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Local officials capture baby kangaroo that escaped from owner | 4A
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Greenwood ISD to build project over budget

School construction 30,000 square feet greater than bond funds

By Meredith Moriak

mmoriak@mrt.com

Building plans for a new intermediate and middle
school in Greenwood ISD far exceeds the $37.4 million
in bond funds voters approved in May, and some trustees
are angry. -

“My blood’s boiling. We counted on, hired and paid
your architecture firm to guide this, and do this and now
we’re in this situation,” said trustee Jeff Somers, address-
ing Parkhill, Smith & Cooper architect Richard Minkler
at Monday evening’s board meeting.

GISD trustees have worked with PSC for more than
a year to develop a building program that would allevi-
ate overcrowding at Greenwood Elementary School and
Brooks Middle School, while also providing middle
school students with more adequate athletic facilities.

Trustees proposed and Greenwood voters approved a
$51.5 million bond in May under the assumption that 1t

would pay for many small projects and the acquisition of
40-acres at the southeast corner of Farm-to-Market Roads
1379 and 307 for a new 1,200-student campus complex
for third- through eighth-graders.

However a recent review of the proposed-building’s
schematic design and the district’s budget shows the -
building GISD voters approved is about 30,000 square-
feet larger than what they can afford.

“We went through this process, came up with the pro-
gram and you folks had some events take place. We got
off in the wrong direction program-wise, and we came (o
you, developed a different plan and worked through that
process,” said Minkler, who started working on the proj-
ect with newly hired Superintendent Ariel Elliott when he
was appointed interim superintendent in June following
Doug Young’s departure.

Befuddled, trustees all questioned how a project could
grow in scope 30,000 square-feet greater than their avail-
able funds. ' :

Some conversations indicated that Young added sig-

nificant square footage to the building between February
— when trustees called for the bond election — and June
— when he resigned — without ever educating trustees
about the additional costs extra square-footage would
InCur.

“I look at my checkbook and see how much I've got in
there before I grow,” said Somers, agitated at the entire
situation.

“Responsible leadership would’ve done that and com-
municated with y’all in a timely manner that situation. I'll
promise you that wasn’t done,” said David McCulloch,
assistant superintendent of finance.

While Somers pointed all his frustration on PSC,
repeatedly mentioning, “We’re not the architects in this
deal,.”” McCulloch reminded trustees that Young “directed
them to draw squares on a piece of paper.”

Minkler and Elliott began working on building plans
this summer by visiting new school construction projects

Please see GISD/4A

Tonya Gohke looks at a route map while riding the EZ Rider Route 4 bus along “A” Street on Tuesday. Gohke rode the complete Route 4 bus loop from
the temporary central station on Baird Street before returning back to the station to catch the Route 6 bus to her destination

in the cold weather.
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James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

Freeze factoids

High Monday: 67 degrees

High Tuesday: 56 (at 3:35 a.m.)
Temperature Tuesday afternoon: 44
Typical high for Nov. 12: 54/

First/last freezes |
Tuesday night/this morning was expected 1o
proqlmhoﬂrsmmoottrnfall.

Earliest first freeze: Oct. 19, 1989
Latest first freeze: Dec. 7, 1998.
Average first freeze: Nov. 13.

1988.

, degrees)

vegetation.

Last freeze from the spring: May 3 (the
latest last freeze on record).

Growing season in 2013: 193 days (sec-
ond shortest growing season)

Shortest growing season: 191 days in

Types of freezes
(The expected low this morning was 22

Light freeze: 29 to 32
tender plants; little destructive effect on other

and semi-hardy plants.

degrees — Kkills moisture and soil type.

Sources: National Weather Service

1Y

rather than wait on the curb

Moderate freeze: 25 to 28 degrees —
widely destructive effect on most vegetation
with heavy damage to fruit blossoms, tender

Severe freeze: 24 degrees and below
— heavy damage to most plants. At these
temperatures, the ground freezes solid with
the depth of the frozen ground dependent on
the duration and severity of the freeze, soil

City Council
denies train
wreck lawyers
access to the
accident site

" Plaintiffs’ attorneys wanted
crossing intersection closed off
to collect evidence

By Joseph Basco

jbasco@mrt.com

By a 0-7 vote. the City Council on
Tuesday rejected a request by civil
lawsuit attorneys to close oft the site of
the Nov. 15, 2012, fatal train wreck tor
evidence-collecting purposes.

Attorneys representing veterans,
spouses and other family members 1n
a lawsuit against Union Pacific and
Smith Industries attempted to obtain
a right-of-way use permit from the
city to close off the South Garhield
Street railroad crossing from 2-5 p.m.
Thursday. Rick Leeper, an attorney
from the Austin-based civil litigation
firm Spivey & Grigg LLC, said they

. wanted to close the intersection to get
e evidence.

“What we were trying to show —
and what has been an issue in the case
— is what was visible from the cab of
the locomotive as they were approach-
ing the Garfield Street crossing.
Leeper said. “And so all we were going
to do was have a train locomotive at
the site parked at various distances
from the crossing, from then which we
would just take some photographs.”

And just like the plaintiffs” attor-
neys’ previous on-site test in December
2012, a tractor-trailer similar to the
parade float involved in the wreck was
going to be placed on the train tracks.,
Leeper said.

But the council — after an execu-
tive session with the city attorney and
attorneys from Cotton, Bledsoe, Tighe
and Dawson to discuss the civil lawsuit
— did not publicly discuss the request
before voting unanimously to deny 1t.

Permiah Basin drilling still trumps Eagle Ford

ing rigs worldwide, according
to the ng count.

Most of the Texas ngs are
working in one of five major

San Antonio Express-News Hughes rig count.

The Basin, with 380 ngs, not
only dominates the evolving
Eagle Ford in South Texas
(226) rigs but also accounts for
more rigs than the second and

The Permian Basin accounts
for nearly half of the 821 dnll-

ing rigs in Texas, according to
according to the latest Baker -
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third most productive states
(Oklahoma 176 and North
Dakota 163).

The 821 drilling ngs in
Texas are 47 percent of U.S.
rigs and 24 percent of all drili-

The big number
Oll demand is expected to reach

101 million barrels
per day by the year 2035. More
on 4A.

—1X

Industrial and Commercial
Water Treatment Solutions

Please see DRILLING/4A

Today in Education

History classes reduced to game of Trivial Pursuit. 1B

Coming Thursday

Willie Neison, Matthew West highlight Weekender.

The council simply addressed the item
in the agenda, had a moment for ques-
tions that never were raised and then
voted.

After the meeting, Mayor Wes Perry
explained that they voted against the
railroad crossing closure because the
council did not find a need to do so.

“There really wasn’t any reason,”

Please see COUNCIL/4A

Daily $1, Sunday $2

63647"00001

Industrial R.O.

f

ﬁ_

AR LR e
i . .
e )8
1 N W

NG
'
A6

|l OCAL = Immediate Service Solutions

432-563-2690




PAGE 2A

- Send address

changes o the

Midland Reporter-Telegram, 201 E
llinois Ave., Midiand, TX 79701,

MAIN
SWITCHBOARD

432-682-5311

B PUBLISHER
Mike Distelhorst 687-8880
mdistelhorst@mrt.com

NEWSROOM
8 EDITOR

Stewart Doreen 687-8856
sdoreen@mrt.com

B MANAGING EDITOR

Mary Dearen 687-8852
mdearen@mrt.com

B ASSISTANT MANAGING
EDITOR — PRODUCTION &
DESIGN

Trevor Hawes 687-8854
thawes@mrt.com

B ASSISTANT MANAGING
EDITOR — FEATURES &
ENTERTAINMENT

Megan Lea Buck 687-8871
mbuck @mrt.com

B SPORTS EDITOR
Len Hayward 687-8846
lhayward @ mrt.com

8 OIL EDITOR
Mella McEwen 687-85860)
mmcewen@mrt.com

B PHOTO EDITOR
Tim Fischer 687-8833
thscher@mrt.com

B ONLINE EDITOR
James Cannon 687-8858
jcannon@mrt.com

B EDUCATION REPORTER
Meredith Moriak 687-8853
mmonak @mrt.com

BCITY & COUNTY
REPORTER

Joseph Basco 687-885]
jbasco@mrt.com

B GENERAL ASSIGN-
MENTS

Tyler White 687-8850
twhite @mrt.com

B GENERAL ASSIGN-
MENTS

Rachael Gleason 687-8817
rgleason@mrt.com

B FEATURES WRITER
Ragini Venkatasubban
687-8870

rvenkatasubban @mrt.com

B ENTERTAINMENT
WRITER

Nick Wendel
687-8859

nwendel @mrt.com

B PHOTOGRAPHER
James Durbin 687-8833
ydurbin@mrt.com

CIRCULATION
@ DIRECTOR

Vincent Cone 687-8829
vcone@mrt.com

B MANAGER

Tony Gonzalez 687-9002
antoniomgonzalez @hearstnp.
com

ADVERTISING
8 DIRECTOR
Nic Barrera 687-8813
nbarrera@hearstnp.com

B MANAGER
Jeri Houston 687-8894
jhouston@mrt.com

RETAIL ADS
682-5311,ext. 4

CLASSIFIED ADS
682-6222 / 682-6999 (fax)
mriclassihed @ mrt.com

PRODUCTION
B DIRECTOR

John Maddox 687-8844
ymaddox @mrt.com

FREQUENTLY
ASKED

QUESTIONS
B How do I submit an
announcement for a wedding

or engagement?
weddings @ mrt.com

B How can | submit an
obituary? obits@mrt.com

B How can | handle a billing
”

Circulation: 688-2700
Advertising: 687-8828

?

CUSTOMER
SERVICE HOURS
Ssturdey, m & h“u.':‘ ?:: 0am

Cal us at 688-2700 # your newspape!
h-nulm bme (6am

Midland |
Reporter-Telegram

AT YOUR SERVICE

-

I.OCAI.BIIIEFS

SRR —

MFD: No traces of

hydrogen sulfide gas
found during
Greenwood call

Greenwood and Midland
firefighters responded to a
hydrogen sulfide gas call
in Greenwood on Tuesday
moming after a reported
well blowout, according to
MFD officials.

The fire crews responded
shortly before noon to an
o1l well near the intersec-
‘uon of South County Road
1060 and East County road
113. MFD Battalion Chief
Drew Peters said gas moni-
tors didn’t find traces of
the gas and that no injuries
have been reported.

Peters said the person
who reported the gas leak
likely smelled gas and
called 911 as a precaution.

“The Commission had
an inspector on site today,
and the well was suc-
cessfully shut in today,”
said Ramona Nye, media
relations for the Railroad
Commission of Texas.
“Additionally, Commis-
sion staff did not find any
measureable H2S in the

atmosphere today.”

“Our preliminary infor-
mation is that Endeavor
Energy Resources LP was
attempting to plug an oil
well on the Hale, BT lease
(Well #9L) near Green-
wood on Monday when the
well started flowing pro-
duced water with the smell
of H2S present,” Nye said.
“The operator attempted to
stop the flowing produced
water with heavy brine
water, but was unable to,
and mechanically shut in
the well today. Tomorrow
the operator plans pump
heavy mud down the well
in order to continue plug-
ging operations.”

MPD: Man arrested
for assault on police

officer, drug possession

A Midland man was
arrested Saturday after he
assaulted a police officer
while trying to destroy
evidence of drug posses-
sion, according to court
documents.

Melvin D. Stevenson, 39,
is being
held on a

| $10,500
“4| bond for

assault on
a public
servant,
tamper-
ing and fabricating physi-
cal evidence and a class

B misdemeanor charge of
possession of marijuana
less than 2 ounces.

A Midland police officer
conducted a walk-through
of Club 25, 210 S. Lee St.,
at about 1:30 a.m. Saturday.

The officer arrested
Stevenson after seeing him
roll a “blunt” — a cigar
filled with marijuana — on
a table. The officer found
an additional bag of marni-
juana in his pocket, accord-
Ing to the arrest affidavit.

During booking at the
Midland County jail,
Stevenson tried to destroy
a small bag of compressed
pill tabs by flushing them
down the toilet. An officer
tried to stop Stevenson,
who used his elbow to
strike the officer in the eye,
according to the affidavit.

If convicted, Stevenson
faces up to 10 years in
prison for each third-de-
gree felony charge.

MPD: 3 Midlanders
arrested on drug

possession charges

In two separate inci- -
dents, police arrested three

Midlanders last weekend on

drug possession charges.
Carlos Balderas,
Yanez, 35, was arrested at
about 11:46 p.m. Saturday
at Club Arriba, 1006 S.
Midkiff Road, after he was
found intoxicated in a pub-
lic place.

lip of his
hat and in
a wadded-
up $20 bill. The amount of
cocaine totaled about 4.8

grams, mqrdmg‘o the

-

arrest afiidavt.

Yanez is being held on a
$20,350 bond for a third-
degree felony charge of
possession of a prohibited
substance in a corrections
facility, a second-degree
felony charge of pos-
session of controlled
substance between 4 and
200 grams and a class C
misdemeanor charge of
public intoxication.

If convicted, he faces
up to 10 years in prison
for the third-degree felony
charge and up to 20 years
for the second-degree
felony charge.

B Jesse Esquivel Mun-
guia and
Antwine
Wilson,
both 29,
were
arrested
Saturday
after an
officer
caught
them in
the middle
of a drug
sale trans-
action,

{ according
| to court
docu-
ments.

The
officer
saw two
cars stopped in the middle
of the road at about 3 p.m.
Saturday 1n the 700 block
of South Calhoun Street.

Wilson was about to sell
$20 worth of crack cocaine
to someone 1n another car
before the police arrived at
the location, according to
the arrest athdavit.

The suspects fled the
scene, and the officer
found Munguia trying to
conceal 1.4 grams of crack
cocaine at a residence, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

The officer-also found
crack cocaine and synthetic
marijdana inside the vehicle
used during the drug deal,
according to the report.

Munguia is being held
on a $35,000 bond for
third-degree felony charges
of possession of a con-
trolled substance between
| and 4 grams and tamper-
ing and fabricating physi-
cal evidence and state jail
felony charges of evading
arrest and detention with
a previous conviction and
possession of a controlled
substance less than | gram.

Wilson was being held
on a $25,500 bond on
state jail felony charges
of possession of a cen-
trolled substance less
than 1 gram and evading
arrest and detention with
a previous conviction and
a class B misdemeanor
charge of possession of a
controlled substance less
than or equal to 2 ounces.
He posted bond and was
released Sunday.

If convicted, Munguia
and Wilson face up to two
years in prison for each
state jail felony charge and
up to 10 years for the third-
degree felony charges.

Sheriff: Midland man
breaks into home to
commit assault

A Midland man was
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arrested Sunday after he
broke into a person’s home
to commit assault, accord-
ing to court documents.

Guellermo R. Salgado
Jr., 31,
1s being
{ heldona
$75,000

{ bond for
B a first- .
degree
felony
| charge of

burglary
of a habi-
tation with
intent to commit another
felony and two second-
degree felony charges of
aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon.

A Midland County
deputy responded to a dis-
turbance at about 8:20 p.m.
Sunday in the 3300 block
of East County Road 153.

One of the alleged
victims said Salgado had
entered his home without
his consent and started an
argument that led to Salga-
do assaulting him. Salgado
pulled a knife from his
waistband and attempted
to stab the man. Another
family member arrived
and tried to stop the fight
before Salgado tried to stab
him, as well, according to
the arrest affidavit.

If convicted, Salgado
faces five to 99 years In
prison for the first-degree
telony charge and up to
20 years for each second-
degree felony charge.

Sheriff: Woman stabs
family member with
kitchen knife

A Midland woman was
arrested Sunday for alleg-
edly stabbing a male fam-
ily member with a kitchen
knife.

Roxane Portillo, 23, of
Midland, was being held
on a $20,000 bond for a
first-degree felony charge
of aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon on a
date,-family or Household
member.
She_posted
bond and
was re-

4 leased on
Tuesday.

A
Midland
{ County
deputy
responded
to a stab-
bing call at about 8 p.m.
Sunday in the 102 block of
West County Road 52.

The alleged victim
said he was arguing with
Portillo when she grabbed
a knife from the dish dryer
and stabbed him twice on
his left arm, according to
her arrest affidavit. The
deputy found the knife at
the residence and arrested
Portillo at a residence 1n
the 5200 block of County
Road 1278.

If convicted, Portillo
faces five to 99 years in
prison.
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for abductlon, slaying

Associated Press

Texas man convicted of ab-

and fatally stabbing the
man in 1991 was put to
death Tuesday evening.

Jamie McCoskey, 49,
already was on a form of
probation when he was
arrested for the slaying
of 21-year-old Michael
Dwyer, who had been
stabbed nearly two dozen
times, and the rape of Dw-
yer’s pregnant fiance. The
couple had been abducted
from their apartment.

Asked if he had any final
statement, McCoskey re-
plied: “The best time in my
life is during this period. ...
| have been touched by an
angel’s wings.”

He said that if he could,

" he would “change Dwyer’s

parents’ suffering, because
| know they are.”,

During his brief com-
ments, and as a tear ran
down the side of his face
just above a tattoo teardrop
and below his right eye, Mc-
Coskey said he wanted “to
say some things so bad.”

He said he appreciated
people who had helped

Dwyer’s mother
fadl.-.-r saying,

And this takes the pain
away, so be it.”

After telling the war-
den he was “ready to go,”
McCoskey turned his head
back toward the warden
in the seconds before the
lethal dose of pentobarbital
began taking effect and
said loudly: “Better not
be no mix-up here. I don’t
want no stay.”

McCoskey let out a loud
laugh, then bcgan taking
deep breaths that became
several snores.

He was pronounced dead
at 6:44 p.m., 19 minutes
after the lethal drug began
to be administered.

Dwyer’s mother and
stepfather declined to
speak with reporters
afterward.

McCoskey became the
15th convicted killer ex-
ecuted this year in Texas,
which carries out the death
penalty more than any
other state.

The U.S. Supreme Court
earlier this year refused to
review McCoskey’s case,
and his attorneys filed no
last-day appeals in the
courts.

FELONYARRESTS

l FROM STAFF REPORTS

Oscar Banda, 38, of
Midland, was arrested Monday
on a charge of assault on a
family or household member
by impeding breathing.

James E. Griffin, 54, of
Midland, was arrested
on a charge of theft.

Arthur L. McKinney, 38, of
Midland, was arrested Monday
on charges of evading arrest
and detention with a vehicle,
failure to appear or bail jump-
ing and assault on a family or
household member by imped-

ing breammg

Nicholas Ramirez, 27, of
Midland, was arrested Monday
on a charge of possession of a
controlied substance less than
1gram. -

David L. Standefer, 42, of
Odessa, was arrested Monday
on charges of possession of a
prohibited substance in a cor-
rections facility and failure to

appear or bail jumping.

Source: Midland County
Sheriff's Office

METAPHYSICAL LIFE FAIR

_MIDLAND S OLDEST & LARGEST!
| % Saturday, Nov. 16™

M&B-m Mﬂﬁh
#w  November 13, 14,&15*'1M Spm-#

10am - 6pm
Sunday, Nov 1_7"‘
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o 'Monday-Friday 10-5 « Sat. 11-5 ~

Fun Facts Sponsored by

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

LANDSCAPING

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water, | 685'3521

Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems

www.franklinfoliage.com e

Sea cucumbers can shapeshift by essentially liquefying their
bodies to squeeze through small gaps.
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Blue whales heart is the size of a VW Beetle.
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- All day shopping frenzy on Thanksgiving?
Holiday fast becoming just another day to grab hot deals
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Var-
" Thanksgiving Day, Kim- .
A ul berly Mudge Via's mother,
ien sister and nieces left in the
o tha middie of their meals to
ot Now, Via says she’'ll
ant never host Thanksgiving
[ don't dinner for her relatives
agipm - e ”
king the 28-yea;o(l:d m lives
A l‘l'll'heyﬂl;ﬂodm and left Store hours for holiday kickoff
e That scene could be-
began Eomc more co!t:emon in
s Black Ft_-itgagf shopping, the P-'i:m Open at 6 p.m. on Thanksgiving until 10
annual i passage on Penney: Open at 8 p.m. on Thanksgiving until 9 p.m.
:‘” the day after Thanksgiving, b oo,
ontinues to creep Kohi's: Open at 8 p.m. on Thanksgiving until midnight on
into the holiday as more ware: O i i
lreet;l-e stores open their doors 2 : Sears: Open at 8 p.m..on Thanksgiving until 10 p.m. on
day early. hoppers stand in line outside a Best Buy department store before the store’s opening at midni . | i midni -
e It's a break with tradi-  on Nov. 22, 2012. Thanksgiving is siowly becoming just another shopping day as al leasta dozon & et & or oheeban. Until midnight on Friday. Reopen at
fiy . tion. Black Friday, which =~ ™M&or retallers are planing to open Nov.28. - Target: Open at 8 p.m. on Thanksgiving until 11 p.m. on
typically is the year’s on the holiday, according store employees wanted to  tant for our team mem Vi -
. . ' : - R Us: Open at 5 p.m.on Th til 10 p.m.
e Court btgg: st shopping day, for to Chicago research firm open oa Thanksgiving so bers to be able to spend on.'F?'idw. e e o
sed to - by &‘? l}as been consid- ShopperTrak. they could get the chance to  this time with their loved Wal-Mart: Open 24 hours at most stores. |
case. ¢ official start to But business dropped 1.8 better compete with rivals.  ones.” Travis Smith, CEO |
ed no the busy holiday buying percent to $11.2 billion on “Obviously, we were one  and president of Jo Ann Associated Press
he season. Stores open inthe  Bjack Friday, though it still  of the last to open.” last Fabric and Craft Stores,

Associated Press
NEW YORK — Last

wee hours of the morning
with special deals called
doorbusters and stay open

was the biggest shopping
day last yedr. That day
accounted for about 4.3

said 1n a statement. The
retailer plans to open at 6
a.m. on Black Friday.

year, said Bartlett, referring
to the chain’s 6 a.m. open-
ing in 2012. But he says

Wal-Mart steps up competition

late into the evening. : : “We’ in " : *
. | - percent of holiday sales this year, “We’re all in. B.).’s Wholesale Club
Meanwhile, Thanksgiving |4 year. Nty:ut every store is open-  also said it will not open on
and Christmas remained “Customers clearly ing on turkey day, though.  Thanksgiving. “Once again,
the only two days a year, showed that they wanted A couple of retailers even  BJ’s is bucking the trend of
that stores were closed. to be out shopping much put out statements specifi-  putting sales on Thanksgiv-
27. of | NW Thanksgiving earlier on Thanksgiv- cally noting that they won’t  ing above family time.”
Monday is slowly becoming just ing,” Amy von Walter, a be opening on Thanksgiv-  BJ’s said in a statement in
sion of a another shopping day. Over  ¢pokeswoman for Best ing so that their employees  which it announced that it
38s than the past few years, major Buy, which moved up its won’t have to work. would open stores at 7 a.m. -
- liet;{ll‘_"’m' 1;;cludm;g Target opening this year to 6 p.m. “We believe it is impor-  on Black Friday. ' '
Monday and Ioys R Us, slowly have Thanksgiving from N, . e .
o Thanksging ngn oo ants -ouwpenos | WOW! Look at thése Rates! sy Lvsas o
Yacor- | = 1n 2012. “Ouwr plan this . | H : ) :
ure to up each other and compete  poliday is a dirl:::ct result of | . St. N las EP ISCOP al Church
foE[!;]qllday (:Iczr'llar'.s‘..tLh that feedback ” NHNGIE Fremiumn oQ ererred Al ) 4000 W. Loop 250 N
IS year, more than a To be sure, the issue is | - rdqy '
;scgm dozer_l major retmlerg are divisive among shoppers. 4 40 0/0 ea r 1 b S
opening on Thanksgiv- - Some believe that the holi- . Free
;:‘fe ;:E Cl;r';‘n%?: Pennl::y g:z :Il::t}tu;:ioi[:;ml;mz:f Join us for Handcrafts, bake sale, opportunity drawings
and Staples that are doing i tg wbt;rk. 3.400/0 Years 2_5 and silent auctions for Hummel figurines,
it for the first time. The art, and much more.

Some even have threat-

Gap, which operates its TR : [ Issue m 0-90. Limited Time Offer W - : .
Old Navy, Gap and Banana ook pages tha they will | T mma ym s e e | (600 5 0K or iformtion visi
Republic, is opening half  poycott stores that open on i e W e i e e B ok micksmt.or g
of its stores on Thanksgiv-  Thanksgiving. Contact e '
"1% ?gﬂel;ﬂéng- ol Given the controversy,

seahm, professor  opening on Thanksgiving Tom Newman & Associates
of rnarkcu_ng at the Wake can be a difficult decision
Forest University School of  §or retailers to make. Yo l .
Business in Winston-Salem, For instance, last year, - C e

N.C., expects that it’s just
a matter of time — he esti-
mates five years — before

chains, which can make up

to 40 percent of their annual

revenue during the last two
months of the year.

But so far, it’s un-
clear whether opening
on Thanksgiving boosts
retailers’ top line or simply
pushes forward sales from
Friday. Last year, it was
the latter: Sales on Thanks-
giving were $810 million
last year, an increase of 55
percent from the previous
year as more stores opened

Macy’s and J.C. Penney
didn’t open on Thanksgiv-
Ing evening as competi-

artizenoutlet.com
FIREWOOD
TODAY!

682-4500

A |

orth of 'ilcr}x:tiesfcf"
November | through November 17
Matinees — November 10 & 17

RESERVATIONS 522-52235

RELAX AT THE GARDENS WITH DINNER AND
LIVE MUSIC EVERY THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENING!

THIS WEEK CHOOSE FROM
BLACKENED CATFISH * CHICKEN PICCATA

GREEN CHILI BURGER * CRAB SALAD e+ TRIO SALAD
PLUS... OUR REGULAR APPETIZER MENU!

" WE WILL RESUME LATE NIGHT IN THE SPRING
THANKS FOR JOINING US

And Remember, We Are Open For LUNCH
Monday-Saturday 11am-2pm

LIVE MUSIC — 7-9!

THURSDAY LIVE: THREE TROUBADOUR
FRIDAY LIVE: ALBERT MADRID

B3 iidvsox OPEN 5:00 TILL CLOSE THURSDAY AND FRIDAY NIGHTS

\uction * \uction * \uction * \uction * \uction * \uction * \uction * \uction

* NN Tii+ll

O

Theatre

- most chains open allday on (o< did. Both chains said Presents
Thanksgiving. As for Christ-  they wanted to honor their MAVERICK PLAYERS
mas, he said that day is still ~ yorkers’ time with their esent
m“]}a}dmm m- families. But this year, they presen e
; _ changed their tune. g ) @
9P¢"°¢ Beahm sald,_ “Peo- Tony Bartlett, executive R AVY A N Xl ‘ b l
ple will turm ﬂ;anksgwmg vice president of Penney’s G o ETY r u CI e
[_)3)' ShDPPmE Into a tradi- stores, said the company by Rosemary Frisino Toohey P S N — s
tion as they historically have  decided to open at 8 p.m. \ .”' - ) Di tor C | i . .
:)l?gﬂleﬁda{:co:emgw- on Thanksgiving this year / 1ANKSgloing (saster Comec Yy Byl Arthur Mlller
L ; e because of customer feed- | ' ATV Q] £
w?é&.ﬁs'ﬁ?uﬁﬂe back. He also said Penney Featuring Mary Lou Cassidy _____PERFOR_________MANCES
. : al .
just doing what shoppers - .
want. And they know that  [ArtiZen outlet Our New Home Nov. 8,9, 15, 16 @ 8:00pm
i hrderil el I ey FW POST 4149 v. 10 & 17 @ 2:3
C tq?icbltllwﬁ%zmb Hdday )V oxial Vv Nov. 10 & 17 @ 2:30pm
w?""”""'st opportumity for | Gifs Art 409 VETERANS AIRPARK DRIVE e —

2308 Shakespeare Rd
Odessa, TX 79761

(432) 3321586 $

www.GlobeSW.org OCA T

* \uction * \uction * \uction * Auction * \uction *

PUBLIC AUCTION
AUCTIONS AND SERVICES UNLIMITED
Saturday, November 16™ 10am

1009 W. Industrial, Midland, Texas
Preview Friday 10 am-3pm

Comstruction Equipment, Restaurant

Tools, Collectibles
1993 Kenworth Winch Truck,
. 621 Front End Loader, Case 750K

, Mack dump Truck, John Deere 850J Crawler
ripper, 48" Equipment Trailer, 1981 Kenworth winch
truck 1 1/2 ton, and a 2008 Polaris
at noon.
Wood Working tools, Wood Lathe, Band
Saws, Scroll Saw, Router Tables, Planer Joiners,
wire Welder, Drill Presses, Hand Tools, Power Tools... many,

srator, Turbo ﬁr 48"

‘"\ . '”“'!l.]"\ . '“'”'!L"."!\
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TODAY IN
MIDLAND

Things to do
@ George Carden Circus at Ector
ectorcountycoliseum.org.
@ Harry Connick Jr. at Wagner

Noél Performing Arts Center. Sold
out. www.wagnernoel.com.

State of the Economy

Mayor-elect Jerry Morales will
be the keynote speaker today at the
State of the Economy luncheon,
conducted by the Midiand Chamber
olComrrmceamlMandDovobp-
ment Corp.

The event is set for 11:30 a.m. at
Midland Center, 105 N. Main St.

Community calendar
@ Midland Quilters Guild will meet
at 1 p.m. today at Alamo Heights Bap-
tist Church Fellowship Hall. Award-
winning quilter Judy Woodworth will
present a trunk Show.

For more information, call 694-
0561.

1)

J RESURIL FAXLRAM, WELIN

e 3 SR TR P Sy

& The Midiand County Republican
Women will meet at 11:30 a.m. today
at the Petroleum Club.
Speakers wil be lieutenant gov- :
ernor candidates Todd Staples, Sen. 2 :I. . \
333 Pa:rg(‘ = P::Se;ismﬁdamtﬂ == = W phase of t
rt of Crimina ca es P e
Kevin Yeary and Jani Wood. 25| Fa . ST ule(c}ir:;cwo
adv:meam;g;sz;r:ggr"'}omke oo J h1 E‘l ‘.. E!I" after her ¢
a reservation o for more information, N N cious, frie
visit www.mcrw.us or call 520-3500. often play
m Nonprofit Management Center's the family
Im%m';gmgﬁnf%,_ Workers stand on tanks in March 2009 at the Dina oil and gas production zone of PetroChina at the Tarim Basin in northwest China’s Xinjiang Uigher Autonomous Re- peoplc dic
ship” has been postponed. It had gion. China and India are increasingly driving world energy demand as the United States’ production boom puts it on track to become independent of the global market, was at the
been scheduled for Thursday. the International Energy Agency said Tuesday. sexu:al aSs
For more information, visit www. . Davis.
nmc-pb.org or call 570-7971. C h & ® * ¥ - @ Her mo
o ina, India drive international energy deman o e D
Diabetes and Nutrition Learni :
Center is offering two free sesngnns. , . rﬂesgsu;:l
A PIRGDSING GG 16 PRAARGC : “This leaves the world on a tra- 4
for 6:30 p.m. Nov. 19 at the Midland By Pablo Gorondi Global outlook _ _ _ she was b
County Public Library Centennial Associated Press jectory consistent with a long-term children. |
branch, 2503 W. Loop 250. _ average temperature increase of the nickn:
Prediabetes is a condition in | | | POWER PLAY: The ' 3.4 degrees Celsius, far above the posed hin
which a person’s blood glucose levels China and India are increas- international Energy policies internatiopally agreed 2 degrees with the
are higher than normal but not high ingly driving world energy demand  Agency said China and bﬂi“ﬂ implemented by Celsius target.” the IEA report i : %
enough for a diagnosis of type 2 as the United States’ production Lndia . inc| WWW lsmrull of the world's said. ) alggfi;l a
m are lndependenl Of the glﬁbﬂl mi:“'kfﬂ. States’ prodm Cm current W- “cnergy efﬁciency measures the all'egﬂ.
it .m i the International Energy Agency boom puts iton track to  tions show that energy- are coming on in eve of :
tha for said Tuegday_ become independent of related carbon dioxide the world - the full vy p:tr:a] of (kz tl-la'l'.
contest China 1S C'ﬂhe to be'(:l)['ﬂing the mamm The ammwwawm energy efﬁgiency hasl:[l;t;t m“ on [?1268::
What are you most thankful for this ;u{zlr]d“‘ Illlirge*lt ‘U'il Iﬂil.'polrrlcé Whl‘e i rea_lized_" Dallas tel1
holiday season? Want to win a Visa ndia will turn 1nto the leading . _ _ _ S . . The IEA. which has 28 member TVT. “S
gm'g:d? importer of coal in the next decade At the same time, the l‘.‘Jmted oil dcmandﬂnsmg by 14 million countries and focuses on energy ;i(fc Shc;
Take a picture of whatever you are | 1, Jead the Asian surge, the Paris- Stales IS moving toward meet- barrels by 2035 to l'Ol million security, economic development frm-n i
thankful for and upload the picture based IEA said in its 2013 World ing all of its energy needs from barrels, the production of conven- 4 U oo awareness. not- & oot
'é’;r?;ghifguﬁ*:';guzoﬂ mgd Energy Outlook. domestic resources by 2035,” the tional crude oil will fall by then ed that large differences in en;rgy :rook l:"o
by Nov. 23. Voting will begin after the “The dominance of Asia will IEA said. t0~65 million bane_ls 4 da)" Otl_‘er prices around the world, especially In the d
submission deadiine. be more and more visible.” IEA The IEA also noted that wh:le products, such as light, tightoill — gas and electricity, will make a killed Grz
Go 1o hitp://www.mywesttexas. executive director Maria van der new oil sources — from oil sands also known as LTO or shale oil —  4ifference in how industries will
3 _ , . . : and sent |
com/thanksgiving2013 to enter. Hoeven told The Associated Press.  in Canada to deep-water wells in will make up the difference. develop in different regions. pretendin
“Asia will be the clear center of the Brazil — will temporarily diminish The IEA warned that despite en- “Natural gas in the United States asking hci
| Club meetings global energy trade.” thirst for crude from OPEC, which  vironmental policies being imple- still trades at one-third of import the sexual
@ Overeaters Anonymous; noon. While per capita energy con- includes some of the world’s lead-  mented by several of the world’s prices to Europe and one-fifth day of the
B&.J Plaza, 206 N. Midkiff Road, Suite | sumption will not be as high in ing oil exporters from Saudi Ara- largest consumers, including the of those to Japan,” the IEA said, a text mes
1-D; 553-1031. Asia as in North America and bia to Venezuela and Nigena, the U.S. and China, current projections  adding that Japanese and Europcan new frien:
® The Knot Adoption Support | Europe, “the demand and the thirst Middle East will remain a crucial show that energy-related carbon industries were paying twice as school to
gﬁ",&.‘&ag&zm;:g?ﬁ? for energy (in Asia) in all its forms  provider in the longer term. dioxide emissions will rise 20 much as their U.S. counterparts for
ol | | will be tremendous.” While the IEA sees global daily  percent by 2035 electricity. ]
& Uptown Midiand BPW, noon,
Petrolaﬁtrn Club; Glenda Knox. Agﬂll
e GISD - | Gounen Colora
Lake lovels report From 1A = at Monday’s meeting. - From 1A 3331::;3%:&&;:3: :5' re
HE’ resentin tatals "Dm m.d ”Wﬂ lOld lhﬂ' Cﬂmmunity WE'I'E gOIng '.0 . i . .
Nwerr?ber- ’ in other districts as a way to decide on have third through eighth (grade) in that Perry said. ‘W‘? e Bn. 8 parade through a hlghu:?y- l atg%z%;
| 2011 2012 2013 | classroom sizes and other building needs. building. Now I'm embarrassed to tell the party of ll_us_ i oS rallmac_l grad_e T levels in (
OH.lve  19.11 24.18 14.69 Based on GISD’s available bond funds public we’re not there, now you're going '"‘E:;cd mhl:ﬁ v of NTSIB ll;e[si:lgat:‘ors Eas donsd
’[::ﬁ m:g: 103% g:gg ljig and student enroliment projects, Min- to get a fifth through eighth,” Somers said. M; dl;n(;luig'«; noleac:itgf;}n dans f;cl:cctffdtr afﬁcatsi ::;le :lac“ia atats L ok
kler suggested the district’s new campus Though trustees are - the ] i UP h 60 Dol T wabie rele
Delivery (in gallons) be built for fifth- through eighth-grade frustrated with the way building plans i) - 4 a:" S"f!‘* M'd?s p o noti )’hPO Ice ;tthl'alﬂn\;las o Mineds
Midland: daily average this week | students. unfolded during the past few months, El- ?:ame : e{;"'s‘?;’ ' faSn i]pprgeac :;:eg 3:‘1 "‘“f Ihee
13.121 million The elementary school has adequate liott, who signed his contract as GISD’s ount?f — ?;; Oh' lép' Sy “h ad:ei; o had
a ;‘g‘fﬂ’ﬁ;ﬂf‘w average lastweek | (pace for kindergarten through fourth- superintendent at Monday’s meeting, said pggiiz RESPOGER: Wt ;Tﬂicm tal:;?;n of s{;?;t
| grade students and building a four-grade it’s important “we move on from today P o pec y

Midland: daily average last week
10.639 million

middle school would be possible finan-

and make the best decision academically

The city’s denial to close

because law enforcement

Odessa: daily average this week cially, Minkler said. and economically.” :::elll(“ael!;se ic:;‘;nhf;?{;ﬁ?f ters:f%r;clti:l ?::sn through red
26.476 million “What we're trying to tell you is instead GISD arrived at the $51.5 million bond Transportation Safety Leepe% said b did nce
e o | O bk 3 cho ht v bl the - pockage i ary 2013 st eviewing | Board conclded s s know why th coue
Municipal Water District | “"“THETRALY ¢ SlEe s PLY: s . : POeCt tigation of the wreck and denied the right-of-way
can have a better plan and accommodate projected by associates in PSC’s Lubbock cited the citv and Show as mireis
Clarification the same number of students,” McCulloch office. of Support i::l its probable “lﬁthe (ienial) ks
- said. A 23-member Citizen’s Bond Commit- . : -
- DO PR - " i bl B s cause. The NTSB said both  (the lawsuit) a lot more dif-
= Grﬁﬂm&n - ::‘f]“n;‘e r?;ﬂ;t Trustees did not make a decision on tee recommended the $51.5 million bond parties failed “to identify ficult,” Leeper said.

Ariel Elliott at Monday evening’s
meeting was $129,000. His annual
salary is $117,000, and he is allotted
$12,000 for travel.

Former superintendent Doug
Young's total compensation package
was $123,345. His annual salary was

grade configuration for the new building

package.

Ohioiboy who came home

iy —

Other US rig counts

$116,745, and he was allotted $4,800 - ks (1 w’.:;sm Ilr': Ufg: California: is!
for travel and $1,800 for communica- Texas: 821 Ohio: 34
> for early Christmas dies | &2 5.
North Dakota: 163 w "
When it’s open Colorado: 112 * e
U.S. Postal Service By John Seewer his family said. Relatives as far away as France, Aus- LN':W Mouio::?% r“q Th
= Downtown, 100 E. Wall St. Associated Press dﬂd fnends _gathered fO'r a tl‘a.llfi, and Russia filled the Pennsylvania: 56 mm 1 e "
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday vigil after his death while an  family’s apartment. They e Chec
thro-ugh iu;;ayzaw Ran Ak TOLEDO. Ohio — A early-season snow fell over har::l been sent bgj people ‘ repla
1 | i v the city. who had heard his story. [l TS Y,
Fr:a:.m. fo 5 p.m. Monday through ::Lwhl?r;ee l“_*;: :jls:.‘a::{e “He had the gift of be- “We read as many of the Dl“l.l.lm * (leal
@ Graves, 3304 WWadey Ave. | holiday has died. two weeks 18 ;ﬂg;ﬁfdmmﬁf:‘ SR ™ | e 1A 226 rigs, the Granite Wash + Chec
am.io o p. Mmday o ’ . . " .
Friday, 10 g e p.m. on Saturday after his hometown ‘”‘“-.'j mother, Alexis Kohlman, reminded everybody all feld . ‘heuiagha“dleshﬁ“q * Insp
m ClayDesta, 612 Veterans Airpark . comed him “i“h a_Chr_mz said Tuesday. over the world of what's g - : ngs, sy vom g condt
side his window - : \ o The Permian Basin has North Texas has 34 ngs
Lane SIS SIS Oas ;o Devin was flown from important and that’s love. . . ‘|
8 a.m.t0 5 p.m. Monday though | and a motorcycle-riding Clacinméiti wibene le was She said her son loved 380 rigs, the Eagle Ford and the Haynesville Shale NSPs
Friday Santa Claus. bein u.eat'cd to Port Clin- lavi s and bei Shale 1n South Texas has in East Texas has 23 l‘igs. . (hE[
@ GMF Midiand, 1000 Loop 40 Doctors had told the Ay e . ) |
8a.m. 105 p.m. Monday through , 1 . ton on Oct. 27 so that he the center of attention. i . * (hec
Friday oty of 13-yearold BEVIn - could spend his final days  The family once joked that
| . : at home. Residents filled he’d be famous someday, .
Lottery long to live S0 residents e city’s main street late at  Devin's mother said. Kangaroo returned to owner e
in the city of Port Clinton night as Devin was driven Toys and teddy bears .
s slong Lake Erie spent the  home with a police escort.  poured inwo. many were | @fter” hop around west Midland
m g doy: 2-2:23-5-6 past few weeks giving him While he couldn’t go collected in donation boxes
"t 3 """""m 270 an early Chnstmas. outside, he could see from  all over the city of about | From staff reports
Dally 4 momning: 7-1-4-9 They‘sapg carols outside 3 window how the ¢om- 6,000 people, which sits
Daily 4 day: 6-3-4-4 the family’s apartment, munity was helping his last  about midway between A baby kangaroo went ing Tuesday night around
Dally 4 evening: 2-3-7-7 PllCﬂ tons of shaved ice | wish come true. - Toledo and Cleveland. State Highway 158 near way 191 before law en-
Dally & mght: 0-5-5-7 into drifting snow near his Hundreds of people, . Devin gave away many forcement officials caught the animal.
Noge Mitions: 2030304271 | “indow and decorateda _ some in Santa hats, sang- ~ of the gifts, making sure Midland County deputies and Midland police officers
W?"W 5 park with colorful strings of  Christmas carols after his s classmates who came responded to several calls regarding sightings of the
" All or Nothing (morning): 1-2-4- lights, reindees cutouts and  return and Santa himself o visit took home a stuffed | “joey™ that were made by concerned residents, according
9-10-11-14-16-17-21-23-24 a red “Merry Christmas, showed up on a motorcycle.  bear. to an officer at the scene.
All or Nothing (day): 1-4-6-7-11- | Devin" sign. “It brought him a sense of “He touched a lot of Officers cornered the kangaroo just north of Highway
15-16-19-20-21-22-23 Devin, who was diag- .  joy to know so many people* people,” Hickman said. “1 191 on Highway 158. The animal was then returned
All or Nothing lﬂgﬂ): 12-7- | nosed with brain cancey cared,” said family friend hope our community con- safely to its owner, the officer said.
&;.&;1&5:?':;‘): 1.3.6-11- in the summer of 2012, Roseann Hickman. tinues to show the love for Veterinarians were called out to check on the animal’s
12_1‘_17_1931_22_23_24 ! died Mmy aﬂcrn?("]q Thousands of cards from th f‘.'.!m.“ : health after it was Cw by m officers. >
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DALLAS
Man convicted
of killing teen

hnpecm

A Dallas-area man is
now facing a possible
death sentence after he
was cornvicted Tuesday of
killing his children’s baby
sitter to silence her from
that he her.
Franklin Davis itted
in court to killing 16-year-
old Shania Gray, descnb—
ing howshe lured her into
his car outside her school,
shot her and dumped her
body in a river. But he said
he killed her out of revenge
and hatred, not to obstruct
the sexual assault case that
was nearing trial.

The jurors who found
Davis guilty of capital
murder will now decide
whether to sentence him to
death or life imprisonment
without parole eligibility.
Testimony in the penalty
phase of the trial i1s sched-
uled to continue today.

Gray was remembered
after her death as a viva-
cious, friendly girl who
often played basketball in
the family driveway. Most
people did not know she
was at the center of the
sexual assault case against
Davis.

Her mother told police
in the Dallas suburb of
Mesquite that Davis sexu-
ally assaulted Gray while
she was baby-sitting his -
children. Davis, known by
the nickname “Wish,” ex-
posed himself and had sex
with the girl four separate
times in 2011, according to
a police affidavit.

Davis continued to deny
the allegations at his mur-
der trial.

“She lied,” Davis said
on the stand, according to
Dallas television station
KTVT. “She ruined my
life. She took everything
from me, everything |
work so hard to get. She
took it.”

In the days before he
killed Gray, Davis called
and sent her text messages
pretending to be a boy and
asking her questions about
the sexual assault case. The
day of the killing, Gray got
a text message saying her
new friend was outside her
school to surprise her.

AUSTIN
Agency rethinks
Colorado River dam
release halt

The agency that regu-
lates Colorado River lake
levels in Central Texas
has decided not to ask the
state to allow a halt to lake
water releases downstream

l()’\JES P 1aNno

& Clocks
STORE CLOSING

The Lower Colorado
River Authority said in a
statement Tuesday that it
is withdrawing its request
to the Texas Commission
on Environmental Qual-
heavy rains that caused
flash floods in the Austin
area have made withhold-
ing water from down-

stream unnecessary.

AUSTIN
Texas House

subpoenas Hall,
but then recalls it

The University of Téxas
System has reversed course
and is now asking state
lawmakers to issue subpoe-
nas for university employ-
ees while investigating
possible impeachment for
a system regent.

University attorneys said
they want “friendly sub-
poenas” issued to provide
extra legal protection for
those testifying before a
state House committee.

The House Select Trans-
parency in State Agency
Operations Committee
responded Tuesday by sub-
poenaing Regent Wallace
Hall for Dec. 10.

. But members later
recalled that subpoena be-
cause of scheduling issues.

Hall has been accused of
misusing his office to try
and oust Austin campus
President Bill Powers. He
faces many allegations,
including whether he
abused open records laws

with requests for more than

800,000 pages of
documents.

Make your home
\iarble-ous with new
countertops from

Y1AL.

S'I' A'I'EBIIIEFS

SAN ANTONIO

Texas man charged
in gun case tied to

Mexican gang

A Texan is facing federal

weapons charges along
with his father who was ac-
cused of selling an assault
rifle that wound up at the
scene of a Mexican drug
lord’s arrest.

Federal prosecutors said
Michael, Damon Rodri-
guez, of Spring Branch,
was not a licensed gun

" dealer and passed two

weapons on to his father,

- Manuel Rodriguez, who

was a convicted felon.

The elder Rodriguez was
indicted earlier this year.
The San Antonio Express-
News reported Tuesday
that father and son shared
a home raided by U.S.

authorities.

An agent testified at a
hearing for the elder Ro-
driguez that a gun provided
to Michael Rodriguez and
later sold by his father at
a show was found when
Zetas leader Miguel Angel
Trevino Morales was
arrested in July outside
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico.

AUSTIN
Lawyers to again
argue in Texas
admissions case
Attorneys are preparing
to again argue over a race-

based University of Texas
admissions plan as the case
returns to court this week.

A three-judge panel of
the Sth U.S. Circuit Court

Accent |

Granite & Marble

Doing business in Texas for over 30 years.
Locally Owned & Operated.

Let Accent help you with your next remodel
Kitchren Countertops * Vanities ® Bartops * Fireplace Surrounds
Mon-Fri 9AM-5PM e« Saturday 9AM - Noon

4309 SCR 1290 (Coors Road)

* Odessa, TX 79765

(432) 563-8004 - accentgranitemidland.com

SHOWROOM & INDOOR SLAB GALLERY

v WEST TEXAS v
"HEALTH SCREEN
November 4th-8th and
November 11th-15th
8:00 - 3:00 pm

West Texas Health Profile
Reg. $180 — Now $50

West Texas Health Profile Plus
Reg. $429 — Now $80 ‘

Diabetes Management
Reg. $82.00 — Now $40.00
Plus Many More Tests To Be Offered

Note: a $10 per person draw fee

will be added to all orders
For further information please go to our website

www.drug-screen.com

and click on the Health Fair icon.

Drug Screen Compliance
Lou’s Clinical Laboratory

706 N Adams

r PF ]* .,\| 1."' T*Irli: "t_}llai..‘ql

432-332-9421

Call or Click today to schedule
your Fall Clean & Check!

The professionals at Bosworth will:

* Check, clean or
replace filter(s)*
* (lean condenser coil

* Check electrical connections

* Inspect and/or clean
condensate drain

* Inspect safety controls

* Check refrigerant charge

* Check amperage

*Includes a 1" pleated filter. $49.00 for each additional system.

* Check and calibrate
thermostat(s)

* Check condenser
fan motor(s)

* Check relays
and capacitors

* (heck temperature
differential

* Maintenance supplies

— — —

TACLAG628C M-7769

o

of Appeals will hear argu-
ments today in Austin.

The U.S. Supreme Court
sent the matter back to
the Sth Circuit for another
look. The high court’s 7-1
decision on June 24 left
unsettled many of the basic
questions aboat the cantin-
ued use of race as a factor

in college admissions.

“Justice Anthony Kennedy,

writing for the court, said
the S5th Circuit Court needs
to subject the UT admis-
sion plan to the highest
level of judicial scrutiny.
The case was raised by
Abigail Fisher, a white
Texan who wasn’t offered

aspot at UT 1n 2008.

Fisher has since received
her undergraduate degree
from Louisiana State
University.

Fisher’s attorneys have
argued in court papers
that UT’s “Evasion and
recalcitrance™ show that
it has lost “sight of the
constitutional forest for the
academic trees,” the Austin
American-Statesman
reported.

UT attorneys said
Fisher’s case is “botched
beyond repair” and
an “empty vehicle for
ideological struggle,” the
newspaper reported.

About three-fourths of
UT’s incoming freshmen
are admitted based exclu-
sively on high school class
ranking, and Fisher did not
rank high enough for auto-
matic admission. The other
quarter of incoming fresh-
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and a variety of other
factors, including race and
ethnicity, the American-
Statesman reported.

Black applicants were
barred from UT by state
law until 1950, when the
Supreme Court ordered
a black man admitted to
the UT School of Law.
This fall, Hispanics made
up 21.7 percent of UT's
undergraduates, blacks 4.9
percent, Asmn Americans
17.8 percent, whites 47.7
percent and various other

groups 7.9 percent.
VICTORIA
Experts believe fewer

monarchs through
South Texas

Fewer monarch but-

terflies could be flying
through Texas while

toMencoducto

oodg drought and
Iack of food along the way.

The Victoria Advocate
reported some monarch
butterflies have been spot-
ted this week in South
Texas making their journey
from Canada.

Paul Meredith, a Victoria
master naturalist and
entomology specialist, said
Monday that drought con-
ditions since 2011 in Texas
and farther north have
affected butterfly numbers.
He said monarch butterflies
also feed on milkweed that
may have been killed due
to farming practices.

Meredith expects about
60 million monarchs to
reach Mexico this year,
about a fifth of the number
that usually migrate.

A September monarch
tagging event in Dubuque,
lowa, yielded no butter-
flies. Experts cited drought
and flooding, plus torna-
does that disrupted migra-
tory paths.
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B Can the Republicans waste an-
other opportunity or are we set for
another round of “no™?

internal scrimmages, the government

shutdown, the party’s transparent
attempts to derail Obamacare — Republi-
cans keep getting secon 1 fhances.

The question is, can they handle pros-
perity? Do they even know what to do
with it?

With the myriad problems besieging
Obamacare, from the non-rollout to the
minuscule number of enrollees in the
health insurance exchanges, this is no time
for gloating. Rather, it is time for Republi-
cans to get very, very busy with their own
ideas for across-the-board reforms.

The party of “no” must become the
party of “we can, too!” This doesn’t mean
sacrificing core principles, though some
could use a little shelf time. It does mean
picking battles Republicans can win and
avolding skirmishes that further alienate
centrists and minorities.

Forget building a larger tent, which in-
creasingly looks like a pup for two white
guys and a flashlight. Ditch the tent and
build a coliseum. Install Doric columns,
if you like, and grab an obelisk on your
way to redemption. At no extra cost,
here’s an inscription for the keystone:
Waste not, want less. Waste not this mo-

In spite of everything — the GOP’s

OUR VIEW

In Midland, there’s

no break for
the politically weary

ho's ready for more politics? It just doesn’t seem right,
but there is a new wave of candidates desperate for your
vote. They are men and women running for local and

state primaries.

In fact, Midland will be the site of one of the more interesting
political events you will find on a mid-November day.

The Midland County Republican Women will host three of
the four major candidates vying for their party’s nomination for
lieutenant governor (leader of the Texas Senate). Current Lt. Gov.
‘David Dewhurst, Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples and
Dan Patrick, state senator and rising star, will be in town today
for the 11:30 a.m. meeting. Only Land Commissioner Jerry Pat-

terson 1s missing from the confab.

We are not going to get into the politics, other than to say
that if you can stomach more people asking for your votes, then
head over to the meeting. Midlanders should be interested in the
leadership of the Texas Senate because we should demand more
of our legislators in Austin. While there are many who want to
proclaim the last legislative session an unquestioned success, we

do not share that point of view.

The state of Texas again snubbed its nose at West Texas. which
did not receive a fair share of the billions the region puts into

funding state government.

Topping the list is transportation and how our leaders, includ-
ing those making the decisions in the Senate, snubbed the Basin
and Midland when it came to adequately funding an area respon-
sible for so much of the revenue growth in our state.

In today’s paper. we reported — citing our Hearst sister paper,
the San Antonio Express-News — that the Permian Basin ac-
counts for nearly half of the 821 drilling rigs in Texas. according

to the latest Baker Hughes Rig Count.

The Basin. with 380 rigs, not only dominates the evolving
Eagle Ford in South Texas (226) rigs but also accounts for more
rigs than the second and third most productive states (Oklahoma

| 76 and North Dakota 163).

We hope that those candidates coming to Midland today can
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Obamacare provides mulligan to the GOP

KATHLEEN
PARKER

Washington Post
Writers Group @

ment; want less than perfection and aim
for the possible.

This was glways House Speaker John
Boehner’s battle plan, but he finally
concluded that leading his conference
where it wanted to go was preferable to
inciting a civil war. In a recent interview,
Boehner told me he thinks at least some of
the better-death-than-compromise caucus
had come around to understanding that
attaching Obamacare to the continuing
resolution, resulting in the government
shutdown, was the wrong tactic.

Even so, “at least some” may not be
enough. And who knows what Sen. Ted
Cruz, R-Texas, has up his sleeve as new
deadlines loom for budget and debt-ceil-
Ing negotiations early next year?

In the meantime, House and Senate
Republicans have a small window, while
Obamacare is hugging the shoals, to
show why their ideas are best. Americans
frustrated with Congress and disappointed
by the president are primed for someone
to pick up the bullhorn and say, “We hear

EptroriaL Boarp

Mike Distelhorst, Publisher
Stewart Doreen, Editor
Mary Dearen, Managing Editor

Trevor Hawes, Asst. Managing Editor

you.

It’s too bad “compassionate conserva-
tism” has become tarnished because com-
passion is what is needed in today’s GOP
playbook: Compassion for the hungry
whose food stamps House Republicans
excised from the farm bill; compassion for
I 1 million immigrants who are prison-
ers in illegal limbo; compassion for gays,
lesbians and others seeking protection
against workplace discrimination.

These are not such difficult choices in
the scheme of things. How to guarantee
that Iran can’t w 1ze its nuclear
capability? That’s tough. Not so tough:
Helping the poor feed their families, find-
ing a path for citizenship along with bther
immigration reforms, extending equal
protections to individuals whose sexual
orientation should not be a firing offense.

The Senate also has passed, with the
help of 14 Republicans. a comprehensive
immigration bill that contains a relatively
strenuous path to citizenship, including
paying back taxes and fines, and getting
in line behind others seeking citizen-
ship. Hardly a giveaway. Even so, some
Republicans aren’t on board with the path
to citizenship. Although Boehner told me
he hopes to get an immigration bill to the
House floor next year, others say 2014’s
midterm elections make this unlikely.

Phooey.

What's really not likely to happen is a
Republican White House — ever — with-

GHENE MAN ™= comar ieacy ==

10 OUR READERS

Opinions, columns, letters and
cartoons reflect the author’s or
artist’s views and not necessarily
the view of the Reporter- Telegram.

out Latino voters. There’s only so-much
Republicans can accomplish when they
control only half of one-third of govern-
ment. Consider that the biggest states with
the largest concentrations of Hispanics —
Flonda, California, Texas and New York
— also convey 151 of the 270 electoral -
votes needed to be elected president.

A ing to Latinos doesn’t mean
Republicans have to pander or bow to
President Obama’s wishes. It means do-
ing the right thing. Even though a slim
majority of Americans (53 percent) think
most immigrants here illegally should be
deported, according to a Reuters/Ipsos
online survey last February, a more recent
NBC/Wall Street Journal poll found that
65 percent favor a path to citizenship if it
requires essentially what the Senate bill
proposes.

The draconian option of deportation
would be an unlovely sight. Not only
would families be torn asunder, but
America’s crops would wither on the vine,
as they did in Alabama after that state’s
crackdown prompted a sudden, mass exo-
dus. Yet again, unyielding principle pre-
vailed over common sense and survival.

Time is of the essence if Republicans
hope to refresh their image in the public
square. Picking battles wisely, acting
compassionately, creating rather than
negating is the only way forward. Jar the
hardwoods, campers, there’s daylight in
the swamp. |
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Monday.

Jimmy Kimmel used to be a professional come-
dian. His new job is apologizing.

A few weeks ago. the host of ABC'’s late-night
show “Jimmy Kimmel Live™ aired a bit where a
6-year-old boy recommends killing everyone in
China. Kimmel and the network have been apolo-
gizing ever since. Over the weekend, protesters be-
sieged ABC studios around the country. They want
Kimmel fired or, failing that, more apologies.

ot since the Ginsu knife cut through an
aluminum can and still sliced a tomato has
America seen a pitch quite like the one
President Obama delivered in the Rose Garden on

Kimmel continues apologizing

B At this point there’s not much else the
late-night host can say about his show’s
bit that went wrong.

RiCcH
Lowry

King Features Syndicate

The protesters still managed to extract an apol-
ogy from ABC and from Kimmel on air, who
said he thought “it was obvious that I didn’t agree
with that statement.” Obviousness, though, isn’t
a defense. Kimmel had to
protesters outside his Hollywood studio in a scene
that bore a distant resemblance to a “struggle
session” in the Cultural Revolution wherein ac-
cused enemies of the people were humiliated and

apologize in public to

tell our Republican women how Midland will benefit more in the
future. And we are not talking about the need to raise taxes: we
just feel more can be done.

We also want the leader of.the Senate to appoint a head of the
Transportation committee who will not allow good legislation to
die without a proper vote. " -

Sen. Robert Nichols, chairman .of the Transportation commit-
tee, did exactly that by not allowing a bill authored by state Rep.
Tom Craddick to come up for a vote on his committee.

The bill easily passed the House, and those who supported the
legislation believed the bill would have easily gotten out of com-
mittee and would have passed the Senate. .

There are other things that we will be adding to our list by the
time the next legislative session opens in 2015. But again, now
appears to be the time for people to be asking for votes.

In that respect, it will be an interesting day for Midlanders.
Blocks to the east of the Petroleum Club, Jerry Morales will be
offering his first public comments since being elected last week
to succeed Mayor Wes Perry.

This community just thought we would get a deserved break
from campaigning.

No, this is Midland. And just when we finish with our local
contests, a new round starts up. So get out the calendar. Greg Ab-
bott was in Midland last week, the lieutenant governor candidates
this week and any number of candidates are set to follow. After
all, no community can match Midland’s per-capital donating
power and willingness to help. That means it's always campaign

season 1n Midland.
VISIT US ONLINE

You can find current and past editorials, letters to the editor and more at
www.mywestiexas.com/opinion.

From the Left | Doonesbury

The bit was part of a routine called “Kids
Table,” where Kimmel talks to cute 5- and 6-year-

olds, and hilarity ensues. In the offending episode,

Kimmel asked the kids what to do about our debt
to China, and one boy chirps, “Kill everyone in
China.” Kimmel laughs and jokingly calls it “an
Interesting idea,” before returning to it later when,
with mock seriousness, he asks the kids whether
the Chinese should be allowed to live.

It doesn’t take a well-honed sense of humor to
realize that “Kids Table" is a forum for kids to say
laughably and harmlessly absurd things, not for
the discussion of serious foreign-policy initiatives.
If the boy’s proposal for a genocidal war against
China as a solution to our national debt were get-
ting a respectable hearing, he would have been in-

vited to debate it on CNN'’s “Fareed Zakaria GPS”

with deadly earnest foreign-policy panjandrums
like Richard Haass and Zbigniew Brzezinski.

Nonetheless, the grim gears of offense-taking
began to grind. Previously, Jimmy Kimmel’s main
offense against humanity had been encouraging
parents to get a rise out of their kids by telling them
that they had eaten all their Halloween candy. Now,
he was guilty of incitement to mass murder.

The anti-Kimmel protesters sported signs
festooned with swastikas and pictures of the
comedian with a Hitler mustache, accusing him
of “manipulating children™ and “promoting racial
genocide.” Needless to say, if Adolf Hitler’s crime
had been joking around with kids who innocently

talked of killing people for laughs, he wouldn’t be

known as one of world history’s greatest monsters.

engaged in coerced self-criticism.

Kimmel said he was “very, very sorry” and
bowed to the protesters, who still demanded every
imaginable kind of other apology from him. No
matter how sorry he said he was, they wanted
him to be sorrier still. With protests demanding
Kimmel’s ouster continuing to roll on, ABC has
apologized yet again and emphasized its promise
to tighten its Standards and Practices.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry is now in on the
act, calling on ABC to “face its mistakes head on.”
The Chinese government’s entry into the debate
might seem opportunistic, but in fairness to Bei-
Jing, no other entity in the world has proven itself
as adept at killing Chinese people en masse. The
Kimmel controversy is of inherent concern since it
involves its core competency.

The Kimmel kerfuffle is worthy of a Monty
Python skit, but also typical of the surreal theater
of offense-taking in contemporary America. Are
we, in such matters, a ridiculous country? One that
encourages a sense of victimhood and grievance?
One that lacks any sense of proportion? Yes, yes
and yes.

It would have been an invigorating blow for
the culture of free speech if ABC and Kimmel
had issued the following serial apologies to their
tormentors: We're sorry that you are so humor-
less. We're sorry you don’t have anything better
to do with your time. We’re sorry that you are
cheapening every genocide in history. We’re sorry,
in short, that you are whiny bullies. If you're so
offended, please go watch Leno or Letterman.
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bill advances

Associated )’mss

WASHINGTON — The

Senate voted Tuesday to
advance a bill designed to
tighten government over-

sight of pharmacies that

custom-mix prescription
dmgs, in the wake of last
year’'s deadly meningitis
outbreak tied to contami-
nated pain injections.
The bill cleared a

parliamentary hurdle on
a 97-1 vote, indicating its

* overwhelming support in

the Senate. The legislation,

. passed by the House in

September, also creates a
national sy for track-
ing prescription drugs from
manufacturers to retail
pharmacies. Final passage
sending it to President
Barack Obama for his sig-
nature could come as early
as Wednesday.

The lone vote against
the measure came from
Sen. David Vitter. The
Louisiana Republican is
championing a measure to
make lawmakers disclose
which of their aides are

enml in the president’s
hﬁth care program as
pan of an ongoing effort to
discredit “Obamacare.”
The compounding
pharmacy bill is intended
to prevent a repeat of last
year’s fungal meningitis
outbreak that killed 64
people and sickened more
than 750 others across the
U.S. The sickness was
traced to a now-closed

pharmacy in Massachu-
setts, the New England

Compounding Center,

where | ors found
mold, standing water and
other unsterile conditions.
“Americans deserve to
know that their medica-
tions are safe, and by
enacting this legislation,
we can help make that a
reality,” said Sen. Tom
Harkin, chairman of the
Senate Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Com-
mittee, in a statement.

Compounded medicines
have been tied to contamina-
tion problems for years. But
junisdiction over them has
been murky. Pharmacies are
typically regulated through
state boards, but the federal
Food and Drug Administra-
tion re manufacturers
of medicines.

The bill attempts to sort
out that legal gray area,
which allowed the NECC
and other large pharma-
cies to skirt both state
and federal regulations.
Specifically, the measure
would clarify when the
FDA can intervene against

ers, producing small
batches of medications

to fill doctors’ prescrip-
tions, would continue

to be by state

p boards, under
the legislation. Pharmacies
that expand into shipping
drugs without doctors’ pre-
scriptions can vol

register with the FDA and
submit to federal inspec-
tions and quality standards
similar to manufacturers.

But the bill would not
require these ..rge-scale

compounders to register
with the FDA — a step that
the agency’s leaders have
said is crucial to preventing
future outbreaks.

And safety advocates
said the voluntary ap-
proach leaves consumers
vulnerable to more m :
pharmacies like the C,
which operate like manu-
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Security Age

country.

: pos pri-
orities of his conservative base and takes
advantage of recent revelations about
surveillance progrmns at the National

While Abbott called for a
over devices such as red light cameras,
he said elected officials needed to re-
veal more about themselves and their
campaigns. Texas places no limits on
campaign donations and the state ethics
laws are among the less stringent in the

al

public debate

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sen-
ate Republicans blocked

another of President
Barack Obama’s pwks
for one of the nation’s top
courts on Tuesday, the lat-
est skirmush in a nomina-
tions battle that has intensi-
fied partisan tensions in the

| chamber.

The vote derailed
Obama’s selection of
Georgetown University law
professor Cornelia Pillard
to fill one of three vacan-
cies on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit. The roll
call was 56-41 in favor-of
ending GOP procedural
delays that have blocked
Pillard from winning
confirmation — four short
of the 60 votes Democrats
needed.

The D.C. circuit court
1s considered one of the
nation’s most powerful
because it rules on admin-
istration orders and regula-
tions and because some
of its judges ultimately
become Supreme Court
justices. The D.C. circuit’s
eight current judges are
divided evenly between
Democratic and Republi-
can nominees.

Democrats used Tues-
day’s vote to assail
Republicans for opposing
female nominees to the
D.C. circuit. Republicans
have blocked votes on two
other Obama nominees to
the same court this year,
attorneys Patricia Millett
and Caitlin Halligan.

“Women are grossly
underrepresented on our

F

" -

bers, have with state

need to eliminate |

opponents in the March

Pauken and Lisa Fritsch. Fort
Wendy Davis is the only Democrat to an-

nounce for governor.

Pauken said AhMtt should look at his

own fundraising,

donations ﬁ'om lndlm who have an
interest in the state cancer-fighting fund

amy contracts they or their Mﬂ): mem-
agencies or local
government bodies,” he said. “We also
oopholes that allow
legislators to vote on legislation in which
they may financially benefit.”

Abbott is laying out his policy positions
in speeches across the state. His main

are Tom
orth Sen.

tion, feedm; wl. aﬂ'ordabl
living in Tﬂ# Fritsch lﬁ‘.ﬁ -

Abbott also called for limiting legisla-

tors who are la from making money
from lawsuits r:m& as well as banning

school districts from hiring lobbyists to

represent them in In 2011 the Leg-

islature cut per-s ing for the
after taking  first time since World War I1, and lawmak-

ers failed to restore those cuts in 2013.
""Usmg your money to lobby for more

that he oversees as attorney general, and of yourmms!uaconﬂlct interest. It
from the legal community. - needs to he said. “School districts
“There are pleaty of issues where he’s should duwtly represent the needs of their

been involved in as attorney general and
hetmkmllhmsfmman«neyswhohad

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt.,
center, joined by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., left, speaks
to reporters Tuesday at the Capitol after Senate Republicans

derailed President Barack Obama'’s selection of

town Uni-

versity law professor Cornelia Pillard to fill one of three vacancies
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
Democrats used the vote to assail Republicans for opposing
female nominees to the D.C. circuit.

federal courts. So what
kind of message are Senate
Republicans sending by
refusing to even allow a
vote on three of the most
qualified female attorneys
in this country,” Sen-

- ate Judiciary Committee

Chairman Patrick Leahy.
D-Vt., said.

lowa Sen. Charles Grass-

ley, top Republican on
the Judiciary panel, called
such arguments “offen-
sive,” adding that Demo-
crats’ “last line of defense
IS to accuse Republicans of
opposing nominees based
upon gender or race.”
Tuesday’s vote prompted
Democrats to threaten
anew to unilaterally rewrite
Senate rules to make it
harder for the chamber’s
minority party to block
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nominations. Democrats
could do that by curbing a
minority’s ability to require
60 votes to end procedural
delays called filibusters.
“Republicansare inching
closer and closer to that
line. I'd hope they’ll turn
back,” said No. 3 Senate
Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer, of New York.

1028 A Andrews H
(across from Albertsons &

432-699-1117

schools at the Legislature and not waste
taxpayer resources on lobbyists.”

It 1s unclear that Demo-
crats have enough votes to
force such changes. Some
senior lawmakers have
long warned that it would
boomerang against them

should the GOP recapture

the Senate majority and the
White House.

In a sign of shifting at-
titudes, Leahy — a senator
for nearly four decades —
said he now bacﬁ a rules
change because blocking
judges for political reasons
“destroys the integrity of
the federal judiciary.”

Sens. Susan Collins, of
Maine, and Lisa Murkows-
ki, of Alaska, were the
only two Republicans to
vote “yes” on Pillard. Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev., was the only
Democrat to vote “no,”
allowing him to stage the
vote again.

Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
called the Pillard vote “a
political exercise designed
to distract the American
people from the mess that
1s Obamacare,” a reference
to major enrollment prob-
lems with the 2010 health
care law. White House

wy.

e Midland
West Lake Hardware)

GOP bloél(_s ke;r Obama nominee in Senate vote

spokesman Jay Carney said
Republicans were mak-

ing “cynical arguments in
an effort to maintain an
ideological edge” among
judges on the D.C. circuit.

Republicans have ac-
cused Obama of trying to
tilt the court’s balance in
his direction to protect the
fate of his administration’s
policies. They said the
D.C. circuit has a lighter
caseload than other dis-
tricts, and have proposed
legislation eliminating one
of its vacant judgeships
and moving the two others
to busier circuits.

Democrats said the
GOP objections are purely
political and that Repub-
licans did not object to
filling D.C. circuit vacan-
cies when George W. Bush
was president. They cite
other statistics to argue that
the D.C. circuit’s workload
has changed little in recent
years.

Pillard worked twice in
the administration of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton — at the
solicitor general’s office,
which handles Supreme
Court cases, and later in
the Justice Department.
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" The rising population of the Permian Basin has come with substancial blessings,
as well as heightened concerns. Despite the soaring economy, there are many 1n our
community who are alone, impoverished, and hurting. Currently, local and state
agencies and organizations are at, or are approaching maximum capacities.
Therefore, a group of concerned citizens, churches, and business-owners have
come together to establish a new residential sheltering program/facility in order
to meet the needs of women and children 1n crisis.

The Genesis Center of the Permian Basin recently acquired the former Trinity
Presbyterian Church building located at 2800 W. Louisiana Ave. in Midland.
This facility will house 100 women and children who find themselves 1in a personal,
economic, or social crisis due to some kind of hardship n their current circumstances.
These women and children in need will receive, at no cost to them, up to 12 months.
of housing, food, Biblical discipleship, counseling, education, job training, and
live skill training. Residents with very youg children will enjoy the benefit of an .
onsite preschool program through Trinity’s Children’s Learning Center. In addition,
residents will participate in the daily operations of the Twice Around Thrift store,
which contributes all of its p<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>