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Dallas Fed survey: energy companies more optimistic
Majority expects higher prices, balanced market by mid-2017

By Mella McEwen

mmcewen@mrt.com

After seeing crude prices fall to | 3-yeas
lows in February, prices now close to $50
have oil and gas companies feeling more
optimistic.

That was one of the main hindings of the
Dallas Fed Energy Survey released by the
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas

“Business conditions improved in the
second quarter, especially compared to the
first quarter, which was truly dismal.” said
Michael Plante, senior research economist
and project manager for the just-launched
survey. He said the key word from the
results 1s “stabilization.”

Respondents to the survey, which covers
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the Eleventh District of Texas, southern New
Mexico and northern Louisiana, said busi-
ness activity turned to a positive 13.8 in the
second quarter, up from a negative 42.1 1n
the hirst quarter.

“They re cautiously optimistic about the
rest of 2016, said Plante of the companies
participating 1n the survey. He said explora-
tion and production companies were more
optimistic than o1l held service companies.

Outlooks si1x months out improved, with
the index comung 1n at 19, up sharply from
the -24.5 reading in the first quarter. Expect

declines in ol and natural gas production

In the second quarter but at a slower pace
The o1l production index was -19.7, up from
-49.4, and the natural gas production index
rose 23 points to -24.7.

“For exploration and production compa
nies, when ol and natural gas prnices have
come up quite a bit and to E&P compa-
nies, the benefit 1s almost immediate. But
the pnces aren’t high enough to result 1n
more activity, he said. “Executives say the
outlook is better, but they ‘re not yet ready to
plunge into the pool.”

ed E&P capntal spending for 2017 jumped

40 points to 25.4, suggesting producers have

revised upward their expenditure estimates
tor next year, the survey said.
The companies also reported continued

While indicators suggest things looked
better in the second quarter, “the slump 15

still here. Employment 1s still negative. And

when we asked service companies about

pricing. their outlook was still negative and

they suggested pnices are sull depressed

yervice companies responding to the
survey reported declines in equipment usc
largely Hattened in the second quarter. with
the equipment utilization index nsing mor
than 50 pownts to come 1n just below zer
at -1.2

Reflecting a more optimistic outloob
r::npund':nh sald they expect higher com
lnndltjr prices by the end of the year, with
West Texas Intermediate forecast to averag:
%54 .80 per barrel The average Henry Hub
natural gas pnce at vear-end 158 52 63 per
milhion Bnush thermal units

Approximately a third of respondent:
think the o1l markets will balance by the ¢
ce FED 4 A
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Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

Members of Midland High's JROTC, Cadet Captain Dora Perchez, Cadet 2nd Lt. Melynna Morgan. Cadet Airman 1st Class Daisy Montoya and
Cadet Basic Angelina Jernigan man the Mr. W's Fireworks stand Wednesday off Rankn Highway

Seller: Fireworks dangerous because they are ‘explosives’

B Question-and-answer provides
tips for fireworks buying, finng

By Waseem Nabulsi

Wnabulsi@mrt.com

With Independence Day festivities
approaching, firework stands and stores
have begun popping up around the city.

One such store is Mr. W Fireworks,
located in south Midland. The store, run
by Midland’s First Assembly of God,
also has a fireworks stand set up outside
of the main store, with purchases from
the stand going toward Midland High
School’s Junior Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps.

The Midland choncr-Telcgram sat
down with Mr. W Fireworks employee
Jay Juarez to get his advice and input on
the use and purchase of fireworks.

Midland Reporter-Telegram:
What's the most important thing to keep
in mind when igniting fireworks?

Juarez: Always back away. | would
recommend probably 7 feet away be-
cause you never know — it is explo-
sives.

MRT: What are your personal favor-
ite fireworks?

Juarez: My personal favorite would
have to be “The Good Stuff.” It lasts
for two minutes, and we will probably
sell out of these because they just last
so long. You just light it one time and
it basically gives you a show. If anyone
was doing a show for someone else,
they would do this one last because it’s
pretty much the show-stopper.

MRT: What are the most powerful
fireworks that you sell?

Juarez: That would be the “Artillery
Shells.” The biggest break 1s going to
be “the Holy Smoke" and the “God’s
Wrath.”

MRT: Are there any restrictions on
when people can use their fireworks?

Juarez: | believe there’s no restriction
on when you have to light them. | just
think that you can’t light them in city
limits. Anything that goes up in the air,
you can’t do in city limits. It has to be
outside of city limits.

MRT: What kinds of fireworks would
you recommend for beginners”

Juarez: We have some assorted packs
with some (fireworks) for little kids and
then they get increasingly bigger.

MRT: Of the fireworks available to

purchase, which are the most danger-
ous”’

Juarez: They're all, to some degree.
dangerous because, again, they are
explosives.

MRT: Which fireworks do people
have the most accidents with’

Juarez: That would probably be the
“Artillery Shells.” Generally people
buy a lot of these and each (“Artillery
Shell”) comes with their own tube, but
people sometimes don’t change out the
tubes and so if you don’t change out
the tube and it gets super hot, there is a
possibility that it could burst within the
tube. It's recommended that if you're
shooting any more than 12 ("Artillery
Shells™)], go on to the next tube.

MRT: When does the city require you
to stop selling fireworks?

Juarez: | cannot sell past midnight on
the Fourth (of July). At midnight, on the
Fourth, | have to shut down.

MRT: When should people start buy-
ing fireworks?

Juarez: Now, because the third and
Fourth (of July), we are going to get
super busy and so we usually run out of
a lot of stuff.
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B Pump rally appears to have
peaked earher in June. and decline
expected to continue through rest
of 2016.

By Jordan Blum
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Gasoline prices may have peaked tor
the vear, already falling as the busy Fourt!
of July travel weekend approaches. o
cording to analyst projections

> m

the pump
typically
Op Ooul near
the end of MB!I aat sy ”Mnoem.m
June ach, .
| bership store): $2 09

absent major Cheapest in Odessa: $1 97
SWINgES In Average in Midiand-Odes-
crude o1l sa: $2.18

Average last week: §2 18
Average in Texas: $2 11

COSLS and
this year
Average in nation: $2 .29

gasoline
prices likei
will fall
throughout
the second halt ot 2016, according to a
forecast by GasBuddy. which tracks fuel
costs nationwide Gasoline Ccosts started
decreasing just betore the July 4 holhiday
In seven of the past |0 vears

"“This dehes the general consensus on
Main Street that Prices nsc ahead of a ma-
jor travel holiday.” said Gregg Laskoski.
senior petroleum analyst tor Gas-Buddy

Motonsts will enjoy the lowest Fourth
of July pnices since 2005, according to
GasBuddy. Nationally. pump pnces fell an
average of about 3 cents to 52,30

GasBuddy predicts the national aver
age will dip to $2.27 per gallon on July 4
down significantly from 2014, when the
national average hit $3.66 per gallon

The decision by United Kingdom voters
to exit the European Union will add even
more downward pressure to summer gaso
line costs despite record-setting demand.
Laskoski added. That's because the so-
called Brexit is weakening global econo-
mies, depressing oil demand and prices
Cheaper o1l — the primary feedstock of
gasoline — means less expensive fuel

GasBuddy projects that average gas
price nationally will again slip below $2
a gallon as early as November as demand
falls after summer and refineries begin
pumping out cheaper winter-blend fuels
The average U.S. price for gasoline 1s
expected to fall to an average of $2.21 n

Source: TeaxasGasPrices
com
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Willie "Billie” Chappell
Sewell Mills (Mim1) died

peacefully at her home on
June 26, 2016 1n Midland.

Texas at the age of 96

Billie was bormn on May
12, 1920 in Lakeview, lexas
o Valora Chappell and Tho-
mas Chappell. She graduated
from Tahoka High School
in 1937. After high school
graduation, she started al
Draughon’s Business College
in Lubbock. In 1940, she
was offered a civil service
appointment 1n  Ropesville,
Texas where she was an of-
fice Clerk for Ropesville
Farms Project until 1943

In 1943,
California to work for Rohr
Arrcraft Payroll Department.
where she worked for a few
months until her mother be-
came 1l
home to Texas she worked as

a Work Order Clerk for the |

Awr Installation office at
South Plains Army Air Field
until the base was closed In
1947

In later years. she worked |
various jobs to help support |
her family until Billie and her |

husband M.D. opened up
D-Jax Corporation 1n
Midland in 1972

She mamed her first hus- |

band, Harold Sewell, in 1941
while he was on leave from
the National Guard. They
were only marmied one month
before he was shipped out to
Australia during World War
II. Harold was aboard a

Japanese Prison Ship as a |

POW which sank in Novem-
ber 1944 resulting in his
death.

In 1947, Billie met M.D.
Mills and. in August |9,
1950, they were mamed in
Clovis, New Mexico. They
lived in Midkiff, Texas at the
Amerada Camp while M.D
worked for Amerada Petrole-
um Co. in 1952. There they
raised their three children un-

tl 0 Midland
1962. In of 1972,

Billiec and M.D. started their

own business D-Jax Corpora-
tion. Billie retired as the
office manager in 2000.

Billie and M.D. would then
enjoy retirement traveling
around the country visiting

all SO states. Billie was a

current member of the local
Colonel Theunis Day DAR

r, Ladies Auxiliary,
Vv Post 7208, Eastern
Star, and was a lifetime
member of the Texas PTA.

Billie also enjoyed her re- |

tirement with her seven
grangirls” and 11 great-
grandchildren. She will be
missed by many, but her
memory will live on with
each member of her family.
Billie is survived by her
children, Marshal Mills and

wife Sandy Mills of Toone,

Tennessee, Joe Mills
and wife Dianne Mills
of Midland, and Kathy
Whitaker and husband

Wayne Whitaker of Midland;
seven “grangirls” Stephanie

Strickland and husband Todd |

Strickland of Midland. Jaime
White and husband Andy
White of Granbury, Texas,
Brian Smith of Bolivar,
Tennessee,

in

|
[
|
|
'!
i
|

' Ashlee Smith and husband |

Heather Whitak- |

er of Midland, Roni Manley |

and husband Michael Manley
of Midland, Lyndsay Mills
of The Colony, Texas.

" and Briana Welch and hus-

' band Lance Welch of Mid-
- land.

and by |l great-

| grandchildren.

" mother.

She 1s preceded 1n death by
her husband, M.D. Mills; her
Valora Hamilton
Moms. her father., Thomas
Chappell. and by her broth-
ers, Clyde Chappell, Colbert
Chappell, and Jack Moms.

Pallbearers will be Andy

White, Todd Stnickland,
Michael Manley. Lance
Welch. Kenneth Whitaker.

' and Bobby Whisman

she traveled to |

When she returned |

Visitation will be held
Frnday. July 1. 2016. 5:00

Pickle
Home

I'he funeral 1s scheduled
for Saturday, July 2, 2016 at
1:00 p.m. at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Chapel. 3800 North
Big Spring Street. Midland.

Graveside services will be
held at Seremity Memonal
yardens, 6800 TX-349, Mid-
land. Robert Frazier will of-
ficiate the ceremony
cepion will follow at 2808

& Welch Funeral

. Delano, Midland, TX 79703.

In lieu of flowers, please

send memonal donations to

Wounded Warnor Project at
woundedwarriorproject.org,
or Alzheimer’s Association at

M.ALZ ORG

The family would like to

' thank Home Hospice, Home

Hospice nurses. aides, and
Corinna for their care and
dedication to our Mom and
MIMI

Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences may be
made at www.npwelch.com .
4 Nalley-Pickle & Weich

Funeral Home
& Crematory

(432) $50-5800

AP Photo/John Mone

Dr. Peter Hotez, Dean of the Baylor College of Tropical Medicine, shows an Associated Press reporter and video journalist areas of
Houston's 5th Ward that may be at high risk for mosquitoes capable of transmitting the Zika virus June 1 in Houston. The Aedes ae-
gypti species is typically found anywhere standing water can accumulate.

Health officials prepare for

By Nomaan
Merchant

Associated Press

HOUSTON — The
poorest parts of Houston
remind Dr. Peter Hotez of

. some of the neighborhoods

in Latin America hardest
hit by Zika.
Broken window screens.

- Limited air conditioning.

Trash piles that seem to
re-appear even after they re
cleaned up.

On a hot, humid day this

: " month, Hotez pointed at
p.m. - /:00 p.m. at Nalley- | : { P

one pile that included old
tires and a smashed-in tele-
vision with water pooling
inside. It was a textbook
habitat for the mosquitoes

' that carry and transmit the

Zika virus. and one exam-

. ple of the challenge facing

A re- |

public health ofhcials.

“I'm showing you Zika
heaven,” said Hotez, the
tropical medicine dean at
Baylor College of Medi-
cine.

Hotez and other tropi-
cal disease specialists are
most concerned about
impoverished urban areas
and along the Gulf Coast,
where the numbers of the
mosquito that spreads Zika

| are expected to spike. Tex-

s —

as already has dealt with
dengue fever, transmitted
by the same mosquito.

Zika causes only a mild
and brief illness, at worst,
in most people. But it

| can cause fetal death and

severe brain defects in the

' children of women infected

during pregnancy.
So far, Texas officials

' have reported 48 people

infected with Zika, all

' associated with travel. In

one case. the virus was

sexually transmitted by
someone who had been
infected abroad.

Public health officials
haye spent months prepar-
ing for what they are cer-
tain will be at least some
locally transmitted cases.
“It’s not a matter of if, it’s
a matter of when,” said Dr.
Umair Shah, the execu-
tive director of the Har-
ris County public health
department.

Florida and other states
in the South where the
Aedes aegypti mosquito
is present also are taking
steps to prepare. In Flonda,
for example, Gov. Rick
Scott used his emergency
powers last week to autho-
rize spending up to $26.2
million for Zika.

His action comes as
Congress remains stale-
mated on President Barack
Obama's $1.9 billion
proposal to fight the virus.
A scaled-back $1.1 bil-
lion Republican-drafted
measure was blocked in
the Senate on Tuesday by
Democrats opposed to its
denial of new funding for
Planned Parenthood clin-
ics in Puerto Rico, where
there already are more
than 1,800 locally acquired
cases, and to easing rules
on pesticide spraying.

In Texas, major cities
have sophisticated mos-
quito screening programs
and years of dealing with
other mosquito-borne
ilinesses like dengue and
West Nile virus. But local
authorities in most of the
state have limited or no
mosquito surveillance. The
mosquitoes they do capture
are typically sent to outside
labs, and getting results

Zika, but local efforts tight

can take weeks.

The smallest counties
often have a single person
driving around conducting
surveillance — “Chuck 1n
a truck,” Hotez calls 1t.

The state health depart-
ment has spent more than
$400,000 since the start
of the year to expand its
lab capacity and to buy
mmquitn traps. It also
launched a $2 million Zika
awareness campaign.

Shah said there are cuts
that can be made, “but
there comes a point where
you stretch people too
much.”

In Harnis County, which
encompasses Houston and
1s the third-most popu-
lous county in the U.S.,
officials aren’t waiting for
the federal government.
They purchased their own
testing machines and have
retrofitted two labs to run
tests only for Zika to get
results faster.

Mosquito traps are set
out on lawns and inside
sewers in more than 250
designated areas. Thus far,
no mosquitoes have tested
positive for Zika.

If one does, the county
will send out three-person
investigative teams and use
staff from other agencies
and volunteers to cledr any
containers with water and
other possible mosquito
breeding grounds.

Other counties don't
have the same capacity.

Hidalgo County, which
covers McAllen and poor
areas along the border
with Mexico, is using 12
traps to collect mosquitoes
for testing, county health
director Eduardo Olivarez
said. Officials also are

e — 5 —— o — =

trying to get residents to
clean up trash and install
window and door screens.

He is stymied by the
problem of old tires col-
lecting across the county,
apparently on their way to
and from Mexico.

The county has several
“colonias,” settlements
with recent immigrants
that often lack running wa-
ter or basic infrastructure.
Still, Olivarez says he's
not expecting large Zika
outbreaks because even the
poorest parts of his county
are less congested and have
more air conditioning.

“Do we have poor areas”’
Can we look at improv-
ing our areas? Definitely,”
Olivarez said. “But | get
people who get dengue and
West Nile, and they live in
air-conditioned homes.”

Against the backdrop
of the preparations are
memories of what hap-
pened two years ago, when
Texas was caught unpre-
pared when a Liberian man
arrived in Dallas carrying
the Ebola virus. It wasn’t
until two weeks later that
Texas announced a state
task force of Ebola experts
and agency leaders, and
designated a hospital to
real more patients.

This time, a 3|1-member
Zika task force is already
in place. The state says it's
better prepared to coordi-
nate with doctors, county
health officials and the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

“Ebola was totally
unexpected,” said Cammie
Williams, spokeswoman
for the Texas Department
of State Health Services.
“No state thought it would
be first and we didn’t have
the benefit of prior warning
or having an established
plan with time to practice.

“With Zika, we have
been actively working on
delaying or preventing it
before it’s really here,” she
said.

Texas researchers’ findings factor into abortion ruling Remains of 2 train

By Paul J. Weber

Associated Press

AUSTIN — The biggest
court ruling affirming U.S.
abortion rights in a genera-
tion scolded Texas lawmak-
ers for a lack of facts and
vindicated Republicans’
wonky pest: A team of
university researchers so
prolific in their scrutiny of
Texas women's health laws
that a state health official
lost his job for collaborat-
ing with them.

This week's disman-
tling of Texas’ restrictive
abortion law ended a fight
waged not just on ideo-
logical grounds but also
in spreadsheets tabulated
by a University of Texas
‘research team that ana-
lyzed the law’s impact on
everything from rural
abortion access to Twit-
ter traffic. The restrictions
required doctors who
perform abortions to have
admitting privileges at
nearby hospitals and forced
clinics to meet hospital-like

that more women may try
ending their own pregnan-
cies or were driving farther
to get abortions.

More than half of the
state’s 41 abortion clinics
have closed since the law
passed.

Texas Republicans often
said the researchers’ math
didn’t check out. When one
unflattering study in Febru-
ary suggested that funding
cuts to Planned Parenthood
restricted access to wom-
en’s health care, the state’s
head of health research re-
signed under pressure from

GOP lawmakers, who ques-

tioned his contributions to a
“deeply flawed and highly
political report.”

The anti-abortion group
National Right to Life also
said the Supreme Court
justices erred in taking the
research at face value. The
findings did “not necessar-
ily demonstrate as much as
they thought it did, would
be the charitable way to put
it,” said Randall O’ Bannon,
the group’s director of edu-
cation and research.

No state funding is used

role in their work.

“They have donc a re-
markable job — in the face,
| might add, of resistance
— to providing a full pic-
ture of information,” said
Wendy Davis, the former
Democratic state senator
who temporarily blocked
the restrictions with an 1 1-
hour filibuster in 2013.

Already, the high court’s
decision is reverberating
elsewhere in the U.S., with
Wisconsin and Missis-
sippi losing their appeals to
reinstate similar laws. But
none of the states that have
passed tough abortion laws
had quite the amount of
research as Texas did, arm-
ing abortion-rights groups
in legal fights and giving
judges data to chew on,
said Elizabeth Nash, who

studies state abortion laws
for the New York-based
Guttmacher Institute.

American Civil Liberties
Union accused state health
officials of “concealing™
statewide abortion totals
for 2014 in violation of
open records laws. Those
numbers are particularly
sought-after by researchers
and abortion-rights groups
because it was the first full
year that Texas' now-
dismantled abortion clinic
restrictions were in effect.

“If the data were final,
we would release it,” health
department spokeswoman
Carrie Williams told The
Associated Press in an
email statement.

Planned Parenthood and
other clinic operators say it
could take months or even
years for new facilities to
open in the wake of the
court’s ruling.

Daniel Grossman helped
kick-start the research
project in 2011 after the

state passed a law requiring

workers found In

Texas; 1 missing

By David Warren

Associated Press

DALLAS — The
remains of two crew
members who had been
missing since a head-on
freight train collision in
the Texas Panhandle were

' found Wednesday, officials

' said, and the third missing

worker is presumed dead.
The bodies were found

" in the wreckage of the two

trains near the town of
Panhandle, BNSF Railway
spokesman Joe Faust said.
One crew member is
still missing, and a fourth
jumped from one of the
trains just before impact
Tuesday: he is hospitalized
with injuries that are not
life-threatening, Faust said.
Work crews continued

and causing containers and
cars to tumble onto one
another in a pileup.

One train had earlier
stopped in Amarillo to re-
fuel for its trip to Chicago,
and that diesel fuel contrib-
uted to a fire that burned
into the night, Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
Sgt. Dan Buesing said.

“You have two engines
on each train with fuel
and the eastbound train
had st in the Ama-
rillo yard and may have
had extra fuel added for
the trip out east,” he said.
The westbound train was
headed to Los ﬂeles

Freight cars and contain-
ers of consumer goods

ok
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Things to do

B Storytme at the ﬂ
am. (bables 10 2 years),

T
.‘hﬂrﬂ

num.uw
b us/id.

B Teen Snall Mail Social, 24 pm.
Midiand County Public Library-Centen-
nial, 2503 W. Loop 250 N. co.midland.
b us/ib.

- 7pm.,
Atrium Lounge, 3904 W. Wail St

B Prophets and Outiaws at Hac-
enda Event Center, 12610 SH 191.
Haciendamidiand.com.

B Matt Caldwell, 9 p.m., Rockin'
Rodeo, 4400 N. Big Spring St. rockin-
rodeomidiand.com.

B Karaoks, 9 p.m., The Detour Bar,
1708 Rankin Highway. thedetourbar.
com.

Note: Check out the weekend en-
lertainment calendar in the Weekender

n today's edition.

Support groups, club
meetings today

B TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly) 5:30-7:30 p.m., Christian Church
of Midiand, 2609 Ave 694-8643

B Permian Basin Chub, 6
p.m., University of Texas of the Perm-
an Basin student union; Steve Dudiey,
556-1920; Brian Farrell, 288-7141.
pbec.50gigs.net, odessachess @
cableone.net.

B PDAP meetings, 78 p.m.
Parents group and younger group (12-
17), 1208 W. Wall St.; college group
(18-26), 2503 W. Ohio Ave.; older
group (27 and over), First Presbyterian
Church

B Bingo, 7-10 p.m., American
Legion Post 19, 501 Veterans Airpark |
Lane, 682-55611.

today |!

B Doug Russell Aquatic Center,
located at 900 Midiand Drive, noon 10
7 p.m. The lap pool will be closed from
noon 10 1 p.m. on weekdays for lap
Swimming

I Washington Aquatic Center,
located at 1601 E. Indiana Ave., noon
o7pm

The cost of entry at city of Midiand
pools is $3 per person, with free ad-
mission for children under the age of 2

Source: City of Midland
Freedom run

Registration is open for 5K Free-
dom Run, which is planned for Friday
The chip-timed race will startat 8 a.m
from First Baptist Church north parking
o, 2104 W. Louisiana Avenue

Proceeds from the race will benefit
the Midiand Municipal Employees
Scholarship Fund, a non-profit
scholarships 10 dependents of city |
employees. The entry fee is $30
through Wednesday and $35 the day
of the race. The first 200 registrants will
receive an event T-shirl. All registrants
will be eligible for the chance fo win a
GoPro camera, according 10 a press
release from the city.

To register, go 10 www.midland-
\exas.gov/freedomrun. For more
information, contact Gabe McClelland,

MMESF board president, at gmceciel-
land @ midiandtexas.gov or 685-7983.

Large item pickup

For residential customers, the City
of Midiand will pick up furniture and
apphances at no additional charge
These ftems must be placed in the

alley in the city right-ol-way. the city |
will not go onto private property. Do not |
place your flem next 10 the Dumpster
1 needs 1o be behind your home, in
the alley. These larger item collections
must be scheduled with the Solid
Waste Division. Please call 432-685-
7278 10 schedule this service

Source: City of Midland

::.----uru
home?

Miltary families can call 3520785
or email Vickie Gomez (zemogv®
cableone.net) when they know their
member of the miltary is fiying into
Midiand International Airport 80 the
Permian Basin Weicome Home Com-
mitiee can be there 10 greet them

Honor those who
served

There are many organizations in
operation right here in the Permian
Basin that are at the task of serving
all kinds of needs for present and
former members of our military. Some
of them are:

B Show of Support (687-2167)

B Honor Qur Truops (889-0177),
Reel Thanx (528-6633)

I Centers for Children and Fami-
hes (570-1084)

@ Miiand College Veterans Affairs
Office (885-4511)
Commite QOO

W Soldiers of Today and Yesterday
(631-3429)

Lottery

e 29-2
Pk ot 024
4-5-4
z:-r 9-7-94
' 2232
Daity 4 3895
4 night: 5-5-18
Five: 8-21-23.27-37
Lotto Texas: 3-7-22-40-44-53
Powerball: 23-29-37-60-64 PB 6

' *a lot

|

By John McCormick
Bloomberg

More than a third of U.S.
mmtheUK 's deci-

four in 10 of those who
have stock market invest-
ments say it will hurt their
portfolios.

A Bloomberg/Morning
Consult national poll on
fallout from the Brexit vote
on the western side of the
Atlantic also shows deep
concern about damage to
the global economy and a

general souring on “031.:
of companies outside

United States.

Despite evidence of un-
derlying anxiety about it,
the British action doesn't
seem to be weighing too
heavily on American
consumers so far, with 50
percent of voters saying
it will have no impact on
their purchasing decisions.
About a fifth say 1t will

. have a minor influence,

while a tenth say it’s likely
to affect their spending in a
major way.

The online survey found
most Americans are fol-
lowing Brexit news, with
28 percent of voters saying
they've read, seen or heard
" about the decision
and another 36 percent
answering “some’” to that
question.

NEW S

“With financial markets

taking a dive worldwide,

U.S. voters 'li.'ltiled
_margins say

‘Kingdom's du:inon will
hurt the U.S. economy, the
U.K. economy and even
the global economy,” said
Kyle , co-founder
and chief research officer
at Moming Consult, a
Washington-based media
and technology company.

crs—f'omy“t—uy

they don't expect the U K.
verdict will influence their
vote in the presidential
election. For the roughly
quarter who say it will,
almost half say it will
make them more likely to
support Democrat Hillary
Clinton, while 35 percent
say Republican Donald
Trump.

Among U.S. voters with
investments in the stock
market, 41 percent say they
think the Brexit decision
will hurt their portfolios,
while 17 percent see it as a
positive.

Many in that pool of
people — voters with
investments who see the
outcome having either
good or bad consequences
— are considering increas-
ing their cash or gold posi-
tions. Both are traditional
safe havens amid uncer-
tainty.

Four in 10 of those in-
vestors say they're inclined
to buy more in gold, while

Brexit economic fallout worries

iy
After closing Monday

at its level since
July 2014, gold slipped
lower on Tuesday as global
markets recovered some of
the ground they had lost in
the previous two trading
sessions.

Roughly half of inves-
tors who think Brexit will
have an impact on their
portfnhos — 51 percent —
say they're less likely to in-
vest in infernational stock
markets. Views on U.S.
stock markets are more
mixed, with a third saying
they’ll invest less in that
asset class, 30 percent say-
ing more and 29 percent
saying about the same.

The poll was conducted
Friday through Monday,
starting the day the out-
come of the vote became
known and as the U.S.
and global stock markets
recorded significant drops.

Those with higher levels
of education and incomes
are more likely to say
that the Brexit vpte will
hurt the U.S. economy.
Democrats are also more
likely than Republicans or
independents to hold that
view.

Opinions are mixed on
whether the decision will
strengthen or weaken the
“special relationship™ that
the U.K. and U.S. have
traditionally enjoyed. Just
less than a third say it will

Americans in Bloomberg poll

.
say it

it and 42 mm said they
don’t yet or have no
opinion.

America’s voters gener-
ally have a favorable view
of Britain, with 62 percent
saying they have a very or
somewhat favorable view
of the island nation. That'’s
a larger proportion than the
51 percent who say that
of Germany, another close
American ally.

The European Union is
viewed favorably by 39
percent of voters, with 29
percent viewing it unfavor-
ably and 31 percent having
no opinion.

While almost two-thirds
of U.S. voters are at least
casually following Brexit
news, understanding of
the 1ssue and election’s
outcome aren 't universal.
Two-thirds of those in the
survey correctly selected
that the U.K. had voted to
leave the European Union,
while 7 percent thought the

outcome was the opposite
of what happened and 26
percent said they didn’t
Know.

The level of awareness
jumped in the second half
of the survey period. Dur-
ing Friday and Saturday,
57 percent said they were
at least casually follow-
ing the situation, while
that number jumped to 68
percent by Sunday and
Monday.

. As defendant Shawn Custis, second ri
Semper, left, asks that he be given a |

Robert Sciarrino/NJ Advance Media via AP, Pool

t, hides his face with a folder while sitting in court, Essex County Assistant Prosecutor Jamel
sentence for the brutal beating of a woman Wednesday in Newark, N.J. Custis was sentenced |

to life plus 5 years by Superior Court Judge Ronald Wigler for the brutal beating of a woman during a 2013 home invasion caught on a

| nanny-cam home security video.

Man convicted of

beating caught on nanny
cam gets life term

By David Porter

Associated Press

TRAIN
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same track.

TheNmomlTrlnzpor
tation Board and
Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration are investigating the
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on GPS, wireless radio
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NEWARK, N.J. — A judge
sentenced a career criminal to life in
prison Wednesday for a brutal home
invasion beating caught on a nanny
cam after listening to the victim
describe how the attack left her with
physical and psychological scars.

Ing television, with her infant son
sleeping upstairs. The woman was
punched and kicked repeatedly and
thrown down a flight of stairs. The
children weren’t physically injured.
Approaching the bench to describe
how the crime has affected her, the
woman said she suffered a fractured
bone in her back and facial injunes
and remains so traumatized that she

train positions and au-
tomatically slow or stop
trains that are in danger of
colliding, derailing due to
excessive speed or about to
enter track where crews are
workin u'thnhotlm
wise off limits.
At least three
milmuhhlveuid Il
need an extension to 2020.
Faust said the collision

ilhtypodmm
can

prevent and that BNSF
is"wy“!-hl

years to Custis’ life sentence for
the child endangerment conviction.
Custis won't be eligible for parole

for more than 60 years.

Prosecutors had sought a life sen-
tence for the Newark resident based
on a cniminal past Wigler termed
“rather staggering.’
arrests and 17 felony convictions
before the 2013 attack in Millburn,

a suburban town several miles from
Newark.

One of the previous convictions
was for a 1990s home invasion
similar to the attack in Millburn,
according to Assistant Essex County
Prosecutor Jamel Semper.

“Half-measures of leniency haven't
worked to deter this defendant,”
Semper told the judge.
almost as many arrests as he’s had
birthdays.”

Custis’ attorney argued during

"It included 38

“He has

Shawn Custis said nothing dur- has been unable to return to work and ! rgu mng
ing the hearing and held a folder of has had to move her family. the lrml that the police investigation
rs in front of his face during the “I carry a personal atarm even was biased because a white officer
proceeding to block photographers when | am in the comfort of my own  responding to the crime scene was
from taking his picture. home,” said the woman, who pros- heard on video using a racial slur.
The woman, who testified against  ecutors asked not be identified. “1 am  Custis is black.
Custis during the trial, ped and in my own prison. | haven’t opened a Prosecutors countered that four
sobbed in the l.g: window in my house in two years.” women who knew Custis identified
Superior Court .ludge Ronald Wigler A jury convicted Custis on June | him after seeing the video of the
the sentence and referred of aggravated assault, child endan- attack on television, and DNA tests
to the 45-year-old man as “vicious, germent, robbery, burglary, criminal  showed blood found on his jeans
ved and evil.” restraint and theft. But the panel belonged to the victim.
2013 attack lasted several acquitted him of the most serious Defense John McMahon
minutes and started while the woman  charge, attempted murder. said Custis maintains his innocence
was sitting with her daughter watch- Wigler added an additiopal five and plans to appeal.
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year
Cytulik Sr. and is being held
at Midland County Deten-
tionCcnlcr woordingl.oa

" Midiand police and fir
&mnmmdmgtn

the press release, responded
to reports of a stabbing at

approximately 7:57 p.m.
Tuesday at the Summerhill
Apartments, located in the
3000 block of Midland
Drive. Upon ammival, they
found Cytulik, a resident of
the apartment complex, with
multiple stab wounds in the
area of the apartment’s pool.
He was transported with
multiple stab wounds on

his torso and was declared
deceased at the hospital
shortly after as a result of his
Injunes.

Lucatero, according to
MPD, fled the scene on foot
and matched descriptions
given by several witnesses
dunng the investigation. A
bicycle left near the crime
scene led police to Lu-
catero’s nearby residence n
the 4400 block of Andrews
Highway, where police

' located and arrested him
. overnight. Detectives ex-

l

ecuted a search warrant and
found bloodied clothing and
a weapon matching descrip-
tions given by witnesses at
the apartment complex.

The investigation into the
incident, including motive,
1s ongoing and next of Kin
has been notified.

Man going to prison for
sexual assault of a child

A Midland County jury
sentenced Alexander Martin
Whitehead, 27, to seven
years in prison Tuesday
after finding him guilty of
aggravated sexual assault of
a child, according to a press
release from the Midland
County District Attorney’s
Ofhce.

The report shows White-
head was found guilty on
Monday. The jury heard
evidence that Whitehead
sexually assaulted a female
family member in the
summer of 201 1. Midland
County assistant district
attorneys Laura Nodolf,
Whitney Gniffith and Re-
becca Patterson prosecuted

' the case.
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- of this year and 70 percent

believe that balance will be
reached by the second quar-
ter of 2017 and 90 percent
expecting a balanced market
by the end of 2017.

quarter, Plante said there

was a /5 percent response
rate. He noted that partici-

pation is voluntary. “They
take the survey because they
want to participate,” he said.
Data for the second quar-
ter survey were collected
June 15-23, and 152 energy
firms responded to the sur-
vey. Of the respondents,
67 were E&P firms and 85
were service companies.

“I will be interested in the
third quarter results-and see-
ing if they're more positive,”
Plante said.

The Dallas Fed will re-
lease its third quarter results

Sept. 28.

Gas

From 1A -

st, $2.02 in October
$l. BSmDemher
to GasBuddy.
The national a
bottomed out below $1.70
a gallon in February and
hit nearly $2.40 earlier in
June. In the Houston area,
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T'he Washington Post

As Hillary Clinton tries
to put to rest the controver-
sy over her private email
server that has ed her
presidential gn,
she has y cited
her willingness to make
her work correspondence

blic as evidence that she

as nothing to hide.

“I have provided all of
my work-related emails,
and I've asked that they be
made public, and | think
that demonstrates that |
wanted to make sure that
this information was part
of the official records,”
she told ABC News last
month.

But disclosures over the
past several weeks have
revealed dozens of emails
related to Clinton’s official
duties that crossed her
private server and were
not included in the 55,000
pages of correspondence
she turned over to the
State Department when the
agency sought her emails
in 2014.

At least 69 such emails
have come to light so far,
many of them through
public-records lawsuits
brought by the conserva-
tive group Judicial Watch.

In one email released by
Judicial Watch on Mon-
day, Clinton queried aide
Huma Abedin and another
staffer about how her of-
ficial records were being
maintained. "I have just
realized | have no idea how
my papers are treated at
State. Who manages both
my personal and official
ﬁlc\” she wrote on March
22, 2009.

A 2010 Clinton email,
which was disclosed last
month by the State Depart-
ment’s inspector general
but had not been submitted
by the former secretary, ap-
pears to show that she was
concerned about ensuring
privacy for her personal
emails if she was given
an official government
account.

“Let’s get separate
address or device but |
don’t want any risk of the
personal being accessible,”
Clinton wrote.

The newly disclosed
gaps in Clinton’s corre-
spondence raise questions
about the process used by
the presumptive Democrat-

ic presidential nominee and
her lawyers to determine
which emails she turned
over to the department.

Clinton has said she de-
leted nearly 32,000 emails
from her time as secretary
because they were purely
personal, dealing with such
matters as arrangements
for her daughter’'s wedding
and her yoga routine.

But Republicans have
said there is no way to
know whether Clinton
also deleted potentially
embarrassing work-related
emails.

The State Department
has released redacted cop-
ies of the emails Clinton
handed over.

The newly disclosed
emails have emerged as
the agency has released
copies of Abedin’s corre-
spondence, which in some
cases includes previously
undisclosed exchanges
with Clinton.

Brian Fa.llon a Clinton

Fokcsman said
lhal Clinton and Abe-

din Vlded “all pote

ually work- related cmalls
in their possession” to the
State Department.

Fallon added: “We un-
derstand Secretary Clinton
had some emails with
Huma that Huma did not
have, and Huma had some
emails with Secretary Clin-
ton that Clinton
did not have.”

The email controversy
has haunted Clinton’s
candidacy for more than
a year and contributed to
her rising unfavorable poll
numbers.

Presumptive R?ublican

UN

~ sworn testimony from

Abedin, a Clinton con-
fidante and former State
Department deputy chief
of staff.

A transcript of the ses-
sion could be released as
carly as this week and is
likely to provide new infor-
mation t Clinton's
email setup.

Another former top aide,
Undersecretary for Man-
agement Patrick Kennedy,
was o be interviewed
Wednesday. Judicial Watch
has also requested permis-
sion to interview Clinton
herself.

The group will also re-
ceive hundreds of addition-
al pages of emails sent and
received by Abedin using
a personal email account
routed through Clinton’s
personal server.

Abedin turned those
records over to the State
Department in 2015, and
the department, in turn, is
under a court order requir-
ing that they be released to
Judicial Watch in monthly
batches over the next year.
That process could well
result in the publication of
additional emails that Clin-
ton had not provided to the
State Department.

Meanwhile, an FBI in-
vestigation into the securi-
ty of Clinton’s email server
has yet to be resolved.

Clinton filed a sworn
statement to a federal
judge certifying that she
submitted all emails in
her possession that might
have been federal records
to the State Department in
December 2014,

Her campaign has said
she no longer had access
to some of her emails, par-
ticularly from her first two
months in office, while she
was transitioning into the
role and switching from
an account linked to her
AT&T BlackBerry to one
routed through her home
server. But her spokesman
has not provided a full
explanation for all of the
gaps.

Judicial Watch President
Tom Fitton said that the
growing number of Clinton
work emails that she did
not turn over undermined

her vows of

“The most charitable ir
terpretation is that the pro-
cess she and her attorneys
used to cull government
emails from the emails she
took with her didn’t work,”
he said. “The less chari-
table interpretation is that
these emails were not help-
ful to Mrs. Clinton, so they
were not turned over.”

In a statement Monday
night, the Trump campaign
cited new emails released
by Judicial Watch as a sign
that Clinton had “lied”
about turning over all her
work-related correspon-
dence. “We now know that
Clinton’s repeated asser-
tion that she turned over
everything work-related
from her time at the State
Department is not true,”
the campaign said.

In a report issued last
month about Clinton’s
email practices, the State
Department inspector
general’s office formally
concluded that Clinton’s
production of emails had
been “incomplete.”

Among the gaps, the
G found, were all emails
Clinton sent and received
between Jan. 21, 2009,
when she took office, and
March 17, 2009.

The 1G said emails were
also missing that Clinton
sent from the start of her
term until Apnil 12, 2009.

Among those the 1G said
she had not turned over
were |9 emails exchanged
with Gen. David Petraeus
in January and February
2009.

Approximately 15 ad-
ditional emails that Clinton
exchanged with informal
adviser Sidney Blumen-
thal were turned over by
Blumenthal to the House
committee investigating
the 2012 attacks on U.S.
outposts in Benghazi,
Libya, but did not appear
among the emails she had
turned over.

The State Department
has not addressed the
gaps in Clinton’s emails
other than to note that it 1s
methodically responding
to public records requests
as they are received, which
has included releasing all
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Disclosures of new Clinton emails
raise questions about her transparency

of Clinton’s emails, as
well as some emails from
Abedin and other aides.

A steady stream of inter-
nal State Department docu-
ments released in response
to publu: records requests
promises new revelations
until Election Day about
Clinton’s leadership of the
department.

One series of documents
requested by Citizens
United and then published
by ABC News and other
news organizations appears
to show that Clinton's top
staff intervened to appoint
a Democratic donor to
a sensitive arms control
advisory panel even though
the donor, a Chicago
securities trader, had no
experience in the field.

The emails show that
some State Department
staffers were initially
puzzled when they re-
ceived questions regarding
the appointment of Rajiv
K. Fernando to the Inter-
national Security Advisory
Board in 2011. *“The true
answer,” one official wrote
at the time, explaining the
inclusion of Fernando on
a list of candidates, is that
Clinton’s chief of staff
Cheryl Mills “added him."

Fernando had also been
a major donor to the Clin-
ton Foundation, the global
chanty started by forme:
president Bill Clinton.

He resigned the board
position shortly after ABC
News inquired about the
appointment in 2011

Clinton campaign
spokesman Nick Mer-
rill noted the board was a
volunteer advisory panel,
its charter called for mem-
bers with a diverse set of
experiences, and that this
was one of several foreign
policy-onented organiza-
tions with which Fernando

was 1involved.
Fernando could not be
reached for comment.
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Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., talks about his

controlled Congress during an interview with The Associated

AP fie photo .

agenda for a GOP-

Press on Capitol Hill on Dec. 17, 2014 in Washington. McConnell
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presidential
way, the close-

. Trump's polar opposite in aimost every
., uncharismatic 74-year-oid finally got his

dream Job just last year and is trying 10 keep it, even if a Trump
backiash provokes a Democratic tidal wave in November

McConnell bids to
shelter GOP senators
‘from Trump upheaval

By Erica Werner

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sen-
ate Majonty Leader Mitch
McConnell 1s wrestling
with an unenviable, argu-
ably impossible task this

| election year: protecting

Senate Republicans from
the political upheaval
caused by Donald Trump's
presidential candidacy.

If he fails it won’t be for
lack of preparation, hard

. work and cold-blooded
- political calculation.

In many ways Trump's

polar opposite, the close-
. mouthed, deliberate.

Midland Magazine’s

unchansmatic McConnell
maneuvered into his dream

- Job as majonty leader just

. last year, and has been

. working every angle to

~ ensure he hangs onto it even

if a backlash against Trump

. provokes a Democratic
tidal wave. If they keep the

presidency, Democrats need
to pick up four Senate seats

to take back the majonty

For McConnell, 74,
| avoiding that outcome
means running a Senate

. schedule designed to assist

a handful of vulnerable
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Midland Magazine's 20 Under 40, presented by My Com

GOP incumbents in states
such as Pennsylvama, New
Hampshire and Ohio. He's
allowing them to take votes
and stack up accomplish-
ments on 1ssues hke opiond
addiction that they can brag
about to voters back home
“It's cenainly helped me.”
said one of these lawmak
ers. Sen. Ron Johnson of
Wisconsin.

It means having the
foresight to push for an
independent super PAC
run by alhies that 1s focused
solely on Senate Republ)
cans, butlt on a mode! that
helped McConnell himself
to a resounding re-election
win in Kentucky two years
ago. The Senate Leadership
Fund, run by his former
chief of staff Steven Law
announced this week 1t was
reserving nearly $40 milhon
in air ume for the fall in hve
states

And 1t means a delicate
dance with Trump. whom
he was quick to endorse 1n
May. declanng that Trump
had “won the old-fashioned
way — he got more votes
than anybody else.” The

Please see GOP/A

Union, is an annual recognition program for Midland's emer

The program showcases young, dynamic leaders living or work Midla
County who are under the age of 40. The program recognizes indivia

who have distinguished themselves in their careers and/or in the community

To nominate a deserving Midlander, visit
mrt.com/midland_magazine/20under40

Don't wait! Nomination must be recieved by August 1.

The 20 individuals selected for the 20 Under 40 honor will be featured in

Midland Magazine’s Sept. /5

S

*20 Under 40 nominees must be 39 years or under as of Dec 31
be nominated by a family member
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For conservatives, this is a time for resistance

B The business model for Trump
supporters is to provide alibis

for the least conservative GOP
presidential nominee in history

n his resignation speech following
Great Britain's vote to divorce from the

European Union, Prime Minister David
Cameron claimed several achievements
by his government: reforming welfare and
education; increasing development assis-
tance to “the poorest people in the world™;
and “enabling those who love each other
to get married, whatever their sexuality.”
He also mentioned “building a bigger
and stronger society” — a reference to
his “Big Society” ideological framework,
which sought to empower local people
and communities as an alternative both to
centralized bureaucracies and to hbertar-
1an indifference.

What is remarkable about Cameron's
definition of success 1s how utterly discon-
nected it 1s from the deep. visceral popu-
list trends that have come to dominate his
party and now his country. Cameron had
attempted to define a post- Thatchente
conservative vision “integrating the free
market with a theory of social sohidanty.”
But this was swept away. not so much by
an alternative argument — the economic
case against the Brexit is overwhelming

but by powerful. ethno-nationalist in-
stincts. In retrospect, Cameron’s project of
ideological renovation was hopeless, even
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of reasons why a person can be excused from performing

this civic duty. However, as the Reporter-Telegram reported
Wednesday. the 17.5 percent response rate this week and less than |
X() percent rate over the past five years has little to do with that lhist.
It's because there are too many people in Midland County who

I'here 1s plenty of evidence that the Obama administration less
than two months before the November 2012 election tned to come
up with a less damning explanation for the attack in Benghazi,
Libya. that killed four Americans. Ben Rhodes was the author of
a memo that sought immediately to elevate the anti-Mushim video |
as the official narrative. The president stuck to that cover story up
through his Sept. 25 speech at the United Nations, long after we
understood this was a planned attack, the outgrowth of the chaos
festering in the wake of the overthrow of Moammar Gadhah.

Republicans investigating the Benghazi attack soon got lost in I
the weeds of the debacle, although their basic understanding was
correct: It was far better for the White House politically to attn-
bute all this to a fluke. a video. than to acknowledge that its Libya
policy was a disaster, and moreover, that Islamic jthadism was |

The Benghazi Select Committee report, as The Washington
Post's Josh Rogin points out. reveals little in the way of new infor-
mation other than that then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was
planning a trip to Benghazi: “"Republicans see the revelation that |
Clinton was planning a trip to Libya and that (Ambassador Chris-
topher) Stevens wanted to make the Benghazi mission permanent
as evidence that she was trying to cement her legacy as a major
proponent of the intervention to topple Moammar Gadhafi, but
ignored several signs that the facility was unsafe.” Well, yes, but
Republicans already made the point that Clinton wanted Libya to

The newest revelation actually suggests Clinton was unaware
of how serious the security situation was. (Otherwise, why go?)
And here 1s an illustration of how the Republicans have repeatedly
missed the key failures at the heart of the Libyan episode:

@ The president had no interest in dedicating forces and prepar-
ing an after-victory plan in Libya, where he never wanted to act.

'his was the exact error Democrats accused Republicans of mak- lerms.
Britain gave us Magna Carta and such founda-

tional thinkers on the road to democratic rule as
John Locke, Algernon Sidney and John Milton. It
resisted centralizing monarchs in the turbulence of
the 17th century, and defeated continental threats
to its sovereignty emanating from Spain (King
Philip II), France (N
ler). Should it be shocking that it said “no thanks”
to continuing to subsume itself in a budding Euro-
pean superstate”’

Maintaining British sovereignty, broadly con- tem
strued, was the overwhelming rationale for Brexit.  new
According to a survey by l.ord Ashcroft Polls, 49
percent of leave voters said the biggest reason for
exiting the EU was “that decisions about the U K.
should be taken in the U.K."” Another 33 percent
said it was the best way to regain power over the
U.K.'s borders, and 13
the U.K. couldn’t control how the EU “expanded
its membership or its powers.”

All the critics of Brexit see in the vote, though,
. There is no doubt that Henry

@ Clinton was at best a negligent manager, too removed from the
wituation 1n Libya and lacking a system to elevate critical 1ssues
¢ ¢ Ambassador Stevens’ requests for help.) Her insistence on
isolating herself within a close-knit cadre of advisers has its dan-
gers. and this is a perfect illustration of the nsk this management

® The entire administration was willfully indifferent to evi-
dence contradicting their boast about putting al-Qaida on its heels.
[slamist terrorism was spreading, and the lead-from-behind notion
that we could retreat and retrench without endangering our security

That would have been hard for Democrats to dispute. It's a
damning indictment of the president’s policies, and Clinton should
have been obliged to explain whether, as she did on Syna, she
recognized at the time the developing disaster on their hands and
advocated a course correction in Libya and elsewhere.

In the primary, Republicans including Sens. Rand Paul, R-Ken-
tucky. and Ted Cruz. R-Texas, as well as Donald Trump, preaching
to the neo-isolationist corner, got the argument wrong again. They
rewrote the history of the Libyan civil war, leaving out the criti-
cal facts that the country was already in revolt, mass killings were
underway and if Gadhafi remained, there would be no end to 1,
leaving the country a terrorist playground. (Some even went so far
as to insist falsely Gadhafi was a good ally of the West.)

The mistake was not our minimal effort to speed up Gadhafi’s
ouster by his own people, but in our negligence after he was gone.
Paul, Cruz and Trump were essentially playing the same lead-
from-behind game as Obama. We shouldn’t have gone in. Every-

MICHAEL
(GERSON

Washington Post
Writers Group

poignant — trying to organize an outdoor
tea duning a hurricane.

This is the most frightening aspect for
American conservatives of the British vote.
Since 1955, with the founding of National
Review, conservatives have attempted to
make ideological arguments — involving
respect for free markets and civil society
— that they hoped would win influence in
America's center-right party. But now that
entire project seems threatened. The type of
populism that Donald Trump has unleashed
is not a set of arguments, but a set of
tendencies and prejudices. In large portions
of the Republican Party, ideology has been
replaced by identity.

We are familiar with identity politics
on the left, which can reduce public life
to the organized appeasement of resent-
ments. An identity politics of the right
asserts that the real America — or the real
England — is being diluted and corrupted
by outsiders. It elevates a form of nation-
alism, not based on abstract ideals, but on
blood and soil.

This is one reason ideological conserva-
tives find it so frustrating to argue with
Trump supporters. They are not looking for
innovative policy, or reliable information,
or even logical consistency. So it does not
matter to them when Trump is exposed
as shallow, deceptive or incoherent. They
trust his instincts in defending Amenican
national identity as they have known it.

Trans-Atlantic elites have consistently
underestimated the intensity of public re-
action against migration. multiculturalism
and globalization. When given the chance
to vote, a significant and highly committed
portion of the electorate wants to repudi-
ate leaders, experts and authority figures
— everyone who has been complicit in the
last few decades of disorienting economic
and social change.

In American politics, populism cuts
across the parties. But in only one party has
the establishinent been (apparently) beaten.
The range of reactions has been revealing.
Some, particularly in the Republican for-
eign policy establishment, are finding more
ideological overlap with Hillary Clinton
and her team than they have with Repub-
lican populists. By the measure of who
would more responsibly and competently
defend the country and engage the world,
the contest is not close. On the international
stage, Trump's silliness and impulsiveness
take on a more sinister aspect. Determined
outreach by the Clinton campaign to
Republican internationalists may have a

considerable yield.

Other principled conservatives, such as
my colleague George Will, have chosen to
part ways with a party that, in the choice
of its presidential nominee, is no longer
recognizably conservative.

Still, other conservative leaders, travel-
ing with a lighter load of principle, have
chosen to make their accommodation
in a remarkably cynical fashion. Com-
mentators such as Rush Limbaugh and

" Sean Hannity spent decades on ideologi-

cal purity patrol, calling out deviations
from the pure Reaganite faith. Now their
business model is to provide alibis for the
least conservative Republican presidential
nominee (presumptive, still presumptive)
in history, who attacks free trade, opposes
entitlement reform and seems to relish the
prospect of expanded executive power.

The alternative to all these options is re-
sistance — on the beaches, on the landing
grounds, in the rules committee. Resistance
at the convention, to deny Trump the nomi-
nation. If that fails, resistanc < in supporting
a conservative third-party candidate who
will carry the torch of sane Republicanism
— if such a rare beast is finally sighted.

Resistance to recover nationalism from
the nativists. Resistance to oppose the
devaluing of political argument, to fight
the end of reason. Resistance to honor the
importance of character in our common
life. In the Republican Party today, resis-
tance is the evidence of principle.
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Benghazi report

should have been
much better for GOP

' ury duty 1s not optional. Sure. there is a court-approved list
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importance.

government

thing was fine before we got involved. Things go wrong when the

U.S. acts. This had once again the effect of Icttin? Obama and
Clinton off the hook for the real mistake: Lack o
and unwillingness to recognize the metastasizing Islamic threat

follow-through

was going to require more, not less, of an American

Perhaps this was all too complicated for Republicans to explain.
requirements of a made-for-talk-
radio scandal. It does not put Clinton in the role of deliberately de-
nying support for her personnel. But it is the truth, and R icans
should have stuck closer to it, making the
the failure of the Obama administration to
lamic threat that manifested itself at a politically inconvenient time.

— Jennifer Rubin, Washington Post

All of this doesn't fit nicely the

hz‘rlctm case about

with a growing Is-

{

Judging by their dismissive tone, critics of Brex-
it believe that the EU’s lack of basic democratic
accountability is one of its institutional advantages
— the better to insulate consequential decisions
from backward and shortsighted voters.

The opiate of the Western political class is
cosmopolitanism, making it almost impossible
for elites to understand the Brexit vote on its own

is hostility to immi
immigration play
controlling its own
of sovereignty. The foreign-born
Britain has doubled in the past 20 years, with the

powerless
It, self-evidently, should be
people to decide whether they want less or more

From the Right | Mallard Fillmore
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emocracy 1s 1oo important to be left to the
people.

That is the global elite’s collective reac-
tion to Britain’s vote to exit the European Union,
which is being portrayed as the work of ill-in-
formed xenophobes who never should have been
entrusted with a decision of such world-historical

Brexit was a vote for self-government

B Like Patrick Henry said, “for lib-
erty ought to be the direct end of your
government

LOWRY

King Features Syndicate

immigration.
A constant refrain of Brexit critics 1s that leav-

ing the EU was much too complex and important

an issue to put to a referendum. But at bottom the
question was simple: Shall parliament remain the
suremc lawmaking body in Britain or not? This is
a founda

tional decision that it makes sense to put

directly before the voters.

Princeton historian David Bell is a critic of
government by referenda, but has noted how
referenda are appropriate when fundamental

constitutional questions are at stake: “They rep-

apoleon) and Germany (Hit-

resent instances when sovereign power, always
ultimately held by the people, but mediated by
constitutional structures, temporarily reverts to
the people directly, so that they can modify or

replace these structures.”

The British people voted to reject the EU su-
perstructure that had been hoisted on top of their
traditional political institutions.

The vote roiled the markets, and another theme

of Brexit critics is that leave voters now t their

nt said they worried

a large role. But a country

much of the influx.
right of the British

o

w N (-

B
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per tantrum. But a poll for the Sunday Mirror
spaper found that 92 percent of leave volers
were happy with the outcome of the referendum.
There may indeed be an economic cost to
Brexit, but politics isn’t reducible to a stock index
— something that Americans, having once made
their own tumultuous exit from an oz'shore power,
should reflexively understand. “You are not to
inquire how your trade may be increased, nor how
you are to become a
but how your liberties can be secured,” Patrick
declared during a 1788 debate over ratify-

great and powerful people,

ing the Constitution, “for liberty ought to be the

is a necessary element  direct end of your Government.”

population of In the Brexit vote, a free people insisted, despite
the risks, that they will govern themselves. That
is an admirable thing, made even more stirring by
the fact that the great and good regard the move
with such bemusement and derision. :
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#:hmm in a way that _ lieve will all but ensure they
l'\llhlﬁlilw'&ly Ieumnofdnlym onto his Florida seat.
i e said Law, his former chief onnell allies also got
bmpl.lnlmm of staff. “Others, either by involved in the May GOP
mMﬂn“ﬁu or by alter- primary in Indiana to ensure
candidate” as a winner, Rep. Todd Young,
referred to This heavily favored to prevail in
week. MY But the 3enenl election.
in a series of interviews to Allies give McConnell
promote his new memoir. credit for Republicans’ suc-
“The Long Game,” McCon- cess this year and in 2014
nell has mostly answered Connell recounts overcom-  in avoiding self-destructive
directly and offered frank  ing childhood polio with primaries that resulted in
criticisms, declaring that his mhcr's _help. being fglally wqak general elec-
Trump can't win without ordered by his father to beat  tion candidates for Senate,
imp'oving his nﬂsly fun- up the nclghborlmod tl.llly. something _lhal happcncd
draising numbers, needs to and locking down endorse-  repeatedly in 2010 and

stop criticizing people, start  ments from the popular kids 2012

reading off a script, and in to become president of his This year, Republicans
short behave like a “serious  high school class. Slightly face a daunting Senate map
candidate.” bug-eyed with multiple that has them defending 24

The two men have spoken  chins, McConnell has a
demeanor that can at times
be so staid as to seem comi-

privately on a number of
occasions, and McConnell
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they don’t want to see on their feeds.
Later, the company expanded these

tools, letting users pick whose posts they
wanted to see first (you can still choose to

highlight news articles if you are a news

hound) and who they wanted to unfollow,

or follow again after they unfollowed.

Ads are separate

The latest algorithm tweaks won't affect

how often you see advertisements, or as

Facebook calls them, “sponsored posts.”

seats, including highly vul-
nerable incumbents around
the country.

You can hide ads or tell Facebook you
don’t want to see ads from a particular
company, though. That will change what
types of ads you see.

Data rules

It's in Facebook's best interest to show
its more than | billion daily users stuff
that will keep them interested, and keep
them coming back.

To that end, the company says it surveys
tens of thousands of users each day to get
a more complete picture of what people
want to see in their feeds.

Fun Facts sponsored by

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

Feeling lazy? We'll plant your daisies!

Call us o create the garden of

r dreams!

685-3521

www.franklinf

A “jifly” is the scientific name for 1/100th of a second.

Of all the words in English language, the word “set” has the most definitions.
The word “run” comes in close second.
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10 AM-5 PM Tues.-Sat., 2-5 PM Sun. (Tours given until 4:30)
1412 W. Ohio, Midland, TX
432-685-1112

www.bushchildhoodhome.org
fan us on faCEbOOk & Cuntter

FREE - Laura Bush Literacy Program reading
event, Thursday, July 21st, from 4:30-5:30 PM
in our Visitor Center for kids of all ages. We will
read several books including “The Night Before
Summer Camo”. Each child will get a free copy of
the feature book and snacks.

Call 685-1112 to reserve a space
Sponsors: The Hahl Proctor

Charitable Trust, Midland High
Students in Philanthropy, Lee High
Students in Philanthropy, The Texas
Pecos Trail Region, Ed Rachal
Foundation, RBC Wealth Management
& OXY USA

FREE Books for K_ids

Bring your kids by our office any day we’re open to
_pick out a free book from our Laura Bush Literacy
Bookshelves. Limit one per day per child.

Explore the joy of reading!
Reading events on the 3rd Thursday
each month

Drug Companies Nervous

s -

ADVERTISEMENT

as Doctors and Patients

Big Pharma execs
stand to lose
billions as doctors
and their patients
abandon drugs
like Nexium® and
Prilosec®. Drug free
remedy could put
Big Pharma out
of the digestion
business.

By David Waxman
Seattle Washington:

Drug company execs are
nervous. That's because the
greatest health advance in decades
has hit the streets. And analysts
expect it to put a huge crimp in “Big
Pharma” profits.

So what's all the fuss about? It's
about a new ingredient that's changing
the lives of millions who use it. Some
doctors call it “the greatest discovery
since penicillin”! And their patients
call it “a miracle!”

The name of the product i1s the
AloeCure. And since 1t's completely
drug-free; the product i1s available to
anyone who wants it, no prescription
necessary

TOP DOC WARNS: DIGESTION
DRUGS CAN CRIPPLE YOU!

Company spokesperson, Dr. Liza
Leal; a leading integrative health
specialist out of Texas recommends
taking AloeCure before she prescribes
any digestion drug. Especially after the
FDA's stern warning about long-term
use of drugs like Prilosec’, Nexium’,
and Prevacid'. In a nutshell, the FDA
statement warned people should avoid
taking digestion drugs for longer than
14-days; you risk spine and hip damage
Most people take them for decades.”

Dr. Leal should know. Many patients
come to her with bone and joint
complaints and she does everything she
can to help them. One way for digestion
sufferers to help avoid possible risk of
tragic joint and bone problems caused
by overuse of digestion drugs; is to take
the AloeCure

Analysts expect the AloeCure
to lhlpmain
Pharma” ;

The secret to the AloeCure’s
“health adjusting” formula is aloe
vera. But not the same aloe vera
that mom used to apply to your cuts,
scrapes and bruises. This revolutionan
strain of aloe 1s grown in special Asian
soil; under very strict conditions. And
despite its surpnisingly pleasant taste,
the AloeCure i1s so powerful it begins
to benefit your health the instant you
take it. It soothes intestinal discomfort
and avoids the possibility of bone and
health damage caused by overuse of
digestion drugs. Much like aloe works
externally on cuts, bruises, burns
and abrasions. Studies show aloe has
dozens of health applications

HELPS CALM DOWN PAINFUL
INFLAMMATION

According to a leading aloe
research scientist, the amazing plant
compounds in Aloe have a powerful
anti-inflammatory effect. Inflammation
is your body’s first reaction to damage
So whether it's damage that is physical,
bacterial, chemical or auto-immune,
the natural plant compounds in aloe
helps soothe inflammation— rapidly
reducing redness, heat and swelling

RAPID ACID AND
HEARTBURN FIX

At first, Aloe proved to have an
astonishing effect on users who suffer
with digestion problems like occasional
acid reflux, heartburn, cramping, gas
and constipation. But new studies
prove it does a whole lot more.

SIDE-STEP
HEART CONCERNS

So you've been taking proton pump
inhibitors for years and you feel just
fine. A 2015 medical study showed
long-term use of digestion meds may
be a leading cause of heart damage.
Getting off those meds and taking the
AloeCure daily, helps you support a
healthy heart.

UNLEASH YOUR MEMORY

Think about it. If you kept dumping
fat and grease down yowr drain; how

Demand the AloeCure’

s Y
Yy :

Drug companies are understandably
upset since AloeCure delivers quicker
and better health benefis

long do you think 1t would take to
clog it up? The answer 1s, not very
long at all. And that's exactly what
happens to your brain every time you
eat processed, fried or fatty loods
Studies show that your brain needs
the healthy bacteria from your gut in
order funcuon at its best. Both low and
high dosages of digestion drugs are
proven to destroy that healthy bactena
and get in the way of brain funcuon
So you're left with a sluggish, slow
to-react brain without a lot of room to
store information. AloeCure’s special
formulation actually makes your gut
healthier; so healthy bacteria flows
freely to your brain so you think better,
faster and with a larger capacity for
memory

nocmrsmmm

SLEEP LIKE A BABY

A night without sleep really
damages your body. And continued
lost sleep can lead to all sorts of health
problems. But what you may not realizs
1s the reason why vou're not sleeping
Some call 1t "Ghost Retlux A low
intensity form of acid retlux discomton
that quietly keeps vou awake in the
background. Taking AloeCure will
help you sleep more soundly and
comfortably through the night

CELEBRITY HAIR,
SKIN & NAILS

One of the Best-Kept Secrets in
Hollywood. Pills like Nexium -and
Prevacid greatly reduce vour bodv s
ability  to absorb calcium Aloe
neutralizes the pH levels in vour blood
s0 vour bodvy can absorb massive
amounts of calcium. The result’
lhicker, healthier looking hair... more
vouthful looking skin And nails so
strong they may never break again

Doctors call it “The
health discovery in 4

SAVE YOUR KIDNEY

National and local news outlets
are reporting Kidney Failure linked to
PPl's. Your Kidnev extracts waste from
blood, balance body fluids. form unne,
and aid in other important functions of
the body. Without 1t vour body would
be overrun by deadly toxins. Aloe helps
vour kidney function properly Studies
suggest, 1if you started taking aloe
today; you'd see a big difference in the
way you feel

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR
READERS OF THIS PUBLICATION

With this introductory offer the
makers of the AloeCure’ are excited to
offer you a risk free supply. Readers
of this paper are prequalified for up to
3 FREE months of product with their
order. Take advantage of this special
opportunity to try AloeCure In your
own home and find out how to test
AloeCure® for a full 90 days. But that's
not all.... If you don’t see remarkable
changes in your digestion, your body,
and your overall health... Simply return
it for a full refund less shipping and
handling (when applicable). Just call

1-855-650-1720 to take advantage of
this risk free offer before it's too late.

This offer is limited, call now.

THESE STATEMENTS MAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY TWi

H up NMHIBITORS PLEASE VISIT HTTP /AWWW FLA GOV DOW
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MAGNOSE TREAT CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE INDWIDUAL RESLILT
TAKING A PRESCRIPTION DRUS YOU SHOULD CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR BHFOR




Clashes rage in Rio as |
police try to capture
drug trafficker

By Adriana
Gomez Licon
Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO —
Police attempts to recap-
ture a drug trafficker who
escaped from a Brazilian
hospital have led to more
than a week of deadly
gunbattles in the slums of
Rio de Janeiro, which i1s
hosting the Olympics in
August.

Ten people have been
killed and about 50 schools
have been shuttered over
the past nine days, the
newspaper O Globo re-
ported Wednesday. Police
would not confirm the
death toll, but said they
had deployed 27 battalions
of military police to van-
ous areas, including Rio’s
downtown and its tounsty
southern area.

Nicolas Labre Pereira.
nicknamed “Fat Famuly,
escaped June 19 when
assatlants stormed one of
the hospitals recommended
for tounsts traveling to
the Olympic Games. The
raid to free the 28-year-old
suspect left a patient dead
and a nurse and an off-duty
policeman wounded.

The violence 1s adding
to wornes about safety in
Rio during the Olympics.
Ofhcials have warned that
budget shortfalls may com-
promise security during the
games

On Wednesday, police
officers near the Olympic
beach volleyball venue 1n

Copacabana told The As-
sociated Press that a foot
and other body parts had

been found and covered in |

black plastic. The officers
said the parts had washed
up from the sea, with had
no further details to offer.

Other violence 1s also
causing concern. Last
weekend, an off-duty
bodyguard for Rio’s mayor
was shot to death in an
apparent mugging and a
doctor was slain in her car
Oon a main expressway. kEar-
lier this month, members
of the Australian Paralym-
pic team were mugged at
gunpoint.

An estimated 85,000
police officers and sol-
diers will be patrolling the

streets during the Olympics |

and Paralympics, but Rio
de Janeiro state’s acting
governor says the state 1s
still waiting for 2.9 billion
Brazilian reals ($860 mil-
lion) from the federal gov-
ernment that 1s earmarked
for security efforts.

“The financial aspect is
the big problem of Rio’s
public safety strategy.”
said Andrei Rodrnigues, a
top securnity official at the
Justice Ministry who 1s
responsible for big events.

Killings in Rio increased
to 2,036 1n the first four
months of the year, com-
pared to |1.818 for the same
period in 20135, according
to a state tally that counts
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Turkish rescue and security officers work Tuesday near an entrance of Istanbul’'s Ataturk airport. Suspected Islamic State

- extremists have hit the international terminal of Istanbul’s Ataturk airport, killing dozens of people and wounding many others

homicides. ofhcer-involved | | Ap 1
' claimed responsibility so

| far.

killings and deaths as a
result of robbenes

AP file photo

A model poses for photographs holding up the largest gem-quali-

ty rough cut diamond discovered in over 100 years, the 1109-Car-

at ‘Lesedi La Rona” at premises of the Sotheby's auction house

June 14 in London. The tennis ball-sized Lesedi la Rona failed to
find a buyer Tuesday a disappointing result for a stone which had
jJescribed as “the find of a lifetime” by David Bennett, chairman of

Sotheby's jewelry division

Giant diamond doesn’
find buyer at Sotheby’s

sale In London

."t"-\Ht HHt'n’r a“-'r § s

LONDON [urns out
the largest diamond dis-
covered 1n over a century
may not be worth all that
much

I he tennis ball-sized
l.esedi la Rona failed to
hind a buyer Tuesday, a
disappointing result for a
stone which had descnbed
as “"the ind of a lifetime”
by David Bennett, chair-
man of Sotheby’s jewelry
division

| he diamond was
unearthed in November
in Botswana at a mine
owned by Canada’s Lucara
Diamond Corporation. It
measured 1,109 carats, the
second-largest gem-qualit)
rough diamond ever dis-
covered. Its name means
“our light” in the Tswana

language.

A spokeswoman said
bidding reached $61 mil-
lion — below the more
than $70 million Sotheby’s
had hoped for

No rough diamond of

this s1ze had ever been auc-

tioned. and after Wednes-
day’s sale it's unclear if
one will for a while.
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, Turkish

officials said Tuesday. Turkish authorities have banned distribution of images relating to the Ataturk airport attack within Turkey.

External attacks rise as

Islamic State fortunes fall

By Zeina Karam
Associated Press

BEIRUT — Internation-
al terror attacks seemingly
inspired by the Islamic
State group are increasing
as its fortunes fall in Syna
and lIraq.

The attack on the
Istanbul airport was still
unfolding Tuesday night
when Turkish authorities
said IS 1s the likely culpnt.
although no group has

If IS 1s behind the latest
carnage, it would be 1n
keeping with 1ts acceler-
ated campaign of export-
Ing terror, a tactic which

| appears aimed at deflecting
- attention from mounting

territorial losses in Syna

- and lraq.

Here's a look at what the
Islamic State group would
hope to gain from such an
attack:

 Projecting strength

Two years after 1t de-
clared a caliphate across
large parts of Syna and
Iraq, the Islamic State 15
In crisis. In the last few
weeks, the group has
suffered major territonial
losses 1n iraq, Syna and
Libya, and 1s fighting hard
to defend major strong-
holds.

Iraqi forces have retaken
the key city of Fallujah
west of Baghdad, and Lib-
yan forces have swept into
the 1S stronghold of Sirte
In Syna, IS militants are
fighting off U.S.-backed
forces in Manba), a town
on a key supply line from
Turkey to the group's de
facto capital, Ragqa. The
losses can be added to a
growing list of defeats, in-
cluding the historic Synan
town of Palmyra in March,
the Syrian border town of
Kobani and the Iraq city

- of Tiknt.

The tempo of interna-

tional attacks has increased
~ with each military defeat.

from the Pans attacks 1n

November and the Brussels
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Get inspired. Meet medical specialists.
Connect with others. All at a Novartis
MS Education Link Event

nnerHeadquarters
irmian Basin

Stephanie Agrella, RN, APRN, ANP-C

IS talking multiple sclerosis (MS) and treatment.

7/7/16 at 6:00PM e Saltgrass Steak House

7240 Texas 191 ¢ Odessa, TX 79762

Save a seat for a friend. Accessible to folks in wheelchairs or
who need assistance. Light meal served. Validated parking.

Space is limited. Please RSVP by calling 1-866-682-7491.
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attacks in March to a sui-
cide attack on the Synan-
Jordanian border last week
that killed seven Jordanian
soldiers, the deadliest at-
tack in the kingdom in
years

Such attacks help the
group project strength and
reassure supporters who
might be demoralized by
the shrinking borders of its
self-styled caliphate. At-
tacks can also give a boost
to propaganda and fund-
raising efforts, which are
increasingly important as
IS loses o1l wells and other
sources of revenue 1n Syna
and lraq.

“Al least 1n the near-
term, the threat of inspired
external attacks will rise as
the group's fortunes fall.”
according to an analysis
Tuesday by the Soufan
Group security consul-
tancy.

Propaganda factor

For the same reasons,
IS has an interest in taking
credit for attacks carmed
out by self-radicalized
loners. Orlando gunman
Omar Mateen said he acted
on behalf of IS, which
claimed him as a “soldier
of the caliphate, but there
1S no evidence he was In
contact with the group

Elias Hanna, a pohtical
studies instructor at the
American University of
Beirut, said the Istanbul
airport attack follows the
group’s modus operandi
of using muluple suicide
bombers to attack "'soft
targets, as i1t did in Brus-
sels earhier this year. Such
random attacks against
civihians instill fear in
the hearts of its enemies,
something which the group
thrives on

The Istanbul attack
also comes during the
Muslim holy month of

Ramadan, when radicals
believe “martyrdom™ holds
special significance. IS has
ordered stepped up attacks
during Ramadan, calling
for its supporters to strike
wherever possible.

Some of the biggest
battlefield victories by
Muslims in the time of the
prophet Muhammad in the
7th century came durning
Ramadan, and hard-line
clerics tout the month as a
time for victory in jihad.

Striking Turkey

Turkey was long seen as
a jithadi highway for allow-
ing thousands of foreign
fighters to join the war
against Synan President
Bashar Assad. But it has
become a target for IS in
the last year, after shutting
down border crossings
with Syna and cracking
down on smuggling.

A European secunty of-
hicial said intelligence has
indicated IS is also getting
less money from oil smug-
gling in Turkey, and sug-
gested that there have been
growing tensions between
IS and the Turkish govern-
ment. He spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
he was not authorized to
discuss the sensitive topic
publicly.

IS had not claimed
responsibility for the
airport attack by Wednes-
day evening, but it 1ssued
an infographic celebrating
IWO years SInce announc-
ing its caliphate. It claimed
to have “covert units”
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