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Bloom: Some polling places will
change hefore November election

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

Many area voters may be casting
their ballots at new locations when
the November election rolls around,
as Howard County Election Admin-
istrator Saundra Bloom submitted
a number of proposed changes to
county commissioners this week.

“We have some issues with some
of the polling places that have aris-

Bloom

] en,” said Bloom. “The
Northside Fire Station
has been a problem, and
my No. 1 concern is it’s
exposed to the elements
and we’ve had to make
W repairs to some of our
! machines. I don’t know

that the repairs can be

directly attributed to
that, but it’s something we need to

is open.

be aware of. During the primaries
we had a major sand storm, and it
worries me, having those machines
inthefire station’s truck bay, which

“We’ve also had complaints there
isn’t enough parking around the
fire station, and even though the
polling place can be there, the ac-

See POLLS, Page 3A

HERALD photo/Alex Newsom
Two classes of 18 schoo-age and pre-K students from the New Hope Christian School tour the Heritage
Museum this week.

Commissioner
wants to mull
'assistance tax'

But whether Howard County
qualifies for the special,
voter-approved levy is unclear

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

At least one Howard
County commissioner
would like to see voters
consider implementing a
county assistance tax in
hopes of alleviating lean fi-
nancial times for the local
government.

Commissioner Gary Sim-
er presented the idea to
the commissioners court
this week, saying Howard
County may be eligible for
the measure, which would
have to be approved by the
voters first.

“This is a sales tax we
can add on — actually, all
of the vendors add it on —
that’s half of 1 percent,”
said Simer. “It would have
to be voted on. We could
put it on this year’s ballot
and have it voted on by
the public. It would effect
all of the areas that aren’t
maxed out, which the city
of Big Spring is maxed on
its taxes. So, everything
outside the (Big Spring)
city limits would have that
half-percent sales tax on
it.

“We would have to have
it done by Aug. 20, I be-
lieve,” he added. “There
are some things we would
have to do before then.”

“This is a
sales tax | _
we can add |
on — actu- |\
ally, all of
the ven-
dors add it
on — that's half of 1
percent."

Simer

Commissioner Jerry
Kilgore questioned the
county’s ability to levy the
tax in surrounding cities,
such as Forsan and Coa-
homa.

“According to what I'm
reading here, a municipal-
ity may exclude a terri-
tory of the municipality by
sending notice by certified
mail to the court,” said
Kilgore. “In other words,
Coahoma could (exclude
themselves), and they’re
not maxed out, and so
could Forsan, which isn’t
maxed out either. So they
could be excluded from the
tax?”

Simer said the entire ba-
sis for exclusion is based
on the city’s tax rate.

“No, they can’t be ex-

See TAX, Page 3A

Mid-Summer Festival to begin Friday at St. Thomas Church

Herald Staff Report

Holy Trinity Catholic
Parish will hold its Mid-
Summer Festival Friday
and Saturday at St. Thom-
as Catholic Church.

The kitchen inside the

parish hall will open each
day at 11 a.m. and serve
enchilada plates, gordita
plates and guizo plates,
drinks and desserts. Later,
about 6:30 p.m., food out-
door food booths will begin
serving brisket burritos,

hamburgers, turkey legs,
corn on the cob, Frito pie,
drinks and snow cones.
Also at 6:30 p.m. both
days, game booths will
open. Activities include
the Wheel of Fortune, Ring
the Bottle, the Prize Walk,

Duck Pond, Cake Walk,
Baseball, Canes, Cascaro-
nes and train rides.

Bingo will be held inside
the parish hall each eve-
ning from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Friday night, Grupo Si-
erra will perform. DJ Rigo

Moran will host Saturday
night’s musical selections.

Another activity will be
a washer tournament, set
for 2:30 p.m. Saturday on
the church grounds. Con-
testants need to register
by 1 p.m.

For more information
about the festival, contact
the parish office at (432)
714-4930.

St. Thomas Catholic
Church is located at N.W.
Sixth and N. Main.
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Big Spring State Hospital
volunteers’ resale shop The
Chalet will have new hours
beginning Monday. They will
be open from noon to 3 p.m.
Monday through Friday and
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day.

The volunteers hope that
this will make it easier for

=y everyone to shop
and drop off do-
nations during
the lunch hour.
The Chalet is
| located at 115 E.
Second St. It ac-
cepts donations of
good used cloth-
ing, furniture and
household items.
Please bring only good use-
able items.

4
Christie-
Morgan

“It is amazing the treasures
to be found while shopping
at the resale shop,” said Bil-
lie Christie-Morgan, director
of community relations for
the state hospital. “You may
be surprised when you have
to wait to be checked out or
find a parking place in down-
town Big Spring, but it is well
worth the wait. A large dona-
tion of really nice childrens’
items is expected in the store

in the next few days. Stop by
and see what’s new.

“Watch for remodeling on
the inside and outside to be
done in the near future.”

This resale shop is complete-
ly operated by donations and
volunteers and the funds that
are genereated benefit the pa-
tients at Big Spring State Hos-
pital.

See CHALET, Page 3A
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Hamilton's
testimony

Slugger using growing
platform to tell his story

By SCHUYLER DIXON
Associated Press Writer

ARLINGTON — In two
weeks, Texas Rangers out-
fielder Josh Hamilton
turned Yankee Stadium
taunts of “Josh smokes
crack” into awe-struck
cries of “Ham-il-ton.”

The former No. 1 pick
with the remarkable story
of recovery from drug
addiction did it with a daz-
zling display of power dur-
ing the All-Star Home Run
Derby. He lapped the field
nearly four times in the
first round with a record
28 homers Monday night.

Long ©before hitting
500-foot exhibition blasts
or taking 95 RBIs into the
All-Star break, Hamilton
had just this sort of con-
version in mind. He was
prepared to tell his story
— frequently, without
growing weary of the ques-

tions — when he emerged
from a three-year fog of
drug and alcohol abuse.

It was one of the first
things he and general man-
ager Jon Daniels talked
about a few days before
last Christmas, when the
Rangers were completing
a trade with Cincinnati.

“He said, ‘Hey, I get it. I
know the better I do and
the better the team does,
the bigger platform I'm
going to have to deliver
the message,”” Daniels
said.

The message: God spared
him from self-destruction
and gave him a second
chance to prove that the
Tampa Bay Rays weren’t
crazy when they gave a
high school kid a record
signing bonus of more
than $3.5 million in 1999.

See HAMILTON, Page 2B

Causing a little Khaos
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Courtesy photo
Khaos, the 8 & under all-star softball team representing the Big Spring Girls Softball Association, played a total of eight
games last weekend in a tournament in San Angelo. The team finished third out of 22 teams in its division. Khaos is
from left (players only): Hunter Seymore, Adrianna Rodriguez, Serenity Garcia, Cierra Martinez, Raegan Deel, Ashley
Gonzalez, Destiny Mata, Alexis Gaitan, Veronica Chavarria, Bree Franklin, Ysabel Soliz and Kendall Phillips. Also pic-
tured is Coach Michael Mata (standing left), Manager Jolene Deel (kneeling left center), Coach Johnny Deleon (kneeling
right center) and Coach J.D. Gonzalez (standing right).

The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — The
Green Bay Packers have
filed tampering charges

And the drama continues...

Packers file tampering charges against Vikings,
Favre's agent says next move is Green Bay's

tially headed back to an
even chillier reception
than the below-zero condi-
tions in his last game at

league already has
reviewed evidence provid-
ed by the Packers, and
team officials believe a

AP photo/Kevork Djansezian
NFL athlete Brett Favre accepts an award for record breaker at the ESPYs Awards on
Wednesday in Los Angeles. Favre made joking comments about his showdown with the

against the Minnesota
Vikings alleging the team
made inappropriate con-
tact with Brett Favre, a
person familiar with the
Packers’ complaint told
The Associated Press
Wednesday night.

The person, who request-
ed anonymity because of
the sensitivity of the sub-
ject, said Packers officials
have expressed their belief
that interest from the
Vikings was driving
Favre’s sudden change of
heart about playing foot-
ball in 2008.

“They feel like Favre had
something (in place), and
that’s why he was so anx-
ious to get his release all of
a sudden,” the person
said.

The tampering charges
were first reported by

league examination of tele-
phone records would indi-
cate more than “normal
contact” between Favre
and Vikings offensive
coordinator Darrell Bevell,
a former Green Bay assis-
tant. According to the per-
son, Packers officials also
believe the contact began
before Favre and his agent,
Bus Cook, formally asked
the Packers to release
him.

NFL spokesman Greg
Aijello said the league had
no comment on the report.
Cook did not return a tele-
phone message left by The
Associated Press earlier
Wednesday.

The tampering charges
added a new twist to the
Favre saga, which seemed
to be over when Favre
retired in early March but

Lambeau Field when he
makes a scheduled appear-
ance at the Packers’ Hall
of Fame banquet this
weekend, the next step in
the iconic quarterback’s
plan to maneuver his way
out of Green Bay is
unclear.

Cook told ESPN on
Wednesday that he and
Favre have “no definite
plans to ask for reinstate-
ment” and it was up to the
Packers to decide what to
do next.

“It’s their move,” Cook
said.

Favre currently is on the
Packers’ reserve/retired
list. To be reinstated,
Favre must write a letter
to NFL commissioner
Roger Goodell. Once that
request is approved — a
step considered a formali-

Green Bay Packers' front office such as "seeing that makes me want to play again" after
seeing a highlight reel of his play from last season. He closed his speech with "we'll see
what happens."

Foxsports.com  earlier
Wednesday.
The person said the

now has been sizzling for
several weeks.
Now, with Favre poten-

ty — the Packers would

See FAVRE, Page 2B

Sports in brief

Steer football season

ticket sales to begin

Big Spring High School 2008 football season tickets go
on sale July 28 at the Athletic Training Center.

Only people who have previously owned season tick-
ets are able to buy from July 28-Aug. 7.

Sales for the general public begin Aug. 11 and end
Aug. 22.

Tickets can be bought Monday through Thursday
between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. at the ATC.

Call Kay Cook at 264-3662 with any questions.

City of Big Spring Tennis
Camp starts Monday

Big Spring tennis pro Ted Olesen and Big Spring
Junior High coach Jason Fisher are hosting a second
City of Big Spring Tennis Camp Monday through
Thursday at Comanche Trail Park's Figure 7 Tennis
Center.

Cost is $100 and includes a lunch each day.

The camp is for all ages and ability levels and is held
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day. Participants do not have
to take the full week of camp.

For more information, visit www.bigspringtennis.
com.

Big Spring Boxing Club taking
sign-ups, donations and volunteers

The Big Spring Boxing Club has opened its doors and
continues to take sign-ups for any male or female from
ages 9-26.

Those interested can register for the club's training
services from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday
at Morgan Park on the north side of town. There is no
cost for the training.

Also needed is anyone willing to volunteer time as a
trainer, conditioner or as a sparring partner.

Some equipment dontations are also needed. Anyone
with questions or wanting to volunteer or donate can
call Lee at 816-7995 or Willie at 935-0273.

UIL-required physicals
due for some athletes

UIL requires all incoming seventh, ninth and 11th
grade athletes to have a physical before they are allowed
to participate in any sport.

This includes practices and games. All local athletic
departments are encouraging athletes and their parents
headed into the grades listed above to make an appoint-
ment with their doctor and get this physical before the
start of the school year.

Football and volleyball players would want to get this

taken care of before the start of two-a-days.
Contact your school's athletic department with any
questions.

Rose Magers-Powell

volleyball camp scheduled

Big Spring native and former Olympian Rose Magers-
Powell will hold a volleyball camp from July 28-30 at Big
Spring Junior High.

The camp will be held from 9 a.m. until noon all three
days.

Cost is $125 per camper.

For more information, visit www.gotrosevolleyball-
camps.com.

Ivie hunting permit

applications now accepted

Applications for public hunting permits on the O.H.
Ivie Reservoir Wildlife Management Areas will be
accepted by mail only beginning Monday and ending
Aug. 15 at the reservoir field office.

Permits are limited and requests for information and
application packets should be made by calling the
Colorado River Municipal Water District at 267-6341 or
by writing to: CRMWD, P.O. Box 869, Big Spring 79721.
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* Obituaries

Patricia ‘Patty’ Rothenbucher

Patricia “Patty” Rothenbucher, 62, of
Big Spring died Sunday, July 13, 2008,
in an Odessa hospital. Funeral services
will be held at 2 p.m. Friday, July 18,
2008, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rose-
wood Chapel. Additional services will
be held at a later date in Salem, Ore. The
family will receive friends Thursday
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Nalley-Pickle &
‘ Welch Funeral Home in Big Spring.

She was born Oct. 3, 1945, in Tulsa,
Okla., and married Calvin Belvin June
14, 1990, in Salem, Ore.

Patty was a certified nurses assistant for more than 25
years at several nursing homes.

Survivors include her husband, Calvin Belvin of Big
Spring; three sons, Troy Ingram of Sheridan, Ore., Tony
Ingram of McMinnville, Ore., and Arthur Belvin of Mi-
not, N.D.; two daughters, Willie Ingram of Seaside, Ore.,
and Tracy Ingram of Salem, Ore.; four sisters, Mary of
Redding, Calif., JoAnn of Spokane, Wash., Sandra of
Sheridan, Ore., and Pam of Dallas, Ore.; four brothers,
Clyde of Coeur D’Alene, Idaho, Tom of Spokane, Wash.,
Larry, and Steve both of Sheridan, Ore.; 10 grandchil-
dren; and six great grandchildren.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. On-
line condolences can be made at www.npwelch.com

Leo Calvin Bouchereau Jr.

Leo Calvin Bouchereau Jr., 51, of Big
Spring died Thursday, July 10, 2008, at
his residence. Graveside services will
be at 1 p.m. Friday at Mt. Olive Memo-
rial Park.

He was born Aug. 17, 1956, in New Or-
leans, La., to Joyce and Leo Bouchereau
Sr. He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy, a
carpenter, and a Catholic.

He is survived by two sons, Leo
Bouchereau III of Florida and William
Michael Bouchereau of Big Spring; three daughters,
Shannon Bouchereau of Georgia, and Robin Grisby
and Stephanie Brown, both of Louisiana; one brother,
Sean Bouchereau of Big Spring; and two sisters, Brenda
Bouchereau of Mississippi, and Linda Bouchereau of
Louisiana.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by
his wife Darlene and one son, Keith Michael Brown.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Paul Lee Thomas Jr.

Paul Lee Thomas Jr., formerly of Big Spring, died July
6, 2008, at his home in Spring Valley Lake, Calif.

Memorial services were held Tuesday, July 15, 2008,
at Hall Memorial Chapel in Victorville, Calif., with the
Rev. James E. Markham officiating.

Paul was born Nov. 6, 1946, in Big Spring to Corine
and Paul Lee Thomas Sr. He attended Big Spring High
School where he received basketball scholarships to
Howard Payne University in Brownwood and Hobbs Ju-
nior College in Hobbs, N.M. After he completed college,
he moved to Dallas and worked for Santa Fe Railroad.
He later transferred to San Bernardino, Calif., Barstow
and Hesperia. In 1994, he married Marie Kennedy and
in 1995 joined Emmanuel Temple CME Church of Vic-
torville.

Survivors include his wife, Marie, of Spring Valley
Lake; three sisters, Tena McCoy and Bertie Hawkins of
Big Spring and Shirley Agumon of Fort Worth; a sister-
in-law, Bettye Davis of Victorville; and numerous nieces
and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents and three sis-
ters, Pauline Chapman, Jurline Lawson and Hurline
Bogany.

Support Groups

THURSDAY

e Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY

¢ AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.
at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m. until
9 p.m.

SATURDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers meeting
615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday night, no
smoking meeting the last Saturday of each month at 8
p.m.

Jones Valley Band RC Entertianment
Friday, July 18 Saturday, July 19
8 p.m. 9p.m.

Come have some fun at
INR Sports Bar

1310 W. 4th « 432-935-6776

12506

ATWOOD
HATS

“The Hat That Cowboys
Wear”

Available at

Howard County Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd « 267-6411

10711

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 a.m.
today:

« ROCKY ROBLES YANEZ, 26, of 107 NE Ninth Street,
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of possession of
marijuana - two ounces or less.

« ROBERT RUBEN SANCHEZ, 44, of 429 Westover
Road, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of public
intoxication.

« ANTHONY THOMAS MCGRUDER, 37, of 100
Lockhart Apt A, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of
unauthorized use of a motor vehicle.

« OBSAINRENE VELASQUEZ-ALVEREZ, 25, of
Bridgeport, was arrested Saturday on charges of no
driver’s license and running a stop sign.

« CODY WINGO, 19, of 1109 Lancaster, was arrested
Saturday on a charge of possession of marijuana — less
than two ounces, two local warrants and five capias
warrants.

The Big Spring Police Department was unable to pro-
vide a media report.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail report-
ed having 62 inmates at the time of this report.

*YVETTE YVONE SOLIZ, 22, was arrested Wednesday
by the HCSO on a motion to revoke parole for credit
card/debit card abuse.

« JANA ELIZABETH MCMILLAN, 26, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on charges of fraudulent pos-
session of a controlled substance.

*« CODY ALAN WINGO, 19, was transferred Wednesday
by the BSPD on a charge of possession of marijuana —
two ounces or less.

e JUAN MIGUEL BERMEA, 44, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of driving while
intoxicated - second offense.

« THEODORE E. RIOS, 38, was arrested Wednesday by
the HCSO on a charge of failure to appear.

« LEN KELLY LONG, 38, was arrested Wednesday by
the HCSO on a motion to revoke parole.

« BOBBY PHILLIP MASTERS, 46, was arrested
Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxica-

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

* MEDICAL wasreported in the 1600 block of Lancaster.
One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of College.
Service refused.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of W.
Highway 80. One person was transported to SMMC.

Take Note

e American Legion Post 506 will be holding a fish-fry
Saturday. Deliveries will be made from 11 a.m. until 1
p.m. and serving will be from noon until 3 p.m. at the
post, located at 3203 W. Highway 80. Plates are $10 each.
A plant/cake walk will also be held. For more informa-
tion or to arrange a delivery, call 263-2084.

* Evening with Muses will be held from 7 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. Monday at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 1001
Goliad. This event will feature the local talents of J.
Money, T. Grantham, K. Pike and S. Billingsley who
will feature their needle work creations. Also during
the evening, selected pieces of native American music
will be played and various works of American literature
from the Colonial Period will be read.

e All completed cross stitched quilt blocks for the
Howard County Fair quilt need to be turned in to
Geraldine Posey at Posey Cotton, corner of Scurry and
Fifth streets, no later than Tuesday, July 22.

* BSHS Class of 1978 30-year reunion is Sept. 12-13.
Contact Kent Rice at 870-918-5875 or kent rice@mur-
phyoilcorp.com

* A medical expense account has been established at
Cosden Federal Credit Union for Kody Jackson, who
was recently disgnosed with lymphoma in his right
knee. He has no medical insurance and must start che-
motherapy and radiation treatment as soon as possible.
Kody is the son of Susan and Johnny Jackson. For more
information, contact Cosden FCU at 264-2600.
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Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

e Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the RSVP office at 501 Runnels.

e League of United Latin American Citizens LULAC
Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce. The public is invited.

* American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Call 263-
2084 for more information.

* Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of America
meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg Building, 309 S.
Main St.

e Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 7:30
p.m. at 2101 Lancaster.

FRIDAY

« Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 a.m.
until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-
7281 for more information.

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

» Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon at
the Howard College Cactus Room.

* Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 7:30
p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
« Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

MONDAY

e The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teacher’s
Association meets in the Cactus Room at Howard
College, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Lunch will be served at
11:30 a.m.

e Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 5
p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad
for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-
1342 or 263-6819.

e Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at Dragon
China Buffett.

¢ DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m. at
610 Abrams St.

e Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY

e Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room.

e The Powwow Committee of Big Spring meets at 7
p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church annex, 809 Scurry,
or the fellowship hall at 810 Scurry. Call Robert
Downing at 263-3255 for information.

WEDNESDAY

e Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room.

* Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. Fifth St., pro-
vided by InHome Care.

* Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the Howard
College Cactus Room.

Lottery

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 47-5-31-43-17-32.
Number matching six of six: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 4-8-9-26-33.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Wednesday
night by the Texas Lottery:
1-4-4-7. Sum It Up: 16

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday night
by the Texas Lottery:
6-7-8. Sum It Up: 21
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‘British Open gets off to a sogqgy start

By PAUL NEWBERRY
AP National Writer

SOUTHPORT, England —
Forget the leaderboard. The
whipping wind and soaking rain
were getting the best of every-
one at Royal Birkdale.

The British Open got off to a
cold, soggy start Thursday, with
storms rolling off the Irish Sea
turning the historic links course
into a house of horrors.

Phil Mickelson lost a ball in
the tangly rough. Sandy Lyle
and Rich Beem both gave up.
Vijay Singh signed for an 80. So
did Ernie Els.

Turns out, Tiger Woods
couldn’t have picked a better
time to miss his first major since
1996. He was back home in the
States, all warm and comfy as he
recovered from knee surgery.

Eight hours after Craig Parry
hit the opening shot of the tour-

nament, only one player was in
the red: Sweden’s Robert
Karlsson, at 1 under through
five holes.

Seven of the first 14 players to
finish shot higher than 80, and
the average score by early after-
noon was 77.

Two-time U.S. Open champion
Retief Goosen was the leader in
the clubhouse with a 71. The
South African overcame a dou-
ble-bogey at No. 6 and somehow

managed to put up four birdies
in brutal conditions that made
golf’s oldest championship a
stern test even without Woods
looming over the field.

Despite a sore wrist, defending
champion Padraig Harrington
got off to a solid start with a 74.
He would have been even closer
to the lead if not for a bogey-
bogey finish, but was pleased
with his round given that he
seriously considered withdraw-

ing just a day earlier.

The forecast looked more
promising in the afternoon,
which should help late starters
such as Sergio Garcia, who lost
to Harrington a year ago in a
playoff after missing a 10-foot
putt on the 72nd hole.

Five-time Open champion Tom
Watson birdied the first hole to
send a roar through the shiver-
ing gallery and went on to shoot
74.

FAVRE

Continued from Page 1B

have to release Favre or place
him on their active roster.

Favre was in Los Angeles for
Wednesday night’s taping of the
ESPY Awards. Host Justin
Timberlake zeroed in on Favre
sitting in the audience with his
wife, Deanna.

“What have you been up to
lately? I haven’t seen you any-
where,” Timberlake said. “Just
chillin’? Yeah, me too.”

Later, Timberlake went into
the seats to hug Favre’s would-
be successor Aaron Rodgers, the
Packers’ 2005 first-round draft
choice.

Favre sheepishly looked down
with a slight smile on his face as
the crowd laughed.

That’s just the first of several
awkward moments potentially
on tap for Favre this week.

Favre is scheduled to present

former teammate Frank Winters
at the Packers’ Hall of Fame
induction Saturday. Winters,
former Packers defensive tackle
Gilbert Brown and video direc-
tor Al Treml will be enshrined
in the Packers’ Hall of Fame.

Should Favre keep his commit-
ment, his return to Lambeau
will come a little more than a
week after formally requesting
to be released - and only days
after expressing his distrust of
Packers management, insisting
in an interview with Fox News
on Monday that the team pres-
sured him into making his
retirement decision.

Favre could see some of the
same folks he criticized in his
trip back to Lambeau. He also
might run into Packers offen-
sive line coach James Campen,
a former teammate who was
dragged into the middle of the
controversy this week.

Inanunaired portion of Favre’s
interview with “On the Record
With Greta Van Susteren,”

Favre apparently said Campen
recently made an unexpected
visit to his home in Mississippi
and said he had “an answer” for
Favre regarding his desire to
unretire.

“He says, ‘You know, I know
they told you they’re moving on
and playing there’s not an
option,” Favre said, according to
a full transcript of the interview
obtained by the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel. “Playing here
in Green Bay is not an option,
which that’s what they want.
They want to move on. But I'm
telling you, if you reinstate or
you force their hand, back them
in a corner, they feel like they
have no other option, they're
going to accept you back.”

“And he said, ‘Just telling you.’
And I said, ‘OK.”

In an interview with The
Associated Press on Saturday,
two days before Favre made his
comments about Campen,
Packers coach Mike McCarthy
chastised the Favre camp for

putting Campen in a “tough
spot.”

McCarthy said the Packers
told Campen to visit Favre as a
friend, not on behalf of the team,
once they heard Favre was hav-
ing second thoughts about retire-
ment earlier in the offseason.
McCarthy said it was Favre and
his representatives, not the
team, who turned Campen into
an “intermediary” between
Favre and the front office.

“lI think he’s totally been
wrongly illustrated in this,”
McCarthysaid. “Ted (Thompson,
Packers general manager) would
not even talk to Campen about
this. He said, ‘Hey, your person-
al relationship with Brett Favre
is bigger than this, so don’t ever
put yourself in that position.’ ...
James was put in a tough spot.
He was put in a situation that
was purely personal.”

Meanwhile, members of the
Packers’ management team
could face a few awkward
moments of their own next week

when the Packers hold their
annual shareholders meeting at
Lambeau Field on July 24.

A movement to rally fan sup-
port for Favre has fizzled so far.
A rally in Green Bay drew fewer
than 200 fans Sunday, and
Monday’s rally in the Milwaukee
suburbs drew only 30 despite
widespread local media atten-
tion.

But shareholders supporting
Favre could call attention to the
issue.

Shareholders aren’t expected
to have the chance to ask ques-
tions during the meeting, but
Packers president and CEO
Mark Murphy and Thompson
will be present to mingle with
them and answer their questions
afterward, along with other
members of the Packers’ staff.

AP Football Writer Dave
Goldberg in New York and AP
Sports Writer Beth Harris in Los
Angeles contributed to this
report.

HAMILTON

Continued from Page 1B

Hamilton never played
for Tampa, eventually get-
ting banned from baseball
for two years while he

fought addiction and
burned through all that
cash. He emerged last year
in Cincinnati, a $50,000
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Opening lead — jack of diamonds.

A defender should always be sus-
picious of any abnormal play made
by declarer. Take this case where
South made a good play and East
failed to find the proper response to
1t.

South was in four hearts, and
West led the jack of diamonds.
Declarer saw that he might lose the
contract at once if West had the ace
of spades, so instead of making the
normal play of covering the diamond
jack with the queen, he played the
three from dummy!

Reverse Psychology

©2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

By Steve Becker

East allowed the jack to win, and
West played another diamond. The
queen forced East’s ace, establishing
dummy’s king as a trick as South
ruffed.

Declarer now cashed the A-K of
trumps, discarded a spade on the
king of diamonds and later lost two
spade tricks to make exactly four
hearts.

It would not have mattered had
West shifted to a different suit at trick
two. Declarer could have established
the diamond trick himself, and the
outcome would have been the same.

East should have realized that
declarer’s unusual failure to cover
the jack of diamonds was not simply
an act of charity on South’s part. He
should have reasoned that declarer
did not want East on lead at trick two
because he feared East would shift to
a particular suit. Furthermore, it was
inconceivable that South would duck
the jack with any holding but a sin-
gleton diamond.

East therefore should have over-
taken the jack of diamonds with the
ace and returned the queen of spades.
That would have settled declarer’s
hash very quickly.

East should have reasoned that if
South thought it was good for him
not to have East on lead, then it was
bad for East not to take the lead, and
he should have reacted accordingly.

mSunday’s
Big Spring Herald

Rule 5 pickup who made
the team by hitting .403 in
spring training. After a
solid 90-game season with
the Reds, he came to Texas
for pitcher Edinson
Volquez, another (first-
time All-Star this year.

Two weeks before the
All-Star break, Hamilton
made his Yankee Stadium
debut in right field for the
Rangers, the perfect target
for a tough crowd that
spares no one. The sudden
transformation this week
illustrated just how big his
platform could get.

“Obviously the better
you are, the more people
are going to listen. That’s
the way the world is,”
Hamilton said. “At the
same time, if I wasn’t
doing well, I'd still be talk-
ing about what God’s done
in my life.”

Hamilton has told his
story in each of his home
stadiums in the major
leagues. He did it last year
in Cincinnati the day the
Christian band Mercy Me
played a concert at a Reds
game.

Last month at Rangers
Ballpark in Arlington, the

Sitting a spell

All across America, a renewed sense of com-
munity is bringing back traditional neighbor-
hoods and front porches. This architectural
icon is once again becoming a comfortable
gathering place for family and friends. Plus,
mastering a martial art and polynesian chicken.

American Profile

focus was completely on
him and his wife, Katie,
after a game against
Oakland. About 1,000 fans
sat in the lower home run
porch in right field, the
same place where many of
them wait for home runs
from the left-handed
Hamilton during games.

Facing the crowd from a
chair in the Rangers bull-
pen, Hamilton chronicled
the basics: the life of a typ-
ical ballplaying teenager
in Raleigh, N.C.; losing the
stewardship of his parents
in the minor Ileagues
because his mom was hurt
in a car wreck; getting
injured himself, then start-
ing to hang out at a tattoo
parlor (he has 26 he’d like
to get rid of).

His wife told of the help-
lessness trying to reverse
Hamilton’s spiral, the sep-
aration she initiated
because she feared for the
safety of her and their
daughter, the slow process
of getting over the anger
and frustration and learn-
ing to trust him again.

The turning point for
Hamilton came in October
2005, after his grandmoth-
er confronted him in much
the same way his wife and
parents had before. It was
different coming from her,
and now he’s counting
down to his three-year
anniversary of sobriety.

“Everything I heard, she
said again,” Hamilton told
the crowd. “For some rea-
son, God allowed my heart
to open up that night and
seemy grandmother’s eyes
cry and see that in her
face. That’s what it took.”

Hamilton wasn’t afraid
to show emotion, stopping
to compose himself once
during the 30-minute ses-
sion moderated by Rangers
chaplain John E. Spicer.
He smoothly fielded ques-
tions about his faith and
his future (“Baby, I'm
here,” he told a boy who
asked if he would “sign for
Texas”). One man didn’t
have a question. He just
wanted to say he was a
recovering addict inspired
by Hamilton’s story.

“Where I'm coming from
is no different than a lot of
people that have gone
through the same strug-
gles,” Hamilton said after
the man spoke. “It’s just
that I’ve got the platform
to be able to share what
I’ve been through and how
God brought me through it
to hopefully inspire people
that are going through the
same things.”

His testimony seems to
be resonating. A Dallas-

area pastor referenced
Hamilton’s saga in a ser-
mon. A rock radio station
deejay told his afternoon
listeners about Hamilton
— hours before the grand
home run display in New
York.

Dave Czesniuk, director
of operations for
Northeastern University’s
Sport in Society in Boston,
said one of his high school
peer groups mentioned
Hamilton as a role model
in a discussion about ways
to cut down steroid use
and cheating in sports.

Imagine that. Hamilton
as a role model.

“I think people are genu-
inely pulling for him,”
said Jim Johnson, the pas-
tor who used Hamilton to
illustrate a biblical mes-
sage of God delivering his
people to freedom. “After
my message, I gotan e-mail
from a guy, who just hear-
ing that message, really
confronted his own addic-
tion and how he’s getting
help. He came clean with
his family and is now on
his own road to recovery.”

The Rangers want to
facilitate this rare combi-
nation of potential super-
star and spokesman for
addicts. Now they’re talk-
ing about bringing groups
in for weekly sessions
when Texas is at home
after the All-Star break.
Team president Nolan
Ryan said part of the think-
ing is to manage the
mounting requests for
Hamilton’s time.

“He’s very strongly com-
mitted to sharing his word
with people, but he has to
do it around the other
demands on his time and
his schedule, so it’s a bal-
ancing act,” said Ryan, a
Hall of Fame pitcher who
is baseball’s leader in no-
hitters and strikeouts.

Hamilton is entering his
most challenging stretch
professionally. He’s
already played the most
games of his career, and
his 90-game run with the
Reds last year came after
playing just 15 games in
four seasons.

His home run produc-
tion is off (outside the
Home Run Derby, of
course), and he says he
hasn’t been happy with his
swing for a month.

The 27-year-old father of
two, with another child on
the way, is undeterred
when it comes to telling
his story.

“Every day I get to do
this,” he says, “I feel like
I'm doing what I'm sup-
posed to be doing.”
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2 killed in Houston stairwell collapse

HOUSTON (AP) — Two young boys, who had been play-
ing a game of Hide and Seek on a sultry summer night,
were Killed and a third was injured when a balcony and
a second story stairwell collapsed on them at their south-
west Houston apartment complex, authorities said.

“It appeared the children were either on top or under-
neath (the stairwell), we’re not sure,” Houston Police
Department spokesman John Cannon told The Associ-
ated Press Thursday morning from the scene. He said
the Harris County Medical Examiner’s office would try
to determine the positioning of where the kids were at
the time.

Houston fire officials said a 4-year-old and a 10-year-
old died in the accident that occurred about 7:40 p.m.
Wednesday at the Westwood Fountains apartment com-
plex. Assistant Fire Chief Omero Longoria said a 9-year-
old was taken to the hospital with a broken leg.

“The 10-year-old and the 4-year-old are not related.
We are dealing with three separate families,” Longoria
said.

A spokesman at Texas Children’s Hospital said no in-
formation was available on the surviving boy’s condi-
tion.

Woman accused of burning twins with water

ABILENE (AP) — A 2l-year-old woman has been
charged with injury to a child after authorities say she
severely burned her twin infants with hot water.

Shanobia Elaine Dilligard was arrested Tuesday night
at Dyess Air Force Base and was free on $7,500 bail
Wednesday, according to Taylor County Jail records.

A telephone number for Dilligard could not be found
and Taylor County Jail officials said they could not re-
lease any information on whether she had an attorney.

The twins, a boy and a girl, suffered second- and third-
degree burns on their legs and buttocks when they were
placed in a scalding hot bath in March.

The babies, then 8 months old, have been placed in fos-
ter care along with their older sister, who was 19 months
old at the time, said Marleigh Meisner, a spokeswoman
for Child Protective Services. All three children are now
doing well, she said.

Dilligard originally told police that she had been run-
ning a bath for the baby boy and placed him in before
checking the water’s temperature, according to police.

She said she discovered the water was too hot only af-
ter she put the baby girl in, but told police the girl did
not suffer any injuries.

Doctors examining the boy reported that the burn pat-
terns did not match her story. Dilligard later told police
she placed the boy under a faucet of running hot water
because he had “messed up his diaper,” the complaint
said.

Suicide in N.M. was similar to CSI episode

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — It was a death shroud-
ed in mystery, prompting the lead detective to rent an
old episode of “CSI: Crime Scene Investigation” featur-
ing an odd but similar clue — a revolver found near the
body, tied to balloons in an apparent effort to make the
weapon float away.

State police said Wednesday they solved the case in
eastern New Mexico that featured similarities to an Oc-
tober 2003 episode of the popular show.

At first, investigators suspected homicide when Thom-
as Hickman, 55, of North Richland Hills, Texas, was
found dead March 15 along U.S. 84 southeast of Santa
Rosa, his mouth covered by duct tape.

Evidence soon directed them elsewhere. The clue that
linked the case to the TV series: six or seven white bal-
loons were found entangled in a cholla cactus, some 30
feet from the body.

“We’re not saying it’s a copycat of the TV show,” New
Mexico state police Lt. Rick Anglada said. “We have no
way to know he actually saw the episode. However, the
lead agent kept hearing from people that there was a
similar case from ‘CSI.””

So the detective rented the show and took notes.

“There were similarities in the episode, where a char-
acter did tie helium balloons to a gun and hoped it would
float away,” Anglada said.

Medical investigators ruled the death a suicide, An-
glada said, and additional evidence led detectives to
conclude the scene was a ruse intended to look like a
homicide.

President Bush to visit Northern California to

survey damage caused by wildfires

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The White House said
President Bush will visit Northern California on
Thursday to get a first-hand look at the wildfires that
have ravaged hundreds of square miles and strained the
state's firefighting resources.

The president was expected to travel to Redding to get
a briefing on the wildfires, then take an aerial tour to
survey fire damage in the Shasta-Trinity National
Forest with Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, according to

White House officials. Bush also plans to attend a pri-
vate Republican fundraising event in Napa.

Firefighters continued to battle dozens of blazes
around the state, most sparked by a massive lightning
storm three weeks ago. The more than 2,000 wildfires
that have burned nearly 1,400 square miles since June
21 have combined to create what officials are calling the
single largest fire event recorded in California history.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has declared a state of
emergency in 12 counties affected by the wildfires and
called in the California National Guard to help.

Pope Benedict XVI says 'insatiable

consumption' squandering natural resources

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — The world's natural
resources are being squandered in the pursuit of "insa-
tiable consumption," Pope Benedict XVI said Thursday
in a speech urging followers to care more for the envi-
ronment and reconnect with the principle of peace.

Benedict, speaking to more than 200,000 pilgrims gath-
ered for the Roman Catholic church's youth festival,
expanded on a theme that has led him to be dubbed "the
green pope." The crowd, massed on a disused wharf in
Australia's largest city, regularly erupted in cheers that
gave the event the feel of a sporting event.

"Some of you come from island nations whose very
existence is threatened by rising water levels; others
from nations suffering the effects of devastating
drought," the pope said, referring to global warming.

He noted that during his more than 20-hour flight from
Rome to Sydney he had a bird's eye view of a vast swath
of the world that inspired awe and introspection.

"Perhaps reluctantly we come to acknowledge that
there are also scars which mark the surface of our
earth: erosion, deforestation, the squandering of the
world's mineral and ocean resources in order to fuel an
insatiable consumption," he said.

'Mad Men,' 'Damages’ vie for Emmy bids

Thursday; 'The Wire' has last chance for glory

LOS ANGELES (AP) — "Mad Men" and "Damages" have
a shot at Emmy nomination history.

AMC's 1960s Madison Avenue drama and FX's legal
thriller, both semifinalists for the Emmy nods that were
to be announced Thursday, could be the first basic cable
series to get best-series bids.

"The Wire," the critically acclaimed HBO drama about
police and drug dealers in Baltimore, had one last shot
at ending years of Emmy snubs after wrapping its final
season.

TAX
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cluded because their taxes aren’t
maxed out. That’s the way I
understand it. We can get that
half-percent,” said Simer. “And
once we get that half-percent in,
if the city does annex something
they can’t take it away.”
According to information on
Window on State Government
— a Web site provided by Texas

Comptroller Susan Combs — the
district must use the sales tax
revenues to perform the follow-
ing functions of the district:

e the construction, mainte-
nance or improvement of roads
or highways;

 the provision of law enforce-
ment and detention services;

* the maintenance or improve-
ment of libraries, museums,
parks or other recreational fa-
cilities;

« the provision of services that

benefit the public welfare; or

e the promotion of economic
development and tourism.

As far as eligibility for the
creation of the tax district is
concerned, the comptrollers
site also says, “A county with a
population of less than 45,000 is
eligible to create a county assis-
tance district if the county does
not contain a city that has a 4A
or 4B development corporation,
or the county contains territory
of a transit authority created

under Chapter 451 or 452 of the
Texas Transportation Code.”

Big Spring Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, a 4A develop-
ment agency, currently operates
in Big Spring. The permissible
rates for the district sales tax are
1/8,1/4, 3/8, or 1/2 of 1 percent.

County Judge Mark Barr en-
couraged the court to look for
legal advice on the matter.

“I think what the legislature
had in mind here, especially east
of Interstate 35, is these towns

that are expanding their city
limits so fast and so far, it gives
the county an opportunity to get
their half-percent before the city
gets it,” said Barr. “We may have
to get alittle clarification on this.
Let’s write these questions down
and let the county attorney look
at them.”

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

POLLS
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cessibility is questionable.
I've talked to Father Gulley
and they have offered use
of the St. Thomas parish
hall, and as far as I can see
it meets all of the accessi-
bility issues. It’s an idea
we’re looking at. I'm antic-
ipating an increase in the
number of voters in that
precinct for the election,
and while we’ve used the
fire station for years and
years, we’ve had a lot of
complaints about it.”
Bloom said use of Life
Church, located on FM 700,
and the Kentwood commu-
nity center, located in the
Kentwood Community,
are both issues that have
to be addressed before the
presidential election.
“While it’s been really
well received and the vot-

ers love it, the church has
sold the building to Lone
Star Bank,” said Bloom.
“It’s questionable. TI've
talked with Ron Brooks
and he has said we’re wel-
come to use it, however,
come November it may be
under renovation. We will
have to re-evaluate that
one after the remodeling
is finished to see if it is ad-
equate for the number of
voters.

“Kentwood (community
center), I can tell you right
now, it doesn’t meet ac-
cessibility standards. It’s
owned by the First Meth-
odist Church. I haven’t
contacted anyone with the
church on a formal basis,
but I don’t believe they
are in the mood to put the
money out there to bring it
up to code. We’ve gotten by
with it in the past because
we’ve offered curbside vot-
ing, but that is not accept-

CHALET

Continued from Page 1A

able under federal guide-
lines. As a backup, I've
talked to the manager at
Big Spring Mall, and we’re
welcome to use it. I don’t
want to make it a perma-
nent change because I'd
like to see how it goes, but
I feel like we may have to
use it for the November
election.”

Bloom said issues with
Forsan High School and
Elbow Elementary also
need to be addressed.

“It’s been my goal to get
the polling places out of the
schools because of the se-
curity issues,” said Bloom.
“And both of these parking
areas are fairly small, and
when they have their staff
and students there, there
really isn’t a lot of parking
left for the voters. The peo-
ple in Forsan have really
encouraged me to move
it to First Baptist Church
of Forsan, which is just a

PAID COL TRAINING!

couple of blocks from the
high school. I haven’t been
able to get in touch with
the pastor there for an OK;
however, a lot of the mem-
bers of the church are the
ones that have said they
would like to see it there.
In Elbow, Central Baptist
Church is right across the
street from Elbow Elemen-
tary.”

Bloom also said problems
have been identified with
Salem Baptist Church —
which may be replaced by
the Sand Springs of Jones-
boro fire stations — and
the Sand Spring Commu-
nity Center.

“The community center
in Sand Springs was re-
cently vandalized,” Bloom
told the court. “The Lions
Club indicated they are
not going to renovate the
building and later sold
it, so it’s no longer avail-
able. I'm suggesting Sand

Springs Baptist as a per-
manent change for this
polling location, and I'd
like to see the Salem Bap-
tist change made perma-
nent as well.”

Bloom advised commis-
sioners to table the pro-
posed changes until the
court’s next meeting, how-
ever.

“I have a gentleman com-
ing next week who is with
the advocacy group that
inspects a lot of our polling
places,” said Bloom. “So
instead of making changes
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now and having to adjust
them later, I think it would
be better to just table it un-
til we can get a stamp of

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

LeoCalvinBouchereau,
Jr., 51, died Thursday.
Graveside services will
be at 1:00 PM Friday at
Mt. Olive Memorial
Park.
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The Best Seat In Town
CINEMA4 ¢
1801 East FM 700 (432) 263-2232

o DARKKNIGHT (PG-13) 12:01 AM

o HANCOCK (PG-13) 1:40 PM 4:30 PM 7:20 PM 10:10 PM
¢ HELLBOY I THE GOLDEN ARMY (PG-13) 1:20 PM 4:10 PM

7:00 PM 9:50 PM
o MEETOMIE (PG) 1:50 PM 400 PM 7:30 PM 10:00 P

o WALLE (G) 1:30 PM 4:20 PM 7:10 PM

VALID 7/17/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES @ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS
Showtimes available at cinemark.com

SUN LAUNDROMAT

Donations for the state hospital can also be left at The
Chalet or brought to the Community Relations office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The patients are currently in need of magazines, es-
pecially men’s magazines. Also needed are small men’s
clothing and 2X men’s and women’s clothing.

“We also are in need of luggage for patients who are be-
ing discharged,” said Christie-Morgan.

Stevens Transport, the premier refrigerated
carrier in the US, sponsors the total cost of your
CDL training! In 17 short days you will earn your
CDL and begin your paid on-the-job training! Earn $40K first
year and up to $150K fifth year! Excellent benefits and 401K!

For more information, call
.S‘Le«em&/mmﬂ

800-333-8595

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
1:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

*Drop Off Service Available*

Come Wash With Us
1510 Lancaster 432-511-4196

9925

AN
ENCOURAGING
WORD

By Eddy Pitchford

The Major League All-Star celebration was used by Justin Morneau to remind us of some
life lessons. On Monday night, he walked away with the trophy from the Home-Run Derby,
much to the chagrin of Josh Hamilton fans. Hamilton set a record in the first round but lost
to Morneau in the final round. Life lesson: It is not how you start, it is how you finish!

In Tuesday night's game, Morneau scored the game-winning run on a sacrifice-fly by
Michael Young. Life lesson: I can be called safe at home because somebody sacrificed in my

penalf Sunday CI SERVICES: 9:30 AM
NAQY UlaSS. . i re s i rrr e reneees .

"...Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life." (Revelation 2:10) "But uncay ass . .

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." (I Corinthians | Sunday Worship............cccccocoeiiiiinininne, 10:20 AM

15:57) Sunday WOrship...........eeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeen 6:00 PM

Morning Sermon: "You Are Sex" Evening Sermon: "Rejected by Men" WedneSday ClaSS. i 7:00 PM

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST

311 North 2nd Street - Coahoma, Texas 79511

WE ARE FAMILY

“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

12050
—
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DANIEL F. Hembree as of
7-11-08 is Responsible for his
own debts only .

Business Opportunity

WANT TO partner with hard
worker. Not afraid to get dirty in
construction related field. Call
(866)336-7450 or email

adams @door.net

Cemetery Lots

2 SPACES up front in “Garden
of Sharon” at Trinity Memorial
Park. $3,000.00 for both. Call
(361)851-0395, ( 361)215-6335

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
plans available. No interest or
carrying charges. $10.00 down.
The Little Red Barn across
from Mt. Olive Cemetery.
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments.
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave
spaces for the price of one.
Pay-out plan available. $50.00
Down. The Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational

A BRIGHTER FUTURE!
Train to become an
Electrical Technician!
Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for
those who qualify.

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 212
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!
Train for a new career as a
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Specializing, or
Dental Assistant!

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 216
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

STOP LOOKING!
START DOING!

Train for a new career as a
Medical Assistant,
Career Placement Assistance
Financial Aid for those
who qualify.

Call now for more information!
800-497-1557 dept. 200
Southeastern Career Institute
Westwood Village
Shopping Center
4320 West lllinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Garage Sales

2 DAY Estate Sale: 401 North
College (Coahoma), Saturday
& Sunday 1pm-5pm. Too much
to list.

2 FAMILY Garage Sale: 2513
Cindy, Saturday 8-? Furniture,
clothing, wedding dress (never
been worn), knick-knacks and
lots more.

4 FAMILY Garage Sale: 3000
Navajo, Saturday 8-? Furniture,
Lots of misc. items, children’s
toys, clothing and lots more.
Burritos.

CARPORT SALE: Saturday
6:30a.m.-?, 4218 Parkway.
Clothing, tools and misc. items.

GARAGE SALE 6811 East
Midway Rd. Saturday from
8am-2pm. Furniture, clothes,
decor & lots of misc.

GARAGE SALE: 2807
Apache, Friday 4-7 & Saturday
8-11. 52" HD TV, bar stools,
Christmas items, girls clothing,
infant (size 6), beds, comforter
sets, decorative items and
more.

HOTWHEELS FOR Sale. Tons
of Treasure Hunts for Sale! 500
Austin. Saturday, 8:00-2:00.

HUGE Garage Sale: Saturday
Starting at 9:00-?, 706 Richie
Rd., South 87. Must sell every-
thing.

HUGE SALE: Corner of Was-
son and Warren. T.V., tools,
antiques, clothes, construction

odds and ends. Saturday
10:00-? No Earlier. CASH
ONLY.

MOVING SALE. Furniture,
kitchenware, appliances, linens
& stuffl Take Salem Exit North
and turn Right (East) at inter-
section of Old Colorado City
Hwy & Salem Rd. Stop at first
house east of Salem Church
and Cemetery. Follow Signs.
Saturday 8:00-4:00.

WEERUNS
Childrens
Consignments Sale
July 16-19
at the Big Spring Mall.
Clothing, baby equipment,
seasonal & sporting wear,
equipment, maternity, anything
and everything for children.

Help Wanted

Ameri-Tech Building
Systems
DRUG FREE
WORK PLACE
Immediate openings!!!

CDL Driver
Must have clean
driving record.
Local hauls / home
most evenings!
Excellent pay and
full range of benefits.

Fax Resume
Jamie 936-598-6359 or
Apply in person at
Ameri-Tech
Building Systems
5212 S Service Rd / E I-20
Big Springs, Texas 79720

APARTMENT Maintenance
Person. Full time Must know all
phases of construction. 2911
W. Hwy 80. Call (432)263-2292

2613 CAROL. Saturday,
8:00-12:00. Tons of boy baby &
adult clothes, baby gear, lawn-
mower, household items. NO
EARLY BIRDS!!

AZTECA FABRICATION IS
looking for Code welders, pipe
welders, structural welders and
lay-out laborers. If interested
contact us at 432-943-8888.

4 FAMILY Garage Sale: 2711
Larry, Fri. 5-8pm & Sat. 8-12.
Lots of clothes, children’s
clothes, toys, furniture, beds,
computer desks, lots of misc.

BIG SPRING Country Club
needs a Dishwasher, full or
part-time. Apply in person,
Tuesday thru Friday or call
432-267-8241.

lowing positions.

(432) 267-6341.

CRMWD

Colorado River Municipal Water District

The Colorado River Municipal Water District, regional raw water
supplier for the Permian Basin, is accepting applications for fol-

Operations Maintenance Technician - Responsible for maintain-
ing the District’s raw water pipelines, pump stations, and wells.
Entry to intermediate level position.

Electronics Technician - Responsible for installing, repairing, and
maintaining communication equipment including mobile radios and
microwave communication equipment, supporting the District’s
SCADA system. Intermediate level position, basic understanding
of electronics/electricity needed.

CRMWD is an equal opportunity employer. Benefits include health
insurance, retirement plans, and sick, vacation and holiday leave.
Applications are required and are available at the District’s office,
406 E. 23rd Street, Big Spring, Texas 79720 or by calling

12192

BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for Sales
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone
Calls.

CHIROPRACTIC ASSISTANT
Full-time, fast pasted office.
Seeks positive, enthusiastic,
energetic and compassionate
person for front desk. Must
love working with people and
be detail oriented. Computer
experience a must. Call
(432)267-2225.

FOOD SERVICE Director,
Cooks, Dietary Aide, CNA’s,
Part time Activity Assistant.
Please apply in person at
Country Village Nursing & Re-
habilitation at 2009 Virginia.

COMFORT INN is now hiring
housekeepers. $7.00/hr. plus
bonuses. Fun and Friendly at-
mosphere. Apply at 2900 East
I-20, Big Spring, Texas, 79720.

CORPORATE ROOMS for
lease. Please call Lesile,
(432)213-0909.

DRAFTSMAN NEEDED. 2D
and 3D Auto CAD required.
Must have Architectural draw-
ing knowledge. Please fax re-
sume (432)354-2669 or call
(432)354-2569.

“DRIVERS”
Want to be home daily?
Want scheduled
days off weekly?
Want a sign on bonus
up to $4000.00?
Excellent benefits include:
* Health
* Dental
* Vision
* 401K
* Safety bonus
Coastal Transport is now seek-
ing individuals to deliver petro-
leum product in and around
surrounding areas of Big
Spring. Must be 23 years of
age, have a Class A license
with Tanker and Haz-Mat en-

dorsements with 1 year
tractor/trailer experience.
Please contact Russell @

1-888-527-7221 for more infor-

O
&>

DRIVERS WANTED. We need
drivers now and get hired on
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery
compensation in the business.
Make cash every day. Great
part time and full time shifts.
Health Insurance plan. $200.00
Hiring Bonus after 60 days.
Great starting wage- $7.00 an
hour, plus delivery compensa-
tion, plus tips. We more than
compensate for high gas
prices. Got experience? Work
for Papa or the Hut? Come on
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and
stay at home Moms always
welcome. Apply at Domino’s
Pizza

DUNCAN DISPOSAL - Now
hiring a driver for the Coahoma
area. Need at least a Class B
CDL. Experience Preferred for
a driver's position. Must be
able to pass mandatory DOT
and corporate drug testing re-
quirements. No phone calls
please. The job includes 40+
hours weekly Mon- Fri.,, with
some Sat. mornings. An hourly
rate with benefits package is
available. Equal Opportunity
Employer. Please Call Arthur
432-770-3966.

BASIC

energy services

We have a continuing need in our Big Spring field office for:

Rig Operators, Derrick Hands,
Floor Hands & CDL Drivers

We offer competitive pay; 401 (k) with company match; affordable medical,
dental, and life insurance; paid time off and paid holidays.

To learn more about specific opportunities, visit our Big Spring location at:
Basic Energy Services * 2206 North Highway 87
Big Spring, Texas 79721

Equal Opportunity Employer / Drug Free Environment

FURNITURE DELIVERY
Full-time. Apply @ Elrod’s Fur-
niture, 2309 Scurry, Big Spring.
No Phone Calls Please!

GARTMAN REFRIGERATION
need Certified HVAC and ex-
perienced plumber.  Apply in
person, 3206 E. FM 700.

GENERAL HELP wanted. SD
Baker Construction, Stanton.
Weekends off, overtime avail-
able. Good starting pay. Will
train, experience with cutting
torch and forklift a plus. Must
pass drug test. Call
432-458-3270.

GENERAL HELP workers
needed in the warehouse. For
the Big Spring area. To start

ASAP. All shifts. Call
1-877-432-8705.

GREAT PAY

& BENEFITS!
Hiring class CDL Drivers.

Clean MVR. Call 432-756-2875
or apply at Key Energy, West
I-20 South Service Road, Stan-
ton, TX.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT Me-
chanic Needed. Salary DOE,
Health Insurance, and 401K
Plan. Apply at Price Construc-
tion, 2701 N. Hwy 350, Big
Spring, TX 79720 or fax re-
sume to 432-267-1694. EOE.

HIRING IMMEDIATELY in the
Midland/Odessa area. The me-
chanically inclined starting at
$11.00. Warehouse $10.00,
Welders $14.00. Good pay,
overtime. Call Maria or Tonya
for interview 432-683-7277 or
goto
www.energipersonnel.com

JANITORIAL/ GROUNDS help
needed. Howard/ Mitchell Rest
Areas. Hiring for Attendance
and Supervisor positions. Multi-
ple shifts available. Call
(903)757-7244 between 9-4,
Monday-Friday to arrange an
interview.

LEGAL SECRETARY office
and/or accounting experience.
Resume and references re-
quired. Robert D. Miller, 608
Scurry, fax 432-267-1043.

LOOKING FOR A CHANGE:
Nurses Unlimited, Inc. is seek-
ing CNA’s to assist with client
care. Duties include but are not
limited to personal care, meal
preparation & light housekeep-
ing. Flexible schedule, great
staff to work with. $250.00
SIGN ON BONUS & ON CALL
PAY. Come join our staff &
Make a difference in some-
one’s life. If interested, please
contact Jana Edwards @
(432)580-2000 or
1(800)458-3257. E.O.E.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

NOW HIRING full time/ part
time employees at WES-T-GO.
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

O-TEX
PUMPING, L.L.C
Business is Booming!
We re looking for:
* Experience Service
Supervisors
¢ Pump Operators
¢ Bulk Drivers
* Dispatchers
Full benefits package including
medical, life, dental, vision,
Aflac, paid vacations and more!
Big company benefits- Small
company atmosphere!
Apply at:
O-Tex Pumping,
2611 E. I-20,
Midland, TX 79706

PARKVIEW NURSING &
REHABILITATION

Now hiring for the following po-
sitions:
* Dietary Aide
* Certified Nurse Aides
Which offers great benefits,
competitive pay and a excellent
working environment.
Please apply in person at 3200
Parkway Rd., Big Spring,
Texas.

M & M General Contractors,
Inc. needs a loader operator
and a rock crusher operator
must have experience. Call
Keith, (432)517-0363.

MRS. BAIRD’S Bakery seek-
ing Independent Route Sales
Person. Experience a plus but
not necessary. Call
(432)267-1882 or
(432)520-3331.

NEED EXPERIENCE Pulling
Unit Operator with CDL. Good
pay based on experience. Paid
holidays and bonuses. Call
(325)207-0858 or
(432)207-0846.

NEED BREAKFAST Host for
Friday, Saturday & Sunday.
Also need housekeeping and
laundry aide. Pick up applica-
tion at Holiday Inn Express,
1109 N. Aylesford.

NEED CDL Driver to move
equipment and Heavy Equip-
ment Operator. Must pass drug
test. Call 432-394-4161.

NEED TRANSPORT Driver for
fuel deliveries. Excellent start-
ing pay with benefits. Must
have CDL & good driving re-
cord. Come by 1st & Johnson,
Park Fuels/ Chevron, Big
Spring.
PARKVIEW NURSING &
REHABILITATION

Now hiring for a LVN position.
We offer a great benefit pack-
age including insurance and re-
tirement, competitive pay and
an excellent work environment.
Please apply in person at 3200
Parkway Rd.

NOW
HIRING

PHYSICAL THERAPY Aide
position available in busy
Physical Therapy facility.
Part-time, Average 32 hrs per
week. No experience neces-
sary but must be able to work
in a high-paced environment.
Apply at 602 S. Main or fax re-
sume to 432-268-9880.

PIZZA INN
EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR
MANAGEMENT  POSITIONS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS.

PORTER HENDERSON Imple-
ment Co. has an opening for a
full time office and manage-
ment assistant. Must be a hard
working, positive and depend-
able individual with the ability
to learn. Phone and computer
skills a must. Apply in person
at 3011 N. Hwy. 87.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-
nually including Federal Bene-
fits and OT. Placed by ad-
Source, not aff w/USPS who
hires. 1-866-795-4058.

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER
needed full-time. Prefer 1 yr.
exp., but will train. High School
Diploma or GED required. Ap-
ply in Person, 1901 W. 16th

Street, Learning Tree Acad-
emy.
RAINBOW CHRISTIAN

Pre-School is needing, 1 Child-
care worker & 1 Bus
Driver/Caregiver. Both are full
time positions. Experience a
must! Come by 409 Goliad to
apply.

SHELL STAR STOP looking
for new team members. Full &
Part time Cashiers & Assistant
Managers. Apply in person at
any Shell Star Stop in Big
Spring. Drug Free Environ-
ment.

TRUCK DRIVER needed. Must
have Class A CDL with Tanker
and Hazardous Endorsements.
Delivery of New and Used Oil-
field Equipment. Oversized
Hauling Experience necessary.
Paid by the Hour, Per Diem,
and Benefits. Call
800-588-2669 M-F, 8:00-5:00.

WANT TO partner with hard
worker. Not afraid to get dirty in
construction related field. Call
(866)336-7450 or email
adams@door.net

WANTED:

29 Serious people to
Work From Home
using a Computer

Up to $1,500-$5,000 PT/FT
www.jmconcepts.com

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store.
Benefits include paid vacation,
retirement & health insurance.
Requirements are background
check, drug screening, good
driving record and be at least
21 years old. Starting pay
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk
Clerks. Apply in person, on
1-20 next to TA Truck Stop.

Items for Sale

ALL NEW Mattress set, No
springs or coils. MEMORY
FOAM pressure relieving
sleep, $550. (432)664-8980.

BUFFALO MEAT for sale and
also shelled pecans. Land for
sale south of Big Spring on
east side of Highway 87 and in
Coahoma south of Interstate
20. Call 432-263-8785 for
prices.

FOR SALE, Church pews,
blond/ red padded seats, glass
display cases and shelving,
electric hospital bed, wheel-
chair, misc. furniture, South-
west & $1.00 items. Treasure
Chest, 1609 East 4th,
(432)264-0822.

MATTRESS- ALL new TWIN
set (pillowtop) left in pkg. will
take $115. (432)664-8980.

PILLOW TOP King mattress
with box and warranty never
slept on. Will sell for $245.
(432)664-8980.

PILLOWTOP FULL mattress
set. FLAME RESISTANT, war-
ranty, $130. (432)664-8980.

QUEEN MATTRESS with box
and frame, all are new with
warranty. $175.
(432)664-8980.

Miscellaneous

100% LEATHER 5pc Livin-
groom Set. Lifetime warranty.
Never used, in Crates. Retail
$2999, $650. 806-549-3110.

1998 EAGLE Camper, large
pop-up, sleeps 6, heater, wa-
ter, stove. $1,800. O.B.O. See
at 717 Colgate. (432)816-1291
or (432)264-0645.

ATTENTION!! WINDMILL &
Refinery Workers! Need a
place to rent? Secluded, quiet
camper/ trailer space. 6 miles
out South 87. Call
(432)268-9450 after 6:00p.m.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches,
Candelabras and florals. FREE
DELIVERY. Year 2000 prices.
Call Grishams (432)267-8191.

ELECTRIC WHEEL Chair.
Never been used. Brand new
batteries. Excellent condition.
Price Negotiable. Call
(432)267-9510.

FINE CHERRY 6-pc dining
room table & chairs. Solid
wood. Queen Anne style, $395.
806-549-3110.

MASSAGE RECLINER, one
beige, one brown, both brand
new, soft, plush microfiber, still
under warranty, never used.
Forfeit $475. 806-549-3110......
DARK EXPRESSO PUB TA-
BLE, solidwood, 4 chairs. New
in crate. TAKE $420.
806-549-3110.

NEW 5x10 Cargo Trailer &
7x16-1/2 Cargo (red), Used
2006 Cargo 6x16-1/2. 600 Feet
2-3/8 Oil Field Pipe. Call
(432)213-0426 for prices or
come by 1209 East 4th.

PILLOWTOP AIR MATTRESS
as seen on tv. With base, all in
one unit, great for guest or
main bed. Straight from factory,
$95. 806-549-3110...................

STEEL BUILDINGS

20x20, 30x40, 50x100,100x100
Up to 50% off on erected
Completed projects
WWW.Scg-grp.com

Source#10R

432-413-3454
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Bill McClellan

John A. Moseley News Editor

Managing Editor

OTHER VIEWS

Fannie,
Freddie are
too big to fail

e now know the definition of too
big to fail.
Therepercussions of afailed Fan-
nie Mae and Freddie Mac would
have been cataclysmic. With most banks and
mortgage companies afraid to lend money, the
federal government was right to offer clear as-
surances that Freddie and Fannie would be
propped up financially to avert a new lending
meltdown.

Freddie and Fannie, as they are commonly
known, buy mortgages from banks as invest-
ments or to repackage for sale on Wall Street.
Last week, fears heightened that the spigots
might run dry and that the mortgage giants
were nearing insolvency.

The federal government couldn’t afford to
wait to find out whether those fears were ac-
curate or whether, as Sen. Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y., said, “the market overreaction over
the past few days is more based on psychology
than reality.”

But let’s not fool ourselves. The nation’s fi-
nancial and housing markets are still in deep
turmoil. No one knows when this crisis will
end or the ultimate cost to economic growth
and prosperity.

Given the pervasiveness of the mortgage cri-
sis, the federal government must be prepared
to act as a backstop for financial markets in ex-
traordinary circumstances while also making
it clear to Wall Street that not all risky behav-
ior will draw a taxpayer rescue. Other banks
and lending institutions will fail, and the gov-
ernment shouldn’t be expected to provide a
safety net for all.

There is still much work to be done to restore
the credibility of financial markets. The Senate
recently passed legislation that would create a
stronger regulator for Freddie and Fannie and
allow both to buy mortgages to help homebuy-
ers in more expensive markets work through
this mortgage crisis. The Fed also is devising
new rules to protect homebuyers from ques-
tionable lending practices.

These are essential triage steps but are not
adequate solutions to a crisis fueled by exces-
sive behavior. Long term, regulators will have
to find a better balance between encouraging
risk and providing safety. First, regulators
must stop the bleeding.

THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

« Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

» We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

« Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-mailed
to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SHORT PRAYER

Let us be reminded, Lord, that when we feel our
torment is too much to bear, you will see us
through. Amen

Packages of support for troops

ou’d think it would be

enough that U.S. forces are

showing great progress

bringing Shias, Sunnis and
Kurds together. But no. They're
bridging divisions at home, too,
inspiring Americans to unite in a
cause greater than
themselves, as John
McCain is fond of
saying.

The cause is simple
enough: Help the
troops or local civil-
ians. Some of those
involved have family
on the ground; others
just hope to counter
the horrors of war
by doing good. Some
are supportive of the
military and their mission; some
are opposed to war.

Several nonprofits supporting ser-
vice members are registered with
the Defense Department at www.
americasupportsyou.mil. When
the site began in 2004, four groups
signed up, says Allison Barber, a
deputy assistant secretary. Today,
there are more than 380.

“The American people just have
this insatiable appetite to support
the troops and their families,” Bar-
ber says. That outreach, she says,
“is so vital to the overall morale and
success of the military.”

Lisa Kirstein of Voorhees, Pa.,
wasn’t feeling the love when her
son Anthony joined the Army after
graduating from high school in
2005. The initial reaction of many
was: How could you let your son do
that?

“Many people were not supportive
at all,” Kirstein says. “When they
heard we had a son in Iraq, they
were appalled.”

With Anthony, now an Army
specialist, deployed since October,
that attitude has softened. It started
with people who wanted to support
Kirstein asking, What can we do?

KEevIN
FERRIS

What do you need?

Well, Anthony had some ideas for
them. And Treats for the Troops
was born.

The first request was pretty sim-
ple. Anthony told his family that
in the Iraqi schools he visited, the
students were lucky to have one
pencil for every 10 kids. Would his
brother Zach, a student in elemen-
tary school, collect pens and pencils
and send them over for Anthony to
give away?

That was about 100 care pack-
ages ago. And Anthony now makes
requests for Iraqis and his fellow
soldiers: coloring books and Beanie
Babies; candy and Slim Jims; lip
balm and hand lotion; Frisbees and
horseshoe sets; beach chairs and
umbrellas.

The support has been overwhelm-
ing. One neighbor handed Kirstein
a check for $1,000 — about half her
shipping costs so far. David Akers
of the Philadelphia Eagles is donat-
ing footballs signed by fellow play-
ers, Kirstein says, and the Camden
Riversharks are giving her 500
decks of playing cards.

The Kirsteins often find donations
on their doorstep, but local busi-
nesses also have become drop-off
points — the Blue Tulip Gift Shop
and Skewers Restaurant, both in
Marlton, and Bernard’s Salon & Spa
in Cherry Hill. The Voorhees Police
Department accepts items 24/7.

Recently, when Kirstein arrived at
the post office with a load of boxes,
the people in line started piling
money on the counter to pay for
that day’s shipping.

Kirstein opposed the initial inva-
sion of Iraq, but after being with
her son and his friends, after com-
municating with so many in the
military as part of her work with
Treats, she now believes the mis-
sion must be completed. And a big
part of that mission, for her, is sup-
porting the troops.

Constance O’Hearn is opposed to

the war in Iraq — and the one in Af-
ghanistan. All war.

“I believe that resolving problems
through military conflict is outmod-
ed and ineffective,” says the lifelong
Catholic. “It’s not what Jesus called
us to do.”

Yet when a friend’s brother, a
Marine officer, wrote home in 2003
requesting warm clothes to help
Afghans through a rough winter,
O’Hearn, of Arlington, Va., stepped
up. Since then, as president of
the nonprofit Give to the World,
O’Hearn and a band of volunteers
have helped ship several tons of
clothing for troops to distribute to
civilians in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Their only expense: postage and
packing tape.

Like Lisa Kirstein’s group, Give to
the World sends packages directly
to troops in the field, often the local
chaplain’s office, which then shares
the goods based on local needs.
O’Hearn says working with the
military helps her envision a day
when armies shift from war-making
to being “a humanitarian and peace
force.”

For now, though, she’s satisfied
with the difference her group and
others are making, overseas and
here at home.

“This effort cuts across all the di-
vides,” O’Hearn says. “People from
different countries, of different col-
ors, across the political, religious
and social spectrums, all work and
contribute things to people they’ll
never see.

“Their goodness is allowing some
comforts in life for people. That
makes it worth doing.”

Kevin Ferris is commentary page
editor of the Philadelphia Inquirer.
Readers may write to him at: Phila-
delphia Inquirer, P.O. Box 8263,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101, or by e-mail
at kf@phillynews.com.

Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune
Information Services.

ADDRESSES

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

Big Spring

+ GEORGE W. BUSH

President STATE Big Spring, 79720

The White House GOVERNMENT Phone: (432) 268-9909

Washington, D.C. 20500 . RICK PERRY BIG SPRING.
Governor CITY COUNCIL

+ KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-5922

- JOHN CORNYN

U.S. Senator

517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

- RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative

19th Cong. District

1510 Scurry

Phone: (432) 264-0722

+ JOE HEFLIN

State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768

463-0604

*KEL SELIGER
State Senator

Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101

State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428

Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-2000

267-7121.

263-7361.

Phone: (432) 213-2897 or (512)

__Russ McEweN, MAYOR —
Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ
McEwen Insurance): 267-1413.____
GREG Bippbison — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg’s Girill):

MANUEL RAMIREZ JR. —Home:
268-9692; Work (VAMC):

STEPHANIE HORTON — Home:
264-0306; Work (VA Medical
Center): 263-7361..

JOANN StAauLcuP — Home:
263-4980.

GLORIA McDoNALD — Home:
263-4835. Work: 263-7615.

TroYy TOMPKINS — Home:
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

MARK BARR, COUNTY JUDGE —
Home and Office: (432) 517-0707.

EmmA BROWN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-0724;
Work (Jerry's Barbers): 267-5471.

BiLL CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home: 263-0260.

Captive Nations Week: Never forget

early two decades after

the fall of the Berlin Wall

and the collapse of com-

munism in Eastern and
Central Europe, five nations remain
“captive” to communism - China,
Cuba, North Korea, Vietham and
Laos.

Amid all the hoopla about the
Beijing Olympics and the “ohs”
and “ahs” over the
dozens of skyscrap-
ers soaring above
the Chinese capital,
we must keep in
mind that China is
also a land of forced
labor camps. These
camps constitute a
Chinese Gulag - the
laogai - filled with an
estimated 4 million
to 6 million prison-
ers, including tens
of thousands whose
only crime was to criticize publicly
the communist regime.

These are inconvenient facts for
those who want to do business with
Communist China, but the truth
about communism must be told.

Our Jewish brothers and sisters
understand what is at stake. They
understand that history must not be
forgotten lest it be repeated. They
keep reminding the world of the Ho-
locaust, crying, “Never again.” So
too must we remember the crimes
and the victims of communism.

The failure to separate fact from
fiction, and myth from reality,
when it comes to communism ex-
plains, in part, why it persists in
Cuba, where the regime silences
any opposition; in North Korea,

LEE
EDWARDS

where the people endure a totalitar-
ian nightmare; in Laos and Viet-
nam, where the most elementary
human rights are denied; and in
China, whose leaders still pretend
pro-democracy students weren’t
massacred in Tiananmen Square in
June 1989.

What is the truth about commu-
nism? That it failed to deliver on
every one of its promises from the
beginning.

It promised bread but produced
chronic food shortages and ration-
ing.

It pledged peace but sacrificed
young men in wars in far-off lands.

It guaranteed the peasants land
but delivered them into collectives.

Wherever they came to power,
communists killed - in the “killing
fields” of Cambodia, where one out
of the every six civilians perished,;
in the “re-education” camps” of
Vietnam, filled with as many as 1
million people out of a population of
20 million; with the tragic famines
that have decimated the population
of North Korea for half a century.

It is the mission of the Victims of
Communism Memorial Founda-
tion, of which I am honored to be
chairman, to educate this genera-
tion and future generations about
the history, philosophy and legacy
of communism.

Our first step was to build and
dedicate in June 2007 the world’s
first memorial to all the victims of
communism, more than 100 million
of them. It is located in Washing-
ton, just four blocks from the U.S.
Capitol.

Our second step is to build the
Global Museum on Communism,

the first museum on the Internet
that will tell the complete story of
communism from Karl Marx’s “The
Communist Manifesto” to current
events in communist countries
such as China and Cuba. The vir-
tual museum will be launched in
early 2009, on the 20th anniversary
of the fall of communism in Eastern
and Central Europe and the disinte-
gration of the Soviet empire.

Our third step will be the con-
struction of a bricks-and-mortar
museum - the United States Mu-
seum and Library on Communism
- in the Washington area.

Granted, it’s an ambitious pro-
gram, but the times call for bold-
ness and commitment. Commu-
nism is not dead but alive and all
too well in the captive nations of
China, Cuba, North Korea, Vietnam
and Laos.

Those who use communism to
maintain their power would like us
to forget the crimes and victims of
communism, past and present. This
we will not do, especially as we
celebrate the 50th observance of Na-
tional Captive Nations Week, a time
to pledge anew that never again will
nations and peoples permit so evil a
tyranny to terrorize the world.

Lee Edwards is distinguished fel-
low in conservative thought at The
Heritage Foundation and chairman
of the Victims of Communism Memo-
rial Foundation. Readers may write
to the author in care of The Heritage
Foundation, 214 Massachusetts Av-
enue NE, Washington, D.C. 20002.

Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune
Information Services
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Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

BUSINESSES

$55.60 Per Month

= S 2

AC & HEATING AIR CONDITIONING LU (RS AUTO PARTS

Johnson Air Gonditioning,
Heating & Sheet Metal

* Servicing All Air Conditioners

* All Sheet Metal Work Including

Duct Work
* Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air
Conditioning Parts,
Filters & Belts

1408 E.4th - 263-2980

Crossroads Refrigeration
Air Conditioning, Heating &
Ice Machines
We service all makes
and models!

Cell: (432 270-0501
24 Hour Service
TACLA26711C

27040

WARREN REFRIGERATION

AIR-HEAT-ICE
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL
10% oFF LABOR
(Limited Time)
Loran Warren

NATE Certified Service Technician
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

G & M Auto Care

Locally Owned
& Operated
Service 1972

263-1091

George & Mary
900 E. 3rd St. Big Spring

24817

A Modern Auto Dismantler

S WESTEX
'%
Since 1947

* 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
Spemallze in late model quality auto

pFore|gn and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports
utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.
1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000

GARAGE SALE CONCRETE CONCRETE

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

[¥]Rhino Linings

THE SPRAYED-ON LINER

26941

All Types Concrete Work

m Block & Brick Repair

Trenching & Tractor Service
& Landscaping

Tommy Gamphell
Concrete
Contractors

(432) 466-0623
(432) 935-3644

2006 Runnels
Big Spring, TX 79720

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.
Free Estimates
Benny Marquez-Owner

2615714

sTUCCO
" DRIVEWAYS
IE SIDEWALKS

emalHT] S

BLOCK FENCES
Chico and Sons
Concrete
(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez

Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

Carpet Tile Laminate Hardwood Vinyl

“All instock carpet
ON SALE!”
Come see us @ 2810 E.FM 700

Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm
432-268-0008

Hopper
Homes

v

" the carpet store

6609

J. T. Builders

Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile  Electrical
Plumbing * Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways * Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
2+ (432) 213-0882 Cell
fe (432) 935-6310 Res.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

L&R
Construction

Bathroom, Kitchen, Home
Remodeling, Repairs, Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Glass Block, Stone,
Painting, Counter Tops, Cabinets,
Drywall, Fencing, we can do it all.

Call 432-213-5540

or E-mail us at
Irconstruction@suddenlink.net

10831

HOME IMPROVEMENT INTERNET SERVICES LANDSCAPING

Home Repair
Tile - Sheetrock
Appliance Install

Free Estimates

432-816-6282

11338

RESTAURANT " Roorin  JK NAILSALON

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST INBIG SPRING

* Residential - Commercial
+Chainlink - Metal

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

nnnnn

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW 2nd St Big Spring, X

Westex Telecom
High Speed DSL

OR
Dial-Up Internet Access

Local
Customer Service

268-8800

31611

Cwr

HOURS OF OPERATION
M-Th - 11:00 am-2:00 pm = 4230 pm-8:00 pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 am-8:30 pm Suwnday - 11:00 am-8:00 pm

432-267-2895

Four Seasons
Insulation & Siding

7 Specializing In
Wall Insulation
Thermal
Replacement

o
©
™

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

BIG SPRING

Broker /| Owner

1600 S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction ¢
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile « Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez- Owner

Finest In ( ga
Fencing UL FNARY |
pyiast /) i

Wood & " |
Chainlink
//\’1\%

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist
BOB’'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

RS
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,
Minor Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

GARAGE SALE HOME IMPROVEMENT HOUSE LEVELING

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

Smith
Remodeling

All Your Remodel &
Repair Needs
Custom Kitchens
& Baths

Call Ric

432-511-2004

12461

B & B House Leveling

Foundation Repair
Solid Slab « Pier & Beam < Concrete Piers

Insurance Claims Welcome

“Family Owned and Operated 50 Years"
San Angelo, TX

6942

329-693-17517
Or Toll Free

1-866-693-7757

We Dig
And Move
Trees, Lot
Clearing.

Call Us For Your Landscaping Needs
Decker Farm Supply

& Nursery
Stanton ¢ 756-3444

Hal
LAWN SERVICE

* Weed Eating
* Edging * Mowing

CALL HENRY

10733

MOW YARDS AND ALLEYS
HAULING, TILLING,
TREE TRIMMING,
CLEAR STORAGE SHEDS,
0DD JOBS

cALL 267-5460 OR
ceLL 816-6150

(432) 268-306%

Scoggin Lawn Service

Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

Pedicure: $21.99

Manicure: $11.99

Full Set: 9$20.00 & Up

Refill: $13.99 & Up
SPECIAL

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00
Big Spring Area
264-9515

¢ Hedge Trimming ¢ Tree Trimming
* Flower Beds Cleaned ¢ Alleys Cleaned
» All Types Of Hauling
o All Types Of Odd Jobs

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
or 832-558-0281

Free Estimates - Senior Discounts
All Work Guaranteed 235>

Solar Nails: $29.00
111E. MarcyDr.Ste 110 (4321 263-624%

(Next To Wal-Mart)

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4033

(432) 213-0391 cell
lane@bondwebs.com

SUBSCRIPTION TREE TRIMMING

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
DELIVERED?

CALL

432-263-1331

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
For Tree Trimming
and removal.

Call
Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

JOHII;I(I;I(;{FFI‘II\}(()}RES 10 olia hal a []]] Southwestern A-1 Pest VENTURA
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel. / v/,/ Control COMPANY
All type of repairs! : /{ ’/ Since 432-267-2655

1954
(432) 263 - 0441

Max F. Moore
2008 Birdwell Lane
swal pc.com New Website

mm@swalpc.com  Check It Out !!

Houses ¢ Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

Reduced
1003, 1011 E. 11th
11th Place Shopping

Center For Sale

THIS SPAGE
COULD BE
YOURS

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty

WISIT US ONLINE

www.bigspringherald.com

28560
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WHEELS

First
Look

2009 Mustang
45th Edition

The 2009 Ford Mustang
is so new, very little infor-
mation has been released
about it.

Very few have seen it,
and fewer still have had

torque) with the same
transmission offerings.
The styling changes are
subtle, but with very ret-
ro cues from the original
Mustang first introduced

the oppor- on April 17,
tunity to 1964 at the
drive it. World’s Fair
T his in New York.
week, I @ipg Nj By the end
had the al White of that year,
chance to = Ford had al-
spend a 4 ready  sold
week Dbe- a quarter-
hind the million units
wheel of a of the model
brand new that would go
45th  Edi- on to become
tion Mus- a muscle car
tang GT icon.

Convert- One of the

ible and I'm taking our
readers along for the ride.

Here’s what I can tell you.
It’s still available in coupe
and convertible body styles
— both offered in base and
GT trim lines.

Base models are powered
by a 4.0-liter V-6 engine
(210 horsepower/240 1bs.-ft.
torque) and mated to five-
speed manual or optional
five-speed automatic trans-
mission.

The GT is powered by a
4.6-liter V-8 engine (300
horsepower/320 Ibs.-ft.

VW’s choice
eases
Chattanooga’s
past auto snubs

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.
(AP) — When Volkswagen
said yes, a city that shed
its reputation for dirty air
to become a top outdoors
destination forgot years of
frustrating rejections by
automakers.

Volkswagen’s plans to
build a $1 billion assembly
plant and create 2,000 jobs
in Chattanooga had radio
listeners rejoicing on call-
in shows, businesses hang-
ing welcome signsand U.S.
Sen. Bob Corker declaring
the city “will never be the
same again.”

University of Tennessee
economist Bill Fox said
spinoff jobs in Tennessee
and neighboring corners
of Georgia and Alabama
would probably total more
than 10,000. It’s a welcome
blast of attention for a city
that once had the dirti-
est air in the country. In
1969, the U.S. Department
of Health, Education and
Welfare ranked it No. 1 in
particulate air pollution,
thanks to smoke-belching
foundries trapped by sur-
rounding mountains.

¢ Philly Cheesesticks
e Funnel Cakes
* Handdirred Corn Dogs
at

County Treasures
Mall

207 N. Gregg
714-4256

12364

most notable elements of
the ‘09 exterior is the spe-
cial “45th Edition” badg-
ing on the front quarter
panel that includes the
pony jumping through a
horseshoe with the “45th

Edition Mustang” written
beneath.

Like the exterior, interi-
or changes are also subtle.
There is a premium pack-
age offered featuring two-
tone seat trim and Ford
is continuing to offer the
1,000-watt and 500-watt
Shaker audio system up-
grades.

My test vehicle was also
equipped with the optional
navigation system, which
I absolutely, positively
recommend.

That and Sync, Ford’s
hands-free communica-
tion and entertainment
software system, are two
“must have” options. If
you aren’t familiar with
Sync, it is worth stopping
into your local Ford deal-
ership and asking for a
demonstration. With just
a push of a button, you
can receive or make phone
calls from your Bluetooth-

THE NUTS AND BOLTS

THE NUTS AND BOLTS

MODEL:

2009 Ford Mustang

5-seat coupe, convertible

Rear-wheel drive

Trim packages:

Base, GT

ENGINE:

4.0-L V6 (210 hp/240 torque)

4.6-L V8 (300 hp/320 torque)

TRANSMISSION:

5-speed manual

5-speed automatic

EPA: 17/15 mpg city, 26/23 mpg
highway (V6/V8)

FUEL: Regular unleaded

‘09 Ford Mustang Coupe with optional glass roof.

SUSPENSION: MacPherson
struts with reverse “L” lower con-
trol arms, stabilizer bar (front);
constant-rate coil springs, 3-link
design with Panhard rod (rear)
with hydraulic gas-pressurized
outboard mounted shocks.

BRAKES: ABS with traction
control system.

LENGTH: 188 inches

WHEELBASE: 107.1 inches

WIDTH: 73.9 inches

HEIGHT: 55.7 inches

TRACK: 61.9/62.5

(front/rear)

FUEL TANK: 16 gallons

Boh Brock Lincoin Mercury

2008 Lincoln Town Car Signature Limited

2
ToCN00Se
From

-"ffff{(ﬂ(lfﬂﬂiﬂff?‘ Ve

oe 8500
S Cash Back

2008 Lincoln Navigators

To
“" 510,000 cash Back

Boh Brock Lincoln Mercury

500 W. 4th

267-7424

enabled cell phone, change
the radio station, access
your iPod or MP3 player,
ask the navigation system
to find the nearest fuel
station or restaurant and
many other things. I high-
ly recommend it.

Getting back to the ‘09
Mustang. I can also tell
you the GT is an abso-
lute blast to drive. I love
the low rumble sound of
the twin tailpiles and the
short-throw manual trans-
mission is made for an
open country road with a

lot of twisties.

Mustang fans — and mus-
cle car enthusiasts in gen-
eral — will certainly enjoy
the performance of the GT.
And since it only rained
once during the week, I ac-
tually had a chance to put
the top down (which is a
first, seeing as how I usu-
ally only get a convertible
to test drive during mon-
soon season).

I’'ve had a lot of compli-
ments on the car this week
as I've driven it around
town. Everyone wants to

know more about it and
all make a point to ex-
press their approval. Two
thumbs up for Ford. The
’09 Mustang is definitely
on my “must drive” list.

Neal White has been cov-
ering the automotive indus-
try for more than 15 years
and is affiliated with the
Texas Auto Writers Asso-
ciation and the Midwest
Automotive Media Asso-
ciation. Comments may be
sent to Neal at neal.white@
wninews.com.

1900 E. FM 700
432-263-1a41

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Big Spring, Tk 79720

S

We ﬂjojoreciate Your ‘Business

< Higginbotham-Bartiett Co.

Would like to invite you to come and have lunch with us
Friday, July 18th, 2008
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NOW THRU

MILLIUNS IN NEW REDUCTIONS JUST TAKEN
ON SUMMER MERCHANDISE!

Total savings off
original prices.

ON ENTIRE STOCK RED-TIGKET CLEARANGE
WHEN YQU USE YOUR BONUS GOUPONS!

SUMMER SAVINGS COUPON - VALID THRU JULY 22

0% OFF

ANY SINGLE ITEM
REG.-PRICE, SALE OR CLEARANGE

*Not vaild on Clinique, Estée Lauder, Lancéme, formalwear rental,
gift cards or previous purchases. Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase.
Cannot be combined with other coupons or private savings offers.

| BEALLS

1

41766520

_________________ _|

Effective thru July 22, 2008. Total savings off original prices. Interim markdowns may have been taken. Selection may vary by store.

MONDAY - SRTURDAY 10:00 A.M. - 9:00 PM. SUNDAY 12:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.

Beall Hours:
INSIDE THE BIG SPRING MALL

SUMMER SAVINGS COUPON - VALID THRU JULY 22

0% OFF

ANY SINGLE ITEM
REG.-PRICE, SALE OR CLEARANGE

*Not vaild on Clinique, Estée Lauder, Lancéme, formalwear rental,
gift cards or previous purchases. Must relinquish coupon at time of purchase.
Cannot be combined with other coupons or private savings offers.

1

41766520

| BEALLS

12241 $
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Miscellaneous

PINE HUGE poster bedroom
set, 6-pc. Solidwood, dove-
tailed, List $3250. TAKE $890.
806-438-0081........cccceeveeeennnnne
BRAND NEW Select Number
air mattress, dual control, ad-
just comfort level, must move
$895. 806-438-0081.

Mobile Homes

MUST BE MOVED- Large
Doublewide- 3 Bdrm, 2 bath
with 2 living areas. $59,500.00.
Call (432)756-3865, 634-6414.

FAMILY PET Goats. Females
& Males, Babies and Adults.
Boar Goats. Please call
(432)816-1540 for more info.

NEW
MAHINDRA
TRACTORS

6011 E. Hwy. 80
Midland, TX
(Take exit 144 off 1-20,
located on N. Service Rd.
of Bus. 20.)

Full service dealership
Hours 8am-6pm M-F
8am-noon Sat.
CULTIVATE YOUR DREAMS
0% interest up to 60 Months on
selected models. Mahindra
Tractors have better traction,
stability and control. Mahindra
will push more, pull more and

lift more.
www.beenetractors.com

FAMILY PET Goats. Females
& Males, Babies and Adults.
Boar Goats. Please call
(432)816-1540 for more info.

FREE TO good home Red
Nose Pit Bull, between 9
months & 1 year old. Has be
neutered and has all its shots
up to date. Very loving and
gentle. Call 432-816-6750.

GERMAN SHEPHERD pup-
pies. AKC papers. 6 weeks
old, $325. each, with white fe-
male pup. $750, or o.b.o.
(432)517-0078.

MINIATURE & Toy poodles.
No papers. Parents on prem-
ise. Males, $200. Female,
$250. Call (432)267-1924
(432)213-1773.

Real Estate for Rent

1409 MT. VERNON. 3 Bed-
room, 1 bath, NEW kitchen,
large living area, CH/A, laundry
room, fenced yard. 12 Month
Lease. $700. Month, $700. de-
posit. Call  432-263-8005,
816-1330.

1909 NORTH Monticello. 3
Bedroom, 1 bath. Washer/dryer
hook-ups. $700. month, $600.
deposit. 6 Month lease. Call
(432)264-6611.

ALL BILLS PAID- 2 Bdrm, 1
bath, stove & refrigerator, Ref.
Air. Recently Remodeled. Ref-
erences will be required and
checked. $200 Deposit, $550

per month. 1500 BIk Syca-
more.  Will  Accept HUD.
432-270-0703, 432-263-0703
after 5pm.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

ELK HUNTING and
TROUT FISHING
within 5 min. from

this irrigated 35 ac’s.

Stream, Mtn. Views

South Fork Co.
$319,000
970-946-4633  ..:s

1804 SETTLES- 2 Bdrm, 1
bath, fenced backyard. Needs
a little TLC. $16,000.00. No
Owner Financing. Call
(409)553-1373, (409)553-0011.

1998 OAKCREEK Mobile
Home 18X80 in Forsan ISD-
MUST BE MOVED. 3 Bdrm, 2
bath. Like New in. $40,000.00
OBO. No Owner Financing.
Call (432)457-0160.

2 BDRM, 2 bath home on 1.07
acres. 1388sf. Tubbs Addition.
510 Jeffrey Road. No Owner
Finance. Asking $50,000. Call
325-728-2289.

2715 CENTRAL Drive 3/2 with
fireplace, fenced yard and
shop. $139,500.00. Owner will
finance with 10% down. $1215.
Monthly. Call (512)940-5200 or
(432)631-8100.

3/2 Home 2400 sq. feet with
double garage on .8 acres near
Tubbs addition. Forsan ISD.
$169,500.00. Additional acre-
age available. Possible Owner
Financing. 512-940-5200,
432-631-8100.

3241 DREXEL Ave. 3/2, ga-
rage, fireplace and fenced
yard. $99,500.00. Owner will
Finance with 10% down.
$865.00 Monthly. Call
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved.
Saba County. Beautiful Ranch.
$5,500,000.00. Call
903-326-4851, 903-872-2022
or 325-623-5651.

A REAL PROFIT MAKER
FULL SERVICE
BRUSHLESS CAR WASH
PLUS 5 SELF-SERVE
WASH BAYS
4 VAC STATIONS
PLUS 8 DETAIL STALLS
2 Self-service Shampoo Ma-
chines and Vending Machines.

Self Service Air.
Located on Full
220'x240’ Paved.
Details and Price
Bill Chrane
432-213-0426
Big Spring, Texas

BEAUTIFUL 4 bedroom, 2
bath, 2,375 sq. ft. home on 5
acres! Coahoma Schools, 2
fenced pastures, barn w/ 2 cor-
rals, storage building.
$182,000. Call (432)393-5694.

BY OWNER/ No Financing:
Coahoma ISD, 2 bdr., 1 bath
house on approx. half acre.
Call 432-267-2907.

City Block

COVERED CAR lot and office
for rent. Lighted and secure.

Great Location. Call
(432)264-8924 for more de-
tails.

REMINISCE INN

Sterling City, Texas
42 miles South of Big Spring
on Hwy 87 North
Rooms for RENT:
Daily & Weekly Rates
325-450-5455
Denise Turner

ROOMS FOR Rent. 1-$500.00

month  plus  deposit and
1-$400.00 month plus deposit.
For more information call
Henry, 432-213-4444.
SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
1 & 2 Bedrooms
11 Now Available !N
THE OFFICE Building, 710

Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250.
per month with bills paid. Call
(432)770-5656 or
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

WE STILL have a few RV
spaces for rent 3/4 mile from
refinery. $250.00 Month, you
pay Electric. For information
call (432)466-0415.

Real Estate for Sale

BY OWNER 3 Bdrm 2 bath.
2318 Brent Drive. Owner/Agent
Call 432-264-8166 or
432-935-6516.

1107 MULBERRY 3/1 with 720
square foot 2 bay shop.
$59,500.00. Owner will finance
with 10% down. $520 Monthly.
Call (512)940-5200 or

(432)631-8100.

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
3299 MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

AFFORDABLE NEW LIST-
ING...3/2 energy efficient home
off the beaten path. Extra nice
2408 Alamesa, MLS#74922
HOME REALTORS
432-263-1284.

“HISTORIC DISTRICT” Build-
ing Downtown. Two-Three
Separate  businesses. 6000
Square feet. 98% Refurbished.
Owner Financing. 10% down

plus terms. $150K. Call
(432)264-8048.

INVESTOR SPECIAL- 1319
Sycamore. 3 Bdrm, 1 bath,

Ref. Air & central heat, fenced,
washer & dryer connection.
Corner Lot. Recently Remod-
eled. This is a Nice Rental
Property. $32,500. Firm Cash.
432-270-0703, 432-263-0703.
After 5pm. Serious Inquires
Only Please.

INVESTMENT PROPERTY,
$35,000. Currently rented. 104
Circle Street. 3 bedroom, 1
bath, 1015 sqg. ft. CH/A. Cur-
rent income $425. month. No
Owner Finance.
(432)816-1464.

NEED A beautiful 4 Bedroom,
2-1/2 bath Spacious home?
Looking for a quiet, country
feeling atmosphere in an awe-
some  neighborhood?  Call
Janet @ Home Realtors
(432)267-4147 or 213-5454.

OWNER FINANCED-Easy
Terms. 1307 Mt. Vernon, 510
State Street, and 3450 Ranch
33. Call TruStar Realty
(432)264-8166.

OWNER FINANCE Home. 501
Union. Three bedroom, one
bath, two living areas, Priced to
Selll $32,000. $2,000 down.
$400. month. Nearly updated
carpet & tile. Call Patience
(432)349-5242.

ALL BILLS PAID

538 Westover

263-1252

Housing Assistance Accepted

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Capricorn moon has a
no-slackers policy. She
instructs, as a Zen master
might, 6 —
through the
rigors of dis-
cipline,
organization
and hard
work. Yet
it's the sum-
mer season

of relax-
ation. Not to Hovripay
worry. We MATHIS

can settle in
and get com-
fortable in our seats by
staying focused and
engaged in the most
rewarding aspects of our
work.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). There are generally
helpful people around
you, but what you need is
extremely specific. Will
you be able to find the
specialist who is perfect
for your situation? Start
affirming and that person
appears.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). See the positive side
of people and let their
small mistakes and inac-
curacies slide. On the
lesser issues, it is better
to be wrong and having a
good time than to be
unhappily right.

GEMINI (May 21-June

21). Honesty is easy when
you're comfortable with
yourself. You let loved
ones see who you really
are and request the same
of them. Romantic excite-
ment involves someone
who's mad about you --
possibly a Capricorn.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). There's some struggle
over the question of who's
going to call the shots.
Promises are dangerous.
Only commit to what
you're absolutely sure
you'll be able to do.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You donit like asking for
help, but do it anyway.
People like you even more
after they have helped
you than they did before.
Tonight, younger people
are your teachers, happy
to share knowledge.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). With your insatiable
curiosity, you draw oth-
ers out. It's inspiring for
you to listen to their tales
of tragedy and triumph.
Tonight, think about your
own story and take pleas-
ure in the uniqueness of
it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
If you don't think you
have all the information
you need, don't worry.
You know all that's neces-
sary. Your feelings tell
you which way to go, and

there is no additional
information that will
change what you know in

your gut.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). That fire sign you
know (Aries, Leo or
Sagittarius) can sure get
your temperature rising.
For better or worse, life
gets a lot more interesting
when this person is
around. Your passionate
intensity is admired.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). A perfectly effi-
cient working environ-
ment is easy for you to
function in, and also quite
boring. You need the
stimulus of a creative
project with potential to
be chaotic and lucrative.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Your family
wants the same quality of
attention you give to your
work. And though they
won't pay you for it in
monetary terms, they pay
you in ways that heal
your heart.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). You're in charge of
your own schedule,
though it won't feel that
way if you keep answer-
ing the phone and your e-
mail in real time. Take
steps to make yourself
interruption proof.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You have an untamed

drive to entertain.
Hopefully you'll find a
way to do it that doesn't
inspire shock or fear.
What you're really going
for is laughter and lots of
it. The group you're in
could use a little lighten-
ing up.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Blood runs much thicker
than water for Cancer
people, as the daughter of
Richard Pryor, Rain,
knows. Her family her-
itage, Jewish and African-
American, has informed
most of her professional
endeavors to date, influ-
encing both her acting
and her writing. A come-
dienne in her own right,
this Cancer has tapped
the best of her roots and
made her identity her
own.

Holiday Mathis is the
author of "Rock Your
Stars." If you would like to
write to her, please go to
wwuw.creators.com  and
click on "Write the Author"
on the Holiday Mathis
page, or you may send her
a postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2008 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox -: Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: My father-
in-law has lung cancer,
and for over six months I
took him to all his doctor
appointments and treat-
ments. Then he called
me, saying he no longer
needed my help, that he
had someone else to do
the driving and run the
errands. I found out later
he was mad at my hus-
band over some incident
that had nothing to do
with me.

I have had no contact
with him since. I don't
feel I should be punished
for something I didn't do.
Last week, his youngest
daughter called me,
informing me that my
father-in-law now thinks I
hate him, so he hates me,
too. She asked that I
make amends since his
cancer has gotten worse
and his days seem num-
bered.

What am I supposed to
apologize for? I might add
that my father-in-law is
extremely immature and
often acts like a spoiled

Real Estate for Sale

REALLY COOL House and
Barn- Forsan ISD. 2/2, fenced
yard, 8 stall barn, enclosed
large feed and tack room,
working round pen, arena and
RV cover. By appointment only
432-714-4555.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND.
Any Condition. Tax Liens No
Problem. Call (512)940-5200,
432-631-8100.

Vehicles

2002 YAMAHA Roadstar Sil-
verado. Like new condition.
15000 Miles on bike, 800 miles
on tires. $7,000.00. Call after
6:30pm cell (432)553-3876 or
(432)267-1090.

2003 FORD Super Cab 6.0,
18mpg, 100k miles. Well kept,
never worked. New tires.
$14,300.00. Big Spring
(361)815-2814 or
(432)528-6834.

Legals

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters of Administration for the Es-
tate of Steven Fredrick Madry, De-
ceased, were issued on July 9,
2008, in Cause No. P-13656, pend-
ing in the County Court of Howard
County, Texas, to: Wendy Kane
Walker.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to pre-
sent them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

c/o: Wendy Kane Walker

P.O. Drawer 2117

Big Spring, Texas 79721-2117
DATED the 15 day of July, 2008.
C.E. (Mike) Thomas Ill

Attorney for Wendy Kane Walker
State Bar No.: 19845200

Attorney At Law

P.O. Drawer 2117

Big Spring, Texas 79721

Telephone: (432)263-4142
Facsimile: (432)267-2763

#5848 July 20, 2008.

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

brat if he doesn't get his
way. I used to cook for
my in-laws until my
mother-in-law negatively
critiqued my cooking one
time too many. I no
longer waste my time. I
have an extremely weak
relationship with my hus-
band's siblings. Any sug-
gestions would be helpful,
as I have lost total respect
for these people. -- C.
Dear C.: It sounds like
you and your in-laws are
a good match. You each
take offense easily and
hold grudges. You don't
have to apologize to your
father-in-law in order to
"make amends." You sim-
ply need to forgive him.
You may not have many
more chances to do this,
so please find a way to let
go of the unpleasantness
not only for his sake, but
for yours and your hus-
band's. Pick up the
phone. Ask how he's feel-
ing. Say nothing about
your disappointment or
his attitude. You'll feel

better.
Dear Annie: June would
have been my 50th

anniversary, but my won-
derful husband passed
away in February. We
had been working on a
special Christmas card
when he became too ill to
continue. We were going
to send everyone on our
list a combined picture of
us in our wedding attire
and us now. We had so
much fun finding the
right photos and making
copies, and needless to
say, my heart is broken
that we did not make it.

I have been sending
thank-you cards to some
of our friends who were
so kind to me during this
awful time, and I've been
including the picture that
we intended to use in the
Christmas card. My
daughters-in-law think I
should not be doing that.
They say I should send
out the Christmas card as
originally planned, but,
Annie, I just don't think I
can do that. In fact, I

don't know that I'll be
able to send out any
Christmas cards at all.

Are my daughters-in-
law right? Should I stop
sending the picture with
the thank-you cards? I
still have friends to write.
-- Heartbroken

Dear Heartbroken:
Please continue to send
the picture. Your friends
will cherish the memen-
to, and sending it obvi-
ously brings you some
comfort. If, when
Christmas comes around,
you would like to send
the picture to those who
don't yet have it, by all
means do so, but you
should not feel pressured.
By anyone.

Dear Annie: I can relate
to "Totally Lost," who is
losing interest in his wife
because she's gained a
great deal of weight. After
having three children and
gaining more than 100
pounds during those preg-
nancies, a thyroid test
showed that my metabo-
lism was in the dirt. After
getting on medication,
my chronic depression
disappeared, I was no
longer tired, and I was
eager to do something
about my weight. As soon
as "Worried" takes his
wife to the doctor for a
full checkup, he needs to
give himself a swift kick
in the rear for being such
a jerk and start being sup-
portive of the woman who
has given him the great-
est gift he'll ever receive:
his children. -- Erin in
Washington State

Dear Erin: Thank you
for putting things in per-
spective.

Dear Annie: My hus-
band and his father call
each other nonstop and
talk about absolutely
nothing. My husband
tells his dad what kind of
money we make, what
we're doing, if we're
going somewhere, what
we are fixing to eat, what
we are going to watch on
TV, and on and on.

If they can't reach each
other within five
attempts, they start to
phone everyone in the
family. My husband
treats me the same way. I
have to keep my cell
phone on 24 hours a day
because if he can't locate
me repeatedly in a 10-
minute period, he
becomes furious. And it's
invariably because he
wanted to tell me a joke
or something equally
unimportant. On one
occasion, I was paying for
gasoline and he called 19
times before I got back

into my car where I'd left
my cell phone.

What's even more
annoying is that my hus-
band and I will make a
decision about some-
thing, but if his father
disagrees, my husband
will change his mind and
side with Dad.

Iam a very private per-
son and don't want his
father knowing my busi-
ness. What's wrong with
this picture? -- Going
Nuts in Oklahoma

Dear Oklahoma: You
know what's wrong. Now
you have to decide what
you are going to do about
it. Your husband and his
father are so enmeshed
that it is unlikely you
will separate them, espe-
cially if your husband is
unwilling to admit it's
necessary. The main
problem is not the over-
communication. It's that
your husband takes his
father's side over yours.
Gentle discussion may
help him understand why
this is detrimental to
your marriage.
Counseling would be
helpful, but if he won't go,
go without him and find
ways to work on his
behavior and your reac-
tion, so it becomes less
annoying.

Dear Annie: Some
months ago, you printed
letters from children
whose fathers had left
their families for another
woman. Recently, you
printed a letter from
"Heartbroken in the
South," whose husband
went searching for a one-
night stand. She asked,
"How can an intelligent,
educated man who sup-
posedly loves his wife
actually go through with
such an unspeakable act?"

I wonder if you have
received any letters from
men who have committed
some of these "unspeak-
able acts" -- and whether
they felt justified? I might
feel better about my own
husband's abandonment
if T understood why he
thought it was his only
recourse. -- DPN

Dear DPN: How about
it, men? Want to help her
out with your reasoning?

Annie's Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail
your questions to annies-
mailbox@comecast.net, or
write to: Annie's Mailbox,
P.O. Box 118190, Chicago,
IL 60611.

© 2008 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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Iraq’s al-Qaida fighters now ‘furtive terrorists’

By ROBERT BURNS
AP Military Writer

COMBAT OUTPOST
COPPER, Iraq — It’s qui-
et around here in farm
country, south of Baghdad
where al-Qaida once held
sway. JustmonthsagoU.S.
foot patrols through the
wheat fields nearby would
regularly draw fire — if
the soldiers managed first
to elude al-Qaida-planted
roadside bombs.

“The difference is night
and day,” says Capt.
George Morris, 26. He and
his soldiers in Bravo Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion, 502nd
Infantry Regiment, 101st
Airborne Division walked
the area this week to visit
a handful of farm families
five miles east of the town
of Latifiyah, not far from
the Tigris River.

And it’s not just here.
Throughout the country,
al-Qaida in Iraq, an insur-
gent organization thought
to be affiliated with the
global terrorist network
but comprised mainly of
Iraqis, has lost so much
clout it is close to becom-
ing irrelevant to the out-
come of the war. The group
has not been eliminated,
however, leaving open the
possibility of resurgence if
the Iraqi government fails
to follow up the military
gains with civilian servic-
es like the irrigation that’s
badly needed here.

When President Bush an-
nounced in January 2007
that he was sending more
than 21,000 extra U.S. com-
bat troops to Iraq — mostly
to the Baghdad area — as
part of a new approach to
fighting the insurgency,
commanders said their
No. 1 focus was degrading
al-Qaida’s ability to foment
sectarian violence.

In the Latifiyah area,

it’s not hard to see that
goal appears to have been
achieved — an accom-
plishment that adds to the
expectation that Bush will
be able to further reduce
U.S. troop levels this fall.

Iragi Army Capt. Jas-
sim Hussein al-Shamari,
whose men were part of
Morris’ foot patrol, has
one explanation for al-Qai-
da’s fall.

“The people themselves
will turn over the terror-
ists” if they show them-
selves, says al-Shamari.
He’s speaking through an
interpreter to Brig. Gen.
Jeffrey Buchanan, a depu-
ty commander of U.S. forc-
es in the swath of once-vi-
olent territory stretching
south of Baghdad from the
Iranian border to Anbar
province.

Buchanan sees it much
the same way.

“The people are fed up
with what they experi-
enced under (al-Qaida’s)
presence,” Buchanan
said, adding that the key
to keeping the terrorist
group down is having the
government in Baghdad
step in and provide more
essential services, like the
irrigation that farmers in
the Latifiyah area find in
short supply.

And there is a troubling
disconnect between the
central government and
local leaders.

“The link to the govern-
ment of Iraq is almost
nonexistent here,” Morris
said.

So it remains an open
question: Once U.S. com-
bat forces depart, when-
ever that may be, will al-
Qaida find an avenue for
resurgence? It is generally
accepted among U.S. offi-
cers and intelligence spe-
cialists that despite its de-
cline, al-Qaida will remain
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in Iraq at some level long
after the Americans are
gone. The group had no
meaningful foothold in the
country before U.S. forces
invaded in March 2003.

There is no available of-
ficial estimate of the num-
ber of al-Qaida fighters in
Irag. A U.S. intelligence
estimate early this year
put it at a maximum of
6,000, although it probably
has fallen far lower recent-
ly. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, U.S. officers said
in a series of Associated
Press interviews over the
past 10 days that so many
al-Qaida leaders have been
captured or Kkilled that its
remnants are ineffective.

Col. Al Batschelet, chief
of staff for the U.S. com-
mand overseeing military
operations in the Baghdad
area, said that once the
leadership began disap-
pearing, lower-level tech-
nicians were pressed into
duty.

That had the effect of
accelerating the group’s
decline: the technical ex-
perts were not as good at
organizing and executing
attacks, and by taking the
lead they exposed them-
selves to being captured or
killed. That, in turn, has
left even less-technically
skilled fighters to perform
the specialized work of
assembling bombs like al-
Qaida’s signature weapon,
the vehicle-borne impro-
vised explosive device, of-
ficers said.

The triggering mecha-
nisms of al-Qaida’s bombs
have become less sophis-
ticated and less effective,
Batschelet said. Also, vehi-
cle-borne IEDs used to con-
tain hundreds of pounds
of explosives, but they
now typically are only 25
pounds.

“They just can’t get the
material any more to do
what they want to do,”
Batschelet said. “But they

still try. So we are unable
to say that we’ve defeated
their will” to continue
their acts of violence.

Col. Bill Hickman, com-
mander of 2nd Brigade,
101st Airborne Division,
sees much the same thing
in the neighborhoods of
northwest Baghdad where
his soldiers have wit-
nessed a dramatic decline
in violence this year.

“There are still disrupt-
ed cells of al-Qaida in our
area,” he said in an inter-
view. “So they’re active,
but they’re not as effective
as they used to be. And
their IEDs are small IEDs
now.”

As for eliminating al-Qai-
da entirely in Iraq, “That’s
probably not achievable,”
said Batschelet.

Although U.S. and Iraqi
forces have put enormous
pressure on al-Qaida by
pursuing its leaders with
relentless raids informed
by improved intelligence
this year, an even more
important factor, argu-
ably, was the decision by
Sunni Arabs who had op-
posed the U.S. occupation
to ally with the Americans
against al-Qaida.

Whether those newfound
allies — dubbed Sons of
Iraq by their Americans
benefactors — remain in
opposition to the Sunni
extremists, or decide to
switch sides again, will
tell much about al-Qaida’s
future in Iraq.

Either way, however, the
moment seems to have
passed when al-Qaida
could prevail in this con-
flict. It has been forced out
of its original strongholds
in Anbar province, and
more recently it has lost
Baghdad and the northern
city of Mosul, although it
still can pull off a deadly at-
tack there and elsewhere.

Stephen Biddle, an Iraq
watcher in Washington
at the Council on Foreign
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Relations, said in an in-
terview that without an
urban hideout, al-Qaida is
reduced to the role of being
“furtive terrorists.”

“If they don’t have an ur-
ban area with a friendly
population that can enable
them to operate” — and
from which torecruit fight-

ers — “then they’re going
to be isolated terrorist ac-
tors,” Biddle said. Thus,
eliminating them entirely
need not be the goal of U.S.
commanders and the Iraqi
government.

“That’s not central to the
outcome of the war,” Bid-
dle said.

AP photo/Sebastian Abbot
U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Christopher Janis patrols a
street in west Baghdad’s Ghazaliyah neighborhood.
That soldiers are looking outside Iraq for a battle is a
testament to how much has changed from a year ago.
Attacks in Iraq were at their peak then, but have since
fallen to four-year lows.

Some U.S. soldiers
in Iraq yearn to
be in Afghan war

BAGHDAD (AP) — Spc.
Grover Gebhart has spent
nine months at a small post
on a Sunni-Shiite faultline
in western Baghdad. But
the 21-year-old soldier on
his first tour in Iraq feels
he’s missing the real war
— in Afghanistan, where
his brother is fighting the
Taliban.

With violence in Iraq
at its lowest level in four
years and the war in Af-
ghanistan at a peak, the
soldiers serving at patrol
station Maverick say Geb-
hart’s view is increasingly
common, especially among
younger soldiers looking
to prove themselves in
battle.

“I've heard it a lot since
I got here,” said 2nd Lt.
Karl Kuechenmeister, a
2007 West Point graduate
who arrived in Iraq about
a week ago.

Soldiers who have expe-
rienced combat stress note
that it is usually young
soldiers on their first tour
who most want to get on
the battlefield. They say
it is hard to communicate
the horrors of war to those
who haven’t actually expe-
rienced it.

“These kids are just being
young,” said Sgt. Christo-
pher Janis, who is only 23
but is on his third tour in
Iraq. “They say they want
to get into battle until they
do, and then they won’t
want it anymore.”

That soldiers are looking
elsewhere for a battle is a
testament to how much
Iraq has changed from a

year ago, when violence
was at its height. Now it’s
the lowest in four years,
thanks to the U.S. troop
surge, the turn by former
Sunni insurgents against
al-Qaida in Iraq, and Iraqi
government crackdowns
on Shiite militias.

At least 29 U.S. soldiers
died in Iraq last month,
and there were 19 deaths
in May — the Ilowest
monthly toll for American
troops since the war began
in March 2003. By com-
parison, in Afghanistan,
28 Americans died in June
and 17 in May, but there
are four times as many
U.S. troops in Iraq.

The relative calm is ap-
parent in Baghdad’s Ghaz-
aliyah neighborhood, pa-
trolled by troops stationed
at Maverick from the 1st
Squadron, 75th Cavalry
Regiment of the U.S. Ar-
my’s 101st Airborne Divi-
sion.

Instead of facing gunfire
and roadside bombs, the
soldiers’ armored Hum-
vees are chased by wav-
ing children as they weave
through streets crowded
with pedestrians out to
shop or just to stroll.

Some of Maverick’s
troops saw combat a few
months ago when they
helped the Iraqi army take
over the Ghazaliyah office
of anti-U.S. cleric Mugtada
al-Sadr in a battle complete
with gunfire and rocket-
propelled grenades.

But their days in Ghaz-
aliyah have mostly been
filled with routine patrols.

DON'T MISS SUNDAY'S PAPER...
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HAVE YOU BEEN WATCHING A WHOLE
LOT OF TV POLITICAL ADS, ELMO?

This Date
In History

Today is Thursday, July 17, the
199th day of 2008. There are 167
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On July 17, 1996, TWA Flight
800, a Paris-bound Boeing 747,
exploded and crashed off Long
Island, N.Y., shortly after leaving
John F. Kennedy International
Airport, Killing all 230 people
aboard.

On this date:

In 1821, Spain ceded Florida to
the United States.

In 1841, the British humor mag-
azine Punch was first published.

In 1918, Russia’s Czar Nicholas
II and his family were executed by
the Bolsheviks.

In 1938, aviator Douglas
Corrigan took off from New York,
saying he was headed for
California; he ended up in Ireland,
supposedly by accident, earning
the nickname “Wrong Way
Corrigan.”

In 1944, 322 people were killed
when a pair of ammunition ships
exploded in Port Chicago, Calif.

In 1948, Southern Democrats
opposed to the nomination of

President Truman met in
Birmingham, Ala., to endorse
South Carolina Gov. Strom
Thurmond.

In 1955, Disneyland opened to
the public in Anaheim, Calif.

In 1968, a coup in Iraq returned
the Baath Party to power, five
years after it was ousted.

In 1975, an Apollo spaceship
docked with a Soyuz spacecraft in
orbit in the first superpower link-
up of its kind.

In 1981, 114 people were killed
when a pair of walkways above the
lobby of the Kansas City Hyatt
Regency Hotel collapsed during a
“tea dance.”

One year ago: Senate Democrats
launched an all-night debate on the
Iraq war. VA Secretary Jim
Nicholson abruptly resigned in the
wake of charges of shoddy health
care for veterans injured in the
Iraq war.

Today’s Birthdays: TV personal-
ity Art Linkletter is 96. Comedian
Phyllis Diller is 91. The former
president of the International
Olympic Committee, Juan Antonio
Samaranch, is 88. Jazz singer
Jimmy Scott is 83. Actor Donald
Sutherland is 73. Actress-singer
Diahann Carroll is 73. Rock musi-
cian Spencer Davis is 66. Rock
musician Terry “Geezer” Butler
(Black Sabbath) is 59. Actress

Lucie Arnaz is 57. Actor David
Hasselhoff is 56. Rock musician
Fran Smith Jr. (The Hooters) is 56.
Singer Phoebe Snow is 56.
Television producer Mark Burnett
(“Survivor,” “The Apprentice”) is
48. Actress Nancy Giles is 48.
Singer Regina Belle is 45. Rock
musician Lou Barlow is 42. Hip-
hop singer Guru (Gang Starr) is 42.
Contemporary Christian singer
Susan Ashton is 41. Actor Jason
Clarke is 39. Singer JC (PM Dawn)
is 37. Rapper Sole’ is 35. Country
singer Luke Bryan is 32. Actor
Eric Winter is 32.

Thought for Today: “Life has
taught me that it is not for our
faults that we are disliked and
even hated, but for our qualities.”
— Bernard Berenson, Lithuanian-
American art critic and author

(1865-1959).
® 2008 The Associated Press.
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ACROSS 62 Racing family 12 Scores 39 Storage area
1 Cribbage name 15 Cookie-jar 41 Engage in __
piece 63 Tennis official tidbit of wills
4 Playing area 64 Paddington, 18 Voice a belief 42 Threshed
9 Emulate for one 20 Take back to grain
coyotes 65 Destitute zero 44 Less despotic
13 Cutting tool 66 Clothing line 24 French 45 Perrier rival
14 Present one’s infinitive 46 Examine
case DOWN 25 Praise thoroughly
15 Objet d’art 1 Out of style extravagantly 49 “That’s
16 Watch a 2 Ways to go 27 Shrine subjects obvious!”
37 Across 3 Reach 28 Jazz singer 50 Cooking herb
17 House-window 4 Miles away James 51 Popular
sign 5 Durable one 29 Gl offense lunch hr.
19 Have the lead 6 Self-centered 30 Welles role 52 Fictional
21 Puppy’s bite sort 31 Pick and whaler
22 Throbs 7 Gravy flaw choose 53 Miner’s
23 Holds in 8 Telephone trio 32 Pro opposer bonanza
high regard 9 Baseball-team 33 Baron’s 54 _ mater
25 Era member superior: Abbr. 55 Thick head
26 Program 10 Unrefined finds 37 Rec-room of hair
interruption 11 Sommelier’s collection 58 A good time
31 Subterranean concern 38 Angler's need 59 Give ita go
spot
34 Rpequiring 1 2 |3 5 [6 |7 |8 9 [10 [11 [12
payment

35 Pan Am rival

36 Bring together
37 Elmo fan,

maybe
38 Drum major’s

prop
40 ROTC grads
41 Major ISP
42 Femme __
43 Really quickly

47 Currier

colleague
48 Erode

52 Singer
Morissette

55 Med. scanner

56 Columbia
Pictures

cofounder

57 Blame
60 Salon stuff

61 Some account

execs
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