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'THE FARM.

his is the time of year when the
th"i“nk‘mg farmer sums up the result of
his year's work and begins prepara-
*ijons for the next campaisn against
adyersity. In this state in ordinary
years the cotton season extends well up
into December, and the next years
_ plans are but little thqught of 'um‘..)l
through gathering. This year it is
different, as the corn and cotton crops
are about all gathered, and the farm-
er van tell where he stands regarding
profit or loss on what he bas done.! If
he is a thinking farmer he _w!ll resolve
to profit by this year’s mistakes and
taze advantage of the opportunities
that he let go by. If he belongs_to the
class that holds out that there is only
one system of farming in this state, he
will go right along as he has been
doing, buying meat and flour, and
everything that he eats on 2 credit
packed by an interest bearing mort-
Zage on his crop or team.

The farmers of Texas have certain-
Iy had a splendid object lesson in the
penefits to be derived from a change
_in methos from those formerly in
vogue. Right here is'a good place to
vehemently say that diversified farm-
ing does not mean different crops. '}‘he
Mlinots farmer in many cases raises
nothing but corn and fordge crops, yet
he is in most instances a diversified
farmer in all that the term implies.
He does not, like his Texas brother,
consider that the market value of ithe
crop ‘when gathered constitqtes its
worth to him, but he does infer that
by  the time it is evoluted into hog
meat, beef, mutton, chickens, .egsgs,
milk, butter and good horses, he will
zet reasonable pay for his hire, and
%he inference is usually correct. And
then these things'to which he adds the
product of a good garden constitute
the most of what he eats and uses at
home, rendering him largely indepep—
dent of the town merchant. And again
under this system his income is spread
along through the year, which to any
man who will think is better than hav-

, ing it all come at one time, thereby
rendering its control more susceptible
by outsiders, who lay and wait, know-
ing that a certain amount is to come
favored at a given period.

This is the kind of diversified farm-
ing that the Journal believes in and
preaches, and it is the only kind t_hat
will pay. It is easy of application,
but requires more thought and possibly
more work than the one crop system,
gs the diversity farmer needs to have
 knowledge of detail and more man-
agerial ability than the single idea
man. The' trouble with our farmers is
that they do not utilize their oppor-
funities. Take this year’s crop for in-
stance. More corn and forage than the
country ever saw, with worlds of stock
to feed it to, yet, the farmer will take
six or seven dollars for his yearlings
and sell his corn for 20 cents a bushel,

when by cenverting it into hog or beef |.

meat he could realize 50 cents for it
easily. The few farmers who do -this
make money, but strange to say there
is very little attempt made to follow
their example by those who live right
around them. The writer has put in
time on a Texas farm, and knows of
numerous cases where one man in a
locality bought up all the stock each
year his means would allow, and with
his big feed crop, fatten and sell them
at a time -when the balance of us were
_buying everything we could get on a
mortgage given on the growing crop,
* or on the prospects of one. And still
‘the neighbors looked on this one man
as being specially lucky. It might be
said in the writer's defense that he did
not continue working under the system
mentioned. There are so many way;
of farming diversifiedly that every mai
can pursue a different plan and meet
with success, only the central principie
of never buying anything which can be
cheaper raised at home must be kept
uppermost. The thing to study out is
the way in which this can best be done.

‘With the cotton all, or about all
, gathered, the corn safely housed, and
the hay crops well stacked or under
shelter, there are a hundred and one
things that can be done in preparing
for another crop. Just as soon as there
is a freeze the corn stalks should be
brushed down, raked up and burned;
the sooner the better.. They may be a
little bit harder to handle but by early
attention millions of grass and weed
seeds can be destroyed, which if left
through the winter’s rains will get
imbedded for next year’s growth. In
other, states the corn stalks are utilized
for feed, but it is claimed that it does
not pay here. At any rate the ashes
from the corn stalks help the land
materially. The land should be broken
as soon as it is cleared of the stalks,
and let no man caddle himself with the
belief that he should not break it deep.
Deep first plowing and shallow cultiva-
tion should be the watchwords of every
Texas farmer. (The reasons for this
will be given in a future issue.) Then
on wet days it.is a good plan to go
to the bottoms and'prepare fire wood
for all of next year’s using. Good
well seasoned wood for use in the cook
stove saves many an hour’s time at the
season of year when every minute
counts. Rainy days aré also the prop-
er time for the selection of seed corn,
@ very important part of farm economy
-and one that is commonly overlooked.
‘When the corn is first cribbed a space
should be. allowed/ for seed -corn, and
throughout the winter’s feeding every
time a good ear is fdund it should
be placed therein. This is better than
waiting until planting time and hur-
riedly taking anything that comes
along. The fences need repairing, all
machinery ‘not in use should be taken
apart and housed, if there are low
places on the farm they should be
drained, the stable or dwelling may
need attention, and there is much that
an industrious man can turn his hand
too at an advantage. A compost heap
for use in the garden should be started,
as it will be found to pay well. The
hog wen should be put in good sanitary
condition, 'so that its oecupants will
not incur danger of disease, and will
fatten easily. The farmer who. suc-
ceeds never has any idle time. He
should take recreation but not to the
extent of neglecting his interests. In
the' next paper the subject of the

‘home life of the farmer will be touched

upon, and if in this or subsequent ar-
ticles anything is said that is consider-

ed worthy of comment, communica-
lt‘iok?sdto that effect will be gladly pub-
LT P {

HOLD YOUR CORN.

In line with what this paper has said
about utilizing the present big corn
crop, the following from the Western
Farm Journal of Des Moines, Towa, is
pertinent: Some two or three years
ago the cry, “Hold your wheat,” as
raised. - We did not participate in giv-
ing this counsel for the reason that we
did not see in the situation facts to
warrant advising such a policy. Wheat
is a cash crop, going into general con-
sumption and is not chiefly consumed
" on the farm. Advice to hold it, there-
fore, would be in the nature of advice
to speculate by creating a “corner,”
and this is always risky. In the pres-

.

ent gituation, however, we do feel that
under certain contingencies and with
certain limitations it would be wise
to ‘hold a large proportion of the.pres-
ent corn crop. The situation is that
while the erop' is a good one there
seems to be a determined effort on the
pdrt of the speculative interests to
make it appear better than it §s, with
the apparent purpose of “bearing” the
price and getting it out of the 'hands
of the producer for the least money pos-
sible. 'Now, corn is not, or at -least
.ought not to be, chiefly a cash crop.
That farming is most successful, other
“things being equal, which consumes
most of the corn crop on the farm
where it is grown. In the contingency
that the “‘bears” succeed in unduly de-
| pressing the price of the crop, a deter-
mined effort. should be made on the
part of all who can do so"to hold the
surplus against the needs of a lean
year, unless a price can be obtained
for it that would be profitable under
the conditions of ‘an average year. We
do not advise holding corn by way of
speculation, but we do advise *the
farmer to hold for his own future ne-
cassities, unless the priceé offered is
greater than it would probably cost
him to produce it next year. It has
been said that it is better-to sell corn
at 10 cents than to have to buy it at a
dollar. That is true, but if 10-cent corn
was a ‘possibility it would be a good
dealypetter to hold it rather than to sell
it now and buy corn next year for 25,
35, 45 or 50 cents. We have in mind
now a large corn® growing section
which two years ago, in the face of
a large prospective corn crop, sold the
bulk. of its corn around 35 cents. Along
came hot winds, and in six or eight
weeks the same farmers were hauling
back to their farms the same corn,

50 cents. Now, the corn crop this year
will keep and it ought to be Kept on
the farm if the alternative is that it
shall be sacrificed for less money than
it takes to produce cormr in average
years. The experience of  the past
ought to teach us that we will have
good years and bad ones M the future.
Against the bad ones provision shouid
be made by saving the surplus of the
good years, instead of giving it away
in a persistently “bear” market. Not
as a matter of speculation, therefore,
but.a wise conservation ef his resources
orf his own ‘use, we thjnk it would be
well for the farmer to hold his corn
under the limitations stated. . It may
be better to have corn to sell at 10
cents than to have to buy it at a dol-
lar. It is always better to have corn
to sell at any price, than to be obliged
torbuy it at any price, but if the price
that can be obtained, and which the
large markets seem to be trying to es-
tablish by exaggeration of the crop,
does not afford a profit on the produc-
tion in ‘average years, farmers who are
in fairly .easy circumstances can bet-
ter afford to hold their surplus for their
IJWn future use than to give it away.
! PRI
h ENSILAGE IN STACKS.
prprovement in the preservatajon of
ensilage appears to be far from com-
plete. While a few years ago expensive,
air-tight, underggound silos of mason-
‘work ‘were thought necessary, today
cheap wooden structureg above ground
are mach more highly commended,
and there is reason to believe that even
these will erelong be thought entirely
unnecessary... Numerous open-air silos,
as they are called, have been put up
in Texas this year, and those who have
no, faith in their success should read
what James Hunt of Westbury-on-
Tr;zm, England, has to say on the sub-
cL:

“There is no difficulty/in stackifg
green crops if they are’ cut in their
/| prime, and the stack,. especially the
outside of it, be thoroughly tramped
while in process of building. A large
number of my acquaintances have put

the results.”
also gratifying.

An Englishman writes: “I put up a
stack of meadow grass 18x16, begin-
ning early in June, and putting a
‘weight of 150 1bs. per foot on it until a
crop of upland grass was cut and put
on the second week in july. Again the
weight was applied. A round stack 16
feet in diameter was made of second-
growth clover in the last of August
and weighted 120 pounds to the foot.
Another stack about ten feet im diam-
eter was also made, and all this ensi-
lage kept remarkably well, commend-
ing the experiment for trial. Any.crop
fit for a silo will do for a stack except
when finely "cut. Less worx is re-
quired to make a stack than to fill
pits, and tlie former can be built just
where the crop is grown. In building
a 'stack, care should be taken to keep
the sides higher - than the middle,
tramping them as much and the sides
as little as possible. If this is not done
the stack ig liable to slide and buige.
In weighting a green stack, 100 pounds
to 105 pounds per square foot will be
found sufficient.”

His own experience is

- THE SILO

In building a silo there ghould be a
good water tight foundation of stone,
a little lower in th= center and well
covered with cement. On this the
frame work should rest. Good drain-
age and air tight walls are what is
wanted. Instead of having one large
silo it is being found that it is much
better to have more smaller ones or a
large one divided into compartments,
as the ensilage will thus be better pre-
served when feeding out. The deeper
the §ilo the more compact the ensilage
will - became from pressure of itself
and the better it will be. With the car-
riers now attached to the cutters there
is no difficulty in elevating the ensilage
to the top of the barn if necessary.
Ten to twelve feet square and eighteen
to twenty feet high are good dimen-
sions.- Silos of this description should
be built for from 50 cents to $1 a ton
capagcity, according; to location and
cost of material.

Corn can either be put in the silo

whole—piroperly managed—or cut, but
in general I think the farmers favor
cutting, as it is much more convenient
.handling the ensilage. when feeding.
Excessive ‘tranitping of the ensilage
when filling the silo or weighing after-
ward is not now considered necessary,
thus doing away with considerable
work. When the silo is filled it should
be covered with a thick layer of straw
or poor hay to absorb the moisture and
preserve the =nsilage on top.

The kind of corn to plant for ensilage
will depend in a great measure on the
ldation. Amou of fodder is one
thing and gquality another. The ‘time
for raising a great mass of stalks with-
out ears has gone by. It is found that
the ears are as valuable as the stalks,
so then the largest amount of both
that can be grown the better the crop
will be.

The best time to put in the silo is
considered to be when ears are in full
milk or soon after. This will make a
rich good food.

Instead of raising corn to husk, grind
and then feed—corn and fodder separ-
ately—some now put the entire crop in
the silo as the most profitable way to
dispose of it. Much labor is saved by
this gnethod, and more real nutriment
got out of the crop.

Carefully conducted tests at the Ver-
mont experiment station with cgrn
cured and fed .to cows without husk-
ing; husked, the corn ground and then
fed with the stalks, and ensilage made

which they had purchased from 48 to|

up stacks and are quite satisfied with.

|

from the corn.without husking, were
found to be in favor of the latter meth-
od. i

As it is difficult growing corn so as
to be in condition to feed as early as
gome farmers wouid like to do, the
practice of filling a silo to be kept over
until the folllowing summer for use
when wanted, is being folllowed by
some with advantage. The ensilage is
found to keep well and can be fed at
a time when it is very desirable to keep
up the flow of milk until the new crop
is in a cendition for use.

It may be a little late for silos this
year, but the importance of the corn
to this country and its most economi-
cal and profitable disposition may well

_engage our attention at all times, and

the: wise farmer, the one who thinks,
studies and acts® for himself, will' be
planning wisely for the future and
zealously working in accordance there-
with.—HE. R. Tow!e. ¥
$ O
Tt is quite refreshing t@ the man who
is ihterested in better times among the
farmers to read a leader in a paper like
the Dallas News—which paper by the
way does more for the solid advance-
ment of Texas than any. other daily—
such an article as the following: “The,
farmers of Texas should follow up
the advantages won by them so far by
a diversification of crops. They have
felt perceptibly  the . benefits of ‘the
change this year,~not only in the in-
creased value of a less costly cotton
erop, but also in' the general benefit
that has come to the state with ‘the
meat and bread policy. Man can mof
live by cotton’' alone. The natural and
speculative risks that come to the farm-
er who pins his faith solely to cotton
or solely to any other product are cer-
tainly too serious and too dangerous
for the average man with a family
to feed and clothe. It is wiser and
safer for every ‘one to keep himself
as free as possible from the manipula-
tions of the professional bulls and
bears. One of the best.ways. to do this
is to begin by producing at home as
many of the‘necessaries and luxuries of
life as possible. One pays no’ import
duties, no profits to brokers, no penal-
ties to the fool-killer on the corn,
wheat, oats, potatoes, pork, beef, poul-
try, vegetables and fruits that he raises
and consumes at home. The resident
of the town: or city pays a profit, a
tax or a penalty on every morsel he
or his dependents. consume. Not so
with the wise farmer who applies dir-
ectly to Dame Nature for what he
needs and -wants. Of course there are
some things thdt he will find it to his
interest to obtain at the store, the
mill or the factory; but he will not go
for meat and bread to the grocers
whom he. should ‘supply with such
things. The legitimate merchant pre-
fers as a customer the self-sustaining
farmer who brings to town something
ito pay for his purchases. It is cer-
tainly, not to the interest of the man in
town to have ‘the farmer continue
weak, helpless and unreliable. Slavery
to” King (Cotton has broken the mer-
chant  whom the cotton farmer has
found it impossible to pay. It is well
plant some cotton, but not all cot-
iton. Plant seme corn, but not all
¢orn. Grab as many opportunities and
chances as possible by trying a variety
of crops.. This will enable you to with-
stand even the manipulations of the
man. who engineers and controls a cor-
ner. Followed out to legitimate and
successful results a wise diversification
of .crops will enable the farmer to snap
his finger at trusts, combinations, dis-
criminations and in a measure to defy
even - monetary  disturbances.  Every
planter should begin another year by
laying off his wheat field and other
fields with an eye single to safety and
independence.  Diversification is the
word. It is the great text of the Texas
farmer of today.” There is a whole
lot of good sense in the foregoing, and
the beaut i .
Jbeauty of it is that there is no
getting away from any of them. The
‘whole matter will come around straight

' some time, but the movement is slow,

and good time is being lost.

COTTON CONDITIONS.

The returns to the statistical divi
of the department o5 agr!culture!gtoor;
the month of October make cotton
show a decline of 5.7 points from. the
%eptifber condition, which was 70.8
or the present mi ;
iR onth the condition is,
_There is a general complain
the counties reporting otp exteg(i)‘{:
damage from early rains, recent drouth
and ravages by boll-worms and other
insects. In. South ' Carolina, Georgia
a_nd Mississippi there is not one excep-
tion, in the remaining states very
few. Top crop almost everywhere re-
ported a failure, -and-the yield short-
ened by premature opening.

The percentages by states

are as
follows: Virginia, 78; North Carolina,
68; South Carolina, 64; Georgia, 72:

Florida, 84; Alabama, 70; Mississi
67; Louisiana, 64; Texas, 58; Arlanome
72; Tennessee, 70; Missouri, 85. >

In-a letter to the manager of the
Fort Worth stock yards Mr. Julius
Runge of Galveston, a prominent bus-
iness man, who has done much for
Texas’ advancement, says: “Glad to
see from today’s paper that the pack-
ing house capacity will be materially
increased.

“What are you doing to keep up
agitation for diversified crops. Most
people who pretend to know expect on
gnormouds increﬁfe in cotton, and that
orn and everything else wi -
ly neglected. i L

“My opinion is that thé Texas farm-
er has had a practical demonstration
of the blessings of diversified crops.

“I don’t look for more than 10 to 15
ber cent. increase in cotton acreage
for 1896, and no material reduction in
acreage of corn.

“We will have twenty-five feet of
water agross the bar before March, 96.”

A e
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“KATY FLYER.”

On October 6, the popular M., K. &
T. railway company will put into ser-
vice between HouSton and St. Louis,
via Smithville, Taylor, Temple, Waco,
Hillsboro, Waxahachie, Dallas; Fort
‘Worth, Greenville, Denton, Whitesbo-
ro anyl Denison, trains numbers 5 and
6, which will be wcalled the “Katy
Flyer.”

The equipment of these trains will be
first-class in every particular, having
free reclining chair cars, Wagner
sleepers and every first-class accommo-
dation. This train will leave Houston
daily at 6:30 p. m, arriving in St. Louis
the second morning at 7:30 a. m. The
south-bound will leave St. Louis daily
.at 8:30 p. m. and get to Houston the
second morning at 9:30 a. m.

The Katy, always working to the in-

i terest and comfort of her patrons, has

taken this way of engrafting herself
even more deeply into the good graces
of the traveling public. The Katy has
always ignored the idea that box-cars
were good enough for Tekas people to
ride in. £

SRS Ll L S
Dozens of Texas Stock: and Farm
Journal sewing machines have found
their way into Texas homes, and there
has never been a single complaint from
a purchaser. This is a pretty good
record, and if in need of a sewing ma-
chine, the best' made for. the least
money can be obtained. Address a
Jetter of inquiry to Texas Stock and
Farm Journal, Fort Worth, Tex. .

ORCHARD AND GARDEN

KEEPING SWEET POTATOES.

In answer to a question as to some
good mathod of keeping sweet potatoes
the plan given by Prof. W. F. Massey
of the North Carolina experiment sta-
tion is offered. He says the follow-
ing method has been found to keep
sweet potatoes in perfect order ugtil
June: Procure a good supply of pine
straw from the woods in a dry time
and keep it under cover ready for use.
Dig the potatoes as soon as the frost
cuts the vines. If not convenient to
dig at once, cut the frosted vines off
at once, or they will harbor fungus
growth that will damage the potatoes.
Dig on a warm sunny day; lay the
pototoes along the rows as dug, and
do’ not allow them to b e bruised by
throwing into piles. Handle at all times
as gentle as eggs. Allow them to lie
in' the sun during the day, and in .the
evening haul to a convenient place.
Place a good layer a foot thick of pine
straw on the ground, and on this pile
the potatoes in steep heaps, not over
twenty-five bushels in a pile. Cover
jthe piles thickly all over with the
‘dry pine straw; now build a rough
board shed over the pile and let them
remain until the weather grows colder,
or until  they have gone through a
sweat and dried-off. Then cover the
heaps with earth six or eight inches
thick and beat - smooth. The impor-
tant points are the sweating' under the
previous cover of the pine straw be-
fore covering with earth, very careful
‘handling, . and .the. board- cover over-
head. Dry earth keeps out more cold
than wet earth. If for family use,
put in smaller piles ‘and take up an
entire heap at once for use, keeping
?hem in a dry, warm place while us-
ing.. ‘Where pine straw can not be
obtained any good dry- straw will an-
swer the purpose.

MORE SWEET POTATO KNOWL-s
EDGE.

College Station, Texas.—To keep
sweet potatoes well they must first be
broperly harvested. If the crop be
intended for. stock feed it is much’
cheaper to let the stock harvest it.
Cattle may be turned on first to eat
the tops and vines, afterwards hogs
may be turned on to harvest the tub-
ers. In this way nearly all the crop
may be saved at a minimum cost. If
the potatoes are to be dug, it is im-
portant to know when to dig them.
The crop should not be dug when the
sap is active in the veins. If when a
tuber is‘fut, the cut place partly heals
over and becomes dry the crop is usu-
ally ready to be harvested. But if the
cut place turns greenish black the crop
is not ready to be harvested.

Vines are a great nuisance in harvest-
ix?g sweet potatoes. There are two
different ways of getting rid of them.
One is to graze them off and the other
is to cut ‘them off. We have used a
sharp rolling cutter on the beam of a
tmjning plow just in front of the plow
point successfully. This rolling cutter
cuts the vines on each side of the row
while - some dirt was- thrown away
from the row at the same time. The
third time the tugning plow was run in
the center of the rows and the potatoes
thrown out. The tubers were then
gathered and sacked. Care must be
not to bruise them, as the soft rot is
aptAto‘ start at all bruised, places. All

ruised tubers should be sorted out
nd fed at once before storing. We
have tried Fositite, Bordeaux. mixture,
lime and sand in keeping sweet pota-
toes, bhut neither one proved effectual
in. preventing the spread of black rot.
‘We have obtained good results by
lettingy the tubers remain in the ground,
where they grew until wanted. By
throwing dirt over the rows with a
turnipg plow it will prevent them from
freezing in this climate. Further
work, . which is now in progress, is
necessary along this line before posi-
tive recommendations .can be ‘given
as to the best method to prevent ‘in-
jury by black rot. If the potatoes
are to be stored away they must be
dried first and those which decay from
soft. rot must be taken out frequently.
In about two weeks after digging they
will be dry and the soft rot will stop.
The potato house we have used in
keeping potatoes, both sweet and Irish,
is shown in a bulletin now in press.
It consists of two outer walls with a
dead ‘air space between. Also two
doors, a double floor and ventilator
The ventilator may be opened and clos-
ed at will. During warm days in the
fall the doors are left open for further
ventilation. Inside are upright pieces
which project from the floor to the
ceiling. Strips reach from these across
to the walls, and on these planks are
laid lengthwise, which are nailed also
against the sides of the posts, thus
forming long boxes. The potatoes are
stored in these and dry road sand mixed
with thém. Mice can not.go through
dry sand. Potatoes kept well in. this
house last winter, when the tempera-
ture went down as low as 70 degrees
Fah., and not 1 per cent were injured
by freezing.

The stand must be changed every
year for sweet potatoes, because it
is very apt to contain spores of dis-
éases which will infect the next crop.
‘Where we did not change he sand
nearly all the crop was lost from black
rot.. The potatoes that have kept best
are Brazilian, Bronze, Canal, Shang-
hai and Southern Queen. The purple
skin varitties have resisted the dis-

ease best. R. H. PRICE,
Hoirticulturist, Texas Experiment Sta-
tion. ~

THE NEW ONION CULTURE.

‘All may not understand just what is
meant by “The New Onion Culture,” by
which ‘enormous crops have been
grown, both in England and in the
‘West.

This method of culture ' consists
simply in sowing the seed /in green-
house or hotbeds and then transplant-
ing to the open ground, as cabbage or
other plants.

The new method, although said by
some to have been in vogue for several
vears, has only been Dbrought into
prominence the past few seasons.” Mr.
Green, of Ohio experiment station, and
Mr. Greiner, of New York, are both
given the credit of bringing the new
method to public notice, which plan is
described as follows in an address by
E. S. Tussing, before the Columbus,
Ohio, Horticultural society: )

“I have had some little experience in
growing onions from set and from seed
in the open field, but the ‘new way’ is
the only way now, for us, whether
growing for the market or for family
use only.

“By planting the right varieties we
can grow a larger yield, of better
quality, and with less labor than by
any other method, and when plants
may be had, reasonably, I could give
no reason for buying sets.

“The plants can be bought cheaper
than grown, unless you intend plant-
ing to some extent.

Varieties.

“There are several varieties, of for-
eign origin, that take K well to this
method of culture, but the Spanish
King or Prize Taker is by far the best
and most attractive of any of the va-
rieties we have tested. This variety
resembles the large Bermudas, seen
at all our groceries.

‘“While we cannot grow them quite

so large, they compare very favorably, !
with all things considered.

“The common varieties are not to be
compared- with the above for quality
or productiveness.

‘“The past season we had Danvers,
Wethersfield, White and Yellow Globe
planted beside the Prize Taker, /that
Wwere treated alike throughout the sea-
son; and yet the latter produced two
bushels to one of the others on a like
area.

‘“The smaller varieties, however,
made up in strength for what they
lacked in size, for those were so strong
they could hardly be eaten without
cooking. A

“There is a demand in our market
for white onions, at an advanced price;
so I planted the so-called Large White
Globe, but last season it proved to be
too ‘small, and as the White Victoria i
is recommended very highly, am try-
ing that variety this season. E

“The seed of this variety of ‘the firs
sowing proved worthless, was from a |
lot of old seed I concluded, and had to
order the second time, making my |
plants a littie later than I liked. Hence
the necessity of testing seed before-
hand.

“We set last season = some 17,000
plants, and gathered seventy bushels.
This, of course, was a light yield, but}
when we remember the exceeding |
drouth I only wonder that they did as
well; and had we planted all Prize
Taker the yield would have been sev-
eral bushels more.

Soil and Manure.

“While I believe any so0il will produce
a good crop of onions, the soil on which
we have grown our best crops is near
an open ditch, black, sticky: muck. This
breaks up very rough and is plowed in
the fall. After the action of the winter
frosts but little labor is required to
place it in first-class condition.

“We do not stop harrowing or drag-
ging until the soil is as firm and level
as it is possible to get it with the team,
then finish up with the garden rake.
The soil should be nearly perfectly.
Jevel to prevent washing out or cover-
ing plants by heavy rains and to facili-
tate the use of the wheel hoe.

“To fertilize the plot, unless the ma-
nure is well rotted, it should be
plowed under, but fine manures are
scattered on the surface and harrowed
in. Poultry manure is excellent for the
onion, and best composted with ssoil
or sifted coal ashes. One hardly need
fear using too much, either.

“Wood ashes are recommended very
highly, but have not proved of any
great value on our soil.

The past season one side of our patch
had a liberal application of high grade
phosphate, sown broadcast before har-
rowing, which increased the vield quite
perceptibly. We aim.to locate our
patch at a different place each sea-
son. By doing this we hope to avoid
the bad effects of blight and insects,
to some extent. Have had no serious
trouble as yet, but part of our patch
last year that had been cropped with
onions the year before was affected
scmewhat with blight. I never could
accept the theory that the ground be-
comes better for onions each succeed-
ing year a crop is grown upon it.”
Sowing and Planting—The seed should
be sown from the middle of February
to the middle of March. I should not
like to sow later than the latter date,
as the plants should be set early be-
fore the hot, dry weather comes on.

Ours are set about April 15th to 25th,
and have not lost any from frost.

The plants are taken up by loosen-
ing the soil under them first with a
trowel or stick.

By trimming off part of the tops and
roots we are enabled to Set plants more
rapidly and better. We do not trim
severally, but with a bunch of plants
in one hand, and with a single stroke
of the knife we take off just enough
of the top that the plant will stand
erect when set, and at another stroke
enough sprangly roots are taken ' off
so that we can do much better work.
To set the plants, a round stick about
one inch in diameter, sharpened to a
point, answers the purpose very well,
but where many plants are to be set
I prefer the modern steel dibble. With
this we make two or three strokes to
each plant. First, a straight hole,
into which the plant is placed and
held with the left hand. A second
time the dibble is inserted about one
inch from the plant, point toward the
plant at an angle and then pushed
toward the plant, thus compacting the
soil about the roots; then another light
stroke to fill up the: whole. -When
properly set plants cannot be pulled
up by the tops. This may seem a sim-
ple matter, but I have often been
amused in watching others set plants,
put shall not undertake to téll how
they go about it. I have also seen
plants set with much less trouble than
my way, by just dropping the plants
in  a mark and simply pressing the
roots in the soil with the fingers or a
stick. But I feel sure I could not sleep
well on retiring had set a lot of
plants in this way, fearing they would
not do well, for in planting sets, truly
“the best way is the only way.”

We always aim to set the plants
when the soil is moist, and to prevent
tramping and packing the soil, instead
of using a line or marker we have a
Jot of 10-inch barn boards that are
jaid down in straight lines end to end
and a row of plants are set at each
side of these boards, making the rows
just about the right distance, twelve
to fourteen inches apart. The plants
are set three to four inches in the row.

By this method we prevent tramping
the ground any whatever, and are able
to utilize considerable time when the
soil is wet and we would not dare go
upon it in any other way.

Cultivating.—By this new method of
cultivating we avoid the most tedious
part of the cultivation, that of the
first two weedings; and most of the
cultivating is done with the wheel hoe.
We aim to cultivate with this every
'week or ten days.

One thorough weeding, by hand,
ought to suffice. One of the best tools
for this work is an old table Kknife.
One cannot do this work perfectly
without getting down to it and stirring
the soil between each plant.

What hoeing is necessary after this
is usually done with a narrow-bladed

hoe.

Harvesting.—There is only one draw-
back to these newer varieties. They
are not as good kepers as some of the
more common varieties. Two reasons
might be given for this: One, that
they are more palatable and more
likely to be used first; and the other,
that they are softer. I believe, how-
ever, that with a little extra precau-
tion they might be kept till spring
very nicely. As the bulbs grow large
and are nearly all on top the ground,
they are exposed to the elements and
will be injured by the heat of the sun
unless gathered as soon as fully ripe.
The only trouble we have experienced
is to keep them from ‘growing, but
this can be prevented if spread out and
kept perfectly dry. They should be
kept cool and as near the freezing
point as possible during the winter.
We have always put our crop off in
the fall, as we are not prepared to
winter many, and taking into consid-
eration the distance from market and
the bad roads in winter we think it is
hest for us. 4

Order your stencils, seals, rubber
stamps, ete,, direct from the Texas

Rubber Stamp Co., 350 Main st., Dallas.

POULTRY. |

Of course there is some demand for
large turkeys for hotels and boarding
houses, but the private 'family will
have none of them, for two excellent
reasons: First, the oven in the aver-
age city house is t6o small to accom-
modate such a lordly bird, and second-
ly the size of the family not being in
proportion, its members would rebel at
the turkey’s too frequent appearance
at meals. It would be well. for the
turkey raiser to keep both thesé points
in view-and regulate’ the,size of his
birds accordingly. He will save in feed
and get better returns for his flock.
The day of the enormous gobbler is’
past.—EX.

POULTRY A CHEAP LUXURY.

Just why poultry should be regarded
as one of the luxuries to be réserved
for special occasions in so  ‘many
farmers’ families it - would be: rather
hard to decide. A pound of poultry
can be produced by the farmer as
cheaply as a pound of beef, mutton or
pork, says the Genesee Farmer, and
there is no good reason why poultry
should not be found very often on the
farmer’s table. It is just as profitable
to eat the poultry and sell the pok,
and a great deal more wholesome, for
as a nation we eat entirely too muchy
pork for the general good. The mrest
of the pork eaten is principally fat,
and this does not add to the health cr
strength of the consumer nearly as
much as the consumption of an equal
amoeunt of pork would. With a sup-
ply of chickens, ducks, turkeys ard
geese, the farmer could have a variety
in the way of meat food that mn.akes
it possible for the cook’ to add rsuch
to the. attraction of the. table. Pork
is hard to digest, and this maXkes it
so much the more unfit for use when
hard work is pushing the farmer, for
all the energy uselessly wasted in di-
gesting food is lost in the amount of
viork one is able to perorm. oultry of
all kinds is easily. digested ani has
less tendency to create heat than fat
pork, and the farmer who has care for
the health of his family will vse mcre
poultry than pork.

CHAT. z

COTTON SEED OIL FOR TICKS.

The tick and Texas fever season are
about over, but the subject of prevent=
ation is ever worth talking about, hence
the following letter furnished to a pa-
per outside of the state by Veterinar-
jan Francis of the Texas experiment
station is reproduced: There are per-
haps some readers of your paper who
may be interested in our efforts to.
suggest a practical remedy for the
ticks—those annoying and disgusting
parasites of cattle and other animals
of the South and Southwest. It is
presumed that those who will be inc
terested in these remarks are acquaint-
ed with ticks in a general way and
something of their life, history and, of
their relation to a certain disease called
Texas fever. - !

I shall proceed to relate our expex-
jence in attempting to destroy these
creatures. There are several measures
that are mentioned occasionally. that
are inteded to prevent the attack of
the tick. It has been suggested to
burn off the pastures in the fall. ' This
certainly would destroy a great many,
but is not done to any considerable
extent. The idea generally is that
sulphur, if teken frequently with
the feed or with salt, will produce a
condition of the skin offensive to the
ticks and thus keeep them off. Our
experience along this line was far fror
satisfactory. A more prevalent:
ion is that sulphur water will ace 5
plish the desired result if the animals
have free access to, it. This may be
successful in some cases, but it certain-
ly fails at this colllege where our dairy
herd, which consists of about eighty
animals, drinks sulphur water daily.
During the last thirty days ticks have
troubled our cows more than any simi-
lar period for several years. Our ef-
forts have been mostly directed to-
ward some practical remedy to destroy
the ticks after they have become at-
tached to the animals. Of the reme-
dies employed for this purpose there are
mamy. After.several years' of experi-
ence along this line we have abandoned
the tobaccco decoctions, the carbolic
preparations, arsenical and the lime
and sulphur “sheep dips” and kerosene
emulsion.

‘We have found nothing that com-
pares with cottton seed oil, applied gen-
erously with a wide paint brush. It is
effective, does not irrritate the skin
and is of moderate cost. We some-
times add to it 10 per cent of crude
carbolic acid or of kerosene, but I am
not sure that this is necessary or des-
jrable. The above applies only to gen-
tle animals. To appply the animals
we have built a large cattle-dipping vat
of about 5000 gallons capacity. This
device was built ‘and put into opera-
tion by Mr. R. J. Kleburg of Alice,
Texas. The cattle are confined in the
pens are forced to enter the vat
through a chute. When an animal ar-
rives ¢a the trap-door it loses its bal-
ance and slides into the vat. The door
then falls back into its original posi-
tion ready for the next. The cattle
swim the vat and arrive on the drip-
ping platform, where they remain a
short time to allow the excess of drip
to drain back into the vat.

During the summer of 1894 we used
a certain carbolic sheep dip in the
vat at a strength of 5.5 per cent. We
found that when the dip was made
strong enough to kill the adult female
ticks it irritated the cattle severely
and became too expensive. We then
selected: a cheaper carbolie. dip. This
was a very imperfect emulsion, and
after several animals had passed
through the vat and had agitated the
dip vigorously there apppeared on the
surface an unmixed portion which may
for convenience be called *scum.””
This scum accumulated by the action
of the waves at the far end of the vat
and covered the cattle as they came
out. This was very fatal to the tick
and sugggested the oil process de-
scribed below.

‘We have been endeavoring to find a
substance that will deséroy every tick,
that will not irritate the skin and that
is moderate in cost. These conditions
are met by cotton seed oil. We fill the -
vat with water and put about one inch
of the oil in  it. The cattle are then
driven through, and on comiag out of
the water are covered with the oil.
The inferior grades of the oil show a
tendency to emulsify in neutral and in
alkaline waters, probably due to the
reisins they éontain. This greatly re-
duces the efficiency of the oil, but for-
tunately this can be almost entirely
prevented by the addding of 5 per cent
of salt. further study of alkaline
water is necessary. We have not crip-
pled drowned or aborted any animals
by the dippping process.

The object of thse experiments is
twofold. First to provide a means of
destroying the' ticks on a large scale,
as this arrangement has a capacity
of 1000 to 20000 animals per day; second,
to provide a method by which cattle
can be treated that may be shipped
to any portion of the country, at any
season of the year, without being a
source of disease to any other animals.
The economic importance of the work
is evident. :
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Tt is certainly an occasion for won;l:s

nd vehemently find some consolation
;lan the 'statement that *‘this is Y3 big
country.” The great Northwest has
poured ‘& regular flood-tide of cattle
on the market, and each week the hope
indulged by those who have cattle to
gell is blasted by the ‘apparently ex-
haustless supply. Every big Monday’s
run for the past month has  been
fondly spoken of as the last, but here
comes the last one with. -21,000 cattle
at Chicago, and despair, - deep -and
dark, is closing in on those who cannot
‘hold much longer. Still a retrospective
view will show that every year abogt

about this time, the Indian Territory,
‘West Arkansas and Panhandle owners
are cleaning up, and heavy runs are
the natural consequence. This move-
ment is bound to cease, and that before
very long, and in the natural order of
things cattle should take an advance.

There are, however, the natives 4yet
and of every branch of the

anything like correctly estimate.
movement to the country from all the
been ~very heavy this
year, and anything like a rise in val-
ues is liable to precipitate a x'egplar
avalanche of full and half-fed natives
in two days time, Corn is so very plen-
tiful, and all of the farmers of the big
corn states have gone in for feeding on
as big a'scale as their condition would
warrant. There is one thing that in a
measure has disconcerted them, and
may be the cause of their cattle being
sent to market in an unfinished condi-
tion—and that is the cholera among
the hogs. The feeders of the big corn
States must have hogs to follow their
cattle, and in many instances the gain
{made by the hogs is their sole source
of profit in a season’s feeding. Cholera
is sweeping the face of the earth in
certain sections, and the hogs are be-
ing marketed with a whoop, regardless
of age or condition. All of the hogs
that are being shipped in are not in-
fected, but their owners entertain the
fear that they will be, and are acting
accordingly.

Speaking of the shortage, there is no
man who will watch the receipts and
study the existing conditions but who
will realize that it does exist. Re-

‘ceipts at the four hig markets, as com-

pared with the same period last year,
show a marked ‘decrease, and while
there may be a considerable number
to come yet, this month - will witness
the practical close of the range season,
and the natives and Southern feeders
will constitute the supply. Just what
the natives will amount to is, as said
before, perplexing. Not but that the
mumber will be large, but how large?
..s far as this country is concerned,
it is not difficult to tell that the num-
ber of cattle on feed is much smaller
than last year, and our stuff will cut
but little figure as to having any effect
on prices.

The Mexican cattle ghost that was
trotted out of the closet with the hope
of scaring somebody has failed in
the purpose for which it was intended,
and though the embargo has been off
for about fifteen days, about five cars
of tops of all Mexico as regards cat-
tle have reached the market, bringing
the :munificent price of §2.40 per hun-
dred. There have been and will be
quite ‘a few cattle come over, but they
will not reach the market this year.
There are too many unoccupied pas-
tures in Texas and the territories, to
permit ¢f as.sorry a lot of cattle as
the Mexicans going on to market, and
the way they are being gobbled up for
range and breeding purposes is a
strong indication of the existing short-
age. Mexican cows crossed with good
bulls produce a surprisingly good grade
of stock, and what the stockmen stand
most in need of now is she stuff.

ol

The fall round-ups and brandings
in Texas are for the most part over,
swhat few there were. Of course, every
‘cow outfit looked after the branding
of what calves came after the spring
work and those that were missed, but
as far as the general round-ups, in
what the term implied some years
ago, they are a thing of the past.

Replying to the Journal's letter of
inquiry regarding the number of cat-
tle on feed, etc., the Flatonia Oil Mill
company says: ‘‘About 2000 head of
cattle are being fed from meal from
our mill, which is 600 head less than
last year. Meal is $2.00 per ton higher
than last year; hulls about the same.
Meal”ls a much better grade than last
year. / i

The general land office reports 500
applications to purchase and 450 appli-
cations to lease school and other lands
received during October. ' Applications
covering sales of 54,917 acres and leases
of. 625,607 acres have been examined
and ' approved during the month.
Among the leases was one of 115,604
acres to the American Pasture com-
pany. Sales of timber only were made
on 4310 acres. Applications to pur-

‘chase are being received at the rate of

fifty per day.

The Kansas City Drovers’ Telegram
on Thursday says: The first shipment
of Mexican cattle under the new order
was here today. There were nine loads
in the original consignment, but the
stuff was in Fort orWth on Monday
and three loads were ‘sold to paruies
there. J. H. Boyd is in charge of them.
These were the first Mexican that were
ever yarded in the native division.
They passed inspection at the vurder.
Under Morton’s rule, the were admitted
into_ felllowship with native catttle,
free to go to the packing house or to
the feed lots or pastures, just as suit-
#d them best. There are 104 steeers av-
eraging 921 pounds and sold at $2.40.

TLand Commisisoner Baker of Austin
'sends the Journal the following:

Will you do me. the courtesy to ze-
quest through the columns of your
paper all country papers to say for
the information of their readers, that
it would greatly relieve this office if
all persons would send their moneys
for the purchase, lease and interest
payments on school land, direct to the
treasurer of the state. The law re-
quires this to be done, and no provision
is made by the law for accepting such
moneys in this office. Unless this
course is adopted in compliance with
the law, I shall be campelled, in the
[nterest of economy in this service to
peturn their moheys to the writers,
The people can have no conception of
the amount pf labor imposed on the
land office by this disregard of the
law. Besides, it causes much delay
in having their  business letters
promptly acknowledged.

One of the biggest cattle sales made
in Texas for & long time and perhaps
the largest ever made here by a trus-

tee was finally closed yesterday, said
the Fort Worth zette of Sunday.
The deal has been on for some' time,
but it was only yesterday that .the
sale was completéd, By this deal D. T.
Bomar, trustee for the big cattle firm
©of Clark & Plumb, who recently made
a deed of trust sold the entire ranch
property of the company, including'14,-
000 head of range catttle located in
Fisher, Kent and adjoining countles,
The total consideratnion was, $180,000.
The purchaser of this extensive prop-
erty is Henry G. Weare of thelfirm of
Weare & Allison, Sioux 1s,’ 8. D.,
buying them, however, individually.
Mr. Weare, who s a young man, will
asssume charge of the ranch and cattle
and manage them, but will remove
none from the state to his Northern
home., He will be in Fort Worth soon
and spend a month here. He is a
brother-in-law of Mr. Clark of the old
firm.
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The United States consul at Montes
video speaks as follows:in a recent
report about Uruguayan cattle: No
country in the world, compamth{ely_to
its size, shows as great a wealth in live
stock, with its corresponding products,
as does Uruguay. * * The average
quality of live stock is inferior to that
raised in Texas, but answers the pur-
pose of this country very well.” These
remarks are especially interesting be-
cause they relate to the beef-producing
ability of one of our chief rivals in
the European market.

The Dallas News says: It will be
remembered by all those who attended
the last cattle raisers’ convention that
Jerry Barbee and his famous “Cotton
Belt band” from the company’s shops
at Pine Bluff made one of the most
pleasant features of the ‘whole conven-
‘tion. Col. Barbee has said that he
would not bring his music makers to
the next convention because of certain
discontent engendered among some
here at evidences of the band’s popu-
larity., This has been heard of and al-
ready a strong pressure is being made
to have him change ‘his mind. Secretary
J. C. Loving said today that the Pine
Bluff boys were almost indispensible,
while as Jake Zurn says: “‘They come
high, yet we are bound to have ‘em.”
Six new members have been added to
the band since last March: and it is
now one of the most widely known pri-
vate bands in the South. All'the local
stockmen will join Secretary Loving
in his reqeust of the Cotton ‘Belt rail-
way that the band be allowed to come.

Capt. Dan McCunningham, governg
mental quarantine inspector at El Paso,
has returned to his post from a trip
North. Said he: “About next Tues-
day or Wednesday the rush of cattle
from Mexico into this country will be-
gin in earnest. Large herds are now
on the march for El Paso, Fort Han-
cock and Deming. One herd of 4500
head of Britton Davis’’ cattle from
Corralitos will arrive at Forf Hancock
ih two or three days. There will be
some Httle delays, as the government
expects me to do all of the inspecting
and of course if herds arrive at El
Paso, Deming and Fort Hancock on
the same day, I can not be at each
point the same day. Yes, it is now de-
finitely known how many head of cat-
tle entered this country during the last
year from Mexico, though the figures
have never yet been published. Be-
tween January 1, 1894, to January 1,
1895, there were 128,627 head of cattle
passed into this country through the

ports of El Paso, Deming, Nogales,
Bisbee, Santiago, Brownsville and
Laredo.”

Dr. J. B. Taylor, one of the largest
cattle owners in Texas, and who with
his brother is proprietor of the cele-
brated pacer, “Joe Ratchen,” arrived
last Monday, ' Dr. Taylor recently pur-
chased from Jot Gunter of Grayson
county the latter’s famous herd of
Hereford cattle. It consists of 465 head
of cows, calves and thoroughbred bulls,
which Mr.  Gunter has been breeding
and grading up for the past fifteen
vears. He started from high grades
and bred from thoroughbred registered
stock ever since. It is claimed by cat-
tlemen that know eve-y herd of im-
portance in the state that there is nopt
within the borders a finer bred heérd
than the one bought by Dr. Taylor.
The doctor will continue the system of
breeding adopted by Mr. Gunter, and
will furnish himself and neighbors with
the very best of acclimated bulls. He
has eighty bull calves in the herd at
present, and has two offers for them
from local ranchmen at good prices.,
The new cattiec are now located in the
doctor’'s Devil's river pasture. The im-
portation of this fine herd of cattle
to the San Angelo country is very im-
portant, and will result in inestimable
value to the cattle industry of this
section, which will be proven in future
years.—San Angelo Standard.

THE CATTLE SURPLUS.

It will be news to many to bg told
that the first venture made in export-
ing cattle was with Texas cattle, but
no less'a person than J. R. Dodge of
Washington, D. C., is authority for the
statement. In a recent article on the
cattle surplus written for the National
Stockman and Farmer, he ‘says:

The fresh beef trade with foreign
countries has only been in existence
about twenty-eight years. About thirty
years ago the first venture in live stock
exportation to- Europe was made,
though for a prior quarter of a century
southern cattle were exported to the
‘West Indies from Texas and Florida.
The former were improved Shorthorns,
competing with the fine beeves of En-
gland and Scotland; the latter were un-i
fattened long-horns for the consump-.
tion of the slave population of Cuba
and other sugar-producing islands, and
worth only $17 to $18 per head, while
the Shorthorn surplus steer was worth:
five times as much. e can, therefore,
scarcelys go back thirty years for the
beginning of the real surplus of Ameri-
can cattle, 5 i

There has. been occasional thought-’
less reference to the demand of cattle
in proportion to population, as though
it were an evidence of reduced beef
supply. There was once:an exposition
of local supplies, on the ‘basis of num-
bers of cattle, in the annual of the
departiment- of agriculture, which ig-
nored entirely the differences in breed,
time required for maturing beeves, and
proportion of cows to steers, and dis-
regarding the fact that a million of
cattle in one district may produce an-
nually _two, three or even five times as
much beef as the same number in an-
other district of another breed or kind
kept in a different manner with little
reference to beef making.

This leads tp the consideration of the
changes occurring in beef-making, by
which the average life of a steer grown
for beef production is constantly be-
coming shorter. During & period of
thirty years it may have been short-
ened twelve months. By former meth.
ods a bullock was rarely brought to
maturity in less than four or five years. |
Now it is deemed poor economy to keep
one more than three years, and grow-
ers and feeders are forcing off many

at full welghts in thirty months. The
toand is strongly towards the En-
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glish plan, regardless of the cry of
“baby beef” by ‘the old-fashioned.
There was neither seience, economy,
of good snese in the old plan of keep-
ing a herd all winter in the lea of a
hay or straw stack, after the manner
of the frog fable, losing in one sea-
son'and gaining in another, with less
than nothiag to show for winter’s feed
and trusting to the grass of summer to
repair damages and make beef. In-
stead -of nicely ‘‘marbled”’ Dbeef, the
result was a compound of gristle, tough
blue muscle and dark colored masses
of fat. -It was scarcely fit to eat, and
brought a low price in the market.
The physitlogical necessity of contin-
wous growth and development, at as
even a pace as possible, summer and
winter, without a sign of a rest or
retrograde, is now recognized both as

My vo. Trere has beea a. fall

@ condition of quality of meat ai x
profit of production, If this is done,
nothing can prevent maturity at an
earlier age and far more beef from
a given number of cattle. While all
intelligent and enterprising cattle feed-
ers know this, there are still multi-

“tudes of farmers and stock raisers who

do mot fully realize it.! Only those
who have tested gains of different
modes of feeding with the scales, and
noted the difference in price obtained
in market for the varied results of
such diverse methods can present the
economic -consequences Wwith a due
pocket-book emphasis.

If any one will note the gains made
in the first six months of a calf’s life,
and compare it with the next and suc-
ceeding periods of six imonths, under
the most favorable conditions of
growth, he will find that the grain
rapidly decreases each six months, no
matter how liberal the feeding, and
after four or five vears it is scarcely
possible to make any gain. The cost

‘per pound of this gain, if three cents

per pound for the first period, will be
four, five, ten and eventually fifteen
cents or more if the animal is kept
long enough. This is the law of
growth, attested by every experiment
in meat production of any kind, and
emphasized by the experience of every
meat producer. Those who realize it
most fully and practice its teachings
with the highest intelligence and un-
failing persistency will make the most
money, and make the most meat of
the best quality in the shortest time.

So with decreasing numbers of cattle
in proportion to population we cut more
meat and have an increasing surplus
for exportation, which requires beeves
of fine quality, fresh beef of high
grade, and salted or canned products
of medium or lower grade. The fol-
lowing are the exports of the last two
fiscal years: i

pt

4.
Quantity. Value.

Cattle, number .... 345734 $32,345,235

Fresh beef, 1bs. 193,891,824 116,700,163
Canned beef, 1bs... 55,974,910 5,120,851
Salted beef, 1bs. 63,901,001 3,872,685
Tallow, lbs. .. .. 54,661,524 2,706,164

Total value .. .$60,545,090

Quantity. Value.

Cattle, number ... 305,068 '$28,492,424
Fresh beef, 1bs. 191,338,487 16,832,860
Canned beef, 1b: 64,102,263 5,720,933
Salted beef, 1bs. 62,293,089 3,681,737
Tallow, 1bS... «..... 25,864,300 1,293,059

Total value COAC ..$55,971,013

There has bee! dec in the past

year of over 40,000 beeves and about
25,000 pounds of beef products, the total
wvalue falling off nearly $5,000,000,
though the value per pound of fresh
beef advanced from 861 cents to 8.8,
There was little change in prices of
other products, canned meats about 9
cents, salted and cured a trifle less than
6 cents, and tallow about 5 cents.

More than three-fourths of the beef
products. (77 per cent.) went to Great
Britain—nearly all the fresh beef. An
increase of canned beef exports to Eu-
rope, especially to France, is noticed.
For some reason the, tallow exports to
Great Britain declined fram 19,170,283
to 4,784,782 pounds, dnd those to other
European countries declined.

If we assume 600 pounds‘of product
equlva_lent to an average bullock, an
appoximation to the real average, the
exports of 1894 would be equivalent to
614,049 and those of 1895 equal to 572,664
lbeeves. 'With the beeves exported on
the hoof the exports of 1894 would
be equivalent to 959,783 animals, mostly
of the better class, and those of 1895
to 877,732. As these animals are most-
ly above the average of all beeves
slaughtered at home the exports really
are about equivalent to a million aver-
age beeves annually.  Since 1860 our
populdtion has more than doubled, and
our beef consumption has inocreased in
still larger proportion, in addition to
the large surplus exported, which had
nckexlster_xce at that date.

new’ era in productior
dawning. In Texas and the sOx:mnf}?;
range cattle are to be fattened with
corn and cotton seed meal, and on the
plain and mountain slopes with corn
and alfalfa; production in proportion
to numbers is to be still further in-
oreased, and the economies of feed-
ing to improve quality and finishing
gtl;ltege ‘more practiced in the Central

PRESENT NEEDS IN THE CATTLE
INDUSTRY.

If those of our readers who
intelligently watched the cattle gz:i?
ness for the past ten or fifteen years
will but take counsel,of the conditions
past and at present existing, as thes}
undoubtedly are and have been, they
will need no other counsel to enable
them to determine what they should
do, says the Des Moines, Iowa, Live
Stock Journal. The early '80's witness-
ed a boom in pure bred breeding stock
of both sexes and exorbitant prices
were paid for bulls and cows in the be-
1i¢f that this was an infallible path to
easy and certain wealth. All bubbles
burst, and in so far as the then condi-
tions constituted a bubbble, tiie :atural
&nd inevitable law brevailzl. Depress-
ed conditions followed, and for fiye or
ten years the cattle industry hes been
a strugggle. Some *-eedors cf fine
stock tried to trim their sales accordc-
ing to the breeze and furnish just the
kind of breeding stock the public scem-
ed willing to pay for. If sheap stuff
was wanted, cheap stuff it vas. The
effect upon quality has manifested it-
self and it is going to rsquire geod
management and a rigid selection of
only the best of breéding purposes to
out of the very bad.rut .hen fallen
into. Other breeeders.stuck to tLeir
ideals in the face of discouragsment
and have now no false stevs to trace.
The market cattle - business sutfered
greatly. Good feeding cattle—the only
kind that® can be profitable fed when
prices are low—became secarcer cach
year. It became’ a guiding maxim
among catttle feeeders that it was

“cheaper to buy than to breed the stuff

they wanted. -Of course this was true

“ only in seeming, provided the stuit bred

was bred ‘right. A feeder who was
through. it all and who bred pars of Lis

. feeding stock and bought part receatly

told us that he could always make Lis
own two-year-olds weigh and sell with
his purchased three-year-olds, aml tl.at
it was the former that was really pro-
fitable after going into the teed lot.
‘While, threfore, it was aot *rue in the
outcome that it was cheaper to buy
than breed, providing the breeding was
done right, it was true in a sense, for
catttle of a kind could be bought for
less money than good catile could be
bred. A very large propi:tion of feed-
erg acted on the belief that it was en
all-round truth, with the result that
there is no part of ‘the country iu
which cattle are not scarce.

The facts of the situation thus hastily
sketcred are, we believe trae. and will
be getessl y admitted to be so. Ua
ave rce and good cattl> nre

in attention to breeding, due to Teac
tion from good prices to bad. During
the depressed period it has not reaily
paid bettér to buy average stuff than
it did ‘to breed good feeders, and it
has not been wise.in the farmer to
buy a low-priced bull any more than
than it has been wise on the part
of some breeeders to try to meet the
demand for low-priced bulls.

1t seems to follow therefore that if
catttle are scarce it is a good time to
replenish the herds. If the industry
has suffered from negledt in breeding,
it would be a good idea to reform in
this respect. If the poorer cattle result-
ing from inattention to breeding have
not paid as well as the better stock
which some catttlemen were wise
enough to cling to, every farmer should
give up the kind that don’t pay and
grow the kind that does pay. If the
pro huet of cheap bulls did not pay last
yeav ana the year before, the product

It will quickly
animals. ‘Put up i
BUCHAN’S CRESV*IC OINTMENT.
and grocers.

N - 3 LY <

o CRESYLIC OINTMENT, .
Standard for thirty years. Sure death to Screw Worms and will cure
; e . Foot Rot.

heal wounds and s

n 4-o07z. bottles, 1-2 1b., 1 1b,, 3 and 5-1b. -cans,
Ta ke no other.

ores on cattle, horses and other

Ask for
_ Sold by all druggists

CARBOLIC SOAP (CO., Manufacturers,

NEW YORK CITY.

of the same kind of bulls is not likely
tc pay next year or the year after, and
if some breeeders of fine stock nave
been wise enough to maintain and im-
prove the character of their herds in
the face of depresssion and discourage-
menz, both as a matter of sentiment
and. as a matter of business, they
<should be sought out and encouraged.
They deserve their reward for thelr
faith and comstancy, and the kind of
stock they will furnish will produce
the reforms that are desired in the
mearket herds.

Or.e more point: If the facts are 2s
outlined, and if the remedies are those
that have been suggested, the work
cannot ‘be begun too soon' by the
farmers who mean to be in it. It is
the man who is earliest to recogmize
the path ofy profit and who soonest~ke-
gins to treAd it that makes the money,
Tt is the head of the procession and
not the stagglers and laggards that
get tbere first. Now is the time to be-
gin work of this kind, which all
thoughtful cattle men recognize & as
necessLary. S

BEL PASO NOTES.
From Monday’s Evening Times.

W. H. Tuttle, the Mexico cattle buyer,
came up today.

Cattle Inspector McCunningham ar-
rived from Fort Hancock over the G.
H. this morning.

Fred Fenchler has returned from
Mexico. While down there he bought
4000 head of cattle,

Mr. A, P. Bush will receive a couple
of trains of cattle tomorrow from the
Mexican Central for shipment over the
Texas and Pacific.

Two trains were loaded with cattle
today at Fort Hancock and there will
be two more trains loaded tomorrow
fofx; shipment over the Texas and Pa-
cifie. 2

J. C. Burke will also receive two
train loads of cattle from the Mexican
Central, but these will go jover the
Santa Fe to Kansas City.

Two trains of cattle from. the Mexi-
can Central and two from the Southern
Pacific roads arrived in the city today
and are routed over the Texas and Pa-
cific.

E. H. R. Green, president and general
manager of the Texas Midland road,
is in the eity looking after cattle busi-
ness. He is a son of Mrs. Hetty Green,
the woman millionaire. b

Mr. Mitchell of Albuquerque is here
to buy 600 head of cattle. He will leave
over the Mexican Central this afternoon
to look at Judge Aguirre’s cattle at
Ojo Caliente.

C. D. Newberry of Mohtana is in the
city to receive 1200 head of cattle from
Charles Zuberbuler of Galeana, Mexico,
and Louis Acosta of Juarez. The cattle
will be shippgd to the Panhandle for
pasturage.

Mr. H. H. Patterson has been ap-
pointed by the M., K. and T. railroad
company their live stock agent for the
republic of Mexico. No better choice
could have been made by the M. K.
and T. company, as Mr. Patterson is a
thorough cattle man. ¢

Major J. C. Burke, whose cattle val-
uation was raised to the extent of $3000
last Friday, wired the secretary of the
treasury, who within twenty-four hours
instructed Collector Davis to pass Mr.
Burke’s cattle through in bond in fu-
ture. Hereafter Mr, Burke will pay his
duties in Chicago.

Messrs, John 1. Brown, J. W. Moore
and H. M. Patterson have returned
from. Chihuahua. Messrs. Brown and
Moore, as has been stated before in
these columns, are here as a commit-
tee from the sanitary board of Kansas
to examine the sanitary conditions of
Chihuahua, which they appear to be
well pleased with. Mr. Patterson went
with them in the capacity of secretary.
They will leave 'this evening on the
Texas and Pacific to examine 4500 head
of cattle for the Carrolito company,
which are at Fort Hancock. Return-
ing on Wednesday, they will leave,
Mr. Patterson accompanying them, on
the Southern Pacific for Sonora to ex-
amine the sanitary conditions of that
state.

NI T I e
TEXAS EXPORT PROSPECT.

Learning that a San Antonio firm
was preparing to export Texas cattle,
a letter of inquiry was sent them by
the Journal, and the answer thereto is
herewith given:

San Antonio, Nov. 2, 1805.
Editor Journal:

Your favor of the 3ist ult. to hand,
and in answer to your inquiries re-
specting the exportation of cattle, I
can only say that it is the intention of
the company to ship from one of the
seaports of Texas direct to Liverpool,
Manchester and London. There will
be large and commodious premises
built at the port selected for freezing
dead meat, and in fact carrying
through the busines in all its branches
on the latest and most fimproved prin-
ciples. Mr. Gruieshaw, managing di-
rector, is now in England, arranging
final details. I have, therefore sent
your letter to him and will write you
further when I receive & reply.

WM. KNIGHT.

The Journal does not know the gen-
tlemen composing the firm referred to,
and consequently ¢annot vouch ‘for
their statements, standing, etc. If the
plans as outlined above are carried out
it will be a big thing for the Texas
cattle industry. At any rate, whether
or not this firm accomplish their briefly
outlined plans, it is only a question of
time until it wil, be done.

' e i LN
DOES SIDE BRANDING PAY?

Now that cattle are not so numerous
as formerly, and are in the main con-
fined to pastures, the following from
the Amarillo Champion deserves the
_thoughtful consideration of every cat-
tleman in the country:

There has been a decline of 1 cent

during the past week. The only kind
of hides that have kept up to the top
notch of two weeks ago are northern
unbranded steer hides, and the market
quotation for sixty-pound and up -of
this description is 121-2 cents. This
gives an average of $8 as the selling
price for a fresh hide at the_slaughter
pens in the large markets. We notice
that Texas steer hides, side-branded,
are quoted at 8 cents per pound at the
same welight. The side brand costs the
cowman at least§2.75 in  the value
placed on the animal at the stock pens,

If we take the entire market we find
about the same proportion in -values
tor all kinds of Texas stock with <his
variation, the more removed the
brands are from the center of the hides
the higher the price paid, and consé-
quently the better figure the animal
brings. For instance. a steer branded
on the neck is worth $2 more than a
steer branded on the side. Leather
manufacturers recommend that cattle,
if branded at.all, ‘be branded on the
jaw, neck, or low on the shoulder or
thigh.

These are points for our stockmen to
take into consideration. On the basis
that 200,000- have and will be shipped
from the Panhandle this year, the
branding of the cattle in the usual
box-car letters on the side or choice
part of the hide has cost at least $400,-

000. A Panhandle stockman and far-

per pound on raw hides in the markets |

mers’ association could do well by
taking up the subject of organization,
even if only $100;,000 were saved in the
matter -of branding.

INVESTIGATING MEXICAN CAT-
¢ TLE. 4

The members of the Kansas live stock
sanitary commission will pass through
this city on their way to Chihuahua,
Mexico, for the purpose of investigating
the conditions surrounding the Mexican
cattle and detenmining the advisa’ ility
of permitting their shipment into Kan-
sas. They will also examine. the cat-
tle of New Mexico, with the same ob-
ject in view. There is a ‘prospect for
a large business from this country to
the North, during the winter, and the
commissioners will preseribe such regu-
lations as are necessary to prevent the
introduction of the cattle fever. It is
thought that the shipment of Southern
cattle into Kansas for the winter, will
enapie the Kansas farmers to, dispose
of their surplug gain to good advan-
tage. The commissioners should pass
Sthrough “this evening or in the morn-
ng.

Commenting on' the above from the
Las Vegas, (N. M.) Optic, the El Raso
Times says: The above was shown
last evening to a Texas cattle man
who is here to receive Mexican cattle
he bought last summer, After reading
what the Optic had to say he handed
the paper back to the reporter with the
comment: .

“I am glad that the Kansas gentle-
men, unlike the Texas sanitarians, are
desirous of learning something about
the condition af Mexican cattle in the
state of Chihuahua, They will learn
that the Chihuahua cattle are  as
healthy and indeed freer from ticks
and fever than are the cattle of Kan-
sas. I do not say this because I want
any of the Chihuahua cattle to go to
Kansas, for Texas will readily take all
the cattle that are brought out of Mex-
ico this year, and we have plenty of
fine pasturage for them.” \

LESS THAN HALF.
Dallas, Tex., Nov. 1, '95.

Editor Journal: Replying to your in-
quiry of recent date: As far as we
know, about 1000 or 1100 head of cattle
will be fed from our mill this season,
less than half the number fed last year.
The price of meal is gradually advanc.
ing. We do not know much about the
price the /mills are able to get from
cattle feeders.

‘e are exporting most of our meal
on a much better basis than was pos-
sible .last year, with an advancing
price in Europe.

e know of no cattle being fed in
our vicinity except the 1000 or 1100 that
will be fed from our mill during the
season. These are not all on feed at
one time, but at different times during
the year there will be about that many
fed*from the mill. Yours very truly,

TRINITY COTTON OIL CO.,
F. C. COLLIER, Sec. & Treas.
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WHAT WILL YOU READ?
thThm is tt)?e time of year when the

inking stockman or farmer m

up tg;s list of papers fqr;ns-:{: y::;ire‘g
reading. As in everytaing else, care
should be exercised in selections, as
money spent for anything of the cl'ass-
paper order is likely to be that much
money thrown away, espezially as ccn-
cerns this state, the conditions of wkich
are very different from elsawhere. We
are of the belief that Texas Stock and
Farm Journal should be in every home
in Texas, for the reason that being the
oldest paper of its class ‘n the state,
its growth and that of Texas na\‘h-g'
been in a measure co-equal, it tnderc
stands better what the people want
and need, and prints it. The prinsipal
forte of the Journal is not in’looks
but rather in the practical matter
pertaining to Texas contained in its
columns. “Not very strong on daress-
g::tllde'd butmmlglzﬂ.y in action,’ very

y describes Tex:

5 usrat. as Stock and Furm
Our readers-are not all of them aw:
that they have been receiving K'?.’;:
solid reading matter in the Journal
than they could have received from
any other agricultural paper in the
South. e ask a careful examination
of this issue, and we stand on the
proposition that no man engaged in the
business represented by this daper can
find a single issue which does not con-
}:lnwgotrge tz}l]rucle1 which he will admit
T e price of 4
scription. . i
Texas Stock and Farm fournal has
fourteen departments, each of :hich
receives the attention Its importance
deserves, all kept up to i1he Jatest
thought and developnrent.
If not a subscriber, and this issue
interests you, send $1 for a sear’s sub-
cription. Address Texas Stock and
Farm Journal, Fort Worth, Tex.
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THE INTERNATIONAL ROUTE.

The International and Great North-
ern railroad is the shortest and best
{ine between points In Texas and Mexi-
co and the principal cities of the North,
East and Southeast.

Double daily train service and Pull-
man sleepers on night trains between
Galveston ,Houston and St. Louis, La-
'redo, San Antonio, St. Louis and Chi-
cago, and between San Antonio, Austin,
Taylor via Hearne, Fort Worth and
Kansas City. As a live stock
route to Northern points it is the quick-
est and best. Lots of ten cars and
over will be taken through in solid train
and in the quickest possible time.

Shipments to Chicago via St. Louis
are given the benefit of the St. Louis

arket.

Facilities for feed water and vest in
transit are provided at San Antonio,
Taylor, Palestine, Longview, Texar-
kana, Little Rock, Poplar Bluff, Cairo
and St. Louis.

For further information call on near-
est agent or address

i J. B. GALBRAITH,

G. F. AND P. A,

D. J. PRICE,
“A.

. G. P, A,
Palestine, Texas.
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MIRACLES IN FORT WORTH.

‘Veno Malkes Rheum: \tic and '\P_-rl-
lytic Oripples Walk and Cures the
Wealk, Nervous and Dyspeptic in a
Most Jol er—
Cures Are Performed b z

—

Veno's Electric Fluid and Venos
Curative Syrup, Two Famous i}t[edi-
cines Imported From Europe. -

Fort Worth Gazette, Monday, Oct. 14
P Last night the city
hall was occupied by
Veno, the great heal-
ing power of European
fame, He comes her-
alded by such newspa-
41 pers as the St. Louis

in the highest praise
of him. He represents
the Veno Drug Co., &
legally chartered com-
pany, and here to
introduce the world-
famed Veno medicines
and to prove their re-
markable healing dow-
er. He invited a num-
ber of cripples upon
his stage last nignt,
among. whom were Mr.
Moses .S. Powers,. No.
109 Gounah street, who
4 had been aﬁlic&e& since
war with paralysis &ani severe
9 He was crippled and dislble’i
from work. Two bottles of Veno's
Blectric Fluid were rubbed into his
jimbs, and in_thirty minutes he jumped
and stamped his feeﬁ‘. dI:e gaxﬂ%d
is cane and walke ome =
it for the first tgg\ewin
ears. ‘The next man treateds as
.}Tno‘ Moore, No. 1307 Main street, who
was severely cripplefl with rheuma-
ism and weak muscles,
Eeen able to work for eight months,
and was turned out of the city hos-
pital as incurable on the 27th of June
last. He was taken to a side room,
where Veno's Electric Fluld was ap-
plied, and in forty minutes he returned
to the stage showing very little of:his
former inability, and declared him-
self free from all pain. He also wakked
home, leaving his crutches with Veno.
These cures were performed in view of
the audience, and are the most re-
markable ever heard of in this section
of the country. Veno will return the
money if they fail to cure. They can
be ordered through druggists as fol-
lows:

VENO'S CURATIVE SYRUP (50c a
bottle) is the quickest cure in th?cwcrld
for malarial fever, dispepsia, 'consti-
pation, nervousness, sleeplessness, liver
and blood disorders, and when uaed/

with £
VENO’S ELECTRIC, FLUID (0c a
bottle), will cure the worst and most
desperate cases of rheumatism, paraly-
sis, sciatica, neuralgia, stiff joints and
all aches and pains. Sold by all drug-
gists. *

Frt Traes for Texes

APPLY TO

Galveston Nursery &Urcharﬂ’ Co.,

Hulen, Galveston County, Texas;
For pear, peach and plum trees
guaranteed free from disease or in-
urious insects. )
! A full line of other kinds of fruit
trees, also roses and other ornamentals.
Write for price list. .

FREDERICK W. MALLY, Mama.&.er.

FRUIT GROWERS.

Do you wish to plant large, vigor-
ous and healthy fruit trees and grow
fine and valuable varieties? Then send
your orders direct to : 3

WeKinney Nurseries.

And get the best of everything at reas-
onable prices, wholesale and retaﬂ.

E. W. KIRKPATRICK,

McKinney, Texas.

T. V. MUNSON & SON
DENISON, TEXAS. .

MAIL 2 HANDSOMEST AND BES

Nursery Catalogue issued in Texas,

and sell the finest fruits.
Free Apply quick to get a copy.

AUSTIN NURSERY.

85 years experience on this black
land.” Everything tested. No drones
in the orchards we select. Large stock.
Prices reduced. Catalogue free. For-
tunes in our Texas varieties. ‘We pay
express. g

RAMSEY &