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The Grinch needs a good 
cardiologist, and other holiday 
stories explained by scientists 

By Susan Svriuga 
The Washington Post 

It was the first time in his 

career fixing hearts at Johns 

Hopkins Medicine that 
David Kass had been asked 
10 diagnose a condition like 
this: A heart two sizes too 

small suddenly grows three 
sizes in one day 

For the residents of 
Whoville, yes, the trans 

formation was wondrous 
But when asked 10 be the 
Grinch's cardiologist, Kass 
considered what medi 
cal conditions might have 
caused such a change 
Never before had he been 
asked 10 diagnose a story 
book character — but then 
again, how many storybook 
characters have cardiac 
issues” “Horton has hearing 

problems,” he noted, but 
you would need an ear, nose 
and throat specialist for that 

I's al wt Christmas 

And so researchers at Johns 
Hopkins, Georgetown Uns 
versity and other learned 
places are bringing their 
expertise to some of the 
holiday's classic tales 
Georgetown professors 

answered questions such 
as: Does Santa use big data 
10 find the perfect gift for 
every child” Why doesn't 
Claus age? 

And they even wondered 
Grinch-like whether 

there might be some toy 
licensing violations going 
on in Santa's workshop 

At Johns Hopkins, they 
called on a theoretical par- 
ticle physicist 10 explam the 
ghosts who bring Scrooge 
nto his past and his future 
mn Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” 
Moving forward in time 

1s casy, said physicist 
beahima Bah, an assistant 
professor at Hopkins: Just 
start moving close 10 the 

Did you know? 
A federal court partially ited 
the Trump sdministration’s 

speed of light 
“In principle, physics 

allows you to go forward in 
time compared to another 
person,” he said, drawing 
on Albert Einstein's theory 
of special relativity: If one 
person (say, a ghost) is 
moving fast compared to 
someone else, his clock 
will tick slower; 10 years in 
the ghost’s reference frame 
could be 30 for the person 
holding still 
“But we don’t know 

how 10 move back in time 
said Bah, whose name is 
inescapably Scroogian 
“You would have to have 

negative energy density 
We don't know how to 
make that, or what that even 
means.” (Indeed. ) 

If there were a way to 
tear a hole in the fabric of 
space — called a naked 
singularity ring — “if you 
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The Christmas Truce miracle: 
Soldiers put down their guns 
to sing carols and drink wine 

By Gillian Brockell 
The Washington Post 

On a frosty, starfit night, a miracle 100k 
place. In 1914, a melody drified over the 
darkness of No Man's Land. First “O, Holy 
Night.” then “God Save the King." 
Peeking over their trenches for what must 

have been the first time in weeks, British 
soldiers were surprised to see Christmas 
trees lit with candles on the parapets of the 
enemy's trenches. 
Then a shout: “You no shoot, we no 

shoot!” 

The Christmas Truce was a brief, spon 
tancous cease-fire that spread up and down 
the western front of World War | It's also a 
symbol of the peace on Earth and goodwill 
toward humans so often lacking not just on 
the battlefront but in our everyday lives 

In that spirit, the National World War | 
Museum and Memorial in Kansas City has 
published an online gallery of hundreds of 
accounts of such Christmas truces -— letters 
home from soldiers that were published in 
British papers. 

Here, a sampling of these letters shows 
the variety and wonder of the Christmas 
Truce 
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“This has been the most wonderful 
Christmas | have ever struck. We were in the 
trenches on Christmas Eve, and about 8.30 
the firing was almost at a stand still. Then 
the Germans started shouting across to us, ‘a 
happy Christmas’ and commenced putting 
up lots of Christmas trees with of 
candles on the of their trenches.” 

Cpl. Leon Harris, | 3th (Kensington) 
Battalion London Regiment 

“At 2 am on Christmas moming a Ger 
man band played a couple of German tunes 

which made some fellows think a bit 
they played ‘God Save The King” and 

we all cheered” — Pvt. H. Dixon, Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment 

“We would sing a song or a carol first and 
then they would sing one and | tell you they 
oa hatonive SHI SE' Pv. G. Layton, 
AC Warwickshire Regi 
ment oe Bri Force 

mans, eS ay cur: 
Christmas Day if we did not. They gave 
ou Relonrs Com and 8 bottle OF whe and 
were given a cake and cigarettes. When 
they came back | went out with some more 
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Science Says: Are poinsettias 
poisonous? Some holiday truths 
By Lindsey Tanner 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Are poin- 
settias really poisonous? Are 
snowflakes really pure as the 
driven snow? Does feasting 
really put on the pounds? 
Sure as sugarplums, myths 
and misconceptions pop up 
every holiday season. Here's 
what science says about 
some of them 

FLOWER POWER 

Poinsettias, those showy 
holiday plants with red and 
green foliage, are not nearly 
as harmful as a persistent 
myth says. Mild rashes 
from touching the plants 
or nausea from chewing or 
cating the leaves may occur 
but they aren't deadly, for 
humans or their pets. Poin 
settias belong to the same 
botanical family as rubber 
plants that produce latex, so 
some skin rashes occur in 
people allergic to latex. Ac 
cording to a Western Journal 
of Emergency Medicine 
research review, the plants 
toxic reputation “stems from 
a single unconfirmed death 
of a 2-year-old in Hawan in 
1919 

Dr. Rachel Vreeman, an 
Indiana University pediatn 
cian who has researched 
holiday myths, cited a 
study on more than 20,000 
poison control center reports 

involving contact with 
pomsethias 

In none of those cases 
were there deaths or senous 
mjury. In fact, more than 

95 percent of them required 
zero medical care,” she sad 

The anglicized name 
comes from Joel Poinsett, a 
19th century US diplomat 
who brought the plant back 
from Mexico 

THE WHITE STUFF 

To form snowflakes 
morsture high in the atmo 
sphere 1s frozen by clinging 
10 particles that may include 
dust specks or soot. Add 
germs to that hist. University 
of Flonda microbiologist 
Brent Chnistner has found 
that bacteria commonly 
found on plants are surpns 
mgly abundant ice “nuclea 

tors” present in snow from 

populated areas, barren 
mountain peaks and even 

Antarctica 
So 1s catching snowflakes 

on your tongue a bad idea” 
There's a yuck factor. 

Chnistner sad. “It’s better 
than vellow snow 
He sand the number of 

bactena in snow would 

probably be about 100-fold 
less than in the same amount 
of bottled water 

There are a lot more 
things 10 be wormed about in 
making you sick than ingest 
mg snowflakes.” he sad 

Moooy murs 

The same things that 
can make holidays merry 

great expectations and 
family time can also be 

From 1A 

somehow go through that 
ring. and come back out 
then you would go back in 
time,” he said. “But physi 
cally, there is no process that 
can make a naked singularity 

ring 
Easter option: Suspend 

disbelief. Read more 
Dhckens 

Steve Farber, principal 
investigator at the Camegic 

Institution for Science and 
a Johns Hopkins biology 
professor, took on another 
question: Why did Rudolph 
have a very shiny nose” 
He knew there are cres- 

tures that light up naturally, 
such as sea anemones and 
coral that glow u brilliant red 

Eugene L. Commer, 91, of 
Midland, passed away 
Friday 
The family will 
guests from 6:00 pm to 7:00 

pm. Tuesday 
2017 a Nalley-Pickle & 
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tion from the University of 
Texas 

Helen mamed Donnie E 
| Brown on July 4, 1958 and 
| remained happily married for 
| over 59 years. Helen was a 

December 26, | 

Welch Funeral Home in Mid- | 
land. Graveside services will 
be held at 1-00 pm, Wednes- | 
day, December 27 

AP file photos | Resthaven North Cemetery 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Hundreds of experimental poinsettias in colors of pink. red. white and even 
polka dot patterns, fil the University of Maryland Research Greenhouse 
College Park, Md. Pointsettias are not nearly as POISONOUS as a persistent myth says. Mild rashes from 
touching the plants or nausea from chewing or eating the leaves may occur but they aren't deadly. 
for humans or pets, Cookie dough clings 10 the beaters of a standing mixer. Sampling holiday cookie 
dough. or any raw dough, can make you sick. And recent research says i's not just because dough 

often contains raw eggs, which may harbor salmonella bacteria. Raw flour is another culprit. A New 
England Journal of Medicine study published in 2017 details a 2016 E-coll outbreak that Mt dozens of 

people in 24 states that was inked with raw flour; Eggnog is photographed Nov. 10, 2014 in Concord 
NH. If extra shots of bourbon in your eggnog have you feeling lousy the next day, drinking more 
alcohol — hair of the dog — won't cure you George Koob, director of the National institute on Alcohol 

Abuse and Alcoholism. says. “You are in a sense self-medicating a mid withdrawal syndrome by drink 
ing more. The problem is that's gong to wear off and you're going 10 have an even worse hangover It's 
what we would call misreguiation in social psychology 

stressful. Holiday blues are 
a real thing for many people 
gneving loss or absence of 
a loved one, and wintertime 
can trigger true but transient 
depression in some people 
a condition sometimes 
called seasonal affective 
disorder. It's linked with 
lack of sunlight in winter 
and some scientists think 
affected people overproduce 
the sleep-regulating hor 
mone melatonin. Research 
suggests it affects about 6 
percent of the US. popula 
tion and rates arc higher in 
Scandinavia. But contrary to 
popular belief, suicides peak 
in springtime, not winter. No 
one has figured out why 

Ha oF THE DOG 

Forget that bloody mary 
If extra shots of bourbon 
m your eggnog have you 
feeling lousy next day 
drinking more alcohol 
hair of the dog ~~ won't 
cure you 

Here's what George 
Koob, director of the Na 
tional Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism, has 
10 say about that 

You are in a sense 
self-medicating a mild 
withdrawal syndrome by 
drinking more. The problem 
1s that's going to wear off 

vascular disease. His theory 
would take a sort of one-in- 
a-million chance, but it goes 
something like this 
Say one of the reindeer is 

pregrant and feeling lousy 
while Santa's sleigh is soar 
ing over the Holy Land. She 
passes out, and despite Santa 
Clauss desperate efforts 10 
maneuver, the crashes 
nto the Red Sea. The rein- 
deer gets cut on some coral 
that has a protein in it that, if 

you ever saw it, you would 
even say it glows. 

“The question is, how 
would you get that DNA into 
Rudolph 's DNAT" Farber 
asked, from the pregnant 
reindeer’s blood to the egg 
cell that will one day be baby 
Rudolph 

“There are particles related 

and you're going to have an 
even worse over 

Alcohol is dehydrating 
so replenishing with lots of 
water or other non-alcoholic 
drinks can help relieve the 
symptoms. But experts 
emphasize that prevention is 
the healthiest cure 

Says Koob: “It all boils 
down to, don't drink too 

much 
So what about that saying. 

“hair of the dog” Accord 
ng to an old folk remedy. a 
dog bite could be cured by 
putting the animal's hair in 
the wound 

DOUGHN'T BAT IT 

Bakers beware. sampling 
holiday cookie dough, 
or any raw dough, can 
make you sick. And recent 
research says it's not just be 
cause dough often contains 
raw eggs, which may harbor 
salmonella bacteria. Flour 
1s another culprit. A study 
published last month in the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine details a 2016 F 
coli outbreak that hit dozens 
of people in 24 states that 
was linked with flour. Some 
patients had eaten or han. 
died raw dough made with 
flour contaminated with 
that bacteria. Authorities 
recalled 10 million pounds 

DNA 
But why would just the 

nose light up? If some DNA 
from the coral got into a pro- 
tein that's only in the nose 

such as a smell receptor 
that could explain it 
Still, while it would be 

casy to inject the DNA into 
an egg cell ina lab, it's a 
little hard to imagine that 
transfer happening in nature 
Harder than imagining a 

jolly fat man flying a sleigh 
around the world in one 

night? For some, yes 
When Kass, a cardiologist 

whose research into heart 
failure has Jed to discover. 
ies that have helped many 
people, was asked if the 
university 's public-relations 

said, “TN do it, but | have to 
put on a fake Austrian accent 
and wear my glasses like 
Chuck Schumer” 

Complex on Nov. 3, 2003 in 

of flour, some of which had 
been sold to restaurants that 
allow children to play with 
raw dough while waiting for 
their meals. Baking gener. 
ally kills any bacteria 

A headline on a Food 
and Drug Administration 
consumer update sums up 
the agency's advice: “Raw 
dough'’s a raw deal” 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

The truth about holiday 
weight gain depends on 

whether your ( 
glass is half empty or half 
full. One often-cited study 
says it's commonly as 
sumed that the average 
American gains 5 pounds 
between Thanksgiving and 
New Year's Day. But the 
study authors found the 
average was a little less 
than | pound. Other studies 
have found it's closer to 2 
pounds, still barely enough 
to make your pants feel 
tight. An extra piece of pie 
or one gigantic holiday feast 
won't doom you, says Indi 
ana University's Vreeman 
The problem, she says, is 
that the extra pound or two 
at holiday time becomes a 
pattern year after year and 
adds up 

He didnt let them slide 
down his nose, as the Demo- 
cratic U.S. senator from 
New York often does, but he 
was able to come up wi 

-~ 

the Grinch's, it struck Kass 
as highly unlikely that the 
Grinch would be cheerful 
and active, lifting his sled, 
handing out presents and 
whatnot 

Kass drew on research that 
had interested him, in Sci- 

| | 

| 

Eugene was bom on May 
8, 1926 wo Ed and Pearl 
Conner mn Rule, Texas He 
served in the Military Service 
during WWII from 1945 10 

| 1946 as a Techmcian Fifth 
| Grade in the 723rd Engincer 
| Depot Company. He 

Frances Mozelle | 
then 

married 
Hamilton January 9. 1947 

| Fugene was a US Letter Car 
ner for 30 years in Midland 
he loved golfing and tinker 
ng around 

He is survived by his 
children, Frances Davis of 
Lubbock, Bobby Conner and 
wife Pat of Lubbock, Nell 
Vicker of Midland, Tommy 
Conner of Midland, and 
Nancy Jezek and husband 
David of Midland, nine 

| grandchildren. Jim Ed Davis, 
Amy Davis, Matt Conner 
Bryan Conner, Chris Vickers 
Amanda Vickers, Lindscy 
Conner Hill, Payne Conner 
and Tyler Jezek and ome 
great-grandchild A vary 
Davis 

Eugene 15 preceded in 
death by his wife, Frances 
Mozelle Conner. parents; Fd 

| and Pearl Conner, his grand 
daughter. Laura Claire 
Conner, son m law. Bill 
Davis and his brothers 
Marshall, Reginald and Don 
Ed Conner 

The family would like to 
express their gratitude to the 
staff and caregivers at Ashion 
Medical Lodge and Hospice 
of Midland 

Arrangements under are 
the direction of Nalley-Pickle | 
& Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Midland 

Online condolences may 
be made a 
www npwelch com 

Pickle & Welch 
[1 ol Home 
& Crematory 
(412) Mo. 5000 

biologist at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder studied 
how a Burmese python's 
heart grows dramatically 
after a very large meal, such 
as a rabbit 

Then, he tumed elsewhere 
n the literature. Just before 
the rapid expansion of his 
heart, the Grinch had stolen 
Who roast beast 
and down to the 
very last can of Who hash 

It was obvious: The 
Grinch must be » snake 

green, but 

ence, in which » molecular acknowledged. “But Dr. 

Open December 26th & 27th 
We will be closed 

December 28th - January 2nd 

2017 ot | 
| for Gilbert Medical Center in 
Oklahoma City, Dr. Herbert 
R. Cav , Midland, TX 
and Dr Ray Patel. Midland 
™ 

A woman of great charac 
ter and a loving heart, she 
spent her lifetime caring for 
her family and friends She 
touched the life of everyone 
who knew her. The love of 
bocks and cooking kept her 
busy when she was not plan- 
ning something for her loved 
ones. Christmas was her fa 
vorite time of the year as she 
would decorate her house 
endlessly for her family's en 
joyment 

Helen is preceded in death 
by her parents James Frank 
In McCullar and Helen Voss 

| McCullar and her beloved 
sister Elizabeth Ann (Libby) 

| McCullar Barrett 
Helen is survived by her 

loving husband Donmie F 
Brown of Midland and 
Spring TX. and children De 
vid E Brown and wife. Patty 
of Midland, TX; Dysan F 
Bennett and husband, Doug 
of Spring, TX. and Derek F 
Brown of Spring. TX. Loving 
Grandmother to Damielle 
Emmite and spouse Craig 
Devin Brown, Chelsea 

| Brown, Haley Brown, Jordan 
Brown, Ray Tatsch, and 
Martin Pfiffer Proud Great 
Grandmother 10 Eland 
Emmite Addison and 
Brynlee Tatsch and Camden 
Pfiffer 
Memonal Services will be 

| held at 5:30 pm on Wednes 
day, December 27. 2017 ot 
Kiem Funeral Home Memo- 

| nal Parks, 16131 Champion 
Forest Drive, Spring, TX 
mM 

Seuss put legs and fur on all 
sorts of things,” including 
plants. “To me, that's not a 
defining feature. 
And in the end, if his &:- 

agnosis (“Snake™) is conect, 
us medical advice would be 
casy. “Just don't eat so much 
at once.” 

someone would ah 
and not be able to out 
how you ate it all. It's prob- 
ably decent advice, 

you're a snake or 
not. It describe a lot of 
us after dinner” 

ed al, an 

L vy 
ottage 

Lan 



Rhetorical 
[ri-tawr-i-kuh |, -tor-] 

adjective 

1. used for, 
belonging to, or 
concerned with 

mere style or 

effect. 

LEFT: Members of Midland High Legend 
: fp Carolers sing Christmas hymns Dec. 2 at Wadley 

3 Barron lark for the annua! City of Midland 
Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony RIGHT 

i Crowds gather the Christmas tree lighting 
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and merry making was seen as un- 
christian. From about 1840, celebrat- 

Many people in the United States 
celebrate Christmas Day on Dec. 25 
The day celebrates Jesus Christ's 
birth. It is often combined with 
customs from pre-Christian winter cel- 

ebrations. Many people erect Christ 

mas trees, decorate their homes, visit 

family or friends and exchange gifts 
The Bible does not give a precise 

date for the birth of Jesus. It is also 
unclear when December 25 became 
associated with the birth of Jesus. 
although t may have been around 
two hundred years after his birth In 
the early centuries of Christianity, the 
anniversary of the birth of Jesus was 

not a cause for celebrations. The idea 
of turning this day into a celebration 
started in the early Middle Ages in 
Europe 

During Reformation and up until the 
middie of the 1800s. Christmas was 
often not celebrated because partying 

Weather 

ing Christmas became more wide- 

spread. December 25 was declared a 
federal holiday in the United States in 
1870. Since then Christmas Day has 
become a steadily more important 
holiday 

timeanddate. com 

Christmas Day 

Christmas services. 8 and 10.30 
am_ 5pm Spanish service, 12:30 
and 7 pm. at St Stephen's Catholic 

Church, 4601 Neely Ave ststephens 
midland. com 

® Christmas Mass, 9 am at Ow 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church 

1301 E. Garden Lane 
® Holy Eucharist Service, 10am 

at Christ Church Anglican, 5501 N 
Midkiff Road. ccanglican com 

@ Christmas Day services: Rite Il 
10 am. Healing Service 5.15pm at 

Sunday’s teciperatures 
High 
Low 
Normal high 
Normal low 

Dec. 24's records 
Record high: £2, set in 
1955 

Record Low: 6, set in 
1983 

Praciphation 
Saturday 
Sunda 
Month total 

Year total 

0.00 in 
y 000 in 

1 0.39 in 
177 in 

Normal total 
(year to date) 

Winds 
Wind 
Gust speed: 31 mph 
Highest gust speed: 1% 

mph 

The stars 

Note: Bigar 's Stars is based of het A: 

144% in 

Dec. 28 forecast 
High: 58 
Low: 36 
Conditions: Mostly sunny 
during the day/partly 

speed: 14 mph 

show the kind of day vou ll have 

n element of confu m 

S-dvmamic 

The Episcopal Church of the Holy Trin- 
ity, 1412 W. linois Ave. holytrinity.org. 
@ Christmas Mass. 10 am. at St 

Ann's Catholic Church, 1906 W. Texas 
Ave. stannsparish.us 

Christmas Day 
‘weather history 

Average high: 57 
Average low: 30 
Warmest: 78 degrees in 1955 
Coldest: 7 degrees in 1983 

Most precipitation: 0.53 of an inch 
in 1939 

Most snow: 1.7 inches in 1939 
Last year's weather: High, 72. low, 34 

Today in Nistory 

Today Is Monday, Dec. 25, the 
350th day of 2017. There are six days 

left in the year. This is Christmas Day 

Today's highlight: 
On Dec. 25, 1776, Gen. George 
Washington and his troops crossed 

Armaritte 
LL] 

» cb 

cloudy at night 
Winds: 5-1 

the Delaware River for a surprise at- 
tack against Hessian forces at Trenton 
New Jersey, during the American 

Revolutionary War 
On this date: 
In AD. 338, the first known com- 
memoration of Christmas on Dec. 25 
took place in Rome 

In 1818, “Silent Night (Stile Nacht)" 
was publicly performed for the first 
time during the Christmas Midnight 
Mass at the Church of St. Nikolaus in 
Obemdorf, Austria 

In 1991, Soviet President Mikhail 

S. Gorbachev went on television 
10 announce his resignation as the 
eighth and final leader of a communist 
superpower that had already gone out 
of existence. 

Today's birthdays: Singer Jimmy 
Buffet is 71. Country singer Barbara 
Mandrell is 69. Actress Sissy Spacek 
is 68. Former White House adviser 
Kar! Rove is 67 Singer Annie Lennox 
is 63 

Forecast for Monday, December 25, 

yh during 
the day and night 

d-pasitive; 3-average, 

#**%# Sometimes you mis 

Chance of rain: None 

so-so, | difficult 

hours to the max, because that 
wn the degree of your sun at 
birth The sign name is simply 
a label astrologers put on a 
set of degrees for convenience 
For best reswits, readers shold 
refer 10 the dates following each 
non 

A baby bom today has a Sun 
in Capricom and » Moon in 
Pisces if bom before 7:20 pm 
(ET) Afterward, the Moon will 
be in Aries 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Monday, Dec. 25, 2017 

sion surrounds a get-together 
n : Return calls 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
wh dd Pressure builds, 

partially because a key person 
n your life can’t seem to figure 
out what he or she wants. You 
might need 10 bypass this ind 
vidual when it comes to making 
plans. Reach out to & loved one 
ot a distance. Tonight: Be more 
available, as a friend or two 

might by 
CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
ward Whan it feels 

*&* * Dedicate the mom. 
ing to helping » child open his 
or her gifts. A friend tends to 
ioritize life differemtly from 
you do. Listen to 

persons suggestions, and un- 
derstand that he or she tends 10 
speak from a position of expen 
ence and knowledge Tonight: 
Write thank-you notes 
SAGITTARIUS (Nev. 22- 

Dee. 21) 
wR ® You might be pre 
paring ‘o make some 

direct your energy If you are 
single, you could be considering 
forming a stronger connection 
to someone. You tend to favor 
more conventional arrange. 
ments. Return calls to those at a 
distance before late afternoon 
Tonight: Relax in your most 
preferred 
AQUARY 

(1) 
*&# Be careful, as you are 

likely to encounter a dilemma 
that could involve someone 
else's feelings. You might 

IS (Jun. 20-Feb. 

is when you feel on top of your 
game. Others tend to be respon. 
sive to your efforts. Listen to 
your intuition when making a 
decision regarding a meeting 
time and place. Ask questions. 
if need be. Tonight: You are 
wherever the action is 

BORN TODAY 

Canada Justin Trodesu (1971), 
musician Jimmy Buffett (1946) 

This year you often have 
mixed feelings about what 
needs to At times. 
you are © serious, yet at 
other times you are able to 
make excellent decisions in 
a snap People trust you and 
your decision-making skills 
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make 
your well. Find a way 

this slip-up | 
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Trump sends 
Christmas 
greetings to 
US troops 
abroad 

By Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — President 
Donald Trump opened his first Christ 
mas E ve in office by offering season's 
greetings to U.S. troops stationed 
around the world and applauding the 
sacrifices their families make when their 
loved ones are away 

“Today and every day, we're incred 
ibly thankful for you and for your 
families,” Trump said from his Florida 
estate, where he is spending the holi- 
days with his family. “Your families 
have been tremendous. Always under 
appreciated, the military families. The 
greatest people on Earth * 

Trump spoke briefly by video hook 
up on Sunday to members of the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guard stationed in Qatar, Kuwait 
and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and patrol 
ling the Strait of Hormuz in the Middle 
Fast 

Vice President Mike Pence rallied 
US. troops stationed in Afghanistan 
during a surprise visit last week 

Trump comphmented each branch of 
the armed forces. He said the Army's 
“Iron Brigade” combat team in Kuwait 
1s performing a “vital mission” by 
partnering with the Iraq, Kuwaiti 
Saudi Arabian and Jordanian armies. 
and providing force protection in Syna 
and Iraq 

President Donald Trump gestures 

Carolyn Kaster/Associated Press 

a Christmas Eve video teleconference with 
members of the military at his Mar-a-Lago estate Sunday in Palm Beach, Fla 

He said a Kuwait-based, Marine 
air-ground task force has provided more 
than 4,000 flight hours of close air sup- 
port in the campaign against the Islamic 
State group, and he thanked sailors 
aboard the USS Sampson for defend- 
ing “high-value assets” in the Strait of 
Hormuz 
Trump also singled out the Air 

Force's 69th Expeditionary Bomb 
Squadron in Qatar for engaging more 
than 700 IS and Taliban targets in five 
separate countries and winning two 
trophies in an Air Force bomb competi 
tion. He called winning both an "amaz 
ing achievement.” 

But he seemed to reserve the most 
praise for the Coast Guard, which 
impressed the president with its rescue 

operations during a devastating hur- 
nicane season in Florida, Texas, Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

“You've done such an incredible job 
mn Texas and Florida and Puerto Rico,” 
Trump said. “Many Republicans are 
very happy but, | have to tell you, the 
people of Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico 
and lots of other states are even more 
happy. What a job you've done saved 
thousands and thousands of lives ” 

Puerto Ricans, however, may ques 
tion the resin; ph assessment 

of their state of mind. 
Power generation on the US. territo- 

ry is at 65 percent of normal, with nine 
of Puerto Rico's 78 municipalities still 
completely in the dark more than three 
months after Hurricane Maria walloped 
the island. The U.S. Army Corps of En- 
gineers has estimated power will not be 
fully restored across Puerto Rico until 
May. More than 200,000 homes were 

and more than 30,000 people 
have lost their jobs, sparking an exodus 
of more than 200,000 Puerto Ricans to 
Florida alone 

In closing, Trump offered thanks to 
those who are away from their families 
10 "defend all of our families, our free- 
doms and our pride.” 

“Every American heart is thankful 10 
you and we're asking God 10 watch over 
you and to watch over your families,” 
he said, before he asked journalists to 
leave the room so he could begin taking 
questions from the service members. 

Trump planned to join first lady 
Melania Trump later Sunday to answer 
telephone calls from kids seeking 
updates on Santa Claus’ whereabouts 
from the NORAD Tracks Santa pro- 
gram. The North American Aerospace 
Defense Command has tracked Santa's 
Lig ¢ for more than 60 years 

Judge partially lifts Trump administration ban on refugees 
By Martha Bellisle 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE A federal 
judge in Seattle on Saturday 
partially lified a Trump 
admimistration ban on 
certain refugees afer two 
groups argued that the policy 
prevented people from some 
mostly Muslim countries 
from reuniting with family 
living legally m the United 
States 

U.S. Drstnct Judge James 
Robart heard arguments 
Thursday in lawsuits from 
the American Civil Liberties 
Umion and Jewish Family 
Service, which say the ban 
causes irreparable harm and 
puts some people at risk 
Government lawyers argued 
that the ban is needed to 
protect national security 

Robart ordered the fed 
eral government to process 
certain refugee applications 
He said his order applies 
10 people “with a bona fide 
relationship to a person or 
entity within the United 
States 

President Donald Trump 
restarted the refugee 
program in October “with 
enhanced vetting capabil 
ties.” 

The day before his ex 
ecutive order, Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson, Acting 
Homeland Security Secre 
tary Elaine Duke and Direc 

tor of National Intelligence 
Damiel Coats sent a memo to 
Trump saying certain refu 
gees must be banned unless 
additional security measures 
are 

It applies to the spouses 
and minor children of 
refugees who have already 
settled in the U.S. and sus 

pends the refugee program 
for people coming from 11 
countries, nine of which are 
mostly Muslim. 

In his decision, Robart 
wrote that “former officials 
detailed concretely how the 
Agency Memo will harm 
the United States’ national 
security and foreign policy 
interests.” 

Robart said his order re 
stores refugee procedures in 

they were 
before the memo and noted 
that this already includes 
very thorough vetting of 
indviduals 

In a statement, Depart 
ment of Justice spokeswom- 
an Lauren Ehrsam said: "We 
disagree with the Court's 
ruling and are currently 
evaluating the next steps.” 

The ACLU argued the 
memo provided no evidence 
for why additional secu 
rity was needed and didn't 
specify a timeframe for 
implementing the changes 

for imposing the policy 
violated a federal law 

August Flentje, a Justice 

Department attorney, told 
the judge that the ban 1s 
temporary and “is a reason 
able and way for 
agency heads to tackle gaps” 
in the screening process 

The lawsuits the two 
groups were consolidated 
2d SRentil Ridges who 
have been blocked from 
entering the country 
The ACLU represents a 
Somali man living in Wash. 
ington state who is trying to 
bring his family to the US 
They have gone through 
extensive vetting, have 
passed security and medical 
clearances, and just need 
travel , but those were 
den the ban 

Lisa Nowlin, staff attorney 
for the ACLU of Washing- 
ton, said in a statement they 
were y for their chient 

“who has not yet had 
the to celebrate 
a single birthday with his 
younger son in 
will soon have 

'o hold his children, 

as a family for the first time 
in four years.” 

Two other refugees in 
cluded in the Jewish Family 
Service lawsuit are former 
Iraqi interpreters for the US 
Army whose lives are at risk 
because of their service 
Another is a transgender 

woman in E “living in 
such ex 

circumstances that the U S 
government itself had expe 
dited her case until the ban 
came down,” said Manko 
Hirose, a lawyer with the 
Jewish Family Service case 

Yet another is a single 
woman in Iraq, Hirose said 
Her husband divorced her 
after she was kidnapped and 
raped by militants because 
she worked with an Ameri 
can company 

Her family is inthe US 
but she’s stranded by the 
ban, Hirose said 

a letter posted to his sweet- 
heart in London.” — Gunner 
Masterton 
“Between the trenches 

there were a lot of dead 
Germans whom we helped to 
bury. In one place where the 
trenches are only 25 yards 
apart we could see dead Ger- 
mans half-buried, their legs 
and gloved hands sticking out 
of the ground. The trenches 
in this position are so close 
that they are called ‘The 
Death Trap’, as hundreds 
have been killed there” A 
Junior officer 

“On Christmas Day we 
were out of the trenches 
along with the Germans, 
some of whom had a song 
and dance, while two of our 
platoons had a game of foot- 
ball. It was surprising to see 
the German soldiers —— some 
appeared old, others were 
boys, and others wore glasses 

A number of our fellows 
have got addresses from the 
Germans and are going to try 

| and meet one another afler 
the war” — Pvt. Famden, 
Rifle Brigade 
“On our right was a regi 

ment of Prussian Guards and 
on our left was a Saxon regi 
ment. On Christmas moming 
some of our fellows shouted 
across 10 them saying that if 

| they would not fire our chaps 
would meet them half-way 
between the trenches and 
spend Christmas as friends. 

They consented to do so. Our 
chaps at once went out and 
when in the open Prussians 
fired on our men killing two 

| the same trick again. Well, 
during Christmas Day our 
fellows and the Saxons fixed 
up a table between the two 

about in top-hats and 
umbrellas up. Some rode the 
bicycles backwards. We had 
some fine sport and made the 

“1 daresay you will be sur- 
prised at me writing a letter 
on such paper as this, but you 
will be more surprised when 
1 tell you that it contained 
cake given to one of our 
men by a German officer on 
Christmas Day, and that | 
was given some of it .. We 
were able t0 bury our dead, 
some of whom had been 
lying there for six weeks or 
more. We are still on speak 
ng terms with them, so that 
we have not fired a shot at 
them up to now (Dec. 29), 
neither have they, so that the 
snipers on each side have had 
arest” — Pvt Alfred Smith, 
Ist Battalion Royal Warwick 
shire Regiment 
“Really you would hardly 

have thought we were at war 
Here we were, enemy talking 
to enemy. They like ourselves 
with mothers, with sweet- 
hearts, with wives waiting to 
welcome us home again. And 
10 think within a few hours 
we shall be firing at each 
other again” — Masterson 
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Handel's ‘Messiah’ lets us sing of greater things 
It is a Christian masterpiece 
known by everyone, a soaring work 
of genius that never loses its ability 
to astonish and inspire 

tis surely possible to be somewhere 
I the United States in the Christmas 

season without ready access to a per. 
formance of Handel's “Messiah,” perhaps 
in the middle of Denali National Park or 
the Mojave Desert 

The work 1s ubiquitous and deserves 
every bit of its popularity. It is a Christian 
masterpiece known by everyone, a soanng 
work of genius that never loses its ability 
to astonish and inspire, whether at a per 

formance of the New York Philharmonic 
or at a local church singalong 

After hearing it performed on Christ 
mas Day in 1843, Ralph Waldo Emerson 
described a common reaction, “1 walked 
in the bright paths of sound. and liked it 
best when the long continuance of a cho 

rus had made the ear insensible to music 
made 1t as if there was none. then | was 
quite solitary and at ease in the melodious 
uproar 

In his new book, “Messiah. The Com 

position and Afterlife of Handel's Master 

RicH 
LOWRY 

King Features Syndhcate 

piece,” Jonathan Keates traces the history 
of the work 

A native German who lived in London, 
GF Handel was extraordinarily prolific, 
composing roughly 40 operas and 30 
oratorios. His towering status isn't in 
question. Beethoven, born nearly a hun 
dred years later, deemed him “the master 
of us all’ 

Although the “Messiah™ is invariably 
called “Handel's Messiah,” it was a col 
laboration. The librettist Charles Jennens, 
a devout Christian, provided the composer 
with a “scriptural collection,” the Biblical 
quotations that make up the text 

Jennens wrote a friend that he hoped 
Handel “will lay out his whole genius and 
skill upon it, that the composition may 
excel all hs former compositions, as the 
subject excels every other subject. The 

subject is Messiah.” 
He needn't have worried. Handel 

completed a draft score in three weeks in 
the summer of 1741. The legend says that 
while composing the famous “Hallelujah™ 
chorus, he had a vision of "the great God 
himself” There is no doubt that artist and 
subject matter came together in one of the 
most inspired episodes in the history of 
Western creativity. 
An oratorio shares some characteristics 

of opera, but there is no acting. Handel 
was an innovator, writing English-lan- 
guage oratorios and giving the chorus a 
bigger role. Typically, leading characters 
anchored a dramatic plot. The drama in 
“Messiah™ was the Christian story itself, 
the birth, passion and resurrection of 
Christ told in scripture. 

The work premiered in Dublin, at a 
performance so crowded that the ladies 
were urged to come without hoops in 
their skirts. A rendered a 
verdict that has su “The Sublime, 
the Grand and the Ti , adapted to 
the most elevated, majestic and moving 
Words, conspired to transport and charm 
the ravished Heart and Ear” 

It took years for the “Messiah™ truly to 
find its audience, though. Back in London, 

some wondered whether a theater was 
the appropriate venue for such elevated 
material. As one querulous writer put it, 
“An Oratorio either is an Act of Religion, 
or it is not; if it is, | ask if the Playhouse is 
a fit Temple to perform it in.” (Everyone is 
a critic.) 

Of course, the greatness of the Messiah 
won out. Handel was buried at West- 
minster Abbey a national hero. A statue 
depicts him writing the “Messiah™ aria, 
“1 Know That My Redeemer Liveth.” By 
the 19th Seuuy, he work was a staple 
in Britain and the U.S. (associated with 
Christmas, even though Handel had it 
performed at Easter) 

“It consistently manages to transcend 
the limits of religious and confessional 
dogma,” Jonathan Keates writes. “Its emo- 
tional , the ways in which it embrac- 
es the multiplicity of existence, the direct- 
ness of its engagement with our longing, 
our fears, our sorrows, our ecstasy and 
exaltation, give the whole achievement an 
incomparable universality.” 
On the title page of his “Messiah™ word 

book, Charles Jennens quoted Virgil, 
“majors canamus,” or let us sing of greater 
things. The immortality of Hi I's “Mes- 
siah” assures that we always will 

OPINION EXTRA 

The mythical 
‘war on Christmas’ 

drives us apart 
erry Chnstmas' 

M Isn't it great to be able 10 share those words freely 
again, afer the long. dark years when we could only blink 

them to one another in Morse code or pass them furtively on slips 
of torn fast-food napkins, lest jackbooted thugs of the deep state 
kick down our doors and drag us to the nearest FEMA concentra 
tion camp” 
What can | say but. Thank you, President Donald Trump. Resiu 

ing our night to speak the phrase openly is yet another campaign 
promise on which you have bravely delivered. As you with grand 
pauses informed the Values Voter Summit in October “Guess 
what? We're saying Merry Christmas again'” 

Please 
The so-called war on Christmas has been a staple of conserva 

tive media for years, the Fox News version of Hermey the Elf and 
Yukon Comelius Like the bare-breasted women in his tabloid 
newspapers, it's proof that Rupert Murdoch will stop at noth 
ng to gin up a crowd unless it involves spending money on 
actual newsgathering. The drama of big government trying to steal 
Christmas (Ayn Rand meets Dr. Seuss) never fails to stir the blood 
of elderly libertarians 

In fairness, maybe people haven't been saying “Merry Christ 
mas” inside Fox News headquarters. Given all the sexual harass 
ment alleged to go on there, it doesn’t sound like a very joyful 
place. But in the actual world, I've never noticed a shortage of 
merries, Christmases or the two of them together. Think of “The 
Christmas Song,” which surely is playing somewhere in America 
every moment of every day from nksgiving 10 the end of De 
cember. And every time Nat King Cole comes to the last line, there 
they are: “Although it's been said many times, many ways: Merry 
Christmas to you!’ 

Not even bk 
Then there's figgy pudding song: “We wish you a merry 

Christmas, we wish you a merry Christmas 
The Judy Garland song: “Have yourself a merry little Christmas 

The Jose Feliciano song: “| wanna wish you a merry Christmas 
from the bottom of my heart.” 
Even the song about bells where the choir can scarcely keep up 

with all the “merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas.” 
Year in and year out, we hear the words at shopping malls 

grocery stores, gas stations and restaurants. | don’t know how the 
president has missed it. Do the rich cosmopolitans of Mar-a-Lago 
prefer “Joyeux Noel™ 

Christmas ought to be something nobody exploits to drive us 
apart. It's such an all-American po Hind inclusive, optimistic, 
mongrel and forgiving — the epitome of too-muchness and pup- 
[like enthusiasm. The English writer Charles Dickens may be, as 
ollywood insists this year, “The Man Who Invented Christmas.” 

But Americans took the day and made it a season, then stretched the 
season clear across autumn. We deck not just halls but entire houses 
in dancing lights with synchronized soundtracks. We dress our cars 
in reindeer antlers and our families in matching holiday pajamas. 
Have we made Christmas a wee bit vulgar? Only in the original 

sense of the word. America’s Christmas is something common, 
that is, available to all 
Which is how it should be, for the Christmas story is about 

erasing divisions and distinctions and borders and walls. A Jewish 
baby is born in Palestine in abject poverty and hailed as a king. An 
unwed becomes the ideal mother, and her baffled boy- 
friend the model of manhood. from heaven choose for their 
audience a scraggly band of with dirty hands and the 
stink of work upon them. And tess foreigners, lacking proper 
pen, punt a beacon of liberty, traveling through the night with 

above a hght 
Vou may recognize hoe lst words 3 + ppet fom Irving 

Berlin, the Russian boy who wrote “God Bless America,” the 
songurher who dreamiod 8 Wilke Chitittons.. 50 very American, 

el Tormé, co-creator of “The Christmas Song.” with its roast- 
ing chestnuts and nipping frost, was the son of Russian Jewish 
immigrants; another artist, Robert May, came up with the 
story of a little reindeer with a bright, red nose. 

Our Christmas comes from everywhere. Fron a pariah priest in 
a German village (“Silent Night™); from a Puerto Rican virtuoso, 
blind at birth (“Feliz Navi , from a glamorous New Yorker 
whose connects to Africa and Ireland and Venezuela 
“ANI for Christmas Is You™). Frank son of Sicily, 
convinces us annually that “It's A Wonderful Life.” Animator Bill 
Melendez, from Mexico's Sonora, gathers the Peanuts gang around 

oud hy the idea. A spirit of togetherness on, 
and oti Aeris Chistes wi more 
needed than now. Words don't matter: Merry Christmas, 
Holidays, even Good Festivus, if you prefer. And God bless us, 
every one. 

— David Von Drehle 
Post 

Merry Christmas to one and all 
B “Merry Christmas” is a phrase full of 
good wishes and one that proceeds from 
at least some sense of joy and hope in this 
world 

omehow, it's there. It peaks through, it 
squeezes through, its real meaning still 
touching the hearts of many, conveying love 

hope and charity. | am talking about Christmas 
ard the wonder of it next door to the misuse of it, 
as in Black Friday. That's when the gift buying 
erupts with mobs too often brawling over bargains 
m shopping centers, fists being thrown and guns 
being shot 

Imagine that - two shootings really did hap 
pen this year - but instead of talking about gun 
control let's talk about emotional control, about 
people getting to the best within them. Surely 
some in those shopping centers forgave whatever 
rudeness came their way, figured kindness more 
important than maybe saving a few dollars and 
happily, sincerely said “Merry Christmas'™ to their 
compatriots 

Here is a phrase full of good wishes and one 
that proceeds from at least some sense of joy and 
hope in this world. The words may be politically 
incorrect, but would it really be a huge offense to 
any sensible person not sharing one’s faith to hear 
so innocent and well- an ex ? Of 
course, there are those who belittle it, such as a 
New Yorker satirist saying its use is required by 
President Donald Trump's Compulsory Acknow!. 
ed, of Christ Act 

0 be fair, Trump has gone a bit far in his own 
remarks about the phrase, but one could as easily 
write a satire noting the fact that Kim Un 
has banned anything even slightly ing a 
Christmas celebration in North Korea. Then, for 
laughs, one could add that he may move to the 
United States and run as president on a platform 
of removing Nativity scenes not just from public 
areas, but from private areas, including churches. 

It is in fact the case, of course, that Nativity 
scenes had to have their day in court to make it 
allowable to display them on government property, 
though only if accompanied by non-Christian re- 

AMBROSE 
Tribune News Service 

ligious symbols. There are schools in the country 
that do not even allow the word “Christmas” to 
make an appearance this time of year. And the 
Pew Research Center tells us that fewer than a 
majority of Americans now celebrate Christmas as 
a religious holiday, but as a cultural holiday. What 
is more, relatively few Americans give a dam 

All of this fits snugly with other studies showing 
a sharp decline of region overall in an America 

ly more secular. You see it in such facts 
as these: Just 20 of households attend 
church regularly those with no religious affilia- 
tion is 22 percent today, compared to 4 percent in 
1992; clergy are hard to come by, and millennials, 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 
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Dimming Christmas lights reflect Venezuela’s grim crisis 
By Scott Smith 
Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela 
Marilyn Pitre recalls 

taking her family on evening 
strolls at Christmas time 
through Altamira Plaza in 
Venezuela's capital, soaking 
up the dazzling lights and 
giant tree made of light 
bulbs in a display that once 
drew co to New 
York City's Rockefeller 
Center. 

That was before crisis 
struck Venezuela. Now the 
40-year-old mother of two 
wouldn't dare set foot in 
the plaza after dark, fearing 
robbers. And this season, 
for the first time in years, 
no festive lights will bring it 
10 life 

It’s a sight that many say 
mirrors the mood in the 
once-prosperous oil nation 
Middle class residents 
have cut back on gifts and 
struggle to afford basic 
ingredients needed to cook 
traditional Christmas dishes. 

The poor have been hit 
hardest, some scavenging 
trash piles year-around to fill 
their stomachs. 

Pitre, Joking to Altamira 
Plaza on a bright afternoon 
after leaving work, said she 
tres to look beyond the 
shortages and political strife 
to the deeper meaning of 
Christmas. 

“As Catholics, we cel 
cbrate the birth of Jesus,” 
she sad. “But it’s not the 
same as before.” 

Venezuela, a country 
of 30 million people, sits 

atop the world's largest oil 
reserves, but crude 
prices three years 
ago, the economy 
into free fall and sparking 
social unrest. 

Residents endure shortag- 
es of cash, inflation 
and a lack of 

with President 
? Maduro's govern- 
ment clashed daily with riot 
police for four months in 
Altamira Plaza and in streets 
across the country. More 

were 
killed thousands injured 

Inflation is expected to 
hit 2,400 by the 
year's said Henkel 
Garcia, director of the 
Caracas-based consulting 
firm Econometrica, adding 
that minimum wage workers 
today have a fifth of the 
chasing power than 
two decades 
late Pent Tach rod 
launched Venezuela's social- 
ist revolution 

“This is the darkest 
Christmas we've ever had.” 
said Guianfranco Perozo, 
23, who holds two jobs just 

10 get by 
Searching an open-air 

market in Caracas for cook 
ing oil, Perozo shrugs when 

ed if he's bought any 
Christmas gifts. Any money 
left afer groceries will go to 
diapers for his 8-month-old 
day , he said 

re’s nothing to 
celebrate,” he said. “Too 
many people are hungry 
Too many people are cating 7 3 

Unrest simmers across 

Venezuela in the days before 
Christmas. Gasoline short- 
ages in two states left long 
lines at filling stations, and 
residents in a community 
on the outskirts of Caracas 

one night, setting piles of 
on fire, according to 

‘witter accounts. 
Water is com- 

mon, and a black- 
out lasting five hours struck 
millions in Caracas and two 
Jeighboring digles a week 

Millions of others desper- 
ate for work have fled Ven- 
ezuela. Antonieta Lopez, 35, 
will celebrate this Christmas 
for the first time without 
her husband, forced to find 
a job in Chile nearly a year 
ago when work dried up at 
home. 

Still, money is and 
Lopez said she could only 
afford to buy her son, Ma- 
tias, two items from his wish 
list — a Captain American 
action figure and a pair of 
Star Wars masks. 
Sitting next 10 her on the 

steps of a quiet plaza, her 
mother, Evelyn Avellaneda, 
70, said she's not able to buy 

she'd normally put on 
the table for Christ- 
mas. That includes a bottle 
of red wine. 
Plenty of people are out 
walking past shops, but few 
buy things, Avellaneda said, 

that when they do 
find affordable items, there 
are long waits. 
“There are lines at the 

banks. There are lines in the 
stores,” she said. “There are 
lines everywhere.” 

Putin foe clears first step in Russian presidency bid 
By Nataliya Vasilyeva 

{ssociated Press 

MOSCOW Hundreds 
of supporters of Russian 
opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny nominated him for 
president Sunday, allowing 
Navalny to file the endorse 
ment papers required for 
his candidacy and putting 
pressure on the Kremlin to 
allow him to run 

Navalny, the most 
formidable foe President 
Viadimir Putin has faced 
during 18 years in power. 
1s prohibited from seeking 
political office because of a 
criminal conviction that is 
largely viewed as retribu- 
non. However, he could 
enter the race, if he gets 
special dispensation or the 
conviction is thrown out 

About 800 Navalny 

a giant tent for the formal 
endorsement meeting held 
in Moscow's snow-covered 
Silver Forest. His allies sad 
multiple meeting venues 
refused to host the gather 
ng 

Ivan Zhdanov, who 
chaired the meeting, joked 
that the nverside event 
ended up being convened at 
a place where the address 
1s “Silver Forest, Beach 
Number 3 

Has everyone got their 
swimming trunks” Zhdan 
ov asked the participants. 

Election authorities 
observed the endorsement 
process. Navalny and his 
legal advisers submitted the 
nomination papers with the 
Russian Election Commis. 
sion on Sunday evening. 
Outdoor endorsement 

gatherings also took place 
in 19 other cities, from 
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Luke 213-14 
Suddenly a great company of heavenly host 

appeared with the angel. praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace to those on whom his favor rests. 
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Vladivostok to St. Peters- 

burg 
In Moscow, the process 

was delayed because the 
printer being used to gener- 
ate the paperwork stopped 
working in the cold woods. 
While Navalny's staff tried 
10 fix the machine, several 
hundred people gathered on 
a central Moscow square to 
demonstrate support for his 
nomination. 
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Monday-Saturday, 9 AM-6 PM — Sunday, 12-5 PM 

Dillard's 
IN-STORE SAVINGS 

% ENTIRE 
OFF STOCK 

TRIM-A-HOME & 
CHRISTMAS MOTIF 
* PRE-LIGHTED CHRISTMAS TREES + CHRISTMAS MOTIF JEWELRY 

+ ORNAMENTS « CHRISTMAS DINNERWARE & 
* TREE TRIMMINGS DRINKWARE 
* HOLIDAY DECORATIONS * CHRISTMAS HOME 

+ SEASONAL FOOD & CANOY FRAGRANCES 



5002" $250 Off + Aid 

ALL ABOUT HEARING takes pride in offering 40%-60% off 
suggested manufacturer pricing EVERYDAY on ALL our 

state of the art hearing aid products. OUR $500 OFF offer 
on a pair of hearing aids IS REAL SAVINGS to you. 

Offer Ends 12/31/17 

Call for Your Hearing Consultation Today. 

NO GIMMICKS COMPETITIVE PRICES SOUND ADVICE 

All About 
Hearing, Inc. 

2703 W. Cuthbert 
Midland, TX 79701 

432-689-2220-432-683-2521 

Hours 
MON. ED, STHURS. 

6 Desta Drive Tuesouy 

Suite 2400 
Midland, TX 79705 

432.685.6500 

Ki Visit us online at: AllAboutHearing4U.com 
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RECOGNIZING MIDLAND'S UNSUNG HEROES & VOLUNTEERS 

“ELLEN NOT ONLY IS A GOOD 
LEADER, BUT SHE IS A WORKER 
BEE" 
There are countless, amazing vohunteers who make sure 
Gingerbread Haven is a wonderful event and a fabulous 
fundraiser each year for Midland Far Haver Rt is a true team 

effort and each person is needed, no matter what their role 1 

One of our many critical volunteers is Ellen Ramsey She has 

helped in several ways over the years, and this year she served 

as co-chair to coordinate volunteers, which is a big job Ellen 

not only is a good leader, but she is a worker bee. She is a joy to 
work alongside, has a genuine team spirt and shares the load 
for whatever needs 10 be done 

| always appreciate Ellen's intiative and her questions. She is 

pro active and willing to do whatever it takes to ensure that all 
the moving parts of a huge event such as Gingerbread Haven 

sre working together Not only does Ellen work tirelessly 
Alongside us for months to prepare for Gingerbread Haven, 
burt she assists with other community needs, as well We are 
grateful that she includes our event on her annual schedule 

Each of our volunteers has joined a team much larger than a 
once-a-year event. Our volunteers are now partners with us 

at Midland Fair Havers, enabling this ministry to help break 

generational cycles and brighten futures That is the reason 
we host this fundraiser to help provide funds that will equip 

determined single mothers and their children to become 

independent and self-sufficient (and in many cases to make a 
difference in their eternity, praise God alone) 

DiAnn Koehl, executive director, Midland For Havens 

Human Energy 

INTRODUCING ... MIDLAND FAIR 
HAVENS 
Midland Fair Havers, an organtzation that supports single 
mothers and thew children, opened its doors in October 1997 

n a home with four bedrooms, an office and one staff member 
The program expanded 10 duplexes and houses scattered 
around the city Eventually, support staff was increased, and a 
secure facility was bul 

The nonprofit helps about 600 single-mother famibes annually 
both residentially and non-residentially The program was 

designed to meet a need identified by our community 
support for single mothers who desire to become independent 

and self-sufficient but who require more assistance than 

other local agences can provide There are agencies that 
meet emergency needs, and others that meet long-term 
housing needy, but there was not a bridge offering transitional 
assistance 

Midland Fair Havers does this by providing programs and 
facilities to incorporate e-skills training, accor mtabiity, 

educational and vocational training opportunities, counseling, 
guidance, referral, case management and a safe environment 
for women 10 pursue their drearms and practice ie skills 

The mothers in the transitional housing program must have 

identifiable, achievable goals of self-sufficiency that can be 
accomplished within 24 months. 

This requares a team of dedicated staff to help tram, mentor, 

counsel, enrich and hold accountable the mothers and children 

who participate in the program Midland Fair Havens is an 

tense program that offers a brighter future for the current 

generation and generations to come by helping families change 
thew ife patterns and break generational cycles of abuse and 
homelessness 

Fuels Our Community 

Chevron supports Midland. 

ELLEN K. 
RAMSEY 
MIDLAND FAIR HAVENS 

ee le a el a i A 

Professional and community 
involvement: | am a partner at 
Ramsey Petroleum LP and | am a 

appointee to the 
Humanities Texas State Board | serve 

on the Midland County Public Library 
Foundation Board, and | am the 
incoming vice president of the Pink the 

Basin board | also am a member of the 

city of Midland Hotel/Motel Advisory 

Committee. | serve on fundraising 

event committees for Midland Far 

Havens, Centers and Pink the Basin 

How did you decide to serve 
the community as a volunteer 
for Midland Fair Haven and 
Gingerbread Haven? After | 

attended the event as a guest, | 
immediately made the decision 
to volunteer Gingerbread Haven 

ts something that is unique In our 

community, as well as fun. Midland 

Fair Havens provides an incredible 

and much-needed service in our 

community, and | wanted to offer my 

support 

Wht talents and skills do you 
share with the community through 
your role at Midland Fair Haven? 
| am the behind -the-scenes person 

My wheelhouse includes skills such 
as organization and logistics. | focus 
on bringing these strengths to all 
organizations and events I'm involved 
mn. This year, the event was held at the 

Midland County Horseshoe to better 

accommodate the growing size of the 
fundraiser A total of 1,440 people of 

all ages attended two events held on 
the same day. 

What unexpected lesson have you 

learned while serving as a volunteer 
and through your nonprofit 
work? | have had some incredible 
experiences in my many years of 

volunteering What touches me most 
is the grateful hearts and appreciation 
of the organizations. My hope is that 

my contribution goes to improving 
the lives of others, regardless of the 
organization 

Why is volunteerism a priority for 
youl | think it is very important to give 

back to your community and to be 

mvolved My parents were very active 

n my hometown. which made them my 
example from a young age Yes | am a 

vic nerd! 

How long has Midland been your 
home, and why have you stayed? 

My husband, Midland County 
Commissioner Scott Ramsey, and | have 
been in Midland more than 30 ~~ 

We raised our family in Midland; this is 
our home. We have been very blessed 
10 be in a community where our values 
and behefs are commonly shared 

What else would you like our 

readers to know about you? | have 
had some great mentors throughout 

my years of volunteering in the 

Midland community, and my hope is 

that | can fill that role for the younger 

generation 
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How to protect your internet-of-things devices 
By Sam Wood 

Philadelphia Inquirer 

Internet-connected devices are nearly 
ubiquitous, with computer circuitry now 
found in a variety of common appliances 
They can include security cameras, DVRs, 
printers, cars, baby monitors and reliip: 
erators -— even “smart” lightbulbs a 
clothing. Collectively, those devices are 
called the internet of things. 

The internet of things is a big, juicy tar 
get for criminals. Up to a million devices 
were hijacked to create the Mirai botnet, 
which was used to extort companies and 

bring a university computer system in 

New Jersey to its knees. The botnet was 
later exploited to bring down vast swaths 
of the internet in a sustained attack on 
Oct. 21, 2016. 

Paras Jha, a former Rutgers University 
student, pleaded guilty Dec. 8 with two 
other men who admitted they wrote the 
Mirai code. Named after an obscure anime 
film character, Mirai scoured the internet 
for unsecured devices and casily found 
them 
Once discovered, the internet of things 

devices were hijacked by the Mirai 
malware and became part of a botnet that 

launched assaults on internet service pro- 
viders and scores of websites. Jha, 21, al- 
legedly monetized the botnet by demand- 
ing ransom to call off the attacks, using it 
10 inflate the number of advertising clicks 
on websites, and renting it out to other 
hackers for their own nefarious ends 
The attacks on Rutgers’ computer sys- 

tem may have cost the school $9 million, 
prosecutors said Rutgers officials told 
NJ.com the cost of enhancing security was 
one of the reasons the school hiked tuition 
in 2016 
When Jha discovered federal investiga 

tors were closing in, he released the Mirai 

source code to the world to cover his 
tracks. The code is still circulating online 
and causing damage, according to Brian 
Krebs, of KrebsOnSecurity.com 
Krebs advises taking these precautions 

10 keep your Internet of things devices 
protected 

Avoid connecting your devices directly 
to the internet 
Change the default credentials to a com 

plex password that only you will know 
and can remember 
Check the defaults, and make sure 

Please see DEVICES/4B 

Companies TRACKING EVERY MOVE |= Companies 

Gary Hallgren. president of 1-year-old Allstate tech startup Arty. is photographed Dec. 7 Arity monitors drivers via telematics 10 assess thew 
msurance risk 

Allstate spinoff Arity uses cellphone 
data to be high-tech backseat driver 

By Robert Channick 
Chicago Tribune 

In the auto insurance world, Gary Hall 
gren is Big Brother, watching more than a 
million drivers every day to determine who 
1s likeliest to have an accident 

Hallgren is president of Chicago-based 
Arity, a year-old Allstate tech startup that 
1ses smartphone apps and add-on devices 
10 track every move drivers make behind 
the wheel 

The result is a real-world safe driver 
score think credit score that Hallgren 
says more accurately assesses insurance 
nsk 
Launched in 2010, Arity spun off last 

year from Northbrook -based Allstate and 
moved to the Merchandise Mart, where 
about 400 employees have eyes on drivers 
across America 

Arity currently provides telematics 
transmitted mobile data for Allstate 
and co-owned Esurance, monitoring about 
1 1 million drivers who've opted into the 
program in return for an upfront insurance 
discount and potential lower rates for dem 
onstrated safe driving 

Allstate says on its website that partic) 
pants in its Drivewise program who fall 
short will not be penalized with higher 
premiums 

The plan for Arity is to expand its client 
base to other auto insurance providers 
and a range of transportation companies 
National General Insurance and three as of 
yet unnamed shared transportation services 
already have signed on 
A veteran telematics executive, Hallgren, 

49, joined Allstate in 2015 from Telogis. 
the following interview has been edited 

for length and clarity. 

a 

Q: What is Arity primarily tracking in 
irivers? 

A: We're monitoring the aggressiveness 
of their driving 
Q: How do you see that from collected 

data? 
A: It's acceleration and it's braking 

speed, and there's an element of time with 
it. There's also location. Someone driv 
ing on the interstate in dry weather in the 
middle of the day is a different level of risk 
than someone driving in downtown Chi 
cago in the snow at night, headed to a bar 
Q: Why would anyone sign up for this” 
A: The initial pushback is that it's 

Big Brother. But the reality is it's actu 
ally based upon your driving. It's a more 
accurate way to identify risk, and it gives 
customers control over their driving, which 
fundamentally | think people are going to 
embrace and like 
Q: How does this benefit the insurance 

companies? 
A: We're collecting about a billion miles 

of driving data a month, and we ‘re able 10 
match that exactly with the claims of the 
losses that people have incurred. It just 
gives us a very uni insight on under 
standing driving risk, which is fantastic for 
msurance c ies 
Q: swig so signed up three shared 

transportation companies. What's in this 
technology for them? 

A: Whether | use Lyft or Uber, | want 
my shared mobility driver to have four stars 
because that individual is indeed a good 
driver and not just that his car didn't smell 
and he gave me a mint when | got out 

1 think the consumer cares. and 1 think 
this is a big shift for the shared mobility 

! Q: Does being monitored change driver 
behavior? 

| [TEXAS 

A: There is a great opportunity to pro 
vide coaching so that people understand 
what they could do to become a better 
driver Risk is going to be more quantified, 
and people are going to start making better 
decisions based upon that 
Q: Why would an inveterate lead-foot 

have any incentive to share his or her driv 
ing habits with an insurance company” 

A: I'm sure a lot of people that have 
signed up believe they are the best driv 

ers, and there's people that haven't signed 
up that think they are crappy drivers | 
am certain we will find people that think 
their level of aggressiveness is high that 
are actually very safe, while there's ones 
that think they ‘re safe that actually are not 
That's why you've got to run the test 
Q: Beyond aggressiveness, what other 

bad driving habits do you monitor? 
A: Distracted driving is a very real phe 

nomenon. | think when people look, driv 
ing down the road, and they see people next 
10 them focusing on their cellphone and 
focusing on texting — you know that that 
is unsafe. And what is really different now 
is we were able to quantify just how risky 
that behavior is relative to not performing 
those behaviors 
Q: How big can this monitored driving 

technology get? 
A: Ultimately, all 

driving monitored 
le will have their 
upon these tech 

| believe that someday, we're to 
look back in disbelief that people not 
monitor your driving risk based upon your 
driving. It doesn’t make any sense to me as 
to why on earth it should be odd to monitor 
driving to understand driving risk 

Distributed by Tribame Content Agency 

heard of are 
exposing your 

personal data 
| ® ANALYSIS 

By Hayley Tsukayama 
Washington Post 

Here's a fun question to pose to 
the family dinner table: Have you 
ever heard of Alteryx? 
Whether you have or not 

chances are good that it's heard 
of you. Alteryx is a data analytics 
company that makes its money 
by repackaging data that it’s 
collected from different sources 
And it became the latest reminder 
of how much data little-known 
companies have collected on us 

and how little oversight there 
is over the security of that data 

Last week, an analyst from the 
security firm Upguard shared 
that Alteryx had not properly 
protected detailed information 
it had collected on 123 million 
U.S households (All told, there 
are about 126 million American 
households, according to the 
Census Bureau.)The information 
included addresses, information 
on ethnicity, income and even 
details about personal interests 
which it gathered from U.S. Cen 
sus Bureau data, the credit bureau 
Experian as Forbes's Thomas 
Brewster reported, and other 
sources. When combined, several 
security experts said, the firm's 
data would have made it easy to 
identify someone - even though 
no names were attached to those 
profiles. Alteryx’s collection of 
formation was open for almost 
anyone to access, if they knew 
where to look, according to Chris 
Vickery, the UpGuard researcher 

Alteryx acknowledged in a 
statement that it had a security 
problem and said that it had fixed 
11. “We take data security very 
seriously and have taken steps to 
help ensure that it doesn’t happen 
again.” 

This data leak was discovered 
by a researcher, and not (as far as 
we know) by a criminal. But the 
leak affects about as many people 
as the massive hack Equifax 
reported in September, which af 
fected 145.5 million Americans 
or nearly every adult 
One reason these security is 

sues are affecting so many people 
at once is that while there's been 
an increase in the amount of data 
companies collect, there hasn't 
been a similar bump in efforts to 
secure it. So a slip-up at a place 
such as Alteryx is “capable of 
exposing the vast majority of 
American households to compro 
mise with one error,” said Up- 
Guard analyst Dan O'Connor in a 
blog post 
5 1 Alteryx leak follows an- 
other Vickery discovery earlier 
this year, when he found that a 
data firm called Deep Root hired 

Please see DATA/4B 
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HELPING 
PEOPLE 
HELP 

THEMSELVES 

101 £ Garden Ln, Midland, 

433-682-8701 
casadeamigosmidland.org 

The Uptown Midland 
BPW has a rich history of 

leadership and community 

more about us, an 

consider join 
Uptown Midland Busines 

& Professional Women 

TRUSTED 
VALUED 
ESSENTIAL 
Lifelong. Learning 

basin 
pbs ¢ 

DOING THE MOST GOODY 
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432-682-9693 
1700 W. Wal Se 

Midland, Texas 79701 
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Centers 
for children & families 

Providing counseling for 
those in need. for children 

and adults, regardless of 
level of income 

Counseling emphastzes 
support and healing of 

individuals and families 

3701 Andrews Highway 

Midland, Texas 79703 
432.570.1084 

www.centersty.ong 

2.695.9901 

Resentment over brief affair | 
has divided family for years 
DEAR ABBY: Seventeen 

years ago, | had a (minor) tryst 
with my wife's sister. Months 

phone 
Since then, my wife and | have 
gone through years of counsel- 

ng 
Our family has recovered 

and all is well — except with 
my wife's brother-in-law (the 
husband). He considers me “per- 

DEAR ABBY 
Write Dear Abby at www Dear Abby.com or PO. 

Bax 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. Her column is 
distributed by Universal Press Syndicote 

have wanted 10 drop out and be a 
hippie or something, but in these 
times, there are so many 
ments fo get 10 where we want fo 
be and have what we've always 
wanted or needed. 
You know what, Abby” I've 

could provide one, but if | did, 1 one, 
1 have a hunch it would become 
very Sauuuied Yue for 
the "S0s may be happening 
cause life in the 21st century has 

you hold: 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Midland Texas 

Merctoring children 
for a better Midland 

Cs Jay LINK 

Older Adults & 

Baby Boomers 

Volunteer here 

to meet 

your needs 

Call Today 
432-689-6693 
Senioriimkmidiand.org 

1611 W Texas Ave. 

Midland, TX 79701 “Charge the Poh of Bs Lie 

(432) 683-1114 4206W. Loop 250 | 

- Midland, TX 79707 

(Inside PetSmart) 

432-520-3134 ext. 7 
www.midlandhumane.org 

LIKE us on Facebook 

GOREN BRIDGE 

With Bob Jones 

Bidding Quiz 
Q | — Neither vulnerable, as South, Q 3 — North-South vulnerable, as 

South, you hold: 

#KQ4UK20AQB8KS532 SA9650I530KI5487S 

With the opponents passing, youopen ~~ WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

one no-trump and partner buds two 0 » Ps? 
tate. If that's not break hearts, transfer. What call would you What call would you make? up your routine with some other | 
form of exercise. | can tell you make? 

you hold: 

make? 

A — Bid three clubs. You're protected 

A — This is a nice hand in support of ~~ by the fact that you didn't bid two 

spades, but we think you ned fourcard hearts, as you would have done with 10 

support to do anything aggressive. Just points or more. 

accept the transfer and bid two spades. ~~ Q 4 — Both vulnerable, as South, you 

Q 2 — East-West vulnerable, as South, hold: 

#K1759Q9740KQ24 103 

SAJOAKQIOKIRIS249 NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

Partner opens five clubs and right-hand 14 Ps 0 Pass 

opponent passes. What coll would yu ~~ 20 hs ? 

What call would you make” 

A ~The choice is between passing ~~ A — Partner might have raised with 
and raising 10 sx. Anything else would only three-cand suppor, s0 don't put all 
be silly. We fike pass, but bidding six your eggs in the heart basket. Bid two 
could certainly be the winner no-trump and give him a choice. 
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The internet of things is a big, juicy target for criminals. 

From 1B 

things like UPnP (Univer 
sal Plug and Play which 
can easily poke holes in 
your fire wall without you 
knowing it) are disabled 

Avoid internet of things 
devices that advertise 
built-in Peer-to-Peer (P2P) 
capabilities. P2P Internet 
of things devices are noto- 
nously difficult to secure 
and research repeatedly 
has shown that they can be 
reachable even through a 
fire wall remotely over the 
internet. That's because 
they ‘re configured to 
continuously find ways to 
connect to a global, shared 
network so that people can 
access them remotely 
When it comes to 

internet of things devices 
cheaper 1s definitely not 
better. There is no direct 
correlation between price 
and security, but history 
has shown that less expen 
sive devices tend to have 
the most vulnerabilities 

The Department of Jus 
tice also offers these tips to 
protect internet-connected 
devices 
Do your research. Con 

sider the security features 
of your Internet of things 
devices before buying If 
the device uses a password 
make sure it allows you to 
change 1 

Update firmware when 
available. Internet of things 
devices can be susceptible 
if not regularly patched 
Only install updates from 

¥ 
Laas 

ROM oun I'avinry troYouo 

known and reputable sites 
Disconnect your inse 

cure Internet of things 
devices. Outdated security? 
Can't update passwords? 
Then unplug it 

Turn off Internet of 
things devices when not 
mn use, or periodically if 
otherwise always on. Mal 
ware is stored in memory 
and can often be erased by 
turning the device off and 
back on 

Protect routers and 
Wi-Fi networks. Use your 
router's built-in fire wall, 
confirm it's enabled 

Avoid using public 
Wi-Fi to check Internet 
of things devices from a 
smartphone 
Use antivirus and intru- 

sion-detection products. 
Ask for help, or hire 

help, if you can’t figure 
out fire walls or how to 
segment” your network of 

Internet of things devices 
Some free online re 

sources can help determine 
whether your devices are 
susceptible to being ac 
cessed by Mirai or other 
malware. Be cautious and 
use only well-known 
sources 

If you suspect your 
Internet of things device 1s 
infected, tum it off and on 
again to purge the device's 
memory. Change the pass 
word. File a report with the 
mternet Crime Complaint 
Center 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

Data 
From 28 

by Republican candidates failed to 
secure information it had collected 
on 198 million people. That lef! the 
information such as people's voter 
registration data and social media 

sts, open to anyone who went 
looking for it 
Data collection and analysis is a 

strong and growing multibillion dol- 
lar business, with thousands of firms 
Alteryx, which is considered a rela- 
tively small data collection company, 
reported $34.2 million in revenue 
in its last y report. Bigger 
names such as Axciom — which 
was the victim of a hack in 2005 that 
exposed 1.6 billion customer records 

often report at least $900 million 
in revenue per year. 
While there has been some 

fallout from breaches — Equifax's 
chief executive retired after its 

breach, for example 
leaks don’t seem to have changed 
industry standards for data securi- 
ty. Data mining companies do have 
to comply with data breach noti- 
fication laws, but there have been 
few legal consequences for breach- 
es. It’s difficult to connect the dots 
from information taken in specific 
breaches to specific crimes, given 
that the internet is awash in stolen 
personal information 
“This is the latest example of 

organizations not applying strin- 
gent security to data in the cloud, 
and then underestimating the 
potential damage,” said Atiq Raza, 
chief executive of the cybersecurity 
company Virsec Systems 
Members of Congress and the 

Federal Trade Commission have 
previously questioned whether this 
sort of data collection is a violation 
of privacy. In the wake of these 

breaches, that concern is being 
coupled with the worry that these 
companies are not only amass- 
ing huge troves of data, but also 
not doing enough to protect them 
or tell people about their security 
failures 

Yet legislation to address either 
problem hasn’t had much success 
Even after the Equifax breach, sev- 
eral lawmakers called for stronger 
rules that compel companies to 
meet minimum cybersecurity stan 
dards and to be better about letting 
people know when companies have 
failed to secure their information 
But, as in years past, these efforts 
have yet to produce any new laws 

In the meantime, the average 
person can do little except monitor 
their credit reports and hope that 
contrite companies — shamed by 
security researchers — will learn 
from their mistakes. 



Company’s technology lets quadriplegics rims 
iTunes Movies U.S. charts 

for week ending Dec. 17 

Tunes Movies US Charts. 
1. Kingsman: The Golden 

Circle 
2. Dunkirk (2017) 
3 Home Again (2017) 
4. Star Wars: The Force 

Awakens 
S. EN (2003) 
6. Home Alone 
7. American Assassin 
8 The LEGO Ninjago Movie 
9. Despicable Me 3 
10. The Lost City of Z 

iTunes Movies US Charts - 

1. Home Again (2017 
2. The Lost City of Z 
3. Beyond Skyline 
4 Wind River (2017) 
5. The Ballad of Lefty Brown 
6. Stronger 

7 The Flat Earth 
8 The Hero 
9. Apache Warrior 
10 Heal 

Apps 

App Store Official Charts for 
the week ending Dec 17 

Top Paid iPhone Apps 
1 Heads Up!, Warner Bros 
2. Minecraft, Mojang 
3 kirakira+, Kentaro Yama 
4 Plague inc. Ndemic 

_reations 

5 Lie Is Strange. SQUARE 
ENIX INC 

6 Bloons TD 5 Ninja Kiw: 
7 Toca Life Pets. Toca Boca 

AB 
8 NBA 2x18, 2K 
9 Getting Over It. Bennett 

Foddy 
10 iSchedule, HotSched 

dos 

Top Free iPhone 
1 Run Sausage Run! Crazy 

Labs 
2 YouTube Watch, Listen 

Stream. Google, Inc 
3 Instagram. Instagram. Inc 
4 Messenger. Facebook 

Inc 
5 Snapchat. Snap, Inc 
6 Facebook Facebook. Inc 

7 Rush Ketchapp 
8 Go Plane, Voodoo 
9. Color by Number Color 

ng Book, Fun Games For Free 
10 Rules of Survival. Ne 

Ease Games 

Top Paid iPad Apps 
1 Pocket God, Bolt Creative 
2 Toca Life Pets. Toca Boca 

AB 
3 Minecraft, Mojang 
4 Procreate. Savage Inter 

acthve Pry Lid 

5 Heads Upl, Warner Bros 
6 Geometry Dash. Rob Top 

3ames AB 
7 The Escapmts. Team17 

Software Lid 
8 Sago Mini Snow Day 

Sago Mini 
9 Bloons TD § HD. Nirya 

Lt 

10 Notabiity. Ginger Labs 

Top Free iPad Apps 
1 Netfix, Nethix, Inc 
2 YouTube Walch, Listen 

Stream, Google, Inc 
3. Pixel Art - Color by Num. 

ber, Easybran 

4 Color by Number Color 
ing Book. Fun Games For Free 

5. Rules of Survival. Ne 
Ease Games 

6 Kick the Buddy, Chill Fleet 
7 Sandbox Coloring. Alexey 

Gngorkin 
8 Facebook, Facebook. Inc 
9 Messenger Facebook 

Inc 
10 Google Chrome 

Google, Inc. 

By Andrea K. 
McDaniels 
Baltimore Sun 

A day after Oded Ben 
| Dov appeared on Israeli 
television to promote his 
video game technology, 

| which allowed players 
to contro! their games 
by moving their heads, a 
viewer called him with 
another suggestion for the 
software 

“I can’t move my arms 
or legs,” the viewer told 
him. “Can you make a 
smartphone that | can 
use?” 

That conversation more 
than four years ago led 
to the creation of Open 
Sesame, an app that al 
lows people to control a 
touch-screen smartphone 
or tablet hands-free 
Instead of swiping with 
a finger. the technology 
lets users control the 
device with small head 
movements or voice com 

mands. The technology 
can help people who are 
paralyzed or have limited 
mobility due to neurode 
generative diseases such 
as MS or ALS 

The technology caught 
the attention of Maryland 
government officials dur 
ing a 2016 trade mission 
to Israel. As a result of 
the relationship developed 
then, Ben Dov moved the 
headquarters of his tech 
nology company, Sesame 
Enable, from Israel to 
Bethesda last month 

The state is now cover 
ing the cost of tablets 
with the Open Sesame 
technology installed for 
low-income people with 
certain disabilities. much 
like it does for text and 
braille telephones for the 
deaf and blind through 
its Maryland Accessible 
Telecommunications 
program 
“Adding Open Sesame 

to the growing number 
of assistive technology 
resources Maryland Relay 
provides allows us to 
serve even more Mary 
landers, connecting them 
with the technology they 
need to lead fulfilling and 
productive lives,” sad 
Lance Schine, deputy 
secretary of the Maryland 
Department of Informa 
tion Technology 
Ben Dov said he liked 

the idea of using his tech 
nology to help people 
People can use the app 
using their own devices 
or they can buy a bundle 
from Sesame Enable that 
includes both the hard 
ware and software 
“The phone call shifted 

something in my mind 
and took me on another 
route in my life,” he sad 
No more video games 

About 5.4 millon 
people, or 1.7 percent of 
the U.S. population, lives 
with some form of pa 
ralysis, according to the 
Reeves Foundation 
The Open Sesame app 

| 1s one of the latest prod 
ucts in the growing field 
of technology targeting 
those living with pa 
ralysis and othe: disabled 
people. Smart phones and 
tablets have helped spur 
development of some of 
the latest technologies 
There are devices, for 
example, that translate 
sign language into text 

| messages and alert people 
in wheelchairs that they 

| need to move 10 avoid 
| pressure sores 

“We know our smart 
| phones are now basically 

small computers that can 
not only help with com- 
munication, but allow 
people to do all sorts of 
other activities,” said Dr. 
Marlis Gonzalez Fernan- 
dez, vice chair of clinical 
affairs in the department 
of physical medicine and 
rehabilitation at Johns 
Hopkins University 
School of Medicine. “It 
is opening up a whole 
new set of opportunities 
for people with disabili 
ties who can’t use their 
hands.” 

The devices are en 
abling many with disabili 
ties to live more indepen 
dently and perform basic 
activities they couldn't do 
on their own. For some, 
it has provided a sense of 
normalcy, independence 
and, perhaps most impor 
tantly, connectedness 

Severely disabled 
people sometimes find 
themselves alone and 
isolated from others. Ben 
Dov said some of the 
disabled people he has 
spoken with just want to 

be able to take a selfie 
or browse Facebook, 
something his technology 
allows them to do 

‘Making social con 
nections is such a big 
problem for people with 
disabilities,” said Dr 
Henry S_ York, director 
of the spinal cord injury 
anit at the University of 

healthy living 

Maryland Rehabilitation 
and Orthopaedic Institute 
“This allows them to in- 
teract with others and not 
be isolated at home.” 

Rick Frame, a 54-year- 
old from Texas, first 
learned about Open 
Sesame from a news 
story a friend forwarded 
him. Frame became a 
quadriplegic 15 years ago 
after he was rear-ended 
and thrown over a bridge 
while on his motorcycle 
Until he began using 
the app, Frame said he 
always needed someone 
to dial the phone for him 
and pick it up when it 
rang 
Now he can use the 

phone by himself. Frame 
spends most of his time 
in bed and now keeps his 
smart phone on a table 
that sits on his lap 
“When | am home 

alone or no one else is 
around, this makes me 
feel more secure because 
I can call someone if | 
need help,” Frame said 

Those who work in 
rehabilitation said that 
Open Sesame is one 
of the more advanced 
systems they have seen to 

help the disabled use the 
phone. Other devices are 
more limited in what they 
can do, York said. For 
instance, some require 

using a proprietary com 
puter or wearing a sticker 

on one’s forehead for the 
device to detect 
“We have plenty of de- 

vices in our gyms that are 
costly and not available to 
many people,” York said 
“(Open Sesame) is one of 
the first | have seen in a 
while that | think has the 
potential to impact the 
masses.” 
By paying for the cost» 

of tablets the state will 
help more le access 
products like Open Sesa- 
me, Gonzalez Fernandez 
said. She said insurance 
companies or government 
health programs typically 
only subsidize products 
that are solely for a medi 
cal purpose. A tablet has 
many uses 

Eight states, including 
Kansas, Missouri, Texas 
and Wisconsin, are subsi 
dizing devices to various 
degrees, according to 
Sesame Enable. For in 
stance, Kansas fully funds 
a tablet or phone with 
the software installed 
and Texas offers a $550 
coupon to cover the cost 
of a tablet or phone 
With its headquarters 

now in the United States, 
Ben Dov hopes to bring 
more states onboard 
Ben Dov said he chose 

Maryland for his com 
pany 's headquarters be 
cause of the state subsidy 
program and Bethesda 
for its proximity to health 

‘use the phone without physical assistance 
institutions, including 
those focused on veterans 
such as the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical 
Center and the VA Medi- 
cal Center in Washington, 
D.C 
Being close to Wash- 

ington has other advan- 
tages 
“We know we'll have 

opportunity to influence 
change needed to make 
our technology readily 
available to all Americans 
who can benefit from it,” 
he said 
The company currently 

has five U.S. employees 
and plans to hire up to 
five additional Mary- 
land residents who are 
veterans or have limited 
mobility disabilities 
Giora Livne, the man 

who called Ben Dov 
more than four years ago 
and helped co-found the 
company, was involved in 
the testing of the technol 
ogy and is now Sesame 
Enable’s vice president of 
accessibility 
Ben Dov said Livne is 

most happy that he can 
now order flowers for his 
wife on his own 

“We are making basic 
things in life accessible to 
so many people that need 
i,” Ben Dov said. “1 am 
grateful for that” 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 
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Communication with patients & caregivers 
warms heart of St. Joseph’s Socorro Carrasco 
Making sure every 

Medicare patient and ev- 
ery CNA or RN arc on 
the same page, schedule- 
wise, sounds like a major 
job. Especially consid- 
ering that St Joseph's 
Home Health covers 17 
large counties in west 
Texas 

It 1s indeed, but St. Jo- 
seph’s Socorro Carrasco 
thrives on the challenge 
She's successful with 

a combination of love 
for patients, dedication 
to making the schedule 
work even when changes 

and—prayer 
Definitely prayer. 
“1 pray every moming 

in the car on the way to 
work, and every evening 
on the way home.” So- 
corro says. “It helps me 
stay grounded.” 

That's the first level of 
communication 
Hearing from caregiv- 

ers and patients comes 
next 

Sometimes a caregiver 
arrives and finds no onc 
at home, so the caregiver 
alerts Socorro. Socorro 
then calls family mem- 
bers to see if the patient 
forgot 10 tell her about a 
doctor's ntment of a 

trip out of town. 

occasion, the patient 
is actually at home, un- 
able to due to a 
fall. In a case like that, 

Midland 
Family Care 

this communication can 
save a life 
And if a regularly sched- 

uled provider can’t make it 
for an appointment, Socorro 
springs into action to make 
sure she finds someone clsc 
to do the visit. “Our patients 
are counting on our help, so 

Chrissy Russell, FNP-C and staff’ 

eave Hash Pion which 
is the first step toward building a 
productive team. 

4506 Briarwood 

Socorro has worked st St 
Joseph's since day ome, 12 
years ago, when she was an 
in-home caregiver. Although 
she loves the office work 
vow, she left home care 
reluctantly —partly because 
she loved the one-on-mne in- 
teraction with patients, and 
partly because she was con- 
cerned about the complexity 
of leaming the scheduling 

software on the computer 
After encouragement 

from a family member, she 
stepped up, learned what 10 
do, and now is, in effect, the 
nerve center of the company 

“I love it now because | get 
to help even more people 
and there's never a dull mo- 
ment,” she says 

Basically, if this job was 
easy, anybody could do 
Solving the challenges of 
meshing patient schedules 
with caregivers’ schedules 
gives her a good feeling 
Socorro and everyone else 

at St. Joseph's takes to heart 
that their patients rely on 
them in order to stay as 
healthy and comfortable 
as possible at home. That 
caregiver visit is often the 
ghhgh of the day. That's 
why orro does every- 
thing to make sure 
the sc works 

It’s also why you can trust 
your loved one’s care to St 
Joseph's Home Health 
Communicate with them 

today’! 

St Joseph's Home Health 
provides a long list of in 
home health and other 
services. Insurance and 
private-pay services are 

available. Call them at 432- 
684-5858. Their website is 
www inc.com. They 
serve Midland, Ector and 
the surrounding counties 

mo AcousTics 

Meaning Cenvens, Inc, 

“Your Professionals for Better Hearing 

Specializing in Digital Hearing Aids 

| Office Hours Mon-Fn 8 30-5 30 
Ortand Purost, Au DO 
Ginger L Peugh, Au OD | 

Solutions to fit 
your needs 

“Full/Light Housekeeping ‘Personal Shopping 
* Sitting Services at Home/Hospital * Errands 

*Meal Prep for 14 *Full Care for Bedridden 

Home Health, Inc 
30 Village Circle * Midland, TX 79701 

Ph: §77684-5858 Fax: §77.684.-585% 
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OOFING The wiseman built his house on a rock OOFINGS 
Then he hired Hartman to roof it!!! 

432-522-1117 All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates 

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!! 

Mention this ad. and receive $300.00 
Commercial ® Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 
www. HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more 
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Melinda Sue Gordon/Warner Bros. Pictures. 

Fionn Whitehead in a scene from “Dunkirk * 

‘Dunkirk,’ ‘Call Me By Your 
Name’ top AP’s best 2017 films 

ssociated Press Film 
Writers Lindsey 

. Bahr and Jake Coyle 
name their choices for the 
best films of 2017 

Linsey Barr: 

1. “Dunkirk” I'm not 
sure [I've ever been so 
wholly transported by and 
viscerally engaged in a 
theatergoing expenence as 
| was watching Christo. 
pher Nolan's iece 
“Dunkirk.” but the filmmak 
er continues to innovatively 
use the generous budgets his 
success has afforded him to 
push the envelope of immer 
sive cinema and storytelling 

2. “Lady Bird”: Thank 
you, Greta Gerwig, for 

ntroducing us to Lady Bird, 
her mother Marion, her 
friend Julie, her boyfriends 
Kyle and Danny, her brother 
Miguel and his girtfriend 
Shelly, her father Larry 
and all the other wonder 
fully complex humans who 
populate the world around 
a selfish, but also evolving 
Sacramento teenager's life 
Lady Bird” 1s one of those 

mstant classics, one you 
want 10 start again as soon 
as 11's over 

3 “mother!” What con 
troversy”? Darren Aronof 
sky's “mother!” is a thnlhng 
and provocative not. Don't 
be scared off by THAT 
scene because Jennifer 
Lawrence is excellent in the 
straightforward but riveting 
biblical allegory (that can 
also be about whatever you 
want NATCISSIShic artists 

the subjugation of women 
the environment) 

4 “Call Me By Your 
Name": There aren't a 
lot of truly sexy movies 
nowadays, which is just 
one of the many reasons 
alan filmmaker Luca 
Guadagnino's “Call Me 
By Your Name” stands out 
among the rest. Deliciously 
mdulgent in every possible 
way, it is a lovely, decadent 
time falling in love with 
Elo (Timothee Chalamet) 
and Oliver (Armie Ham 
mer) over the course of one 

pretty, wistful summer 
5 “The Flonda Project” 

Director Sean Baker is so 
good at showing us pockets 
of our world that most of 
us either don’t see or don't 
want to see, and painting 
portraits of its inhabitants 
that manage to be both 
empathetic and unflinching 
This time his ts are 
the so-called “hi home 
less” living on the outskirts 
of Orlando in a low rent 
motel, featuring an all 
timer nice guy performance 
from Willem Dafoe, and 
some truly exciting acting 
discoveries in the young 
Brooklynn Prince and Bria 
Vinaite 

6. “Get Out”: This film 
n't your standard horror 
and that's what makes it 
great. Writer-director Jordan 
Peele brilliantly weaved 
poignant social commen 
tary into a top-notch genre 
pic a tricky thing to do 
especially when it's your 
directorial debut. With it, 

packed origin story about 
the Amazonian princess, 
who 1s perfectly embodied 
by Gal Gadot. This one, | 
imagine, will impact gen. 
erations to come. 

9. “Jane”. Director Brett 
Morgen uses never-before 
seen National Geographic 
footage to craft a loving 
tribute to the extraordinary 
life of Jane Goodall, given 
extra grandeur from a stimu 
lating Philip Glass score 

10. “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi”: Rian Johnson made 
Star Wars fun and funny 
again, while still delivering 
a truly exciting story (and 
fresh step forward) for the 
aging franchise. Our old he 
roes might be fading away 
but the future suddenly 
looks promising again 

Honorable Mentions 
Good Time,” “The Disaster 
Amst,” 1, Tonya,” “Then 
Finest.” “Song to Song 

Jax Cone: 

“Call Me By Your 
Name” It's a funny year for 
a love story as blissful as 
this. Much has already been 
said about the sensory won. 
ders of Luca Guadagnino's 
wellspring of a movie. But 
nothing in 2017 bore such 
splendor and such genuine 
wisdom as “Call Me By 
Your Name.” There are the 
performances, the doozy of 
a last shot and the unforget 
table monologue delivered 
by Michael Stuhlbarg. Most 
of all, “Call Me By Your 
Name” is an y 
alive movie, calling you to 
lean into life. Also: Italian 
summers look nice. | could 
go for one of those 

2. “The Florida Project’ 
Seating of vibrant movies 
Sean s latest and 
best is somehow both an 
affecting, thoughtful social 
drama and the most spirited 
movie of the year. Much 
of that is owed 10 its young 
star, Brooklynn Prince, 
whose performance is the 
equal of any in 2017, and 

most, Baker's films are fully 
engaged with the real world 

3 "Dunkirk™ An awe 

“Baywatch.” For maximalist 
cinema, nobody today is in 
the same league as Chris. 
topher Nolan. It’s not one 
for character 
but in the film's sensory 
onslaught there's something 
mythical — and perhaps 
timely — about surviving to 
fight another day. (See also 
another fine Dunkirk-related 
movie from 2017: Lone 
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protago- 
nists, Greta Gerwig's solo 
directing debut is more wi 
descreen. While still acutely 
feeling every hope and pain 
of 17-year-old Christine 
(Sacirse Ronan), Gerwig 
sees around her, too, par 
ticularly her parents (Laune 
Metcalf, Tracy Letts). It will 

make a great double feature 
with 2012's “Frances Ha.’ 
which Gerwig co-wrote 
before we found out what a 
tremendous filmmaker she 
is, 100 

6. “Dawson City: Frozen 
Time”: Oh, what you can 
find in an old swimming 

pool. Bill Morrison's 
documentary recounts the 
unbelievable story of how 
several hundred reels of 
silent film were discovered 
mn the foundation of an old 
athletic club in the far-north 
Canadian town of Dawson 

City, once the capital of 
the Yukon gold rush. The 
highly combustible nitrate 

film, dating from the 1910s 
and 1920s, survived, thanks 
partly to the region's cold 
With the degraded treasure 

Morrison splices together 
two mirroring stories: of 
Dawson, a city built over 
night and virtually deserted 
once the ran out, and of 
a lost Hol that blos. 
somed before sound set in 
In “Frozen Time,” two lost 
civilizations dance again 

7. “Get Out”: In a time 
where the future of the 

spective in 8 way that has 
seldom, if ever, been seen 

zeitgeist like a must-see 
movie. 

8. “Phantom Thread™: For 
such a finely attwed film, 
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By Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Arguably the biggest 
thing that came from Hollywood this 
year wasn't a movie or a TV show. It had 
heroines and villains, but no script. And it 
went viral despite heving no big publicity 

| machinery behind it 
The women who initially spoke out 

against sexual misconduct in Hollywood 
this fall — inspiring millions to tell their 
own stories of harassment and illegality 
on social media — have been named The 
Associated Press Entertainers of the Year, 
voted by members of the news cooperative 
and AP entertainment reporters. 
The wave of sexual misconduct allega- 

tions that have stretched across the coun 
try to fell prominent TV figures, chefs, 
journalists, entertainers, politicians and 
publishers was also named the top news 
story of 2017 in an AP poll 

The reckoning began in early October 
when a bombshell New York Times article 
revealed decades of sexual harassment 
against women ces and actress- 
es, including actress Ashley Judd — by 
movie mogul H: Weinstein. The New 
Yorker also revealed other allegations 

| Hollywood accusers named 
' AP Entertainers of the Year 
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against Weinstein 
Within days, a #¥MeToo movement was 

born and the allegations have been felt 
at the venerable “Today” show with the 
ouster of Matt Lauer to the film “All the 
Money in the World” from which Kevin 
Spacey was erased. Louis CK. was aban- 
doned by Netflix, FX, HBO and his new 
movie was abandoned just days before its 
premiere 

The accusations have reverberated into 
the kitchens of chef Mario Batali, at PBS, 
where Tavis Smiley and Charlie Rose 
were dropped. It reached into the vener 
able New York's Metropolitan Opera, 
where longtime conductor James Levine 
Was su , and the Def Jam empire, 
where Russell Simmons stepped down 
The allegations also knocked a senator 
from Congress, with Al Franken resign 
ing 
Others who received votes this year for 

Entertainer of the Year were Jimmy Kim 
mel, Gal Gadot, Kendrick Lamar and Luis 
Fonsi and Daddy Yankee, among others. 

Previous AP Entertainer of the Year 
winners have included Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Adele, Taylor Swift, Jennifer 
Lawrence, Lady Gaga, Tina Fey and Betty 
White 
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O COME LET US 

ADORE HIM 

n 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 1s given... and 

His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor. The Mighty 

God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace 

salah 9:6 

If you would like to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, visit Need Him Ministry at www.chataboutjesus.com. 
To download a free Bible for your phone, go to www.mardel.com/bible. 

Hobby Lobby, Hemispheres, and Mardel Stores - 7707 SW 44th 5¢. - Oklahoma City, OK 73179 - www hobbylobby. com/ministryprojects 
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The 2017 MRT football postseason 
all-stars are here! Page 3C 

On Christmas, NBA shows off its best — and who’s got next 
By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK There's 

LeBron James, Kevin Durant and 
Golden State against Cleveland, 
for fans wanting more of the 
NBA's reigning rivalry 

For those preferring something 
new, the league's Chnstmas Day 
schedule has that, too 

It's a star-studded slate, with 
the NBA Finals rematch stand 
ing out among the top teams and 
power players 

The league is driven by star 
power, and the NBA 1s going 
all-in this year. The schedule 1s 
about the best players, not all the 
best teams 

And with Joel Embiid, Ben 
Simmons and Kristaps Porzingis 
starting the day, and Lonzo Ball, 
Kyle Kuzma and Karl- Anthony 
Towns finishing it, this year's 
showcase 1s as much about the 

Can’t hold him down 

guys who got next on the mar- 
quee as the ones on top already 

“They're doing it for talent 
You have the talent and the 
marketable players, so | under. 
stand why they ‘re picking those 
teams,” said Sacramento veteran 
Vince Carter 
The schedule 
® New York hosts Philadel 

phia, getting its first Christmas 
game since 2001 
8 The Warriors welcome the 

Cavaliers back to the place where 
they finished them off in Game § 
in June for their second champi- 
onship in three years 
® Washington at Boston in 

the Celtics’ first home game on 
Christmas. 
® Oklahoma City against 

Houston, a matchup of MVP 
Russell Westbrook and runner-up 
James Harden 
® Minnesota visiting the 

Lakers, two non-playoff teams 

who have acquired some of the 
best young talent in the league in 
recent drafts. 
Christmas was once a kickoff 

of sorts for the NBA, the first 
time a national audience 
attention to basketball with the 
football season winding down 
ABC analyst Jeff Van Gundy, 
who will work the Cavs-Warriors 
game, was among those who had 
said the NBA should consider 
starting its season at Christmas 
to get out from under the NFL's 
shadow 
Now it’s a celebration of the 

success the league is already en- 
joying. Combined viewership on 
ESPN and TNT is up 21 percent 
this season, with games averag- 
ing 1.9 million viewers, even 
before what figures to be the big 
gest numbers of the season 
ESPN said its audience is the 

Tomy Dejek/AP File Photo 

Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James (23) drives on Golden State War. 
riors forward Kevin Durant (35) 
nals on June 9 in Cleveland. The 

the second half of Game 4 the NBA Fi- 
is driven by star power and its Christmas 

Please see NBA/SC D8 ineup is about the league's best players. not all the best teams. 

’ James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram 

Lee's Colby Standard (10) is tackled by Amarillo Tascosa's Max Murray (44) on Oct. 8 st Grande Communications Stadium 

MRT OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Hard work pays off for Lee’s 
Standard in record-setting 2017 

By Will Korn 
wkorni@mrt com 

Colby Standard never doubted his 
capabilities nor the competitive spirit in 
his heart 
He just needed an old fashioned man 

to-man session with his father, Shaun 
one day during winter 2017 baseball 
workouts. After facing the reality that 
he would be splitting starting time with 
fellow senior Chase Pederson as Lee's 
varsity catcher, Colby heard loud and 
clear a priceless message 

With his lifes dream of being a starting 
Rebel quarterback also uncertain early in 
the 2017 offseason, it was o message he 
said he needed 

“1 thought | was going to get the 

Christmas notice 

In order for 10 enjoy the 
Chvistmas a 
up and several of Sunday's events did not 
get in today's paper. 

starting spot (at catcher) and | kind of 
expected to start and didn't work as hard 
as | could have in baseball (as a A Juiony; 
Standard said. “My dad sat me 
and basically got on my butt a little bit 
He told me you never take anything for 
Han He told me (Rebels junior) Felix 
Hinojosa was to chal e me (at 

quarterback) and if] Woy 
in the work, | wouldn't be 
full-time starter.” 

Shaun's words more than struck a 

chord. Months later, Colby had turned in 
the greatest statistical season ever 

y Lee quarterback. With an unbridled 
toughness and an endearing humility, he 
totaled 1,816 yards and 34 touchdowns 
{2,366 yards dnd | TDs pans and 

the Rebels 10 a 10- 
to the phe ph AD 

the 's deepest run since 2001 
's total yardage mark shattered 

the program's record for a quar 
terback, set by Jamie McCoy (2,583 total) 
in 2004. Only Caden Coots’ 2013 season 
(3,398 yards) was a more prolific passing 
campaign than Standard this season. 

In his senior season, Standard brought 
his dream to reality and helped revive a 
Lee program hungry for a return to state 

Please sve STANDARD/SC 
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Steelers 
prepare for 

tonight’s game 
at Texans 

without Brown 
By Kristie Ricken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Already in the play 
offs after winning the AFC North, the 
Pittsburgh Steelers still have plenty to 
play for in their last two games, start 
mg with Monday's matchup with the 
Houston Texans. 

A win over the struggling Texans 
combined with a loss or tie by the 
Jacksonville Jaguars would assure the 
Steelers a first-round bye. They could 
also clinch the bye with a tie against 
Houston and a loss by Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh also has a chance to 
secure home-field advantage through 
out the postseason if the team wins 
out and the Patriots lose at least one of 
their last two 

The Steelers will have to try and 
do it without star receiver Antonio 
Brown, who leads the NFL with 1 53) 
yards receiving and is out indefinitely 
after injuring his left calf last week 

“A.8., you can’t replace him with 
one man,” Pittsburgh quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger said. “A.B. is not 
human, so we will have multiple guys 
trying to fill that spot, but | know that 
we have guys that are excited, willing 
10 try fill those shoes.” 
Rookie JuJu Smith-Schuster, Eli 

Rogers, Darrius Heyward-Bey and 
Justin Hunter are those who 
will try to pick up the slack with 
Brown out. Smith-Schuster has had a 
solid season , and ranks third among 
NFL rookies with 699 yards receiv 
ing. Heyward-Bey, Hunter and Rogers 
have been used sparingly this year, 
with Heyward- Bey ng just two 
receptions for 47 yards, Hunter with 
three catches for 17 yards, and Rogers 
with 16 receptions for 142 yards 

Roethli could also rely more 
heavily on tight end Jesse James, 
who has 363 yards receiving, high 
lighted by a 97-yard performance in 
a win over Baltimore two weeks ago 
Pittsburgh's i offense also has 
Le’ Veon Bell, who leads the NFL with 
L222 yards Fushi and hus 80 recep 
tions for 627 yards. 
Houston cornerback Johnathan 

Joseph expects Pittsburgh's offense to 
be a little different without Brown, but 
knows slowing it down will still be a 
tall task 

“There's no shortage of weapons,” 
Joseph said 
Some things to know about the first 

meeting between the Steelers and 

Please see STEELERS/SC 



DAILYRUNDOWN 
_FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

ON THE AIR 
Men's College Basketball 
Diamond Head Classic 

7th Place Game, 11.30 a.m 
ESPNU 
Diamond Head Classic 

Sth Place Game, 1:30 p.m 
ESPNU 
Diamond Head Classic 

Championship, 5 p.m. ESPN2 
Diamond Head Classic 

3rd Place Game, 7:30 pm 
ESPNU 

National Basketball 
Association 

Philadelphia at New York, 11 
am _ ESPN, ESPNDEP 
Cleveland at Golden State. 

2pm. ABC, ESPNDEP 

Washington at Boston, 4:30 
p.m. ABC, ESPNDEP 
Houston at Oklahoma City, 

7 p.m. ABC 
Minnesota at LA Lakers 

pm. KCRS 95.5 FW97.5 
FWSS0 AM, KBYG 106.1 
FMW/1400 AM (Big Spring) 

TRANSACTIONS 
MOCKEY 

National Hockey 
OF ANGELES KONGS — Asst 0 Ken 

Joma are Jack Camptd io Ovtare (AM. 

couse 
AR 20MA STATE — Named Darvey Gonos 
EAs 
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for New Orleans ( 11-4), which 
kept its tenuous hold on first 
place in the NFC South head- 
Ing Into the final week of the 
season 

While the 108s eliminated 
the Falcons (9-8) from the NFC 
South race, Atlanta can clinch a 

pass to Cooper Kupp with 11 51 

loft, and the Los Angeles Rams 
held off the Tennessee Titans 
27-23 on Sunday to cinch thew 
first NFC West le since 2003 
The Rams (11-4) came in 
needing a win or a loss by Se- 
ttle 10 secure the division. They 

took care of business them- 
selves, with Todd Gurley Il and 
Goff leading the way agen 

The Tans (8-7) lost thew 

thew chances of ending ther 

© 2008 
The Titans had the ball and a 

chance 10 win late in the game 
On fourth-and-4 at the Rams 
44, Marcus Mariota rolled right 
and chucked the ball incomplete 
under pressure from Connor 
Barwin 

CHIEFS 29, DOLPHINS 13 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Alex 

for 91 yards and #8 score and 

he Kansas City Chiefs beat 
the Miami Dolphins 29-13 on 
Sunday to cinch back-to-back 
AFC West Ses for the first time 
in franchise history 

Tyrook Hil had six catches for 
109 yards, and Harmison Buther 
converted five field goals. as the 

of hat came on a 65-yard oss 
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Butch DilVAssociated Press 

New Orleans Saints quarterback Draw Brees (9) passes in the 
second half against the Atlanta Falcons in New Orleans, Sunday. 

return of Marcus Peters from his 
suspension. 

The Chiefs’ star comerback 
had two interceptions and 
forced a fumble against the 
Chargers last week, a win that 
pushed them 10 the brink of the 
playoffs. He recovered a fumble 
and forced another on Sunday. 
giving Peters a hand » five turn. 
overs the past two weeks. 

BENGALS 26, LIONS 17 
CINCINNAT! — 
BT rel a 
clinching touchdown in the clos- 
ing minutes, sending Cincinnat 
10 2 26-17 victory Sunday that 
eliminated the Detroit Lions from 
playoff contention and gave 

Marvin Lewis a good moment 
in what was possibly his final 
home game as Bengals coach 
Mathew Stafford and the 

Lions (8-7) couldnt take advan 
tage of an injury-depleted team 
that gave indifferent perfor 
mances the last two games. it 
was a fing finish for Detrolt, 

ahead 17-18 early in the fourth 
quarter, but defensive penalties 
extended Cincinnati's drive that 
lod 10 Randy Bullock's go-ahead 
Kick with 4.42 left 
Given one last chance, 

Detroit seff-destructed with a 
holding penalty. » false start 
and a short punt, allowing the 
Bengals (6-9) to finish 1 off In 
front of a half-empty stadum 
Bernard broke free for a 12-yard 
touchdown run with 1.54 to go. 
sending fans 10 the ets. 
There wasn't much reaction 

from the small crowd when 

Panthers 10 8 22-19 win over 

the upset-minded Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers and clinch a spot in 
the NFC playoffs. 

The Panthers (11.4) tralled 
most of the second hall, but 
Newton drove the Panthers 59 
yards 4 of 7 passes 
for 52 yards in the final 3 min- 
utes before scoring on a what 
could have been a disastrous 
play. Newton fumbled the snap 
from the shogun, aslertly picked 
it up and then raced across the 
goal ine for the go-ahead score. 

Newton celebrated the score 
by the football as a prop, 
piss bdr pn 

with a 37-16 win over the But 
alo Bills on Sunday 

Dion Lewis caught # touch: 
down pass and rushed for a 
4-yard score. He carmiud 24 

New England (12-3) can lock 
up first-round bye with either » 

or Jacksonville loss. 
¥ both of hose teams lose. the 
Patriots wil secure home- 

throughout 
the postseason. The Jaguars 
play at San Francisco Sunday 
The Steelers play at Houston 

Even with the loss, the Bis 
(8-7) remain in contention to 
break her 17-year playoff 
drought. It is longest actve 
strask in North America's four 
major professional sports. It is 
the postseason absence 
since merger in 1970 

CHARGERS 14, JETS 7 
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J 

~- Philip Rivers threw a touch 
pass 10 Antonio Gates. 

Meivin Gordon ran for 8 score, 
and the Los Chargers 
stayed sive in AFC playolt 
mon with 8 14.7 victory over the 
New York Jets on Sunday 

The Chargers (8.7) entered 
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get lots of help elsewhere to 
remain in the mix. Rivers & Co. 
held up their end of things, but 
barety. 
Los Angeles, which started 

he season 0-4, had a tough 

= pad hort oy op Fo 
Ora des (510) Rivers fin- 
ished 22 of 40 for 200 yards. 
Gordon had 81 yands on 19 

camies, but left late in the game 
with an ankle injury. Me re- 
mained standing on the sideline 

of 28 for 119 yards and an 
imercepton. 

REDSKINS 27, BRONCOS 11 
LANDOVER, Md. — Kirk 

Cousins threw for 299 yards and 
three touchdowns in what could 
be Nis final home for the 
Washington as they 
beat the Denver Broncos and 
their top-ranked defense 27-11 

Cousins was 19 of 37 with TD 
passes 10 Jamison Crowder , 
Josh Doctson and Vernon Davis 

me since the 1970 AFL-NFL 
merger 

BEARS 20, BROWNS 
CHICAGO — The Browns 

got pushed 10 the brink of & win. 

Lions as the only leams © go 
0-16. Last yaar, Cleveland was 
0-14 before getting its only vic 
tory on Dec. 24 
And the Browns will wrap up 

he season at AFC North leader 
Pittsburgh next week. Then 
again, the Browns (0-15) keep 
racking up losses NO Matter 
whom they're playing. 
They're 1-30 in two seasons 

under conch Hue Jackson 
Rookie QB Kizer threw for 

182 yards and ran his league 
foal to 21 

One of hose was 10 a wide. 
open Kyle Fuller in the end zone 
n he second quarter. 
Defensive end Myles Garrett 

had what looked ke » 42-yard 
interception return for 8 touch 
down sarly In he third quarter 
wiped out because Car Nass 
wan offside 
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deed 
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MIDLAND REPORTER: 

2017 MRT football postseason all-stars 

Quarterbacks 

Bryce Hergert, Forsan, 
Sr. 

Forsan's offense was 
built 
around [ 
Hergent 
this year 
and the 
senior 
capped off 
his high 
school ca- 
reer with 
arguably 
his best 
season. He compléted 53.9 
percent of his passes for 
2.106 yards, 25 TDS and 
just 10 interceptions on 269 
attempts. He was also the 
team’s leading rusher with 
S8S yards and eight TDs on 
94 cames 

Hergert 

Joce Keesee, Andrews, 
Sr. 

Keesee did not disappoint 
in hus first and only season 
as the starting quarterback 
of the Mustangs. In An 
drews’ high-flying offense 
Keesee completed 68.7 
percent of his passes for 
2.940 yards, 34 touchdowns 
and just eight interceptions 
on 291 attempts, to go with 
446 yards and seven TDs 
rushing on 113 cames for 
the 9-1 Mustangs 

Running Backs 

Avery Akbar, Lee, Sr. 
After missing all of ns 

junior year with a torn nght 
anterior cruciate ligament 
Akbar 
returned 
with a 
vengeance 
to the 
Rebels 

backfield 
With 
pumish h 

ing power Akbar 
and a 
hunger for 
extra yardage on every run 
Akbar racked up 1.249 
yards on | 54 canes and 
16 scores. He posted two 
games over 200 yards and 

rushed for 70 or more yards 
wm all three of Lee's playoff 
contests 

Tylan McCalister, 
Monshans, Sr. 
Opposing defenses are 

celebrating that McCalister 
1s graduating because he 
has terrorized them the past 
couple of years. This past 
season was his best as he 
rushed for 1,895 yards and 
22 touchdowns on 190 cai 
nes in helping the [oboes 
to a 9-1 record 

Josh Traylor, Lee, Jr. 
The oft-headlined rusher 

in what was a lethal Lee 
backfield, Traylor leaned 
on his vision, finesse and 
breakaway speed to pile up 
1,443 rushing yards and |8 
touchdowns this season 
The junior tuned in the 
1 2th highest single-season 
rushing yards output in 
program history and aver 
aged 9.6 yards per carry. He 
ran for 150 or more yards in 
cach of his first five games 
and was just short of a 
2,000-yard pace at midsea 
son 

Wide Receivers/Tight 
Ends 

Adam Clark, 
Conhoma, Sr. 
Clark was a standout on 

both sides of the ball for the 
Bulldogs 
but he 
excelled 
at wide 
receiver 
with 33 

catches for 

playoffs and nied with a 
record 

Garrett Evans, Forsan, 

7 

Lee's Isaiah Nunez (36) tackles Odessa Permian’'s Ed Williams (27) on Nov 10 at Grande Communications Stadium 

another district title and 
advancing to the second 
round of the Class 4A Divs 
sion | playoffs, he caught 
65 passes for 1,182 yards 
and an eye-opening 22 
touchdowns 

Reese Moore, 
Seminole, Sr. 
Moore is expected to 

make the switch to offen 
sive tackle at the University 
of Texas, but the 6-foot-6 

260-pound senior was a 
force at tight end for the 
Indians He was mostly a 
blocker for the run-heavy 
Indians but he caught 14 

passes for 172 yards and 
five TDs 

Offensive Linemen 

Cormac Fish, Lee, Sr. 
A disruptive presence at 

left guard on the Rebels 
steady offensive line, Fish 
created 
havoc on 

defensive 
lineman 

for 13 

weeks 

Drrong 
defend 
ers up 
field with 
tenacity. 

ie finished 
the season with a team 
high 61 pancake blocks 
and helped pave the way 
for Lee's historic rushing 
season 

Luke Fisher, Sr. 
Midland Christian 
The 6-foot-4, 295-pound 

left tackle carned high re 
marks for his special blend 
of power blocking and 
finesse, possessing uncanny 
mobility for a big kid 
The four-year starter was 
honored as a TAPPS Divi 
sion 11 first-team all-state 
performer for being the an 
chor on a highly-regarded 
Mustangs’ o-line 

Matt Groeschel, 
Greenwood, Sr. 
Groeschel continued 10 

grow as a lineman this year 
as he helped the Rangers 
have a nice balance on 
offense, avenging 154.5 
passing yards 2698 
rushing yards per game 
The 6-foot-6, 320-pound 
senior finished the year 
with 36 pancakes for the 

a Bulldogs’ line that coach 
Tim Anuszkiewicz said 
was the team's best positon 
group and opened holes for 
a run game that averaged 
211.8 yards. The S-foot 
11, 220-pound left tackle 
was an intense competitor 

that played with an edge, 
carming MHS" weekly top 
lineman honors four times 

Jaden Brown, 
Andrews, Sr. 
Brown was not only one 

of the top kickers in the 
Permian Basin but one of 
the best kickers in his clas 
stfication 
He con 
nected on 
7% of RO 

pont afler 
attempts, 
hit Sof & 

field goal 
tries with 
the longest 
of 42 
yards and 
added a 42.) yards per punt 
average for the Mustangs 

Uritiey 

Cade Barnard, 

The Army commit was 
huge for the Indians and 
was named as the District 
2-4A Division Il MVP 
after rushing for 876 yards 
and 11 TDs on 148 camies, 
c 11 passes for 270 
yards and three TDs, and 
amassed | 14 tackles, four 
tackles for loss, a sack and 
six quarterback hurries 
from his linebacker posi 
ton 

Britian Garcia, 
Andrews, Sr. 
Despite being only 

$-foot-7 and 160 pounds 
Garcia meant a lot 10 the 
Mustangs on both sides of 
the ball. He rushed for a 

linebacker with |12 tackles, 
seven tackles for loss, and 
two fumble recoveries. 
Garcia was also nained as 
the District 2-4A Division 
IMVP. 

Dotensive Linemen 

Sistion Abed. 

The Sook, 
205-pound Abney was 

ater wher he Dowes 
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Raul Almazan, 
Garden City, Sr. 
Almazan the 

Bearkats have one of the 
tougher defenses at the six 
man level by being a force 
at end as he finished with 
110 tackles, two fumbles 
caused. five fumble recov 
enes and one safety 

Nifemi Esan, 
Midland Christian, Sr. 
The 6-foot, 195-pound 

Fsan was active and usually 
around the football even 
though he played in the 
interior, as he recorded X | 
total tackles, four tackles 
for loss, two sacks and a 

fumble recovery 

Braden Latham, 
Greenwood, Sr. 
Latham had almost a 

quiet year for the Rang 
ers despete his outstanding 
play at defensive end which 
helped him gamer Defen 
sive Lineman of the Year 
honors in District 2-4A Dy 
vision 11 He finished with 
68 total tackles, 13 tackles 
for loss and nine sacks 

Beau Narrell, 
Andrews, Sr. 
Narrell was a force on 

the line for the Mustangs as 
he finished with 66 tackles, 
seven tackles for loss and 
five sacks on a team that 
went 9-3 and made to the 
second round of the Class 
4A Division | playoffs 

Linebackers 

Caimon Billingsley, 
Coahoma, Sr. 

Billingsley was a leader 
on the defensive side of the 
ball for the Bulldogs ead 
was a very active linebacker 
with 112 tackles, two 
sacks, five tackles for loss 
four fumble recoveries, 
four forced fumbles and a 
fumble retum for a TD. 

Cesar Chavez, 
Garden City, Jr. 
The District 6-1A Dw» 

sion | Defensive MVP was 
the leader of the Bearkats’ 
strong defense and was as 
productive as any defender 
Fo the Permian Basin with 
148 tackles, four intercep- 
tions, one interception 
returned for a TD, one 

loss, one sack, two fumbles 
caused, two fumble recov 
enes and two interceptions. 
Threadgill, who gamered 
co-district defensive MVP 
honors for the second 
straight season, racked up 
an eye-popping 452 tackles 
between 2015-17 

Secondary 

Garison 
Midland Christian, So. 
Breeding emerged as 

an impact player at strong 
safety with 70 tackles, 
three tackles for loss, three 
fumbles caused and an 
interc: Breeding gar 
nered first-team all-district 
honors and second-team 
all-state recognition for his 
efforts 

Treat McMillan, 
Garden City, Sr. 
McMillan was a leader 

on both sides of the ball for 
the Bearkats but he was one 
tough safety as he fin 
ished with 78 tackles, nine 
interceptions, one intercep- 
tion returned for a TD, one 
caused fumble and two 
fumble recoveries 

Elijah Prince, Lee, Sr. 
The ball hawk in the 

Rebels’ secondary this 
season, Prince notched a 
team-high four intercep- 
tons and a team-high eight 
pass breakups, along with 
47 total tackles. Two of his 
four came in 
the Lee's first two playoff 
victories, inc a pick 
that helped the Rebels seal 
2 42-38 area round win over 
Arlington Lamar 

Brody Ray, 
Greenwood, So. 
Ray made a splash mn his 

first year on varsity with 
the Rangers on both sides 
of the ball as he was also a 
standout receiver. But the 
argument could be made 
that he made a huge i t 
on defense, thanks to 4 
tackles, five tackles for 
loss and a team-high four 

and 11 TDs on 145 camies, 
while at linebacker he 
finished with 72 tackles, 
six tackles for loss and two 
interceptions returned for 
TDs. Others considered 
were Lee safety Karl Tay 
lor, Greenwood teammate 
Brody Ray and Coshoma's 
Zack Schneider 
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MIDLAND REPORTER- TELEGRAM, MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2017 

BYRON JOHNSTON 
HOLIDAY CLASSIC 

re Brass & 

Thursday - Saturday Dec. 28-30 

= CONCHO CAPSTONE I< Community NationalBank 

SPONSORS: 

PRESENTING SPONSORS CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS 

Plains Marketing LP Pioneer Natural Resources Chick Fil A 

Midland Meat Company TX Bred Electric Dickey's BBQ 

Anthem Oil & Gas Ann & Ted C. Johnson HEB 

Community National Bank Gary and Marsha McQuerry Fast Signs 

Crownquest Operating LLC Fuddruckers 

Student Community Jumburrito 

Bible Study Midland Reporter Telegram 

CGR Consulting & Services Inc Athletic Supply 

Henry Companies Texas Roadhouse 

Scharbauer Investments Doc Dodson 

Matador Land Services Midland Muffler & Brake 

First Baptist Church - Midland ~~ 

Yr Kids 8 and Under are FREE vy 

Thursday December 28 - GIRLS Schedule 
9:00 AM Chap Center Bushland vs El Paso Jefferson 

12:00 PM Chap Center Plainview vs Midland Classical 

3:00 PM Chap Center El Paso Pebble Hills vs Midland Lee 

6:00 PM Chap Center Lake Travis vs Midland High 

Thursday December 28 - BOYS Schedule 
10:30 AM Chap Center Houston Spring Woods vs Odessa High 

1:30 PM Chap Center El Paso Pebble Hills vs San Angelo 
4:30 PM Chap Center Plainview vs Midland Lee 

7:30 PM Chap Center Belton High vs Midland High 

ADMISSION COST: 
3-Day Tournament Pass: Daily Pass: 

Adults - $20.00 Adults - $8.00 
Students - $10.00 Students - $4.00 
(includes free program) (Programs - $2.00) 
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Tuesctay 
Heart of Dulles Bow 

West Vigna (7:5) va. Uh (66). 1 30 
pm ESFN) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Dwwor 

Norte lino (84) va. Duke (64) 5 15 
pm (ESPN) 

Cactun Sow 
Phos 

Kansas Ste (7-5) vs UCLA 8.6) 9 
pm [ESPW) 

Wedraudey 
Independence Bow! 
Shreveport, La. 

Suen Massspps (8-4) a Fone 
Sue 5-6) 130 pm (ESPN) 

Piratripe Sow 
Broa NY. 

Boston College (75) va. lows (7-5), 5 15 
pm (ESPN) 

Fowter Farms Bow! 
Santa Clara Cait. 

Azone (7-5) ve Purdue 5-6) 830 pm 
FON 

Texas Bow 
Houston 

Texas 5-6) va. Missoun (7:5) 9 pm 
ESPW) 

Thursday Dec. 28 

a 
Annapolis. hd 

Vigra (66) va Nowy 84). 0pm 
SPN) 

‘World Bowl 
Pa 

Oushoma State 5-3) va Vignes Tech 
53). 515pm ESPN 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Stntord (34) va TOU (03) 9pm 

® 

Wake Forust (7-5) va Teas ARM (7:5) 
om (ESPN) 

Sun Bowl 
© Paso, Texas 

NC State (8-4) vs. Azone Ste (75) 3 
pm (CBS) 

Music Cay Sow 
Nashvile Tore 

Kertucky (7-5) va Nortwester 9-3, 
0pm ESPN 

Artrora Bowt 

2017-18 BOWL GLANCE 
Tucson, Arte. 

Mow Maco State (56) vs. Utah State 
£46.530pm CBSSN) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Argon 

Southern Cal (112) va. Oo Ste (11-2), 
0pm ESPN 

Iowa State (7-5) va Memghes (10-2) 
1230 pm (ABC) 

Festa Bowl 
Oendate Az. 

Washington (10.2) va. Pern State (10-2) 
4pm ESPN) 

Orange Bow! 
Mor Garders. Fla. 

Wisconsin (72-1) ve. Mam (10-2) 8 pm 

Monday. Jar. | 

Atar 
UCF (120) va Aun (10-9). 1230 pm 

ESPN 
Crus Sow 
Orlando, Pla. 

Note Dame (3:3) va LSU 33). 1 pm 
ABC) 

Rowe Bow! (CFP Semifra) 
Pasadena Cot 

Ondahoma (12-1) va. George (12-1). 50 
pm ESPN) 

Sugar Sow! (CFP Semifinal) 
Mew Orleans. 

Clamson (12-1) va. Alabama (11-1), 8:45 
pm ESPN 

Monday ant 
Cobege Footbal Champlonstip 

Ataris 
Pose Bow wiver vi Suge Bow! wire: 

Som (ESPN) 
Senda Jen 20 

Eant- West Shrine Classic 

At SL Petersbury, Pla. 
East va West, J pm (NFL) 

NFLM Collegiate Bow! 
At Carson, Cait. 

American vs Nasional 4 pm. FS) 

From IC 

second-highest it’s ever had at this 
point behind 2010-11, James" first 
season in Miami, and Van Gundy 
said he's even a little surprised 

“I don’t know what it speaks to. 
but we do have a bunch of really 
good, young players.” Van Gundy 
said. “We have a dynasty in the mak 
ing in Golden State, we have a team 
trying to challenge them in their own 
conference, or a couple teams in San 
Antonio and Houston, and LeBron is 
still rolling 

All of them but the Spurs are in 
action Monday 

As it often is with the NBA 
Christmas 1s about the players more 

than the teams 
Carter was that kind of player who 

NBA fans couldn't get enough of 
carly in his career, before every game 
was on League Pass and highlights 
all over the internet. He'd have been 
the perfect player to get on Christmas 
but the league only played two or 
three games back then, and his To 
ronto Raptors were only shown once 

We were fun to watch,” Carter 
said. “We wanted that opportunity 
Now this 1s the 10th straight year 

of five games on Christmas, and with 
a third of the league playing. room is 
there for just about everybody fans 
want to pile in front of their TVs to 
watch 

Well, almost everybody 

Van Gundy was hoping for the 
Milwaukee Bucks and their gravity 
ignoring Greek Freak, Giannis Ante- 
tokounmpo 

“They should just film a scrim 
mage of theirs then, because Giannis 
is 50 good that he deserves to have 
publicity on Christmas Day,” Van 
Gundy said 
Maybe next year. 
As for this year, the holiday hoops 

smorgasbord includes something old, 
something new and a little something 
blue 
® A tantalizing twosome that 

could've been a Big Three. Embiid 
and Simmons have the Sixers on the 
rise in their first year together, but 
imagine if Porzingis was there with 
them. The Knicks took the 7-foot 
3 forward with the No. 4 pick in 
2015, immediately after Philadelphia 
passed for the since-traded Jahiil 
Okafor 
® LeBron & KD - Enough said 
8 Peace on Christmas? Maybe 

not in Boston, where the Celtics 
and Wizards renew a heated rivalry 
that only grew hotter after they went 
seven games in the Eastern Confer 
ence semifinals. Toss in Kyrie Irving 
going against John Wall, and the plot 
thickens 
® Westbrook vs. Harden alone 

would have been a good gift, but it's 
even better after Chris Paul joined 

Harden in Houston, and Paul George 
and Carmelo Anthony surrounded 

Westbrook in Oklahoma City 
8 Christmas is for kids, and 

the Lakers have Ball and Brandon 
Ingram, the last two No. 2 picks, and 
the lesser-known Kuzma who might 
become the best of the bunch. The 
Wolves have their own youngsters 
in Towns and Andrew Wiggins, but 
it's the acquisition of Jimmy Butler 
that could finally end the postseason 
drought that dates to 2004 
Teams win titles but stars are the 

stories on Christmas, as the Celtics 
know 

Kevin Garnett, Paul Pierce and 
Ray Allen had just departed when 
Brad Stevens arrived, and the NBA 
didn’t want the league's most storied 
franchise without its superstars. So 
Boston was ignored for three years 
before finally getting back on the 
schedule last year, and now Irving, 
Jayson Tatum and these Celtics make 
history as the first to be home for the 
holiday 

“1 understand that it's probably not 
everybody's favorite event, people 
that bust their tail and work in the 
arenas and are there all the time, and 
maybe media and everybody else.” 
Stevens said. “But to be a player or 
coach on Christmas Day, it's pretty 
special and | think it's something 
that having not been there, our first 
couple of years, | don’t take for 

granted that we ‘re on that schedule 
for sure” 

From 1 

Texans since 2014 
ENDING THE SKID”: 

The Texans need a win 
Monday to avoid their first 
five-game skid since drop 
ping the last 14 games o 
their 2-14 season in 2013 
Houston has lost seven of 
its last eight games, includ 
ing going 1-6 since rookie 
quarterback Deshaun 
Watson sustained a season 
ending knee injury. The 
Texans (4-10), who won 
the AFC South in each 
of the last two seasons, 
will finish with a losing 
record for the first time 
since 2013 after going 9-7 
in each of the first three 
seasons under coach Bill 
O’Brien 
NO BREAK FOR 

BELL: With the Steelers 
still needing wins, Bell is 
unlikely to get much rest 
before the playoffs. Bell 
leads the NFL in touches 

with 387 and is within 
striking distance of finish 
ing in the top five for most 
touches in a single season 

The Steelers are dealing 
with depth issues behind 
Bell after rookie James 
Conner was lost for the 
season with a right knee 
myury. Pittsburgh signed 
Stevan Ridley in case of 
emergency, but fans should 
expect to see a lot of Bell, 
the NFL's highest-paid 
running back 
“Whatever my team asks 

me to do, I'm going to go 
out there and do,” Bell 
said. “That's the biggest 
thing about me. | want 
to win a Super Bowl. We 
win these next two games, 
we'll get a one or a two 
seed.” 
WATT'S UP: The first 

NFL meeting of Texans 
star defensive end J.J. Watt 
and his y brother, 
Steelers rookic linebacker 

1zed thanks to a broken left 
leg in October that ended 
11's season 

T.J. has done a pretty 
decent impersonation of 
his big brother. Watt's six 
sacks are tied for third 
on the team and are the 
second most by a Steelers 
rookie. He's also played 13 
of 14 games, and despite 
the long slog from training 
camp doesn't, he doesn’t 
like he’s run into the 
“rookie wall” 

“There's no rookie wall 
at all” TJ. Watt said. “1 
think if | hit anything, | 
feel like I'm refreshed the 
back half of season. I'm 
great. I'm hungry.” 
MUTUAL ADMIRA- 

TION: When Roethlis 
was asked about 

Houston's defense this 
week, his entire answer 
was dedicated to his ad- 
miration for defensive end 

running all over the field 
you're going lo have to 
have eyes and understand 
where he is all the time 
because he is a very, very 
special football player,” 
Roethlisberger said 
When Clowney was 

told of Roethlisberger's 
comments he called him a 
special player,” 100. The 

top overall pick in the 2014 
draft, has a career-high 
nine sacks, but hasn't had 
one in the last three games 
He's hoping to get to 
Roethlisberger, but knows 
he'll still have work to do 
if he does. 

“It’s not really (about) 
chasing him, it's just get- 
ting him down,” Clowney 
said. “It’s like wrestling 
with a bear. It's more of 
a wrestle than a chase 
When you get to him you 
have to onto him, 
because he's ane of the 
biggest quarterbacks in the 
league.” 
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Lee's Colby Standard (10) talks with teammates as the Rebels 
trailed Euless Trinity in the Class 6A Division | regional playoff 
game Dec. 2, at Shotwell Stadium in Abilene. 

STANDARD 
Prom... 

prominence under second- 
year head coach Clint 
Hartman. For his record- 
setting efforts, Standard 
ca the MRT"s 2017 
Offensive Player of the 
Year honor. 
The journey to becoming 

Lee's starting signal caller 
was a true investment for 
Standard and involved 
sacrifice at every tum 

As a junior on Lee's 
varsity football team, 
Standard was the team’s 
second-string quarterback 
behind Sema’) Davis, now 
a freshman at Abilene 
Christian. Opportunities 
under center were few 
and far between. Standard 
ended up seeing more pro- 
ductive time as a receiver, 
at safety and even at run 
ning back in a 2016 Rebels 
campaign wrought with 
injuries. 

Standard did everything 
he could to try to cam a 
starting quarterback nod as 
a junior, hut watched as his 

| team limped to a 3-7 mark 
without a postseason berth 

“1 really wanted to start 
last year and | worked my 
butt off.” Standard said. “1 
didn't play summer base- 
ball, just so | could try to 
get stronger and stuff” 

Through a grueling 
semior offseason under 
Hartman and his staff 
surrounded by expectations 
of underachievement 
Standard kept his father's 
message close, earning 
the widespread trust of his 
teammates and coaches 
with his dedication in 
workouts, the program's 
character development 
training and grasp of the 
Rebels’ offense 

This season, he rushed 
for 100 yards or more in 
seven of the team’s 13 
games and totaled 300 or 
more yards in five games. 
He spearheaded the Rebels 
to a 6-0 start and their first 
win against archrival Mid- 
land High since 2013, ran 
for 273 yards against Ama- 
rillo Tascosa and finished 
the year as the team’s lead- 

rusher (1,450 yards, 15 
TDs on 186 carries) 
But all the credit was 

on his teammates 
and his coaches. As he said 
throughout the year, he 
believes he had the casiest 
job on the team. 

“I've got to give credit to 
everybody around me and 
that’s what | every- 

realizes,” 
“Our wide receivers 

made plays all year, our O- 

line - they were big, mean 
and nasty and they always 
had my back and always 
protected me. It was just 
awesome looking back on 
it and it is pretty special 

“I've said it before but 
this wouldn't have hap- 
pened if coach Hartman 
wouldn't have come here 
| can say this for every guy 
who was a senior on this 
team. We're just so thank- 
ful that he put us through 
these offseasons and 
demanded us to compete 
and win and really changed 
the culture. A lot of really 
good players have come 
through here and it's just 
an honor that my name will 
be in the history books.” 

Standard, who recently 
committed to play bascball 
at Butler Community Col- 
lege (El Dorado, Kansas) 
said the lessons he leurned 
playing quarterback this 
season will prepare him for 
the rest of his life 

“In life, a lot of things 
are going to be thrown at 
you,” Standard said. “If 
you prepare for any situa- 
tion and never be satisfied 
(you'll be successful). Not 
everybody can be leaders 
in life. But if you're ever 
in position to lead like | 
was this year, you've got to 
step up and just be a great 
teammate in life. Tho game 
of life, | think it's a team 
sport no matter what you 
do. You're always compet 
ing. In my senior year | 
got 10 have a pretty special 
season I'll never forget the 
rest of my life.” 
He offered his own mes 

sage to those returning for 
Team S8 and beyond 
“Never give up, keep 

working hard and if you 
have the goal of being the 
quarterback, stay after it,” 
Standard said. “Have fun 
and be a hard-nosed west 
Texas kid.” 
Other players considered 

for the award: Lee junior 
running back Josh Traylor, 
Lee senior running back 
Avery Akbar, Andrews 
senior quarterback Jace 
Keesee, Andrews senior 
wide receiver Noah Lujan, 
Greenwood sophomore 
running back Ryan 
Snodgrass, Forsan senior 
quarterback Bryce Hergent 
Garden City junior run- 
ning back Josue Gutierrez, 
Midland Christian junior 
quarterback Peyton Powell 

Follow Will on Twitter 
@Will_MRT 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 

LOCAL TRUCK DRIVER COLA ORB / 

SHOT CREW MEMBER 
Austin Powder Company is hiring 

at our Midland, TX location. 

+ Operate company vehicles 10 transport products 
10 and from job sites. 

+ Loading/unioading product for delivery. frequent iing 
of 40-50 pound product bags or bowes. 

labor support at job sites and locaton. 
Quatifications 
*Class A or B COL 
+ 2+ yoary’ COL driving experience. 
+ HAZMAT, Tanker & Air Brakes endorsements preferred 
+ Able 10 work outside in all weather conditions 
Benefits 
+ Medical / Dental Vision 
+401 () / Profit Sharing 

—————— 
Chek on Carvers 

On forward eum 16 Austin Powder Company. 
on Foe 10) 9 
Aa a— 
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Level: 

H(3 
THE SAMURAL OF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group B19 

HCRANO 
BIMUO 
ETCSA 
ACYMLM 

DSUAJT 
0ACCLMI 
SOMOPSU 
FALESY 

CLUE: This country’s official motto is 
"Out of Many, One People.” 
VV VYVYYVY 

8900000 
©5end symments 1 TO GSN Vicnger Ave. Thed Fox. Oheage 1 8087! or DL Moyo com 

owing Lamc.oy anseol)p omar)? weipyg, REEr-y, 9100) CORR" G JPY) SHINCNY 
Sed comments 10 TCA- (35 N Michgar Ave, Tout Foor Ohcage, IL 60611 or DLoyt aot com 

JULES 
Unscramble these four Jumbles. 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words 

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 

Answer. The wrestler he would win the match, 
but he was — SORELY MISTAKEN 

Created by Tom Underwood 
www wuzzieking com 

DAILY CROSSWORD 
Edited By Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis 

DOWN 
1 Babysiting 
nightmares ... or 
relatives of the 

longest puzzie 
answers 

Each Wuzzle 1s a word riddic which 
creates a disguised word, phrase, name 
ace, saying, etc For ex le, 

ROOK Go8D = GOOD A ERNOON 

WOOD | {8 15429) are available WORD PUZZLES BY TOM w "Box 1141, Cedar Rapids, 

Game 

Print Your Answers Here: 

Today's Answers: 

MO] prod YT 

owed og wy fe sI °1 
12-25 

© worth America Syndicate, 2017 
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A re as " Roast Prime i of bee 

Baked Virginia | Ham 
Carved by the Chef 

AE E'% // /( { 3 Herb Roasted Tom Turkey 
with Combread Dressing and Giblet Gravy 

DECEMBER 25 
10am - 2pm 

Adults $24.95 | Seniors (65+) $19.99 
Children 6-11 $9.99 | 5& Under FREE 
(Price does not include drinks, tax and gratuity) 

Plenty of Seating 
Available for Large Parties 

Ld 

MUSIC 

CITY 



Gelivery and distribution of our newspaper oer contracted products 
and niche publications 

This POSINON mauires excelent communication skills. must be able 10 work 

expanence preferred but not required 

This is a AA me salaried postion. shgible for Al benefits Including health 
won dental and pak time off with excellent staring salary 

To apply. please smal your resume and cover letter to 

EARN UP TO 
$500 PER WEEK! 
Do you have 

a reliable car 

with insurance 

and a phone?? 

Become an 

independent 

contractor delivering 

the Midland 

Reporter-Telegram 

in the in the Midland 

Odessa, Andrews, Stanton, 

and Big Spring areas 

Please come by our office 

located at 201 E. IMinois 

and fill out a carrier 

information sheet. Oscar 

Ronquillo 432-687-9001 

Classified 

CAN 
682-6222 

obs 

msc A 
10 work between the hours of 12-6 am Sunday 

222 Seven Road, Odeans TX 79784 

LOCAL TRUCK DRIVER COL A OR 8 / SHOT CREW MEMBER 

Austin Powder Company is hiring ot sur Widtand. TX location 
Duties 
# Operate company vehicles 10 rsnaport products 1o and rom ob shes. 
* Losding/unioading product for delivery Frequent Ming of 40-80 pound 
ProSuct bags or boxes. 

+ Partorm Wabor suppor at job shes and location 

oom or Pa: (296) 591.1008 

onan U 
a Dea 

in the 

Classifieds 



MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2017 

mrt classifieds 
©) 432.682.6999 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 

Pursuant to the Decree and Order for | 

Cause No. 7 1 04 in the | | 8 t h District 
Court in Martin County, Texas, the fol- 
lowing property will be sold by public 
auction 

THE SURFACE ONLY OF SECTION 43, Ji 
BLOCK 37, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH} 
TEXAS & PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA- 
NY SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 233, 
MARTIN COUNTY, TEXAS, CONTAIN- 
ING 640.81 ACRES OF LAND, MORE 
OR LESS 

Such sale will be for cash, which may al- i 
so be in the form of certified funds. The §i 
public auction will take place in front of 
the northeast corner of the Martin Coun- 
ty Courthouse on the 2nd day of Janu- |} 
ary, 2018 between the hours of 10:00 m= per 

8: ae 733 am | eames 
Private water plant. private bos! rame site 

For information about the property, ap wha S11 fraperisn, 115 
please contact Brent Preston at (806) } 
470-0464 

NOTICE IS HERESY GIVEN THAT AJAX RESOURCES. LLC. OPR 
000897. MAS FILED WITH THE TEXAS RAILROAD COMMISSION 
THE FOLLOWING 

PIT AMENDED APPLICATION FOR EXCEPTION TO SWR 26 
ANDIOR 27 TO SURFACE COMMINGLE PRODUCTION. ALLO 
CATE PRODUCTION. AND FOR OFF LEASE SEPARATION 
METERING AND STORAGE 

BOTH OI. AND CASINGHEAD GAS. 

FROM AN OR AND GAS LEASE OF LABORS 8.712. 13.44.18, 
17 18.19. 24. 28 ALL IN LEAGUE 264 KENT COUNTY SCHOOL 
ANDS. MARTIN COUNTY TEXAS 

WITH PRODUCTION FROM AN OL AND GAS LEASE ON THE 
SOUTH 539 8 ACRES OF SECTION 10. BLOCK HA SR LANIER 
ORIGINAL GRANTEE. MARTIN COUNTY TEXAS 

WITH PRODUCTION FROM AN OL AND GAS LEASE On ALL OF JI 
SECTION 8 BLOCK MA. J HW O'BRIEN. ORIGINAL GRANTEE 
AND THE N72 OF SECTION § BLOCK MA. § R LANIER. ORIGH 
NAL GRANTEE. MARTIN COUNTY TEXAS 

ANY AFFECTED MINERAL INTERES: OWNERS WHO WAVE 
NOT RECEVED WRITIEN NOTWICATION ARE ADVISED TO 
CONTACT ALEX BOLANOS OF AJAX RESOURCES. LLC. AT 
TI3400.3044 BY JANUARY 15. 208. 24 GREENWAY PLAZA 
STE. 850, HOUSTON. TX 77048. 
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IST CAT, West an |i 
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1st ESTIMATE FREE 

= We buy homes in any area 
in any condition. 

Cali the Scott Williams 
Team of Realtors 
432-689-7770. 

DOUBLE TT 
PAINTING 

Interior and Extertor, 

4500 W_ Minois in Midland 
By Appointment only. 432-349-7811 
www. sportamassageodesss com 

B THE HOWLIDAY INN DOG SUITES 
Ml 2000 N. Tomancs Ave. Odesss, TX. 79781 

Midland Reporter-Telegrar 
Media Group 

al is to be the premier media provider in the community. Let our team of experts work wit 

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital 
promotional tools that produce measurable results for 

today’s online marketing arena We offer marketing 

solutions through digital channels such as search engines, 
websites, social media. email, and mobile apps 

MAGAZINE MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group has an extensive fine of Magazine 
publications offering a variety of local content and 
specialized categories 10 fit all your needs. We offer MRT 
Business Insider, Midland Magazine, Discover Midland, MRT 
All American and MRT Oil Report 

PRINT MARKETING SERVICES 

MAT Media Group is a seven day a week paper offering a 
variety of local content and speciakzed categories to fit al 
your needs. We offer Education, Health, The Weekender, 
Faith & Philanthropy, Of and Gas and Cultural sections. 

We don't sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers 

and engage with them to grow your business! 

Local, Trustworthy, News At Your Finger Tips. 
Advertise - 432-687-8811 

MIA TARGETED DIGITAL ADVERTISING 



Serenity Memorial 

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE | Gardens Cemetery 
Midland, Texas 79701 

“Serving West Texas Since 1981" 

685-3521 B Office (432) 684-6200 
Cot ty oo te gu or urs wll hy FX (432) 684-6275 

www flowertandmidiand com 

Traditional 

Catholic Church 

3301 W. Golf Course Rd 

A 
oT TL SR 

310 W. Wall, Ste. 600 « Midland, TX 79701 
683-4001 or 570-8866 

Pentec’s Professional Staff Combines 

SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAV E 
En nN N 
= Bill's Fireplace Center 
p Sabet  Sorviee A Wark € 0 Years Experiomer +  —— A

V
S
 

S £5 CALL NOW for your Fireplace Cleaning & Maintenance 5 

2 * CHIMNEY SWEEP * GAS VALVES 

= *RAINCAPS * CHIMNEY CAP 
FIREPLACE REPLACEMENT ~~ # GAS LOGS 

5 #10G LIGHTERS 

a(B) 682-5157 # 1509 N. Big Spring 
Master ITN See 1977 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas 

On the first day of Christmas 
my true love sent to me: 

A Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the second day of Christmas 
my truz love sent to me: 

2 Turtle Doves 

and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the third day of Christmas 

my true love sent to me: 

3 French Hens 

2 Turtle Doves 

and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the fourth day of Christmas 

my true love sent to me: 

1 Calling Birds 

3 French Hens 

2 Turtle Doves 

and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the fifth day of Christmas 

my true love sent to me. 

5 Golden Rings 

4 Calling Birds 

3 French Hens 

2 Turtle Doves 

and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the sixth day of Christmas 

my true love sent to me. 

6 Geese a Laying 

5 Golden Rings 

{ Calling Birds 
3 French Hens 

2 Turtle Doves 

and a Partridge in a Pear Iree 

On the seventh day of Christmas 
my true love sent to me: 
7 Swans a Swimming 
6 Geese a Laying 

5 Golden Rings 
4 Calling Birds 
3 French Hens 
2 Turtle Doves 
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the eighth day of Christmas 
my true love sent to me: 

8 Maids a Milking 
7 Swans a Swimming 
6 Geese a Laying 
5 Golden Rings 
4 Calling Birds 
3 French Hens 
2 Turtle Doves 
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the ninth day of Christmas 
my true love sent to me: 

9 Ladies Dancing 
8 Maids a Milking 
7 Swans a Swimming 

6 Geese ot Laying 
5 Golden Rings 
4 Calling Birds 

3 French Hens 
2 Turtle Doves 

and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the tenth day of Christmas 
my true love sent to me: 

10 Lords a Leaping 
9 Ladies Dancing 
8 Maids a Milking 

7 Swans a Swimming 
6 Geese a Laying 
5 Golden Rings 
4 Calling Birds 
3 French Hens 
2 Turtle Doves 
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the eleventh day of Christmas 
my true love sent to me: 
11 Pipers Piping 
10 Lords a Leaping 
9 Ladies Dancing 
8 Maids a Milking 
7 Swans a Swimming 
6 Geese a Laying 

5 Golden Rings 
4 Calling Birds 
3 French Hens 
2 Turtle Daves 
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

On the first day of Christmas 
my true love sent to me: 
12 Drummers Drumming 
11 Pipers Piping 

10 Lords a Leaping 
9 Ladies Dancing 
8 Maids a Milking 
7 Swans a Swimming 

6 Geese a Laying 

5 Golden Rings 
4 Calling Birds 
3 French Hens 
2 Turtle Doves 

and a Partridge in a Pear Tree 

CALVIN CARGILL us seo, raxree 

[8 1 TE NE PERE  eep—— 

To seheduie on appointment coll or come by todey! 
Phone: (11.4607. 004) 

Fav: O14. 00 

MEL Juan, wo 
Suite D 101 

Chine Mowry: £12 1.4 

Appointasents are scheduled from B11 am aod 14 pm 

Schedule Your Appotorment Today: 
Mose: 412.407.0200 
Pav: 0246073681 

Cliwle Momre: Vor Fr Ln 4 poe, Welkom are webomne 

To sehedule 20 appointment coil 00 come by tod: 
Phone: 432.607.2200 
Pox: 2.607 309 
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Media Group 

Our goal is to be the premier media provider in the community 

Let our team of experts you to develop a results-driven, 

1g strategy for your business. 

RESIN 

{INSIDER 

AMERICAN: 

DIGITAL MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional 
tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing 

MARKETING arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as 

SERVICES search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

MAGAZINE MRT Media Group has an extensive line of Magazine publications 
offering a variety of local content and specialized categories to fit all 

MARKETING your needs. We offer MRT Business Insider, Midland Magazine, Discover 

SERVICES Midland, MRT All American and MRT Oil Report. 

PRINT MRT Media Group is a seven day a week paper offering a variety of 

local content and specialized categories to fit all your needs. We offer 

MARKETING Education, Health, The Weekender, Faith & Philanthropy, Oil and Gas 

SERVICES and Cultural sections. 

We don’t sell advertising, 
we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers 

and engage with them to grow your business! 

Local, Trustworthy, News At Your Finger Tips. 

Advertise - 432-687-8811 

MEDIA % com Srv DIGITAL ADVERTISING 



THEY ARE FACES 

OF COMMUNITY 

Human Energy 

Fuels Our Community 
Chevron supports Midland. 
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Another year draws near its close 

I ask, Dear Lord, please think of those 

who touch our (ives by being there 

The friends with so much love to share 

Please wrap their spirits in Your grace 

So only smiles beam ‘cross each face pa ¢ 

Let each one know they are held dear 
Then, fl their hearts with Christmas cheer 

Those with new babes, new jobs, or (ives 

Please Lord, keep hope within their eyes 

A
 

“
 

P
r
 

By a faithful God who grants the best 

Should hardship fall on others’ hearts 

Lord, (ead them to a brand new start 

Lift their feet through the uphill climb 

Then, guide them to a better time 

Lord, summon angels - day and night 

to bring miracles and sheer delight 

Towards all my friends, near and abroad 

Bless them with all that You can laud 3 

Grant them good tidings, dreams, and health 3 
And moments of kind-natured wealth 

So their New Years’ will surely be 

As hallowed as You are to thee 

Amen 

wir Is : parde LUBRICATION SALES & REPAIR Your lawn and garden 

Noone PUMP & SUPPLY 
3801 N. CO. RD. WEST » ODESSA, TX 79764 

FAX (432) 363-0132 

PH. (432) 362-4611 

equipment headquarters 


