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Fleming receives key to the city

Early Voting begins Tuesday

Early voting for the 
May 3rd school board 
election will begin on 
Tuesday, April 22nd 
from 8:00 a.m. till 5:00 
p.m. at the FISD Admin-
istration Building, locat-
ed at 909 E. 11th and will 
continue through Friday, 
April 25th at the same 
time each day. The last 
two days of early voting 
will be on Monday, April 
28th and Tuesday, April 
29th from 7:00 a.m. till 
7:00 p.m. each day.

The FISD Board of 
Trustees has two posi-
tions up for election this 
year. The terms of Marla 
Hart and Jeri Lynn White 
are expiring. Three can-
didates are on the ballot 
for the two open spots. 
They are Marla Hart, 

Mindy Rushing, and Jeri 
Lynn White. Please see 
sample ballot on page 7.

Election Day voting 
will take place on Sat-
urday, May 3rd from 
7:00 a.m. till 7:00 p.m. in 
the Friona City Council 
Chambers located at 619 
Main Street.

Claudia Castillo will 
serve as the Early Vot-
ing Clerk, Lee Davila as 
the Deputy Early Voting 
Clerk, and Pam Mercado 
as the Early Voting Ballot 
Board Judge. Davila will 
also serve as the Central 
Count Station Manager 
and Tabulations Super-
visor, the Central Court 
Judge, and the Elections 
Administrator. Mercado 
will also serve as election 
Judge on Election Day.

Sunday, April 20, 2025

In recognition of his 12 years of service as a city council member, Bruce Fleming was given a key to the city by 
fellow council members. In the photo — (l-r) Alan Monroe, City Manager Lee Davila, Bruce Fleming. Mayor 
Greg Lewellen, Cindy Moreno, Brent Loflin, Esmeralda Mills.

The Friona City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, April 
14, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers at 617 Main in 
Friona, Texas. The meeting began 
with roll call, an invocation, and 
the Pledge of Allegiance. All coun-
cil members were present. There 
were no public comments.

Before the regular hearings com-
menced, Mayor Greg Lewellen de-
clared a point of privilege to recog-

nize retiring city council member 
Bruce Fleming. Lewellen stated, 
“We have served together for over 
a decade and even though we have 
disagreed a few times I have al-
ways considered and will always 
consider Bruce a friend. Lewellen 
added, “I have thoroughly enjoyed 
serving with him on the city coun-
cil and wish him the very best in 
the future.”

A variance request from Ale-

jandra Guerrero to place a trailer 
house at 805 Woodland Avenue to 
serve as a primary residence was 
approved.

A request by the Friona Voca-
tional Agriculture Association for a 
permit to operate a fireworks stand 
in the city limits for 2025 was ap-
proved.  All funds raised in the ven-
ture will be used to support Friona 
FFA, FCCLA, and the Buyer’s Club.

Continued on page 10
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Tanya’s “___  _
      Cowboy Lovin’ Night”
  5  TXism: “fast as 
      small ____ gossip”
  6  TXism: “____ a
      yarn” (tell a lie)
  7  dir. from Vega to
      Canyon
  8  Dale Evans wrote
      “___! San Antone”
  9  TX Buddy Holly was
      in _  _____ plane
      crash in 1959
15  TXism: “best I ____
      laid eyes on”
16  TX Zellweger was
      on the _____  ____
      of winners in 2020
19  TXism: “wiggles like
      a ____  __  _ hook”
21  TXism: “I ___  __”
      (intend)
22  TX Byron Nelson
      was a caddy at “___
      ____ Gardens”
27  “____ out of it!”
28  toward the rear of
      a ship
29  what happens after
      a Texas hail storm?
30  TX Jensen Ackles
      was in film “___
      ____ Hero” (2007)
32  he was “Mingo”
      when TX Fess was
      Daniel Boone (init.)
33  cowhands who keep
      cattle from straying
36  type of blue jeans
37  Mr. Houston
38  TX “Big-un” Bradley
      was the first cowboy
      “_______ Man”

  1  TX Charley Pride’s
      “___ Gonna Take a
      Little Bit Longer”
  2  Texas band 
      “ZZ ___”
  3  Tulia is the seat
      of this county
  4  this Texan was first
      woman ambassa-
      dor to UK (2 wds.)
  8  this Riley was a LB
      for the old Oilers
      (1981-86)

39  first in Texas: “_  _ 
      ______ State Forest”  
41  mechanic’s ____ secures
      payment for work done
42  stockings material
45  where some Texans
      ski in New Mexico
46  first woman to serve in
      U.S. Congress, Thomas
47  “____-off” (shirk a duty)
48  current time for TX
      Rollins, U.S. Sec. of Ag.

49  a lot of
      talking
52  failed TV
      show (2 wds.)
53  TXism for 49-
      across: “bend
      my ____” 
54  a label for TX
      Waylon Jennings
55  TXism: “___ pilot”
      (preacher)

  9  TXism: “dark __  _ 
      ____  __  _____
      cats”
10  this Couples won
      the Shell Houston
      Open in 2003 (init.)  
11  Coleman h.s. class
12  landfills? (2 wds.)
13  got off the horse
14  most common rock
      in Texas: ____stone
15  once an event in
      Texas: “Kid ‘n’ ___
      _____ Festival”
16  TXism: “fits like
      ugly __  __  ape”
17  _______ of light-
      ning (flashes)

18  cave near Boerne:
      “too pretty __  ____”
20  wallet stuffers
22  “use it __ lose it”
23  Texan born between
      July 23 & August 22
24  TXism: “couldn’t
      beat a ____” (loser)
25  “___  ___ I can
      handle”

26  country singer,
      Morgan
28  first ever pro bridge
      team: “Dallas ____”
31  honky tonk light
34  Drake of “Down
      Laredo Way” (1953)  
35  TXism: “let ‘__ rip!”  
37  “got off ____ free”
40  Piney Woods area
      is in ____ Texas
43  “downward dog”
      discipline
44  TXism: “_______
      log” (park bench)
50  raid, incursion
51  “King of Rock” (init.)
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Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  

frionastar@wtrt.net  or call (806) 250-5200

April 17
• Easter Meal  @ Senior Center

April 18
• No School

April 20
• Easter

April 21
• No School

April 18
• Early Voting for School Board 
Begins from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

April 23
• Library Book Shop at 618 Euclid 
is open from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

April 24
• Meal @ Senior Center

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2024

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Gov-
ernor, P.O. Box 12428, Austin, Tx 78711-
2428, 512-463-2000.

Senator: Kevin Sparks, P.O. Box 12068, 
Capitol Station, Austin, Tx 78711. 512-
463-0131. Amarillo office: Historic Fed-
eral Building, 620 S. Taylor St., Suite 203, 
Amarillo, TX, 79101.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room 
CAP1W.10, Capitol P.O. Box 2910, Aus-
tin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st 
Floor, Lobby Box 28, Amarillo 79101. 806-
372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

is online at frionaonline.com

Staff
Clint Mears

Executive Editor
Nathan Parson

Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero

Accounting

Contact Us
Mailing Address

P.O. Box 789
Office

1215 Elm Ave.
M-F: 9-5

Phone
806-250-5200
Texts/Photos
806-265-5200

E-Mail
frionastar@wtrt.net

Web Site
frionaonline.com

Facebook Page
Friona Online

Annual Subscriptions
$40 in Parmer County

$50 out of County
$30 e-Star Online

Deadlines
News articles and photos 
are due by 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. Deadlines may 
be altered for holidays or 
special issues.

Advertising
Open Display rates and 
Classified Ads are $5.00 
per column inch. Thank 
You Notes are $15 each. 
Wedding, anniversary, 
graduation and birth an-
nouncements are $20 
each. Obituaries are 
published at no charge. 
Deadline is 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday.

State Capital Highlights
By Gary Borders

April 26th
5” Charm Pack Class

Come have Fun with us at Malouf’s Fabric

Call 806-250-3575 to register • like us on Facebook

These are the classes scheduled this summer

Paxton, Cornyn gear 
up for primary battle

Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton made it official 
last week, announcing he 
will challenge U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn in next March’s 
Republican primary. The 
fireworks already have be-
gun, the Austin American-
Statesman reported, with 
Cornyn calling his rival “a 
con man and a fraud.”

Paxton, for his part, said 
he is running to “fight for 
President Trump’s agenda 
and take a sledgehammer 
to the D.C. establishment.” 
He accused Cornyn of be-
ing insufficiently loyal to 
Trump.

Paxton’s decision to run 
for the Senate leaves the at-
torney general’s seat open 
in 2026. Former U.S. Attor-
ney John Bash, a lawyer for 
Elon Musk, has announced 
plans to run, The Dallas 
Morning News reported. 
He will almost certainly 
have company in the GOP 
primary. Longtime lobby-
ist and political consultant 
Bill Miller said the job’s high 
profile makes it attractive to 
potential candidates.

“It’s the most attractive 
job below being senator 
or governor. You have this 
enormous machinery to 
put yourself in almost every 
issue, state or federal,” he 
said. “You can make news 
and be news almost at will.”

The News named sev-
eral possible GOP candi-
dates, including state Sens. 
Bryan Hughes, R-Mineola, 
and Mayes Middleton, R-
Galveston; state Rep. Mitch 
Little, R-Lewisville; and for-
mer Supreme Court Justice 
Eva Guzman, who ran for 
the job in 2022.

Texas version of DOGE 
heads to Abbott’s desk
If signed, the first bill 

headed to Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s desk would create the 
“Texas Regulatory Efficien-
cy Office,” the Statesman 
reported. A supermajority 
of the House passed Senate 
Bill 14 last week, following 
its approval in the Senate in 
late March.

The measure is expected 
to save taxpayers $25 mil-
lion for five years by iden-
tifying rules that are “un-
necessary, duplicative, 

expensive or prohibitive.” 
It would also look for ways 
that state agencies could cut 
costs.

House sponsor state Rep. 
Giovanni Capriglione, R-
Keller, noted the state of 
Texas has more than 274,000 
rules and regulations.

“The purpose of the office 
is to have technical profes-
sionals, people skilled in 
those regulations, review 
those regulations and to 
come up with recommen-
dations to the agency on 
how they can make things 
better for the constituents of 
Texas,” Capriglione said.

Visas revoked for 
international 

students in state
At least 110 international 

students at Texas universi-
ties have had their visas re-
voked or their immigration 
status marked as terminat-
ed in a federal database, The 
Texas Tribune reported.  As 
of last week, these universi-
ties confirmed the number 
of international students af-
fected:

University of North 
Texas: 27

University of Texas 
at Dallas: 19

University of Texas 
at Arlington: 27

Texas A&M University: 19
University of Texas Rio 

Grande Valley: 9
Texas Women’s 

University: 4
Texas Tech University: 3
The University of Texas at 

Austin and the University of 
Houston said that some of 
its students had a change in 
their immigration status but 
declined to say how many.

On Wednesday, the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity said it would begin 
screening the social media 
feeds of international stu-
dents for “antisemitic” con-
tent. Pro-Palestine protests 
were held at several Texas 
campuses after Israel retali-
ated in Gaza after the Oct. 7, 
2023, attack by Hamas.

Measles cases surpass 
500; outbreak could 

last for months
The number of measles 

cases in West Texas and the 
Panhandle has surpassed 
500, the Texas Department 
of State Health Services re-
ported. Health experts say 

the outbreak likely will con-
tinue to grow and could last 
for months. 

Measles was declared 
eliminated in the U.S. in 
2000, The News reported. 
The World Health Organiza-
tion defines that as the “ab-
sence of endemic measles 
transmission” for at least 12 
months. If the current mea-
sles outbreak lasts longer 
than a year, which seems 
likely, the U.S. would lose its 
elimination status.

“We are almost certainly 
going to lose that,” Dr. Greg 
Poland, a vaccinologist, 
said. “In that sense from a 
public health view, we are 
going backwards. And that 
will hurt people.”

House passes $337.4 
billion budget

The Texas House on Fri-
day overwhelmingly passed 
a $337.4 billion budget that 
includes funding for school 
vouchers, teacher pay rais-
es, and property tax cuts, 
The Dallas Morning News 
reported. The General Ap-
propriations Act passed 
by a 118-26 margin after 
14 hours of debate on the 
House floor.

“[The bill] stays well un-
der all spending limits and 
grows less than population 
and inflation—ensuring 
we protect taxpayers while 
meeting the needs of a 
growing Texas,” said House 
Appropriations Chairman 
Greg Bonnen, R-Friend-
swood.

Senate Bill 1 now goes 
into negotiation with the 
Texas Senate, which passed 
its version of the budget 
in March. House Speaker 
Dustin Burrows, R-Lub-
bock, said that chamber 
can now turn its attention 
to other priorities. Before 
passing the budget, only a 
handful of bills had made it 
out of the House, in contrast 

with the Senate, which has 
passed nearly 200 bills thus 
far.

“Now that we’ve estab-
lished a strong fiscal frame-
work, the House will soon 
act on key legislation—start-
ing first with school finance 
and school choice—know-
ing exactly the resources we 
have in place to deliver real 
results for Texans,” Burrows 
said.

The House budget bill 
contains $6.5 billion to con-
tinue Operation Lone Star, 
Abbott’s border security 
initiative, as well as $3 bil-
lion to create a Dementia 
Prevention and Research 
Institute. 

March brought higher 
temps, less rain

Warmer-than-usual tem-
peratures in March, com-
bined with less rain for most 
of the state, meant 70% of 
the state was in drought by 
the end of last month. That’s 
a rise of 21 percentage 
points since late February, 
according to hydrologist 
Dr. Mark Wentzel, with the 
Texas Water Development 
Board.

“In the next few months, 
drought conditions are ex-
pected to improve some-
what in South Texas but ex-
pand across the Panhandle 
and North Central Texas,” 
Wentzel wrote. 

He added he expected 
some easing of drought se-
verity in South Texas, which 
was hit with torrential rain 
last month, and no drought 
areas in East Texas.

Gary Borders is a vet-
eran award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published 
a number of community 
newspapers in Texas during 
a 30-year span, including 
in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and 
Cedar Park. Email: gbor-
ders@texaspress.com
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As the world turns
   Today,

More slowly,
   More quiet.

Let us know,
   More slowly,
      More quiet.

Let us love,
   More slowly,
      More quiet.

Let us play,
   More slowly,
      More quiet.

Let us learn,
   More slowly,
      More quiet.

We now have time
   To do things,
More slowly,
   More quiet.

Maybe greatest
   Gift to man,
More slowly,
   More quiet.

I am a firm believer of look-
ing at the brighter side,

Even the devastation of Covid 19,
Maybe just maybe,

The world became more slow more quiet.

BWL
www.countryboyjustme.com

1018
3/29/2020

More Quiet

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office
March 17, 2025 through April 13, 2025

Eric Geske, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 
Clerk’s Office from April 3, 2025 to April 10, 2025

Susie Spring, County Clerk

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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Vote for Jeri Lynn White  
for Friona ISD Board of Trustees 

 

Early Voting – April 22 – 25, 28-29 

Election Day – May 3, 2025 

It has been an honor to serve you the last six years on the 
school board.  I would appreciate your vote again. 

(4/3/25) Travis Bessire, Karen Sue Willman Bes-
sire — Daniel Eugene Schacher, Mary Jo Schacher — 
SE/4 of Section 28 & NE/4 of Section 33 all in Doud 
and Keefer Subdivision; SW 1/4 of Section 28, Doud 
and Keefer Subdivision of Parmer County

(4/7/25) Joshua Ryan McDonald, Kristen Marie 
McDonald — Ulises Lozoya, Jacque Lozoya — Sec-
tion 24, T3S, R3E, Capitol Syndicate Subdivision, Par-
mer County

(4/9/25) Estate of Harold Dean McCallum, Mon-
tie Turner McCallum, Arlene McCallum — Montie 
Turner McCallum, Arlene McCallum — N 1/2 of Sec-
tion 4, T10S, R2E, of Capitol Syndicate Subdivision, 
Parmer County (3/21/25) Jose Luis Saucedo-Dozal, 19, of Friona 

was arrested by the Friona Police Department on a 
Randall County Warrant on a charge of Discharge 
Firearm in Certain Municipalities.

(3/26/25) Adrian Gomez, 45, of Friona was arrest-
ed by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a Par-
mer County Warrant on a charge of Theft Property ≥ 
$2,500 < $30K.

(3/25/25) Jody Ann Martinson, 59, of Bovina was ar-
rested by the Bovina Police Department on a charge 
of Aggravated Assault w/Deadly Weapon.

(3/26/25) Gabriel Vega, 25, of Friona was arrested 
by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on charges of 
Possession CS PG 1 < 1G, and Possession Marijuana 
< 2OZ; and on a Parmer County Warrant on a charge 
of Reckless Driving.

(3/28/25) Alfredo Gonzales, 47, of Muleshoe was 
arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a 
charge of Criminal Trespass and on a Parmer County 
Warrant on a charge of Terroristic Threat Causing 
Fear of Imminent Severe Bodily Injury.

(3/28/25) Desiree Renee Montoya, 44, of Clovis 
New Mexico was arrested by the Friona Police De-
partment on a charge of Possession CS PG 1 < 1G.

(4/9/25) Julio Galvan Gonzalez, 27, of Friona was 
arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a 
Parmer County Warrant/VOP/MTR on a charge of 
Possession CS PG 1 < 1G; and on a Parmer County 
Warrant/VOP/MTR on a charge of Driving While In-
toxicated 2nd.

(4/10/25) Caullen Vance Bradley, 28, of Dimmitt 
was arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office 
on a charge of Driving While Intoxicated.

(4/11/25) Emily Suzanne Chancey, 25, of Clovis, 
New Mexico was arrested by the Parmer County 
Sheriff’s Office on a charge of Racing On Highway.

(4/11/25) Joe Luis Garcia, 26, of Clovis, New Mexi-
co was arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office 
on a charge of Possession CS PG 2 < 1G.

(4/11/25) Jesus Alejandro Reyes, 19, of Muleshoe 
was arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office 
on a charge of Racing On Highway.

City To Receive $47.3K 
Sales Tax Allocation

Friona Sales Tax Allocation
April 2025	 April 2024	 %change
$47,341.42	 $48,963.52	 -3.31%
YTD 2025 	 YTD 2024 	 % change
$213,194.88	 $217,563.38	 -2.00%

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week 
that he will send cities, counties, transit systems and 
special purpose districts $995.5 million in local sales 
tax allocations for April. The revenue is 3.5 percent less 
than in April 2024.

These allocations are based on sales made in Febru-
ary by businesses that report tax monthly. Cities will re-
ceive $621.7M, transit systems will get $211.0M coun-
ties will get $63.6M, and special purpose districts will 
receive $99.3M.

The City of Friona will receive $47,341.42 in sales tax 
allocation for April. This amount represents a 3.31 per-
cent decrease from the $48,963.52 received for April 
2024. For year-to-date 2025, the total is $213,194.88 
which is a 2.00 percent decrease as compared to 
$217,563.38 for YTD 2024. The Friona Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (FEDC) will receive $11,835.35 of 
the April allocation for its operating budget.

It’s election time again!  

A voter guide for local  

elections can be found at 

mycountyvotes.com

Best Wishes — I saw 
Phillip and Tanya Zeller 
last Friday at Bi-Wize 
and they told me how a 
motorist had pulled out 
in front of them in Texi-
co as they were headed 
to Canon Air Force Base 
earlier that day. The col-
lision damaged the right 
side of their vehicle and 
Tanya was taken to the 
hospital for treatment. 
Phillip and the girls just 
had various bumps and 
bruises. Needless to say, 
the accident put a dent 
in their Holy Smokes 
BBQ business. They ask 
for prayers concerning 
their pickup situation. 
Best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to the whole 
Zeller family.

«««
Save the Date — The 
Friends of the Library 
Annual Meeting is 
scheduled for 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 27th in the 
Friona Public Library. 
There will be refresh-
ments and a fundraiser 
drawing. Tickets for the 
drawing are available at 
the library and are $10 
each. The prize is “The 

Ultimate Entertain-
ment Bundle” which in-
cludes a 65” TV, Ninten-
do Switch Lite, ROKU 
Wireless Soundbar, and 
ROKU Wireless Speak-
ers. See you there!

«««
Fish Fry — Senior Citi-
zens will have a fried 
fish “fundraiser” lunch 
on Monday, April 28th. 
Plates will be $10 each. 
Donations accepted. Ev-
eryone is invited!

«««
Just In — The Friona 
Star learned Tuesday 
evening of the passing 
of Pat Holland. She was 
a fixture at Senior Meals 
each Monday & Thurs-

day greeting people as 
they came in the door. 
Pat was also a dedicated 
caregiver and had resid-
ed in Friona for the past 
39 years.

Firefighters Recognition — Fire Chief Danny Campbell and retired firefighters 
Jim Taylor and Larry Martin were recognized last Thursday at the Senior Meal. 
Thank you to all our firefighters and first responders for the work that you do in 
protecting our community.

National Days
April 17 — High Five Day

April 18 — Lineman Appreciation Day
April 19 — Auctioneers Day

April 20 — Easter
April 21 — Kindergarten Day

April 22 — School Bus Driver Day
April 23  — Picnic Day

As severe weather season approaches, Texas Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar reminds Texans they can purchase 
certain items tax free during the state’s sales tax holiday 
for emergency preparation supplies, which begins at 
12:01 a.m. on Saturday, April 26, and ends at midnight 
on Monday, April 28.

The Comptroller’s office estimates shoppers will save 
about $2.3 million in state and local sales taxes during 
the tax holiday, which was approved by the Texas Leg-
islature in 2015.

There’s no limit on the number of qualifying items 
you can purchase. These include: (1) household batter-
ies, fuel containers and flashlights priced less than $75; 
(2) hurricane shutters and emergency ladders priced 
less than $300; and (3) portable generators priced less 
than $3,000.

For purchases made online, note that delivery, ship-
ping, handling and transportation charges are part of 
the sales price. If the emergency preparation supply be-
ing purchased is taxable, the delivery charge is also tax-
able. Consider these charges when determining wheth-
er an item can be purchased tax free during the holiday.

Purchases that do not qualify include: (1) batteries for 
automobiles, boats and other motorized vehicles; (2) 
camping stoves and camping supplies; (3) chainsaws; 
(3) plywood; (4) extension ladders and stepladders; 
and (5) tents.

A complete list of emergency preparation supplies 
that may be purchased tax free can be found on the 
Comptroller’s website.

Sales Tax Holiday is April 26-28



To have your birthdays listed in 
the newspaper, email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net or call: 806.250.5200

April 17
Carolyn Wiseman

Holly Easley
Whitney Ellis
Beverly Bailey
Kendall Neill

Robbie Francis
Phillip Tinner

Elizabeth Campbell

April 18
Erma Brownd
Dwayne Bauer
Brayden Potts

Cash Van Burney
Angela Fitzgerald
Stephanie Jones

Emily Barraza
Blane Parker

Randa Reeves
Andrew Chico Jr.

Janet Peterson

April 19
Danny Campbell

Karene Bass
Daphne Shadic

Clint Hand
Monica Davis

Happy Birthday
April 20

Beverly Ingram
Mike Chaney
Kyle Wiseman

Kathy (Anthony) Borchers
Krystal Rios

Amy (Osborn) Laing

April 21
Rex Bracken
Riley Rector

Brooklyn Elam

April 22
Sandy Fuentes
Hayley Herring

Stan Miller
Andy Carthel
Rita Barrios
Brian LeRoy
Marie Mote

April 23
Troy Bass

Derek Allen
Daniel Rios

JoAnn Berend
Jerry Cass

Jenny (Cunningham) O’Pry
Paige Sifford

Grayson Kuhlmey
Abraham T. Snyder
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Pineapple Casserole
www.southernliving.com

Ingredients

Directions

Southern Specialty for Easter

Gas prices to trend lower
By GasBuddy

Pineapple Casserole is a cherished Southern dish, often gracing the tables during Easter celebrations.  Known 
for its unique combination of sweet and savory flavors, this casserole brings a delightful twist to traditional 
holiday meals.  The fusion of pineapple chunks, Cheddar cheese, and buttery Ritz crackers creates a memo-
rable and comforting experience, making it a favorite among many Southern families. 

Average gasoline prices in Texas fell 10.3 cents last 
week, averaging $2.74 per gallon, according to Gas-
Buddy’s survey of 13,114 stations in Texas. The lowest 
price in the state yesterday was $1.59 while the high-
est was $3.59 per gallon.

The national average price of gasoline fell 8.2 cents 
last week, averaging $3.13 per gallon. The national 
average price of diesel decreased 4.8 cents last week 
and stands at $3.55 per gallon.

“After oil’s sharp drop over the last couple of 
weeks— driven by concerns over the impact of U.S. 
tariffs and OPEC+ restoring production faster than 
expected— gasoline prices have posted a notable 
weekly decline, with nearly every state seeing prices 
fall,” said Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum analy-
sis at GasBuddy.

“While I do expect gas prices to continue trending 
lower, any abrupt change in the current tariff situa-
tion could eventually bring the decline to a halt. For 
now, the good news is that gas prices typically reach 
their yearly peak around April 10, so we may have al-
ready witnessed ‘peak pain’ at the pump for 2025. As 
refiners near the end of seasonal maintenance and 
supply begins to rise— and with the changeover to 
summer gasoline nearly complete— it’s increasingly 
likely that gas prices have already hit their high for 
the year,” De Haan added.

GasBuddy data is compiled from more than 11 mil-
lion weekly price reports covering over 150,000 gas 
stations across the country.

2 (20-oz.) cans pineapple chunks in juice, drained (reserve 6 Tbsp. juice)
1/3 cups sugar

5 Tbsp. flour
1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese

1/4 cup butter, melted
1 sleeve Ritz crackers, crushed

Combine casserole ingredients:  
Preheat oven to 350°F.  In a medi-
um size bowl, combine sugar, flour, 
and reserved pineapple juice.  Add 
pineapple chunks and toss well to 

combine.  Spoon pineapple mix-
ture into 8x8-inch casserole dish, 
and top with shredded cheese.  
Add cracker topping:  Combine 
crushed Ritz crackers and melted 

butter.  Spread Ritz cracker top-
ping evenly on top of pineapple 
mixture.
Bake casserole:  Bake at 350°F for 
30 minutes, or until bubbly.

Parmer County Com-
missioners met in reg-
ular session on Mon-
day, April 14th, 2025 at 
10:00 a.m. in the County 
Courtroom of the Par-
mer County Courthouse 
in Farwell, Texas. The 
meeting began with 
prayer and the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Ameri-
can Flag and Texas Flag.

Commissioners dis-

cussed upcoming 
changes related to in-
surance coverage that 
is obtained through the 
Texas Association of 
Counties (TAC). Cyber 
Security coverage used 
to be bundled at no ad-
ditional charge but now 
it is now a separate pol-
icy and will have its own 
premium schedule. Es-
timates are that it will 

have a $5,000 premium 
with a $500,000 deduct-
ible. Also, insurance for 
county buildings will 
see a doubling of the 
deductible from $5,000 
to $10,000 for damage 
from winds less that 60 
mph and a $50,000 de-
ductible from damage 
resulting from winds 
over 60 mph.

Election Administrator 

Commissioners discuss insurance changes
Jessica White informed 
Commissioners that the 
county was in compli-
ance with all state regu-
lations concerning elec-
tion precincts.

Sheriff Geske reported 
that the Law Enforce-
ment Center was cur-
rently housing 21 in-
mates, of which 8 are 
from Lubbock County, 3 
from Bailey County, and 
1 from Lamb County.

Consideration and 
discussion of the follow-
ing agenda items were 
tabled: the purchasing 
a pickup for Precinct #2, 
the Treasurer’s Quarter-
ly Report, the Minimum 
Wage Policy, and the 
county’s CDL Policy.

In other business, the 
Minutes of the March 
24th regular meeting 
were reviewed and ap-
proved. Commissioners 
also approved the pay-
ment of accounts pay-
ables and the Treasur-
er’s Payroll Report.

A Parmer County burn 
ban is currently in effect. 
NOTE: you can call the 
Sheriff’s Office at 806-
481-3303 and schedule 
a burn when the wind 
speed is below 10 mph.

The next Commission-
er’s meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, April 
28th. All meetings are 
open to the public. In-
formation in this article 
is only a summary.

At left is a sample ballot for the upcoming Friona Independent School District 
General Election to be held on May 3, 2025. Early voting begins next Tuesday. 
Please see article on front page for polling times and locations.

FISD Sample Ballot
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250-3913
1205
Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

This directory is made 
possible by these businesses

Area Church Directory
Friona

Bovina

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Legacy Pointe
Senior Apartments

806-250-5599
1500 N. Main
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

Pastor D.J. Lewis
Sunday School 9:30 • Worship 10:45

Wed @ 6:00 p.m. • Like us on facebook

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Interim Pastor: Ted Spears
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Pastor David McGaughy
Email-frionamethodist@wtrt.net

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • 806-250-5363
Pastor Benito Mejia

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan
Father Nicholas (Nick) Gerber

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

411 Ashland • 806-223-3469
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Frank Landry

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan
Father Nicholas (Nick) Gerber

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS DEL PRIMOGENITO
The Church of God of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”
1105 N. Cleveland

www.interbank.com

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

Send your
church news to the

frionastar@wtrt.net

Lowe’s Market Hours	
Mon-Sat: 	 7AM–9PM	
Sunday:	 7AM–7PM

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com

By Teena Hughs

Were You There?

And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that 
your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins. 

Mark 11:25 NIV

Y cuando estén orando, si tienen algo contra alguien, perdónenlo, para que también su 
Padre que está en el cielo perdone a ustedes sus ofensas. 

Marcos 11:25 NVI

April Bible Verse

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Death Has No Sting

Have you ever wanted 
to believe something, 
but you aren’t sure you 
can prove it? That is 
where I am with this ar-
ticle. 

We sang the old hymn 
“Were You There” in 
church Sunday, and 
since then, I have been 
thinking about and re-
searching the questions 
asked in the hymn:

“Were you there when 
they crucified my Lord?”

“Were you there when 
they nailed Him to the 
tree?”

“Were you there when 
they pierced Him in the 
side?”

“Were you there when 
the sun refused to 
shine?”

“Were you there when 
they laid Him in the 
tomb?”

“Were you there when 
they rolled the stone 
away?

We all know we 
weren’t there literally or 
physically when these 
things happened, but 
were we there in some 
other way?

We weren’t there to 
see the pain and torture 
Jesus went through as 
He was spit upon and 
heard horrible, untrue 
things said about Him; 

as He was whipped and 
beaten; as He carried His 
cross, as He was nailed 
to the cross; as He hung 
on the cross; as a crown 
of thorns was forced 
down on His head; as He 
was treated cruelly as He 
hung on the cross, but 
were we there with Jesus 
when these things hap-
pened?

We didn’t experience 
the darkness when the 
sun refused to shine. We 
know it happened, but 
were we there?

We didn’t see Jesus 
laid in the tomb or see 
the stone rolled away, 
but we know it hap-
pened, and still I ask, 
were we there? 

How do we know these 
things happened? The 
Bible tells us they hap-
pened. The inerrant, 
infallible, true Word of 
God tells us these things 
happened. We have a 
choice to believe or not 
believe.

I choose to believe we 
were there when these 
things happened. Why? 
While Scripture does not 
tell us what Jesus was 
thinking during His cru-
cifixion, we know Jesus 
was fulfilling God’s will, 
because He said in the 
Garden of Gethsemane 

in Luke 22:42, “Thy will 
be done, not mine.”

I believe Jesus fulfilled 
God’s will because He 
was thinking of you and 
me. He desired us to be 
forgiven, and He desired 
us to have eternal life 
with Him, and the only 
way that could happen 
was for Him to be cru-
cified and resurrected. 
Because He loves each 
of us so much, He was 
thinking that what He 
was going through was 
worth it all for you and 
me! Because you and I 
were on His mind, we 
were with Him as He 
suffered and died.

Honestly, I don’t know 
if what I choose to be-
lieve is correct or not, 
but I like to think that 
because He was think-
ing of you and me on 
that cross, that we were 
there with Him when He 
asked why He was for-
saken by God (Matthew 
27:46). 

I hope you have a 
truly wonderful and 
blessed Easter, know-
ing the Good News that 
because of the unbeliev-
able, unexplainable love 
of Jesus, He is with each 
of us today, and if we are 
saved, we are with Him 
today!

When one takes the 
time to pause and re-
flect on this last week 
of the life of Christ, 
there is a reality that can 
humble the most pride-
ful among us. When we 
look at the meaning of 
the Cross and acknowl-
edge that the instru-
ment used in the death 
of Christ was amazingly 
cruel, we also realize it 
is a symbol that reminds 
us of our salvation from 
sin. Sin is the one thing 
that keeps us from the 
presence of God Al-
mighty and through 
the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ the perfect sacri-
fice our sins have been 
purchased. That truly is 
a humbling reality that 
God would love us to 
the point of sending His 
only Son to die in place 
of us the sinners while 
having never sinned 
Himself.

I can only imagine the 
silence of that particu-
lar Sabbath day. Judas 
Iscariot has hung him-
self in dealing with the 
reality of his betrayal. 
Jesus is in the tomb. The 
eleven that are left are 
speechless and fear-
ful and hopelessly un-
certain of the future. 
Then the dawn of that 
Sunday comes, and the 
word comes that is al-
most beyond compre-
hension, “The tomb is 
empty!!” Peter races to 
the scene not believing 
but hoping without un-
derstanding yet the new 
reality that has beset the 
world has come. Mary is 
at the tomb weeping not 
knowing why anyone 
would rob a grave. Then 
it happens, she hears 
her name, she turns, 
recognizing the voice, 
“Rabboni” she says call-
ing him Teacher. He was 

ALIVE and standing 
before her. Death had 
no claim on this sinless 
sacrifice. Death would 
forever lose its sting. So, 
in the span of three days 
God would do for us two 
things. Show us mercy, 
by sacrificing His only 
Son for that we might be 
free of our sin. Second-
ly, God showed us grace 
through the victory of 
Jesus over death. Mercy, 
I did not get what I de-
served as a sinner which 
was death. Grace, I re-
ceived what I had not 
earned, life eternal with 
Him forever.

The cross and the 
empty tomb will forever 
tell the story of God’s 
mercy and His grace. My 
prayer is that His story 
will become yours as 
you chose to follow the 
King that death could 
not hold. He is Risen! 
Death Has No Sting!

Easter celebrates the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, a cen-
tral tenet of Christian faith, 
marking the culmination of 
Holy Week and the victory 
over death and sin. Jesus was 
crucified on a cross and bur-
ied, but three days later, his 
body was not in the tomb. He 
later appeared to his follow-
ers, proving his resurrection. 
This event signifies hope and 
redemption for Christians, 
believing Jesus’ resurrection 
offers eternal life to those who 
believe in him. 

What is Easter?
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102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-5200
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

Grace Cooper

Sales Associate

Sharlet Cooper

Associate Broker

Real Estate

3/2/1 House to be moved for sale
Call our office for more information.............$20,000

Western Addition: Residential corner lot and 
adjoining lot with curbing......................Cont. Pend.

3/2/1 Brick Country home w/cent. heat & air, 
detached garage, 2 living areas, finished basement, 
cedar closets, lots of storage, approx. 43 fenced acres 
with multiple barns......................................$400,000

Reduced: 4/2 Brick home w/cent. heat & air, den 
with wood burning fireplace, ceramic tile, living 
area, fenced backyard..................................$190,000

Friona

Main Street - Friona

Commercial Office for lease

Created with Purpose 
of West Texas

Pregnancy Resource Center

907 Hwy 86,
Bovina, TX 79009

806-251-HOPE

Crisis Resources

Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline

Call 988
Available 24 hours

English and Spanish

Deaf Smith County 
Crisis Center

218 W. 3rd • Hereford, TX
Office: 806-364-4435

Serving Parmer County
Hotline: 806-363-6727

Parmer Paws
Animal Outreach Center

115 W. 11th
PO Box 333
Friona, TX

806-240-2211

Panhandle
Community Services

Hygiene Closet
 will now

be on the 3rd Thursday
of every month.

¡Atención!
El Armario de Higiene

Ahora estará disponible
El tercer jueves 

de cada mes.

Poison Help
Hotline

1-800-222-1222

QUALITY HOME REPAIR 
Allan Humberg
806-346-1268

Please leave message
Fresh Eggs for Sale!

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
806-272-6772

Cell: 806-523-2222
Master License #16066

Daycare

Open Monday - Friday  
7 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.  

704 Ashland  
Friona, Texas 79035 

(806) 250-5226

Email: 
happytribeacademy@gmail.com

Director: Mariza Licerio Cell: (806) 677-8804

Licensed Child Care Center  
LICENSE # 1785978  

CCMS Accepted

Business

Garage
Sale

Computers & Electronics

Help Wanted

Bar G is hiring grain truck drivers. Good pay. Good 
equipment and working conditions. All hauls are 
local, CDL is required.

Apply at Bar G Feedyard.
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

Vehicle Registration
Tags Issued

Friona City Hall
Monday-Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Egg prices have been 
dropping, and a Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service expert believes 
a continued downward 
trend should follow the 
Easter holiday.

David Anderson, 
Ph.D., AgriLife Exten-
sion economist and 
professor in the Texas 
A&M Department of 
Agricultural Economics, 
Bryan-College Station, 
said eggs typically reach 
a seasonal price peak 
around Easter, histori-
cally followed by price 
drops at grocery stores.

However, egg prices 
have already been on a 
downward trend in re-
cent months. Wholesale 
prices fell from $8.51 to 
$3.84, or 55%, between 
March 1 and March 29, 
Anderson said.

Anderson said he is 
curious to see how con-
sumer demand plays 
out leading into the Eas-
ter holiday when fami-
lies typically dye eggs 
for hunts and bake for 
gatherings. He is also in-
terested to see how egg 
prices trend after the 
holiday, he said.  

“For the most part, egg 

Egg prices falling ahead of Easter demand
Texas Crop and Weather Report

by Adam Russell

outbreaks of HPAI. 
The USDA continues 

to report “sporadic out-
breaks” within commer-
cial meat and egg pro-
duction flocks.

Anderson said there 
is a clear effort within 
the industry to add pul-
let hens, which lay eggs 
for broilers or meat pro-
duction, and laying hens 
for table eggs. Growers 
added 500,000 new pul-
lets in February, bring-
ing the national total to 
131 million on March 
1, compared to 124 mil-
lion at the same time last 
year.

But the number of 
laying hens in produc-
tion continued to fall, 
he said. There were 285 
million laying hens for 
table egg production on 
March 1, down from 294 
million on Feb. 1.
Consumer demand for 
eggs amid high prices
Anderson attributes 

the downward price 
trend to low consumer 
demand. Falling prices 

amid low laying hen 
numbers and, subse-
quently, low egg sup-
plies signal to him that 
fewer eggs are being 
consumed.

He suspects consum-
ers are still buying eggs 
but have cut back on 
their purchases due to 
historically high prices. 
The question is how 
long before consumers 
return to their previous 
purchasing habits?  

The Easter holiday 
could spur a demand 
spike, but the high cost 
of eggs could pressure 
consumers toward other 
options.

“Easter is a big holi-
day; we typically see a 
price bump based on 
egg demand for those 
traditional family gath-
erings,” he said. “The 
question is, are people 
going to put out more 
plastic eggs for the Eas-
ter egg hunt and maybe 
skip the deviled eggs 
this year because of high 
prices?”

prices have been going 
down,” he said. “I think 
the recent downward 
trend and the previous 
highs really show the 
egg market volatility. 
That’s the nature of the 
egg market; prices can 
go up and down really 
fast.”

For instance, a dozen 
large eggs that cost over 
$5 in December 2022 
had dropped to 84 cents 
per dozen by May 2023, 
Anderson said.

Avian flu im-
pacts egg prices

Egg prices skyrocketed 
to record highs as highly 
pathogenic avian influ-
enza, HPAI, outbreaks 
in commercial laying 
flocks impacted sup-
plies. Wholesale prices 
for large Grade A eggs 
hit an all-time average 
high of $6.14 per dozen 
in January, according to 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

By comparison, the 
same dozen eggs in 
January 2024 cost $2.52 
per dozen. The previous 
price peak was $5.38 in 
December 2022 as the 
poultry industry grap-
pled with widespread 

Holiday baking and Easter egg hunts typically drive 
consumer demand to peak this time of year, but lower 
consumer demand this year appears to be factoring 
into the recent price declines. 

(Michael Miller/Texas A&M AgriLife)

“He is not here; He is risen!”
Luke 24:6

Garage Sale
1615 W. 10th.

Friday, April 18th
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

We have 
clothes, tools
chest freezer, 

more!
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John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Obituaries

Larry Lloyd Rector, 73 
of Friona passed away 
peacefully on April 
11th, 2025, in Amarillo, 
Texas. A Celebration of 
Life Service was held 
at 2:30 PM on Tues-
day, April 15th, 2025, 
at the Friona Method-
ist Church, in Friona, 
Texas with Rev. David 
McGaughy, officiating.

Larry was born Au-
gust 1st, 1951, in Frio-
na, to Lloyd and Betty 
Louise Rector. He grad-
uated from Friona High 
School in 1970 and in 
1973 he married the 
love of his life, Sharon 
Rector, in the Friona 
First Baptist Church.

A proud lifelong resi-
dent of Friona, Larry 
was a familiar face and 
faithful friend in the 
community he loved so 
deeply. His life reflects 
his vibrant spirit – from 
riding dirt bikes and 
working on classic cars, 
to camping with family 
and friends. Creating 
lasting memories with 
those he loved was im-
portant to him.

Larry was a man of 
deep and unwaver-
ing faith. He served his 
community, church, 
and family with hu-

mility, always putting 
others before himself. 
His servant’s heart was 
so evident in every-
thing he did. He was 
known for his kindness, 
warmth, and sincere 
care for others.

Above all, Larry cher-
ished his family. His 
love for his dear wife, 
children, and his five 
treasured granddaugh-
ters “five queens” was 
unwavering and filled 
with pride. He also 
found immense joy 
in his role as a great-
grandfather to his pre-
cious great-grandson, 
River.

He is preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Lloyd and Betty Louise 
Rector.

Those left to cel-

ebrate Larry’s life in-
clude his beloved wife 
of 51 years, Sharon 
Rector; his son Jason 
Rector and wife Karla 
of Friona; his daughter 
Janet Denton of Ama-
rillo; five granddaugh-
ters Arlisa Denton of 
Friona, Emma Hernan-
dez and husband Jona-
thon of Friona, Jodie 
Guajardo and husband 
Joe of Amarillo, Molly 
Rector, Ella Rector; one 
great-grandson River 
Denton, all of Friona; 
siblings Ricky Rec-
tor and wife Kathy of 
Marble Falls, Roy Don 
Rector and wife Sherri 
Jo of Pflugerville, Sheri 
Louise Rector of Dal-
las; brother-in-laws 
Roy Don Smith and 
wife Carol Ann of Dal-
hart, Kenneth Smith 
and wife Robbi of 
Guymon, OK, Steven 
Smith of Darrouzett; 
and mother-in-law 
Betty Smith; along with 
many uncles, aunts, 
nieces, nephews, ex-
tended family, and 
dear friends.

Larry Lloyd Rector

A Tribute to Our Granddaddy
Our Grandaddy was 

a man whose idea of 
success was never de-
fined by dollar signs 
or accolades. Instead, 
he measured a life 
well lived by one’s 
heart, the kindness in 
your actions, and the 
joy you shared with 
others. He taught us 
that true wealth came 
from giving not get-
ting and from loving 
not taking. And by 
that measure, he lived 
a rich and beautiful 
life. 

Grandaddy loved his 
community deeply. 
He didn’t just live in 
it – he served it, sup-
ported it, and helped 
shape it for the better. 
He believed serving 
others with whatever 
resources you had – 
whether it was time, a 
helping hand, or just 
showing up for sup-
port was important.

He was also a man 
of unwavering faith, 
and his church fam-
ily meant the world to 
him. His faith guided 
his steps and through 
this he led his fam-
ily. It was his com-
pass and servant’s 
heart that is some of 
the greatest gifts he 
passed on to us. 

And oh, did he have 
a sense of humor dur-
ing some of the lowest 
times. Just when you 

thought it was sup-
posed to be a serious 
moment, he would let 
out one of those off-
key comments that 
had all of us rolling 
in laughter. He had 
that ability to be both 
wise and wildly funny 
sometimes within the 
same sentence. 

He was most proud 
of his family - not for 
what we achieved, but 
simply who we are. 
His love for us was un-
wavering and fierce, a 
steady force we could 
always count on. No-
where was that love 
more beautifully dis-
played than in the way 
he loved our Grand-
mommy. Through the 
years, their bond was 
a living example of 
what marriage could 
and should be – play-
ful and full of laugh-
ter, rooted in love, 
sometimes challeng-
ing, but always com-
forting. They were 
best friends in every 

sense of the word. 
Granddaddy always 

said it took him 42 
years to get his sec-
ond son – River. The 
joy and pride he had 
when they were to-
gether was something 
we’ll never forget. 
Though their time 
was brief, their bond 
was strong – and we 
will gladly share these 
memories with River 
forever. We can al-
ready catch glimpses 
of Grandaddy in River 
– his mannerism, ex-
pressions, even a little 
attitude that makes us 
smile. 

We’ll miss his sto-
ries, his laughter, and 
his quiet strength. But 
most of all, we’ll miss 
the way he made us 
feel – safe, loved, and 
deeply cherished. 
We will forever carry 
the lessons he taught 
us and the values he 
lived by.  

Love,
your five queens

Dillon Daniel Jara-
millo, 5 of Friona passed 
away April 10, 2025 in 
Friona. Viewing was 
held on Tuesday April 
15, 2025 beginning at 
2:00PM at Conexio-
nes Divinas Church in 
Friona. Celebration of 
Life Services were held 
on Wednesday April 16, 
2025, 11:00 AM at Con-
exiones Divinas Church 
in Friona with Rafael 
Marin, officiating.  Ar-
rangements and burial 
in the Friona Cemetery 
entrusted to HANSARD 
FAMILY Funeral Home 
of Friona. 

Dillon was born No-
vember 19, 2019 in 
Hereford, Texas to Luis 
Daniel Jaramillo and 
Kasandra Faudoa.  He 

was a very smart, happy, 
loving and caring child. 
He thrived on telling 
everyone how much 
he loved and cared for 
them. He enjoyed Sonic 
the Hedgehog, dino-
saurs, and sharks. 

Those that will miss his 
amazing smile include 

his parents- Luis and 
Kasandra, grandpar-
ents-Gregorio and Santa 
Jaramillo, and Juan Fau-
doa and Luciana Gonza-
lez, all of Friona, Aunts-
Daisy Jaramillo, Anahi 
Jaramillo, Jenifer Samar-
ron and husband Juan, 
Cindy Morales, all of Fri-
ona, and Magaly Faudoa 
of Bovina, uncles-Mar-
cos Faudoa of Friona 
and Gustavo Faudoa of 
Mexico, and numerous 
cousins. 

You may send bless-
ings to the family and 
sign the online guest 
book exclusively at: 
hansardfamily.com 

Dillion Daniel Jaramillo

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com

From the Friona Star Archives

Council Approves Land Swap — At Monday’s regular meeting the Friona city 
council approved a property swap with the Friona Texas Federal Credit Union. 
The 1.2 acre city owned property east of AgTexas on Austin St. will be traded for 
the credit union’s existing building at 6th and Euclid. The credit union building 
will be the new home of the Friona Police Department. Ron Carr photo. (Friona 
Star, Thursday, April 16, 2015)
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Sports

Girls Shot Put Finals 3A 
1 	Taylor Wiseman.......................... Childress................................45-4.50  
2	 Angelica Reyes............................ Friona....................................38-7.25
7	 Marie Phillips.............................. Friona....................................30-9.75

Girls Discus Throw Finals 3A 
1	 Taylor Wiseman.......................... Childress...................................143-9
2 	Kitzy Welch................................. Friona.......................................125-7
4 	Angelica Reyes............................ Friona.......................................112-6

Girls Pole Vault Finals 3A 
1 	Reese Jenkins.............................. Dalhart........................................ 11-6
2 	Mary McGaughy......................... Friona.........................................11-0

Girls 4x100 Meter Relay Finals 3A 
1	 Bushland........................................................................................ 49.26
8 	Friona ............................................................................................ 52.21

Girls 100 Meter Hurdles Finals
1 	Kamryn Motheral....................... Shallowater............................... 14.86
7	 Mary McGaughy ........................ Friona....................................... 17.10

Boys 110 Meter Hurdles Finals
1 	Cole Martin ................................ Idalou......................................15.46 1
8	 John Villegas ............................... Friona....................................... 16.54

Boys Shot Put Finals 3A
1	 Colton Hurst................................ Idalou.....................................57-2.75
3 	Ishmael Flores............................. Friona....................................48-2.50

UIL 3A - Area 03 & 04 2025
Tuesday, April 10, 2025 | Abernathy, TX 

Final Home GameFinal Home Game

Friona Chieftain BaseballFriona Chieftain Baseball

Ellie McGaughy | 100m Hurdles

Marie Phillips | Shot Put 

4x100m Relay
Aaliyah Padilla, Harley London, Ashley Chico, Annison Steelman

JD Villegas | 110m Hurdles

Tuesday April 22thTuesday April 22th
vs Slatonvs Slaton

7:00 pm at7:00 pm at
Chieftain ParkChieftain Park
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Friona FFA at Area Conests

Meat Judging | 9th Place Team

Friona FFA Area Contest Teams

Livestock Judging | 23rd Place Team

Floriculture | 3rd Place Team | State Qualifiers 
Kyleigh Stephens (Area Champion)

Stevie Herring (18th Place), Shelby Lewellen (20th Place) 

Ag Mechanics | 9th Place Team 
Justen Trevino (19th Place)

Dairy Cattle Judging | 6th Place Team
Karen Morales (12th Place), Erik Estrada (17th Place)

Land Judging | 8th Place Team
Dylan Haseloff (9th Place)

These students received their TCFA Cattle Handling Certifications —Ishmael Flores (photo 
at left), (l-r) Veissy Lozoya, Humberto Cruz, Daniel Rodriguez, Dannelle Arguelles, Foster Gilley, 
Karen Morales, Leslie Rodriguez.

Photos courtesy of Friona FFA Facebook
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By the Numbers
City of Friona

March 2025
Public Library

21 days open
264 e-visits

444 in-house visits
12 new patrons

308 items circulated
32 new items added

$367.50 copy fees collected
$180.50 fax fees collected

Book Shop open 4 days 
N/A in sales

Police Department
  74 calls
7 arrests

45 citations
160 warnings

205 stops
3,519 miles driven
Municipal Court
486 traffic cases

396 non-traffic cases
15 dismissals

1 juvenile case
13 hearings

11 warrants recalled
5 warrants issued

5 magistrations
$2,813.50 collected (sent to state)
$9,920.98 collected (kept by city)

EMS
21 transports (911)

5 Prairie Acres (911)
45 transfers

13 non-transports (911)
3 no patient/disregard

1 standby
88 total service calls

0 PMC call for transfers denied
Volunteer Fire Department

Mar. 2 gas leak / 5 firefighters, 2 trucks
Mar. 11 controlled burn / 9 firefighters, 4 trucks

Mar. 14 semi-truck rollover / 6 firefighters, 3 trucks
Mar. 14 car wreck* / 6 firefighters, 2 trucks

Mar. 14 powerline on bldg. / 2 firefighters, 1 truck
Mar. 18 structure fire* / 14 firefighters, 3 trucks

Mar. 21 auto vehicle crash / 5 firefighters, 2 trucks
Mar. 24 car wreck / 6 firefighters, 3 trucks

Mar. 25 / controlled burn / 11 firefighters, 4 trucks
Mar. 25 controlled burn / 10 firefighters 3 trucks

Mar. 26 car wreck . 10 firefighters, 4 trucks
Mar. 31 co alarm / 5 firefighters, 0 trucks

*mutual aid

Mayor Greg Lewellen proclaimed April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Deaf 
Smith Crisis Center representatives (l-r) Mindy Saleza and Angela Gamboa ac-
cepted the proclamation from the mayor.

Mayor Greg Lewellen proclaimed April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. Rep-
resentatives from The Bridge Children’s Advocacy Center were on hand to accept 
the proclamation. They were — (l-r) Demi Bouvia, Forensic Interviewer; Bobbi 
Britto, Clinical Director; Shelly Bohannon, Executive Director.

Fleming receives key to the city
Continued from page 1

A motion passed to 
designate City Manag-
er/Secretary Lee Davila 

and Finance Manager 
Pam Mercado as the 
City of Friona’s invest-
ment officers as well as 

approving the annual 
review of the city’s in-
vestment policy.

Consideration to au-

thorize the city manager 
to solicit bids for a street 
construction project 
was tabled.

A motion was ap-
proved to terminate the 
State of Disaster pro-
claimed on March 17th 
for the City of Friona 
due to the severe storm 
on March 14, 2025.

A motion to approve 
an ordinance establish-
ing rules and regulations 
regarding sanitation and 
pollution control in des-
ignated areas in prox-
imity to the city’s public 
water supply wells was 
passed. The ordinance 
includes a penalty not to 
exceed $500, an effective 
date, savings clause, and 

provisions for a repealer 
and publication. The or-
dinance was requested 
by the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ).

In other business, the 
accounts payable for 
March 2025 were ap-
proved as well as the 
financial statement for 
March 2025. Minutes of 
the March 10th regular 
meeting and the March 
17th emergency meet-
ing were approved. The 
next Council Meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, 
May 12th.

Life is a Highway — Bruce Fleming was first elected to the city council in May of 2013 and officially retired 
Monday evening. He was joined by his family in accepting an honorary “street sign” from Mayor Greg Lewellen 
and the city council.
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Nadia Snyder
5th Place

Early Childhood Education

FCCLA at State Convention in Dallas

Lexi Saldana
National Qualifier

3rd Place | Teach and Train

Sophia Leon
4th Place

Fashion Construction 

Emily Ibarra
5th Place | Teach or Train

The FCCLA Team — (l-r) Sophia Leon, Hector Aguirre, Denzel Perez, Emily Ibarra, Lexi Saldana, Thomas 
Cook, Brice Jeter, Nadia Snyder.

Senior Banquet Tour — The Sixth Street Church of Christ hosted a Senior Banquet last Mon-
day evening. Approximately 40 soon-to-be graduates attended and enjoyed a pile-on meal and 
dessert.
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www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking • TeleBank (806) 364-8300

• Free Checking
• Premier+ Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking 
• Savings/ Real Saver

“The bank designed with YOU in mind.”
We Have Four Locations to serve You

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

8700 FM 2219
Amarillo, TX

(806) 350-6391

• Certificate of Deposits
•Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

NMLS#631662

Banking Local 
builds stronger 

communities!

Spin City — Work is currently underway to transform the old East Allsup’s building into a new laundromat. Tentative plans are to open the doors somewhere around 
June 1st. Stay tuned.


