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By CARLTON JOHNSON
Staff Writer
The Big Spring City Council, three

members short y night, dead-
bekedz-zonnmgmnag:;:oumo
approve a request from ves
tor Lt.r("::'l Condray and the Big
Spring Department to obtain an
accelerant detection dog.

According to Fire Marshall Burr Lea
Settles, who was represented at Tues-
day’s meeting by Condray, the fire
department approached the council in
1993 for permission to pursue the idea
of obtaining a dog capable of detecting
flammable liquids.

Permission was granted by the coun-
cil and the department has been work-
ing for three years to get the canine.

The program is a grant from State
Farm Insurance to receive a training

scholarship and dog for the detection of
fire accelerants.

The Canine Accelerant Detection
Program offers 36 of these specially
trained dogs and is a joint effort
between State Farm Insurance and the
Maine State Police Academy (recog-
nized as the leader in Canine Acceler-
ant Detection Training). ‘

Big Spring was selected as one of 36
cities to receive one of these specially
trained canines over several larger
cities, including Midland.

Training, room and board, certifica-
tion, cost of the dog and travel expens-
es for handler certification and train-
ing are funded by State Farm.

Condray was asking the council to
establish a contingency fund to com-
pensate any short falls in outside fund-
ing. Initial start up expenses would be
around $3,000 and the total contingency
would not be any greater than $5,000.

After a 3-year process, Condray was
selected to receive a canine for service
of the fire department and those
departments of the surrounding area.

The current cost of purchasing one of
the dogs is approximately $8,000 to
$10,000.

The certification class begins in
Alfred, Maine, on Aug. 18, and runs
through Sept. 19.

Condray and the department will
have to look for other sources to fund
this program, and upon completion of
the necessary training, he would
return with the dog which will be
housed at Condray’s residence.

According to Condray, the annual
cost for maintenance of the dog is
approximately $700.

The fire department, if able to secure
the canine, will extend the program to
neighboring counties.

The fire department and departments

in the surrounding areas respond to
approximately 9,000 fire calls per year.
Roughly 6 percent of those fifes are
suspicious fires or intentionally set
fires.

Settles said having a canine with the
ability to detect accelerants would be a
great asset to the department and to
surrounding areas. He added the dog
would also help the department reduce
its case load.

Councilman Jimmy Campbell added
he would like to help the fire depart-
ment as well as other departments that
need equipment.

“Other departments have done with-
out some of the tools they have need-
ed,” Campbell said. “I’m nervous about
what we’re getting into. I'd like to help
these guys out, but we’ve also tried to
work bullet-proof vests for police offi-
cers into the budget and haven’t been

deadlock kills motion to purchase dog for fire department

able to.”

“I've had to cut a lot of good pro-
grams out of the budget,” Fuqua added,
“but my concern is always on what we
will do about funding a program like
this the next year. If you're asking if
we have $5,000 lying around, the
answer is no.”

Condray added the dog would be used
on most structure fires, certain vehicle
fires and wildfires,

Despite voting against partially fund-
ing the program along with Blacks-
hear, Campbell said if this were a nor-
mal budget year things might be dif-
ferent.

“If this is an area we're going to look
at (safety), we've come into some addi-
tional funds, let’s spend some of the
$3.7 million,” Campbell said.

Coahoma trustees
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Ave. Wednesday after several brief rain showers hit the Big Spring area. A total
was recorded at the USDA Agricuitural Research Station.

Meraid photo by Tim Appel
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calls for Forsan ISD
teachers to get rais

By KELLIE JONES was named to take his place. He
pal. Yancey’s promotion created
Forsan Independent School a vacancy the board filled with

Wayne Rotan. Rotan had been a
teacher and coach at Odessa
High School.

Trustees also joined the
Region 18 Service Center in
Midland. White said the district
will go on-line and join the
Internet. “We are also pledging
ourselves to provide two-way
audio and video courses for the
students to take college courses
and even some high school
courses through this two-way
system.”

White added the district’s
property valuation increased $1
million and there will be no tax
increase. The district also
renewed its contract with Kathy
Sayles to be the tax assessor/col-
lector for school taxes.
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By CARLTON JOHNSON

Staff Writer

When the city of Big Spring
decided to not renew the ambu-
lance contract of American
Medical Transport, but rather
award the contract to the Big
Spring Fire Department, several
questions were raised, which
prompted the formation of an
Ambulance Advisory Commit-
tee

Several citizens were not con-
vinced the fire department
could train enough paramedics
and ‘provide the service it was
promising, but thus far the ser-
vice has performed well, accord-
ing to-local officials.

The advisory committee,
charged with handling com-
plaints about the service, is
coming under fire, according to
firefighter-paramedic =~ Mitch
Gill, who thinks there may be
miscommunication

ing Tuesday’'s meeting when
Gill addressed council mem-
bers, saying several firefighters

hike lunch prices,
approve Isurance

By KELLIE JONES
Features Editor

Coahoma Independent School
District employees will see a
slight increase in their lunch
prices.

Superintendent Sonny Mon-
roe said board members passed
a resolution to raise prices for
breakfast and lunch five cents
to meet federal guidelines. The
cost for breakfast is now $1.05
and lunch is $1.85.

Trustees also selected Blue
Cross/Blue Shield of Texas as
the district’s insurance carrier.
The district pays for each

employee’s premium but the’

employee is responsible for any
dependent coverage.

" The district's portion went
down from $158.92 to $140.14 per

employee and Monroe said

although he doesn’t have final
figures yet, dependent coverage

‘To put a firefighter-paramedic
on the ambulance committee
is a conflict of interest as far
as I'm concerned.’

inary budget Paramedics complain of being under-

Gary Fuqua
City Manager

don't feel they are receiving
adequate representation on the
advisory committee and would
like to have one of its own (fire-
fighter-paramedic) as a mem-
ber.

Fire Chief Frank Anderson,
City Finance Director Tom Fer-
guson apd Emergency Medical
Services Director Brian Jensen
represent the department and
the city as ex officio members
in a non-voting capacity, but
Gill said Anderson is not a
paramedic and does not see
things from the paramedics’
point of view. As the council
tossed around names to replace
outgoing members of the com-
mittee, Gill suggested that
Jensen, also a firefighter-
paramedic, be made a member.

Gill was the No. 2 officer in

the Big Spring Professional Fire
Fighters Association when the
fire department took over the
ambulance service, but told
Mayor Tim Blackshear and the

» council that he was addressing

them as a firefighter and a citi-
zen and not as a representative
for the union.

He said the problem is that
the ambulance service is not
being allowed to follow its orig-
inal plan.

“I believe there has been some
deviation, by the advisory
board, from the plan that was
originally set up,” Gill said. “I'd
like to see a representative from
the ambulance service be a part
of the ambulance committee to
give you (the council) an ade-
quate representation of the EMS
staff.

cost for the employee will also
be reduced.

Monroe said, “A raise in taxes
for the 1996-97 is not a possibili-
ty. There will not be an increase
in the tax rate. Our property
valuation will down the least
amount since the early 1980s.
Our valuation for last year was
$145,797,436 and this year it is
estimated at $143,518,000.”

Howard County Chief
Appraiser Keith Toomire gave
the préliminary figure to board
members during their meeting
earlier this week. He expects to
have final figures by Friday
afternoon.

Toomire said, “One reason
why there was only a slight
decrease is because we re-
appraised the area. Cap Rock
put in new electrical lines with-
in the school district’s taxing

Please see COAHOMA, page 2A

represented

‘To put a firefighter-
paramedic on the ambulance
committee is a conflict of inter-
est as far as I'm concerned,”
City Manager Gary Fuqua sajd.
“We have a medical director
(Jensen) and a fire chief, and if
there is a problem with some-.
one not being happy with a sit-
uation they need to go through
the chain of command.”

“The problems we have on the
street are being misrepresented
by the time they get to the coun-
cil,” Gill said.

Several changes or additions
have added more of a burden to
the ambulance service accord-
ing to GillL

“One problem is we decided
what we needed to provide for
the citizens of Big Spring when
we first took over the ambu-
lance service and then we had
the county come on-line, we had
some personnel leave in the
middle of training and we hired
a billing clerk instead of going
with a billing agency as origi-
nally planned,” Gill said.

He added he has nothing
against billing clerk Cherri Har-
ris, but several items, including
the new contract with the Big

Please see CITY, page 2A

Deadline of Aug. 9 for SBA disaster loans fast approaching

HERALD Staff Report
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County and adjoining counties a
disaster area in June and set up
disaster loan work-

To be considered for a loan to

$1.5 million for disaster dam-
aged property. Business may
also be eligible for loans to
cover working capital losses
caused by storms.

The SBA will look at applican-




Cemetery.
' Mrs. Tucker died Tuesday,
July 23, 1996, in an Abilene
hospital. :

She was born on June 14,
1918, in Cuervo, N.M. She mar-
ried Louis Raymond Tucker on
Dec. 26, 1937, in Albany. He
preceded her in death oﬁ.::rﬂ
29, 1978. She had been a ell
resident for over 44 years, and
had previously lived in
Quanah, and Childress. She
was a homemaker and was an
employee at Fouts Dry Goods
for many years. Mrs. Tucker
was a very active member of
the Church of Christ.

She is survived by one son:
Kenneth Louis Tucker, Gentry,
Ark.; one daughter: Glenda Jo
(Mrs. Jim) Anderson, Big
Spring; two brothers: Floyd
Pond, Chillcothe, and Lloyd
Pond, White Settlement; and
eight grandchildren.

Memorials may be sent the
the Haskell Church of Christ;
510 N. Ave. E; Haskell, Texas;
79521.

Arrangements under the
direction of Holden-McCauley
Funeral Directors.

Lilah Laney

Service for Lilah Laney, 82,
Odessa, will be 11 a.m. Friday,
July 26, 1996, at the Richard W.
Box Funeral Home, Crane, with
Rev. Tommy Parker officiating.
Burial will be in the Trinity
Memorial Park in Big Spring.

Mrs. Laney died Tuesday,
July 23, at Midland Memorial
Hospital.

She was born on Sept. 14,
1913, in Stamford. She married
L.G. “Jim” Laney on March 19,
1936, in Cisco. She lived in
Crane for 38 yedrs and was a
member of the First Baptist
Church in Crane.

Survivors include her hus-
band: L.G. “Jim” Laney,
Odessa; two sisters: Jo
McLaurin, Buchanan Dam, and
Jean Graham, Big Spring; one
granddaughter; and several

nieces and pephews. ..

Arrangements under the

direction of Richard W. Box

Fu 5 :
Betty W. Brown

Service for Betty W. Brown,
67, Andrews, will be 2 p.m.
Friday, July 26, 1996, at
Calvary Baptist Church in
Andrews with Rev. Mike
Henson, pastor, officiating.
Burial will be in the Andrews
West, Cemetery.

Mrs. Brown died Wednesday,
July 24, in Midland.

She was born on June 4, 1929,
in Lamesa. She was a member
of the Calvary Baptist Church
in Andrews. She married
James Waller Brown on Aug.
19, 1945, in Springburg. He pre-
ceded her in death on June 26,
1990.

Survivors include one son:
Joe Brown, Hobbs, N.M.; one
daughter: Patsy Turnbow,
Andrews; one sister: Ina
Stewart, Big Spring; and five
grandchildren.

FUNERAL HOME
Teimity Memorial Park and Crematory

906 Gregg St.
Big Spring, Tx. (915) 267-6331

Nalley-Pickle & Weich

Altie Lee Moore, 86, died
Sunday. Graveside services
were at 10:00 AM Thursday
at Trinity Memorial Park.

Willa Cornelia (Connie)
Minchew. Services will be
11:00 A.M., Friday at College

Funeral service for Willa
Cornelia (Connie) Minchew, 58,
Big Spring, will be 11 a.m.
Friday, July 26, 1996, at College
Baptist Church with Dr.
Kenneth Patrick officiating.
Graveside service will be
Saturday, July 27, in the
Hinton Cemetery in Hinton,
Okla.

Mrs. Minchew died
Wednesday, July 24, at her resi-
dence.

She was born on Oct. 14, 1937,
in Hinton, Okla. She married
Jim Minchew on July 3, 1959,
in Big Spring. She was a mem-
ber of the College Baptist
Church. She graduated from
Big Spring High School in 1956
and from Howard College. She
had been a teacher’s aid at
College Heights Elementary
School for 16 years.

Survivors include her hus-
band: Jim Minchew, Big
Spring; three daughters: Danita
Potter, Norman, Okla., Delynn
Rau, Yukon, Okla., and Kama
Westerman, Saginaw; one son:
Kenton Minchew, Big Spring;
her parents: S.J. and Iva Belle
Kamm; one grandson; and two
granddaughters.

Arrangements under the
direction of Myers & Smith
Funeral Home & Chapel.

Coahoma_____

Continued from page 1A
area and new gas lines were
also installed in the industrial
side, so valuations went up.”

The district’s valuation was at
$370 million in the early 1980s
and has seen a decrease every
year with declining mineral val-
ues and agriculture losses. The
tax rate is $1.48 per $100 valua-
tion and the state’s limit for dis-
tricts to set their tax rate is
$1.50 per $100 valuation.

Board members also discussed
or approved:

* Accepted Merritt Insurance
Services .to provide ips ce
for students. The company :
cover any student involved

« Approved the purchase of 30
new computers from Computer
Solutions of Odessa. The com-
puters will replace ones cur-
rently being used at the high
school. The new machines will
be for computer literacy and
business education classes as
well as for the journalism
department to be able to do
desktop publishing for the year-
book. The old computers will be
placed in individual classrooms.

» Accepted the resignations of:
Ronny Lawrence, teacher and
coach; John Ivie, band director
and George Martin, junior high
principal.

e Accepted the employments
of: Charlotte Upshaw and Karan
Cornett as elementary school
teachers; Mike Tipton, sec-
ondary teacher and coach;
Melinda Marquez, high school
Spanish teacher and Dale
Weaver, junior high principal.
The district is currently adver-
tising for the band director
vacancy.

* Budget considerations for
the 1996-97 school year included:
continue charging admission to
subvarsity events, allow voca-
tional and ag teams to go out of
town twice a year for overnight
stays, rescind policy that states
the district won’t pay for meals
when students travél less than
50 miles for an event, increase
meal allotment from $4 to $5 for
students who travel, continue
efforts to control employee trav-
el and expenses that require
teacher or coach to be out of
class and continue current
funding procedure for cheer-
leading. The district would fur-
nish supplies and pay for cheer-
leaders to attend a camp and in
return, the girls would put on a
mini-camp for junior varsity
and junior high cheerleaders
upon their return. The uniforms
would be paid for and kept by
the cheerleaders.

The board will meet in a spe-
cial meeting Aug. 5 to begin dis-
cussing the 1996-97 budget.
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ly, fire engines had been rolling
on unknown medical calls and
car accidents.

Paramedics also respond to
calls for various reasons such
as abdominal pain, cardiac
arrest, stroke, diabetes over-
dose, respiratory distress,
seizures, fainting, and traumas
such as falls, assaults and motor
vehicle accidents, and Gill said
having more personnel at the
scene is better than not having
too little.

“People not trained as EMS
personnel are making decisions
for us,” Gill said.

The department began the
procedure of rolling fire engines
with ambulances to be better
safe than sorry. One example is
when the call “possible struc-
ture fire” comes in the depart-
ment automatically rolls three
fire engines, one ambulance and
one deputy chief is on the scene
as well.

Gill said he can remember at
least one ocassion when a fire
engine was turned around after
it was already en route to a call.

The question of why fire
engines roll with ambulances
was brought up by the council
in January when Blackshear
said he had a real problem with
sending a $200,000 truck behind
an ambulance.

He added a fire truck should
last about 25 years and he would
be more comfortable with send-

Ang 2, §70.989,.°8 $22.909. fuck

g: “ "Since “the' Bfg Spring  Fire
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PRt eTre 00K Over thretedry’
ambulance service Oct. 1, calls
have increased by 50 percent
and Blackshear said then that
the uent use of the trucks
will shorten the life of the fire
engines, -

Former EMS Coordinator
Tina Stone told the council at
that time fire engines run as
first responder units on all car-
diac and all respiratory emer-
gencies and some falls
(unknown medical calls) and
motor vehicle accidents.

On a cardiac or respiratory
runs, if an ambulance is not
available for a few minutes, a
firefighter /paramedic or emer-
gency medical tecknician on an
engine cah open an airway or
stop profuse bleeding if neces-

All fire department personnel
are trained in CPR and basic
first aid.

The pumper units are run as
first responders because most
fire stations are strategically
located and designed to respond
within three to five minutes.
Trained personnel on fire
engines will often evaluate the
situation.

About 60 percent to 80 percent
of most municipal fire depart-
ment calls are EMS related. For
example, at motor vehicle acci-
dents EMT's are required to
work on the rescue and whoev-
er is with them must supply a
hose in.case of sparks or a fire.

“We would like to work with
the council as far as the ambu-
lance service is concerned,” Gill
said.

He added firefighter and EMS
personnel just want their views
to be well represented before the
ambulance committee and
someone they work with on a
daily basis can do that much
better than someone who does

.;IN' BRIEF

"IF YOU HAVE ANY
CHANGES IN A SPRING-
BOARD ITEM OR FOR

+ MORE INFORMATION, CON-

TACT GINA GARZA, 263-
7331 ext. 238, BETWEEN 8
A.M. AND 2 P.M. Al
Springboard items mnst be
submitted in writing. Mail
to: Springboard, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big
Spring, Texas 79720; bring it
by the office at 710 Scurry;
or fax it t0 264-7208.

TODAY

*Good Shepherd Fellowship
Church, 610 Abrams, has ser-
vices 7 p.m. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

*Spring Tabernacle Church,
1209 Wright, has free food for
area needy, 10 a.m. to noon.

*Big Spring Senior Citizens
Center art classed, 9:30 to 11:30
a.m,, 55 and older.

*Al-Anon, 8 to 9 p.m., Scenic
Mountain Medical ter small
cafeteria.

eAlcoholics Anonymous, noon
to 1 p.m. open meeting, 615
Settles. 8 to 9 p.m. closed meet-
ing at Scenic Mpuntain Medical
Center cafeteria™

*Masonic Lodge #598, 7:30
p-m., 219 Main.

FRIDAY :

*Spring City Senior Citizens
country/western dance, 7:30 to
10:30 p.m. Music by CW & Co.
Area seniors invited.

eAlcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. open
meeting and 8 to 9 p.m. Big
Book Study.

*Signal Mountain Quilting
Guild, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church. Call
267-1037 or 267-7281. Bring a
lunch.

SATURDAY

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, open meetings at noon,
8 p.m. and 10 p.m.

*Nature Walk and Sunset
Tales 8 to 10 p.m., Big Spring
State Park. Call 263-4931 for
more information.

*Open birthday night, cov-

ey AR VAR

“This, is 'to ‘¢élebraté 'AA
‘sobéav%m days.” !

SUNDAY :
*Good Shepherd Fellowship :
Church, 610 Abrams, has ser-
vices 7 p.m. Everyone is wel--
come to attend. ‘
eAlcoholics Anonymous, 615

Settles, 11 a.m. closed meeting -
and 7 p.m. open meeting.
t MONDAY -
g Spring Evening Lion’s
Club, 6:30 p.m., 1607 E. Third. .
an Noyes, 267-5811.
oject Freedom, Christian
group, 7- p.m. Call 263 *
263-2241.

+TOPS Clubs (Take Off
Polinds Sensibly) 5:30 to 6 p.m.
weigh in and 6 p.m. meeting,

rriage Inn, 501 W. 17th. Call

1840 or 263-8633.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. open
meeting and 8 to 9 p.m. at the
VA Médical Center on fourth

floor.
TUESDAY

-
>
~
-
B
-«

- -«Comanche Lake Duplicate, 1

p.m., Dora Roberts Civic
Center.

*Most Excellent Way, a chem-
ical dependency support group,
7 p.m., Living Water Church,
1008 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
1424 after 5 p.m. or 263-3168
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

*Support Group for
Depression, 7 p.m., Dora
Roberts Rehab Center, Third
and Lancaster.

#Al-Anon, 8 to 9 p.m., 615
Settles.

«Narcotics Ahonymous, 6:30
p.m., St. Mary’'s Episcopal
Church. .

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. open
meeting and 8 to 9 p.m. closed
meeting at the VA Medical
Center on fourth floor.

WEDNESDAY

eLine d“l::c ll'eumu aro)
laught after (12:45 p.m.
m Senior Citizens Center, If
you are interested call 267-1628.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 6156
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. open
meeting and 8 to 9 p.m. 12&12

The Big Sprhz. b;o‘:-. The Il( lprluﬁ w

ing incidents during a two-
week period ending 8 a.m.

+ GRASS FIRE in the 3800
block of E. Interstate 20,
+ INVESTIGATE CONTROL

outstanding local warrants.
* FRANCISCO M. LUERA,
25, of 1800 was arrest-

BURN in the 1100 block of
Main.

ALARMS in the 300
block of Veterans Blvd. and
3400 block of Hudgins
Memorial. Both turned out to

be false alarms.

* WASHING MACHINE ON
FIRE in the 1100 block of E.

11th. Estimated loss was $100.

* TRASH FIRE in the 2500

block of E. FM 700.

e FIRE IN BACKYARD in
the 200 block of Austin.

Residents were trash.

* TRASH FIRE at intersec-

tion of First and Runnels.

* CONTROLLED BURN in

the 1700 block of Runnels.

B MARKETS

Oct. cotton futures 72.85 cents a
crude

hog
steady at 50 cents higher at 61

pound, up 20 points;
oil 20.82, up 14 points;

58.20, up 40 points; Aug. live cat-
tle futures 65.50, down 25 points.

Courtesy: Delta Corpovstion.
Noon guotes provided by Edward D. Jones & Co.
Index 5426.08
Volume 125,688,820
ATT 51% +%
Amoco 68% +%
Atlantic Richfield 118%-%
Atmos Energy 21% ne
Boston Chicken 2Th + 1%
Cabot 4% +3
Chevron 58% +%
Chrysler 27h +%
Cifra 1.33 1.37
Coca-Cola 463 +%
De Beers 2k +h
DwPont, ., :T9h+8h
Exxon Lo ol 88k
Fina 50% nc
Ford Motors 32% +%
Halliburton 55% +%
IBM 100% + 8%
Laser Indus LTD 12k +}%
Mesa Ltd. Prt 3ne
Mobile 112% nc
Norwest ask +%

 NUV o %

3 Cola 82 %

! Petroleum 40% +%
Polaris 27% +%
Rural/Metro 81 nc
Sears 41% +%
Southwestern Bell 49 -}

Sun 26 %
Texaco 86 >
Texas Instruments 41} -%
Texas Utils. Co 42% +%
Unocal Corp 30% -%

Wal Mart 23% -5
Amcap 12.53 13.29
Euro Paeific 23.62- 25.06
I.C.A. 21.82- 23.15
New Economy 16.04- 17.02
New Perspective  16.47- 17.47
Van Kampen 14.20- 14.91
Prime Rate 8.26%
Gold 384.70- 385.20
Silver 4.92- 4.96

BIN BRIEF

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
IS NOW offering free tubal lig-
ations and free vasectomies for
all eligible women and men.
Call for an appointment at 263-
8351. Limited time only.

ORIENTATION FOR ALL

|
E

e
i
l

i
!
i

g
g
i
?
:
g

!

H

I B2Bth.

ed for driving while license
invalid and possession of a pro-

« NORMA AUGUSTINE
SCHIEBER, 37, of 3038 N.E.
11th, was arrested on outstand-
ing local warrants.

* DEL RAY SCHIEBER, 26,
of 303 N.E. 11th, was arrested
on outstanding local warrants.

* RAFAEL LOPEZ, 51, no
address given, was arrested for
public intoxication.

« EUSEBIO MENDOZA
SAIZ, 57, no address given, was
arrested for public intoxication
and resisting arrest.

 SHELLY DIANE MAR-
QUEZ, 26, of 1101 Sycamore,
was arrested on outstanding
local warrants.

+« DON LLOYD BROOKS, 29,
of 1712 E. 16th, was arrested for
driving while license invalid
and expired motor vehicle
inspection. He was transferred
to the county jail and later
released on a $1,500 bond.

* LOUD PARTY/NOISE in
the 600 block of Goliad, 2000
block of W. Highway 80, 300
block of Tulane and 1600 block
of Lincoln.

* ASSAULT/FAMILY VIO-
LENCE in the 1500 block

* INVESTIGATING SUSPI-
CIOUS ACTIVITIES in the
1900 block of W. 16th, 200 block
of Runnels, 1400 block of
Donley, 200 block of E. 10th, 600
and 1700 blocks of Johnson,
1900 block of N. Monticello,
2900 block of W. Highway 80,
3300 block of Cornell, 1000
block of N. Main, 400 block of
S. Aylesford and 1600 bloek o
i 2 oanibnd !

) GM‘JBBF‘I‘ dn;the 1700
block of Wasson,

« BEER THEFT in the 400
block of Birdwell.

« DOMESTIC DISTUR-
BANCE in the 1100 block of
Sycamore and 1000 block of N.

¢ DISTURBANCE/FIGHT in
the 1000 block of N. Main and
2500 block of Scurry.

* BURGLARY OF A VEHI-
CLE in the 800 block of W.

« hibited

l50“28‘At1[.‘l‘ in the 4200 block
of Dixon.

« THEFT in the 1900 block of
N. Highway 87. ‘

« RETALIATION at the
Howard County Courthouse.
The complainant told officers
someone threatened her for

reporting a crime.

D
STON, 41, of Route 3 Box 92,
was transferred to ISF via the
Midland Detention Center for
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HARLINGEN (AP)

sively to U.S. workers instead of to companies
mmmmmmm pootllunlonom-

us. workers,” Bmc mamm Postal
Workers Union, WWVMWWWM;V “Our
la chchecﬂn(mnthnhnmyoullol&h.”

problem ‘started with a new mmmmwhkh
gives private businesses discounts for bulk mail already sorted
by bar codes.

Smmphmm»modmuaucomhhdvm
.tage of cheap labor. -

San Diego-based Envisions Inc. recently opened a mail-sorting
plant in Reynosa, Mexico which contracts to sort mail for 17 U.S.
companies. Reynosa is just across the river from McAllen, Texas.

Man to be tried for shooting hornedowl

WYLIE (AP) — A Collin County man insisted on a trial by jury
after a-misdemeanor charge of shooting a great horned owl was
filed against him.

Jerry Buford, 36, said he had a constitutional right to protect
his flock of prized Japanese chickens.

He was scheduled for trialtoday in the court of Justice of the
Peace Terry L. Douglas. He could be fined up to $500 if convict-
ed. The great horned owl is a protected species.

Defense lawyer Wyatt Lipscomb of Rockwall says Buford might
never have been caught and if he hadn’t picked up the
wounded bird and taken it to the Wylie Police Department for
emergency first aid.

“He didn’t know where to go or what to do, but he had real
genuine concern,” Lipscomb said.

Former lawman convicted, headed to death row

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — Former police officer Hilton Crawford
headed toward death row today after a jury decided he should
receive lethal injection for abducting 12-year-old McKay Everett
from the boy’'s Conroe home and then killing him.

““His life was cut short due to hate, greed and jealousy of Hilton
Crawford,” the child’s mother, Paulette, said in a lengthy and
touching statement delivered in the front of the courtroom after
the jury determined the sentence' Wednesday. Her comments
brought many in the audience to tears.

Crawford, a longtime friend of the Everett family and known
to the young boy as ‘““Uncle Hilty,” sat impassively next to his
attorneys. The more than 100 people in the courtroom stood as
Mrs. Everett spoke quietly but firmly.

“McKay was the light of my life,” she said. ‘‘The love and rela-
tionship we enjoyed was wonderful. Every day was special with
McKay. He made me feel like Cinderella.”

The Walker County jury that took just an hour last week to
find Crawford guilty of capital murder deliberated two hours and
20 minutes before returning with the punishment.

Godinez closer to transfer to Los mg

McALLEN (AP) — A fugitive acc of torturing a federal
drug agent and killing two civilians mistaken for agents 11 years
ago is one step closer to being returned to Los Angeles to face the

charges.

A federal identification and detention hearing held here
Wednesday cleared the way for Ezequiel Godinez Cervantes to be
transferred to California.

Federal authorities would not disclose when Godinez would be
moved, but Assistant U.S. Attorney Terry Leonard said it would
PoUkh §00h agpossiblelVA < = ¢1rua 9y

Godinez, 54, a native'efSéh J uan? » Is accused of torvdl

urdering twb Americans in whlle he belorigedt tb
the Guadalajara Narootia Cartel in Mexico.
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Drought Severity Index, shows
the Texas High Plains region is
suffering through a moderate
drought, while the rest of the
state is either in the throes of

drought has cost Texans about
$6.5 billion so far. Producers
and others who depend on the
massive Texas farm economy
should be aware of various gov-
ernment programs aimed at
them, state Rep. Bob Turner, D-
Voss, said.

“One thing that concerns me
is that when we get a little
shower, people think the war’s
all over,” said Turner, who said
he used to share bath water
with his brothers while growing
up during the 1850s drought. “I
grant you, it helps when you're
under that cloud, but this

vy

(drought) seems to be a trend.”

The approximately 150 in the
audience Wednesday at Texas
A&M'’s Agricultural Research
and Extension Center here
heard advice from state and fed-

officials about taking
advantage of existing relief
opportunities.

The U.S. Farm Service Agen-
cy, which has offices statewide,
currently offers nine different
programs that could assist pro-
ducers in need, from non-

* insured crop disaster assistance

to farm operating loans.

But the parade of speakers,
which included state Sen. John
T. Montford, D-Lubbock, and
statehouse representatives from
throughout the region, didn't
offer Paducah rancher Doyle
Parnell any new information.

“I was hoping they might get

Drought-beleaguered should prepare for long haul

around to something in terms of
financing this coming year if
this (drought) continues,” said
Parnell, who also farms on his
plot about halfway between
Lubbock and Wichita Falls. “If
we have trouble getting financ-
ing, I don’t know what'’s going
to happen to our rural commu-
nities.”

Parnell said he was aware of
the current federal loans avail-
able, but he said a short- or
medium-term loan doesn’t help
a producer who might be facing
busted crops and thinned herds
for the rest of this decade.

Other federal agencies offer-
ing drought relief programs are
the Rural Development Office,
Rural Housing Service, Rural
Utilities Service and the U.S.
Department of Commerce.

Famlly standlg behind suspect in church blaze

GREENVILLE (AP). — Rela-
tives of an African-American
teen-ager who confessed to set-
ting a fire at a black church are
declaring him innocent, saying
he never left their sight the
night of the blaze.

Mark Anthony Young, 18, of

the Church of the Living God.
“I really don't think Mark
knows what’'s going on right
now,” Young's cousin, Martha
Hamilton, said at a Tuesday
morning news conference at St.
John Missionary  Baptist

Church in Greenville. “Mark
has a very slow learning abili-

“He said he didn’t do it,” she
said.

Another cousin, Sandy Hamil-
ton, said family and friends
were gathered outside on the
night of the June 10 church fire,
playing games and talking, and
“he did not leave my sight.”

Federal authorities said
Young voluntarily confessed
“several times” to setting both
fires. He was arrested July 17 in
the vacant house fire and
charged Friday with the June 10
blaze at the Church of the Liv-
ing God.

Panel says state should do

AUSTIN (AP) — Texas needs
to do more to help provide
affordable housing for low- and
moderate-income families, a
state Senate committee says.

The committee’s chairman,
Sen. Rodney Ellis, described the
current shortage of housing as a
crisis.

“Texas cities rank among the
worst in the nation in terms of
housing for low- and moderate-
lncome tammes 4 Elus said.

uston, said that by

faiible ' hovsing

hceesslbla.  more people, “We
will provide security to thou-
sands of working Texans who
struggle every day to make ends
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Hh Semm Intergovernmental
Relations Committee on Tues-
day recommended three steps
for the 1997 Legislature to con-
sider that Ellis said would help
provide more homes for more
people:

— Find a dedicated, reliable
source of money for the Texas
Housing Trust Fund.

The trust fund gives loans and
grants to local governments,
public housing authoritjes, non-
profit organizations and

“He came in voluntarily, he
answered questions voluntarily
and then he left voluntarily,”
said Les Martz, special agent in
charge of the federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
in Dallas. “He graduated from
high school. He knows right
from wrong.”

NAACP spokesman Bill
Glenn, who did not address the
teen’s guilt or innocence, said
Young did not understand his
rights when he confessed
because he is learning-
impaired.

“He’s special ed,” Glenn said.
““He has a history of limitations.
It's common knowledge

throughout this small communi-
ty. He’s a member of our com
munity. So when I say he’s
retarded or that he has a low
level of function, I am in no way
putting him down.”

Glenn accused investigators of
violating Young’s right to due
process because they knew his
mental state when they ques-
tioned him and took a confes-
sion.

“Let me put this into proper
perspective: Statutory rape is
taking advantage of a minor or
someone with limitations, even
if they acquiesce, even if they
go along with it,” Glenn said.

more on housing for poor

citizens. Initially appropriated
$6 million, the fund has
received much less from the
Legislature in recent years,
amounts ranging from $600,000
to $1.7 million a year, the com-
mittee said.

— Provide incentives targeted
toward builders of residential
housing to spark affordable
developments in Texas Enter-
prise Zones.

zones séek to attract busi-
ses and jobs in depressed

You deserve a factual look at...
i’eace in the Middle East

Can it be achieved by yielding land and authority to the PLO?

lfsmthmtwoymsmdnhandshakebememYasnAmfatandehakRabmSmthen.lsmel
has made crucial concessions to the PLO in the quest for peace, most importantdy, yielding vital strategic
territory to it. The PLO has not corresponded. Murderous attacks on Israelis have increased to unpreceden:-

areas with state and local tax
incentives. The committee said
safe and affordable homes are
needed in the zone areas, but
builders and developers are
unable to take advantage of cur-
rent tax incentives. It suggested
tax refunds or exemptions on
labor and building materials.

— Promote public investment
in affordable housing by creat-
ing a task force to examine
housing investment options for
public pension funds.

The Root of the Middle East Conflict.
Many observers of the Middle East scene seem
to believe that the root of the Middle East con-
flict lies in the dispute between the Palestinians
and the Israeli Jews; and that it could be
resolved by Israel’s yielding its heartland,

Judea/Samaria (the

ed levels. sgmﬁcangthemmsmulmwmtoomphedmthmpmnusemabohshmedamem
its “covenant” that calls for the destruction of Israel. Can ultimate peace be achieved in this manner?
What are the facts? size is not of importance; it is the very existence

of Israel that is an intolerable offense to the fun-
damentalists, an unacceptable insult to Islam.
The fundamentalist Moslems—Hamas, Hezbol-
lah, Islamic Jihad, and all the others—-—do not
aim at peace with Israel or the recovery of some
territory. Their publicly declared aim is the
destruction of the Jewish state. The PLO, Israel’s

“West Bank”), and “Real peace.
creation of a Palestin-
ian state and by
returning the Golan
Heights to Syria.

..can only happen through has not disavowed

the Geza axip for the complete change of mentality, policies this; on the contrary,

and historical ambition in the
ArabyIranian block.”

“partner for peace”,

in his speeches to
Palestinians and other
Arab audiences, Arafat
constantly repeats his

They overlook that the hatred of the Palestinian
Arabs toward the Jews long predates the Six-
Day War, as a result of w! Israel acquired
control over the administered territories.
The Menace of Islamic Fundamentalism.
The clamor for yielding these territories to the
Arabs is the first step the immutable Arab

of (smaller than Llhemdﬁgan),can-
not be a threat to Or a menace to
d:eAnbt.AndmdudngmmryofIsnel
53‘&6°'°°° : likely moom; o

not seem to one ste
closer. The main reason that real lnoch!3
ficult to attain is the political cultural con-

i
i
E
B

about by Israel’s yielding its
only

abandonment o
meantime, and unless all Arab
and sign peace treaties, Israel must keep
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peace possible? Will Israel’s yielding land and authority to the PLO
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ritory’ peace—the Arabs’ acceptance of a Jewish state peaceful
to those who are still sworn to destroy it. It can
charige of mentality, policies and historical ambition in the Arab-
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calls for “jihad” (holy war) and for “liberation.”
Real Peace Must be Global. Another reason
that real peace will be difficult to attain in the pre-
sentcﬁmateisthumywmtdntcoukrl:e
artained in this round of negotations would be a
non-global one. The most fervent and irreconcil-
able enemies of Israel—Iran, Iraq, Libya and the
Palsumanrejecnonm—notonlydonotpuﬁd-
pate in the negotiations, but vehemently
them. Those few Arab statesman who have
amept:be.!ewi:hmandmeuomuthu

of Transjordan was assassinated by the rejection-
ists, so was President Anwar Sadat of Egypt, and so
was President Bashir Gemayel of Lebanon, all of
whom envisioned tion and co-
existence with One can hope that Presi-
dent Mubarak of Egypt, King Hussein of Jordan,
and Yassir Arafat himself will escape such fate.

presence on any part of “Arab ter-
co-existence cannot come

agreement
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The spirit of seven

It was as American as, well, apple pie. There we

were, a nation affixed to the television screen,

watching ... hoping ... praying that.these seven
young women representing our United States of Amer-
ica could do the unthinkable. ;

But was winning the Olympic team gold medal in
women's gymnastics really unthinkable? No, because
for so many years, young American women have
thought about winning the Olympic team gold.

Not unthinkable ... but in reality, perhaps unbeliev-
able. &

Perhaps there was more than a passing interest in
gymnastics this year, at least in our’ ¢ommunity,
because of what our own Stephanie Stewart and our
Sidewinders Gymnastics team had accomplished ear-
lier. |

After all, Stephanie is our own national champion
and maybe it is because of the attention directed to
her efforts and the efforts of her teammates that we
chose to allow ourselves to become one with the Geor-
gia Dome crowd ... oohing and aahing with every pic-
turesque routine and wincing with every miscue.

Women gymnasts don’t come in large sizes, but they
clearly come with large hearts. They also ¢learly come
with ‘extraordinary athletic ability, discipline and
devotion to excellence and to each other. That was the
unmistakable moral Tuesday when an American team
won a gold medal in gymnastics for the first time in
Olympics history.

The day’s unscripted drama — which ended in spills
and a heroic, tear-fetching performance by Kerri
Strug — began with a grace and beauty close to flaw-
less.tl On the uneven bars and during other parts of the

tation, the t@in bers were confident and
%llshed. Thm S‘ﬂgguraged them, the crowd
enco
seemed impossible they could falter.

But falter they did. Just when it looked like they had
the gold wrapped up, tiny 14-year-old Dominique
Moceanu twice vaulted high — and twice fell. The fear
was that this year’'s Russian team, powerful like Sovi-
et predecessors that had won the gold so often before,
would catch.the Americans, would pass the Ameri-
cans, would steal the moment. '

Fhen it was Kerri Strug’s turn. She vaulted, fell and
hurt her left ankle. A competitor in women's vaulting
can tdke a second turn to improve a score, and her
coaches coaxed her to try again. She limped to her
starting position, raced down the track, vaulted and
landed on hoth feet, earning a respectable score but

aggravating her injury. She lifted her left foot, then
‘collapsed on the mat in tears. Her coach, the grandfa-
therly Bela Karolyi, carried her from the scene, then
carried her to the podium for the awards ceremony.

It turns out that Strug’s painful leap was not neces-
sary to clinch the gold. The fact does not diminish her
heroism, just as her heroism did not diminish the
glory of the other six athletes. Together, these young
women have earned themselves a place in sports his-
tory that will not soon be matched and have remind-
ed millions of viewers about one reason they watch
the Olympics. It’s not just a chance to watch great ath-
letes or to cheer for one’s country. It's an opportunity
to learn something about the possibilities of the
human spirit.

It’s about the realization of an unbelievable dream
come true.
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By LEONARD LARSEN

Scripps Howard News Service

WASHINGTON — There’s not
the urgency of a fresh murder
investigation or even a probe
by homicide detectives going
back over their “cold case”
files, but there’s a stirring of
interest to find out — once and
for all — if Meriwetheér Lewis
was murdered 187 years ago.

That would be the
Meriwether Lewis of the Lewis
and Clark exploration of the
lands of the Louisiana
Purchase, a heroic tale that
ended — for Lewis — in 1809
when he was found dead and
was determined to have com-
mited suicide in the wilds of
Tennessee.

Or was he murdered? And, if
he was murdered, who killed
him? And why? And what dif-
ference does it make now?

It ly.makes no differ- .

ence af all. y nobody’s
going to jail and, chances are,
there was no clause in Lewis’
insurance policy — ifhe had a
policy — that barred payment
in the event of suicide.

But the Lewis suicide-or-mur-
der question is there, and it’s
cropped up before, most often
in the works of historians who
sleuth around in corners of his-

* evidence of niuk
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tory that aren’t exdctly in the
news anymore.

The trouble in the Lewis case
has been — as with a lot of
other mysterious deaths — that
there’s not much more than
suspicions and circamstantial
evidence: no smoking gun, no
fingerprints, no suicide note or
threatening letter, no neighbors
recalling an argument or a get-
away car speeding from the
scene, no confession and no leg-
endary detective examining the
scene to unravel the mystery.

In the latest round of interest
in Lewis’ sudden departure,
which came while he was on a
trip to Washington to report
something (maybe something
“secret’’) to President Madison,
it's urged that exhumation of
the body and scientific exami-
nation of whatever it is that
remains could solve the case.

That is to say a corpse buried
187 years ago might reveal real
for the
Lewis" “murder” theorists, '
some Wwhe've alréady offered'a’ '
motive, identified the murder
suspect and even named
Thomas Jefferson — the saint-
ed author of our Constitution
and our third president — as a
crooked politician who covered
up the crime.

It’s said it was Jefferson who

More privileges planned

By PAUL CRAIG ROBERTS

Scripps Howard News Service

The GOP, which cannot get a
presidential campaign under
way against the scandal-ridden
Clintons, is resorting to pander-
ing.

In deference to gender quota
advocates, the Stupid Party has
backed off its support of the
popular California Civil Rights
Initiative and abandoned its
own legislative bills that would
terminate quota privileges.

It has backpedaled from its
anti-abortion stance.

And, in the dumbest move of
all, GOP leaders (with the
exception of House Ways and
Means Committee Chairman

Bill Archer) are advocating spe-

cial federal income tax breaks
mrcruldentl of Washington,
D.C.

For millions of Americans,
Washington has become a sym-
bol of arrogant government

fts own selfish inter-
ests. the GOP could
choose the time when movie
audiences across the land are
cheering the destruction of the
White House in the film
“Independence Day,” to advo-
cate a 15 percent maximum fed-
eral tax rate for D.C. residents.

The bill, known to critics as
the “lobbyist and lawyer -
enrichment act,” would drop

Washington's six- and seven-
figure incomes from 40 percent
to 15 percent.

House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, R-Ga., Senate
Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-
Miss., and even Sen. Connie
Mack, R-Fla., have joined the
push to tax Washington’s multi-
millionaires at half the tax rate
applied to America’s middle
class. Little wonder Republican
presidential candidate Bob Dole
is falling further behind Bill
Clinton.

No matter how abjectly the
Republicans pander, quota ben-
eficiaries, abortionists and
Washington, D.C., residents are
not going to vote Republican.
By pandering to its opponents,
the GOP is turning off its own

encies.

The District of Columbia has
been losing residents for years
and the e plnndu'ul:

unal
of city finances by its politi-
cians. However, & 15 percent

every upper-ingome person in * --

country to
ashington as a legal resi-
ce whether or not they
spent much time there. The .
price of real estate would sky-
rocket as money flowed in to
establish residence.
At the same time, a low feder-
al tax rate i8 worth compara-
tively little to poor inner-city

Was explorer Meriwether Lewis murdered?

most prominently backed the
Lewis suicide story, suggesting
Lewis was in financial difficul-
ties and, in effect, defamed the
personal friend he’'d sent off to
lead the Lewis and Clark expe-
dition.

The Jefferson coverup, it's’
said, was to divert suspicion
from Gen. James Wilkinson, an
unsavory character who'd done
some shady chores for
Jefferson. It’s also said that
Wilkinson had reason to kill
Lewis to prevent Lewis from
spilling what he knew of
Wilkinson’s involvement in a
Missouri land scandal, maybe
telling it in his “secret’ report
to President Madison.

But wait a minute. If the the-
orists of Lewis’ “murder” are
rounding up suspects, what
about others? There was
William Clark, for example,
Lewis’ partner on the explo-
ration of the Northwest who

‘was promised an army promo-

» ! tign to captain but'remained a

second lieutenant. Where was
he on the night of Oct. 11, 1809?
And does his story check out?

And what about Toussaint
Charbonneau, the almost-for-
gotten husband of the Indian
woman, Sacagawea, who was
the Lewis and Clark inter-
preter? Could it be that

Charbonneau suspected some-
thing else was going on and
went after Lewis on account of
that?

Another likely suspect would
be another member of the expe-
dition, Pierre Cruzette,
described in some of the histo-
ries as a one-eyed man who one
day in the Western wilderness
“accidentally” shot Lewis in
the leg when he mistook him
for an elk. Likely story. Or was
he mad at Lewis and stayed
mad long enough to waylay
him in Tennessee?

There’s even an Indian chief
with what could have been a
motive for murder. Mandan
Chief Sheheke was said to have
been convinced by Lewis to
accompany the explorers back
East in 1806, a curiosity to be
shown off to what was then
American civilization. Before
he y got back home, Chief

for that.

There’s bound to more about
all this. Hope so. It'll keep our
minds off presidential election
politics.

(Leonard E. Larsen writes
commentaries twice weekly for
Scrlpp; Howard News Service.)

for Washington’s elite

residents, who would be pushed
out as Washington became a
city of multimillionaires.

Yet GOP backers of this inane
proposal describe it as ‘“‘a good
proposal to help the city.”

What about all the other
cities, and towns and rural
areas? Why should a city gain
tax privileges by running its
affairs into the ground with
incompetence and theft?

Nothing shows more clearly
that Republicans have become
part of the problem than their
effort to enact such a proposal.
They are inured to
Washington's practice of,
responding to the public’s loss
of confidence and affection by
walling itself off, like the
Russian czar, from the people.

First Pennsylvania Avenue is
closed off, and now 400 ming
oraged Lyt dog
city streets to protect
federal buildings from car
bombs.

From here, it is only a short
step to nnlzlad income tax
status. After all, Washington is
the seat of sovere . It con-

trols the power. Why should it
forego the privileges that rulers

place the tax burden on outvot-
ed interests. The Constitution
(Article 1, Section 8, clause 1)

explicitly requires that all taxes '

“shall be uniform throughout
the United States.”

But, of course, a privileged,
walled-off elite has nothing to
fear from a mere Constitution.
Even the justices sworn to
enforce it might be tempted by
the low tax rate on their six-fig-
ure incomes.

Seldom have the rich had
such prospects of a windfall in
the name of helping the poor.’

Americans have reason to be
thoroughly alarmed. Their
cherished equality before the
law is being jettisoned by lead-
ers of both parties. First it was
legal privileges based on race,
gender and status,
and now it is tax privileges
based on residence in the capi-

man of the Institute for Political
Economy, a distinguished fellow
of the Cato Institute and author
of “The New Color Line: How

Quotas and Privilege Destroy

Democracy” (Regnery
Pubiishing, Inc.)
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wmmomm Faced
with White House pressure
enna'dh‘bﬂlmmm
M 's liking, Republi-
lh‘-nul-
aﬂ
and

hrtheo-m: pncuany
dared Clinton to veto the mea-
sure. !

“Given the many promises
you have made to end welfare gs
we know it, a veto would repre-
sent a serious breach of your
word,” said a letter House
Speaker Newt Gingrich and

¢

Senate Majority

day.

“It would tell the American
‘i o R
thnnactbbdna'helpbthe
mm&m"

they wrote.

At the White House,
Mike Mccurry said:

“We remain very hopeful ... that

thlsbﬂlhhudodwwu'dsaslc-

nature and not a veto,” But he

uldnonmldechbnludbeen

qnluuuinxuﬁhraa e s L
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WASHINGTON (AP) — War
is likely to break out again in
Bosnia unless an international
military force stays there after
the current NATO-led peace
mission ends in December,
says the chief of U.S. military
in

u.s.
follow-on force may not be nec-
essary, even though the NATO
allies have cautioned that they
will stay after December only
if the United States does, Army
Gen. Patrick Hughes said
Wednesday.

Testifying before the Senate
Intelligence Committee, Hugh-
es, director of the Defense
Intelligence Agency, said,
“The continued presence of a
Western, or force from NATO
and other countries, is a
requirement for continued sta-
bility in Bosnia.”

Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., the
committee chairman, tried to
pin down Hughes on whether
he believed an international
force could function effectively
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“I hate to put a name, like
‘NATO’ or ‘the U.N, or ‘the
United States’ on this force,
but some force, and I think it
would probably have to come
under some international
coalition,” Hughes said, in
order to sustain the success
achieved so far in disarming
and demobilizing the former
warring factions.

“Now, from your intelligence
sources,” Specter then asked,
“what is the likelfhood of hav-
ing a force there if the United
States is not a participant?”’

Hughes replied, “I would say
that in terms, the con-
tinued participation of the

Intelligence chief
still sees danger
of Bosnian war

in such a

United States in some fashion
is a precondition by many
coun for their continued
involvement” in peacekeeping
in Bosnia. He did not name
those countries but was refer-
ring to the United States’
NATO allies in Europe.
‘So 1 would say that if the
.8. was pot present, the
pects for a viable interna-
ional force would be much
reduced,” Hughes added.

Last weekend Vice President
Al Gore said there were no
plans to participate in such a
follow-on force. Defense Secre-
tary William Perry has said
recently that he believes U.S.
forces should participate if
other NATO countries do, but
that he has not yet made a rec-
ommendation to President
Clinton.

In his prepared remarks to
the committee, Hughes called
the NATO-led Implementation
Force peace mission a success.
But he also pointed to several
remaining problems that could

geow ng-term stabil-
ty of ld nire
He mentioned, nmﬁ\étﬁnce

the tenuous Muslim-Croat fed-
eration that is supposed to act
as a political and military
counterbalance to the Bosnian
Serbs, as well as clashes
between Bosnian Serbs and
Muslim refugees trying to
return to their homes as is
their right under the Dayton
peace accords.

“These examples illustrate
the continuing challenge fac-
ing the international commu-
nity, and point to a trend
toward de facto partition of
Bosnia into at least two, if not
three, parts,” Hughes said.
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Tropical storm
kills at least 17,
typhoon builds

HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — -
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Semi-Annual “Clean Sweep”
Friday & Saturday July 26th & 27th

Lu.

some improvements in the bills
but still worriod that they might
weaken |protections for chil-
dren. Hé said he would work
with the negotiators resolving
differences between the House
and Senate bills.

Conferecs always have input
from the White House, said
Lott, R-Miss. But as the letter to
Clinton said: “We will not sup-
port any further changes that
result in the passage of a weak

The Repub can't lose,
said Gingrich, R-Ga.

“I believe that we win from
this point on, no matter what
happens,” he said, predicting
that Clinton would sign it
“when the spotlight is intense
w ”»

“That’s good, and it saves $60
billion” over six years, he said.
“If, on the other hand — h-ving
sent him a bill that w
dclhndandthatwdnm
Democrats can vote for — he

decides to veto it, I think the
country will understand just
how far to the left his commit-
ments are, and how impossible
it i3 to reform the government
with him as president.”

s

ublicans eager to put welfare bill in Clinton’s court

.Leader Trent made, -
o Muntbcnntononwms— Earlier, Clinton had huded

Divers find black boxes from TWA crash

EAST MORICHES, N.Y. (AP)
— Divers recovered the data
and cockpit voice recorders
from the tail section of TWA
Flight 800 early today, a discov-
ery that could provide vital
clues to what caused the jumbo
jet to explode.

'l'he so-called black boxes,
found in the largest concentra-
tion of wreckage on the ocean

floor under more than 100 feet of

water, were -taken to Washing-
ton for analysis, said Robert
Francis, the vice chairman of
the National Transportation
Safety Board.

Investigators will scrutinize
the information today as they
try to determine whether the
explosion shortly after takeoff
was caused by a bomb, missile
or mechanical failure. All 230
people aboard the Paris-bound
jetliner were killed July 17.

The boxes, which are are actu-
ally orange, were being trans-
ported in water and plastic bags
to prevent them from drying too
quickly, which could damage
the data, NTSB investigators
said.

The discovery came hours
before President Clinton was to
meet with victims’ families at
an airport hotel.

The recorders, which are car-
ried in the tails of jetliners,
were found almost directly
underneath a Navy search and
rescue vessel, Francis said.

NTSB safety investigator
Robert Benzon said the boxes
were “a little banged up. The
pinger was knocked off of the
flight data recorder but they
sustained, actually, slight dam-
age.” Both recorders are
designed to emit a “ping” so
they can be located.

Drug czar says former drug users
shouldn’t be barred in government

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sharp-
ening a partisan debate over
drug use by public officials, the
Clinton administration’s drug
czar says past narcotics use
shouldn’t be a barrier for those
interested in government ser-
vice.

‘“No Americans should be pre-
cluded from serving their coun-
try in any position as long as
they now reject all illicit drug
use,” Barry, McCaffrey, the
national drug control policy
director, said in a position
paper released Wednesday. “We
call upon the 50 million Ameri-
cans who have tried and now do
not condone drug abuse to join
in the nation’s anti-drug effort."”

While McCaffrey, who is a
retired Army general, insisted
the position paper wasn’t moti-
vated by politics, it comes as the
White House and Republican
lawmakers trade barbs over the
drug histories of politicians in
both parties. The White House
also remains embroiled in con-
troversy over drug use by cur
rent -and former political
appointees.

William Bennett, who held the
same job as McCaffrey as head
of the White House Office of
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National Drug Control Policy
under President Bush,
described McCaffrey’s state-
ment as “disappointing.”

Focus on the drug issue has
been intense in recent weeks.
Earlier this month the White
House revealed that some cur-
rent Clinton aides are regularly
tested for drugs because FBI
security checks revealed ‘“‘exten-
sive and-or recent drug use
found 1 ‘theit backgrouds.

u

e )

The recovery, coming .one
week after the crash, represent-
ed a major bmkthmulh in the
quest to find out what caused
the second-worst airline disas-
ter in U.S. history.

The voice recorder plch up
cockpit conversations and could
indicate whether the crew knew
about a problem before the
explosion and what action, if
any, was taken to try to avoid
the crash.

The data recorder picks up
such information as a plane’s
altitude, speed and various
equipment functions. It could
help determine whether a
mechanical problem brought
the plane down.

But Al Dickinson, the NTSB's
lead investigator, cautioned that
the boxes may not hold all the
answers.

‘“This is going to add to our

irdformation, bntlt’snot
hhoaaoMngot
Dickinson said.

brought ashore earlier Wednes-
day. Of the 230 people killed, 114
bodies have been recovered and
95 have been identified by the
Suffolk County Medi¢al Exam-
iner’s office.

Divers also beljeve they have
spotted at least seven more bod-
jes in the wreckage, Francis
said. '

NOTICE TO SANDS CISD TAXPAYERS

Below is a notice of meeting on tax
increase. The increase will be above the
effective rate. The actual rate will be the
same as 1995 which was $1.44.

Delbert Dickenson

Tax Assessor Collector
-9 5«756-2823

i

Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Increase

The SANDS CISD

The public hearing will be held on

August Sat 7:00 PMy __Sands CISD board room

will hold a public hearing on a proposal to
increase total tax revenues from properties on the tax roll in _1996 by _.07
percent. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property.

FOR the proposal: Bobby Wigington, David Zant, Billy Reed, Martin Nichols, Joe Barnes

AGAINST the proposal: -0-

None

PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Stan Blagrave, Reggie Hambrick

The statement above shows the percentage increase the proposed rate represents over the __ef fective
. The following table compares taxes on an average

tax rate that the unit published on

1/12/9%6

home in this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average home this year. Again, your individual
taxes may be higher or lower, depending on the taxable value of your propesty.

Average home value
General exemptions available

(amount available on the average home,
not including senior citizen's or disabled

person’s exemptions)
Average taxable value
Tax rate

Tax

MMMMMWW
percent compared with lnst year's tsges. Compering tax rates without
adjusting for changes in property value, the tax rate would __10CIoass
percent compared $0 kast year's tax rate. These tax

or .01

per $100 of taxabie value or

203991

Last Year This Year
$__30,483 $__30.466
s__ 10,000 $_10,000
B 20,483 s 20,466
$ 294.95 g 294.71

— [Rsm——
decrease m .24

rate figures are not adjusted for changes in the taxsble valne of property.
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