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BSISD trustees
meet this evening

Big Spring
Independent School
District trustees will
consider budget
amendments, district
goals and a facility
study when they con-
vene at 5:15 p.m. today
in the high school
board room, 707 11th
Place.

A contract renewal
for auctioneer services,
the 2004 tax roll, delin-
quent properties and
the superintendent’s
report are also on the
agenda.

Winter concert set
for BSHS band

The Big Spring High
School band will hold
its winter concert at 7
p.m. today in the
school auditorium.
There is no admission
“fee but those attending
are asked to bring
cans of food which
will be given to the
Salvation Army.

The concert will fea-
ture the full band,
playing selections such
as “Christmas
Festival” by Leroy
Anderson, “Slovanic
Folk Suite” by Alfred
Reed, “Home tor
Christmas,”
“Greensleeves
Rhapsody” and “Jingle
Bells Forever.”

The concert will be
topped off with the
band surrounding the
audience and playing
its entire marching
show.
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Herald photo/Marsha Sturdivant

Stacy Barr puts a finishing touch to her cowboy-theme Christmas tree in preparation for the
Symphony Guild Holiday Tour of Homes Sunday. Barr's home, along with three other homes
in Big Spring, takes part in the 22nd annual fund-raiser for the Symphony Guild, allowing
patrons to tour each home, viewing Christmas decorations and interior decor.

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

As the anniversary of
the attack on Pearl

this week, it may seem
like nothing more than
another. anniversary to
most Americans how
ever, Edward Thomas
Prather isn’t most.
| Atthe age of 21, Prather
| was stationed at Hickam
| Field, an Army Air Corps
base in the same area as
Pearl Harbor. Serving in
the Army. he was accus
tomed to the sounds of
practice bombing runs
and training exercises, .a
sound that took on a
whole new meaning in
December of 1941.

“I was on Hickam Field,
 which was the airport for
‘Pvarl Harbor, when the

Harbor came and went.,

“They hadn’t bombed
any of the troops or.
barracks — they were
concentrating on the
harbor — and it was
a real blessing
because they could
have killed hundreds
of soldiers if they
had bombed the
barracks.”

Edward Thomas Prather

attack began,” said
Prather. “It was just an
ordinary day in the Army
for me. We woke up to

See PRATHER: Page 3A
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Tour of Homes
Slated Sunday

By MARSHA STURDIVANT

Features Editor

Gracious hospitality
marks the 22nd annual
Holiday Tour of Homes
Sunday as four Big
Spring families open their
hearts and their homes to
support the Big Spring
Symphony Association.

“I've been asked several
times before to be on the
tour, but this was the first
year I really felt like I was
ready,” said Carolyn
Freeman, whose home in
Highland will be part of
the tour, scheduled for
1:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Sunday.

Freeman’'s home was
decorated through the
help of her friend, Nancy

On the Tour

» Stacy and Mark Barr
residence, 600 Mathews
Ave.

e Carolyn and John
Freeman residence, 1200
Mountain Drive.

* Bernadine and James
Grissett residence, 715
Edwards Blvd.

* Dr. Michelle and Roy
Worthy residence, 900
Mountain Park Dr.

Howard of Ackerly

For the past 22 years,
the Holiday Tour of
Homes has marked the
Christmas season for Big
Spring.

See TOUR, Page 3

‘Just another day in the woods’

Attack on Pearl Harbor
from a GI’s perspective

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

Far removed from the madness of Pearl Harbor in December of 1941, 86-year-old Edward
Thomas Prather plays dominoes with Margaret Savage, recreation therapist at the Big
Spring VA Medical Center. Prather served in the U.S. Army in Pearl Harbor when it was
attacked by Japanese bombers, plunging.the U.S. into World War Il.

B Anthony Principi resigns
as Veterans Affairs Secretary

Ky

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

State District 31 Sen. Kel Seliger, left, says hello to Wendell Jordan, a resident at the Big
Spring State Veteran's Home, during a special presentation Wednesday afternoon. Seliger
met with residents and administrators to discuss the upcoming legislative session, which
will begin Jan. 11. Also pictured is Ben Mazzara, administrator for the veteran's home.

Sen. Seliger meets with veterans,
says tough budget session coming

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

State Sen. Kel Selige:
met with residents and
administrators at the
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
State Veteran’s Home
Wednesday afternoon,

preparing himself for the
upcoming legislative ses
«ion and the tough bud
petary decisions looming
on the horizon.

‘I'm here today as a
member of Veteran's
Affairs and a new mem-
ber of the state legisla

ture,” Seliger told the
group of residents and
employees gathered at the
facility. “My first legisla
tive session will start on
Jan. 11, and clearly the
biggest thing we will deal

See SELIGER; Page 2A

From local, wire reports

Anthony
Prin-cipi
announced his
resignation
Wednesday as
Secretary of §
Veterans
Affairs.

“After four
years dedicat-
ed to a profoundly impor-
tant mission and a
department I love, it is
now time for me to move
on to fresh opportunities
and different challenges,”

PRINCIPI

Principi said in
nation letter made p
by the White House
Wednesday

Principi's
was dated Nov. 16 but not
made public until vester
day.

President Bush quickl
nominated forme U.S
ambassadol thi
VaticamdmrNiehalson
replace Principi

“Jim Nicholson 18 a
patriot man of deep
conviction, who has

See PRINCIPI

Spring Tabernacle plans
to help hundreds of youth
with Christmas packages

By KENDRA WISS
Staff Writer

Spring Tabernacle in
Big Spring ministers to
needy families by provid
ing toys — lots of toys.

“Last year we gave 224
children five toys each,”
said Mona Lue Tonn, who
with her husband,
Arnold, gives toys to
needy families each year

“This is the outreach
ministry of our church.

What: Spring
Tabernacle's gift of t
to area childrer

Where: Spring
Tabernacle, 1209 Wright
St.

When: 10 a.m. Friday

We love the people and
we hope that they really

See TOYS, Page 2A
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William Holder

William Holder, 84, of Midland passed
on Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2004, at his resi-
dence. Funeral services will be held at 9
a.m. Friday, Dec. 10, 2004, at the Nalley-
P Pickle & Welch Chapel in Midland with
™ the Rev. Steven Calley, pastor of
Assembly in Christ, officiating and the
Rev. Tommy Williams of Fort Worth
assisting. Interment will follow at

: Resthaven North in Midland.
He was born July 19, 1920, in Sabana and married
Tempie Weed April 19, 1938. She preceded him in
death Sept. 24, 2004.

William worked as a jet engine mechanic in civil ser-
vice for the government in Big Spring for many years,
retiring in 1975. He was a member of the music min-
istry at Assembly of Christ, where he played the gui-
tar.

He was a wonderful father and “Papa.” William was
a man of honesty and integrity. He leaves a legacy of
love and memories that his family will cherish forev-
er.

God blessed him with many talents and he shared
his love of music with his children and grandchildren.
William was the pillar of his family, always believing
in them and guiding them through the good times and
the troubling times. He was always there for anyone
who needed him.

We will miss his guidance, humor and most of all,
his words of wisdom. Our family takes great comfort
in knowing he is reunited with God and his loving
wife. Together, they are enjoying beautiful heavenly
music.

Survivors include two daughters, Alice Kayser and
Sheila Scarbro, both of Midland; three grandsons,
Edward Kayser of Arlington, Eugene Kayser and
Gregg Scarbro, both of Midland; three granddaughters,
Tonya Scarbro of Arlington, Jamee Cardenas and
Patricia Mapp, both of Midland; and 11 grandchildren.

William was preceded in death by his parents, two
brothers, Autry Holder and Spud Holder and one
daughter, Madalyn Holder.

Pallbearers will be Edward Kayser, Eugene Kayser,
Gregg Scarbro, Jayson Huerta, Javier Cardenas and
J.D. Mapp. Honorary pallbearers will be Richard and
Tommy Holder.

The family suggests memorials be made to Home
Hospice, 901 W. Missouri, Midland 79701.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Midland. Online
condolences can be made at www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Susan Tubbs-Crawford

- Susan Tubbs-Crawford, 41, of Big

' ‘ Spring died Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2004, in an
automobile accident south of Big
Spring. Funeral services are 10 a.m.
Saturday at Philadelphia Primitive
Baptist Church with Elder David
Machiavello officiating. Burial will be
at Trinity Memorial Park. The family
will receive friends from 5 p.m. until
6:30 p.m. Friday at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

She was born Feb. 20, 1963, in Big Spring to Grady
and Linda Tubbs and married Ben Crawford Sr., June
24, 1991, in Gateaville. She was a registered nurse at
Midland Memorial Hospital in the oncology depart-
ment and was a member of Philadelphia Primitive
Baptist Church.

She is survived by her husband, Ben Crawford Sr., of

Big Spring; one daughter, Sohnna Tubbs of Big Spring;
two stepsons: Ben Crawford II and Samuel Crawford,
both of Tucson, Ariz.; parents, Linda and Grady Tubbs
of Big Spring: one brother, John Tubbs of Big Spring;
and several aunts, uncles and cousins.
Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 17-30-26-36-8.
Number matching five of five: 2
Prize per winner: $19,052.
Winning tickets sold in: Magnolia, Glen Rose.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Thursday night.

(LR
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 2-0-0

Weather

Tonight - Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.
Northwest winds 10 to 20 mph.

Friday - Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.
Northwest winds near10 mph.

Friday night - Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.
West winds near10 mph.

Saturday - Mostly sunny. Highs near 70. Southwest
winds 10 to 20 mph.

Saturday night - Mostly clear. Lows near 40.
Sunday - Mostly sunny. Highs near 70.

Sunday night - Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.
Monday - Partly cloudy. Cooler. Highs near 50.
Monday night - Partly cloudy. Lows near 30.
Tuesday - .Partly cloudy. Highs near 50.

lMuesday night - Partly cloudy. l.ows near 30.

Coronado Hills Apartments

| bedroom - $350 + 2 Bedroom - $450 + 3 Bedroom - $550 :

801 W. Marcy * 432-267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking
& Washer - Dryer Conn. =
2-3 Bedroom

“Remember...you deserve the best!!”

LocAL

Jessie Woodruff Sr.

Jessie Woodruff Sr., 40, of Big Spring
died Tuesday morning in a house fire.
Funeral services are 2:30 p.m. Saturday
at Mount Bethel Baptist Church with
the Rev. Jerome McNally, pastor of New
1}l Life Ministeries, officiating. Burial will
be in Mount Olive Memorial Park.

He was born July 14, 1964, in Big
Spring to Peyton and Lottie Woodruff
and graduated from Big Spring High
School. He was employed at Comanche
Trail Nursing Home and was a member of Powerhouse
Church of God in Christ Church.

He is survived by his wife, Shelia Woodruff of Big
Spring; two sons, Brian Vanderbilt and Jessie
Woodruff Jr., both of Big Spring; one sister, Norma
Jean Woodruff of Big Spring; three grandchildren; and
a number of aunts, uncles and cousins.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com

Nollie K. Teague

Nollie K. Teague, 80, of Big Spring died Tuesday,
Dec. 7, 2004, in Midland Memorial Hospital Hospice
inpatient unit. Graveside funeral services are 2 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 11, 2004, at Trinity Memorial Park
Peace Chapel with the Rev. Dr. Claude Craven, retired
Baptist minister, officiating.

The family will receive friends Friday from 6 p.m.
until 8 p.m. at the funeral home.

She was born March 13, 1924, in Big Spring, and mar-
ried O.T. Teague Sept.10, 1940, in Big Spring. She was
a lifelong resident of Big Spring and had worked in the
food service department at Big Spring High School for
many years. She was a Baptist.

Survivors include her husband, O.T. Teague of Big
Spring; one daughter and son-in-law, Sue and Russell
Austin of Fresno, Calif.; two brothers and sisters-in-
law, Elliott and Mary Lou Digby of Big Spring and
Eddie and Carlene Digby of Kingsville; one sister and
brother-in-law, Ollie and Frank Stallcup of Odessa; two
grandsons; and one great grandson.

She was preceded in death by her parents and two
sisters.

The family suggests memorials be made to Midland
Memorial Hospital Hospice inpatient unit, P.O. Box
2621, Midland 79702.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Mollie Patton

Mollie Patton, 89, of Big Spring died Sunday, Dec. 5,
2004, at Sterling County Nursing Home in Sterling
City. Funeral services are 3 p.m. Friday at Myers &
Smith Chapel with Don Davis, minister of the Sterling
City Church of Christ, officiating. Burial will be in
Mount Olive Memorial Park.

She was born Oct. 10, 1915, in Montague County to
Elbert and Rosa Perryman and had been a long time
resident of Howard County, until. moving to the
Sterling County Nursing Home in 2003. She married
Harlen “Jene” Patton, Oct. 1, 1975, in Nocona. He pre-
ceded her in death July 30, 2002.

Survivors include two nephews.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Mary Martinez

Mary Martinez, 50, of Big Spring died Wednesday,
Dec. 8, 2004, in Lubbock at Covenant Medical Center.
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Sheriff’s report

« STEVEN LOYD BATEMAN, 25, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of theft of ser-
vices and a motion to revoke probation evading arrest
or detention.

« JASON PAUL BOLT, 19, was transferred to the
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on charges of ride
not secured by safety belt - passenger, violation of a
promise to appear and possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

* SCHEMICKIN MARIE CROSBY, 22, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on
charges of interfering with an emergency phone call
and assault/family violence.

* BRYAN SCOTT RODRIGUEZ, 34, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of prohibited
weapon - switchblade/knuckles.

+ STEVE ALAN HANNABASS, 46, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of theft.
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SELIGER

Continued from Page 1A

with is the budget in the
state of Texas. The money
that goes to support ser-
vices like these, and other
services that go to veter-
ans and others in the
state of Texas.”

While there are no easy
economic answers . for
Seliger and his colleagues
to fall back on in
January, the freshman
senator was adamant
about the state keeping
its promises to veterans,
both today and far into
the future.

“My father was a veter-
an of World War II and
we grew up realizing
what we enjoy in this
country and that we owe
it to the sacrifice and par-
ticipation of America’s
veterans,” said Seliger.
“In the lifetime of a lot of
American citizens there’s
probably no better time to
have that discussion than
now, when young men
and women are doing to
day what Americans have
done for years and years,
which is secure the free-
doms and opportunities
that we have in this coun-
try. That is to ser've our
military and our country
in foreign lands, and it’s
at a very, very high cost.

“1 think it should mean
alot to all Americans that
realize that years from
now, as we still enjoy the
freedoms that those
young men and women
are working and fighting
for today, this country
will still have its same
obligation and the same
intentions to meet those
obligations as today. That
when those young people
are at a retirement age
and ‘older there will be
the facilities, health care
and health care profes-
sionals available to see to
it this country continues
to meet its obligations.”

Seliger took questions

from the audience during

the presentation, with the
uncertainty concerning
the future of the Big
Spring VA Medical

Center
stage.

The senator said he
believes changes are on
the way  for the VA
Medical Center, but not
the kind of changes that
will see the doors to the
facility close.

Seliger also fielded a
question concerning the
role the U.S. military is
playing in Iraq and the
Middle East.

“I'm one of those people
that always thought there
were weapons of mass
destruction, and I suspect
now they're ‘in Syria,”
said Seliger. “I think his-
tory will show President
Bush has contributed as
much to the stability of
the Middle East as almost
anyone who has led this
country”

Following the presenta-
tion, Seliger said it helps
him and his staff to meet
the “end users” of the
states services - before
going into the legislative
session, but in the end
defining who the “end
users” really are and pri-
oritizing programs and
funds can be a tricky
business.

“Every time you see a

taking center

+ child on the street, there’s

an end user,” said
Seliger. “Quite frankly,
every time you see an
adult, that’s an end user
of public education in the
state of Texas as well.
There are nothing but
end users in the state of
Texas as a practical mat-
ter, so it all has an
impact. When you look at
a dropout rate or facilities
that take care of Texas
veterans that are hard
pressed for funds, the
money is going for a very
worthwhile purpose.

“It’'s somewhat argu-
mentative to determine
which is the most worth-
while purpose. The state
has a lot of obligations
and has taken them on
voluntarily, and we go in
with that view. There is a
role for government to
play in the lives of
Texans, and we have to
determine how best and
how economically to play
that role.”

TOYS

Continued from Page 1A

feel that,” said Tonn.

Donations come to
Spring Tabernacle from
all over Big Spring. Dolls,
toys, clothing and house-
wares fill the church.

“We had to go to two
rooms for-all of the toys,”
said Tonn.

This year’s toy give-

away is slated for 10 a.m.
Friday, at the church.

“We don’t make people
bring documentation of
income or anything like
that,” said Tonn. “We just
ask that parents come
and select items for their
kids. But to keep it orga-
nized, we ask that parents
arrange for childcare dur-
ing the event.”

Spring Tabernacle is
located at 1209 Wright St.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Wednesday and 8 a.m.

today:

* LARRY BOUNDS, 39, of 1610 Eubanks Road, was
arrested Wednesday on a parole violation.

* DOUGLAS BAILEY JR., 37, of 1508 Bluebird, was
arrested Wednesday on a charge of driving while
license suspended - enhanced.

Note: A police activity log for Wednesday, Dec. 8,
through today was not available at press time.
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St. Thomas
Church

<\/ Will Be Selling TAMALES

Friday, December 10th
& Saturday, Dec. 11th

’ 11:00 AM

6:00 PM

St. Thomas Parish Hall
605 N. Main

Phone # 263-4337
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Included in the tour,
along with the Freeman’s
home, is the
James and Bernadine
Grissett, the former home
of Dorothy Garrett, long-
time Big Spring philan-
thropist.

“We arrived in Big
Spring in October. I came
here to be a part of the
new management with
the new director. Our
goal is to save this VA
hospital,” said Grissett,
who moved from Palo
Alto, Calif., for the posi-
tion of chief of acquisi-
tions and material man-
agement at the VA

home of

Medical Center.

Stacy and Mark Barr’s
home is also on the sched-
uled tour, and Barr said
she accepted help from
her mother and mother-
in-law, as well as her
employer, Lynda Elrod, to
complete her holiday
trimmings.

“We finished with the
remodel of the home this
year and felt this was a
good year to become a
part of the tour,” Barr
said.

Roy and Dr.
Worthy's ranch-style
home makes the fourth
residence on the tour.
Complete with emerald
green Christmas trim-
mings, the Worthy’s
home, like the Barrs and
the Grissetts, is located in

Michelle

the Edwards Addition.
Kay Bancroft and Debra
Lusk with Faye’'s Flowers
helped with the decora-
tions in the Worthy's
home.

“We knew we needed a
home after the baby, Jeb,
was born,” Roy Worthy
said. Jeb now is 22-
months old.

As a preliminary step to
the Sunday event, five
hostesses, along with tour
coordinator Angie Byerly,
visited each home
Tuesday to meet with the
home owners, finalize
plans and answer any
questions.

“I had no idea the
homes in this older addi-
tion had such spacious
yards,” said Symphony
Guild member Janice

Bond.

Indeed, the landscaping
at each home is as well-
maintained and spacious
as the home’s interior.

The Symphony Guild
Holiday Tour of Homes
began in 1982 as a fund-
raising project for the
symphony, created by
Johnnie Lou Avery.

“Big Spring Today,”
hosted by Avery, which
airs at 7:30 a.m. on
Channel 9, will feature
different segments about
the tour this week.

“We've never had a bit
of trouble and this is
always a great event for
our community,” Byerly
said.

The hostesses, Bond at
the Freeman’'s home,
Pauline Nelson and

Phyllis Graumann at the
home of the Grissetts, Jo
Beth. Corwin at the Barrs
and Suzanne Markwell at
the Worthys, will greet
each tour patron. They
will also have tickets
available for purchase.

Byerly will act as a liai-
son between the four loca-
tions.

Advance tickets are
available at Blum'’s
Jewelers, Faye’s Flowers,
Big Spring Printing, the
Big Spring Area Chamber
of Commerce, the
Heritage Museum, First
Bank of West Texas in
Big Spring and Coahoma
and the Big Spring
Herald.

Tickets for the event are
$10 each. Tour patrons
may begin the event at

any one of the four loca-
tions.

After touring the
homes, patrons are invit-
ed to a reception at First

Presbyterian Church,
Eighth and Runnels
streets, set for 3:30 until 5
p.m.

The church's choir,
directed by Mike D.

Mitchell, organist, will
perform at 4:30 p.m.

For more information,
contact the guild at 264-
7223.

Watch for more informa-
tion about the homes fea-
tured in the 2004
Symphony Guild Holiday
Tour of Homes in the
weekend edition of the Big
Spring Herald.

PRATHER

Continued from Page 1A

he hell-bang of bombing,
and when I first woke up
I thought it was our

planes. They did a lot of

practice runs and that'’s
what I thought it was
until the NPO sent word
out to the barracks telling
us to fall out and take
cover.

“We all bailed out into
the streets with our field
packs and rifles. We did-
n't have any ammunition,
but we had our rifles,” he
said with a laugh. “The
part that stands out most
in my mind was when
they came through telling
us to get out. They hadn’t
bombed any of the troops
or barracks they were
concentrating on the har-

bor and it was a real
blessing because they
could have Kkilled hun

dreds of soldiers if they
had bombed the bar-
racks.”

Japan’s surprise attack
on Pearl Harbor and other
military bases on Oahu
lasted two hours. Twenty-
one ships were heavily
damaged and 320 aircraft
were damaged or
destroyed. Approximately
2,390 people were Killed
and 1,178 were wounded
as a result of the attack,
which plungéd the United
States headlong - into
World War II.

As Prather and his fel-
low soldiers made their
way to safety amid the
madness of the Japanese
attack on the U.S. naval
facilities, the Monahans
native remembers it as
“just another day in the
woods.”

“We all fell out and they
loaded us in the GI trucks
and headed for the hills,”
said Prather. “We camped
out in the hills until the
heat of the attack was
over. They sent runners
back and forth with mes-
sages about what was
going on, and when they

thought it was safe they
let us come back to the
base. For us it was just
another . day in  the
woods.”

Prather, who is current-
ly being treated at the Big
Spring VA  Medical

"(io?),ter for a fractured hip

and hopes to be able to
return to his home in
Monahans soon, said the
madness didn’'t end for
him and his unit with the
attack on Pearl Harbor. In
fact, it was only the begin-
ning.

“I was with the 34th
Engineers,” said Prather.
“We did reconnaissance,
and when we had a bunch
of armed soldiers going

into an island, such as
Saipan, we engineers
made a landing to clear

the way [ur the foot sol-
diers to get in. We would

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson 267-8288

Ellie Howell, 63, died
Monday. Funeral
Services will be at 10:30
AM Fridayv at Myers &
Smith Chapel.

Mollie Patton, 89, died
Sunday. Funeral
Service will be at 3:00
PM Friday at Myers &
Smith Chapel.

Susan Tubbs-
Crawford, 41, died
Tuesday. Funeral
Services will be at 10:00
AM Saturday
Philadelphia Primitive

Baptist Church. Burial
will be at Trinity
Memorial Park. The
family will receive
friends from 5:00 until
6:30 PM Friday at Myers
& Smith Funeral Home.

Jessie Woodruff, 40,
died Tuesday. Funeral
Services will be at 2:30
PM Saturday at Mount
Bethel Baptist Church.
Burial will be at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park.

Mary Martinez, 50,
died Wednesday.
Services are pending at
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

FRE
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Custom and prescription [it

IN-THE-EAR model

o Fantastic value

OUN

HEARING AID CE

also FREE Hearing Exam

If your hearing exam shows you have a

corvectable hearing loss, we have hearing

* Suitable for moderate hearing losses

W. TX. Medical Associates

EAR
CANAL
EXAM

Look in your own ear
and see for yourself if
you have a wax prob-
lem. Using our Video
Otoscope technology,
you can see a large pic-
ture of the inside of your
' ear canal. The miniature
| camera will display a
full color image of your
ear canal.

1501 W. 11th Place in Big Spring
(Covenant Malone Hogan
Clinic-ENT Dept.)

T 1.877-55-SOUND

hit the beach and bomb,
shoot and raise hell until
we cleared the way, and
then the foot soldiers
would come in and take
over.

“We had planned on
going into Japan with our
front forces, and when we
got to the Marianas
Islands — it’s three little
islands, including Saipan,
Guam and Tinian — we
had to take Saipan by
force. The natives on
Tinian and Guam were

GREAT STOREWIDE SAVINGS - FRI

tickled to death to see us.
They praised us because
they didn't like the
Japanese government and
how they treated them.”

As the time to attack the
Japanese army on its own
soil drew near, Prather
said the tension mounted,
only to be dispelled by the
Japanese surrender on
Sept. 2, 1945.

“We held those islands
until we were getting
ready to go into Japan.
But before we could go,

Japan surrendered. At
that point I was just get-
ting packed up and ready
to go home. 1 don’t know
how much stuff [ just
threw away just to get rid

of it so I could get out of

there,” he said with a
laugh.

Nearly 60 years later, at
the age of 86, Prather, like
so many other veterans,
watches the ongoing war
in the Middle East with a
great deal of care.

“I don’t think w?’ll ever

be at peace with all of the
nations in the Middle
East,” said Prather.
“There's always going to
be battles going on and

friction between those
nations, and how we’'ll
ever settle that 1 really

don't know. I'm proud of
President -Bush. I think
he’'s preparing for the
worst if it comes to that. |
believe he’s the man to do
1t.”
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”
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OuRr VIEWS
This weekend

promises more
in holiday cheer

o rest for those who are having fun. If

you thought last weekend’s festivities

with the community parade and

Living Christmas Tree were spectacu-
lar, you were right. But celebration of the season
doesn’t let up one bit as we head into another
busy weekend.

One of the most beautiful presentations in our
area is the Drive Through Nativity, put on by the
Community of Hope First Church of the
Nazarene. Motorists drive by 17 live scenes that
recreate the storv of the life of Christ. First
begun in 1987 with seven scenes, it now boasts a
cast of more than 130 people. It runs Friday,
Saturday and Sunday nights from 6:30 until 9:30.

A wonderful experience — and one that is for a
good cause, as well is the Big Spring
Symphony Guild’s 22nd annual Holiday Tour of
Homes, which takes place from 1:30 p.m. until
4:30 p.m. Sunday.

There are four beautiful homes this year, all
veéady to-welcome you. Tickets, at $10 each, are
available through the Guild, First Bank of West
Texas offices in Big Spring and Coahoma, Faye’s
Flowers, Blum’'s Jewelers, Big Spring Printing,
the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce, the
Heritage Museum and the Big Spring Herald's
offices.

The tour of homes really is remarkable and the
funds go to help the Big Spring Symphony.

And after the tour, patrons are invited to a
reception at the First Presbyterian Church from
3:30 p.m. until 5 p.m.

Also on Sunday, the annual Red Dress Tea will
be presented by the Heritage Museum from noon
until 2 p.m. at the Potton House.

That event honors the tradition of a red dress
tea, a turn-of-the-century event where ladies once
donned their handmade red Christmas dresses
and gathered at a home to sip tea and share
dessert.

There is no charge for the event, which is open
to the public.

Finally, it’s not really on the weekend, but
Wednesday marks the official beginning of the
Festival of Lights this year. at Comanche Trail
Park. It's one of Big Spring’s most well-known
and loved holiday attractions. It will continue
nightly through the holidays. Don’t miss it!

Have a wonderful weekend.

Simon says: Steroids and college

oyld it be that some jour-
nalists are using steroids?
I've seen some very °
robust writing recently.

Harry Truman is the last presi-
dent who did not go to college.
Consider all the presidents since
Harry Truman, and
tell me that college
has improved any-
thing.

Nobody looks good
while eating.

While the entire
airport security sys-
tem is dependent on
those gray plastic
bins, no mechanism
is in place to make
sure they are always
available. They pile
up at the back end of ————
the system, and nobody seems in
charge of carrying them back to
the front end. I am sure the gov-
ernment could design a conveyog
belt system for the bins that would
cost only $30-$40 billion and would
work intermittently.

“Pimp My Ride” may be the
future of television.

Hardly anybody has a globe at
home anymore.

I can’t think of why this quote
by H.L. Mencken, which first
appeared in the Baltimore
Evening Sun on July 26, 1920, has
become so popular on the Internet
these days: “As democracy is per-
fected, the office of president rep-
resents, more and more closely,
the inner soul of the people. On

Inside report:

epublican Sen. Lindsey
Graham of South |
Carolina startled the capi-
tal’s conservative net-
work last month with a speech on
Social Security reform at the
Heritage Foundation. His call for
private accounts was sound con-
servative doctrine, but he pro-
posed financing it
with a huge payroll
tax increase for upper
bracket Americans.
This was heresy, con-
servatives said, by
Strom Thurmond’s
sSuccessor.
Graham responds
this is the only way

e s s mta e

President Bush’s pri- ROBERT
ority reforms will be NOVAK
passed. He states two

axioms his fellow S

conservatives will not

address. First, Social Security —
the government’s most popular
program — cannot be saved with-
out “some sacrifice.” Second, the
personal accounts Republicans
want cannot be passed without
bipartisan cooperation — meaning
a high-profile Democratic co-spon-
Sor.

Thus, Graham is proposing a
bargain of historic proportions. To
reform Social Security, each party
must do something unthinkable.
Democrats would have to swallow
personal accounts declared anathe-
ma by the AARP, organized labor
and every sector of the party.
Republicans would have to go
along with a tax increase falling
heavily on the party’s base.

Graham is a 49-year-old country
trial lawyer just finishing his sec-
ond year as a senator, but lack of
seniority has not bothered him
previously. Elected to Congress in
the Republican sweep of 1994, he

some great and glorious day the
plain folks of the land will reach
their heart’s desire at last and the
White House will be adorned by a
downright moron.”

There’s nothing quite like sitting
by a good fountain to lift the spir-
its. (I suggest Buckingham
Fountain in Chicago.)

“Love Actually,” now running
on HBO, may be the best
Christmas movie ever made. (And
if you don’t cry at the end, you
are not human.)

Is it really possible to dissolve a
pearl in a glass of champagne?
And why would you want to?

Artificial logs are not acceptable.

If you want to feel inadequate,
try hanging wallpaper.

When demonstrations in Ottawa
are more violent than demonstra-
tions in Kiev, you know some-
thing is going on.

Don’t worry about whether
“Being Julia” is a chick flick or
not. Just go see it.

I'll bet anything that you don’t
know your hat size.

So the Democrats raised more
money than the Republicans in
the last presidential election. That
just goes to show it is not the
money, but the message and the
messenger that count.

Am I the only one who still
remembers (and misses) “Spin and
Marty”?

The Pentagon purposefully lied
to CNN recently? I am shocked,
shocked.

The thinner the sole, the more
expensive the shoe.

Paperback Pick of the Month:
“Paul Revere’s Ride” by David

' Hackett Fischer will delight and

surprise you, teaching you things
about Revolutionary America that
you never knew.

Since almost nobody smokes a
pipe anymore, where do little kids
get pipe cleaners to play with?

If you could go through a shorter
security line at the airport by let-
ting law enforcement agencies
check your background before-
hand, would you do it? Some civil
libertarians say, “No!™ This civil
libertarian says, “Sure!”

John Danforth resigns as United
Nations ambassador after less
than six months? What, he didn’t
like the food?

The top of the Washington
Monument is capped with a metal,
then considered rare, that today is
used to wrap leftovers: That’s
right, aluminum.

Never trust a person who says,
“frankly,” “candidly” or “to be
honest.” He probably is none of
those things.

Is there a kid left who still wor-
ships pro athletes? Naw. Kids are
smarter than that.

If anybody finds a scarf, it’s
mine.

To find out more about Roger
Simon, and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.

© 2004 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.

Lindsey Graham’s bargain

helped lead the coup that almost
ousted Newt Gingrich as speaker
of the House in 1997 and in fact
fatally wounded him. Ever since
his 2002 election to the Senate, he
has been pressing Social Security
reform, and he now has the ear of
important White House aides.

On Noy. 18, Graham introduced
a bill that looks, superficially, like
other Republican proposals.
Current Social Security beneficia-
ries and workers aged 55 and older
would not be affected. Workers
aged 54 and younger could set
aside 4 percentage points of their
12.4 percent Social Security pay-
roll tax for private accounts that
they and their heirs would keep
forever. The distinctive Graham
twist is that workers “who don’t
want to take part in a modernized
system” would be taxed at higher
rates — rising over the years.

Graham's bill and accompanying
statement did not address the ele-
phant in the living room that
Republicans ignore: an estimated
$1 trillion in transition costs. He
did address it, however, in his
Heritage speech. Ruling out
financing the cost through federal
borrowing, his answer is the un-
Republican solution of higher
taxes — raising the $87,900 incoime
limit subject to the payroll tax by
an unspecified amount. Boosting it
to $200,000 will completely pay for
transitional costs in 10 years. As
revenues grow, Graham’s plan
would reduce the 12.4 percent pay-
roll tax rate.

This is a net tax hike for upper-
middle income taxpayers who
voted for George W. Bush as a tax
cutter, not a tax hiker. Such an
outcome would be hard for
Republicans to swallow, and early
reaction has been negative. “I just
think Lindsey is trying to be vir-

tuous,” one supply-side theorist
told me. Graham responded:
“Virtuous? I'm just trying to be
practical.”

His tax plan, Graham believes, is
the only way he can attract
Democratic co-sponsors for private
accounts. Democrats correctly
have viewed millions of lower
income Americans holding stock
and bond funds as a dagger at
their breast. The voter who has
discovered the joys of financial
markets is automatically a poten-
tial Republican convert.

Although Democrats may find it
even harder to accept private
accounts than for Republicans to
accept a higher tax base, there are
Senate Democrats who qualify as

possible co-sponsors: old-fashioned -

fiscal conservatives from “red”
states who might buy into
Graham'’s bargain. Ben Nelson of
Nebraska and Bill Nelson of
Florida are obvious, but both are
junior senators. Graham needs a
senior Democrat who has pounded
away at the Bush deficits, such as
Max Baucus or Kent Conrad, rank-
ing Democrats on the Finance and
Budget committees respectively.

It is difficult to measure the
accumulated conventional wisdom
on both sides of the aisle Graham
must overcome. Time is not on his
side. With Social Security heading
the president’s second-term agen-
da, he feels he has no more than
six months to sell his plan. His
bargain would be painful for both
sides, but nobody else has an idea
with a chance to succeed.

To find out more about Robert D.
Novak and read his past columns,
visit the Creators Syndicate web
page at wwuw.creators.com.

© 2004 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.

YOUR VIEWS

family.

And finally, thank you
for re-inforcing what oth
ers have told us don't

To tHE EDITOR:

[ would like to take this
time to thank those that
stole our Santa Express

the programming on
some of the so-called basic
cable networks.

A new special report by

families like mine when
you decide on
choice. By offering me the
ability to choose the chan-

cable

and walk almost every
day and see how fast
some people drive. 1
believe the speed limit is

frame deer out of our
front yard on a Monday
night:

Ha, ha, very funny trick

Train from our front yard
for the following reasonsy/

First of all. your timing
couldn’t have been better.
My mother is in critical
condition in the hospital
hanging on threads for
her life. You reminded us
that some in this commu-
nity only think of their
own small thrills

Second, that train set
was given to us by my
father. who has been
deceased for several
vears., No
money could replace the
love he had when he gave
it to his grandchildren. 1
hope nothing like this
treasu is ever taken
away from you in a flash
like you have done to his

amount of

decorate because someone
in this community will
always take the spirit
away

We haven't decorated

for five years because of

neighborhood vandalism,
but this year we needed
our spirits filled.

But again, thank you for
your timing on this mat-
ter and may God dampen
your spirits as you have
done ours

For those that Kknow
mother (Mildred
Franklin), please contin-
ue praying for her.

MARY CAIN
BI1G SPRING

To THE EDITOR:
I am greatly alarmed by

the Parents Television
Council shows just how
licentious and depraved
some of the programming
on basic cable is. I urge
you to read the report,
which can be found at
www.ParentsTV.org.

The PTC's report shows
that basic cable is rife
with some of the most
obscene themes and con-
tent imaginable.

Why should I be forced
to bring this sewage into
my home in order to
watch the Food Network
or the Disney channel?
Why should parents have
to subsidize channels that
undermine their core val-
ues and beliefs?

I ask you to consider

nels I want, and to pay
only for those channels,
you put power back in the
hands of the consumer
and force the producers of
indecent or violent pro-
gramming to fund their
own raunch.

These raunchy cable
networks have been car-
ried on the backs of
American consumers
long enough. It is time for
this extortion to end and
you have the power to
stop it.

JERRY O’BRIANT SR.
SWEETWATER

To THE EDITOR:
I am a concerned citi-
zen. I live in Highland

30 mph and people are
driving 40 to 50 mph on
Highland and Scott.

In the last year one deer
and five squirrels have
been killed and I know
one of the reasons is
speeding. I know these
are just animals, so peo-
ple, please slow down
before a child is hit.

Also, the trash being
thrown out if vehicles is
unbelievable. I don’t
believe younger teens are
being taught that it is a
crime to throw trash out.

LETA COVERT
BIG SPRING

To THE EDITOR:
To the individuals who
stole the $20 lighted wire-

to take Christmas decora-
tions out of people’s front
yards.

Next time you are out
though, would you please
leave a note explaining
your actions to my 4-year-
old daughter who asked
us specifically to buy her
a deer for the yard and
delighted each night as
she watched us turn it on.

She cried for 30 minutes
when she discovered it
was missing.

I'm sure she will under-
stand, even if I don’t and
would rather deal with
you in some other way
than “understanding.”

RicHARD HICKAM
B1G SPRING
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THE RSX

Acura hopes ‘mild freshening’
of its Integra will boost sales

By STEVEN COLE SMITH
The Orlando Sentinel

In 1990, Toyota
launched Lexus and
Nissan launched Infiniti,
but there had already
been a successful
Japanese premium brand
for four years: Acura.
Though Honda never
took Acura quite as
upscale as Lexus and
Infiniti aspire to be,
Acura has carved out a
very profitable niche as
builder of vehicles that
are either a little sportier
or a little more luxurious
than comparable Hondas.

Acura hit the market
with two cars: The
Integra, which was small-
er but sportier than the
Honda Accord, and the
Legend, which was larger
and more luxurious than
the Accord. Acura never
quit building the Legend
— though its name was
changed to TL. — but the
Integra briefly disap-
peared from the Acura
lineup altogether. Acura
essentially ignored the
Ihtegra to death, letting
it age not-so gracefully
until sales were so mod-
est there was no reason
to keep it around.

That was nearly four
years ago. For the 2002
model year, Acura intro-
duced the RSX, partly
filling the slot left by the
Integra. "Partly," that is,
because the RSX comes
only as a coupe, while
the Integra was long
available as a coupe or a
four-door sedan. It
seemed odd then Acura
would go with coupe-only
stxategv when sales of

two-doors lag behind
four-door models, and it
still does. Some small
performance cars, such
as the Dodge Neon SRT-4,
the Subaru Impreza WRX
and the Mitsubishi
Lancer Evo do not even
come in two-door trim.
But Acura seems
pleased with RSX sales,
though they sold only
about 17,300 for the first
nine months of this year.
A mild freshening for the
2005 model year may help
sales. The front and rear
have been restyled —
though only real RSX
fans are likely to notice
the difference — and the
suspension has been
refined. The higher-per-
formance Type-S model
gets 10 more horsepower
from its sophisticated 2.0-
liter four-cylinder engine,
now totaling 210. The reg-
ular RSX's 2.0-liter engine
stays at 160 horsepower.
The test car was the
RSX Type-S, and it con-
tinued with the tight,
buttoned-down personali-
ty of the RSXs before it.
The so-smooth*®ngine
revs easily up to and
above 7,000 rpm, and the
six-speed manual trans-
mission — maybe the
best on any Japanese-
brand car — matches the
engine perfectly. The reg-

;3 ular RSX has a five-speed
¥ manual or automatic
transmission, but the

Type-S gets only the six-
speed manual. Fuel
mileage is good — 23
miles per gallon in the
city, 31 mpg on the high-
way. The Type-S likes
premium gas, but the

"base RSX is happy on

LR

WHEELS

2005 Honda Acura RSX

regular.

Handling is precise but
predictable. The 17-inch
tires and wheels work
wonderfully on dry pave-
ment, almost as well on
wet pavement. For such
a small car — length, at
172.4 inches, is three
inches less than a Honda
Civic - the highway ride
is surprisingly good,
even with Type-S' stiff
springs.

The Type-S has no fac-
tory options, though deal-
ers are free to add equip-
ment if they want. Base
price for the test car was
$23,570, and with ship-
ping, $24,140. That
includes plenty of equip-
ment, such as leather
upholstery, an excellent
Bose stereo with a six-
disc CD changer, and a
rear spoiler. The bargain
RSX is the base version
with the manual trans-
mission it lists for
$20,745, and includes a
power sunroof, side
airbags, air conditigring,
a good six-speakertsteren

Wi g

PRINCIPI

Continued from Page 1A

answered his country’s
call many times,” Bush
said.

The  president also
praised Principi.

“As a valuable member
of my Cabinet, Tony
Principi has served as a
tireless advocate for 25
million veterans. He has
insisted on results, and
he has gotten results.”

As secretary, Principi
has directed the federal
government'’s second-
largest department,
responsible for providing
health care services and
other benefits to 25 mil-
lion military veterans.

Principi met with state

Benny Boyd

Chevy « Chrysler « Dodge * Jeep
GMC -+ Pontiac - Buick + Cadillac
1611 N. Lubbock Hwy. L ™

866-236-2693

and local officials in Big
Spring Aug. 23 to discuss
the fate of the Big Spring
VA Medical Center,
which is one of many VA
facilities examined by the
CARES (Capitol Asset
Realignment for Enhanc-
ed Services) Commission,
a group responsible for
providing an independent
review of the draft nation-
al plan to realign the
DAV’s health care sys-
tem.

The CARES Commiss-
ion suggested a feasibility
study be conducted.

“During the course of
drafting the national
plan, it was decided that
before a decision could be
made a feasibility study
should be done,” Principi
said following the visit.
“The financials, econom-

ics, access and quality
none of that was gone into
as part of the draft nation-
al plan with regard to
moving Big Spring.

“It’s the first feasibility
study as to what should

be done. What makes the
most sense. The cost of

building a new facility
may be prohibitive to
spend $100 million to $200
million to build a new
facility in Midland-
Odessa. That may lead us
to keep the facility right
here and modernize it
and do whatever is neces-
sary.”

Despite Principi’s fore-
cast the feasibility study
would be completed by
the end of 2004, his office
later released a “due
date” for the study in
December of 2005.

Blum'’s Holiday Hours
10-8 M-S
Sunday 1-5
Open Every Sunday ‘til Christmas

Inside Big Spring Mall
267-6335 10661

| BIG SPRING
> ')’ AUTO GLASS

* Vehicles
* Residential
* Commercial

,l'\\

110 S. Johnson * 267-5247

Ticket Locations:

Big Spring Herald
Blum's Jewelers
Ch. of Commerce
Faye's Flowers

Heritage Museum
Symphony Office
At the door

BIG SPRING
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

BS Symphony Orchestra & Chorus
Midland-Odessa Symphony Chorale
DR. KEITH GRAUMANN, CONDUCTING

George F. Handel's

JMessiale

December 18, 2004 8 P.M.
Big Spring Municipal Auditorium

Single tickets: Ad $10 Sen. $8 Stud. $5
Book of four: Ad $35 Sen. $30 Stud. $15

First Bank of West Texas 432-204-7233

www.bigspringsymphony.com
bssa@bigspringsymphony.com

with CD player, and
power windows, locks
and heated mirrors.
Even so, the new Scion
tC, similarly equipped
and powered by a 160-

horsepower four-cylinder,

the same as the regular
RSX, undercuts the RSX
by more than $2,500,
though it does have more
of an economy-car feel to
it than the Acura does.

If you want perfor-
mance, though, the RSX
Type-S might well be
worth the extra money.

Chick Madry
Al's Bar-B-Q has the best
food, atmosphere & prices
around

BAR-B-Q * BURGERS
CHICKEN * FISH ¢ ETC,
267-8921
1810 S. GREGG
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THE SALVATION ARM§' FILL
CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES
THIS YEAR’'S ANNUAL

CAN FOOD DRIVE

NOV. 29TH THRU DEC. 10TH
AND THE BIG SPRING HERALD
IS HELPING

oo  FREE

W25 WORDS, 3 DAYS

CLASSIFIED AD
WHEN YOU BRING AT LEAST
5 CANS OF FOOD TO OUR OFFICES

THE BIG SPRING HERALD

710 SCURRY

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE

(A $21
VALUE)
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W/ Purchase

Of Reg. Priced
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East Side Baptist Church eighth annual children’s Christmas fun festival set

By MARSHA STURDIVANT

Features Editor

Hand-made crafts, a
puppet show, food, fun
and fellowship take cen-
ter stage at East Side
Baptist Church from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. Saturday
with the eighth annual
Children’s Christmas Fun
Festival.

“We tell the Christmas
story in three different
ways. First, a puppet
show gets the kids excited
and then the actors tell
the Christmas story to the
children in groups. The
Christmas crafts are then
used to illustrate the birth
of Christ to the children,”
East Side Baptist Church
pastor, the Rev. Doug
Shelley, said.

Angie Cole, an organiz-
er for the event, said the
congregation looks for-
ward to presenting the
program.

“We do this each year
and each year everyone
has a lot of fun,” Cole
said.

Between 50 and 100 chil-

dren from ages 6 through
12 are anticipated to
attend the day-long activi-
ty, and reservations are
needed so organizers
know how to prepare for
the day.

“We’'ll start out with a
puppet show, a team from
Clyde who come to do this
for us each year,” Cole
said. i

After the puppet show,
the children are divided
into groups of about eight
and placed into different
classrooms for crafts and
Christmas stories.

“Each project has a dif-
ferent Christmas story to
tell,” she said.

Each group rotates
between the eight differ-
ent craft centers so all the
crafts projects are com-
pleted.

“We’ll make paper
Christmas stockings that
the children will sew
together,” Cole said.

Other crafts projects for
this event include
Christmas wreaths, a
manger scene, wire pic

ture hangers and crosses,
she said. )

“We also -have cloth
bags that one of our ladies
made so the children can
take all their projects
home.”

At noon the children
return to the sanctuary
while some of the women
of the church set the table
for the feast they have
prepared.

After lunch, the chil-
dren continue the rota-
tion between craft project
stations until all eight
projects are completed.

“We also do this for the
parents, because the par-
ents may drop their child
off and know they are
being supervised and are
safe, while they do
Christmas shopping or
errands that they need to
do without their chil-
dren,” Cole said.

The whole point of the
project, she said, is to
share Christian beliefs
with the children as well
as the entire story of the
birth of Jesus Christ.

County Bible class names recent contributors

HERALD Staff Report

Members of the Howard
County Bible Class fund
board have released
another list of donors who
have contributed to the
program.

The donations go to pay
the Bible teachers, pur-
chase Bibles, workbooks
and incidentals for the
classes which are taught
at Big Spring, Forsan and
Coahoma high schools.
The class has been taught
continuously in Big
Spring since 1939 and
may be the longest run-
ning Bible class in Texas.

The list of donors
includes Mr. and Mrs.
Clifford Hale Jr.,

Welcoming Sage G

-'l M ?

United
Women,

Coahoma
Methodist
Dianna Walker., Mrs
Allene Hamilton,
Community of Hope
Nazarene Church, City
Wide Fellowship, Robert
and Holly Moore III
Memorial, Lois Johnston
and Genevieve Fisher,
Sue Ellen Howell, Steven
Stone CPA, H.M. and
Emma Jean Hall, Ivy Lee
Bedell, Macquline
Shortes, Bobby tnd
Gloria McDonald, W.P.
and Shirlev R«(ﬂlln First

Baptist Chuych of
Coahoma TEIL Class,
Dennis and. Nancy

Schraer, Bailey & Bailey
Electric Inc., Robert and

Holly Moore [11
Memorial, Margarite
ibson home

12 0 e I e an e > 3

with special hat day

Stubblefield and Phillip
Burcham, First Assembly
of God Daughters of the
King and First United
Methodist Church
Pathmakers.

Meetings of the fund
board are held the even
numbered months on the
first Monday of the month
at First Baptist Church at
7 p.m. and all community
members are welcome to
attend.

Donations may be
mailed to Howard County
Bible Fund, P.O. Box 494,
Big Spring 79720-0494.

The Howard County
Bible Class is a non-profit
corporation with 501(c)3
tax status, therefore all
contributions are tax
deductible.
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Cole said she has knows
one child who has attend-
ed each festival for the
past several years who
keeps all her projects and
brings them out every
holiday season.

“We are making a dif-
ference. We had seven
children saved last year
during the festival. This
is sort of like vacation
Bible school, only it’s at
Christmas,” she said.

For more information or
to make a reservation for
your child to attend, call
the church at 267-1915 and
mention the fun festival
on the answering

e-Sales
Let us sell your stuff

; on ebay
2& 213-3902

213-4768 10891

Courtesy photo

From 1999, a group of children attending the Children’s
Christmas Fun Festival at East Side Baptist Church. The
annual event, now in its eighth year, is 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Saturday at the church for children aged 6 to 12 years.
Reservations are needed by calling the church at 267-

1915.

machine or call Cole at
267-1845. East Side Baptist
Church is located 1108 E.

Look What's New
In Big Spring!!

SPICE

Gifts ~ Accessories

207 W. 10th 264-6002

SANTA'S NOT THE X
ONLY ONE WHO
DELIVERS...

DE ",

Sixth St.

Marsha Sturdivant is features
editor for the Herald.

N . America’s
Drive-in.

Sonic Specials Everday
Check Out The Marquee!

Sonic #1 Sonic #2

1200 Gregg 601 E. FM 700

This holiday season, give yourself, or someone special, a gift that
keeps on delivering all year — home delivery of the

nHERALD

SPRING

HOLIDAY SUBSCRIPTION OFFER
52 Weeks Of Home Delivery
6. Months

3 Months

$93.42
$51.90
$25.95

All gift subscriptions come with a beautiful holiday card
with a message from you.
Please order by DEC. 17 to ensure delivery in time for Christmas.

To Order, Call 263-7331

10565

Santa Claus isn't the only one
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Moss Elementary faculty and students dedicated Friday as Sage Gibson Hat Day, to wel-
come home the Goliad student from the hospital.

Make A Wish request for business cards a hoax

The news brief in

Wednesday’s edition of

the Big Spring Herald
concerning a request
from a 7-year-old cancer

SCENIC MOUNTAIN
MEDICAL CENTER

Our Community.
Our Hospital.

1601 W. 11th PI.  Big Spring, TX

victim seeking business
cards is false. Do not send
any business cards to the
address in Georgia, the
mail will be rerouted to a

recycling center. The plea
is a hoax and the Make A
Wish Foundation does not
endorse nor solicit replies
of this kind.

D.D.S., P.C.
432-267-41 0/
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Sports

BIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331,
Ext. 237. Email results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com
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IN BRIEF

Basketball referees

needed for season

The Crossroads area
is looking for basket-
ball officials for the
upcoming season.

For more informa-
tion, contact Adam
Rodriguez at 263-8731
or 517-0300.

The games will be
played in local areas
such as Big Spring,
Forsan and Coahoma
and will be for the
junior high and high
school levels.

B.S. football banquet

set for next Monday

The Big Spring foot-
ball banquet has been
set for Monday at 6:30
p.m. in the Big Spring
Junior High
Cafetorium.

The meal will cost
$10. For more informa-
tion, call the Athletic
Training Center at 264-
3662.

Booster Club gets

more Lady Steer gear

The Lady Steers
Booster Club has just
received a new ship-

ment of Lady Steer
Gear.
The Booster Club

carries jackets, sweat-
shirts, long and short
sleeve T-shirts, hats,
visors, tobbogans and
ear warmers.

They are also now
offering sweatshirts
and T-shirts in youth
sizes.

For more informa-
tion, call Janet Abner
at 264-0023 or 466-1711
or Kerry Rodriguez at
263-6100.

Alomar Jr. signs deal

with Texas Rangers

ARLINGTON (AP) —
Six-time All-Star catch-
er Sandy Alomar Jr.
signed a $550,000 con-
tract Wednesday with
the Texas Rangers to
be a part-time player
next season.

. The Rangers antici-
pate the 38-year-old
Alomar being a backup
.to. Rod Barajas and
playing no more than
60 games. Gerald
Laird, the AL rookie of
the month last April
before breaking his
thumb, will likely start
next season at Triple A
Oklahoma.

Alomar became a
free agent after the
Chicago White Sox did-
n’t pick up his option
for 2005. He hit .240
with two homers and
14 RBIs in 50 games.

In 16 major league
season with San Diego,
Cleveland, the White
Sox and Colorado,
Alomar has a .273 aver-
age with 111 homers
and 557 RBIs. He has
caught 1,237 games,
seventh-most among
active players.

Several MLB teams

offer up arbitration

NEW YORK (AP) —
Nomar  Garciaparra
stayed with the
Chicago Cubs, Brad
Radke remained with
Minnesota and the
Boston Red Sox made
an arbitration offer to
Pedro Martinez before
the first big deadline of
the offseason for teams
and free agents.,

A total of 41 players
were offered arbitra-
tion, including Carlos
Beltran and Roger
Clemens (Houston),
Adrian Beltre (Los
Angeles)  and Carl

Pavano (Florida).
Lhsego 5

Hawk women continue to win

» Howard sweeps
season series with
Western Oklahoma.
State College

By TROY HYDE

Sports Editor

BIG SPRING — Latoya
Fairley’'s 24 points and
six blocks led the Howard
College women's basket-
ball team to its 10th vic-
tory of the year
Wednesday as the Hawk
women defeated Western
Oklahoma State College,
77-56, at the Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum.

Howard led 40-29 at half-
time. Western Oklahoma
State went on a 10-2 run
late in the first half and
cut the Hawk lead to five
with 10 minutes to play
in the game before
Howard opened it back
up and finished strong.

Freshman Jennifer
Pena added 16 points,
while sophomore Ciara
Tidwell pitched in with
12.

The Hawk women are
now 10-5 this season.
They will host the Hardin
Simmons junior varsity
team Friday beginning at
6 p.m. The men’s team
hosts the UTPB JV at 8
p.m. Friday.

HERALD photo/Troy Hyde

Howard College freshman Ariel Rhodes dribbles the ball
behind her back Monday against the Wayland Baptist JV
team. The Hawk women defeated Western Oklahoma State
College Wednesday at the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum, 77-
56, and improved their record to 10-5 this season.

Steers capture Division | crown

Special to the HERALD

The Division 1 Steers
football team continued
their winning ways
Saturday, Nov. 20, by
defeating the Coahoma
Bulldogs, 26-20, in the
Crossroads Division 1
Super Bowl game held at

After struggling to gain
a first down, Coahoma’'s
Tanner Ruiz scampered
30. yards, which set up a
first and goal for the
Bulldogs. Ruiz was
stopped just short of the
goal line. Bulldog quarter-
back Alex Hill would
sneak the ball

Bulldog Stadium in into the
Coahoma. end zone on the next play.
Before The two-point conversion
<M ?“o 1r:lo m tl
Bowl game L0 m:
w i t h i ‘s\ n ’;' up 80.
Coahoma, of §% 57. Qn B}g
the Steers by, S G Spring s
faced the P u é’ , 21 ":@,. 9‘ next pos-
Forsan oo session,
Buffaloes M ‘ Ty “Ral
for the 2nd Menehgld.
time in on third
three d_own and
weeks with five, rum-
a berth to BN bled for 40
the Super yards and
Bowl on the score.
the line. 1 Fullback
T h e kl Sha iem
Bulldogs PRk b W Menefield
were wagit- . LR *‘”’k"”“«ﬁ added the

ing as the EUERMUREILEIE LX) LT N

No.1 seed-

ed Coahoma team cap-
tured the division title
with a 5-1 record.

The Steers and Buffs
had spilt their previous
two games. However, the
Steers, behind great
blocking from Diamond

Bailey, Aric Rutledge,
Devin Heffington, and
Eric Rodriguez, con-

trolled the clock and the
game as Ty Ral Menefield
scored both touchdowns
in the 12-0 Steer victory.

A Super Bowl title was
then on the line between
Coahoma and the division
runner-up Steers (5-2).

The teams electrified
the frenzied crowd with
two ties and three lead
changes.

The Steers got the ball
first, but fumbled the
opening kickoff.

two-point
conver-
sion, tying the game.

In the second quarter
of play, Shaiem Menefield
put the Steer offense on
his shoulders. With gains
of 13 and 25 yards,
Shaiem Menefield would
give the Steers a first and
goal from the one-inch
line. The Steers were
stopped on first and sec-
ond down, but a quarter-
back sneak on third down

gave Big Spring its first
lead of the game.
Coahoma, which was

helped by a Big Spring
foul penalty, moved the
ball on its next posses-
sion. However, the drive
was haulted right before
halftime after Shaiem
Menefield intercepted a
pass.

The Bulldogs regrouped
on offense in the second

half and took the opening
drive to paydirt. Ruiz,
who took a direct snap
from center, scored from
48 yards out for the touch-
down and tied the game at
14.

The Steers offense was
stagnant—in —the —third
quarter as Coahoma, with
the help of several false
start penalties by Big
Spring, held the Steers to
13 yards in the quarter.

In the final period of
play, the Bulldogs con-
trolled most of the clock
and the game. Ruiz would
eventually put Coahoma
back in the lead with a 12-
yard touchdown run.

The Steers were not
done, however. They had
minimal time on the
clock and no running
game, but Ty Ral
Menefield found the end
zone on a quarterback
keeper as scored on a 71-
yard run. Another false
start on the conversion
attempt prevented the
Steers from moving into
the lead.

Big Spring got the ball
on the next play after
Shaiem Menefield recov-
ered an onside kick with
50 seconds left in the
game. Ty Ral Menefield,
who felt pressure off the
play action pass on the
play, took off and scored
from 40 yards out, giving
Big Spring the 26-20 lead
with 25 seconds to play in
the game.

Coahoma fumbled on its
next possession, which
ultimately gave Big
Spring the 2004 Division I
championship.

Ty Ral Menefield ran
for nearly 200 yards and
four touchdowns, while
younger brother, Shaiem
had one interception, four
tackles and an onside
kick recovery.

On Tuesday, Jan. 4, the
two best teams in college
football will battle it out
in Miami for the national
championship

Or will they? Says who?

Oklahoma
and USC
have suc-
cessfully
g 0o n e
through
this season
without los-
ing and
deserve to
play for a
national
t 1.t 1l e,
However, Auburn, Utah
and Boise State also went
undefeated so how come
they don’t deserve to go.

I have to say I was a lit-
tle upset when the BCS
and other bowls were
announced last weekend.
There are five undefeated
teams in college football
and only one game will
feature teams with a
chance to win

TroYy HYDE

teams faced Auburn this
year. Or Utah. Or Boise
State.

Now if Auburn loses to
Virginia Tech in its BCS
game, then my argument
is less valid, but that, in

my opinion, won't hap-
pen.
To me Aurburn

deserves a shot to show
themselves and they are
not getting it, which leads
me to believe that once
again the BCS formula
has failed.

California also got the
shaft. They lose one time
to the nation’s No. 1 team
by less than five points
and they end up in the
Holiday Bowl against
Texas Tech. How is that
justice?

The Rose Bowl could be
partly to blame here
because they chose to go
away with the traditional
Pac-10 vs. Big 10 matchup
by choosing your state's
beloved Texas L.onghorns.
Now don’t

the title.
Tell me how
this system
did not fail
once again?
OK. Maybe

all bent
out of
shape. 1 am

Mﬂ not saving

t h e

Longhorns
the mid-major Ugfgnvg'eABug::n shouldn’t
conference be in a BCS.
schools like Rose Bow! I am saying
Utah and i i t h-.e "y
Boise State Mihgun Y3 Samoria shouldn't
don’'t deserve Fiesta Bowl be in a bowl
to be put in Oklahoma vs. Utah game at
the same cate- California's
gory as USC Sugdr Bowl - expense.
a n d Virginia Tech vs. ’f exas ©' T hv ety
Oklahoma. _..houid e
Auburn is the in a B( S
one getting shaft, though. game instead of

The Tigers went 12-0
this year, including an
undefeated run in the
toughest conference in
the nation. I know this is
Big 12 country, but face
it, the SEC is by far the

best conference in the
land with four top-20
teams in Auburn,
Georgia, LSU and
Tennessee. And even
their average teams
(Alabama, Arkansas,

South Carolina, Clemson
and Florida) are better
than the Big 12 and Big 10
bottom feeders such as
Iowa State, Baylor,
Nebraska, Missouri,
Indiana, Illinois and Penn
State. You want more
proof. Colorado won the
North Division at 7-4.
That is all the proof you
need there.

Auburn’s only argu-
ment against them was
its nonconference sched-
ule that saw them hardly
break a sweat. However,
average out those three
bad teams with the
strongest conference in
the nation and you get the
ninth toughest schedule
in the nation. USC and
Oklahoma'’s overall
schedules aren’t even in
the top-20.

The point: what makes
the “experts” think that
the two best teams are
meeting for the national
championship when nei-
ther one of those two

Pittsburgh, who has three
losses in a bad Big East
Conference. They should
also be in BCS game over
Virginia Tech and Utah.
However, if we are argu-
ing Texas vs. California
then the Bears have just
as good of an argument.
Like [ said before,
California’s only loss
came to USC (No. 1) in a
close battle at the
Trojans’ homefield.
Texas's only loss came on
a neutral site against
Oklahoma (No. 2) and
they got shutout, as well.
Tha system is definitely
whacked when, in order
for California to make a
BCS game, the Bears pret-

ty much had to run up the
score in their final game
against Southern
Mississipp.. That would
have not only made the
coach look ‘bad. but it

would have also ruined
the integrity of the game.
The only \_\\tom that
will work in college foot
ball is a playvoft system
that settles answers on
the field.

Instead, college football
would rather make
money on 25-plus bowl

games and keep the worst
system for deciding a
champion in all of sports

Sports Editor Trov Hyde
can be reached at 263-7331,
ext. 237 0!
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Several players, fans charged in last month’s Indiana-Detroit brawl

By SARAH KARUSH

Associated Press Writer
PONTIAC, Mich. —
Five Indiana Pacers play-
ers and five fans were
charged Wednesday for
fighting in the stands and

on the court at the end of

a game

Detroit

month.
Players

against the
Pistons last

Ron Artest,
Stephen Jackson, David
Harrison and Anthony
Johnson were all charged

with one count of assault
and battery, a misde-
meanor that carries up to
three months in jail and a
fine of up to $500.
Jermaine O’'Neal, a three-
time NBA All-Star, was
charged with two counts
of assault and battery.
All the fans were
charged with misde-
meanor assault and bat-
tery, including Pistons
star Ben Wallace's broth-
er, David. Bryant Jackson

also was charged with
felony assault for alleged-
ly throwing a chair into
the fray, Oakland County
prosecutor David Gorcyca
said. He faces up to four
years in prison if convict-
ed. R

Goreyea
spectator
who faces

singled - out
John Green,
two assault
counts and, the .prosecu-
tor said, “in my mind sin-
gle-handedly incited this
whole interaction

between the fans and
players and probably is
the one that's most culpa-
ble.” Green is accused of
throwing a cup at Artest,
splashing him and spark-
ing the melee.

John Ackerman and
William Paulson, each
facing an assault charge,
also were accused of
throwing cups in players’
faces. In addition, two
men were charged for
walking onto the court at

The
Hills.
James W. Burdick,
Jackson's lawyer, said it

Palace of Auburn

was “unfair and inappro
priate” to charge his
client.

“The problem is this: a
few.crazed drunken fans
who created a chaotic sit
uation,” Burdick said.
“Steve responded in a
way that he thought was
necessary to protect him-
self and his friends.”
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Business Opportunity

SECOND INCOME

Create a second income that
can exceed your first!

Serious Calls

Call 888-272-8939

THIS NEWSPAPER is not re-
sponsible for the specific con-
tent of the National Classified
ads. Before investing money in
a. business/employment oppor-
tunity with which you are unfa-
miliar, please call the Natipnal

Better Business Bureau at
703-276-0100 or visit
www.bbb.org

Garage Sales

1002 BIRDWELL, Saturday
9-6. Electric wheel chair, porch
ramp, tub bench, walkers,
hide-a-bed, mattress & box
spring, furniture, ladies clothes
(8 thru 3X), shoes size 6.

Help Wanted

ASSISTANT MANAGER
needed at local Retail Com-
pany. Salary, health insurance
and 401k. Average 48 hrs
weekly including nights until

7:00 pm. with alternating week-
ends. Please send Resume
and References to: P.O. Box
~2, Big Spring, Tx. 79721.

Assistant  Manager trainee.
Must have good driving record,
21 yrs old. motivated, paid va-
cations, retirement, -health in-
surance, salary. Apply In per-
son, Credit World, 1611
Gregg. No Phone Calls Please

Help Wanted

ATTENTION STUDENTS
PT HOLIDAY WORK

Can be perm., Great Pay, Flex.
Sched. sales/service, no exp.
nec. All ages 18+ condition ap-
ply (432)699-6782
www.workforstudents.com
<http://workforstudents.com>

BEST HOME Care has an
opening for RN Case Manager
and RN Case Manager and RN
Psych Case “Manager. Good
working environment and com-
petitive salary with a $3000.00
sign on bonus. Please apply at
111 E. 7th, Suite C

CITY OF Big Spring is taking
applications for Heavy Equip-
ment Operator/Streets and-also
General Maintenance/Golf
Course. Applications will be ac-
cepted until December 20,
2004. Apply at The Personnel
Department, 310 Nolan, Big
Spring, TX 79720 or call
(432)264-2346. The City of Big
Spring is - EOE. Applications
may also be obtained from
website:
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

Help Wanted

DO YOU enjoy working with
the elderly and want to be part
of a growing challenging indus-
try? If so, we invite you to in-
quire about a position in our
nursing department.

IDEAL CANDIDATE:

LVN or RN and MED AIDE
INTERESTED IN LONG TERM
EMPLOYMENT
RELATIONSHIP
EXCELLENT Starting pay

Health Insurance
Retirement Plan

Great Vacation with a Flexible
Schedule.
Apply at Mountain View

Lodge, 2009 Virginia Ave.

DRIVER WANTED: Bob Tail/
Transport  Driver.  Excellent
starting pay. All benefits
Medical & Retirement. ~ Must
have Class A CDL & good driv-
ing record. Call for appointment
(432)263-0033.

EXTRA $$$ JUST IN TIME
FOR THE NEW YEAR!
Excellent fund raiser for any
group or large family, operating
a TRUCK LOAD FIREWORK
stand from 12/19/04 thru

1/1/05. Call (432)550-2264.

Immediate need for:
PUMPER/LEASE OPERATOR
AND BACKHOE OPERATOR
(must have current class A
CDL).® v
Vacations
Holidays
Insurance
401K

Safety Bonuses

HELP! BUSY! BUSY! BUSY!
Competitive pay and lots- of
overtime for-qualified truckdriv-
ers. Physical labor required.
Class A CDL, 2 years driving
experience, and good driving
record a must. Paid travel, per-
diem, ‘and motel. Insurance
available. Call 1-800-588-2669.

NEED HOUSEKEEPER for 2

Help Wanted

AERRRE AT EARRRRRARR R RR R AR RN RN

Drivers

GIVE YOURSELF
MORE TIME OFF!

J.B. Hunt Dedicated is now hir-
ing professional drivers for po-
sitions offering BOTH weekly
time off and exceptional pay!
Average $800 per week and be
home up to a day & a half each
week! This dedicated package
also includes:

* Weekly pay, no delays
waiting for bills
* Paid vacation, pay raise
after one year
* Your own assigned
conventional
* B-state area of operation
* Excellent benefits: medical,
dental, vision, 401k,
prescription discount, etc....

The holidays are here-give
yourself the gift of more time
off! But call now; positions are
limited!

1-866-852-4327
EOQE. Subj to d/s.
Class A & 6 mos. exp. req.

e

INTERIM HEALTH Care
Director of Nursing

2 yrs. management experience
in homecare.

Proficient with Medicare,
Medicaid and insurance.

For more information call:

Help Wanted

INTERIM HEALTH Care
RN/LVN

To do visits in Big Spring and
surrounding areas. Medicare
home health experience pre-
ferred/ CBA experience a plus.
For more information call:
(432)550-7593, 866-296-6040.

NEEDED CHILDREN'S Librar-
ian: must have a sound knowl-
edge and understanding of:
children's literature, reading in-
terests, age appropriateness,
child development and learning
theory, collection management
theory and trends. Will plan
and coordinate ‘children’'s serv-
ices and programs; present a
weekly story time; plan & im-
plement special summer read-
ing program and special
events. Must have the ability
to: select appropriate children'’s
and Young Adults materials in
all formats, develop and man-
age materials budgets. Appli-
cations may be picked up at
Howard County Library during
library hours. Application pe-
riod closes December 20.

Opening for
Finish Blade Operator
Private & commercial projects
Experience required.
*Salary D.O.E., E.O.E.
Apply in person at
Jones Bros.
1401 S. Grandview
Odessa, Texas 79761

PIZZA INN
Now hiring Part-time Shift Driv-
ers. Wages plus tips & commis-

Help Wanted

THE CITY of Big Spring will be
testing for the position of Certi-
fied and Non-Certified Police
Officer at 8:30 a.m. on Thurs-
day January 13, 2005 at the
Police Training Center on 307
E. 4th. Applications are being
accepted through Wednesday
January 12, 2005. Preference
will be given to Certified Offi-
cers. For further information
contact City Hall Personnel at
310 Nolan, Big Spring, Tx
79720 ‘or call (432)264-2346.
The City of Big Spring is and
Equal Opportunity Employer.
Applications may also be ob-
tained from website:
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
person needed to move furni-
ture. Must be motivated. Good
driving record required. Must
be 21. Paid vacation & holi-
days. Apply in person, Credit
World, 1611 Gregg. No Phone
Calls!

WAITRESSES NEEDED
Split Shift
Must be 18
Monday-Saturday
Apply in person,
Red Mesa Grill {
2401 Gregg

WANTED 2 persons for local
bar. Flexibel hours. Must be
over 21. Apply at Martha's
Hideaway, 503 N. Birdwell
Lane. Between 1:00pm and
4:00pm.

WANTED FLATBED drivers
with Class A CDL, two years

HELP WANTED full time. Ap- Work is in the Big Spring - gays a week. References re- (432)550-7593 sion. Also hiring Part-time Wait- over the road and one year flat-
ply at Wasson Road Grocery, Area. Blakely Construction qiired. Call (432)263-8465 af- ggp-6040 staff. Apply in person @ 1702 bed experience. Call
2512 Wasson Road (432)381-3540. ter 10:00 a.m. Gregg Street. No Phone Calls.  888-246-3485.
. - 2 R -
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$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

.
M_m, =

Bring Samples
To Your Home

NAME BRANDS
Kenny Thompson

270-0548
263-4548

CG’'s Computer
Repair

Computer experience 24 years,

Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

2003 Johnson 2§
Big Spring, Texas }
79720
432-264-6526

STUCCO
~"'¢ DRIVEWAYS
2 ] SIDEWALKS

S - BLOCK FENCES
Chico and Sons

Concrete

(432) 267-4044
(432) 268-6322

Frank Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

621 Sgt. Paredez

CHAINUNK oo
A T METAL + CEDAR 4 b
W DOG KENNELS ~< 4
ORNAMENTAL &
IRON
B & M Fence Co.

COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL
GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE
FREE ESTIMATES
A ROBERT MARQUEZ
BEB 263-1613 -
"T-— 1-800-525-1389
o see 1008 Lamesa MWwy. ¢ Big Spring

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports.
All work guaranteed.
Free Estimates
Benny Marquez-Owner

267-5714

m HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

PREMIER FENCE

Sales Service, Installation
Chainlink, Wood, Vinyl,
Sheet Metal, Ornamental
Custom Gates,

Oil Field T
Panels,
Carports,
Dog Runs.
(432) 686-7505

1409 Garden City Hwy. Midland, Tx.

W Cowstnuction Vine,
We Do It All!
Residential & Commercial

Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Drywall
Fextures, Plumbing, Electrical
AC.Roofs, New Additions
& LLawn Service

Phone: 432-263-2911
Cell: 432-816-3832

Christmas Spécial

26 Sgpeedy m

HOME REPA[R
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,

| Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES
Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

Gibbs Remodeling

New home Construction * Room Additions
Carports » Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior °
Wallpaper Hanging ¢ Ceramic Tile
Installation & Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

AFFORDABLE HOME
MAINTENANCE

‘?h\//
>~*‘~~%

*Renovation
*Repairs
*Maintenance
Quality Work /| A\
You Can Trust 1
Satisfaction Guaranteed
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!

Russ Crain (owner) 432-270-2585

>

PUT YOUR
AD HERE
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

spnﬁii’ HER ALD

DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Home Repair « Carpentry
Sheet Work
Repaired/Replaced
Kitchen & Bath
BOB’'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

Home Woﬂg,

Full Service Building Contractor
New * Remodel + Additions * Repair
Residential - Commercial
Please Call For A Free Estimate
Jimmy Hopper + 432-517-0555

* Affordable Quality With
Attention to Detail *

FALL CLEANUP
TREE TRIMMING
TILLING & HAULING

FREF ESTIMATES
CALL

432-267-5460

LEAVE MESSAGE

816-6150

VE NTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

Houses * Duplexes
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms
For rent/sale
709 E. 12TH
802 E. 12TH
606 A State
204 11TH

YOUR AD

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

senva HERALD

I"\I,.»\(,I()S
ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Roofs, Room Additions,
( Tile Fence
Pai | e

i & Bonded

o

a 2632-5430
Cell#

432-213-0363

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

! Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs

and
Doctor of Repairs'
Free Estimatesl/
Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

SELL YOUR
HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

serive HERALD

For Information
On Internet Ads

Call
Retail Advertising
263-7331

semiva HERALD

SOUTHWESTERN
A-1 PEST
CONTROL

Since 1954

432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane
Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com
mm@swalpc.com

For Information
On Web Printing

Call
Tony Hernandez

263-7331
seaiva HERALD
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Help Wanted
mﬂ'm Pedigreed Seed”

SITE MANAGER
Stoneville/
Emergent Genetics, Inc.
Big Spring, Texas

The U.S. Business Operations
Team at Emergent Genetics
(Stoneville Seed) is seeking a
Site Manager in the Big Spring
Plant. Responsibilities include
direct all site operations (office,
plant and warehouse person-
nel). Key emphasis will be
placed on achieving daily,
weekly and yearly production
and efficiency goads of the An-
nual Operating Plan. This posi-
tion is also accountable for
budgeting and managing the
budget for the site. Strong em-
phasis will be placed on pro-
ducing high quality seed.
Safety goads will be stressed
in this position. The minimum
qualifications are a BS in
Agronomy, Seed Science,
Plant  Science, . Agricultural
Economics, or a related disci-
pline, or equivalent industry ex-
perience with degree and three
to five years experience in cot-
ton production/research, cotton
ginning, seed production, qual-
ity assurance, or seed condi-
tioning plant. EG offers a highly
competitive salary, full em-
ployee benefits, and an incen-
tive plan. Please send resume
and cover letter to: US Human
Relations Manager, Job Open-
ing 4152, Emergent Genetics,
Inc., 6625 Lenox Park Drive,
Suite 117, Memphis, TN,
38115 or email
Job4152@Emergent
Genetics.com.

Items for Sale

1995 TOYOTA Avalon-
$6,500.. Chevrolet Van seats 8
with rebuilt motor- $1,200..

Red, yellow & green- dresser,
mirror & chair- $1,500. Call
(432)393-5712.

3 TON Trane heating system
with A-coils. Excellent condi-
tion. Asking $700. cash. O.B.O.
Call (432)267-1055.

FOR SALE: Refrigerator-
$100., full size copy machine-
$300. & Computer loaded-

$300.. Call (432)213-0543.

MAGNAVOX 5 Disk DVD/CD
changer with 5 speakers and
AM/FM radio. Retail for $300.
will take $125.. Large Emerson
Microwave with full function
$45.. Call (432)263-3025.

SHOWCASES, clothes rack on
wheels, adding machine, type-
writer, floor lamps, clothes, la-
dy's shoes & boots; jewely.
Call (432)263-3035.

THRESH HOLD ramp $25,
electric wheel chair $1200,
metal porch ramp $800, walk-
ers $25, tub bench $25, reclin-
ers/ hide-a-bed/ chairs $30
each. Call (432)394-4675.

Jobs Wanted
FARM JOB Wanted.

Extra
hard worker. Experienced. Can
do anything required on the

Farm. Call
(432)268-1388.

Lost and Found

LOST DOG!! Severely Diabetic
and Requires Insulin!! Missing
from 700 Block of North Gregg
St., Reddish Brown Dachshund
(Winnie). Answers to Gigi.
Please call (432)264-6111.

Walley

Miscellaneous

2000 HITCHHIKER, 32 foot,
5th wheel. Excellent condition
with 2 slides. Call
(432)267-5420 for more infor-
mation.

KING SIZE mattress with dou-
ble box spring & frame. Three
years old, like new, only used
for guest. $225.00. Call
(432)393-5667 or leave mes-
sage.

PIANO FOR Sale: Great
Christmas Gift. Excellent Con-
dition. $500.00. Call
(432)263-1497 or 263-8323.

Mobile Homes

1983 SINGLE Wide. 2 Bed-
room, 2 bath. Great Condition.
$5,500.00. To be moved. Call
(254)442-2300.

National Ads

$$ FREE MONEY $$ for 2005!
Private-Government Grants for
Personal bills, School, Busi-
ness, etc. Never Repay. Live
Operators. $49 billion dollars
unclaimed 2004.
1-800-410-2613 ext. 31.

**Federal Postal Jobs**
To $43,000/ yr. Free Call. No
Experience Necessary.
Now Hiring. Full Benefits.
1-800-842-1622 Ext. 130

GOVERNMENT JOBS! WILD-
LIFE / POSTAL $16.51 to
$58.00 per hour. Full Benefits.

Paid Training. Call for Applica-
tion and Exam Information. No
Experience Necessary. Toll
Free 1-888-269-6090 ext. 100.

Real Estate for Rent

LOVELY
NEIGHBORHOOD
COMPLEX

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts,
| & 2 Bedrooms &
| or 2 Baths
Unfurnished
KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS
1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5000

003617

1204 LAMAR. 2 Bedroom, 1

bath with Central Heat. New
carpet and paint. $300. month,
$150. deposit. Call

(432)263-1792 or 816-9984.

1404 STADIUM. 3 Bedroom, 1
bath. $400.00 month, $200.00
deposit. Call (432)263-1792 or
816-9984.

1409 MT. VERNON. Newly re-
modeled. 3 bedroom, 1 bath,
CH/A, fenced vyard with
washer & dryer connections.
$515. month, $395. deposit.
Call 432-263-8005, 816-1330.

1503 SCURRY. Large one
bedroom, one bath. All bills
paid. $350. month, $200. de-
posit. Call (432)264-6611.

1519 KENTUCKY Way. Re-
modied 3 Bedroom, 1 bath.
Built in stove, oven, tile floors,

garage, fenced yard. Re-
frences/ Lease required.
$450.00, $350.00 deposit.

(432)264-9232, 263-8408.

1605 KENTUCKY Way. 3 Bed-
room, 1 bath. Garage, CH/A,
fenced backyard, washer &
dryer connections $430/month,
$350/deposit. Call
(432)263-8005 or 816-1330.

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

Choose Your Own Monthly Rent Options
3299 Such As ALL BILLS PAID 5
MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. 8
538 Westover

OPEN SATURDAY

263-1252

?‘? ‘&."'1

B|g Spnng Herald Classmeds

Definitely Worth A Look
To place your classified ad, call

(915) 263-7331
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Real Estate for Rent
1903 GREGG St. for rent.
Great office or retail space.

$400/month plus deposit. Call
(432)213-2681.

2523 DOW. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath
with CH/A. $385. month, $150.
deposit. Call (432)263-1792 or
816-9984.

2604 ENT. 3 Bedroom 2 bath,
New paint/"carpet. References.
$450. month, $250. deposit.
Call (432)267-7449.

3/2 WITH garage. Gourmet
kitchen with built-ins. Forsan
ISD, 2406 Cheyenne. $650.
month, $400. deposit. Call
(432)264-9907.

612 GREGG, 800 square feet.
Strip/Center Location. $450.00
month plus deposit required.
Call (432)267-7449.

624 RIDGELEA. Clean 3 bed-
room, 1-1/2 bath, CH/A. Stove
& refrigerator furnished.
Fenced yard, garage. $450.
month, $200. deposit. Call
(432)267-1543.

914 EAST 6TH. 2 Bedroom 1
bath. No Pets. Call
(432)267-3841 or 517-0642.

Real Estate for Rent

LEASE/PURCHASE Four bed-
room, three bath on 6 acres.
Garden City Hwy. $550.00
month $550.00 depaosit. Call
(325)893-4588, (325)518-1547.

SPACIOUS, FURNISHED one
bedroom apartment. CH/A,
washer/dryer connections, car-
port, huge walk-in closet. No
Pets. Lease. $225. McDonald
Realty, (432)263-7615,
(432)263-4835.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT to quali-
fied tenants on long term lease.
3202 Auburn, 3 bedroom, 1
bath, one car garage, stove/ re-
frigerator  furnished, fenced
yard, washer/ dryer -hookup.
$550. month. Call
(432)270-5001.

SUNSET RIDGE APTS.
2911 W. Hwy 80
Big Spring
New Management
Family Friendly
Central A/C
Cable TV
Large Rooms
Move In Special
(432)263-2292

Real Estate for Sale

$1,000 TOTAL Move in Cost.
On 1306 Marijo. New 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage
home. Reasonably good credit
required, lowered interest rates
to Qualified Buyer. Call now
(432)520-9848 Cameo Invest-
ments Inc.

1413 SYCAMORE, 2 Bed-
room, 1 bath, CH/A.
$14,500.00. Call
(325)695-6100 after 6:00 p.m.

1612 BLUEBIRD. Owner Fi-
nancing. Buy for. $277.00
month or Rent $375.00 month.
Call (432)264-9907.

4048 VICKY. Just like New - 3
bedroom, 2 bath, garage, fire-

place, in-ground pool. $80s.
Call (432)263-7653.
BUY FORCLOSER! 3 Bed-

room, 2 bath. Only $15,600.
For Listing Call (800)749-8124
ext. F906.

BY OWNER. Highland South.
4 bedroom, 2 bath, corner lot.
By appointment only, call
432-264-7053. Home warranty.
$110,000.

Real Estate for Sale

BIG SPRING Building for Rent.
Busy Location on Gregg Street,
12,000 square feet, $5,000.00
per month. Call (505)318-3378

CLEANEST 1 Bedroom in
town. $300. Month, $150. de-
posit. No pets. References re-
quired. Carport. Call
(432)213-2319.

CORONADO HILLS
APARTMENTS
(432)267-6500
801 W. Marcy

Big Spring, Tx 79720

During Months of
December and January.
‘Move in for
$199.00 or $299.00.

FOR RENT: 800 1/2 Nolan. 1
Bedroom, 1 bath. Utilities in-
cluded. $400.00. month,
$300.00 deposit. Call
(432)264-9907.

TWO BEDROOM, two bath,
CH/A, carpet, quiet area, 4104
Muir. Call (432)270-3848.

THREE BEDROOM, two bath,
CH/A, new carpet. 906 Run-
nels. $410. month, $150. de-
posit. Call (432)267-4536 or
(417)276-8083

EAST OF Big Spring. 20 acres
44K, set up for mobile. $5,500.
down, assume $270. month.
No Credit Check. Call
(817)312-6322.

3B

GREAT BUY on a fixer upper
home in Coahoma. Low down
payment financing available.
Located at 412 S. 2nd St. Call
Lupe at 1-800-766-1167.

GREAT HOME FOR SALE BY
OWNER. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath,
1,400 square feet. CH/A, appli-
ances furnished. Huge living
room, dinning room, large
kitchen. On 1/2 acre lot. Huge
covered patio, great backyard
w/2 storage buildings. Only
$49,500.00. Call for appt.
(432)263-8126 Cell 816-9079,
(505)258-1980.

FOR SALE By Owner: Owner
Financing Provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax refund, low monthly. 2 Bed-
room, 1 1/2 bath. Fenced yard.
1505 South Johnson. Call Kelly
(432)425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner
financing provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax refund, low monthly, 3 bed-
room, 1321 Mulberry. Call Kelly
432-425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner
financing provided. Low down
payment, low monthly, 3 bed
room, 500 1st St - Coahoma.
Call Kelly 432-425-9994.

HILLSIDE PROPERTIES

RENT « BUY WITH NO DOWN PAYMENT » OWNER FINANCING

1-6 Bedroom Brick Homes w/stove and refrigerator*
Includes washer/dryer connections, ceiling fans, fenced
yards, covered carports and patios, central heat

& air, alarm system included.
Swimming Pool, Basketball & Volleyball Courts.
* We Will Attempt To Fit Your Payment To Suit Your Needs °

Corporate Housing Available

24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

2501 Fairchild

‘only on rental
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NOW TRY
TURNING THE
PAGE.

real feel for the medium you're working in.

Call Beverly @ 263-3461

Don’t you wish your advertising could stop consumers that effectively? Let's
face it, most of the time it gets lost in the shuffle.
It takes a certain ingenuity to stand out in a crowd. You've got to be provoca- i
tive. Unpredictible. A little smarter than the next guy. And you've got to have a ||
l

We put those talents to work for our advertisers everyday...and at no extra cost.

; It works for them. And, you'll have to admit, it just worked for you!

SPRING

BIG

HERALD |

Let us be your advertising specialists.
Call today!

432-263-7331
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Real Estate for Sale

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner
financing provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax refund, low monthly, 3 bed-
room, 1216 Ridgeroad. Call
Kelly 432-425-9994.

NO DOWN Payment on
2-3-4-5 & 6 Bedroom Brick
Homes. 2 Bedroom homes
that need work starting at
$9,000.00 to $10,000.00 and
$25,000.00 to $27,500.00 that
need no work. We can adjust
your monthly payments to fit
your Budget. Call Maria
(432)263-3461

PERFECT for Single or couple-
2 Bedroom, 1 bath, Central
H/A, single garage, large back-
yard with deck, new carpet.
Possible Owner Finance. Call
(432)263-6887, 270-1743.

RENT to OWN. 5 Bedroom, 1
bath. Washer and Dryer Con-
nection with fenced yard. Call
(432)264-6611.

SALE or LEASE: Nice 3 Bed-
room, 2 bath in Highland area.
1,900 square feet. Fireplace,
built in appliances and block
fence. Call (432)263-4528 or
296-0277.

SALE/LEASE: 7906 South
Service Road (Sand Springs).
4 Bedroom, 2 bath, CH/A on 13
acres. $37,800.00 or $450.00 a
month. Call (325)695-6100 af-
ter 6:00 p.m.

& s e |
SPACIOUS TWO-STORY
home. 2150 sq. ft. 3 bedroom,
2 baths, office, 2 living areas,
ash cabinets, fireplace. Ga-
zebo, 2 storage bldgs., 3/4
acre, secluded. Lovely yard.
$110,00. Call (432)263-4080.

NISSAN NATIONAL

YEAR ENDEVENT

Real Estate for Sale

OWNER WILL FINANCE! 3
bedroom home. Just remod-
eled! Great condition! 1214
Ridgeroad. LOW DOWN, LOW
MONTHLY! Tadlock Realtors
(432)580-4883.

‘04 Freestar Vans

‘6000 Available
Rebates
Bob Brock Ford

500 W. 4th 267-7424

1979 DATSUN Pick-up. Rebuilt
motor, new paint. Many extra
parts. $1,500.00. Call
(432)354-2640 or see at The
Getting Place, 2114 W. 3rd
Street.

1988 GMC Pickup single cab.
Good shape. See at 3218
Auburn.

91 MERCURY Sable. Needs

transmission - $350.00. Also
have Sofa & love seat (beige &
brown) $125.00. Call

(432)264-6216 leave message.

94 CHEVY Silverado. Good
condition. $7,000.00 Call
(432)213-4319.

Legals

West Texas Centers for MHMR,
409 Runnels, Big Spring, Texas is
accepting sealed bids on the fol
lowing used vehicles:

1988 Dodge van 15 passenger
1992 Chevy van 7 passenger

1992 GMC van

(2) 1992 Chevy sedan

1993 Ford station wagon

1993 GMC van

Vehicles will be sold to the highest
bidder as is with on warranty. For
bidding info or to inspect vehicles
call 432-264-2650 ext. 259 or 258
Bids are due by noon December
22, 2004

#4403 December 9, 10, 12, 2004

This past year,

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

The moon in Scorpio
passes Venus and Mars,
activating relatienships
in a sensual
way. Colors
seem more
vivid and
sounds more
hypnotic as
we fall into
the trance of
animal

attraction.
This week- Houipay
end _has MATHIS
truly magi-

cal potential c——
for relationships. As on
New Year's Eve, make
sure you're with the one
you want to accompany
you in the new year.
ARIES (March 21-April
19). Friends need you. If
you make it a habit to
assist to your comfort
level, you’'ll keep being
asked for the same help
over and over. Instead,
stretch out your arms,
and do all you can.
Together, you c¢an heal
this once and for all.
TAURUS (April 20-May
20). For you, the time con-
tinuum generally keeps a
plodding, consistent
march forward — but not
today. Time whizzes for-
ward, whirls and flips,
and boomerangs back.
You feel like you're in an
experimental film.
GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Independence is sexy
at least the way you do

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

it. You're strong and can
take: care of yourself.
Finances improve as a
result. Of course, just
when you’'ve got it all
together, love steps in to
confuse and bewilder you.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). The famous sociolo-
gist Erving Goffman
claimed that we are all
actors portraying our-
selves to actors portray-
ing themselves. Today,
you see through all that
acting and make people
forget their “lines.”

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You can work on your
skills until the cows come
home, but it’s not your
skills that will ultimately
bring you the success you
crave. The right attitude,
coupled with the latest
information, brings victo-
ry. Seek a qualified men-
tor.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Team effort is where
it's at. With your allies,
you’ll face your rivals
head on and meet much
less opposition than you
thought was there. Trust
is key. Keep all your
agreements, no matter
how inconvenient.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You'll be the recipient of
flattery and automatically
wonder what your flatter-
er is up to. Your natural
skepticism keeps you
from falling to the ranks
of the blissfully oblivious,
but relax. Your admirer

raised the bar on design. We pushed the limits of perfoormance. The

result? Sinply the most dynamic line-up of cars, tiucks and SUV's on the market today.

Featuring a powerful 265HP Maxima, a redesigned 2005 Altima, a full sized 305 HP 5.6L V8

Titan and the massive full size, room for 8 Amada SUV. And now, we are finishing off this
great year with the introduction of the all new 3 row, seating for 7, Nissan Pathfinder. It is a
great story...and of dourse, every story desetves a happy endihg. Visit your Nissan dedler

today, during Nissan's Naticnal Year End Event.

04 Xterras
Several To Choose From

s2400 Customer Cash

o
or 1% Apr-60 Mos.

04 Titans
Several To Choose From

32000 Customer Cash

1 %
or Apr-60 Mos.

o4 Maximas'
Only 2 Left

$1 750 Customer Cash

%
or 1 Apr-60 Mos.

04 Quest
2 Left

32000 Customer Cash

%
or 1 Apr-60 Mos.

04 Armada
04 Murano
9 Lofe 1 Left
$1500 . - 2500 cuctomer casn

%
or 2 Apr-60 Mos.

%
or 1 Apr-60 Mos.

And We Haven't Even Discussed Our

“HUGE DEALER DISCOUNT”

Don't Miss Tuis Limitep Time OFrer

SEE YOUR NISSAN DEALER NOW FOR

THE HAPPY ENDING TO OUR GREAT STORY.

END SOON

swer- BOB BROCK NISSAN

500 W. 4th
267-7424

Nissan, the Nissan Brand Symbol, *“SHIFT_" taghne and Nissan model names are Nissan trademarks. 2004 Nssan North America, Inc. Visit www NissanlUSA com.
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speaks the truth,

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). It’s hard to think of
anything you hate more
than being told what to
do. If people suggest that
they know better even
through a vocal tone or
slanted eyebrow, they’ll
find themselves “talking
to the hand.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You may make
that figurative journey to
the top of the mountain
and meet not a wise sage,
guru or holy man but an
enlightened version of
yourself. How does it feel
to have all the answers?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). There are tangi-
ble reasons, things at
stake, that keep you in a
diplomatic mode of opera-
tion. Though it’s easier to
grin and bear the wrongs
of others, it's not better
for your long-term bottom
line. Be truthful.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). There are too many
openings for misinterpre-
tation now to try and have
a meaningful conversa-
tion, so keep it light. If
you're thinking of upgrad-
ing your operating sys-
tem, do research now but
do not insert a single
disk!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Mechanical devices
come in extremely handy.
A techie friend is there to
help you figure them out,
but beware — it could

take all day. To avoid
frustration, leave enough
time. New and nerdy
knowledge is ever so
appealing!

ASTROLOGICAL QUES-
TIONS: “I was born Sept.
17, 1970. Last year, I was
downsized from a job I
hated, financial reporting.
I had to sell my condo and
move back with my par-
ents. So I had no job and
no home, and I felt like a
failure. At first, I tried
desperately to find a new
job, to no avail. Then, I
thought I should use this
time to focus on what I
really want todo — TV or
playwriting. I've written a
few spec TV scripts and a
pilot and have entered
them into contests, but I
haven’'t gotten anywhere
yet. Will I have any suc-
cess in writing?”

Yes, if you use your nat-
ural Virgo seriousness
and dedicate yourself to
improving your craft.
This kind of writing looks
much easier than it is.
Contests are a good start
because they give you the
deadline that every Virgo
needs to do her best work!
But your sign learns best
in a professional setting.
Look into the following
jobs: writer’s assistant,
script supervisor, script
reader or secretarial work
at a production company.
You need to be around
mentors who can show
you what it takes.

Annie’s Mailbox -

Dear Annie: My 20-year-
old son, “Todd,” is a col-
lege student who lives at
home. Recently, his long-
term girlfriend broke up
with him in a pretty hurt-
ful -way, essentially say-
ing he wasn’'t good
enough for her. Todd was
heartbroken. He had
planned to marry this girl
when they finished col-
lege.

A week after she broke
up with him, Todd met
another girl, “Heidi.”
Here’'s my problem. He
met Heidi on Sunday, and
by Tuesday, he practical-
ly moved in with her. Oh,
he comes home every day
to shower, change clothes
and get his mail, but he
hasn’t slept in his -own
bed since he met her.

I know Todd is 20 years
old, and I accept that he is
sexually active, but it
bothers me that he’s on
the rebound and won'’t
admit it. I think he’s
using Heidi in a big way.
Todd insists he wants a
long-term relationship,
but don’t you think when
sex enters the picture so
quickly, the chances of
success are pretty slim?

I've never met Heidi,
but I get the impression
she is emotionally fragile
and needy, just like Todd.
I think he’s acting like a
jerk, but talking to him
does no good. Worse,
Todd’s behavior sets a ter-
rible example for his two
younger siblings.

We don’t want Todd to
move out entirely,
because we believe that
would push him further
into this unhealthy rela-
tionship. How do I cope
with this, and how do'l
‘impress on my younger
children that this is not
the way to handle a rela-
tionship? — Stressed-Out
Mom

Dear Stressed-Out:
Rebound relationships
can be devastating if one
person is more invested
than the other.
Unfortunately, there isn’t
much you can do. Todd
needs consolation, and
he’'s found someone to
provide it.

If your younger chil-
dren are teenagers, you
can discuss this with
them, explaining why you
disapprove of Todd's
behavior. Eventually,
they may see for them-
selves that Todd’'s hasty
decision was misguided.
In the meantime, you
might try to meet Heidi.

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

You are making assump-
tions based on Todd’s pre-
sumed state of mind, and
it would be a good idea to
see exactly what’s what.

Dear Annie: This is for
“Albany,” who wants to
reconcile with his 40-year-
old daughter, but she
can't forgive him for
divorcing her mother and
marrying the woman he
had an affair with. He
should respect his daugh-
ter’s wishes and stop con-
tacting her. He decided on
this tradeoff when he left
his wife for another
woman. What did he
expect when he broke up
her home for “greener
pastures”? He can’t have
his cake and eat it, too.

This is happening in my
home right now. I neither
encourage nor discourage
our children to see their
father. Slowly and surely
he slips away more and
more from them. He has a
new life with a new fami-
ly. — Ex-Wife in Lubbock,
Texas

Dear Ex-Wife: We
received a huge number
of responses from bitter
ex-spouses who agree
with you. However, the
relationship between a
parent and child is differ-
ent, and if there is any
possibility of forgiveness
and reconciliation, we
think it’s better than end-
less punishment and per-
manent estrangement.
Thanks for writing.

Annie’s Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, P.O.
Box 118190, Chicago, IL
60611. To find out more
about Annie’s Mailbox,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
wwuw.creators.com.

© 2004 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.
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You're Cashworthy With Us!s

All it takes is a job, driver's license and checking
account to get the

Cash Advances
up to $1,000!

CAPH

Loans made by Bryant State Bank, Bryant. SD_Actual lerr

cash you need today

W
-

Big Spring
1610 Gregg St
Across from Credit World
267-1118
www.thecashstore.com

Gregg St

17th St

Store Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm, Sat 10am -

amounts n

2pm

See store for delals

5 and loa ay vary

SHERRAYL CREEKMORE/NASCAR

NASCAR Chief Operating Officer George Pyne; Earvin “Magic” Johnson, co-chairman of the Executive Steering Committee for Diversity at NASCAR;
and Greg Calhoun, of Access Marketing, address the media at a press conference announcing NASCAR's Drive for Diversity program.
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10. SPIN(OUT) THE BOTTLE
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ottle being on their cars tind
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m Victory Lane at Pocono,
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the team $10,000. The next
week at Indianapolis, Jeft
Gordon does s celebrating
on the track instead of
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ue 15 whether NASCAR should
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'HE FORTUNATE SON

t Jr.sufters burns in a fiery
ring practice tor an American
* burns hamper Eamhardt

ip Jdriving tor several weeks, his

Sponsorship,
diversity and rule
changes played a

big role in 2004

team and substitute drivers keep him in the top
10 1o qualify for the Chase for the Nextel Cup

The incident again raises questions about the
wisdom of allowing Nextel Cup stars to race in
extracurricular events.

Given his popularity in NASCAR, however.
had Earnhardt Jr. been severely injured. or
worse, this story would have ranked much high
er on this hist.

8. YOU'VE GOT TO BE
&%*$&(#@ KIDDING!

Earnhardt Jr. uses a tfour-letter word in
Victory Lane at Talladega, Ala., after winning a
Chase race.

NASCAR penalized two Busch Series dni
vers earlier in the year for using the word in
broadcast interviews. So it applies the same
penalty to Earnhardt Jr., fining him $10.000 and
docking him 25 points.

Instead of being applauded tor consistency,
however, NASCAR is rnipped for taking points
from a Chase driver. National talk-radio shows,
many of which spent hours and hours ripping
the NFL and CBS for the Janet Jackson “nip
ple-gate’ incident in the Super Bowl, jump all
over the story

NASCAR holds its collective breath, hoping
the point penalty won't be the difference
between having Earnhardt Jr., the sport’™s most
popular driver, win or lose the championship

Ultumately. it does not.

7. VIVE LA DIFFERENCE

Signs of progress and rumbles of controver-
sy mark the year's efforts to make NASCAR a
more cthnically and culturally diverse sport

A NASCAR-backed diversity program puts
four African Americans and-one woman into
weekly racing series cars and a number of
minority crew members onto Truck Senes
teams. Joe Gibbs Racing also starts a develop
ment program in conjunction with tormer NFL
great Reggie White, and basketball legend
Farvin “Magic™ Johnson agrees to serve as a
diversity consultant for NASCAR

At the same time, a group calling itself the
National Association tor Minority Race Fans
kicks up dust, saying NASCAR isn’t doing
what 1t could to make its events a sate environ-
ment for fans who aren’t white males.

6. THE TALLADEGA MOB
RULES — GREEN-WHITE-
CHECKERED FINISHIT IS

After tans litter Talladega Superspeedway
with debris when the Aaron’s 499 is allowed to
end under caution, NASCAR elects to bring the
green-white-checkered policy being used in the
Truck Series to Nextel Cup and Busch.

Races in all three series
now will make one effort to
run two laps to a green-tlag

fimish. extending some races
beyond scheduled distances.

At Indianapolis, Mark
Martin has a flat tire in
“oyertume” that could have
cost him a shot at making the
Martin Chase. In the finale at

Homestead, Fla.. Dale Jarrett runs out of fuel in

the extended laps and loses a top-five finish.
At least the tans are happy

YEAR OF CHANGE

® POLL POSITION =

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION
Which change that NASCAR made
. in 2004 worked out the best?
i Cast your vote at:
www.thatsracin.com
LAST WEEK’S QUESTION
Who's your pick for
Nextel Cup driver of the year?
Number of votes: 10,827
Driver No. of votes  Percent
Jeff Gordon 3,043 28%
% Dale Earnhardt Jr. 2,897 27%
Jimmie Johnson 2,256 - 21%
Someone else 1,516 14%
Kurt Busch 1115 10%
8 RACIN’ NOTES L
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SINER/KHT
After a fifth-place finish in the Nextel Cup
points standings, crew chief Tony Eury Jr.
and driver Dale Earnhardt Jr. will part ways
next season.

Earnhardt Jr. hopeful
about changes to team

Dale Earnhardt Jr. said he believes he and
his cousin, Tony Eury Ir., can both enjoy more
success in NASCAR now that they're no
longer on the same team.

“I"d always heard it's hard to work with
family, but I never experienced that. It had
always been great,” Earnhardt Jr. said of Eury,
who along with Tony Eury Sr. headed up the
No. 8 Chevrolet team until the recent shake-up
at Dale Earnhardt Inc. “(Tony Jr.) knows
exactly what I am thinking at the track at all
times. That was a little bit of our downfall at
times, we probably expected too much out of
each other.”

Earnhardt Jr., who finished fifth in the final
Nextel Cup standings this year, will have Pete
Rondeau as his crew chiet next year. Rondeau,
along with the core members of his crew, will
move over to the No. 8 from Michael
Waltrip’s No. 15 Chevrolets. Eury Jr. and
members of Earnhardt Jr.'s crew from this
year will move to Waltrip's team, with Eury
Sr. assuming the role of director of competi
tion. Steve Hmiel moves from that job to tech-
nical director.

Eamhardt Jr. said he had input into the
decision to make the changes. *'l wasn’t in
there smashing all the buttons.” he said, “but |
had input. ... I wanted to make sure everything
was fair.”

Eamhardt Jr. admitted “it was miserable a
lot of the time between the good times™ as he
worked with the Eurys. The driver’s relation-
ship with Eury Jr. was particularly volatile.

“He and I both agreed that each of us needs
to work with different people to learn the
maturity and the respect side of it that we did-
n't have for each other,” Earnhardt Jr. said. I
think it will be better for both-of us. There will
be a higher level of respect both ways, coming
or going.”

Eamhardt Jr. said he knows that Rondeau
will be under scrutiny as crew chief for the
driver who was named Nextel Cup’s most
popular driver for a second straight year

“He'll be OK.” Eamhardt Jr. said. “He's a
pretty quiet guy. It
reliet to work with somebody who's calm and
relaxed and not putting any pressure on me. If
I tell him I think there might be a problem
with the car. he's going to look all over it to
find it. That's kind of what I have missed

David Poole

s going to be a big, big

Drivers share the lessons they learned about this year’s Chase

SCAR will never

lessons about races.
Cmony

Nextel ( up

PrompTer or

year with four wins in the final six

Of the 100 finishes in the Chase by
the drivers competing for the title, 48
were top 10s, while 22 were 30th or

up ninth

mistake.”

ried about what the other guys we
doing,” said Elhott Sadler, who wound
‘It they took two tires and we
took four, | was worried about it being a

Maybe we'll stay out and lead a lap

for leading laps after 26 races. Ryan
Newman, who got the last spot in the
Chase by just 15 points over McMurray,
had 80 bonus points at that stage

2005, can teams afford to stick to that
plan and nisk falling behind early. know-
ing they have to be in the top 10 after 26
races to make the strategy make any
sense at all?

worse. Busch was Dale Earnhardt Jr., who wound up it were the last car in the lead lap and Of course, there’s another way of
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nge at all could impact though, and as the teams learn more in the standings despite having 23 top testing strategies, Several teams saved that’s what makes it so difficult
ut about how the Chase works they may 10 finishes, second only to Gordon for the majority of their tests for late in the “If you win 1t takes care of every
first career title on the have to alter their approach in the the year n, hoping to use them to bolster -

thing, just like in any other sport. If you

ishes in the 10

stency that allowed
| "i'l\'

n closed the

Chase
“My biggest mistake during the race
in the final 10 was that | was really wor

I think the thing that we maybe
missed ougon was bonus points,” said
McMurray. who had only 30 of them

their bid to come out on top in the
Chase. But with smaller spoilers and
new tires on the cars for the start of

win and go undefeated you're going to
be the champion. We know it’s not
going to happen, but that's the goal.”
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