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Patterson-UTI earnings
show 42 percent increase

From local, wire reports -
Patterson-UTI Energy today
announced that third-quarter net
earnings had increased 42 per-
cent.

Patterson-UTI, headquartered
in Snyder, reported net income of
S17.1 million or S0.21 per share
for the three-month period, com-
pared to net income of S249,000
or S0.00 per share for the compa-
rable three months in 2002. Rev-
enues for the quarter were
S207.0 million, versus S133.5 mil-
lion for the three months ended
Sept. 30 last vear.

Net income for the

Ruidoso fire

closes in on
Ski Run Road

A fire north of Ruidoso has
slowly crept from the Lincoln
National Forest to land on the
Mescalero Apache Reservation
near Ski Run Road.

Employees of Ski Apache were
not allowed to go to work today,
and some residents have been
asked to evacuate their cabins in
the area of the fire.

The fire was first reported
around 8 p.m. Monday and quick-
ly spread to some 200 acres and
now to 350, according to forest
service spokesman, Bill Duem-
ling. '

When it was first spotted, it cov-
ered only about 10 acres, said
Duemling.

Areas currently in danger,
according to the Ruidoso News
on-line edition, are the Oak Grove
Campground, Villa Madonna and
the Eagle Creek Cabins.

Six fire departments from
around Ruidoso are currently try-
ing to contain the blaze, as well as
the Mescalero Hot Shots fire-
fighting team.

Three helicopters capable of
carrying up to 500 gallons of
water also are assisting as winds
allow.

In all, about 75 people are cur-
rently fighting the blaze.

nine

~months ended Sept. 30 was S34.9

million or S0.43 per share com-
pared to net income of S339,000
or S0.00 per share for the nine
months ended Sept. 30, 2002.

Revenues for the nine months
totaled S567.9 million, compared
to S387.1 million for the compara-
ble nine-month penod last vear.

Cloyce A. Talbott, chief execu-
tive officer, said, “While demand
for drnlling ngs has remained rel-
atively stable over the past sever-
al months, we have increased
average revenues and margin per
dnlling day. Compared to the sec-
ond quarter of 2003, our average
revenue per dnlling day
increased by S340 to $9,580 and
our average margin per dnlling
day increased by S370 to S2,600.

“During the third quarter, we
had an average of 192 rigs oper-
ating, including 11 in Canada.
While we are beginning to see an
increase Iin the demand for
drilling services, recent activity
has been impacted by wet condi-
tions in Texas, which has caused
delays in preparing dnlling loca-
tions and moving rgs.

“We estimate that our rng count
will average 188 rigs operating
for October, including 12 in Cana-
da, and expect our rng count to
Increase as the negative effect of
the wet conditions diminishes.”

Mark S. Siegel, company chair-
man, added, “Our results again
demonstrate the earnings lever-
age that we are able to achieve as
daily dnlling margins improve.
Net income for the quarter

ASK US

increased 42 percent compared
to the second quarter on a 6 per-
cent Increase In revenues.

“Looking ahead, we expect the
demand for dnlling rigs to
increase in the comimng months as
producers seek to overcome nat-
ural gas production declines and
to profit from the strong com-
modity prices.”

DESIGN WINNER - Bailey Richardson, a 7th grader at Snyder Junior High, was winner of the
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Thursday morning...
Equipment
parks work on
county agenda

The Scurry County commis-
sioners’ court will meet at
11:30 a.m. Thursday to discuss
the purchase of new mainte-
nance equipment for the parks
and recreation department.

The department is in need of
a mower for maintenance of
the grounds in several areas,
sald Scott Crenwlege, director.

One option 1s the purchase
of a new John Deere mower
with an attached turf collec-
tion system. The court will
decide on a plan that will be

the most cost-effective for the

county, added Crenwelge.

“We have the chance to get a
really good price on one now,
but we have to place the order
before Nov. 1" said County
Judge Rod Waller. “That’s the
reason for calling the special
session so we-can try to (take
advantage) of this price”.

Crenwelge sees the pur-
chase as necessary and cost-
effective.

“The mower can be used on
ball fields and throughout the

park system. The turf collec-
tion system can not only be
used for grass clippings, but
also for clean up after events
like the Fourth of July.”

Funds for the purchase of
the equipment are already in
the budget for next vear. Cren-
welge is being able to take
advantage of John Deere’s
offer through a lease-purchase
option.

“The plan is a six-month, no-
Interest program. Our depart-
ment will make the first lease
pavment in December, and
then pay the equipment off in
January,” he said.

1he regular meeting of the
commissioners usually takes
place on the third Monday of
each month. However, if they
wailted until the next regular
meeting, it would be too late to
take advantage of the cheaper
price.

“I think that we will be leas-
ing the tractor for now and payv
it off with next vear’s budget,”
sald Judge Waller.

For executive director...

I~ Chamber again to
start resume review

A total of 41 resumes have
been received by the Snvder

Chamber of Commerce selection

committee for the vacant execu-
tive director’s post.

The selection committee and
the executive board will begin
reviewing the resumes at 11:30
a.m. lThursday at the chamber
office.

This is the second go-round for
applicants as the field was low-
ered to three in September, and
two of those were interviewed.

Board president Mike Thorn-
ton and the board then decided to

re-open the application process.

At that time, Thornton said it
was the chamber board’s feeling
that it had not fulfilled its respon-
sibility to Snyder in trving to fill
the position. _

Twenty-seven  applications
were mitally reviewed, and 14
more have been received since
the process was reopened. The
field 1s expected to be narrowed
down Thursday and then recom-
mendations for interviews will be
made to the full chamber board.
Interviews are expected to be
held beginning next week.

“Design Our Sign” contest for Varsity Square Shopping Center. Bailey’s design was one of more
than two dozen entries. Bailey received a $200 gift certificate. Justin Taylor of Ira was runner-
up and won a S50 Varsity Square gift certificate. Owners of Varsity Square announced that a cennter.org or www.connection-
new tenant, Uncommon Grounds Coffee, will open soon. (Contributed Photo) -

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Q—When is the decision

expected to be made iIn
Hobbs, N. M. about a race
b_uilt

track and casino to be
there?

A—It could be sometime

this week.

...has
County all of her life and has
been a resident of Snyder
since 1991. She has a daugh-
ter, Betse Rosson, and two
grandsons who live in Cali-
fornia. Lillian also has a
granddaughter,

Lillian Ashley...

lived 1n Scurry

Lisette

——

Patrick and a great-grand-
daughter, Brittany, who live
in Big Spring. She is retired
and enjoys spending time at
the Senior Center, taking
part in all the activities. She
especially enjoys just visiting
with her friends.

Brown

AL‘L‘m‘(Iing to the Hospice
Foundation of America, vour lite
story 1s one ot the most valuable
gifts you can give to vour chil
dren and grandchildren — vour
loved ones.

This project begins by simiply
setting aside an amount of time
each dav or week in a comtort-
able, quiet place and it the
chronological order of vour life is
a bit fuzzy, that can be fixed later.

A book, "Telling Your Own Sto-
ries,” by Donald Davis, is a help
tul tool, to jump start the project
and 1t offers general, practical
advice on recalling memories. It
advises that the kev 1s to divide
vour hfe storv mto small and
manageable segments with chap
ter subject assignments. Another
helpful book is "How to Wrie
Your Own Life Storv,” by lois
Daniel.

Evidence of true nostaleia
doesn’t set in tor some until the
early 40s, some later in age. Dut.,
it will surely come tor most peo
ple. Take time to write it down.

Even without reading books
ke the one mentioned or use of
Instructional videos, one can get
a notebook and l)t‘;{i!i VO I
mulr}' oY l]ltmt' Vol love _‘ii%!
Keep these ups in mind:

-Don’t worryv about grammar
or spelling.

-Don’t Worry about how 1
sounds.

-De vourself. Don’t be afraid of
using the word ‘I” — this is an
autobiography, after all.

-Be honest.

-Include as many details as
vou can, rather than reciting
events. Include feelings and opin
1ons. Describe scenes.

~Tell family members what
vou are doing. Familv members
can help by asking vou questions
or searching through photo
albums. Those vour age or older
can share vour memories,
adding their prospectives.

~It vou can’t remember, leave a
space and go back to it later.

~Experts on the subject tell us
that early life memories tend to
come In the evening.

-To help vou remember
things. trv writing a letter to an
old friend about what vou want to
remember.

—-Utilize the memory of others,
ask questions of family members
and friends. Look at old pliotos to
stimulate vour memory:

~-Use as manv full names and
dates as possible (vears from
now, no one will know who “Aunt
Susie” 18, so give her parents’
names and exactlv how she is
related to vou.)

~-Include anv historic events
vou remember, along with what
vou were doing, how old vou
were and how vou reacted.

Oh, how | wish | had docu-
mented all the happenings myv
grandfathers told me. and all the
favorite recipes from myv grand-
mothers. - '

Other helpful information for
writing your life storv is on the
Internet at parents@ connection-

scenter.org.

TODAY’S THOUGHT

Happiness lies in the jov
of achievement and the
thnll of creative effort.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Gospel concert

The Toney Brothers will be featured in a gospel concert at 7 tonight at the
First Baptist Church in Hermleigh. Admission is a free-will offering. For more
informaton, call 863-2484.

SHS volleyball booster club

The SHS volleyball booster club will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday in the high
school gym.

Fall Fest at WTC

WITC and the Scurry County Anti-drug Connection will sponsor a Fall Fest
from 6-8:30 p.m. Thursday in the WT'C gvm. Tickets, needed tor the games and
concession, are four for a S1. Evervone mav wear a costume,

Bone marrow drive

A bone marrow drive for Nick Gutierrez is set from 930 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fri-
day at St. Elizabeth Parish Hall. Donors must be age 1860,

Used eyeglasses needed

The Snyder and WT'C Lions Clubs, in partnership with the local post office,
will pick up used eyeglasses from mailboxes Fridav. Eveglasses should be
bagged and hung on mailbox.

Snyder Healthcare Halloween
Residents of Snvder Healthcare invite children to trick or treat from 6:30-7:30
p.m. Friday.

Girl Scouts open house

Snyder Girl Scouts are celebrating their founder’s birthday from 4:30-6 p.m.
Friday at the Girl Scout Hut. It marks the second anniversary of the vandalism

—_——

at the Hut. For more information, call Judv Martin at 573-7556.

Christmas exhibit at museum

Scurry County Museum needs several items tor its Grand Ole Opry exhibit
opening Nov. Y. Needed by Friday are radios, record plavers, 1950s country
records, vintage country musical and instruments and Grand Ole Oprv memo-
rabilia. Call 5736107 for more information.

Gateway needs costumes

Gateway Family Services i1s in need of used Halloween costumes in all sizes
as well as basic arts and craft supplies for children’s holiday projects. Donations
may be dropped off at the shelter or call 573-1822.

Lord’s Supper Church

Lord’s Supper Church, 119 36th St., Ave. B The church will have a fall fest-
val from 69 p.m. Saturday at the church. Chances for a DVD or TV are being
given for a donation.

Sophomore parents, students meeting

Parents of SHS sophomores and students will have a meeting at 7 p.m. Mon-
day in the student center to discuss fundraisers.

TSA booster club

TSA booster club will meet at 7:15 p.mi. Monday in the shop building. Club
members are asked to bring tickets and monevy for the fundraiser.

THRiVE simulcast at FBC

THRiIVE, a conference for women, will be simulcast from 7:30 am. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 15, at the First Baptist Church. Tickets are S35 until Saturday.
After that they will be S40. Call 5732631 to reserve tickets. Lunch, snacks and
free davcare will be provided. The event begins Friday, Nov. 14.

Social Security Administration
Due to the Veterans Day Holiday, representatives of the Social Security
Administration will be at the Senior Citizen’s Center on Wednesday, Nov. 12.

Annual style show, dinner

The Amencan Cancer Society has set its second annual stvle show and din-
ner, honornng cancer survivors, will be at 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 15, at Martha
Ann Woman's Club. Cancer survivors are treated to pampering and a dinner.
Cancer survivors who wish to partucipate should call Terrnisu Mann at 573-1031.

Cooking classes rescheduled

The county 4-H cooking classes have been rescheduled for Nov. 15 and Dec.
13. The basic cooking workshops are open to girls and boys, 8-18. They will be
offered from 9 am. to 1 p.m. at the extension office. Call 5735423 to make
reservatons.
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High Quality

Handcrafted
Candles!

All Candles Available On The Day Of The Fair

CANDLE FAIR TIME & LOCATION:

Thursday, Oct. 30 7:30 am - 6 pm
Cogdell Hospital “Old Lobby”

Sponsored by Hospital Auxiliary Al Major Credit Cards Accepted
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RENEW ADOPTION — Pizza Inn has renewed its adoption of Stanfield Elementary School.

Rest Available Copy

Local/News
Tuesday night...

are killed
in Iraq

TIKRIT, Iraq (AP) — Two
4th Infantry Division soldiers
were Killed and one was
wounded when their tank was
hit by an undetermined explo-
sive north of Baghdad, the
U.S. military said Wednesday.

The three crewmembers of
the Abrams tank were en
route to a guard post when
the explosion occurred Tues-
day night near Balad, 45 miles
north of Baghdad, according
to the division spokeswoman,
Maj. Jossyln Aberle.

The 4th Infantry, based at
Fort Hood in Central Texas,
controls a large swath of
northern Iraq and is based in
Tikrit, Saddam Hussein’s
hometown.

The wounded soldier was
evacuated to a U.S. military
hospital in Germany, she said.

The latest deaths bring to
115 the number of American
soldiers killed in combat since
President George W. Bush

Keith and Karen Herrley received the plaque from their niece, Kelbie Herrley, as Mary Ann declared an end to major com-
Juarez, SISD school and home liason, looks on. (Staff Photo by Shirley A. Gorman)

Qour
‘Birthday

Thursday, Oct. 30, 2003

Should vou decide to make a
major change i direction in the
vear ahead, be sure 1o explore 1t
completely betore venturing into 1t.
The more vou discover about this
venue, the better vour chances for
SUCCUSS.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
— [t vou're planning a get-together

lToday’s chuckle

al vour place today, be sure those
vou invite are compatible with one
another. The wrong type could put a
damper on vour affair.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec.
21) — Someone with whom vou
gel involved today may not be all
that you expected. Don't blame this
person for not living up to your
expectations: blame yourself for cre-
ating your own version of the truth.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — You could be a bit too care-
less  with  vour possessions or
resources today by trusting some-
one vou know [ittle about. Be sensi-
ble when it comes to protecting or

Couple gets half of lottery plus commission
MILVITAS, Calif. (AP) — A The couple chose the annuity

Santa ( 'ara couple will not only.
receive . alf of a S99 million
lottery jackpot — they also
get the commission for
selling the winning ticket.
Narinder Badwal said
Monday he had not
checked the Oct. 22 Super
Lotto jackpot ticket he

bought at his 7-Eleven fran- |\

chise store until his brother
urged him to take a look.

Badwal and his wife, Lilla
Singh, officiallv claimed the
ticket Friday.

option #nd will receive pay-
ments starting at S1.2
million and graduating
to S2.5 million by the
26th vear, before a 25
percent federal with-
holding, lottery officials
said.

They will also get a

selling one of the winning

tickets. The other winners, a

couple from Southern Cali-
fornia, claimed their ticket last
week. -

\ S247.500 commission for

| PRIME RIB
SPECIAL

Friday Nights & Saturdays

s o4 ]
___[‘ g _l_ J _[ »11 e Mesquite Grilled Chicken

‘Longhorn Salad Bar

*

‘Black Angus Steaks

Rulie’s

Steak & Salad B2*

Mon. - Sat. 11 am. - 2 p.m. * 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.
1715 Vine ¢ Colorado City * 728-9424

Astro-graph

By Bernice Bede Osol

lending your valuables.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
— Usually you're pretty good at
keeping your objectives in focus,; but
today your vision could be a bit
fuzzy and you're not apt to achieve
that which you set out to do.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)
— The worst thing you can do today
IS to try to cover up a mistake. [f
what you attempt to hide cannot be
rectified, it could be embarrassing

even
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TEXAS LOTTERY

M

RESULTS

Tuesday’s
Lottery Numbers
Texas Two Step

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the
Texas Tweo Step drawing Tuesday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 11-
19-27-30. Bonus Ball: 17.

Number matching four of four,
plus Bonus Ball: 1. Pnze:
$250,000.

Number matching four of four:
13. Prize: $1,143.

Number matching three of
four, plus Bonus Ball: 36. Prize:
S$51.

Number matching three of
four: 1,411. Prize: S17.

Number matching two of four,
plus Bonus Ball: 964. Prize:
S17.

Number matching one of four,
plus Bonus Ball: 6,279. Prize:
S7. _

Number matching Bonus Ball
alone: 10,187. Prize: S5.

Estmated jackpot for Fnday
night drawing: $250,000.

Cash Five

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the
Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 7-9-
14-15-21.

Number matching five of five:
0.

Prize per winner: SO.

Matching four of five:
Prize: S366.

Matching three of five: 5,355.
Prize: S8.

Matching two of five: 48,279.
Prize: S2. - |

Next Cash 5 drawing: Wednes-
day night. '

166.

Pick 3
(Day) 6-5-6
(Night) 0-8-7
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for you when it 1s discovered.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) —
When looking for financial advice
today, don’t relv on a friend for the
answers. (bo to an expert who won't
turther complicate vour situation
wi]lh well-meaning but costly coun-
sel.

TAURUS (Apnil 20-May 20) —
The cooperation vou're looking for
from others today has got to start
with vou. Don’t expect others to do
vour bidding if vou focus only on
your priorities and totally ignore
theirs.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) —

lTake things at face value todav and
don’t rt*;ur‘ more into what compan-
ions are saving than is intended. If
vou allow sensitivities to dominate,
your feelings could needlessly be
hurt.
. CANCER (June 21-July 22) —
You could deeply upset one who
loves you today by being overly
attentive 1o someone else in his or
her presence. Be careful where,
when and on whom vou cast vour
roving eve.

LEO (July 23-Aupi. 22) — Do
not put pressure on others to make
commitments to vou today that they
shouldn’t commit to or simply don't
want to do. What you're anticipating
from them won’t be there even if

" they are.

VIRGO sﬁug. 23-Sept. 22) —
No matter how many excuses vou
make that certain jobs rightfully
belong to co-workers, if you're the
one who is responsible, vou're the
one who'll be held accountable. Get
the job done.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) —
1Try not to get involved in social sit-
uations today where you know
beforehand that the cost will be far
more than vou can afford. False
evaluations will put you in the red.
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After Friday's Game against
the Tornadoes, be sure to visit the

Lamesa’s Movieland Theatre

Friday & Saturday Evening
8:00 p.m.- 12 Midnight: Admission: *4*

604 N. Austin Ave.

872-2750

Fri. & Sat.
10:45 p.m.
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NEW YORK (AP) — Most
ground zero workers still suffer
from health problems two years
after Sept. 11 and many do not have
health insurance or job secunty,
doctors told a congressional panel
Tuesday.

Several of the workers testified
at a Manhattan hospital before the
committee, saying they had trou-
ble breathing, suffered from post-
traumatic stress disorder and no
longer had the strength to do their

- old jobs.

“I can’t tell you how hard it is liv-
ing like this,” said David Rapp, a
construction worker who spent five
months at the World Trade Center
site and now always carres an oxy-
gen tank and uses three inhalers.
“The fear of not being able to take
my next breath is unbearable.”

Rapp said he built docks and
rebuilt cars before Sept. 11, 2001,

Dear Abby

By Abigail Van Buren

Vigilant mom turns Internet
predator over to the police

DEAR ABBY: When vyou
advised “Brokenhearted Mom in
Virginia,” whose daughter is being
lured by an Internet predator, to
call the police and get them
involved, you gave good advice. My
13-year-old daughter was in the

same situation.

The 37-vear-old man who “loved”
my daughter and “wanted to marry
her and have children with her”
was a. pedophile who had already
molested a 10-year-old girl. He had
told my daughter he was 15. I went
straight to the police with as much
information as | could — name,
address, phone number.

The detectives have been won-
derful. My daughter and I are now
In counseling to repair the damage
this man did to our relationship. |
am grateful beyond words for all
the support | have been given, and
thank God every day that my
daughter is still with me.

By the way, she didn’t meet this
guy in a chat room, but playing a
game on the Internet. — THANK-
FUL MOM

DEAR THANKFUL: I'm
relieved your story has a happy end-
Ing. Since printing that letter, | have
been informed that parents should
also report this crime to the Nation-
al Center for Missing and Exploited
Children by visiting the Web site at
www.missingkids.com and filing a
report on the CyberTip line.

Parents must be vigilant in moni-
toring their children’s Internet
usage. To do otherwise is to invite a
stranger into your home with
unmonitored access to vour chil-
dren. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: My 16-vear-old
stepdaughter, “Ginger,” met a man
on the Internet. At first he claimed
to be 17 — then 24. He turned out to
be 56. Ginger became pregnant at
17. She claimed her baby was a local
boy’s child. We found out on the eve
of her moving out to live with the
predator that our grandchild was
really his.

In an effort to find out if he was
sincere or a stalker, | created a fake
screen name, set myself up as an
attractive young girl (complete with
a photo from a royalty-free photo
site), and developed a profile that

would be attractive to him based on -

my daughter’s likes and dislikes. He
contacted me immediately, and
within 10 minutes he solicited me
for intimate phone conversation.
Our chats always ended with him
urging me to call him. I recorded
these sessions for future use against
him, then reported the pervert to
the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children
(www.ncmec.org).

This incident has been devastat-
ing for Ginger. She suffers from it

- daily. She has missed a lot of fun in

her high school days because of
having a child. She is now in coun-
seling and on a long road to becom-

Hzza lnn.

HALLOWEEN
BOO-FET

Halloween Night, 5-9 pm

Kids 10 and under eat for only

99¢

;,é/ y

FREE GOODIE BAGS

while supplies last
573-3542 3907 College Ave.

_Ground zero workers »d8
have health problems

but can no longer take out his
garbage or change a flat tire.

John Graham, a carpenter and
emergency services worker who
spent three days a week at the site
for several months, said he has
asthma and 1s sometimes too sick
to work.

“I'm a chronically ill man who's
anxious about my ability to support
my family,” he said.

Robin Herbert and Stephen
Levin, the codirectors of a federal
screening program at Mount Sinai
Medical Center for ground zero
workers, said they had examined
8,000 workers, 75 percent of whom
had persistent respiratory prob-
lems. Forty percent of the workers
suffer from mental health problems
after the 2001 terror attack, the doc-

- tors said, but 40 percent also do not

have health insurance and one-
third are unemployed.
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ing the bright, cheerful person she
was before she was consumed by
this. - ‘GINGER’S’ MOM

DEAR MOM: Your storv is chill-
ing. Unfortunately, | have received
similar letters from distraught par-
ents telling this same stery and
wondering how to handle a situa-
tion that is out of control. No one
wants to be told he or she is being
used or taken advantage of, and that
includes teenagers whose self-
esteem may be fragile to-begin with.
But it 1s up to the parents to take
control when necessary.

Stay tuned. There will be more on
this tomorrow — when [ print a let-
ter that will curl your hair.

* %

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.com or PO. Box 69440, [.0s
Angeles, CA 90069.

* %

To receive a collection of Abby’s
most memorable — and most fre-
quently requested — poems and
essays, send a business-sized, self-
addressed envelope, plus check or
money order for S5 (U.S. funds) to:
Dear Abby — Keepers Booklet, PO.
Box 447, Mount Morns, 1L 61054
0447. (Postage is included in the
price.)

COPYRIGHT 2003 UNIVERSAL
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CENTRAL ADOPTION — West Te
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(Staff Photo by Shirlev A. Gorman)

House cats and ferrets found
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xas State Bank has renewed its adoption of Central Elem
tary School. Pictured at the signing ceremony are from left, principal Pam Hart, Deana Stokes.
WISB; Rod Cottrell, SISD executive director of curriculum and instruction: Daniella Miranda,
third grader; Phyllis Dominguez, WTSB; and Mary Ann Juarez, SISD school and home liason.
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to be vulnerable to SARS virus

By The Associated Press

House cats and ferrets can get
the SARS virus and pass it to other
animals, a new studyv shows, rais-
ing‘ the obvious (|Ut*-:.litm: Can
they give it to people?

“You mught want to quarantine
the pets as well as the people.”
suggested 1 Robert Shope, an
expert on emerging diseases al
the Universitv of Texas Medical
Branch i Galveston. “If it's been
shown that the virus can transmit
from cat to cat. it doesn’t take
much of a leap of taith that it will
transmit to humans.”

Other scientists who Tee o
1ed SARS iV pPel owners ~hotd
n't overreact, however.

“These animals in all likelihood
did not plav a significant role n
spread of (SARS) to humans.”
said Dr. Klaus Stohr, the World
Health Organization’s chietf SARS
screntist.

Besides, said Dr. Jeffrey
Koplan, the former head of the
LIS, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. “we stll don’t
know if thev can pass the virus to
people.”

Researchers discovered thevul
nerability of cats and ferrets to
SARS while searching tor animals
to test notential vaccines.

Their study, which will appear
In Thursday’s 1ssue of the journal

Nature, also notes a separate
report that cats were found infect-
e with the virus in a Hong Kong
apartment complex where  resi-
dents contracted SARS last vear:
Cats and ferrets are the first

pets included on an exotic list of

animals scientists think may be
able to harbor the virus. However,
the virus seems to be so versatile
that 1t could have jumped to
humans from a variety of animals,
co-author Albert D.NLE. Oster-
haus said.

“Cats and terrets are only dis
tantiv related,” he said. "So this
demonstrates the promiscuous
nature of the virus.,

The ongine of the virus that
killed 774 people  remains
unknowti. Scientists believe peo-
ple may have gotten the virus
trom animals that were infected
by another source.

In China, where SARS festered
tor months betore 1t grew into a
worldwide menace this year, exot

I raccoon-dogs, ferret badgers.

and civets imported into markets
have been found harboring a
germ that’s almost identical to the
SARS virus.

The exotic animals were taken -

ott the market for several months,
but some markets have begun
selling them again, said Dr. Henk
Bekedam, the WHO's representa-

Need Help Training Your Dog?

Basic Dog Obedience Course

This course is designed to teach both owner and pet the basics of
dog handling, obedience and care. You will need a 6-foot leather

leash and a choker chain. Dog should have leash and chain in

place before class be:ins. You must also provide documentation
that your dog has received all vaccinations. Class is open to

adults and children but dogs must be at least 8 months old. The
same person should attend all classes.. Intermediate class will

also be offered.

November 4th—December 9th, 2003
Tuesdays 6 — 7:30 p.m. '
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WTC, CE Building
Cost: $50.00

Bring a bowl or container of water,

plastic bag, and a bag of treats (No

ce(@wtc.edu

— —

Candy or Chocolate)

—— e ———

——

If your interested in“this c;)hi‘se, contact the Continui hg '
Education Division at Western Texas College. Please call
915-573-8511 ext. 390 or respond by e-mail to

Woastern Texas College is an equal opportunity institution and is in compliance w ith

the \D\L

crecdosevcage natnoml ongin veteran’s s tatus or disabilin,

\pphcatwons arc accepted and considered without recard to mce. color.

“tve in Beying,

Because of the possibility that
anmals can spread the respirato-
ryv virus, WHO has suggested that
animals m Chma and elsewhere
be tested for SARS and other dis-
cases before thev are eaten.

“We should stav away from ani-
mals who are known or likelv to
transnt the SARS coronavirus,”

el o R
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Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2003

loday 1s the 302nd day of 2007
and the 37th dav of autumn.

TODAY’S HISTORY: On thi-
day in 1911, Joseph Pulitzer,
immigrant who became an Amern
can newspaper wcon, died aboard His
vacht at the age of 64.

On this day in 1929, a day known
as Black Tuesday, billions of doll<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>