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9 die in immigrant-smuggling attempt in sweltering truck

By Eric Gay
and Will Weissert

Associated Press ,

SAN ANTONIO — Al least nine
people died after being crammed into a
sweltering tractor-trailer found parked
outside a Walmart in the mudsummer Tex-
as heat, authorities said Sunday in what
they described as an immigrant-smuggling
attempt gone wrong.

The dniver was arrested, and nearly 20
others rescued from the rig were hospital-

More inside

Previous cases of smugglers similar
Mbmmmmim

the dangerous method of human
— @and how it can quickly turn fatal.
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1zed in dire condition, many with extreme
dehydration and heatstroke, officials said.

“We're looking at a human-trafficking

crime.” said San Antonio Police Chief

William McManus. He called it “a hormnfic
tragedy.”

Authorities were called to the San Anto-
nio parking lot late Saturday night or early
Sunday and found eight dead inside the
truck. A ninth victim died at the hospital.
said Liz Johnson, spokeswoman for U.S
Immigration and Customs Enforcement

The victims “were very hot to the touch
50 these people were in this trailer with-
out any signs of any type of water,” Fire
Chief Charles Hood said

Authonties would not say whether the
trailer was locked when they armved, but
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James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

Siblings Jaime A. Spencer and

Sandra Meza produce handmade
» Signs, art and baked goods from a
-~ home-based business on Saturday.

)

Siblings collaborate
through dessert business

Editor's note: This is part two
of a two-part series on jobs. Part
one, about Midiand Fire Depart-
ment personnel with second jobs,
can be found at mrt.com
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sweel rewards. Sandra Meza
and Jaime Spencer team up to
prepare and decorate desserts
for Choco Treats

Spencer, who has his own
ventufe as an artist, uses his
skills to decorate sweets for
his sister’s business.

“I'm one of her employees,”
Spence: said. "It feels great
We're really an entrepreneur

By Simone Jasper

sjasper@mrt.com

For two local siblings,
pursing dreams comes with
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famuly.

The two work together to
create desserts for birthdays,
weddings and other occasions
The pair specializes in cake
balls and makes other choco-
late-covered treats, including
Bundt cakes and pretzels.

“We noticed everything we
would make was drizzled or
dipped,” Meza said. “That's
how we got our name.”

Meza baked as a hobby
before selling her creations
Early in life, she developed
an interest in joining her mom
in the kitchen. Meza said it’s
satisfying to shage her own
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baked goods

“Now | have two kids, and
I'm marmmied,” Meza said. "It
makes me happy when | have
the kids involved and see them
happy making cupcakes.

Her brother also views salis-
faction in his work as an artist
He has painted murals, created
yard decorations and designed
lugus for customers

“It’s not about the money
| make,” Spencer said. “The
smile | see in someone 's day
when they see my artwork 1s
special 1o me. Money comes

Please see SIBLINGS/2A
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they said it had no working air condition
ing.

It was just the latest smuggling by-truck
operation to end in tragedy. In onc of the
worst cases on record inthe U S . |9 1im-
migrants locked inside a stitling ng died
in Victona, in 2003

Based on imual interviews with survi
vors of the weekend tragedy. more than
100 people may have been packed into
the back of the | %-wheeler at one point 1n
its journey, ICE acting Director Thomas

lease see IMMIGRANT/4A

OPEC,
Russia to

stand pat on
oll deal even
as giut persists

By Grant Smith
Hf.‘l“lff.“: -

OPEC and Russia
global ol glut hasn 't worked as they
hoped, but there was hittle expectatnion
the world s largest producers would act
more aggressively when they et this
past weekend

Onl has slumped into a bear market
and mventones remain stubbormnly hig!
despite a deal between OPEC and 10
countnes outside the group to
he implementation of supply «
faltening as Libya and Nigena reston
lost p{llhlt.'llﬂl'.i

[he trouble for ministers
St. Petersburg 1o review the progress
of the deal 1s the alternatives ook it
better than the status gquo. |t the Organ
zation of Petroleum Exporting ( ountnes
abandons the deal and increases onl
Output, a further pilll'lgt IN PRCes wWould
inflict more pain on ther economies
And while deepening the production
cuts would spark a rally, that maght
encourage cven higger flows from U S
shale dnllers

“They re between a rock and a hard
;‘!im‘t'.ﬂ sard Mike Wittner. head of onl
market rescarch at Socwete Generak
SA In New York. “The bottom hine 1
it hasn t worked and if they cut mor
the more they support prices. the mor
they support LS. production

Onl prices have given up all thewr gains
since OPEC and Russia assembled 4
coalition of producers in December to
try and end the market's two-and-a
half-year slump. Despite forecasts thal
the measures would reduce the world
bloated oil inventones. that doesn |
seem to be happening. the Internatonal
Energy Agency said on July 13

[he agreement between OPEC and
its alhes was undernuned betore 1
even started, as key producers such as
Sauch Arabia, Russia and lrag ramped
up exports just before the deadhine 1o
cul output took effect. The pact faces a
further challenge as Nigena and Libya
which were exempt from cuts while
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meeting 1!

Please see OPEC/2A
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The blg number
$50'5 That how much the movie

“Dunkirk” brought in this
weelend Page 4A

Word of the Day:  Sreught o you dally by
complacency

Do you know what i
means? Find out the
' defindion on Page 3A

Classified 1D | Comics 6C | Dear Abby 3B | Horoscopes 3A | Obituaries 2A | Puzzies 7C | Sports 1C | TV 3B
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Midland Magazine's 20 Under 40, presented by My
Credit Union, 1S an annual recognition program for Midiar
leadess. The program showcases young, dynamic leade
working in Midiand County who are under the age of 4
recognizes individuals who have distinguished themselve
careers and/or in the commun y

To nominate a deserving Midlander, visit
www.mrt.com/20underd0

The 20 ndividuals selected for the 20 Under 40 honor will be featured
in Midland Magazine's Nov. 19, 2017 edition

*20 Under 40 nominees must be 39 years or under as of Dec 31, 2017
mdmaynmmtedbyafamity member
"
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to show US cities what

By Jaime Dunaway

Associated Press
DALLAS — A makeshift bike lane

H

3

PVC - three days huyﬁl— years.”

pipes on a

las street last month before the city removed Dallas spent
it which was two days longer than its hours removing

creators divider because
The $100 structure was the work of the state regulations.
Dallas Transformation Department, one of ~ hazard, said
several like-minded groups of anonymous durector of

Twitter users who have taken a do-it-your-  City. “The

self approach 1o making road chst using

in cities stretching from New York and to head-on col
Boston to San Francisco. legally travelling
Activists say a flower planted in & he said. Despite

or a line of cones or toilet o projects are

several cities

cars from dnfting into bike lanes can have
the magical psychological effect of getting
drivers to slow down and waltch for cyclists
and pedestrians. Although the measures are
meant to be temporary, they can show the
public what could be and spur cities 10 make

permanent improvements.

“These transformation groups are creating
change, and we support that,” said Kathleen
Fermer. a spokeswoman for the Vision Zero
Network. a group dedicated to eliminating
trafhic fatahities around the world. “What's
happemng with guemilla tactics is that they
are creating more urgency. It's helping
people imagine and expenience what change

could be like"”

Last month s project was the first for the
Dallas Transformation Department, but
it plans more. “We knew it wouldn't be
permanent. It would take a few times, but
we believe people should have the power to
give thewrr neighborhoods value,” said Layne,
a group spokesman who declined to give his
last name because the project was techni-
cally considered vandalism by the city

City offhicials say 1t's not that simple
Business owners complain when street park-
ing 1s replaced with bike lanes. and hrefight-
ers worry that separated bike lanes could
impede their emergency responses

And there’s usually a shortage of funds.
waid Jared White, who manages Dallas’
hicyele transportation program within
the Mobility and Street Services Deparnt-
ment. Stnping a buffered bike lane can cost
SSO.000 a mile or more if a crosswalk needs
o be altered. and moving curbs to install
hike lanes can cost milhons, he said

It's ditheult 1o get something on the

cround nght now, White said. | understand

SIBLINGS

From 1A

woond 1o me
W hen Spencer was
ttending Midland High
S hool. graphic design
cadher Jackehne Domin
uez noticed his talent and
itermination
He s a very genuine
hid. sard Dominguez. who
_hairs the MHS Career
nd lechnology Education
iepartment. “He doesn 't
hoast or say. | know how
do this  He takes pnde
n what he does .
Dominguez guided
Spencer through the
PSUSITNESS Ph'h'ﬁhlﬂlhl}\ O
\mernca s pin design con-
. which gave his work
ional attention
She opened my eyes 1O
v DusIness career. Spen-
cr said Ul wanted to be
n armist, and she 11[‘(‘“:.‘1]
my eves with the business
,-m[&'HIIH!T
Now Spencer works
wt of his home. where he
tores supplies and creates
large -scale pI'HIL'L'I'-- In the
hackyard ﬂmugh OWn
ng a home-based busi-
ness allows him to set his
own schedule. nol hi.ﬂlﬂg
L workspace sometimes
takes a toll
One day 1t s raining
it s scorching hot one day.
Spencer said. “l can’t work
outside
For the baking business,
the sibhings fulfill orders
tor Midland customers
at Spencer s home. They
work at Meza's Odessa
residence when requests
come from that area
Meza said having a
home -based business al-
lows her to take care of her
children. who are 4 and 6
“If 1 worked at a facil-

e o m —

OPEC

From 1A

they tackled political crises,
recover output.

“The underlying prob-
lem 1s Libya and Nigeria
combining to produce sig-
nificantly more than anyone
anticipated they would,” said
Ed Morse, head of commod-
iies research at Citigroup
Inc. in New York.

Weakening
compitance

§
‘ﬁ

a makeshift bike '
10 keep until the city can install a permane
one. And in Chi artist Jim Bachor is

providing a small fix to the city’s pothoie

problem by filling them with mosaics that

which n

borhood.

ABOVE: Jaime A Spencer produces handmade

display candy bars, popsicles and flow-

ers. The city hasn’t approved his creations,
more than 50 since he began
in 2013, but they haven't been removed, ei-

ther. “Temporary demonstration projects are
a win-win situation,” Fermer said. “People
dubious about change can experniment with
it. They usually don't change back.”

White acknowledged that more people are
pushing for improvements in Dallas, where
the streets have long been considered some
of the worst in the country for bicyclists.
From 201 ] through 2015, there were more
than 4,000 accidents involving cyclists or
pedestnans in Dallas County, with 281
fatalities, according to data from the North
Central Texas Council of Governments.

“We re going through growing pains
nght now, but we're trying to catch up ven
quickly,” he said. “Putting in dedicated bikes
lanes is a newer concept for Dallas, In some
areas, people aren’t used to it. We have to
work with them a little bit longer.”

Activists say such change isn’t happening
fast enough and that they'll continue with
their approach until things improve.

“For me, it’s about empowering people
o improve their own neighborhood,” Layne
said. “If they do this, they might show up at
a public meeting or go vote. | want them to
say, ‘When | saw your project, it gave me
the courage to do something in my neigh-

and other

art from a home-based business on Saturday. :Sandra

Meza makes baked goods from a home-based

ity, | would have to pay
someone.

For many Choco Treats
customers, Meza's col-
laboration with her brother
stands out. Claudia Heim-
mermann, a part-time
instructor at the Midland
College Cogdell Learning
Center, also noticed their
teamwork when she taught
them job-related skills this
year

1 think they re definite-
ly very supportive of each

—— — = —

Moreover, as both producers
are near the limits of their
capacity, any agreement to
cap at current levels would
merely be symbolic, he said.
Weakening compliance
among other nations poses
another challenge. Imple-

mentation — which
T et
to cut enng
so much economic |
and battling Islamic State
jihadists — has fallen o0 a
low of 29 percent, according
to the Paris-based [EA. Bc-
uador’s Oil Minister Carlos
Perez said on Monday that
his out

o commentothe oo
ing day. ¢

other,” Heimmermann said.
“They both want to see
each other succeed. Jaime
wants to help Sandra, and -
Sandra wants to help him.”

As Meza looks toward
the future, she hopes to
open a bakery. For now,
she is grateful for the re-
sponse to her business.

“It has grown.” Meza

TX: one daughter, Adamina
Hinojosa Silva and husband
Joe of Katy, TX: one brother,
Ruben Hinojosa of Roma,

| TX. 17 grandchildren and 15

great grandchildren.

Estela 1s preceded in death
by her husband, Ramon S.
Hinojosa; one daughter,

. Mancela Hinojosa (Amado
| Hinojosa surviving spouse)

- of Lubbock, TX:; and one

son, Joel Hinojosa (Irma
Hinojosa surviving spouse)
of MIM TX

Funeral Mass is set for

Monday, July 24, 2017 at |

lim st Our LM) of
G Panish and Shrine
with Father Josh officiating.
Burial will follow a
Resthaven Memonal Park
Pallbearers will be Adam
Silva, Jacob Silva, Mano
Hinojosa, Justin  Sanchez,
Raymond Hinojosa. Amanda
Estela Hemandez, Rachel
Hinojosa, and Adnenne
Almodova.

The family requests that in
lieu of flowers donations be
made to Hospice of Midland,
MD Anderson Hospital, or
the Maricela Hinojosa fund at
Harwell Elementary School
in Lubbock, TX.

Service 15 under the

in Funeral Home and

may be emailed
1o pipkin@nts-online.net or
you can visit the website at
www_lewallengarciapipkinfh
com.
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Henry Jackson Drew of
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Dr. Kevin Keer  of
Stephenville, Texas, his
son, Andrew Lenhan

Midland, his brothers, Carl

Drew of Hailey, Idaho;
Raymond Gorman of New
Bedford. Massachusetts

William Gorman of Barring-

ton, Rhode Island and his |

sisters, Cathy Smith of Mid-
land, Madeline Jackson of
Portsmouth, Rhode Island
and Julie Gorman of East
Providence,
and several nieces, nephews
and grand-nieces and neph-

ews who loved Ing lime
with him. One of his greatest
JOYS Was MII' with his four

grandchildren, Hudson
Carson, Katie and Jackson.
Henry is preceded in death
by his father Hemry RJ.
Drew, s mother Elizabeth
Drew Gorman and his step-
father, Raymond J. Gorman.
Henry was a practitioner of
"Pay 1t Forward" and would
have appreciated such acts in
ms memory. In hieu of flow-
ers. memorial donations may

- be made to Hospice of

- of
direction Lewallen-Garcia- |

|
f

{
|
i

Midland or St
Children’s’ Hospital.

A visitation with the fami-
ly at Nalley-Pickle & Weich
Funeral Home will be held
from 2 o 4 on
July 28, 2017. A mlou
Henry's life will follow at
400pm at the home of Jeff
and

Cathy Smith, 800 North
F St
are under

Jude's

Arrangements
the direction of -Pickle
& Welch Funeral &

Crematory. Online condolen- |
| ces  can

b¢e made af
www.npwelch.com.

Jesus “Kirfky"
Robledo

7-23-1932 - 7-20-2017
The children. ‘

dren,  great-

T

| are elated that he was reunit-

said. “We also have grown | Midland passed away on July
in the baking. tasting and I8, 2017 after a courageous
decorations.” battle with cancer.

Oil prices dropped on
Friday after Petro-Logistics
SA, a tanker-tracking firm,

said OPEC crude this
month will be the hi
since December. West Texas
Intermediate futures were at
$46.43 a barrel at 12:13 p.m.
London time, while Brent
crude, the benchmark for
more than half the world's
oil, traded at $48.84 a barrel.
Both are still more than S50
percent below their 2014

Rhode Island, |

E

PEF
git
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Carmen Robledo, Joe
Robledo, Jr., Carmrasco,

He is in death by
his wi’:mu'rhdomu Larez
Robledo; his parents, Jose

and Francisca  Robledo:
siblings, Asucena Subia,

Hipolito (Paul) Robledo, and
Carmelito Robledo; and by
his grandson, William Antho-
ny Robledo.

Pallbearers will be Michael
Perales, Enc Perales, Jesse
Robledo Ill, Alexander Luna

will be on Tuesday, July 25.
2017 at 2200 pm. at Ouwr

}

Cemetery.
The family would like to

ex their ' o Dr
Michacl Miler sad D

| Cunningham for the personal

care that they provided for
our dé‘;, the a(TContin-
ued Hmphl ammy.
Ovaldo, Justin, Ruben,
Robin, Amber P.A., Fely.
Carol, and Crystal), for being
SO attentive and caring in his
time of need and for being
with us as we bid farewell o
our dad.

oil from the U.S..” Neil
Atkinson, head of the [EA’s
oil markets and industry di-
vision, said in a Bloomberg
television interview.

Yet the threat by
shale is what will hold the
b g u“,ﬁ-w,ﬁ%#—hg-r .
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Ave.. has scheduled physicals, which

are available 10 any student in the

astnct.
The physicais will be admwrsstered 8

am.-noon Monday through My 28 and
Sam-Spm Aug 7-11

Pools today

B Doug Russed Aquatic Center
900 Mickand Drive, noon 1o 7 p.m

B Washington Aquatic Center. 1601
E. indana Ave., closed foday

The cost of entry at city of Midiand
pools is $3 per person, with free admis-
sion for children under 2

News taik
B KCRS (AM 550)

IMW
B 68 am The Morming Drive with

Kns Moore
B 56 pm Local News with KDSA

B KXWEL (AM 1070, FM 107 1)

8 Local programming

B 610 am The Moming Show with
Anderson
1 pm. One-on-One w' R.J Pase

Other options

B Sport tak: KMND (AM 1510)

El Christian: KFRI
(FM 88.7), KLVYW (FM 90 5)

B NPR KOIWT (FM 91 3)

A

S-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average; 2-50-s0,

Note- Bigar's Siars is based
on the degree of vour sun at
birth. The sign name is simpl)

a abel astrologers put on a

set of degrees for convenience
For best results, readers should
refer 1o the dates following each
sign

A baby bomn today has a
Sun and Moon in Leo

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for
Monday, July 24, 2017: Ths
yeal unusual creativity flows
from you. Apply thas gift to
different aspects of your life
You might be shocked at the
difference it makes. You could
be somewhat me-onented thas
year, work on being more aware
of others. If you are single, no

get into a cozy relationship. Go
for what you want. If you are
attached, remember that your
relationship is a two-way street
Bring your sweetie more into
your life and ts. A fellow
LEO is fun to brainstorm with!

ARIES (March 21-April
19) * k% Your energy is
admirable and could be a major
factor in many of your dealings
You exude a vibrancy that
attracts many members of the
opposite sex. One of your ideas
15 likely to be unigue and very
exciing. Act like the natural
leader you are. Tonight: Be

life. You could feel insecure
when dealing with a difficult
associate. You easily might be

off by this person’s actions.

s¢ care with as you

tend to go overboard. :
Be willing to get down to the

m%ml (May 21-June 20)

* kR d You state your
opinions with unusual clarity
:dw.yuhtmm

some judgment behind your
to distance yourself from those

Through June, Animal Services at the city of Midland has impounded 3,058 arimals and «
interested in another pet, check out the Midland Animal Shelter Adoptables website al ww

tacebook.com/MAS Adoptables
How sick are you?

24 hours a day-365 days a year Local
nurses are avalable 10 help you deter-
mine he Dest Dlace 10 receve care oy
your situation 68-NURSE can help you
save ime and money by directing you
10 the most appropriate healthcare op-
hon, whether If's a neghborhood cine

of Midiand wil piok D furniture and

ELINE BI

The stars show the kind of day vou'll have-

involved in a disagreement, 1
you do, you will be a lot hap
prer. Tonight: Caich up on a
fnend s news

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

*® % You could be tired and
withdrawn. Others might not
understand your mood. A room
malte or famuly member likely
will be out of sorts. Schedule
some time with this person, and
you both will benefit from the
lime spent together. Share a fun
story. Tonight: Be willing 1o
lake a nsk

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

k¥ Though some
one could be quite negative,
you will be able to bypass the
moment and 1gnore his or her
comments. You have many
valid 1deas that appeal to nthers
Express your artistic or creative
side —— you can be tical at
the same time : Friends
surround you

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

w % You muight want to
avoid making a decision for
now. Take in the different infor
mation being presented, You'll
hear several statements that
have more depth to them than
you had anticipated. Ask some
questions to get more clanfica-
tuon. Tonight: Get some extra
R and R

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

* R %% You could be more
balanced and 1 than
YyOu are aware. IS IS
on bringing others together
and creating more harmony. A
fnend or associate might reveal
that he or she is a secret admirer
of yours. Take some time to
sort out your feelings. Tonight:
With your favorite .

O (Oct. 23-Nov.

21) %% You are unusually
aware of someone else’s expec-
sion and pressure. Before you try
1o meet this person’s demands,

22-Dec. 21) *h %% Reach out
o a loved one. You seem 1o be

apphances at no adamonal charge
These tems must be placed n the
alley In the oty nght-of-way. the City wil
not go onto private property. Do not
place your flem next 10 the Dumpster

1 needs 10 be behind your home, In

the alley. These larger lem collections
must be scheduled with the Sokd Waste
Ovision. Please call 432-685-7278 1o
scChedule s service

Source City of Mdiand

Lowest
rates in 1-:-
Amaniio 34 (31)
Austin-Round Rock 34132
Mdand ... 353 4)
College Station-Bryan 3832
LUbbOCk 39032
San Antonio-New Brauniels 39 (3 6)
Sherman-Denson 39137

S STARS

| -difhculdi

comung out of a dathcult penod
A hittle more optimitsm will go
a long way. A loved one adds a
certann element of unpredactabl
ity. Channel this person s imag)
nation into solving a problem
Tonight: Let your mind relax
10 MUSsK

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) * % * % You could be 1n 2
position where you'd prefer to
handle a matter differently, and
perhaps more hike an associate
has suggested As you check
out thas option, ask Jueshons
freely. It never hurts 1o try a
new approach to an old hassle
Tonight: Togetherness 1s the
theme

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
I8) %% ¥ % No one guestions
your abtlities or your sense of
what works. It might serve you
to relax more and observe some
one else s style of dealing with
a similar predicament. You are
likely to question whether s
cess is likely. Tonight: You can'
seem (o say "'no 1o a fnend s
invitabon.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) * % %% Defer to someone
who wants to take on a project
You mught want a day to take
care of personal matters. The
unexpected adds a twast. Do not
lake any situation as being wni
ten in stone. You will feel more
in touch with other matters 1n
your life. Tonight: Know when

o call ot

BORN TODAY
Aviator Ameha Earhan
(1897), singer Jennifer Lope:
( 1969),

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram
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This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Fionn
Whitehead in a scene from "Dunkirk ”

Victory for ‘Dunkirk’

and ‘Girls Trip’

at the box office

By Lindsey Bahr

As x:n‘ldfrd P ress

LLOS ANGELES — It's
victory for “Dunkirk™ and
“Girls Tnp™ at the box
office this weekend. Both
original and well-reviewed
films smashed expecta-
tions and enticed diverse
audiences 1o the theaters,
even though cumulatively
summer remains down
from last year

Chnistopher Nolan's
World War 1l epic brought
In an estimated $50.5
milhion to easily top the
charts, according to Warner
Bros.. while the raucous
comedy “Girls Tnip™ broke
the R-rated comedy slump
of 2017 with $30.4 mulhion
to take second place

“Dunkirk™ was far from
an inevitable summer suc-
cess. But stellar reviews,
awards buzz and hype
around the him's large
scale production helped
drive peopie to the theater
and large-format screens

“We re beyond
thnilled with this excep
tional achievement for
Dunkirk. " said Jeff Gold-
stein. who heads distnbu-
non for Wamer Bros. “"The
critical reception world-
wide has been consistently
etftusive. It really propelled
this movie that wasn't an
obvious win

Audiences were 6(0)
percent male and 76
percent over the age ol R,
for the PG- 13 rated him
while IMAX audiences
represented 23 percent of
the market share (or $11 7
milhon of the total grosses
trom only 402 screens)

"It became a must-see
event. said Paul Derga
rabedian. a semor media
analyst tor comScore

Drawing quite a different
audience was the buddy
comedy “Girls Tnp.” star
nng Regina Hall. Tiftany
Haddish, Jada Pinkett
Smiuth and Queen Latifah
as a group of girlinends
who head to New Orleans
tor a weekend of fun
[ he Universal film drew
in an audience that was
/9 percent female and SO
percent under the age of
30. Fifty-nine percent of
attendees were estimated
10 be Afncan-Amencan

~Notably. audiences gave
the hlm a stellar A+ Cin-
emadcore. suggesting the
fim will have long-term
play abihity

“*Onrls Tnp™ was a per-
fectly counter-programmed
box office surprise,”
Dergarabedian said. It
broke the R-rated comedy
curse that has afflicted this
summer with ‘Baywatch.
‘Snatched, "Rough Night’
and "The House

For Umiversal. the
formula 1s more simple
“Onrls Tnp.” uniike the
aforementioned comedies.
1S resonating with
audiences

“When the taste for
entertainment and comedy
has been somewhat under-
served, 1t is not because
people aren’t interested in
laughing, it's that they're
waiting for something
funny to come along,” said
Nick Carpou, Universal's
president of domestic dis-
tnbution. “One of the great
things about this comedy is
that it's really funny.”

Not so successful was
Luc Besson's nearly $180
milhon sci-fi epic “Va-
lennan and the City of a
Thousand Planets,” which
carned $17 million from
North American theaters
over the weekend for a
fifth-place start. It came
in behind “Spider-Man:
Homecoming,” in third
in its third weekend with
$22 million and “War for
the Planet of the Apes” in

fourth in its second
with $20.4

million.

Besson's film, starring
Dane DeHaan and Cara
Delevingne and based on
the French comic “Vale-
nan and Laureline,” was
produced by EuropaCorp.
STX Entertainment distrib-
uted it in North America.

The film’s financial
exposure was limited, how
ever. EuropaCorp says 90
percent of the budget was
already covered by foreign
pre-sales, equity financing
and tax subsidies

Dergarabedian said 1t's
more about the interna-
tional returns for “Va-
lerian, but it's hard not
10 see Besson's returmn to
sC1-f1 as a disappointment.
Not adjusted for inflation,
“Valenan  eamed basically
the same as ““The Fifth Ele-
ment. which came out 20
years ago. For companson
his him “Lucy,” starmng
Scarlett Johansson, opened
to $43.8 milhion in 2014

Overall, the year remains
around flat from last year
and the summer season
looks unhkely to make up
tor 1ts dehcnt thruugh the
end of July and August

Still, Dergarabedian
thinks there 1s a silver
liming 1n the quality of the
f1ims that have come out
this summer

“Despite the weekend
being down close to 10
percent. the currency that
was most valuable 1s the
currency of goodwill,”
Dergarabedian said
“Nobody can say that
Hollywood threw the same
old stuft at the wall this
weekend.

Estimated ticket sales
tor Fnday through Sunday
at U S and Canadian the-
aters, according to com-
Score. Where available, the
latest international num
bers for Fnday through
Sundu} are also ma.'ludnl
Final domestic hgures will
be released today

| “Dunkirk.” $50.5
milhion ($55.4 million
international |

2.°0nrls Tnp.” $30.4
milhon

3. “"Spider-Man: Home-
coming. %22 mulhon
($33.2 milhon interna-
tional )

4. “War tor the Planet of
the Apes.” $20.4 million
($17.3 million interna-
tional)

S. "Valenan and the
City of a Thousand Plan-
ets.” $17 million ($3.9
million international).

6. "Despicable Me 3.
$12.7 milhon ($47.5 mil
llon international ).

7. "Baby Dniver,” $6
milhon ($X5.3 millson inter
national)

K. “The Big Sick.” $S5
million

Y. “"Wonder Woman."”
$4.6 mulhion ($1.8 mulhon
international )

10."Wish Upon,” $2.5
million ($1.1 million inter
national)

Estimated ticket sales
for Friday through Sunday
at international rs
(excluding the U.S. and
Canada), according to
comScore:

. “Dunkirk.” $55.4
million.

2. “Despicable Me 3.
$47.5 million.

3. “Spider-Man: Home-
coming,” $33.2 million.

4.° ormers: The
Last Knight,” $24.9 mil-
lion.

5. “War for the Planet of
the Apes,” $17.3 million.

6. “Brotherhood of the
Blades II: The Infernal ™
$16 million.

7. “Wukong,” $12.3
million.

8. “Cars 3" 51 1.4 mil-
lion.

9. “Farther And Son,”
$11.]1 million.

10. “Baby . 383

million. )

Eric Gay/Associated Press

San Antonio police officers investigate the scene on Sunday, where eight people were found dead in a tractor-traller loaded with at

o,

. least 30 others cutside @ Waimart store in stifling summer heat in what police are calling a horrific human trafficking case in San Anto-

How smugglers used trucks

By Michael Tarm

Associated Press

CHICAGO — It could

' take months for investiga-
. tors to determine what pre-

ceded the deaths of at least

. nine people found with doz-
- ens of atling individuals in
| a tractor-tratler discovered

outside a Walmart in San
Antomo. in what authorities
are calling an immugrant-
smuggling attempt gone
Wrong.

But previous cases of
smugglers using similar
trucks to move human
cargo shed light on the dan-
gerous method of human
trathcking — and how 1t
can quickly tum fatal

Here's a look at how
smugglers deploy and
use large trucks to move

pcnplt:;

How common is
human
by truck?

Border ofhcials have
reported an uptick in the
number of people-smug-
gling incidents using trac-
tor-tranlers. That included
one on July 7. when Border
Patrol agents in Laredo,
found 72 people from Mex-
10, Ecuador, Guatemala
and El Salvador locked in-
side a trarler. Weeks before,
they 'd rescued 44 people
from Mexico and Guate-
mala discovered after police
stopped an | 8-wheeler near
one of the city 's interna-
tional bndges

Whether this recent
increase 1s a trend and what
maght explain it 1s hard to

Know. A recent report from
European-based global

. -nsk group Vensk Maplec-

roft suggests that a harder
line on border secunty by
the Trump administration
might be leading migrants

' to accept the risks of more

dangerous smuggling
methods.

By far the most notorious
and best documented case
occurred 1in 2003, when
19 of about 100 people
being smuggled in a truck
trailer in south Texas died
of heat-related injunes. that
included a 7-year-old boy.

More than a dozen
smugglers were convicted

there's going to be many more people
we're looking for to prosecute,”

prosecutors said James
Mathew Bradley Jr., 60, of Clearwa-
n into custody
¢d on Monday.

" Foders

ter, Florida, was
and would be
The US.

A look at the dq

in that case, including the
Amencan commercial
driver at the wheel, Tyrone
Mapletoft Williams, and
the purported head of the
smuggling nng, Karla
Patnicia Chavez-Jova. a
Honduran national

Where are the
immigrants from?

Transportation by truck 1s
often one of the hnal steps
In a process that can begin
months before somewhere
in Mexico or more than a
thousand miles from the
U.S.-Mexican border in
Honduras or Guatemala. A
review of court documents
in other cases indicates the
tractor-trailers are often
brought in only after Mexi-
cans and Central Amencans
armve by tramn, bus or car
1o the Mexican-U.S. border
region — and then shp into
the U.S. by foot or by rafl
across the Rio Grande.

In the 2003 case, the
pickup <ite for the immi-
grants was near Harlingen.
about 20 miles from the
U.S -Mexican border.

The plan was to drive the
tractor-trailer through an
immigration checkpoint

50 miles away on High-
way 77 near Sarita; once
through the crossing, the
immigrants were to be
transferred to separate vans
bound for Houston.

Why trucks?

The objective of im-
migrants who make it un-

along

i

detected across the border
typically 1sn’t to remain

in that border area. Mosl
hope to make 1t to large
U.S. cites, like Chicago
or New York, where they
may have jobs or family
waiting for them. That's
where the trucks come in.
Smugglers know there are
hundreds and thousands of
immugrants desperate to get
away from the border as
fast as possible. And they
see the money -making op-
portunity. The more people
they can move at one time.
the more the profit.

In the 2003 case, the
smugglers actively sought
non-Hispanic, Amernican
drivers who they believed
would be less likely to raise
suspicions and more likely
to make it through the
Sarita checkpoint. Tyrone
Willhiams, a licensed truck
dnver from New York, fit
that descniption. Just before
picking up his human
cargo, Williams had hauled
milk products from New
York in his refrigerated
truck

How do they die?

Dehydration, hyper-
thermia, suffocation, and
mechanical asphyxia have
been among the causes of
death in truck cases. In the
2003 case, Williams' trailer
was equipped with a refrig-
eration unit that enabled
him to haul milk earlier
at 35 degrees from New
York to Texas. But when 1t
came to his human cargo,

_ __._“

ek truck aher i crahoc
speeding

with sometimes deadly results

adliest mugrant suffocation incidents

"‘.l“ otan. The truck
awmmmm

W April 4, 2009: 35
suffocated inside a
southwestern Pakistan.
more than 100 people were packed inside the

St

he didn't turn it on. The
immigrants remained silent
as Wilhams was waived
through the checkpoint,

but they soon after began
banging on the sides of the
trarler as it became increas-
ingly hot and increasingly
hard to breathe. Finally.
feanng detection, Wil-
hams unhooked the trailer
at a truck stop in Victona,
and drove off. An appel-
late court later described
the scene inside: “Bodies,
both dead and living, were
stacked in a pile in the trail-
er. Some of the aliens were
standing behind the pile.
I'he aliens were stripped
down to their underwear
and were sweating.”

Charges

Because the cnme
involves the crossing of
international and of state
borders, it's often federal
authorities who prosecute
human traffickers. The
available charges range
from conspiracy to aiding
and abetting the transport-
ing of unlawful aliens
resulting death. Maximum
sentences can range from
a few years behind bars
and to the death penalty.
Prosecutors did initially in-
dicate they would seek the
death penalty for Tyrone
Williams. But in 2012, a
federal judge sentenced him
to more than 30 years in
prison without the possibil-
ity of patrol.

From IA - the investigation from San Antonio Texas to Houston. Prosecutors said
police. the driver heard them begging and
Homan said. It was not immediately known screaming for their lives but refused
Thirty-nine were inside when whether Bradley had an attorney who 10 free them. The driver was sen-
rescuers arrived, and the rest were could on his behalf, tenced to nearly 34 years in prison.
" believed to have escaped or hitched The truck had an lowa license plate “It’s sad that 14 years later people
' rides to their next destination, of- and was registered to Pyle Trans- are still being smuggled in tractor-
- ficials saud. jon Inc. of Schaller, lowa. A trailers, there still isn’t water, there
' Some of the survivors told authori- company official did not immediately  still isn't ventilation,” Homan said.
ties they were from Mexico, and four  respond to a phone message seeking  “These criminal organizations,
appeared to be between 10 and |7 comment. they 're all about making money.
- years old, Homan said. Investiga- San Antonio is about a 150-mile They have no regard for human life.”
' tors gave no details on where the ig  drive from the Mexican border. The The Border Patrol has at
began its journey or where it was tem in San Antonio reached  lcast four truck seizures this month
' headed. But Homan said it was un- 101 degrees on Saturday and didn’t in and around Laredo. On July 7,
likely the truck ‘was used to carry the  dip below 90 until after 10 p.m. agents found 72 people crammed
immigrants across the border into the q‘hequndy came to light after a into a truck with no means of escape,
United States. He sald peopie from person from the truck nmw the said. They were from
Latin rica who rely on smug- a Walmart employee in Mexm, Guatemala and El
ing networks y cross the lot and asked for water late - Salvador.
on foot and are then picked up Authorities in Mexico have also
by a driver. made a number of such discoveries
“Even though they have the over the years.
driver in custody, | can guarantee you Last December, they found |10
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and jail celis for nearly 20 years before the Las Vegas hotel-room heist that sent him to prison

O.J. Simpson had a

2008.

5

- r - .
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enters his parole hearing at the Lovelock Correctional Center in
O.J. Simpson toid a Nevada parole board last week that he's led a
that had him cycling in and out of court-

‘conflict-free life’? Not really

By John Rogers

Associated Press

left eye and cheek, and a
handprint still visible on
her neck.

She called 911 again,

parole hearing, came in an
“Alternative to Violence”
class that taught him “how

LOS ANGELES — , to talk to people instead of
When O.J. Simpson told a '8Nt months before fighting.”
chm Pﬂ.ﬂ)lc board last \.hc was killed. 10 n:purl That sccmmgly would
week that he's led a “con-  Yimpson had broken down  have been useful when
flict-free Iifc," he seemed a door to gﬂ lﬂl(]l her home he gn{ into that mad-ragt:
to overlook a few episodes and was threalening to beat  dispute in Florida with

that had him cycling in and
out of courtrooms and jail
cells for nearly 20 years

her. He could be heard
screaming angnily in the
background

a dniver who accused
him of trying to snatch
the glasses off his face

before the Las Vegas hotel- ¢ WIen the Th.year-old — Simpson denied trying 1
room heist that sent him to Imm’l; ‘:sd . f;{"“ . take the glasses, testifying
prison in 2008. board Thursday, “I've basi-  pjg fingerprints must have

There was a wife-beat-
ing charge in 1989 that he
pleaded no contest to, a
road-rage charge he was
acquitted of in 2001 and a
contempt-of-court citation
in 2008 that put him in jail
for five days.

There was also, of
course, the 1994 murder of
his ex-wife Nicole Brown
Simpson and her friend
Ronald Goldman. Acquit-
ted by a criminal jury in
1995, the football hero and
Hollywood star was found
liable for the killings in
civil court two years later
and ordered to pay the
victims' families $33.5
milhon.

“The idca that he
believes that he's led a
conflict-free life shows
a certain delusion that
he's been very noted for
throughout his career,” sad
veteran Hollywood crisis
publicist Michael Levine.

In the wife-beating casc,
Simpson was accused of
attacking Nicole Brown
Simpson on New Year's
Day 1989, angrily telling
police it was a “family
matter.” Then, fearing he
would be arrested, he fled
in hus Rolls-Royce, accord-
Ing to police.

Officers reported they
arrived at Simpson’s Los
Angeles home before
dawn to find Nicole Brown
Simpson screaming, “He's
going to kill me!” They
said she had a cut lip, a
swollen and blackened

e e — s —

cally had a conflict-free
life, you know,” the remark
lit up social media with
derision and disbelief

“A conflict-free life,”
Ron Goldman's father,
Fred, asked incredulously
Saturday. “This is who he
1s. He's a sociopath, a nar-
cissistic liar, a murderer, a
thug, a kidnapper, a robber
The list goes on.”

Of course all those
conflicts occurred before
Simpson had nine years
In prison to realize he was
not above the law. Will he
remember that after he gets
out in October”?

“I would guess that
there 1s some message
that got through to him, a
deterrence message about
having to take the criminal
justice system senously,”
said Loyola Law School
professor Laune Levenson

“But you know, stay-
ing on the right path is
difficult for anybody who
gets out of prison,” added
Levenson, a former federal
prosecutor. “And for O.J
who there is going to be
a tremendous amount of
public spotlight on, it may
be particularly challeng-
Ing.”

The moment he slips up.
she said, there will be an
army of people waiting to
push the record button on
their celiphones. And he
could end up getting sent
back to prison.

One of the most valuable
things he learned behind
bars, Simpson said at his

s e il G —— e — m——

gotten on them when he
accidentally bumped him
as both were shouting at
each other.

In 2002 he nearly got
locked up when he pleaded
not guilty to speeding
his boat through one of
Flonda's manatee-protect-
ed zones, then didn’t show
up in court. After a judge
issued a warrant for his ar-
rest, he paid the fine.

He didn't fare as well in
2008 after he sent an angry.
expletive-filled message to
one of his co-defendants
in the hotel-room robbery
after the judge specifi-
cally ordered him not to
contact any co-defendants
He jailed Simpson for five
days until a heanng, at
which Simpson promised
not to do It again.

Simpson has argued all
along — and repeated on
Thursday — that he was
only trying lo retrieve
some of his mementos
when he and five others
barged into that Las Vegas
hotel room in 2007 and
robbed two sports memo-
rabilia dealers.

Levine, the crisis pub-
licist, said that his best
advice to Simpson would
be to stay out of sight after
he gets out and, when
someone tries to goad him
Into an argument, turn the
other cheek.

“If he doesn’t,” Levine
saidd, “he’s hours away
from being back in license-
plate-making school.”

US studeht freed after week
In Chinese detention

By Matthew Brown

1s deaf, from the driver, whose knee was

Associated Press

BMJNmSS.ﬁuMm.—AnAm" col-
lege IS following a weeklong
detention for allegedly inj a taxi driver
mmmme

a fare dispute, in a case that drew objec-
tions over the student’s treatment from U.S.
lawmakers.

Guthrie McLean, a student at the Univer-
sity of Montana, was released from a deten-
Monday,

reportedly hurt in the encounter.
Jennifer McLean told The AP the taxi
driver had been pushing her around and
hurting her when her son intervened and
pushed the taxi driver to the ground.
Jennifer McLean said that when police

400 in compensation
threatened to imprison her son for up to
three years if they refused to pay.

The family did not pay $7,400, accord-
ing to Daines, who that more details
would be released at a later time.

“After two 20-hour days in back and forth
jons with Chinese officials, we were
to come 1o an agreement that worked
, most importantly for Guthrie
and for , his mother,” Daines said in
a conference call with reporters.

Daines said he spoke with Guthrie
McLean after his release, and he plans to
return to Missoula, Montana, to resume his
studies next month.

The State Department declined to com-
ment on its involvement in the case or the

for
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Iy, Miracle-Ear

Miracle-Ear'Center-Midland
3001 W Loop 250 North, C-121
Midland, TX 79705

432-272-8895

www.Miracle-Ear-MidlandTX . com

Miracle-Ear'Center-QOdessa
: 2508 N. Grandview Avenue
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432-272-8885

www.Miracle-Ear-Odessa.com
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One More Thing

Some parts of the evaluation include the use
of a familiar voice, so if you are married,
please bring your spouse with you.

Call us today to confirm
your appointment time!
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Liberals want Republicans not to be Republicans

B There will be no satisfying some
people. the goalposts will just shift

resident Donald Trump s entics
Px iew Republican congressmen as
his enablers. James Fallows, in the
Atlantic. describes their behavior as the
most discouraging weakness our govern
ing system has shown since Trump o}
office. He singles out Nebraska Sen. Beén
Sasse for scormn because “he leads all sena
tors 1n his thoughtful, scholarly ‘concemn
about the norms Donald Trump 1s break
ing — and then hines up and votes with
[rump 95 percent of the ume.

Another jyournalist, Ron Brownstein, has
written similarly When vanous Republi
can senators objected to Trump's attacks
on MSNBC co-host Mika Brzezinski's
appearance. Brownstein asked what the)
intended to do about 1t. Other Trump foes
echoed this cntuique: The Republicans
stern words were empty

Most of this cnticism 1s unreasonable

[t fails. for one thing, to account tor
whal the RL‘].'K.IhlIL.H'H have done. That
inCludes "mere’” cnticism. since words
matter 1in pohitics. Some ot those words

such as we need to look 1o an indepen
dent commission or special prosecutor

(Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski) or “our in-
telligence committee needs to interview”
Donald Trump Jr. (Mairg Sen. Susan
Collins) -- can have a fairly direct eflect
on what happens in Washington.

But it's not just words. The Republican
Congress held hearings about President
Irump’s firing of FBI Director James
Comey. Most Republicans have supported

sanctions on Russia the president opposes.

For the Republicans’ cnitics, these steps
were the least they could do. But they
weren't. The Republicans could have. for
example. not held heanngs.

It's unusual for senators to hold hear-
ings inte possible misconduct by 1) a
president of their party 2) who 1s sull
fairly new in office and 3) supported by
the vast majonity of their voters. Perhaps
the Republicans should have taken even

more extraordinary action. But they ‘re
falling pitifully short only if the baseline
expectation is that they do whatever lib-
eral journalists think it's their to do.
And things liberal | ists

¢
he :ms Viadimir Putin? Was Arizona
Sen. McCain really supposed to vote
against confirming Alex Acosta as Labor

secretary because the president tweets like

a maladjusted 12-year-old”

When you complain about how often
the senators vote with the president, that s
what you're saying. Perhaps this is why
the complaint is usually made by liberals,
who would not want senators to be voting
with President Marco Rubio or President
John Kasich either.

Besides voting left, what would the Re-
publicans’ critics have them do? Impeach
the president? Not even Nancy Pelosi, the
House Democratic leader, supports that.

“As evidence piles up pointing to the
possibility that the Trump campaign col-
luded with Russia, Republican lawmakers

GUEST VIEW

His legacy at stake,
Cornyn should show
leadership on health care

Dallas Morning News

the time tor Sen John Comyn

"W IS Lhe 1
N leader his state and nation need him to be He should ap
into his own history of bipartisanship and urge his Senate

work with Democrats to ix Amenca s athing heaith
_are law. an approach both he and Majonty Leader Mitch McCon-
have used betore with great success
\« things stand. the plan to repeal and replace the Affordable
(are Act that McConnell spent weeks wnting 1n secret does nof

colleagues |

'

Nave sulnowent votles 1o pass S0, @ nNew course 1S needed

But the GOP appears set 1o Choose a course that cournts disaster
. promised a vote on simply repealing the Aftordabie
2 milhon Amencans would lose their insurance

\!..,‘- TI"T!“L'.I T“.‘-.
I |-I.I'- \l'b._lr \ .llillr..
()26 11 this were 1o become 1law

——

President Donald Trump has suggested that if that repeal-only
and 1t almost certainly won 'L, the next best thing

it Republicans to do s to do nothing Cntics would continue to
h Obamacare. this thinking goes. and that would convince more
(¢ insurers 1o guit the Prograit I he taster it tails dunrdmg

™4 1 & ¥ i
i Iii" LAL IR, N I‘Il-i.."'"

the better tor Republicans

[hat ~ not just self-deteatng. 1t's monstrous It's also the kind of
hehay 1or that can permanently diminish a legacy That's something experiment
that Tevas semor senator should consider closely

For starters. tarthing to replace the Affordable Care Act and then

heering tor its dem

B a’
i

%
r
F 2K ' srasl ey
r."'._| L] L il 4 i L L !‘l.l-
More imponrtant. it
. i 0 s -_.1 J i i

creplacement. mulhions will lose insurance People will and do die
wk of coverage No party should expect political points for
g WIlh Deopic s HIves
[here 1s an altermative. and Cornyn should seize it Both he and

1s¢ Would e aluﬂ!"'phlu. I)t:w.plh: the party
| a4l Amencans want to be ‘dehivered  from Obamacare.
\ttordable Care Act s neither as broken nor as unpopular as Act
Oh boy. | really wishk they hadn’t done that
'he lawmakers want to protect young undocu
mented immagrants who could lose their tempo
rary legal status under Deferred Action of Child
hood Armrivals (DACA) due to a court challenge
from 10 states. It's probably also true that neither
of them trusts President Trump when he says the

the Attordable Care Act s repealed without

of Texas 10 become the

R

epublican Sen Lindsey Graham of South
Carolina and Democratic Sen. Dick Durbin
of lllinois have introduced a new DREAM
served for those who went to college — usually a
or yjoined the military. She had
no problem with rewarding service in the armed
forces, insisting that those who expect something
from America should be willing to give something
back. What bothered her was the insistence on
going to college. What about those kids who go
o vocational school. or go straight to work”? They

JEAL
74

The DREAM Act divides families

B If senators want to make themselves
useful in the immigration debate, the)
should stop treating immigrants like
they re some kind of social science

NAVARRETTE

Washington Post Writers Group

four-year college —
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have largely ignored Democrats’ calls for

urgent action and continued about their
day jobs,” writes McKay The
urgent actions he mentions: more

memmm
into Trump; voting with Democrats on
some anti-Trump resolutions they devised
last week; and “issuing subpoenas more

poenas :
if the Republicans did issue more of them
the goalposts would just shift. The sub-
poenas, like the Comey hearings, would
turn out not to count as “urgent action.”

None of this means that Republicans
are doing all they can and should do to
address the concerns that Trump's presi-
dency raises. Congressmen should, for
example, be looking for ways to compel
presidents to disclose their tax records,
such disclosure being a useful norm that
Trump has flouted.

But making a focused and reasonable
demand and then building support for it
is different from expecting congressional
Republicans to sound like the opposition

party.

RUBEN

White House has no interest in deporting these

This suspicion 1s justified. On immagration. the
current commander 1n chief has shown himsell
1o be as loose with the facts as his predecessor

McC onnell have playved the role of bipartisan deal-maker before

and this nation desperately needs them to do so again. Comyn

nlaved key roles in hipartisan efforts to improve mental health carc young people
and provide justice for sex traficking victims. and he 1s a pnme |

torce 1in ongoing efforts to pass bipartisan cnminal justice reform

For his part. McConnell's 13 phone calls with Vice President Joe

Biden in 201 3 to end a4 government shutdown was a masterclass in

Mdalesmansnip

Now both men need to draw from that history and work with
Senate Democrats to hix the Affordable Care Act This means find
INE Wavs 1O Aeep more Insurers paricipating. w hich should. as a
result. make premiums more atfordable

Making these or other hxes needn’'t mean that the GOP abandon
-fforts to keep its promise to repeal and replace Obamacare But

the party needs to draft a plan that replaces 1t with something vot-
v, and their own senators. like better
I his 18 aboul h’ll"r ing themselves that time. and ACCPINg Amen
hest interests in mind as they do so

[)iviributed by Tribune ( ontent Agena
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From the Left | Doonesbury

Barack Obama swore up and down that he was
deporting only cnmiunals, even in the face of sta
tustical evidence to the contrary. And, with equal
chutzpah, Trump 1s stil] assuring supporters that
there's going to be a “big, beautiful wall™ along
the U.S.-Mexico border and that it will be paid for
by Mexico, even though neither of these things
veems likely 1o happen

The Development. Rehief, and Education for
Alien Minors, or DREAM Act, has been a pan ol
the immigration debate since August 2001. That s
when the oniginal bill was introduced in the Senate
by Durbin and Republican Sen. Orrin Hatch of
Utah.

| admit, the idea looks good on paper. Young
people without documents who were brought 1o
the United States as children, and raised as Amen-
cans, are given a path 1o eamed legal status and
possible U.S. ciizenship if they go to college or
serve in the military

What's wrong with that? Actually, a couple of
things.

For one, we talk a lot these days about elitism,
usually in the context of how the Democratic Party
has lost the ability to talk to working-class white
voters in the industnial Midwest.

But the original DREAM Act was the epitome
of elitism before that was even a political talking
point.

This was driven home to me about a decade
ago when — as a Latino who supported the
measure — | found myself in an argument with a
Latina who opposed it. She worked at a vocational
school, and she pointed out something | hadn’t
noticed: The benefits of the DREAM Act were re-

didn’t deserve legal status’

Someone in Washington was playing God agan,
deciding who stayed and who went according to a
narrow definition of positive behavior

Why stop at attending college?” Why not
demand that beneficianes of the DREAM Act
not accept any public assistance, or abstain from
smoking, or never fall into debt. or not be unem-
ployed for more than six months at any point in
their lives”

The new bill from Graham and Durbin is a
slight improvement because it covers those who
“work lawfully for at least three years.” But it
also has a new requirement that recipients speak
English and know U.S. histor)

Great idea. But shouldn’t we start by demanding
those things from native-born U.S. citizens”

These moral judgments are all subjective, and
awfully condescending. They re all about what Gra-
ham and Durbin, and the other senators who will
eventually support their bill, require to make them
feel comfortable with overlooking the fact that these
young people are in the country illegally.

Welcome to this week'’s episode of the game
show: “Good Immigrant, Bad Immigrant.”

If Graham and Durbin want to make themselves
useful in the immigration debate, they should
stop treating immigrants like they re some kind
of social science experiment. Instead, they should
draft a bill that would eventually legalize most
of the 11 million people who are in the country
illegally — whether or not they went to college or
speak English.

It's no wonder that so many DREAMers experi-
ence a version of “survivor’s guilt” because they
were tossed a life preserver while their parents and
siblings are left to drown.

All this talk about how the Trump administra-
tion is dividing families. You know what really
divides families” The DREAM Act.
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suggested o come
noting: “I have in my
pocket a radio studio, a tele-
vision studio, and a movie
mmmmu
changed; we to rethink
the m‘nm
our

Trump announced Friday
that Scaramucci — a
polished television com-
mentator and Harvard Law

|

* By Richard Lardner
mﬂ;&vw- Associated Press
about the Russia investiga-

m. | m
e | TR
ihe Nation". Scaramucei | ©0 White House press secre-
said “if he thinks it's help- | 12 Sk the aceninistration
ful to him, let him do it ' being tou

He also said on CNN’s ““"“""M d
“State of the Union" that P‘""‘!.% sanctions in
“we're going to defend \r- .W":
him very, very aggressively Mm““ |
when there's nonsensical continue to work with
stuff being said about him “'f"‘:"“'s““"'.'”
And he will probably dial | Put those tough sanctions
back some of those tweets” | !0 Place on Russia until the

Scaramucci also said situation in Ukraine is fully
on CNN that an unnamed resolved, Sanders said on

mmmmu“‘uw ABCS mm
ussians actually hacked ~ Congressional Repub-
mmmwmjlmmdm
o announced Saturday that
they'd settled
issues with the bill, which
also includes stiff economic
muwlnnmd
Korea. The sanctions
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vole.
AWFUL SENATE NUMBERS

With a 52-48 GOP
majority, the bill would

Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and
Attorney General Jeff
Sessions.

After Ryan labored for
months before the House
a its health care
bill and eamed a Rose
Garden celebration, Trump
called the measure “mean.”
Trump said he wouldn't
have Sessions for
his job had he known
he'd recuse himself from
investigations into Russian
meddling in last year's
campaign.

Some lawmakers might
not be blamed for declin-
ing to carry Trump's water.

on Twitr He

said:
publicans, even some that
on my back, do very

1o their President

he dicn’t directly
mﬂy he was with
lawmakers, s

tweet came as lawmak -

The bill's rejection
would still let lawmak -
ers cast votes showing
say they honored

pledges, foes could say
they their states
or 10 conservative
pri :

mwuuld let the
Senate refocus on tax cuts
or other initiatives, though
it's unclear what major is-
sues don't divide Repub-
licans.

s

A loss means there won't
be a GOP law voters might

blame for health care

problems they encounter.
Though Republicans may
already own the issue in
the public’s eye, since they
run the government.

IT PASSES:
THE UNTHINKABLE

This isn’t happening.
right? Republicans have
run on repealing “Obam-
acare” for years

The administration
won't let the effort fail
without a fight.

targeting Russia, how-
ever, have drawn the most
attention due to Trump's
persistent push for warmer
relations with President
WMIIIRW
investigations into Russia’s
interference in the 2016

ign. “North Korea,
Iran and Russia have in
different ways all threatened
their neighbors and actively
sought to undermine Amen-
can interests,” Ing to a

Cold War foes. But Sanders
said the White House was

able 10 work with the House
and Senate 10 “make those
chm;esdumw-
sary.” She didn’t specify
what those changes were,
however. The congressio-
nal review section wasn
altered substantially and
Democrats were satisfied
with the results. Lawmakers
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'White House indicates ﬁmp i
would sign new sanctions bill

included the review because |

of wariness in both parties
over Trump's affinity for
Putin. Rep. Eliot Engel of
New York, the top ranking
Democrat on the Foreign
Trump has been unwilling
to respond seriously to Rus-
sia’s belligerence, “leaving
Congress with the urgent
responsibility to hold Vladi-

Carthy had pushed 1o add
the North Korea sanctions
to the package. The House
had overwhelmingly passed
legislation in May to hat
Pyongyang with additional
economic penalties, but the
Senate had yet to take up the
bill. The Senate last month
passed sanctions legislation
that targeted only Russia
and lran. Congressional
aides said Senate Republi-
cans may resist adding the
North Korea penalties, but
it remained unclear whether
those concerns would derail
the legislation.

s very sad that Re-

Mmbﬂlwonldtﬂ,3whﬂtmynot
‘ S h‘li:np-dhnn- muhﬁ&n

ing Ohje's Rob Port-
man West Virginia's
Shelley Moore Capito,
with more flexibility for

overnors to use Medicad

to help pay expenses

for beneficiaries shtgfng to
private insurance

McConneLL

The health bill's
floundering has tarnished
McConnell’s reputation as
a legislative mastermind
Many Republicans pri-
vately say if the votes were
g , he'd have gotten
them already

But the 33-year Senate
veteran is wily and doesn't
want his record stained
with this failure. He under-
stands what GOP senators
need and has time, and
if anyone can rescue the
legislation, it's ham.

TRUMP FACTOR

GOP senators cross
Trump at their own per|
Eight in 10 Republicans
still rate ham favorably. In
the 2018 midterm elec-
tions, when turnout is
traditionally down, th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>