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Area economy posts 10th month of expansion
"These numbers look increasingly impressive,” economist says

By Mella McEwen

mmcewen@mrt.com

economist Karr Ingham, who prepares the
index for the Midland Development Corp

“We knew the general economy would
g0 up just based on the momentum of
what's going on in the oil and gas indus-
try, but these numbers look increasingly
impressive, he said.

Any negative numbers, such as the de-
cline in new housing permits, are now the
exception, not the rule, and won’t happen
often, he said

Ingham said the headline of the August
index 1s the area’s employment. He said
data provided by the Texas Workforce
Commuission has reflected only modest
year-over-year emplioyment growth.

“However, there 1s reason to believe
these numbers are once again understated  percent
and are lagging behind the actual trends in “That certainly makes mor:
payroll employment expansion,” he said the

He cited figures from the Dallas Federal
Reserve Bank., which calculates metro Please

MISD student
population
could jump by
10,000 in
next decade

By Stewart Doreen

politan area employment growth

and makes adjustments along the way

1o benchmark the estimates to quarterl
employment data hiled by emplovers

[ hese higures suggest Midland-Odessa ha

A “spring-loaded” recovery is in place
as the Midland-Odessa economy recov-
ers from the deep contraction fueled by a
plunge i1 0il prices and oil field activity.

The Midland-Odessa Regional Econom-
Ic Index posted its 10th consecutive month
of increase in August and 1s 6.5 percent
above August 2016 levels, said Amarillo

actual year-over-vear growth of about

9 percent rate of growth
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Don't expect 1o get
a break from local
tax elections in 2018
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Residential and commercial development west of Midiand as seen Friday night from Grande Communications Stadium The website WalletHub
has ranked Midiand as the fourth fastest-growing mid-sized city in the U.S. and as the fifth fastest-growing overall

WalletHub ranks Midland
fifth fastest-growing city
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By Mella McEwen

mmacewen@mrt.com

Midland’s economic growth 1s returning
to its high-flying ways.

The trajectory may be a little lower, but
Midland continues to rank high among the
nation’s fastest growing

cihes
WalletHub. the website specializing
in financial advice. conducted its annual

study of the growth of 515 U.S. cites over

the last seven years, and ranked Midland
fifth overall and fourth fastest-growing
mid-sized city.

WalletHub analyst Jill Gonzalez told the

Reporter- Telegram by email that Midland

R = o8 of Brow

The big number

voluntec:

are required for the
annual Texas-Sized
Garage Sale. Page 1E

You have to see the Abourt

50

Read the column on
Page 18.

AN \':‘lillf
v ————
| Vil

has impacted Midland sigmihicantly.

In 1ts study, WalletHub nses 15 key
metrics that range from populanon growth
to college-educated population growth to
unemployment rate decrease

While Midland ranked nifth overall and
fourth among mad-sized cities. 1t ranked
first in regional gross domestic product

Please see GROWING/SA
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the target range for the federal funds nity to rensinisce sbout his m _
rate for the first time since December amival in Midland and his S5 9 (S m"""’““'d
2008. This was an important milestone, career. . - 45
because between 2007 and | Fred Newman, recipient  ASia. yet consume only
December 2008, there had been 10 of the ' - mﬂmﬂ'w
decreases which shifted the target rate ogy Award, | workd's /. tive ._
| from 4.75% to essetially zero transferred to Midland lion people, 2 billion
m'l‘tuspmefttrcxpammwas in 1974 in  poverty and 1.2 AT
absolutely essential and, along with ﬂrgoalmﬂglﬁmllyahangcnmn said on his first well he met  Pillion live without |
similar actions by other major central etary policy in hopes that the economy clectricity.
banks, averted a global meltdown that continues to expand and hiring is In 2016, 17 million cars
would have made the Great Depression cncmme&.simemimumemploy- were sold in the U S,
look like a walk in the park. Beginning ..\ i< one of the Fed's statutory man- while 28 million were sold
in 2009, the Fed also began purchasing 4,00 However, the other component in China. Only 1 percent of
mortgage-backed securities and pursu- ¢ b Fed’s role is to keep inflation in all those cars were electric
ing multiple rounds of asset purchases.  heck and an overheated economy can or hybrid vehicles.
and total assets continued to nse, cause m escalation. The FOM . U.S. consum
reaching about $4.5 million in January been carefully watching the economy tion has remained flat for
2015. The merits of this portion of the to determine when to take the next 20 years |
Increase, or at least its magnitude, can step, balancing labor market condi- Since 2008, the U.S. has |
be legitimately debated. The downtum tions and business activity with signs cut carbon dioxide emis- g
was severe, the recovery was sluggish. of inflation several trillion more in assets than it from or how electricity or sions 20 percent. |
and Congress was mired in politics On September 20, the FOMC an- needs on a long-term basis. It is clearly | gasoline is made,” he told Keep in in the ground Jefir
and unable to act. On the other hand. nounced that. in October, the process a “Goldilocks™ situation — the change | the gathering. “They think  (means) them in —
monetary policy is not the best 100l 10 of balance sheet normalization would ~ must be not too fast and not too slow they know because they poverty,” he said, show- |
stimulate an economy in this situation begin. In announcing the decision, the — as excessive movement in either read it in the Times.” ing a map of a dark globe | s
Part F‘f the Federal O'Fr“ Market Fed Fliinied o L“ﬂntinu]ng strengthen- direction will be dISI'lm Unless | For cxmp]c‘ coal and mdjcatm_g where C'l!y ]lghl‘- | o
Committee's (FOMO) agenda duning ing in the labor market, rnising eco- there is a major shock to the economy, | oil continue to supply 60 are QIO‘W]I'IB "
this period was to drive down inter- NOMIC activity, improving business | think EI‘UWﬂ‘I will continue even with : percent of the world’s Energy dOt\ not end
est rates to encourage lending and investment, and expanding household the additional layer of normalization. | energy, he said. poverty, he said, but -M
stimulate the sluggish recovery of spending. Also, the fact that inflation And if it doesn’t, the Fed stands ready l He said that in the last poverty cannot be ended Mary
the US economy. Short-term interest remains below the target rate of 2% and willing to respond. It 1s back in its : decade. Russia. Saudi without energy, he said. - mdea
rates were reduced to virtually zero in was noted. While the devastation of wheelhouse, doing what it does best. ~ Arabia and China had Energy will play a role |
order to suimulate investment and kept  Hurricanes Harvey, Irma. and Maria " raised their oil production  in addressing such global W ASS
there for almost a decade, and uncon- has caused severe hardship, storm- Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President | 3 million barrels a day. In issues as population and | US
ventional policy measures were also related disruptions and rebuiding are and Chief Executive Officer of The | that same period, the U S. clean water, hezalth care | Bl‘ -
taken to trv to drive down longer-term viewed as unlikely to matenally alter Perryman Group (www.perryman- | raised its tion S mil- and education, hunger and | danin
interest rates the course of the national economy group.com). He also serves as Institute | lion barrels a day, with the  housing, immigration and |
If left in place too long, these over the medium term, although conds- Distinguished Professor of Economic | Permian Basin accounting  the status of women. @ SPC
extremely low interest rates and ac tons will be monitored closely T'heory and Method at the Internation- | for 2.5 million barrels a “It’s time to power the Oscar
commodative monetary policy would Given this view, the FOMC decided al Institute for Advanced Studies. | day. Half the nation’s oil people,” said. oleroy
- il - - WOl
Trump Twitter bombs and tiati o
ump Twitter bombs and a negotiating >
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By Steven Mufson,
Joshua Partlow and
Alan Freeman
Washineton Post

As nearly 700 officials
gather this week to discuss
overhauling the free-trade
agreement between the
Umited States. Mexico and
(anada, participants and
.mul}.m Say the negotia
nons are at an increasing
nsk of fatlure

President Donald
Irump’s Twatter bombs and
rhetoncal attacks on what
he calls the “worst deal ever
made and his administra
hon s vague and confusing
proposals have dismayed
(anada. which 1s now
explonng backup options
And they have infunated
Mexico ahead of a presi
dential election in which
voters are demanding that
their leaders stand up to the
United States

If othcials cannot make
MOTE Progress in revis
ing the North Amernican
Free Trade Agreement
this week — the meetings
in Washington starting
Wednesday are the fourth
of seven scheduled rounds
of negotiation — the odds
of reaching a deal will fall
even further. That would
give an opening to Trump
o exit the agreement. a
move that could disrupt the
North American economy

Thas could be the decisive
week. Canadian Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau flies

to Washington on Tuesday
for a meeting with Trump
about the negotiations and

will then flv 10 Mexuico to
update President Ennque
Pefia Niweto. Meanwhile.

lead to inflation and other threats to the

are
follow
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set forth in September

standoff: How NAFTA talks could fail

uncertamty and discourag-
ing the international invest-
ment NAFTA was meant to

the U.S negotiating team promofe.
1s expected to finally reveal And Trump's team has
its hand at the fourth round  talked of wiping out bilat-

of talks

But there are growing

eral trade deficits — a move
that trade experts call “eco-

risks that the U S negotiat- nomic nonsense” and one
Ing stance could underesti- that could be a red line for
mate the limits of Mexican Pefia Nieto, who i1s womed
and Canadian leaders about being seen as bowing
and inadvertently wreck to Trump on unreasonable
the accord. “"We re h&'lng demands.

faced witha U S. set of
demands that 1s framed by
an ‘America hirst perspec-
tuve, Lawrence Herman, a
[oronto trade lawvyer, sand.
“That colors the NCRO-

llathons 1n a very negative
way.

hose who beheve that
[rump wants NAFTA to
fa1l think he may plant
poison pills so unpalatable
that Mexico, which has a
presidential election next
July, might withdraw on its
own. Others behieve Trump
1s fulminating as a bargain
'ng ploy

“I thank failure 1s an
option, saad C. Fred
Bergsten. a veteran trade
expert and semor fellow al
the Peterson Institute for
International Economucs
‘It depends on whether
the Trump people follow
through on their rhetoric.

Although Trump has
blasted NAFTA. he has not
yet submitted the formal
six-months  notice required
to pull out of the treaty
Instead, his admimistration
has floated the 1dea of a
“sunset clause” that could
terminate the agreement
after five years, u.:reaﬂng

One source of uncer-
tainty and frustration in
Canada and Mexico is that
the Trump administration
has not yet made concrete
proposals on the most con-
tentious issues — although
these may be coming at the
'ourth round in Washington

'hey include “rules of

ngin, or the percentage of
parts that must be made n
North America for a prod-
it to qualify for free-trade
status: language on how

to settle disputes affecting
toreign mvestors. changing
Mexican labor standards.
and Trump s stated goal of
reducing LU.S. hilateral trade
dencits

Robert Lighthizer, the
LS. trade representative,
has also blamed some of the
problems with the talks on
a “whole complicated pro-
cess  that requires negotia-
tors to clear pﬂ&l“ﬂn"\ with
members of Congress and
officials at other agencies.

I'he delay might also
reflect disagreements within
the rump admimistration.
Lighthizer, who is seen as
solidifying his control over
trade policy, 1s considered
more aggressive about

overhauling NAFTA than

1s Gary Cohn, head of
Trump's National Eco-
probably falls in the middle. o | NG 18 troubies rex
hawk who initially had his - Theco | resxents
was moved last month to "
Cohn’s staff, with less di-
rect access to the presi

In Mexico,
people are in favor” of
striking a deal, said Jorge
Gnlj.do. formerly Mexi-
co’s ambassador to China
and now a senior director
at McLarty Associates.
“But that doesn’t play well
politically.” He added, “The
mood is set in Mexico for
the president to pull out, to
call his negotiators back to
Mexico City.”

Kurt Honold, president
of the Tyuana chapter of
Mexico's Business Coordi-
nating Council, a coalition
that advises the country’s
NAFTA negotiating team,
agrees. “| think the moment
could come when you say,
fine, we have a lot of op-
portunities elsewhere, and
the biggest losers will be
the United States.” Hon-
old said. “The only thing

P e e v-*ﬁ E
!Hr;ﬂ* e by 20 ﬂ’l :

“‘l“

Source: The Associated Press

- SEPTEMBER 15.29

4703 Andrews Highway Commercial AGCiion
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October 14th & 15th

6pm — Sun. - 12pm - Spm

Commumity Center & Historic Downtown Streets

Stanton, Texas
(20 Miles East Of Midiand)

* Fine Arts
* Tradin’ Lot
* Entertainment
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But | will sing of your strength.
Yes, | will sing aloud of your loving
kindness in the momning. For you have
been my high tower, a refuge in the day
of my distress. To you, my strength,

| will sing praises. For God is my high
- tower, h“dwm »
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Trump 1s doing is 1solating
hlm.ﬁCIthW("'d-" ® & & 5 5 5 PP
Some of Pefia Nieto's '
advisers, notably Foreign .
Mimister Luis Videgaray, .
believe that Trump adviser -
and son-in-law Jared Kush- X
ner will persuade Trump to
accept a moderate NAFTA : SI
revision. Others, such as o :
Economy Minister [lde- .
fonso Glm. are said 1o » |
be more pessimistic :
a !
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pm.,
oS Ave:
@ Mare!
Figueroa, Los
Bravos de
Haclenda
Highway 191. $50.
com.
Tuesday
Tales and Trails: Lots of Legs!
This free, interactive story
i geared for children 210 4, 10am.,,
Sibley Nature Center, 1307 E. Wadley
Ave. Halloween costumes encour-
 ATYOURSERVICE | a9ed sbieynaturecontecor L ™
James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram
sum
fiat for ; e Young Lee fans look on during the game against Amarillo Tascosa on Friday at
U.S. has | 432-682-5311 1310 N. Farm-to-Market Road 1788 Grande Communlcatlons Stad".lm
emis- _ $35 1o $65. wagnernoel.com
| PUBLISHF O#. CASI- and IBCA-sanctioned B Oid Sorehead Trade Days County Road 122. Odessa bbbsmid- 8 Greenwood ISD
| Thursday event, 5 p.m., American Legion, 9 am.-6 p.m., downtown Stanton and org 7-30 p.m. Monday
;]:Uund mq Shabram 687-8880 Cm 4 Kids with the Tm 501 Veterans m Lane Benefits stantontex.com nstance Learning Cemear (rear
how- | benefiting 3:11 Ministries. 7 pm., La Good Feel Good Shop. $25-§150 Fair will feature giveaways. a bike 2700 Farm-to-Market Road 1379
¢ globe NEWSROOM Hacienda, 12600 State Highway 191 .com. rodeo, CPR instruction, umpers B Commissioners’ Court @ City Council
ity lights W EDITOR haciendamidiand com Kids Que will be held in and refreshments, 2 p.m_, Midland 9 am. Monday 10 a.m. Tuesday
mom.l:ﬂm : ' M“ H‘. M w Mmmm{ﬂ Em Ff“ aum,ﬁ“’f mmm m N L Orams #-,-E.
end | Saving True Pairs clay shoot, 9am-  hosted by Midiand Meat Co., 5:45 @ Wildcatters Ball with Wade 500 N. Loraine Ave B Commissioners' Court
It B MANAGING EDITOR ; 3:30 pm., Jaks's Clays, 13301 FM- p.m. American Legion, 501 Veterans Sowen and The Stateline Band & MISD 3:30 pm Wednesday
»nded ' Mary Dearen 687-8852 - 1379. §250. pinkthebasin.com Airpark Lane Age categories are 5-10  The event benefits Big Brothers Big 5:30 p.m. Monday Midiand County Courthouse
said B3 diuet=eco Sy B The 17th annual Breast Cancer  and 11-16. patsyscookolf.com Sisters of Midiand. 7 p.m_, Rolling Bowie Fine Arts Academy awahary courtroom
role | ; Awareness Chill and Bar-8-Que Cook Saturday 7s Ranch Event Center, 11700 W 805 Elk 500 N Loraine Ave
global I ASSISTANT - —— e
MANAGING EDITOR - —
o BUSINESS & OIL Lottery Weather Ferecast for Sunday. October 8. 2017
ger and - Trevor Hawes 687-8854 P
. 8147
on and | I—— PIck 9 aving: 890 PORDIRSR: 10-49-61-63-65 Saturday’s temperatures Y
n | Pick 3 day: 6-0-9 BB: 7 Power Play: 2 Hioh 21 N
| '@ SPORTS EDITOR Pick 3 evening: 6-2-1 Lotto Texas: 2-12-28-31-32-42 NPiacssavses raesnnsses PP
er the Oscar _ Low ......... .57 e A
LeRoy 687-8809 Pick 3 night: 4-2-2 All or Nothing morning: 14 : | " r 85/62
oleroy @mrt.com | Dailly 4 moming: 3-8-6-7 56-8-12-15-16-17-20-21-23 Normal high X1 s ds
; Daily 4 day: 5664 Al or Nothing day: 1-24-7- Normal low ......... 535 - -
W OIL EDITOR | a:m&m 10-11-14-15-19-22-23-24 Midtanc < |
Melia McEwen 687-8860 ight: 5-8-2-7 All or Nothing evening: 1-4-6-
e oun Cash Five: 3.13-15-19:25 7810-13-14-15-17-19-23 g“' r',""':g 2 & tang £l pane N
. Triple Chance: 8-17-18-20-21- Al or Nothing night: 3-4-6-5- M‘h"% A : so/64 : h
8 PHOTO EDITOR 24-32-37-45-54 10-12-14-16-17-18-20-24 Rmrﬂ lo*_; 38 set in 1976 LS
T B 7.8873 repeated 1n 2000 N e -
thscher@mrt.com “ : - 91/71
® FEATURES EDITOR TheRenorter- Friday ... 0.00 in s
Rich Lopez 687-8859 . port Saturday 0.00 in oy
yriopez @mrt.com elegram Month total race S " -
| Year total .. 16.81 in e - Y
B ONLINE EDITOR Normal total
 Mercedes Cordero 687-8850 (year to date) 12.04 1n
mcordero@ mrt.com '
C[RCULATION \ViM . 91 b Low: 6. f"lr"l" toni1g ht
8 CUSTOMER SERVICE | speed: 2| mp Conditions: Sunny 1oday Chance of rain: None
| Gust speed: 27 mph + ULy T . o
Se-3nee clear tonight Sunrise 4
B DIRECTOR Winds: Southwest 5-10 yunset 24 p.m
Sharon Heckler 687-8829 High: 92 mph today/southwest ()
sheckler@mrt com - S S B
ADVERTISING | )
@ ADVERTISING DIRECTOR JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
Adrianne Hrebicek 687-88) |
The stars show the kind of day vou'll have: S-dynamic; 4-positive: 3-average: 2-so-s difficulr
B SALES MANAGER
Chad Anderson 687-881 1 Note: Bl'ﬂfi! Stars is based AR Y Your smile seems ‘TRG() f‘u’ Z_Lm 22) YOou n"!:h[ fteel a it hhnancial i reel even o
cranderson@mrt.com on the degree of your sun at to save the moment, if not the AR R AR Reach omt to oth- strapped. or as if vou would hike u have up unt :
birth. The sign name is simply day. You might prefer to have a ers. Refuse to stand on ceremony (0 have others contnbute 1o the AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feh
RETAIL ADS a label astrologers put on a set conversation rather than a quar- with someone. Once you dis- cost. Just ask. Tomight: Allow 18
682-5311 ext 4 of degrees for convenience. For rel Know that a solution can be tance yourself from the situatbon. the party to go on. This Week: dhddd aild B

CLASSIFIED ADS o the dates following each sign. 10 a personal issue. Express re of a loved one who usuall
6999 | your willingness to negotiate from. Accept differences of not available or around Make
iﬁ;ﬁm L‘IH'I:.” | A baby bom today has a » Let someone else pick opimion, and pressure will case SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 nme for Ihti nerson. even 1f i
' ' Sunm in Libra and a Moon in up the tab. This Week: Others fiLTo#t: Out on the town Dec. 21) neans changing vour plans
PRODUCTION | [wwifbombefore8:44pm.  wantto please you Week: Your ability to * %% You could feel down 4 onpoinene comeone else Re
- Afterward, the Moon will be in communicate seems much more r a hittle uptight. As a resull o with the moment Tonight:
@ DIRECTOR Gemini. GEMINI (May Z1-June 20)  appealing vou might prefer to go off by Do Bl flast: thid Bacidk
John Maddox 6878844 *% You could feel off when vourself, spend some time at the his Week: You mieht de
jmaddox @mrt.com HAPPY BIRTHDAY for you wake up. You are very likel LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) gym and/or get into a favorite T Pl g?
Sunday, Oct. 8, 2017: 1o roll over and give in to more i You mught find 1 pastime. A fnend will make ‘
FREQUENTLY This year you express a sleep. Resting up and relaxing difficult to get going and/or )oin - point of seeking you out. make PISCES (Feh. 19-March 20)
ASKED . preference 1o relate more deeply will prove to be a wise decision. y group of fnends. Even 1f you 5‘}‘1"" to visit this person soor Srterofrent .4
Ql]mons 10 others on a one-on-one level Late today. you might get a need to change your plans. make Tonight: Be responsive This By o | '” B ' Lty
| You find that you gain a better sneak peek of what the next this day about spending time Week: You have a lot of ground i o 7 T i
| understanding of people this few days offer. Tonight: Make with a loved one without having 10 cover ,": meght be daificult at bes
‘ : [This person might want to go ou
| way. lf you are m‘ you the most of the moment. m dlm‘ It is "“p”ﬂ‘““ a . : * g G0 something a ':t‘ﬂﬂlfl‘l \
| Press : quickly will be able to tell Week: Frniends and loved ones spend quality “m"',“uh this CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. L _".,h e A A " h;
- whether someone 1s senous follow vour lead person. Tomight: Play it low 9) the S N e
about you | key. This Week: Expect to b w %% You could feel as 1 e TECHEES. - TURChY. s YO Wi
You could meet the nght per- CANCER (June 21-July 22) reWarded in the near future 10 YOu are forgetting y our pnon ve happeer 2 t Tonight:
son this year. If you are attached, *xw¥ You maght push for job well done hies, as you mught be so enter VIGie 2 4pecial meal & home
IR the rw(f)'w sometimes have a change of pace or decide to do taaned by a child or new fnend Phis Week: Yo ¢ the abaiin
! difficulty saying omething very different SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)  Somecne at a distance seeks 10 understand others hett
® ' What you want ng very & . You TR % You need to make an vou out, and th wn maght
. Try to get over these periods, as il enjoy yourself no matter o ooy oo .
- it i‘ llm ‘om Whﬂ \‘Fﬂ.l. &1 mt' m 3 L'tfm o llmh bm '“'-'“h l.f\ Pt Il'w lhﬂ M or she has not M)R\ I(‘l}"\
-. \{mmc}mm < ol tﬂmm !WIFWM]H'\&.’ hCIder}rm Bf‘-.’"hlﬂ .lfhi ACThoY .\ILL.( annon « |'YSL))
- vou ol P '“:“ E}I“ the ot : and ones. Gather everyone together apologize. Tomight: Be more actor Chevy Chase (1943), g
L y CUS"I'OMER : .ghym pasty respect his or her {m tor an edy dinner or movie childitke. This Week: You will tanst Johnny Ramone ( 1948
" SERVICEHOURS = Tonight: Go for a good night's
. Monduy-Frigey: § a.m & b | ARIES (March 21-April 19)  sleep. This Week: Your work- c oo S EA So
e - Tam 0am ' T ® You might be load could become a lot heavier. L N
i .
. | ham not anved withdrawn or tired. Someone at > P
& | ans rehoa a distance could be difficult and/ LEO (July 23-Aung. 22) j RUN.N(—‘ & SHAP'NG
B - or and hold you up. waw All eyes follow you.
'. e we w ¥ gl You’ “Mbmm Understand that vour sense of
. | pay A pumwutbnf::nnth direction might be necessary to
' o mood. Once you yourself complete plans. Check in with
'. | off and emjoy yourself an older relative or fmend. A TD pRUNE AND
-. ; %ﬂm responsibihty calls, and you can- |
s | This : You could witness not avosd . A child 'YBUR m S
9 ® | financial change in the next few might feel neglected. A s o
- weeks. Lighten up the moment. ) » ;
e Week: Pressure builds around |
o' TAURUS (April 20-May 20)  your home.
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best resuits, readers showld refer

found, especially one relating

you |l gamn a new perspective on
where the other party 1s coming

You enter one of your luckiest
penods beginmng [ uesda
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Health officials watching

mosquitoes after Harvey

By Jamie Stengle

Associated Press

“It looks like they've goften pretty good
results,” said health chparmrm spokesman

Chris Van Deusen, adding, ' llupcfully it

DALLAS — Health officials in Texas
will be on watch in coming weeks for anv
increases in mosquito-bome diseases inc!ud-
ing the West Nile and Zika viruses after
Harvey's heavy rains and flooding brought
water that filled and ditches and crept
into trash and

“We're not out of the woods. | still think
we don’t really know what we're going to
see, so that's why we've got to monitor it,”
said Dr. Peter Hotez, dean of the National
School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston. ““The next
month is going to be the critical time.” he
added.

Officials are hopeful, though, that acnal
and ground spraying done after Hurricane
Harvey made landfall on Aug. 25 will help
ensure that don’t swell. The
Texas of State Health Services
said more than 7 million acres were sprayed
by plane across areas inundated from

Harvey. else.

GRowING

From 1A N and 109th in job growth
“Midland’s GDP has
growth, seventh in working-  grown by 7.68 percent over
dge population growth, 14th  the last seven years,” Gonza
in population growth, 19th lez. “As this is a quantitative
in growth of number of busi- report, we did not analyze
nesses, 27th in poverty rate  attributions beyond that
decrease, 79th in median data.”
household income growth And even though Midland

will prevent any kind of uptick.”
Of particular concern is West Nile. Texas

trails only California this year in the number
of cases of the virus, which is transmitted
from infected birds to humans by the com-
mon Culex mosquito. Most people don’t de-
is that piled up. velop any symptoms, but those who do may
have fever, headache, vomiting and diarrhea
In rare cases, people develop severe illnesses
such as encephalitis and meningitis, which
can be deadly. Texas has had at least 100 hu
man cases this soar, including three deaths
While there's currently no evidence of
ongoing transmission of mosquito-borne
diseases including Zika, dengue or chikun-
gunya in Texas — all three spread by the
Aedes aegypti mosquito — officials are
watching on guard for any emergence. That
could happen if someone who had traveled
to a place with active cases got the disease.
returned to Texas and was bitten by a mos-
quito that 1n tum bites and infects someone

ranked 109th in terms of job
growth among the 515 cities
analvzed, she said that was
well above average, 2.5 per
cent growth in the last hve
years. “Again, this was
quantitative.

For the full report, please
visit: hitp:/oatly/1 QJPIIA

—

the current Texas Work -
force Commission esti-
mates,” he said. “The rapid
decline in the unemploy-
ment rate makes perfect
sense, of course, falling
10 3.7 percent in August

mputdtniapercentin

Ame t cmplov

ment in M -Odessa
was 1.9 percent highur than
the previous August, Mid-
land showed a 2.1 percent
growth rate or 1,800 jobs
added, since last August
2016.

Retail spending in
August was the highest in
three years and is up 30 4
percent above last August.
Year-to-date spending is up
10.9 percent compared to

' the previous year.

in Midland, retail

| spending was 25.2 percent

higher than the previous

August and is up 4.2 per-
cent so far this year over
last year.

Automotive spending
set a new record for the
month of August, leaping
41.3 percent above August
2016, while year-to-date
spending is up 24.1 percent
compared to last year

In Midland, automo-
tive spending was up 37 8
percent over last August
and 1s up 28.6 percent so

From 1A

than 21,000

A demographic study
from 2012 showed student
population at MISD was
between a medium growth
ine (1.75 percent) and
high growth lne (2.5
yercent) over the past five
Vears

Today's presentation
1s likely to be the first of
many presented before
the board. Agenda item
documents show a request
1o form a “district facility
master planning
commitiee.

Also needing to be up
dated are an existing build
Ing capacity study and a
study of possible junior

the practice of Dr. Anjana Rastogi, MD, who specializes
in preventative and integrative medicine. Phil attended
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center and 1S
certified through the American Academy of Nurse
Practitioners. Phil draws experience from his many
years in medical-surgical, intensive care, emergency,
and rehabilitation care and treatment; holding current
BLS ACLS, and PALS certifications

SIMC provides a range of services
in the following areas:

far this year from the first
eight months of 2016.

The valuation of all
building contin-
ues 1o economic
recovery, Ingham said,
with Auﬁwﬂls up 53.2
percent last August,
while year-to-date totals

25.1 percent.

in Midland, August
valuations were 5.8 percent
higher, while year-to-date
valuations are 10.4 percent
above year-ago levels.

The only negative in the
August index was for new
housing permits, which fell
10 permits — or 9 percent
— o lOlsofmm 111 last
A . 50 far this year,
Mm and Odessa have
issued 994 new housing
permits, up 41 percent
from 705 last year, which
1s a record high.

Midland issued 59 new
housing permits, down
30.6 percent from the 85
issued last August. The
city has issued 608 new
housing permits so far
this year, up 45.8 percent
from 417 in the first eight
months of 2016.

Residential acti\'it} also
continues to set records,
Ingham said. There were
365 existing homes sold
in August, up 12.7 percent
from 324 last August. So
far this year, 2,729 new
homes have been sold. up

high boundary adjustments
and building capacity op-
portunities, according (o
MISD documents

An update of the current
jumior high schools show
two jumior highs currently
exceed capacity. Goddard
Jumor High has 1,221
students; official capac
ity 1s 1,000, according to
the district. Abell Junior
High has a 1,02]-student
population — 21 students
over capacity. Meanwhile,
San Jacinto Jumor High
shows a student pupula-
tion of 697 the capac-
ity 1s 8300. Alamo Jumor
High appears to have the
most room for additional
students with a student
population of 726 and a

Phil Claybrooke. Family Nurse Practitioner

Call our office today to learn morel

Formerly “Family Wellness Center”

HOURS

Monday-Friday 9am to 5pm

5813 W Wadley Ave.
Midland, TX 7
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432.570.0052
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27.1 percent from 2,147
last year. The August aver-
age sales price of $255,873
isup 2.2 from
$250.455 last August. The
year-to-date average sales
pliccof$2578081su?64
percent from last year

average of $242.336.

In Midland, there were
249 homes sold, up 23.9
percent from 201 last
A:gusl There have been

2 homes sold so far
this year, up 33.8 percent
from 1,399 last year. The
August average sales price
fell, with the $283,959
down 4.3 percent from
last August’s average of
$296,617. The year-to-
date average of $289.914
1S up 5.5 percent from the
$274 859 averaged in the
first eight months of 2016

Midland and Odessa
also continue to draw
significant outside dollars
through travel, Ingham
said.

The August hotel-mote!
tax collections were up
51.8 percent and are up
12.1 percent so0 far this
year. In Midland, hotel-
motel tax collections were
up 43.5 percent and are
up 5.2 percent so far this
year. Airline boardings
in August leaped 19.9
percent above last August
to 44,035 and are up 109
percent so far this year

capacity of 930

The seventh- and eighth
grade population at Mid
land ISD has increased
from 3,073 to 3,676 in the
last 10 years, according to
MISD statistics. Based on
2.5 percent growth, that
number could increase 1o
5,462

Elementary schools have
grown by more than 3,00
students over the past
decade from | ], 23K
students to 14,340 A
the freshman high school
level, the populatior
increased from |.747 1
2057. In the 10th to |2th
grades. student population
increased from 4,177
4,702 duning the last 10
ycars
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By Morgan Smith
Texas Tribune

After Hurricane Harvey dumped up to
50 inches of rain on parts of southeast
Texas and caused historic ﬂoodin an nut-

pouring of financial s T
to Hmcy-mlated

contributions has fi
causes.

Almost a month and a half later, flood-
waters have receded, leaving Texans in
39 counties to clean up rotting debris and
destroyed homes.

An estimated |, 100 people remained in
eight different emergency shelters around
the state earlier this week, and 62,304
Texas residents are still hiving in FEMA -
paid hotel rooms.

Two weeks after the category 4 storm
made landfall, Congress approved a $15
billion federal aid package.

And donors have given hundreds of
millions more to the Red Cross and a host
of Harvey relief funds: one started by
Houston Texans star JJ Watt has pulled
in $27 million, while the Rebuild Texas
Fund, spearheaded by the Michael and
Susan Dell Foundation, has raised $70.7
milhon.

“We are in that period where everyone
1S saying nice things and patting every-
one on the back saying we understand
your pain, we understand your needs, and
sooner or later that's going to get back to
dollars and how those are spent,” Harris
County Judge Ed Emmett said at a recent
legislative appropriations meeting.

So how exactly is that money being
used’ Here's an overview of what's been
spent at the state and federal level — and
what nasn’t

$15 BILLION
FEDERAL FUNDING

While lawmakers are expected to ap-
prove more money for disaster relief —
[exas leaders Thursday requested another
$18.7 billion — the state won’t get the
full $15 billion because the money will be
divided among the states and territories hit
by hurmmcanes Harvey. I'rma and Mana

About half of the money has gone to
FEMA. which generally helps disaster
victims take care of more short-term needs
like food, water, medical care and tempo-
rary housing

So far the agency has spent $886.6
million on assistance for Texans affected
by Harvey, including $683.2 million on
housing-related expenses — help paying
rent, essential home repairs and some per
sonal property replacement — and $203 4
million on “other needs assistance  that
inCludes hotel rooms and $500 stipends
tor displaced people

I'he agency has also approved an addi-
tional $327 8 million to local governments
that have requested help rfhtnhhng infra
structure like roads, brnidges and levies

I'he other half of the federal relief
money flows through the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development to
help finance long-term rebuilding. It's In
tended to hll in the gaps after individuals
w government agencies have exhausted all
sther sources of relet

"We are the long-haul type respond
INg agency. we aren t the first responder
sard Brnian Sullivan. a spokesman for the
lepartment

None of the $7 4 billion the department
has received from Congress has amved
in Texas yet. and 1t will be a while until
it does because of a L:.*I'H[‘ht ated PIOCCSS

(;AILVESTON
Man charged in teen's
death after crash while

STATEBRIEFS

FROM WIRE REPORTS

and rolling over

CORPUS CHRIST]
Man gets life in prison

S1AL K

FEMA has spent more |
than $1 billion in Texas |

T G e be bt by
must
multiple layers of government.
Texas Land Commissioner George P.
Bush told state lawmakers Monday it
could take from seven to 32 months for
the funds to work their way through that
The Small Business Administration’s
disaster relief loan program, available for
businesses and individuals, and the U S.
Department of Amculturc s food as-
sistance program al aid during
disasters. So far, the SBA has approved
$784 million in low-interest loans in
Texas, and the Texas Health and Human
Services Commission has administered
more than $209 million in USDA food
assistance.

of uagu'

103 MILLION
TATE OF TEXAS

Gov. Greg Abbott has awarded $103
million from the state disaster fund to pay
for Harvey-related expenses, and just un-
der half of that went to fund the Houston's
recovery efforts.

Another $43 million went toward
deploying the National Guard during the
storm, and the remaining $10 million went
to the Department of Public Safety for
costs incurred by the Texas Emergency
Management Division.

Some local officials, including Houston
Mayor Sylvester Turner, have called on
Abbott to tap the state’s $10 billion Rainy
Day Fund to help with rebuilding and
cleanup expenses, but the governor has
said if that happens, it won't be until the
2019 Iegiqlatirc Sess1on

$300 MILLION
AMERICAN ReD CRoss

Central Texas chapter spokesman Geof
Sloan said the nonprofit, which partners
with local governments to run shelters and
provide disaster assistance, has given $148
million in direct financial aid in the form
of $400 stipends to more than 370,000
Texas households as of Sept. 28. That
number will increase as the Red Cross
continues accepting applications for the
stipends via its website through Oct. 10.

Sloan said the organization has de-
ployed more than 7,300 workers to
support efforts in Texas. Its emergency
shelters, he said, have served more than
3.7 milhion meals and snacks and provided
more than 421,000 overnight stays since
Harvey hit. Sloan said that a cost break-
down for these services was not currently
available

A recent ProPublica investigation called
the Red Cross's role in Harvey disaster
relief into question and uncovered records
of local officials in several counties
complaming that the orgamzation did not
provide promised support or help

$70.7 MILLION
REBUILD 1 EXAS FUND

\ spokeswoman said the organization
would be announcing the first round of
recipients next week

$27 MILLION
JJ WaATT HARVEY RELIEF FUND

| he Houston Texans player smashed an
imtial fundraising goal of $200,000. The
foundation did not respond to a media
inquiry asking how much of the money
has been spent

deadly weapon, injury to a
child and tampering with
evidence

Rt palics . : ; THE WOODLANDS
in woman's slaying Man, daughter-in-law
Officials say a 19-ve: '
nhcia ly a9 ycai A man hil"'i ht't:ﬂ ST fou.l‘d dew ln

old has been charged with
murder 1n the death of a
| 3-year-old killed when the
stolen truck he was nding
in crashed 1in Galveston
while fleeing police

Police say Kenneth Ed
mond 1 of La Marque was
trapped 1n the vehicle after
the June 18 wreck and later
dlti‘d Police Sd 'y wilhesses
saw others flee on fool

Police said Fniday they
believe Fredenick Antone
Degrassa York of Galves
ton was the dnver. York
who was arrested and
charged |'hursday. re
mained 1n jail Saturday on
$150.000 bond. Jail records
didn 't list an attorney

Police say officers on
June 18 spotted a truck Cruz
believed to have used in
the burglary of cars in hotel
parking lots. The truck
fled, eventually crashing
into two houses, two cars

last year

tenced to hife in prison
after being found guilty

in the slaying in Corpus
Chnisti of his fnend. who
officials say was shot after
he struck his daughter with
a gun during an argument

A jury on Friday
sentenced Felhiciano Cruz
after hnding him guiity
of murder in the death of
Monica Ramos. Prosecutor
Reynaldo Pena told jurors
that Cruz was under the
influence and was being
drniven around by Ramos
when he and his daughter
started arguing. Cruz s
daughter got out of the ca
and was pistol whipped by

Pena says that the girl
then heard shots

Cruz also was found
guilty of manslaughter,
aggravated assault with a

Houston-area home

Authorities say they re
investigating a shooting
that left an 85-year-old
man and his 62-year-old
daughter-in-law dead at a
Houston-area home

The Montgomery
County sheniff’s office
said the incident happened
Saturday at a home in The
Woodlands, located north
of Houston. |

Officials say the victims
have been identified as
Clarence Comer and his
daughter-in-law. Carmelita
(Comer.

Officials say the exact
cause of their deaths and
circumstances surrounding
the deaths are still under

tives don't believe there's
any danger to the public

un Facts Sponsored by
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group of owls is called a Parliament.
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Houston asks oilman to help
with hard choices after Harvey

By Nomaan
Merchant

Associated Press

HOUSTON — As
Houston confronts the
immediate and long-term
crisis created by Hurricane
Harvey, it's turning once
again to an oilman.

The choice of former
Shell president Marvin
Odum to advise the mayor
on storm recovery efforts

' reflects Houston’s his-

tory as a Texas oil town,
long before it became the
nation’s fourth-largest city
with 2 sprawling mix of
skyscrapers and multieth-
nic strip malls on the Gulf
of Mexico.

Several o1l companies
are headquartered in Hous-
ton, and oil money helped
build its downtown, its
priciest neighborhoods and
its cultural centers.

One of the biggest
challenges facing Odum,

a native Houstonian, in
his job as recovery officer
will be pushing Houston
away from its roots as a
city that s long chosen
development over conser-
vation, paving over cntical
wetlands to make way for
new buildings. Some ad-
vocates working on those
causes wonder whether
someone from the city’s
most powerful interest can
get leadérs to make better
choices for the future.

“The decisions that
Houston makes about how
it develops in the future
are going to be decisions
that affect businesses, and
| hope that a businessman
can make those tough
calls,” said Bnan Zabcik,
an advocate at the group
Environment Texas.

Houston has flooded
each of the last three years.
and while Harvey caused
unprecedented damage
in many neighborhoods,
storms n 2015 and 2016
also displaced people and
destroyed hundreds of
homes. And Houston 's
proximity to the Gulf of
Mexico, combined with the
effects of climate change,
make 1t a certainty that
life-threatening weather
will remain a threat.

I'he problem has wors-
ened because Houston lost
a third of its wetlands in
the last three decades, re
ducing places for rainwater
to settle before flooding.

In announcing Odum'’s
appomntment, Mayor
Sylvester Turner ac-

knowledged the city has
to change how it develops
and that it has to invest

in mitigation projects

that could cost billions of
dollars. He said he hoped
Odum would help create
change and not just pro-
duce “a report” telling him
what to do.

“There will be another
storm. That is very, very
clear,” Turner said. “The
question will be whether or
not we will take advantage
of this moment to put us
in a better position for the
next storm that certainly
will come.”

Turner cited Odum’s
expenience at Shell, where
he worked more than 30
years and rose to president
of the Dutch conglomer-
ate's North American
operatons.

Odum led Shell through
a disaster of similar
magnitude, the 2010 Gulf
of Mexico oil spill, when
an offshore rig owned by
BP exploded and killed ||
people. Millinns oi gallons
ot o1l spewed into the Gulf
for 87 days, destroying
wildlife and disrupting
the hives of thousands of
people along the coast. The
U.S. government ordered a
moratorium on deep-water
drilling in the Gulf for six
months, shutting down a
major element of Shell’s
busine is.

Under Odum'’'s leader-
ship, Shell sent its experts
and equipment to help
respond to the spill, said
Bill Tanner, the company’s
former head of media
relations. Shell was among
the first companies io be
allowed to resume deep-
water drilling almost a year
after the spill.

Tanner said he watched
Odum meeting with
several executives of nval
oil companies before they
testified before Congress
about the spill, in a hear-
ing camed on national
television. He said he saw
Odum'’s efforts to “bring
down tensions  between
the executives with a low
voice.

“He brings a calming
influence to ctherwise
chaotic situations, and he
does so with a great deal of
decorum and tact,” Tanner
said.

Tumer said Odum was
preparing to start a new
business venture when he
called asking for help, and
that Odum put aside that
venture. Odum will not
receive a salary in his new

position. He has an office
at City Hall and is already
taking meetings with city
dcptl'tmems and officials

mcludmg J;ﬁ: Slurp who
was appointed the state’s
recovery Czar.

At the news conference
announcing his appoint-
ment, Odum stood to
Turner’s side and deferred
to the mayor on most
questions. He declined an
interview request from The
Associated Press, but in
written responses (0 ques-
tions sent by email, said
he was working “nearly
around the clock™ already.

He says that while the
city already has “very
strong capabilities,”
Harvey has presented
challenges on a “vastly dif-
ferent scale.”

Odum said Houston's
most immediate challenge
inciude removing debris
piled on neighborhood
lawns across the city,
repainng Anfrastructure
and making sure recovery
money goes to “building a
more resilient Houston that
can better weather future
natural disasters.”

He did not specify how
the city would accom-
plish that. But people who
have studied Houston's
flood control system — a
network of bayous and
reservoirs that are meant
to drain a city built on flat
terrain — say much of it
1s decades old and in dire
need of expansion. City
and county officials have
also talked about buying
out homeowners in areas
that are especially prone to
flooding.

“These are not easy
choices and it will be
cntical to include a broad
spectrum of interests,”
Odum said.

Houston and the rest of
the Texas Gulf Coast are
expected to receive tens
of billions of dollars in
federal disaster funding,
with more help coming
from state government and
nonprofit groups

But how that money 1s
spent and whether city
officials can affect change
remains to be seen.

“He knows what it
takes,” said Kara Cook,
LOXICS director at
the Texas Public Interest
Research Group. “Is he
going to hold his former
colleagues accountable to
new regulations, and to

better pr?afe Houston for

“Your Heaith Is Our Concern
Internal Medicine & Family Practice

* Diabetes Care * EXG. Audiometry, Pulmonary function test
* Insulin Pumps « Skin Procedure

* Obesity * Minor Surgical Procedure
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» Travel Care Advise * Sleep Apnea
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involved in a burglary of

Someons broks Inth 16 tniainess located of 1708 8. Mi-
kift Road in the early morning hours of Sept. 7. The suspect
or suspects through the back window, and once
inside, took 350 iPad mini 2's valued at more than $122,000. |

if you have information on the suspect and it leads to
an arrest, Crime Stoppers will pay $1,000 and a donor has
added an additional $5,000 for a cash rewarc. Call
Midland Crime at 694-TIPS or 1-800-7LOCKUP
or downioad the app ‘P3 . No caller 1D is ever
used and you will remain anonymous. Call 694-TIPS (8477)
or mobile app P3 TIPS

Please visit our Facebook @MidlandTxCS or our website

at www.midlandcrimestoppers.com
How to submit a secure tip

B Hotline: 694-TIPS or 1-800-7-LOCKUP

@ Online: www.midlandcrimestoppers.com

W Text: Text TIP247 plus your message to 274837

@ Mobile app on iPhone or Android phones: Downioad
free app 'P3 TIPS’

B Facebook: Click ‘Submit A Tip’ on left side of our Face-
book page, @MidlandTxCS
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Crime Stoppers fugitive

SHAYLOR ANDERSON

DOB: 12-24-89
I Height and weight: 5 foot, 10: 210

pounds
Charge: Assault on a Public
Servant — VOP

| W Wanted as of 10-08-2017

B Warrant #CR47957

B $500 Cash Reward 1o the first
person who calls Midiand Crime
Stoppers this week with information Anderson
that leads to this fugitive's arrest.

B Call R94-TIPS or 1-800-7-LOCKUP

Oniline at www.midlandcrimestoppers.com
Mobile App ‘P3 TIPS’ or go 10 www.p3tips.com

B As always you will remain anonymous
B NEVER attempt to apprehend this subject yourself

Subject may be armed or dangerous.
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By Lindsey Tanner

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Every
time there’s a mass shoot-
Adrian Littlefieid
the one that nearly
killed him half a cenmry
ago when a sniper perched
high in a tower fired down
on a Texas college campus.
There have been dozens of
rampages since then, each
one a reminder of how his
life was forever changed
by a stranger hell-bent on
mayhem.

“1 still get frightened
when those things hap-
pen,” said Litﬂeg:ld. now
a 70-year-old preacher
living in East Texas. “It stirs
something inside me, a hurt
that just never goes away.”

Survivors of mass shoot-
ings like the one in Las
Vegas say what got them
through was leaning on
family, frniends and
counselors.

For Angel Colon, the
pamn 1s fresh. He was shot
six times last year during
the Pulse nightclub massa-
cre in Orlando, Florida, and
says he 1s grappling with
post-traumatic stress.

“Ambulances, police.
even glass, as well, is a trig-
ger. Little specific things,
sometimes you forget
about, and when you see it.
you remember,” Colon said
That shooting killed 49
people and injured dozens
of others.

Recovery took a long
dark tum for Austin
Eubanks, just 17 when
two classmates went on
a rampage at Columbine
High School. Eubanks was
shot in his hand and knee
and watched his best friend
die, one of 13 killed in the
1999 attack 1in Colorado
His physical injuries healed
quickly, but Eubanks turned
to oproid painkillers to dull
the psychological pain and
spent 11 years fighting
addiction.

Ultimately, Eubanks said
he learmned that “you have to
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find the courage to lean into
the pain. In order to heal
it you have to feel it. You
have 10 know you will come
Littlefield and his then
wife were among 30 people
injured in the 1966 clock
tower - ‘ &tt!’u:Uni-
Texas; 17 people
died. Li was shot
in the back while trying
to protect his wife, who
worked on the campus. The

Back then, he says, “there
was no such thing as coun-
seling for post-traumatic
stress. You went on with
your life, picked up the
pieces, put it back together
and made the best of it.”

Lattlefield turned to his
faith and family for solace,
especially his father, who
helped rescue him. Though
he was told he’'d never
father children, he has two
sons, a second wife he
chenishes and a calling that
lcaches compassion, not bit-
lerness. He still feels pain,
in his back and hip, and
walks with a limp, but says,
“I've had a wonderful life "

Still, he said the Las
Vegas shooting brought that
lurking fear back.

“1I'he sounds of gunfire
and arriving first responders
all remind me of the help-
lessness that surrounds you
at that moment,” he wrote
Thursday on his Facebook
page. o the survivors and
gnieving loved ones, he
added, | surely feel your
pain.”

Al an Orlando vigil for
the Las Vegas victims on
Tuesday, Colon said his first
thought was “How can we
help these families. Because
we know what it feels like ™

Before the shooting, Co-
lon was a dance exercise in-
structor, now he walks with
a cane. He said keeping
close to famuly and friends
1S helping him heal. So does
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Norman Casiano, another
2’7 -year-old Pulse survivor,
was hiding in a bathroom
stall when the Orlando gun-
man shot him twice through
the door. He's on disability
and says he still has anxiety<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>