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Johnston

Blake Johnston will be
ending his Midland High
School basketball career

with a run at the state

playoffs./1C

Papal visit

Cleaning churches and
painting crosses are
among the tasks being
done in preparation for the

pope’s visit to Egypt./5A
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Council candidates sound off on stadium

By lan Heald
Staff Writer

The $46.3 million in-esti-
mated costs of the Schar-
bauer Sports Complex remain
the talk of the town. And, with
four of the seven City Coun-
cil seats up for election on
May 6, the sports complex
could be one of the central
issues that candidates center
their campaigns around.

Filing for candidacy began
on Tuesday. Thus far, James
M. Bradford, Robbyne Hock-
er Fuller, J.D. Faircloth, Dale
Brown, Jerry Morales and
Bill Dingus have filed their
names at City Hall.

Candidates yet to file who
say they will run include
LuAnn Morgan, Robin Don-
nelly, Mike Canon and Steve
Coulon.

The deadline for filing 1s
March 22.

In the wake of the sports
complex estimated costs being
$46.3 million and council’s
recent vote approving the
issuance of $38.95 million in
bonds, the Reporter-Telegram
contacted the above men-
tioned candidates for their
views of the situation and what
they feel the best remedies are.

City officials contend the
proposed cost of the sports
complex will run approxi-
mately $4 million over the
original $35 million price tag.

But when all costs — streets,
water and sewer lines, and oth-
er off-site amenities — are
included, the total figure
comes to approximately $46
million, or $11 million more
than the original estimate. An
increase in the sales tax will
provide the funding for the
complex itself, although the
off-site 1mprovements —
streets, water and sewer lines
and so forth — will be paid for
with other city funds. .
Robbyne Hocker Fuller,
District 2 candidate, thinks it’s
possible to raise the extra $11
million for the sports complex
costs without using taxpayer
money. “Since the (bond) fig-
ure is quoted at $38.95 million Dale Brown,
they need to secure this 25- 8Hae Incumoen
year deal for the naming nghts
for the stadiums,” she said.
“Your facts and figures ought
to be in place. As a City Coun-
cil they have a responsibility
to inform the people truthful-
ly. The citizens did not vote
for $11 million more.™
James M. Bradford, the oth-

‘| know that I'm not will-
ing to go beyond the
costs that have been sibility
for the sports com-

phx-i — “ g W

er District 2 candidate, under-

stands why the voters are
angry but believes repara-
tions should be made to ensure
the project rolls forward. “l

" believe people with differ-

‘| feel ... there's a pos-
sibility that the citizens
have not been given the
most u and ac-
curate

— Steve Coulon, at- large

ences of opinion can get
together and we can still make

this thing work,” said Brad- any rate.”

Please see SgpFITSMA

State of the economy
Conference focuses on diversification

B More than 600
people listen to presen-
tations on exploring the
city's potential.

By Mella McEwen
Staff Writer

More than 600 Midlanders
from all walks of life focused
their attention Wednesday on
economic diversification and
ways to expand the city's eco-
nomuc base at the “State of Mid-
land’s Economy” conference at
Midland Center.

Buddy Sipes, chairman of the
board of directors of the Mid-
land Chamber of Commerce,
said he was pleased with the
attendance.

“It was incredible. We had
the leadership of Midland 1n this
room and | hope this conference
energizes the community to go
out and do what’s needed to
grow Midland,” he said.

Sipes and Mayor Bobby
Burns both stressed that the oil
and gas industry is and will
remain the backbone of the
Midland economy, but that the
city needs to find ways to
expand its economic base.

Economist M. Ray Perryman
agreed, saying that with oil
prices near the $30 level, Mid-

landers feel He said trans-

... | think the city
fathers have a respon-

to deliver to the
estimated at this point ﬁumic what it thoughl

— Mike Canon,
at-large

‘t’s very difficult at this
stage to ascertain what he
the real costs are, at

— Robin Donnelly,
District 1

‘This sports complex
should have been
billed as a $50 million
project that only
required $35 million in
bond money.’

— Bill Dingus, at-large

on shou
have votod back
or been more actlw

andnotmctlvo'
Ann Morgan,

Distnict 1

“Permian Basin oil and gas

‘‘ | were elected |
would make the effort
to make sure all on-site
costs are within $35
million.’

— J.D. Faircloth, at-large

more confident
than a vyear
ago, “but even
if oil went to
$100 tomor-
row, you'd still
have to diversi-
fy if you're
going to sus-
tain a viable
community and
offer opportu-
nities to your
children and
grandchildren.”

He told of an
outline for a
novel that
Nathaniel Hawthorne planned
to write. Found after his death,
Hawthorme’'s main character
never appeared.

*“The main character in eco-
nomic development is the com-
munity — individuals, the gov-
emmment, schools, health care
providers. It’s time for action.
It’s ime for the main character
to be alive and well,” he said.

“I’'m excited about it. I'm
here to see what they’re think-
ing about,” said Bharat Mody,
manager of Midessa Trans-
portation, about why he attend-
ed the conference. He said he
believes such a conference was
necessary.

portation was
his main con-
cern. “Without
transpﬁnauon
nothing works.”

Real estate
developer Sue
Mullins said she
has been inter-
ested In eco-
nomic develop-
ment all her life
and served on
the Vision 2000
economic devel-
opment  task
force.

“Today was

very informative,” she said.

“I'm here to better prepare
myself with the information
that’s available to help promote
a sales tax mitiative when 1t
comes up,” said Greg Banner
with Energas. He added, “I'm
also here to see what other
towns have done and what they
see for the future.”

Banner said he was surpnsed
to hear the statistics on the
decline of the oil industry in the
Permian Basin as provided by
Jack Rathbone, executive vice
president of Titan Exploration.

Rathbone offered both bad
news and good news about the
Permian Basin energy industry.

production peaked in 1974 and
oil production has beenon a 3
percent decline since the peak.”
He said that according to his
calculations of the Hubbert
Curve — devised by a
renowned geophysicist — pro-
duction will reach an endpoint
in 2030.

Technology, he said, will
extend the curve perhaps anoth-
er 10 to 20 years, but will do
nothing to stop the decline.
That, combined with the need
of large multinational produc-
ers to focus their resources
where the large discovery
opportunities are — pnmarnly
overseas and offshore — will
prompt them to work their way
out of the Permian Basin.

The good news, he said, 1s
that the Permuian Basin may be
mature but that it is not exhaust-
ed, and its 5.4 billion barrels of
oil equivalent in proven oil
reserves and 12.4 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas reserves,
combined with 3.4 billion bar-
rels of future potential produc-
tion and 16.5 tnlhon cubic
feet, offer opportunities for
smaller producers.

He descnbed the Permian
Basin o1l company of the future

Please see STATE/4A
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the naming
reducing lots
— Jerry Morales, at-large

TOP and INSET:
During the morning
session of the
“State of the Econ-
omy” conference,
Jack Rathbone,
executive vice
ident of Titan
ploration, talks
about the future of
oil and gas produc-
tion in basin.
LEFT: Sande Upde-

g:zphl‘ nd,
Pat Callahan-
Culp, both with

Hilton Midland,
take notes.
Tim Fischer

Reporter-Telegram

Midlanders: Independents will back Bush in November

By Gary Ott
Cu’ Editor

They are usually known simply as “inde-
pendents.’’

But over the years, lhey have been callc:d
“Reagan Democrats,” “fiscal conservatives,”
“social liberals,” “middle- of-the-roaders,”

and “baby boomers.”

Now, more than ever, they are being tout-
ed as “makers of presidents.” Indeed, it has
been suggested that it is next to impossible to
get elected to the White House these days with-
out securing at least a major chunk of those
voters, a group that seems to be geting big-
ger and bigger each year.

Just as important, though, they have proven
to be unpredictable when it comes to their vot-
m%or cxamplc. after helping Republican
Ronald Reagan defeat incumbent Jimmy
Carter in 1980, they turned around 12 years
later and played a pivotal role in Democrat Bill

Clinton'slrnlikely upset of President George
$

>

You can’t win just
the Republican vote or just the
Democratic vote. You've got to
have those so-called Reagan

Democrats.’
— State Rep. Tom Craddick

getting

Bush.

So what will they do in November of 2000?

No one seems to know for sure. And that’s
why many in the Republican Party — both on
the national level and in Midland — are cast-
ing a watchful, and an increasingly wary, eye
on what is happening in this year's presiden-
tial primaries.

The party is attracting huge numbers of inde-
pendents, which would normally bode well for
it in the gcncral election, but mstead of sup-

the party’s presumed nominee, Texas
Gov. W. Bunh, most of them are cast-
ing their ballots tx tlrtundcrdog. U.S. Sen.

John McCain of Anzona.

And that begs the question: If Bush does
secure the nomination, will those independents
vote for him, or will they flock toward Vice
President Al Gore, who is expected to defeat
Bill Bradley for the Democratic nomination?

Longtime Midland Republican Win Brown,
who was a Midland County commussioner for
more than 20 years, thinks they will support
Bush.

“Gore is just too liberal,”” Brown said.
“When it comes down to it, the conservatives
and moderates will have only one choice, and
that’'s George Bush.”

In addition, Brown said, Gore doesn’t pos-
sess the same political instincts as his boss,
President Clinton.

“As much as I dislike the fellow, Clinton
moncufthcmostpohmﬂyasmwpoﬂm
we’ve seen in a long time. For some reason,
he has been able to tap into that of inde-
pendents. But | don’t think Gore will be able
to. He's just too liberal. Only those on the far

{

4 Please see BUSH/ 4n
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Associated Press

KOSOVSKA MITROVICA,
Yugoslavia — U.S. paratroopers
swooped down on the Serb part
of a divided Kosovo city at
dawn Wednesday, arresting eight
people and seizing weapons in a
surprise raid only three days
after Serbs drove them away in
a hail of stones.

As a further sign of NATO
resolve to maintain control,
peacekeepers announced plans to
start moving ethnic Albanmians
back to their homes in the Serb-
controlled part of Kosovska
Mitrovica north of the Ibar Riv-
er.

The peacekeepers also said
demonstrations would be banned
in a wide area encompassing both
Serb and ethnic Albanian-domi-
nated neighborhoods.

But Serb leaders objected to the
resettlement plan. One of them,
Oliver Ivanovic, warned that the
crisis in Kosovo's most multi-
ethnic city would “peak within 10
to 15 days™ unless the NATO-led
Kosovo Force abandons its plan.

As French troops surrounded
the search area, about 300 troops
of the U.S. 504th Airborne
Infantry — backed by armored
vehicles and in full battle gear —
crossed the Ibar River at dawn
and swept through “Little
Bosnia,” an ethnically mixed
neighborhood, searching house-
to-house for weapons.

A NATO esman, Flight
Lt. Neville Clayton, said the
Amencans seized a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade launcher, nifles,
grenades and ammunition. Maj.
Erik Gunhus, an American
spokesman, said eight people
were taken into custody.

It was the first ume the Amer-
icans had been on the niver's
north side since they and German
forces were driven away Sunday
by stone-throwing Serbs durning
a weapons search.

“We're trying to send a mes-
sage that KFOR can operate and
move freely north of the Ibar and
anywhere in Kosovo they want to
go,” Gunhus said.

The Amencans later left the
city and returned to their base at
Camp Bondsteel in southeastern
Kosovo. The U.S. soldiers were
among troops from more than a
dozen countnes sent to rein-
force the French last weekend,
when tensions escalated.

French troops continued the
search after the Americans left,
smashing doors of apartments
and garages that would not open.
A French soldier, who refused to
give his name, told residents they
would be compensated for dam-
age.

The plans announced Wednes-
day by the peacekeeping com-
mand nvolve moving ethnic
Albanians back to homes 1n
three high-nise apartment build-
ings on the north bank. U.N. offi-
cials said ethnic Albanians would

Kohl s 70th birthday to go

Burt Herman
Press

BERLIN — Former German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl .will
turn 70 without fanfare after two
planned birthday celebrations
were canceled Wednesday amud
his party’s growing scandal.

After Kohl asked state party
officials to cancel a planned cel-
ebration in his hometown on the
Rhine, federal party headquarters
also saud a Berlin gala planned for
thousands of guests was off.
Kohl’s birthday is April 3.

Since the scandal erupted in
December after Kohl admitted
accepting up to $1 million in off-
the-books donations, the states-
man who presided over German
unification and led the country for
16 years has been increasingly
reclusive.

| Last moath, he skipped the

100th anniversary gala of the Ger-
man soccer federation. He also

hlﬂg
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has yet to take his seat in parlia-
ment since i1t reconvened last
week, and has been absent from
party meetings.

The Rhineland-Palatinate state
Chnstian Democrats said they had
been asked to cancel the party
planned in Kohl’'s hometown of
Ludwigshafen because he told
them “this event should not take
place in the current situation.”

Bonn prosecutors had searched
the state party’s offices Tuesday,
looking for evidence against Kohl
in their pursuit of possible breach
of trust charges.

Thousands had been expected
to attend the Berlin celebration on
the fashionable Gendarmenmarki

begin registering Friday and
would have to show proof they
owned apartments in the build-

S.
mﬁ"hc United Nations hopes to
start relocating them next week.
Troops also plan to build a foot-
bridge across the Ibar River in
front of the three apartment
houses to provide secure access.

The KFOR command agreed to
establish a secunity zone, In
which demonstrations will be
banned, in an area encompassing
the heart of both sides of the city.
The ethnic Albanian leader of the
city, Bajram Rexhepi, called on
his fellow Albanians to avoid
demonstrations on the south
bank.

The decision to move ethnic
Albanians back, however,
enraged Serb leaders, who said
they were not consulted. One
leader, Nikola Kabasic, claimed
Albanian snipers had fired on
French peacekeepers last week-
end from buildings to which
ethnic Albanians will be
returned.

“Serbs were excluded this
time, although we believe we
could have given some sugges-
tions for calming down the situ-
ation,” Kabasic said. Ivanovic
accused the ethnic Albanians of
“building up tensions to the
maximum so they would use the
situation to provoke bloodshed in
the northern part of the city.”

Ivanovic 1nsisted that no
Yugoslav security forces had

unfeted amid controversy

square 1n a hall that had been
reserved long before the scandal
came to light. Party spokes-
woman Eva Chnistiansen said the
event was canceled “by mutual
agreement.”

Kohl also was a no-show at a
ceremony in January to receive a
$15,000 prize for promoting
European unity. His spokesman
said participating in the event
would have been inappropnate.

On Kohl’s 60th birthday cele-
bration in Bonn, held while hé
was still in power, 3,000 people
turned out — including many for-
eign heads of state.

But since he celebrated the 10-
year anniversary of the fall of the
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WORLD
U.S. paratroopers stage surprlse search in Kosovo

By Elena Becatoros
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AP Photo
Serbs have their car searched for weapons by French soldiers in the northern part of Kosovska
Mitrovica, in Kosovo, Yugosiavia Wednesday. The ethnically divided town was relatively quiet
Wednesday following weeks of tension and violence which have left at least nine people dead.

since a grenade attack on a U.N.
bus Feb. 2 killed two elderly
Serbs south of the city. That trig-
gered revenge attacks that have
left nine people dead and scores
injured.

infiltrated the city.

Most Serbs in Mitrovica, he
said, “are ordinary, disappointed
people who have nowhere to go,
and 7,000 temporarily displaced
people are waiting to see what

will be their destiny.”
“Therefore, they are deter-
mined to stay here and fight with
all means, first peaceful and
then any other,” Ivanovic said.

Tensions have been rising here

Berlin Wall in November to the
cheers of thousands, Kohl’s pop-
ularity has plunged. The scande'
has grown to include re\ clations
about secret accounts, false book-

IRS PROBLEMS?
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Never Meet with the IRS - Settie for Pennies on the Dollar - Guaranteed Results

keeping and allegations of influ- |Free Tax Settlement Analysis: Free “Insider”™ Report:

ence peddling. In interviews, [Confidential interview in Our Local Office | “How to End IRS Problems Forever!”
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J) Heather Paterson

Associated Press
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DILI, East Timor — Wrecked
and burmed out, but peaceful at
last, East Timor moved a little
closer. to nationhood Wednesday
when Australian-led peacekeepers
withdrew five months after end-
ing a wave of pro-Indonesian mili-
ia violence.

The departure of the Intemna-
tional Force in East Timor, called
Interfet, leaves a U.N. force of
blue berets in control of the half-
island temmitory, which remains
several years away from inde-
pendence.

U.N. administrators temporar-
ily governing East Timor said the
new force would maintain peace
so that desperately needed recon-
struction could proceed.

Tens of thousands of East Tim-
orese continue to live in tents or
makeshift huts. Few services are
in place. Unemployment is high,
and the people are poor and aid-
dependent. But at least the citizens
of East Timor no longer fear for
their lives.

As the last ship taking Interfet
soldiers back to Australia sailed
peacekeepers as saviors.

“We will forever remember this
intervention and this help,” said

By Miguel Gil

Associated Press

TRES QUEBRADAS, Argenti-
na — Army mountaineers were
descending Wednesday from a
towening Andes volcano with the
remains of at least three victims of
a Bnush plane that crashed there
52 years ago.

The 17-member expedition
force, on a hazardous descent by
foot and on mules, were also car-
rying key pieces of the plane,
which vanished without a trace and
was spotted only last month high
on the 21,848-foot Tupungato
volcano. They were expected to
reach a base camp later Wednes-
day.

Operated by the now defunct
Bntish South Amenican Airways,
the Stardust plane was carrying 11
people — five crew members and
six passengers — and was head-
ed to Santiago, Chile when it dis-
appeared durning a snowstorm on
Aug. 2, 1947. The passengers
included three Britons, a German,
a Palestinian and a Swiss.

Army Lt. Col. Ricardo Bustos
could not identify the victims
except to say that the remains of
one woman were found at the site
in the Andes mountains near the
Argentine border with Chile

A photograph released by the
army showed a rocky slope cov-
ered with scraps of clothing and a
severed human hand.

Bustos said the group also had

Assoclated Massage
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WORLD
Safe at last, East Timor bids farewell to peacekeepers
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AP Photo

Australian Maj. Gen. Peter Cosgrove, commander of the International Force for East Timor (INTER-
FET), right, shakes hands with an East Timorese man as he takes a farewell tour of the Gover-

nors Palace Wednesday

in Dili, the capital of East Timor. Cosgrove leaves East Timor
the completion of INTERFET's mission to protect

the East Timorese from

today upon
raging militia violence

which broke out last September. He handed over military command to UN Forces Wednesday.

Jose Alexandre “Xanana” Gus-
mao, the territory’'s main inde-
pendence leader. “On behalf of the
East Timorese people I want to
offer our very deep gratitude for
the intervention of Interfet.”

recovered pieces of the engine and
landing gear on the debris-strewn
slope some 16,500 feet up the vol-
cano.

Ti.. group spent several days
investigating the site, accessible
only by a difficult climb. One
member of the army expedition
had to be evacuated earlier this
week after suffering breathing
problems, authorties said.

Investigators are hoping to solve

one of the longest-running mys- °

teries in the Andes, a mountain
range that was a virtual graveyard
for planes in aviation’s early days.

The last message from the
plane has puzzled aviation inves-
tigators for years. Radio operators
in Chile reportedly received a
Moise code message reading
“STENDEC” — an acronym
investigators say has no meaning.

Following the crash, search
teams from England, Chile and
Argentina combed the area by air

and on skis but found nothing.

SEARS | ;

— correction notice—

In the Sears advertisement
dated Thursday, February 24th,
ti ¢ offer of an additional 10% oH

when you use your Sears Card
inadvertently failed to exclude
Nike athletic shoes. Nike athletic
shoes are not part of the

promotion.

We regret any inconvenience

this may cause our customers.
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COME SEE US

Local Joaquim Antonio Calabu
said simply, “Without Interfet
we might have all been killed.”

Interfet commander Maj. Gen.
Peter Cosgrove earlier attended a
low-key flag-lowering ceremony

Mountaineers find human remains from vanished plane

Theones abounded about the
plane’s disappearance. Some spec-
ulated it had been sabotaged to kill
a Bntish diplomatic messenger
reportedly on board.

But severe weather was
believed by many to have been the
cause. Records indicate heavy
snow fell for three days when the
plane vanished over the South

outside his temporary headquar-
ters, once a public library in the
capital, Dili.

“It’s an emotional scene for me
and my colleagues to see that a
mulitary force can walk into a

American mountain chain, and
aviation experts said the plane —
a converted World War Il bomber
— did not have deicing capabili-
ties and was unfit to travel through
winter conditions.

In January, five mountaineers
climbing through ice fields atop
Tupungato, stumbled across the
remains of the four-engine plane.

Clinique Bonus Time
at Dunlaps in Midland

10-6 = Midkiff @ [llinois * Midland * 694-8888

MARCH 2, 2000 -

5:00PM-7:00PM

JO JO’S EATERY 214 W. TEXAS

R 1090. MIDLAND. TEXAS 79706

country and walk out after five
months with the people cheering
it,” Cosgrove said as he boarded
a ship to Darwin, the Australian
city from where he had launched
his rescue mission.

The 19-nation force, sanctioned
by the U.N. Security Council,
landed in East Timor on Sept. 20
after militias, backed by sections
of Indonesia’s military, unleashed
a bloody two-week rampage.

The violence, which killed at
least 300 and displaced hundreds
of thousands, came after an over-
whelming majonity of East Tim-
orese voted in an Aug. 30 refer-
endum for independence from
Indonesia.

The first Interfet soldiers found
the tiny territory in terror and
chaos. Buildings were on fire, and
gunshots from militia gangs and
looting Indonesian troops echoed
across Dili. Later they entered
deserted and destroyed villages
and uncovered mass graves.

Cosgrove said he had been
shocked by the extent of the vio-
lence and destruction.

However, he also had fond
memories of “Aussies playing
with kids, helping children, help-
ing mothers with babies, helping
repair houses.”

Interfet troops restored order
and gradually allowed Indonesian

in the
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troops to withdraw from the for-
mer Portuguese territory they had
occupied since 1975.

The U.N. transitional adminis-
trator, Sergio Vieira de Mello,
commended the work of Cos-
grove's troops.

“It brought an end to the killing
of civihans and senseless and
widespread destruction that
shocked the international con-
science,” Vieira de Mello said.

However, some criticized the
world community for not acting
faster.

“Interfet arrived here late. The
houses had been bumed down and
the towns destroyed,” said Anice-
to Guterres, the director of local
human nights group Yayasan Hak.

He also cnticized the U.N.’s
inability to repatniate 100,000
East Timorese now living in
squalid refugee camps in Indone-
sia's West Timor. Many of the
camps remain under militia con-
trol.

Cosgrove has also raised con-
cemns about securty along the bor-
der with West Timor. In recent
months several militias have made
incursions, ending in bnef fire
fights with Interfet soldiers.

About 2,000 former Interfet sol-
diers remain in East Timor and
have been transferred into the
8,000-strong U.N. contingent.
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ABVOLUTE FINAL CLEARANCE

ON ALL FALL AND WINTER ITEMS
ALL ITEMS MARKED

*5-°30
9 DAYS ONLY!!

Thurs., Feb 24

- Tues., Febh. 29

the colonnade - loop 250 at garfield « 915-682-5368

WINTER SALES EVENT

SAVE UP TO 509%!

DREXEL HERITAGE.

Don't miss these

Fantastic Sale Prices!

50" Glass Dining Table $899
Romantic Iron Bed - Queen $1,099
Sofas starting at $999

2101 W. Wadley Ave. * Midland, Texas 79705
915—602-(‘129 e 570-0094 ‘




Today

High 74
Low 44

enllt’

Friday
Partly cloudy Partly cloudy Partly cloudy
High 75
Low 46

WEATHER

Midland forecast

By The Associated Press

i, il
Saturday

High 75
Low 37

Today's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies and high tempera

tures with a high in the upper 70s. The wind will be from the south

at 10-20 mph and gusty.

Tonight will be fair with a low around 40-45.

Fnday will be mostly sunny and breezy with a high around 70.
Friday night will be dry with lows in the mid-30s to lower 40s.

Saturday will be dry and unseasonzbly warm with highs in the 70s.

Sunday and Monday will be dry with continued above normal tem-
peratures. Lows will be in the 40s with highs in the 70s to lower 80s.
t low of 42, Wednesday's high was 73, compared
to the record high for that date of 84, set in 1956. The record low

After an overmigh

of 14 was set 1n 1965.

Yesterday’s precipitation
Rainfall Wednesday . . . .0.00 1n.
Rainfall Tuesday ...... 0.00 in.
Total for month ... ... trace
Total foryear ......... 0.61 in.
Normal total
(yeartodate).......... 0.92 n.
Sunrise ...
Sunset ...

Yesterday's temperatures
High ................
LW wocianiiziisis il 42
Normal high .......... 64
Nomallow ........... 35
7:22 a.m.
6:42 p.m.

BUSH: Core of future
support will be from GOP

(From 1A)

left will support him."™’

State Rep. Tom Craddick of
Midland, who has been involved
in Republican politics since the
1960s, agreed that Bush “should
be fine’" in the November gen-
eral election, adding that he
thought the exposure the party
was getting in the early pnmanes
was a positive development,
even though McCain has run
much stronger than most people
thought he would.

“There has been a lot of focus
on our candidates and our i1ssues,
and that’s good, " Craddick said.
“The Democrats have been sort
of out of public view. All of the
attention has been on the Repub-
licans. Those independents are
looking at our candidates and |
think they like what they see.™”

And Craddick said 1t 1s essen-
tial that any person seeking the
presidency woo those indepen-
dent voters. “You cart’t win just
getting the Republican vote or
just the Democratic vote. You've
got to have those so-called Rea-
gan Democrats.

Bush himself, after conceding
defeat in Tuesday's Michigan pn-
mary, predicted those indepen-
dents now supporting McCain
will eventually vote for him in
November.

He stated flatly that he would
be his party’s nominee, and then
added: "The real question 1s,
when I'm the nominee, will | be
able to pick those independents
up? And I believe I will be. There
are a lot of people sick and tired
of what's going on in Washing-
ton, D.C. They want something
different.”

Sull, the core of Bush's support
continues to come from those
voters who identify strongly with
the Republican Party.

And one Midland Republican
— former Judge Barbara Culver
Clack — said that’s a fact that
Bush should not avoid, or be

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Car-
los Santana, who first gained
fame a generation ago with a sear-
ing guitar performance at Wood-
stock, capped a tnumphant come-
back Wednesday with a record-
tying eight Grammy Awards.

The 52-year-old guitarist’s
multi-platinum *‘Supemnatural’’
won album of the year. His first
No. | single, **Smooth,’" capped
a sweep of the major Grammys
by winning song and record of the
year.

Santana tied Michael Jack-
son’s 1983 record of most Gram-
mys on a single night.

“*Music 1s the vehicle for the
magic of healing,”” he said upon
accepting the album of the year
trophy, “‘and the music of
‘Supematural’ was a sign and
designed to bring unity and har-
mony."’

Another nominee whose career
began in the 1960s, Cher, won her
first Grammy for dance recording.
She enjoyed her biggest com-
mercial success last year with the
hit single ‘‘Believe.””

In a mild upset, Christina
Aguilera beat out her fellow teen
queen and former Mousketeer,
Britney Spears, for the Grammy
as best new artist. Even she was
surprised.

““Oh my God, you guys,’’ she
said. ‘I seriously do not have a

prepared whatsoever. I'm

Fam;a:mlchm'l'lﬂpcked
Grammys — for best

m- Mpﬂfmj’y

ashamed of.

“He should be proud that he’s
seeking the Republican nomina-
tion,”’ she said. “And he should
be proud of having the support of
the rank-and-file Republicans.
There’s nothing wrong with
being supported by the Republi-
can Party.”

She also said it was ironic that
Bush was being viewed as “the
establishment candidate,” and
McCain, “the outsider, " since 1t
iIs McCain “who has been in
Washington all of these years."™’

And while Culver acknowl-
edged the independents will be a
key factor in the November gen-
eral election, she suggested that
many of those voting for McCain
in the GOP primanies, especial-
ly those who openly call them-
selves Democrats, are doing so in
an “attempt to weaken the even-
tual Republican nominee.”’

And that “eventual nominee,”’
most Midland Republicans
agreed, will be Bush.

The only question, they sug-
gest, is when it will become offi-
cial.

“The next few primanes will
tell the tale,’’ said Sue Brannon,
a local Republican who is run-
ning unopposed for the chair-
manship of the Midland County
Republican Party. “California
(one of 13 states having GOP pni-
manes on March 7) could clinch
it for Bush.™

And if that’s the case, the par-
ty will officially begin the long
process of convincing those
skeptical independents now sup-
porting McCain that Bush, and
not Gore, will be their best voice
in Washington.

The outcome of the November
general election could rest in the
balance.

Santana wins 8 Grammys

a group for their frank put-down
of men, ‘*No Scrubs,’’ and best
R&B album for ‘‘Fanmail.”’
“*No Scrubs’’ was also named
best R&B song.

Sting sprang an upset in the
male pop vocal category with a
victory for “*Brand New Day,"’
beating out younger, Latin-influ-
enced singers Marc Anthony and
Ricky Martin. Stung also won for
pop album.

Eminem won two awards, for
best rap solo performance and
best rap album.

Two "70s icons took home their
first trophies ever: love god Bar-
ry White's “‘Staying Power™
won best male R&B perfor-
mance and Black Sabbath’s
“Iron Man"~ was honored as best
metal performance.

Country’s leading ladies, the
Dixie Chicks and Shamia Twain,
won two Grammys apiece.
George Jones won malc country
vocal for “‘Choices.”™

Tony Bennett, a familiar win-
ner in the traditional pop vocal

performance category, was hon-
ored with his ninth y for
his tribute to Duke Ellington

Sheryl Crow, whose cover of
the Guns 'n Roses tune ‘‘Sweet
Child O’'Mine’’ won for female
rock vocal, thanked Santana for
not being nominated in her cate-
gory.

Santana’s success in 1999
cmamldateen-mexpkmoe
in pop music. Backstreet Boys, 'N
mmdSpunhdﬁneofdn
's four best-selling albums.
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STATE: Abilene, Tyler representatives speak at session

(From 1A)

as having a high degree of
regional knowledge and exper-
tise, a willingness to dedicate
resources, both capital and peo-
ple, a high degree of technolog-
ical sophistication, low cost pro-
duction and low overhead, a
fast and agile response to oppor-
tunities, creative dealmaking
ability, financial strength and
capability and a local business
network to exploit.

Perryman said Midlanders are
talking about diversification at an
optimal ime, when the current
information technology revolu-
tion has barely scratched the sur-
face in fueling a record economic
expansion with low inflation.

Technology like fax machines,
cell phones, e-mail and the Inter-
net have removed the necessity
of being in a particular place to
do business, he said, and will
allow entrepreneurs to grow and
build businesses where they
want.

Among the opportunities he
sees are those created by the envi-
ronment as technology is devel-
oped to clean the environment or
operate machinery in a cleaner
manner, technology th: * ~~ld be
built by the skilled r nists
that live in Midland ar  iessa.

Tucker Bridwell, presiuent of
the Development Corp. of Abi-
lene and of the Texas Economic
Development Board, told the
audience that economic devel-
opment 1s rnsky, controversial, not
an exact science and done dif-
ferently in every community.

When his community passed a
half-cent sales tax to fund eco-
nomic development, it formed the
DCOA. The five-member board
administers the fund and from
March 1990 to September 1999
spent $42 million. Its success sto-
ries include the French Rob-ert-
son prison unit, which now
employs 1,000; Zoltec Industnes,
a carbon fiber manufacturing
plant expected to employ more
than 200 in the next few years;

and the Blue Cross Blue Shield
claims processing center that
will soon occupy the entire
170,000 square-foot Texas
Instruments location.

He cited the front page of a
recent ediion of the Abilene
newspaper that reported the clos-
ing of some of West Texas Util-
iies operations in Abilene and
the loss of 114 jobs and the
expansion of Blue Cross’ oper-
ations that will create 160 new
Jobs.

“There are two steps forward
and one step back,” he said.
“You'll have these disappoint-
ments.”

Abilene resident Bill Wright,
in descnbing how the city revi-
talized downtown by turmning it
into a cultural center and the
resulting economic growth, said
he could not emphasize team-
work enough.

He said it took the cooperation
of local foundations, the Abilene
Chamber of Commerce, Cultur-
al Affairs Council, city of Abi-
lene, Abilene Preservation
League, Taylor County and pub-
lic and pnivate involvement.

Local foundations spent $10
million to renovate downtown
buildings into museum space
and performing centers, he said,
but it took activities like the
monthly Artwalk, the Celebrate
Abilene Chnstmas celebration,
Festival of Americas diversity
celebration and othergctivities to
bring people downtown and
breath life back into -area.
Now, he said, e] restau-
rants have opened, as have two
new bookstores, and downtown
Abilene has even attracted some
residents.

“The arts create a sense of cre-
ativity that is contagious and you
can't have that many creative
people without it flowing into dif-
ferent areas,” he said. “You get
people thinking outside the box.”

Tim Brookshire of Tyler
offered five suggestions for
dwemfymg Midland’s economy

First, he said, fund capllal

expansion through a half-cent
sales tax, a move he called the
most productive decision Tyler

residents ever made.
Second, be aggressive iIn
attracting young families and new

young talent to Midland. By
young, he said, he meant those
aged 18 to 20 or 25 who may
move to Austin, Dallas-Fort
Worth or San Antonio after grad-
uating from college. He pointed
out that those young families will
turn into the civic leaders of the
future.

His remaining three sugges-
tions were: Promote racial fair-
ness, provide modern air trans-
portation and aggressively com-
pete for new industry.

Tyler Mayor Kevin Eltife said
that he believes government
should lead the way in econom-
ic diversification, beginning with
a close look at its infrastructure
— streets, parks and its airport.

He said he won support for a
half-cent sales tax to fund eco-
nomic development by promusing
voters he would put the city on
a pay-as-you-go basis. In 3 1/2
years, he said, the tax rate has
been cut 45 percent to 29 cents
per $100 valuation and over
four years that will fall further,
to 22 cents per $100 valuation.
The city’s $40 million in gener-
al obligation bond debt has been
reduced to $12 million and will
be eliminated in 2004.

Furthermore, he said, the city
has paid cash for a $3 million
computer system for its police
and fire departments, a new
radio trunk system, a $750,000
waming system, a $1 million new
fire station, a T80-acre park with
Little League diamonds, softball
diamonds, tennis courts and a
lake, and a 17,000-square-foot
recreation center. The city will
break ground in April on a new
$15 million air terminal.

A 10-year plan will link all the
city's parks with hiking and bik-
ing trails and infrastructure prob-
lems with the city’s streets and
drainage are being addressed —

all events that benefit the entire
city, Ehife said.

“"We touch lives 1n every
neighborhood in Tyler,” he said.

Dr. David Smith, president of
Texas Tech University’s Health
Sciences Center, said he sees
opportunities in Midland’s exist-
INg resources.

“You have superb hospitals in
this area, and an excellent group
of practitioners,” he told the
gathenng.

He said he sees opportumues
in a number of areas, including
academics, research and addi-
tional services.

The hospital and physicians
could team up to offer affordable
coverage to small businesses
and take advantage of the state’s
new health insurance program for
children, he said.

There also is growth in devel-
oping programs for the aging
population through emphasis on
training physicians, nurses, phar-
macists and other providers 1n
genatric care and In creating
healthy aging centers that empha-
size preventive care to the aging
population.

Women’s health is another
possibility, he said.

The area also could establish
itself as a clinical research cen-
ter, hosting clinical drug tnals and
setting up research clinics where
patients could be briefly admit-
ted to monitor their chronic con-
ditions like asthma and diabetes.

The area also could benefit
from expansion of telemedicine
and other technological advances
that could help provide care to
rural areas.

Texas Tech, he said, has just
established a physician assistant
program in partnership with Mid-
land College and will be looking
at establishing other academic
programs, which also will serve
as an economic boost to the area.

SPORTS: Council should trim budget, Morgan says

(From 1A)

ford. “I would want a first-rate
facility. And if it necessitates
going back to the community and
explaining why it should be
done, let’s do that and come for-
ward with a first-class facility.”

LuAnn Morgan, District |
candidate, believes the council
should begin doing anything
possible to trim the total $46.3
million budget down to $35 mil-
lion. “I'd like to see us stay with-
in the constraints of the budget,”
she said. “Can that be done? |
don’t know. I'd like to see an
itemization of all the costs.
Maybe we can get some private
funding or grant funding, | mean
there's a million grants out there.
You can even go to the extent of
having a walk of fame where we
can sell the bricks for funding.”

Ms. Morgan disagrees with
those voters petitioning to stop
the city from issuing bonds.
Some voters thought they were
misled, and don’t want their
property taxes to be pledged as
collateral for the bonds. City
Attorney Keith Stretcher says 5
percent of the voters’ signatures
are needed by March 7, or 10 per-
cent within 30 days after that
date, which would force a refer-
endum vote regarding the city’s
issuance of the bonds. The 4b
Corporation overseeing the com-
plex’ construction would then be
required by law to issue revenue
bonds, which would carry a
higher interest rate without the
property tax as collateral.

“Those people passing the
petition should have voted back
then or been more active back
then, and not reactive,” said Ms.
Morgan. “I'd hate for it to cost
us more in interest rates and that's
what it would eventually do. It’s
voted on. It's a done deal. Let’s
go ahead and build it.”

The second candidate for the
District 1 seat, Robin Donnelly,
says the current sports complex
controversy was the result of a
communications problem and
believes the voters weren't inten-
tionally musled.

“The thing about this project is
that it’s in the very preliminary
stages,” said Donnelly. “It’s very
difficult at this stage to ascertain
what the real costs are, at any
rate. I'm a businessman. I look at
projects to set a pfice, get it in on
time and under budget. That’s
just the way it is. Given the
opportunity, I feel I can help the

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick
3 winning numbers drawn
Wednesday by the Texas

§ 6-13-24-27-30-37

City Attorney Keith
Stretcher says 5
percent of the voters’
signatures are needed
by March 7, or 10
percent within 30 days
after that date, which
would force a
referendum vote. ...

fine staff over at the city do a real-
ly good job on this.”

At-large candidate Bill Dingus
also feels better communication
could have avoided the current
controversy. ““This was a com-
munication snafu that if the peo-
ple of Midland are gracious
enough to elect me to City Coun-
cil, I will not allow to happen
again. This sports complex
should have been billed as a $50
million project that only required
$35 million in bond money.
That would have been both truth-
ful and appealing. Now we have
a wound which may take years to
heal. But, heal we will, of that |
am certain.”

At-large candidate and former
mayor, J.D. Faircloth, says he’s
OK with the city issuing $38.95
million in bonds. “You want to
make sure you have enough
money in case we have slight
overruns. If I were elected |
would make the effort to make
sure all on-site costs are within
$35 mullion.”

But Faircloth objects to coun-
cil’s utilization of the streets and
water and sewer funds to build
off-site improvements. “l guess
| disagree a little bit with the
council in using other funds to
pay for off-site improvements.
But, that’s in the council’s dis-

Faircloth says citizens have
every right to petition the
issuance of the bonds. “I guess
I'm not as concemed about the
petition,” said Faircloth. “A lot of
citizens are very angry and [ don’t
think any elected official should
just go on without considering the
anger of the citizens.”

At-large candidate Jerry
Morales says he was a support-
er of the sports complex, was giv-
en packets outlining the $46
million last year, but never took
the time to go through them.

“l think now that it’s been
underwritten by the city, coun-
cil should do its best to keep it
as close to $35 million as possi-
ble,” said Morales. “To me it’s
m.t:'ee now have to work with

y've proposed and get it
down to $35 million. I lhmE we
can bring the costs down by sell-
ing the naming rights and reduc-

Correction

A headline on a “letter to the
editor’’ appearing in Wednes-
day’s edition erroneously indi-
cated that Bobby Sanders is the
Midland

county attorney.
Smdusillﬂﬁl'mdid‘m for

ing parking lots. | think those are
the nght direction. [ still think the
sports complex is an excellent
addition to our city.”

Morales added that $40 mil-
lion, not $46 million, should be
the maximum amount spent on
the project.

At-large candidate Mike
Canon says the public voted for
a $35 million project not know-
ing additional dollars would be
used to fund off-site infrastruc-
ture costs. He says this has led to
a mustrust of city officials that
needs to healed as soon as pos-
sible. I think the stadium com-
plex would be a good thing for
our community but [ think the
city fathers have a responsibili-
ty to deliver to the public what it
thought it was getting,” he said.

Canon believes the voters have
every nght to sign a petition
against the city issuance of
bonds. “There ought to be
processes for checks and bal-
ances,” he said. “If there is a
mechanism that allows those
people who want to question
what is being done, if they want
to go through that process and
can get necessary numbers of vot-
ers, then they ought to be entitled
to do that.”

Dale Brown, at-large incum-
bent up for re-election, feels the
petitioners may be doing more
harm than good in trying to pre-
vent the issuance of the bonds. “I
do think 1t’s a misguided effort
because I don’t believe we have
any choice other than to proceed
with the project,” said Brown.
“It’s my understanding that the
only possible outcome of that ref-
erendum would be increasing the
cost with the issuance of new
bonds. I'm sorry for the confu-
sion.”

Brown says his goal is to
bring down the costs of the
sports complex while ensuring
the best product is built. “I know
that I'm not willing to go beyond
the costs that have been estimat-
ed at this point for the sports com-
plex,” he said. “I just think there
has to be a way to design a pro-
ject that we can all be proud of.”

Steve Coulon, who said he is
planning to run at-large, said, “l
have mixed emotions. | feel like
that there’s a possibility that the
citizens have not been given the
most up-front and accurate infor-
mation they could have been
coming up to the vote.”

Saying that the confusion over
the figures may have given oppo-
nents of the sports complex “fuel
for the fire,” Coulon said that
Midland voters want a new facil-
ity, and probably would have vot-
ed in favor had the original price
tag been $50 million. The
upward creep of the sticker price
had undermined voter trust, he

that position, but the Ereum
county attorney is Russell
Malm, who is a candidate for re-
election.

The Reporter-Telegeam
regrets the error. .

said.

As for what action might be
best for the city to take on the
sports complex project, Coulon
said, “l think that if indeed it is

just a question of putting in a

football facility only, that’s fine.
If the baseball facility is a neces-
sity, then maybe the Rock-
Hounds need to pony up a little
more money, unless their pro-
ceeds can pay their portion in a
fair and equitable manner.”

Midland-Reporter-

Telegram
ISSN 0890-5932
A Hearst
Published each moming by the
Hearst Corporation, Midland

Reporter-Telegram Division, 201 E.
Ilinois Ave., Midland TX 79701. Peri-
odicals paid at Midland TX
79711. POSTMASTER: Send
address to the Midiand
Reporter-Telegram, P.O. Box 1650,
Midiand TX 79702.

Readers’ guide
MAIN NUMBER:
915-682-5311
Out-of-town: 800-542-
3952
e-mail address:
mrt@basinlink.com
classified e-mail address:
mriclassified @ basinlink.com
Web site: www.mrt.com
Texas Online Connection:

498-2323
Texas Online Information:

Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 7-11 a.m.
Sunday 7-11 a.m.

HOME DELIVERY

PAID-IN-ADVANCE

1Yr.  GMos. 3-Mos. 1-Mo.
$14400 $7200 $36.00 $12.00
$11400 $57 . $2850 $9.50

MAIL RATES —
TEXAS/NM

1¥r. 6Mos. 3-Mos. 1-Mo.

19600 $90.00 $4050 $1650
3200 $8600 $3300 $11.00

o

MIDLAND REPC

Pop

B Some Eg)
aren’t sure w

IS, but they v
anyway.
By Mort Rose

Associated Pres

CAIRO, E<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>