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Downtown library to close to public next month

Building will undergo monthslong renovation project before reopening

By Simone Jasper

sjasper@mrt.com

In preparation for a renovation project,
a date has been set to close the Midland

County Public Library downtown branch.

County commissioners recently ap-
proved Feb. 16 as the last day the down-
town library will be open to the public
before the renovation. The building is
expected to reopen months later with a
new floor plan.

Library director John Trischitti I1I said
closing in mid-February gives his staff
time to clear items from the building’s first
floor before construction. Plans call for
the branch to receive an open layout and
an entrance that faces its parking lot, ac-
cording to a previous Reporter-Telegram
report.

If patrons check out matenials from
the downtown library before it closes,
Trnischitti said they can return them to the
Centennial branch, bookmobile or a book
drop that will likely be in the downtown

branch’s parking lot.

Trnischitti said most downtown staff will
move to the Centennial library during the
construction period. Also, the bookmobile
could offer some services downtown.

“People that need that downtown loca-
tion for proximity, they will still be able to
have that on certain days,” he said.

Library staff intends to go through all
items in the downtown branch collection
before the renovation. During construc-
tion, Trischitti said some material will be
in storage and not available to the public.

“We know that’s inconvenient, and we
apologize in advance,” Trischitti said.
“We're going to push as much of our col-
lection as possible to Centennial.”

In one recent change, foliage was
removed near the current entrance of the
downtown library building. Trischitti said
the action had a two-fold purpose: elimi-
nating trees that had been fighting disease
and preparing for landscaping.

For building modifications, county

Please see LIBRARY/2A

The Texas Department of Transportation is rehabilitating frontage roads between Midkiff Road
and Big Spring Street. Motorists are asked to find alternate routes if possible while the work is
being done. Delays are likely during construction. Motorists are reminded that state law requires
them to obey any warning signs and/or flaggers encountered in the work zone.

A Dallas school sought
50 men to stand In
for absent fathers at
‘Breakfast with Dads’
— nearly 600 attended

“Breakfast with Dads,”
according to the Dallas
Morning News. About 150
male students, ages 11 to 13,
signed up. But event organiz-
ers were concerned that some
would attend without a male
figure at their side, so they
put out a call for volunteers
who could serve as mentors.
“When a young person
sees someone other than their
teacher take interest in them,
it inspires them. That’s what
we want to see happen,” the
Rev. Donald Parish Jr., pas-

served on what is called a
site-based decision-making
team for the middle school
— was published on social
media in early December:

“Dade MS needs Males!
Please share and text 214-
284-1589 to confirm your
participation and receive
more info!” she tweeted.

When the day came for
the event, nearly 600 men
showed up to help and men-
tor the boys, some of them
volunteering for the first
time.

Middle School in Dallas.
The school — with a ,
student population of nearly
900, about 90 percent from
low-income families —
planned to host its first

By Valerie Strauss
The Washington Post

_cuum-dmlcumocmmmsu onnuarlo-zA|Puna7c|smm1c|wsa

tor of True Lee Missionary
Baptist Church and the event
organizer, told the Morning
News.

A call for volunteers by
children’s advocate Knistina
Chiadé Dove — who has

How long Jumanji has
been at the top of the
box office. Page 8A

Stephanie Drenka, a Dallas
r and blogger
who works with Dove at

Big Thought, a nonprofit
organization that works with

Please see BREAKFAST/2A

Elizabeth
Byer
Leonard
runs for
re-election

By Simone Jasper

sjasper@mrt.com

Judge Elizabeth Byer Leonard has filed
as a candidate to retain her 238th Judicial
District Court seat. Leonard, 52, said she
would appreciate being on the bench for
another term.

“I’ve been really fortunate to have been
able to serve as the judge
of the 238th for the last 5
1/2 years,” Leonard said.

“Since then, I've been
able to focus on both the
criminal and civil dockets
and have tried I think...
over 133 jury tnals,
primarily criminal jury
trials.”

During her time in
office, Leonard also started the Midland
County Mental Health Court, which
provides help to defendants with mental
iliness. She said the program has ex-
panded into jail psychiatric services and
the Midland Behavioral Health Leadership
Team.

While previously working as a pros-
ecutor, Leonard saw people with mental
illness go to prison. She considered an
alternative that would punish offenders
while allowing victims to receive justice.

“It’s a way of balancing both of those
and also protecting the needs of the
community,” said Leonard, who hopes to
continue mental health work if elected.
“Because so often with the low-level
felony crimes, the mentally 11l will go to
either a state jail facility or maybe prison
and then they’re released back to our com-
munity with no help.”

Locally, Leonard is a member of Christ
Church Anglican as well as various

Please see LEONARD/2A

Word of the Day: ----r--m

tempestuous

Do you know what it
means? Find out the
definition on Page 3A.
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Gubernatorial candidate Bill Clements and his wife Rita attend a rally Sept. 3, 1986 in Houston.
Former Texas first lady Rita Crocker Clements died at age B6. A son-in-law, Jim Moroney, said Cle-
ments died Saturday at her home in Dallas.

Former Texas first lady Rita

Clements, 86, dies in Dallas

By Diana Heidgerd

Associated Press

DALLAS — Rita Crocker Clements, a
former Texas first lady who took an active
role in Republican politics and higher
education, has died more than a quarter

century after her husband Bill Clements

left the governor’s office.

A son-in-iaw, Jim Moroney, said Cle-
ments died Saturday at her Dallas home.

She was 86.

Moroney, publisher of The Dallas
Moming News and CEO of A .H. Belo
Corp., said Sunday that his mother-in-law
had been 1ll and died of complications
because of Alzheimer’s disease. He’s mar-
ried to one of her four children, Barbara.

Bill and Rita Clements wed 1n 1975, a
second marriage for both. She became a
key adviser to her husband, an oi1lman and
the first Republican governor of Texas
since Reconstruction. He served two terms

— from 1979 to 1983 and from 1987 to

1991 — and died in 2011.

Services for Rita Clements were
scheduled for 11 a.m. Thursday at Saint
Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church

in Dallas.

Rita Clements earned an undergradu-
ate degree from the University of Texas at

LEONARD

From 1A

professional and com-
munity organizations. She
also enjoys mentoring
younger attorneys and was
as an adjunct professor

at Midland College and
Odessa College.

Leonard has lived in
Midland for more than two
decades. She was born in
Houston and raised in Co-
lumbia, Missouri. Leonard
earned a bachelor’s degree
from Baylor University
and a law degree from
South Texas College of
Law.

The judge previously
held a position as an attor-

From 1A

partners across the city to
provide creative leamn-
ing programs for young
people, chronicled the
event in words and photos.
She wrote:

“Back in December,
the team ran into some
difficulty when planning
their annual ‘Breakfast
with Dads’ event. Dade’s
community liaison Ellyn
Favors mentioned that
student participation was
low due to young men
not having a father/father-
figure available to attend
the event. Kristina decided
to post a call for volunteers
on Facebook in the hope
of finding 50 male mentors

m -- - _r - -

Austin in 1953, with a major in Spanish
and minors 1n history and government.

She later served 11 years as a University

of Texas System regent. She also was
known for her efforts to preserve the
state’s heritage and renovate the Gover-
nor's Mansion in Austin.

“Rita was a true stateswoman who

served Texas both on the UT System

Board of Regents and as a great steward of
the Governor’s Mansion during her time

as first lady,” Gov. Greg Abbott said in a

statement offering condolences. “Texas
has suffered a tremendous loss, but Rita
leaves behind an incredible legacy.”

Rita Clements was a committed
Republican long before the party took
control of government in Texas, serving as
state co-chair for former U.S. Sen. Barry
Goldwater’s 1964 presidential campaign
and a member of the Republican National
Committee in 1973.

“We are saddened to learn that our
friend, Rita Clements, has died,” said

George W. Bush, who served as Texas

governor before becoming the nation’s
43rd president. “When we think of Rita,
we think of a strong Texas woman and a

pioneer in the Republican Party. She was

State.”

ney/landman for an oil and
gas company, and she was
a prosecutor for more than
10 years in Midland and
Ector counties.

“With the oil and gas ex-
perience and the criminal
experience, it was a good
match for the 238th Das-
trict Court,” Leonard said.

Leonard was first elected
to the bench in 2012, after
the passing of Judge John
Hyde left the seat vacant.
Former Gov. Rick Perry
made an appointment so
she could be swom in after
winning the Republican
nomination.

She didn’t have a
Démocratic challenger in

a wonderful first lady for the Lone Star

November 2012 and ran
unopposed in the 2014
election — which began
her first full term.

Leonard said she has
always voted Republican
and filed as one of the
political party’s candidates
for the 2018 race. She is
also a member of Mid-
land County Republican
Women.

This profile is the first
about a 238th Judicial
District Court candidate.
Profiles about other can-
didates in contested judge
races will appear in future
editions.

to accompany the middle
schoolers ...

“The unexpected mflux
of interest led the team to
move the event from the
cafeteria into the gymna-
sium so they could house
more guests. Kristina
engaged the community
again in getting volunteers
to help with setup and
check-in. Team members
from Big Thought, the
Office of Cultural Af-
fairs, and even Kristina's
personal friends showed up
alongside the male mentors
to make the event possible

There were so many
volunteers, that at times |
saw young men huddiled in
the center of 4-5 mentors.
The look of awe — even
disbelief — in students’
eyes as they made their
way through the crowd of
‘Dads’ was astonishing.

“Jamil “The Tie Man’
Tucker led the auditorium
in a hands-on icebreaker
activity. He spoke of learn-
ing how to tie a tie as a rite
of passage some young
men never 1 :
Mentors handed out ties
to the eager students and
helped them perfect their
half-Windsor knot.

“The sight of a necktie
may forever bring a tear to
my eye.”

1

"Nothing can dim the light

which shines from within."
“Be a rainbow in some-
one’s cloud.” Maya Angelou
Aimee Lee Cantu was born
November 16, 1984 in San
Angelo, Texas and had an
unconventional upbringing.
She embraced life and lived

| it fully with no apologies or

regrets. Aimee loved music,
dancing, game night, the
boys’ sporting events, and her
uncle’s BBQ on the back pa-
tio. Her greatest loves were
her nieces and nephews. As
she ventured through life in
Austin, the roots that ground-
ed her brought her back
home to Stanton and into the
arms of the love of her life.

As fate would have it, the
disease she was battling gave
her the two wishes she had
for her life - to be married
and to be a mother. Cancer
took her body on December
30, 2017 but it did not take
her spirit. Her spirit lives
through all of us who love
her and whom she loved
dearly.

Those left to cherish the
memories of our sweet
Aimee are her husband,
Adam; Aunt Susan and
Uncle Henry Armendarez;
her siblings/cousins, Amanda
Monarrez (Alex) and Hank
Armendarez (Belinda);
Adam’s parents, Frank and
Adela Cantu; stepfather, Ed-
ward Tindol (Jesse Tausch);
Adam’s siblings, Man Good
(Andrew) and Frankie Cantu
(Katherine); nephews and
nieces, Nikolai Cantu, Beatty
Nathan Armendarez, Cristian
and Jaxson Monarrez, and
Brielynn Armendarez; aunts,
| , CeZanne
Tindol, and Debbie Johnson;
maternal grandfather,

We love you more...

A memorial service
be held on Saturday, January
13, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. at the
Community Center in

will |

Bbert Griffin
‘ '*l

Elbert  Griffin Babb, Jr.,
92, passed away Sunday, De-
cember 31, 2017 in Midland.

Funeral services will be
held at 10:00 a.m., January
10, 2018 at Sunset Memonial
Funeral Home Chapel with
Jody Wallin officiating.

Elbert was born in Deca-
tur, Georgia on October 12,
1925. After moving to Odes-
sa in 1937 and graduating
from Odessa High School,
Elbert joined the Navy
in1942. After the war, he re-
tummed to Odessa and, after
getting mammed to Bennie
Dean Fields in 1946, went to
Schreiner University to play
football. He later graduated
from Texas Tech University
with a degree in Mechanical
Engineering.

He returned to Odessa and
worked for Allied Mechani-
cal at Terminal and then C.A.
Gray Heating and Air Condi-
tioning, which later became
the Bosworth Company, re-
tirmg in 1997. He loved
watching Texas Tech sports,
bird watching, and especially
watching his family grow.

Elbert is preceded in death
by his wife of 59 years, Ben-
nic Babb; his son, Michael
Newton Babb; his daughter,
Benna Babb; and his parents,
Elbert Sr. and Norma.

He is survived by his broth-
er, James Fuller Babb of
Houston; grandson, Matt and
wife, Madlyn Babb of Mid-
land; grandsons, Neal and
wife Lara and Thomas and
wife Kaylean Buckingham of
Odessa; granddaughters, Jes-
sica and husband Anthony
Coursey of Odessa and Me-
lissa Keown of Lubbock; and
by two mieces and 12 great-

In lien of flowers, the fami-
ly requests memorals be
made to the Amenican Can-
cer Society.

Amangements are entrust-
ed to Sunset Memonal Gars
dens and Funeral Home of
Odessa. Online condolences
can be made at
www.sunsetodessa.com .

A
SUNSET

MEMORIAL

GARDENS & FUNERAL HOME

' Bunch
Kipgen of Midland, Texas,
passed peacefully in her

sleep surrounded by her
loved ones on January 6,
2017 at the age of B6.
Graveside service will be
3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Jamu-
ary 9, 2018 at Resthaven

Memorial Park.

Visitation will be on
Monday, Januvary 8, 2018
from 5:00 pm. until 7:00
p.m. at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory in Midland.

She was born April 6, 193]
in Sweetwater, Texas to the
late Charles B. Bunch and
Carrie Meador Bunch.

Margaret was a God-
fearing woman who loved
life and enjoyed spending
time with family and friends.
She traveled all over the
country with her late hus-
band, Thomas Kipgen. She
lived in Texas all her life and
called Midland her home.
She was a member of
Wilshire Park Baptist Church
in Midland, Texas.

Margaret was a beautiful
person, inside and out
She was "a loving wife,
grandmother. great-great-
grandmother, and friend.
She will be missed dearly by
everyone.

Survivors include one som,
Robert Neal Rives; a
daughter-in-law, Ross Cass;
and seven grandchildren, 15

ROUND ROCK

Suspect, 21, shot by

"~ Round Rock pelice

dies at hospital
A man police say
opened fire on Central

gel died Saturday might at
a hospital.

Rangel was shot before
dawn y during
a struggle with officers
trying to arrest im amid
reports of a man dressed in

= 5 &

neaf some vehicles.
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New divine law statue

placed atop Central
Texas courthouse

A replacement statue of
a Greek goddess of divine
than 170 feet to the top of
a Central Texas.court-
house. k4
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jshabram @mrt.com
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Things to do

@ Bingo, 6 p.m., Tall City VFW
Post 7208, 1306 E. Taylor Ave.
Children weicome.

B Open Shop Nights are hosted
by the Midland Gem and Mineral
Society and open 10 the public, 6:30-9
p.m., 602 S. Main St. midiandge-
mandmineral.org. Visitors can watch
members cut rock and work on
lapidary projects.

 Bndge game play, 6:45 p.m_,
Allison Bridge Center, 913 W. Wadiey
Ave. $6. For more information call
682-8585.

B Monday Mayhem features
unlimited bowling for $14.09 with free
shoe rentals after 8 p.m. Bowlero,
5320 W. Loop 250 N. bowlero.com.

Meetings

TODAYINMIDLAND

Coftee
with a cop

The Midland

Police Department
will have Coffee
with a Cop from
7-9 a.m. Tuesday at
Whataburger, 3206
Midkiff Road.

This will be an
opportunity for the
public to meet new

Police Chief Steve
Henry.

PHOTO:Midland Police
Department Officer
Jesse Robledo speaks
with Jon Blakes, deacon
at True Lite Christian
Fellowship, during Cof-
fee With A Cop on July
12, 2016 at Barnes and

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram Noble Cafe.

to speak followed by a question-and- Department of Public Safety: ment's antitrust lawsuit against it by
Commissioners’ Court answer session. Driver’s License Office agreeing to divest itself of the 22 Bell
gam. Go to www.mcrw.us for more 2800 Wnight Drive System companies.
Midiand County Courthouse information 8 a.m. o 5 p.m. Monday and In 1987, for the first time, the
| | When it’s open Today in Nistory above 2,000, ending the day at
Midiand Development 2.002.25.
10am. - Midiand County Tax Today is Monday, Jan. 8, the eighth in 1998, Ramzi Yousef, the
City Hall basement Assessor/ Collector day of 2018. There are 357 days left ~ Mastermind of the 1993 World Trade
300 N. Loraine Ave. 2110 N."A" St. in the year. Center bombing, was sentenced in
8 a.m. 1o 5 p.m. Monday through On this date: New York 1o ifle in prison without the
State senate forum Wednesday, Friday In 1867, the U.S. House of possibsiity of parole.
8 a.m. o 6 p.m. on Thursday Representatives joined the Senate in in 2011, U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Gif-
Midiand County Republi 688-4810 overriding President Andrew John-
4HJ:me*'mwgﬁmwMNy son’s veto of the District of Columbia
luncheon at 11:15 a.m. Wednesday at Midiand Central Suffrage Bill, giving black men in the
Midiand County Club. Appraisal District nation’s capital the right o vote.
The Republican Women are hav- 4631 Andrews Highway in 1935, rock-and-roll legend
ing a forum for the Texas Senate can- 8am.to5pm. Eivis Presley was born in Tupelo,
didates for District 31 — Mike Canon, Monday through Friday MiSSISSIpPI.
Victor Leal and Kel Seliger. Each 699-4991 In 1982, American Telephone and  November 2012 fo seven consecutive
candidate will have the opportunity Telegraph settied the Justice Depart- iife sentences, plus 140 years.)

Low: 11, set in 1970 and
equaled in 2017

Precipitation
Saturday ........... 0.00 in.

Sunday.............. 0.00 in.

Average: 12.4 mph
Highest sustained wind
speed: 30 mph | |
Highest gust speed: 37
mph

Today's forecast

High: 65

Low: 48

Conditions: Sunny
during the day/cloudy at

night

Winds: 5-10 mph dur-
ing the day and night

Forecast for Monday, January 8, 2018

Chance of rain: None o
whid,
- -
il i . ‘
“ry v N ® 785/46

Sunny Pt Cloudy Cloudy Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow ice

Source: National
Weather Service

Note: Bigar's Stars is based
on the degree of your sun at
birth. The sign name is simply
a label astrologers put on a set
of degrees for convenience. For
best results, readers should

refer to the dates following
each sign.

A baby born today has a
Sun in Capricom and a Moon
in Libra.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for

 Monday, Jan. 8, 2018:

This year you express a
clear vision and a canng
attitude. This combo can be
unusually powerful. You seem
to befniend others without 4
problem. You often have the

ACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 5-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average; 2-so-so; 1-difficult

hit a roadblock, detach and try  lot of work that normally you tain path. You mean to handle self-doubt as you seek out the
to see the big picture. Tomight: couldn’t even fathom complet-  a financial matter with care, correct path for the majornity
Easy works. ing. Use this ability to the but you might not succeed as of people involved. Listen and
max. A family member might  well as you'd like. Others also  identify with those around
GEMINI (MI’ 21-June be d.lll'l.lpﬂ\'t I.Illiﬂtcﬂﬁ{lﬂll}'. have their own ideas. w: you. Tm Go for what you
Tonight: Whatever makes you  Hang out with a friend. want.
smile.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- ISCES 9.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.  Jan. 19) N e i
themselves. You will see 21) * %% Your smile goes a can’
moodmprocmdﬂlmgtﬁ wkrkk You will tell it long way, and makes you a km*p::n:nmaﬂ :c :ﬁi
like it is, or so your reputation  sure-bet winner. You under- as you might like. A power
would indicate. Nevertheless, stand a parent or boss better l 1 be the result of
. . . play cou res 4
you will deliver your message than even he or she does. Still, mi gy vyrn
— no matter how negative it a difference of opinion could lik:ml xlcmrmsmma bngl&ﬁmmm-
might be — with a big smile. result in a nft. Avoid getting 'ndyand o U
Know that it probably will take  into a game of “who is right " clear out. Understand
CANCER (June 21-July the receiver a few moments and who is wrong " Tonight:  'hat needs to happen to help
22) to get what you are saying. Others will notice you. you and others relax. Tonight:
Ak You might be Tonight: Out late. Togetherness works.
able to switch gears and head AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
in a new direction, if you so SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22-  18) BORN TODAY
Dec. 21) Wi drdk Your ability Theoretical physicist
% %% You could be ina to negotiate will depend on Stephen Hawking (1942),
i F:maSny situation where you feel as if the breadth of your vision singer Elvis Presley (1935),
centered, and don’t accept any  there is no tuming back once and ui . You will singer/songwriter David Bowie
blame or ibility that you decide to head down a cer-  experience some and (1947)
does not feel right. Tonight:
Do what makes you happy.

o4 TREE REMOVAL

good in a discussion
ing your personal life.
Dot toe hard




Lupe Valdez is a gay 3 Oprah, ‘Three Billboards’
Latina sheriff | trjumph at black-draped Globes
running for Texas by Jake Corie ; gaan

& f [ # r i
. l JI-. h--:‘f“-- 1 ? _-.. - L—-‘ -l-.-n._-L-.H illu'--—-.ﬂ"--*-n.\----" ".—-h'li -l 4‘ . il

Associated Press

governor, and she could | .......~. ...

® actresses dressed in a color-coordi-
- . nated statement, the Golden Globes
win even if she loses | oo win
| 1 expression of female empowerment -
- ' " | in the post-Harvey Weinstein era.
By Molly mcenﬂy‘in'!_i’:;n.w‘tlnﬁ‘ On“;lhlzi:{rey led the ah::“
i to L 100 long, women.
Hennessy-Fiske mwmh; ml’m nl 1'

. Hie . | been’heard or believed if dared -
LosAngeles Times . * 5 Califtghia” mﬂm& to speak their mmmﬁw ]
a a SC. ‘l “ " sm-d w— : 2
., DALLAS — Guadalupe Rice Jhiversity in Houston, | ing the Cecil B. DeMille Award for
Lupe .V"’."d‘“’z was maki ng the Democrats now have two - lifetime achievement. “But their
rounds in jeans and a purple paths to relevance in Texas, = | time is up. Their time is up!” -
blouse on arecent Sunday at — joo0g caid- Peel off moderate, More than any award handed out
Norma’s Cafe, a F’P‘-‘]ﬂr diner white Rﬂpﬂbl.lm voters or Slll'Khy at the Bcvefly Hilton Hotel

packed with a diverse mix of mobilize their base, especially | in Beverly Hills, California, Win-

Texans. . . : . b
.... O o clai Latinos. Andrew White, 45,a | frey’s moment — one greeted by a o .
jersey, and Valdez was smnyax of the late Democratic Gov. am:l that _lcft many attendees and | Paul Drinkwater/NBC via AP
ﬁmﬁe i Mark White, represents the viewers in tears — encapsulated - - |
B Wy SR .. first path. Valdez representsthe | the “Me Too” mood at an atypi- This image released by NBC shows Oprah Winfrey accepting the Cecil B. DeMille
I was afraid people wouldnt ' © ' cally powerful Golden Globes. The ~ Award at the 75th Annual Golden Globe Awards on Sunday in Beverly Hills, Cailf.
?mg,{‘im:lmﬂm the - Valdez, though openly gay. night served as Hollywood’s fullest _ :
Gn#‘e X wimbefgm Valdez is “not defined by her sexual response yet to the sexual harass- Oprah Winfrey’s DeMille Award
— the state’s firs openly gay Orientation™ the way Davis mieat scantals that l:lare r':gled . acceptance speech
St s § atiine skt © cuich was defined by her stand on the film mdusajt:r}f_ and laid bare 1ts
almost four terms under her abortion, Jones said: “She’s not | 8ender inequalitics.

1) Telie A day is on the horizon!”
belt as Dallas County’s top cop Harvey Milk.” Her girlfriend, new day

. Dallas chiropract 't promised Winfrey, who noted she
— announced she was resign- : B EHRONENI, ik was the first black woman to be

' In : plan to make many appearances :
e e | B b
she’s the front-runner with the Davis looked like a blonde ith a cutting stare, presenmr

model, Valdez said, she looks Natalie Portman _followed_ Win-

like a “grandma.” frey’s speech by introducing, as she
Valdez clashed with Abbott said, "fthe all-male” nominees for

best director.

potential to boost party voter
registration and turnout long
term, especially among Latinos. minigration policy a8 sher
Th Valdez is unlikely to On imimi ) : - :
m;ng.hepubﬁcmmeg Ab{,ﬂu_ q 1ff in 2015, refusing to honor Tlmkesmovie dlthr:::tlina?) tiin:;lgﬂ :
lar governor in ared state  federal immigration holds f—p—e the rI:fcsnge darkycgmdy 1"1?:::
with $50 million to spend, she ~ for inmates unless they were Billboards Outside Ebbing, Mis-

ould benefit from a backlash charged with violent crimes. | = : many,
egainst Trump, mobilizing Municipalities that wanted ol ot & ik svugg e - st
Latino voters to be “sanctuary’ cities for L ke - 2
‘ — emerged as the night’s top film. mﬂﬂ

“We're giving people hope.”  migrants were battling federal | 4 oo best picture, drama, best ac-
Valdez said. A lot of people and state OfNicia’s & the time, tress for Frances McDormand, best

have written off Texas.” but Valdez's stance was more supporting actor for Sam Rockwell

:

ol

Valdez, 70, is no stranger pragmatic than political, Jones and best screenplay for writer-
to adversity. She grew up in said: director Martin McDonagh
San Antonio, the youngest of She reasoned there was only McDormand granted she was B.
eight children in a Mexican- so much space in jail. Abbott befuddlied &t the identities of the
American family, migrating threatened to withhold grant Hollywood Foreign Press Associa-
with her parents to work the funding, then announced Val- tion, but gave them credit. “At least
fields. She waited tables to put dez had backed off. thev por .

. y managed to elect a female

herself through Southern Naza- Texas has since passed a oresident.” she said. McDo g
rene University, then joined law designed to crack down ~ddedt that the =y i g has Iausm pecl o
the Women’s Army Corps. on sanctuary cities that would

. _ : feeling.
She was not openly gay at the punish local officials who don't ee‘Pl"[rl'ﬁst me. the women in this

ume. but had fnends who were hc_mor fed_cra_] lmnugramm de- room tonight are not here for the
gay or were spotted at gay bars tainers with jail ime and fines food.” said McDormand.

and dishonorably discharged of more than $25,000. After Host Seth M ned the

as a result. She came out later  officials in several cities chal- | piopts PgivneSion S e
in life. in stages: attending lenged the law in federal court, | .1 b5t the sex scandals. “Good
a gay-fnendly church n the a judge prevented most of it evening ladies and remaining gen-

1980s, then living more openly  from taking effect last summer, | {jemen” he began. In punchlines
in the 1990s after she became and 1t remains tied up in court. 0:’: Wei}lstein _g_ “the glucpha.nl not

a federal senior investigator, Texas Republican Party in the room” — Kevin Spacey and
eventually for the Department Chairman James Dickey Hollywood’s deeper gender biases,
of Homeland Secunty. | believes Valdez’s record on Meyers scored laughs throughout
When she ran for sheniff in sanctuary cities and other i1Ssues | the hallroom, and maybe a sense of
2004, she was out of the closet,  makes her unpalatable to Texas | release.
and even with l'.he hi_g,h«-tllmwl moderates. He noted that when “For the male nominees in the
boost of a presidential elecion  Jiberal Democrat Leticia Van de | room tonight, this is the first time
she was a long shot: | Putte ran for lieutenant gover- in three months it won’t be ter-
“She ran for sheriff in a nor in 2014 against conserva- rifying to hear your name read out
county that did not have a tive fellow state senator Dan loud,” said Meyers.
single countywide official that  Ppatrick, a tea party stalwart, The first award of the night, per-
was a Democrat and hadn’tfor  ghe jost by a wide margin: 39 haps fittingly, went to one of Holly-
20 years. She ran against an percent to 58 percent. wood’s most powerful women: Ni-
incumbent sheriff. She did not “There was a limited appeal | cole Kidman, for her performance
have any expenience running as far as identity and at the in HBO’s “The Big Little Lies,” a
for office. Few people. if any. same time a massive discon- series she and Reese Wi
gave her any chance of win- nect on values, issues and also produced. Kidman chalked the

ning " recalled Texas Demo- — principles.” Dickey said. “No | win up to “the power of women.”

Hnojosa. | at Lupe’s track record would four awards, including best limited
Valdez won by a shm mar- consider her a moderate.” series and best supporting actress
gin, 51 percent to 49 percent. Dickey also doesn’t expect for Laura Dem. Like seven other
But her win helped set the stage 51405 1o benefit from a Trump | female stars, Dern walked the red
for a larger victory, attracting  packjach at the polls. carpet with a women’s rights activ-
Democratic candidates who “To the extent that there ist as part of an effort to keep the |
swept into office in 2006. Two . opposition that has been Globes spotlight trained on sexual ~ “Me Too” founder Tarana Burke, dren that speaking out without fear
years later, Valdez's margm of 4,1 ned up against the harassment. Demn was joined by and Meryl Streep with domestic of retribution is our new North
victory widened, 35 percent 1o o gigenst | do not believe farmworker advocate Monica worker advocate Ai-jen Poo. Star,” said Dern, accepting her
45 percent. Last year, she was "o ¢ voters equate that with Ramirez, Michelle Williams with “May we teach all of our chil- Globe.

rec?ectedbymewubstnmgm Texas oficeholders” hie said.

e L

As'Dallas‘populaﬁmmwand “Iwiﬂbcshopkndif\?cdongn
dersiied oo of e keys 10”8 e anddc
those victories was tuming out ity of the Hispani gt’;
minority voters, she said. majority of the Hispanic vote,
Valdez, who announced last mﬂ:tj l“,"r“ S— that reso- Associated Press
month that she was resigning as mF e D I]uaé;m T
sheniff to run for governor, said Republ Y MERRIMACK, N.-H. — It's
her campaign will be focused cpublican Party Chairman been a billion-dollar lottery week-

- ) Jonathan Neerman disagreed. after Powerball ti
st s ool mﬂﬂﬂ “Traditional Latino Repub- :onﬂi in N:wloinl;mpshtre mat:::ll:d
the elderly. those who worked ~ !ican voters could abandon the | ) 5ix numbers and will claim a
their way up like she did, sub-  Party because of Trump and $559.7 million jackpot, one day
sisting at times on peanut butter vote Democrat, or the sleeping | ,fier another single ticket sold in
and jelly, making sure they paid ~ 81ant could awaken and new Florida nabbed a $450 million

the rent, cleaned up for church Latmovmsowldmbum Mega Millions prize.
and prayed over their meals crat,” Neerman said. smmmmm
the way she and others did at In that way, Valdez would opened at 5:30 a.m. Sunday,
Norma’s. lay the groundwork for another | 47005 of excited regulars have
“She understands what those mg’mﬂﬂm W?W&mﬂ,mdm
folks are going through, what : | - | dent gonvenience store in
they need, what their families ~ Jones said, such as San Antonio | Hampshige that sold the winning
are all about” Hinojosa said. ~  Congressman Castro or erball ticket to congratulate
“The only reason Texasisnot his twin brother, Us. owner and chat about the win,
a blue state is because the huge ig secretary and San store.owner Sam Safa said. He said
Latino population in this state  Antonio Mayor Julian Castro. | he daess'tknow the identity of the
has not turmed out the way it winner, but hopes one of the -
should and the way it has in h:ﬁmtheomlm-y‘-ﬁ_ '
states like California.” store in Merrimack, about 25 miles
Wendy Davis, the Demo- (40 kilometers) south of Concord,
crat who ran against Abbott swon the nation's eighth-largest lot-
in 2014, lost by more than 20 ‘#Ekpot ‘ -
; ' : “What Lupe Valdez is going .| He said that by selling the ticket,
to try to do is engage the Latino | it felt like he himself had won. The
A wmmiln | store will receive a$75,000 bonus
have for Lupe Valdez is that hﬁr'm'ﬂ_lhﬁ | * The winsing Poses

she
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Trump washes his hands of msurgency against GOP incumbents

By Jill Colvin
Associared Press

THURMONT, Md. —
President Donald Trump

and that includes involve-

ment in the Republican
primaries. He'll campaign
for incumbents, he said,
and mybodydsetlmlms
my kind of thinking."

White House Director of
anne Conway, third from
wmammmrmmhaCongroswmIHoplﬁcanLudemthmmmSthayatCampDam Md.

thin majority in the Senate  extended family members he returned to his state something in a bipartisan
and will need Democrats’ and must end the diversity  after the retreat. “For a few  way. Otherwise, we’ll be
support to push through visa lottery, which draws weeks now it seems like holding it for a little bit
most legislation. It's un- immigrants from under- there’s the ability to get later.”
clear, however, the extent represented parts of a an agreement reached but Republicans are eager
to which Trump is willing  world . That’s 1n addition none has been finalized to build on the victory
to work with Democrats to  to funding for the south- yet,” he said of the effort achieved late last year with
achieve that goal. ern border wall, a deeply to protect the young im- the overhaul of the nation’s
Trump, for instance, unpopular idea among migrants who came under tax code. But before mov-
Democrats. Obama’s program. “I think  ing on to infrastructure and
The administration on the framework is there other items, Trump and
Friday unveiled a 10-year, and the president is fully his GOP allies first must
$18 billion request forthe  engaged.” navigate a tricky landscape
wall that roiled the immi- Trump also appeared of leftover legislation from
gration talks and infuriated  Saturday to back away last year that promises to
Democrats who’ve spent from efforts to overhaul the test party unity in the com-
welfare system, which just  ing weeks.
weeks ago had been identi- The need to work with
fied as one of the White Democrats on a spending
House's top two legisla- package, for instance, is
oblivious to the anger on tive priorities, along with sure to whip up opposition
Saturday. “We hope that a massive infrastructure from many conservatives
we're going to be able to investment plan. to a hoped-for catchall
work out an arrangement McConnell had argued spending bill slated for
with the Democrats,” he that welfare reform was a next month.
said. “It’s something, no-go given Democratic The Camp David presi-
certainly, that I'd like to see  opposition. And Trump dential retreat in Mary-
happen.” appt.ned to have come land’s Catoctin Mountains
Louisiana Rep. Steve provides a woodsy respite
Scalise, the House major- “Itsasubjectﬂ:latsvay from Washi t’sa
ity whip, also expressed dear to our heart.,” Trump place where presidents and
gn-'dedophmlsmwhcn said. “We’ll try and do lawmakers can bond over

Nowhagn-ttlmtohnrbmwithﬂeltom
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ive Affairs Marc Short, left, Vice President Mike Pence's Chief of Staff Nick Ayers, second from right, Counselor to the President Kelly-
lndNaﬁomlEmComcldmmmGuyCom second from right, listen and President Donald Trump and Republican congressmen

meals, hikes and movie
nights.

“There’s a feeling here
that you don’t have in very
many places. There was a
bonding,” Trump said of
the visit.

Trump’s chief of staff.
John Kelly, told reporters
Saturday that lawmakers
and top White House offi-
cials had enjoyed “a couple
of glasses of wine together
last night” and gathered
with Trump to watch the
new movie “The Greatest
Showman,” starming Hugh
Jackman. (He descnibed
it as “‘very. very entertain-
ing.”)

Politics, too, were on the
agenda, with talks about
the midterm elections.
Republicans are at nisk of
losing the majority they 've
held in the House since
2011, and could also lose
seats in the Senate, though
many more Democratic
incumbents are up for re-
election this year.
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This year, America should resolve to end elitism

B Half the country is busy looking
down their noses at the other half.
And then, 1n an instant, the half
being looked down upon changes
the criteria and looks down on the

first half
Aforgoing the personal this year |

and thinking bigger. What's on m
mind 1s what's best for America.

And to that end, here’s the perfect as-
piration for our country in these dramatic
and divided times: Let’s all band together
to stamp out elitism. This “-ism” can be
just as distasteful as some of the more no-
torious blights that America confronted in
the 20th century such as fascism, racism,
nativism and ethnocentrism.

Elitism seems to be just about every-
where — perhaps because it’s part of
human nature.

It’s in our history books. In 1787, when
the Framers gathered in Philadelphia to
create a Constitution that would guide the
fledgling republic, the seats at the table
were reserved for white men with prop-
erty.

You'll find elitism 1n the modemn legis-
lative process. When lawmakers in both
parties discuss legalizing undocumented
immigrants, they feel most comfort-
able skimming the cream by offering a

s for New Year's resolutions, I'm

OPINION EXTRA

Future of retirement
is brighter than ever

Over the holidays the Washington Post interrupted the good

cheer to bring us “a preview of a U.S. without pensions.”
Peter Whorniskey tells the story of 998 people who lost pen
sion benefits when McDonnell Douglas closed a plant in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, in 1994 It’s a story that features bankruptcies, lost
| homes and long-deferred retirements. It's compelling, it’s sad, and
it’s not a useful guide to the future of American retirement.

It 1s part of a journalistic genre that laments the decline of the
traditional defined-benefit pension and the rise of defined-contri-
bution plans such as 401(k)s. If you want to write an article in that
genre, there are four rules that appear to be obligatory.

First, gloss over how rare defined-benefit pensions really were.
Even at the mid-1970s peak of defined-benefit plans, fewer than 40

RUBEN
NAVARRETTE

Washington Post Writers Group

special accommodation to high-achieving
“Dreamers” who attend college.

Our politics is driven by it. Donald
Trump convinced white Ing-class
voters in the industrial Mi (Wis-
consin, Ohio, Michigan and Pennsylva-
nia) that he understood their economic
fears, and that he could bring back jobs.
Meanwhile, Hillary Clinton embodied the
qualities that repel people away from elit-
ISts — arrogance, smugness, condescen-
sion, detachment, disdain for those with
different values and beliefs.

Eliutsm sometimes makes a cameo ap-
pearance 1n our debates over controversial
1ssues. At the moment, conservatives can'’t
wait to fix something that isn’t broken —
1.€., the country’s process for admitting
legal immigrants — by creating a ment-
based system that would give affirma-
tive action to immigrants who are well-
educated and highly skilled. So instead of
continuing our country’s proud tradition
of offering second chances to go-getters

who struck out in their home country — a
practice that builds fierce loyalty to this
one — we’ll compete with other nations
for the upper crust, the kind of people who
are likely to think they're doing us a favor
by coming here. Who wants them”?

It’s even mn those lighter human-interest
stories that follow any presidency. But
whereas the liberal media once framed the
narrative that Bill Clinton’s love for fast
food made him more human and allowed
him to relate to everyday Americans, now
reporters and commentators are wagging a
disapproving finger at Trump, whose love
for McDonald’s takeout is a deplorable
health crisis.

And you can sure hear the screech of
elitism in the feverish chatter by Beltway
pundits about the soon-to-be-published
blockbuster book by journalist Michael
Wolff, “Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump
White House.” Claiming to have spoken to
dozens of current and former Trump aides
and White House officials, Wolff paints a
picture of a president who is dismissed —
even by those who support him — as an
“idiot” and a “dope,” with a short attention
span, a lack of intellectual curiosity and
no interest in reading. And that’s the nice
part.

By the way, funny thing about many of
those people — in the media and in the
White House — who are convinced that
Trump 1sn’t very smart: They have never

percent of private-sector workers had them. Today, decades after

the shift to 401(k)s began, 61 percent of private-sector workers are
participating in a retirement plan. The percentage of all workers
vested in any kind of retirement plan has risen from 24 in 1979 to

43 1n 2012,

Second, 1ignore the advantages that 401(k)s have over the old

Everything about Trump is deceptive

run for office or been elected to anything.
And so they can’t even imagine what it
takes to do what Trump did in order to
win the presidency. After all, life isn’t a

And yet, for all the recent sightings of
elitism, the concept is still widely mis-
understood. It’s not about money, class,
privilege or status. It’s not about having
access 1o power, or being part of a pro-
tected group, or breathing rarified ar.

It’s about how you handle any — or
all — of these things. And when you don’t
handle it well, and it goes to your head,
it’s about thinking that you're better than
other people. When you're not.

It’s an affliction that cuts across
ideological lines. Conservatives act like
they're more patriotic than liberals, while
liberals are convinced that they're more
compassionate than conservatives.

Half the country is busy looking down
their noses at the other half. And then,
in an instant, the half being looked down
upon changes the criteria and looks down
on the first half.

Enough already. This needs to stop. For
the good of the nation, and the well-being
of its people, I can’t think of a better New
Year’s resolution for America than to get
rid of elitism.

The stakes are high. It's a plague that 1s
killing a great country — one insult, one
eye roll, one snark at a ime.

"-r-—r—r—"t‘
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defined-benefit plans — even when the nisks and flaws of the latter
are staring you in the face. Referring to the McDonnell Douglas
workers, Whoriskey writes, “Because their pension benefits ac-
crued most quickly near retirement age, the pensions they receive
are only a small fraction of what they would have had they worked
| until full eligibility.”

In defined-benefit plans, benefits typically depend both on years
worked and final salary. If you lose your job in your 40s, that
structure works against you. The connection the Post fails to make
i1s that these workers might well have been better off if the shift
toward 401(k)s had happened decades earlier.

Third, rely on misleading numbers that suggest we are in a “re-
turement crisis.” Almost half of families have no defined-contribu-
tion retirement accounts, the Post says. That’s true, but we’re still
making the transition away from defined-benefit accounts. Count
all retirement plans, defined-benefit and defined-contribution, and
nearly three-quarters of near-retirees have them.

Fourth. never look at data on how retirees are doing overall and
how their condition has changed over time, no matter how relevant
this information would seem to be to your overall story. The median
senior household of 2013 had an income one-third higher than the
median senior household of 1989, even after adjusting for inflation.

Breaking these rules shouldn’t lead you to conclude that our
retirement system is perfect. Some people ought to be saving more,
and some policies need to be changed.

Too many workers, particularly low-income workers, do not
have access to 401(k) plans: it might make sense to let them save
money in the Thrift Savings Program for federal employees, as
Sen. Marco Rubio has proposed. Social Security should be re-
formed so that it does less to suppress saving and more to protect
the elderly from poverty. A guaranteed minimum benefit above the
poverty level could be more than paid for by reducing the growth
of benefits for high-earners, and lower payroll taxes on older em-
ployees can encourage longer working lives.

These are changes that would build on, rather than attempt to
reverse, the last few decades of developments in the American
retirement system. Those developments, especially the rise of the
401(k), have largely been for the better. Thanks to them, the future
of retirement is not going to look like the old age of those McDon-
nell Douglas workers.

Ramesh Ponnuru, Bloomberg
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B And that’s why this year’s Trumpie
award goes to ... the president

f all the scandalous revelations in the Mi-
Ochael Wolff book, the most revealing may

be the one about the apricot swirl atop the
president’s head.

For years, Donald Trump has labored to con-
vince us that “I actually don’t have a bad hairline,”
that “it’s not really a comb-over,” that “it’s my real
hair.”" His personal physician attested that Trump
“has all his hair.”

Who were we to believe: Trump or our own eyes?

Now, via Wolff, comes a plausible explanation
from Ivanka Trump of her father’s bouffant: “She
often described the mechanics behind it to friends:
an absolutely clean pate — a contained 1sland after
scalp-reduction surgery — surrounded by a furry
circle of hair around the sides and front, from
which all ends are drawn up to meet in the center
and then swept back and secured by a stiffen-
ing spray.” And the color “was from a product
called Just for Men — the longer 1t was left on,
the darker it got. Impatience resulted in Trump’s
orange-blond hair color.”

There it is, in orange and white: Everything
about the man 1s deceptive, even the style of his
hair — and the size of his button.

After Trump boasted about the largeness and
functionality of his “nuclear button™ last week, a
few reporters pointed out that the enly button on
his desk in the Ova] Office is for him to order a
Diet Coke. Maybe Trump thinks he is ordering a
nuclear strike each time he presses that button and
that he is then being rewarded with a Diet Coke?

There are valid questions about the validity of
some anecdotes in the book, “Fire and Fury,” but
former top Trump strategist Stephen K. Bannon,
whose guotes are the most hasn’t dis-
puted their accuracy. It’s as if Trump has a force
field of falsehood around him: The further peopie
get from him, the more they succumb to reality.

In September, when Bannon had just left the
White House and was still in Tramp's force field,
he proclaimed to “60 Minutes” that “there’s noth-
mgwthcltussm It’s a waste of

chance Donald Jr. di |
to his father, and that investigators
e 5o small ony hat ok s showing
s NO irony _
m.mwu:fzm

MILBANK

Washington Post Writers Group

announced that he would host “THE MOST
DISHONEST & CORRUPT MEDIA AWARDS”
feanning“BadR@mmgmvmmcategm
Call it the Trumpies?

For once in his life, Trump is being modest. In
the field of dishonesty, it is he who deserves the
Cecil B. DeMille Award for Lifetime Achievement:
Obama him. He had the largest inaugu-
ration audience ever. The Russia story is fake news.

Muslims celebrated in New Jersey on 9/11. He
only got a small loan from dad. Hillary Clinton
started the “birther” movement.

The tax cut will cost him a fortune.

Glenn Kessler and his Fact Checker team at The
Post report that Trump has made 1,950 faise or

claims in office.

I would nominate Trump in the “Best Original
Story” category for his recent claims that President
Barack Obama’s plane “never got to land” in the
WWMWCMMth
land.” This is

In the “Best Actor in a Misleading Role”
category, I again nominate Trump, this time for
boasting, mﬂShmbmehscmM
stock market reconds — contradicting his claim
that the same bull market under Obama was “arti-
ficial” and “a bubble.”

Md,mlhe“ﬂeum-w , 1 nomi-
runz:chm'l‘lundlythﬂ olﬁlnd“m

White House.” Reporters saw Wolff
at the White House many times.

Maybe Trump and his few still-loyal aides are

telling the truth: Former Trump aide Katic Walsh
didn’t say working with Trump was “like tryi
to figure out what a child wants,” Melania
didn’t weep with sorrow when her husband won,
andvumidu-ipdlﬁh'tmnq
as an “idiot,” “dumb,” “stupid,” “crazy,” a “dope
and semiliterate. |

“Today” show Friday, Wolff had
retort: “My

pure fabrication.

But on the
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‘Falling apart?’
Trump’s insults
not forgotten in
Atlanta

By Kate Brumback  Calvin, who figures Trump
and Russ Bynum wants to come to the big
e game for the attention

sociated Press rather than any real interest
in football.
H:TLANTA — When Though Atlanta leans
sident Donald Trump Democratic, both Georgia
SWOOPS into Atlanta for and Alabmr;a are solid
aV]Pmatatmllegc wmnlpcmn_yﬂm
g‘:?i‘]‘"“.s "“g"“ BAME,  ga strongly backed the
enjoy the Southern president in the 2016
hospitality of a city he election. In a political
f"SP?“‘E"d 8 YOI 880 a8 sense, at least, there’s no
I:ta.ish;%m and “cnme .., favorite for the New
The insults tweeted by I"g‘;:;:'_“cf " 200t Sor
Trump a week before his Lloyd Hawk, a 56-year-
IANGWISon May socm old real estate developer
like ancient history to most .4 Agjanta native, lives
Americans who follow the  po7r the stadium. He said
president’s VOIMINOUS  he'icnst surprised the presi-
stream of online INVECtiVe.  gdeny is coming to Atlanta
tc“; last year.
It was very personal “Being consistent in
because we live here and thought has never been
we love i1t.” saad Stephamc one of his strong pOil'ltS."
Langer, a 40-ycar-old East  {ayk said. “Hypocrisy
Atlanta resident whose is definitely his second
anger over the president’s language.”
putdowns was rekindled by Hawk said he had heard
news of his pending visit. some snarky remarks from
“]QIESSIISJIISIHUH}C some neighbors about the
that he’s coming here,” she president’s impending
said. "1 guess things must  yiit But he doesn't expect
have improved. Trump to receive an ungra-
Trump plans to be | cious welcome.
among 72,000 attending “We are Southern.”
Hawk said, “so we’ll be
polite.”
It will be Trump’s sec-
ond trip to ! |
game 1s being held at Mer- dlspampmgm;mﬂmmmm;,u ’
cedes-Benz Stadium, the April, he addressed the Na-
The stadmm sits in the was held in downtown At-
heart of downtown Atlanta, 1anta a short distance from
a place Trump targeted in the football stadium. Lewis
a pair of tweets Jan. 14 spoke at a rally near the
last year. He was puaching  convention during Trump’s
back at Democratic Rep. visit, calling for stricter
John Lewis. The Atl-la .
Lance Bottoms, serving
her first week in office,
declined through a spokes-
woman to revisit 'S l
year-old tweets.
The Georgia Democratic
Party weighed in with a
statement that invoked At-
lanta native Martin Luther
King Jr., whose birthda |
ﬂ:;c U.S. will celebrate Jan.
18.

to forgive,’ so it is in that
spirit we Donald

Trump to extend his stay
in Atlanta,” said Michael

e congressman
the city. Calvin, 43, can see
the new football stadium
from the door of Bottle
Rocket, a sushi and burger
mhmnm
Atlanta’s Castle} :
necighborhood. Over the 12
cl'lltmb‘sbemdu'e,

ud.hc's-n&mw
crime rates umpressive
urban revitalization.

“Fer ham 1o disparage
mlﬁe.lohlm:s ti:l."YouumdnSouh
absolutely ludicrous,” said adlﬂoohl .

Twitter explams wlly lt won’t block ‘world leaders’
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AP file photo

President Donald Trump speaks April 28 in Atlanta. Trump disparaged the city as “crime infested” and falling apart” after the city’s
Democratic congressman, Rep. John Lewis, announced he would not attend Trump’s inauguration. Atlanta residents didn't forget those
comments, and some think he is being hypocritical by attending the college football championship at the city’s new stadium today.

Bannon tries to make amends

as aides defend Trump’s fitness

By Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Steve Bannon is trying to
make amends.

Faced with a grow-
ing backlash, President
Donald Trump’s former
chief strategist released a
statement Sunday reaf-
firming his support for the
commander in chief and
praising Trump'’s eldest

| son as “both a patriot and a

good man.”

Bannon infuriated Trump
with comments to author
Michael Wolff describing
a June 2016 meeting at
Trump Tower in New York
between Donald Trump Jr.,
Trump campaign aides and
aRussianhwycras"trca-
sonous” and “unpatriotic.”

But Bannon said Sunday
his description was aimed
at former Trump gn
chairman Paul Mﬂm
who also attended the
meeting, and not Trump’s
sOn.

“I regret that my delay
in responding to the inac-
curate reportinig regarding
Don Jr has diverted atten-
tion from the president’s
historical accomplishments
in the first year of his presi-
dency,” Bannon said in the
statement, first obtained
by the news site Axios.
Bannon said his support for
‘!'imnpandhlsagcndawas
“unwavering.”

Hours before the state-
ment came out, admin-
istration officials used
appearances on the Sunday
news shows to rally behind
and try to under-
mine Wolff’s “Fire and
Fury: Inside the Trump
White House,” which
portrays the 45th president
as a leader who doesn’t

“MMKW
leader Kim Jong Un and
the sizes of
North and the United
States’ “nuclear buttons”

drew a fresh round of calls
10 censor his account.

Trump tweeted:
“North Korean Leader

Kim Un just stated that
the * _ is on
his desk at all times.” Will
_*h&md

Ild“
¢ inform him that | too
& Nuciear Button, but

' -_|." - . ._ll..l. ! - '
= . e KN o e -|_'_._‘:"-':,_ _'.',:'-.- i "_'-3 i b e
.-. o - -. =" -‘;.-.'-_1- a4 . N l-' 1':-‘;- - J :
e - . en ol 3

;_{, § _
Y ;1 -

LANDSCAFINC

ta W

understand the weight
of his office and whose
competence is questioned
by aides.

Chief policy adviser
Stephen Miller, in a com-

bative appearance on CNN,

described the book as
“nothing but a pile of trash
through and through.”

He also criticized Ban-
non, who is quoted at
length by Wolff, saying it
was “tragic and unfortu-
nate” that Bannon “would
make these grotesque com-
ments so out of touch with
reality and obvlously SO
vindictive.”

CIA Director Mike
Pompeo said Trump was
“completely fit” o lead the
country, pausing before
answering because, he said
on “Fox News Sunday,”
it was such “a ludicrous
guestion.”

“These are from people
who just have not accepted
the fact that President
Trump 1s the United States
president and I'm sorry for

them in that,” said Pompeo,

who gives Trump his regu-
lar intelligence briefings.
Nikki Haley, the U.S.
ambassador to the United
Nations, said that she is at

o¢
g,g

7

s?*

:
73

:
é.

#ig
i
:

z

gi
+

i
7L

Umon quickly grew
heated, with Miller cniticiz-

powerful one than his, and

AL

ing CNN’s coverage and
moderator Jake Tapper
pressing Miller to answer
his questions and accusing
him of speaking to only
one viewer: Trump.

Tapper abruptly ended
the interview, saying: I
think I've wasted enough
of my viewers’ time.”

Soon after, Trump
tweeted: “Jake Tapper of
Fake News CNN just got
destroyed 1n his interview
with Stephen Miller of
the Trump Administra-
tion. Watch the hatred and
unfaimess of this CNN
flunky!”

Trump took to Twitter
on Saturday to defend his
fitness for office, insisting
hé€ is “like, really smart”
and, indeed, a “very stable
genius.” He pressed the
case again on Sunday as he

prepared to depart Camp

David for the White House.

“I've had to put up with
the Fake News from the
first day I announced that |

would be running for Presi-

dent. Now I have to put up
with a Fake Book, wntten
by a totally discredited
author,” he tweeted.
Wolft’s book draws

a derogatory portrait of
Trump as an undisciplined

man-child who dida’t actu-

ally want to win the White
Hmmdwhosmm.ﬁ

hmmhed.mhmg
television and talking

on the telephone to old

on cable news shows
and among Democrats in

® ® & & & & & " 0 0 0 0 0
- . -

Congress.

White House spokes-
woman Sarah Huckabee
Sanders this past week
called such suggestions
“disgraceful and laugh-
able.”

“If he was unfit, he prob-
ably wouldn’t be sitting
there and wouldn’t have
defeated the most qualified
group of candidates the
Republican Party has ever
seen.” she said. calling him
“an incrédibly strong and
good leader.”

Trump and some aides
have attacked Wolff's
credibility, pointing to the
fact that the book includes
a number of factual errors
and denying that the author
had as much access as he
claimed.

“He said he interviewed
me for three hours in the
White House. It didn’t
exist, OK? It’s in his
imagination,” Trump said
Saturday.

Wolff told NBC on
Sunday that “I truly do not
want to say the president
i1s a liar,” but that he had
indeed spoken with Trump
for about three hours dur-
ing and since the cam-
paign.

Trump has repeatedly
invoked Ronald Reagan,
tweeting Sunday that the
former president “had the
same problem and handled
it well. So will I'™

Reagan died in 2004,
at age 93, from pneumo-
nia complicated by the
Alzheimer’s disease that
had progressively clouded
his mind. At umes when
he was president, Rea-
gan seemed forgetful and
would lose his train of
thought while talking.

Doctors, however, said
Alzheimer’s was not to
blame, noting the disease
was diagnosed years after
he left office. Reagan an-
nounced his diagnosis in
a letter to the Amenican
people in 1994, more than
five years after leaving the
White House.
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A major name brand hearing aid
provider wishes to field test

a remarkable new digital hearing
instrument in the area. This offer
is free of charge and you are under
no obligation.

Frank Masi/Sony Pictures via AP, Flile

This file image released by Sony Pictures shows Kevin Hart, from left, Dwayne Johnson, Karen
Gillan and Jack Black in “Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungie.” Columbia Pictures said Sunday that the
Johnson-led “Jumaniji” is estimated to have earned an additional $36 million, bringhg its total to
$244 .4 million.

These revolutionary 100%
Digital instruments use the latest

¢ ’ ¢ ‘ technology to comfortably and |
Jumanjl, Insidious’ top ‘Star almost invisibly help you hear
more clearly. This technology |
Wars’ in its fourth weekend solves the “stopped up cars”
l and “head in a barrel” sensation
Bifl;mvaﬁ Box ofthce results | some pcople expcrience_ E
LOS ANGEL RS — Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sunday t U.S. . | » ' | 5
Move over. "Star Wars." e F,ws‘”"'m“"' . ~ If you wish to participate, you will be required to have |
there are some new box day are also included. Fina! domestic figures will be released - - |
office champs this week- Monday. . | R your heaqng testefl in our ofﬁCt_: FREE OF CHA_RGE
end. "Jumanji: Welcometo 1 Jumani: Welcome to the Jungle.” $36 million (S70'millon | 10 determine candidacy and review your results with
the Jungle” has to the oo, il . - - . . . . s %
g s B o e the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist.
in theaters, and newcomer 3."Star Wars: The Last Jedi," $23.6 million ($64.7 million |
"Insidious: The Last Key" international). _ n . | ‘ _ |
opeiicd it sscoud, peshing % The Qusaimas Showman,” S12/8 eion €524 mison At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your |
"The Last Jedi" into third ez - " : . . : |
place. g DRI " 05 mon (11 mmston iame: ~ instrument, if you so desire, at a tremendous savings
Columbia Pictures says 6.“Ferdinand,” $7.7 million ($23.3 million international). | = - : - : - |
Sasieloe St e Divens 7 Moly's Game, 7 m%_: ?i,mw,h f for participating in this field test. Special testing i
' » "Da ur,” 6.4 m B8m mational). : - - - |
{g’hnﬂﬂ‘}i?}f e rtom 9Coco. $5.5 millon (§19.9 mition intomational). - will be done to determine the mcrqascd beneﬁts 5
have eamned an additional ooy oY in the World$3.6 miion (85-Tmillon. | of this technology. Benefits of hearing aids vary by type |
$36 million this weekend, - : : |
bringing its total to $244 4 Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sunday at interna- | and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy i
mj}ﬁ,;,.[_]j " ’ gg;aéx::ters (excluding the U.S. and Canada), according to Of hearing test, and proper ﬁt. |
MT;‘,‘: S‘i‘a;lmagbg;"w;; - 1. *Ex-File 3 (Qian Ren 3)," $78.9 million. | |
Paul Dergarabedian, the R T T T T ~ This is a wonderful opportunity to determine
senior media analyst for box 4. "The Greatest Showman," $24 million. . . e e :
office tracker comScore. S.‘Ferdnand” $233millon. if hearing help is available for your hearing loss
"This is a movie that was 6. “Insidious: The Last Key,” $20.1 million. - and | at a affordable price.
overhadowed byall be. 7 Soc0, SO | L | F T - price :
excitement around "The Last ) Along With the Gods: The Two Worlds,* $11.8 million. | : |
Jedi.' and yet 'Jumanji' just 10. *Going Vertical,” $9.7 million. | Schedule Your Appomtl-nent |
kept plugging away and | . |
drawing audiences through-  with 59 percent under the real life "poker princess” | for a RISK FREE Trial of our |
out the holiday ... This is age of 25. Whether or not Molly Bloom is up for two . o S "
kind of unheard of fora  they enjoyed the filmisan-  Golden Globe awards Sup- NEWEST Miracle-Ear” Hearing Aids.
movie this size. other question: It got a scary  day evening — best actress | |
In second place 1s the B- CinemaScore. and best B _ S |
horror film "Insidious: The "Star Wars: The Last Jedi" The Winston Clmrcinll | = |
Last Key," the fourthinthe  fell to third place with $23.6 film "Darkest Hour" staring | Th WEEK On, i =
franchise, which eamed million in its fourth week- Gary Oldman (who is up for ' s yo
$29.3 million. The Universal end in theaters. The space a best actor Goldén Globe) |
and Blumhouse Pictures blockbuster hasgrossed also added 790 theaters and |

film ormed the $572.5 milh date. took in $6.4 million. | A
mkde:gpqém series. "The Gregsthhmvman" Th::nweekﬂﬂ isuparound | IN CLUDED IN TI'IIS FIELD T'EST.
That film launched to $22.7  took fourth place with $13.8 18 percent from the same | |

e — =

"We could not be more 3" rounded out the top five Du'gmabedmmasaslgn | |
thrilled with that debut. It's with $10.2 million. that perhaps the 2018 box | A miniature camera“tours” your |
gyl s e e " . | ear canal. You may not have hearing loss, |

, Universal's president of  continue to expand through-  more steady . |
domestic distribution. "The  out January, too, like Aaron "2017 was not consistent. it may be nothing more than earwax. .
release date worked in our Sorkin's directonal debut It was volatile, it was a |
favor. There hasn't been a "Molly's Game," which rollercoaster,” Dergarabe- | . \
similar film in a couple of ~ added over 1,300 theaters  dian said. "This sets the tone FREE Hearing Test |
months. " this weekend and took 1n for what we're hoping is a : |

Young audiences drove $7 million. The Jessica consistent and strong 2018 A complete heanng test that reveals

the "Insidious” box office Chastain-starrer about the box office.” where you need hearing help

Recommended annually. |

New tech

gadgets are
following

the sound of

your voice
By Anick Jesdanun

Associated Press

AP fiie photo

| m’a:"lg“fmtm;‘ &lnmg Lu Sun looks at his phone in an exhibit of LG OLED 4K TVs
o DERS £ weimwisy at the LG booth Jan. 5, 2017, during CES international, in Las

these days”? Your voice. Vegas. Artificial intelligence and internet connectivity in everyday
Some of the most popu- products will be among the topics in discussion and on display as

lar gadgets over the holiday the annual CES gadget show kicks off Tuesday in Las Vegas.
season were smart speak- | |
ers with digital assistants ~ previews starting Sunday.  commands.

from Amazon and Google While major tech com- You might also see hints
. Apple is coming out with  panies such as Apple and of where Al is heading.
its own speaker this year, Google typically don’t Steve Koenig, senior direc-

Microsoft and Samsung make big announcements tor of market research at
have partnered on another.  at CES, their technologies  CES organizer Consumer
As the annual Consumer ~ Will be powering products  Technology Association,
Electronics Show kicks off  and services from startups g5y that as more people
in Las Vegas this week, and other small companies. jge these Al systems, com-
manufacturers are ex- Expect more gadgets using  panies have more data to
pected to unveil even more  Google’s Android operat- better train the machines.
voice-controlled devices mgwftmandfGoosle S Auto makers will also
— speakers and beyond digital assistant, for demonstrate self-driving
— as Amazon and Google  instance, and products that ye‘mlﬁmbyM
make their digital assis- work with Apple’s Home-  pg 4o o creasing the space
tants available on a wider Kit, a smart-home system for self-driving technolo-
array of products. If these  getting a boost with the gies by more than a third
prove popular, you'll soon  coming launch of Apple's .0 oo ‘g rung are ex-

be able to order around HomePod smart speaker. -

much more of your house,
including kitchen apph-
and other devices.
CES is expected to draw
more than 170,000 people,
as some 4,000 exhibitors
showcase their wares over
the equivalent of nearly
50 football fields, or more
than 11 New York city
blocks. The show

formally
opens Tuesday, with media
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“TOMI SERVES ... WITH

LOVE AND A HUGE SMILE"

Tomi Reyes is a sweet, kind and caring woman
who gives and gives with a smile. Midland RSVP

W, & . . e
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“SHE KNOWS HOW TO MAKE PEOPLE FEEL

RIGHT AT HOME AND COMFORTABLE"

Midland Memorial Hospital is blessed to have Tomi Reyes volunteer at the Information
Desk. She has a warm and inviting smile that instantly makes people feel welcome.

SENIOR LINK, MIDLAND
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Professional and community
involvement: Senior Link (Meals

on Wheels and Texas Sized Garage
Sale) and Midland Memorial Hospital
Auxilary

How did you decide to serve

the community as a volunteer at
Senior Link and Midland Memorial
Hospital? I'm a retired school teacher
of 32 years. | have worked since |

was 12, and | couldn’t imagine dong
nothing with my life after retirement. A
friend of mine invited me to volunteer
with her at the Texas Sized Carage Sale.
From there, other friends invited me to
volunteer at Meals on Wheels and the
auxiliary at Midland Memorial Hospital.

What talents and skills do you
share with the community through
your roles at Senior Link and MMH?
| thoroughly enjoy working with
people. At the hospital, | work at the
information desk where | assist people
getting from place to place. | brought
some lessons | learned in the classroom
to help me while volunteering. |
consider myself highly organized,
which helps when sorting, organizing
and pricing at the garage sale. | am
very task-oriented, and | work hard to
make sure each job is finished. | also
think of myself as a problem-solver,
and | look forward to good challenges
and the opportunity to figure things
out.

What unexpected lesson have you
learned while serving as a volunteer
and through your nonprofit work?

| have made many wonderful friends
through volunteering. | am amazed

by the dedication of the people |
volunteer with. Most of them are in
their 70s, 80s and some in their 90s.
These people give of themselves on

a daily basis. They are hard-working
and don't hesitate to jump in and

make a contribution to society. From
these veteran volunteers, | have
learned the meaning of dedication and
commitment for a good cause.

Why is volunteerism a priority for

you? | strive to make a difference in
other people’s lives. | like the feeling of
being productive and doing something
with my life. At the end of my day, |
have a gratifying feeling knowing that
I've made a difference in someone’s
lite. | had a long career in teaching,
where | tried to be a positive influence
in my students’ lives. When my season
of teaching came to a close, | still felt
the call to help and serve others. |

have not found anything else that has
brought me closer to God than service
to my neighbors.

is honored to nominate Tomi because of her | . | |

, , , She brings such a touch of happiness with her each Wednesday moming she - How long has Midland been your
dedication to the various areas she serves. Tomi | . - . -
| volunteers. Tomi meets and greets patients and their families as they come in the front home, and why have you stayed?
ﬂ“dhh’dmu‘hﬂm.rﬂ Mid'u.dhasbeenihomeformr

Sized Carage Sale, where she sorts and organizes
donations.

Tomi is a dedicated “Pink Lady” for Midland
Senior Link Midland’s Meals-on-Wheels kitchen.
Tomi is also part of the RSVP’s SWAT (Seniors

with Available Time), where she and others in the

door. In addition to meeting and welcoming guests to MMH, she also delivers flowers
and gifts to patients. She also escorts patients and families to their destinations within
the hospital. This makes for a wonderful patient experience for MMH patients and
their families.

One of her favorite things to do is to take gifts to new mothers. Some of the awdliary
members make blankets, hats, booties and other small items that are given to the new

mothers. “l just love making new mothers happy. It is a highlight of my day,’ Tomi says.
"l know that these items were made with care and love, so | give care and love when |

family for a long time. Midland was
our home in the early '80s, but certain
nities moved our family to

. New Mexico for almost 20 years. Even
" while living in New Mexico, Midland

was a home we always visited; it was a
home away from home. Midland is a

| group prepare mailings for more than a dozen local bdne o i i s s. It is delightfd to watch their . B § adol wﬂﬂf:::ihf“::—:::mh::s
| nonprofits. | in the patient room with gifts, especially ones of this handmade quality” mdwrhmilyl grew from it. |
In addition, Tomi finds time monthly to make calls Another duty Tomi likes to do is deliver pillowcases to patients who have birthdays
r‘?”mmm‘ﬂm while they are in the hospital. “The pillowcases are also made by volunteers. When | What else would you like our
| hase erensy- " take them to a patient, it just makes their day. It is an unexpected treat for the patients readers to know about you? | was
-" We are blessed to have Tomi as our volunteer N day born in Mexico and moved to the

_ .
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special friend. 3
Saul Herrera, director of Retired Senior Violunteer
Program

-
T

and makes them feel special’’ she says.

Tomi has volunteered more than 250 hours of time with the volunteers at the hospital.
She works a four-hour shift on Wednesday momings and sometimes will substitute for
dnother volunteer who cannot make their shift.

Tomi is such a wonderful person. it shows in her smile and her warm, friendly nature.
She immediately makes friends and knows how to mike people feel right at home and
comfortable. Our hospital-patient-experience leadership is teaching staff how to make
the most of every patient encounter by excellent “power moves” Tomi just loves to
make great power moves, and her moves make a difference for patients.

Kim Modisett, director of awxdliary services for Midland Memorial Hospital
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United States when | was 6 years old.

| am one of 21 siblings. | know and
understand the value of hard work,

and | strive to live a good life and do
God's will. When God opens doors, |
try to be obedient and walk through
them. Volunteering, | feel, is where
God wants me to be. It has been, and
continues to be, a blessing to serve the
community.
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SHOWTIME IN VEGAS

Bao Truong looks at a display of Samsung SUHD Quantum dot display TVs at the Samsung booth during CES International on Jan. 8, 2016, in

Las Vegas.

8K TVs among trends at CES

By Mike Freeman

San Diego Union-Tribune

Every year, one or two breakout
technologies capture the imagination of
consumers. Eighteen months ago, 1t was
Pokemon Go. the first augmented reality
mobile app to really catch fire. A few
years before that, it was 3-D pninters.

Last year, 1t clearly was digital assis-
tants — Amazon Echo, Google Home
and others — that tapped cloud-connected
artificial intelligence to respond to voice
commands.

These smart speakers have set the stage
for voice control to become a table-stakes
feature in a host of gadgets. And that will
probably be a key theme at this year s
CES — the consumer electronics extrava-
ganza (this) week in Las Vegas.

“Last year. Amazon seemed to domi-
nate 1n terms of mtelligent assistants or
intelligent speakers,” said Gary Shapro.
head of the Consumer Technology As-
sociation trade group. which puts on the
show. "It has been one of the breakaway
products for the year. There 1s a fourth
(sales) channel now. You talk to your
speaker, and 1t buys stuff for you.”

CES i1s a bit of a hodgepodge, but
on a huge scale. There’s a little bit ot
everything — smart beds. virtual reality
headsets: 360)-degree cameras, TV screens
so sharp it’s hard to look away, power-
ful gaming computers and a self-dnving
shuttle bus that taps computing power
from IBM's Watson.

CES attracts about 4,000 exhibitors.
More than 184,000 product buyers, indus-
try analysts and journalists attended last
year. Attendees came from 150 countries.
The show is not open to the general
public.

New at CES this year 1s a section
dedicated to Smart Cities technologies.

Roku to chime in with voice-controlied
assistant. '

Page 4B

with more than 40 exhibitors featured. In
addition, a new Sports Zone highlights
technologies for athletes, arenas and e-
sports, with 18 exhibitors.

Here is a look at some trends expected
this year:

m 8K TVs: Not long ago, ultra-high
definition 4K TVs were considered the
biggest thing on a small screen. But this
year, 4K could make way for an even
sharper resolution — 8K screens.

“I think we will probably see at CES
the first concrete product announcements
around 8K,” said Paul Gagnon, a display
technology analyst with IHS Markait.
“They will be pricey. There won't be
many of them. But I expect to see them.”

TV makers are pushing 8K to combat
falling prices for 4K.

“l am impressed by the fact that a 55-
inch (4K) OLED TV is on sale right now
for around $1.500. and that was a $4,000
product not too many years ago,” Gagnon
said.

While there isn’t 8K content available
right now, there are 8K cameras on the
market. and some movie studios have
begun shooting content using the technol-
ogy. Moreover. the next generation of
broadcast television standards supports
8K.

The higher resolution means consum-
ers can sit closer to very large screens
— 65 inches and larger — without seeing
pixels, creating a cinematic expenence at
home, Gagnon said.

“The trend has been significantly shaft-

ing toward larger screen sizes for the past
few years,” he said. “So 65 inches is about
the smallest screen size we’ll see in 8K
TVs”

B Artificial intelligence: Amazon’s
Alexa platform signals that many more
devices will tap artificial intelligence.

“In the end, 1t is hard to image that not
being a key trend — artificial intelligence
and voice commands being embedded
in all kinds of devices,” said Ignacio
Contreras, director of communications at
Qualcomm. _

How many such devices will be ready
at this year’s CES is not clear, as is
whether consumers will embrace the idea
that their refrigerator, TV or other gadgets
are listening to them, or think the technol-
OgYy 1S creepy.

Vizio, for example, paid a fine to
regulators last year for installing software
on 11 million internet-connected TVs that
pany subsequently sold to marketers.

“The idea of a TV always listening to
you waiting for voice commands scares
some people,” Gagnon said. “When you
buy an Amazon Echo or Google Home,
you buy it very intentionally. You know
that this device is listening to you. But
when you buy a smart TV, you may not
want that.”

B Wearables: The market for smart
watches and activity trackers has become
very competitive over the past couple
years, and that’s not expected to change.
The top remaining players — Apple,
Fitbit, Garmin, Samsung and fashion
watchmaker Fossil — are adding capabili-
ties to lure buyers.

“A lot of what is coming out, particular-
ly from Fitbit and Apple, is releasing the
most robust health and fitness software

Please see CES/4B

In rare showing, Google arrives at CES to

By Hayley Tsukayama

Washingion Post

LAS VEGAS — More than 3,900
companies are on hand to show off their
latest technologies at CES this week, but
there’s one giant name that stands out
from the pack: Google.

This is the first time in several years
that the Mountain View, California, titan
has had a big, stand-alone booth at the
show and its presence not only reflects
the changing dynamic of the show, but
also serves as a declaration of war on the
battlefield of digital assistants.

CES is changing from a show where
you show up with the flashiest gadget.
Now there’s a greater focus on creat-
ing partnerships between small and
large companies to make each product
work within a constellation of others to
help people get through the day more
efficiently, said Gary Shapiro, chief
executive of the Consumer Technology
Association, which hosts CES. Tech
giants want their assistants to be the
glue of that life-operating system —
voice that hclps you turn on your nghts
power your car’s dashboard and control
everything from your shower head to
your bed.

Having an official booth at CES,
especially when its chief rival Amazon
doesn’t, lets Google show off (o poten-
tial buyers and signal that it’s geady to
work with the world’s top brands and
interesting start-ups, analysts said.

“Goog aprmmcatCESmequally

designed to reach not only consumers
but also developer ecosystems, as well,”
said Werner Goertz, analyst at Forrester
Research.

The competition to be the first as-
sistant to get into people’s homes i1s
fierce. It’s a market that’s expected to
grow considerably within the next few
years, with the analysis firm Gartner
predicting that a quarter of all household
requests will be made through voice
assistants by 2019. Currently, Amazon's
Echo devices have 67 percent of the
smart speaker market, to Google’s 25
percent, according to Strategy Analytics.
And both Google and Amazon offered
drastic holiday price cuts to get ahead of
Apple’s HomePod. That speaker, expect-
ed later this year, will give Apple’s Siri
voice assistant its own pcrch in the home
— though the company’s HomeKit soft-
ware already lets Siri control lightbulbs,
smart locks and other products, includ-
ing some exhibiting at the show.

Google’s goal is to be the only as-
sistant a person uses every day. “You
should have the same assistant helpi
you across all the contexts of your life,”
said Scott Huffman, vice president for
Google Assistant. Google Assistant is
currently in 400 million devices world-
wide, up from 100 million in July 2017.

Google has some key advantages over
Amazon when it comes to Al, analysts
said. Its deep knowledge of search gives
it important packground knowledge of
what people want to know and, criti-

.cally; how they make requests. Google’s

battle Amazon’s Alexa and Apple’s Siri

services give it a built-in andience. Most
importantly, because Google Assistant is
built into the mobile Android operating
system, it isn’t as housebound as Alexa.

“There are certain spaces open 1o
challengers such as Google and maybe
even the other guys,” Goertz said.

But it will be hard-fought battle. CES
will provide a huge showcase for this
battle as it plays out. Last year, Amazon
didn’t have an official presence at the
show, but its Alexa assistant showed up
in everything from speakers to ceiling
fans. That’s expected to be the case

this year too. Analysts expect Google
Assistant to have a similar showing, in

es to autos, which will extend Google's
reach far beyond its own booth.
And and Amazon assistants
will have players at CES snapping
at their heels, such as Roku. The video
streaming service has announced that 1t
has developed its own voice assistant,
which is custom-built to work with its
service. Say, for example, “Heym
find Meryl movies” into a remote

or speaker, and it
willwr;llupahumthe'l’\'
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New battery
will make

new again

arely is tech advice this cut-and-
R%y: If you bought an 1Phone in
16 or earlier, make an appoint-
ment at a Genius Bar as soon as possible.
Apple just started a program that can
make old 1Phones feel new again — for
just $29.

An Apple store or repair shop will pop
the hood of your iPhone 6, 6s, SE or 7 and
swap out the battery. Like a jalopy after
a Jiffy Lube, a 3-year-old iPhone with
a fresh battery will not only run longer.
chances are it will also run faster.

Just hurry up and do it. When 1 showed
up with an appointment at my closest
Apple store on Jan. 3, there were so many
others also trying to replace their batteries
that I had to join a weekslong waiting list.
Your local shop might have more supply,
but battling hordes for repair (rather than a
sexy new phone) is an unusual experience
at an Apple store.

What's the big deal? Apple shaved $50
off its standard battery fee in an extraor-
dinary — but limited-time — effort to get
back in our good graces. It got caught In
December slowing iPhones with worn-out
batteries — a move, it says, that keeps the
phones from unexpectedly shutting down.
If you always suspected your old iPhone
was getting slower, you were right.

But now there’s a fix. While most of us
were in a holidaze last week, Apple pub-
lished a mea culpa and promised to make
replacing the battery on an iPhone less ex-
pensive through the end of 2018. It made
the move, it said, “to address our custom-
ers’ concerns, to recognize their loyalty
andtomgamthctmstofmymewhomly
have doubted Apple’s intentions.” On Dec.

30, Apple said it would begin honoring a
$29 price immediately.

there’s a chance you might not feel the
Please see FOWLER/4B

Apple says all
Macs, iPhones,
1Pads exposed
to chip flaw

By Mark Gurma
Bloomberg

Apple said all Mac computers and
iOS devices, like iPhones and iPads, are

performance. Thecompln wnllmleaﬂe
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Green Daisies

C&ﬁe IS

Providing counseling for

those in need, for children
and adults, regardless of
level of income.
Counseling emphasizes
support and healing of

individuals and families.

3701 Andrews Highway
Midland, Texas 79703
432.570.1084
www.centersix.org

~

*
CASA

Caurt Appointed Speric! Advrc otes
FOR CHILDREM™

CASA OF WEST TEXAS

1611 W Texas Ave.
Midland, TX 79701

(432) 683-1114

“Change the Path of a Pet’s Life” |

4206 W. Loop 250
- Midland, TX 79707
(nside PetSmart)
432-520-3134 ext. 7
www.midlandhumane.org
LIKE us on Facebook

i

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Midland Texas

Mentoring children
for a better Midland

432-687-0195
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Curbside Pickup Recycling

Call Daises today for a Greener tomorrow.

432-349-5326
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Eighth-grader issues warning
after friend shares nude photo

DEAR ABBY: I'm writing"
to you about an expenience |
had that might be useful to girls
my age and older. I'm in eighth

and I’'m friends with more

than girls. Because I'm a
tamboy, fitting in with them is
easier.

Today in manufacturing class,
I was hanging out with my
friend “lan.” We were in a larg-

DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angleles, CA 90069. Her column is
 distributed by Universal Press Syndicate.

' i

tion abou: etiguette. I recently you. If she’s well enough to
encountered a counselor 1 had practice her profession, doing so
gone 1o for many years. We might be considered unethical.
exchanged the normal social |
amenities, and nothing was said DEAR ABBY: My hus-
ﬁmm-_ band’s older brother comes
she a special over every few weeks to do his

laundry. While he’s here, he

JOars helps himself to my snacks, M
well at all. In fact, she looked lmsbmﬂ‘syoungerycwsinalsny
awﬁd.lmm#. comes over every now and then
I said nothing because 1 didn’t “’""'“s;“‘n':fy,,h"“"m ontoin

We are better off financially
than both of them, but I think

the way they mooch off us is
inconsiderate. My husband
says it’s normal and that’s how
family is. But we don’t do that
in MY family, nor do we arrive
anywhere empty-handed. Are
his family using us, or is this
normal? — TIRED OF IT
DEAR TIRED: It's normal
for your husband's family.

MIDLAND
NEED TO
READ

ADULT LITERACY
PROGRAM

info@midlandneedtoread.org

432-682-9693

1709 W. Wall St.
Midland, Texas 79701

2701 North A

(OREN

Midland, TX

432.695.9901

tor children & families

Providing counseling tor
those in need, for children
and adults, regardless ot
level of income.
Counseling emphasizes
support and healing ot
individuals and families.

3701 Andrews Highway
Midland, Texas 79703
432.570.1084
www.centerstx.org
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BRIDGE

With Bob Jones
Bidding Quiz

Q | — Neither vulnerable, as South,
you hold:
¢KQ8747VK3I20KQ524A
With the opponents passing, you open
one spade and partner raises to two
spades. What call would you make’
A — This hand 1s too good to make an
invitation. Bid four spades.

(Q 2 — North-South vulnerable, as
South, you hold:

eA1085QAIOKI2@AKG?
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
INT  Pass X*  Pass
*Transfer o spades

What call would you make?

A — Any bid you make, other than

three spades, shows a hand that loves
spades. This hand loves spades! Bid
four clubs.

Q 3 — East-West vulnerable, as South,

you hold:
¢AQDAI076420A658K8S
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
& Pass 1V
INT Pass ?
What call would you make’
A — In modem bridge, three hearts
would be invitational and four hearts
would be a sign-off. Slam is possible,
50 bid two diamonds, the “new" minor,
looking for three-card heart support.
Q 4 — Both vuinerable, as South, you
hold: -
¢Q27Q650A98648K86
Right-hahd opponent opens one heart
What call would you make?

A — Overcalling at the two level in a
five-card minor suit and a poor overall
hand is losing tactics. Pass.

Pass
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SAN FRANCISCO — Roku
plans to add a voice-controlled
digital assistant to its streaming TV
players 1n an attempt to catch up
with Google, Apple and Amazon.

Roku’s voice capabilities are cur-
rently limited to performing search
requests and launching apps. The
assistant will be able to field broad-
er requests about video, music and
other tasks tied to entertainment.

Still, that’s a much narrower
scope than the assistants already

available from its bigger rivals in

the battle to build digital com-
mand centers 1n people’s homes.
Google’s Assistant, Apple’s Siri
and Amazon’s Alexa can perform
tasks and control appliances that
have nothing do with entertain-

ment.

Roku could fall even further

FOWLER
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need to upgrade your
iIPhone for a while. One
analyst, Mark Moskowitz
of Barclays. expects the
battery offer could cause
Apple to sell 16 million
fewer new 1Phones. (And
you definitely shouldn’t
buy a phone you don't
need.)

Still, inexpensive battery
replacement is4he nght
thing for Apple to do. A
good reputation 1s its best
selling point in an era
where smartphone features
are reaching panty. Battery
life 1s most people’s No.
| complaint about their
phones, and maintenance
1s a long-overdue part
to smartphone owner-
ship. When Apple makes
repairing phones as easy
buying new ones, it saves
us money and 1t’s better for
the environment.

How do you know
if you'd benefit from a
new battery? Apple has
promised a software
update soon that gives us
more visibility into battery
health. For now, though.

If your phone is really bad
off. there might be a warn-
Ing message when you dig
into the settings menu. Or.
here's a yardstick: If your
tPhone can’t last from
momning coftee to happy
hour on a single charge.
It's time.

Anyone with an 1Phone
6 or newer 1s eligible
for the $29 replacement.
regardless of what Apple’s
battery tests report. (If
you paid for AppleCare+
coverage. it might even
be free.) Remember, this
1SN t just about improv-
ing battery life: some tests
have found replacing the
battery can result in speed
improvements of over 100
percent.

To get a new battery. log
on to Apple s support site,
and then select 1Phone,
then Battery, then Battery
replacement. If you live
near an Apple store or au-
thorized repair shop such
as Best Buy, select one
and make an appointment.
(Call ahead to third-party

GOOGLE
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management. “Our focus
1S entertainment, and we
believe we can make a de-
monstrably better expen-
ence for customers.”

Not every home device
maker 1s declaring war or
even picking sides in the
war. They’ll be playing
Switzerland in the voice
fight by showing off sever-
al different systems - so its
customers don’t feel boxed
In. Sonos, for example, re-
cently launched a speaker
that prominently features
Alexa 1n 1ts advertising.
But it’s also confirmed that
it will bring Google As-
sistant to the same speaker
this year

LG said that its 2018
TVs contain artificial
intelligence capabilities
(dubbed ThinQ) that allow
customers to command
TV functions by speaking
into the remote control.
Basic TV control functions
will be completed by LG’s
own software, but when
customers ask broader
questions, it switches to

Google’s Assistant for

answers. People who own
Alexa devices will also be
able control certain LG
TV commands by calling
out to Amazon’s voice
assistant.

LG is trying to take

b

sald im Alessi, a vice
president of |
at LG. “We want to take

and Amazon.

behind before its assistant reaches
homes. Although it was anncuhced

shops to make sure they’ll
honor the $29 offer.)

Then be prepared to
wait. Most of my local
stores are booked for
days. And just because
you have an appointment
doesn’t mean you'll get
your replacement right
away. | went in to Apple’s
San Francisco flagship five
days after its announce-
ment and my store Genius
reported he was already
out of stock of iPhone 6
batteries - and there were
thousands of other custom-
ers ahead of me to get one.
T'hey Il email me when
there's a battery in stock,
at which point | have to go
back to the store.

Apple could improve
this process. As my Genius
explained 1t, you can'’t
get in the queue for a
replacement battery until
a Genius has signed off
on your order - so there’s
no way to avoid two trips.
And there’s also no way to
easily check stock sup-
plies: when I tried calling
another store, I couldn’t
get a straight answer. If
Apple can’t meet customer
demand for replacements,
It ought to at least help set
our expectations.

There are a few other op-
tions. If you live far away
from a store and have a
backup phone handy, you
could mail your iPhone
to Apple to replace the
battery, via the same Apple
support site. (There’s also
a $7 shipping fee.)

You could take the
unofficial route. A service
called 1Cracked will send a
repair person to you to re-
place a battery for between
$20 and $50. Some mom-
and-pop repair shops will
replace an 1Phone battery
for less than $30.

Or, there 1s the hands-on
approach: Buy a battery
replacement kit, like the
$25 one sold by 1Fixit.
This 1sn’t for the clumsy
or fainthearted. but there’s
a special satisfaction to
opening up a gadget and
seeing what makes it tick
... and then npping it out
and replacing it with some-
thing better.

the opposite approach” of
other TV makers focused
on just one system, Alessi
said. “"We want to cast the
widest net,” he said. When
asked if that included let-
ting Sirnt command its TVs,
Alessi said, “Nothing is off
the table.”

Samsung 1s still working
hard on Bixby, its voice
assistant, and is expected
to showcase its Al at the
show. So is Chinese tech
firm Baidu.

So where does that leave
Google’s quest to be the
one and only? If CES is
any indication, the dream
of a unified system is a
ways off. The giants have
taken an early lead, but the
breadth of their ambition
means that they’ll need to
work with other companies
- such as Roku and LG - to
make specialized voice
commands work. As the
field shakes out, consumers
will have many choices of
which assistant they want
and which fits their needs
the best.

Like many wars, it’s
going to be messy for a
while, analysts said.

“When you look at these
assistants, they operate
well in their own universe
but they don’t do interstel-
lar travel well,” said Frank
Gillette, of Forrester Re-
search. Until that
gets worked out, he said,
“that’s going to drive us
all nuts for the next five
years” '

The Roku Premiere streaming TV device
IS shown. Roku plans to add a voice-
controlled digital assistant to its expand-
|ing lineup of online video players in an
attempt to catch up with Google, Apple

AP file photo

Wednesday, the assistant won't be
released unti] this fall as part of a
software update.

By the time that its assistant
cQmes out, Roku hopes to have
an array of agreements to license
its software to the manufacturers
of smart speakers, sound bars and
other audio devices.

Roku also announced its plans to
wirelessly connect its video players
with sound systems Wednesday, ex-
panding upon the partnerships that
it already has forged with televi-
ston manufacturers during the past
five years.

TCL will be the first manufactur-

er to design a sound system tied to
Roku’s video players. More details
about that device will be released
(this) week when Roku and other

technology companies gather for

Vegas.

CES

From 2B

and feature packages.” said
Jackson Somes, an ana-
lyst at San Diego market
research firm Gap Intel-
ligence.

Development work
continues on other wearable
technologies, such as con-
nected clothing and running
shoes, Somes said.

“The trend of gather-
ing data, viewing it on a
platform and being able to
refine workouts from data

' you collect from what you

wear 1s not going away,”
he said. “So we’re going to
keep throwing the internet

~ and tracking into whatever

we can.”
® 5G: No products will
be announced at this year’s

CES with 5G technology,
which promises fiber-optic-

a major electronics show in Las

like wireless download
speeds, capacity for billions
of connected gadgets and
imperceptible transmission
delays.

But 5G, with products
expected next year, will be a
hot topic at this year’s show
because it has the potential
to be game-changing.

“The way 5G is designed
to be not only mobile broad-
band but to be able to con-
nect multiple devices and
have extreme low latency
and high reliability really
sets the stage for a broader
impact of cellular across all
these different industnies,”
said Pete Lancia, a spokes-
man for Qualcomm, which
has been working on 5G
technology for a decade.

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency
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Apps .

App Store Official Charts for
the week ending Dec. 31

Top Paid iPhone Apps:

1. Minecraft, Mojang

2. Heads Up!, Warner Bros.

3. NBA 2K18, 2K

4. The Game of Life, Mar-
malade Game Studio

5. Geometry Dash, RobTop
Games AB

6. Bloons TD 5, Ninja Kiwi

7. Plague Inc., Ndemic
Creations

8. Getting Over It, Bennett
Foddy

9. The Escapists, Team17
Software Ltd.

10. Facetune, Lightricks Ltd.

Top Free iPhone Apps:

1. YouTube - Watch, Listen,
Stream, Google Inc.

2. Amazon Alexa, AMZN
Mobile LLC

3. Snapchat, Snap, Inc.

4. Instagram, Instagram, Inc.

5. Netflix, Netflix, Inc.

6. Messenger, Facebook,
Inc.

7. Facebook, Facebook, Inc.

8. Bitmoji, Bitstrips

9. Run Sausage Run!,
Crazy Labs

10. Twisty Road!, Voodoo

Top Paid iPad Apps:

1. Minecraft, Mojang

2. Procreate, Savage Inter-
active Pty Ltd

3. Toca Life: Pets, Toca Boca
AB

4. The Game of Life, Mar-
malade Game Studio.

5. Geometry Dash ”hobTop
Games AB

6. Heads Up!, Warner Bros.

7. NBA 2K18, 2K

8. The Escapists, Team17
Software Lid.

9. Sonic Runners Adven-
ture, Gameloft

10. Goat Simulator, Coffee
Stain Studios AB

Top Free iPad Apps:

1. YouTube - Watch, Listen,
Stream, Google, Inc.

2. Netflix, Netflix, Inc.

3. ROBLOX, Roblox Corpo-
ration

4. Amazon Alexa, AMZN

MotrHe LLC

5. Facebook, Facebook, Inc.

6. Pixel Art - Color by Num-
ber, Easybrain

7. Subway Surfers, Kiloo

8. Messenger, Facebook,
inc.

9. YouTube Kids, Google,
inc. : '

10. UNICORN - Number
Coloring Book, AppsYoulove

Movies

iTunes Movies U.S. charts
for week ending Dec. 31

iTunes Movies US Charts:

1. Blade Runner 2049

2. Dunkirk (2017)

3. The Mountain Between
Us

4. Kingsman: The Golden
Circle

5. American Made

6. Baywatch

7.1t (2017)

8. The Foreigner (2017)

9. Home Again (2017) .

10. Wonder Woman (2017)

(T haatncai Edltmn)

Source: Apple Inc.
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At your wit’s end over weight
gain’ Here’s the help you need to

lose weight and feel great in 2018

it’s about more than
January, right? Nobody
writes, “l resolve to get
better at (insert resolu-
tion) in January, then
blow it off the rest of the
year.”

But, deep down, you do
want to have more energy,
to fit into smaller clothes
and to know you're on a
healthy track. The ques-
tion 1s, how do you start
and how do you stay on
track?

Everybody starts bet-
ter and continues longer
with some professional
help—and Medical Spa of
Midland has been helping
people lose weight in a
healthy and sustainable
manner for years.

Chnissy Russell, FNP-
C, a Nurse Practitioner,
says there are several
ways to achieve the kind
of sustained weight loss
you’re looking for. She’ll

tart by getting some in-
formation to help her
determine what’s the best
plan for you.

“Our InBody machine
can quickly gauge your
body mass composition

Midland
Family Care
Accepting New Patients

Mast Insurance
Accepted

3305 Andews
Highway
620-0525

yoan Odukwu MO PA,

nd productive

productive team.

4506 Briarwood
Suite B

Keep key employees healthy

ConciergeMD Midland’s Executive Health
Program is an investement in employees’
long-term health. This one-day, com comprehensive
exam, founded on preventive screenings, can
hclp your employees stay healthy
fzr the long term.

Chrissy Russell, FNP-C and staff
are ready to help you implement
an Executive Health Plan which
i8 the first step toward building a

432-689-6300 ConciergeMD

so we’ll have a better 1dea
of your weight loss tar-
get. Then we’ll get a blood
panel to look at your thyroid,
blood sugar, cholesterol and
some other useful informa-
tion.”

Sometimes a thyroid is-
sue or other hormonal issue
1s the main culprit—so the
treatment can center around
bioidentical hormones or
other options for getting
your metabolism back in
balance.

For most people, weight
loss centers around eating
healthy, getting some exer-
cise and getting a head start
with some carefully selected
medications.

But the main thing is edu-
cation. Chrissy points out
that we’re all more likely to
stay with a program when
we understand how i1t works
and how we’re going to get
the results we want. “What-
ever treatment we use, we
want you to understand how
the things you eat affect
your weight, and what kind
of exercise works best for
you," she says.

There are two tracks, de-
pending on how fast you

GET QUALIFIED
Nursing Home Medicaid
VA Pension Aid & Attendance

432-683-079%6
Sence 1999 Mchasl Metson and [ mds Melson
with Meison and Associates have worked
under the drection of The Law Offices of Alen
H. Meyers, P.C.

want to start, but both will
get you the results you want.

If you’'re most motivated -

by quick drops in the num-
bers you see on the scale, the
HCG program could be for
you. This hormone instructs
your body to burn fat, which
can jumpstart your weight
loss. Imagine seeing smaller
and smaller numbers on the
scale from the first few days!

Or if you're looking for
slow-but-steady progress,
Chrissy can get you started
with an appetite suppressant
such as phentermine. This
gives you the 1-2 pounds-
per-week loss that eases you
into a new way of life.

“So many people come
in telling us they’re at
their wits’ end,” Chrissy
says. “They’ve read books,
they’ve watched videos,
they’ve bought workout
equipment—and it’s still
not working. We’re glad to
help educate, encourage and
track progress.”

Chrissy works under the
direction of Supervising
Physician and ConciergeMD
Owner Jeff Durgin, MD,
FACS.

Because this is associated

Chrissy Russell, FNP-C
at Medical Spa of Mid-
land can help you feel
great and lose weight
this year, even if you've
struggled with other

programs. Call 432-689-
6300 to learn more.

with Medical Spa of Mid-
land’s Health & Wellness

Program, you’ll get the time
you need on each visit. You

can relax and explain your
goals, your challenges and
you can ask all your ques-
tions.

You can do this program
separately or as part of your
membership in Concierge
MD. Either way, prepare to
start smiling at the scales
in January and all through
the year!
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