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STATE

Hutchison: Resigning
wouldn’t hurt Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — U.S. Sen.
Kay Bailey Hutchison isn’t ready to
say whether she will run for gover-
nor in 2010, but she said Thursday
that she doesn’t think that resigning
from the Senate before her term
ends at the end of 2012 would hurt
Texas in Congress.

“I have looked at this from all
angles,” Hutchison, a Republican,
told reporters after speaking at a
luncheon hosted by the University
of Texas. “And I believe that from
the standpoint of Texas in the
Senate, that if I did decide to step
down in order to run for governor,
that Texas would be actually well
positioned because John Cornyn
will have had a full term.”

NATION

Voters’ word may not be
lastin Minn. Senaterace

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — One
Senate candidate says the voters
have spoken. The other says the
electorate still needs to be heard.

In the end, experts say, it could
be the courts or even the Senate
that speaks the loudest on Minne-
sota’s unsettled Senate race.

While the race is headed for
an automatic recount, Repub-
lican Sen. Norm Coleman and
Democratic challenger Al Franken
have other options to alter the
outcome.

The recount is due to start once
results are ' made official Nov. 18,
and it could take weeks. Coleman
clung to a 342-vote lead, out of
nearly 2.9 million votes cast, as

. election officials around the state
double-checked their reports.

WORLD

Afghan Officials: Air
strike kills civlians

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)
— Afghan officials says a coalition
airstrike in. northwestern Afghani-
stan has killed 13 Taliban militants
and seven civilians.

Deputy governor Abdul Ghani
Saburi of Badghis province says the
airstrike hit a house in Ghormach
district early Thursday.

A spokesman for the U.S. forces
in Afghanistan says they are aware
of possible civilian casualties fol-
lowing an insurgent ambush in
the area.

DEATHTOLL

S. milicary deaths in-
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense

Potential

By DAVID ESPO

AssociaTep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
While President-elect Barack
Obama enjoyed a few days with
his family after a hard-fought
election, speculation swirled
in the nation’s capital around
potential administration ap-
pointees.

Obama pivoted quickly to
begin filling out his team on
Wednesday, selecting hard-charg-

0

ing Illinois Rep. Rahm Emanuel as
White House chief of staff while
aides stepped up the pace of transi-
tion work that had been cloaked in
pre-election secrecy.

Several Democrats confirmed
that Emanuel had been offered the
job. While it was not clear he had
accepted, a rejection would amount
to an unlikely public snub of the
president-elect within hours of an
Electoral College landslide.

Obama has promised to hold a
news conference later in the week.

As president-elect, he begins re-

ceiving highly classified briefings
from top intelligence officials
Thursday.

In offering the post of White
House chief of staff to Emanuel,
Obama turned to a fellow Chicago
politician with a far different style
from his own, a man known for
his bluntness as well as his single-
minded determination.

Emanuel was a political and
policy aide in Bill Clinton’s White
House. Leaving that, he turned to

investment banking, then won a
Chicago-area House seat six years
ago. In Congress, he moved quickly

“into the leadership. As chair-

man of the Democratic campaign
committee in 2006, he played an
instrumental role in restoring his
party to power after 12 years in the
minority. ]
Emanuel maintained neutral-
ity during the long primary battle
between Obama and Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton, not surprising
given his long-standing ties to the

)ama appointments under speculation

former first lady and his Illinois
connections with Obama.

The day after the election there
already was jockeying for Cabinet
appointments.

Several Democrats said Sen.
John Kerry of Massachusetts, who
won a new six-year term on Tues-
day, was angling for secretary of
state. They spoke on condition of
anonymity, saying they were not
authorized to discuss any private

OBAMA continued on page 5 23
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By ALEX YBARRA
Svarr WRiTER

he only
thing
wilder

than last year’s game be-
tween Oklahoma State and Texas
Tech was probably each coach’s
post-game press conference, which
quickly became the other “Mike and
Mike Show.”
Although OSU’s Mike Gundy
made most of the headlines, the
YouTube videos of him and Tech
coach Mike Leach after the game
have more than a million hits.
Gundy attacked a local columnist
for a story that highlighted a quarterback
switch, while Leach, who was equally
outraged, went after his players’ dismal
performance.
“Where are we at in society
today?” Gundy said in that press

PHOTO BY

PHILLIP JONES/ conference. “Come after me! I'm
The Daily O'Collegian 3 man! I'm 40! I'm not a kid, *
write something about me or our
coaches.”

Leach blasted his team, which allowed 610
yards in a 49-42 loss while its offense totaled more
than 700 yards.

“We got hit in the mouth and acted like some-
body took our lunch money,” Leach said during
his press conference, “and all we wanted to do was
have pouty expressions on our face until somebody
dobbed our little tears off and made us (expletive)
feel better.”

In the press conference on Monday, Leach

ike

Tech, OS face off one year after famous tirades

SHOW |

revisited Gundy’s epic rant in a way only the ec-
centric Leach could.

“I'm 47, I still haven’t made man,” he said.
“Everybody’s got their tirades. We're all in glass
houses, so you may throw little stones, but not
very big ones.” .

The two coaches will meet again”this week-
end under more pressured .
circumstances. For the &
third time in five weeks, |
No. 8 OSU will play %
a Top 5 team away
from home and
No. 2 Tech faces v ’
its second Top- "
10 opponent
when the two
teams meet
at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday at Jones
AT&T Stadium.

The Cowboys |
(9-1,4-1 in Big 12
Conference play)
have some experience
playing top-ranke
opponents on the
road this season. They
defeated then-No. 3
Missouri 28-23 on Okct.
11 but lost a close one
to then-No. 1 Texas, 28-
24, in Austin two weeks
later.

Cowboys’ quartet-
back Zac Robinson, whose

FOOTBALL
continued on page 8 3>
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National football
exposure shines
spotlight on Tech

By JON VANDERLAAN

Starr WRITER

Texas Tech stomping Texas on Saturday is increasing
the national exposure of the university.

Kenneth DeMarree, an assistant professor of psychol-
ogy at Tech, said the more people see the university'’s
name or information about the university, the quicker
they recall Tech when thinking about universities.

A person is more likely to have a favorable view of
something the more they are exposed to it, he said.

An experiment in which a woman walked into a room
- of students several times throughout a semestet, and the
students were told to relate how attractive the woman
was, is an example DeMarree said could relate to the
image of Tech through the national media.

The more times the woman walked into the room,
he said, the more attractive students believed she was.
Similarly, the more people are exposed to Tech, the more
likely they are to associate it with a good university.

The associations made in the media with success
and winning are good for the university, DeMarree said,
because good associations do not necessarily have to
relate to academics for the university to be held to a
higher standard.

Ethan Logan, interim managing director of under-
graduate recruitment and admissions, said the success
of the Tech foothall team should not be regarded as
the only cause of possible admission increases, but it is
a large part.

Because the university has finite resources, he said,
the national exposure would be good for recruiting
states the university could not reach using its traditional
recruiting efforts. '

* Exposure on the national level will be good to help
“hook” people on Tech, Logan said, and as prospective
students learn more about the students, faculty, staff and
administration at the university, Tech will “sell itself.”

Chris Snead, associate vice president with the Tech
Alumni Association, said the success of the football team
and consequent national spotlight has elicited pride
from Red Raiders across the country — for example:
record alumni event attendance in New York City and
Nashville, just to name a couple.

“There’s no publicity that’s bad when they spell
your name right,” he said. “(We are) excited; that the

IMAGE continued on page 3 23

Stadium student section capacity greater than originally thought

By JON VANDERLAAN

Starr WRiTER

With another big football game looming on the horizon,
some Texas Tech fans may want to learn a lesson from last
week’s game and stick around for a while after the gates
are first closed.

Texas Tech fire marshals decided to allow about 3,000
more students than originally planned into the Tech vs. UT

sion, he said, and did so only after it was clear more students
would fit in the stadium.

Chris Cook, associate athletic director for media re-
lations, said the department closed the gates mainly to
reduce congestion at the gates and allow students to go to
their seats.

While the goal is to get as many students in as possible,
he said, they have to be aware of the fire code and prevent
exceeding the limits of the stadium.

Despite the attempt to fill the stadium as much as pos-
sible, Cook said, one stipulation is that all exits from the
stadium must be open.

Bob Bailey, assistant fire marshal for the city of Lubbock,
said while he cannot comment specifically on the stadium
because it is the Tech fire marshals’ jurisdiction, many
factors go into determining occupancy load for a venue,
including the ability to exit, seating and open areas, some
of which can override the others.

INSIDE game Saturday after deeming it was safe to do so. When the congestion around the gates was cleared, Having every seat full in a venue, Bailey said, does not
Chief Ron Seacrist of the Tech Police Department said  and the fire marshals gave the OK, Cook said, the depart- necessarily mean the venue is at maximum occupancy,
it 11 the gates at the Jonés AT&T Stadium closed before the ment was able to let about 3,000 more students into the and the decision is a judgment call based on a number of
s mlen T 9 game, but were later reopened to let more students in. stadium. factors.
fe Vida : 6 Students were told before the game only 11,600 students For Saturday’s game against Oklahoma State University, Based on personal experience and relationships with
Pajg S v would be allowed in, but when students settled into their he said, students should continue to wait if gates close the Tech fire marshals, he said, safety is their top priority;
Opinions.cocesevvvevsesecee 4 seats, Seacrist said, officials determined more students would  before the game starts because the department always will  they would not make a decision that would jeopardize the
SPOrts...oveveriiiiniirininn 9 be able to fit in the stadium. work to get as many students in as possible and will not  safety of students and fans.
The Tech fire marshals were the ones to make the deci-  stop short. »»jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu
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Luxury foothall seats could fund scholarships, more seating

" By MIKE GRAHAM

Srarr Wriver

The Texas Tech athletic de-
partment plans to expand Jones
AT&T Stadium’s seating capacity
by 2010 by constructing club seats

“This will help us move our
program along by making our
stadium a first-class stadium,” he
said. “All around the country, col-
leges build club seats and suites in
hopes they raise revenue for other
projects.” :

Uryasz said

and suites at a
projected cost of
$25 million. :
Steve Uryasz,
the senior asso-
ciate director of
athletics, said be-
ginning after the
present football
season, construc-
tion will begin
to renovate the
eastern side of

All around the
country, colleges
build club seats

and suites in hopes

they raise revenue

for other projects,
STEVE URYASZ

the funding gen-
erated by the
new seats could
jumpstart the
construction of
new student sec-
tion and general
admission seats.

“Ultimately,
we want to fill
the area behind
the north end

B di ke TEXAS TECH SENIOR ’ e
the stadium wit ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR zone with seats
a Spanish Re- OF ATHLETICS and increase our

naissance facade
similar to the
west side of the stadium and will
feature 550 club seats, 22 suites
with 20 seats each and four double
seats with 40 seats respectively.

Uryasz said the single suites will
cost Tech fans $30,000 a season
plus the purchase of 20 season
tickets for the seats in the suite,
and double suites will cost twice
as much. Club seats will cost more
than general admission seats.

All of the future club seats and
suites have been sold already.

stadium’s capaci-
ty to 65,000-plus
seats,” he said. “We want to give
all students every opportunity to
get into the football games. Our
student base is invaluable as dem-
onstrated last Saturday.”

Construction will last through
the 2009 football season, Uryasz
said, and is expected to be com-
pleted by 2010.

“The construction will impact
some parking on the east side of
the stadium, but how much we
don’t know vet,” he said.

In addition to funding seats,
Uryasz said, the club seats and
suites will be able to fully fund
several full-ride scholarships for
student-athletes.

According to the Institutional
Development Office, which is
overseeing the funding for the
stadium’s east side development,
the $25 million needed for the
construction almost has been
raised.

About $5 million has been
raised since the stadium’s funding
campaign was announced Aug.
7, according a Tech news release.
The $5 million combined with
private gifts has brought the total
of raised funds to approximately
$24 million.

“The response to this fundrais-
ing effort has been tremendous and
we are thankful to all our generous
donors,” Tech Chancellor Kent
Hance said in the news release.
“We are close to reaching our goal -
and need all those who have been
planning to give to make that do-
nation today so we can finish the
campaign and start construction as
soon as football season ends.”

Tech supporters can help the
Tech Athletic Department at-
tain the remaining funds needed
by visiting the Web site, www.
giveltech.com.
»#michael.graham@ttu.edu

HOTO OURTESY OF TEXAS TECH FACILITIES PLIG AND CONSTRUCTION
A $25 MILLION renovation project would give the east side of Jones AT&T Stadium a new facade.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TEXAS TECH FACILITIES PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION

NEW CLUB AND box seats cofild be added to the east side of the Jones AT&T Stadium by 2010. -

In its eighth year, corn maze still going strong

By MELANIE TEAGUE

. Conrmisuring Warer

The Tech Activities Board
hosted several events during
QOctober at The Maize at At’l Do
Farms, and the location’s overall
visitor totals are increasing every
year.

Every year, thousands flock
to the maze, and their numbers
increase every year, said the farm’s
owner, Patti Simpson.

The corn maze occupies a
Hine-acre-area; she-said, which
is about the size of 10 football
fields.

*Simpson and her husband,

The Maize in 2001. That year’s sign welcomes guests to the location of the maize.

visitors totaled about 20,000, she
said.

The total number of visitors last
year was about 33,000, including
families, church groups, scouts,
Tech organizations, students, high
school and junior high students and
out-of-town visitors.

The Tech Activity Board has
sponsored the event for the past
three years, and about 800 Tech
students visited the corn maze in

October, Simpson said.

Amanda Cruse, a junior business
management and marketing major,
said The Maize is an experience
in which students can bond with
people as they navigate their way
through the maze, get lost and have
to find a way out.

“Definitely an experience every-
one needs to have at least once in
their life,” Cruse said.

¥ .1 WF M presents
The Revival Tour

Fri day, A/oVemAer 7
@ The Foundation

(1939 Buddy ¥olhy)
Chuck Ragan (of Hot Water Music)
Ben Nichols (of Lucero)

Tim Barry (of Avail)
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Tom Gabel (of Against Me!)
-and openers-

Andrew Jackson Jihad
Doors - 9 pP-mM-
Sﬁow - 10 p.r.

Tickets are #15 and available

at both

'y a/p/z S K edords /ocaz‘:ons

lbkfoundation.ducatking.com

WWW.KTXT.NET

The Simpsons close down the
corn maze only if heavy rain is in
the area.

Otherwise it is open regardless
of the wind, sun or cold weather, -
she said. When it is cold, people
bundle up and come out anyway
,and most people like to come after
dark, when they use glow sticks to
navigate the maze.

The Maize is part of a franchise

Bud, Bud
Coors Light
Miller Lite

20 Pack Longnecks

Ight Select$

KERRY LENTZ/The Daily Toreador
both Texas Tech alumni, began [N THE PARKING lot of the At’l Do Farms Corn Maize off of FM 1249, a

16.99
Bud Light Lime 12 pk $12.99

group that includes 170 corn
mazes across the nation, she said,
and the owners of the mazes meet
every March to discuss their ideas
for the upcoming year.

The corn is planted at the
end of June and cut in mid-July
when it is about six inches high,
Simpson said, and it takes three
days to plow.

At the end’of the season, she
said, they harvest the corn and
Tech’s College of Agricultural
Sciences and Natural Resources
buys the crop from them every
year.

Simpson said this year’s con
maze design‘is a celebration of
Lubbock’s centennial.

The com maze stays busy with
birthday party events, team building
events sponsored by United Super-
markets for their staff, companies
showing employee appreciation
and student groups from Tech, she
said.

This season’s maze opened Sept.
13, Simpson said, and will be open
through Nov. 29.

For more information, log on to
the maze's Web site, www.cornfield-

Xr:melanig teague@ymail.com
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Bush punts unfinished Mideast
peace deal to Barack Obama

JERUSALEM (AP) — The
Bush administration has con-
ceded that an Israeli-Palestinian
peace deal is no longer possible
by the end of its term and is
preparing to hand the fragile, un-
finished U.S.-backed peace effort
to President-elect Obama.

Obama may not want it, at
least as designed by the Republi-
can Bush administration, seen as
slow to embrace the role of honest

' Mideast broker-Many of Obama’s
foreign policy advisers wete playr
ers in the Clinton administra-
tion’s extensive-Mideast peace
efforts and are unenthusiastic
about President Bush’s hands-off
approach.

After months of publicly in-
sisting that an agreement still
could be sealed by the year-end
deadline set by the two sides
and Bush last November in An-
napolis, Md., U.S. officials said
Thursday for the first time it
would have to wait.

“We do not think it is likely it
will happen before the end of the
year,” White House spokeswoman
Dana Perino said in Washington
after Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice acknowledged as
much at the start of a Mideast
trip.

Bush haq employed Rice as
a goad and monitor, but not a
central negotiator. The adminis-
tration said that to be viable, any
deal should come from the Israelis

and Palestinians themselves.

Rice’s eighth visit to the region
since the Annapolis peace confer-
ence had been intended as a push for
urgent progress on the modest gains
from a year of U.S.-sponsored talks
between Israel and one part of the
fractured Palestinian leadership.
Instead, amid political uncer-
tainty in Israel, where a corruption
scandal is forcing Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert from office, the ad-
ministration is focused on keeping
the two
i sides from backsliding. Rice
wants them to produce a placehold-

ing affirmation of their commitment

to the peace process.

She said it remained an “open
question” as to what form the af-
firmation would take, but said it was
critical for the incoming Obama ad-
ministration, as well as a new Israeli
government to be elected in Febru-
ary, to inherit a solid framework to
restart negotiations quickly.

“It should be carried forward,”
she said, stressing that progress,
if not a full-on deal, had been
achieved since Annapolis, including
the fact that the two sides were talk-
ing again after years of Palestinian
rebellion and international efforts to
support the Palestinian people.

She added that she hoped the Is-
raelis and Palestinians would “affirm
that the Annapolis process and the
framework it establishes is indeed
the basis on which they believe
they can come to a resolution of
their conflict, regardless of anyone’s
timetables.”
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Ambassadors discussed issues pertaining to Oman

By MATT COBB
Svarr Writer

Texas Tech’s International
Cultural Center hosted a panel
discussion with two female am-
bassadors at 5:30 p.m. Thursday
that touched on a variety of
issues dealing with the country
of Oman.

Ambassador Hunaina Sultan
Al-Mughairy and Ambassador
Frances Cook discussed current
issues ranging from western soci-
ety’s portrayal of Arab women, to
women’s roles in the Middle East.
Ambassador Tibor Nagy, the
vice provost for Tech’s Office of
International Affairs, conducted
the panel discussion.

Al-Mughairy is currently the
Omani Ambassador to the U.S.,
Nagy said. She has a strong
background in economics and
finance and currently is working
on U.S.-Oman Free Trade Agree-
ment and is the first woman
ambassador to the U.S. from any
Arab country.

“The United States — for
other countries — tends to be
their number one priority for
ambassadorial appointments,”
Nagy said, “so that is hugely
significant.”

Cook has served as an ambas-
sador to Burundi, Cameroon
and Oman, Nagy said. She was
the youngest ambassador in the
history of the U.S. diplomatic
service, and she was the first
woman ambassador to one of
the Gulf States. She currently is
retired from international service
and runs a consulting firm called
The Ballard Group LLC.

Oman is an Arab country in

southwest Asia that has approxi-
mately 2.5 million inhabitants,
Al-Mughairy said. The country
is approximately 300,000 square
kilometers — which is the size of
Kansas — and has approximately
1,700 square kilometers of coast-
line. Unlike its neighbors in the
region, Oman is a very mountain-
ous country with the highest peak
being 3,000 meters high.

“It’s known for its tolerance,”
Cook said. “Contrary to what
you might have heard about some
of the states in the gulf, Oman
is very open to all religions.
The Sultan provides land for
churches, and he does the same
thing for Hindu temples.”

One of the topics the panelists
discussed was why Oman is a good
location for Tech students — and

other college students around the

U.S. — to study abroad.

Oman is a good place to study
because it is a very “liberal” coun-
try, Al-Mughairy said. There are
very good schools throughout
the nation. Many of the higher-
education institutions in Oman
have affiliations with outside
British and Arab universities.

“There’s a lot culturally stu-
dents can learn from Omanis,”
Al-Mughairy said. “So, exchange
programs with Oman would be a
very good idea.”

The country of Oman is one
of the best locations to learn to
speak Arabic, Cook said. The dia-
lect of Arabic that Omanis speak
is the “purest” in the region, and
it is understood throughout the
Middle East.

Another reason Oman is a
good location to study abroad is
because of its tolerance, Cook

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador

US AMBASSADOR TO Oman, Frances Cook, and Omani Ambassador,
Hunaina Sultan Al-Mughairy, answer questions about their positions
asked by Moderator Tibor Nagy, Thursday in the International Culture

Center auditorium.

said. Oman has the reputation
of being a tolerant nation, and
it welcomes diversity.

“I have had lots of posts all

over the world, and that’s one
I go back to every year,” Cook
said.

¥ matthew.cobb@ttu.edu
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national media is finally taking
notice of what we’ve always known
out here: Texas Tech is a great
university. It’s a great academic
institution and we play pretty good
football out here too.” w3 S0
Snead compared the suctess of

the Tech football team to the suc-
cess of the Northwestern Universi-
ty football team in 1996, when they
played in the Rose Bowl. After that
bowl game, he said, the university
experienced a boost in the number
of students at the university.

Any bowl game would provide
recognition for the university,
he said, buta BCS Bowl would

provide the best recognition for

the university.

While the association has not
seen any spike in alumni dona-
tions, Snead said, there generally is
an increase in donations at the end
of the year, and a Tech BCS Bowl
game also would most likely show
an increase in donations.

The association has 27,500

members, he said, and he hopes ¢

this exposure will translate to.new

members and additional alumni
gatherings for football games and
other events.
*#jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu
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Gay activists jarred by
California marriage defeat

LOS ANGELES (AP) —In a
heartbreaking defeat for the gay-
rights movement, California voters
put a stop to gay marriage, creating
uncertainty about the legal status
of 18,000 same-sex couples who
tied the knot during a four-month
window of opportunity opened by
the state’s highest court.

Passage of a constitutional amend-
ment against gay marriage — in a
state so often at the forefront of lib-
eral social change — elated religious
conservatives who had little else to
cheer about in Tuesday’s elections.
Gay activists were disappointed
and began looking for battlegrounds
elsewhere in the back-and-forth fight
to allow gays to wed.

“There’s something deeply
wrong with putting the rights of
a minority up to a majority vote,”
said Evan Wolfson, a gay-rights
lawyer who heads a group called
Freedom to Marry. “If this were
being done to almost any other
minority, people would see how
un-American thisis.”

Legal skirmishing began im-
mediately, with gay-rights groups
challenging the newly passed ban
in court Wednesday and vowing
to resist any effort to invalidate
the same-sex marriages that took
place following the state Supreme
Court decision in May.

The amendment, which passed
with 52 percent of the vote, overrides

that court ruling by defining marriage as
the union of one man and one woman.
Thirty states now have adopted such
measures, but the California vote marks
the first time a state took away gay mar-
riage after it had been legalized.
Gay-marriage bans also passed
on Tuesday in Arizona and Florida,
with 57 percent and 62 percent sup-
port, respectively, while Arkansas
voters approved a measure aimed
at gays that bars unmarried couples
from serving as adoptive or foster
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‘MyTech’ system more useful than expected

t’s amazing how much

things can change in a

couple of weeks. Texas

Tech won their most significant

game in the school’s history,

Barack Obama has been elected

our next president and I’ve had a

great change of heart in regard to
Tech’s massive IT transition.

Two weeks ago [ gave a rather
unfavorable take on the entire
switch-over to Banner, par-
ticularly the interface of the new
course search engine in MyTech.
Even though I'm not a full-blown
journalist, I feel a responsibility
to make it known when my opin-
ion changes significantly.

Earlier this week I had the
chance not only to explore the
now fully functional version of
MyTech, but also to speak with
the men and women in charge
of making this momentous Con-
necTech project happen.

“This effort has been almost
4 years in the making,” said Kay
Rhodes, ConnecTech Project
Manager and Chief Information
Officer. “It’s the largest change of
this kind that the university has
ever done.”

Up until recently, Texas Tech’s
payroll, financial aid, human
resources, registration, purchas-
ing and many other key systems

Stephen
Torrence

operated relatively isolated from
one another. “This led to many
problems, including duplication
of student records, inaccuracies
and out-of-date information,”
Kay said.

In 2004 Texas Tech began
purchasing enterprise software
components from Sungard High-
er Education’s Banner suite to
replace these legacy systems.
These components are designed
to centralize records and connect
previously disparate modules,
increasing productivity and
simplifying many tasks.

It’s been a rough
transition. Tech’s
information system
is far motre com-
plicated than
we might
imagine.
“We have
electronic
records dat-
ing back

decades and paper

records going back even farther,”
said Dale Ganus of the Admis-
sions Office. “We’ve had to
convert these all into the new
system. It’s a lot of work.”

The university is also making
a strong move away from using
social security numbers (SSNs)
as identifiers. From now on the
“R-Number” will replace the
SSN as one’s official mark on all
documents. Students will also be
getting new IDs in the spring
which will feature their R-
Number.

“Students should
no longer see a
professor us-
ing their

SSN

o n
Scantrons or
any other docu-
ments,” said Sam Segran,

Tech’s Chief Technology Officer.

“If they hand you something
with your SSN on it, tell them to
change it or shred it.”

Students can find their R-
number through the now-active
MyTech tab in Raiderlink.
MyTech will become the
hub for the student
side of these far-
reaching

chang-
es, en-
capsulating
registration, eBill
payments, add/drop and
much more.

Tech has little direct control
over the interface of the MyTech
portal, since it is rooted firmly in
the Self-Service Banner (SSB)
system. But all is not lost.

“We have a lot of interaction
with Sungard through Texas Con-
nection,” Dale said. “We're con-
stantly giving
them feedback
on how they
.can im-

soft-
ware, and
we welcome
students to contrib-
ute as well.”

I got a strong impression
from the ConnecTech staff that
they truly do care about the stu-
dent experience, especially when
it comes to slowdowns during
class registration.

“We've done extensive load
testing on the new registration
system,” Kay said. “It’s been able
to handle our peak traffic very
well, much better than Tech-
SIS 2

ConnecTech and SGA also ar-

ranged a mock student registration
earlier this year, which provided
them with some good feedback
and showed that students should
have little or no trouble getting
their Spring classes.

“This is very much a work in
progress, but we’re doing every-
thing in our power to address
issues as they arise,” Dale assured
me.

“ConnecTech is a laying a

solid foundation,” Kay added. “If

~ we do this right, we won’t have to

make such a drastic change again
for a very long time.”

I encourage everyone to read
up on ConnecTech, MyTech,
Banner and other aspects of this
transition. We should embrace
this change and seek to under-
stand it, not fear it.

At the same time, I urge you
to give constructive feedback to
those in charge when you find
something you don’t like. They’re
working to help us. And I must ad-
mit ... they are a bit smarter than
eighth-grade HTML coders.

You can read more about Con-
necTech at http://www.texastech.
edu/ConnecTech/default.aspx

n Torrence is a philosophy major
from Georgetown. E-mail him at
stephen.torrence@ttu.edu.

Republicans need to wake up,
become more active in politics

resident Barack Obama. That

certainly causes pause when |

think about it. Personally, ’'m
inclined t not hkxng it so much, but
that is my opinion.

There have only been a few days

“ since the electlon, and’ yet somehow [
am already hearing ridiculous banter
about how this is the end of the world,
how these next four years will be the
worst in our nation’s history. To those
people, and to the fellow members of
the Republican Party, let me say this:
Wake Up!

Quite honestly, we have been fight-
ing too long on our opposition’s turf.
Rather than reacting to their policies,
we need to remember and get back to
what successful conservative policies
are. The strained political fight of these
past four years has buried what we used
to know as conservative values. Now
is the time to unearth those ideals
and unite around a truly Republican
banner.

Cease this foolish and divisive hate-
mongering against our now President-
elect. He is not an Allah-worshipping,
evil terrorist. He may be ignorant in his
policies and misguided with his ideals,
but those are our grounds for confron-
tation — and not with unsubstantiated
and erratic arguments.

Seems to me that much of this elec-
tion’s outcome was spurred by millions of
people lacking an actual political educa-
tion, on both sides. If you are educated,
please continue to be so, and if not, L ask
that you put effort into learning about
policy and legislation (outside the eve-
ning news). Multiple outlets are avail-
able with political thought and debate,
and the American people need a serious
revision of understanding if we are to
continue our transcendent status.

One thing I am hearing mentioned a
lot is “We had to have Jimmy Carter in
order to get Reagan.” And I think there
is some truth to that. Consider then,
while you say Ronald Reagan was on the
political scene for 16 years before he was
elected. It was not a spurious or off the
cuff decision from the people.

With this — and with many other
things — we, as the people, need to be
able to grasp fact from nonsense. It is my
hope that there is a man (or woman)
in the mold of Reagan somewhere on
the scene, but honestly that may be
expecting too much of our current
politicians. What we need is someone
to stand for actual conservatism, not
the moderate-leaning tactics that plague
today’s party.

Also, if we evaluate every politician
by the standard of Reagan, there will
only be ubiquitous failure. Watch his
speech on YouTube at the 1964 Repub-
lican National Convention, and you will
get an idea of what we need. It has to be
someone different, someone to galvanize

the Republican party under a common
cause. For all intents and purposes, we
need change.

While we await our political “che-
sen one,” consider the battlefront that
lies before us. On it are the dire issues of
gun rights, abortion, the sovereignty of
Israel, marriage, foreign military bases,
childhood education, immigration, col-
lege education, the freedoms of speech
and religion, Guantanamo, the United
Nations, China, Russia, Iran, our forces
in Iraq, and Afghanistan. Educate and
vocalize yourselves on those, and we will
have come a long way.

Those issues are some of the many
that confront both parties, and each
side draws vastly different conclusions
for every single one. This really concerns
me. [ watched clips of both parties Tues-
day night and saw opposite reactions. I
wonder how many of the people booing
President-elect Obama’s name during
Senator McCain’s concession speech
would have been raucously celebrating
in the speech had it gone other way.

And in that case, how many Demo-
crats would have, instead of chanting
“yes we did,” been fomenting race riots.
There has not been such a division in
our nation since the 1860s, during the
Civil War era. But this is an idealistic
difference that infiltrates through every
state of our union, and that spread
increases the propensity for far more
volatility.

It is dangerous to be on either radical
side of the spectrum, because while it is
wise to voice your opinion, it would be
excessively foolish to place one’s own
personal agenda before the good of the
nation, before the common good of the
people. Abraham Lincoln, in dealing
with his division, quoted a verse from
the 12th chapter of Matthew that [
think is appropriate. “Every kingdom
dl\’lded against itself is laid waste, and
no house or city divided against itself
will stand.”

Draw your conclusions from it as you
will, but it is undoubtedly true that the
radical factions of each party share no
love for each other and would tend to
firse choose violence before ameliorat-
ing their issues. I do not see a Civil War
in our future, but neither do I see any
productivity from the accosting thetoric
that spews from either side’s soapboxes.

Too long has the Republican Party,
due largely to its leaders, been content
with two-cent lines that only rebut
foolish Democrat ones. No longer
should we be a reactive party, but one

that takes initiative.

Now is your time. Now is our mo-
ment. Stand up for what it means to be
truly Republican, truly conservative.
We have too long lived in'and been
mired in stagnation. It is time for this
party to awaken from its cumbered
sleep and to bear forward with the
mantle laying ahead. What are we
waiting on?

n Coulson is a junior
history major from Waxahachie.
E-mail him at derek.coulson@
ttu.edu.

By PETER ZAKIN
Tue Dawy Pamcerontan Pamerron}

tinceton precepts are full
of magicians. We may not
pull rabbits out of hats, but
we can pull ideas out of an equally
surprising place. In fact, we are ex-

buﬂshlttmg

But despite all our bullshitting
abilities, many Princeton students are
quick to condemn the practice out-
right, claiming that bullshit detracts
from the precept experience. Their
condemnations would be more fit-
tingly targeted at the system that nur-
tures our scatological magic. Bullshit
is an evil, but it is an adaptive and

popculturecomics.com © Doug Bratton 2008
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I'he victim is Lauren Conrad from 7he Hills, so
we’re not sure if this homicide is real or fake.’

. perts in the seemingly mag|cal art of |

necessary one. Even if it is the mark
of an unprepared or confused student,
Iconsider it an essential and construc-
tive element of our precepts.
Bullshit has become so immersed
in our jargon that it is essential. If we
are to acquire a greater understand-
v‘mg of its place at Prmceton, I must

Bullshxt is what we do wheﬁ we try to
talk about things we don’t know. It is
a misrepresentation of knowledge, a
cheap imitation.

In his essay “On Bullshit,” phi-
losophy professor emeritus Harry
Frankfurt considers why bullshit is so
common. He explains that “bullshit is
unavoidable whenever circumstances
require someone to talk without
knowing what he is talking about.”
The circumstances that cultivate
bullshit — students encountering
concepts they fail to grasp combined
with expectations of active participa-
tion — arise time and again during
precepts.

While we should be honest about
the things we don’t understand and
ask our peers and preceptors for help,
our precepts are often too daunting
for us to be forthright about our
ignorance. It isn’t easy for students
to confess that they haven’t finished
required readings or that a cerrain
concept that everyone else seems to
grasp is in fact difficult for them.

Ignorance and confusion are
almost deemed too private, too

- shameful for the forum of precepts. So
we approach our ignorance by nobly
staying silent or pretentiously hiding
beneath the guise of bullshit.

Bullshit may be an inferior sub-
stitute for substantiated opinions,
but it is far from useless. By making
effective use of our creative abilities,
bullshitting extrapolates minor points
in question and molds them in pursuit
of a larger point. It skips around the
holes in our knowledge, relying only
on what we do know. It allows us to
make something out of very little.

Necessity of BSing skills endures

For a student whose knowledge or time
is limited, bullshitting can serve as a
valuable utility for learning. |

In fact, in our precepts, I strongly
believe that bullshitting intelligently is
always more productive than holding
one’s tongue. Indeed, a bullshitting
Princeton is far more constructive than
_a,qmet one. Qur precepts should be
éxpioratlons in learning and are devoid
of purpose if we don’t speak.

When learning becomes a spectator
sport, it just doesn’t happen. Bullshit is
an exercise in thinking, a sink-or-swim
test for our thoughts. It makes us dig
deep and exercise our brain to keep our
ideas afloat. Even when we fail, we have
learned a lesson.

While bullshit might aid the bullshit-
ter, it usually provokes nausea and rolled
eyes for everyone who has to listen. Too
often, our peers and preceptors turn a
deaf ear to what they deem bullshit to
spare a student the embarrassment of
being outed as a bullshitter. We stigma-
tize bullshit, so out of politeness for the
bullshitter or apathy to his words, we
don’t regard his ideas as worthy of discus-
sion. We might not gain anything from
the bullshit of others, but that is likely
our own fault. /

We need to reconsider how we per-
ceive and respond to bullshit. Whether
we are bullshitters, the peers of bullshit-
ters or even preceptors, we all play a part
in the game. Instead of ignoring bullshit,
we need to question the bullshitters
and try to understand the source of
their product. If the bullshit is on to
something, as it sometimes is, we need
to investigate it. If the bullshit does not
push a conversation forward, there is
merit to refuting it and demonstrating
why it is wrong.

We need to confront bullshit and
recognize that it can be apositive force.
But until our precepts actively cultivate
an environment in which we are free to
bullshit and deconstruct, our precepts
will seem more an arena of soap boxes
than a facilitator of constructive con-
versation.
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Iran leader offers Obama
landmark congratulations

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iranian
_ President Mahmoud Ahmadinéjad
on Thursday congratulated Barack
Obama on his election win — the
first time an Iranian leader has
offered such wishes to a U.S. pres-
ident-elect since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

An analyst said Ahmadinejad’s
message was a gesture from the
hard-line president that he is open
to some sort of reconciliation with
the U.S.

Obama has said he is willing
to hold direct diplomacy with

Iranian leaders as a way to break
the 'impasse between the two
countries or give the U.S. more
credibility to press for tougher
sanctions if talks fail. His policy
marks a departure from the Bush
administration, which has refused
high-level engagements with
Iran.

Ahmadinejad congratulated
the Democrat on “attracting
the majority of voters in the
election,” according to excerpts
carried by the official IRNA news
agency.

SGA allows vote on
transportation fee,
not on library fee

By JON VANDERLAAN

& Srary Wairer

The Texas Tech Student Gov-
ernment Association voted down a
Senate Concurrent Resolution and
passed another Thursday in a three-
hour Senate meeting that featured
several objections to resolutions
and bills. j

Senate Resolution 44.02, which
proposed to let students vote on
raising the library fee 25 percent
from $14 per credit hour to $17.50
per credit hour, was not passed by
the Senate and now will go to the
Incidental Fee Advisory Commit-
tee to approve or not approve a 9.9
percent increase in the library fee.

The vote is an dutomatic vote
for the student body against the
resolution, and the advisory com-
mittee will make a recommenda-
tion to the Board of Regents to
increase or not increase the fee by
9.9 percent.

Josh Frost, senator at-large
and chairman of the Student Life
committee, said the SGA did not
approve the concurrent resolution
because they did not want to sup-
port a bill they believed students
would not support.

A concurrent resolution is a res-
olution pertaining to an issue that
could be voted on by students.

Frost said the Senate did not
mind voting to increase the library
fee, but the additional money the
library requested was more than the
SGA believed the library needed.

The vote against the resolution,
he said, is positive for students
because it will keep the library ac-
countable to properly spend money,
as the library maintained a budget
balance for several years but only
renovated one stack in that time.

James Baumgartner, Student Sen-
ate president, said one other reason
the bill was not passed is so students
donot confuse it with the vote on the
increase in transportation fee.

- The library is more of a gray
area than the transportation vote,
he said, because the services that
would suffer or benefit from the
increase in library fees are not as
clear.

In addition, the vote would have
seta precedence forcing the Senate
to allow other votes to come to stu-
dents on fee increases, Baumgartner
said, which ultimately would have
negatively affected students.

‘The SGA passed a second con-
current resolution to allow students
to vote for increased transportation
fees, which could allow the univer-
sity to retain off-campus bus routes
while maintaining the current level
of on-campus busing, Safe Ride,
bicycle lane maintenance and the
Bike Tech program.

The vote, if passed by students
during online voting from 7 a.m.
Nov. 13 to 7 p.m. Nov. 20, will
increase the transportation fee by
44 cents per credit hour. If the fee
increase is not passed, off-campus
busing will be eliminated and on-
campus busing, Safe Ride, bicycle
lanes and the Bike Tech program
all will be improved.

Baumgartner said because die-
sel fuel still is more expensive
now than it was when originally
budgeted at $2.40 per gallon, the
SGA needs to increase the budget
to maintain the same on- and off-
campus services.

The SGA had a slight fund bal-
ance to pay for gas from the previous
year, he said, but that balance will run
out at the end of the fiscal year.

Senate Bill 44.07 also was
passed, barring any organizations
from using SGA funding to fund
individual travel for the purpose of
individual presentations.

Many of the graduate student
senators disagreed with the bill
because the main group that travels
for individual presentation, mainly
research, is graduate students. One
of the main arguments in favor of
passing the bill was that it is against
Texas education law, which pertains
to funding travel for academics
separate from regularly scheduled
academic functions.

Jaime Cantu, a graduate student
and chairman of the graduate af-
fairs committee, was one of the
few graduate students to vote for
this bill.

Cantu said if the bill was not
passed, Michael Shonrock, vice
president for student affairs and
enrollment management, and Greg
Elkins, dean of students, would have
the ability to cut funding for travel
from individuals and groups.

Instead of losing all funding, he
said, he would rather make a com-
promise to keep some funding and
hope that, in certain circumstances,
exceptions for graduate-students
could be made.

=#-jon.vanderiaan@tiu.edu
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China envoy’s Taiwan
trip highlights differences

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — He
stepped off the plane with a mis-
sion: Make history by becoming the
most senior Chinese official to visit
Taiwan. Sign a landmark trade deal.
Draw the wayward island closer to
motherland China.

Chinese envoy Chen Yunlin did
all those things during his trip that
ended Friday. But his five-day visit
also highlighted how — socially and
politically — Taiwan and China are
not merely like two separate coun-
tries. They are more like different
planets.

While Chen hobnobbed with
tycoons and officials on Taiwan's
banquet circuit, he was mocked by
comedians, cursed by rowdy street
protesters and scrutinized by the
island’s aggressive media.

The press dubbed his Elvis-style

pompadour

in Taiwan’s raucous democracy, They
wouldn’t be tolerated in Chen’s
communist police state back home,
just 100 miles on the other side
of the Taiwan Strait. The nation’s
top leaders must be respected — by
everyone.

Despite the insults and mockery,
Chen declared his trip a success as
he ended his visit Friday. But he cau-
tioned that the rivals had a long road
to travel toward better relations.

“We have successfully accom-
plished this memorable voyage,”
he said. “We have completed the
mission that people across the strait
have long desired and have handed
over to us.”

But in a possible dig at the pro-
testers, Chen assured the Taiwanese
that if they visit China, they will see
“harmony everywhere.”

“We believe

hairdo “airplane
head.” A news-
paper headline
asked, “Who
knows how
much hair gel
he uses?”

A popular
chant by street
protesters who

We believe the
ﬁtture. 7'0461’ is [07’lg this and that

but we will sholder
it and face up to

the future road
is long but we
will shoulder it

and face up to

difficulty,” he
said.

Chen’s Tai-
wanese coun-
terpart, Chiang

dogged him was, t‘h A ~ Pin-kung, also
“Chen Yunlin declared that

" They he trip was
i;?ig‘cd a huzvl CHEN YUNLIN zucecezgfllﬁ, \:a?f
banner from a CHINESE ing Taiwanese
window at his CONVOY “will continue
hotel that called to strive for our
him a “Commu- ultimate goal of

nist bandit.” He was trapped in a ban-
quet hall past midnight Wednesday by
demonstrators who surrounded the
venue and blocked traffic.

A nightly TV comedy show that
features impersonations of political
figures targetedhim, too, with a come-
dian appearing as a stiff, poofy-haired
Chen with two thuggish bodyguards
at his side and mimicking the slow,
stodgy way Chinese leaders speak.

Parody and protests are common

peace across the strait and a win-win
economic situation.”

Chen’s visit was remarkable be-
cause it would have been virtually
impossible a year ago.

That’s when Taiwan had a presi-
dent, Chen Shui-bian, who was de-
spised by Beijing because he favored
permanent independence. The two
sides split amid civil war in 1949, and
China says Taiwan has two choices:
eventual unification or war.

Texas Tech, Lubbock Police

discuss gameday responsibility

The Texas Tech and Lubbock Police Departments want to reiterate
that the two departments are in constant communication regarding college

football gameday procedures.

The Tech Police Department assigns Lubbock police to traffic duties, and
Tech police oversee the stadium and field operations.

Capt. Greg Stevens of the Lubbock Police Department said, while fans
rushing the field means they may not rush the streets, the department does
not condone students rushing the field.

- The department does not have a presence on the field, he said, and defers
to Tech police on all issues regarding stadium operations, including arrests

in the stands.
»3e-jon.vanderiaan@ttu.edu
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PereR VELLa, Cabernet, Chardonnay, Merlot . ... 5ltr....sale 12,97  SHINER, all types 12pk 120zbtl ... sale 11.97
VENDAGE, Cabernet, Chardonnay, Merlot ........scveercrsne 15Mr.......sale 6.97  Master Mix, Margarita Buckets 9607 ........sale 6.97
Corumeia CResT, 2 Vines all types 750ml.......sale 6.97  Master Mix, all types 1751r.......sale 4.97
“We Will Match Lubbock Advertised Prices Except Below Cost” IN CASE OF PRINTING OR PRICING ERROR STORE PRICES WILL PREVAIL
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Student veterans form organization to aid post-war readjustment

By TINA L. ARONS
Srarr Writer

Going from the battlefield to the
classroom triggers transitional diffi-
culties for many student veterans.

To combat these issues, Bryan
Wilson, a senior political science
major from Pearsall, decided to jump
start a new student organization.

“I served active duty in the hard-
est hit unit in Afghanistan,” said the
U.S. Marine who served in the Iraqi
town of Fallujah in 2005: “Going
from the military to student college
life is a complete-180-degree transi-
tion. It shouldn’t have to be that
rough.”

The Veteran’s Association at
Texas Tech conducted its first meet-
ing Thursday evening in Student
Union Building.

“Our main focus is to assist the
transition from the rigors ofa military
lifestyle to becoming a successful
student,” Wilson said to about 30
attendees. “If you can say you were
the same person you were when you
went to boot camp when you come
back from overseas, then hats off to
you, but | know most of you aren’t
like that.”

Gabriela Saldana, a readjustment
counselor at Lubbock’s Vet Center,
said veterans from Iraq and Afghani-
stan have more resources than ever

before, but they tend to have more
responsibilities too.

“This generation of vets are mar-
ried, raising a child and going to
school,” flle said, “whereas Vietnam
vets just fell out of society.”

She said some veterans face role
reversals.

“A lot of women are in the armed
forces now,” she said. “Some are
mothers who have to leave their
children.”

Nick Ervin, a sophomore history
major from Lubbock, said he has
served two tours in Iraq.

The 28-year-old veteran said he
did not have time to settle down after
he was married, because shortly after
he was shipped to Tikrit — the last
major Iragi city to fall to coalition
forces during the initial phase of the
Iraq War in 2003 — he served his

second tour in Balad in 2006.

Ervin — who wore a shirt with
the slogan “Happiness is Iraq in my
rearview mirror” — said it was a chal-
lenge to return to a life with a wife, a
job and a college education.

He said the first time was the
most difficult, because his friends
were “scattered into the wind” when
he arrived home. The second time
was easier, because he had done it
before.

“I¢’s hard to talk to people who
don’t know,” he said, “but I've done
oK. .

Ervin, who now has a 3-month-
old son, said he plans to join the
student veteran association to find ca-
maraderie and assist new returnees.

“A lot of times,” Wilson said, “you
experience losing a friend or comrade
and you don’t think people will un-
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Volunteer student organization
plans for recycling competition

By BRIDGET DE STEFANO

Searr Waives

Making Texas Tech a sustainable
university while lending a helping
hand is the objective of one newly
recognized student organization.

The volunteer and activism
student group, Seva, met Thursday
in the Biology building to discuss
future plans to promote Tech’s
environmental sustainablility and
volunteerism in the community.

Co-President Terri Dove, a junior
visual studies major from Cooper,
said the group organizes monthly
volunteer work and social events
to serve non-profit organizations in

Lubbock.

“Seva stands for selfless giving
and service in Sanskrit,” Dove said.

The organization was created
in spring 2008, she said, but this
semester marks its first officially rec-
ognized semester with 35 registered
members.. it

One of its big projects for this
year, she said, is working with Breed-
love Foods Inc., a dehydrated food
plant in Lubbock that is geared at
ending international hunger.

“If there’s a need in the commu-
nity,” Dove said, “we have people
that want to help.”

But the main focus of Seva this
semester is recycling.

With many ideas on the table
and little funding, said Co-President
Laura Zak, a senior English major

‘from Lubbock, the group is start-

ing small to get as many students
involved as possible.
An upcoming event to get stu-

+ dents pumped about recycling, Dove

and Zak said, is having an aluminum
can drive.

The can drive, called “Alumina-
tion — Get Canned If You Care,”
encourages student organizations to
save recyclable aluminum cans as a
competition to raise the most money
for local food bank donations.

The drive will be open to all

. student organizations, Dove said,

and interested individuals also are
encouraged to form groups.

Participants can gather their
recycled cans in trash bags or in bins
labeled with their group’s name.

Each group’s cans will be
weighed, Zak said, to determine
the winner.

Beginning Nov, 16, Seva pe-
riodically will pick up cans on
Greek Circle and at the recycling
bins at 26th Street and Boston
Avenue.

The drive will end Dec. 10, Dove
said, and the winner of the competi-
tion will get a “surprise gift” that will
be announced later.
»p-bridget.destefano@ttu.edu

Pop culture moments that defined Election 2008

NEW YORK (AP) — Given the
historic election we’ve all just expe-
rienced, it’s hard to remember back
to last week, let alone June 2007,
when Barack Obama was a true
underdog, polling way behind front-
runner Hillary Rodham Clinton.

That’s when a 32-year-old ad
executive came up with an idea fora
new Web video. Seeking something
catchy to launch a new site, barely-
political.com, he sensed that Obama,
though well behind Clinton, had a
huge following online because of his
youthful appeal.

And so Ben Relles made the
“Obama Girl” video, a racy pean to
the candidate that’s been seen mil-
lions of times on YouTube and other

sites, spawned sequels, was picked
up by mainstream media across the
globe, and made bikini-clad model
Amber Lee Ettinger a unique kind
of political Web celebrity.

“People aren’t just receiving
pop culture from mass media
anymore,” says Montana Miller,
professor at Bowling Green State
University. “They’re agents them-
selves, producing mashups, videos,
making T-shirts. It's difficult to
tell anymore what’s amateur and
‘what’s not.”

So everyone was producing pop
culture this election season: The
media, the candidates themselves,
their supporters, or just people with
a computer and a little time. Here’s

a chronological look at some of the
top pop culture moments of Elec-
tion 2008:

THE POWER OF O:

In May 2007, Oprah Winfrey
endorses Barack Obama on “Larry
King Live,” the first time the talk
show queen has ever endorsed a
political candidate. “What he stands
for, what he has proven that he can
stand for ...
on a limb,” she says.

Oprah’s endorsement — still
viewable on YouTube, of course —
leads to a media discussion of how
valuable such endorsements are.
Most experts say not so much. But
this is Oprah, and two economists
later claim they've calculated that

was worth me going out ~

Winfrey's endorsement gave Obama
about a million votes.
1 GOTTA CRUSH:

The above-mentioned “Obama
Girl” video comes out the next
month, with catchy lyrics along the
lines of: “You’re into border security,
let’s break this border between you
and me!”
he’s not pleased. In any case, Relles
estimates the video has been seen
about 20 million times — 10 million
on YouTube alene.

“The Web, especially online
video, has given us a way to par-
ticipate in this election,” says Relles.
“Something that’s created in an
afternoon can be seen millions of
times across the globe.”

Facebook becomes vehicle for many students’” political opinions

By JOY LUKACHICK
Tz Doy Revenes (L84}

Daniel McGraw logged onto Fa-
cebook on Wednesday morning and

couldn't stop laughing at his friends’+

status updates.

McGraw, a senior at Lousiana
State University, said in response to
the enormous flood of charged mes-
sages, he posted his own — “Relax
it’s over now, Democrats and Re-
publicans can be friends again ... in
a few weeks.”

He said he wasn’t trying to make
peace with both sides, but he wanted
to joke about all the responses.

An overwhelming amount of
Facebook users responded to the re-
sults of the 2008 presidential election
within minutes of President-elect Ba-
rack Obama’s victory by letting their
political alliances be known through
their statuses. But for some students
it wasn’t a laughing matter.

Marquel Elzie, a freshman at LSU,
said he saw a Facebook status using
racial slurs to refer to Obama.

Elzie said he tried to'shrug off the
comment and not let it bother him.

“I have a right to feel proud,”
Elzie said.

James Garand, LSU political
science professor, said after an elec-
tion, people are going to have strong
opinions about the outcome. He
said people ‘will experience a wide
range of emotions — from anger to
happiness.

“People will use the medium they
normally use to voice political opin-

2 Bedroom/2.5 Bath
upscale condos walking
distance to & from
Texas Tech University.
Starting at $144,000.

ions,” Garand said.

He explained he wasn't surprised
young people use Facebook to voice
political opinions because they use
it to communicate.

Jacob Brown Jt;, said he thought

many of the comments and attitudes
on Facebook were racial.

Brown, LSU freshman, said he re-

sponded to the comments with: “It’s
our time to shine, Obama, bitch...”
Chance Taylor, LSU junior, said
his status was against Obama, but
wasn't a racial issue to him, and he
didn't mean to offend.anyone.
1849 had facts online abéut what
Obama and McCain said,” he said.
McCarthy said she thought the
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Do you get up wnth
the chickens?

Imagine being done with your work day before
your classes even begin.
We have an opening to be apart of our
circulation department to deliver
The Daily Toreador to our campus locations.
15-20 hour per week.
Must have good driving record and insurance.

Pick up and return applications in
103 Student Media Bldg.

Open House:

2:00pm - 4:00pm

Saturday, October 11, 2008
10:00am - 12:30pm
Sunday, October 12, 2008

For more information,
call Andy at (806)239-5311
or Darren at (806)928-3716

Facebook statuses on both sides were
immature responses to the election.
Tracy Stephenson Shaffer, com-
munications studies professor at
LSU, said sometimes Facebook is a
shield from confrontation. E
“You can respond or ignore‘com~
ments,” Shaffer said. “But in a face
to face you are responsible to engage

SO

" the idea that for some people,

Obama himself indicates

the
* méf UC Berkeley graduate student

Cross-racial friendships
may reduce social anxiety

By ALEXANDRA WILCOX

Bany Cauronman (UC-Benkziey)

of the study.

They were also more likely to
forge friendships with people of a
different race, based on self-reports
after the study, she said.

“That’s very clear evidence that
cross-group friendship really ben-
efited those people who are prone
to experiencing negativity during
intergroup interactions,” Mendoza-
Denton said.

Members of same-race pairings
also experienced a decrease in cor-
tisol, but did not show a likelihood
of making friends with people of
other races.

“They just had a good time from
a hormonal perspective,” Page-Gould
said.

Increased contact with members
of different groups can ease anxiety

One method to reduce social
anxiety may lie in forging friend-
ships with people of different races
and ethnicities, according to anew
study conducted by UC Berk<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>