MISD author

Jane Rambo, MISD’s
director of reading, in col-
laboration with her aunt
Shirley Tucker, recently
published two books for
young children./1B

- Uncertain 'Boys

The Cowboys hope to
make a decision today on
Aikman'’s playing status,
but were approaching
things as if Randall Cun-
ningham would be this
week’s starter./1C
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Midland grads support 3-day sickout at UT

By Kristine Aleman B State officials from recognizing a labor organization as a
MRT bargaining agent for a group of public employees.
B State officials from engaging in collective bargaining with
Students at the University of Texas at Austin completed their 3 labor organization.
fourth day of class Tuesday after the Labor Day holiday, a cel- B Public employees from striking or engaging in organized
ebration that marks a week of controversy among the UT admin- work stoppages against the state.
istration, staff and student body. For many students, only five days into the fall semester, the
Today marks the beginning of a “sickout,” a three-day strike sickout may mean canceled classes or absent instructors. How-
by the University Staff Association (USA) with efforts to gain ever, the majority of the students cannot ignore the “Support
ground with the administration on a number of issues such as Staff” stickers, banners, flyers and messages chalked along the
compensation, insurance, benefits and premiums and job clas- campus sidewalks.
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sifications.

“The proposed sickout is an effort to call attention to a con-
tinuing inequity on campus,” said a statement signed by more
than 100 faculty members. “Our staff is underpaid and under-
appreciated, not given the respect or the benefits it deserves.”

Estimates suggest that one-third of the staff is expected to
participate in the sickout, although administrators, including UT
president Larry Faulkner, have threatened possible firings of
those who choose to participate. In an open letter to Universi-
ty employees dated Aug. 4, President Faulkner said the state
of Texas prohibits:

“When injustices occur, someone has to stand up for them-
selves, and when they get so extravagant, somebody just has
to say something because no one else will,” said UT senior Esther
Luna, a 1997 graduate of Lee High School. “This is the time
for it because apparently the abuses have gone over the edge.”

For custodians who allege unfair wages and an unsafe work-
ing environment, their determination to have their voices heard
overrides the fear of job loss.

“There’s mostly a strike on the custodlans behalf because

they’ve worked under really ugly conditions and haven’t got-

Please see STRIKE/4A

Bush unveils prescription drug plan

B George W. Bush announces $158 billion plan to
help seniors pay for prescription drugs and improve

Medicare benefits.

By Tom Raum
Associated Press

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — George W. Bush outlined a $158 billion
prescription drug plan Tuesday that he said would offer senior citi-

zens more ¢
Medicare expansion.

and quicker coverage than Al Gore's competing

“Keeping the promise
of Medicare and expand-
ing it to include prescrip-
tion drug coverage will be
a pﬁm'ity of my adminis-
tration,” the Texas gover-
nor pledged at a high-rise
senior citizens’ residence.

The Bush plan would
fundamentally restructure
Medicare, forcing the
government plan to com-
pete with private plans for
the first time. In contrast,
Bush said Gore’s $253
billion 10-year plan would
provide “resources with-
out reform.”

Gore, in turn, contend-
ed Bush's proposal would
leave “millions of seniors
without any prescription
drug coverage.” He said
Bush won’t have the mon-
ey for a major drug plan
if he spends as much of
the expected federal sur-
plus as he has promised on
a tax cut.

Health care for the
elderly has become
major issue of the presi-
dential race.

Medicare, the national
health insurance program
for the elderly, faces deep-
ening financial problems
over the next few decades
as more and more baby
boomers retire and join its
rolls.

Unlike Gore’s plan,

which would add a prescription-drug program to present Medicare
coverage, Bush’s program would give the elderly the option of select-
ng a drug plan either through Medicare or a private provider. Pay-

ments would be higher if they picked a plan with more generous ben-

Please see UNVEIL/4A

Republican candidate Texas Gov.

Midlanders hope
for prescription
help, no matter
who wins office

By Brian Rogers

Staff Writer

With the issue of health care heat-
ing up the presidential race, the pro-
posed prescription drug plan Bush
offered on Tuesday gamered attention
from several local groups.

Cookie Wetendorf, director of the
Permian Basin Area Agency on
Aging, (PBAAA) said she would be
carefully looking over the proposal,
and said, “We will continue to advo-
cate prescription drug help, no mat-
ter who wins the election. The pnor-
ity is to make prescrptions accessi-
ble to people of all income levels.
Currently, the costs are so high, 1t 1s
hard to live on a moderate income
with $500 to $800 prescription drug
bills every month.”

Ms. Wetendorf went on to say that
the PBAAA has put prescniption
drug coverage at the top of its needs
list because of local stones about peo-
ple splitting their medication in half
to make 1t last longer, neglecting to
buy some of their prescriptions, or
even opting to not buy groceries.

“We’'re advocating a prescription
drug plan through Medicare for the
elderly and low income households.
Let’s pull out the politics and put a
plan in place,” Ms. Wetendorf said.

The League of Women Voters is
currently undertaking a census survey
to determine what can bc done for
health care.

“The cost for prescnptlon drugs is
an issue that needs to be addressed,”
according to Pat Stanley, president of
the League of Women Voters of Mid-
land. She went on to say, “The
dilemma is to see what can be done
and how much it would cost.”

The League of Women Voters will
be holding a health care forum on

APPhoto  gont 21 at 7 p.m. at Midland Col-

Please see HELP/4A

presidential George W. Bush embraces Frances Dewitt at
nwwmmmwmrm Inm Pa.

Officials seeking right of way for La Entrada reliever route

Staff Writer

hmecmngnmmsamnmmgmwmdptﬁty
owners will be needed to determine what int in Mid-

hndCountytthaEnu'adaAlPaclﬁoowiﬂpanthmgh.Anym
would have to pass through privately owned lands.

Officials with the Midland-Odessa jon Alliance (Motran),
the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and private prop-
erty owners are currently discussing the viable alternatives for routes
that will cut through the northern portion of Midland County.

The reliever route for the La Entrada Al Pacifico will be a 15-mile
segment of a trade route to be completed by 2015 that would extend

89  from the Panhandle, through Midland County and then south to Chi-

huahua City, Mexico.
say the La Entrada
been missing since the i
in the early 1990s.
the next step would be to begin construction of the reliever route
by2003 The route would connect State Highway 349, just above the
northeast-comer of Midland anﬁum-w-mw

mm edge of . The reliever route
divert what is expected to be a high of freight truck-

of the La Entrada, inc Maotran,
traffic commerce traffic it has
jon of the North America Free Trade

mm&:&ﬁuamm;

i We re trying to under-

- stand from every one of
the property owners: what are
their concerns. Is it a concern
we can mitigate using engi-
neering practices. It’s a balanc-
ing act. We're in that process
right now.’

—(Gary Law

develo::gm

in May. One route (Route No. 3) would sit approximately 3.5 to 4
miles north of the city of Midland limits. Route No. 4 would essen-
tially cover the same route but be 5.5 to 6 miles north of city limits.

With the general consensus being that Midland is developing north-
west, which route is chosen may determine how soon the city of Mid-
land comes into contact with the reliever route.

Bob Bames, former chairman of Motran, said it may be 20 years
mwmmwmmumm
Route No. 3, is chosen.
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B Gore returns to
Internet focus

Al Gore urged massive new
investments in technology edu-
cation Tuesday. He went to
Resource Marketing Inc., a Web
site development company in
Columbus, Ohio, to make his
pitch to move the nation into “the
new economy’ based heavily on
information technology. He said
the cutting-edge focus on com-

puters should make sure that

low-income residents are brought
along. “I'd like to see storefront
puting centers in neighbor-
where computers are not
ily available,” he said. Gore
casts himself as an advocate
of emerging technologies, but
afterbeing stung by cniticism of
his claims concerning creation of
the Intetnet, he has been relatively
quiet on the i1ssue.

B Bush remark about
reporter picked up
by microphone

George W. Bush made a dis-
paraging remark about a reporter
from The New York Times that
was picked up by a live micro-
phone.

As Bush stood on the podium
Monday waiting for music to fin-
ish, he tumed to running mate
Dick Cheney and used an obscen-
ity to describe reporter Adam Cly-
mer in the nearby press area.
Cheney agreed with Bush’s
assessment. Both men thought
their remarks were off-mike.

Karen Hughes, Bush’s spokes-
woman, said the remarks were “a
whispered aside to his running
mate. It was not intended as a
public commient.”

Clymer said, “I'm disappoint-
ed in the governor’s language.”

Cheney refused to discuss 1it.
“The governor made a private
comment to me. It was a private
comment, and I don’t plan to say
anylhing about it,” he told

reporters later in Chicago.

Joseph Lieberman, the Demo-
cratic vice presidential candi-
date, called Bush's remark a
mistake that “reminds us of the
reality of public life.”

B Lieberman finds
place for prayer

Joe Lieberman said today that
religion should be part of public
life, and that politicians have an
obligation to make Amerca’s
“moral future better by the tone
we set.” He acknowledged that
some of his comments about
faith have been misconstrued,
including his use of a quote from
‘George Washington’s farewell
address: “l never felt that he
meant that religion was the only
source of morality, but in an open
society he was saying religion 1s
one good source of good values,”
Lieberman said on ABC’s “Good
Moming America.” He voiced
support for parents who launch

independent, public prayers from

erry's
RiIDS SHOES

“Our big concern is Nttie feet. ™

S CCER SH..,ES

'NATION
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CAMPAIGN 2000 IN BRIEK
Candidates speak out

the stands before high school foot-
ball games, saying “God bless
them,” but the Supreme
Court’s ban on school prayer as
“an official authority, a govern-
ment, saying you must pray in this
particular way."”

B Friends of the
Earth endorse Gore

The national environmental
group Friends of the Earth
endorsed Al Gore Tuesday after
agonizing over whether to support
Ralph Nader. The group, which
has been critical of Gore and the
Clinton administration, ultimate-
ly sided with the Democrats after
deciding that endorsing Nader
would only hélp elect Republican
George W. Bush, said Brent
Blackwelder, head of the organi-
zation.

B Lieberman talks
up targeted tax cuts

Joe Lieberman sat at at a table
at a coffee house in Peoria, Ill.,
Tuesday, talking with families
about challenges they face: how
to pay for long-term care for an
elderly parent, how to afford col-
lege expenses, what to do about
child care costs. He sought to
reassure middle-class taxpayers
that Al Gore’s plans for targeted
tax relief would help them more
than an across-the-board fax cut
proposed by George W. Bush.
“We've come a long way in the
last eight years, so we’ve got a lot
to be grateful for, but now the
question is now how do we use
the prosperity we have”” Lieber-
man said.

B New ads hit Bush
health care record

The Democratic National
Committee plans TV spots bash-
ing George W. Bush on health
care this week, pointing to a fed-
eral court order to improve poor
children’s c¢are in Texas and
insisting: “Bush’ S record: It's
becoming an issue.” The ad will
begin airing Thursday in nine key
states, but Democrats unveiled it
Tuesday as Bush was announcing

a plan to provide prescription drug
for seniors. “George

coverage ,
Bush says he has a plan to
improve children’s health care,”
an announcer says in the 30-sec-
ond spot. “But why hasn’t he
done it in Texas?” Bush
spokesman Dan Bartlett coun-
tered that Texas has enrolled a

record number of children in the
state-federal Medicaid program
under the governor’s leadership.

B Democrats winning

summer ad war

More than $1 million in TV ads
poured into Detroit in August,
wooing voters in one of the pres-
idential contest’s most crucial
states. It was a lopsided spending
spree: 69 percent of the ads
boosted Al Gore or criticized his

rival, George W. Bush. It was the

same story in every corner of the
country, helping explain how
Gore turned a solid lead by Bush
into a deadheat race by Labor
Day. The Democrats spent $35
million over the summer com-
pared to about $25 million by the
Republicans. “You just can’t let
the other side spend that many
more dollars than you,” said
Kenneth Goldstein of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, who is
analyzing the ad spendmg of both
sides.

B Labor-Democratic
ties cleared

The Federal Election Com-
mission apparently has conclud-
ed that close ties between orga-
nized labor and the Democratic
National Committee during the
1996 election campaign were
not illegal. USA Today reported
toddy that FEC general counsel
Lawrence Noble concluded the
level of coordination between
labor spending and party officials

would have been illegal if not for .

a federal court ruling last year that
imposed a stricter standard for
determining illegal coordination.
Republicans complained that the
AFL-CIO spent as much as $35
million to help Democrats in the
1996 elections, much of iton TV
ads, and that the level of coordi-
nation between labor and party
officials made the spending ille-
gal.

B Cheney-embraces
polka and kielbasa

Dick Cheney danced the polka

with a Polish beauty queen, spoke
a little Polish and dished out a few
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a respon

and change lives.’

plates of kielbasa and stuffed cab-
bage in Chicago on Labor Day.
Cheney, whose campaign ‘style
has sometimes been described as
aloof in recent weeks, shed his
motorcade and rode the El to the
Taste of Polonia festival. At the
feStival, he greeted the crowd in
Polish. “Sto lat,” Cheney said, or,
“May you live 100 years.” Then
he spoke about his role as the sec-
retary of defense under President
Bush. “We were proud to work
with all of you to help bring down
the wall and free the peoples of
Eastern Europe,” he said, to
applause.

‘llnllovo
and state
freedom

‘Inovmnst?umwhon
lity to help
faith-based Institutions, tooharltloo and to com-
munltygroupcﬂuthavoslmntholrnbllltytom

of church
need not mean
better way.’

in the
I'uodomovl‘rollton
religion. There is a

, but
from

administration sees
, we will look first to

— George W. Bush
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WASHINGTON — They are
the fad of the moment — but those
sleck, fold-up foot scooters have
sent nearly 9,500 Americans,
mostly children, to emergency
rooms with injuries this year.

The number of scooter-related
injuries has this summer,
with more than 4,000 in August
alone with fewer than
500 in May, the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission said Tues-
day. Children younger than 15
:eeuuntforneuiymnemnoflﬁ
injuries.

“These are certainly not your
%mdmhcrsscommfromthc

Ann Brown, the safety
emmm:dmmmmdm
an interview. “Many kids are end-
ing up in hospital emergency
rooms instead of classrooms.”

The safety commission says it
had received reports of 9411

Philadelphia

- PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
The nation’s sixth-largest school
district braced for a strike as ear-

ly as Friday after Philadelphia
teachers authorized what would
be their first walkout in 19
years.

Union president Ted Kirsch
did not immediately call a strike
and classes were still scheduled
to l:pegm Thursday for the dis-
trict’s 205,000 students and 256
schools.

However, the unanimous vote
Tuesday by the rank-and-file of
the Philadelphia Federation of
Teachers means its 21,000
members could walk off the job
once the union gives 48 hours’

notice as required under state
. law.

“No one wants this strike,”
said teacher Cynthia Acqua-

- role. “It breaks my heart that
education will not continue in

this city as it has in the past.”
Talks continued Tuesday.
The union has rejected district

proposals to extend the school

' day and school year, increase co-

payments for health insurance,

Memorial
commission
opposes site

WASHINGTON (AP) — A

to reserve a site on the

national Mall for a memorial to

former President Reagan was

rejected Tuesday by the Nation-

al Capital Memorial Commis-
sion.

“They unanimously opposed
it,” said Chairman John G. Par-
sons, representing the National
Park Service.

The eight-member commis-
sion was set up to advise the
administration. Rep. Don
Young, R-Alaska, chairman of
the House Resources Commit-
tee, has introduced legislation
that would direct Interior Sec-
retary Bruce Babbitt or his suc-
cessor to name a site for the
Reagan memorial, order a
design and create a commission
to raise the funds.

Parsons and other members
said that memorials could be
added inside the capital’s new
Ronald Reagan Building and the
recently renamed Ronald Rea-
gan National , or both.

Rengnn. now 89, lcft office 11

years ag
If adopted the bill would
authorize an exception to an
agreement last year by the com-
mission and two others — the
Commission on Fine Arts and
the National Capital Planning
Commission — to disapprove
new monuments along the
grassy Mall between the Capi-
tolandthchncolnMemmﬂ
Opposition to the Reagan
mnnmuppwed'l‘nudaym
advance of the commission’s
meeting.
A memorial to World War I
was before the agree-
ment but is still opposed by
some groups, which last month
urged Babbitt to disapprove it.
A monument to Martin Luther
King Jr. has also been approved
for the area but not yet begun.

this' year as of
Aug. 27 majority of injuries
were cuts, bruises and sprains, but

a third were broken bones or dis-
locations, mostly in the arms and
hands. Hospitals treated and
released nearly all of those
injured. There have been no
deaths related to the new scooters.

Dr. Jill Posner, 33, who prac-
tices ¢ ency pediatric medi-
cine at Children’s Hosp ital of

said she saw her first
scooter-related injury in June,
but more have been coming in
over the summer.

“People don’t think about the
fact that these scooters can be as
dangerous as bikes and skate-
boards,” Posner said, adding that
she's seen children with serious
head injuries who were styuck by
cars while nding scooters.

The scooters, first widely sold
in the United States late last year,
are souped-up versions of the
kick-powered scooters made pop-

ular in the 1950s. Their popular-

ity soared this summer and the
scooter industry expects to sell 2
million to 5 million new scooters
this year, the commission said.
That's at least a $200 million
business, up from virtually zero
sales last year.

Bruwn said nearly two-thirds of

;uncs could have been pre-

or lessened if the nders had

been weanng tive equip-
ment. The ety commission
recommends scooter nders wear
the same safety gear suggested for
inline skaters: a helmet, wnst
and knee and elbow pads.

st;gh equipment can cost less than

But some people doubt the mes-
sage will sink 1n.

“No one wears safety gear. |
have never seen anyone wear safe-
ty gear,” said Kristen Tempel, a
George Washington University
student who owned an older-style
scooter when she was younger.

NATION
0 Americans injured using foot-powered scooters

About 100,000
inline skates were Iasl yem
up from about 10,000 in 1992
when they first became popular,
said the safety commission, which
regularly collects information on
injuries requiring treatment in

tal mntm About
hm&l) E ered injuries
usin skalcboards in 1999.

“We're trying to head off some
of the kind of injuries that happen
with inline skates and let people
know about the safety gear early
on,” Brown said. She added that
children younger than 8 years old
should not use the scooters with-
out close supervision.

The foot-propelled scooters
often have small wheels like
those on inline skates and light-
weight metal frames that weigh
less than 10 and fold for
portability. usually cost $80
to $120 and can be purchased at
sporting goods and toy stores.

Some manufacturers have opt-

Federation of Teachers authorize strike

base pay on performance rather
than experience and level of edu-
cation, and give principals more
say in teacher job assignments.

The union, which says its
teachers earned between
$28,600 and $57,200 in 1997-
98, wants smaller classes,
stronger early childhood educa-
tion, a new reading program and
tighter school secunty.

Pedro Ramos, president of
Philadelphia’s school board,
said school officials made plans
to cancel classes if the union
moved forward with a strike.

“Obviously we’re disappoint-
ed that we have not been able to
get a definitive agreement,” he
said. “We're still far apart on

important issues.’

School system officials have
said they will face an $80 mil-
lion shortfall in their $1.6 billion

F---

budget even without granting
pay raises the union says are
needed to keep talented educa-
tors in the city.

Itouch Irl SO

522-1033

Midland Park Mall

CUSTOM TAILORS
1 MIDI.AND

for you. 10,000 jabrics to chooss from.

hmuﬁﬂnﬂ.iﬁmmﬂhﬂh‘dﬂ
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It's the dawn of a new era in health care.

Weds.-

Tel: (815)697-3181 10am.to8p.m.

4300 W.Hwy. 80
87
urs.-fFri-Sat

Olsten Health Services is now Gentiva Health
Services. With more than 60,000 skilled caregivers,
nearly 400 offices nationwide, including 38
pharmacies, we are the number one provider of
specialty pharmaceuticals and nursing services
solutions in North America.

Our new name is strong and our commitment is
even stronger. Now we are a completely
independent company focused exclusively on the
humanity, science and business of health care. So
when you want care you can count on, now and in
the future, rest assured you can count on Gentiva.

To find out more about Gentiva Health
Services, visit our Internet Web Site at
www.gentiva.com or call:

Serving the

ed for scooters with rubber
wheels, the Go-Ped made by
Patmont Motor Werks of Liver-
more, Ca., said spokesman Tim
Patmont.

Patmont said his company has-
n't received any reports of people
injured using their foot-powered
scooters. He blamed the accidents
on smaller models with inline
skate wheels.

“If you hit a little pebble, that 's
all it takes for you to go down,
Patmont said.

Ilwc-(*) A

A funfilled concept to better health,
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Kids aren’t the only one using
the scooters — college students
and commuters in cities from New
York to San Francisco have also
turned to the kick-powered trans-
portation trend.

The scooter revival has also
spread around the world from
Hong Kong to Switzerland. They
have become extremely popular in
Isracl, where a ban was imposed
on children taking scooters to
school in Jerusalem after one chuld
was seriously injured.

-
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announce that Soloray brand of

supplements will be on sale at

30% OFF

throughout

September. Solora
leading . brands of supplements in
health food stores across the nation.
Stock up, as these products retain
their potency for a minimum of two

years.

Your health is our business

We're here to answer any
questions about

T:00am-12:30pm 2:30pm-~

0pm

month of
is one of the

Home Health Care and

Medicare/Medicaid Certified
hway; Suite 103

X 79701
915-520-5002

1030 Andrews Hi
Midland,
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24 Hours / 7 Days A Week

Permian Basin Area for OVER 10 Years
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WEATHER

3-day forecast

Today
Sunny
High 99
Low 70

Today’s forecast calls for sunny skies with highs

Tonigh

Thursday’s forecast calls for sunny skies with highs

90s. Thursday nigh

Friday's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies, with a low around

65 and highs in the 90s.
After an overnigh

set in 1988.

Rmnfa]l ﬂnnﬂ ...... 0.00 in.

Rainfall Tuesda ...... 0.00 in.
Total for monlh ....... 0.00 in.
TOIM X YOO .....00i 6.05 in.
Normal total

(yeartodate).......... 9.21in.

t low of 69, Wednesday’s high

in the upper

t’s forecast calls for clear skies with a low of 70.
in the lower

t should be clear with a low between 65 and 70.

Midland forecast

90s

and a 10-20 mph east wind according to the National Weather Ser-
vice in Midland.

was 102, com-
pared to the record high of 104 in 1948. The record low of 53 was

National forecast

National weather

The AccuWeather® forecast for noon, Wednesday, Sept. 6.

Lines separate hugh temperature zones for the day

United States temperatures

Temperatures indicate Tuesday's high and
Whhnpmjﬂnm
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Some 23 states aheady have
programs to help the elderly pay
for prescriptions, although
Bush’s Texas is not one of them.
Those states could use the ﬁmds

money to begin new programs.
“This plan will help seniors
much sooner than mythmg pro-
posed by Al Gore,” Bush said.
The GOP presidential nominee
said his longer-range Medicare
overhaul — costing $110 billion
over 10 years in additional

(From 1A)

It’'s essentially come to the
point of picking the route that
appeases the maogt property own-
ers and meets the goals of the
highway’s development, said
Gary Law, director of engineer-
ing and development for
TxDOT.

“We're trying to mitigate prop-
erty ownership interests and pni-
vate concerns,” Law sad.
“We're trying to understand from
every one of the own-
ers: what are their concerns. Is it
a concern we can mitigate using
engineering practices. It’s a bal-
ancing act. We're in that process
right now.”

Bamnes said that Route No. 3
has been well received by
landowners. The primary
landowners in the geographic
area of Route No. 3 are the
Clarence Scharbauer llI and
Fasken Oil and Ranch.

“Many landowners showed

FORT WORTH (AP) — Much
of Texas continued roasting
Tuesday in record-breaking,
triple-digit temperatures that sent
utility companies scrambling to
keep up with demand.

Austin was sweltening 1n 112-
degree heat, breaking the city’s
all-time high of 107. That record
had been broken Monday when
the temperature hit 110.

Thermometers also soared past
the 100-degree mark Tuesday and
broke daily records in Del Rio,
San Antonio, Houston and Lub-
bock. | ’

Some utility companies
ctm:mglhackmﬁ

hours as a
“T‘heeqmpumumened.h‘s
like driving a car with the pedal
to the floor for two months,” said
Carol Peters, woman for
electric and gas company in the

qp-ﬂq;-ilnnidulaldur
health-care system now available
t0 9 million current and retired

idate vanous Medicare func-
tions, offering a list of both gov-
emment and private health-care
could choose:

B People with incomes at or
below $11,200 and couples with
incomes at or below $15,200

wouldpcymdnn;formp—

$14,600 for individuals and
$19,700 for couples would get a
partial subsidy for prescription
drug costs. The government
would pay 25 percent of premi-
ums for prescription drug plans
for those in higher income class-
es

B Catastrophic protection
would be provided for all seniors
with Med:we costs over $6,000
annually.

Separately, Bush said he

preference for the route that runs
more southerly,” Bames said. “It
is perceived that route three
would be more well accepted.
From Motran’s point of view this
is the route with the more natur-
al flow.”

Doug Henson, spokesman for
the SBC Corporation could not be
reached for comment Tuesday.

And, Chuck Hedges, spokesman
for Fasken O1l and Ranch was out

which route is finally selected,
Midland County will have to dish
out between $1 million and $2
million for right of way. He said
there are two key issues in pur-
suing the right of way for the pro-
ject: How is it going to impact
adjacent property owners and
neighborhoods? How can
TxDOT reduce these impacts and
not put a bigger burden on the
city and county and still meet the

state with 2.6 million customers.
“But we're not close to having
any. brownouts or blackouts.”

Several cities shattered all-
time high records Monday: 112
degrees in College Station, 109 in
San Antonio and Houston and
104 in Galveston.

Other arecas Monday reported
record highs for September: 111
degrees in the Dallas-Fort Worth
area and 107 in Del Rio.

The hottest ever in
Texas was 120 degrees, record-
ed in Seymour in August 1936
and Monahans in June 1994.

As of Tuesday,
have exceeded 100 degrees for 57
days in Del Rio, 45 days in Col-
lege Station, 44 days in Dallas-
Fort Worth, 37 days in Austin, 20
days in San Antonio, 20 days in
Houston and 12 days in Lubbock

The culprit is an upper-level

SI YE"EHIEI‘.”

Bush says plan would modernlze Medlcare

" would m&
"1;un u;nd:z:ue

That would bring to $198 bil-
lion the wtal in new Medicare-
related incentives,

Gore, campaigning in Colum-
bus, Ohio, said the plan would
lelve“mllhomofmmwuh-

you give away all of the surplus

in the form of a giant tax cut to
thewea!thyntheexpmcofthe
middle class,” Gore said.
Under Gore’s plan, seniors
earning under $11,200 a year
would pay no premiums or co-
payments — as in the Bush plan.
Otherwise, his plan would
cover 50 percent of the cost of
medicines up to $5,000 with cat-
astrophic protections after $4,000
in out-of-pocket expenses.
About 25 million people in the
Medicare program have pre-

TXDOT: Route No. 3 well-received by

leveraging proposal made by
Motran to Texas Transportation
Commission?

Law said Motran two years ago
promised to give the Texas
Transportation Commission
ownership of the right of way in
exchange for $8.5 million in state
funding to help pay for the $15
million project. The other funds
to pay for the project will come
from other federal and state con-
tributions.

Glen Larum, public informa-
tion officer for TxDOT, said the
least likely scenario, or last resort
in picking a route, would be to
declare eminent domain through
the vanious properties.

“Eminent domain is the last
resort when property owners and
the state can’t reach ap agree-
ment,” Larum said. “That’s the
process by which courts deter-
mine property values and the

state compensates the land own-
er. We make every effort to reach

high pressure system stalled over
mmhnflhcstaleformorelhan
two months,

or moisture from méu]f of
Mexico, meteorologists said.

But the system is starting to
weaken and move to the north-
west, which should drop temper-
atures into the 90s and bring a
chance for ramn in central and east-
emn Texas this weekend, fore-
casters said.

Forty heat-related deaths have
been confirmed this year in the
combined Dallas and Houston
areas.

The National Weather Service
issued an extreme fire danger
waming in north central Texas on
T , the 67th consecutive

dlE rain in the area.

HELP: ‘Any kind of plan is better than what we have now’

(From 1A)

lege in the Road Runner Room
to discuss the issues surrounding
health care.

Alexandra Rose, the district
coordinator for AARP, said,
“There definitely should be some
relief and coverage for those who
need it, but there should be a
choice in the matter instead of the
federal Medicare bureaucracy.”

Ms. Rose also said she prefers
any plan that goes l:meﬂect
immediately. “I agree Bush
that Clinton and Gore haven't
&nnhﬁl’aﬂ and

ne:hlobehne.“
While the difference between

!

i
ol 1

fi

lhetwoplmumllnnchlm
Rmceuddaed:ffetencemthe

si
between ush’'s SISB billion
dollar and Gore’s $253 bil-
lion I just wish I knew
where cither of them were going
to get the money for this. It's
wonderful to say we’re going to
do this, but I want to know how.”

Kelly Ives, director of com-
and senior services for the
Midland, said, “Any kind
of plan is better than what we

have now. The average
mtmmum.
mﬂfa

{ |

mn

that they |-

;

director of Casa de Amigos,
said, “We see many senior Citi-

e
i under a 1997
. deficit-reduction act.
TheMphnmldemol-'

plan puts us well on the way for
price controls for drugs,” Bush

‘said as he announced his plan at

Allentown’'s Gross Towers, a
ter.

Ruth Thomas, 80, president of
the tenant council at the resi-
dence, praised Bush's proposal.
Amtnpumpﬂondmgns
essential. We need our medicines.
And sometimes paying for them
is difficult.”

“Seniors ought to have differ-

ent options,” Bush said later in

the day at a hospital in Scranton,
Pa.

Bush’'s unveiling of his drug
plan came as the Democratic
National Committee planned to
criticize him on health care mat-
ters in new television commer-
cials this week. The $5 million
television buy is targeted in nine
key states.

landowners

a good faith settlement. But
there are cases when there is just

an honest disagreement.

Barnes predicted that the right
of way acquisition process would
proceed smoothly, thanks to pos-
itive feedback from property
owners.

“ft will go through the land of
people who are receptive to it,”
Bames said. “They might want to
be left alone but are willing to do
it. It will happen so that people
that don’t want it won’t have it
on their property. The property
owners have been very willing to
be open-minded and listen.”™

And, Bames concluded there
will be no immediate economic
prosperity for landowners in
north Midland County. “For the
property owners it’s an inconve-
nience,” Bames said. “Twenty
years from now there could be
some financial benefit. They're
trying to do what’s nght.”

Texas cities breaking heat records, taxing utility companies

fires, parching crops and drying
up reservoirs, the high tempera-
tures and below-normal rainfall
also are taking a toll on many
houses.

Dry soil combined with this
spring’s excessive rain has caused
soil to swell and lift foundations.

Reporter-

illinois Ave., Midiand TX 79701. Peri-
odicals paid at Midland TX
79711, TMASTER: Send

address changes to the Midiand
Reporter-Telegram, P.O. Box 1650,
Midiand TX 79702.
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HAMILTON, Mont. — Draw-
ing on their of the land
and the behavior of wildfires,
wc{mmp

management officer for the U.S.
Bureau of Indian Affairs Rocky
Mountain regional office In
Billings.

About 4,500 to 5,000 Indians
have taken part in the fight against
wildfires this summer, said Jim
Stires of the Bureau of Indian
about 20 percent of the nation’s
firefighting force.

Indian crews are well-repre-
sented among the hundreds of fire-
fighters in Montana’'s Bitterroot
Valley, which is facing one of the
West's bi fires. Blackfeet
Indians are here. So are the Gros
Ventre, Assiniboine, Chippewa

with his hair in braids.

“We used to set our own burns
just to cleanse the forest in the
past,” he said. “Now, our Jire
knowledge, the way we move
through the mountains, is an
advantage. We are more aware of
the type of situations we could get
into, and we’re better at remem-
bering ground. It seems to come
natural with our crews.”

Tonasket, who has been fight-
ing fires for 13 years, keeps his
crew in a tight circle of tents — a
Circle of Life. “It’s the way I treat
my crew,” said Tonasket, who
leamed the celebration-of-life tra-
dition from his elders. “We stay in
the circle, we treat each other as
famaly.” -

“l guess you say we're

to this,” said 33-year-
old Leonard Foreman, a Kiowa

Foreman has been fighting fires
for the past six years and is on his
fifth fire this season. This year, his
crew.

“Most of us are related by
blood or by marriage,” Foreman
said. “We leamed how to handle
pressure a long time ago and work

School worker
shot; husband
commits suicide

BIDWELL, Ohio (AP) — A
man shot his estranged wife to
death Tuesday in the parking lot
of the elementary school where
she worked and then went home
and killed himself, authorities
said.

Classes were canceled for
the day after the shooting at Bid-
well Porter Elementary School.
It happened more than an hour
before the school’s 400 students
began arriving for class.

Linda Shoemaker, 52, a cook
at the school, was shot several
times by her husband, Frank, at
about 6:30 a.m. while she was
still in her car, Gallia County
Coroner Dr. Daniel Whiteley
said. A co-worker summoned
authorities.

“There were at least three
shotgun casings on the ground
around her car,” Whiteley said.

Frank Shoemaker’s body was
found about 30 minutes later in
a lawn chair in his front yard
about ecight miles from the
school, Whiteley said. He was
66.

The couple were getting a
divorce, and she had obtained a
court order of protection against
him, the sheriff’s office said.

Bidwell is a small Appalachi-
an community about 80 miles
southeast of Columbus near the
West Virginia border. Classes
began there Aug. 28.

American Indian firefighters
contribute thel

r expertise
T e e S st

is
. it is more than family. Lloyd
Reevis, 68, started fighting fires in
the 1950s and retumed to thas
Montana's B ect
m'vlm' to make some money.
On Indian reservations where
often is '

firefighting for the federal gov-
emment has become an econom-
ic anchor. The salary for fire-
fighters starts at more than $10.60
an hour, and rises to as much as
$13.30 an hour for crew bosses.
This year, Reevis’ daughter
also turned to firefighting, and his
wife watches their grandchildren
while their daughter is on the fire
line.
Tonasket, who works as a road
engineer for the Colville Tribes
fighting money serves as more of
a bonus for his family of six. But
to members of his crew, it is much
more.
“Their salary, wages, here is
y a third of their wages for
the year,” Tonasket said. “Fire-
fighting is a big part of our
employment on the reservations.™
While no one is cheering, the
busy fire season has been a boon
for the Indian fire crews after two
relatively quiet years that hutt
reservation Income.

Valley are waning, blunted by cool,
rainy weather over the Labor Day
weekend. But fires continued to
bum on more than 400,000 acres
in and around the valley Tuesday,
and hundreds of firefighters
worked to contain them.
Tonasket’s crew of 19 men and
one woman received word it is

pulling out for a couple of days of
rest.

“We made a good reputation for

ourselves here,” he said.

NATION
Last pipeline survivor dies

CARLSBAD, No.l‘i_d. Sﬁ’gh; heat h& u.l[ﬂwnu it nl:cllet:td sleep-
The only survivor of a pipels ' tents. a crater
jon that killed 11 members ﬁfmlongandzﬂfm .

her extended family died A family member filed a fed-
Tuesday. eral lawsuit Aug. 30 in Albu-

Amanda Smith, 25, lost her qtmm.allegingE.IPmNa-
ural failed to comply with

husband and two children in the
fiery blast that engulfed the fam-  state and federal rules and did
ily’s campsite near Carlsbad on not properly inspect and main-

Al?ﬁel'l tain the line.

never regained con- National T ion Safe-

sciousness and died at a Lub- ty Board investigators found that
The vicims were ing ecalen away half o pipe’s

along the Pecos River in New wall in places. But the agency

Mexico when the pipeline erupt-  said it could take a year to pin-

ed in a fireball and generated point the cause of the tragedy.

Boand Lontifiod Digestive Dissases and Tutonnat W odicine

« HEARTBURN * NAUSEA « CONSTIPATION
« HEMORRHOIDS * BLOATING * VOMITING

« DIARRHEA * HEPATITIS
Stomach Problems, Abdominal Pain, Gallbladder
Problems, Colon Problems, Blood in Stools, Scopes

1706 WEST TEXAS
MIDLAND, TX 79701

620-9797
(ANSWERED 24 HOURS)

APPOINTMENTS WITHIN 24 HOURS

MEDICARE/ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED Dr. Almudena Ramos

HHave you done your
homework on
the rising cost of CO ege?

We can provide a free college cost analysis that will show you:
* approximately what the college of your choice is expected to cost in the future;
* how much you'll have to save monthly or annually; and

* how to develop an investment plan that can help you meet your savings goal.
Call or stop by today for more information.

Call or Stop By Today
1909 W. Wall, te. & -
Midland, TX 970!
Bus 9156824994

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

EdwardJones

Serving Indivsdual Investors Sance 1871
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Ask about our Buddy Plan.

I G.R. ALBERTSON, D.O. * D.W. DAVISON, M.D."
' 6. LANG, M.D.

! *Board Certified in Bariatric Medicine
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DONATE $20 TO SPECIAL OLYMPICS AND GET A FREE NOKIA 5120 DIGITAL PHONE.
At Southwestern Bell, Special Olympics is something we believe in. With your help, we can achieve our
goal of raising $40 million over four years and give Special Olympics athletes the opportunity to train

and compete. And right now when you sign up for select plans, you'll get:

» A FREE Nokia 5120 digital phone (a $149 value)

» FREE weekend calling

Ask about our exclusive FamilyTalk®™ plan and get up to four additional lines and shared minutes to
keep your busy family in touch.

Southwestern Bell
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E — oy Tgw

i
= B e T T o TRy o R

and chgital rate plans of $35 or greater
and result in standard early
other measured usage are rounded up to the next full minute al the end of each call for biting

450 ANMYTIME MINUTES
FREE WEENEND CALLING

300 ANYTIME MINUTES
FREE WEEKEND CALLING
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1-888-333-BELL
or shop online at
www.swbellwireless.com

SOUTHWESTERN BELL
WIRELESS

ODESSA
4937 E 42nd St
520-1800

wal-Mart

4210 John Ben Shepperd Pkwy
550-0955

Wal-Mart
2450 W Loop 338
332-3444

MIDLAND
4400 N Midiand Dr, Ste 600
520-1800

Wal-Mart
4517 N Mhdland Dr
520-2321

AUTHORIZED AGENTS

ODESSA
Basin Commumicatons
2535 N Jackson St
332-2337

Radio Shack
4102 E 42nd St
Music City Mall

362-6348

Radio Shack
3301 Andrews Hwy
367-7111

Rado Shack
901 N Grandview Ave
332-9322

Super Stnipes
1021 E 8th St
563-0419

Wireless Retail
- 4230 John Ben Shepperd Pkwy
(inside Sam's)
363-3039

MIDLAND
Bt Cellular
1004 S Midkift St
699-7993

Radwo Shack
9 Meta Dr
682-7001

Radio Shack
4511 N Mdkiff St
697-7971

The Telephone Store
3205 Cuthbert. Ste B-4

689-9885

Wireless Retail
1500 Tradewinds Bivd
(nside Sam's)
697-9638
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — China
trade was the first order of busi-
ncss Tuesday as the Senate
- returned from its summer recess
" with leaders of both parties
- determined to approve the nor-
" malization of trade relations
. before lawmakers close shop to
* campaign before the November
. elections.

- Passing the bill this year 1s
. “profoundly important for the
- country,” said Sen. Max Baucus,
. D-Mont., a leading advocate of
widening trade with China.

. “While supporters believe they
- have 4solid majority in the Sen-
~ ate, face two real dangers —
ume Ulimitations as Congress
rushes td finish its work for the
year and the determination of
some senators to link normalized
trade to China’s weapons pro-
liferation and human rights
record.

The House approved the Chi-
na trade bill last May on a 237-
197 vote, and the concern is that
any Senate amendments to that
bill would effectively kill it for
the year because there wouldn’t
be time for the two chambers to
work out differences between the
measures.

“Bluntly, a vote to amend 1s a
vote to kill this bill and, with it,
any chance that U.S. workers,
farmers and businesses will ben-
efit from China’s accession to the
World Trade Organization,” said
Sen. William Roth, R-Del., said
as the Senate began debate on the
measure. Roth is chairman of the
Finance Commuittee.

China'’s trade status has been
subject to annual review under a
1974 act governing trade with
communist states. The legislation
to make normal trade relations
permanent comes after China last
year, as part of its effort to join

German defense
minister injured
in car accident

WASHINGTON (AP)
Germany's defense minister suf-
fered cuts on his forehead and
foot Tuesday when the car he
was in was hit by a deploying
security barrier as his entourage
entered the Pentagon grounds.

Pentagon spokesman Ken-
neth Bacon said Defense Min-
ister Rudolf Scharping and Ger-
many's defense attache in
Washington, Army Brnig. Gen.
Peter Goebel, were taken to a
local hospital for precautionary
tests.
~ “The injuries are
Bacon said.

Scharping and his delegation
were armving at the Pentagon for
a meeting with Defense Secre-
tary William Cohen. The car car-
rying Scharping and Goebel
was moving through a secunty
guard station when a steel bar-
rier popped out of the ground,
struck the car from below and
lifted it slightly into the air,
according to Detlef Puhl, a Ger-
man Defense Ministry
spokesman who was nding in a
car behind Scharping's.

Bacon described Scharping as
shaken but stable. Puhl said
Scharping got out of the car and
lay down on the ground. Cohen,
waiting on the Pentagon steps to
greet the minister, rushed to his
side.

Bacon said Scharping was
taken to Cohen’s office, where
he telephoned his family in
Germany and was attended by a
U.S. military physician. Scharp-
ing’'s glasses were broken. He
and Goebel, who suffered a
bloodied nose, were then taken
to Arlington Hospital in subur-
ban Virginia for precautionary
tests.

An American security agent
also suffered minor injunes,
including an abrasion on his
chin, Bacon said.

Bacon said the sccunly barn-
er had been placed in “parade
mode,” meaning it was elec-
tronically locked into position so
that it would not pop up while
the German delegation droye
through the guard area. He said
it was not immediately clear why

light,”
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the WTO, reached an agreement
with U.S. negotiators on lower-
ing its tariffs and removing trade
barriers.

Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott, R-Miss., said he hoped to
reach a final vote on the trade bill
by the end of next week.

The biggest fight is likely to be
Over an ex amendment by
Sens. Fred Thompson, R-Tenn.,
and Robert Tomncelli, D-N.J,,
that would urge the presideat to
apply sanctions against China
and others contributing to
weapons proliferation.

Thompson has rewritten his
measure to give the president

more latitude 1n lﬂ

tions, but both the

and American business groups
still oppose it, say China
would merely turn wl?umpun
and Japanese sellers.

Baucus, whose state stands to
benefit from increased farm
product exports to China, said he
ex the Thompson measure
to be defeated. But Thompson
said it would be a “tough vote™
in an election year where law-
makers must explain how they
are dealing with China’s
increased proliferation.

Lawmakers don’t want to

seem “to be so caught up in this

relalmm) frenzy thal we do
nothing about this threat,”
said.

Although Lott has said he
wants to see an amendment-free
bill, he said Tuesday: “I feel a
need to vote for Senator Thomp-
son’s issue because | think he's
right on the substance.”

The trade bill has been the
focus of a fierce lobbying strug-
gle between labor and human
rights groups, which oppose it,

and business groups that consider
it the most i t legislation
Congress will take up this year.

They estimate that U.S. manu-

factured goods exports would
more than triple with China’s
accession to the WTO.

Frank Vargo of the National
Association of Manufacturers
said his organization is sending
letters to 1,000 of its members
this week “urging them not to be
complacent” and to oppose the
Thompson measure “in any
form. ... We do not want to see
it go back to the House. It’s too

u:nE)l‘lmt.

addition to Thompson, the
unlikely team of conservative
Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., and
liberal Sen.,Paul Wcllslonc D-
Minn., are worhng together on

NAmN mmmmmn_Aﬁwmmv , SEPTEMBER 6, 2000

Senate moves toward vote on Chlna trade relations bill

a package of human rights
amendments.

Helms contended that China
has become more of a threat to
the world, particularly Taiwan,
under normal trade, and that per-
manent trade status “is
the most ill-advised
islation to come to Senle in

my 28 years as a senator.”

Wellstone has readied at least
five amendments that would
link normal trade to China’s
respecting religious freedom,
improving human rights, ending
prison-made exports and pro-
tecting worker rights in both the
United States and China.
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USDA, inspectors spar over system for regulating meat plants NG

Agriculbare Dopertment sperred
nt
Tuesday with representatives of
its meat mpectotfs over whether
a new s or oversecing

m improved the
of beef, pork and pwltry

Umoll ntatives, who
have criticized the 4-year-old
science- system, said it has

iven companies too much pow-
Er to police themselves and
allo unsafe meat to reach
American houscholds.

“It 1s not ing and shows no
sign of working in the future,”
said Arthur H

ughes, a ?okwmn
for the National Joint Council of

Food Inspection Locals.

The new inspection system,
supported by major consumer
groups, requires companies to
identify lm;u:nnal hazards in
slaughtcrhouses and processing
plants and implement controls for

USDA ins
minated meat by poking and

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.
(AP) — NASA began the count-
down Tuesday for the launch of
spmcshul:tchtlanus which will
be heading back to the intemational
wﬂnﬂmmﬂnamwmwmd
fresh load of

Liftoff is set oanday

This time, astronauts and cos-
monauts will visit a space station
that is nearly double in size.

The seven shuttle crew members
will be the first to enter the new-
ly attached Russian control mod-
ulc Zvezda, in orbit. They will
unloadsupphasﬁ'ommlannsand
a Russian cargo ship that’s already
docked to the 230-mile-high sta-
tion, and hook up equipment to be
used by the first permanent crew,
due to arrive at the beginning of
November.

Atlantis’ flight kicks off a quick
succession of shuttle missions to
finish building the space station,
whlchhasbeenboggeddownb
Russia’s economic £mblcms
Zvezda, for instance, did not fly
until July, more than two years late.

Coum:iﬂns week’s launch.

flights are planned to

space station between now and

thcal:lofthcyear NASA expects

to maintain that quick pace in 2001
and every year thereafter.

Dm'mgﬂrll—da)'ﬂlghl.uand
cosmonaut Yuri Malenchenko will
go outside to install cables between
Zvezda and another Russian mod-
ule. At one point, the spacewalk-
ers will be about 110 feet from

sniffing it. The ins

now are to ensure tlzc the phnts
follow their sanitation plans and
to do some microbial testing.

“There is no question” that
meat is safer under the new sys-
tem, said Thomas Billy, admin-
istrator of USDA’s Food Safety
and Inspection Service. “We
have seen remarkable improve-
ment, and we expect that to con-
tinue.”

A report released in June by
USDA's inspector general agreed
that meat is safer but said Billy’s
agency had “reduced its oversight
beyond what was prudent and
necessary for the protection of the
consumer.”

The inspector general said
plants should be required to do
more testing of meat, and
USDA'’s enforcement actions are
inconsistent and often ineffective
in preventing repeat violations of
federal safety standards.

Two advocacy groups that sup-
port the position of the inspectors’
union, the Government Account-

Countdown begins for Atlantis launch

Atlantis — the farthest anyone has
floated from the shuttle using
tethers.

Forecasters put the odds of
good launch weather Friday mom-
ing at 60 percent. Rain and clouds
are the main concerns. Liftoff ime
is 8:45 am.

The only technical pmblc:m
involved a navigation device at the
space center that tly was
damaged by lightning over the
weekend. NASA expects to have
the unit fixed by Fnday.

Investment products provided by Banc of Amersca luvestments. Inc

ability Project and Public Citizen,
released results of a survey that
was distributed by union leaders
to about 2,340 of the 3,850
inspectors trained to oversee the
new system.

Of those queried, 451 inspec-
tors responded, and 210 reported
instances when they had not tak-
en “direct action” after spotting
contamination such as feces on
carcasses, something they would
have done under the old system.
Inspectors also said they were
threatened with lawsuits by
Processors.

Some inspectors also said that
while they su the system in
concept, they don’t think USDA

able to call the shots because of
their enormous political clout,”
said Wenonah Hauter of Public
Citizen, a group founded by
Ralph Nader.

Billy attributed the complaints
to disgruntled inspectors but said
the survey results “indicate we
need to provide further training
and education for our employees.”
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