Miss West Texas Darcy Rushing

seeking Miss Texas America tltle.

Daily 35¢, Sunday $1

NEWS
WATCH

Filming begins

VAN HORN (AP) — Glitzy Hol-
lywood is visiting dusty Van Horn
to film “Blue Sky,"”’ a film star-
ring Jessica Lange and Tommy Lee
Jones.

Shooting began today on the
Tony Richardson-directed drama
about a military family whose
husband and father (Jones) is in-
volved with atomic testing.

Jones, an Emmy winner, and
Lange, an Oscar winner, portray
Carly and Hank Marshall. Co-
stars include Timothy Bottoms,
Timothy Scott and Amy Locaine.
The film is tentatively scheduled
for a Christmas release.

The film crew and technicians
arrived Saturday. Production of-
fices are in Van Horn hotels,
crews and executives are eating at
Van Horn cafes and the sets are
pitched at a ranch outside town.
Van Horn is about 170 miles
southwest of Midland.

Suit pending?

The gov-
ernment is con-
sidering fil-
ing suit against
officers of
1,300 failed
savings and
loans and
banks to re-
coup misspent
funds, and
Neil Bush could

P
R

N. Bush

be among the defendants for

his role as former director of Sil-
verado Banking, Savings and
Loan Association of Denver.

Concert called

LONDON (AP) — The Rolling
Stones canceled a concert in
Wales on Wednesday night be-
cause lead guitarist Kolth Rich-

] "“The dncu-
sion to cancel
was apparent-
ly only made at
midnight when
Keith consulted
doctors,’” said
Stones’ spokes-

"] man Neil

‘o Friedman.

Vs A crowd of
Richards 30,000 was ex-

pected at Cardiff Arms Park,

the city’s national rugby stadium.

The guitarist reportedly acci-
dentally cut himself on a knife.
More about PEOPLE/4C

Weather watch

The best chance of rain in re-
cent weeks is forecast for today.
The National Weather Service
has put the likelihood of thunder-
storms at 40 percent for today,
umainahoreommn

front is ex-
p-muummmua
the elevated precipiation prob-
mmmhﬁtm
picture.

Hhuhummw
since Midland’s last officially mea-
surable rainfall — .01 inch on.
June 15, : |

More about WEATHER/ 2A

'-'INMTODAY

ﬂlhlhl-"l! ntlﬂ-h-l ﬂull--mt-- ww w

m oy P ttiats e onisinitlivs ive. TG

= .m“_lll ------- sessuERERtesnEt “
'tuu-- ------ sasssnsEnans qhw

.-'-""I.I'
E -
saBmsssssssannEannnay

sips R R ERR e W

o w-ﬁ“lm-il.“""‘m.___ ‘

‘qlii EREEERLSEERARENEEE 4114--
1-; ‘- - B . 3 LI
ITITTE LY .
L 3 -
i : 1 i
snssane s ’
.
L &
3 = i " .
i | J & -
- 5

B A\

LIFESTYLE/7TB

&'

-

land Reporter-

‘The spoiler’ finally gives in and a

school finance reform plan is approved.
LAST IN A SERIES/ 1D
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First aid

Fourteen-year-old Nick Lindecke prac-
tices his newly learned cardiopulmonary
resuscitation techniques on an infant
UHmmy His hands show evidence of earli-

Curt Wilcott Reporter-Telegram

lege each summer.

er first-aid practice by classmates. The
CPR class taught by YMCA personnel is
part of Kids' College held at Midland Col-

City to begin
swabbing out
tar pit soon

B At an estimated cost of $89,000 and 40
days’ work, city officials say they’ll begin
cleaning up an east Midland tar pit in
August.

By Brian Pearson
Staff Writer

—_—

[t will cost more than $89,000 and take about 40 days to slurp
the black, gooey slop out of a decade-old tar pit in east Mid-
land, Deputy City Manager Mike McGregor said Wednesday.

The city is studying a bid from Jones Bros. Dirt and Paving
Contractors Inc. of Odessa to start cleanup operations at the
site about- Aug. 1, McGregor said.

Before the mop-up can begin at the pit near the intersection
of Orchard Lane and Carver Street, the city must submit its
plans to Texas Water Commission officials, he said.

“That’s basically telling them how we're going to clean it up
and when we're going to clean it up,” McGregor said. The plan
will be filed with the TWC on July 22, he added.

Jones Bros. contractors have said they will heat the pit
material, which is mostly asphalt, so that it can be’pumped out
and recycled, McGregor said.

“We'll probably use it on the road to the city landfill or some
other remote area,” McGregor said. The material isn't danger-
ous, but the public probably would prefer it used for projects
outside residential areas, he said.

TWC officials in May gave the city 180 days to develop a plan
to clean up the pit, which tests have shown contains traces of

toxic materials ,such as lead, chromium, toluene and
trichloroethene.

Please see PIT/2A

Summit leaders not ‘in lockste o)

B An economic summit in
Houston ends with lots of
compromise and little
breakthrough on key issues
like foreign aid and world
trade.

By Matt Quinn

Reporter-Telegram Washington Bureau

HOUSTON — Although President
Bush insisted that “there weren't any
winners or losers,” each leader of the
world’s richest democracies could claim
victory as the so-called Group of Seven
wrapped up its 16th annual economic
summit Wednesday with a series of face-

saving compromises.

In failing to agree on such key issues
as aid to the Soviet Union and China, the
leaders gave themselves the green light
to go their own way. “We're not urging
everybody to march in lockstep,” Bush
said.

The artful 16-page communique ham-
mered out by the leaders during three
days of intensive talks in Bush’s swelter-
ing home town reflected the sometimes
strained consensus among the Summit
Seven on the difficult issues that con-
front them in the post-Cold War era.

For instance, the communique out-
lined plans to send a high-powered task
force to Moscow to assess the battered
Soviet economy as a prelude to possible
Group of Seven assistance and called on

Pay proposal appears
to please teacher groups

By Myra Lee Salcedo
Staff Writer

Representatives from several teacher
organizations were pleased with the sug-
gested 4.2 percent raise at mid-point for
teachers presented at the school dis-
trict’s board meeting Tuesday.

“We basically got what we asked for,”
said Charles Burbank of Texas Class-
room Teachers Association (TCTA). Sam
Manning, a Lee High School teacher and
president of the Midland Federation of
Teachers, agreed.

Both Burbank and Manning were
members of a committee, headed by Su-
perintendent Joe Baressi, which devel-
oped the proposal.

Midland Independent School District
trustees will consider the $1,140 pay hike
for all teachers with a year or more
experience.

Baressi said, “I have met with repre-
sentatives of teacher organizations every
year since I have been superintendent. |
listen to their ideas, but I have to use my
judgment to propose what I think is best
for the school district.”

Administrators will receive 4 percent
salary increases. “We took the additional
two-tenths of a percent and transferred
it into teacher equity pay,” Baressi said.

The salary increase will include $1,140
per teacher plus equity pay for those

percent of the state base, accord-

receive greater compensation between
college degree ranks than outlined in the
proposal. The proposal recommended a
teacher with no experience and a bache-
lor’'s degree start at $21,000.- A person
with a master’'s degree would receive
$21,500, a person with a master’s plus 30
hours of higher education annually
would receive $22000 and a beginner
with a doctorate would start at $22 750.

“l1 would like to see a $1,000 spread
between each step after the bachelor’s
degree,” Burbank said.

The increase is expected to cost the
district about $1.4 million, according to
Baressi. “About 6 percent of the increase
would result from hiring new employees
required by state and federal mandate,”
he said. Teachers needed include 13 stan-
dard classroom teachers, six gifted and
talented teachers, six special education
teachers, four speech therapists and one
diagnostician for special education
students.

The school district will remain well
above the state salary base, according
Furgeson. State base for teachers new to
the field is $17,000 per year. New teach-
ers hired by MISD will receive $21,000,
23.5 percent above base. At 15 years ex-
perience, the district midpoint, the state
requires pay of $24,980, while MISD will
pay $27430, 9.8 percent over base.

Baressi also noted that although state
law now requires teachers be paid for
total teaching experience rather than
just continuous experience, the law
won't effect MISD. “We have always rec-

onhul total teaching experience,” he
Ploase ser m;gA

10 stop tupporting satellite states in or-
der to improve their chances for eco-
nomic aid was another item on Bush’s

~ Related étories- 5A

President Mikhail Gorbachev to adopt
“more radical steps” for political and
economic reform.

That was a victory for the United
States.

Bush's dogged opposition to direct and
immediate financial aid to Moscow,
shared by British Prime Minister Marga-
ret Thatcher and Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Toshiki Kaifu, was reflected in the
communique. It endorsed the “technical
aid” they favor and put off further alli-
ance decisions until after the damage as-
sessment study of the Soviet economy is
completed this December.

The communique’s call for the Soviets

agenda. Bush has often complained
about the Soviets’ $5 billion in annual aid
to Cuba.

The Bush victory spelled a rebuff to
West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl
and French Presidemt Francois Mitter-
rand, who had proposed that the alliance
launch a quick $i5 billion aid program
for the Soviets {0 help save Gorbachev
and his perestroika economic reform
program.

But Kohl could claim credit for the
prominence the issue received in Hous-
ton. The West German leader also won

Please see SUMMIT /2A

Soviet miners raise
their arms or shake their
fists, stressing their sup-
port for a 24-hour general
strike. Please see relat-
ed story, Page 9A.

AP Lasserphoto

Sowet coal miners walk out

DONETSK, U.SS.R. (AP) — Hundreds of thousands of coal miners laid down
their drills and picks Wednesday to demand that the Communist Party get out
of their lives and the Soviet government resign.

“We should kick the party not only out of the Ukraine, but everywhere,”
mine construction worker Viktor Kitenko declared, speaking at a rally in
Donetsk, the center of the eastern Ukraine's Don River coal basin.

Miners walked away from their jobs for 24 hours despite appeals from the

Soviet government and party.

In Donetsk, a rally passed a resolution demanding that the government of
Prime Minister Njkolai 1. Ryzhkov resign, that party cells be removed from
mines, economic enterprises, the KGB, army and police, and that party proper-

ty be nationalized.

The miners held aloft two large banners saying: “U.S.S:R. Government Re-

sign!” and

“Down with Pasty Committees at Businesses.”

The walkout was a repetition of a long and bitter strike coal miners conduct-
ed last summer to press the government for better supplies of basic consumer
goods, better pay and working conditions. The government acceded to their
demands, but has been unable to fulfill its promises.

Please see MINERS/2A
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Cooler conditions expected

Staff Report

A cool front moving down the Texas Panhandle is expected to reach
the Permian Basin and Concho Valley today, bringing cooler tempera-
tures and a slight chance of rain to the area before it dissipates, accord-
ing to forecasters at the National Weather Service in Midland.

Today's forecast calls for cloudy skies, with a high in the mid 80s, a 40
percent chance of thunderstorms and 10 to 20 mph northeast winds,
NWS said.

Tonight is expected to be partly cloudy, with a low in the lower 60s
and a 20 percent chance of thunderstorms, forecasters said. Friday's
furecast calls for partly cloudy skies, with a high ir the mid 80s, NWS
said

The record high for Wednesday's date -as 16 set in 1964. The record
low of 55 for today's date was set in 1936, NWS said.

STATE

Strong thunderstorms developed in the South Plains of West Texas on
Wednesday behind a weak cold front that was situated across the
region.

Other storms were reported along the Red River in North Central
Texas and along the lower Texas coast. Heavy rains fell in South Texas.

Elsewhere, skies were partly to mostly cloudy.

Winds were generally from the northeast and southeast across West
Texas and southerly over the rest of the state, except for East Texas,
where winds blew in from the west and southwest.

In most areas, winds were light at speeds of 10 mph and below.

Temperatures were in the 70s in the Panhandle and on the upper
coast, where rain helped cool the air. Elsewhere, temperatures were
mostly in the 90s.

At mid-afternoon, temperatures ranged from 74 at Amarillo to 102 at
Wichita Falls.

The National Weather Service forecasts isolated thunderstorms over
West Texas and South Texas on Thursday. Highs on Thursday should
range from the 80s to lower 90s over North and West Texas, near 103 in
the Big Bend, and in the 90s to 100 elsewhere.

NATION

Showers and thunderstorms that lingered in the Ohio Valley posed
the threat of more heavy rain, large hail, damaging winds, and flash
flooding Wednesday.

Meanwhile, storms extended from New Mexico across Missouri and
northern Arkansas to the Middle Atlantic States and southern New
England.

A fast-moving storm pelted metropolitan Denver with golf ball-size
hail and heavy rain Wednesday, triggering a series of thunderstorm and
tornado warnings.

There were reports of dozens of shattered windows and some flooding
along the roads.

Hot, humid air in the Southeast produced showers and thunderstorms
iIn Alabama, southern Florida, and the central Gulf Coast region. A
thunderstorm in northern Georgia produced high winds which blew a
tree onto a house at Tunnel Hill Wednesday afternoon.

Showers were scattered in South Dakota and Minnesota, and a few
showers aisc dotted the Pacific Coast region.

Sunny skies prevailed across the northern Plateau, Great Basin, and
the northern and central Rocky Mountains.

Temperatures were generally in the 70s and upper 60s across the
north-central Plains and Northeast. But readings were in the 90s from
Texas to the southerd half of the Atlantic Coast.

Record high temperatures for the date were set Tuesday at Beckley,
W Va., 88, Columbia, S.C.;;105, Greensboro, N.C., 99, Raleigh, N.C., 98,
Roanoke, Va., 97, Tampa, Fla., 96. Tied for the record were Greenville,
S.C. 98, Redding, Calif., 108, and Paducah, Ky., 101

Temperatures in the West were again into the 90s as far north as
Washington state.

I'he Associated Press contributed to this report.

Midland statistics
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SUMMIT: Houston session ends

(From 1A)

approval from his summit part-
ners to proceed with his own $3

billion loan program for Moscow.

Kohl told reporters that the dec-
laration “provides suppport for
our policy” of aid to Moscow
“This declaration is very satisfac-
tory for us,” he added

Said Thatcher: “There is noth-
Ing in the communique which pre-
vents people from taking their
own action. In the new era, we are
still going to give individual aid.”

Mitterrand, who lost out in his
effort to ensure that the fact-find-
Ing mission not wind up as a pre-
text for delaying Soviet aid, never-
theless claimed victory. He noted
that it was on his insistence that
the International Monetary Fund-
led damage assessment team was
ordered to complete its work by
the end of the year. He too will be
free to offer French aid to the
Soviets.

On world trade, Bush seemed to
have won a little and lost a little.

As Bush wanted, the summit

seemed to provide a jumpstart to
the talks being conducted under
the auspices of the 97-nation Gen-
eral Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade, by urging that the negotia-
tions be given ‘“‘the highest
priority.”

The commynique pledged that
the seven governments would
make “the difficult political deci-
sions necessary to ensure the suc-
cess of the stalled international
trade talks. Those decisions would
include “substantial progressive
reductions” in government subsi-
dies that artifically inflate agricul-
tural prices and inhibit free trade,
the document said.

The communique also granted
Bush’'s wish for a call for reduc-
tions in agricultural subsidies that
the European nations want to
maintain to keep their system of
small farms intact.

But the Europeans won a major
point because the document failed
to include a longstanding U.S. call
for the total elimination of govern-
ment farm subsidies by the year
2000.

It also included some loopholes
favorable fo the European side.
For example, the communique
noted that variations among coun-
tries on agricultural policies “re-
flect differences in the social and
economic conditions of farming.”
And it spoke of protecting “food
security,” a reference to Japan's
desire to safeguard its rice produc-
ers against imports.

Jacques Delors, president of the
12-nation European Community
and the summit's strongest de-
fender of agriculture subsidies,
said: “Between friends there is no
victory. There is good
compromise.”

On the environment, the docu-
ment asserted that global warm-
ing is of “key importance,” com-
mitted all seven leaders to
“undertake common efforts to
limit the emissions of greenhouse
gases, such as carbon dioxide,” be-
lieved by many scientists to cause
the environmental phenomenum
and launched a pilot program
aimed at saving the Brazilian rain
forests that absorb such gases.

MISD: Trustees considering

4.2 percent salary Increases

(From 1A)

Furgeson said the total teaching
pay law falls under Senate Bill 1,
the school reform plan which will
fund $528 million in state aid this
year.

Baressi the proposal’s suggested
salary increase will fit into the
current tax levy. “We expect to
get $2.9 million from the state
which may be pro-rated, giving us
$600,000 less than that,” he said.
“Because of this we have estimat-
ed it on an average daily atten-
dance of 93 percent.”

The superintendent said a 3 per-
cent tax increase over the effec-
tive tax rate is necessary to fund
renovations of Washington and
Houston Elementary schools. “Tra-
ditionally the cost of facilities and
maintenance is the responsibility
of the tax payers,” the superinten-
dent said. “We estimated cost of

(From 1A)

In the meantime, miners’ de-
mands have become increasingly
political.

According to information com-
piled from strike leaders in Do-
netsk, the Kuznets Basin of west-
ern Siberia and Vorkuta in the Far
North, miners at about 200 shafts
were on strike throughout the
country.

No figures were available on the
number of miners who actually
walked off their jobs. But judging
from the number of mines on
strike in the Donetsk region, it ap-
peared that about 100,000 miners
stayed away. Strike organizers
claimed that about 300,000 miners
would halt work in western Sibe-
ria alone.

In a telephone interview from
the Kuznets Basin coal center of
Kemerovo, strike organizer Alexei
Solovyc - said 68 of 130 mines were

BOSTON (AP) — A medicine
that strengthens elderly women's
fragile bones can cut their risk of
spinal fractures in half, signifi-
cantly reducing the painful and
crippling effects of osteoporosis, a
study concludes.

The medicine, called etidronate,
reverses much of the slow loss of
bone that underlies osteoporosis,
the brittle-bones disease that af-
flicts an estimated 15 million to 20
million Americans.

The research shows that eti-
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renovations at about $1.3 million.
The 3 percent increase over the
effective tax rate would generate
approximately $1 million to help
defray the cost.”

Manning said he concurred with
the 3 percent tax increase. “In or-
der to get maximum money from
the state we must have a certain
level of taxation support — 3 per-
cent would be a good start with 2
to 3 percent increments in the
next few years.”

Baressi said increases for reno-
vations would probably take place
over the next 10 years.

Manning said, ‘“The public
doesn’t always understand that we
must have a certain tax rate in
order to get funds from the state.

“We have gone up on sales tax
and excise taxes, we need to take
care of school finance. Article 1,
Section VII of the Texas Constitu-
tion basically states that all of our

on strike and that workers from 20
major industrial enterprises
joined in.

Viktor Kolesnikov, a strike orga-
nizer in the Far North region, said
10 of 13 mines were on strike
there.

Andrei Slivka of the Donetsk
Workers Strike Committee said
141 mines, slightly more than half
the region’s total, were on strike.
In Karaganda, in northern Ka-
zakhstan, miners’ spokesman Vla-
dimir Bondarev said all 26 mines
stopped work, but only for two
hours.

The Soviet government newspa-
per lzvestia reported scattered
participation elsewhere. Miners in
the Novosibirsk region of Siberia

and in Uzbekistan did not go along

with the strike, but miners in the
Far East struck for the first time,
it said.

Soviet President Mikhail S. Gor-
bachev told the Communist Par-

dronate can prevent crushed ver-
tebrae, which are extremely com-

“mon in old age, especially among

women. This fracture is the most
frequent consequence of osteopo-
rosis. However, theére is no evi-
dence yet that the treatment will
stop broken hips, which are a less
common but more serious hazard
of the disease.

“This is really exciting,” said Dr.
Nelson B. Watts of Emory Univer-

sity, the principal author of the
study. “We can wait until some-
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children must receive equal edu-
cation,” he said. “We can no long-
er depend on the minimum or per-
manent fund which provided land
and oil revenue. We need to pro-
tect ourselves, but we don’t want
to raise taxes so high that it will
hurt Midland, either.”

In other developments, Manning
said a survey will be distributed to
teachers in the fall to query them
on how they want to be compen-
sated for unused sick8days. “Cur-
rently they are sent & check for
$20 per day at the end of the year.
I'd like teachers to have options to
use the funds to upgrade their cre-
dentials,” he said. “But it would
take a substantial number of
teachers surveyed to change
anything.”

Baressi said, “This was just a
preliminary proposal. We will
make our formal recommendation
before the board July 31.

MINERS: Strike.staged despite appeal

ty's 28th congress in Moscow that
the strike was not of a general
nature.

He said participation in western
Siberia was minimal. “We feel
more understanding from the side
of the miners,” he said.

But the mood was angry among
the several thousand people who
gathered in the hot sun in front of
Communist Party and govern-
ment headquarters in Donetsk to
voice their grievances.

One widow of a miner who died
of black lung disease, a black scarf
around her head and her voice
cracking, addressed the crowd.
“Miners, you all have these lungs,”
she said. “You breathe what no
human being should breathe.”

“They promise us everything,”
lamented 40-year-old miner miner
Alexander Zuyevsky, emerging
black with coal dust from the Oc-
tober Mine in the Donetsk region.

New drug reduces spinal fractures

body is already in bad shape and
make them better. They won't
stand straight or play basketball.
But the deterioration will be
halted.”

Experts believe etidronate will
soon join two other prescription
drugs — estrogen and calcitonin
— for routine treatment of the dis-
ease. Because of its apparent ad-
vantages, it could become the pre-
ferred medicine for many elderly
victims.
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In accepting that language,
Bush managed to fend off new ini-
tiatives to slash the carbon dioxide
emissions. He expressed satisfac-
tion that the summit had forged a
“reasoned position, not a radical
position that is going to throw a lot
of American men and women out
of jobs.”

But he had to swallow language
that said the “lack of full scientific
certainty is no excuse to postpone
actions which are justified in their
own right.”

Thatcher, who had joined Kohl
in pushing for action on global
warming, pointed approvingly at
that passage. U.S. officials have
said any cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions should wait until all the
scientific evidence is In.

Although Kohl did not get the
commitment he sought to slash
carbon dioxide emissions, he did
persuade his summit partners to
adopt his pet program: preserving
Brazilian rain forests.”It's compro-
mise we can live with,” he said,
noting that rain forests absorb car-
bon dioxide.

PIT: Asphalt
may be used
eON roadway

(From 1A)

McGregor said city workers
have been dumping asphalt,
oil, gasoline, leaded paint,
cleaning fluids and other tox:
iIc materials in the pit for
more than a decade.

City managers, though. did
not know about it until a Fort
Worth environmental consul-
tant was in town to inspect
the city’'s leaking gasoline
storage tanks, he said.

The Carter and Burgess Inc.
engineering firm also has
been a consultant for the tar

| pit cleanup, he said.

Carter and Burgess tests
conducted in February and
April found the toxic sub-

| stances. Less extensive TWC

tests conducted Feb. 22 re-
vealed some of the same
materials.

City officials initially esti-
mated it would cost only
$10,000 to mop up the pool,
which is about 4 feet deep and
measures about 75 feet by 100
feet.

But Carter and Burgess offi-
cials in May said it may cost
up to $800,000 to excavate the
tar pit materials and transport
them to a hazardous waste
dump.

Though cleanup costs are
not as high as expected,
McGregor said an exact figure
will not be known until the
operation begins. “We won't
know until we get all the lig-
uids pulled out of it,” he said.

A gravel base may lie at the
bottom of the pit, he said. If
not, the materials may have
seeped 6 to 8 inches into the
soil, which also will have to be
removed if contaminated, he
said.

The city has paid Carter and
Burgess about $17,000 so far
for consulting fees, he said.
Another $12,000 to $15,00 will
be paid to that company by
summer’s end, he said.

Councilman Jose Cuevas
said he hopes the excavation
project finds only tar.

“There could be some extra
costs,” Cuevas said. “We won't
know until we get into it. We
feel comfortable with estimat-
ed cost, but we'll never know
until we get to the bottom of
the pit.”

Cuevas said he looks for-
ward to the day when the tar
pit is a memory.

“It’s very important that we
clean it up,” he said. “I will be
pleased only when it's done
right and it’s over.”

TO ADVERTISE
PHONE 682-5311
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Judge chides school finance attorneys

By Rick Brown
Reporter-Telegram Austin Bureau

AUSTIN — A vexed state dis
trict judge chastised attorneys
over the slow course of question-
ing on the third day of a trial to
decide whether the state's new
school finance system is up to
snuff.

“This is just so frustrating for

e, Judge Scott McCown an-
nounced Wedesday in open court
during a lengthy and complex
cross-examination by Assistant At-
torney General Kevin O’Hanlon,
who is defending the new system.

McCown, who wants to wrap up
testimony in a two-week time peri-
od, said unnecessary delays at the
start of the trial will result in his
denial of requests for additional
time at the end.

He complained that O'Hanlon

AUSTIN (AP) — Struggling El
Paso Electric Co., hoping to cure
financial ills with a $33.9 million
rate increase, may end up getting
less than half company officials
requested.

Public Utility Commission ex-
aminers recommended the utility
only be allowed a $15.3 million
rate increase. PUC Administrative
Law Judge Katherine Mudge and
Examiner Beth Bierman sumt
ed only $7 million of that inc
come from customers this year
and the rest be deferred.

Examiners’
are non-binding, but are consid-
ered by commissioners who make
the final decision.

Biology books
draw criticism

AUSTIN (AP) — Some textbook
critics are unhappy with a pro-
posed list of high school biology
books being considered for Texas
schools which, for the first time,
would include extensive treat-
ment of evolution.

But a civil liberties group and
associations representing science
teachers praised the biology
books, saying they finally signal
an end to the religious influence
on science books used in Texas
schools.

The State Board of Education,
which will have final approval
over the new books in November,
voted last year to require that evo-
lution be explained in biology and
other science books.

To appease religious fundamen-
talists, the board agreed to stipu-
late that the books include scien-
tific arguments for and against
the theory that human beings
evolved from lower life forms.

Mel Gabler of Longview was
among several witnesses at a state
hearing Tuesday who criticized
the books for not offering argu-
ments against evolution.
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took too much time trying to elicit
answers from a recalcitrant wit-
ness called to support the plain-
tiff's contention that Texas' new
school finance system is still
unconstitutional.

Poorer school districts that orig-
inally participated in the
Edgewood v. Kirby lawsuit now
are alleging that the redesigned
system lawmakers approved this
past month represents no real
change at all.

On the stand during McCown's
complaints was a former superin-
tendent of Edgewood schools, Jose
Cardenas, who as an associate mas-
ter of the court helped draw the
“Robin Hood" plan the judge
would have instituted had law-
makers failed.

“You're just wasting my time,”
McCown said at one point during

The three-member PUC is
scheduled to consider the recom-
mendations Aug. 1.

El Paso Electric owns 15.8 per-
cent of the Palo Verde nuclear
power plant near Phoenix. The
utility has said $41.6 million was
needed to cover the cost of operat-
ing and maintaining its share of
Palo Verde this year. But the ex-
aminers trimmed that to $30.3
million.

The utility is trying to bounce
back from several poor non-utility
investments that caused the com-
pany substantial losses. El Paso
Electric has sold off most of those
investments to a Chicago invest-
ment firm. But problems and shut-

MYRLENE'S

CLEAN SWEEP
Out with the old...

O'Hanlon’'s cross-examination of
Cardenas. The witness himself
made small effort to help the op-
posing attorney. “You lost me
somewhere back there, Mr. O'Han-
ion. I don't know what you're talk-
ing about,” Cardenas said.

O'Hanlon persisted with his line
of questioning, prompting Mc-
Cown to comment that “all trials
are teaching exercises, and you
picked the worst witness to teach
me with.”

Earlier, under direct examina-
tion from plaintiffs attorney Al
Kauffman, Cardenas testified to
the negative effects of the Legisla-
ture’s failure to design a system in
which poorer school districts have
as much to spend on student en-
richment as the state’s wealthiest
districts.

He said that poorer districts will

'PUC may cut El Paso rate request

downs at Palo Verde have caused
additional losses.

The PUC staff and examiners
agreed that El Paso Electric
should be allowed to collect a 10.99
percent of profits from its overall
invesment in the utility. The com-
pany had asked to collect 11.22
percent. |

The agency said a supplemental
examiners’ report will be released
soon with recommendations about
Palo Verde nuclear power plant’s
performance and proposed
changes of accounting
procedures.

Those recommendations also
are to be considered Aug. 1 by the
PUC.
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