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Progress Edition
features Heroes

and Characters

This edition of the Big
Spring Herald features our
annual Progress Edition —
four-sections we've entitled
“Heroes and Characters of
the Crossroads.”

It features dozens of arti-
cles and photos of people who
have made a difference in
Big Spring and the surround-
ing communities. Some are
deceased; some have moved
on to other places; many are
still here, still making a dif-
ference in their day-to-day
lives.

In compiling these stories,
the intent was not to try and
include all of the “heroes and
characters” in the
Crossroads Area that
would be impossible. We all
have our own heroes, and we
all know a lot of characters.
Rather, it is a sampling of
various individuals and their
families from all walks of
life. Some of thom you know
learn about. w'l

We hope you enjoy reading
these articles as much as we
have enjoyed putting them
together for you.

WHAT’S UP...

MONDAY

J Big Spring Evening
Lions Club, 6:30 p.m., 1607
E. Third.

TUESDAY

J Intermediate line dance
classes, 9 a.m. Senior
Citizens Center.

J Big Spring Rotary Club,
noon, Howard College
Cactus Room.

WEDNESDAY

J Optimist Club, 7a.m.,
Howard College Cactus
Room.

3 Senior Circle Big Spring
Mall walkers meet 9:15 a.m.
in front of movie theater
~box office.

J Big Spring Downtown
Lions Club, noon, Howard
College Cactus Room.

Q Line dancing, 1 p.m.,
Senior Citizens Center,
Industrial Park.

THURSDAY

Q Gideons International,
Big Spring Camp No.
U42060, Hermans, 7 a.m.

J Big Spring Senior
Citizens Center Art Classes,
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. for 55 and
older.

J Kiwanis Club, noon,

See WHAT'S UP, Page 2A
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on Howard College agenda

By GINA GARZA
Staff Writer

Upcoming trustee elections

. will be among the topics at the

Howard College board of
trustees meeting Monday. The
meeting is set for 12:30 p.m. in
the board room inside the
Student Union Building.

Two incumbents are running
for re-election to their slots on
the board — Harold Davis, in
the District 3 seat and Don

McKinney, in the District 4
seat. Both are unopposed.

In the® at-large race, John
Freeman, owner of Freecom,
and Michael R. Niklasch, owner
of A&M Composites, have filed
hoping to fill the seat currently
held by Sue Partee. -

Freeman is a former chair-
man of the industrial education
program “at Howard College.
Niklasch came to Big Spring six

See COLLEGE, Page 3A

tiesnake being milked of its venom
at this years annual AMBUCS
Rattiesnake Roundup. The roundup
continues today from noon until 4
p.m. at the Howard County Fair
Grounds. Awards will be presented
at 5 p.m. An associated arts and
crafts show is also going on at the
sité until 6 p.m.

HERALD photo/Carl Graham

By CARL GRAHAM
Staff Writer

Search and Rescue operations
continued into a third day
Saturday for six-year old Dalton
Lee Harbour of Lomax.

Harbour, his 18-month-old sis-
ter and his mother were swept
away by flood waters early
Thursday morning in rain-
swollen Mustang Draw, about
16 miles southwest of Big
Spring.

The mother, Cindy Harbour,
managed to free herself from
the surgingwaters about a half-
mile downstream, then broke
into an unoccupied farmhouse
and called for help. The body of
the infant, Peyton Renee, was
discovered Thursday evening.

According to Department of
Public Safety officials, Cindy
Harbour was taking Dalton to
Elbow Elementary early
Thursday morning when she
attempted to drive through
water which was over the road.
A series of thunderstorms had
dumped up to seven inches of
i i e e g

She later told omculls the
vehicle began to be pushed by
the swift-moving water. She
advised the children to stay in
the car and she exited it to seek
help. However, before she could
get help, she was swept away
by the water, she told authori-
ties. B

Following a day-long search,
Peyton's body was discovered
by Randy Pierce and Wesley
Boren, relatrves, who were
searching the creek in a canoe.

The search for Dalton
resumed on Friday with cadav-
er dogs from the Erath County
Sheriff's Department joining
the Texas Department of Public
Service Dive Team, Texas
Department of Criminal Justice
correctional officers from the
Wallace Unit in Colorado City,
inmates from the Wilderness
Camp in Big Spring, Howard
County Sheriff's Office person-
nel, search helicopters and
planes as well as many other
volunteers on foot, horseback
and in all-terrain vehicles.

According to DPS public
information officer John
Barton, the group was joined

early Saturday morning by the
Thunderstorm Canine Search
and Rescue team from Abilene
in the joint effort to find
Harbour, who is presumed
drowned.

Lynn Dixon, one of the 12
divers deployed by DPS out of
Austin, said the ordeal might

last a while.
“Our intention is to stay here

till the boy in found,” said
Dixon. “Hopefully we will be
able to find him today but if not

Search continues for missing Elbow Elementary student

Lynn Dixon of Austin gives
the news media an update on

I would assume we will be back
out tomorrow (Sunday).”
DPS Sgt. Carey Matthews said

tragedy
“This type of incident tears at
your insides because most of us
have children of our own,” said
Matthews. “The first 24 hours
we had hope of finding the boy
alive but at this point we are
just trying to recover the body.
I would like to say that the peo-
ple we have are doing a good
concerted effort. The support
has just been tremendous.”
Food and beverages have
been donated from numerous
sources, including Bargain
Mart, Wal-Mart, Butcher Block,
HEB, Sonic Drive-Inn, Kent-

See TRAGEDY, Page 3A

Benefit account
set up for family

A benefit account has been
established at First Bank of
West Texas for Chad and
Cindy Harbour.

Donations to the account,
which will help pay for med-
ical and funeral expenses, can
be made at the Big Spring,
Coahoma or Loraine branches
of the bank.

Senate State Affairs Committee to convene Monday on Port-to-Plains

By GINA GARZA
Staff Writer

The Senate State Affairs
Committee will meet Monday at
10 am. at the Texas Tech
International Cultural Center,
601 Indiana Ave., Lubbock, to
discuss several items including
the Ports-to-Plains issue.

The meeting is expected to
last until about 1 p.m.

Ports-to-Plains Trade Corridor
is an alliance to open trade
routes — specifically along U.S.
87/127/U.S. 277 — between

come together to iinancially
support the coalition.

The plan has been listed as a
“high priority corridor” under
the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century (TEA-21),
making it eligible for federal
funding.

Portions of the corridor are
listed in the Texas Department
of 'n‘ansportation's Trunk
System, meaning they are
scheduled for improvements in

coming years.

The route originated along the
Texas-Mexico border between
Brownsville and Del Rio and
proceeded through San Angelo,
Big Spring, Lubbock, Amarillo
and on to Denver.

The corridor ties together the
Pacific Northwest, Canada,
Mexico, Denver and West
Texas.

It is also aligned with the
Texas Agri-Tech Corridor,

which promotes the trade of
raw materials and creates
value-added industry opportuni-
ties throughout West Texas.
“Ports-to-Plains and the Agri-
Tech Corridor are issues vital
to West Texas,” said State Sen.
Robert Duncan (R-Lubbock).
“Both of these trade corridors
will open so many doors to the
region, allowing us to take care
of our location and natural

Five Big Spring students advance to regional academic contest

.,-.Lueunun
News Editor

Big Spring High School will
be sending five individuals in
six events to regional competi-
tion following their successful
showing in the University

fourth .jn ready writing, and
will serve as first-alternate to
region. Others include Melissa
Sheedy, fifth in literary criti-
cism; Nathan Smith, sixth in
mathematics; and Hamilton
Hartfield, sixth in currént
issues and events.
Andrews High School won the
district title with 352 points.
Snyder was second with 332, fol-
lowed by San Angelo Lake View
with 184, Fort Stockton with
Spring with 152 and
with 113
Earlier in the week, Big
mm High School's one-act
production of “And They

Danced Real Slow in Jackson”
advanced to area competition
from the district meet. Also
advancing was Snyder High
School.

First through third place indi-
viduals and first place teams in
the academic meet were as fol-
lows:

Accounting: 1. Cara Best,
Snyder; 22 Amber Haurmeyer,
Snyder; 3. 'Ann l-hat Snyder.

Bonnie Roll, Andrews.

Calculator Team: 1. Andrews
(Joseph Ferguson, Aaron
Rogers, Bonnie Roll).

Computer Applications: 1.
Jennifer Bell, Snyder; 2. David
Graham, Lake View; 3. Kaycee
Marricle, Snyder.

Computer Science: 1. Trey
Gorman, Snyder; 2 Mark May,
Sweetwater; 3. Kathy Franco,
Fort Stockton.

Computer Science Team: 1.
m)mmm

Current Issues and Events: 1.

See STUDENTS, Page 3A




Mr. Daylong was born July 18,
1914, in Davis, Okla. He was the
son of Stella Theresa Pearson
Daylong and David Webster
Daylong. The family came to
Big Spring in 1914 and Mr.
Daylong was a lifetime resident
of Big Spring. He married Ester
Lovell May 16, 1936, in Big
Spring. He worked a number of
years as a truck driver for
Steere Tank Lines and later was
truck pusher for Earthco. He
also operated several service
stations in Big Spring. He was a
member of the First Assembly
of God Church. He was very
loved by his family and friends.
He is survived by his wife,
Ester Daylong of Big Spring;
three daughters, Wanda
Speaker (and her husband
Barry), of Lake Jackson, Jody
Washington of Odessa and
Donna Daylong of Big Spring;
one son, Preston Daylong (and
his wife Janet) of Big Spring;
one sister, Cozie Draper of
Abilene; two brothers, Jim
Daylong of Eastland and Andy
Daylong of Orlando, Calif.; 18
grandchildren, 20 great-grand-
children; one great-great grand-
son; and several nieces and
nephews.

In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by one
son, Albert Paul Daylong Jr.
and one brother, Johnny
Daylong.

Pallbearers will be Preston
Daylong, Paul McEvers, Shawn
Coker, Donna Daylong, Donnie
Jones and Abel Carrillo.

The family will be at 1317
Park. The arrangements are by
Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Paid obituary

David Henkell

Services for David Henkell,
84, of Big Spring, willbe 11 a.m.
Monday at Myers & Smith
Chapel with
Dr Doug
Shellev, pastor
of Eastside
Baptist
Church, offici-
ating. Burial
will be in the
P v r o

Cemetery at
Hermleigh

Mr. Henkell

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

211h & John=on 267-8288

David Hendell, 84, died
Friday. Funeral services will
be 11:00 AM, Monday at Myers
& Smith Chapel, with burial at
Pyron Cemetery.

Bull Daylong, 85, died
Saturday. Graveside services
will be 2:00 PM, Monday at

Trinity Memorial Park.

NALLEY-PICKLE
& WELCH

Funeral Home
Trinity Memorial Park
ard Crematory

. 906 Gregg St.
(915) 267-6331

Dalton Lee and Peyton
Renee “Peyt-Peyt™ Harbour,
died Thursday, March 23,
2000. Services will be 4:00
PM Tuesday, March 28, 2000
at First Baptist Church.
Interment will follow at

Trinity Memorial Park.
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He is survived by two sons,
Clarence Henkell of Big Spring
and Carl Henkell of Sweetwater;
four sisters, Maggie Gilliam of
Sanger, Calif., Mary Alice
Cajanek of Rockwall, Bert
Williams of Roscoe and Dorothy
Peterson of Hermleigh; four
grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

The family will be at 1608

:

, ' ments are by Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Dalton Lee Harbour
Peyton Renee Harbour

Dalton Lee and Peyton Renee
“Peyt-Peyt” Harbour, of Lomax,
died on Thursday, March 23,
2000. Funeral services will be at
4 p.m. Tuesday, March 28, 2000,
at the First Baptist Church of
Big Spring with Rev. Jesse
Colegrove, pastor of Birdwell
Lane Baptist Church, officiat-
ing. Interment will follow at
Trinity Memorial Park.

Dalton was born on Dec. 31,
1993, in Odessa, Texas, and
Peyton on Aug. 4, 1998, in
Odessa.

Dalton loved his little sister
and was her protector. He loved
John Deere tractors, remote
control vehicles and being out-
side. He was a great little work-
er and loved helping out. Dalton
was also attending Elbow
Elementary as a kindergarten
student.

Peyt-Peyt was always happy
and loved life. She also loved
Winnie the Pooh or “Pooh” as
she called him and always car-
ried her little pony “sassy”
everywhere with her. Peyton
loved ta play with her big broth-
er, older cousins and friends at
daycare.

Both children were also
actively involved in the chil-
dren’'s church at Birdwell Lane
Baptist.

Survivors include their par-
ents, Chad and Cindy Harbour
of Lomax, maternal grandpar-
ents Carl Clifton and Bonnie
Smith of Antlers, Okla.; pater-
nal grandfather Jerry Harbour
of Big Spring; paternal grand-
parents, Pat and Lea Gray of
Big Spring; maternal great-
grandmother Opal Lemons of
Marietta, Okla.; maternal great-
grandparents Rip and Juanita
Lewis of Big Spring; paternal
great-grandparents Robert and
Dee Harbour of Comanche; two
uncles and aunts, Tony and
Dianne Clifton of Colorado City
and Bryan and Sheryl Harbour
of Big Spring; and numerous
cousins and other loving family
members.

Arrangements are under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home.

Puid obituwary

HOTLINE

For showtimes call

263-2479

267-7043 or 263-6305 for more
information.

Census question
needs clearing

up by 2001
redistricting

NEW BRAUNFELS (AP) — A
federal court ruling is needed to
clarify which set of census
numbers should be used in state
legislative reapportionment, the
chairman of the Texas House
Redistricting Committee said
Friday.

If the matter isn’t cleared up,
a legal challenge to the Texas
Legislature’s redistricting plan
next year is likely, said state
Rep. Delwin Jones, R-Lubbock.

The 2000 census will produce
an actual count and a popula-
tion tally based on statistical
sampling adjusted to include
people who may have been
missed by the traditional count-
ing method. The 1990 census
missed an estimated 4 million
Americans.

Although the U.S. Supreme
Court has ruled statistical sam-
pling counts cannot be used in
congressional reapportionment,
it has not been specified
whether sampling should be
used in state redistricting.

“Do you use the adjusted
count or do you use exact?”’
Jones said. “So if you use either

of those for drawing the dis- -
tricts the-ether side is going to

file suit to contest it.”

Democrats have been advo-
cates of sampling because many
of those who were undercount-
ed in the last census were
minorities who tend to vote
Democrat. Many Republicans
have said they prefer the actual
count.

“I'm advocating that we get a
court ruling prior to the process
being done stating which set of
figures to use, and that would
eliminate one possibility of a
lawsuit,” Jones said.

A congressional directive also
might settle the matter, said

Jones, speaking to the New

Braunfels Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Texas
Legislative Conference.

Redistricting is the redrawing
of geographic boundaries used
in electing legislative, congres-
sional and other representative
officials. It is done every 10
years using the population
count of the most recent census.

Each redistricting plan in
Texas dating back to 1971 has
been the subject of a lawsuit.

The Census Bureau has until
April 1, 2001, to deliver the 2000
census data. The state would
probably need to begin seeking
a federal court opinion by the
end of this year to have the mat-
ter settled in time for redistrict-
ing, Jones said.

About 17 million people were
counted in Texas in the 1990
census.

It is estimated the state’s pop-
ulation since then has grown
more than 20 percent to more

ALLAN’S
FURNITURE

100 Miles Free Delivery
202 Scurry PH. 267-6278
Big Spring, Texas
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Ware, program
director for the ;Texas
Legislative ang
san state A =

“The problem is, that growth

percent, it's really
ground to the rest of the dis-
tricts in the state.”

Ware urged Texans to voice
their opinions on redistricting
at public hearings being held
around the state this year by
Texas Hous¢ and Sepate com-
mittees. - xY .

To ensure an accurate census
count, Jones said, all Texans
should be sure to fill out their
census forms.

“Get it back in,” he said,
“because that is critical in your
representation.”

NAACP says
Confederate flag
image should be
removed from
Texas building

FORT WORTH (AP) — The
NAACP is calling on Gov.
George W. Bush to remove an
image of the Confederate flag
from the Texas Supreme Court
building.

NAACP President Kweisi
Mfume said Bush should push
for the removal because it’s the
morally right thing to do — not
because the civil rights group
may organize a tourism boycott
on Texas similar to one in
South Carolina.

“I would hope the governor
does not need the NAACP to
appeal to him, but that his heart
would appeal to him,” Mfume
said. “The intolerance the flag
represents should not be con-
doned in any public building.”

ST TR L e
regdibhh ! of !
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
in Fort Worth.

Gary Bledsoe, president of the
Texas chapter of the NAACP,
on Friday reissued his call for
Bush to remove the Texas
plaque, calling it “a symbol of
racism, division and hatred.”

Bush, the likely GOP presi-
dential nominee, has said he is
studying the request. When
asked in South Carolina about
that state’s flying of the
Confederate flag from the state
Capitol, Bush said voters should
decide the issue.

A spokeswoman for Bush's
office did not return messages
seeking comment Friday.

Intel moving
chip design plant

to downtown Austin

AUSTIN (AP) — Intel Corp.
intends to build a chip design
campus in downtown Austin
that could employ as many as
2,000 workers during the next 10

years.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported Saturday
that Intel, the largest chip
maker in the world, will spend
$100 million to build and equip
the first phase of the proposed

about 250 people in another
design center located on the
west side of town.

nsmscaracss

Intel workers may move
downtown as early as the sum-
mer of 2001 if the project moves
ahead quickly.

Austin Kirk Watson
and other city leaders have
urged Intel to move into the
city’s core rather than build in
environmentally sensitive areas
west of the city.

Typically the company choos-

es sites in suburban locations,

but after several months of
study, company officials decid-
ed that a downtown campus
would help attract chip design-
ers and other employees.
Advantages of downtown
include its central location near
Town Lake and its proximity to
Warehouse District restaurants
and bars.

Intel will handle a lack of ade-
quate parking by building a
parking garage on part of the
site.

Mark McDermott, director of
one of Intel's design teams in
Austin, told the Statesman that
they studied 15 sites in the
Austin area, some as far away
as Round Rock, a suburb 20
miles north of Austin.

“We have been agonizing over
this for four months,”
McDermott said.

The downtown site stretches
over four city blocks. The com-
pany is still negotiating for city
incentives.

SurpPORT GROUPS

SUNDAY
*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, 11 a.m. closed meeting
and 7 p.m. open meeting.

 NA 8 p.m., St. Mary's
Episcopal Church, 1001 Goliad.
Call 268-4189 (pager no.).

MONDAY

*TOPS Club (Take off pound
sensibly), weigh-in 5 p.m. and
meeting at 6 p.m., College
Heights Christian church, 21st
and Goliad.

*Project Freedom, Christian
support group for survivors of
m.mmhn-"mnal

Jor Spiri abuse. Call 263
5140 or 263-2241 for dates/times
of upcoming groups.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon open meeting.

*Alzheimer’s support group, 7
p.m., Canterbury South, 1700 N.
Lancaster, first Mondays of
each month. Call Galynn
Gamble at 263-1271.

« Encourager’'s Support Group
(for widows and widowers) will
meet Monday, March 20, 6 p.m.
at the First Presbyterian
Church, 7th and Runnels (enter
through north door). Bring a
covered dish and enjoy the fel-
lowship and good food. Call 398-
5522.

eNarcotics Anonymous, 6
p.m., St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, 1001 Goliad. Call 268-
4189 (pager no.)

*Alzheimer’s support group,
6:30 p.m., Marcy House, 2301
Wasson. Call 268-9041.

*Greater West Texas Chapter
of the Alzheimer’s Association,
7 p.m., Canterbury South, 1700
Lancaster, Topic: suggestions
for coping with grief issues.
For more information call
Galynn Gamble at 263-1271.

Association of Retarded
Citizens of Howard County
meet 6:30 p.m. the first Monday
of each month at 806 E. Third
Street, the HARC bingo build-

r——

ing. Call 264-0674 for more
information.

eFamily Education and
Support, sponsored by Howard
County Mental Health Center,
meets the fourth Monday of
each month at 6 p.m. at 409
Runnels, Clyde Alsup Building.
AMI meeting to follow. For
more information call 263-0027
or 267-7220.

IF YOU HAVE A SUPPORT
GROUP LISTING, PLEASE
SUBMIT IT IN WRITING.'

POLICE

The Big Spring Police
Department reported the fol-
lowing activities between 8
a.m. Friday through noon
Saturday:

« KRISTINA HEMBREE, 26,
was arrested on a charge of
driving while license was sus-
pended.

« JAVIER PAYEN, 39, was
arrested on a charge of driving
while license was suspended.

« HECTOR CANO, 22, was
arrested on a charge of driving
while license was suspended.

« BURGLARY OF A HABI-
TATION was reported in the
2600 block of Apache and in
the 2400 block of Merrily.

* ASSAULT was reported in
the 1200 block of 11th Place and
in the 400 block of E. 4th
Street.

« CLASS C ASSAULT was
reported in the 1300 block of E.
11th Place and in the 1400
block of Princeton.

» THEFT was reported in the
1200 block of E. 5th, in the 400
block of Birdwell, in the 300
block of Owens, in the 1100
block of N. Lamesa and in the
200 block of W. Marcy.

MEETINGS

ggWARD COUI;'I;Y
comrr” PO
10 a.m. Monday,
Howard County
Courthouse

Items on the agenda include:

* Proposal from Allison and
Associates for county redis-
tricting.

* Appointment to executive
volunteer fire department
board for commissioner and
member.

* Grant application for victim
witness coordinator.

» Board appointment for
Crossroads Housing
Development Corp.

* Pipeline crossings.

. Downtown park and park-
ing area.

* Courthouse/library renova-
tions.

The Pamily of Bob L. Custer would ke to thank owr mamy
fricnds & ncighbors for all their acts of kindness in owr thue of
sommow. The outpowring of love that came with the food. flowers
& cards touches owr hearts. Thank you, Rev. Herdb McPherson

for the service. A special thamks to Dr. Johm Key for the

wonderfil enilogy and to Dr. John FPargubar & staff for all their

visits, cards & comforting words during the loss of our beloved husband,
brother, brotherindaw, uncle and nephew, Joel K. (Flannel) Carter, Jr.

A very special thanks to the VA Medical Center, Dr.. Rheman & Staff, Myers &
Smith FPuneral Home, the ladies of the First Presbyterian Church who served
the wonderful lunch, Rev. Dianne Brown for the touching service and
Rev. Fiynn Long for playing the Bagpipes so beautifully.
BLESS ALL OF YOUI
Sue Carter. Charies Carter & Family,

Julia Sagoci & Family. Anne Worsicy & Family,
Judy & Steve Ray. Kirby & Kirby B Brown,
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DPS diver Lynn Dixon was
proud of the West Texas hos-
pitality:

“I have been sent out on a
lot of these but I will say this,
the efforts of this community
have just amazed me,” said
Dixdn. ‘“This is something
you would not find in Austin
or Houston.”

Parents of the children,
Chad and Cindy Harbour,
have set a memorial service
for 4 p.m. Tuesday at the First
Bagtist Church of Big Spring

sy, o2 ¢
of Big
Spring, Is the scene of a res-
cue operation by state and
local officlals.
HERALD photo/Cart Graham

Attorney general ready to argue Santa Fe ISD case

AUSTIN (AP) — Attorney
General John Cornyn said
Friday he’s ready to argue the
case supporting voluntary, stu-
dent-led prayers before high
school football games in Texas.

Cornyn will argue for the
Santa Fe Independent School
District before the U.S.

Suoreme Court next week, a
case that has drawn the support

of Texas Gov. George W. Bush.

The Republican attorney gen-
eral said he became personally
involved because believes
school officials are in a tough
spot.

“The law in this area is
exceedingly murky,” Cornyn
said in a telephone interview
from Washington.

“On one hand, if they deny
students’ free speech rights,
they can be sued. On the other
hand, if they promote or other-
wise endorse religion, they can
be sued as well.

“Since the state of Texas
spends the largest percentage of

Rejsuirbilt worgenovate: prisons at Fedst $1 billion -

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — More
than two dozen old Texas pris-
ons are in need of repair, reno-
vation or replacement soon at a
cost of at least $1 billion, Texas
Department of Criminal Justice
officials said Friday.

Estimates of the price tag and
the time frame varied, with one
Texas Board of Criminal
Justice member, John David
Franz, putting the figure at $3
billion stretched over the next
three Legislative sessions.

That would be nearly double
the cost of the building program
during the early 1990s that by

our state budget on education,
we ought to spend as much as
possible on education instead of
litigation,” he said.

The case arose when four stu-
dents and their parents sued the
Santa Fe district in 1995, seek-
ing to end student-led prayers
over the public-address system

at home football games in the
Galveston County town.

The district’s policy allows
students to give an “invoca-
tion” or ‘“message.” A judge
said student-led prayers at
games would be OK if students
were told to keep them ‘“nonsec-
tarian and non-proselytizing.”

A three-judge panel of the 5th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,
voting 2-1, reversed that deci-
sion and said student-led
prayers at high school football
games are always out of bounds.

The school district’'s appeal
got support from a friend-of-the-
court brief submitted by nine
states Texas, Alabama,
Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana,

1995 added 94,000 beds to what
has become the nation's second-
largest penitentiary system.

“We've got this problem com-
ing up the pipe,” Franz said at a
prison board meeting in
Huntsville.

The board Friday accepted a
report from the department that
estimated the “sticker shock” at
more than $1 billion for repairs.
The cost to replace the aging
prisons would be $2.4 billion.

Wayne Scott, the agenty's
executive director, said he did
not expect to get that kind of
money from the Legislature

Mississippi, Nebraska, South
Carolina and Tennessee.

In last week's Texas GOP pri-
mary, 94 percent of voters
approved a nonbinding resolu-
tion backing the prayers. And
Bush, the presumptive
Republican presidential nomi-
nee, “strongly supports the
school district,”” campaign
spokesman Scott McClellan said
Friday.

Opponents argue that allow-
ing the prayers to be said at offi-
cially sponsored school events
violates the constitutional sepa-
ration of church and state.

“The school’s giving you the
microphone; it will sound like
an officially sanctioned reli-
gious statement, and that's
what has no place at a high
school football game,” the Rev.
Barry Lynn of Americans
United for Separation of Church
and State said when the
Supreme Court agreed to hear
the Texas case.

Cornyn said the Santa Fe pol-

a1 LRI Mean  IBII0L)
when it convenes next year.

“I wouldn’t go in and ask for
that much,” he said. “First of
all, I wouldn't get it.

“It’s going to be highly unlike-
ly to get a large, large appropri-
ation for this right up front,” he
added.

“The reason we're doing con-
dition assessment survey is so
we can build a documentation
base so we can go and present
credible evidence to the com-
mittees and then they'll priori-
tize that with the other priori-
ties they have and give us what
they can.”

Drinking Mountain Dew does not prevent pregnancy

DEAR ABBY: I am a Planned
Parenthood speaker with a seri-
ous problem. I.am writing in
the hope that you can help me
dispel the myth that Mountain
Dew soft drinks prevent preg-
nancy. I have been working to
dispel this myth for about two
years — and it seems I'm pad-
dling upstream.

When 1 first realized that
many students from fifth grade
through college fervently
believe that
drinking
Mountai/n
Dew reduces
the sperm
count, . |
prayed that
this wag a
local issye. I
now know
that ‘this

-~ e

myth has cir- ABIGAIL
culated and VAN
is believed BUREN

nationwide.

During my sesscesimem——
years as a
volunteer with Planned
Parenthood, 1 have encountered
several myths, but none as
potentially dangerous or diffi-
cult to dispel as the myth asso-
ciated with this popular soft
drink. Young people continue
to obtain information largely
froma their peers — a very unre-
liable source.

You have often reminded
your readers about birth-con-
trol ‘'education presented by
Planned Parenthood. Please
take’ this opportunity to issue
that reminder again and to
alert parents and teens that

Mo Dew, while tasty,
does not p pregnamcy. —
M IALTIIIAN.

: Your let-

ter is a first! Years ago a rumor._

A

circulated that douching with
Coca-Cola after sex would pre-
vent pregnancy. That, too, was
a myth — as many gullible
‘“‘premature parents’’ discov-
ered to their dismay.

Let me go on record as stat-
ing that Mountain Dew —
although a refreshing and
enjoyable beverage — is NOT A
CONTRACEPTIVE. It may give
the drinker a “buzz” because of
its sugar and caffeine content,
but it will do NOTHING to
lower the sperm count. And to
allege that it will is incorrect
and irresponsible. :

Young adults with computer
access can find reliable infor-
mation regarding reproductive
health issues by visiting
www.teenwire.com, a 24-hour,
fully confidential Web site
sponsored by Planned
Parenthood. There they can
find answers to questions they
may feel uncomfortable asking
parents, doctors — or even
their peers. It includes a FAQs
(frequently asked questions)
section and a “Yikes!” page for
teens with urgent issues.

Now I have a riddle for you:
What do you call young men
who drink Mountain Dew
because they think it's a con-
traceptive?

Answer: (All together now)
FATHERS!

DEAR ABBY: In a reply toa
receinit letter about the devastat-
ing effects of smoking, you
pledge to continue your cam-
paign to discourage young peo-
ple frém starting to smoke.

Here'’s some help: Some 50
years ago, my scoutmaster
demonstrated what happens

h:nl“ the ugly brown stain
‘from just one strong puff.
If everyone who conq\ln

contact with young people per-
formed this demonstration, per-
haps some of them would think
twice before beginning or con-
tinuing to smoke. — JOHN F.
GLASS, STUDIO CITY, CALIF.

DEAR JOHN: Thanks for the
help. I remember seeing a simi-
lar demonstration many years
ago. It was targeted at young
people who had not yet started
to smoke, and one look was a
convincing deterrent because of
the amount of tar that appeared
on the handkerchief. It took no
imagination to see what smok-
ing does to the bronchial tubes
and lungs.

DEAR ABBY: I have been in
a long-distance relationship
with a man for a year and a
half, but he lives with a 55-
year-old jealous female house-
mate. He tells me she's jealous
of all of his friends.

He has proposed marriage to
me and said he would move to
my state, but there has always
been some delay. Now he has
moved out of their house and
into his“own place — but he
moved his female housemate in
with him because she suffered
a heart attack. Where does that
leave mé? — WONDERING IN
MARYLAND

DEAR WONDERING: It
leaves you on the outside look-
ing in. There's another hen in
the nest. Face it, whether he’s
married, or the same as mar-
ried — he’s unavailable.

To neceive a collection of
Abby’s most memorable — and
most fréquently requested —
poems and essays, send a busi-
ness-sized, self-addressed enve-
lope, Plus check or money
order for $3.95 ($4.50 in Canada)
to: Dear Abby’s “Keepers,” P.O.
Box 447, Mount Morris, IL
61054-0447. (Postage is includ-

—.ed)

f

icy is neutral towards religion.

“It neither encourages nor
discourages a prayer but merely
allows that as one possible out-
come,” he said. Students could
choose to “extol the virtues of
good sportsmanship, read an
inspirational poem or say some-
thing that would set the proper
atmosphere.”

Last November, Cornyn
became the first Texas attorney
general in 23 years to argue
before Supreme Court when he
defended the constitutionality
of a sex-crimes law.

Cornyn said he has devoted
some time every day for the
past month getting ready for the
school prayer arguments.

“It’s hard to do this and deal
with the other administrative
responsibilities I have,” Cornyn
said.

“But I think it's important for
the attorney general to be a real
lawyer and represent the state
before the highest court in the

STUDENTS ___

Continued from Page 1A

P.A. Blaylock, Fort Stockton; 2.
Trevor Kerr, Snyder; 3. Andrew
Watt, Snyder.

Current Issues and Events
Teams: 1. Fort Stockton (P.A.
Blaylock, Andrew Watt, Tommy
Cash).

Literary Criticism: 1. Alesha
Miller, Snyder; 2. Kimberly
Wallace, Andrews; 3. Jenny
Mayer, Snyder.

Literary Criticism Team: 1.
Snyder (Alesha Miller, Jenny
Mayer, Laura Greenwood).

Mathematics: Aaron
Rogers, Andrews; 2. Andrew
Tomlinson, Lake View; 3.
Joseph Ferguson, Andrews.

Mathematics Teams: 1.
Andrews (Joseph Ferguson,
Aaron Rogers, Johnie Griffin).

Number Sense: 1. Aaron
Rogers, Andrews, 2. Joseph
Ferguson, Andrews, 3. Brian
McCoy, Lake View.

Number Sense Team: 1.
Andrews (Joseph Ferguson,
Aaron Rogers, Benjamin
Gilliam).

Ready Writing: 1. Amanda
Cordsen, Fort Stockton; 2. Ryan
McAnally, Snyder; 3. Jenny
Johnson, Sweetwater.

Science: 1. Trey Gorman,
Snyder; 2. Trevor Kerr, Snyder;
3. Ryan Hatfield, Lake View.

Science Top Scorers: Biology

— Trevor Kerr, Snyder;
Chemistry — Trey Gorman,
Snyder; Physics — Trey
Gorman, Snyder.

Science Teams: 1. Snyder

(Trey Gorman, Trevor Kerr,
Wade Ashby).

Spelling and Vocabulary: 1.
Nathan Smith, Big Spring; 2.
Michael Gibson, Snyder; 3.
Amber Hazard, Sweetwater.

Spelling and Vocabulary
Team: 1. Snyder (Michael
Gibson, Justin Guy, Angie
Shoemake)

Lincoln-Douglas Debate: 1.
Meredith Slaughter, Andrews;
2. Zackery Bloom, Andrews; 3.
Adriana Mendoza, Fort
Stockton.

Informative Speaking: 1.
Caleb Jones, Lake View; 2.
Melinda Langham, Snyder; 3.
Adriana Mendoza, Fort
Stockton.

Persuasive Speaking: 1.

Andrews; 3.
Montemayor, Lake View.

Feature Writing: 1. Natalie
Newberry, Sweetwater; 2. April
Ward, Big Spring; 3. Thuan
Nguyen, Andrews.

Editorial Writing: 1. Amanda
Corsden, Fort Stockton; 2.
Kimberly Wallace, Andrews; 3.
Ledyenska Baez, Lake View.

Headline Writing: 1. Erin
Sims, Fort Stockton; 2. Lane
Haygood, Andrews; 3. Brittany
Cassidy, Andrews.

District Championship: 1.
Andrews 352, 2. Snyder 332, 3.
San Angelo Lake View 184, 4.
Fort Stockton 170, 5. Big Spring
152, 6. Sweetwater 113.

COLLEGE

Continued from Page 1A

years ago and opened a manu-
facturing plant on the Snyder
Highway.

Partee had indicated she will
not seek re-election.

The drawing of place on ballot
for candidates for the at-large
position will be discussed at
Monday's meeting as well. The
elections are slated to take
place on May 6.

Other business to be dis-
cussed at the board meeting
includes:

* District dean's and director’s
contracts. .

* Employee and board hand-
book changes.

*» Usage of SWCID reserve for
activity center expenditure.

* Bids/renewal for:

Bleachers for SWCID,
Computers for Title V, Property
casualty insurance renewal,
Microsoft license.

* Consideration of athletic pol-
icy and procedures manual.

* Performance measures/out-
comes.

* Visioning/future directions
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KENNETH BOOTHE and MARK VASSAR
(Certified Public Accountants)

Introduces

Jerry Bailey, CWP

(Financial Advisor)

“Retiring”

* Learn how to retire with all your money in your 401-K
* Learn how to setup your own IRA.
* Learn how to protect your IRA for your Spouse and family if you were to die.

* Learn from an expert that has 13 years in the business on retirement solutions.
* Learn how to setup your beneficiaries so they receive the proper tax benefits. |
* Be sure and do the proper plan so you will not lose tax dollars.

CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
(915-263-0194)

1001 East FM 700 1231 Greenway Dr. Suite 1070
Big Spring, TX 79720 Dallas, TX 75038
Phone 915-263-0194 Phone 972-756-0734
Fax 915-263-2124 Fax 972-518-1789
E-Mail jbdincorp@aol.com

Securities offered through Centaurus Financial, Inc.

Member NASD/SIPC
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Managing Editor , News Editor

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John H. Walker Debbie Jensen
Publisher Features Editor
John A. Moseley Bl McClellan

OUR VIEWS
We're all heroes
and characters
of the Crossroads

sk just about anyone why they like living
here in the Crossroads Area, and chances are
the response will in some way revolve
around the people who live here.

t is, after all, the people we call our friends and
neighbors that make Big Spring, Howard County and
the entire Crossroads what many of us believe is the
best place to work, play and raise our families.

And that’s why our Progress Edition in today'’s
Herald is entitled “Heroes and Characters of the
Crossroads.”

While it would clearly be impossible to feature every
“hero” or “character” from the area, we believe this
year’s edition complies a representative cross section
of those who helped build our communities, those who
make them thrive today and those who'll make them
an even better home in the future.

Each of us, however, is an important facet of the
Crossroads’ human mosaic.

So, while a number of individuals are featured in the
special edition, we here at the Herald want to take this
opportunity to make sure each and every one of our

| are.
We all are the Crossroads, and in that sense, each
us is a hero and/or character.

neighbors knows just how important we believe th(\:‘

YOUR VIEWS

To T™HE EDITOR:

I am a Captain with the
Texas Department of Criminal
Justice Division, assigned to
the Big Spring Wilderness
Camp in Big Spring. My main
unit of assignment is the
Wallace Unit in Colorado City.

Each year TDCJ pulls out all
stops in an effort of raising
money for Special Olympics.
Our goal, as a unit, is to
branch out and come up with
as many projects as we can.
These projects can involve a
few people or a large group of
people, with the same goal in
mind to raise money for
Special Olympics.

On March 18, the employees
of the Wilderness Camp spon-
sored a Fajita sale held at the
Wal-Mart Supercenter in Big
Spring and had a good turnout
of employees who volunteered
a Saturday of work for Special
Olympics. A special recogni-
tion and thank you goes out to
Anthony and Michelle Vranga
for all the hard work in
preparing the chicken and
beef fajitas. All of this could
not be possible without
Darrell Holly and the wonder-
ful employees at Wal-Mart. A
heartfelt thank you goes out to
each and everyone of those
employees who attended to
our needs during the project.
Darrell and his crew of assis-
tant mangers were very pro-
fessional and helpful through-
out the sale. Wal-Mart
matched the funds raised by
us on the day of the sale. |
know every penny is valued
by Special Olympics.

Proctor & Gamble was also
very generous and has agreed
to match the same funds. All
the hard work, planning, and
organization would not have
been enough, it took the pub-

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer several ways

in which you may contact us:
« In person at 710 Scurry St.
« By telephone at 263-7331
« By fax at 264-7205

« By e-mail at either bsherald@xroadstx.com or jwalker@xroadstx.com.
« By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 9721
« Our normal hours of operation are from 7:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.

lic to dig deep into its pockets
and say yes, we support
Special Olympics. | want to
personally thank each one of
the patrons who donated
money, brought fajitas or
bought a T-shirt. You are very
special people
And thank you, Big Spring
Herald and KBST for coverage
during the sale.
EpwARrD J. PETTY
CAPTAIN W4 WORKCAMP

To THE EDITOR:

To whom it may concern, if
you used Wal-Mart one hour on
Sunday, March 19 at 3:30 p.m.
or after, please look to see if
you have my priceless
reprints, three strips of nega-
tives and one roll of Advantix
film.

They are pictures of my hus-
band and his brother and me
and his brother. They mean so
much to me because my broth-
er-in-law died on Feb. 25 and
those pictures are happy mem-
ories to me.

Please take them back to
Wal-Mart. They had someone’s
wedding picture negatives in
my envelope and they have
them there at the photo lab.

SHARON ADAMS
Bic SpriNG

To ™HE EDITOR:

Thank you Big Spring for
coming to our third annual
“Chili Supper.”

The proceeds will be used to
fund the World War 11
Memorial in Washington, D.C_;
Fourth of July Fireworks,
Salvation Army, Savings
Bonds for Essay Contests and
Area Veterans Benefits.

Thank you Big Spring Herald
for the publicity.

Leo WELCH AND THE MEM-

Bkrs or VFW Post No. 2013

the recent election on
Taiwan (a k a the
Republic of China), the
opposition party won for
first time, defeating the
candidate of the Nationalist
Party, which 3
has governed
since 1949.
The .
Nationalist
Party, former-
ly known as
Kuomintang
(KMT), came
across the
Taiwan Strait '
with the ) ‘:‘““
defeated army ART
of Chiang
Kai-shek in
1949, estab-
lished a military government
under Chiang and effectively
made Taiwan a Chinese
colony, the ethnic Taiwanese
locals having no role in the
Chinese government.

Gradually, Taiwan has
moved toward genuine repre-
sentative government, now
including indigenous non-
Chinese ethnics in the democ-
ratic process. But the
Nationalist leader who brought
this about, Lee Teng-hui, has
led his party to defeat in the
election and seen the triumph
of the Democratic Progressive
Party candidate Chen Shui-
bian, who in the past has fol-
lowed public opinion by signal-
ing his preference for indepen-
dence from mainland China. In
this he has been little different
from the Nationalist Party
leader, Lee. Chen won the elec-
tion mainly on the issue of
cronyism and corruption in the
long-governing Nationalist
party.

Chen, the new president, has
said that there is no need for a
declaration of independence by
the Republic of China on
Taiwan. But if that sounded

eoncﬂhta‘yheahohnnld
that there is no need for a dec-

facto, it is, having its own
armed forces, its own free
economy, its own currency and
its own democratic system of
government: L

Editorial writers routinely:
refer to Taiwan as a “province
of China” and to a “retnifica-
tion” of China and Taiwan.
This is the Beiing line. But, in
fact, the governments on the
erned thd e ae;d;m mt‘;rl

e R centuries

under the‘:mﬁﬂ they
expressed little interest in
Taiwan. s ¥

Beginning in the 17th ¢éntu-
ry, the most important of

——_raiwan’s relations were com-

mercial relations with the
Portuguese, then latér with the
British.

There were few ethnic
Chinese there. Then'an expan-
sionist Japan colonized the
island and ruled it as Formosa
until 1945. In 1949, the Chinese
forces of Chiang Kai-shek took
it over, the first Chinese gov-
ernment the island has really
had.

Today, ironically, Beijing is
asserting its sovereignty based
— hold your breath — on the
military conquest of the island
by Chiang. That is, now there
are Chinese there. The position
of Beijing seems to be that
Chiang conquered the island
for China!

Into this mess comes the
“One China" policy agreed to
by Richard Nixon and Mao
Tse-tung.

In its ideal form, the “One
China” policy meant something
like this: At present, the two
polities are separate. But in
time, perhaps a very long time,
the system on the mainland
would evolve in such a way —
toward representative govern-
ment, free markets and a com-
parable standard of living —

— SN

It's time to discourage hotheads from Beijing -

that the ROC might well be
attracted to unification or, if

and economic relations.

In any case, as betwee!
Nixon and Mao, this amounted
to a diplomatic fig leaf, a deci-
sion to accept the status'quo
and hope for the best. But
today Beijing knows that time
is not on its side. As Taiwan
grows more and more success-
ful economically, and as its
democratic and social institu-
tions become more entrenched,
there is, de facto, less and less
likelihood that pubic opinion
in the ROC will permit any vol-
untary reunification. The real
ties of the ROC are with the
Pacific Rim nations, including
Japan which far outstrips
mainland China in economic
power.

And so we have rocket-rat-
tling from Beijing.

Of course, Beijing has no
capability of launching a
seaborne invasion across the
100-mile Taiwan Strait. But it
could blockade Taiwan with
intermittent rocket attacks.
Wild-card military spokesmen
in Beijing have even said pub-
licly that the United States
would not “risk Los Angeles
for Taiwan.”

In public, the United States
should maintain the polite fic-
tion of the “One China” policy.
It has worked. But the impor-
tant diplomacy with Beijing
should be both subtle and
blunt. Of cnurse, it should be
made clear that any nuclear
attack on an American city
would be met with a response
of biblical proportions. The
Chinese delivery capacity
against the United States is
primitive. Our ICBMs and our
nuclear-powered submarines
deliver H-bombs.

In the event of a non-nuclear
rocket blockade of Taiwan
from rocket launchers on the

Brokerage community’s turn to shudder

recently reported
" that the Russian
I’ mafia is under
! investigation by
the FBI for manipulating and
laundering

money
through the
U.S. stock
markets. The
problem is to
separate crim-
inal activity
from legiti-
mate busi-
ness.

Capital
flight from
Russia is
quite com-

Jack
ANDERSON

mon. Since
the fall of the Soviet Union,
$350 billion has left the coun-
try. Much of this comes from
legitimate companies looking
to preserve their assets against
the unpredictability of the
Russian economy. According to
estimates from Russia’s nation-
al police agency, about $9 bil-

lion of the $350 was
“dirty money” — and this is a
very conservative estimate.
The most spectacular case to
date concerned the alleged link
between the Russian mafia and
the Bank of New Yerk. The FBI
claims that the Russian mafia
has used accounts with BNY to
launder billions of dellars from
Russia. In the summer of 1998,
British officials notified U.S.
officials about the link between
YBM Magnex, which is a front
company for the R
mafia, and Benex, a y
owned by Peter Berlin, whose
wife, Lucy Bdwards, is a vice

Appearing before a
Manhattan court, Edwards stat-
ed that she was approached by
Russian bankers in 1995, who
asked her to open accounts at
BNY under Berlin’s company’s
name in order to obtain soft-
ware that would allow them to
bank illegally. In return, she
and Berlin would receive a per-

from 1992 to 199§. Later, he was
the senior executive of

east China Coast, we have the

nuclear weapons. We wonld .
use the rationale of “freedom
of movement in international
waters.” C jcannot win 4
war in the Taiwan Strait, and
it had better cool it.

Sometimes it is best to be
civil and blunt in these mat-
ters. : ' {

I will contlude with an anec-
dote. Nixon's second
term, I occadionally dropped in
on him when he was at his
“summer te House” in 8an
Clemente, Calif. On this'partic-
ular occasion'he had just had a
visit from id Brezhnev.

Nixon enjoyéd telling about
the blonde “ ol
Brezhnev had along, and of
drunken revels in the guest
rooms, but said that Brezhnev
arrived in Nixon's office the
next morning sober and ready
for business.

Nixon said that, after pouring
some coffee, he told Brezhnev
that before they got to other
things, “I had something to say
first. That is;that a Russian
tank attack atiross West
Germany would be answered
with nuclear ns automat-
ically.”

Nixon did not mean ICBMs
against Russian cities, but bat-
tlefield nukes fired from how-
itzers. In that , the Russian
tank masses would be inciner-
ated. \ I
Brezhnev, Nixon said, did not
bat an eye. He was silent Tor a
moment and than said, “Mr.
President, I am glad you spoke
so clearly. I will tell Moscow
what you have said.”

Nixon meant that what he
said to Brezhnev would serve

to discourage hotheads and
adventurers back in Moscow.

It is now time for a quiet
conference along those lines
between an American presi-
dent and sober representatives
from Beijing.

« BILL CLINTON
President
The White House |

U.S. Senator

370 Russell Office Building

Washington, 20510

Phone: 202-224:2934.

* KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON

U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building

Washington, 20510 '

Phone: 202-224 5922

* CHARLES STENMHOLM

U.S. Representative

17th District

1211 Longworth Office Bidg.

Washington, 20515.

Phone: 202-225-6605.

* HON. GEORGE W. BUSH

State Capitol

Austin, 78701

Phone: Toll free 1-800-252-

9600, 512-463-2000; fax 512

463-1849.

¢ RICK PERRY

Lt. Govemor .

State Capitol

Austin, 78701: Phone: 512-463-

0001; Fax: 5124630326.
* JAMES. E. “PETE” LANEY

Speaker of the House

State Capitol -

Austin, 78701

Phone: 806-839-2478,512463

3000. .
* ROBERT DUNCAN

Senator

Texas 28th District

Citizens FCU Building

Big Spring, 79720.

Phone: 268-9909; (800) 322-

9538, (512) 463.0128.

* DAVID COUNTS

Representative

Texas 70th District

P.O. Box 338
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(AP) — Relatives of
Elian Gonzalez who want to
keep the 6-year-old boy from
being returned to Cuba are fac-
ing mounting pressure from the
U.S. ‘government to put their
case before an appeals court.
The Justice Department late
Friday told the relatives that
they have until noon Moriday to
agree 1o a speedy appeal or the
boy be swiftly returned to
his father, according to family
spokesman Armando Gutierrez.
In Washington, a federal offi-
cial close to the case conﬁrmed

that the Justice Department
plans to give the family’s
lawyers one week  after that
agreement deadline to file the
expedited appeal. The deadline
for fiing the appoal would be
April 3.

If the nelatives do not agree,
the government will begin the
process of returning Elian to
his father im  Cuba next
Thursday, accoriding to the fed-
eral official, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

Attorney General Janet Reno
conﬂrmed the Monday deadline
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Umted States officials are proposmg new timetable in Elian court battle

in a statement Friday night but
offered no details. She reiterat-
ed her statement that the goal is
to ‘“reunite Elian with his
father in a fair, prompt and
orderly manner."

If the family loses its appeal
and the U.S. Supreme Court
fails to step in, the boy must be
turned over to federal officials
within three days of the court’s
decision, The Miami Herald
reported in today’s papers.

The developments cap a week
filled with legal maneuvering in
the custody war over the little

Elhn was found clinging toan
inner tube off Florida on Nov.
25 after his mother and 10 other
people drowned when their boat
capsized during an attempt to
reach the United States.

The case quickly became a
fight between the U.S. and
Cubap governments and U.S.
family members who oppose the
island nation’s Communist ide-
ology and want to raise the boy.

The Immigration and
Naturalization Service, in a
January ruling supported by

House, Senate eye tax breaks to counter rising oil prices

WASHINGTON (AP). — Tax
breaks are still on the minds of
congressional leaders trying to
find a political solution to rising
oil , but the Hoyse, and
Senate., are approachi the
question in much different
ways.

Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott, R-Miss., introduced a pair
of gas-tax bills this week. One
would roll back until January
the 4.3.cents-a-gallon increase
imposed in 1993. The other
would enact a temporary “tax
holiday” and suspend the 18.4-
cents-per-gallon federal gas tax
if pump prices top $2 a gallon
this year.

House Republicans, mean-
while, already have backed
away from plans to reduce gas
taxes as a quick way of easing
the price crunch. GOP oppo-
nents said there were no guar-
antees the meager relief would
be passed on to customers, and
eliminating the tax would take
billions of dollars from critical
road and bridge projects.

Rep. J.C. Watts of Oklahoma,

the fourth- ranking House
Republican, outlined the new
House approach in a speech
Friday: attack  the Clinton
administration’s policies as
incapable of reducing U.S.
dependency on foreign oil and
pass a package of tax breaks
and other legislation to increase
domestic oil production.

“When America looks outside
our borders for more and more
of the energy it needs, when we
become more and more depen-
dent on foreign product, we
slowly weaken our national
security here at home,” Watts
said.

The House GOP plan
described by Watts would:

—Enact tax credits for mar-
ginal or low-producing oil wells,
permit producers to expense
geological costs and rental pay-
ments on tax returns and allow
independent producers five
years to ‘‘carry back’ past loss-
es on their current tax returns.
Other tax proposals would mod-
ify the way oil production is
treated by the alternative mini-

Drug suspect, officer dead
following shootout at motel

SAN ANTONIO — A police
officer was gunned .down
Friday while attempting to

arrest a suspected drug fugitive
at a San Antonio motel, officials

said. .

Mly after patrolman
Oscar Perez, 31, was shot, a sec-
ond polloe ofﬁcer ﬁred on the

_ ’mm “ ;"!’.:. m=my
 'The suspect's
immedilulyne

shootings took place

about 6:40 p.m. just outside the
door of a room at the Budget
Inn Motel in the city's South
Side neighborhood. A

Perez and another officers
went to the hotel around 6:30
p.m. to serve a warrant on the
man, who police said was a reg-
istered sex offender from
Corpus Christi who was wanted
on drug charges

The omcers knocked on the
hotel deor, but did not receive
an answer. They then got the
room key from the front desk
and returned to the room. When
one of the officers opened the
door, he began struggling with
the suspect.

“At that point the suspect
apparently grabbed a weapon
and shots were fired at the offi-
cers, striking one of the offi-

cers,” according Sgt. Gabriel

Trevino, of the San Antonio
police department.

“Shots were returned from
the cover officer, the .second
officer that entered, and that
struck the suspect. The suspect
is now deceased here at the
scene,” Trevino said.

The 6 1/2-year veteran officer,
who was parried with two
young children, died a couple of
hours later of a single gunshot
wound to the head, Police Chief

“All of us feel like our hearts
have been ripped out,” he told
the San Antonio Express-News.

and grieving officers gathered
throughout the night outside
the University Hospital emer-
gency room, where the fallen
officer’s body lay.

“I loved him like a brother,”
said patrolman Ernest Trevino,
who graduated with Pexez from
the police ag¢ademy in

:ﬁ\'cer to j'e '! &Iim

of duty since 1980. The last two
officers were Kkilled in 1995,
when Fabian Dominguez, 29,
was shot by burglars and
Michael C. McInnis, 25, died in
a traffic pccident. e

On Jan. 31, officer Edward
Vargas was shot and wounded
outside a Southwest Sigle home

while trying to arrest I_ suspect.

mum tax and scrap limits on
net taxable income.

—Open more federal lands to
oil production in an environ-
mentally:, responsible way,
explore the potential of the vast
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
in Alaska and reduce royalties
where federal mineral holdings
are expensive.

—Require the Energy
Department to report to
Congress and President Clinton
by July 4 on recommendations
to enhance domestic oil produc-
tion.

In the Senate, Lott’s proposed
gas-tax rollbacks already have
encountered significant opposi-
tion from Democrats and
Republicans, even though rev-
enue for highway projects
would be replaced by transfer-
ring cash from the projected
budget surplus. Sens. John
Warner, R-Va., George
Voinovich, R-Ohio, and Max
Baucus, D-Mont., are among
those opposing the legislation.

“It’s going to shortchange the
American public, and it’s short-

sighted,” Baucus said.

The 4.3-cent rollback has polit-
ical appeal for Republicans
because Vice President Al Gore
cast the tie-breaking vote that
allowed the increase to pass the
Senate seven years ago. Lott
would probably need to get 60
votes to overcome parliamen-
tary roadblocks in the Senate,
however, and that always is dif-
ficult to achieve.

“I'm very skeptical,” said
Senate Minority Leader Tom
Daschle, D-S.D. “I wonder
where the money comes from.”

Meanwhile, the Clinton
administration insists that
Congress, at administration
urging, already passed suffi-
cient tax relief for domestic oil
producers when coupled with
the opening of more areas to
production, such as the deeper
waters of the Gulf of Mexico.
Also, the administration hopes
the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries, meeting
this week in Vienna, Austria,
will increase production by 2
million barrels a day.
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Reno, said the boy must be
returned to his father. That led
to a lawsuit and a judge’s ruling
on Tuesday that upheld the INS
decision.

That ruling is the ‘subject of
the appeal to the 11th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in
Atlanta and the  Justice
Department deadlines to speed
up-‘the case. The first deadline
for the family's appeal was
March 31.

The agency is closely watch-
ing the family’s response to the
latest letter, as are members of

‘

Miami’s large Cuban exile com-
munity who have threatened to
protest if the government moves
to send the boy back to Cuba.
“We will certainly make the
administration pay a dear yﬂce
for such an arbitrary decision,”
said Ninoska Perez, a
spokesman for the Cuban
American National Foundation.
Gutierrez said family mem-
bers will meet with  their -
lawyers over the weekend fto
discuss the case. Beyond that,
Gutierrez said: “We will not
comment right now.” ~

WASHINGTON (AR) — US
Airways and the Association of
Flight Attendants hailed their
agreement Saturday on a tenta-
tive five-year contract that
keeps planes flying and pro-
vides raises for the union’s
10,000 members.

“It's an agreement that
shows the company has recog-
nized the value of the flight
attendants,” union negotiator
Lynn Lenosky said.

The company said the pact,
which the union’'s rank and
file must approve, allows it to
remain competitive.

It also meant US Airways
flights were not disrupted this
weekend as had been feared.

Strike averted by tentative
contract for flight attendants

“We've got airplanes, we've
got crews and we are flying a
full schedule and operating
normally,” UsS Airways
spokesman David Castelveter
said Saturday.

Union and airline bargainers
stayed at the table with federal
mediators for more than three
hours past a 12:01 a.m. EST
Saturday strike deadline. US
Airways had said it would halt
operations rather than try to
weather a strike.

The tentative agreement
would guarantee raises total-
ing 10 percent for US Airways
attendants, plus some new paid
holidays and a signing bonus,
according to Lenosky.
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. Working seniors will get refunds after
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Social Security legislation becomes law

WASHINGTON (AP) — For
thousands of senior citizens
who work, the check will be in
the mail soon after legislation
lifting the Social Security earn-
ings limit becomes law, as
expected this spring.

“We are working hard to
ensure that Social Security ben-
eficiaries who are affected by
the new law will have money in
their pockets quickly,” Social
Security Commissioner
Kenneth Apfel said Friday.

The legislation, scheduled for
final passage in the Republican-
led House on Tuesday, will
repeal a Depression-era law that
would reduce Social Security
payments by $1 for every $3 a
beneficiary between the ages of
65 and 69 earns in wages over
$17,000. President Clinton said
he will sign the bill into law.

Because the repeal is retroac-
tive to Jan. 1, about 415,000
working seniors or dependents
wili get refunds for the money

already deducted this year from
their Social Security checks —
a total of $1.4 billion or an aver-
age of $3,500 per person.

If Clinton signs the bill by
mid-April, Apfel said the checks
should be sent by early May and
monthly benefits adjusted by
June.

The repeal directly affects
800,000 Social Security recipi-
ents who are working this year
and another 100,000 who haven't
sought benefits because they
have jobs. With the earnings
test eliminated, Apfel said each
of these people could receive an
additional $6,700 in Social
Security this year.

In addition, 7.5 million people
between the ages of 62 and 70
who receive Medicare, Social
Security or both will get notices
from the Social Security
Administration describing the
new law and how it could affect
them.

A spokesman for House Ways

and Means Committee
Chairman Bill Archer, R-Texas,
said Archer is “glad the SSA js
moving quickly to make seniors
whole.”

Archer first introduced a bill
to repeal the limit in 1970 and
the concept has always had
broad support, but until this
year it was always used as a
“sweetener”” added to more con-
troversial legislation that failed

to pass. This year, Democrats

and Republicans alike found the
measure irresistible as both
parties court the elderly vote
for the November elections.

Employers facing a tight job
market are also clamoring for
more workers and there are
many jobs in retail and services
that are a perfect fit for people
over age 65.

“The earnings test is counter-
productive in an economy in
which employers want and need
the skills and talents of older
workers,” Apfel said.

Putin appears headed for victory

MOSCOW (AP) — Weary of
chaos and government corrup-
tion, Russians are expected to
give Vladimir Putin a victory in
presidential elections Sunday,
hoping the ex-KGB spy can
clean up the country and
restore it as a world power
without rolling back democratic
reforms.

“I'm tired of all this disor-
der,” said Vladimir Prishchev,
a pensioner casting his ballot
for Putin in Russia’s Pacific
port city of Vladivostok, where
graft is rampant and electricity
is unreliable. ‘“When Putin
takes charge of something, he
takes it to the end.”

With a Putin presidency seen
as inevitable by most Russians,
the question is what he plans
for the world’s largest country
in land mass. Putin has given
few firm commitments beyond
saying that restoring strong
government is his top goal — a
jarring idea in a nation that has
endured centuries of dictator-
ship.

“From the very start Russia
was created as a supercentral-
ized state. This is part of its
genetic code, traditions and peo-
ple’s mentality,” Putin said.

Putin spent Saturday evening
at a soccer match. Campaigning
was forbidden on election eve,
and workers pasted over cam-
paign posters with new adver-
tisements.

Troops also fanned out to
polling stations around the
country, guarding against possi-
ble Chechen terror attacks.

Opinion polls show Putin
with about 50 percent of voters
backing him, with Communist
leader Gennady Zyuganov far
behind with about 20 percent.
The 10 other candidates are
mostly unknown, with only
nationalist Vladimir
Zhirinovsky and liberal Grigory
Yavlinsky likely to get more
than a handful of votes.

The only worry for Putin was
whether voter apathy would
keep turnout low. That would
likely deny him the 50-percent

plus vote he needs to avoid an
April 16 runoff against the next-
highest vote winner. Such a
runoff would probably be
against Zyuganov, with Putin
virtually guaranteed victory.

The campaign has devoid of
suspense because everyone
assumes that Putin will win
and most of the candidates have
stayed home. But while the
campaigning has been bland,
few have been nostalgic for the
character assassination and
dirty tricks that normally
besmirch Russian elections.

Many Russians hope Putin is
going to clear up the corruption
and deceit that swamped the
final years of former president
Boris Yeltsin’'s administration.
He is the most popular leader in
recent Russian history, polls
show.

Others, mainly liberals and
intellectuals, worry that the ex-
member of the KGB will bring
back the iron controls of the
Communist era and crush any
dissent.

Microsoft offer doesn’timiT®s ¥évernment

WASHINGTON (AP)
Skeptical government lawyers
consider an 11th-hour offer
from the Microsoft Corp. to set-
tle its antitrust trial so inade-
quate in important areas that
there were no immediate plans
to resume negotiations in
Chicago, people close to the
case said Saturday.

These sources did not rule out
the possibility of talks resum-
ing, and the government contin-
ued to evaluate the proposal by
Microsoft to end the case before
Tuesday, when the trial judge
has threatened to announce his
verdict.

U.S. District Judge Thomas
Penfield Jackson, who has hint-
ed he will rule strongly against
Microsoft, has told lawyers in a
private meeting that he will
deliver his ruling that day
unless there 1s progress in set-
tlement talks being organized
by U.S. Circuit Judge Richard
Posner in Chicago.

The government on Saturday
again reviewed Microsoft’s lat-
est offer. which published
reports said included promises
to separate the company’s
Internet browser software from
its dominant Windows operat-
ing system. The proposal, faxed
on Friday, was sufficiently com-
plex that some of the Justice
Department’s top technical
experts were evaluating it.

But there were new signs sug-
gesting no deal would be struck
before Jackson’s deadline.

LLawyers on all sides had no
immediate plans to fly to
Chicago for lengthy negotia-
tions, and Microsoft already is
considering its witnesses for
the next stage of the trial —
after the verdict when Jackson
decides the company’s punish-
ment

“l was pessimistic a while
back, and | remain skeptical,”
said Robert Litan, a former
senior Justice official who nego-
tiated with Microsoft in an all-
night session in a related 1994
case

The Justice Department has
backed off proposals to break up
Microsoft to restrain what the
judge has characterized as the
company's abme of its monop-

that threatens Microsoft’s lucra-
tive flagship Windows software.

“If they're going to be hung
up on anything, it will be that
tying issue,” Litan said. “If
Justice is insisting on some sort
of future judicial determination
whether a new (Windows) prod-
uct includes an unlawful tie, I
can't see Microsoft going for

that.”

The government also is
restrained in seeking a negoti-
ated settlement by expectations
of a favorable ruling from
Jackson. He issued the first
phase of his verdict in
November with blistering find-
ings that accepted nearly all the
allegations against Microsoft.
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Two
ministers have been charged
with money laundering and
fraud, accused-of taking more
than $7 million from their fol-
lowers in an investment
scheme with links overseas.

The Rev. Johnny William
“Bill” Cabe, 40, and the Rev.
Shelton Joel Shirley, 48, each
face 16 counts of money laun-
dering and nine counts of wire
fraud.

If convicted, the men could
face up to 225 years in prison
and millions of dollars in fines,
along with repayment of the $7
million.

The pastors, operating under
the missionary program
Hisway Ministries, took money
from investors from January to

August 1998, offering returns of
up to 500 percent in three
months, according to the

t.

One investor said he had for-
given the ministers, he still
wanted to see them punished.

“I feel bad for them, but at
the same time I want to see jus-
tice served,” Don Calhoun gaid.
“I want my money back.”

Calhoun said he and his wife
invested $30,000 with Cabe and
Shirley, hoping to pay off their
debts quickly.

Other investors lived in
Tennessee, Pennsylvania,
Michigan and Washington
D.C., according to the indict-
ment.

Thinking their money would
be used for missionary work

Ministers accused of fleecing followers

and in investments to make a
profit, churchgoers gave $3.6
million to Cabe and Shirley,
Assistant U.S. Attorney Dean

Eichelberger said. Other
investors added more than $4
million.

Cabe, who was arrested by
federal agents in York on
Friday morning, appeared in
court a few hours later.

After hearing the charges
against him and his partner,
Cabe motioned toward prosecu-
tors and said, ‘I want to help
them. We're not the bad guys.”

Also indicted was a London
antiques dealer, Terrence
Stanley Victor Wingrove, 58.
He is charged with 17 counts of
wire fraud and 14 counts of
money laundering.

THE GIFT OF CHOICE
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Castillo pockets $3,300

at Alabama PRCA event

Chad Castillo, a member of
the Howard College rodeo
team, returned from Alabama
last week after a PRCA-sanc-
tioned rodeo where he won
the bull riding competition.

The victory provided
Castillo with $3,300 in earn-
ings.

Castillo, a sophomore, stood
10th in the PRCA bull riding
standings last year when he
was seriously injured at a
rodeo in Tucson, Ariz.

Those injuries robbed him
of not only a chance to reach
the National Collegiate Finals
Rodeo, but also the National
Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas.

HC rodeo team members
stumble at Odessa rodeo

After a strong start at
Thursday’s opening round of
the Odessa College Rodeo,
with four performances that
figured to qualify for Saturday
night’s short go-round,
Howard College riders suf-
fered a little hard luck during
Friday’s events.

Matt Burrow failed to quali-
fy for the short round in the
bareback competition when
he posted a 63-point ride
Friday night.

Bull riders Jeremy Hughes
and Shawn Patrick would
have the same luck. Patrick
managed a 64-point ride, while
Hughes received just 58 points
for his eight-second effort.

Lady Hawks drop two
to Midiand in twinbill

Midland College’s Lady
Chaparrals maintained their
lead in the Western Junior
College Athletic Conference
(WJCAC) softball standings
Saturday with 11-2 and 43
wins over Howard College’s

Hawks.
5 g s
play, while the Lady Hawks
dropped to 22-19 overall and 0-
6 in WJCAC play.

The Lady Hawks and Lady
Chaps will play another con-
ference doubleheader at 1 p.m.
today at the Big Spring ISD
Softball Complex.

Coahoma UGSA begins
registration on Monday

The United Girls Softball
Association of Coahoma will
hold registration from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Monday through
Friday at the Coahoma
Community Center.

Fees are per player and a
birth certificate is required.

For more information, call
Candy Parrish at 270-2034.

AREA GAMES

TODAY
JUCO SOFTBALL

ipm

* Midiand College Lady
Chaparrals at Howard College
Lady Hawks (DH).
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Errors prove costly in Lady Stee
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the fifth inning, as Lady Tigers coach Rob Dickenson looks on and the Lady Steers’ Vanessa Rodriguez

(8) backs up the play. Snyder took a 1-0 win to pull into a first-place tie with Big Spring in the District

5-4A softball standings.

Late rallie

By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Managing Editor

Howard College's Hawks all
but saw their hopes of claiming
the Western Junior College
Athletic Conference (WJCAC)
baseball championship go by
the wayside Friday and
%atur;lay. as Odessa College's

ranx)era swept a thme-,ule
league series. ;

Odessa set the toné fof the
weekend with a 3-2 win Friday
and then took 8-7 and 95 wins

in Sat y's doubleheader.
“I it's -‘
be--saying th O they

(Wranglers) pretty “Huct
the conference championship
today,” Hawks head cobach
Justin Hays said following
Saturday’s heart-breaking loss-

es.

“They’'re 123 in the confer-
ence right now .. that puts
them in pretty good shape,”
Hays added. “We've not got to
battle it out with El Paso and
New Mexico Junior College for
second and third.” ¥

In fact, Hays says he believes
the Hawks are almost in the
position of having to win the
rest of their WIJCAC games if
they want to finish second in
the league.

“We can’t afford to lose very
many and hope to finish third,”
the Hawks diamond boss added,

'OT

the Region V tournament in
May.
The Hawks,

this coming weekend when they
travel to Borger for a series
with Frank Phillips College’s

win

W
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rs’ 1-0 loss to Snyder

By VALERIE AVERY
Herald Correspondent

Big Spring's Lady Steers
played a near-flawless game,
but consecutive errors in the
top of the fourth inning allowed
Snyder’s Lady Tigers to eke out
a 1-0 win Friday afternoon in
District 54A softball play.

The Lady Steers’ first district
loss left them tied atop the dis-
trict standings with Snyder,
both teams owning 3-1 loop
records.

With the loss, the Lady Steers
saw their season record dip to
18-4, while the Lady Tigers
improved to 15-12.

Freshman Christina Gwyn’s
60 mph fastballs and baffling
change ups combined with a
stellar defensive supporting
cast kept Snyder at bay for
three innings, but the Lady
Tigers’ luck would change in
the fourth inning.

With two outs, shortstop
Shelley Fisk reached base after
Lady Steers catcher Lindsey
Marino dropped the ball on a
called' third strike and first
baseman Leticia Hernandez was
out of position to catch a throw.

Seconds later, Kira Diaz

grounded to third, but the
throw to first for what should
have been the third out of the
inning sailed over Hernandez's
head, allowing Fisk to score
what proved to be the game's
only run.

Gwyn took control to stop the
bleeding, striking out Jennifer
Newman to end the inning.

“Small mistakes count big in
big games,” a clearly dejected
Lady Steers head coach Dan
Arista said following his team'’s
fourth-inning mental lapse.

Big Spring's defense retired
the Lady Tigers in order the
rest of the way, allowing just
nine batters to come to the plate
over the final three innings —
five of them becoming Gwyn
strikeout victims.

The Lady Steers appeared as
if they were going to mount a
rally in the bottom of the sev-
enth when Vanessa Rodriguez
led off the inning with a single
to center field.

When Snyder catcher Chaelyn
Robinson tried to pick
Rodriguez off first a few seconds
later, her throw was wild and
the Lady Steers suddenly had a

See LADY STEERS, page 8A

sweep over Hawks
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Howard College pitcher Danny McMurtry makes a diving tag to put out Odessa College runner Eric Neatherlin following a wild pitch in
hhu&”iﬁmhmmmmm-mmammmmwuaummw
a doubleheader on Saturday to take a commanding lead in the conference baseball standings.

Friday in Saturday’s opener
when they took a comfortable
lead in the bottom of the third
inning.

Zack Matthews led off the
inning by ruclmtmbase on an
error and Kennard Bibbs drew a
walk. Danny McMurtry fol-
lowed with a sacrifice fly to
plate Matthews and Jay Alsup
followed with a double.

Caleb Reger singled to load
the bases, setting the stage for a
grand slam home run by Andy

on.
The Wranglers managed to
chip away at the lead and took a
65 margin in the top of the
sixth when catcher Elton
Emiliano hit a two-run homer.

First baseman Humberto
Aguilafthen made it 85 in the
top of the seventh with a two-
run blast of his own.

Howard did its best to retali-
ate in the bottom of the inning.
Matthews drew a lead-off walk
and Bibbs reached base on a
fielder’s choice play. McMurtry
added another RBI when
Matthews scored on a ground-
out and Bibbs scored to trim the
lead to 8-7 when he scored on an
Alsup single.

As is quite often the case in a
pitchers’ duel, Friday's opening

Saturday’'s nightcap saw the

Hawks tied the game at 55 in
the bottom of the eighth inning,
only to have Emiliano again
spark a Wranglers rally with
another two-run home run.

The Wranglers claimed
Friday’'s win with a pair of
unearned runs in the seventh
inning and then added the gameé
winner against McMurtry,
Howard’s starter and loser, with
three singles in the eighth.

For six innings, McMurtry
had tossed a two-hit shutout,
thanks in no small part to a pair
of close plays at the plate in
which the Wranglers came up

empty.
The first of those plays at the
plate came in the fourth inning

when Wranglers third baseman
Eric Neatherlin tried to score
from third on a wild pitch.

Luckily for McMurtry, the
ball bounced hard off the base
of the backstop and directly to
the Hawks pitcher at the plate,
allowing him to make a diving
tag and foil Neatherlin.

The bottom of of the fifth
inning ended in virtually the
same fashion, as Hawks catcher
Jason Jurgens tracked down a
passed ball and fired to
McMurtry covering the plate in
time to tag out Odessa's

Aguilar.
The Hawks’ luck would not

See HAWKS, page 8A

Simmons grabs medalist lead in District 5-4A girls’ tournament
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District 54A golf tournament at
Riverside Golf Course on Friday.

“The Mustangs posted a round of 285 to
take the lead, while Sweetwater was sec-
held the
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for that Big Spring squad, posting a
round of 77, while Isaac Willborn carded
an 82. Richard Key added a score of 98
and Jacob Garcia finished with a tour of
99. Chris Bravo capped that team's
scores with a 102

Three other Big Spring players were
entered in medalist competition only.
Lance Brock posted a 98, while Coby
and Rudy Garcia both finished
with rounds of 108.
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retroactive to March 23. Recalled INF
Cole Liniak.

CINCINNATI REDS—Assigned OF
Brooks Kieschnick to Louisville of the
Intemational

]

SRNBRYES

iiifﬂiiii

League.

COLORADO ROCKIES—A d
OF Derrick Gibson has been claimed off
waivers by the Florida Marlins.
Announced OF Chris Latham has

LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Optioned
INF Alex Cora and OF Tony Mota to
Albugquerque of the PCL.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Optioned
RHP Jeff D'Amico to Indianapolis of the
Intemational League.

BASKETBALL
Nationai Basketball Association

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS—Named
Rob Brown assistant director of com
munications.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS—Re-signed
Larry Brown, coach, to @ muitiyear con
tract. Placed F George Lynch on the
injured hist. Signed F Antonio Lang to @
10-day contract. J
FOOTBALL

Football League

ATLANTA FALCONS—Waived PK Clay

Rush,

'5?5;5

T Y131

New York 95, Atlanta 83

Ortando 112, Houston 96

Miami 99, Milwaukee 87
Minnesota 116, N. Jersey 115, OT
Philadelphia 117, Boston 115
Chicago 70, Denver 68

Utah 98, Seattle 95

Sacramento 113, Detroit 103

L.A. Lakers 109, Phoenix 101
Portiand 96, Golden State 83

Charlotte at Atlanta (n)

L Pet s
25 a2 —
% S8 3
% % 1
39 435 13172
39 426 14
46 343 20
2 o8 —
2 574 T/2
an 544 91/2
33 515 11172
k1 464 15
4 397 19172
43 368 21172
54 208 2172
L Pt o8
21 887 -
- 6832 /2
26 618 4172
39 A26 171/2
42 a0 20
44 362 22
49 2719 27172
12 829 —
17 750 6
24 547 13
28 .588 17
29 580 171/2
52 246 401/2
56 .200 44
Washington at Dallas (n)
Cleveland at San Antonio (n)
Utah at Vancouver (n)
Detroit at L.A. Clippers (n)
Yoday's Games

Philadeiphie at indiana, 11:30 a.m.
Miami at Orlando, 11:30 a.m.
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2, Foank Thompson,
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Neb., $11,420. 15, Ote Bery,
Checotsh, Okla., $11,397
SADOLE BRONC RIOING

1, Billy Etbeuer, Ree $.0.,
$60,744. 2, Rod MHay
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Duane Clemons.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Re
signed P Mark Royals to a threeyear
contract
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ATLANTA THRASHERS—Ag o
terms with F JP. Vigier and assigned
him to Orlando of the IHL

CALGARY FLAMES—Recalled D Lee
Sorochan and F Sergei Varlamov from
Saint John of the AHL.

PHOENIX COYOTES—Recalled RW
Tewis Hansen from Springfield of the
AHL

WASHINGTON CAPITALS—Signed D
Michae! Farrell

University basketball coaching staff's
sllowance of coaches who can scout
prospective players off campus during
the 2000 2001 school year after find
ng the school committed four sec
ondary violations of its rules

ALBANY STATE, GA —Announced
the resignation of Okver Jones, men's
basketball coach. Named Anthony
Webb mtenm head coach
JACKSONVILLE —Named Hugh
Durahm ntenm dwector of athleties.
SIERRA —Nomed jef! Tisdel footbell
coach.

NCAA - My

EAST REGIONAL

At The Carvier Dome

Syracuse, N.Y.

Regional Semifinals

Friday, March 24

Flonda 87. Duke 78

Oxtahoma State 68, Seton Hall 66

Regronal

Sunday, March 26
Flonda 27 7) vs. Okiahoma State

tpm

SOUTH REGIONAL

At Frank Erwin Center

Austin, Texas

Regional Semifinals

Friday, March 24

Tutsa 8O, Mamu 71

North Carolna 74, Tennessee 69

Regional
Sunday. March 26
Tutsa 32-4) vs. North Carobna (21
1 140 pnm
MIDWEST REGIONAL
At The Palace of Aubum Nilts
Auburn Hills, Mich.
Regional Semifinals
Thursday, March 23
Mich.gan State 75, Syracuse 58
wa State 80, UCLA 56
Regional Championship
Saturday, March 25

Mictugan State75. lowa State 64

pion vs. South
Game times: 4:42 p.m. and 30 min
utes after first game
Marthoned Champsonsiig

Satueday, March 25

Oid Dominion (294) vs. Louisiana
Tech (30-2). late

lowa St (27-5) vs. Pern St. (284),

Friday, March 31
Mideast champion vs. West champs

on
East champion vs. Midwest champs-

Tuesday, March 28

Penn State (1815) vs. Notre Dame
(21-14), 6 or B p.m.

North Caroline State (20112) vs.
Wake Forest (20:14), 6 or 8 p.m.

Phonday « Games
Detroit ot N.Y. Rangers, 6:30 p.m
Buffalo st Carolina, 6:30 p.m
Chucago at Colorado, 8 p.m.
Edmonton st San Jose. 8:30 p.m.

La Junta,

]
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Texas, $14.952. 9. Casey Baize, Sen
Angelo, Texas, $14,637. 10, Russ
Kiing, Kilideer, N.D., $13.823. 11, Kelly
Amstrong. Big Valley, Aberta,
$13.394. 12, Mike Petty, Zephyr,
Texas, $12.175. 13, Rocky McDonald,
El Paso, Texas, $11.608. 14, Karson
Legauit, Valmarie, Saskatchewan,
$10.822.

Longhorns take win

over Oklahoma State
Beau Hale

AUSTIN (AP)

held Oklahoma State to three
hits over seven innings while
Tommy Nicholson went 3-for-4
and scored three times to lead
Texas to a 6-1 victory over the
Cowboys.

Hale (6-2) kept Oklahoma bat-
ters at bay except for a second-
inning home run by Rob
Watson (1-for-3, home run, RBI)
that tied the score at 1-1.

Texas jumped to an early lead
in the first with a leadoff dou-
ble by Tommy Nicholson and a
sacrifice squeeze by Ben
Emond. Nicholson also doubled
in the third, driving in a run.
He scored on Todd West's RBI
single to left.

Frank Bludau took the loss
for the Cowboys after giving up
six hits for five runs.
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Continued from page 7A rifice fly to left. Harrington singled to right
Howard had taken a 10 lead swiped second and advanced to

hold in the seventh, however,as in the bottom of the third when third on an Alsup fly out to cen-
center fielder Russell Thomman Matthews stepped to the plate ter. Designated hitter Ryan
led off with a triple to right-cen- with two out and was plunked Devere then slapped an RBI sin-
ter field and scored on a passed by Odessa starter Mike Henry.  gle to right to score Harrington.
ball Bibbs put the Hawks on top “It's really frustrating to lose
Second Dbaseman Marc when he fouled off five consecu- like this,” Hays admitted.
Chavez, who'd drawn a walk tive pitches before riflingashot “Yesterday we didn't hit the
and moved to s on an down the third base line for an ball very well and made some
error and third on ‘another RBI double. mistakes to spoil a great pitch-
passed ball, the game when  The Hawks made it 20 in the ing performance. But today, we

shortstop Rick Davis hit a sac-

bottom of the sixth when

just couldn’t keep a lead.”

ROUNDUP

Continued from page 7A

ing exploded for a 13-3 win in
the first game.

Coahoma owned a 13-0 lead in
the top of the third inning and
had the bases loaded when the
game was suspended. -

According to Bulldogettes
head coach Robert Royer, the
game will be resumed at that
point at a later date.

When and where that game
will be resumed has not yet

LADY STEERS

been determined.

In Friday's first game, the
defending champion
Bulldogettes themselves

While junior Kenni Kay
Buchanan was limiting the
Lady Hawks to just six hits, she
and her teammates didn’t take
control of the game until the
fith when Stephanie Sparks
and Karen Sterling had back-to-

back, two-run doubles to make
it a 7-2 lead.

The Bulldogettes added six
more runs in the top of the
sixth, then held the Lady
Hawks to just a single tally in
the bottom of the frame to end
the game on the 10-run mercy
rule.

The Bulldogettes, now 15-5 on
the season and a perfect 50 in
district play, will play host to
Loraine’s Lady Bulldogs at 4:30
p.m. Tuesday.

Continued from page 7A

runner in scoring position.

Monica Rubio struck out
swinging and a Marino foul was
caught, bringing center fielder
Kaci Acri to the plate.

But Arista decided to pull
Acri and insert pinch hitter
Traci Padilla.

“She (Padilla) had been pluck-
ing away in practice all week,
and I decided to go with her,”
Arista explained.

His decision paid off when
Padilla hit a hot grounder
between second and third for an
infield single that left runners
at the corners.

Arista then substituted Terri
Denton for Hernandez, but
Denton became Courtney
Rinehart’s sixth strikeout vic-
tim, ending the game.

“Traci’'s ball almost went
through ... their shortstop just
made a great play,” Arista said.
“We just left too many kids on
base. We had five hits and left
six people on base. That's just
too many.”

« Snyder m ed the win
even though ‘managed’
two hits off G , who finished

the game with 10 strikeouts.
The Lady Steers now must

regroup before an important

Tuesday road game with

Y

At last, there's a way to buy that's a

Andrews’ Lady Mustangs, who
saw their scoreless game with
San Angelo Lake View halted
by inclement weather in the
sixth inning Friday.

Both Lake View and Andrews
went into that game with 2-1
records.

“They (Lady Mustangs) will
be coming out ready to play,”

Arista said in looking ahead to
the showdown against the
defending district champions.
“They’ll be a tough team to
beat. They always are. We just
have to regroup.”

Snyder’s junior varsity made
it a sweep in the second game
Friday, taking a 6-1 win over
the Lady Steers JV.

‘ering "Home Town Service”
for those with serious illness

EJHome Hospice

PATRICK, CNA

‘P Spiritual care provided by
Chaplains

. mwm‘m equipment., and supplies

.m
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! WEDNESDAY NITE TRIO

WEEX 27
RESULTSHC Steskhouse over MGM 80, Big
Spring Music split with Our 44, American
State Bark over Timeless Design BS! over No
Name 62, Rapid Masonry over Alley Cats 80,
Loan Stars over Spanky's 6-2; Disfunctional over
Siow Starters 80, Amow Refrigeration (unop-
posed) 6-0; hi sc team game American State Bank
642, Rapid Masorvy 603, Disfunctional 587 hi sc
team series American State Bank 1810, Rapid
Masorry 1697, Loan Stars 1589; hi hdcp team
Disfunctional 745, American State Bank
BSI 723; hi hdcp team series American
State Bank 2080, Disfunctional 2024, BSI 1995,
hi sc game men Jackie Lecroy 269, J.M. Ringener
267, Junior Barber 256; hi sc series men Adrian
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4062, 1,
Steakhouse 12987,
90, Timeless Design 11
BS! 110102, No Name 104112,
104112, Our Gang 100-114, Arrow
98118, Loan Stars 98-118, MGM 82-126,
Cats 80-134, Uneamed Points 34-216.

A COUPLES
WEEX

28
RESULTS- Hardison over Do's and Don'ts 6-2,
Choke-a-holics over Thirteen 80, NFS over Hoot

|
£

f
|

§

Undecided 6-2, 's Bandits over Misfits 6-2,
BS! over Eight 6-2, Sex Pistols over The Dreamers
6-2; hi sc team series Bette's Bandits 2055,

Untouchable Dogs 2037, Three 1985; hi sc team
game Untouchable Dogs 740, Bette's Bandits
733, Three 725; hi sc series men Roger Glover
738, Jerald Burgess 685, Abe Yanez 644; hi sc
game men Roger Glover 268, Jerald Burgess 248
Abe Yanez 245; hi sc series men lrene Yanez
567, Rosalita Lozano 518, Bethany Everett 496;
hi sc game women irene Yanez 211, Amber
Fannin 190, Alice Ewing 183; hi hdcp team series
Three 2813, Choke-aholics 2774, Untouchable
Dogs 2736; hi hdcp team game Three 1001
Untouchable Dogs 973, Bette's Bandits 948; hi

ene Yanez 277, Amber

10298, 3
Winners 99101, Fourteen 102, Do's and
Don'ts 96-104, Bette's Bandits 92-108, Misfits
92-108, Thirteen 89111, Undecided 88112, Sex
Pistols 87-113, Hardison 60-140.

26
RESULTS Bette's Bandits over Lighthouse 6-2,
Undecided over Eight 6-2, Three over Misfits 6-2,
The Dreamers over Hardison 6-2, Sex Pistols over
Do's and Don'ts 80, Thirteen over BSI 6-2, Hoot

Mm.aom'm-nzox.m
201; hi hdcp team series Undecided

TO8;

Cyndl Jones 26 1-Maren AReap-258.. , - .
STANDINGS Eight 12781, NFS 12484,
11989, Choke-aholics 11585, The Dreamers
11296, Hoot Owis 11296, Three 112- 96,

Lighthouse 102-106, Bette's Bandits 98110,
Fourteen 98102, Do's and Don'ts 96112, Sex
Pistols 95113, Thinteen 95113, Undecided 94-
114, Misfits 94-114, Hardison 62-146

mc:av STRIKERS
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68, Dust Devils 13870, Scaitech 122-86, Allans
Fumiture 108-100, Looney Tunes 102-106,
Monistat 5 98110, SWCID 84-124, Eye Ball
Records 76-132, Dyer Plumbing 20-28.

915, Metal Mant
., Simon
Saidana 660, Aaron Bogard 642; hi hdcp

-

ANDINGS Metal 4868, Dust Devils
14274, Spades 14274, Scakech 130-86, Allans
Fumiture 114-102, Looney Tunes 110-106,
Monistat 5 98118, SWCID 86130, Eye Ball
Records 76-140, Dyer Plumbing 24-32.
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0, Parks Agency over Collums Restaurant 62,
Mason's Collectable over BSI 6-2; hi sc series
Sam Gonzales 657, Ray Kennedy 650, Jerald
Burgess 635; hi sc team series Parks Agency
2877, Collums Restaurant 2791, Trio Fuels
2775; hi sc game Richard Rowden 249, Sam
Gonzales 245, John Jackson 233; hi sc team
mruamommm
go-n-u ww;umms-n
Gonzales 723, Tom 715, Jerald
701: hi hicp team series Parks Agency
Collums Restawant 3274, Mason's Collectable
3239; h hicp game Tex Edwards 274, Sam
Gorasles 267, Dicky Swone 266; N hacp team
game Parks Agency 1185, Collums Resteurant

AO0O E. 3rd. St.  267-3811
SPRING SPECIAL
“Garage Door”
Inspection
Get your Garage Door Ready
* 24 °500

Call Bob Noyes

267-5811

Special thru March 31
Big Spring Area

Repeir And Parts Extra
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Rose Barber Shop 123-101, Gas N Grub 122
s Restaurant 121-103, Perco Care Center
114-110, L&M Properties 108-116, Noﬂon F;oao
101-123,

106-118, BowlA-Rama

Kuykendall 101-123, Dixie Chicks 94-130.
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Guy's Restaurant 129-103, Rose
123101, Gas N Grub 122-110, Perco Care
120112, Health Food Store 114-118,

§
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108124, 107-1285,

Rama 101-123, Dixie Chicks 96-136.

f

Mirror 6-2, Pack-Sender 4-4, ASB
Construction 2-6, Wicked Witches of
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RESULTS-Roll-N-Hope 6-2, Nel

26, Best Westemn 286,

Cement
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Lady Raiders advance to finals of Mideast R

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

Texas Tech finished what
Notre Dame started Saturday.

Aleah : Johnson scored 18
points and Texas Tech rallied
from a 17-0 deficit to beat Notre
Dame 69-65 on Saturday in the
NCAA Mideast Regional semifi-
nals. e Lady Raiders
answe that opening spurt
with their own 17-0 run.

“I don’t know if I've ever been
in one that had that big a point
swing, particularly not at this
level,” Texas Tech coach
Marsha Sharp said. “You don't
expect to have that many
swings with that large a
deficit.”

It helped that the Lady
Raiders (28-4) fell behind 11-2 in
their second-round game
against Tulane before pulling
out a victory last weekend.
Melinda : Schmucker-Pharies
said they never panicked.

“We knew that no matter
what, 17 down, we still had the
whole game ahead of us. We
just had to come out and battle
no matter what,” she said.

Third-seefled Texas Tech will
play top-seeded Tennessee, a 77-
56 winner over Virginia, on
Monday for a spot in the Final
Four. The Lady Raiders
advanced to their first regional
championship since 1995.

Second-seeded Notre Dame
(27-5) had won 23 of its last 25
games, which helped the
Fighting Irish to a No. 5§ rank-
ing. They also had a decided
height advantage inside thanks
to All-American center Ruth
Riley.

Notre Dame even scored the
first 17 points of the game and
led by as much as eight in the

Pes

second half. '

It wasn't enough.

The Lady Raiders pecked
away at that lead with outside
jumpers and finally took the
momentum when Riley got into
foul trouble.

“They never quit. They kept
coming at us,” Notre Dame
coach Muffet McGraw said of
the Lady Raiders’ pressing
defense.

“They got us out of our
offense, and I think mentally we
got out of the game. Mentally,
we saw the pressure, and we
just backed down from it. That
was a problem. We weren’t able
to execute.”

Texas Tech tied the game at 46
on a 3-pointer by Melinda
Schmucker-Pharies midway
through the half. Johnson then
took over, scoring eight of the
next nine points. Her inside
basket with 8:12 left gave the
Lady Raiders their first lead of
the game at 50-48.

Riley tied it at 50 but picked
up her fourth foul seconds later.
Katrisa O’Neal hit a free throw,
and Johnson scored twice for a
55-50 lead that Texas Tech never
lost.

Pierson finished with 13
points and nine rebounds for
Texas Tech. Keitha Dickerson
added 12, and Schmucker-
Pharies had 11 and seven
assists.

Riley, who wound up fouling
out of four Irish losses, wasn't
happy with some of the calls.

“I don’t think I really fouled
anybody. I think being 6-5
makes it obvious when I do
have contact, and maybe it
makes it easier to make calls
like that,” she said.

Notre Dame didn't get much

ky, patient Wisconsin

now headed to Final Four

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)
— The pesky, patient Wisconsin
Badgers are headed to the Final
Four, an improbable journey
they last made 59 years ago.

Coach Dick Bepnett's eighth-
seeded team put on another
clinic of precision passing and
pressure defense Saturday to

amcunl ’
place in the Big ! P
ons of the NCAA West Regional.
The Badgers (22-13), whose
only big-time basketball success
came when they won the NCAA

title in 1941, . the
Boilermakers ' a field
I g e

game. ow-
est-seeded to advance to
the Final gince 1986.

Roy Boone scored 12 points
for Wisconsin, twice his season
average, six of them in the final
2:45. The reserve guard's short
jumper put the Badgers up 56-53
with 2:45 remaining, then he
made two free throws with 1:08

. to play to make it 60-53 and two
more to it the lead to 63-57

beat Purdue for the third time

4

Prices That Leave
Others In The Dust .

Headquarters For
Cyclonic/Bagless
Technology

|
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with 17.6 seconds to go.

Jon Bryant scored 18 points,
including 5-of9 3-pointers, to
lead the Badgers (22-13). Andy
Kowske added 14 points and
eight rebounds.

Brian Cardinal scored all 13 of
his points in the second half for
Purdue (24-10), but it wasn't

E r«hx) OF GAME

help from Alicia , the Big
East’'s freshman of the year. She
only had two points. Riley had
19 points before fouling out, and
Danielle Green added 15. Julie
Henderson and Ericka Haney
each had 10.

Riley jumpstarted Notre Dame
with nine points in the Fighting
Irish’s opening run, which was
helped by seven turnovers by
the Lady Raiders in the first six
minutes.

Texas Tech didn’t score until
13:06 on a breakaway layup by
Pierson, and that woke up the
Lady Raiders. They got back
into the game by scoring the
next 15 and tying the game at 17
before Notre Dame went back
up and led 28-23 at halftime.

EAST REGIONAL
Connecticut 102,
Oklahoma 80

Not even familiarity could
help Oklahoma when it stood in
the way of top-ranked
Connecticut’s bid for a second
national championship.

The Huskies, shocked in the
third round by Iowa State a
year ago, forced 20 first-half
turnovers, used an early 180
run to take control Saturday
and beat the fifth-seeded
Sooners 102-80 in the semifinals
of the women'’s East Regional.

Oklahoma, which lost 84-68 to
the Huskies on Dec. 29 in
Norman, Okla., and played
them even in the second half,
had similar trouble this time. It
trailed 57-42 at the half and
merely kept it from getting real-
ly lopsided thereafter.

Asiha Jones and Tamika

egional
Williams led Connecticut w

16 points apiece, and }
Abrosimova had 15. The
Huskies hit 18 of their first 25
shots and 40 of 70 in all, 57 per-
cent. They scored at least 100
points for the ninth time this
season.

UConn has now beaten
Hampton by 71 points, Clemson
by 38 and Oklahoma by 22 in
winning three of the six games
required to claim the national
championship.

Phylesha Whaley led the
Sooners with 24 points, and
Laneishea Caufield had 22.
Oklahoma finished with a sea-
son-high 33 turnovers. UConn
had 21 steals, including five by
Shea Ralph and four each by
Abrosimova and Williams.

The Huskies' early blitz gave
them a 24-9 lead after 6 min-
utes, about typical for a team
that outscored its opponents by
an average of 31.9 points this
season and features two first-
team All-Americans in Ralph
and Abrosimova.

The Sooners (25-8) never got
closer than 17 points the final 15
minutes, but still finished with
a school-record victory total
only four years after coach
Sherri Coale’s first squad went
5-22. It was their second berth
in the final 16.

The highlight for Oklahoma,
besides just being there, came
in the last seven minutes before
halftime. .

Trailing 46-24 after two bas-
kets by Williams, the Sooners
outscored the Huskies 18-11 the
rest of the way with Caufield
getting 10 points.
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Got an item?

lifer

Cancer.

&®Miami, the most southerly major city on the conti-
nental U.S., sits two degrees north of the Tropic of

#The population in Denver, Colo. is among the

youngest in the country.

Do you have a
story idea for
the iifel section?
Call 2637331,
Ext. 236.
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e the garden.

you can.”

set times.”

take it.”

ot spring fever? An itch to get your hands dirty?
Go ahead, experts say now is the time to get into

“You could get out there and till, mix some compost
with your soil and get the ground ready,” said Gary
Simer, owner of Ponderosa Nursery.

But local experts said the smart gardener will wait a
week and a half to do most of their spring planting.

“I would recommend waiting until April 5 or after to
plant anything but the woody species,” said David
Kight, Howard County Extension Agent. He said April
5 is the area’s last average day for a frost.

“Use common sense,” Kight said. “We could receive
a freeze between now and then.”

Kight said it is still a good time to plant trees, which
can usually withstand temperature changes better
than the more delicate plants.

Cullifer’s Colors, a greenhouse three miles east of
Ira, had its first day of business Saturday, but owner
Peggy Cullifer is warning customers not to plant some
flowers without shielding them from the weather.

“Get the weeds pulled out now, and go ahead and get
the soil ready,” she said. “If you want to plant some
flowers, put them in pots so they can be moved back
in if we have a freeze. Wait on (planting) your beds if

For your lawn, Simer recommends putting on a
“weed and feed” product now. He also suggests home-
owners consider a sprinkler system this year.

“Most people think a sprinkler system will waste
water, but actually the opposite is true,” he said.
“This actually should drop your water bill because it
is designed to put set amounts of water on the lawn at

All three professionals said the recent rain will be a

boon to home gardeners.
“It helped us all, although I wish it had come over sev-
eral days instead of all at once,” Simer said. “But we will

“With these warmer temperatures, and when the wind'’s

when a cold

Can we predict

not blowing, I know people are ready to start working in

of yourself.”

She said in the n€Xt few weeks, people will stért look-
ing at their vegetable gardens. Tomatoes and peppers,
which usually take from 60-90 days to produce, can be

bit before the seeds go in, including squash, okra and
cucumbers, she said.

Kight said if you plant your peppers and tomatoes now,
keep them in protected areas.

the yard,” Cullifer said. “Ym)mdnntmtwmm

planted soon. But the ground temperature should warm a

snap might hit?

“If it thunders in February lt
‘will freeze i April.” L

Peggy Cullifer of greenhouse '
Cullifer’s Colors in Ira has heard
all the old wive's tales about pre-
dicting the weather. But this one,
she said, has been true more often
than not.

“And it did thunder in February
this year, around the 20th or so,”
she said. “I don't know what to
expect.”

Could that mean it will freeze
around April 20?

Probably not, said David Kight,

Above, a tiny seedling waits to be transplanted to a
pot at Ponderosa nursery. The plants are seeded and
at the nursery, and will be ready for planting in your
garden soon. At right, a pepper plant in one of the
houses at Ponderosa. Experts say in just over a week,
April 5, peppers and tomatoes will be ready to go in.

!

Howard County Extension Agent,
but the area’s average last freeze
day, over 40 years, has been April

For a century and more, people who depend on the
weather have devised ways, true or not, to predict it.
Farmers and ranchers, along with home gardeners, have
their own set of rules. For instance, the sight of scissor-
tail birds is said to be a sure sign of spring.

And then there is
the commonly held
belief that once a
mesquite tree buds,
the frost has ended
for the year.

B “With all of these,

[l there is technically
no validity to them,”
said Kight. “But with
the mesquites, there
may actually be
something to it, with
some of the older
mesquites that have
been around a
while.”

Story and photos by
Debbie L. Jensen

Warnming: Parentmg

How am | going to explain
this one to my toddler? A new
report that came out last week
says kids shouldn’t watch the
Teletubbies because it will
make them fat.

Now, in case you don’t watch
this public television show,
(and I can only assume most of
you don’t because it is almost
unbearable to those over age 3),
you need to know that they are
rather large, pear-shaped crea-
tures. Every time they fall
down, which is frequently
while dancing, jumping and
such, you hear a kind of honk-
ing noise. 't is sort of funny.

On their large, round bellies,
each one has a television

X

Bnt it isn't the shape of the
Teletubbies that sets a bad
example for kids, apparently.
It's supposed to be their promeo-
tional tie-ins with fast-food
restaurants that are the culprit.

Kids see Tinky Winky, Dipsy,
La La and Po are available at
Burger King, for example, and
they want to eat at Burger
King. A group of doctors and
nutritionists says that’s a bad
deal.

And, they remind us, another
group of experts has already
said kids under age 2 shouldn't
watch TV at all, anyway.

Just what parents need, more
advice about how to raise their

advice can be hasardous to your health

children. Thanks, experts, we
were all just
waiting for

OK, you can take back my
“mother of the year” award.
I'm sure every parent, not to

you to tell us mention every person, gets a
what to do! bucketful of advice every day
Really, When you have kids, between
though, I do eating, potty training, illness
read this and tantrums, there are so
kind of many issues to deal with that
advice all the at times you seek out others for
time. I enjoy help.
seeing what Of course, much the advice
the “experts” you receive is conflicting.
. have to say. ‘Despis L. Occasionally I have come
But then I go JinseN = acr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>