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Downtown library to close to public next month 
Building will undergo monthslong renovation project before reopening 

By Simone Jasper 
sjasper@mrt.com 

In preparation for a renovation project, 
a date has been set to close the Midland 
County Public Library downtown branch. 
County commissioners recently ap- 

proved Feb. 16 as the last day the down- 
town library will be open to the public 
before the renovation. The building is 
expected to reopen months later with a 
new floor plan. 

Library director John Trischitti III said 
closing in mid-February gives his staff 
time to clear items from the building's first 
floor before construction. Plans call for 
the branch to receive an open layout and 
an entrance that faces its parking lot, ac- 
cording to a previous Reporter-Telegram 
report. 

If patrons check out materials from 
the downtown library before it closes, 
Trischitti said they can return them to the 
Centennial branch, bookmobile or a book 
drop that will likely be in the downtown 

branch’s parking lot. 
Trischitti said most downtown staff will 

move to the Centennial library during the 
construction period. Also, the bookmobile 
could offer some services downtown. 

“People that need that downtown loca- 
tion for proximity, they will still be able to 
have that on certain days,” he said. 

Library staff intends to go through all 
items in the downtown branch collection 
before the renovation. During construc- 
tion, Trischitti said some material will be 
in storage and not available to the public. 

“We know that’s inconvenient, and we 
apologize in advance,” Trischitti said. 
“We're going to push as much of our col- 
lection as possible to Centennial.” 

In one recent change, foliage was 
removed near the current entrance of the 
downtown library building. Trischitti said 
the action had a two-fold purpose: elimi- 
nating trees that had been fighting disease 
and preparing for landscaping. 

For building modifications, county 

Please see LIBRARY/2A 

The Texas Department of Transportation is rehabilitating frontage roads between Midkiff Road 
and Big Spring Street. Motorists are asked to find alternate routes if possible while the work is 
being done. Delays are likely during construction. Motorists are reminded that state law requires 
them to obey any warning signs and/or flaggers encountered in the work zone. 

A Dallas school sought 
“Breakfast with Dads,” 
according to the Dallas 
Moming News. About 150 

served on what is called a 
site-based decision-making 
team for the middle school 

Elizabeth 
Byer 

Leonard 
runs for 

re-election 
By Simone Jasper 

sjasper@mrt.com 

Judge Elizabeth Byer Leonard has filed 
as a candidate to retain her 238th Judicial 
District Court seat. Leonard, 52, said she 
would appreciate being on the bench for 
another term. 

“I've been really fortunate to have been 
able to serve as the judge 
of the 238th for the last 5 
1/2 years,” Leonard said. 
“Since then, I've been 
able to focus on both the 
criminal and civil dockets 
and have tried I think... 
over 135 jury trials, 
primarily criminal jury 
trials.” 
During her time in 

office, Leonard also started the Midland 
County Mental Health Court, which 
provides help to defendants with mental 
illness. She said the program has ex- 
panded into jail psychiatric services and 

o male students, ages 11 to 13, — was published on social the Midland Behavioral Health Leadership 

50 men to stand mn signed up. But event organiz- media in early December: Team. 
ers were concerned that some “Dade MS needs Males! While previously working as a pros- 
would attend without a male Please share and text 214- ecutor, Leonard saw people with mental 

for absent fathers at figure at their side, so they 284-1589 to confirm your illness go to prison. She considered an 
put out a call for volunteers participation and receive alternative that would punish offenders 

¢ 0] ’ who could serve as mentors. more info!” she tweeted. while allowing victims to receive justice. 
Breakfast with Dads “When a young person When the day came for “It’s a way of balancing both of those 

3 sees someone other than their the event, nearly 600 men and also protecting the needs of the 
y teacher take interest in them, showed up to help and men- community,” said Leonard, who hopes to 

—— 11 600 attended it inspires them. That’s what tor the boys, some of them continue mental health work if elected. 
we want to see happen,” the volunteering for the first “Because so often with the low-level 
Rev. Donald Parish Jr, pas- time. felony crimes, the mentally ill will go to 

By Valerie Strauss Middle School in Dallas. tor of True Lee Missionary Stephanie Drenka, a Dallas either a state jail facility or maybe prison 
The Washin Po. The school — with a Baptist Church and the event r and blogger and then theyre released back to our com- 

pub Sinderit Fon of fica " organizer, told the Morning who works with Dove at munity with no help.” 
; population otnearly News. Big Thought, a nonprofit Locally, Leonard is a member of Christ 

Something somewhat 900, about «0 percent from A call for volunteers by organization that works with Church Anglican as well as various 
extraordinary happened last low-income families — children’s advocate Kristina 
month at Billy Earl Dade planned to host its first Chiadé Dove — who has Please see BREAKFAST/2A Please see LEONARD/2A 
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Gubernatorial candidate Bill Clements and his wife Rita attend a rally Sept. 3, 1986 in Houston. 
Former Texas first lady Rita Crocker Clements died at age 86. A son-in-law, Jim Moroney, said Cle- 
ments died Saturday at her home in Dallas. 

Former Texas first lady Rita 
Clements, 86, dies in Dallas 

By Diana Heidgerd 
Associated Press 

DALLAS — Rita Crocker Clements, a 
former Texas first lady who took an active 
role in Republican politics and higher 
education, has died more than a quarter 
century after her husband Bill Clements 
left the governor's office. 
A son-in-iaw, Jim Moroney, said Cle- 

ments died Saturday at her Dallas home. 
She was 86. 
Moroney, publisher of The Dallas 

Moming News and CEO of A.H. Belo 
Corp., said Sunday that his mother-in-law 
had been ill and died of complications 
because of Alzheimer’s disease. He’s mar- 
ried to one of her four children, Barbara. 

Bill and Rita Clements wed in 1975, a 
second marriage for both. She became a 
key adviser to her husband, an oilman and 
the first Republican governor of Texas 
since Reconstruction. He served two terms 
— from 1979 to 1983 and from 1987 to 
1991 — and died in 2011. 
Services for Rita Clements were 

scheduled for 11 a.m. Thursday at Saint 
Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church 
in Dallas. 

Rita Clements earned an undergradu- 
ate degree from the University of Texas at 

LEONARD 

Austin in 1953, with a major in Spanish 
and minors in history and government. 
She later served 11 years as a University 
of Texas System regent. She also was 
known for her efforts to preserve the 
state’s heritage and renovate the Gover- 
nor’s Mansion in Austin. 

“Rita was a true stateswoman who 
served Texas both on the UT System 
Board of Regents and as a great steward of 
the Governor's Mansion during her time 
as first lady,” Gov. Greg Abbott said in a 
statement offering condolences. “Texas 
has suffered a tremendous loss, but Rita 
leaves behind an incredible legacy.” 

Rita Clements was a committed 
Republican long before the party took 
control of government in Texas, serving as 
state co-chair for former U.S. Sen. Barry 
Goldwater's 1964 presidential campaign 
and a member of the Republican National 
Committee in 1973. 
“We are saddened to learn that our 

friend, Rita Clements, has died,” said 
George W. Bush, who served as Texas 
governor before becoming the nation’s 
43rd president. “When we think of Rita, 
we think of a strong Texas woman and a 
pioneer in the Republican Party. She was 

State.” 
a wonderful first lady for the Lone Star 

From 1A ney/landman for an oil and November 2012 and ran 
gas company, and she was unopposed in the 2014 

professional and com- a prosecutor for more than election — which began 
munity organizations. She 10 years in Midland and her first full term. 
also enjoys mentoring Ector counties. Leonard said she has 
younger attorneys and was “With the oil and gas ex- always voted Republican 
as an adjunct professor perience and the criminal and filed as one of the 
at Midland College and experience, it was a good political party’s candidates 

Leonard has lived in trict Court,” Leonard said. al yn 
Midland for more than two Leonard was first elected 10, 3 member of Mid- 

h : land County Republican 
decades. She was born in to the bench in 2012, after Wi 
Houston and raised in Co- the passing of Judge John Omen. 
lumbia, Missouri. Leonard ~~ Hyde left the seat vacant. . : 
earned a bachelor’s degree Former Gov. Rick Perry This profile is the first 
from Baylor University made an appointment so about a 238th Judicial 
and a law degree from she could be swom in after District Court candidate. 
South Texas College of winning the Republican Profiles about other can- 
Law. nomination. didates in contested judge 

The judge previously She didn’t have a races will appear in future 
held a position as an attor- Democratic challenger in editions. 

From 1A to accompany the middle There were so many 
schoolers ... volunteers, that at times I 

partners across the city to “The unexpected influx saw young men huddled in 
provide creative learn- of interest led the team to the center of 4-5 mentors. 
ing programs for young move the event from the The look of awe — even 
people, chronicled the cafeteria into the gymna- disbelief — in students’ 
event in words and photos. sium so they could house eyes as they made their 
She wrote: more guests. Kristina way through the crowd of 
“Back in December, engaged the community ‘Dads’ was astonishing. 

the team ran into some again in getting volunteers “Jamil ‘The Tie Man’ 
difficulty when planning to help with setup and Tucker led the auditorium 
their annual ‘Breakfast check-in. Team members in a hands-on icebreaker 
with Dads’ event. Dade’s from Big Thought, the activity. He spoke of learn- 
community liaison Ellyn Office of Cultural Af- ing how to tie a tie as a rite 
Favors mentioned that fairs, and even Kristina’s of passage some young 
student participation was personal friends showed up men never experience. 
low due to young men alongside the male mentors Mentors handed out ties 
not having a father/father- to make the event possible to the eager students and 
figure available to attend ” helped them perfect their 
the event. Kristina decided “I will never forget wit-  half-Windsor knot. 
to post a call for volunteers  nessing the young students “The sight of a necktie 
on Facebook in the hope surrounded by supportive may forever bring a tear to 
of finding 50 male mentors community members. my eye.” 

1984 - 2017 
"Nothing can dim the light 

which shines from within." 
“Be a rainbow in some- 

one's cloud.” Maya Angelou 
Aimee Lee Cantu was born 

November 16, 1984 in San 
Angelo, Texas and had an 
unconventional upbringing. 
She embraced life and lived 
it fully with no apologies or 
regrets. Aimee loved music, 
dancing, game night, the 
boys’ sporting events, and her 
uncle’s BBQ on the back pa- 
tio. Her greatest loves were 
her nieces and nephews. As 
she ventured through life in 
Austin, the roots that ground- 
ed her brought her back 
home to Stanton and into the 
arms of the love of her life. 
As fate would have it, the 

disease she was battling gave 
her the two wishes she had 
for her life - to be married 
and to be a mother. Cancer 
took her body on December 
30, 2017 but it did not take 
her spirit. Her spirit lives 
through all of us who love 
her and whom she loved 
dearly. 
Those left to cherish the 

memories of our sweet 
Aimee are her husband, 
Adam; Aunt Susan and 
Uncle Henry Armendarez; 
her siblings/cousins, Amanda 
Monarrez (Alex) and Hank 
Armendarez (Belinda); 
Adam’s parents, Frank and 
Adela Cantu; stepfather, Ed- 
ward Tindol (Jesse Tausch); 
Adam's siblings, Mari Good 
(Andrew) and Frankie Cantu 
(Katherine); nephews and 
nieces, Nikolai Cantu, Beatty 

We love you more... 
A memorial service will 

be held on Saturday, January 
13, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Community Center in 
Stanton. 

Ebert Griffin 
Balih, Jr. 

Elbert - Griffin Babb, Jr, 
92, passed away Sunday, De- 
cember 31, 2017 in Midland. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 10:00 a.m., January 
10, 2018 at Sunset Memorial 
Funeral Home Chapel with 
Jody Wallin officiating. 

Elbert was born in Deca- 
tur, Georgia on October 12, 
1925. After moving to Odes- 
sa in 1937 and graduating 
from Odessa High School, 
Elbert joined the Navy 
in1942. After the war, he re- 
turned to Odessa and, after 
getting married to Bennie 
Dean Fields in 1946, went to 
Schreiner University to play 
football. He later graduated 
from Texas Tech University 
with a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. 
He returned to Odessa and 

worked for Allied Mechani- 
cal at Terminal and then C.A. 
Gray Heating and Air Condi- 
tioning, which later became 
the Bosworth Company, re- 
tiring in 1997. He loved 
watching Texas Tech sports, 
bird watching, and especially 
watching his family grow. 

Elbert is preceded in death 
by his wife of 59 years, Ben- 
nie Babb; his son, Michael 
Newton Babb; his daughter, 
Benna Babb; and his parents, 
Elbert Sr. and Norma. 
He is survived by his broth- 

er, James Fuller Babb of 
Houston; , Matt and 
wife, Madlyn Babb of Mid- 
land; grandsons, Neal and 
wife Lara and Thomas and 
wife Kaylean Buckingham of 
Odessa; granddaughters, Jes- 
sica and husband Anthon 
Coursey of Odessa and Me- 
lissa Keown of Lubbock; and 
by two nieces and 12 great- 
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Bunch Kipgen 
Bunch ‘Margaret Ex 

Kipgen of Mi Texas, 
passed peacefully in her 
sleep surrounded by her 
loved ones on January 6, 
2017 at the age of 86. 

Graveside service will be 
3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Jamu- 
ary 9, 2018 at Resthaven 
Memorial Park. 

Visitation will be on 
Monday, January 8, 2018 
from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 
pm. at Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Midland. 

She was born April 6, 1931 
in Sweetwater, Texas to the 
late Charles B. Bunch and 
Carrie Meador Bunch. 

Margaret was a God- 
fearing woman who loved 
life and enjoyed spending 
time with family and friends. 
She traveled all over the 
country with her late hus- 
band, Thomas Kipgen. She 
lived in Texas all her life and 
called Midland her home. 
She was a member of 
Wilshire Park Baptist Church 
in Midland, Texas. 

Margaret was a beautiful 
person, inside and out 
She was "a loving wife, 

She will be missed dearly by 
everyone. 

Survivors include one son, 

and seven grandchildren, 15 

at Nalley-Pickel & Welch for 

etc. during this time. 
ts are under 

the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
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ROUND ROCK CORPUS CHRISTI | were part of this month” 

Suspect, 21, shot by Nearly 400 cold snap. *-i 
* Round Rock police  cold-stunned turtles in WACO 

dies at hospital Texas released New divine law statue 
A man police say into Gulf placed atop Central 

fire on Central Nearly 400 sea turtles Texas courthouse 
Texas officers investigat- £04 stunned by recent 
ing reports of a suspicious foun sumed) weve A replacement statue of 

person in a Texas coast have been a Greek goddess of divine 
has died after being shot returned tothe Gulf of law has been hoisted more 
by police. Mexico near than 170 feet to the top of 

Crews on Saturday used 
cranes to case 

18-foot Themis ’- 
muhs) Goddess of Libs 
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i 6, 1931 
to the 
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en. She 
life and 
home. 

HOC] of 

Church 

Mary Dearen 687-8852 
mdearen @mrt.com 

8 ASSISTANT 

8 Bingo, 6 p.m., Tall City VFW 
Post 7208, 1306 E. Taylor Ave. 
Children weicome. 

1 Open Shop Nights are hosted 
by the Midland Gem and Mineral 
Society and open to the public, 6:30-9 
p.m., 602 S. Main St. midlandge- 

lapidary projects. 
Bridge game play, 6:45 p.m., 

Allison Bridge Center, 913 W. Wadley 

682-8585. 
8 Monday Mayhem features 

unlimited bowling for $14.09 with free 
shoe rentals after 8 p.m. Bolero, 
5320 W. Loop 250 N. bowlero.com. 

Meetings 

Low: 11, set in 1970 and 

equaled in 2017 

Precipitation 
Saturday ........... 0.00 in. 
Sunday.............. 0.00 in. 

Note: Bigar’s Siars is based 
on the degree of your sun at 
birth. The sign name is simply 
a label astrologers put on a set 
of degrees for convenience. For 
best results, readers should 
refer to the dates following 
each sign. 

A baby born today has a 
Sun in Capricorn and a Moon 
in Libra. 
F 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Monday, Jan. 8, 2018: 

clear vision and a caring 
attitude. 

City Hall basement 

State senate forum 

The Midland County Republi- 
can Women will have its monthly 
luncheon at 11:15 a.m. Wednesday at 
Midland County Club. 

The Republican Women are hav- 
ing a forum for the Texas Senate can- 
didates for District 31 — Mike Canon, 
Victor Leal and Kel Seliger. Each 
candidate will have the opportunity 

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram 

to speak followed by a question-and- 
answer session 

Go to www.mcrw.us for more 

When it's open 

Midland County Tax 
Assessor/ Collector 

2110 N."A" St. 
8a.m.to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Wednesday, Friday 
8am. 106 p-m. on Thursday 
688-4810 

Average: 12.4 mph 
Highest sustained wind 
speed: 30 mph 
Highest gust speed: 37 
mph 

Today's forecast 
High: 65 
Low: 48 
Conditions: Sunny 
during the day/cloudy at 

night 

Winds: 5-10 mph dur- 
ing the day and night 

Chance of rain: None 

Sunset ....... 6:01 p.m. 

Source: National 

Weather Service 

Department of Public Safety: 
Driver's License Office 

8am. to 5 p.m. Monday and 
Wednesday through Friday 

Today in History 

Today is Monday, Jan. 8, the eighth 
day of 2018. There are 357 days left 
in the year. 

in 1867, the U.S. House of 
Representatives joined the Senate in 

son's veto of the District of Columbia 
Suffrage Bill, giving black men in the 
nation’s capital the right to vote. 

In 1935, rock-and-roll legend 

Elvis Presley was born in Tupelo, 

In 1982, American Telephone and 
Telegraph settled the Justice Depart- 

Coffee 
with a cop 
The Midland 

Police Department 
will have Coffee 
with a Cop from 
7-9 a.m. Tuesday at 
Whataburger, 3206 
Midkiff Road. 
This will be an 

opportunity for the 
public to meet new 
Police Chief Steve 
Henry. 

PHOTO:Midland Police 
Department Officer 
Jesse Robledo speaks 
with Jon Blakes, deacon 
at True Lite Christian 
Fellowship, during Cof- 
fee With A Cop on July 
12, 2016 at Barnes and 
Noble Cafe. 

ment's antitrust lawsuit against it by 
agreeing to divest itself of the 22 Bell 
System companies. 

In 1987, for the first time, the 

Dow Jones industrial average closed 
above 2,000, ending the day at 
2,002.25. 

In 1998, Ramzi Yousef, the 
mastermind of the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing, was sentenced in 
New York to iife in prison without the 

In 2011, U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Gif- 
fords, D-Ariz., was shot and critically 
wounded when a gunman opened 

fire as the congresswoman met with 

Forecast for Monday, January 8, 2018 
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ACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS 

hit a roadblock, detach and try 

Easy works. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 

themselves. You will see your 
mood reciprocated 
the day. A matter that forces 
some creative brainstorming is 
likely to arise in the evening. 
Tonight: Avoid a control game 
if you can. 

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) 
“ok dkk You might be 

able to switch and head 
in a new direction, 

if you so 

dealing 
with a person who 

likes to wield the power. Stay 
centered, and don’t any 

does not feel right. Tonight: 
Do what makes you happy. 

lot of work that normally you 
couldn’t even fathom complet- 
ing. Use this ability to the 
max. A family member might 
be disruptive unintentionally. 
Tonight: Whatever makes you 
smile. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) 
kkk You will tell it 

like it is, or so your reputation 
would indicate. Nevertheless, 
you will deliver your message 
— no matter how negative it 
might be — with a big smile. 
Know that it probably will take 
the receiver a few moments 
to get what you are saying. 

) 
*% i You could be ina 

situation where you feel as if 
there is no turning back once 
you decide to head down a cer- 

tain path. You mean to handle 
a financial matter with care, 
but you might not succeed as 
well as you'd like. Others also 
have their own ideas. Tonight: 
Hang out with a friend. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 
*%% Your smile goes a 

long way, and makes you a 
sure-bet winner. You under- 
stand a parent or boss better 
than even he or she does. Still, 
a difference of opinion could 
result in a rift. Avoid getting 
into a game of “who is right 

J QUARIS (Jan. 20-Feb. 

wi drirk Your ability 
to negotiate will depend on 
the breadth of your vision 
and ing. You will 
experience some and 

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 5-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average; 2-so-so; 1-difficult 

self-doubt as you seek out the 
correct path for the majority 
of people involved. Listen and 
identify with those around 
you. Tonight: Go for what you 
want. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) 
wk %% You can’t seem to 

keep communication as active 
as you might like. A power 
play could be the result of a 
misunderstanding, which is 
likely to take a long time to un- 
wind and clear out. Understand 
what needs to happen to help 
you and others relax. Tonight: 
Togetherness works. 

BORN TODAY 
Theoretical physicist 

Stephen Hawking (1942), 
singer Elvis Presley (1935), 

(1947) 



Lupe Valdez is a gay 
Latina sheriff 

running for Texas 
governor, and she could 
win even if she loses 

By Molly 

Los Angeles Times 

DALLAS — Guadalupe 
“Lupe” Valdez was making the 
rounds in jeans and a purple 
blouse on a recent Sunday at 
Norma's Cafe, a popular diner 
packed with a diverse mix of 
Texans. 

‘Hey, sheriff!” exclaimed 
a Latino in a Dallas Cowboys 
jersey, and Valdez was soon at 
his side, grinning. 

“1 was afraid people wouldn’t 
recognize me without the uni- 
form,” she said. 
The week before, Valdez 
— the state’s first openly gay 
and first Latina sheriff — with 
almost four terms under her 
belt as Dallas County's top cop 
— announced she was resign- 

ing to run for governor. In a 
crowded Democratic primary, 
she’s the front-runner with the 
potential to boost party voter 
registration and turnout long 

term, especially among Latinos. 
Though Valdez is unlikely to 
beat Republican Greg Abbott, a 
popular governor in a red state 
with $50 million to spend, she 
could benefit from a backlash 
against Trump, mobilizing 

Latino voters. 
“We're giving people hope.” 

Valdez said. “A lot of people 
have written off Texas.” 

Valdez, 70, is no stranger 
to adversity. She grew up in 
San Antonio, the youngest of 
eight children in a Mexican- 
American family, migrating 
with her parents to work the 
fields. She waited tables to put 
herself through Southern Naza- 
rene University, then joined 
the Women's Army Corps. 
She was not openly gay at the 
time, but had friends who were 
gay or were spotted at gay bars 
and dishonorably discharged 
as a result. She came out later 
in life, in stages: attending 
a gay-friendly church in the 
1980s, then living more openly 
in the 1990s after she became 
a federal senior investigator, 
eventually for the Department 
of Homeland Security. 
When she ran for sheriff in 

2004, she was out of the closet, 
and even with the high-turnout 
boost of a presidential election 
she was a long shot. 
“She ran for sheriff in a 

county that did not have a 
single countywide official that 
was a Democrat and hadn't for 
20 years. She ran against an 
incumbent sheriff. She did not 
have any experience running 
for office. Few people. if any. 
gave her any chance of win- 
ning,” recalled Texas Demo- 
cratic Party Chairman Gilberto 

Valdez won by a slim mar- 
gin, 51 percent to 49 percent. 
But her win helped set the stage 
for a larger victory, attracting 
Democratic candidates who 
swept into office in 2006. Two 
years later, Valdez’s margin of 
victory widened, 55 percent to 
45 percent. Last year, she was 
reelected by the widest margin 
yet: 59 percent to 37 percent. 
As Dallas’ population grew and 
diversified, one of the keys to 
those victories was turning out 
minority voters, she said. 

Valdez, who announced last 
month that she was resigning as 
sheriff to run for governor, said 
her campaign will be focused 
on economic issues that con- 
cern blue-collar families and 
the elderly, those who worked 
their way up like she did, sub- 
sisting at times on peanut butter 
and jelly, making sure they paid 
the rent, cleaned up for church 
and prayed over their meals 
the way she and others did at 
Norma's. 
“She understands what those 

folks are going through, what 

are all about,” Hinojosa said. 
“The only reason Texas is not 
a blue state is because the huge 
Latino ion in this state 
has not turned out the way it 
should and the way it has in 

Wendy Davis, the Demo- 
crat who ran against Abbott 
in 2014, lost by more than 20 

recently in Texas, to the 65, 
(percent) to 75 percent by 

a political science professor at 
Rice Uhiversity in Houston. 
Democrats now have two 

paths to relevance in Texas, 
Jones said: Peel off moderate, 
white Republican voters or 

Latinos. Andrew White, 45,2 
Houston entrepreneur and son 
of the late Democratic Gov. 
Mark White, represents the 
first path. Valdez represents'the 
second. 
} Valdez, though openly gay, 
is “not defined by her sexual 
orientation” the way Davis 
was defined by her stand on 
abortion, Jones said: “She’s not 
Harvey Milk.” Her girlfriend, 
a Dallas chiropractor, doesn’t 
plan to make many appearances 
on the campaign trail. Where 
Davis looked like a blonde 
model, Valdez said, she looks 
like a “grandma.” 

Valdez clashed with Abbott 
on immigration policy as sher- 
iff in 2015, refusing to honor 
federal immigration holds 
for inmates unless they were 
charged with violent crimes. 
Municipalities that wanted 
to be “sanctuary” cities for 
migrants were battling federal 
and state officials at the time, 
but Valdez’s stance was more 
pragmatic than political, Jones 
said: 
She reasoned there was only 

so much space in jail. Abbott 
threatened to withhold grant 
funding, then announced Val- 
dez had backed off. 

Texas has since passed a 
law designed to crack down 
on sanctuary cities that would 

punish local officials who don’t 
honor federal immigration de- 
tainers with jail time and fines 
of more than $25,000. After 
officials in several cities chal- 
lenged the law in federal court, 
a judge prevented most of it 
from taking effect last summer, 
and it remains tied up in court. 
Texas Republican Party 

Chairman James Dickey 
believes Valdez’s record on 
sanctuary cities and other issues 
makes her unpalatable to Texas 
moderates. He noted that when 
liberal Democrat Leticia Van de 
Putte ran for lieutenant gover- 
nor in 2014 against conserva- 
tive fellow state senator Dan 
Patrick, a tea party stalwart, 
she lost by a wide margin: 39 
percent to 58 percent. 

“There was a limited appeal 
as far as identity and at the 
same time a massive discon- 
nect on values, issues and 
principles,” Dickey said. “No 
moderate of any race who looks 
at Lupe’s track record would 
consider her a moderate.” 

Dickey also doesn’t expect 
Valdez to benefit from a Trump 
backlash at the polls. 

president, I do not believe 
Texas voters equate that with 
Texas officeholders,” he said. 
“1 will be shocked if we do not 
have a statewide candidate this 
election that wins straight up a 
majority of the Hispanic vote, 
because it’s our issues that reso- 
nate with all Texans.” 

Oprah, ‘Three Billboards’ 
triumph at black-draped Globes 

By Jake Coyle 
Associated Press 

With a red carpet dyed black by 
actresses dressed in a color-coordi- 
nated statement, the Golden Globes 
were transformed into an A-list 
expression of female empowerment 
in the post-Harvey Weinstein era. 
Oprah Winfrey led the charge. 

“Por too long, women have not 
beenheard or believed if they dared 
to speak their truth 
those men,” said Winfrey, - 
ing the Cecil B. DeMille Award for 
lifetime achievement. “But their 
time is up. Their time is up!” 
More than any award handed out 

Sunday at the Beverly Hilton Hotel 
in Beverly Hills, California, Win- 
frey’s moment — one greeted by a 
rousing, ongoing standing ovation 
and that left many attendees and 
viewers in tears — encapsulated 
the “Me Too” mood at an atypi- 
cally powerful Golden Globes. The 
night served as Hollywood's fullest 
response yet to the sexual harass- 
ment scandals that have roiled 
the film industry and laid bare its 
gender inequalities. 
“A new day is on the horizon!” 

promised Winfrey, who noted she 
was the first black woman to be 
given the honor. 
With a cutting stare, presenter 

Natalie Portman followed Win- 
frey’s speech by introducing, as she 
said, “the all-male” nominees for 
best director. 
The movie that many consider 

speaks most directly to the moment 
— the revenge dark comedy “Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Mis- 
souri,” about a mother avenging the 
rape and murder of her daughter 
— emerged as the night's top film. 
It won best picture, drama, best ac- 
tress for Frances McDormand, best 
supporting actor for Sam Rockwell 
and best screenplay for writer- 
director Martin McDonagh. 
McDormand granted she was 

befuddled at the identities of the 
Hollywood Foreign Press Associa- 
tion, but gave them credit. “At least 
they managed to elect a female 
president,” she said. McDormand 
added that the evening has a special 
feeling. 

“Trust me, the women in this 
room tonight are not here for the 
food,” said McDormand. 

Host Seth Meyers opened the 
night by diving straight into mate- 
rial about the sex scandals. “Good 
evening ladies and remaining gen- 
tlemen,” he began. In punchlines 
on Weinstein — “the elephant not 
in the room” — Kevin Spacey and 
Hollywood's deeper gender biases, 
Meyers scored laughs throughout 
the ballroom, and maybe a sense of 
release. 

“For the male nominees in the 
room tonight, this is the first time 
in three months it won't be ter- 
rifying to hear your name read out 
loud,” said Meyers. 
The first award of the night, per- 

haps fittingly, went to one of Holly- 
wood’s most powerful women: Ni- 
cole Kidman, for her performance 
in HBO's “The Big Little Lies,” a 
series she and Reese Witherspoon 
also produced. Kidman chalked the 
win up to “the power of women.” 
“Big Little Lies” won a leading 

four awards, including best limited 
series and best supporting actress 
for Laura Dem. Like seven other 
female stars, Dern walked the red 
carpet with a women’s rights activ- 
ist as part of an effort to keep the 
Globes spotlight trained on sexual 
harassment. Dern was joined by 
farmworker advocate Monica 
Ramirez, Michelle Williams with 

Paul Drinkwater/NBC via AP 

This image released by NBC shows Oprah Winfrey accepting the Cecil B. DeMille 
Award at the 75th Annual Golden Globe Awards on Sunday in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Oprah Winfrey's DeMille Award 

acceptance speech 
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“Me Too” founder Tarana Burke, dren that speaking out without fear 
and Meryl Streep with domestic of retribution is our new North 
worker advocate Ai-jen Poo. Star,” said Dern, accepting her 

“May we teach all of our chil- Globe. 

New Hampshire ticket sole winner in Powerball jackpot 
% . 

Associated Press 

MERRIMACK, N.H. — It's 
been a billion-dollar lottery week- 
end after a lone Powerball ticket 
sold in New Hampshire matched 
all six numbers and will claim a 
$559.7 million jackpot, one day 
after another single ticket sold in 

{UO tlometsrs) south uf Epon, 
won nation's eighth-largest lot- 

jackpot 



Trump washes his hands of insurgency against GOP incumbents 

THURMONT, Md. — 
President Donald Trump 
says he’s done campaign- 
ing for insurgents challeng- 
ing incumbent Republican 
members of Congress. 
Trump told reporters 

after meeting GOP House 
and Senate leaders at Camp 
David on Saturday that he’s 
planning a robust schedule 
of campaigning for the 
2018 midterm elections 
and that includes involve- 
ment in the Republican 
primaries. He'll campaign 
for incumbents, he said, 
and “anybody else that has 
my kind of thinking.” 
But after a stinging loss 

in Alabama, Trump said 
he’s done supporting chal- 
lengers, declaring: “I don’t 
see that ing.” 
had Roy Moore 
after he won the GOP pri- 
mary. Moore's defeat in the 
subsequent special election 
handed Democrats another 

Trump spent much of Andrew Harnik/Associated Press 

Friday and Saturday morn- 
ing hashing out his 2018 Whike Hoyas Difecs of Laijisiaive Allis Mans Shor), isk, Vi Vice President Mike Pence's Chief of Staff Nick Ayers, second from right, Counselor to the President Kelly- 

agenda with GOP House anne Conway, third from right, and National Economic Council chairman Gary Cohn, second from right, listen and President Donald Trump and Republican congressmen 

and S lead 10p speak at a news conference after participating in a Congressional Republican Leadership Retreat on Saturday at Camp David, Md. 

White House aides and thin majority in the Senate extended family members he returned to his state something in a bipartisan ~~ meals, hikes and movie 
select Cabinet members at and will need Democrats’ and must end the diversity after the retreat. “For a few ~~ way. me oe be nights. 
the presidential retreat at support to push through visa lottery, which draws weeks now it seems like holding it for a little bit “There's a feeling here 

Camp David. He described most legislation. It’s un- immigrants from under- there’s the ability to get later.” that you don’t have in very 
the sessions as perhaps clear, however, the extent represented parts of a an agreement reached but Republicans are eager many places. There was a 

transformative in certain to which Trump is willing ~~ world . That's in addition none has been finalized to build on the victory bonding,” Trump said of 

- ] to work with Democrats to to funding for the south- yet,” he said of the effort achieved late last year with the visit. 

Along list of high-stakes achieve that goal. em border wall, adeeply to protect the young im- the overhaul of the nation’s Trump's chief of staff. 
topics were on the Trump, for instance, unpopular idea among migrants who came under tax code. But before mov- john Kelly. told reporters 

from pational security and declared Saturday thathe ~~ Democrats. Obama's program. “I think ing on to infrastructure and Gpurda ow lawmakers 

infrastructure to the budget will not sign legislation The administration on the framework is there other items, Trump and and to a House offi 

and 2018 midterm election hundreds of Friday unveiled a 10-year, and the president is fully his GOP allies first must ial oP enioved “a coupk 

. Though thousands of young people $18 billion request for the engaged.” navigate a tricky landscape of 1 li 
crats were not included in who were brought to wall that roiled the immi- Trump also appeared of leftover legislation from 0 B1a3S€S of wine together 
the discussions, the leaders U.S. illegally as chiliren gration talks and infuriated Saturday to back away last year that promises to 125, Pant" and gathered 
— some dressed casu- unless Congress agrees to Democrats who've spent from efforts to overhaul the test party unity in the com- Witly Trump to Walch +e 

ally in jeans, khakis and fund his promised border months in negotiations, welfare system, which just ing weeks. new movie “The Greatest 

sweaters — said they were wall as well as overhaul the increasing the prospect of a weeks ago had been identi- The need to work with Showman,” starring Hugh 
that more Demo- immigration system. government shutdown. fied as one of the White Democrats on a spending Jackman. (He described 

crats would be working Trump last year ended the But Trump appeared House's top two legisla- package, for instance, is 1t as “very, very entertain- 
Deferred Ac- oblivious to the anger on tive priorities, along with sure to whip up opposition ~~ '"& ) 

“We hope that 2018°11 tion for Childhood Arri Saturday. “We hope that a massive infrastructure from many conservatives Politics, too, were on the 

be a year of more biparti- which shielded we're going to be able to investment plan. to a hoped-for catchall agenda, with talks about 
more than 700,000 people work out an arrangement McConnell had argued spending bill slated for the midterm elections. 

Majority Leader Mitch from jon and gave with the Democrats,” he that welfare reform was a next month. Republicans are at risk of 

McConnell told reporters, then the right to work said. “It’s something, no-go given Democratic The Camp David presi- losing the majority they've 
“significant legally in the country, and certainly, that I'd like to see opposition. And Trump dential retreat in Mary- held in the House since 

number of Democrats” gave Congress until March appeared to have come land’s Catoctin Mountains ~~ 2011, and could also lose 

would be interested in sup- to find a fix. Louisiana Rep. Steve around. provides a woodsy respite seats in the Senate, though 

Trump's agenda. Trump said any deal Scalise, the House major- “It’s a subject that’s very from Washington. It’s a many more Democratic 

It's a reflection of reality: must S00 ininigaks from ity whip, also expressed dear to our heart,” Trump place where presidents and incumbents are up for re- 

Republicans hold a razor- being to sponsor their ~~ guarded optimism when _ said. “We'll try and do lawmakers can bond over election this year. 
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OPINION 
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This year, America should resolve to end elitism 
HB Half the country is busy looking 
down their noses at the other half. 
And then, in an instant, the half 
being looked down upon changes 
the criteria and looks down on the 
first half 

s for New Year's resolutions, I'm 
A foro the personal this year 

and thinking bigger. What's on my 
mind is what's best for America. 
And to that end, here’s the perfect as- 

piration for our country in these dramatic 
and divided times: Let’s all band together 
to stamp out elitism. This “-ism” can be 
just as distasteful as some of the more no- 
torious blights that America confronted in 
the 20th century such as fascism, racism, 
nativism and ethnocentrism. 

Elitism seems to be just about every- 
where — perhaps because it’s part of 
human nature. 

It’s in our history books. In 1787, when 
the Framers gathered in Philadelphia to 
create a Constitution that would guide the 
fledgling republic, the seats at the table 
were reserved for white men with prop- 
erty. 

You'll find elitism in the modem legis- 
lative process. When lawmakers in both 
parties discuss legalizing undocumented 
immigrants, they feel most comfort- 
able skimming the cream by offering a 

RUBEN 
NAVARRETTE 
Washington Post Writers Group 

special accommodation to high-achieving 
“Dreamers” who attend college. 
Our politics is driven by it. Donald 

Trump convinced white ing-class 
voters in the industrial Mi (Wis- 
consin, Ohio, Michigan and Pennsylva- 
nia) that he understood their economic 
fears, and that he could bring back jobs. 
Meanwhile, Hillary Clinton embodied the 
qualities that repel people away from elit- 
ists — arrogance; smugness, condescen- 
sion, detachment, disdain for those with 
different values and beliefs. 

Elitism sometimes makes a cameo ap- 
pearance in our debates over controversial 
issues. At the moment, conservatives can’t 
wait to fix something that isn’t broken — 
i.e., the country’s process for admitting 
legal immigrants — by creating a merit- 
based system that would give affirma- 
tive action to immigrants who are well- 
educated and highly skilled. So instead of 
continuing our country’s proud tradition 
of offering second chances to go-getters 

who struck out in their home country — a 
practice that builds fierce loyalty to this 
one — we'll compete with other nations 
for the upper crust, the kind of people who 
are likely to think they're doing us a favor 
by coming here. Who wants them? 

It’s even in those lighter human-interest 
stories that follow any presidency. But 
whereas the liberal media once framed the 
narrative that Bill Clinton's love for fast 
food made him more human and allowed 
him to relate to everyday Americans, now 
reporters and commentators are wagging a 
disapproving finger at Trump, whose love 
for McDonald’s takeout is a deplorable 
health crisis. 
And you can sure hear the screech of 

elitism in the feverish chatter by Beltway 
pundits about the soon-to-be-published 
blockbuster book by journalist Michael 
Wolff, “Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump 
White House.” Claiming to have spoken to 
dozens of current and former Trump aides 
and White House officials, Wolff paints a 
picture of a president who is dismissed — 
even by those who support him — as an 
“idiot” and a “dope,” with a short attention 
span, a lack of intellectual curiosity and 
no interest in reading. And that’s the nice 
part. 
By the way, funny thing about many of 

those people — in the media and in the 
White House — who are convinced that 
Trump isn’t very smart: They have never 

run for office or been elected to anything. 
And so they can’t even imagine what it 
takes to do what Trump did in order to 
win the presidency. After all, life isn’t a 

And yet, for all the recent sightings of 
elitism, the concept is still widely mis- 
understood. It’s not about money, class, 
privilege or status. It’s not about having 
access to power, or being part of a pro- 
tected or breathing rarified air. 

It’s how you handle any — or 
all — of these things. And when you don’t 
handle it well, and it goes to your head, 
it’s about thinking that you're better than 
other people. When you're not. 

It’s an affliction that cuts across 
ideological lines. Conservatives act like 
they're more patriotic than liberals, while 
liberals are convinced that they’re more 
compassionate than conservatives. 
Half the country is busy looking down 

their noses at the other half. And then, 
in an instant, the half being looked down 
upon changes the criteria and looks down 
on the first half. 
Enough already. This needs to stop. For 

the good of the nation, and the well-being 
of its people, I can’t think of a better New 
Year's resolution for America than to get 
rid of elitism. 
The stakes are high. It’s a plague that is 

killing a great country — one insult, one 
eye roll, one snark at a time. 

OPINION EXTRA 

Future of retirement 
is brighter than ever 

ver the holidays the Washington Post interrupted the good 
cheer to bring us “a preview of a U.S. without pensions.” 
Peter Whoriskey tells the story of 998 people who lost pen- 

sion benefits when McDonnell Douglas closed a plant in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, in 1994. It’s a story that features bankruptcies, lost 
homes and long-deferred retirements. It’s compelling, it’s sad, and 
it’s not a useful guide to the future of American retirement. 

It is part of a journalistic genre that laments the decline of the 
traditional defined-benefit pension and the rise of defined-contri- 
bution plans such as 401(k)s. If you want to write an article in that 
genre, there are four rules that appear to be obligatory. 

First, gloss over how rare defined-benefit pensions really were. 
Even at the mid-1970s peak of defined-benefit plans, fewer than 40 
percent of private-sector workers had them. Today, decades after 
the shift to 401(k)s began, 61 percent of private-sector workers are 
participating in a retirement plan. The percentage of all workers 
vested in any kind of retirement plan has risen from 24 in 1979 to 
43 in 2012. 

Second, ignore the advantages that 401(k)s have over the old 
defined-benefit plans — even when the risks and flaws of the latter 
are staring you in the face. Referring to the McDonnell Douglas 
workers, Whoriskey writes, “Because their pension benefits ac- 
crued most quickly near retirement age, the pensions they receive 
are only a small fraction of what they would have had they worked 
until full eligibility.” 

In defined-benefit plans, benefits typically depend both on years 
worked and final salary. If you lose your job in your 40s, that 
structure works against you. The connection the Post fails to make 
is that these workers might well have been better off if the shift 
toward 401(k)s had happened decades earlier. 

Third, rely on misleading numbers that suggest we are in a “re- 
tirement crisis.” Almost half of families have no defined-contribu- 
tion retirement accounts, the Post says. That’s true, but we're still 
making the transition away from defined-benefit accounts. Count 
all retirement plans, defined-benefit and defined-contribution, and 
nearly three-quarters of near-retirees have them. 

Fourth. never look at data on how retirees are doing overall and 
how their condition has changed over time, no matter how relevant 
this information would seem to be to your overall story. The median 
senior household of 2013 had an income one-third higher than the 
median senior household of 1989, even after adjusting for inflation. 

Breaking these rules shouldn't lead you to conclude that our 
retirement system is perfect. Some people ought to be saving more, 
and some policies need to be changed. 
Too many workers, particularly low-income workers, do not 

have access to 401(k) plans: it might make sense to let them save 
money in the Thrift Savings Program for federal employees, as 
Sen. Marco Rubio has proposed. Social Security should be re- 
formed so that it does less to suppress saving and more to protect 
the elderly from poverty. A guaranteed minimum benefit above the 
poverty level could be more than paid for by reducing the growth 
of benefits for high-earners, and lower payroll taxes on older em- 
ployees can encourage longer working lives. 
These are changes that would build on, rather than attempt to 

reverse, the last few decades of developments in the American 
retirement system. Those developments, especially the rise of the 
401(k), have largely been for the better. Thanks to them, the future 
of retirement is not going to look like the old age of those McDon- 
nell Douglas workers. 

Ramesh Ponnuru, Bloomberg 

Opinions, columns, letters and 
cartoons reflect the author’s or 
artist's views and not necessarily 
the view of the Reporter-Telegram. 
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Everything about Trump is deceptive 
8 And that’s why this year’s Trumpie 
award goes to ... the president 

f all the scandalous revelations in the Mi- 
Oa Wolff book, the most revealing may 

be the one about the apricot swirl atop the 
president’s head. 

For years, Donald Trump has labored to con- 
vince us that “I actually don’t have a bad hairline,” 
that “it’s not really a comb-over,” that “it’s my real 
hair.” His personal physician attested that Trump 
“has all his hair.” 
Who were we to believe: Trump or our own eyes? 
Now, via Wolff, comes a plausible explanation 

from Ivanka Trump of her father’s bouffant: “She 
often described the mechanics behind it to friends: 
an absolutely clean pate — a contained island after 
scalp-reduction surgery — surrounded by a furry 
circle of hair around the sides and front, from 
which all ends are drawn up to meet in the center 
and then swept back and secured by a stiffen- 
ing spray.” And the color “was from a product 
called Just for Men — the longer it was left on, 
the darker it got. Impatience resulted in Trump's 
orange-blond hair color.” 
There it is, in orange and white: Everything 

about the man is deceptive, even the style of his 
hair — and the size of his button. 
After Trump boasted about the largeness and 

functionality of his “nuclear button” last week, a 
few reporters pointed out that the only button on 
his desk in the Ova] Office is for him to order a 
Diet Coke. Maybe Trump thinks he is ordering a 
nuclear strike each time he presses that button and 
that he is then being rewarded with a Diet Coke? 
There are valid questions about the validity of 

some anecdotes in the book, “Fire and Fury,” but 
former top Trump strategist Stephen K. Bannon, 

puted their accuracy. It’s as if has a force 
field of falsehood around him: The people 

In September, when Bannon had just left the 
White House and was still in Trump's force field, 
he proclaimed to “60 Minutes” that “there’s noth- 
ing to the Russia investigation. It’s a waste of 
time.” In the book, Bannon is quoted as saying that 

chance Donald Jr. 
to his father, i tat vestgaion on “going to 
crack Don Junior like an egg. 

It’s no small i that book Trump's ori appeared he day ater Trump 

DANA 
MILBANK 

Washington Post Writers Group 

announced that he would host “THE MOST 
DISHONEST & CORRUPT MEDIA AWARDS,” 
featuring “Bad Reporting in various categories.” 
Call it the Trumpies? 

For once in his life, Trump is being modest. In 
the field of dishonesty, it is he who deserves the 

Muslims celebrated in New Jersey on 9/11. He 
only got a small loan from dad. Hillary Clinton 
started the “birther” movement. 
The tax cut will cost him a fortune. 
Glenn Kessler and his Fact Checker team at The 

Post report that Trump has made 1,950 false or 
claims in office. 

I would nominate Trump in the “Best Original 
Story” category for his recent claims that President 
Barack Obama’s plane “never got to land” in the 
Philippines: “The plane came close but it didn’t 
land.” This is pure fabrication. 
In the “Best Actor in a Misleading Role” 
category, I again nominate Trump, this time for 
boasting, some 85 times by Kessler’s count, about 
stock market records — contradicting his claim 
that the same bull market under Obama was “arti- 
ficial” and “a bubble.” 
And, in the “Best Made-up” , | nomi- 

nate Ty ’s claim Thursday that Wolff had “zero 
a Wii Hora ” Reporters saw Wolff 
at the White House many times. 
mai Oo LA 
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‘Falling apart?’ 
Trump’s insults 
not forgotten in 

Atlanta 
By Kate Brumback 
and Russ Bynum 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — When 
President Donald Trump 
swoops into Atlanta for 
a VIP seat at college 
football’s biggest game, 
he’ll enjoy the Southern 
hospitality of a city he 
disparaged a year ago as 

infested.” 
The insults tweeted by 

Trump a week before his 
inauguration may seem 
like ancient history to most 
Americans who follow the 
president’s voluminous 
stream of online invective. 
But Atlanta hasn't forgot- 
ten. 

“It was very personal 
because we live here and 
we love it,” said Stephanie 
Langer, a 40-year-old East 
Atlanta resident whose 
anger over the president’s 
putdowns was rekindled by 
news of his pending visit. 

“I guess it’s just ironic 
that he’s coming here,” she 
said. “I guess things must 

Trump plans to be 
among 72,000 attending 

game is being held at Mer- 
cedes-Benz Stadium, the 
new $1.5 billion home field 

Calvin, who figures Trump 
wants to come to the big 
game for the attention 
rather than any real interest 
in football. 

election. In a political 
sense, at least, there’s no 
clear favorite for the New 
Yorker-in-chief to root for 
at the game. 
Lloyd Hawk, a 56-year- 

old real estate developer 
and Atlanta native, lives 
near the stadium. He said 
he isn’t surprised the presi- 
dent is coming to Atlanta 
after having disparaged it 
last year. 
“Being consistent in 

thought has never been 
one of his strong points,” 
Hawk said. “Hypocrisy 
is definitely his second 
language.” 
Hawk said he had heard 

some snarky remarks from 
some neighbors about the 
president’s impending 
visit. But he doesn’t expect 
Trump to receive an ungra- 
cious welcome. 
“We are Southern,” 

Hawk said, “so we'll be 
polite.” 

It will be Trump's sec- 
ond trip to Atlanta since his 
disparaging remarks. Last 
April, he addressed the Na- 
tional Rifle Association’s 
annual convention, which 
was held in downtown At- 
lanta a short distance from 
the football stadium. Lewis 

convention during Trump's 
visit, calling for stricter 
gun control measures. 
The congressman did 

not return phone and email 
messages on the president’s 

Atlanta Mayor Keisha 
Lance Bottoms, serving 
her first week in office, 
declined through a spokes- 
woman to revisit Trump's 
year-old tweets. 
The Georgia Democratic 

Party weighed in with a 
statement that invoked At- 
lanta native Martin Luther 
King Jr., whose birthda 
BETS. wil celgirae an. 
15. 
“Dr. King called on us 

to forgive,’ so it is in that 
spirit we Donald 
Trump to extend his stay 
in Atlanta,” said Michael 
Smith, the Georgia Demo- 

to Atlanta’s role in the civil 
i movement. 

said she doubts 
will see much of 

Atlanta as he’s whisked 
from the to the 

President Donald Trump speaks April 28 in Atlanta. Trump disparaged 

AP file photo 

the city as “crime infested” and falling apart” after the city’s 
Democratic congressman, Rep. John Lewis, announced he would not attend Trump's inauguration. Atlanta residents didn't forget those 
comments, and some think he is being hypocritical by attending the college football championship at the city’s new stadium today. 

Bannon tries to make amends 

as aides defend Trump’s fitness 
By Jill Colvin 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — 
Steve Bannon is trying to 
make amends. 
Faced with a grow- 

ing backlash, President 
Donald Trump's former 
chief strategist released a 
statement Sunday reaf- 
firming his support for the 
commander in chief and 
praising Trump's eldest 
son as “both a patriot and a 

Bannon infuriated Trump 
with comments to author 
Michael Wolff describing 
a June 2016 meeting at 
Trump Tower in New York 
between Donald Trump Jr., 
Trump campaign aides and 
a Russian lawyer as “trea- 

But Bannon said Sunday 
his description was aimed 
at former Trump ign 
chairman Paul ort, 
who also attended the 
meeting, and not Trump's 
son 

“I regret that my delay 
in responding to the inac- 
curate reportirig regarding 
Don Jr has diverted atten- 
tion from the president’s 
historical accomplishments 
in the first year of his presi- 
dency,” Bannon said in the 
statement, first obtained 
by the news site Axios, 
Bannon said his support for 
Trump and his agenda was 
“unwavering.” 

understand the weight 
of his office and whose 
competence is questioned 
by aides. 
Chief policy adviser 

Stephen Miller, in a com- 
bative appearance on CNN, 
described the book as 
“nothing but a pile of trash 
through and through.” 
He also criticized Ban- 

non, who is quoted at 
length by Wolff, saying it 
was “tragic and unfortu- 
nate” that Bannon “would 
make these grotesque com- 
ments so out of touch with 
reality and obviously so 
vindictive.” 
CIA Director Mike 

Pompeo said Trump was 
“completely fit” to lead the 
country, pausing before 
answering because, he said 
on “Fox News Sunday,” 
it was such “a ludicrous 

“These are from people 
who just have not accepted 
the fact that President 
Trump is the United States 
president and I'm sorry for 
them in that,” said Pompeo, 
who gives Trump his regu- 
lar intelligence briefings. 

Nikki Haley, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, said that she is at 
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Union" quickly grew 
heated, with Miller criticiz- 

Twitter explains why it won’t block ‘world leaders’ 
By Hayley 
Tsukayama 

The Washington Post 

Sonic Twitter users have 

information people should 
, log able to see and debate: It 

would hide important 

would also not silence that 

ments about North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un and 
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ing CNN’s coverage and 
moderator Jake Tapper 
pressing Miller to answer 
his questions and accusing 
him of speaking to only 
one viewer: Trump. 
Tapper abruptly ended 

the interview, saying: “I 
think I've wasted enough 
of my viewers’ time.” 
Soon after, Trump 

tweeted: “Jake Tapper of 
Fake News CNN just got 
destroyed in his interview 
with Stephen Miller of 
the Trump Administra- 
tion. Watch the hatred and 
unfairness of this CNN 
flunky!” 
Trump took to Twitter 

on Saturday to defend his 
fitness for office, insisting 
h€ is “like, really smart” 
and, indeed, a “very stable 
genius.” He pressed the 
case again on Sunday as he 
prepared to depart Camp 
David for the White House. 

“I"ve had to put up with 
the Fake News from the 
first day I announced that | 
would be running for Presi- 
dent. Now I have to put up 
with a Fake Book, written 
by a totally discredited 
author,” he tweeted. 

Wolff's book draws 
a derogatory portrait of 
Trump as an undisciplined 
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Congress. 
White House spokes- 

woman Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders this past week 
called such suggestions 
“disgraceful and laugh- 
able.” 

“If he was unfit, he prob- 
ably wouldn’t be sitting 
there and wouldn’t have 
defeated the most qualified 
group of candidates the 
Republican Party has ever 
seen.” she said. calling him 
“an incrédibly strong and 
good leader.” 
Trump and some aides 

have attacked Wolff's 
credibility, pointing to the 
fact that the book includes 
a number of factual errors 
and denying that the author 
had as much access as he 
claimed. 
“He said he interviewed 

me for three hours in the 
White House. It didn’t 
exist, OK? It’s in his 
imagination,” Trump said 
Saturday. 
Wolff told NBC on 

Sunday that “I truly do not 
want to say the president 
is a liar,” but that he had 
indeed spoken with Trump 
for about three hours dur- 
ing and since the cam- 
paign. 
Trump has repeatedly 

invoked Ronald Reagan, 
tweeting Sunday that the 
former president “had the 
same problem and handled 
it well. So will I!” 
Reagan died in 2004, 

at age 93, from pneumo- 
nia complicated by the 
Alzheimer’s disease that 
had progressively clouded 
his mind. At times when 
he was president, Rea- 
gan seemed forgetful and 
would lose his train of 
thought while talking. 

Doctors, however, said 
Alzheimer’s was not to 
blame, noting the disease 
was diagnosed years after 
he left office. Reagan an- 
nounced his diagnosis in 
a letter to the American 
people in 1994. more than 
five years after leaving the 
White House. 

. Genesis 120-22 . 
* God spoke: “Swarm, Ocean, with fishand all sea  * 
: fe! Bis fly through the sky over Earth!" God" o 
o Created the huge whales, all the swarm of life in the , ® 
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Frank Masi/Sony Pictures via AP, File 

This file image released by Sony Pictures shows Kevin Hart, from left, Dwayne Johnson, Karen 
Gillan and Jack Black in Sava: Welcome to the Jungle.” Columbia Pictures said Sunday that the 
Johnson-led “Jumanji” is estimated to have earned an additional $36 million, binges its total to 
$244.4 million. 

‘Jumanji,’ ‘Insidious’ top ‘Star 
Wars’ in its fourth weekend 
By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — 
Move over, "Star Wars," 
there are some new box 
office champs this week- 
end. "Jumanji: Welcome to 
the Jungle" has topped the 
charts after three weekends 
in theaters, and newcomer 
"Insidious: The Last Key" 
opened in second, pushing 
“The Last Jedi" into third 
place. 
Columbia Pictures says 

Sunday that the Dwayne 
Johnson and Kevin Hart-led 
"Jumanji" is estimated to 
have earned an additional 
$36 million this weekend, 
bringing its total to $244.4 
million. 
"This is all about 'Ju- 

manji's' staying power," said 
Paul Dergarabedian, the 
senior media analyst for box 
office tracker comScore. 
"This is a movie that was 
overshadowed by all the 
excitement around The Last 
Jedi, and yet Jumanji’ just 
kept plugging away and 
drawing audiences through- 
out the holiday ... This is 
kind of unheard of for a 
movie this size." 

In second place is the 
horror film "Insidious: The 
Last Key," the fourth in the 
franchise, which earned 
$29.3 million. The Universal 
and Blumhouse Pictures 
film even outperformed the 
third chapter in the series. 
That film launched to $22.7 
million in June of 2015. 
"We could not be more 

thrilled with that debut. It's 
a fantastic result.” said Jim 
Orr, Universal's president of 
domestic distribution. "The 
release date worked in our 
favor. There hasn't been a 
similar film in a couple of 

Young audiences drove 
the “Insidious” box office 

Box office results 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sunday at U.S. 
and Canadian theaters, according to comScore. Where avail- 
able, the latest international numbers for Friday through Sun- 
day are also included. Fina! domestic figures will be released 
Monday. 

1."Jumaniji: Welcome to the Jungle,” $36 million ($70 million 
international). 

2."Insidious: The Last Key," $29.3 million ($20.1 million 
international). 

3."Star Wars: The Last Jedi," 
international). 

$23.6 milion ($64.7 million 

4."The Greatest Showman," $13.8 million ($24 million 
international). 

5."Pitch Perfect 3," $10.2 million ($18.1 million interna- 
tional). 

6.“Ferdinand,” $7.7 million ($23.3 million international). 
7."Molly's Game," $7 million ($5.1 million international). 
8."Darkest Hour," $6.4 million ($1.8 million international). 
9."Coco," $5.5 million ($19.9 million international). 
10."All the Money in the World,” $3.6 million ($5.1 million _ 

international). 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sunday at interna- 
tional theaters (excluding the U.S. and Canada), according to 
comScore 

1. *Ex-File 3 (Qian Ren 3), $78.9 million. 
2. "Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle," $70 million. 

. “Star Wars: The Last Jedi," $64.7 million. 

. "The Greatest Showman," $24 million. 

. "Ferdinand," $23.3 million. 

0co,” $19.9 million. 
"Pitch Perfect 3," $18.1 million. 
“Along With the Gods: The Two Worlds," $11.8 million. 

0. “Going Vertical," $9.7 million. 

3 
4 
5 
6. "Insidious: The Last Key," $20.1 million. 
7. 

8 
9. 
1 

with 59 percent under the 
age of 25. Whether or not 
they enjoyed the film is an- 
other question: It got a scary 
B- CinemaScore. 

"Star Wars: The Last Jedi” 
fell to third place with $23.6 
million in its fourth week- 
end in theaters. The space 
blockbuster has-grossed 
$572.5 million to date. 

took fourth place with $13.8 
million and "Pitch Perfect 
3" rounded out the top five 
with $10.2 million. 
Awards seasons films 

continue to expand through- 
out January, too, like Aaron 
Sorkin's directorial debut 
"Molly's Game," which 
added over 1,300 theaters 
this weekend and took in 
$7 million. The Jessica 
Chastain-starrer about the 

real life "poker princess” 
Molly Bloom is up for two 
Golden Globe awards Sun- 
day evening — best actress 
and best screenplay. 
The Winston Churchill 

film "Darkest Hour" starring 
Gary Oldman (who is up for 
a best actor Golden Globe) 
also added 790 theaters and 
took in $6.4 million. 
The weekend is up around 

18 percent from the same 
weekend last year, which 
Dergarabedian sees as a si 
that perhaps the 2018 box 
office will be stronger and 
more steady than 2017. 

"2017 was not consistent. 
It was volatile, it was a 
rollercoaster,” Dergarabe- 

for what we're hoping is a 
consistent and strong 2018 
box office.” 

New tech 
gadgets are 
following 

the sound of 
your voice 

By Anick Jesdanun 
Associated Press 

What's the hottest thing 
in the world of technology 
these days? Your voice. 
Some of the most popu- 

lar gadgets over the holiday 
season were smart speak- 
ers with digital assistants 
from Amazon and Google 
. Apple is coming out with 
its own speaker this year; 
Microsoft and Samsung 
have partnered on another. 
As the annual Consumer 

Electronics Show kicks off 
in Las Vegas this week, 
manufacturers are ex- 
pected to unveil even more 
voice-controlled devices 

make their digital assis- 
tants available on a wider 
array of products. If these 
prove popular, you'll soon 
be able to order around 
much more of your house, 
including kitchen appli- 

and other devices. 
CES is expected to draw 

more than 170,000 people, 
as some 4,000 exhibitors 
showcase their wares over 
the equivalent of nearly 
50 football fields, or more 
than 11 New York city 
blocks. The show formally 
opens Tuesday, with media 

AP file photo 

Lu Sun looks at his phone in an exhibit of LG OLED 4K TVs 
at the LG booth Jan. 5, 2017, during CES International, in Las 

internet Vegas. Artificial intelligence and connectivity in everyday 
products will be among the topics in discussion and on display as 
the annual CES gadget show kicks off Tuesday in Las Vegas. 

previews starting Sunday. 
While major tech com- 

panies such as Apple and 
Google typically don’t 
make big announcements 
at CES, their technologies 
will be powering products 
and services from startups 
and other small companies. 
Expect more gadgets using 
Google's Android operat- 

commands. 
You might also see hints 

of where Al is heading. 
Steve Koenig, senior direc- 
tor of market research at 
CES organizer Consumer 
Technology Association, 
says that as more people 
use these Al systems, com- 
panies have more data to 

Auto makers will also 
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no obligation. 

These revolutionary 100% 

Digital instruments use the latest 
technology to comfortably and 
almost invisibly help you hear 
more clearly. This technology 
solves the “stopped up ears” 

and “head in a barrel” sensation 
some people experience. 

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have 

your hearing tested in our office FREE OF CHARGE 
to determine candidacy and review your results with 

the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist. 

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your 

instrument, if you so desire, at a tremendous savings 

for participating in this field test. Special testing 

will be done to determine the increased benefits 

of this technology. Benefits of hearing aids vary by type 

and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy 

of hearing test, and proper fit. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to determine 

if hearing help is available for your hearing loss 

and get hearing help at a very affordable price. 

Schedule Your Appointment 
for a RISK FREE Trial of our 

NEWEST Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aids. 

A major name brand hearing aid 

provider wishes to field test 

a remarkable new digital hearing 

instrument in the area. This offer 

is free of charge and you are under 

This WEEK Only! 
INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST: 

FREE Ear Canal Inspections 
A miniature camera“tours” your 
ear canal. You may not have hearing loss, 
it may be nothing more than earwax. 

FREE Hearing Test 
A complete hearing test that reveals 
where you need hearing help. 
Recommended annually. 
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RECOGNIZING MIDLAND'S UNSUNG HEROES & VOLUNTEERS 

“TOMI SERVES ... WITH 
LOVE AND A HUGE SMILE" 
Tomi Reyes is a sweet, kind and caring woman 

who gives and gives with a smile. Midland RSVP 
is honored to nominate Tomi because of her 
dedication to the various areas she serves. Tomi 
is one of the hard workers at the annual Texas 

donations. 

Tomi is a dedicated “Pink Lady” for Midland 

Senior Link Midlands Meals-on-Wheels kitchen. 
Tomi is also part of the RSVPs SWAT (Seniors 
with Available Time), where she ahd others in the 
group prepare mailings for more than a dozen local 
nonprofits. 

In addition, Tomi finds time monthly to make calls 
for RSVP to collect volunteer hours. Tomi serves well 
atall of these areas — all with love‘and & huge smile. 
We are blessed to have Tomi as our volunteer and 
special friend. 

Saul Herrera, director of Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program 

Human Energy 

Fuels Our Community 

PHOTO BY TIM FISCHER 

“SHE KNOWS HOW TO MAKE PEOPLE FEEL 
RIGHT AT HOME AND COMFORTABLE" 
Midland Memorial Hospital is blessed to have Tomi Reyes volunteer at the Information 

She brings such a touch of happiness with her each Wednesday moming 
volunteers. iy writ #2 iho 
door. In addition to meeting and welcoming guests to MMH, she also delivers flowers 
and gifts to patients. She also escorts patients and families to their destinations within 
the hospital. This makes for a wonderful patient experience for MMH patients and 
their families. 

One of her favorite things to do is to take gifts to new mothers. Some of the awxdliary 
members make blankets, hats, booties and other small items that are given to the new 
mothers. “1 just love making new mothers happy. It is a highlight of my day,’ Tomi says. 
“I know that these items were made with care and love, so | give care and love when | 
deliver these to the new parents. It is delightful to watch their expressions when | arrive 
in the patient room with gifts, especially ones of this handmade quality” 

Another duty Tomi likes to do is deliver pillowcases to patients who have birthdays 
while they are in the hospital. “The pillowcases are also made by volunteers. When | 
take them to a patient, it just makes their day. It is an unexpected treat for the patients 
and makes them feel special’ she says. 

Tomi has volunteered more than 250 hours of time with the volunteers at the hospital. 

She works a four-hour shift on Wednesday mornings and sometimes will substitute for 
nother volunteer who cannot make their shift. 

Tomi is such a wonderful person. It shows in her smile and her warm, friendly nature. 

She immediately makes friends and knows how to make people feel right at home and 
comfortable. Our hospital-patient-experience leadership is teaching staff how to make 
the most of every patient encounter by excellent “power moves” Tomi just loves to 
make great power moves, and her moves make a difference for patients. 

Kim Modisett, director of auxiliary services for Midland Memorial Hospital 

TOMI REYES 

SENIOR LINK, MIDLAND 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

Professional and community 
involvement: Senior Link (Meals 
on Wheels and Texas Sized Garage 
Sale) and Midland Memorial Hospital 

Auxilary 

How did you decide to serve 
the community as a volunteer at 
Senior Link and Midland Memorial 
Hospital? I'm a retired school teacher 
of 32 years. | have worked since | 
was 12, and | couldn't imagine doing 
nothing with my life after retirement. A 
friend of mine invited me to volunteer 
with her at the Texas Sized Garage Sale. 
From there, other friends invited me to 
volunteer at Meals on Wheels and the 
auxiliary at Midland Memorial Hospital. 

What talents and skills do you 
share with the community through 
your roles at Senior Link and MMH? 
| thoroughly enjoy working with 
people. At the hospital, | work at the 
information desk where | assist people 
getting from place to place. | brought 
some lessons | learned in the classroom 
to help me while volunteering. | 
consider myself highly organized, 
which helps when sorting, organizing 
and pricing at the garage sale. | am 
very task-oriented, and | work hard to 
make sure each job is finished. | also 
think of myself as a problem-solver, 
and | look forward to good challenges 
and the opportunity to figure things 
out. 

What unexpected lesson have you 
learned while serving as a volunteer 
and through your nonprofit work? 
| have made many wonderful friends 
through volunteering. | am amazed 
by the dedication of the people | 
volunteer with. Most of them are in 
their 70s, 80s and some in their 90s. 

These people give of themselves on 
a daily basis. They are hard-working 
and don't hesitate to jump in and 
make a contribution to society. From 
these veteran volunteers, | have 

learned the meaning of dedication and 
commitment for a good cause. 

Why is volunteerism a priority for 
you? | strive to make a difference in 
other people's lives. | like the feeling of 
being productive and doing something 
with my life. At the end of my day, | 
have a gratifying feeling knowing that 
I've made a difference in someone's 
life. | had a long career in teaching, 
where | tried to be a positive influence 
in my students’ lives. When my season 
of teaching came to a close, | still felt 
the call to help and serve others. | 
have not found anything else that has 
brought me closer to God than service 
to my neighbors. 

How long has Midland been your 
home, and why have you stayed? 
Midland has been a home for our 
family for a long time. Midland was 
our home in the early ‘80s, but certain 
Ppportunities moved our family to 

J}. New Mexico for almost 20 years. Even 
* while living in New Mexico, Midland 

was a home we always visited; it was a 

home away from home. Midland is a 

great place to raise a family. We have 

fostered deep connections to friends, 
and our family grew from it. 

What else would you like our 
readers to know about you? | was 
born in Mexico and moved to the 
United States when | was 6 years old. 
| am one of 21 siblings. | know and 
understand the value of hard work, 

and | strive to live a good life and do 
God's will. When God opens doors, | 
try to be obedient and walk through 
them. Volunteering, | feel, is where 

God wants me to be. It has been, and 
continues to be, a blessing to serve the 
community. 
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SHOWTIME IN VEGAS 

ND 
AP file photo 

Bao Truong looks at a display of Samsung SUHD Quantum dot display TVs at the Samsung booth during CES International on Jan. 8, 2016, in 

Las Vegas. 

8K TVs among trends at CES 
By Mike Freeman 

San Diego Union-Tribune 

Every year, one or two breakout 
technologies capture the imagination of 
consumers. Eighteen months ago, it was 
Pokemon Go. the first augmented reality 
mobile app to really catch fire. A few 
years before that, it was 3-D printers. 

Last year, it clearly was digital assis- 
tants — Amazon Echo, Google Home 
and others — that tapped cloud-connected 
artificial intelligence to respond to voice 
commands. 

These smart speakers have set the stage 
for voice control to become a table-stakes 
feature in a host of gadgets. And that will 
probably be a key theme at this year’s 
CES — the consumer electronics extrava- 
ganza (this) week in Las Vegas. 

“Last year, Amazon seemed to domi- 
nate in terms of intelligent assistants or 
intelligent speakers,” said Gary Shapiro. 
head of the Consumer Technology As- 
sociation trade group, which puts on the 
show. “It has been one of the breakaway 
products for the year. There is a fourth 
(sales) channel now. You talk to your 
speaker. and it buys stuff for you.” 
CES is a bit of a hodgepodge, but 

on a huge scale. There's a little bit of 
everything — smart beds. virtual reality 
headsets: 360-degree cameras, TV screens 
so sharp it’s hard to look away, power- 
ful gaming computers and a self-driving 
shuttle bus that taps computing power 
from IBM's Watson. 
CES attracts about 4,000 exhibitors. 

More than 184,000 product buyers, indus- 
try analysts and journalists attended last 
year. Attendees came from 150 countries. 
The show is not open to the general 
public. 
New at CES this year is a section 

dedicated to Smart Cities technologies. 

Roku to chime in with voice-controlied 
assistant. : 

Page 4B 

with more than 40 exhibitors featured. In 
addition, a new Sports Zone highlights 
technologies for athletes, arenas and e- 
sports, with 18 exhibitors. 

Here is a look at some trends expected 
this year: 
m 8K TVs: Not long ago, ultra-high 

definition 4K TVs were considered the 
biggest thing on a small screen. But this 
year, 4K could make way for an even 
sharper resolution — 8K screens. 

“I think we will probably see at CES 
the first concrete product announcements 
around 8K.” said Paul Gagnon, a display 
technology analyst with IHS Markit. 
“They will be pricey. There won't be 
many of them. But I expect to see them.” 
TV makers are pushing 8K to combat 

falling prices for 4K. 
“I am impressed by the fact that a 55- 

inch (4K) OLED TV is on sale right now 
for around $1,500. and that was a $4,000 
product not too many years ago,” Gagnon 
said. 

While there isn’t 8K content available 
right now, there are 8K cameras on the 
market. and some movie studios have 
begun shooting content using the technol- 
ogy. Moreover. the next generation of 
broadcast television standards supports 
8K. 
The higher resolution means consum- 

ers can sit closer to very large screens 
— 65 inches and larger — without seeing 
pixels, creating a cinematic experience at 
home, Gagnon said. 
“The trend has been significantly shift- 

ing toward larger screen sizes for the past 
few years,” he said. “So 65 inches is about 

the smallest screen size we’ll see in 8K 

8 Artificial intelligence: Amazon's 
Alexa platform signals that many more 
devices will tap artificial intelligence. 

“In the end, it is hard to image that not 

Contreras, director of communications at 
Qualcomm. 
How many such devices will be ready 

at this year’s CES is not clear, as is 
whether consumers will embrace the idea 
that their refrigerator, TV or other gadgets 
are listening to them, or think the technol- 
ogy is creepy. 

Vizio, for example, paid a fine to 
regulators last year for installing software 
on 11 million intemnet-connected TVs that 

pany subsequently sold to marketers. 
“The idea of a TV always listening to 

you waiting for voice commands scares 
some people,” Gagnon said. “When you 
buy an Amazon Echo or Google Home, 
you buy it very intentionally. You know 
that this device is listening to you. But 
when you buy a smart TV, you may not 
want that.” 
8 Wearables: The market for smart 

watches and activity trackers has become 
very competitive over the past couple 
years, and that’s not expected to change. 
The top remaining players — Apple, 
Fitbit, Garmin, Samsung and fashion 
watchmaker Fossil — are adding capabili- 
ties to lure buyers. 
“A lot of what is coming out, particular- 

ly from Fitbit and Apple, is releasing the 
most robust health and fitness software 

Please see CES/4B 

In rare showing, Google arrives at CES to 
battle Amazon’s Alexa and Apple’s Siri 
By Hayley Tsukayama 

Washington Post 

LAS VEGAS — More than 3,900 
companies are on hand to show off their 
latest technologies at CES this week, but 
there's one giant name that stands out 
from the pack: Google. 
This is the first time in several years 

that the Mountain View, California, titan 
has had a big, stand-alone booth at the 
show and its presence not only reflects 
the changing dynamic of the show, but 
also serves as a declaration of war on the 
battlefield of digital assistants. 
CES is changing from a show where 

you show up with the flashiest gadget. 
Now there's a greater focus on creat- 
ing partnerships between small and 
large companies to make each product 
work within a constellation of others to 
help people get through the day more 
efficiently, said Gary Shapiro, chief 
executive of the Consumer Technology 
Association, which hosts CES. Tech 
giants want their assistants to be the 
glue of that life-operating system — 
voice that helps you turn on your "Wong 
power your car’s dashboard and control 
everything from your shower head to 
your bed. 
Having an official booth at CES, 

especially when its chief rival Amazon 
doesn’t, lets Google show off to poten- 
tial buyers and signal that it’s geady to 
work with the world’s top brands and 
eal Sti Ape. analysts said. 

“Google's presence at CES is equally 

designed to reach not only consumers 
but also developer ecosystems, as well,” 
said Werner Goertz, analyst at Forrester 
Research. 
The competition to be the first as- 

sistant to get into people’s homes is 
fierce. It’s a market that’s expected to 
grow considerably within the next few 
years, with the analysis firm Gartner 
predicting that a quarter of all household 
requests will be made through voice 
assistants by 2019. Currently, Amazon’s 
Echo devices have 67 percent of the 
smart speaker market, to Google's 25 
percent, according to Strategy Analytics. 
And both Google and Amazon offered 
drastic holiday price cuts to get ahead of 
Apple’s HomePod. That speaker, expect 
ed later this year, will give Apple’s Siri 
voice assistant its own perch in the home 
— though the company’s HomeKit soft- 
ware already lets Siri control lightbulbs, 
smart locks and other products, includ- 
ing some exhibiting at the show. 
Google's goal is to be the only as- 

sistant a person uses every day. “You 
should have the same assistant helping 
you across all the contexts of your life,” 
said Scott Huffman, vice president for 
Google Assistant. Google Assistant is 
currently in 400 million devices world- 
wide, up from 100 million in July 2017. 
Moi. has some key advantages over 
Amazon when it comes to Al analysts 
said. Its deep knowledge of search gives 
it important background knowledge of 
what people want to know and, criti- 
.cally; how they make requests. Google's 

services give it a built-in audience. Most 
importantly, because Google Assistant is 
built into the mobile Android operating 
system, it isn’t as housebound as Alexa. 
“There are certain spaces open to 

challengers such as Google and maybe 
even the other guys,” Goertz said. 

But it will be hard-fought battle. CES 
will provide a huge showcase for this 
battle as it plays out. Last year, Amazon 
didn’t have an official presence at the 
show, but its Alexa assistant showed up 
in everything from speakers to ceiling 
fans. That’s expected to be the case 
this year too. Analysts expect Google 
Assistant to have a similar showing, in 
products ranging from kitchen 
es to autos, which will extend Google's 
reach far beyond its own booth. 
And and Amazon assistants 

will have players at CES snapping 
at their heels, such as Roku. The video 
streaming service has announced that it 

which is custom-built to work with its 
service. Say, for example, , “Hey Roku, 
find Meryl movies” into a remote 

put in the time and money to 
take on the titans here? “There are 

are 
But we' rt time these sorts of 

Ely, Roku's vic president of product 

Please see GOOGLBMB 

GEOFFREY 
A. FOWLER 

Washington Post 

New battery 
will make 

iPhone seem 
new again 
arely is tech advice this cut-and- 
dry: If you bought an iPhone in 

16 or earlier, make an appoint- 
ment at a Genius Bar as soon as possible. 
Apple just started a program that can 
make old iPhones feel new again — for 
just $29. 
An Apple store or repair shop will pop 

the hood of your iPhone 6, 6s, SE or 7 and 
swap out the battery. Like a jalopy after 
a Jiffy Lube, a 3-year-old iPhone with 
a fresh battery will not only run longer, 
chances are it will also run faster. 

Just hurry up and do it. When 1 showed 
up with an appointment at my closest 
Apple store on Jan. 3, there were so many 
others also trying to replace their batteries 
that I had to join a weekslong waiting list. 
Your local shop might have more supply, 
but battling hordes for repair (rather than a 
sexy new phone) is an unusual experience 
at an Apple store. 

What's the big deal? Apple shaved $50 
off its standard battery fee in an extraor- 
dinary — but limited-time — effort to get 
back in our good graces. It got caught in 
December slowing iPhones with worn-out 
batteries — a move, it S93, thou keispe the 
phones from unexpectedly shutting down. 
If you always suspected your old iPhone 
was getting slower, you were right. 

But now there’s a fix. While most of us 
were in a holidaze last week, Apple pub- 
lished a mea culpa and promised to make 
replacing the battery on an iPhone less ex- 
pensive through the end of 2018. It made 
the move, it said, “to address our custom- 
ers’ concerns, to recognize their loyalty 
and to regain the trust of anyone who may 
have doubted ’s intentions.” On Dec. 
30, Apple said it would begin honoring a 
$29 price immediately. 
This is going to cost Apple a lot more 

than just overtime at the Genius Bar. 
Once your phone gets a fresh battery and 
the processor kicks back to 100 percent, 
there’s a chance you might not feel the 

Please see FOWLER/4B 

Apple says all 
Macs, iPhones, 
iPads exposed 
to chip flaw 

By Mark Gurma 
Bloomberg 

down devices, Apple said, its steps to ad- 
dress the Meltdown issue haven't dented 
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Green Daisies 
Curbside Pickup Recycling 

Call Daises today for a Greener tomorrow. 
432-349-5326 
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Roku to chime in with voice-controlled assistant 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Roku 
plans to add a voice-controlled 
digital assistant to its streaming TV 
players in an attempt to catch up 
with Google. Apple and Amazon. 
Roku’s voice capabilities are cur- 

rently limited to performing search 
requests and launching apps. The 
assistant will be able to field broad- 
er requests about video, music and 
other tasks tied to entertainment. 

Still, that’s a much narrower 
scope than the assistants already 
available from its bigger rivals in 
the battle to build digital com- 
mand centers in people’s homes. 
Google’s Assistant, Apple's Siri 
and Amazon’s Alexa can perform 
tasks and control appliances that 
have nothing do with entertain- 
ment. 

Roku could fall even further 

FOWLER 
From 2B 

need to upgrade your 
iPhone for a while. One 
analyst, Mark Moskowitz 
of Barclays. expects the 
battery offer could cause 
Apple to sell 16 million 
fewer new iPhones. (And 
you definitely shouldn't 
buy a phone you don’t 
need.) 

Still. inexpensive battery 
replacement isthe right 
thing for Apple to do. A 
good reputation is its best 
selling point in an era 
where smartphone features 
are reaching parity. Battery 
life is most people's No. 
| complaint about their 
phones, and maintenance 
is a long-overdue part 
to smartphone owner- 
ship. When Apple makes 
repairing phones as easy 
buying new ones, it saves 
us money and it’s better for 
the environment. 
How do you know 

if you'd benefit from a 
new battery? Apple has 
promised a software 
update soon that gives us 
more visibility into battery 
health. For now, though. 
if your phone is really bad 
off. there might be a warn- 
ing message when you dig 
into the settings menu. Or. 
here's a yardstick: If your 
iPhone can’t last from 
morning coffee to happy 
hour on a single charge. 
it’s time. 
Anyone with an iPhone 

6 or newer is eligible 
for the $29 replacement, 
regardless of what Apple's 
battery tests report. (If 
you paid for AppleCare+ 
coverage. it might even 
be free.) Remember. this 
15n°t just about improv- 
ing battery life; some tests 
have found replacing the 
battery can result in speed 
improvements of over 100 
percent. 
To get a new battery. log 

on to Apple's support site, 
and then select iPhone, 
then Battery, then Battery 
replacement. If you live 
near an Apple store or au- 
thorized repair shop such 
as Best Buy, select one 
and make an appointment. 
(Call ahead to third-party 

GoogLe 
From 2B 

management. “Our focus 
is entertainment, and we 
believe we can make a de- 
monstrably better experi- 
ence for customers.” 
Not every home device 

maker is declaring war or 
even picking sides in the 
war. They'll be playing 
Switzerland in the voice 
fight by showing off sever- 
al different systems - so its 
customers don’t feel boxed 
in. Sonos, for example, re- 
cently launched a speaker 
that prominently features 
Alexa in its advertising. 
But it’s also confirmed that 
it will bring Google As- 
sistant to the same speaker 
this year 
LG said that its 2018 

TVs contain artificial 
intelligence capabilities 
(dubbed ThinQ) that allow 
customers to command 
TV functions by speaking 
into the remote control. 
Basic TV control functions 
will be completed by LG’s 
own software, but when 
customers ask broader 
questions, it switches to 
Google's Assistant for 
answers. People who own 
Alexa devices will also be 
able control certain LG 
TV commands by calling 
out to Amazon's voice 
assistant. 
LG is trying to take 

an “ ic approach,” 
said Tim Alessi, a vice 
president of 
at ALG. “We want to take 

and Amazon. 

behind before its assistant reaches 
homes. Although it was annouhced 

shops to make sure they’ll 
honor the $29 offer.) 
Then be prepared to 

wait. Most of my local 
stores are booked for 
days. And just because 
you have an appointment 
doesn’t mean you'll get 
your replacement right 
away. | went in to Apple’s 
San Francisco flagship five 
days after its announce- 
ment and my store Genius 
reported he was already 
out of stock of iPhone 6 
batteries - and there were 
thousands of other custom- | 
ers ahead of me to get one. 
They'll email me when 
there's a battery in stock, 
at which point I have to go 
back to the store. 
Apple could improve 

this process. As my Genius 
explained it, you can’t 
get in the queue for a 
replacement battery until 
a Genius has signed off 
on your order - so there’s 
no way to avoid two trips. 
And there's also no way to 
easily check stock sup- 
plies: when I tried calling 
another store, I couldn’t 
get a straight answer. If 
Apple can’t meet customer 
demand for replacements, 
it ought to at least help set 
our expectations. 
There are a few other op- 

tions. If you live far away 
from a store and have a 
backup phone handy, you 
could mail your iPhone 
to Apple to replace the 
battery, via the same Apple 
support site. (There's also 
a $7 shipping fee.) 
You could take the 

unofficial route. A service 
called iCracked will send a 
repair person to you to re- 
place a battery for between 
$20 and $50. Some mom- 
and-pop repair shops will 
replace an iPhone battery 
for less than $30. 

Or, there is the hands-on 
approach: Buy a battery 
replacement kit, like the 
$25 one sold by iFixit. 
This isn’t for the clumsy 
or fainthearted. but there's 
a special satisfaction to 
opening up a gadget and 
seeing what makes it tick 
.. and then ripping it out 
and replacing it with some- 
thing better. 

the opposite approach” of 
other TV makers focused 
on just one system, Alessi 
said. “We want to cast the 
widest net,” he said. When 
asked if that included let- 
ting Siri command its TVs, 
Alessi said, “Nothing is off 
the table.” 
Samsung is still working 

hard on Bixby. its voice 
assistant, and is expected 
to showcase its Al at the 
show. So is Chinese tech 
firm Baidu. 
So where does that leave 

Google's quest to be the 
one and only? If CES is 
any indication, the dream 
of a unified system is a 
ways off. The giants have 
taken an early lead, but the 
breadth of their ambition 
means that they'll need to 
work with other companies 
- such as Roku and LG - to 
make specialized voice 
commands work. As the 
field shakes out, consumers 
will have many choices of 
which assistant they want 
and which fits their needs 
the best. 
Like many wars, it’s 

going to be messy for a 
while, analysts said. 
“When you look at these 

assistants, they operate 
well in their own universe 
but they don’t do interstel- 
lar travel well,” said Frank 
Gillette, of Forrester Re- 
search. Until that problem 
gets worked out, he said, 
“that’s going to drive us 
all nuts for the next five 
years.” ‘ 

The Roku Premiere streaming TV device 
is shown. Roku plans to add a voice- 
controlled digital assistant to its expand- 
|ing lineup of online video players in an 
attempt to catch up with Google, Apple 

AP file photo 

Wednesday, the assistant won't be 
released until this fall as part of a 
software update. 
By the time that its assistant 

comes out, Roku hopes to have 
an array of agreements to license 
its software to the manufacturers 
of smart speakers, sound bars and 
other audio devices. 
Roku also announced its plans to 

wirelessly connect its video players 
with sound systems Wednesday, ex- 
panding upon the partnerships that 
it already has forged with televi- 
sion manufacturers during the past 
five years. 
TCL will be the first manufactur- 

er to design a sound system tied to 
Roku’s video players. More details 
about that device will be released 
(this) week when Roku and other 
technology companies gather for 

CES 
From 2B 

and feature packages,” said 
Jackson Somes, an ana- 
lyst at San Diego market 
research firm Gap Intel- 
ligence. 
Development work 

continues on other wearable 
technologies, such as con- 
nected clothing and running 
shoes, Somes said. 
“The trend of gather- 

ing data, viewing it on a 
platform and being able to 
refine workouts from data 
you collect from what you 
wear is not going away,” 
he said. “So we're going to 
keep throwing the internet 

and tracking into whatever 
we can.” 

#8 5G: No products wijl 
be announced at this year’s 
CES with 5G technology, 
which promises fiber-optic- 

a major electronics show in Las 
Vegas. 

like wireless download 
speeds, capacity for billions 
of connected gadgets and 
imperceptible transmission 
delays. 

But 5G, with products 
expected next year, will be a 
hot topic at this year’s show 
because it has the potential 
to be game-changing. 
“The way 5G is designed 

to be not only mobile broad- 
band but to be able to con- 
nect multiple devices and 
have extreme low latency 
and high reliability really 
sets the stage for a broader 
impact of cellular across all 
these different industries,” 
said Pete Lancia, a spokes- 
man for Qualcomm, which 
has been working on 5G 
technology for a decade 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

Apps . 
App Store Official Charts for 

the week ending Dec. 31 

Top Paid iPhone Apps: 
1. Minecraft, Mojang 
2. Heads Up!, Warner Bros. 
3. NBA 2K18, 2K 
4. The Game of Life, Mar- 

malade Game Studio 
5. Geometry Dash, RobTop 

Games AB 
6. Bloons TD 5, Ninja Kiwi 
7. Plague Inc., Ndemic 

Creations 
8. Getting Over It, Bennett 

Foddy 
9. The Escapists, Team17 

Software Ltd. 
10. Facetune, Lightricks Ltd. 

Top Free iPhone Apps: 
1. YouTube - Watch, Listen, 

Stream, Google Inc. 
2. Amazon Alexa, AMZN 

Mobile LLC 
3. Snapchat, Snap, Inc. 
4. Instagram, Instagram, Inc. 
5. Netflix, Netflix, Inc. 
6. Messenger, Facebook, 

inc 

7. Facebook, Facebook, Inc. 
8. Bitmoji, Bitstrips 
9. Run Sausage Run!, 

Crazy Labs 
10. Twisty Road!, Voodoo 

Top Paid iPad Apps: 
1. Minecraft, Mojang 
2. Procreate, Savage Inter- 

active Pty Ltd 
3. Toca Life: Pets, Toca Boca 

AB 
4. The Game of Life, Mar- 

malade Game Studio. 
5. Geometry Dash, obTop 

Games AB 
6. Heads Up!, Warner Bros. 
7. NBA 2K18, 2K 
8. The Escapists, Team17 

Software Lid. 
9. Sonic Runners Adven- 

ture, Gameloft 
10. Goat Simulator, Coffee 

Stain Studios AB 

Top Free iPad Apps: 
1. YouTube - Watch, Listen, 

Stream, Google, Inc. 
2. Netflix, Netflix, Inc. 
3. ROBLOX, Roblox Corpo- 

ration 
4. Amazon Alexa, AMZN 

5. Facebook, Facebook, Inc. 
6. Pixel Art - Color by Num- 

ber, Easybrain 
7. Subway Surfers, Kiloo 
8. Messenger, Facebook, 

inc 
9. YouTube Kids, Google, 

Inc 
10. UNICORN - Number 

Coloring Book, Apps YoulLove 

iTunes Movies U.S. charts 
for week ending Dec. 31 

iTunes Movies US Charts: 
1. Blade Runner 2049 
2. Dunkirk (2017) 
3. The Mountain Between 

Us 
4. Kingsman: The Golden 

Circle 
5. American Made 
6. tch 
7.11 (2017) 
8. The Foreigner (2017) 
9. Home Again (2017) 
10. Wonder Woman (2017) 

Skyline 
10. Jeepers Creepers 3 

(Theatrical Edition) 

Source: Apple Inc. 
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At your wit’s end over weight 
gain? Here’s the help you need to 
lose weight and feel great in 2018 
It’s about more than 

January, right? Nobody 
writes, “I resolve to get 
better at (insert resolu- 
tion) in January, then 
blow it off the rest of the 
year.” 
But, deep down, you do 

want to have more energy, 
to fit into smaller clothes 
and to know you're on a 
healthy track. The ques- 
tion is, how do you start 
and how do you stay on 
track? 
Everybody starts bet- 

ter and continues longer 
with some professional 
help—and Medical Spa of 
Midland has been helping 
people lose weight in a 
healthy and sustainable 
manner for years. 
Chrissy Russell, FNP- 

C, a Nurse Practitioner, 
says there are several 
ways to achieve the kind 
of sustained weight loss 
you're looking for. She'll 
start by getting some in- 
formation to help her 
determine what's the best 
plan for you. 
“Our InBody machine 

can quickly gauge your 
body mass composition 

Midland 
Family Care 
Accepting New Patients 

Mast Insurance 

Accepted 

3305 Andews 

Highway 

620-0525 
yon Odukwu M.0.. PA 

productive team. 

Keep key employees healthy 
ConciergeMD Midland’s Executive Health 
Program is an investement in employees’ 
long-term health. This one-day, com comprehensive 
exam, founded on preventive screenings, can 
help your employees stay healthy 
and productive for the long term. 

Chrissy Russell, FNP-C and staff 
are ready to help you implement 
an Executive Health Plan which 
is the first step toward building a 

so we’ll have a better idea 
of your weight loss tar- 
get. Then we'll get a blood 
panel to look at your thyroid, 
blood sugar, cholesterol and 
some other useful informa- 
tion.” 
Sometimes a thyroid is- 

sue or other hormonal issue 
is the main culprit—so the 
treatment can center around 
bioidentical hormones or 
other options for getting 
your metabolism back in 
balance. 
For most people, weight 

loss centers around eating 
healthy, getting some exer- 
cise and getting a head start 
with some carefully selected 
medications. 
But the main thing is edu- 

cation. Chrissy points out 
that we’re all more likely to 
stay with a program when 
we understand how it works 
and how we're going to get 
the results we want. “What- 
ever treatment we use, we 
want you to understand how 
the things you eat affect 
your weight, and what kind 
of exercise works best for 
you,” she says. 
There are two tracks, de- 

pending on how fast you 

GET QUALIFIED 

want to start, but both will 
get you the results you want. 

If you're most motivated 
by quick drops in the num- 
bers you see on the scale, the 
HCG program could be for 
you. This hormone instructs 
your body to burn fat, which 
can jumpstart your weight 
loss. Imagine seeing smaller 
and smaller numbers on the 
scale from the first few days! 
Or if you're looking for 

slow-but-steady progress, 
Chrissy can get you started 
with an appetite suppressant 
such as phentermine. This 
gives you the 1-2 pounds- 
per-week loss that eases you 
into a new way of life. 
“So many people come 

in telling us they’re at 
their wits’ end,” Chrissy 
says. “They ve read books, 
they’ve watched videos, 
they’ve bought workout 
equipment—and it’s still 
not working. We're glad to 
help educate, encourage and 
track progress.” 
Chrissy works under the 

direction of Supervising 
Physician and ConciergeMD 
Owner Jeff Durgin, MD, 
FACS. 
Because this is associated 

Solutions to o fit t 
your needs 

*Full/Light Housekeeping *Personal Shopping 

* Sitting Services at Home/Hospital * Errands 

*Meal Prep for 1+ *Full Care for Bédridden 

Chrissy Russell, FNP-C 
at Medical Spa of Mid- 
land can help you feel 
great and lose 
this year, even if you've 

with other 
. Call 432-689- 

6300 to learn more. 

with Medical Spa of Mid- 
land’s Health & Wellness 
Program, you'll get the time 
you need on each visit. You 
can relax and explain your 
goals, your challenges and 
you can ask all your ques- 
tions. 
You can do this program 

separately or as part of your 
membership in Concierge 
MD. Either way, prepare to 
start smiling at the scales 
in January and all through 
the year! 

phone 
is 432-689-6300. Their web 

is www, conciergem- 
Com. 
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Brees, defensive stand, help Saints survive Panthers 
[3 

off left 22 seconds on the clock. 
After an incompletion in the 

end zone on third down, Vonn 
Bell sacked Newton on a safety 
blitz, ensuring the Saints (12-5) 

By Brett Martel 
Associated Press 

reception. 
Thomas caught eight passes 

for 131 yards on a day when the 
Saints needed the passing game NEW ORLEANS — Drew " : ! to compensate for a ground game 

Drees passed for 378 Yass ana swept all three meetings with that struggled to get going. 
Th os cor wes, d off re Carolina (11-6) this season, in Helped by the presence of tight 

addition to winning their first 
playoff game in four seasons. 
“We wanted it more,” Jordan 

end Greg Olsen — who did not 
play in the teams’ previous two 
meetings — Newton marched 

lina’s late comeback bid to seal a 
31-26 victory in their NFC wild- 

card game on Sunday. said. “I mean they've been to Carolina into Saints territory 
The Panthers had a first down their Super Bowl let ‘em go to more often than not. But the 

on the Saints 26-yard line with another one next year. We want Panthers stalled four times from 
58 seconds left, but heavy pres- our run.” inside the New Orleans 25, set- 
sure by All-Pro defensive end Brees’ touchdowns went tling for four field goal attempts 
Samos B Joie a couple plays for 80-yards to Ted Ginn and on those drives, one of which 
ater an intentio 9 yards to tight end Josh Hill. kicker Graham Gano surprisingly 
grounding penalty on Carolina Fullback Zach line and running missed. Butch DIVAP Photo 
quarterback Cam Newton, mak- back Alvin Kamara each ran for Olsen had eight catches for New Orleans Saints running back Zach Line (42) celgbrates his touchdown 

. charts ing it third-and-25 on the Saints short touchdowns, the latter set with tight end Josh Hill (89) and offensive tackle Ryan Ramczyk (71) in the first 
3 34 and a required 10-second run- up by Michael Thomas 46-yard Please see SAINTS/3C half against the Carolina Panthers on Sunday in New Orleans. 
Charts: 

)49 

tween - - 

in Jaguars beat 
ills 10-3 in 

017) 
° 17) . etn ugly, sometimes 

Charts - 

- unwatchable 
) 

yy game 
* 99 By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

vs 3 JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Blake 
Bortles put together one decent drive 
all day, doing as much with his legs 

Apple Inc. as his arm, and the defensive-minded 
Jacksonville Jaguars eked out an ugly 
and sometimes unwatchable 10-3 
victory against the Buffalo Bills in an 
AFC wild-card game Sunday. 

In the postseason for the first time 
since January 2008, the third-seeded 

INTENT Jaguars (11-6) advanced to play at No. 
2.5311. 2 seed Pittsburgh next week. 

Alabama quarterback Jalen Hurts (2) holds up his most valuable offensive player trophy after defeating Clemson in the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1 in New 
Orleans. Alabama won 24-6 to advance to the national championship game. 

Young QBs make immediate impact 
By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — No experience required. 
Jalen Hurts came within a single second 

of leading Alabama to a national champi- 
onship in his freshman season. Now, Jake 
Fromm is on the cusp of a title in his first 
year at Georgia. 
Long gone are the days when a young 
quarterback needed to ride the bench for 
a season or two, getting up to speed on a 
college system much more intricate than 
what he ran in high school. Even the most 

ol’ sophomore this time around — when 
the Bulldogs (13-1) meet the Crimson 
Tide (12-1) in an all-Southeastern Confer- 
ence title game . 

Saban points to an increased emphasis 
on passing games and spread offenses at 
the high school level, which has fast-for- 
warded the development of top quarter- 
back prospects. 

“They're not coming up in some hand- 
the-ball-off I-formation,” he said. “Their 
knowledge and experience is a lot 
than maybe in old-fashioned football.” 
Fromm threw for 12,745 yards and 

he came in and went to class, but after 
lunch he was with the football coaches for 
the rest of the day. He would watch video, 
lift weights, we fed ‘em, and then we prac- 
ticed. Then he watched video afterward.” 

During the summers, Fromm and his 
teammates traveled around the state to 
compete in highly competitive 7-on-7 
leagues, a mostly passing version of touch 
football that had become increasingly 
popular, allowing prep quarterbacks to 
further hone their passing skills. 
“The way we ran our program in high 

school was a lot like a college situation, 

The sixth-seeded Bills (9-8) will 
head home after ending the longest, 
current playoff drought in North 
American professional sports. 

Bortles was a big reason Jackson- 
ville won the game and a big reason it 
was so close. 
This was far from a passing clinic. 

It was more like a painful exercise in 
overcoming poor passing. 

Bortles was off most of the day, 
misfiring short and long, but made 
up for it with 88 yards rushing. He 
scrambled for a long first down run af- 
ter fumbling the ball late, prompting a 
Bills assistant to slam a clipboard and 
eliciting a huge grin from Bortles. 
“We weren't sharp, we made some 

bad plays and did some stupid stuff, 
but we found a way to win and that’s 
all that matters,” Bortles said. 
He completed 12 of 23 passes for 87 

yards, with a touchdown. His TD pass 
to backup tight end Ben Koyack late 
in the third quarter was his best throw 
of the game. It also was a gutsy call on 
fourth-and-goal from the 1. 

Bortles did the rest on the ground, 
scrambling for first downs and helping 
Jacksonville win its first playoff game 
at home since the 1997 season. 
“You know, when we got beat last 

week at Tennessee, I didn’t run at all, 
so I thought we got beat without kind 
of shooting all of our shots, so I said 
it made it difficult, so let’s find some 
ways to move the ball and do some 
different stuff,” Bortles said. 
The Bills had plenty of chances 

down the stretch, but a huge penalty 
successful in the land are willing 116 touchdowns during his four years at and we really have more time with them against Charles Clay and then a tackle 

fland is to turn their offense over to an 18-year-old "Houston County High School in central than the colleges can have,” Lassiter said. that knocked quarterback Tyrod Taylor 
rwood, as soon as he steps on Georgia, a football hotbed that prepared “So he’s used to sitting in the film room, out of the game ended any threat of a 
amber 1 Hurts and Fromm are the most promi- him well for what he would face withthe used to being in the weight room, used to comeback. 

vir web nent examples of the potential rewards far Bulldogs. } ) handling all that stuff along with class. It Taylor slammed his helmet hard 
ergem- ing the ever-dwindling risks. “We would throw it 30, 40 times, even helped to prepares him for college. against the ground after getting thrown 

“There’s a completely different mindset: SO times, as many times as it took,” he re- Hurts and Fromm have clearly benefited down by Dante Fowler Jr. He had 
now about playing young pla players,” Ala- membered. “The college offense is alittle from playing on teams with stellar de- to be helped off the field and forced 
bama coach Nick Saban said. more wordy. But the passing schemes and fenses, stout running games and standout backup Nathan Peterman into the 

Jamelle Holieway remains the only true’ the coverages and all that, it’s just about all special teams . They have settled into the game with 1:27 remaining. All-Pro 
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freshman quarterback to lead a team to 
the national title in the modern era, taking’ 

the same. At the end of the day, one guy’s 
rinning a route, if he’s open, you throw it 

role of game managers, going to the air 
when necessary but always very cognizant 

cornerback Jalen Ramsey tipped and 
then intercepted Peterman’s third pass, 

over at Oklahoma in 1985 after Troy Aik- to him. It’s not too hard.” of avoiding the big mistake. and the Jaguars ran out the clock. 

man was inj Of course, that’s overlooking all the In a way, that demonstrates their matu- “We prepare hard and we study a 

Hurts came achingly close a year ago, hard work Fromm put in — Hurts, too — rity even better than some gaudy numbers. lot of tape, we practice hard,” Jaguars 

when Alabama lost to Clemson 35-31 on to get to this moment. “You've got be a good decision-maker,” 
a last-second touchdown pass in the cham- “He came in early most mornings said Brian Daboll, the third offensive Please see JAGUARS/3C 

pioniship Fromm has a ¢hance to during the offseason to throw in quarter- coordinator Hurts has worked with during 
’s feat on Monday night, back drills,” said Von Lassiter, who was match 

but he’ll have to get by Hurts — a grizzled Fromm’s high school coach. “In season, Please see QBS/4C 

Texas uses second-half surge to beat Kansas St 75-64 
By Andrew Hammond Sunday. Even with the Longhorns to 12 points on chance to regroup at halftime 

Associated Press scorer Brooke McCarty hav- 26 percent shooting in the first and talk about some things 
ing a rough shooting day as quarter. that were open against their 
she scored just nine points, Texas would have many zone. | thought we were better 

MANHATTAN, Kan. — ge | onghomns (13-1,4-0Big chances to take the lead, but on the boards in the second 
For the first 15 minutes, Kan- 12) had enough to beat the didn’t take until half. I felt like we stood 
sas State gave Texas all the Wildcats. hit a corner three at around too much in the second 

Then Lishann tt mde p of Yoo Ow he Wilde that us bal- to while, the ats - 
knocked down a three from schon i padi heir first Eu of he lame struggled to generate offense 
the comer to give Texas the Kaen Acton sci “Defitely On the pext possession, Rellah as they went scoreless in the 
lead and the Longhoms never wasn’t one of our better per- ~~ Boothe would come back and last 3:19 of the 1st half. 

back. formances, I thought we did surprise everybody with a For a team that was trying 
scored 26 points a Ney $00d Jub on ther kay dt ge whe d to pull off their second straight Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Blake 

and No. 8 Texas used a bi Ry “Ie kind of gave us the upset in conference play, that Bortles (5) throws a pass in front of Buffalo 
run to start the second half to <= Kansas State (9-6, 1-3) took room  ueodaf” Fao Lumbar, 
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DAILYRUNDOWN 
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

ON THE AIR 
College Football 

CFP Championship: 
Alabama vs. Georgia, 7 p.m., 
ESPN, ESPN2, ESPNU, ES- 
PNews, SEC 

Men's Soccer 
Liga NOS: Pacos de Fer- 

reira vs. Portimonense, 1 p.m., 
GolTV 
FA Cup: Brighton & Hove 

Albion vs. Crystal Palace, 1:30 
p.m., FS1, FXDEP 

National Basketball 
Association 

Milwaukee at Indiana, 6 
p.m., NBAtv 

San Antonio at Sacramento, 
9 p.m., FSSW+ 

National Hockey League 
Columbus at Toronto, 6 

p.m., NHL 
Tennis 

WTA: Sydney International, 
8 p.m., beiN 

WHAT'S ON DECK 
JC Women's Basketball 

Frank Phillips College at Midland College, 5:45 p.m. 

basketball JC Men's 
Frank Phillips College at Midland College, 7:45 p.m. 

TRANSACTIONS 
Nations BesketoesAetocieton 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS — Recalled C 

Liggins. Recalled F D.J. Wilson from Wisconsin 
(NBAGL) 

HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Reassigned F 
A.J. Greer and D Andrei Mironov to San Antonio 

(AHL) 
DETROIT RED WINGS — Recatled G Jared 

Coreau from Grand Rapids (AHL) 
LOS ANGELES KINGS — Assigned F Jonny 

Brodzinski and D Kevin Gravel to Ontario (AHL) 

ECHL — Suspended Orlando's Sam Jardine 
one game and fined him an undisclosed amount 
for his actions in a Jan. 6 game at Jacksonville. 
Suspended Greenville's Bretton Cameron three 
games and fined him an undisclosed amount for 
his actions in a Jan. 6 game against Atlanta. 

COLLEGE 
CLEMSON — WR Ray-Ray McCloud will 

enter the NFL draft 
Pie Named Harlon Barnett 

- NHL GLANCE 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

Attantic Division 
GP W LOT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 42 30 9 3 63 155103 
Boston 40 2310 7 S53 131 102 

Toronto 43 2516 2 52 141 124 
Detroit 4a 1717 7 41 12127 

Flonda 41 4718 6 40 113133 
Montreal 42 1820 4 40 108 129 
Ottawa 4 1417 9 37 111138 
Buffalo 2 1023 9 29 9143 

Metropolitan Division 
GP W LOT Pts GF GA 

Washington 42 2613 3 5 1120 
NewJersey 41 2211 8 52 130 125 
Columbus 43 2416 3 S51 1B 119 
N.Y. Rangers 4 214 5 49 127 115 

Pittsburgh 44 2219 3 47 126 138 
Carona 41 1914 8 46 115 126 
Philadelphia 42 1915 8 46 12312 
NY Islanders 43 2118 4 46 146 158 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 

- GP W LOT Pts GF GA 
Winnipeg 43 2511 7 57 144 117 

St. Louts 45 2616 3 S55 130 115 
Nashville 41 2411 6 54 129 113 

Dallas 43 2416 3 51 1218 
Colorado 41 2216 3 47 135124 
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Dallas 15% 
Memphis 12 27 308 15% 

Minnesota 2 217°3 47 123128 
Chicago 41 2015 6 46 125 114 

Division 
GP W LOT Ps GF GA 
4 2810 2 58 141 112 

LosAngeles 42 2413 5 53 126 99 
San Jose 40 2113 6 48 110 108 
Anaheim 43 1915 9 47 117 120 
Calgary 41 2116 4 46 115119 
Edmonton 43 182 3 39 118 141 
Vancouver 42 1620 6 38 110 140 
Arizona 43 1027 6 26 98 150 

NOTE: Two pots for a win, one point for over- 
time loss. Top three teams in each division and wo 
wild cards per conference advance to playolis. 

Division 
WwW L Pt GB 

Minnesota 25 16 610 — 
Oklahoma City 2 18 550 2% 
Portland 21 18 538 3 
Denver 21 18 58 3 
Utah 16 24 400 8% 

Pacific Division 
W L Pt GB 

Golden State 2 8 B00 — 
LA Cippers 17 21 447 14 
Phoenix 16 26 38 17 

13 256 32 18 
LA Lakers 1M 27 289 2 

Miami 103, Utah 102 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

SOUTH 
Davidson 86, George Mason 58 

UC Santa Barbara 65, UC Riverside 57 
MIDWEST 

Cincinnati 76, SMU 56 
Minois St. 72, Missouri St 68 

Top 25 Fared 

1. Michigan State (15-2) lost Yo Ohio State 
80-64. Next: vs. Wednesday. 

2. Duke (13-2) did not play. Next: at Pittsburgh, 

3. Villanova (14-1) did not play Next: vs. No. 5 
Xavier, 

4. Arizona State (13-2) beat Utah 80-77. Next: 
vs. Oregon, 

5. Xavier (15-2) did not play. Next: at No. 3 
Villanova, 

6. West Virginia (14-1) did not play Next: vs. 
Baylor, Tuesday 

7. Oklahoma (12-2) did not play. Next: vs. No. 
18 Texas Tech. 

8. Virginia (14-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Syracuse, 

9. Wichita State (13-2) beat South Florida 
95-57. Next: at East Carolina, Thursday. 

10. Kansas (12-4) did not play. Next: vs. lowa 

11. Texas AGM (11-4) did not play. Next: at No. 
17 Kentucky, Tuesday. 

12. North Carolina (12-4) did not play. Next: vs. 

13. Purdue (15-2) did not play. Next: at 
Michigan, Tuesday 

14. Arizona (12-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
Oregon State, Thursday. 

15. Miami (13-2) beat No. 24 Florida State 
80-74. Next: at No. 25 Clemson, Saturday. 

16. TCU (13-2) did not play. Next: at Texas, 

17. Kentucky (12-3) did not play. Next: vs. No. 
11 Texas ASM, Tuesday. 

18. Texas Tech (14-1) did not play. Next: at No. 
Owdahoma, Tuesday. 

19. Cincinnati (14-2) beat SMU 76-56. Next: at 
Florida, Saturday. 

19. Gonzaga (14-3) did not play. Next: vs. 

21. Seton Hall (14-2) did not play. Next: at 

22 Arkansas (11-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
su, 

23. Tennessee (10-4) did not play Next: at 
Vanderbit, Tuesday. 

24. Florida State (12-3) lost to No. 15 Miami 
80-74. Next: vs. Louisville, Wednesday. 

25. Clemson (14-1) did not play. Next: at NC 
State, Thursday. 

7 

SCORES. 

Top 25 Fared 

1. UConn (13-0) did not play. Next: vs. UCF, 

2 Notre Dame (15-1) beat Georgia Tech 77- 
54. Next: at No. 3 Louisville, Thursday. 

3. Louisville (18-0) beat Virginia Tech 67-56. 
Next: vs. No. 2 Notre Dame, 

4.South Carolina (13-2) lost 10 No. 15 Hs- 
souri 83-74. Nott Mtr, Iai 

5. Mississippi State (17-0) beat LSU 83:70. 
Next: va. Mississippi, 

6. Baylor (14-1) did not play Next: at Okia- 
Sunday, Jan. 14. 

Thursday 
8. Texas (13-1) beat Kansas Stale 75-64. Next: 

at TCU, Wednesday. 
9. Oregon (15-2) beat No. 14 UCLA 70-81. 

Next: vs. Arizona, 
10. Ohio State (15-2) beat No. 22 Michigan 

78-71, OT Next: at indiana, Saturday 
11. Florida State (14-2) lost 10 Syracuse 76- 

69. Next: vs. Miami, 
12 West Vinginia (14-2) béat iowa State 57-49. 

Next: at Kansas, 
13 Maryland (15-2) beat Wisconsin 71-44. 

Next: vs. Michigan State, Thursday. 
14. UCLA (11-4) lost to No. § Oregon 70-61. 

Next at Utah, Friday 
15. Missouri (14-2) beat No. 4 South Carolina 
83-74, Next at Vanderbit, 

16. Oregon State (11-4) lost 10 Southem Cal 
6561. Next vs. No. 25 Arizona State, Friday 

17. Dulin (12-4) beat N.C. State 60-56. Nextt: at 
Wake Forest, 

18. lown (15-2) beat Minis 84-71. Next: vs. 
Purdue, 

16. Tens ABM (13-4) beat Auburn 82-73. 
Wnt yo Jn? ome 

20. Oklahoma State (12-3) beat Oldahoma 
96-82. Next: af Kansas State, 

21. Vilanow (12-2) 6d not play. Next: at 

om(154 esto No. 10 Ohio State Michigan 
78-71, OT Neat: vs. Indiana, 

23. Caliomia (11-4) beat Arizona 53-51. Nest: 

- Sarl) 57 ot 00.25 Are Se 

7308. Next: at No. 16 State, Friday. 

Pg 

WOMEN 
NO. 13 FRANK PHILLIPS 
COLLEGE AT MIDLAND 

COLLEGE 
When/where: 5:45 p.m., 

Chaparral Center 
Records: Midland College 

9-6, 2-0 in Western Junior 
College Athletic Conference; 
Frank Phillips College, 12-1, 
2-0 

Notes: The Lady Chapar- 
rals resume WJCAC play today 
for the first time since a 92-77 
win at Clarendon College on 

are coming off back-to-back 
non-conference wins at home 
against Connors State College 
(67-48) and Weatherford Col- 
lege (68-53). In the win over 
Weatherford, the Lady Chaps 
leaned on their guards for the 
win as Alexandrea Washington 
led MC with a game-high 22 
points, Bianca Thacker had 
20 and Bethany Theodore 
added 12. ... Frank Phillips 

got a bunch of MEN 
and they've got some athletic FRANK PHILLIPS COLLEGE 
players that do a lot of scoring AT MIDLAND 
for them,” said MC coach Ron When/where: 7:30 p.m., 
Jones about FPC. Chaparral Center . 

- “We're going to have to work Records: Midland College 
hard to contain what they like 4-12 in Western Junior College 

the floor, which is always chal- Phillips College 8-8, 0-2 
lenging when you have a lot of Notes: Both Midland Col- 

Kiara Shoals leads FPC with into this game searching for 
20.7 ppg, while re their first WJCAC win of the 
guard Kinsley Choate is aver- season, so something has to 
aging 17.0 ppg. give tonight. ... The Chapar- 

Next: Midland College at rals are slumping as they have 
Odessa College, 5:45 p.m.; lost three straight games and 
Frank Phillips College at How- nine of their last 10. ... MC 
ard College, 5:45 p.m. is coming off a 94-81 loss to 

2017-18 WICAC women's basketball standings 
Conference Overall 

Weatherford on Friday 
in which WC shot 59 percent 

Ww oLWw L for the game, including 52 
Frank Philips 2 0122 1 percent from 3-point range. 
Mion Cog 20% § MC shot 53 percent and was 
Wester Texas 10 9 5s led by Kevin Kangu with 21 
Clarendon College 0 1 18 ' points, Kayo Goncalves added 
Odessa Colege 9 112! 14and Michael Hillebrand 
Howard 0 210 gs added 13 in the loss. ... MC College 

coach Pat Rafferty said he 
would like to see his team 
play harder, especially on the 
defensive end. He added that 
getting his team to play hard 

NBA ROUNDUP 

while 6-7 sophomore forward 
Knowledge Darby is averaging 
11.4 ppg. 

Next: Midland College at 
Odessa , 7:30 p.m.; 
Frank Phillips College at How: 
ard College, 7:30 p.m. 

2017-18 WJCAC men's basketball standings 

w LW LL 
Clarendon College 2 0 12 4 
South Plains 2 010 4 
Odessa College 1 0 1 2 
Western Texas 1 01 2 
Howard College 1 113 3 
New Mexico JC Tn 4 
New Mexico Military 0 2 9 [] 
Frank Philips 028 8 
Midland College 02 4 12 

Today's Games 
Frank Phillips College at Midland College: 

don College at Western 
Wes Jo Exits Cotegs po <arrrce) 

-Compiled by 
Oscar LeRoy 

Russell Westbrook had his 14th triple- KNICKS 100 
MAVERICKS 96 McCollum finished with 25 points and 

basket with 31.2 seconds left as New York 
beat Dallas. 

Kyle O'Quinn had 15 points and 11 
rebounds, and Enes Kanter added 13 points 
and 18 boards for the Knicks, who ended 
a three-game losing streak and sent the 
Mavericks to their third straight loss — all at 
home. 

Harrison Bames scored 25 points and 
Devin Harris had nine of his 11 in the fourth 
quarter as the Mavericks made yet another 

for the Blazers, who were without starter 
Damian Lillard. it was Portland's fifth win in 
seven games, and third straight victory at 
home. 
Former Blazer LaMarcus Aldridge had 30 

points and 14 rebounds, while Manu Ginobili 
added 26 points, including six 3-pointers, for 
the Spurs. 

SUNS 114 
THUNDER 100 

PHOENIX — Bender scored 17 
rally on the night they honored their long- of his career-high 20 points in the second 
time point guard Derek Harper by retiring haf, rookie Josh Jackson had 17 points 
his jersey. and 10 rebounds in his first career double- 

double, and the Phoenix reserves 
TRAILBLAZERS 111 the Suns beat the Oklahoma City Thunder 

SPURS 110 114-100 on Sunday night. 
Ore. made a career-best six 3-point- PORTLAND, 

a floater with 5.9 seconds left to the 
Portland Trail Blazers a 111-110 victory over 
the San Antonio Spurs on Sunday night with 
both teams short-handed. 

ers, going 5 of 6 in the second half. The 
Suns beat the Thunder for the third straight 
time dating to last season, with all three 
wins coming in Phoenix. 

double of the season and second in a row 
with 26 points, 11 assists and 10 rebounds, 
but Oklahoma City never led after the first 
quarter. Paul George added 19 points and 
Steven Adams 18 for the Thunder. 

Devin Booker scored 26 and T.J. Warren 
23 for Phoenix. 

HEAT 103 
JAZZ 102 

MIAMI — Josh Richardson's layup with 
5.1 seconds left capped a Miami rally from 
eight points down in the fourth, Donovan 
Mitchell missed what would have been the 
winner at the buzzer and the Heat beat # 
Utah. 

Tyler Johnson and Goran Dragic each 
scored 16 points for Miami, which has Y 
won four straight — all by single digits, the 
Heat's longest stretch of such games since 
November 2012. 

Richardson and Hassan Whiteside each 
had 14 points, and Kelly Olynyk had 12. 

Dustin Johnson powers his way to win at Kapalua 
By Doug Ferguson has held for nearly a year a 69 to finish second and Chis Soud $1800 72467272282 
fn. on Press might be difficult to take move to No. 3 in the world. Yu Cy 1160 BAR = 

KAPALUA, Hawaii — aay. POM Toumament of Crmpoma Seer (I 
A new year brought out Johnson stretched a IN... Cameron Sth $90.33 75704871284 
the best in Dustin Johnson, two-shot lead to six strokes Japan owed Ryan Amour $9000 71-7370-71—285 

who powered his way to an at the tun, then delivered orga. 482 Par 3 provi. AN go 
8-under 65 and an eight- the biggest moment of icin . ivy Grayson Mumay $76,750 74-74-69-T1—288 
shot victory Sunday in the week with a drive on IR | TiToeees zr  XanderSchaside STS) 7272074288 
the Sentry Tournament of the par-4 12th hole that SuniTniI0 8072-277 pobiono a > hs nang 

Champions. stopped 6 inches from the Hideki Matsuyama $206,000 70-70-7266—278 Wesley Bryan $8000 © 74707670290 

In a field that featured cup for a tap-in eagle. Rn a Erte Hutson Sulkeryi if BARD 

the top five players in the He finished at 24-under orn Sper tiae000. Thaoroee sm "le Sariey 64000 DISTT 
world, Johnson made a 268 for his 17th career io Kan $174,000 Jones Bia $83,000 T-N7570-2% 

strong opening statement victory. nD AED  Traee07 20 rpms giao 
that the No. 1 ranking he Jon Rahm closed with By HonchelSUB000 70717071282. Brooks Koapka S00.000 TBA T8506 

TEXAS COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP 
Men 

CINCINNATI 76, SMU 56 
HIGHLAND HEIGHTS, Ky. — Cincin- 

nati showed that in a matchup of stingy 
defensive teams, a lot of effort overcomes 
a lot of missed shots. 
Jacob Evans Ill scored 18 points, and 

DA7Y lark had 2 big Sache hill aS he 
19th-ranked Bearcats pulled away to a 76- 
56 victory over SMU on Sunday, extending 
the longest active home-court winning 
streak in the country. 
The game matched the American 

Athletic Conference's top defensive teams, 
and it showed in the first half as they went 
a combined 15-for-52 from the field and 
the Bearcats led 34-20. 

“We're not always pretty at times, but 

Evans’ 3-pointer. Clark scored 13 of his 18 
points in the second half as the Bearcats 
finally got the ball inside and pushed the 
lead to 20. Instead of allowing SMU to 
double-team him, Clark started heading 
for the basket as soon as he got the ball. 

“It was more me taking too long,” Clark 
said. “Ym allowing them to come and trap. 
nie Soon halt onee Hey gor Rie ms, I 

was going.” 
SMU (12-5, 2-2) shot only 35.7 percent 

from the field and had 18 turnovers that 
set up 26 of Cincinnati's points. Jarrey 
Foster led the Mustangs with 16 points. 

“Beyond frustrating,” SMU coach Tim 
Jankovich said. “it was as frustrating as 
any game | can remember in a number 
21 yoars. Whenever you uur $16 bull ove 

Arena at Northern University 
while their arena is renovated. 
They went 18-0 at Fifth Third Arena last 
season. 
Women 
HS ASTRYAS sau a5 AUBURN 73 

19 points in the fourth quarter, and Texas 
A&M turned back Auburn. 

Danni Williams had 16 points for the 
Aggies (13-4, 3-0 Southeastern Confer- 
ence), who handed the Tigers (10-5, 1-2) 
their first home loss of the 2017-18 athletic 
year in women’s and men's basketball and 
football combined. 

our effort’s tremendous and as a coach, that many times and just play so sloppy, McKay was 11 of 11 from the foul fine 
you appreciate that” Cincinnati's Mick Hts Ju really bard and had 25 points for Auburn, which set 

Cronin said The Bearcats have won 35 straight a school record by making 16 of 16 free 
Cincinnati (14-2, 3-0) broke it open with home games on two courts. They've throws. Unique Thompson added 22 

a 12-point run late in the first half featuring 9-0 while playing this season at BB&T points. 

From 1C find youve £ot 4 doa job good sign for the Long- 
better handling that. Kansas State could horns as they have even 

Kansas State’s undoing. Or decision making in not pick up back-to-back tougher opponents like 
“Their pressure defense that stretch was not good, victories against ranked Texas and Baylor down the 

got into us during that that’s part of what Texas opponents but do manage road. 
stretch,” Kansas State does. to frustrate the Longhorns 
head coach Jeff Mittie They speed youup and with their zone defense in Up next 
said after the game. “They “play physical and we've the 1st half. However, the 
got some run-outs in that got to do a better job han- second half of the ball- 
stretch while our offense dling that pressure.” game saw the Longhorns Texas: The Longhorns 
gotbogged down and then Kayla Goth scored 17 show their resolve and travel to face TCU on 
we missed some shots that points on 6 of 17 shooting toughness as they put away Wednesday. 
we normally make I think in the loss for the Wildcats. the Wildcats with turnovers ~~ Kansas State: The 
that’s that’s due to a team and athletic fast-break of- Wildcats travel to face. 
that plays physical on you Big picture fense. A win like this is a Towa State on Wednesday. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

1/08 6:00 pm Adoption Center Volunteer Orientation 
1/20 1:00 pm No-Sew Adoption Blanket Demo, Brew St. 

PLEASE HELP US CONTROL OVERPOPULATION ¢ PROTECT 
YOUR PET FROM STRESS & ACCIDENTAL PREGNANCIES. 

$70 SPAY/NEUTER VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 
TO MIDLAND CITY & COUNTY RESIDENTS. 

MIDLANDHUMANE.ORG/SPAYNEUTER-VOUCHERS 

Open for adoptions Mon. - Sat. 12-7 6 Sun. 126 
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The Patriots are rested, recharged and rankled 
By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

Recharged and rekindled 
are the New England Patri- 
ots, who await a visit from 
the Tennessee Titans in the 
AFC divisional playoffs 
next weekend. 
The Titans (10-7) are 
coming off their first playoff 
win in 14 seasons, a 22-21 | 
thriller at Kansas City in the 
wild-card round Saturday 
that left the Chiefs winless 
at Arrowhead in the postsea- 
son since 1994. 
The Patriots (13-3) are 

up the franchise’s three most 
important pieces in QB Tom 
Brady, coach Bill Belichick 
and owner Robert Kraft. 

Jacksonville (11-6), com- 
ing off its first playoff win 
in a decade, a 10-3 snoozer 
over Buffalo on Sunday, vis- 
its Pittsburgh (13-3) in the 
other AFC divisional playoff 
game (1:05 p.m. ET Sunday 
on CBS). 
The Steelers are hop- 

ing the weekend off helps 
Antonio Brown return from 
a torn calf he sustained 
on Dec. 17 against New 
England. 
The NFC'’s top seed, 

champion 
(11-6) on Saturday (4:35 
p-m. ET on NBC) and the 
Minnesota Vikings (13-3) 
host the New Orleans Saints 
(4:40 p.m. ET Sunday on 
FOX) 
The Saints (12-5) edged 
Carolina 31-26 Sunday 
night in the wild-card week- 
end finale. 
The Falcons throttled 

the upstart Los Angeles 
Rams 26-13 Saturday night, 
sending the league’s best 
comeback story of 2017 to a 
premature end. 

The Patriots have won 

Bowl 

Elise Amendoia/AP file photo 

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady holds up a Super 
along with head coach Bill Belichick, right, and team 

owner Robert Kraft, left, during a rally celebrate their Super Bowl 
win, in 2017 in Boston. 

11 of 12 after stumbling 
to a 2-2 start but the buzz 
around Boston isn’t about 
their usual dominance but 
whether that excellence 
could be coming to an end 
soon. 

Brady, Belichick and 
Kraft released a joint 
statement this weekend 
dismissing as “flat-out 
inaccurate” an ESPN report 
detailing an array of tension 
in New England between 
the triumphant triumvirate 
responsible for decorating 
team headquarters with five 
championship trophies. 
One of the many things 

the Patriots are good at is 
navigating negativity. 

Last year they overcame 
the loss of tight end Rob 
Gronkowski to win it all and 
they're trying to do the same 
this year without receiver 
Julian Edelman and line- 
backer Dont’a Hightower, 
two of their biggest stars. 
The Titans came back 

from a 21-3 halftime deficit 
Saturday at Kansas City 
and in the process probably 
saved coach Mike Mular- 
key’s job . 
Team owner Amy Adams 

Strunk on Sunday said her 

them to their first playoff 
victory in 14 years. 

The Titans opened as 
13-point underdogs to the 
Patriots (8:15 p.m. ET on 
CBS). 

“This is a good test for 
our football team,” Mular- 
key said, “but these are the 
type ¢ of games you have to 
win.” 
Or go home. . 
The Titans needed an 

amazing comeback to get 
their latest win, which tied 
for the second-largest rally 
by a road team in the play- 
offs. Dallas also overcame 
an 18-point deficit in 1972 
in the divisional round to 
beat San Francisco. 
Only Detroit's rally from 

20 points down in 1957 to 
beat the 49ers in the divi- 
sional round was bigger than 
Tennessee’s comeback. 
The other AFC game is 

a rematch of Week 5, when 
the Jaguars beat Pittsburgh 
30-9 . Ben Roethlisberger, 
who threw five intercep- 
tions in that game, has led 
Pittsburgh to 10 wins in 11 
games since then with the 
lone loss coming against the 
Patriots, 24-21 last month 
when Brown got hurt and 
missed most of the show- 
down in Pittsburgh. 

In Blake Bortles, the 
Steelers will face a quar- 
terback who ran for more 
yards (88) than he threw for 

(87) Sunday and who put 

together one decent drive 
all day. 
“We weren't sharp, we 

made some bad plays and 
did some stupid stuff, but 
we found a way to win and 

Bortles, whose TD pass 
to backup tight end Ben 
Koyack late in the third 
quarter was his best throw of 
the game and a gutsy call on 
fourth-and-goal from the 1. 
Although they're the 

sixth seed, the Falcons 
are the only NFC team to 
make it back to the playoffs 
this year, and that edge in 
experience showed Saturday 
night in the Rams’ first play- 
off game at the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum since 
1979. 
One year after advanc- 

ing to the Super Bowl, the 
Falcons are “a battle-tested 
brotherhood,” suggested 
coach Dan Quinn, who 
added Sunday “That kind 
of experience I thought cer- 
tainly showed up last night.” 

After showing impressive 
poise against the Rams, it’s 
on to Philadelphia, which is 
the NFC’s top seed for the 
first time since 2004 but is 
led by backup quarterback 
Nick Foles following a 
season-ending knee injury 
to MVP hopeful Carson 
Wentz. 

So, it’s no surprise the 
Falcons opened as 2-point 
favorites on the road. 
The Vikings are coming 

off a first-round playoff bye 
for the first time since 2000 
and they’ll face a Saints 
team that features Mark 
Ingram and rookie Alvin 
Kamara, who combined for 
1,852 yards rushing and 26 
touchdowns during the regu- 
lar season but were quiet 
Sunday, managing just 45 
yards on 19 carries but one 
of them was a 2-yard TD by 
Kamara. 
The Vikings beat the 

Saints 29-19 on opening 
weekend when Sam Brad- 
ford and not Case Keenum 
was under center for Min- 
nesota. 

Chiefs, Smith head into offseason with even more questions 

pd - 

By Dave Skretta decision than most had expected. young. Tyreek Hill had a breakout 
Associated Press He threw for more than 4,000 second season as a wide receiver, 

yards for the first time, and he had Kareem Hunt led the league in rush- 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The final 26 touchdown passes with just five ing as a rookie and defensive tackle 

interceptions during the regular Chris Jones is an emerging star on 
Rn A season. He ld the Chiefs to back the other sid of the ball. 

ourth down would to-| est titles for ACHING CHANGES: Chiefs 
a Ee Kean Ci Chats 3 time in franchise history, made the offensive coordinator Matt Nagy 
chance to kick a winning field goal playoffs for the fourth time in five and special teams coach Dave Toub 
had he completed it. seasons and set all kinds of club are expected to interview for head 

It may ultimately be his final pass sicmpe along the way, eliding pass soaking Sacacies in Jdianspotis 

with the Chiefs, too. postscason touchdown and possibly Chicago. Nagy 
ith is under . become a hot target after taking over 

Wy id iidof Contract A ee Pred has professed his admira- play-calling with great success mid- 
expected to trade or re the vet- tion for Smith countless times over way through the season, while Toub 
eran k and turn the fran- the years, and he was in favor of the had interviews last season for head 
chise over to first-round pick Patrick trade Ba Drought ND to Kansas City coaching vacancies. 
Mahomes i y from San Francisco. But the coach is D DEARTH: The Chiefs 
Smith’s A ee be also aware that the NFL is a business, have traded away many of their 
summed up by that errant throw over ma sometimes finances dictate dif- future picks to acquire talent, includ- 

middle. cult decisions. ing their first-round selection this 
tot in was enough to lead the dundy get into all that right now,” year as part of the deal that landed 
Chiefs Reid said. “I don’t know. We've got Mahomes last year. So, they have 
He $1010 i to lead to go back and go through all of that. only a second, third, fourth and sixth 

them much farther. It’s a long process and surely after in the upcoming draft, putting new 
“I'll get into all that in the next that game isn’t where you go with general manager Book Yeach in quite 

couple of weeks,” said Smith A a predicament as he tries to bolster 
Sl As the Chiefs head into the off- a roster that was not quite good 

Kai2e City, 15 SHARIN Rows ation: Le OY OPC BIT FRANCHISE 
Fm under contract for another RETIREMENT QUESTIONS: Despite all the good that came of 
oi he ” he said. “Like I said, I'm not Chiefs linebackers Derrick John- this season, the Chiefs still must feel 

som. in cviomy disppoed hanging i up er another edown. Dave happened had sar safely Ene now, I'm ] ve S o 
; Johnson yed at a reasonably Berry not been lost for the season in 
Like} said, | fk It's over” a good high level, and said he’ll head home their ? Or if star tight end Tra- 

son after a 22-21 loss to the Tennes-  Hali was reduced to a part-time role half against Tennessee with a concus- 
see Titans on Saturday, a game in because of his ailing knees. If he sion? “The tendency is to look back 

which they blew a 21-3 halftime lead, $0 not retire, the Chiefs will almost rib mii pe 
i h ¢ertdinly release think s the way to go i 

he Big iol question Sark becomis PROMISING YOUNGSTERS: offensive lineman Michel Schwartz 
certainly made it a tougher iefs reason for optimism id. “We just have to figure out 

Swan y Aa in that most of their biggest stars are to play better.” 

From 1C line,” Jordan said. “I mean, being evaluated for a con- RE 
everybody responded the cussion after Onyemata’s Cor Garo 30. 247 

107 yards and a touch- way we were supposed to.” sack. Cornerback Daryl OL Jn fz i), 42 
Souls New dushed of Sul se Daiors Wis. Worley briefly was placed Sr 

passing yards in striking distance for in the concussion protocol ow 
and two touchdowns, win after a failed but also cleared to return remo 
other a 56-yard by Saints coach Sean Pay- during the game — Ohi 14 gmss 
strike to Christian - ton, who elected to keep Saints: Starting left itt opm rR 
frey that pulled the Pan- the offense on the field on guard Andrus Peat was eile 
thers a touchdown fourth-and-short with two carted off the field with 
with 4:09 left. minutes remaining. He left shin injury. Hi Sv » 
But Newton was also hoped to run out the clock in i t, Senio Kele- Toners a ht) 

sacked four times, once on Carolina, which was out mete, later needed help off mus ‘wn 
cach by Bell, Jordan, of timeouts. It backfired the field for an undisclosed Pt Petums 211 217 
Jonathan , and when Brees’ pass ashe injury. — 0» 
David The scrambled to was Gnplaty dio 2% 

by. ata came intercepted by iv- next Punts 33 ease 
as Newton tried to spin ing Casolina the ball at Its u oot TR ] 
away fiom Sher Divison Nims we, J Panthers: Begin their ~~ Twed Ams 36 211 

Onyemata’s Newton = Jordan said. “They came Saints: Move on to play Stewart 11-51, Newion 
was aconcus- back late in the fourth at Minnesota i 8.57. McCGafley 8-16, Whitalur 1-3 Now Oran, . K d % sota in Kamara Ingram 9:22, Line 1-1, Brees 
om, but uy cue quarter, made this a game.”  Divicisnal Huma his ad, 

 Wehad to Snishout or 101 Rechess 475 Cy 3.2. Bo Cb BER i SR. IRR 1 
one play ~- a 18 YS 1:13, Kama 1-1, Snged 17, Line 1-7. 
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Playoff experience 
gives ‘battle-tested’ 

Falcons edge 
By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA— 
ence could be the Atlanta 
Falcons’ big edge as the 
only team in the NFC play- 
offs for the second straight 
year. 
Coach Dan Quinn says 

that advantage was a factor 
in Saturday night’s 26-13 
wild-card win over the Los 
Angeles Rams. 
One year after advanc- 

ing to the Super Bowl, the 
Falcons are “a battle-tested 
brotherhood,” according to 
Quinn, who added Sunday 
“That kind of experience I 
thought certainly showed up 
last night.” 

After showing impres- 
sive poise against the Rams, 
Atlanta will play next Satur- 
day’s divisional round game 
at Philadelphia. 

“We're not here just to 
get here,” quarterback Matt 
Ryan said after the game. 
“We want to make noise 
while we're here, so this is 
what it’s all about. It’s about 
giving yourself the opportu- 
nity this time of the year to 
compete and play in games 
like this and win games like 
this.” 
The Falcons are only the 

No. 6 seed, making the play- 
offs on the final weekend 
of the regular season with 
a home win over Carolina. 
Even so, Quinn senses his 
team, boosted by last year’s 
long postseason run, is 
peaking at the right time. 

“It helps because the 
guys who were in (last 
year’s playoffs) have this 
experience and know how 
to separate your prepara- 
tion and make sure the only 
battle you're in is this one,” 
he said, adding that one- 
game focus “doesn’t allow 
you to look too far back 

.. and we're certainly not 
thinking about anything past 
this week.” 
Quinn said the win over 

the Rams, who lacked the 
Falcons’ playoff experience 
, may have been Atlanta’s 
most Tiost Gopmplete game of the 

ta’ s improved 
defense held the NFL's 
highest-scoring offense to 
one touchdown. Matt Bryant 
kicked four field goals — 
giving him nine without a 
miss in his last two weeks. 
The Falcons’ only touch- 

downs came on a 4-yard run 
by Devonta Freeman and a 
late 8-yard pass from Ryan 
to Julio Jones. But hold- 
ing the ball for more than 
37 minutes kept the Rams’ 
offense off the field, and that 
dominance made up for a 
lack of big plays. 

“We're equipped to play 
however we need to win 
that game and | do love that 
about this group,” Quinn 
said. “For this game, what 
was required was to have 
more run attempts. I thought 
it would be a difference in 
the second half and certainly 
it was.” 
Quinn compared his 

current “battle tested” team 
to a time early in last year’s 
playoffs when he 
practice because he thought 
“the guys were tight.” 
“We kind of loosened up 

after that,” he said, adding 
he believes this year’s team 
“started our push” following 
a loss to New Orleans on 
Dec. 7. 

“There’s been a shift 
that’s taken place with our 

mindset, their belief, their 
support of one another is re- 
ally at a strong point for this 
2017 team and we’ll need 
that kind of mindset again 
this week.” 

NFL GLANCE 
Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 

’ Sunday 
Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday 

Atlanta at Philadelphia, 3:35 p.m. (NBC) 
Tennessee at New England, 7:15 pm. (CBS) 

Sunday, Jan. 14 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh, 12:05 pm. (CBS) 
New Orleans at Minnesota, 3:40 p.m. (FOX) 

Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

TBD, 2.05 p.m. (CBS) 
NFC 

TBO, 5:40 p.m. (FOX) 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC vs. NFC, 2 pm. (ESPN/ABC) 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 

At Minneapolis, Minn. 
AFC champion vs. NFC champion, 5:30 

p.m. (NBC) 

JAGUARS 
From 1C 

defensive lineman Calais 
Campbell said. 
“We're battle-tested, so 

we know that if we just 
keep playing ball, good 
things will happen.” 
The Bills finished with 

263 yards, with 119 of 
those coming from hobbled 
running back LeSean Mc- 
Coy (ankle). 
The Jags had a measly 

230 yards. Leonard Four- 
nette ran 21 times for 57 
yards. 

Running passers 

Bortles is the second 
starting quarterback in the 
past 25 seasons to win a 
playoff game with more 
rushing yards than pass- 
ing yards (88 rushing, 87 
passing). The other was 
Atlanta’s Michael Vick in 
the 2004 divisional round 
against the Rams (119 
rushing, 82 passing). 

Huge swing 

Trailing 10-3 with about 
six minutes to play, the 
Bills looked as if they 
picked up a first down 
on an 11-yard pass from 
Tyrod Taylor to Clay. 
Jacksonville players stand- 
ing on the sideline pointed 
to Clay’s feet, and coach 
Doug Marrone threw the 
challenge flag. Officials 
overturned the comple- 
tion, saying Clay was out. 
of bounds and 
third-and- 10 play from Che 
Jacksonville 48-yard line. 
Linebacker Myles Jack 
sacked Taylor on the next 
play, forcing a punt. 

room in the fourth to be 
treated for cramps. Safety 
Colt Anderson injured his 
right shoulder in the fourth 
trying to make a diving 
interception. Guard Richie 
Incognito (shoulder) and 
Clay (hamstring) left 
briefly in the first half but 
returned. 
Jaguars: Linebacker 

Paul Posluszny left the 
game with a hip injury, 
tried to return and then 
headed to the locker room 
for further evaluation. He 
was listed as questionable 
and returned to the sideline 
after halftime. Receiver/ 
punt returner Jaydon Mick- 
ens left with a hamstring 
injury and did not return. 

Up next 

The Jaguars will play at 

ethlisberger threw five 
interceptions, and Jack- 
sonville won 30-9. The 
Steelers have won 10 of 11 
since, the lone loss coming 
against New England. 

JAGUARS 10, BILLS 3 
Buftalo 03 0 03 
Jacksonville 0 3 7 0-10 

Second Quarter 
Bul—FG Hauschka 31, 1:49. 
Jac—FG Lambo 44, 02. 

Third Quarter 
Jac—Koyack 1 pass from Borties (Lambo 

hick), 42 

[7 Jac 
First downs 2 15 
Total Net Yards 263 20 
Rushes-yards 2130 34-155 
Passing 133 ™ 

521 22 
1-10 00 

ua. 00 22 
: 1840-2 12230 

Sacked-Yords Lost 215 212 
Punts 8434 9443 

10 30 
| Penalties- Yards 552 534 
| 7H ai 2y nn 

19-75, Taylor 
127 St 15D han 14 oe 

10-88, Foumetie 21-57, 4. Jacksonville, Borties 
Moe 15, Ort 13 bey 12. 

PASSING —Buffa, Taylor 17-38-2134, Poter- 
man 1-20-14. Jacksonville, Bortles 12-23-0-87. 

RECEIVING—Bufialo, 
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Clemson quarterback Kelly Bryant (2) is stopped by a host of Alabama players in the first half of the 

Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1 in New Orleans. 

Strong run defense could 
power Alabama past Georgia 

By John Zenor 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Alabama’s vaunted 
defense is about to face perhaps college 

_ football's best running back duo. 
Those kinds of matchups tend to work 

out pretty well for the fourth-ranked 
Crimson Tide, which shuts down opposing 
ground games better than anybody. 
Only Auburn in the regular season 

meeting has truly contained Nick Chubb 
and Sony Michel. With the nation’s top 
defense, Alabama is well equipped to at 
least defend them well enough to win 
Monday night’s national championship 

game at Mercedes-Benz Stadium. 
Leading that charge will be linebacker 

Rashaan Evans, safety Minkah Fitzpat- 
rick and defensive tackle Da’Ron Payne. 
Payne is ready to get back to doing what 
he does best after a Sugar Bowl intercep- 
tion and touchdown catch. 

“I've just been trying to focus on being 
dominant up front, for real,” Payne said. 

Being dominant up front, on both sides 
of the ball, has been a big part of Ala- 
bama'’s success under coach Nick Saban. 
This team’s no different. 
Alabama also has a veteran secondary 

to contend with the passing of Georgia 
quarterback Jake Fromm. Fromm has had 
a terrific freshman season, but he strug- 
gled when Auburn’s defense held Chubb 
and Michel to a combined 48 rushing 
yards. 
The Tide does have to replace yet 

another starting linebacker with Anfernee 
Jennings out with a knee injury sustained 
in the Sugar Bowl win over Clemson. That 
leaves probably Terrell Lewis or Jamey 

Mosley to start. 
Linebacker Mack Wilson was already 

a first-time starter in the Sugar Bowl 
and had a pick six and a career-high six 
tackles. 
“Once we lose one man, it’s the next 

man up,” Tide defensive lineman Isaiah 
Buggs said. “Alabama recruits the best of 
the best so you always have to be locked 
in and ready to go, because you never 
know when it’s your time. Having Mack 
Wilson step up and have a bigtime game, 
everybody on the defense trusts him and 
1 think he’s going to have another big 
game. 

Offensively, Alabama has playmak- 
ers like quarterback Jalen Hurts, tailback 
Damien Harris and wide receiver Calvin 
Ridley. The Tide does have to replace 
guard Lester Cotton, who suffered a knee 
injury in the semifinal game. 

If history holds up, Alabama will have 
an edge in another regard. Saban has a 
perfect track record against former as- 
sistants like Georgia coach Kirby Smart. 
He's 11-0 and none of them have come 
closer than 17 points against his Tide 
teams. 

Saban has also had a full year to 
emphasize to his team “Don’t waste a fail- 
ure” since a title game loss to Clemson. 
Alabama is a slight favorite for this game, 
just like in the semifinals, but can summon 
up a little extra motivation from critics of 
the Tide's choice over Big Ten champion 
Ohio State for the final playoff spot. 

It all worked to the tune of a 24-6 win in 
the playoff rematch with the Tigers. 
“The real challenge will be, can we du- 

plicate that kind of energy in this game,” 
Saban said. 

Prediction: Alabama 31, Georgia 17 

¢ 

“Curtis Compton/Atianta Journal-Constitution via AP 

Georgia tailbacks Nick Chubb, left, and Sony Michel celebrate on the sidelines during the fourth 

quarter of a 41-0 shutout over Tennessee on Sept. 30, in Knoxville. 

Running game will be difference 

for Georgia win over Tide 
By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — To win national champion- 
ships the old-school, SEC way, you must 
have a smothering defense packed with big 
plays and a strong kicking game. 
Most importantly, you must run the ball. 
Then run it some more. 
Georgia's running game is deeper and bet- 

ter than Alabama’s, by only a slight margin. 
That'll be the difference in Monday night's 
national championship game 

In 1980, Herschel Walker's decision to 
sign with Georgia laid the groundwork for 
a national title that year. Similarly, the 2017 
Bulldogs’ hopes turned on the decisions by 
tailbacks Nick Chubb and Sony Michel to 
put their NFL dreams on hold for a year and 
return for their senior seasons. 

The decisions by Chubb and Michel, as 
well as outside linebackers Lorenzo Carter 
and Davin Bellamy, all announced on the 
same December day in 2016, were crucial for 

coach Kirby Smart’s second season. Carter 
blocked a field goal and Michel had the win- 
ning touchdown run in the second overtime 
of last week's 54-48 Rose Bowl playoff 
semifinal win over Oklahoma. 
Chubb and Michel combined to run for 

326 yards against Oklahoma to become the 
most productive tandem in NCAA FBS 

Craig James. 
In 1980, Walker was a one-man running 

game. Chubb trails only Walker on the SEC's 
career rushing list, yet he has far more help 
than Walker every dreamed of. 
Chubb and Michel each topped 1,000 

yards this season — a first for Georgia — but 
to fully appreciate the depth of Georgia's 

attack, look below the seniors on the season 
stats. Freshman D’ Andre Swift has 603 yards 
rushing. Elijah Holyfield and Brian Herrien 
combined for 558. 

But this is not a one-dimensional team. 
Freshman quarterback Jake Fromm is far 
more than just a game . He has 
passed for 23 touchdowns and almost 2,400 
yards and he rarely makes mistakes. 
Fromm won his first start at Notre Dame, 

immediately supporting reviews from 
coaches and teammates that he has unusual 
poise, especially for a first-year player. That 
poise helped him throw two touchdown 
passes without an interception In the South- 
eastern Conference championship game, 
he threw two more in the Rose Bowl. 

man matchups for play-action passes, and 
receivers Javon Wims, Terry Godwin and 
Mecole Hardman have the skills to turn short 
passes into big gains. 

“They've got two great running backs, do a 
really good job with the play-action passes,” 
Alabama coach Nick Saban said. “Their 
quarterback has been very efficient and ef- 
fective. So the combination of the balance 
that they create with the running game and 

makes them very difficult to defend.” 
The defense is packed with NFL-bound 

talent, led by linebacker Roquan Smith. 
Rodrigo Blankenship has made 17 of 20 field 
goals, including an important 55-yarder to 
close the first half at the Rose Bowl. 

But it’s the running game that will deliver 
the championship. Michel ran for 181 yards 
and three touchdowns and Chubb added 145 
yards and two touchdowns against Okla- 
homa. 

Alabama’s Ridley, UGA receivers overshadowed in title game 
By John Zenor 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA (AP) — Ala- 
bama receiver Calvin Rid- 
ley is likely a first-round 
NFL draft pick regarded as 
one of the nation’s best at 
his position, but you might 
not have noticed watching 
the fourth-ranked Crim- 
son Tide's last couple of 
games. 
A run-oriented offense 

with a scrambling quarter- 
back doesn’t always throw 
the ball his way with the 
same regularity that other Butch DIWVAP file photo 

offenses target their best ajanama wide receiver Caivin Ridley (3) is tackled by Clemson 
receivers going into the linebacker James Skalski (47) in the first half of the Sugar Bowl 
national championship on Jan. 1 in New Orleans. 
game Monday night at 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium. ceiving yards, and none of and no touchdowns. 

Georgia's Javon Wims them will be in this game. Still, he’s the unques- 
and Terry Godwin are in Ridley is one deep ball tioned go-to guy when 

a similar situation, even if ~~ away from joining them Alabama’s passing game 
they're not as heralded. with 935 yards and four is clicking. Ridley leads 
And none are complain- touchdowns. He's regarded the team with 59 catches, 

ing. by some analysts as the top while no other wide out 
“I play for a champion- receiving prospect in the has more than 13. 

ship every year,” Ridley upcoming NFL draft. The other top options are 
said. “I'm very happy at “He's a great receiver,” mostly a trio of freshmen, 
this school. I know what Alabama quarterback Jalen Jerry Jeudy, Henry Ruggs 
I’m capable of and once Hurts said. “He makes III and DeVonta Smith. 
I do get those touches I'll plays, he knows how to Ridley still has the con- 
make it happen.” getopen, and he’s areally ~~ fident mind-set of any star 
The three receivers good player and a really receiver. 

enter the title game with hard player to stop.” “You just want to make 
two 100-yard receiving But Ridley hasn’t been plays and be able to domi- 
games between them, both targeted much in the past nate the game,” he said. “I 
courtesy of Ridley. Thirty two games, tallying just want to make it look good, 
FBS players have 1,000 re- seven catches for 77 yards do good and go out there 

and put fear in people’s 
heart to be scared to guard 

ia defensive 
coordinator Mel Tucker, 
a former Alabama assis- 
tant, is well aware of what 
Ridley can do when given 
the chance. 
“He's very explosive,” 

Tucker said. “He’s gotten 
better and better every 
season. So he runs excel- 
lent routes, he’s got great 
balance and body control, 
he can stop and start, he 
can make all the catches 
He can win outside, he 
can go across the middle, 
he can go deep, he does a 
really good job blocking, 
he’s very competitive as a 
blocker ... And we show 
our players that. So we 
know on he’s capable 
of doing and he’s a great 
player.” 
Georgia has a more 

balanced passing attack 
among its receiving corps, 
though the biggest offen- 
sive weapons for quarter- 
back Jake Fromm are the 
tailbacks. Wims, a junior 
college transfer who has 
gone from 17 catches as 
a junior to 44 this season, 
leads the way with 704 
yards but Godwin isn’t far 
behind with 591. Mecole 
Hardman has 338. 
“They both want to catch 

more balls as all of our 
wide receivers do,” Geor- 
gia offensive coordinator 
Jim Chaney said of Wims 
and Godwin. “When called 
upon they make plays, 
clutch plays.” 
Wims said he’s not wor- 

ried about trying to match 
Ridley in the game. 

“I understand that’s a 
very good football player,” 
he said. “He’s deserving 
of all the hype he gets. I'm 
more concerned with the 
team and if we’re winning 
that makes me happier than 
all the hype in the world.” 

Georgia relies heavily on 
the nation’s eighth-ranked 
running game led by Nick 
Chubb and Sony Michel. 
Alabama defensive back 

Minkah Fitzpatrick said 
the Tide defenders aren’t 
forgetting about Fromm 
and Georgia's receivers, 
though. 
“They set you up with 

the run game,” Fi 
said. “A lot of people sleep 
on ... Jake Fromm, his arm. 
But he has a really talented 
arm and he doesn’t turn the 
ball over a whole lot. 
“He does his job and he 

gets the ball to his receiv- 
ers downfield. And he has 
great receivers on the out- 
side. So, we’re not sleeping 
on it at all ... they make a 
whole lot of plays.” 
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South Florida 38, Teas Tech 34 ol Texas 33, Missouri 16 Seis prs oo i. 

Fort Worth Witwry Bowl Liberty Bow! A Enstvs. Wout, 2 . 
Army £2, Sen State 35 Annapolis. Md. A Torn. oo 

arent owt - Novy 49, Virginia 7 lows State 21, Memphis 

Appalachian State 34, Toledo 0 Fe. Li ‘Glendale Artz. Sg 
Ose. 24 Ohdstome Bute 0, Vighiy Ton Pann State 36, Washinglon 28 
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From 1C 

his two seasons at Ala- 
bama. “What am I going to 
gain from this play versus 
what can it cost us? He's a 
good risk-reward manager 
with the football, does a 
good job of protecting it in 
the pocket with two hands. 
He's a runner, too, so that 
there’s some times where 
he’s running through the 
line of scrimmage around 
the perimeter. 

“But obviously a huge 
component in terms of 
offensive football is doing 
a good job protecting the 
football.” 
With a pair of 1,100-yard 
rushers, Nick Chubb and 

behind him, Fromm has av- 
eraged just 18.5 passes per 
game. He's made the most 
of his chances, however, oti ly 64 per- 

cent for 2,383 yards, with 
23 touchdowns, only five 
interceptions and the SEC's 
top quarterback rating . 

Hurts is more of a dual 
threat than Fromm, ranking 
second on the Tide with 
808 yards rushing and eight 
TDs, but he hasn’t been. 
quite as efficient through 
the air. The Tide has relied 
heavily on one receiver 
(Calvin Ridley) and Hurts 
struggled a bit with his ac- 
curacy down the stretch. 

But, even though there's 
been some grumbling from 
Alabama fans, it’s hard to 
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Hubbell, Donohue pull off ice dancing upset over Shibutanis 
By Janie Mccauley 

Associated Press 
SAN JOSE, Calif. — 

With no time to return to the 
hotel after Sunday morn- 
ing’s practice, Madison 
Hubbell and Zachary Dono- 
hue found a quiet spot at a 
Whole Foods market near 
SAP Center to visualize and 
discuss their free dance for 
one of the final times. 

“Be present.” Do not 

Hubbell glanced down for a 
quick look at the gold medal 
around her neck. 

She might not have seen 
this surprising U.S. title 
coming a couple of days 

To submit an lem for West Texas Sports, 
please either fax, bring in, mal or emall your infor- 
‘mation in hard-copy form 10 the Reporter- Telegram 
Sports department. 

Please make your submission as detalled as 
possible, including dates of everts, deadlines, fees, 
age oe. 

bring your lism 10 the MAT, come 10201 E. 
Winois Ave. in Midland. To mall your information, 
send it 10 Reporter- Telegram, co Sports Depart- 
ment, 201 E finols Ave., Midland, TX 79701 

w 
Cost: individu! lessons $85 an hour or $40 for 

30 minutes. Bulk purchases & group lesson rates. 
available af discount. 

For mare info: Call (432) 425-6108 

and pitching instruction 
For mom ink: Gall Dany Jordan at 230-0006 

for instruction on mechanics and pitch selection in a 
one-on-one seting 

Pet and catching instruction 
ont Chapman 067.2384 

Bd ove. po 

lessons A 
coach Barry Russell at 206-2438 

Private BessbelvSoftbell 
For more info: Contact Extra innings 

Midland/Odessa at (432) 617-4487 or vist www. 
‘edrainnings-midiandodesss.com 

Facnd Liste Langue Umpires Nosded 
For more info: Contact 889-8080 

WTX Bessball 
What instruction for players § and up 
For more info: 

4130829 

Bashatonl 
Permian Basketball Association needs 

officiel 
For more info: Am Cox, 085-4143 or 553-3714 

YMCA needs basketball refershe 
For mor info: 682-2551 

‘Midiand Hoops 32 Basketball Skills Training 
Cost: $25 per session, one 10 wo people; $15 

Lanes 8040177 

Sunday. 
The team beat out two- 

time defending champion 
sibling tandem Maia and 
Alex Shibutani with a score 
of 197.12, edging the Shibu- 
tanis’ 196.93. 
Long afterward, an emo- 

tional Hubbell patted her red 
cheeks as a sign of just how 
much this means. 

She and Donohue, each 

For more info: Call AMF Lanes a 689-9725 

Reed's Super Bowl 
What Falliwinter leagues registration is cur- 

rently ongoing. 
For more info: Call 432-704-5385 

Rock n’ Bowl 
When: 8 pm.-1 am. Satwdays 
Where: Reed's Super Bowl, 3620 W. Wall St. 
Cost: $10-25 
For more info: Call Zoe Reed at 575-399-5241 

or Kevin Reed at 575-441-6646 

Color Pin Bowling 
Wher: 7:30 p.m. Fridays 
Where: Reed's Super Bowl 
Cost: $18 for three games. Cash prizes 

awarded. 
For more info: Call Zoe Reed at 575-399-5241 

Or Kevin Reed at 575-441-6646 

Ton Star All Star 
For whom: Boys and girls ages 10-19 
For more info: Call (704) 373-0873 for a 

Contact Coach Jon Lanier for clrics and les- 
midandcvistianschool org sons af jlanier®: 

Cycling 
Permian Basin Bicycle Assocition 

Mestings 
When: 7 pm. third Monday of every month 
‘Where: MCH Mission Fines, comer of 

Fling Footbal 
Needed 

What: The YMCA needs officials for Youth Flag 
Football games Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

For more info: Call 682-2551 

Footbell 
Pormien Basin Officials Chapter seeks 

officisle 
Note: Education and training wil be provided 
For more info: Call Terrell Pierce at 550-5004 or 

Jesse Mendaza at 432-254-8214 

26, should be headed to their 
first Olympics. Later Sun- 
day, a federation committee 
was set to decide the three 
duos named to the team go- 
ing to South Korea. 
“Before the free dance, 

Zach and I made an agree- 
ment that despite any marks, 
our win tonight would be 
to be present and not be 
distracted by the audience 

Tony Avelar/Associated Press 
Madison Hubbell, bottom, and Zachary Donahue perform during the free dance event at the U.S. 
Figure Skating Championships in on Sunday in San Jose, Calif. 

and all of their amazing sup- 
port and just keep it in our 
control,” Hubbell said, fight- 
ing tears. “So as soon as the 
music finished, we realized 
we already won in our mind, 
so that was kind of our mo- 
ment to let in everything and 
thank the audience for their 
support.” 

Striking in dark evening- 
wear costumes, Hubbell 

WEST TEXAS SPORTS 
For more info: Call John Riggs, 684-7008 or 

770-3156 

Private Martial ArvSeti-Defense Lessons 
For: Men-Women-Chidren 
What: Lean Basic Sidls to Advanced 

are available 
For more info: Call Master Oscar Jimenez, 

432-550-5008, ojmenez3 @ att.net 

Matthews Martial Arts 
Yvan: cra buon Trursoey :8 o.7 

Karate-Judo-Jujitsu-Kempo-KungF u 
For: Ages 3 and up 
Where: 3206 Cuthbert 
For more info: Contact Jason Matthews at 

488-7467 or 689-8444 

Miscellaneous 
Student-Athlete Sports Consultant 
For: Assisting high schoo! student athietes with 

academic-athietc 
For more info: Call Jacob Santilano & (915) 

240-1030 

Lome Star Poker League 
What: Free 10 play Texas Hold ‘em Poker 

tournaments. 

Wrestling 
School 

What resting school for all ages. 
Where: 404 E. 61st St, Otlessa. 
When: 7-10 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays; 26 

pm. Sundays 
Cost: $50 down; $35 
For oe i. Cat Fr, 70 770-7001, or Sam, 

349-3055 

Football Chub 
Ah Tamia m3 

pom. at Reyes-Mashbum Park 
——— 

Running 
Permian Basin Cd 
Cost: $20 per year for membership; 

$30 for per year for family membership 
For more info: Go 10 www pbruhingciub.com 

or email Shawn Halley, president at haleyshewn@ 
pbrunningciub.com 

Gazelies Training Group 
When: 6 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
For more info: Call Popcom Leonard at 512- 

762-1020 or 682-0988 

at 10 am; Third Sunday from 1 p.m. (Mandatory 
safety meeting at 12:30 p.m.) Also shoot on fifth 
Sunday on months that have them (begin at 1 p.m. 
and are no cost to the shooter); Mandatory safety 
meeting al 9:30 am. 

Where: Timberiine Ranch adjacent 0 Jake's 
Clays 

[For more info: Go 1 comanchetralishootists.ong 
or call Hoodoo Brown 682-1422 

sihouetie, 3 gun, practical pistol, skeet, ap 5 state 
a rin das. 

When: Members can access rifle and pistol 
ranges from sunrise to sunset seven days a week. 
Shotgun ranges open 11 am. unl dusk Wednes- 
day 10 Sunday 

For more info: Go 10 www.midlandshooters.com 

Soccer 
Permian Basin Soccer Association 
What: Registration for women's spring/summer 

season 
Where: Dunagan Park, located at comer of 

557-702 anytime or Josh Chavez at 236-6947 
after 630 pm. 

Midland Soccer Association 
For: Youth Recreational League Ages 4-18 
When: Spring/Fall Games 
Note: Also information on becoming a certified 

referee 
For more info: Register online at www.midland- 
$0C08r.com and go 10 432-684-5425 

Softball 
Midland Softball Association Tournament 

Now available al www.midiandsoftbal.com = 
For more info: call Tommy Hawkins at 520-9100 

Midland Men's Woodbst Fastpitch As- 
‘sociation 

For more info: Call 634-8474 or visit www. face- 
-Texas-Mens-Fastpiich or 

nn it 0 en 25 ris 
or backstroke 

For more info: Call 684-7755 

COM Water Agrobics Classes 

and Donohue skated to the 
bluesy “Across the Sky” 
in which their lifts were 
both lovely and sultry for 
a 118.02 score. They came 
into the free dance in second 
place after the short program 
Friday. 

“Six years of life experi- 
ence goes a long way. ... The 
steamy quality is something 
that just of happens,” 
Hubbell said. “We don’t try 
to be steamy, it’s just our 

After the awards ceremo- 
ny, Hubbell took her victory 
lap around the ice waving 
her flowers and showing off 
her championship hardware. 
The Shibutanis floated 

across the ice so light on 
their feet they appeared 
to not touch it at all, but 
didn’t receive marks from 
the judges high enough to 
make it three straight U.S. 
championships. Still, the 
brother-sister team all but 
locked up a trip to a second 
consecutive Olympics next 
month in Pyeongchang. 
In four delightful minutes, 
23-year-old Maia and Alex, 
26, proved to be a potential 
contender for the Olympic 
podium. As did Hubbell and 
Donohue. 
“Today we had a mis- 

said. “We are going to keep 

COM Masters Swimming 
What: Competitive or non-competitive program 

for adults of all ski levels: 
When: 5-8am., 11:45am. 10 1 pm. Monday 

Friday 
Cost: $40 per month (includes cardio training) 
For more info: Call 684-7755 

COM Diving Instruction 
Who: All ages and levels invited 
For more info: Call 684-7755 

COM Learn to Dive 
What: Learn basic sidlis for beginners then 

ding techniques and 
pen wf on nn 

or more nk Call 084.7755 

"COM Elite Dive Team 
What: Highest level of COM diving. Concen- 

trates on perfecting Olympic level sills, national 
and international travel 

For more info: Call 684-7755 

COM Competitive Swim Team 
Who: Try out for COM Swim Team. iryouts 

available by appointment 
‘What: Emphasizes stroke correction and par- 

Scipation in local and out of town competitive meets 
For more info: Call 684-7755 

COM Adult Conditioning 
What: Allows adult participation use of lop 

Slay wp pss a Was Nn 0 psc 

For more info: Call 684-7755 

COM Water Walking Class 
What: Unstructured, seli-paced class 
For more info: Call Tomy McAlister at 

684-7755 

COM Senior Fitness Class 
Who: Senior citizens that need help with physi- 

cal conditions resulting from injury, disease, Chronic 
conditions, advanced age, efc. 

[For more info: Ca Torey McAlister at 
684-7755 

Central YMCA Water Aerobics Classes 
When: Early moming, morming and evening 
For more info: Call Leaf Faller 682-2551 

Central YMCA Arthritis Water Exercise 
Classes 

When: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
For more info: Call Leaf Faller 682-2551 

Central YMCA Swimming Lessons 
Who: All ages and ability 
For more info: Call Leaf Faller 682-2551 

Contral YMCA Synchronized Swimming 
For. Ages 6 and up 

working hard, we have the 
time do so.” 

With an elegant per- 
formance exceptionally 
synchronized and skated 
to “Paradise.” the siblings 
clad in garnet red were so 
spot-on they appeared to 
be shadows of each other 
whenever separate across 
the ice at SAP Center. Their 
rotational lifts were an 
exceptional combination 
of speed and intricate step 
sequences that highlight a 
variety of twizzles in perfect 
unison. 

Despite posting the high- 
est score in the free dance at 
118.99, Madison Chock and 
Evan Bates were third over- 
all at 196.60. They skated to 
“Imagine” and also figure to 
make the Olympic squad. 

“I wouldn't say frustration 
as much as knowing what 
we need to work on,” Bates 
said of spending more time 
focused on the short dance 
over the next four weeks 
ahead of the Olympics. “The 
free dance in the last two 
competitions has been good 
and the results have been 
good. The short is where we 
are putting ourselves at a 
deficit and it was too much 
to overcome today.” 

For more information: Call Leaf Faller 682-2551 

For more info: Call 432-210-0611 or www. 
westiexastennis.com for more information 

Bush Tennis Center Clinics 
What Balloon Tennis 34 (ages 34). Redball 

58 (ages 5-8), Orange and Green Ball 910 (ages 
9-10); Junior Development (6th-8th grade. 
freshman-JV), Junior Select (varsity). RSR Aduts 
(adult beginners); intermediate Adults; 4 0-5 0 
Adults (advanced adults), Also Juror Team Tennes 

Where: Bush Tennis Center 
For more info: Visit www.bushtenniscentes com 

or cal, 620-8180 

USTA Team Tennis Adult Lesgues 

For more info: Sherry 620-8610 or Email www 
mdiandiennis @ aol.com 

Midland College Tennis 
What: Clinics, lessons, leagues. tournaments 
Where: Midland College Tennis Center 
For more info: Call 687-4046 

Midland College Tennis Club 
When: A community tennis chub 
Where: Midland College Tennis Center 
Annual Dues: Adults $65, youths $30, familes 

$140 
For more info: Call 563-1333 or emad mid- 

landtennisciub @aol com 

Midiand Women's Tennis Association 
Social women's doubles tennis, all levels 
When: 9 am. Tuesdays 
Where: Midland College 
For more info: Call 954-707-0622 or emedl 

jmaicolmtexas @ gmail.com. Or go 10 the Midland 
Women's Tennis Association Facebook page 

Midland Drought Uitmate Frisbee Cb 
What The Ciub plays weekly casual pick-up 

games on Monday {from 7 p.m. to dark) and Satur- 
day momings (from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m ) and offer 
occasional opportundies for toumey travel 

For ages: Males and females from the high 
school level to adult 

For more info: Go to www. 
bee.weebly.com or call Matt at 432-288-3139 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 
MI Troon 

Republic Services is looking for passionate, 
dedicated and focused individuals like you 

serving 14 million customers and over 2,700 
Sommunitics acrogs the United States. COL is required for all field personnel, competitive 

CT Equipment Operators 

Downhole Tool 

SERVICE CENTER SUPERVISOR 
TestAmerica 

Service Center Supervisor-TestAmerica-Midland TX. The 

Service Center Supervisor manages the service center and 

acts as a liaison between the laboratory and the local client 

base. The SCS is in charge of supervising the Service Center 

facility, supervising service center couriers, samplers and 

other personnel. The SCS will consistently act in the best 

interest of TestAmerica and exhibit professional behavior 

and pertormance with both internal and external clients. 

Apply Online at www.testamericainc.com 

Roto Rooter is now hiring for an Experienced 

Plumber & a Drain Cleaner. Good driving 

trecord, benefits available. Apply in person at 
1410 W. Carter between 8am-5pm 

Downhole Tool Service Technicans 

National Oilwell Varco 

Exp. Plumber & a Drain Cleaner 

Competitive pay and benefits. 
Apply in person or submit resume online at 
nov.com/careers or 8301 Groening Road, 

Odessa, TX. (Near the H & P'yard). 
© 432-563-1173 

now hiring 
Technicians. 



TOGAY'S COMICS SPONSORED BY 

The wiseman built his house on a rock 
Then he hired Hartman to roof it!!! ~“ROOFING® OOFING™ 

432-522-1117 All Types of Roof and Roof vepair ® Free Estimates \ontion this ad. and receive $300.00 
QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE Commercial ® Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!! www.HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more 

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 
AMAZING AYERR HAS | | MAyee Ts Because. HAVE TIME. , Xe T° riz diea-iy 0) I ee ld LETTERS GUARANTEE SOFAST? § | HOSPITAL BOARD, ’ ] 
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PARTY TONIGHT WITH ME'N' DEZ7 IT'S 
SOUFFLE LINGERIE, THE "ULTIMATE UNDIE! 

4 

WHO'S GOING TO HELP 
ME WITH THE DISHES? 
AeA AA 

YOU'RE OUT OF FOOD 
AND YOU'RE SURROUNDED 
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Level: 

H(z 
314] 

Complete the grid 
so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box 

SUPORU 
THE SAMURA\ OF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group 

| [2] [8a] 
| {31 [of | [2 
31 {|| 97 
Lid | 16 LT 

{in bold borders) 
contains every digit, 
1 to 9. For strategies 
on how to solve 

Sudoku, visit www. 
sudoku.org.uk 

SOLUTION TO 
SATURDAY'S PUZZLE 

4 

9] | Is] [7] [ | 
| eis] [4] | | | JZ 

© 2018 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved. 

DAILY CROSSWORD 
Edited By Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis 

DOWN 34 Never, in 48 Madame of 
1 Green gem 1 Two-faced Dortmund ySiCS 
5 Actress Greta 2 Fill with wonder 36 Little bit 49 Arouse, as 
10 Ponzi scheme, 3Completedthe 38 Bereavement interest 

for one task 39 Bump onabranch 50 Avoid capture by 
14Boyin“The Kite 4 Significant period 41 Like many 51 Surprise attacks 

Runner” 5 Steel-gray animated films ... 52 Good old days 
15 Toward the back metallic element and a hint to 53 Actress Sommer 
16 When tripled, a 6 Disney mermaid 21-,31-, 41- 54 Gumbo thickener 

1970 WWII film ~ 7 Country star and 52-Across ~~ 55 El __: weather 
17 Spanish “nothing” McEntire 42 Floral wreath * phenomenon 
18 Free, in France 8The 44 Remove from 56 Wanders 
19 Reddish-brown Shakespeare office restiessly 

horse 9 Pizza herb 45 Law, in Lille 60 Baby newt 
20 Israeli 10 Conflict 

HOVER T0 PRioLs PuzLE: submachine gun 11 Like much fall 
i weather 

12“ smell __" 
13 Lots of 
21 Daily news 

dock source 
25 Spaniel's 22 Coffee vessel 

welcome 
26 Indian-bom 

storekeeper on 
“The Simpsons” 

27 Bening of 
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME “American ; : Beauty’ IE HDEEE 

JJ Uj V1 Bi B by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek | , "oF oced NTH eho] [i]s 

one letter to each square, 

smartphone 
game release of 
2016 

to form four ordinary words. 

(0 O00 000 0X 
Saturday's 

WG DRG PR0L-OC NRG -) OPPTIL V-VO BRIG 20a) GENO. 
! So Mog, Ys Tan L014 than 

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: VOCAL RURAL FONDLY HAGGLE 
Answer: When the farmer criticized his neighbor's 

com crop, he got — AN EARFUL 

AETCRE 
GONTI 
TLAOL 
DREEAL 

CIICRT 
VNGEAER 
DTOETAL 
ERCART 

0000000 
@Sondcomments 1 TCA- £5 Mchign ve, Thin a, cage, L 80611 or DLoyaccom 

35 Half a bray 
36 Radio knob 

41 Similar set of 
individuals 

43 Reveal 
46 Help 
47 Negative 

connection 
48 Climbing plant 
52 Inland sea 

JENN dEEEE JEEE 
eos illl JEEEE JENN 
esavemedoreo | | | | J" | | | WE" [ [| 
66 Golf ball 

supports ©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 

WUZZLES 
WORD PUZZLES BY 

Each Wuzzle is a word riddle which 
creates a disguised word, phrase, name, 
place, saying, etc. For example, 
NOON GOOD = GOOD AFTERNOON 

3 WUZZLES BOOKLETS 
“The Best of Wuzzles” ($4.00), “More of the 
Best of Wuzzles” ($4.50), and “Wuzzles for 
Kids” ($4.25) are available, postpaid, from 
Wuzzles, Box 1141, Cedar Rapids, IA 52406 a 

1. 

Print Your Answers Here: 

JLT) CIITTITITITT] 
[(ITIIIITT] 

Today’s Answers: 
- Kempeouq ‘7 

yB1usaao saamesad urd) Moy | 

1-8 

Created by Tom Underwood © North America Syndicate, 2018 
WWW wuzzleking.com 
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Where you have it all 
Over 100 Merchants to Choose From « Odessa 
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mrtxcom/jobs 

Employment ads by: 

({ 432.682.6999 

QO 432.682.6222 

Oo mrtclassiieds@mrt.com 

SKILLED LABOR 

Welder/ Fabricator 
Immediate opening for shop welder/ fabricator must have a minimum 

3 years experience. Apply in person at 2710 SCR 1206, 
Midland, Texas 79706 between the hours of 8am- 2pm Mon.-Fri. 

TRANSPORTATION AND LOGISTICS 

DRIVER NEEDED 
St. Luke's Development Program ALT TH ar Truck Treaters 

We are currently hiring for foil part time positions. Must be 18 years of hy i yy en p Hazmat, Tankers & Class A COL 

age with a high school diploma or ts equivalency. We offer vacation, sick and : : ; Call Femando Linbe 432-536-0988 
personal time/401k/Heaith plan/paid holidays for full time positions. . 18 Wheel Drivers, need CDL 

in person at 3011'W. Kansas, Midland TX. 5 A Call Roman Hemandez 432-894-1416 

ENERGY AND UTILITIES Hy ¢ A a AY: Glave Cry OWgia com 

National ring 
Technicians. Competitive pay and benefits. Apply in person or 

submit resume online at nov.com/careers or 8301 Groening Road, 
Odessa, TX. (Near the H & P yard). 432-563-1173 

PLANT OPERATOR NEEDED IMMEDIATELY: Experience 
preferred but not required. Gas Plant knowledge is a plus. 
Location near Rankin Tx. Fax resume to (432)693-2132 or 

mall to Benedum Gas Plant, HC 34, Box 63, Midkiff, Tx 79755 

Male Specimen Collector Speci performed i artment includes processing and. 
Now hiring Male Specimen Collector. Please come by to apply at inde: : onl : aa, 

currently 

= ash in the 
EARNUPT0 |e 

on ei . Call 432-682-4113 for more [ | 

$500 PER WEEK! | ——— lassifieds 
Do you have EE er ts ri 
areliablecar fF 
with insurance 

and a phone?? 

Become an 
independent i 

contractor delivering 

the Midland 

Reporter-Telegram 

in the in the Midland, 

Odessa, Andrews, Stanton, 

and Big Spring areas. 

Please come by our office 

located at 201 E. Illinois 

and fill out a carrier 

information sheet. Oscar 

Ronquillo 432-687-9001 

We are willing to train and offer a competitive compensation and benefits 
package, guaranteed commission for three months and the opportunity to ad- 
Vance your career in an exciting, progressive I 
one of the fastest growing markets in Texas. 

If you want to join a GREAT TEAM and are ready to SUCCEED, please send 

a resume to: Cranderson @hearstnp.com 

"browse 

buy 
sell 

1f you want 10 join a GREAT TEAM and are realy io SUCCEED, please send 
@ resume to: Cranderson@hearstng.com 

Midland Reporter Tegra 

CLASSIFIEDS 

teson 432-682-6222 
} Fs { . b, 1 la BN aa A 

A sued. sud dd 
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Notice to Physicians and Providers: Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Texas, a Division of Health Care Service Corpora- 

tion (Blue EssentialsSM and Blue Advantage HMOS™) admin- 
isters individual practice association heaith maintenance 
organizations that arrange for the provision of both basic 
and supplemental health services to their members. Any 

physician or provider can make application to participate in 

the Blue Essentials and/or Blue Advantage HMO networks, 
at BCBSTX, 3300 N. A Street, Bidg. 8, Ste. 120, Midland, TX. 

79705 or Fax: 432-620-1428 from January 12, 2018, until 

January 31, 2018. 

NOTICE TO PHYSICIANS 
AND PROVIDERS 

Applications for participation in DentiCare, 
Inc.'s network of general and specialty 
dental commercial providers will be ac- 

cepted March 1, 2018 through March 20, 
2018. The networks included in the 

DentiCare, Inc. Health Maintenance Or- 
ganization are. DentiCare Commercial 
HMO and Advantage Commercial HMO. 
All applications will be reviewed and re- 

sponses will be made within 90 days of re- 

ceipt. To request an application, or for 

further information please write: Humana, 
Attention: Specialty Networks-Den, N19 

W24133 Riverwood Drive, Suite 100, 
Waukesha, WI 53188, or email your re- 

quest to dentairecruitment @ humana.com 

NOTICE TO PHYSICIANS 
AND PROVIDERS 

Humana Behavioral Health, Inc, a Health 
Maintenance Organization, located at 802 
N. Carancahua, Suite 300, Corpus Chris- 
ti, TX, 78401, will accept applications for 

the period beginning March 1, 2018, and 

ending March 20, 2018, from physicians 
and other health care providers who wish 

to become participating physicians or pro- 

wviders in their commercial provider net- 

works. The networks included in the 
Humana Behavioral Health, Inc. Health 
Maintenance Organization are: Austin 
HMOx, Corpus Christi HMOx, Houston 
HMOx, San Antonio HMOx, Waco HMOx 
and Texas Premier HMO. Applicants 

should go to the following website 
https //www_humanabehavioralhealth.com 

/providers/join-our-network/provider- 
interest-forms/ and complete the applica- 
ble interest form. Applicants must meet 

the credentialing criteria of Humana Be- 
havioral Health, Inc. for acceptance into 
their respective networks. Applicants will 

be notified in writing of acceptance or 
non-acceptance within 90 days after 

Humana Behavioral Health, inc. receives 
an application(s) for participation 

Notice to Physicians and Providers 
(per TAC § 11.1402) 

SHA. LLC. dba FirstCare, 12940 N 

Hwy 183, Austin, TX 78750, a basic 
health service, individual practice mode! 

health maintenance organization, will ac- 

cept written applications during the peri- 

od of February 1, 2018, through Febru- 
ary 20, 2018, from physicians and pro- 

viders who wish to participate in the 
FirstCare network. FirstCare offers serv- 
ices for the following products: STAR 
Medicaid and CHIP, Commercial and 
Federal Marketplace. Marketplace appli- 
cants must FirstCare's practice stand- 
ards and qualifications for acceptance 

Applicants will be notified in writing of ac- 
ceptance or non-acceptance within 90 
days after FirstCare receives an applica- 

be sent 10 the attention of the Provider 

RV trailer for rent, large 

space with fenced in 
gate. Green grass & 

trees Very clean, 

| come by and see 
| Ready by 1-1-18 Mid- 

land. 2505 WCR 140. 

432-218-6960 or 432- 

212-2866 

WANT TO rent a 25 or 

less travel trailer for 

through Feb 25th 

432-884-4675 

Merchandise 

Miscellaneous 

4-Sale 

Fender Super Reverb 

SN A741922 (19747) 

4 Fender speakers 

| proper tubes Jan-13 
litle use since then 

Good condition 

$975.00 Ph 432-631- 

| 8512 Midland 

| Guitar Amp Sivertace: | 

Amp repawred with|, 

the week of Feb 21st 

OAK, PECAN, Hickory 
| Mesquite, Pinon. 432- 

209-0416 or 325-762 

4262 

AKC STANDARD 

POODLE PUPPIES, 
TAILS SHOWCUT 
AND DEWCLAWS 
REMOVED, VET 

HEALTH CHECKED 
PARENTS ON SITE 

432-210-4006, 

432-212-7362 

EARRING FOUND at 
Ditards, Jan. 3rd. Call 
432-697-8631 10 1den- 

uty 

WORK WANTED 

20+ years bookkeeping 
expenence. Proficient 

with Quickbooks. 

Email 

pi bookkeeping @ 
yahoo.com 

References available 

FREON R12 WANTED 

Certified buyer pays CASH 
for cylinders & cans 

(312) 291-9169, refngerantfinders.com 

Real Estate 
Rental-Sale 

Roommates 

ROOMMATE WANTED 

$550. + $100 deposit, 
large Ste. own bath 
full privileges. Call 
601-764-8105 

Fax Your Ad 

662-699 

Contract fell through! 
BEAUTIFULLY RE- 

MODELED 3 bed- 
room 2 baths, 2 car 

garage, large back- 
yard. $169,000. Open 
house every Sunday 
2-4 until sold. 5121 

W. linols. 432-883- 
2243. No owner fi- 

nance! 

FOR SALE 17 acres in 
Nogal Canyon and a 
home with a spacious 

living area with a rock 
fireplace. Property al- 

so includes, a court- 

yard, guest house, 
bam, shop, two en- 

trances, fully fenced 

property. Seller will in- 

clude a 140 acre lot in 

Ancho with an accept- 

able offer for this 

Nogal, NM property 
$299,000 Please 

check out the -video: 

www.211nogalcanyon 

com Offered by Darien 

Ross Associate Brok- 
er Pinnacle Real Es- 
tate 931 Hwy 48 Alto, 
NM 88312 575-336- 

7711 Office 575-973- 

0117 cell 

FSBO 4 bedroom, 2 full 

baths. 1 3/4 bath and 
1/2 bath by heated 

pool and hot tub. 2507 

Belllechasse Ct. Mid- 
land. See pictures at 

Zitlow.com. Call 432- 
853-9080 for an ap- 
pontment to see. 

100% OF Minerals for 
sale Border & Dawson 

County. 360 acres. 
Call 940-399-6119 

GREAT 150 Acre 
Ranch near 
Chwistoval, paved 
road. $1,995 / Ac. Cait 
agent 512-656-3789, 
A&G Land Mgt. 

24.29 AC. N. OF SAN ANGELO IN COKE 
COUNTY. MESQUITE, CEDAR COVER. DEER, 

HOGS, QUAIL & DOVE. $3,334 DOWN, 
$552/MO. CALL/ VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR 

MORE INFO. 800-876-9720 
ranchenterprisesitd.com 

46.64 AC. VAL VERDE COUNTY, N. OF 
COMSTOCK. W. TX BRUSH COUNTRY. DEER, 
JAVELINA, TURKEY, QUAIL & DOVE. NEAR 
LAKE AMISTAD. $2,554 DOWN, $423/MO. 

CALL VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO 
866-286-0199 ranchenterprisesitd.com 

Classified 

GAN 
TO sur 

FOR LEASE w 
5 ACRES, FENCED 
2 AC CALICHED. 
$2350/MONTH 

JUST EAST OF MIDLAND 

432-664-7764 

© Kent County 
“11,155 ac, n. of Snyder, 4 houses, arena, 
800 ft. mtn, creek, lakes, Whitetail deer, r and 

“4,212 ac, Maveric Creek, canyons, whitetail and mule 
deer and quail " " $825/ac 
“1.771 ac. windmill, creek. blinds and feeders, great w- 

Classified 

CAN 
682-6222 

() mrtclassifieds@m 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 

CLASSIFIEDS 
sellittexas.com » 432-682-6222 

The Classifieds: 
Your Ticket to Local Finds 
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You can advertise your business 
for as little as $47.00 monthly. 

ALL IN one cleaning 
done right, also offer- 

ing private sitting, 
C.N.A. Nurse and rel- 

erences available 
Contact Segura at 
432-269-4580 

Cleaning Specialist 
Excellent references 

Get ready for the holi 

days! 432-861-8622 

ADVANCED BRICK 
DOCTOR, brick & 
mortar repair, All types 

of new construction 
specializing in block 

and brick fence. Steve 
Rickey. 432-853-2859. 

BRICK, BLOCK 

& Stone Work. 

45 years experience 
References. Max 
432-661-8899 

For all your concrete 

needs. driveways. 

sidewalks, new slabs 

house or garage addi- 

tions. Call Danny @ 

432-894-0702 

Electrica 

ALL YOUR electrical 

needs met. Call G&S 
Electric. 32 Years 

experience. 432-685- 

0858. Tec! # 22541 

LAING ELECTRIC 
432-413-5880 Li- 

censed and insured 

TECL 18544. Aways 

i appreciated! 

| 

rence: | 
ABC CONSTRUCTION 

Wood, chain link, 

block, gates & repairs 

are my specialty 

Native Midiander 

building since 1979 

Call Lonnie 432-528- 

| 5262 

AMH FENCING 
A rating on Angie's 

List. Residential 
fence, builder and 

fessional, and quick 
response. Local for 

12 years. 
432-254-9207 

Firewo 

ERIC’'S FIREWOOD 
1/4 cord $100, 1/2 
cord $200, full cord 

$400, stacked & 
delivered. Thank you 

432-934-6198 

c 

Total Handyman Serv- 
ices A through Z and 
total remodel and 

room addition by na- 

tive Midlander Manny 

Ribera (432) 967-3710 
mRiberaConstruction.c 

om 

Heat-A 

Conditio 

ELLIS & Sons Plumb- 

ing & Air Conditioning 

Sales & Service. Serv- 

ice all brands. 683- 

2679. TALCBO005482 

anti ng 

Wallpape 

CRC INTERIOR and 

Exterior Painting Re- 

modeling, fencing & 

| fabrication. Clayton R 
Cross. 432-770-6595 

1st ESTIMATE FREE. 

PAINTING, SHEET 
rock, repairs, fans 

electrical, plumbing, 

tile-floor & bath. Per- 

mian Maintenance 
432-697-5417 

PRECISION PAINTING 

FEMALE PAINTER 

Interior/exterior 

| residential. very 

professional, takes 
pride in her work, very 

dependable & 
affordable 

FREE Estimates 

432-250-4643 

Pool Renovation. Pool 

deck stone decor, 

overlay, copping, tile, 

waterfall & grando. By 

artist Manny Ribera 

native Midlander 432- 

967 3710 

mRiberaConstruction 

com 

Re 

Repair 

PAINTING, SHEET 
rock, repairs, fans 

electrical, plumbing 
tile-fioor & ‘bath. Per- 

mian Maintenance 

432-697-5417 

1odeling 

All Types of Roofing 
& Repairs. Fence 

Repairs, Metal roofs 

25 years 
experience. Free 

Estimates Call Juan, 
432-631-6861 

E
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A
N
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CERAMIC TILE work 

| ail types 57 years ex-| 

perience. Free est 
mates. 432-352-6509 

ee Mainte ¢ 

AFFORDABLE TREE 
shrub pruning, remov- 

al, sprinkler 

Licensed & 

Call Wiliams Tree 
Lawn Sprinkler 561-| 

8802, 638-6163. 

Professional Land- §} 
scape & TreeCare Ll 
Schedule your fall | 
feeding starting in 

Call (432) 561-9525 

APPLIANCE 
REPAIR SERVICE 

Freezers 

Free Service 

REPAIR 
and Parts for Refrigerators 

Stoves, Washers & Dryers 

Call with Repair. Free Removal 

Full Warranty, Very Affordable Prices 
M&M Appliances 

1007 N Midkiff, Midland Call 432-570-8278 

DAVID'S TREE & | 
LAWN SERVICE | 
Trimming trees & | 

hrubs, leaf clean ups. | 
mowing and more! 

Please call to make 
appointment | 

LEYVA LAWN CARE 
Trees & Lawns 

Professional & Efficient 

432-250-9470 

Free Estimates 

RAUL'S LAWN Serv 
Lawn mowing. | 

edging, shrub tnm | 

ming. Free estimates. | 

Reasonable. Call Raul 
@ 432-254-6384 
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Personal Services 

¥ MASSAGE & Bodywork 

by Henry v 
2401 N. Dixie in Odessa - 
4500 W. fllinois in Midland 

By Appointment only. 432-349-7811 

www. sportsmassageodessa.com 

£: 
2 THE HOWLIDAY INN DOG SUITES 

2008 N. Torrance Ave. Odessa, TX. 79761 
432-381-1949 - Javier Vigil 

w 
Classified 

GAN 
682-6222 

Attention Truckers!! 
The Burrito Lady is 
open from 6am-1pm 

Mon-Sat 
Fresh Made to Or- 

der Call in's Wel- 
come 

325-456-0156 

318 S Main St 
Eden, Tx 

B
e
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WATER TREATMENT 
Culligan of West Texas 

Residential & Commercial 

FREE WATER ANALYSIS 

563-2690 

s IN any area We buy hom ) 
in any condition. 

Call the Scott Williams 
Team of Realtors 
432-689-7770. 

PATIO CLEANING 
UPSCALE PATIO & CLEANING SERVICE 

Professional Patio. Window & Gutter 
Cleaning. will haut off old patio fumiture 

Spnng Clean Your Patio's Now 
Free estimate with an appointment 

Call Rick Sanders @ 432-296-0723 

email: upscalepatiocleaning @ gmail com 
web: www.upscalepatiociean.ng com 

You! Call 

432-682-6222 
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Honor Flight announces dates of next trip 
Permian Basin nonproft aims to send two flights 10 DC this year 

YOUR GUIDE TO EVENTS IN THE PERMIAN BASIN 

EEE WEEKENDER] 
et ps et 

et am. et 7 ow. 16 

DIGITAL MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional 
tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing 

MARKETING arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as 

SERVICES search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

MAGAZINE MRT Media Group has an extensive line of Magazine publications 
offering a variety of local content and specialized categories to fit all 

MARKETING your needs. We offer MRT Business Insider, Midland Magazine, Discover 

SERVICES Midland, MRT All American and MRT Oil Report. 

| PRINT MRT Media Group is a seven day a week paper offering a variety of 
local content and specialized categories to fit all your needs. We offer 

MARKETING Education, Health, The Weekender, Faith & Philanthropy, Oil and Gas 
SERVICES and Cultural sections. 

We don’t sell advertising, 
we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers 

and engage with them to grow your business! 

Local, Trustworthy, News At Your Finger Tips. 
Advertise - 432-687-8811 

mrt % com 

er Pn Mh a Stig ht nT ot dt at


