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James Fuller, left, and Robbyne Hocker Fuller, nght, present Latisha Williams, center, with a painting Monday night during a program honoring

Martin Luther King Jr.'s life and work

Midlander honored for financial aid work

By Tyler White

white @mrt.com

Midlander Latisha Wilhiams helped
numerous students attain financial aid
and scholarship information for more
than a decade work she called "a
labor of love” Monday after receiving
the Martin Luther King Jr. Community
Service Award

The Midland African Amencan Roots
Historical-Cultural Arts Council has
presented this award to Midlanders since
1993 and Williams' service deserves
recognition, as her financial aid work
allowed many students a chance to pur-
sue a college education. said Robbyne
Hocker Fuller. council director

Hocker Fuller and her husband.
James Fuller. presented Williams with

the award at the beginning ot a pro-
gram put on by The Negro Business &
Protessional Women's Club ot Midland
celebrating King s hite and work.

Williams said 1t s humbling to be rec
ognized for her work 1n the community
and she hopes to be a “torchbearer  of
King s legacy

She started working as Midland Col
]L‘;_'L*F assistant director of financial aid
in 1999, betore moving up to associate
director 1in 2000 and director 1n 2003
Hocker Fuller said Willlams managed
$13 million 1n student financial aid and
made 1t kKnown to students that money
and scholarships are available

Williams said there 1S no “one-stop
shop for scholarships.” That informa
tion 1s not readily available for some
students. she said. and she wanted to

ensure that information was out there

SO students had every opportunity to
better themselves. And when students do
find that information. its volume can be
overwhelming since there are nuMerous
options. she said

Hocker Fuller said Williams 15 modest
about her contnibutions to Midland. but
she 1§ a self-starter and a role model tor
younger generations

“She didn’t leave Midland.” Hocker
Fuller said. “She stayed to make sure
her town received best of what she had
to offer.

After leaving Midland College 1n
2012. Williams has worked as an o1l and
gas analyst.

Apart from her inancial aid work,

Please see WORRK/ZA

MLK Center hosts emotional storytelling event

By Joseph Basco

ibasco@mrt.com

Sue Roseberry spent Monday morning
at the Martin Luther King Jr. Communi-
ty Center to tell children the most impor
tant lesson learned from King's life

“All of you are part of the dream.
Roseberry said to the children

Instead of simply conveying King's
biography and the meaning of his I
Have a Dream™ speech, Roseberny
performed, not told, a tale of an eagle
born outside of its natural habitat. Her
spoken word-style performance made
the children laugh and smile. But more
importantly, it made them listen.

4

The SLony about an LHH__"L‘ growing up
in a barn among chickens and learning
how to fly, was allegoncal to King's
life, and to a larger extent the civil nghts
movements of the 1960s

Roseberry ended her story by having
the eagle tell the chicken, from high
above the barn, that he 1s not a chicken

“No matter what anybody else said
about him, he knew that he was destined
o soar.” Roseberry said to the children.

King. who died on April 4, 1968, 1n
the midst of one of the country's most
seismic shifts in cultural beliefs, has
left a legacy that rivals other great civil
rights leaders such as Susan B. Anthony,
Harvey Milk. Rosa Parks and the recent-

Today in Abby

Vets deserve thanks
even when it seems
unwelcome.

Page 6C

2 suspects

The big number

Authorities captured

who could be connected to the
Target security breach. Page 4A.

[} deceased Nelson Mandela. His name
and photo remains a part of Midland via
the MLK Community Center

Also at the MLK Center on Monday
morning, there was a drive for kinder
garten- through fifth-grade-level books
that will be donated to the elementan
school library in West. which was 1m-
pacted by a fatal fertilizer plant explo-
ston 1n Apnil

The children, though none older than
| 3, recognized the day as an impor-
tant one for their generation and future
generations.

Christian Greer was at last year's

Please see STORYTELLING/2A
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l: [OT 3

::'i!;'ai[ TOCUS ShO« nimne

O} ' llIiLLiHlL'IH.il

Page 5B and mrt.com

Seliger,
Canon differ
on water,

transportation

By Nathaniel Millier

Odessa American

State Senator for District 31 Kel Seli-
ger and his opponent Mike Canon had
difterent opinions on water and improv-
Ing West Texas roads as they spoke
Monday at the Ector County Republican
Women's candidate forum

One of the key 1ssues, improving the
oilfield-impacted roads in West Odessa.
had the representative from Amarnillo
defending a proposed constitutional
amendment that will go on the ballot in
November while Canon said there were
different ways to fund the roads.

“In the long run, we have to come up
with a way to have the funds available on
a regular basis to apply to our roads,” said
Canon, a former Midland mayor. “Taking
money out of the Rainy Day Fund 1s not
the w dy 10 do1it.”

If approved by voters in November, the
amendment would provide revenue from
motor fuel taxes to be used solely for
constructing, maintaining, and acquiring
rights-of-way for certain public road-
ways. The money would come from the
state s RAH]}. [).'.1} Fund

Seliger detended his bill, saying he was
looking for ways to make sure that the ar-
eas of the state that have been producing
o1l and gas see a return from their work

“The Rainy Day Fund comes from the
o1l and gas industry, and so 1t’s pertectly

Please see SELIGER/2A

Davis’
dramatic story
may have
misstated details

By Will Weissert

-’l AT f-:ift"{f P?'t‘ﬂ

AUSTIN Democratic state Sen
Wendy Davis’ nse from a teenage single
mother living 1n a trailer park to Har-
vard Law School 1s a centerpiece of her
campaign for Texas governor. but some
of the details of her personal story may
be fuzzier than first thought

Davis’ cntics said Monday that the
small discrepancies suggest her past is
not quite as inspirational as she has lead
Texans to believe. Davis dismissed the
1ssue as a baseless personal attack

Now 50, Davis has long said she first
took a job at 14 to help support her single
mother and three siblings in Fort Worth,
[exas. By 19, she was mamed and di-
vorced with a child of her own and living
in a mobile home.

After community college, she gradu-
ated from college at Texas Chnistian
University and with honors from Harvard
[Law School. She later returned to her

Please see DAVIS/2A
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A Midland man was arrested :
Thursday for breaking into an ex-
shome

charge of bmzlary
 of a habitation with
intent to commit another felony. He

the face,
of them fell

the woman and all
to the floor. The boy-

boyfriend in

mined that Moore
the residence by using a
access through a doggy
. then unlocking the door,
the affidavit.
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From 1A

Williams has helped
organize the Juneteenth
Celebration, worked as a
board member for Mak-
ing An Impact, Inc., and
worked with several Mid-
land groups including the
Black Pearl Business Expo-
and the Barbara Jordan
Historical Essay
Competition.

Many Midland residents
gathered at the MLK Com-
munity Center to-celebrate
the life and work of Martin
[Luther King Jr., who
would have celebrated his
85th birthday last week.

Monday's program
honoring King transitioned
into an uplifting night of
song with a choir’s spirited
rendition of “Lift Every
Voice and Sing.” The
West Texas Chapter of the
Gospel Music Workshop of
America performed several

Tyler White/Reporter-

Mimes perform an interpretive dance Monday night durnng a
program honoring Martin Luther King Jr.’s life and work.

inspirational songs, includ-
ing “See His Face” and

themed “A Not Too Distant
Tomorrow,” which stems

“*Reach Out and Touch.” from a letter King wrote 1n

The program, presented 1963 while serving time in
by the Negro Business jail in Birmingham, Ala.:
& Professional Women's “Let us hope that the
Club of Midland, was dark clouds of racial

prejudice will soon pass
away and the deep fog

of misunderstanding will
be lifted from our fear-
drenched communities and

- 1n some not too distant

tomorrow the radiant stars

- of love and brotherhood

will shine over our great
nation with all their scintil-
lating beauty.” (Source:
The Martin Luther King

Jr. Research and Education
Institute)

The program also pre-
sented a short skit, where
children discussed i1ssues
of equality and justice
while learning about
King’s work.

Last year’s recipient of
the community service
award, Mary Johnson, then
led the audience in a vigil,
as the program concluded
with the audience members
lifting candles into the air
and singing in unison.

From 1A

. e

MLK Day events
at the center. He
said the day meant
a lot to him.

“Dr. King was
fighting for our
freedom to express
ourselves 1n the
world,” Greer said.

Another child,
Doshane Fitts, ad-
mired King for the
speeches he made.
no matter what
others were saying
about him.

“King made
prﬂchﬂatuﬂllhf
died. Fitts said.
“Everyone 1n this
world will remem-
ber him.

Davis

FromI1A .
home state and built a suc-
cessful legal career betore
jumping into politics

But the Dallas Momning
NEews rL‘pHHL‘d Sundu} that
Davis was 21 not 19 as
stated 1n her online Texas
Senate biography — when
her first marriage ended 1n
divorce. Also. Davis and
her daughter Amber only
lived a few months 1n her
family’s mobile home.

Things got easier finan-
cially when she mamed
her second husband, attor-
ney Jeft Davis. His income
helped raise Amber and the
couple’s daughter together,
Dru. as well as pay tor
her to finish college and
attend Harvard. Jeft Davis
also kept the couple 's
two daughters while their
mother was studying in
Boston and. when the
couple divorced 1n 2005,
he won parental custody
and she was ordered to pay
child support, according to
the newspaper.

SELIGER

From 1A
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appropriate to look at
that money to benefit

or to cover some of the
costs that go to the
county’s that produce oil
and gas,” Seliger said.

Another key topic of
discussion was water,
with Seliger promoting
desalination and reverse
osmosis plants as the
future of water use in
Texas.

Seliger was one of
the main proponents of
Proposition 6, which
will create the State
Water Implementation
Fund and be admin-
istered by the Texas
Water Development
Board. The proposition
, said
| of

STORYTELLING

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

Sue Roseberry, storeyteller, entertains
Monday morning during the MLK Day
activities at the MLK Center

In a statement Monday,
Davis responded that “the
truth 1s that at age 19, |
was a teenage mother liv-
ing alone with my daughter
in a trailer and struggling
to keep us afloat on my
way to a divorce.” She also
clanfied that she didn’t of-
ficially file tor divorce until
age 20 and that 1t wasn
finalized until the follow-
INg year

Davis didn't address
how long she and Amber
lived 1n a trailer. But Da-
vis statement did say her
daughters hived with her in
Boston during her first year
at Harvard and that she
split time between Mas-
sachusetts and Texas to see
them after that. It noted
that Jeft Davis “helped her
fulfill her dream of attend-
ing Harvard by cashing
in a 401(k) retirement
account, but added that the
couple also both took out
loans to cover the costs.

Davis blamed her chief
Republican opponent 1n
the governor’s race, Attor-

water was not needed,
saying discussions
about water are best left
to people at the local
level.

“We need, overall,
state regulations to
make sure conserva-
tion is important ... but
beyond that, the state
government needs to
get out of the way and
let the local people do
what they do best; and
that’s control their water
and make decisions with
thcu' water,” Canon said.

Both men are seeking
the Republican nomi-
nation for the senate
seat. Seliger is seeking
a fourth term while
Canon is an oil and gas
attorney.

The pri election
is scheduled for March
4.

STATEBRIEF

George W. Bush
library archives open
to public

The George W. Bush
Presidential Library and
Museum on Monday be-

Information Act requests
for records from Bush’s
presidency.

The day marks five
years from the end of
Bush’'s presidency, on
Jan. 20, 2009. Access to
the records 1s governed
by the Presidential Re-
cords Act, which says the
records may be requested
by the public five years

ney General Greg Abbott,
for raising questions about
her past.

“Were not surprised by
Greg Abbott’s campaign
attacks on the personal
story of my life as a single
mother who worked hard
to get ahead,” she said
“But they won't work.
because my story 1s the
story of millions of Texas
women who know the
strength 1t takes when
you re young, alone and a
mother.

Abbott campaign
spokesman Matt Hirsch
countered 1n his own state-
ment Monday that Davis
had “systematically, 1n-
tentionally and repeatedly
deceived Texans for years
about her background,
yet she expects voters to
indulge her fanciful
narrative.

Meanwhile, another
potential question about
Davis’ past comes from
the Facebook page of her
mother, Ginger Comn-
stubble, which references

gan accepting Freedom of

FROM WIRE REPORTS

after lhe presidential
administration ends.

“We're really look-
ing forward to this new
chapter of the library,”
said Brooke Clement,
supervisory archivist for
the library. “We’ve been
systemically process-
ing and this 1s going to
be a whole new way
or processing for us ...
essentially processing
toward what the public 1s
requesting.

The requests must
come 1n written format
— email, mail or fax -
and must state that the
request 1s being made
under the Freedom of
Information Act

attending Muleshoe High
School in West Texas. That
contradicts a 2012 sug-
gestion by Davis that her
mother had just a sixth-
grade education

But 1n her statement,
Davis said her mother “had
attended school nnl}. Into
the ninth grade.

Davis, who this sum-
mer gained a national
following by staging a
nearly 13-hour filibuster
on the Texas Senate floor
that temporanly blocked
tough new restrictions on
abortion, announced last
week that she received
$12.2 million through the

end of 2013. Though Texas

hasn’t elected a Democrat
to statewide ofhice since
1994. the $9.5 million she
has in cash-on-hand could
keep the governor’s race
close.

Abbott raised $11.5
million to end last year but
reported a war chest of $27
million.
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volunteers needed

The Paimer Drug Abuse Program
is looking for volunteers for its “Mari-
juana Mystery” campaign starting in

The aim of the yearlong campaign
is 1o give factual information about
marijuana and dispel myths and
misinformation, said Kim Henderson,
PDAP director.

Volunteers can help with the entire
campaign or with projects targeting
specific demographics, including
laarmersandtheddoﬂy Henderson

AMMM1
p.m. Wednesday at the PDAP office,
1208 W. Wall St.

~ For more information about the
campaign or to volunteer, contact
Henderson at 685-3645 or kim@

pdapmidiand.org.
Roe vs. Wade

A prayer service 1o mark the anni-
versary of the Roe vs. Wade decision
is planned for noon Wednesday at
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 1900
Heam, in Big Spring.

For more inforkmation, call Sister
Elsa Garcia at St. Ann’'s Catholic
Church, 682-6303.

Support groups, club
meetings today

B Survivors of sexual abuse;
interactive Bible study 10 help deal

. with the consequences of sexual
| abuse meets Tuesdays. Child care

available; House of Hope, 570 5935

B Midland Chapter of NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental lliness)
7 p.m., First Presbytenan Church
(Koinonoa Room); Judith Craig,
683-3648

B A confidential peer-to-peer sup-
port gathenng for combat veterans,
first, third and fifth Tuesdays at
Midland College Cogdell Center, 201
Flonda Ave.; Steve Cree, 770-7469

B Peer to Peer Support group for
veterans, active duty, guarg, reserves
and their families, 6 p.m., Permian
Basin Community Center, 401 E
llinois Ave., Suite 403; Wil Hog-
gard, 213-5342, william.hoggard @
wicmnmr.org

B Classic Movie Club, 7 p.m
Cigar Frog's, 216 N. Main St., 687-
16/1

B Permian Basin Dance Club,
7:30 p.m., St. Stephen’s Catholic
Church; cost is $5 for members, $6
for non-members; 520-4343

B Midland Optimist Club, noon
Abuelo’s, 4610 N. Garfield St
685-7486

B Sons of Confederate Veterans
Dunn-Holt-Mid-kiff Camp No. 1441, 7
n.m. Fairmont Park Church of Chnst
Activities Annex; Tom Owens, tmow-
ens44 @ uno.com or 697-6955

B Amencan Legion Auxihary
Unit No. 19, 6:30 p.m., 501 Veterans
Airpark Lane; 682-5511

@ Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303
E. Taylor, bingo games 7 p.m

B National Active & Retired Fed-
eral Employees meet 6 p.m., Jack E
Brown Dining Hall at Midland College
For information, call 634-7826

Note: To make corrections to this
isting, submit information to Manag-
ing Editor Mary Dearen at mdearen @
mrt.com

Lottery

| Pick 3 moming: 5-8-2
| Pick 3 day: 2-0-6
| Pick 3 evening: 1-8-9
| Pick 3 night: 3-2-7
Daily 4 morning: 4-1-2-/

| Daily 4 day: 1-84-3
'~ Daily 4 evening: 0-2-5-6
| Daily 4 night: 4-0-2-0
Cash Five: 1-12-27-31-34
. Texas Two Step: 12-23-28-33

BB: 17

All or Nothing moming: 1-3-9-
11-13-14-15-17-18-19-21-23

Al or Nothing day: 2-5-7-9-11-
12-13-14-16-18-19-24

All or Nothing evening: 4-5-7-8-
10-11-12-14-15-16-17-23

All or Nothing night: 1-2-4-6-7-9-
11-13-18-19-23-24

Today in history

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 21, the
21st day of 2014. There are 344 days
left in the year.

Today’s highlight:

On Jan. 21, 1954, the first atomic
submarine, the USS Nautilus, was
launched at Groton, Conn., as first
lady Mamie Eisenhower christened
the vessel with the fraditional bottie of
champagne broken against the bow.
(However, the Nautilus did not make
its first nuclear-powered run unti
nearly a year later.)

On this date:

in 1950, former State Department
official Alger Miss, accused of being
partof a spy fing, was
Mﬂhﬂuﬂndwn
a grand jury. (Hiss, who prociaimed
his innocence, served less than four
years in prison.)
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Victim’s name from fatalcm;hSunday revealed

Road 1788.

m'?nmneed_
Midland police and fire

responded to a two-vehicle crash at
about 7:30 a.m. Sunday in the 12200

block of West Highway 191,

y
moming in a head-on collision on
Highway 191 near Farm-to-Market

Adrian Mezquitti Silva, 31, was
_dmdatthemncaﬂcr

L

nts

Silva was driving a Volkswagen

Jetta east on the north service road of
Highway 191 — the wrong direction
on a one-way street — and collided _ Hi
This crash marks the fourth fata]
accident this year on Midland County :
roads, according to Reporter-Tele-

head on with a Ford Taurus.

Silva, who was not wearing a seat
belt, died at the scene, said the city’s

public information officer. The Ford  gram reports.

driver was transported to Midland B A man from Roma was ejected

Memorial Hosp:ta] with minor from his vehicle Friday might in a

injuries. - rollover crash on Interstate 20.
Silva may have been intoxicated, B A Midland woman died Jan.

which is being investigated as a pos-

ggins said.

sible factor in the colhslon P10 Sara

11 after her vehicle collided with

1788.

a pickup on Farm-to-Market Road

She was traveling northbound on
FM 1788 when she failed to yield the
right of way while making a left turn |
on the FM 1788/Business 20 access
road near Younger Road. Her vehicle
collided with a southbound pickup
on FM 1788. She was transported to
Midland Memorial Hospital, where
she later died.

B A 65-year-old man from
Greensboro, N.C., died Jan 9 when
he lost control of his pickup that
was towing a car. The car became

detached and the truck rolled over.

scene.

The man was ejected and died at the

Last year, there were 43 deaths in

40 crashes on roads inside Midland

County. Five of those fatalities oc-
curred on 1-20 or the interstate’s ser-
vice roads, and six of those wrecks

occurred on FM 1788, according to
Reporter-Telegram records.

Associated Press

HOUSTON — Lt. Gov.
David Dewhurst said Texas
public school teachers
bring home “a very fair
salary” during a debate
Monday night against three
big-name Republican chal-
lengers 1n the state’s most
competitive primary race.

“At the end of the day,
we're paying our school
teachers — when you
count in cost of living — a
very fair salary,” Dewhurst
said. “We need to have
better results. We need to
make sure that we 're not
just paying more money
and we need to look at
more choice for parents.

Texas consistently ranks
near the bottom nation-
ally in average teacher pay
according to many groups
that track classroom
salanes, including teacher
unions. One expert testified
in the state’s pivotal school
finance tnal last year that
Texas’ average teacher
pay was about $47 300 in
2009-10 dollars — lower
than the national average

LOGONTO
MRTxCOM

of nearly $55,000, and less
than what 32 other states
pay educators.

That tnal ended with a
state judge determining
that the system Texas uses
to finance public education
1s unconstitutional. New
testimony 1s set to resume
in Austin today.

Education is already
shaping to be the biggest
election-year issue in the
governor's race between
Republican Attorney Gen-
eral Greg Abbott and Dem-
ocratic state Sen. Wendy
Davis. Abbott has declined
to weigh in on whether the
state 1s adequately funding
classrooms, while Davis
says teachers are underpaid
and decried stories of some
working second or third
jobs.
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Dewhurst 1s seeking a
fourth term while locked 1n
a race feature four largely
ideologically indistinguish-
able conservatives: Agri-
culture Commissioner Todd
Staples, Land Commis-
sioner Jerry Patterson and
state Sen. Dan Patnck.

Asked after the debate
whether he agreed with
Dewhurst, Staples wouldn't
answer directly but said he
would always look for ways
to pay teachers more.

“We want good teachers
in the classroom and we
need a system that rewards
them appropnately,” Staples
said.

The pimary 1s March 4.

Dewhurst, 68, 1s the
only major statewide otfice
holder trying to keep his
current job, which he’s

beus gecr houae |

.."':-- y .i t-.* |

T — " I —r- ——————

. A - w ik . "
| * & ) - - i s’
— o e S - - & - o - I-‘_ i el g .
= 3 .""-'-- .t..'. - 4 ‘i "I" I.- ‘I 3 i A % r“" :I ' PII-"‘illl. -

“Life Insurance? Sure, I need

some, but am I too old?”

Dewhurst: Texas teachers paid ‘very fair salary’

held since 2002. He says
he wants one more term
before returning to the
private sector.

Dewhurst 1s also by far
the wealthiest candidate
in the race, but spending
$25 million of his personal
future 1n 2012 still wasn’t
enough to defeat Ted Cruz
for a U.S. Senate seat.

Staples has been agricul-
ture cCommissioner since
2006 and Patterson was
first elected land commius-
sioner since 2002. Patrick
has served 1n the Senate
since 2007.
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Hilderbran first
comptroller

candidate with TV ad

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Republican
Harvey Hilderbran was the
first candidate in the. state
comptroller’s race to begin
airing television ads on
Monday, purchasing time
on cable stations in San
Antonio and West Texas,
his campaign said.

In the ad, Hilderbran

“promises to reinstitute

performance reviews of
state agency spending, if
elected, to catch poten-
tial waste, fraud, abuse
and duplication sooner.
The Texas comptroller i1s
responsible for managing
the state’s revenues and
disbursing funds to state
agencies. Lawmakers gave
primary responsibility for
performance reviews to the
Legislative Budget Board

- 1n 2003, and Hilderbran

said they should give 1t
back.

“The private sector mon-
itors costs every day. Its
high time state government
did the same, Hilderbran
said in the ad.

Matt Mackowiak, a
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Hilderbran campaign
consultant, declined to say
how much the campaign
spent, but said it.was more
than $100,000 and the ad
would air in seven media
markets.

Hilderbran’s main op-
ponent in the Republican
race for comptroller is
state Sen. Glenn Hegar
from Katy. In the latest
campaign finance reports,
Hegar reported $2.57
million cash-on-hand on
Dec. 31, while Hilderbran
had $1.34 million. The
two, other Republican
candidates had less than
$55,000.

The party primary elec-
tion is on March 4. If one
candidate does not get
more than 50 percent of
the vote, the top two vote-
getters will face each other
in a runoff on May 27.

Hilderbran was the
chairman of the House
Ways and Means Commut-
tee, responsible for writing
tax legislation. He has been
rolling out a 10-point plan
for how he would improve
the comptroller’s office.
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Mars had an oxygen-rich atmosphere around 4 billion years ago.
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There is a mysterious and loud radio signal known as “the space roar”

“Absolutely not! Get up to $10,000.00
in Whole Life Insurance from United
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Regardless of your health, rates will never go up!

that has yet to be explained.
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Now. more than ever, consumers need value. And this Guaranteed Acceptance Life Insurance Policy from United of Omaha Life Insurance
Company delivers! Whether you need money to pay for final expenses or to strengthen any existing coverage, you owe it to yourself to |
request a FREE No-Obligation Enrollment Packet. Call 1-800-374-5013 now!

Policy Benefits
v NO Health Questions or

Medical Exam

v/ Rates NEVER go Up

v Benefits NEVER go Down
v Select Your Benefit Level
¢/ Builds Cash Values

According to the Federal Trade Commission, a

traditional funeral, including a casket and vault,
costs over $7.500.00. And, with“extras,”
funerals run well over $10,000.00.**
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You will “Lock-In” these affordable rates!
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Rodngm said he did not Sunday
McALLEN — Account informa- whether they were the first arrests ficials alerted police
tion stolen during the Target security  related to the Target breach. Target were at the Anzalduas In- Te
breach is now being  did not immediately return phone and  ternational Bridge trying to re-enter . TN
divided up and sold  email messages left Monday, which  the U.S. baCk to court '
off regionally, a was Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a ' believe the two were
South Texas police federal holiday. The Minneapolis- involved in both the acquisition of _ | by e =
chief said Monday based company said last week that the fraudulent account data and the Associated Press the Texas Constitution’s
following the arrest it has stopped more than a dozen ion of the cards, but only gmnteuwmndequm Slacage
of two MeXxican operations that sought to scam breach part of what must have been a much your ears
citizens who au- victims by way of email, phone calls  broader conspiracy. Rodriguez said Thcy also argued that brain, yoi
oy . “ »
thorities say arrived  and text messages. investigators suspect Garcia and the system Texas uses to the “Robin Hood” finance and ability
at the border with McAllen police began working Guardiola were singling out Sundays | finance public education system — where school able to h
96 fraudulent credit  with the U.S. Secret Service aftera for their shopping sprees hoping that | is unconstitutional, astate.  districts in wealthy arcas on the sig
cards. number of area retailers were hit with the banks would not be as quick to | judge is set to hear new share their local property- you functi
. McAllen Police fraudulent purchases on Jan. 12. The  detect the fraud. | testimony beginning wdny tax revenue with those every way
Chief Victor Ro- Secret Service confirmed that the With the amount of electronics and | OB whether more money - In poorer parts — meant There s
driguez said Mary fraudulent accounts traced back to other merchandise purchased'on Jan. | and fewer standardized tests funding was distributed of hearing
Carmen Garcia, 27,  the original Target data breach from 12, Rodriguez said the two would have adequately unpmved unfairly. | ing out on
and Daniel Guar- late last year, Rodriguez said. have needed an “army” to move it all. | the balance for studénts in ~Dietz’s initial ruling laughter, r
diola Dominguez, Investigators fanned out to NIcAl- Rodriguez also alluded to a link rich and poor areas. sided with them, but was the voice
28, both of Monter-  len-area merchants and reviewed with Eastern Europe or Russia, but During the secend only made verbally. He has you love.
rey, Mexico, used “miles of video” looking for the did not provide additional details. He round of the state’s much- yet to submit a full, written There are 1
cards containing the  fraudsters, he said. From that, they said he expec¢ted Garcia and Guardio- watched school finance OpINnIon. Ar_gumg on behalf effects you
account information  were able to identify two people and " la to eventually face federal charges. trial, Judge John Dietz 1s of the state is Texas Attor- first. Left 1
of South Texas residents. Rodriguez  a car with Mexican license plates. South Texas authorities have seen | weighing whether actions ney General Greg Abbott's loss can ha
said they were used to buy tens of A message left for the Secret Ser-  large-scale fraudulent credit card the Texas Legislature took  office, which is expected to impact on
thousands of dollars’ worth of mer- vice on Monday was not immediately schemes before, including one in this past summer will appeal the written decision ity of life.
chandise at national retailers in the returned. | which they seized machines used alter his February 2013 to the state Supreme Court. Demer
area including Best Buy, Wal-Mart With the help of U.S. Immigration  to upload information to the cards’ decision. Testimony 1s ex- Abbott, who 1s running A rece
and Toys R Us. 'and Customs Enforcement, investiga- magnetic strips. pected to last at least three  for governor, is not han- study foun
“They’re obviously selling the data tors confirmed the identities of their The Target seeurity breach is weeks. | dling the case. But the new untreated
sets by region,” Rodriguez said. suspects from immigration records of  believed to have involved 40 million Lawmakers increased arguments should stream- at a highe
Garcia and Guardiola were both when they had entered Texas in the credit and debit card accounts and funding for schools by $3.4 line the appeals process tive probls
being held Monday on state fraud same vehicle. Police prepared arrest the personal information of 70 mul- billion, a rate far lower since they will be part of possibly t
charges. It was not immediately known  warrants last week and waited for lion customers. than the increase Dietz had  the record the Supreme of trying
| suggested, while cutting Court gets, rather than its overwhel
the number of standardized justices having to remand impaired |
tests students must pass to  the case back to a lower Depre
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tion, pay $30¥}0 fine, aﬁd lung de);ice and participate. ’ suspended for 365 days. 21, burglary of a habitation, | " Cld&&l’(éﬁm tundlng* That Luupllled with pUth ?Lhml
pay $8,040 in restitution; theft  and successfully complete the Jaray Tyrell Mims, 26, eight years in the TDCJ; ag- prompted more than 600 enrollment growth of near-
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36, felony DWI, 10 years in the Advance Cleaning has the equipment and

for eight years under commu-
nity supervision, court cost and
court residential treatment;

sion of the TDCJ, suspended
for five years on probation, pay
$1,000 fine, 30 days in jail,

TDCJ suspended for five years
under community supervision,

Yharte, 19, burglary of a habi-
tation, four years on probation,
pay $500 fine, and pay $1,900

experience to do complete flood or fire
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There 1s much more involved than just extracting the 1964 an
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Thank You to all of you who have supported us in 2013!
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water. Advance Cleaning’s experts will determine whether
your carpet is salvageable or if 1t just needs new padding
If there 1s furniture involved, they will remove and pro-
tect/restore it. They will apply disinfectant to prevent the
growth of mold and other damaging organisms

Drying equipment will be set up to remove moisture

from the entire structure

After the drying process 1s

completed, Advance Cleaning will re-lay the carpet and
provide other repairs as needed. All repairs to flooring,
furniture and structure can be done in-house, so one call
to Advance Cleaning 1s all you need to make. They will
get right to work to get you back to normal as quickly as

pLhHIbIL

Advance C ILdmm, does more than Just disaster
cleanup. If you need carpets cleaned after seasonal parties,
they 're ready to put their expertise to work for you. Or if
you have expensive oriental rugs that need TLC, Advance
Cleaning has the training and the specialized equipment to
clean, restore and protect those priceless treasures.

They also do upholstery cleaning for furniture that is
still in good condition but has lost its bright colors due
to collected dirt and grime over the years. You may be
amazed at how much better your sofa, love seat or stuffed
chair looks after Advance Cleaning 1s finished.

Please note that there are many companies with similar
names, so be sure to talk to Advance Cleaning to get the
company with 40+ years of experience and a long history
of hard work and ethical standards you can trust.

Call Advance Cleaning at (432) 550-8325. A

dvance

Cleaning is certified by the Institute of Inspection, Clean-
ing and Restoration Certification.
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Rug Cleaning - Refringing
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563-5748
1-800-725-6864

Coalition (Located inside Petsmart) i ,:Ii l
For more information 432.520.3134 - _ - e Al
Please visitus at $ 9

.midlandhumane®
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Cleaning & Restoration

Holman Padgett
Certifled Rug Specialist
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Hearing aids can have a positive impact on quality of life

's
o Hearing isn’t just about hearing losses can reduce To learn more about 1-800-862-9317. The.office
” your ears. It’s about your this risk of income loss by Miracle-Ear Hearing So- is located at 3001 W. Loop
< brain, your relationships 90 — 100 percent. For people  /utions and for a compli- 250 North, C-121. A second
ol and abijlity to work. Being with moderate to severe mentary demonstration of office is located in Odessa
- able to hear.and pick up hearing losses, hearing aids their latest features, call ~ at 2508 N. Grandview. Their
on the signals of life helps can reduce this risk by 65 - Midland'’s Mirqcle-Ear of- phone number is 432-368-
;rty- you function more fully in _ 77 percent. fice at 432-520-5566 or 7777
' every way. '- Social Isolation
3 There are obvious effects mL?dW'T" The most profound effect
’ of hearing loss: you’re miss- Miracl E'J _' of untreated hearing loss,
ing out on music, children’s LA y social isolation, is linked to
: laughter, movie dialog and representative, all three negative outcomes
vas the voices of the people has been helping listed above.
e has you love. But that’s not all. people with their The good news is digi-
ritten There are many stealthy side hearing for 25 tal hearing aids will help
chalf effects you may not notice at Jos, the vast majority of people
teor- first. Left untreated, hearing with their hearing loss and
JOUL 'S loss can have a very negative dramatically improve their
ted to impact on your overall qual- lives. There’s no need to live
1S10n ity of life. without all the important
“ourt Dementia sounds in your life! Decid- Clty Wlde
ing A recent John Hopkins Ing to wear hearing aids 1s BI ¢
n- study found that people with - a big step, no matter how eCir Ic
: NEW untreated hearing loss are long you’ve been living with 691' 64;}6
am- at a higher risk for cogni- from the National Council tute (BHI) study involving hearing loss. That’s why
SS tive problems and dementia -on Aging found significantly more than 40,000 house- Miracle-Ear brings you the
- of possibly because the strain higher rates of depression, holds discovered that people  most sophisticated technol-
e of trying to decode sounds anxiety and other psychoso-  with untreated hearing loss ogy in a range of hearing City Wide Electric’s Joe Fussell has been helping
] its overwhelms the hearing- cial disorders among people have up to $30,000 lower solutions with price options  folks with electrical installations and repairs for
and impaired brain. with untreated hearing loss. average income. According to fit your budget—in order well over 40 years. Call him at 697-6456.
er Depression Lower Income to BHI, the use of hearing to make the transition as . _— R
: An oft-cited 1999 study A Better Hearing Insti- aids by people with milder easy as possible for you. C W d h
fect . oy yesp - Ity Wide puts their
. *
. Did you serve your country? €perience o york for yor
uts
s » When vou need electri- change from evaporative air
e cal work done, 1t 1s impor- to central air, or other 1ssues.
P year By Michael Melson : . and prosecution of any t‘a.m ,m US,E e W”h - -“Idﬂ -~ 0 tl'{at.
ning Myelson and Associates i‘ * ~ * U clairﬁ for veterans benefits b oo ion ?qunl 0 Getting o ﬂafﬁ_ﬂ} Whet
with : \ with the U. S. Department make sure thdl_%ﬂfk is done  you need is the priority for
to Most veterans are not N * i ' of Veterans Aftairs. r1ghlﬂthc h-m,“mc; - e : H,} “ |dc. - Wik eday i
r sky- aware of the eldercare * | will gladly provide F ,( l;; h\fk_li{' Ht-ur# ;J?E BECAIGR YOuE tHeg eamae
ards. benefits available through * N * * you with the information nlj:f;esindcz Tf;,n—,iln Il;:url;;l, Citv. Wide Eleetvie is
veterans health care, state you need in order to help ”:'_} D UHaE }' v haE 3 t‘ .y }( o ti / L y
veterans homes. home * Ol TEORIVE up 1o $25 020 _ i_SL. < yeEars Ic d_r-, LHHL_ u"n 1¢( Y . ,“L u.n.a '”I,L.u
eniovation (HISA) grmnts » ver year in additional in- just about e er) kind tTT Fussell T‘htql ac ept Visa
- repair and installation pos- and Master Card The phone

or two disability programs
called Compensation and
Pension.

[Let me help you under-
stand the eldercare services
available for veterans. |
am focused on helping
veterans and their families
understand the Veterans
Pension because 1t fits so

% \
|7 i

come (tax-free) to help pay
for home health care, in-
dependent living, assisted

living care or nursing home

care. Call me TODAY'!

Call Michael Melson, a

native 'kfh!’h”hft‘!‘_ _fru‘ (1 f.*‘t,'t'

brochure and consulta-
tion at (432) 683-01796 or

sible, so almost nothing 1s a
surprise to him. He has the
experience to quickly solve
just about any problem and
to do new installations right.

Whether it’s installa-
tion or repair of plugs, light
fixtures, ceiling fans, wiring
for hot tubs, m.i..urm lights
or anything else, Joe and

number is 697-6456. Email
them at citv widela'att. net

VA Pension Aid & Attendance
Medicaid for nursing home care
| may be able to help' Please call
today for your free consultation.
| have been very

well in paying the ongo- 7. 1975, inclusive, 1n all month to help cover home (800) 453-1464. Call him i< accistant. Jorge. can take ing families who
ing costs of longterm care other cases. For Gulf War health care, independent to schedule a community S e have been denied
rvi ) ' | assisted livi | care ol it these benefits over
Services. veterans. the ptj'rlud bﬁgll'l!'-i 11y INgZ, assIsIc IVing or awareness/educational Sometimes there are he | 15
August 2, 1990 and con- nursing home care costs. workshop in vour nursing -;'1tu-’mnn- thIIFL‘QLHTL’ Ser- S -
The Veterans Pen- tinues through a date to be [t can even be used to pay home. church group. busi- | | 432-683-0796

sion, or more commonly
known as “Veterans Aid
and Attendance Benefit,”
can provide money to help
oftset long-term care costs

determined by presidential
proclamation or by law.

In addition to serv-
ing during one of these
periods, the veteran must

anyone, including a friend
or a child, to care for a
loved one at home.

| am a VA Accredited
Claims Agent and | comply

NHESS group. elrceterd
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with the Department of Veterans M‘ ars

Melson and Associates works unager
?egd at home, at an indepen- have been dnuluirgud with Federal statutes and the direction of attorneys and your
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assisted living facility or
a nursing home. Aid and
Attendance can also be
used to help pay for the
veteran s spouse

[0 receive a veteran's
pension, a veteran must

have served on active duty
for at least 90 days during
a period of war. The World
War Il period 1s December

able conditions. Single
surviving spouses of such
veterans are also eligible
If younger than 635, the
veteran must be totally dis-
abled. If age 65 and older.
there 1s no requirement
for disability. T'here 1s no
disability requirement for a
SUrviving spouse

Even though one-
in-three seniors might
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B Cuomo reflects modern
liberalism with narrow-minded
point of view

MICHAEL
(GERSON

Washington Post
Writers Group

ov. Chris Christie is in trouble
for appearing, during an election
season, in felevision ads inviting
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genuine pluralism. .
Cuomo is clearly frustrated with op-

position to elements of his social agenda

(his abortion rights expansion bill was
blocked last summer). His life would be
easier without a vocal minority of critics.
So he is telling various Catholic bishops
and priests, Republican politicians and

ate conservatives

Opinions, columas, letters and
 cartoons reflect the author’s or
- atist’s views and not necessanly

Cuomo speaks in Albany; Madison
spins at Montpelier.
Given his family background, Cuomo
mlius a shift in the nature of
engagement within the Demo-
cratic Party. His father, Mario Cuomo,

when he was governor of New York felt
to offer tortuous theological

people back to the Jersey Shore following
Hurricane Sandy. Next door in New York,
Gov. Andrew Cuome has adopted a differ-
ent, but also controversial, state marketing
strategy.

vatives who are right-to-hife, pro-assault
weapon, anti-gay? Is that who they are?
Because if that’s who they are, and if they
are the extreme conservatives, they have
no place in the state of the New York,
because that’s not who New Yorkers are.”
Only “moderate Republicans have a plage
1n this state.”

for Crabs. New York is for Liberals, and
for moderates Cuomo chooses to tolerate.

putting a damper on conservative tourism
to see “The Book of Mormon™ or “Kinky
Boots™ on Broadway, he 1s displaying

one of the worst tendencies of modern
liberalism. Cuomo does not deign to argue
with New Yorkers who oppose abortion,
support a maximalist interpretation of the

From the Left | Doonesbury

Here is Cuomo’s pitch on a recent radio

marginalized.

So, Virginia is for Lovers. Maryland 1s

The governor of New -York 1s not only

Second Amendment or defend the position
on gay marriage held by Barack Obama
when he was first elected president. These
extreme views, according to Cuomo, are
program: “Are they these extreme conser- ° fyndamentally illiberal and foreign to the
values of his state. Such positions are not
to be engaged and refuted; they are to be

We are accustomed to this approach
within the gates of certain colleges and
universities with vague, open-ended
speech codes intended to stigmatize
certain viewpoints. This is often taken
by ideologues as implicit permission to
shout down differing opinions. The power
to define the boundarnies of acceptable
discourse is the power to intimidate.

Academic liberals tend to regard univer-
sities as “our place,” in which others may
stay as long as they behave. Now Cuomo
has applied this attitude to the whole of
the Empire State. From a provost, this 1s
a violation of academic freedom. From
a government official, 1t 1s an attack on

ever downward.

While James Madison would not be sur-
prised, he would not approve. “In all cases
where a majority are united by a common
interest or passion,” he warmed, “the nights
of the minonty are in danger.” A majorty,
he argued, can easily become a “faction,”
seeking “illicit advantage.” This 1s danger-
ous 1n a democracy, not only because the
rights of individuals are important but
because diversity of opinion balances fac-
tions against each other. Madison hoped
that American leaders would help check
the passions of factions rather than incit-
ing them for political advantage, so that
“reason, justice and truth can regain their

authority over the public mind.”

conservative groups that their opinions are
outside the norms of state politics. Cuomo
has reached an advanced stage of political
polarization: regarding one’s democratic
opponents as unfit for democracy. I imag-
ine the feeling will now (in some quarters)
be returned. And so the spiral continues --
sometimes leftward, sometimes rightward,

" and philosophic justifications for holding
pice views as a Catholic public of-
ficial. At Notre Dame University in 1984,
he devoted 7,500 eloquent words to ex-
plaining why he was personally opposed
to abortion, but ...

Andrew Cuomo, in contrast, proposed
to remove most meaningful restrictions
on post-viability abortions in New York --
then declared pro-lifers to be aliens in his
promised land. What the younger Cuomo
lacks in rhetorical skill, he makes up for in
chilling clarity. Even a fig leaf of internal
conflict no longer seems required on mat-
ters of Catholic conscience.

Cuomo holds one of the most prominent
public offices in Amernica. He 1s regarded
by some Democrats as a possible Plan B if
Hillary Clinton does not run for president.
And he apparently believes that the views
of a significant minority of citizens have
no place in his state. Does anyone -- Re-
publican or Democrat -- find this troubling
enough to object? It’s up to you, New
York., New York.

GUEST VIEW

Find root causes
of veteran suicides

San Antonio Express-News

here 1s genuine hope that once the complete numbers are
tallied, the number of military suicides in 2013 will be lower
than the high set in 2012 — 514 deaths.

If this occurs, 1t will likely be the result of proactive efforts in the
military to get soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen to seek help
when they need 1t.

There has been a genuine reluctance to seek that help because
this 1s thought to carry with 1t a personal and professional stigma
— a sense, perhaps, that asking for help 1s a sign of weakness

No. Know that if you are an active-duty member. in Military City
USA or anywhere, asking tor the help to get better — for yourself.
your family and your unit — 1s a sign of strength and resolve

Kudos to the military branches for the eftorts, though even 415
suicides — last year's figure without final reporting from the Army
and Manne Corps — 1s still much too high. But also disconcert-
Ing are some figures reported tor former members of the military
A nation’s duty to them does not go away just because they are no
longer serving.

A recent Express-News article reported that one specihic set o
Veterans Affairs Department hgures for 2011 had nearly doubled
from 2009 — from 88 to 152. This was for suicides of male vet
erans 18 to 29 years old. As the Express-News reported. this 1s o
complex 1ssue, 1n the military and out

But we note what might be a disturbing corollary. This group ol
veterans who served post-9/11 also report a higher level ot job-
lessness — 10 percent — than both civilians and other groups ol
velerans

This, of course. could be a chicken-or-the-egg question. Is that
relatively recent veteran jobless because of 1ssues that might in
clude thoughts of suicide, or 1s unemployment — making personal
and family responsibilities hard or harder to meet — the cause of
those thoughts”

Moreover, disability rates are higher tor veterans. and this. too.
could be a signficant factor. But a caning nation would make sure
that joblessness as a factor would be removed as much as 18 pos
sible. while pursuing remedies for all other tactors

Texas, at least, has stepped up. Now, the task 1s to vigorously get
the word out. One of the obstacles to civilian employment has been
the failure to count relevant military expenience

During the last legislative session, San Antonio state Sen. Leticia
Van de Putte authored. and the Legislature approved. a measure
that requires state agencies to accept a license 1ssued by another
junisdiction for veterans.

But another provision also directed agencies to credit vahd
military expenence toward state licenses and certificates where
appropriate — for instance. in truck dnving. or using special torces
training toward law enforcement certification.

But not every veteran will have the kind of military experience
that easily translates into civilian jobs, though we’d argue that dis
cipline, leadership and fidelity to duty can be read into the résumés
of most honorably discharged veterans.

This veteran will most need further training and education. There
1s already the Gl Bill and other programs. And, in Texas. there was
earlier College Credit for Heroes legislation, also by Van de Putte.
that allows veterans to get credit from military experience toward a
degree or certification.

No, jobs are not the total answer to what is a very complex 1ssue
But jobs are key to the transition to civilian life. Alleviating job-
lessness in this eohort of veterans will undoubtedly help

So, employers: Hire a vet.

And Texas and the federal government should explore what
more can be done, tackling all else that may be standing between a
veteran and a productive life.

This will involve even more outreach by the branches and the
VA, and even more convincing — for both active-duty members
and veterans — that seeking help 1s not weakness.

The wars are winding down, but the nation’s responsibilities to its
veterans are not — particularly to those veterans who are suffering.
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B The shame of Benghazi 1s that few are
interested 1n the facts coming out

When anvthing bipartisan comes out of a polar
1zed Washington, one should be gratetul. 1'hat s
why a Senate Intelhgence Committee report on the
September |1, 2012 attacks 1in Benghazi. Libya.
that killed U.S. Ambassador Chnis Stevens and
three other Americans represents progress of sorts

The commattee. chaired by Sen. Dianne Fein
stein. (D-CA). taults the State Department and
intelligence community tor tailing to prevent the
attacks. The commuttee determined that the U.S
military command did not know about a CIA an
nex 1in Benghazi and that. writes The Washington
Post. 7._the Pentagon didn't have the resources n
place to detend the State Department compound
in an emergency. This communications farlure
between agencies. supposedly solved atter the
September 11. 2001 attacks. had not been. If 1t
had. the report found. Benghazi hikely could have
been prevented

Sen. Feinstein cnticized some Republicans on
the commuttee tor adding a section 1n the report
called “additional views™ in which they intimate
that then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was
culpable 1n the attacks. In a statement. Femnstein.
wanting the record clear. said the accusation was
“patently false” and that Clinton was “not men
tioned a single time 1n the 38-page bipartisan
section of our Benghazi report.

Yet. in an October 16. 2012 interview with CNN
in Peru, Chinton said about Benghazi. *'I take re-
sponsibility. I'm 1n charge of the State Department s
60.000-plus P'L'l‘.lplt: all over the world. 275 posts.

So. Clinton was “in charge.” but not at fault, 1s
that 1t”

In her additional views entry, Sen. Susan Col-
lins (R-ME). said. “To be clear, the responsibility
tor the attack lies with the attackers themselves.
Unfortunately. the promises of the president and

other senior administration officials to bring any of

the attackers to justice have ringed hollow thus far.
The report finds that more than a year after the at-
tack, the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>