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County mulls future use of courthouse

8 Mayor says city

investigating whether

- municipal court could fit

"historic building.

By Kathleen Thurber
Sraff Writer

Midland County 1s inching
closer toward finding a future
use for the historical Midland
County Courthouse.

Midland Coumty Judge Mike
Bradford said officials have nar-

rowed it down to five possibih-
ties and will discuss which
route to pursue 1n open court
during the coming months.

“We are interested in down-
town, public use of that build-
ing.” said Bradford. speaking at
a community workshop this
week.

Since the new Loraine Street
courthouse opened 1in Septem-
ber. Bradford said the commu-
nity has provided commission-
ers with more than 100 1deas

about what use would best suit
the 1930s building on Wall
Street.

From there. he said officials
have found five possibilities —
none of which include knocking
the building down — they see
as leasible to accomplish with-
out a significant additional
investment by the county.

“We will spend some money
on 1it.” Bradford said. “We're not
willing to spend a lot.”

The first idea includes turning

parts of the courthouse mto the
home of the o1l and gas and
genealogy collections presently
sitting in the Midland County
Public Library. Because adults
use those collections primarily
during the dayume. Bradford
said placing them in the court-
house could create some activity
in central downtown while also
providing a unique space for the
special sections.
Commuissioners also are con-
sidering moving parts of several

collections trom the hibrary into
the tormer courthouse Wiath
new library director John
Toischittn starting May 31 Brad
tord said county othicrals are
having Irischitti convuider dittes
ent scenarios and then will _
assess what would best sunt the
library and the courthouse
betore making any tinal dedi
SHONS

An option Br u.llnnl vard has
taken speed durning recent weeks

Please see COURT/HA
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ABOVE: Loraine Perryman and Nadine Craddick announce Thursday that singer Rod Stewart will perform at the first concert of
the Wagner Noél Performing Arts Center on Nov. 1. The concert will be an invite-only event. BELOW: Rod Stewart poses in a pro-
motional photo given out by the arts center.

Rocker Rod Stewart to kick off arts center’s Gala Series

By Georgia Temple

Entertainment Eduor

Alert: Founders and donors to the

paver program, the Wagner No¢l Per-
forming Arts Center are kicking off its

special opening events Nov. | with a
performance by British rocker Rod
Stewart. The event is by invitation,
at a cost, and you are on the hst.
Invitations will go out in Sep-
tefber to those whose financial
contributions he made the
center possible. unsoid
tickets, :fducatanyfwu
1,800-seat hall,
then will be offered to the

pubhc according to center

Thc mnouncemcnt was
made Thursday by event
co-chairwomen Lorraine
Perryman of Odessa and
Nadine Craddick of

Midland.
“The first event. we wanted 1t to be a

‘wow evemt, said Craddick. in announc-

ing with Perryman. that the opening act
was Stewan.
No public momes are going toward
this concert, said Perryman.
Stewart’s performance will be
paid for with the money raised
from the sale of tickets to the
Nov. | performance, said
Craddick.
The plan put forth by
committee members is
- that the money raised
from this concert also
will help fund the three
or four other events in
the Gala Senes.
CThthndGula
oncert featuring
Stewart is the first in a

series of special events
._designed to showcase

A photo gallery
ONLINE . 705

www.mywesitexas.com and arts center.

l Styx 10 perform at an
Edcuation Foundation
fundraiser. PAGE aA

the wide-ranging capabilities of the new
$81 million facility. The other special
events will be open to the public.

The commattee 1s looking at a famuly-
focused play for one of these events. said
Craddick.

Other engagements in the performance
hall include the Midland-Odessa Sym-
phony’s second Masterworks concert on
Nov. 12 and its Pops performance on
Dec. 3. September marks the MOSC S
49th season.

Those wanting to have their name
added to the invitation list may “make a

lasting impression” by joining the paver's
campaign and have their name carved n

Please see CONCERT/4A

MPD: Officers
involved In

shooting

From sraft reports

Midland Police contirmed two otticerns
were involved in a shooting late Thurs
day in the 5100 block ot Ric Drinve

Midland Fire Department took the i
tm to Midland Memonal Hospital. and
the Texas Rangers were on the scene 1o
investigate the shoouing.

According to Midland police. otticers
responded to a domestic violence situa
ton called 1in about Y47 pm

The caller sand that a 34-ycar old male
was causing a disturbance with a
weapon. Two otheers armived shortly
after. and the nmlc attached the police
officers with a 2-by-4-inch prece ot lun
ber Officers. according 1o MPD. sutlered
MINOT INJUNes

When one [X‘-*lh.:.'nmn W UNai iy
remove the man trom the other ottico
shots were fired. It was not known Jate
Thursday if both ofticers fired shots b
both are considered part ot the
because they are directlhy imvohved

The man. whose name was no
released as of late Thursday. was m onn
cal condition

hoot

Stamp out
Hunger set for
Saturday

By Kathleen Thurber
Staft Writer

The West Texas Food Bank s hnp
ing Midland residemts will add some
groceries 1o their outgomng mail on
Saturday. -

As part of the 19th annual Stamp out
Hunger Food Drive. letter camers in
Midland-Odessa will collect non-pensh-
able food items along with the mail on

- Saturday. All items collected will go 10

the food bank. which then disseminates
supplies to nonprofits throughout the
organization's 22-county service area.

“You wouldn’t even start to beheve
how helpful it 1s.” said Oscar Garcia.
with Breaking Bread Kitchen.

The kitchen provides dinner to about
90 people each day. and Garcia said 1t
relies on supplies from the food bank o
put together its meals.

Please see HUNGER/4A
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WILDNIGHT

Emma Parham pets a bearded dragon Thursday night during Family Science Night at the
Petroleum Museum Chevron hosted an event called “Don't Let Science Bug You” to teach

Children and their parents about insects with family-fnendly activities

MPD: Midland man admits to

fondling child family members

By James Cannon
Staatt Woriren

A Madland man
remainsan jatl Thursday
cvening atter a child told
pohice the man mappro-
priately touched and
assaulted her on :\pl’l] 24

Cabistro LLosova Vela
4615 beng held on
STS.000 bond tor a see
ond degree telony of
thL‘uL‘I‘IL'} with a ¢chald h‘_ﬂ.
wwaual conduct and a
third-degree telony ol
injury to a child

The v Vel old :.:Irl todd
a tamily member that
vela had tondled her
through her clothing at

his tratler located near the

1 200 block ot East Estes
Avenue on Apnill 24,
according to the athiday
for the arrest warrant
Police also said Vela
admitted to tondhing the

BCA

PERMIAN BASIN
3300S. FM 1T
Madland., 1TX 797046
1 32.561.5915
877.821.1758

www. blapermianbasin com

WWw.jul
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2101 W. Wadley, Ste. 16
432-682-5368

¢irl through her clothes
[he girl sand Vela then
wlappul her across the
tace. below her eyve. caus
g 1t to bruise She also
said Vela pushed her 11
fuL‘d[-Hld brother to the
vround. injunng his ley
The hn}, contirmed his
sister s sory 1o i,"lll‘ill.'t'
during the imvestigation.
according to pohice.

The investigation began
alter the children told
their mother. who then
reported it to the Maidland
R..lpl.' Crisis and Chil
dren v Advocacy Center

Vela s related to both
¢hildren

June9 - 11
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~ Calistro Losoya Vela: The 46-year-old
£ man was charged with second-degree
felony of indecency with a child by sex-
ual contact on Thursday. Police allege
. Vela had fondiled a 9-year-old girl.
Read the arrest affidavit online at

Betore this arrest, Vel
had been arrested tor
drmving while intovicated
and possession of mar-
lana. according to the
county clerk ol courts

It comvicted ot the sed
ond-degree telony ol
IIHIU&'L‘IH_‘» with a child.
he could tace 20 vears in
prison Mela could
recene an additional 10O
vears it com icted of the
lesser felony ol injurning
a hild
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DALLAS — Former Arkansas Goy
Mike Huckabee said Thursday he does
n’t think the killing of Osama bin
Laden makes it more difficult to run
against President Barack Obama 1n
2012.

Huckabee. who ran unsuccessfully
for the Republican presidential nomina-
- ton n 2008 and 1s mulling another try.
| said the death of the terronst leader

lerm president.
AssoCrated Press

Huckabee: Obama not invincible

would make Obama more formidable
“this week.” But he noted how former
President George HW. Bush had an
approval rating above 90 percent after
the first Gulf War

“A year later. he went home as a one-
" Huckabee 10ld The
“You can never make
a decision on what you're going to do a
year from now based on what's happen-
ing in the moment. because polhitics
changes every day ”
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‘Groundwater district hearings end

® Fort Stockton Holdings to
- receive answer in the
coming months.

From staff reports

A heanng on Fort Stockton
Holdings' request to transport
water from its property 1n
Pecos County ended this week
with no ruling.

Having started last week. the
hearing at the Middle Pecos

Groundwater Conservation Dis-
trict concluded Thursday with
no final decision. said Robert
Rendall. an attorney tor Fort
Stockton Holdings.

The company. owned by
Clayton Wilhams. had request-

ed a permit to pump up to about

15.45 billion gallons of water
per year from Fort Stockton to
Midland where 1t would be
sold.

Rendall said the parties

involved agreed to forgo oral
closing arguments Thursday and
instead to submit “very brief™
written closing arguments. Fort
Stockton Holdings will submit
its arguments by 5 p.m. today
and the other parties involved
by 5 p.m. on May 24, he said.

From that point, Rendall said
the board will have 60 days to
make its final decision. Howev-
er. he said the parties anticipate
a ruling could be made at the

board’s regularly scheduled
meeting in June.

“We 're pleased with the way
it went,” he said of the hear-
ings. “We'll look forward to the
board’s decision.”

The city of Fort Stockton and
Pecos County have opposed Fort
Stockton Holdings™ request.
Officials said they fear moving
that much water would jeopard-
1ze the city’s ability to provide
water 1o its own residents.

AUSTIN
House passes bans on

cockfight related

TEXASROUNDUP

LUBBOCK

activities

With some lawmakers
actually crowing tor
emphasis. the Texas
House has approved a
measure to toughen
punishments tor activi-
ties related to
cockhghting.

The bill amends the
state penal code to make
it a felony to knowingly
CAUSC one rooster o

COuURT

From 1A

includes turning parts ot the
courthouse into the aity '~ Munie-
ipal Court tacility.

City Council members agreed
at their retreat last month that a
new Mumcipal Courthouse 1s
needed because 1t has outgrown
Its present space. At the ime.
the group discussed what 1t
would require to construct a new
building by using money already
setl aside by the court as well as
financing about S6 mithon tor
the building through ceruficates
ot oblhigation.

Mavor Wes Permy sand a new
tacthty sull 18 an option. But. he
sard the aity also s imvestigating
w hether the Munmicipal Court
could use the two courtrooms the
county remodeled in recent
vean

“There could be some benetit
in moving the Municipal Coun
into the courthouse . PL‘IT_\ said
“The real question 1. how
cypensive 1s that going to be?” |s
it the nght thing ™

It officials could make the
courtrooms., jury space and
ottices in the histoncal coun-
house tunctional tor the muniCi-
pal court tor a reasonable price.
Perry said he would tavor seeinyg
such a4 move. It it would become
CON prl‘lhlhll!\ ¢ or 1l studies
show a difterent option would
better serve the court and resi-
dents. then othcals will go g
ditterent route. he sand

"I hike the courthouse.” he

CONCERT

From 1A

stone 1n tront of the new tacihty. Cost to do so

fight another. earn mon-
¢y from hghts or operate
a facilhity tor them.

It also makes owning
or training a cock for
fighting a misdemeanor.
and attending a hght as
a spectator a lesser mis-
demeanor.

Unhike some other
states. it wasn't a cnme
in Texas to own or oper-
ate a cochfighung tacih-

ty. own cocktighting
equipment. train a cock.
or attend fights.

The bill’s sponsor,
state Rep. Wayne Chris-
tian. said just before
Thursday’s vote. “let my
chickens go.” Some rep-
resentatives answered
with their best “cock-a-
doodle-dos.”

It then passed by a
121-23 vote.

doubles

o .',‘1'/',1,

MRAT file photo

City and county officials debate how the old county courthouse, seen above,
should be used in the future. Officials have considered five possibilihes

saird. It creates o hr..‘-'.lhh} CNvi-
ronment for downtown with hay-
ing more people here.”

It the city used part of the
courthouse. Perry said it would
do so by trading services with
the county. "It the best. mQst
cthicient use 1s to move the
municipal courthouse. then we'd
have to work out a trade with the
county. he said. i

Another use the county has
listed among the hinal possibih-
tes includes placing the County
Histoncal Museum 1n the down-
town courthouse. Currently
housed in a butlding next to the

runs trom $500 to $5.000. This opportumity will

end May 31 Find out more at

www wagnemoel.com or contact Carol Robens-

Spence. the center's executive director. at 552-

44 30)

The 10X.000-square-foot structure 18 located
near the University of Texas of the Permian
Basin's CEED Building oft State Highway 19|
and Farm-to-Market Road 17858, The buitlding tea-
tures two-balcomies in the | .800-seat performance
hail and the 200-scat Rea-Greathouse Recital
Hall. It also houses classrooms and offices tor
UTPB s music program in the Rea Music and
Academic Center. At this time. UTPB music stu-

Center.

I'he Midland Independent
School Distnct Education
Foundation announced
Thursday that the band Sty x
will play at a September
fundraiser concen.

The concernt. which will
benefit students and teach-
ers. will take place at 8
p-m. Sept. 22 at Chaparral

library. Bradford said the histon-
cal museum could have more
space it it occupied a tew tloors
of the courthouse.

"It needs a new home. a new
presence. he said. “"We need to
be proud ot our hentage ~

Bradtord said otficials also
have considered turning the
courthouse 1nto office space for
vanous ity and county depart-
ments or gomng forward with
more than one of the ideas and
using the space 1in a vanety ot
“J}\

A covenant put on the building
when it was transterred to the

Land in worst
drought stage nearly

Nearly halt of Texas 18
in the worst stage of
drought — another record
— and almost double the
amount of parched Jand
from jost a week ago.

The U.S. Drought Mon-
ior map released Thurs-
day showed 47.7 percent
of the state 1in exceptional
drought. Last week's total
of about 26 percent was
the most in the | l-year

ey SRS NSRS i

history of the drought
map.

The state just finished
its dniest seven-month
peniod on record. The
statewide average between
October and Apnl was
5.82 inches. .03 of an inch
less than the previous
record set at the end of
March 1918.

The dry conditions are
the result of a La Nina
weather pattern that ranks
as the sixth-strongest
since 1949

Rain has fallen across
parts of the state this
week.

county n the 1800 does put
some restrictions on its uses. The
covenant requires the building to
always contain a jail cell and to
be used as a court 1n some form
if the county wishes to retain
ownership. Bradtord said.

The tifth-tloor jail stull 18
being used. although Bradtord
said officials expect to transter
those inmates to the new deten-
tion center when 1t opens 1n
October. Because 1t would cost
about 51 milhon to remove the
steel on those cells. Bradtord
said othicials will leave the jail
space 1n tact and empty in the
future. which also would allow
them to meet the covenant

For now. Bradford has been
holding court sessions at the old
courthouse penodically so it's
stall being used as a courthouse
How the city will meet that por-
tion of the covenant in the future
will depend upon which option
Is pursued. he sad.

Bradtord said otficials had
hoped offering offices within the
courthouse to nonprofits at a low
cost could be a pllhhlhlllt_\r. But.
he said as a governmental entity,
the county learned 1t couldn’t
restrict uses 1in that way and
would have to open the whole
butlding up to low-cost leasees if
It wanted to offer such deals tor
nonprofits

“(1Us) hkely not viable.” Brad-
tord sand.

Kathleen Thurber can be
reached at Kthurber@mrit com

Education Foundation says
Styx will play at fundraiser

From statt reporty

dents will start classes at the univeraity and be
moved to the new facility Oct. |

“For over 4) years, the Permian Basin has
dreamed of a performing arts center.” said Crad-
dick. ““The celebration 1s the first in a senes of
opening events from Nov. | into the spring of
2012 that will showcase the capabilities of our

Styx. according o a press
release. became a vinual
arena rock prototype n the
late 19708 and early 1980s
with soanng ballads. Some
of its best known songs
include a chart-topper

al Education Foundation dunng umes when budgets
concerts. Education Founda-  are tight. She said Thursday
uon officials said they the foundation always 1s
believe the concerts have being asked for funds to
raised more than $500.000 help with items.

for MISD students and Tickets for the concernt go

teachers.

-on sale/'this summer at

center.” h - “Babe.” “Lady.” “Come Sail Jam Owen. with the www.centralticketoffice.co
BOORA Architects of Portland. Ore.. and Away  and “Mr. Roboto.” Education Foundation. said  m. Ticket prices are $40 and
Rhotenberry-Wellen of Midland designed the | Styx has four albums certi- the money raised goes back  $30 in advance and $50 and
center. and Hunt Construction Group 15 the i fied multi-platinum. into the classroom for any- $40 the day of the concert.
contractor. ' This 1s the fourth year for  thing above and beyond Sponsor tables start at
‘ ; the event. Lonestar, REO what the distnict funds. She $1.500. For s Ips.
Georgia Temple can be reached | Speedwagon and Three Dog  added that fundraisers like contact the Education Foun-
gltemple @mrt.com. } Night also have performed this one help. especially dation office at 689-1982.

From 1A
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“It's mmcthmg from OuUr ¢om- m-mn
munity. he said. “It's just awe- load the food. if you want 1o heip,
some 1o be able to give ™ “*Mh 612

Earl Graham. food resource Veterans Airpark Lane, between 1
coordinator at the West Texas p.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday.

Food Bank. said after collecting
90.000 pounds in 2010 through
the Stamp out Hunger drive. the
bank 1s expecting to collect more
than 100,000 pounds this year.

to donate liguids or food in glass
containers, but any other non-
perishable items are appreciated.
A mail carmer will pick up the

He said Midland topped Odessa  food and take it to either the

in collections in 2010, but fell downtown or ClayDesta post
behind Odessa in 2009. He said  office where volunteers will load
he i1s eager to see which city will  the food into trucks destined for
prevail this year. the food bank.

“It’s sort of a competition.” he

ite the thriving economy

said. in Mi and Odessa, Graham

To participate, residents sim- said the need the food bank has
ply need to set a bag containing  seen has continued to grow. lts
non-perishable food items next staff delivered 9 million pounds
to their mailbox. Graham said of food in 2010, up from just S
the staff is asking residents not million the year before.

“We never have enough.” he
said. |
Nationwide, the United States
Department of Agniculture esti-
mated about 35.5 million
face hunger daily. including 13

million children.

Saturday's is the bi drive
the West Texas Food par-
ticipates in all year, Graham

said. Because summer break typ-
ically means more need among
area famihes, he said the day is
important for them to provide
food that's

risen since January.

Other places in Midland that
distribute food either through
meals or food boxes include
organizations such as Memonal
Christian Church, Area Mission
Outreach Service, Santa Maria
Food Pantry and the Salvation
Army.

In addition to home pickups
s also will collect

|
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e ——— —— W e

annwversary of the start of the Ciwi
War

This “iving Mestory” presentation 1S
set for 10 am -2 pm today at the
CAF museum For mosg informaton
call 697-6955 -

The reenactors will refurn Satur-
day along with the Gurl Scouts 10
present a presentation fog/the pubic
from 12 30-3 30 pm at'the CAF

Kew Movies
in Midisend

B At Tai Cty 14 “Bngesmands’
and Pnest” n 20 and 3D
. @ At Bg Sky Drive-n “Bndes-
mads

Pease students
to present donation
to Red Cross

Pease Communicaton and Tech-
nology Academy students will present
a check for more than $1 000 0 a
representative of the Amencan Red
Cross at 2 30 pm today at the cam-
pus 1700 £ Magnoka Ave

Students rassed the money 10
donate toward disaster rehef in Japan
after they learned about the country,
and especially s role in World War ||
Dennus Burns Pease produchon ab
teacher sad the stugents SOIJ paper
cranes for a $1 apece

Forbes list of best
cities for jobs
(Texas cities only)

Texas cihes were ranked in Forbes
1515 of Best Ces for Jobs as follows
Large ches 1 Austin-Round Rock-
San Marcos. 3 Houston-Sugar Lang-

hilp ‘blogs. forbes com/joelkotion 2011
0502 the-best-Cihes-for-10bs

Kids’ vaccination
clinic on Monday

The city of Midiand Health and
Semor Services will host a chidren's
vaccnabon chinc fromB8am-6pm

* Monday

The Vaccines for Chiaren program
prowges vacones 10 chiaren and
leens at ke 0 nO-COoSt 10 uninsured
fambes who quaity

To learn more # you or your family
S ehgbie for the Vacones for Chidren
program_ call your health care
prowsder Or the Muiang Health
Department at 681-7613

Gas Prices

Cheapest Gas: $3 79 (Texaco 1-20
and FM 1788) $3 84 (Texaco
b";ﬂﬁocm&ve Snell WallWho-
Ll

Most Expense: $3 39 (Patnot Ox. -
20V Fina Business 20/SCR
1257) $3 96 (Spike's Corner. Garden

CatyFargrounds)
Most common prices across Mid-
land: $387 $§389 5395
Cheapest gas sisewhere
San Angelo $3 63
Lubbock $3 63
Abdene $3 74

Texas USA
Thursday $3883 $3964
Oneweek ago $3840 $3958
Onemonthago $3739 $3785
Onevearago S2768  $2899

Source www TexasGasPrices.com
Lottery

Pick 3 day: 1-7-1

Pick 3 night: 9-2-9
Daily 4 day: 6-1-0-0
Daily 4 night: 3-6-8-7
Cash Five: 18-10-14-30

Texas Two Step: 4-9-10-27
B8 12

Today in history

Today 1s Fnday. May 13, the 133rd
day of 2011 There are 232 days leht
" Todays

in .
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Texas could lead way in gas drilling disclosure

do By Ramit mitiee charman who helped  each company does the website. Wyoming's agency  rule has not made it into law.  requare disclosure 10 the
— Plushnick-Masti oversee passage of the bill, fracking a hittle differently that oversees dnilling Pennsylvania is considenng  state, but not necessarily the
Associated Press rud lhc m“ he worked 40 Hastings cM' Whl.k requires disclosure. but the legislation that would public.
Iy ind 4 way for industry 1o they may all use similar
o S HOUSTON —Texas is g o in Whan residents.  ingoudiontn, their secipes
S poised 10 become the first  pecame o fog could vastly dilfer, and Monday - Saturday 11-2
Nobie stae 10 require gas drillers to i G RECRE feurs :fmummm?ﬁmm S SO —.
il (ﬁﬁ(.‘llwt lhn: chemu- v S . _
o he rdlga.sﬁtmtlglunrk!ur Mk.,;mng- m‘t‘ Ing maximum production in Free Wireless Internet.
mations, a measure that IS it poisonous” What  individual reservoirs and
e P could set the stage for other ", J0Ig to the water sup-  shale formations. These are . ,
7 sates and Congress o move 1 ST L0 e secren it o e WHAT'S FOR LUNCH?
(OUS . .
'::c:da:"‘:;umr ;l;y(:';lll:d it Off the table.” Jacquelyn Pless, a Half Sandwich With Choice Of Soup or Salad ’8"’
fracturing. Environmental groups research analyst at the Excludes the May Wesi, Hamburger and the French dip
But environmentalists argue the bill isn't strong National Conference of . _
caution the bill, while a step  C"u8h because operators  Suate Legislatures, a bipart- pm—— Relaxing . Delicious
in the right direction. would only be required 0 san organization that helps APARARAR aRaRatat o
remains too protective of post on a website the maxi- — coordinate policymaking This Week's Pets

industry.
“It’s a glass half full kind

of thing, pretty good job. (H)t:;lulilzdmm Safety and states — wiath the focus m m
pretty good legislation. but = A""’“““"‘M= being regulation of the flu-

we didn’t go far enough.” Lmuw CMMh only ids. At least six states have

said Cyrus Reed, conserva-  Nave 1o belisted without the . nqidered or are reviewing 803 S

tion director of the Sierra amount gsed. Operators also  jeg;jation that would PO Box 50

Club’s Lone Star chapter.

The measure would
require mandatory disclo-
sure of many chemicals used
in the hydraulic fractunng
— or “fracking”™ — process.
Approved Thursday by the
House and taken up by the
Senate. the bill in its current
form has widespread sup-
port among both Republi-
cans and Democrats. Gon
Rick Perry is expected 10
sign it

Fracking. along with hon-
rontal dnlling. lets dnllers
penetrate tught rock torma-
tons by pressure pumping

mum concentrations of
chemucals regulated by the

can opt out-of full disclosure
if they fear trade secrets
could be harmed. 1in which
case they only would have
disclose what fluids they use
10 the agency that oversees
dnlhing.

Sull. the law would put
Texas ahead of the U S.
Environmental Protection
Agency. Congress and sev-
eral other states trying to
pass simalar measures.

The imtiative s success 1n
[exas — where oil and gas
industry tnendly Repubhi-
cans hold a supermajonity 1n
the House. a majonty in the
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75% OFF

Select Voluspa Candles & Diffusers

50% OFF

Mac Sculpture Crose Candies

25% OFF

Olive Jars, Woven Paskete, Wine

Racks, Martini Glasses, Hill House
¥ Candlee & Diffusere & Olivina Bath
# Producte & Candlees

EVERYTHING ELSE 15% OFF §

" LISTEN weelrday mormngs with Make & Jaza
LKE Wike & Dana on Kicks 9% ON 220
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between states. said frack-
INE IS an I1Ssue 1IN many

require full disclosure.

In Arkansas. a bill was
presented and withdrawn.
Califormia 1s considenng a
bill that would require com-
panies to disclose the infor-
mation to a state supervisor
who would then post it on a

=

Review by the Appraisal Review RBoard
U you caa't resalve vowr problem sformally with the county apprmsal dasanct
(CAD) stall. vou may have your case heard by the apprassal reveew board (ARB)

The ARB s an mndependent board of citucns that revicws probleme. with apprass-
als or ather comcerns listed sbove. It has the power 10 onder the CAD 1© make the
nocessary changes ©© solve problemss. If you file a witien request for an ARB
heanng (called a notice of protest) before the deadline. the ARB will sat your
case for a hearing. You N receive writien notice of the time. duse and place of the
hearng . If necessary. you may request 2 hearmg m the cverng or on a Setwday or
Samday. Pnor w your heanng, you may sk w review the evidence the CAD plans
0 intraduce & the hearing 10 establish any mumer 3t seue. The CAD mugls ask
you for a copy of the evidence you plan © present. The law provides the before
3 heanng on 3 protest or wunediately after the heanng bepims. you or your agest
and the CAD shall each provide the other with a copy of amy writien maserial
wcnded 10 be offcred ur submeied 0 the ARB at the heanng  To the preatest cxtest
pracucabic . the heanng will be mformal You ar 3 desagnated agens may appear 8 —
person © present cvidence or you may send notized cvidence for e ARB ©
review & your heanng The CAD represcmative will present cvadence about your Satvict Comparolter s Property Assistemce Divisios +
case. You may cross-examme the CAD mpresastative. The ARB will muke &= S s S e .
decision based on the evidence presestied. n most cases, the CAD han the busden

of establisiung the property '« vahue by 2 prepundesamce of the v idence presesaed.

Are Sponsored By:

Midiand, TX 79704
432-683-2971
Fax 432-683-2977
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ney 0 chemucal-laced water into Senate and fll every
ef in Japan the ground and allowing o1l Statewide elected office —
e country & _
Vorid War ! and ga."i o rll,“f Oul. m hu"" "ilum\f.'(] my m
Juchon (ab method has become more Texas Onl and Gas Associa-
Soid paper controversial as 1t 1s used in ton. an industry lobbyist.
more plxc.‘ ACTOAS “'t' COUn- dldn'l c‘m" tr‘l"hng k'l'kfnl* T“"Fm MW m
! ry 1o get 1o once out-of - icals 1o be an 1ssue at all thas o o *
besi reach minerals. Some envi- session, said Debbie Hast- = o- . o
* ronmental g""'up"-md INES. llk‘ gl'(?up‘\\'l-l..‘t' presi- Vi efectve 510 17 steect o svadahdty Yield and maret value ™My Ruchusie 4 5040 nor 10 Matuty and e Ao yOu TECBRE TOM Te Sale
only) landowners fear fracking v dent for environmental S roirats e e et of G o GOS0 S0 T St 20 Mo GRS e iy S S S 0 Ay i T
d in Forbes causing waler contaming- altairs. rm'wuuo—-mh;mumm“;t ;Jmm"un*:rqr- “:u- |
} as ‘ollows uon. The IMUHU'} INSISIS Ot S Dnllers are reluctant to Some of The avasdable Ssues of DONOs are callalie ~ontact your ocel Edwara sones
MM" \J‘c rt'\fu.l Ill] mmh Inflm'l‘l.dlhlﬂ ‘rancul adveecr 'or more rdormahon aDOWT MEhurty Jales 47C ADORCAtEe _af DT vReorS
ugar Lang- Texas Rep. James Ketter.  about the chemical content To invest in tax-free bonds, call or vid‘l your local financial advisor today.
:'l" O the Republican energy com-  of their process because 4
50 2 Cor- ,
g The Quilting Patch BERNINA®
empie-F! 3323 N Mudland Dr_#110 | A full service quilt shop offering more \ l'
LA ‘Mdland Dr and Wadlev: | ;. bolbe b il caiheay 2o ~—— - hastes b fal
\idland TX 970" than 4000 bolts of fabnc. quiiting an Cheryl £. Werner Tom Ml L 4
: 432-262'6616 sewing supphes along with fnendly expert STISW Wadley, Ste 8 2602 W Kansas 2602 W_Kansas 3211 W. Wadley 4801 N Midiand Dr . Ste D
Wkotkun 2011 - adiice 520-7232 522-1920
DS b % P
s ion
ath and . / /
) Chelgren s .
Jenkins - . ——
Jewelr} & Luggagc 901 W indiana, Ste B 2200W Wadley, Ste 19 210TN Madland Dr 2A  4519N Garfeld Ste 12 3209 Courtyard Dr Ste |
en program 682-0453 6893939 687 1487 699-2303
en and 3115 W. Loop 250 North
s "ﬂf‘ﬂl!”flf’ﬂ‘nﬁfu
rou tame “FINE FURNISHINGS 432-699-5166 sl
or Chedren
are
am 2420 W ILLINOIS AVE . MIDLAND (OLD TOWN MIDLAND) y TS WM M Pr T Pm d
330801950 + TUES, <SAT 103 xS L0 operty lax test an
. Appeal Procedures
:ﬂ}.ﬂi?ﬂ The law pves property owmens the nght 10 protest actons conueneng ther prop- In coran prosets where the owner has submutied an sdependent apprassal before
ICO ety L apprassals. You muy follow thewe appead provedures of vou have a concem the heanng, the cheel apprauser has the bunden of pnoving the propenty s valee
Wak Mho- abwat by clear and convincing evadence. You can get a copy of a protest form from the
apprasal distna office o
Inot Ok, |- . * the market or apprassed v alue of vou progany
0'SCR mpm " :": “ ¢ the uncqual spprassal of vour propert) (fmaev? adidress
er. Garden the mclusion of your property o the apprassal roll Midiand Central Appraisal District
_ __ * . ovemphions that muany apph 1o v
088 Mid- ‘/‘;'\_:"‘ | * the qualiicason for an agncultural or tinber apprasal 4631 Nﬂfm Hwy PO w m _
B - | *  the xable status of vour propern .
L)/ R _' * the local governments winch should be taning \osy propert) Midiand, Texas mez S (m)w‘l._ .
hes - | ihe owmersing of property |
R AL o the change of wse of land recerving speadl appracd Mt-YmMTﬂmmMBWMdhh‘q The law
* amy achon taken by the chuel appruser apprasal distnd or apprasal review requares ARB members © sign an affidavit saying that they haven 't alked sbowt
USA board that applies ® and advensely affects vou your case before the ARB hean 2.
$3 964 Review by the District Court or an Arbirater or SOAH
$3.958 After  decides your case. the ARB nusnt semd you 3 capy-of s order by cenified
$3 785 mail_ If you're not sstisfied with the decsuon. you have the right © appeal. If you
52 899 choose © go 10 coun. you must stan the process by filing a petition withes 60 days
of te Jase you recerve the ARB ‘s onder. la cortam cases. as an allerastive © filing
sPrces.com

an appeal m dastnct count . you may fike ot Later than the 35h dary after you recerve
notxce of the ARB ander. a request for inading srbstration with the connty appraisal
danct e conam cases ongwating m cortam cOunties. & an alcruative 0 filing
an appeal i district cowrt. you may appeal © the Stse Office of Administrative
Hearmgs (SOAH). An appeal © SOAH & wstiated by. not later than the 30t duy
alter you receive aotice of the ARB's order. filing with the chief appraiser of the
county apprassal distnct a notice of appeal with the applicable filing fee

Tax Payment
You must pay esther the amount of taxes due on the poreon of the taasbie value not
® dnpute or the amount of axes due on the property uader the order ffrom whach

MT“M

You can abo et 3 pamphict dew rhang how W prepare a priest from the apprassal
Box 13528, Austin, Texas 78711-3528.
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Obama’s immigration plan is all about re-election, no

@ The El Paso tnp demonstrates
the president’s political style, and
shows the ‘Tucson truce’ 1s over.

“I'm gowng to do my part to lead a con-
structive and civil debate on these 1ssues.”

—— Barack Obama. speech on immi-
gration, El Paso, Texas, May 10

Cumimlctwc and civil debate — like the

one Obama minated just four weeks

- ago on deficit reduction? The speech

in which he accused the Republicans of aban-

doning ftamihes ot autistic and Down syn-

drome kids” The debate in which Obama s

secretary ol health and human services said

the Republican plan would make old tolks
“die sooner !

In this same spint of comity and mutual
respect. Obama’s most recent inv itation 1o
civil discourse — on unmigration —
came just || minutes after he accused
opponents of moving the goal posts on
border entorcement. “Maybe they 'l need
a moat.” he said sarcasucally. “Maybe
thev want alhigators in the moat.”

Nice touch. Looks hke the Tucson
truce — no demonization. no cross-hairs
mesaphors — s othicially over. Atter
all. the Republicans want to kill oftf the
elderly. throw the disabled in the snow
and watch alhigators lunch on illegal
mimigrants

s ————

CHARLES
KRAUTHAMMER

Washungton Post Writers Growp

The El Paso speech 1s notable not for
breaking any new ground on immigratnion.
but for perfectly illustrating Obama's
political style: the protessonal. almost
therapeutic. invitation to cwil discourse.
wrapped around the basest of rhetoncal
devices — charges of malice compounded
with accusations of bad faith. “They 'l
never be satistied.” said Obama about bor-
der control. “And | understand that. That's
politics.”

How understanding. The other side
plays “politics.” Obama acts in the public
interest. Thewr eyes are on poll numbers.
pohtical power. the next election: Oba-
ma’s rest fixedly on the hittle children.

This impugning of motives 1s an Obama
constant. “They ™ play politics with deficit
reduction. with government shutdowns.
with health care. And now immigration. It
is ronic that such a charge should be
made 1n a speech that 1s nothing bur pohi-
tiws. There is zero chance of any immugra-
nop legislation passing Congress in the

next two years. El Paso was simply an
attempt to gin up the Hispanic volte as pan
of an openly political two-city. three-event
campaign swing m preparation for 2012,

Accordingly. the El Paso speech fea-
tured two other staples: the breathtaking
invention and the statistical sleight ol
hand.

“The (border) fence 1s now basically
complete.” asserted the president. Com-
plete”? There are now 350 miles of pedes-
tnan fencing along the Mexican border.
The border 1s 1.954 mules long. That's |8
percent. And only one-tenth of that I8
percent 1s the double and tnple fencipg
that has proved so remarkably cHiectide n.
for example. the Yuma sector. Another
299 mules — 15 percent — are vehwele
barners that pedestrians can walk nght
through
"~ Obama then boasted that on his watch
3] percent more drugs have been serzed.
6 percent more weapons — proot ot how
he has secured the border. And tor more
prool: Apprehension of illegal immgrants
v down 40 percent. Down? Indeed. says
Obama. this means that tewer people are
Irving to cross the border.

Interesting logic. Seizures of drugs and
guns go up — proof of eftectine border
control. Serzures of people go down
vet more proot of effective border control.
L p or down. it matters not. Whatever the
numbers. Obama vindicates himselt

Dave Wedel
Publisher

Mary Dearen

Managing Editor

Terry Williamson
hdll’nrluf Writer

t legislation

You can believe this flimtlam or you
can behieve the nonpartisan Government
Accountability Office. The GAQ repe wted
in February that less than halt the border
1s under “operational control”™ of the gov
ernment. Which undermines the enlire
premise of Obama s charge that. because
the border is effectively secure. “Republi-
cans who said they supported broader
reform as long as we got senous about
enforcement’” didn’t really mean it

I count My selt among those who really
do mean it. 1 have hittle doubt that most
Amencans would be guite wilhing to regu
lanze and legahize the current milhons ol
dlegal immugrants if they were comvinced
that this was the last such cohort, as evi-
denced by, sav. a GAO finding that the
border 1s under tull operational control

and certification to the same etfect by the
governors of the tour southern border

states

Amerncans are a generous people. U pon
receipt of objectinve and rehable evidence
that the border is secure —- not Obama
infimtely manipulable interdiction statis
tics — the question would be wettled and
the immagrants legahzed.

Why doesn’t Obama put such a provi-
aon in comprehensive immigration legis
laton’ Because for Obama. immigration
retorm 1s not about legislaton: 1ts aboul
re-clection. It 1 may quote the president: |
understand that. That's pohinies

OUR VIEW
Congratulations to Midland’s

National Merit Scholarship winners

Laurcls |
Frr the MISD Educational Foundation: The toundation 1~ bring-

ing the populas band Sty to Midland for a tundraser. We cred-
it the organization tor being there when students and teachers

need them most. Educanonal Foundation official Jami Owen sand thas
event will help get needed tunds tor items not covered by a ughter
budget That may become the norm these days with toundations and
booster clubs lending o helping hand more often than they dad in the
past

@ For the aitizens of Midland: W hen it comes to water use. Mid-
landers are showing they get the message about consenation. The
Colorado River Mumicipal Water District reponted Madlanders.
businesses and local entities used an average of 22.6 milhon gal-
lons 4 day last week [hat was down trom 23 milhon a day the
week betore. The CRMWD has placed a per-day imut of 24,76
milhon gallons of water because ot low lake levels. The City Coun-
cil also desen es credit tor heeping water restnctions voluntany .

® For the Midland Chnistian Imagine campaign: Dunng the gom-
mumity conversation about the closing of Culver Street last v éar.
there were some who believed the school mught have difficulty rans-
ing the tbype of money to build 4 new jJumor/senmior high buillding
Campaign otticials reported rasing more than 524 mulhon. We
appreciate that voluntany imvestment in local education

B For Vijah Agusala of Tnmity School. The Odessan jomed Todd
Hagist of Madland High as students attending Mhidland ~schools that
walked away with o 52500 scholarship trom the National Ment
Scholarship Corp As we wrote last week. this s a big accomphish-
ment. There were 25300 NMent Scholar designees trom across the
nation selected We say congratulations to both Hagist and
Agusala

® For the Midland Chrstian boss track team: Depth helped
coach Chns McKinney ~ Mustangs win the TAPPS 4A State Track
& Field Championships by an impressine 29 points. It was Midland
Chnstian ~ second track ttle in the last tour years

® For Mudland College s men s basketball coach Ross Hodge
While we were disappointed 1o hear Hodge s leaving our commu
NIV, W approciale W hat he did in his two vears dal MO xﬁ'tlﬁl.d“}
his 63-7 record and the runner-up iinish NJCAA toumament. Good
luck at Southern \lluiﬂippl. coach

Obama disappoints during trip to Texas

Arrow

@ For Barack Obama It was mice of the president to mahke his
way 1o Texas. pich up 4 pair of campaign checks, ndicule Repubh
cans for not getting anvthing done on the immugration tront and
thumb his nose at our state when it came to wildtire rehet

For many here it appears the president has put a bull’s eyve on
Texas I.HL'.IH}_ we know the tederal covermnment appears o be wall-
ing to shut down an industry in West Texas and Southeast New
Mexaco tor the sahe of a 3-inch hzard

We get it The president doesn't care tor big-talking Repubhicans.
and ves in lexas, there are a tew But. President Obama. how much
do vou really care’

W hat 1~ your plan to help protect Amenicans from the violence
tahing place nght across the border in Mevco!

W hat 1~ vour plan for immagration ' The Associated Press was
among the new s sources reporting this week that vou don't have a
plan and are not calling tor a date tor Congress to send you a bill

W hy st that Republicans are at tault when it comes 10 immgra-
tion’ The previous Congress did nothing tor two vears when it
came to immigration reform. And to this point it hasn't been a high
prionty for Your administration. - :

We expect a different political sty le trom vou. Mr. President. We
expect you to work with Republicans to make something happen
on immigration. and throwing firebombs at the GOP — especially
while the leadership in your party has been missing 1in action —
won t help the process. -

And for those expecting 1o see a White House plan before 2012.
we say don’t hold your breath. The president’s visit to Texas was
about re-election. According to the Austin American-Statesman, his
visit may have pocketed $2 milhon for his campaign and the Dem-
ocratic National Commutiee.

All we got in retum was words to a Hispanic community he's
counting on for his re-election bid. Just words. that's it.

Ll
L&

Obstacles abound for Sanchez’s Senate campaign

® There are plenty of questions about
how well a long. expensive campaign will
treat the former three-star general.

unning a retired Army general for the US. Sen-
ate probably seems to some Democrats hike a

great wdea. at least on paper

But vo did running a wealthy Hispanic business-
man for governor in 2002, or rupning a young leg-
islator tresh oft nulitary service tor Senate in
200X, or runming the popular tormer mayor of
Houston tor governor in 2010

[hose guys lony Sanchez. Rick Nonega and
Bill White — all lost. Badly

And soat s appropnate 1o view skeptically
Wednesday s announcement from retired Lt. Gen.
Ricardo tor Ric. as his announcement put it)
Sanches that he had hiled paperwork to run nexit

year for the seat now held by the retinng Kay Bai-

ley Hutchison.

Perhaps Sanchez. who grew up in South Texas
and hves 1in San Antonio. will boost tumout 1n the
Hispanic commumity. which Democrats need to
excite if they re gomng to break their 15-year los-
ing streak in statewide elections. And as a three-
star general. he should have plenty of credibility
on 1ssues of national secunty

“I've spent my entire career serving our coun-
try.” Sanchez said in a statement Wednesday. |
can think of no better way to continue my record
of public service than to represent Texas in the
Senate.”

But a number of guestions surround Sanchez,
whose campaign staft dechined to make him avail-
able for an interview

The first question is how much the Abu Ghraib
prison-abuse scandal will hurt his candidacy.
Sanchez. who oversaw coalition forces in Irag
before retiring in the wake of the scandal. was
cleared of responsibility for Abu Ghraib 1n an
Army report.

But Republicans will make sure Texans know
about the harsh cnticism Sanchez took at the ime
from some of the same Democrats he now hopes
to join in the Senate.

JASON
EMBRY

Cirh Se'm SNy

There are larger guestions about the transition to
hife as a candidate. and we won't know the answer
to those for some time. |

The first 1s whether he can raise the money to
compete. Washington Democrats have shown
some enthusiasm about Sanchez's prospects. but
their money could be stretched thin. Aside trom
helping President Barack Obama try 1o win re-
election. Democrats will have to defend the Senate
seats they picked up in 2006, when Republican
incumbents lost in states such as Ohio. Montana
and Missoun.

Also. we don't know how Sanchez will respond
to the gnnd of the campaign trail. Obviously. a
man who became a three-star general in the Army
can handle flying around the state every day. But
will he enjoy 1it” Will he enjoy talking to small
groups of voters. trying to stay on message,
answernng repeated questions about Abu Ghraib
and taking advice for campaign professionals’
And will voters respond to him”?

No matter how well Sanchez does on the stump.
just the fact that he 1s a Democrat will put him a
a disadvantage in the campaign. Perhaps his best
hope 1s that Republicans nominate someone
they re not supposed to nominate — a wild card
such as Chnistine O’ Donnell in Delaware or Shar-
ron Angle 1in Nevada.

But that doesn’t seem likely 10 happen. Most, if
not all. of the Republicans currently running
would begin the race as the favorite.

Washington Democrats seem optimistic about a
Sanchez candidacy. and maybe they'll be proved
right. But one can forgive Texas Democrats for
being skeptical.
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WASHINGTON
Reluctant to see another
shake-up 1in his national
security team. President
Barack Obama sad Thurs-
day he wants to suck with
FBI Director Robert
Mueller. the sturdy face of
the burecau whose term has
spanned from the Sept. |1
attacks on Amenica to the
killing of terronst leader
Osama bin Laden. Key
lawmakers indicated sup-
port for Obama’s surprise
decision.

Keeping Mueller on the
job would require an act of
Congress because the law
allows an FBI director to

serve only for 10 years.

and Mueller’s term 1s up
on Sept. 4. Obama said he

_wvants Mueller to remain

for two more years, which
would keep him n place
well after the next presi-
dential election. into Sep-
tember 201 3.

Mueller 1s the longest-
serving FBI chief since J.
Edgar Hoover. whose
checkered 48-year term
ended with his death 1n
1972 and led Congress to
put the term limut 1n place

Obama said the rare
exemption for Mueller
was needed for continu-
ity and “for the sake of
our ndtion s safety and
secunty.

Obama already 1s 1n the
midst of a reshuffling of
his national security lead-
ership, shifting CIA Direc-
tor Leen Panetta to be Pen-
tagon chief and Gen. David
Petracus to head up the spy
agency. The changes await
Senate confirmation at a

time of renewed worldwide.

attention to the threat of
terrorism.
In a sign of Mueller's

Learn how to get FREE

experimental long-hife
heanng aid batienes.
Sizes 10.13.312. & 675

Call (888) 691-0431

President talks immigration at Hispanic event
Associated Press
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tagon exposed vulnerabili-
ties, and the FBI missed a
number of clues that might
have averted the attacks.
Betore Y/11. the FBI also
came under fire for other
messes. including one of
its own, FBI agent Robert
Hanssen. spying for
Moscow for two decades.
The plan to keep Mueller
on isn’t tied to the U S.
raid in Pakistan that led to
the killing of bin Laden,
the al-Qaida leader behind
the Sept. 11 attacks, or to
any threat of retalhiation
against the United States as

respected standing in both
parties, lawmakers seem
poised to allow him to stay
atop the FBI.

Mueller 1s known for
transforming a cnme-fight-
Ing agency into the front
line of defense against ter-
ronism. Mueller was
appointed by Republican
President George W. Bush
and began just a week
before the Sept. 11. 2001,
terronst attacks. Obama
said he has turmed the FBI
Into a “pre-eminent coun-
lerterronsm agency.

It wasn't that way when
he began. The carnage a a result of that mission,
decade ago at the World administration officials
Trade Center and the Pen- said.

The Quilting Patch BERNINA®

3323 N Midiand Dr. #110 | J¢'s time for A-May-zing Bernina Savings!

‘Midland Dr and Wadley' May 12 - 25, 2011
Midland. TX 79707 Get Started

432-262-6616 Purchase the new BERNINA 215 for only
, \@T ‘699.00, save *400 over MSRP"

LET ALLDREDGE GARDENS TAKE CARE OF YOUR

* Mowing Edging And Trimming
¢ Tree And Shrub Maintenance

* Bed Work

¢ lrrigation And Sprinkler Systems
* Weed And Feed Programs

2-682-4500

.

- 3 S L

r‘l‘l 'I‘.

AN

THE DEFIMSITI

Downtown Midland’s
Centennial Plaza

Gates and food vendors

Bring your blanket. lawn chair & enjoy

the E-;#L]Et_“: greatest hits!

Friday, May 13 FREE Concert
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ty of Midland Parks & Recreation, 2701 W thizabeth
Peyton's Bikes at<4/12 N. Midkift
On hne at www AphasiaWTx org

1st 100 in each category receive a free T-shirt

SK Aphasia Run, 8 a.m.$20
Runners of all levels invited.

Aphasia Walk ‘n Roll, 10 a.m. $20
Strollers, wheelchairs, fast or slow, all are welcome!

M&WL EASY FEEL&N(: DESPERAD u

Aphasia Cycie Events 525

11 a.m./B Class, 11:35 C Cruiser Class, Noon/A Class
B Class 30-minute, C Class 20-minute or A Class 40-minute.
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