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HoLibAYy
VILLAGE
IN PLAZA

This bustling holiday vil-
lage set is located at
the Spring Town Plaza
across from Hallmark
and is courtesy of Karen
and Jim Oliver. It’s the
culmination of a 20-year
collection by the couple
and is stocked full of
miniature buildings, figu-
rines and even a train
running through the
six-tiered display. The
village is expected to be
up through New Year’s.
HERALD photo/Lyndel Moody

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

They’re coming in from
all over to see the Festival of
Lights.

The 18" edition of the Festi-
val of Lights is attracting vis-
itors at a record pace so far,
and its busiest days are still
ahead, longtime Director Pat
Simmons said.

Through Tuesday, 12,927
people from 37 states and 11
countries have visited the at-
traction, which runs nightly
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To reach us:

Please call 263-7331.

Office hours are 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. If you miss your
paper, please call (432)
263-7331 before 6 p.m.
weekdays.
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through Dec. 31 at Coman-
che Trail Park. Admission is
free.

Those totals have Simmons
thinking she may just realize
her long-held dream of 25,000
visitors.

“We’re halfway to my goal,”
she said thismorning. “We've
had really good attendance
every night — it’s been bum-
per-to-bumper at times — and
we’re expecting even more to-
night and (Thursday), which
have always been our busiest
two days.”

The festival features more
than 1 million lights and hun-
dreds of displays, turning a
large section of the park into
a West Texas style Christmas
wonderland.

The attraction is open from
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Festival of Lights is en-
tirely funded by donations
to help pay for building

See LIGHTS, Page 3

Photo courtesy of Andreia Medlin

The Festival of Lights will continue nightly at Comanche Trail Park through Dec. 31.

SO AHEAD. OFEM OME
OW CHEISTMAS EVE!

Dec. 24
1 shopping
day to Christmas

Blumss

One beautiful place.

263267

Monday-Saturday 10-6
Inside The Spring Town Plaza

261-6335

Q4 See photo, Page 3

Special to the Herald

Christmas came a little early for the
West Texas VA Health Care System
in Big Spring, Texas this week.

This particular Christmas present

was 15 Kindle e-readers and 5 Kindle

Fire HD 7 tablets.

The Kindles are for the veterans that
are long term as well as nursing home
patients at the hospital. Each of the
Kindles contains a literary selection
made by members of the Comanche
Springs Chapter — NSDAR, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution

See KINDLES, Page 3
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Thelma Banks

Manuel Money

Thelma Banks Manuel Money,
93, of Big Spring, died Saturday,
Dec. 20, 2014, at her great-niece’s
home. The family will receive
friends from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 26, 2014, at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home. Funeral ser-
vice will be at 1 p.m. Saturday at
Myers & Smith Chapel with Pas-
tor Lester Brown, Pastor Holston
Banks and Minister Bernadette
Banks Young officiating.

Thelma was born June 5, 1921, in Webberville,
Texas, to Jim Etta (Banks) and Robert Banks. Dur-
ing World War II, she worked at the air craft plant
in California. She moved to Big Spring in 1963. She
married James Manuel on Sept. 7, 1966. He preced-
ed her in death on Aug. 18, 1989. She later married
L.C. Money on June 19, 1996, and he passed away on
March 18, 2009.

She went to Howard College and was the first
black woman to attend Valta Reeves College of
Cosmotology. She was also a cook, having worked
at Howard College, Webb Air Force Base and The

Ramada Inn. She accepted Christ as her savior at
an early age and loved Jesus, her family, church,
Bible and music. Thelma helped start at least four
churches as well as organizing the Big Spring Chap-
ter of NAACP. She was also active in the Democrat-
ic Party of Howard County. Although Thelma was
not a biological mother, she was “mother” to many,
from potty training, playing sports to teaching how
to drive a car. She wrote more than 500 songs. Thel-
ma’s other hobbies included fishing and sewing.

She is survived by one step-daughter, Hattie B.
Wilson of Pecos; one step-son, Donald Lee Hall of
Pecos; her first cousin, Gladys Banks; and several
nieces and nephews, including Elizabeth Wheat,
Christine Bolden, Merle Jefferson and Shirley
Brown; several great-nieces and great-nephews,
including Bernadette Young and family, Holston
Banks and family, Phillip Wheat and family, all
of Big Spring, and Robert Canada and family from
Pflugerville.

In addition to her parents and husbands, she was
preceded in death by seven brothers and three sis-
ters.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Inez Grant Shivers

Inez Grant Shivers, 89, passed
away on her birthday, Friday,
Dec. 19, 2014. Graveside funeral
services will be at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 27, 2014, at the Peace
Chapel at Trinity Memorial Park
with Dr. Randy Cotton, pastor of
Trinity Baptist Church, officiat-
ing.

The family will receive friends
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 26, 2014, at the Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home.

She was born Dec. 19, 1925, in Howard County,
Texas to Mollie and Emmitt Crittenden. She mar-
ried Jim C. Grant Jan. 25, 1941.

Jim preceded her in death and she later married
Howard L. Shivers. He preceded her in death in
2007.

Inez lived most of her life in Big Spring. She was
a Baptist.

She is survived by her daughters and sons-in-law,
Celia and Johnie Williams, Linda Davidson and
Sue and Chuck Carey; her sister, Dot Gay and hus-
band Dale; three brothers, twins George Crittenden
and wife Nita and James Crittenden and Don Crit-
tenden; 17 grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren;
and 10 great-great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents and husbands, she was
preceded in death by her sisters, Alma Shaffer, Eu-
nice Winn and Charlene Shipp; and her brothers,
Curtis, Eugene, Robert and Morris Crittenden; and
a great-grandson.

The family suggests memorials to any charity
that benefits veterans or to a favorite charity.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences may be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Al Aton

Al Aton, 95, of Big Spring, died Wednesday, Dec.
24, 2014, at his residence. His services are pending
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Cre-
matory.

The Big Spring Police Depart-
ment reported the following ac-
tivity between 7 a.m. Wednesday
and 7 a.m. today:

* MATHEW CASTILLO, 19, of
1205 Harding, was arrested on
warrants for no driver’s license-
when unlicensed and failure to
appear.

* DEEANNA KAY WOODARD,
33, of 817 Timothy Lane, was ar-
rested on charges of expired mo-
tor vehicle inspection certificate,
drove without being secured by
a safety belt, and possession of
marijuana, less than or equal to
2 ounces.

* DEREK TRAVER MOFFETT,
35, of 200 E. 11t Place, was arrest-
ed on a charge of possession of a
controlled substance, less than 1
gram.

« CHAD EVAN HALL, 41, of
1434 Hilltop, was arrested on a
warrant for assault causing bodi-
ly injury.

* CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was

THURSDAY

reported in the 3600 block of W.
Highway 80.

+ MINOR ACCIDENT was re-
ported in the I-20 176 exit service
road.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITA-
TION was reported in the 100
block of N. Johnson St.

* ASSAULT was reported in the
800 block of Andree St. and the
3600 block of W. Highway 80.

« THEFT was reported in the
200 block of W. FM 700., the 2300
block of Langley Drive and the
600 block of S. Goliad St.

* DISTURBANCE was reported
in the 1600 block of Sunset Av-
enue.

The Howard County Sheriff’s
Office reported the following ac-
tivity:

Note — Officials with the How-
ard County Jail reported having
60 inmates at the time of this re-
port.

« CHAD HALL, 41, was booked

by the HCSO on a warrant for as-
sault causing bodily injury.

« MATHEW CASTILLO, 19,
was booked by the BSPD on war-
rants for failure to appear and no
driver’s license.

« DEREK TAVER MOFETT,
35, was booked by the BSPD on
a charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance, less than one
gram.

+« DEANNA KAY WOODARD,
33, was booked by the BSPD on
a charge of possession of mari-
juana, less than 2 ounces; and on
warrants for expired motor vehi-
cle inspection certificate and no
seat belt.

« CHRISTOPHER SALAZAR,
27, was booked by the BSPD on
charges of criminal mischief,
less than $50; and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

« JIMMY FRANKLIN MASS-
INGILL, 47, was booked by the
BSPD on a charge of terroristic
threat of family/household.

¢ Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 615 Settles, open
discussion noon to 1
p.m.; women’s meeting;
6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discus-
sion meeting, 8 p.m. un-
til 9 p.m.

¢ Spring Tabernacle
Ministries has a faith-
based support group
for those who need help
finding and continuing
to walk down the path
God has for each of us.
Meetings are at 11 a.m.

until noon and again
at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.. The
classes take place at
Spring Tabernacle Min-
istries, located at 1209
Wright St.

« Weight Watchers
meets at 6 p.m. at St.
Paul Lutheran Church.
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m.
Weigh-in is confidential
and you don’t have to
talk if you don’t want
to.

Flexible payment op-
tions.

RIME We Are All Your

PHALT
(432) 296-1213

TAR & CHIP - SEAL COATING -

Asphalt Needs!!

253757

PAVING

3200 Parkway Rd.

PARKVIEW NURSING

AND REHABILITATION CENTER

Parkview is Your Best Choice

FOR
Long Term

AND

Age Related
Illness

432-263-4041

« Stepping Stone Group
of Narcotics Anony-
mous meets at Spring
Town Plaza (inside the
mall, across from the
movie box office, next to
Sears). Open meeting at
7p.m.

e A Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder support
group meeting is at 6:30

p.m. at the VA Medical
Center Veteran’s Heal-
ing Center.

FRIDAY

*7p.m. — The Stepping
Stone Group of Narcot-
ics Anonymous meets
at Spring Town Plaza
(inside the mall, across
from the movie box of-
fice, next to Sears).
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Local 5-Day Forecast

Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon
12/25 12/26 12/27 12/28 12/29
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52/37 | 63/42 | 67/35 | 45/32 | 53/32
Sunny skies. | Mostly Sunshine. Cloudy. Clouds giv-
High 52F. sunny and | Highs in the | Highsinthe |ing way to
Winds WNW | windy. Highs | upper 60s mid 40s and | sun . Highs
at10to 15 [inthe low and lowsin [lowsinthe |inthe low
mph. 60s and the mid 30s. | low 30s. 50s and
lows in the lows in the
low 40s. low 30s.
Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise:
7:44 AM 7:45 AM 7:45 AM 7:45 AM 7:46 AM
Sunset: Sunset: Sunset: Sunset: Sunset:
5:47 PM 5:47 PM 5:48 PM 5:49 PM 5:49 PM
NCELEBRATING THE AMERICAN SPIRITH
Texas At A Glance
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3 E Austin Houston

O 56/35
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San Antonio

58/37

Brownsville
64/43

Area Cities

Abilene 52 36 sunny Kingsville 61 40 sunny
Amarillo 46 31 sunny Livingston 51 35 mst sunny
Austin 56 35 sunny Longview 49 34 ptsunny
Beaumont 52 35 mstsunny Lubbock 49 31 sunny
Brownsville 64 43 sunny Lufkin 53 35 mst sunny
Brownwood 52 33 sunny Midland 52 36 sunny
Corpus Christi 59 43 sunny Raymondville 63 41 sunny
Corsicana 50 34 sunny Rosenberg 56 38 sunny
Dallas 50 35 sunny San Antonio 58 37 sunny
Del Rio 58 35 sunny San Marcos 57 36 sunny

El Paso 51 33 sunny Sulphur Springs 48 34 mst sunny
Fort Stockton 52 37 sunny Sweetwater 51 37 sunny
Gainesville 47 33 sunny Tyler 50 35 mst sunny
Greenville 48 33 sunny Weatherford 49 34 sunny
Houston 54 40 sunny Wichita Falls 49 32 sunny
National Cities

Atlanta 66 38 t-storm Minneapolis 35 27 cloudy
Boston 52 52 rain New York 55 54 rain
Chicago 37 31 mixed Phoenix 62 42 mst sunny
Dallas 50 35 sunny San Francisco 59 46 rain
Denver 49 29 mstsunny Seattle 46 38 rain
Houston 54 40 sunny St. Louis 40 32 mixed
Los Angeles 69 49 mst sunny Washington, DC 62 51 rain
Miami 82 70 ptsunny

Moon Phases

New First

Dec 22 Dec 28
UV Index

Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon

12/25 12/26 12/27 12/28 12/29
. 38 [ 8 | 38 [ 2 | 3 |
Moderate Moderate Moderate Low Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale, 0 - 11

with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.
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of Fort Stockton, Texas.
TheComancheSprings
Chapter’s annual Vet-
erans Christmas Care
Project was the fruition
of a community-wide
fund raising effort, and
business owners in Fort
Stockton generously
opened their wallets.
The chapter, in con-
junction with Freedom’s
Disciples R/C, a veter-
ans support motorcycle
riding club of Sander-
son, Texas, along with
individuals and friends
of the chapter and the
riding club, were able
to raise $3,100. In addi-
tion to the 20 Kindles,
the VA hospital will re-
ceive $1,100.00 for the
purchase of books.
Kindle has a built in
dictionary and word-
building  application,
making it a great tool
for improving literacy,
along with access to
more than 3 million
book titles. They also
have a large selection
of free books, as well

as Good Reads, a book
sharing program, and
access to public library
titles.

The Kindle Fire HD 7
has full audio and color
capability, and veter-
ans who cannot see or
read well will be able
to order narrated books
on their devices. For
the audio units, in-ear
headphones were also
provided.

The veterans at the
hospital will be able to
check out the Kindles,
which will be adminis-
tered by the recreation
staff. Each Kindle has
a book category, such
as western, mystery,
biography, sports, clas-
sics, best sellers, etc.,
and the administrator
will be able to purchase
and distribute the books

through Amazon’s
Whispercast software
application.

In addition to provid-
ing instant and easy ac-
cess to books, this has
the potential to be devel-
oped into an electronic
library for the hospital.

Representatives of the
organizations, Lindy
Stumberg, regent, Co-

mancheSpringsChapter
— NSDAR and Forrest
Stumberg, president,
Freedom’s Disciples
R/C, were enthusiasti-
cally met at the hospital
by Iva Jo Hanslik, com-
munity relations coordi-
nator, and immediately
ushered into the office
of Michael Kiefer, direc-
tor of the West Texas VA
Health Care System.

Kiefer was familiar
with the Kindle and its
capabilities, and imme-
diately recognized the
value and potential of
the gifts.

Hanslik was excited
that the younger vet-
erans in the hospital
would have some elec-
tronics to enjoy.

Both oficials were
thrilled with the gifts,
and the generosity of
the community of Fort
Stockton.

The West Texas VA
Heath Care System is a
unit of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs,
and serves the veter-
ans in a 33 county area
encompassing 365,000
square miles. The
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution is a pa-

Courtesy photo

This week, the West Texas VA Health Care System of Big Spring received
20 Kindles for veterans to utilize. Pictured from left are Michael Kiefer,
director, West Texas VA Health Care System; Forrest Stumberg, president,
Freedom’s Disciples R/C; Lindy Stumberg, regent, Comanche Springs
Chapter — NSDAR; and lva Jo Hanslik, community relations coordinator,

West TX VA HCS.

triotic non-profit orga-
nization, and Freedom’s
Disciples is a veterans
support motorcycle rid-

ing club.

Submitted by Lindy
Stumberg, regent, Co-

manche Springs Chapter
— NSDAR, Daughters
of the American Revolu-
tion.

NORAD tracks when Santa Claus is comin’

DAN ELLIOTT

Associated Press
COLORADDO
SPRINGS, Colo. — Vol-
unteers at the North
American  Aerospace
Defense Command are
getting ready to moni-
tor Santa Claus as he
makes his storybook
Christmas Eve flight.
Technology and so-
cial media have become
an important part of
the U.S. and Canadian
military tradition, and
NORAD Tracks Santa
has already attracted
a record 1.5 million
Facebook “likes.” The
volunteers will spend
Wednesday answering
phone calls and emails
from children wonder-
ing when Santa Claus
is comin’ to town. The
helpersalsopostupdates
on the fabled journey to
Facebook, Twitter and
www.NORADSanta.org.
The 59-year-old pro-
gram now has a control
center at Peterson Air
Force Base in Colorado
Springs, and it gener-
ates enough statistics,
anecdotes and stories to
fill a sleigh:
— HOW IT STARTED:

A December 1955 news-
paper ad invited kids
to call Santa, but the
phone number it listed
was for the Continen-
tal Aerospace Defense
Command, the pre-
decessor to the North
American  Aerospace
Defense Command. The
officers on duty played
along and began passing
along reports on Santa’s
progress.

— HOW IT WORKS:
Kids call 877-HI-NO-
RAD or email no-
radtrackssanta@out-
look.com starting at 4
a.m. MST on Christmas
Eve. A volunteer checks
a big-screen computer
monitor and passes
along Santa’s location.
Updates are posted at
noradsanta.org, face-
book.com/noradsanta
and twitter.com/No-
radSanta. Hundreds
of volunteers work for
23 hours on the day —
and the night — before
Christmas.

— SO FAR THIS
YEAR: NORAD Tracks
Santa had 1.5 million
Facebook likes by Mon-
day afternoon and the
total was growing by

about 100 an hour. Twit-
ter followers stood at
136,000. Initial website
visits weren’t available,
and the phone lines and
email accounts weren’t
live yet.

— AND LAST YEAR:
The website attracted

more than 19.5 million
unique visitors in De-
cember, the Facebook
page drew 1.45 million
“likes” and the Twitter
feed had 146,000 follow-
ers. Volunteers took
117,000 phone calls and
answered 9,600 emails.

LIGHTS

Continued from Page 1

supplies, electricity and other

essentials.

Because of those donations
throughout the years, the trail

® Diarmnend Applicator
Certified

® Mesguite Contral
Starting In June

has been extended to more than
1.2 miles of lighted exhibits and
can take 10 to 25 minutes to view,
depending on traffic.

For those who prefer to take a
stroll outside of their vehicle,
there is a lighted walking trail
that starts at the duck pond and
ends at Kid’s Zone. A gift shop is

ATE AREA

FOR SPECIALTY SPRAYING
IN THE TRI-ST

® Prickly Pasr & Cholls
Control starting in lamusary

Charles Myers

Attorney At Law
Family Law And

Criminal Law
Ward & Myers, L.L.P.

432-683-3700 - Midland, TX

charles@wardmyers.com

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

222735

also on site.

For more information on this
year’s festival, contact the Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau at
264-2516 or 263-8235.

Contact Steve Reagan at 263-7331
ext. 234 or by e-mail at reporter@
bigspringherald.com

immigrants.

ARA MINI STO

Adheres to all state and federal laws in
regard to employment and disposal of
storage units which are in default.

Another 800 inquiries
came in via OnStar. The
Facebook likes, Twitter
followers, phone calls
and OnStar questions
were all record highs for
NORAD Tracks Santa.

— GROWING FAST:
Visits to the website,
which was launched
in 1997, peaked at 22.3
million in 2012 before
dropping to about 19.6
million last year. The
reason isn’t clear, but
Maj. Beth Castro, a NO-
RAD spokeswoman,
said the website might
not have been able to ac-
commodate all the traf-
fic.

— PHONE CALLS:
Phone calls rose from
about 74,000 in 2009 to
more than 117,000 in
2013.

— SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook “likes” grew
from 1 million in 2011
to 1.45 million last year;
Twitter followers were
up from 101,000 to more
than 146,000.

— NEW THIS YEAR:
The website has an
animated elf named Ra-
dar. “Radar” was the
favorite in a vote on

COWBOYS STEAKAOUSE
AND RESTAURANT

|
|
$1.00 Off Adults |
50¢ Off Children |
|
|
|

| iy bl
1
|
|

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or
| Any Entree $9.00 or above I

I 1 Coupon Per Person I
I Must Be Presented For Discount I

Expires 12-31-2014 |
2532

The owner of AAA Mini Storage has never
lived in Odessa, Texas.

We are locally owned and operated. the
owner and employees have never been
arrested for stealing items from any
storage units. We do not employ illegal

El

to town

Facebook, beating out
“DARON,” which is NO-
RAD spelled backward,
and “Echo L. Foxtrot,”
which uses the military
phonetic alphabet to
spell out “elf.” NORAD
Tracks Santa also has
a new mobile version
of its website for smart-
phones.

— WHAT'S NORAD?
The joint U.S.-Canada
command is responsible
for defending the skies
and monitoring the sea
approaches for both na-
tions. Its control room
was originally inside
Cheyenne Mountain
in Colorado Springs in
a shelter designed to
withstand a nuclear at-
tack. The control room
is now at Peterson Air
Force Base, also in Colo-
rado Springs.

NORAD Tracks San-
ta: 877-HI-NORAD, no-
radtrackssanta@out-
look.com, http:/[www.
noradsanta.org

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Thelma Banks Manuel
Money, 93, died Saturday.
The family will receive
friends from 6 p.m. until 7
p.m. Friday at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
Funeral service will be at
1 p.m. Saturday at Myers
& Smith.

2015 Norman Rockwell
Calendars are in!

263299
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Opinion

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

Austin, 78768
Phone: 512-463-0331

+ BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

*KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720

* TED CRUZ Phone: 432-268-9909
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate BIG SPRING
Office Building CITY COUNCIL
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305

* LARRY MCLELLAN,

Phone: 202-228-0462 Mavor — Office: 267-

2711.
« JOHN CORNYN - MARVIN BOYD —
U.S. Senator 263-8800

517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305

Phone: 202-224-2934

« CARMEN HARBOUR
— Work: 264-2401.

- RAUL MARQUEZ JR
— Cell: 816-1015.

+ JUSTIN MYERS —
Home: 263-3771.

- BOBBY MCDONALD
— Home: 263-4835.
Work: 263-1234.

- RAUL BENAVIDES —
Work: 267-2501.

- RANDY
NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722

STATE HOWARD NTY
GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONERS

- RICK PERRY * MARK BARR, CounTty
Governor Jubge — Home and

Office: 264-2202.

« OSCAR GARCIA —
Home: 264-0026.

- DONNIE BAKER —
Home: 267-5325.

State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428

Austin, 78711

Phone: 512-463-2000

- DREW DARBY + JIMMIE LONG —
State Representative Home: 466-0793.
Texas 72nd District + JOHN CLINE —

P.O. Box 2910 Home: 263-7158.

The Herald is always interested in our read-
ers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your
needs, we offer several ways in which you
may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

+ By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring,
79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

+ Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as
well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and
clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to
one letter per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include
a telephone number or address will not be
considered.

* Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring,
79721.

As the day of Your birth approaches, Lord,
let us be at peace with everyone.
Amen

The many ways of celebrating

ithin mere hours

almost every family

in America will be

celebrating Christ-
mas in some manner. It’s the
most anticipated and famous
holiday on the
calendar for most
people, especially
youngsters. Some-
one said there are
three phrases that
sum up Christmas:
Peace on Earth,
Goodwill to Men,
and Batteries Not
Included. Bernard
Manning wrote,
“I once bought my
kids a set of batter-
ies for Christmas
with a note on it saying, toys not
included.”

For the majority of us Christ-
mas is much more than lights,
decorations and gifts. It even
transcends the greatest human
connection for the holiday’s
meaning, family. Billions of
Christians around the world
understand it to be a birthday
celebration for Jesus. W.J. Cam-
eron said, “There has been only
one Christmas — the rest are
anniversaries.”

Erma Bombeck said, “There’s
nothing sadder in this world
than to awake Christmas morn-
ing and not be a child.” I really
like what author David Grayson
said; “I sometimes think we ex-
pect too much of Christmas Day.
We try to crowd into it the long
arrears of kindliness and human-
ity of the whole year. As for me,
Ilike to take my Christmas a
little at a time, all through the
year. And thus I drift along into
the holidays — let them overtake
me unexpectedly — waking up
some fine morning and suddenly
saying to myself, ‘Why, this is
Christmas Day!"”

Along with the religious as-
pects of Christmas there are, of
course, the various traditions as-
sociated with the season. Believe
in Santa? Well, here’s a little
math for you to ponder.

Santa has 31 hours of Christ-
mas to work with, thanks to the
different time zones and the rota-
tion of the earth, assuming he
travels east to west (which seems
logical).

This works out to 822.6 visits
per second. This is to say that
for each household with good
children, Santa has 1/1000th of
a second to park, hop out of the
sleigh, jump down the chimney,
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fill the stockings, distribute the
remaining presents under the
tree, eat whatever snacks have
been left, get back up the chim-
ney, get back into the sleigh and
move on to the next house. Now,
don’t share that bit of data with
your children if you're trying to
keep the fantasy alive for them.
Unfortunately I have not
experienced the honor of being
in another country at Christmas-
time but I have always found it
fascinating to read about the way
other peoples celebrate the day.

In America children
hang stockings over the fire-
place. When they are asleep
Santa Claus arrives with
his reindeer, slides down
the chimney and fills them with
presents.

British children re-
ceive their gifts from Father
Christmas. They enjoy a Christ-
mas dinner of roast turkey
and mince pie or plum pudding.
People often go around from
house to house and sing carols.

Children in France welcome
the visit of Pere No 1. They leave
shoes by the fireplace so that he
can fill them with gifts. After
midnight mass many families
have a special supper called “Le
reveillon.” They eat a “Buche de
No 1,” a special cake that looks
like a log.

In many Italian homes a na-
tivity scene called “presepio”
is the center of celebrations.
Many families have fried eel,
called “capitone,” as a Christmas
Eve supper. Other special dish-
es are “panetone,” a bread with
dried fruit, and “torrone,” can-
dy made with nuts and honey.

In Sweden, Christmas pres-
ents are brought by Jultomten,
who has elves as helpers. In this
northern European country the
Christmas season begins on De-
cember 13 — St. Lucia Day. On
this day the oldest daughter of
the house puts on a white dress
and wears a wreath with can-
dles on her head. She serves
coffee and buns to the rest of her
family.

For German and Austrian chil-
dren, festivities begin on Decem-
ber 6, when St. Nicholas comes
to their homes and gives them a
bag filled with sweets, oranges
and nuts. Christmas presents
are brought by the “Weihnachts-
mann” or “Christkind.” Families
like to eat stollen, bread filled
with fruits.

In Bethlehem, a small town in
today’s Israel, there is a color-

ful procession on Christmas Eve.
People walk through the nar-
row streets and carry a picture of
Jesus in a cradle to the Church
of Nativity. There it is put into a
glass manger. Pilgrims from all
over the world travel to Bethle-
hem to take part.

In Mexico, children have a
Christmas party and hang a
“pinata,” on a rope from the ceil-
ing. This is an earthenware
jug or a paper figure that is filled
with candy or small toys. Then
they blindfold themselves and
try to hit it with a stick until it
breaks and the sweets and toys
fall out. Many people take part
in processions that show how
Mary and Joseph searched for a
place to stay in Bethlehem.

In the southern hemi-
sphere Christmas comes during
the hot summer season. In Brazil
people have outdoor picnics
and fireworks, Australians
gather outdoors and spend the
holidays on sandy beaches. For
pupils it’s the end of the school
year and the beginning of the
summer holidays.

I remember reading the words
of Danish author Sigrid Unset,
who wrote, “And when we give
each other Christmas gifts in
His name, let us remember that
He has given us the sun and
the moon and the stars, and the
earth with its forests and moun-
tains and oceans — and all that
lives and move upon them. He
has given us all green things and
everything that blossoms and
bears fruit and all that we quar-
rel about and all that we have
misused — and to save us from
our foolishness, from all our
sins, He came down to earth and
gave us Himself.” To me, that’s
Christmas.

Whatever your plans for tomor-
row, when people unwrap the
gifts you will be sharing, perhaps
you should consider the words
of Oren Arnold who offered;
“Christmas gift suggestions: To
your enemy, forgiveness. To an
opponent, tolerance. To a friend,
your heart. To a customer,
service. To all, charity. To every
child, a good example. To your-
self, respect.” Merry Christmas!

You may not agree with any-
thing I've said, but I column as I
see ‘em.

Eddy Prince is senior pastor at
Grace Fellowship Church of God
in Big Spring. He can be reached
by email at pastorprince@msn.
com.

A heartfelt Christmas card for you

This column has been published
previously in the Herald.

igned Christmas cards the

other night. There’s some-

thing kind of special about

writing “Merry Christmas”
over and over that helps me get
in the holiday
spirit. At least
until I get bleary
eyed, which these
days is pretty
quickly. To those
of you who receive
a “Mary Chriss-
mus” card from
Bull McCllellllan, I
apologize. It wasn’t
an attempt at hu-
mor. It was writ-
er’s cramp. And
it’s not that you
were among the last on the list,
either. It’s just that... Well OK, it
is because you were last on the
list. But hey, at least you were on
the list. Lucky you, huh?

Actually, no one can send a
card to everyone, I don’t care
how cheap the Dollar Store has
marked them down. At darn near
50 cents per stamp... well, some
of you just aren’t worth it. But
if you didn’t get a card from me,
don’t assume I didn’t send you
one. Blame the post office. Every-
body does.

Seriously, signing those cards
gave me a moment to reflect on
some things and I decided that
what I would do is just write a
Christmas card column here, for
all of you. Sort of a Merry Christ-
mas from Bull, err, Bill.

First, the obvious... Merry

B
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Christmas.

I hope your Christmas is
everything you want it to be. I
hope you get whatever you wish
for except woofers for your car
stereo system.

Mostly, I wish for you a spirit
of joy. If I could personally give
you anything, it would be a smile
on your face and peace in your
heart.

Mainly, I hope you have a
wonderful time experiencing
those things that are not mate-
rial. Those opportunities where
you pause long enough to hold
the door open for someone, carry
packages or groceries out to a car
for a stranger, wave another mo-
torist toward that parking place
right near the door. That last
one’s a tough one, I know.

A quick aside here. The other
day I checked out of a local store
and was having difficulty getting
my bags down a curb and into my
pickup. I asked a young teenager
if he would help, and he did so
with a smile. I went home glad
to have had some help and I'm
pretty sure he went home feeling
a little better about himself.

I hope you’ll sing your favorite
carols out loud whether you can
keep a tune or not, shout “Merry
Christmas!” to someone you don’t
know and pour a cup of eggnog or
hot chocolate for a new friend.

I hope you’ll put work aside
for a bit. Take a reprieve from
worrying about the bills, put off
the wash and the ironing, wait
before you rake the leaves from
the yard. Take some time to relax
and enjoy what’s going on around
you, even if it’s just for a few

hours. If it means telling a loved
one, “Get off your rear and get
your own piece of pumpkin pie,”
then do it — in a Christmasy
way, of course.

I wish for you the spirit of giv-
ing. Place a dollar in a kettle, buy
an extra toy for a child you don’t
know or purchase a warm robe
for an elderly person you may
never meet. Because no matter
how much or little you have,
sharing it with others gives you
the greatest feeling in the world.

I hope you’ll take a few minutes
to thank your maker that you
live where you live and savor the
freedoms you have. Say a prayer
because while you are enjoying
your holiday meal, opening gifts
and treasuring the smiles on the
faces of your children or grand-
children, somewhere your broth-
ers and sisters are under fire,
crawling on their bellies through
the rubble of a bombed out build-
ing in a hostile land they barely
know.

Celebrate a little extra for them.
They — and their comrades
before them — are the reason we
live in a land where celebrating
Christmas is a choice we make,
and not one that someone makes
for us.

Finally, I wish for you the joy
and happiness of celebrating
what Christians call the true
reason for the season — the birth
of Christ. We consider the Lord’s
gift the greatest gift of all — and
I couldn’t wish for you any better
gift than that.

Bill McClellan is editor of the Big
Spring Herald and can be reached at
editor@bigspringherald.com
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News in brief

Ex-President George

H.W. Bush taken to hospital

HOUSTON (AP) — Former President George H.W.
Bush was admitted to a Houston hospital Tuesday
evening after experiencing a shortness of breath, a
family spokesman said.

Bush, 90, was taken by ambulance to Houston
Methodist Hospital as a “precaution,” according to
spokesman Jim McGrath. He “will be held for ob-
servation, again as a precaution,” McGrath said in
a statement.

Bush spent nearly two months in the same hos-
pital and was discharged in January 2013 after
treatment for a bronchitis-related cough and other
issues.

The White House said President Barack Obama,
who is vacationing in Hawaii, has been notified
about Bush’s hospital admission.

“President Obama and the first lady send their
good wishes to the former president and the en-
tire Bush family during this holiday season,” said
White House spokesman Eric Schultz.

Bush, who can no longer use his legs, made two
public appearances last month. He attended at an
event at Texas A&M University with his son, for-
mer President George W. Bush.

The elder Bush also served as the coin toss cap-
tain for the Houston Texans during a Nov. 23 game
that honored the U.S. Armed Forces.

Bush, the 41st president, had served two terms as
Ronald Reagan’s vice president when he was elect-
ed in 1988. Four years later, after a term highlight-
ed by the success of the 1991 Gulf War in Kuwait, he
lost to Democrat Bill Clinton amid voters’ concerns
about the economy.

He was a naval aviator in World War II — at one
point the youngest in the Navy — and was shot
down over the Pacific.

The elder Bush has skydived on at least three of
his birthdays since leaving the White House. In
June, he celebrated his 90th birthday by making a
tandem parachute jump near his summer home in
Kennebunkport, Maine. During the winter, Bush
and his wife, Barbara, live in Houston.

Janek: Texas health

agency misled on no-bid deals

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas Health and Human
Services Commissioner Kyle Janek said Tuesday
he takes ultimate responsibility for $110 million
in no-bid contracts that have thrown his massive
agency into upheaval and are now the focus of a
criminal investigation.

But Janek also told reporters he was misled by two
high-ranking officials who resigned this month, in-
cluding one at the behest of Gov. Rick Perry.

“I never forget that, ultimately, I'm responsible,”
said Janek, the Austin American-Statesman re-
ported.

Janek’s agency hired Austin-based 21CT to help
the state root out Medicaid fraud. He said the origi-
nal contract was procured through inappropriate
channels and said he approved a $90 million con-
tract extension this year based on the case made by
former agency general counsel Jack Stick.

Stick resigned earlier this month. Doug Wilson,
the agency’s inspector general, resigned on Friday
after a Perry spokeswoman said the governor had
lost confidence in his ability to prevent waste and
abuse.

Efforts to reach Stick have been unsuccessful. He
has previously defended the contracts and the per-
formance of 21CT. A phone message left for Wilson
on Tuesday was not immediately returned.

The head of the state’s Public Integrity Unit said
last week that his office was preparing to open a
criminal investigation. State auditors are also dig-
ging into the deal, which received intensifying
scrutiny after investigations by the Statesman and
the Houston Chronicle.

The widening fallout includes revelations that
two state oversight boards designed to scrutinize
major purchases, including the 21CT deal, never
reviewed the deals before approval, according to
state officials.

Contracts of that size typically receive extra
scrutiny before approval, but the Statesman re-

ported that the 21CT deals bypassed those routine
reviews, including from a panel called the Quality
Assurance Team that asked the agency to review
the project in September 2013.

Strong holiday shopping

season expected in Texas

DALLAS (AP) — As Texas retailers see a stream
of shoppers checking items off their Christmas
lists, lower gas prices and a growing state economy
are among factors fueling forecasts that consumers
here are spending more this holiday season.

“We are expecting a good, strong season,” said
Ronnie Volkening, president of the Texas Retailers
Association, who expects the state to do even better
than the upbeat national prediction.

The National Retail Federation, the nation’s larg-
est retail trade group, expects sales nationwide to
rise 4.1 percent for the holiday season — November
and December. That’s higher than last year’s 3.1
percent increase for the same time period. Volken-
ing said he expects Texas, with its strong economy,
to see an even better percentage increase, possibly
arise of 5 to 6 percent over last year.

Lea Ann Capel, who bought a couple of Christ-
mas gifts for her 11-year-old daughter Tuesday at
a Toys R Us store in Dallas, said she’s feeling more
confident when it comes to spending this holiday
season. She said she could see that in other shop-
pers as well, as they loaded up on gifts instead of
just browsing.

“You just notice it — all the traffic at all the malls,
they are all packed,” said Capel, whose caution
about holiday shopping stemmed from the 2008 eco-
nomic downturn. She said it helped this year that
she and her husband both received larger work bo-
nuses.

The Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts says
that as of October, the latest month available, the
state has had 56 consecutive months of increased
sales tax revenues. For November 2013, Texas had
sales tax revenue of about $2.3 billion, up about 4
percent from the year before. In December 2013,
Texas had sales tax revenues of $2.3 billion, up 8.3
percent from the year before.

Jim MclIngvale, owner of two Gallery Furniture
stores in Houston, said sales are up about 20 per-
cent for December so far. He attributes the increase
to better marketing, especially in social media, as
well as an increase in higher-end furniture and a
good economy.

Houston grand jury

doesn’t indict officer in shooting

HOUSTON (AP) — A grand jury has declined to
indict a Houston police officer in the fatal shooting
of an unarmed black man, a decision that follows
similar outcomes in officer-involved deaths in Mis-
souri, New York and Wisconsin.

The Harris County panel returned its decision
Tuesday in the case of Juventino Castro, who shot
26-year-old Jordan Baker on Jan. 16. Castro, who is
Hispanic, was off duty but in uniform, working se-
curity at a mall where there had been robberies.

Police say Castro told investigators Baker briefly
struggled with him and ran, then charged back at
the officer. Baker’s mother said Castro wrongly
profiled her son as a criminal.

Harris County District Attorney Devon Ander-
son said the grand jury found no probable cause
that a crime was committed and wasn’t endorsing
Castro’s actions.

Fired Travis County

prosecutor could get $270K

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A Travis County prosecu-
tor who was fired after making racial comments to
a jury could receive $270,000 to settle his wrongful
termination lawsuit.

The Austin American-Statesman reports Travis
County commissioners on Tuesday approved allo-
cating the funds for Steve Brand, pending a final
settlement. The money would come from the risk
management fund.

The assistant district attorney lost his job last
June. Brand’s dismissal came a month after his

comments dismissing a prospective juror who was
a member of the NAACP, comparing the juror’s
membership to white supremacy.

District Attorney Rosemary Lehmberg has said
the comments were racially insensitive.

The tentative $270,000 settlement could be final-
ized in early 2015 for Brand, who won'’t return to
the district attorney’s office.

His attorney declined comment Tuesday.

3 rescued after boat

runs aground in Trinity Bay

HOUSTON (AP) — The Coast Guard has rescued
three people after their boat ran aground in Trinity
Bay near Houston.

Coast Guard officials in Houston on Wednesday
announced nobody was hurt in the late-night res-
cue.

A Coast Guard helicopter was dispatched Tues-
day night after a relative called to say a boat carry-
ing two men and a female was overdue.

Crews located the boat, which was hung up on a
sandbar, after seeing a flare that was a fired from
the scene. The boaters also used a flashlight to sig-
nal for help. Lt. Brian Seekatz says the boaters did
not have a working radio or reliable cellphone.

A rescue swimmer was lowered to the boat. Two
people were hoisted into the helicopter. The third
person was picked up after trying to walk for help.

Houston police give

drivers $100 from Secret Santa

HOUSTON (AP) — Some drivers in Houston have
been getting a pleasant surprise during traffic stops
this holiday season.

Instead of writing tickets to people they have
pulled over for traffic violations, Houston police of-
ficers have been giving away money.

Officers have been distributing $100 bills to 100
unsuspecting motorists during traffic stops.

The police department says a “Secret Santa” do-
nated $10,000 to help people in need this holiday
season.

Police say they will distribute the private dona-
tion to motorists until all the money has been given
away.

2 injured after truck

crashes into Texas home

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A woman and a young
boy were injured after a truck crashed into their
San Antonio home.

Authorities say a man was driving his truck on
Tuesday when he had a seizure and lost control of
his vehicle.

The truck ran through a fence and plowed through
the living room of the home.

The woman and boy were thrown across the room
they were in when the truck crashed into their
home.

The two were taken to a local hospital but author-
ities say their injuries were minor.

Police allege Texas

armored car driver took cash

AMARILLO, Texas (AP) — Authorities are accus-
ing a Texas Panhandle armored car driver of tak-
ing more than $200,000 in cash after initially believ-
ing the man was missing following a robbery of his
vehicle.

Amarillo police say an arrest warrant has been is-
sued charging 24-year-old Trent Michael Cook with
first degree felony theft.

The armored car that Cook was driving had been
found running Monday morning. Cook was miss-
ing as well as the vehicle’s contents.

Police say they have arrested Cook’s father,
43-year-old Brian Hodge and charged him with
tampering with or fabricating evidence connected
to the case.

Investigators say evidence indicates Cook, who
is from Amarillo, had discussed how to commit a
theft like the one being alleged by authorities.

Police say Cook might be in a white Ford-15 pas-
senger van.
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St. Louis County police:
City officer shot, killed
man who pulled gun at

gas station

BERKELEY, Mo. (AP) — A subur-
ban St. Louis police officer shot and
killed a man who pointed a gun at
him at a gas station late Tuesday, po-
lice said.

A crowd of about 100 people were
gathered early Wednesday atthescene
in Berkeley, Missouri, a few miles
from Ferguson, where a white police
officer fatally shot black 18-year-old
Michael Brown in August.

According to a statement from St.
Louis County police spokesman Sgt.
Brian Schellman, a Berkeley police
officer was conducting a routine busi-
ness check at a gas station around
11:15 p.m. Tuesday when he saw two
men and approached them.

One of the men pulled a handgun
and pointed it at the officer, Schell-
man said. The officer fired several
shots, striking and fatally wounding
the man.

The second man fled, and the dead
man’s handgun has been recovered,
according to Schellman.

Iraqi officials: Suicide
bomber attacks
pro-government Sunni

militias, kills 22 people

BAGHDAD (AP) — A suicide bomb-
er blew up himself on Wednesday
among a group of pro-government,
anti-Islamic State group Sunni mili-
tias near Baghdad, killing at least 22
people, a latest bold attack by mili-
tants seeking to undermine govern-
ment efforts to fight extremists.

The attacker managed to mingle
with the militiamen who gathered at
a military base in the town of Madain
to receive their monthly payment,
two police officers said. At least 15 of
the dead were Sunni militiamen and
the rest were soldiers, while 55 others
were wounded, they said.

The town is located about 20 kilome-
ters (14 miles) south of Baghdad.

The group, known as Sahwa or the
Awakening Councils, is made up of
Sunni militiamen who joined U.S.
troops in the fight against al-Qaida
during the height of Iraq’s insurgen-
cy in 2007 and 2008. They are viewed
as traitors by the Sunni militants.

Three medical officials confirmed
the casualty figures. All officials
spoke on condition of anonymity as
they were not authorized to release
information to the media.

Sony tries again: Limited
‘Interview’ release gives
moviegoers chance to

send protest message

ATLANTA (AP) — Sony’s flip-flop
on releasing “The Interview” shows
the studio is working furiously to try
to chart the right course through po-
litical and public-opinion minefields.

Although analysts don’t believe
the decision will have any effect on
Sony’s image, it will at least give the
movie-going public a chance to vote
with their wallets and send North Ko-
rea a protest message.

Last week, Sony canceled the
Christmas Day release of “The In-
terview” in the wake of an extensive
hacking attack and release of confi-
dential emails by a group linked with
North Korea. The movie stars Seth
Rogen and James Franco as journal-
ists tasked by the CIA with killing
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.
The hackers threatened violence if
Sony didn’t pull the movie. Sony did
so after major theater chains decided
not to screen it.

But the company then wavered in
the face of public outcry and criticism
from President Barack Obama. On
Tuesday, Sony Entertainment CEO
Michael Lynton said Seth Rogen’s
North Korea farce “will be in a num-
ber of theaters on Christmas Day.”

The film is set to open in over 200
theaters, down from an original re-
lease planned in 3,000. Atlanta’s Plaza
Theater and 16 theaters that are part
of the Alamo Drafthouse chain in
Texas are among those that plan to
show it.

Dismissing doubts,
Indonesian mom

reassembles a family
MEULABOH, Indonesia (AP) — It
all started with a dream that led to a
chance meeting: A girl who had been
swent awav bv the Indian Ocean tsu-

nami a decade ago.

For three nights, the child’s uncle
said she visited him in his sleep.
When he told the girl’s mother, Ja-
maliah, it was hard to believe. The
daughter was only 4 when a towering
wave ripped her away with her 7-year-
old brother, clinging to a board.

But the mother had always been
convinced both children were still
out there and that the family would
be reunited.

Soon after the dream, the uncle ran
into a 14-year-old orphan girl who
had survived the disaster and washed
up on a remote island with her older
brother. They had stayed alive by rid-
ing a slab of wood.

The odds were impossible, but af-
ter the uncle sent a photo of girl, the
mother became convinced God was
giving their family a second chance.

Travel headaches for
some across the US from
Christmas Eve through to

Christmas Day

CHICAGO (AP) — Travelers setting
out for the holidays could face trou-
ble, with anticipated Christmas Eve
snow around the Great Lakes states
and heavy rain expected along the
East Coast.

National Weather Service meteorol-
ogists predicted rain that would turn
into snow for some parts of Missouri
to Michigan, with several inches ex-
pected Wednesday in portions of Illi-
nois. Officials at both airport hubs in
Chicago readied for the potential of
holiday delays and cancellations, par-
ticularly with more people expected
to fly this year.

“I would definitely make plans
about possibly staying put or doing
something else,” said Chicago-area
meteorologist Charles Mott. “Same
for the roads. If you're not going to
fly, the roads are not going to be get-
ting any better.”

About 4.2 million passengers are
expected through O’Hare and Mid-
way international airports during
an 18-day holiday travel period end-
ing Jan. 6, said Chicago Aviation De-
partment spokeswoman Karen Pride.
That would be a 3 percent increase at
O’Hare and a 9 percent jump at Mid-
way compared with last year. Pride
urged travelers to allow plenty of time
and monitor airlines closely.

On Tuesday, a storm system devel-
oped in the Gulf States, generating
tornadoes that left four people dead,
damaging some buildings and leav-
ing thousands without power. It was
expected to drop rain along the East
Coast.

Denver area shelters
cite legal marijuana
as a reason for rise in

homeless population

DENVER (AP) — Chris Easterling
was sick of relying on drug dealers in
Minneapolis when he needed mari-
juana to help ease the pain of multiple
sclerosis. They were flaky, often leav-
ing the homeless man without the
drug when he needed relief the most.

So he moved to Denver, where legal
pot dispensaries are plentiful and ac-
cessible.

Easterling is among a growing
number of homeless people who have
recently come to Colorado seeking its
legal marijuana, and who now remain
in the state and occupy beds in shel-
ters, according to service providers.

While no state agency records how
many homeless people were drawn
by legal weed, officials at homeless
centers say the influx they are seeing
is straining their ability to meet the
needs of the increasing population.

“The older ones are coming for med-
ical (marijuana), the younger ones are
coming just because it’s legal,” said
Brett Van Sickle, director of Denver’s
Salvation Army Crossroads Shelter,
which has more than doubled its staff
to accommodate the increase.

Activists say move to ease
ban on blood donations
from gay men doesn’t go

far enough

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal of-
ficials have moved closer to overturn-
ing a decades-old ban on blood dona-
tions from gay and bisexual men, but
activists say the proposed alternative
would continue to stigmatize men
who have sex with men.

The Food and Drug Administration
said Tuesday it will recommend lift-
ing the lifetime ban earlv next vear.

replacing it with a policy barring do-
nations from men who have had sex
with another man in the previous 12
months. The change would overturn
a 31-year-old policy that many medi-
cal groups and gay activists say is no
longer justified, given advances in
HIV testing.

But activists questioned whether
requiring a year of celibacy from gay
men amounted to a significant policy
shift.

“Some may believe this is a step for-
ward, but in reality, requiring celi-
bacy for a year is a de facto lifetime
ban,” Gay Men’s Health Crisis, a New
York-based nonprofit that supports
AIDS prevention and care, said after
the announcement.

The blanket ban dates from the
early years of the AIDS crisis and
was intended to protect the blood
supply from what was a then little-
understood disease. But many medi-
cal groups, including the American
Medical Association, say the policy
is no longer supported by science.
Australia, Japan, the U.K. and many
other countries previously moved to
a one-year period.

Yazidis return to Iraqi
villages after militants
routed, searching for lost

loved ones

HARDAN, Iraq (AP) — After he fled
from this tiny northern Iraqi hamlet
four months ago, Hayder Khalef got
panicked phone calls from his rela-
tives who had remained behind. They
were at that moment being led by Is-
lamic State group gunmen toward a
checkpoint on the edge of town.

“If you don’t hear from us, you’ll
find our bodies near the checkpoint,”
Khalef said they told him in the calls.

He is back in his hometown for the
first time since, after Iragi Kurdish
fighters last week drove out the ex-
tremists holding the village. Khalef
and a few other residents who es-
caped followed the Kurds in, hoping
to discover what happened to hun-
dreds of their relatives and neighbors
who vanished after the jihadis over-
ran Hardan in early August.

They fear they know where they are:
four mounds of recently dug-up earth.
The sites have not yet been excavated,
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but Khalef and others are convinced
they are mass graves, possibly hold-
ing dozens of dead. From the loose top
soil, they and Kurdish fighters pulled
out pieces of clothing as an Associ-
ated Press reporter watched.

At one point, they tugged on the elas-
tic waistband of pants visible in the
dirt — and it seemed a body was still
wearing them. The ground bulged
with the weight of a body being pulled
up with the waistband. They stopped
pulling, fearing booby traps, before a
body could be clearly seen. But an ID
card and some prayer beads fell out of
the pants pocket — the ID of a 44-year-
old man named Khero Khudeda Rufo.
Onereturning resident, Khaled Wase,
recognized the name as a neighbor
who is among the missing.

A surge of support,
gratitude for police across
US after NYC deaths,

nationwide protests

NEW YORK (AP) — Rocker Jon Bon
Jovi donned a New York Police De-
partment T-shirt on stage. Well-wish-
ers delivered home-baked cookies by
the hundreds to police in Cincinnati.
In Mooresville, North Carolina, po-
lice and sheriff’s officers were treated
by residents to a chili dinner.

At atime when many in the nation’s
police community feel embattled,
Americans in cities and towns across
the country are making an effort to
express support and gratitude.

“I’'m showing a little solidarity for
my brothers in the NYPD and all of
those who protect and serve us every
day,” Bon Jovi told a cheering crowd
at his concert Monday in Red Bank,
New Jersey.

The surge of support is linked to
two distinct but overlapping develop-
ments.

The immediate catalyst was the exe-
cution-style killings of two New York
City police officers as they sat in their
patrol car in Brooklyn on Saturday.
For many of those making apprecia-
tive gestures, there also was a desire
to counter the widespread protests
— steeped with criticism of police —
that followed grand jury decisions
not to charge white officers for their
roles in the deaths of black men Mi-
chael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri,
and Eric Garner in New York.
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Grebe kicks Navy to Poinsettia Bowl win

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Pardon
coach Ken Niumatalolo for be-
ing perhaps a bit befuddled
amid the euphoria of Navy’s
17-16 Poinsettia Bowl victory
against San Diego State on
Tuesday night.

“I have no idea how we won
the game,” Niumatalolo said.

The Midshipmen won it by
not being the last team to make
a critical mistake in a game
full of them.

Navy’s Austin Grebe kicked
a go-ahead, 24-yard field goal
with 1 minute, 27 seconds left.

The Midshipmen won it af-
ter Donny Hageman was wide
right on a 34-yard field goal at-
tempt with 20 seconds left.

Hageman had made his first

three field goal attempts for the
Aztecs.

The winning drive was set
up when Navy’s Chris Johnson
forced and recovered a fumble
by Donnel Pumphrey, who ear-
lier set San Diego State’s single-
season rushing record.

Fullback Chris Swain con-
verted on a fourth-and-1 and
Ryan Williams-Jenkins took a
pitch and ran 28 yards to help
set up the game-winner by
Grebe.

“Honestly, I wasn’t thinking
I was going to have to kick it
because whenever we get that
close, Keenan scores,” Grebe
said, referring to quarterback
Keenan Reynolds. “I was just
glad to make it and send our se-

Dallas

puts 6 in
Pro Bowl
matchup

DALLAS (AP) — The
Dallas Cowboys are send-
ing six players, including
quarterback Tony Romo
and leading NFL rusher
DeMarco Murray, to the
Pro Bowl.

In addition to Romo and
Murray, also chosen on
Tuesday were: wide re-
ceiver Dez Bryant; center
Travis Frederick; rookie
guard Zack Martin; and
tackle Tyron Smith.

This will be Romo’s
fourth Pro Bowl and his
first since 2009.

Bryant, Murray and
Smith will be making
their second Pro Bowl ap-
pearances after first being
selected in 2013.

Martin is the first Cow-
boys rookie offensive
lineman to make the Pro
Bowl. This will be Fred-
erick’s first Pro Bowl ap-
pearance.

The game will be held
at University of Phoenix
Stadium in Glendale, Ari-
zona, and will be played
on Jan. 25, one week be-
fore Super Bowl XLIX.

The AFC West cham-
pion Denver Broncos led
the NFL with nine play-
ers selected for the Pro
Bowl on Tuesday.

Quarterback Peyton
Manning was picked for
the 14th time. Joining
Manning from the Bron-
cos will be Ryan Clady,
Chris Harris, Von Miller,
Aqib Talib, Demaryius
Thomas, Julius Thomas,
T.J. Ward and DeMarcus
Ware. Denver also led the
league with five defensive
players selected.

Dallas wassecond with
six selections.

niors out on a positive note.”

San Diego State then got to
the Navy 17 before Hageman
missed. Hageman earlier made
field goals of 43, 37 and 30 yards.
His third field goal gave SDSU
a 16-14 lead late in the third
quarter.

Pumphrey gained 112 yards
on 21 carries to set SDSU'’s sin-
gle-season rushing record with
1,867 yards. The old record was
1,842 yards by George Jones in
1995.

“It’s great but we didn’t get
the win,” he said.

Navy (8-5) lost four fumbles.
SDSU (7-6) had three turn-
overs.

“We played really, really well
on defense,” Niumatalolo said.

“Our defense gave us a chance.
We put our defense in some
bad spots with turnovers on
offense, but they didn’t flinch.
They played phenomenal.

“We pride ourselves in trying
not to turn the ball over and not
make penalties,” he said. “To
our kids’ credit they just kept
battling. Things looked ugly
there. We put our defense in
some bad spots but they didn’t
flinch. They made some big
plays to keep them out of the
end zone.”

Reynolds ran for two touch-
downs, extending his own
NCAA record for scores by a
quarterback to 64.

He scored on a 1-yard keeper
for the game’s first score and

then somersaulted into the end
zone at the end of a 6-yard run
to give Navy a 14-13 lead mid-
way through the third quarter.

“It wasn’t pretty but we were
able to pull it out,” Reynolds
said. “That’s football. A win is
awin.

“Our defense came up huge
for us,” he said. “Hats off to
those guys. If they didn’t play
as well as they did we wouldn’t
have had a chance.”

The Midshipmen won their
fourth straight and for the sixth
time in seven games. They’ve
won consecutive bowl games
for the second time in history.
They were playing just 10 days
after beating Army for the 13th
straight time.

Tony Claxton photos (www.claxtonphotography.com)
Ty Sealy and the Big Spring Spring Steers will return to the hardwood on
Dec. 29 when they begin play in the 2014 Sandhills Basketball Tournament

in Monahans. Forsan will also be playing in the three-day event.

Big Spring, Forsan to

play in Sandhills tourney

By TOMMY WELLS

Christian at 3 p.m. On Tuesday,

Sports Editor

The Big Spring Steers and For-
san Buffaloes will be among the
110 teams competing for the 2014
Sandhills Basketball Tournament
next week in Monahans. The two
teams are slated to top off the final
tournament of the year on Dec. 29.

Big Spring, fresh off a pre-Christ-
mas win over Seminole, is sched-
uled to begin its outing with pool
play at 9 a.m. on Monday when
they face off with Midland Chris-
tian. They will face New Way

Alpine.

and Presidio at 5 p.m.

p.m. on Wednesday.

they will play El Paso Riverside at
9 a.m. and then close out pool play
at 1 p.m. with a matchup against

Forsan, which will play in Pool
A, will open the tournament with
a 9 am. game with Levelland on
Monday. They will play Midland
Classical at 3 p.m. On Tuesday,
they will face Monahans at 11 a.m.

The top two teams from each
pool will advance to the finals at 5

Stanford upsets No. 9
Texas in overtime, 74-71

AUSTIN (AP) — Antho-
ny Brown knew he could
play a lot better after
Stanford lost at BYU last
week. He did just that to
help the Cardinal pull off
the upset of No. 9 Texas.

“I wanted to be aggres-
sive,” Brown said.

The Cardinal forward
scored a season-best 25
points, including the go-
ahead basket in overtime,
helping Stanford defeat
the Longhorns 74-71 on
Tuesday night.

Chasson Randle added
22 points, including a
clutch shot in overtime to
help Stanford beat a top
10 team on the road for
the first time since 2008.

“Our guys played with
a lot of passion,” Stanford

coach Johnny Dawkins
said.

Brown converted all
four of his 3-point at-
tempts, but his final bas-
ket, with 1:08 remaining
in overtime, was on a
drive inside.

After Texas (10-2) guard
Javan Felix missed a
3-point shot, Randle made
a jumper with 10 seconds
left for the final margin
of victory. He then made
a jump shot with 10 sec-
onds left to give Stanford
(7-3) a three-point lead.

Felix and Demarcus
Holland then missed
forced 3-point shots as
Texas tried to tie the
game. Felix led Texas
with a season-high 19
points.

Tony Claxton photos (www.claxtonphotography.com)
Jackie Castillo and the Big Spring Lady Steers
will face off with Dimmitt in the first round of
the Caprock Invitational tournament at 10:30
a.m. on Dec. 29 in Lubbock.

Cato, Shuler
lead Marshall

past No.

BOCA RATON, Fla.
(AP) — Quarterback Ra-
keem Cato and receiver
Tommy Shuler have
played together since
high school, so they were
able to communicate
without a lot of conver-
sation Tuesday in their
final game for Marshall.

“We don’t need to talk,”
Shuler said. “Just a head
nod.”

What does a head nod
mean?

“I'm open.”

He was, time and time
again. Shuler and Cato
capped their careers with
record-setting perfor-
mances in the inaugural
Boca Raton Bowl to help
Marshall beat Northern
Illinois 52-23.

Cato tied an NCAA
mark for touchdown
passes, threw for three
scores and was voted the
most valuable player.
Shuler had 18 receptions
for 185 yards and broke
the Conference USA re-
cord for career catches
with 322.

Cato and Shuler were
high school teammates in
nearby Miami, and they
gave a large throng of
family and friends plenty
to cheer about.

“To do that playing
your final game in your
backyard 1is special,”
Marshall coach Doc Hol-
liday said. “They’re just
tremendous players, and
they’re great friends.”

Marshall finished 13-
1, with its lone loss to
Western Kentucky, 67-66
in overtime. Northern II-
linois finished 11-3.

“Give credit to Mar-
shall; they made a ton of

Illinois

plays,” Huskies coach
Rod Carey said. “I didn’t
think we played real
well, and that’s too bad
because we’ve had an un-
believable season.”

Cato extended his
streak of throwing at
least one touchdown pass
to 46 consecutive games.
That tied the NCAA all-
division record set by
Central = Washington’s
Mike Reilly.

As usual, Cato’s favor-
ite target was Shuler.

“Anybody who knows
Shuler, against a man-to-
man matchup, he’s going
to hurt you,” Cato said.
“I'm going to continue to
go at him until they show
me something different,
and they didn’t show me
anything different.”

Cato finished the sea-
son with a school-record
40 touchdown passes.
He threw for scores of 6
yards to Shuler, 11 yards
to Angelo Jean-Louis and
27 yards to Deon-Tay Mc-
Manus.

All of those touchdowns
came in the second half.
Cato completed 25 of 37
passes for 281 yards and
ran 5 yards for a score.

“Cato made the plays
when he needed to,” Hus-
kies safety Dechane Du-
rante said.

The game drew a crowd
of less than 15,000 in Flor-
ida Atlantic’s 30,000-seat
stadium, but both coach-
es praised the event.

“This will be a huge
bowl,” Holliday said.
“The community has
embraced this bowl, and
when all is said and done,
it’s going to be one of the
best bowls in America.”

LeBron set for Christmas
showdown against Heat

IAMI (AP) — LeBron
James doesn’t have any
apprehension for this
homecoming.

There’s nothing to fear,
no real worries about
his safety, unlike what
awaited him the last time
he had one of these return
games. Then again, this
might not even classify
as a homecoming — be-
cause, it turns out, Miami
was never truly his home,
just a place he called
home for four years.

He came. He won. He
left.

On Thursday, James
returns to face the Heat,
the team that turned him
from a superstar to a two-
time NBA champion su-
perstar. And as he and

the Cleveland Cavaliers
prepare for what will cer-
tainly be an emotional
visit, James said he’s ex-
pecting to be flooded with

positive vibes.
“To say I haven’t
thought about going

back, I would be lying,”
James said.

For their part, the Heat
insist that they’re looking
forward to the reunion.

James remains in con-
tact with some Heat play-
ers, and his close friend-
ship with Dwyane Wade
continues.

“It hasn’t changed,”
Wade said. “It won't
change. ... We have a
greatfriendship and great
respect for each other. It
won’t change.”
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ACCOUNT MANAGER
Needed:  Requires Good
Driving Record, Computer and
Phone Skills. Benefits Include:
Health, Dental, 401K & Paid
Vacation. Apply in Person at
Credit World, 1611 S. Gregg.

ADMINISTRATIVE NURSE
needed at

Parkview Nursing and Rehab.
RN preferred but would
consider LVN.

Long Term Care experience is
also preferred but would
consider someone who is
organized and a fast learner.
MUST be a team player with a
positive attitude and flexible
with job duties.

***Excellent starting Pay
***Health Insurance available
Apply Online
parkviewnursing.net or in Per-
son @ 3200 Parkway

BIG SPRING CARPOOL
AVAILABLE
COLORADO CITY CARPOOL
AVAILABLE
LAMESA CARPOOL AVAILABLE

RNs — All Shifts

Job Posting # 252983

Earn up to $4408.55 per month
(DOE)

LVNs — DAY & EVENING Shifts
Job Posting # 252975

Earn up to $2720.05 per month
(DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assistants
Job Posting # 250720

Varied Shifts

Starting salary $1877.42 per month

Contact our Job Center for Job De-
scriptions

or to Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298

Or

Complete an application online at
https://jobshrportal.cpa.texas.gov/E
NG/careerportal/

Once you have completed your ap-
plication

Big Spring State Hospital

1901 North Highway 87

Big Spring, TX 79720

CNAs
LVNs

Immediate openings on
various shifts at local LTC
facility. Must have State
certification or license.
Competitive salary and
benefits available for full
time employees. EOE. For
more information call our
Administrator at
(806) 872-2141, or apply in
person at
SAGE HEALTH CARE

CENTER

1201 North 15th. St.
Lamesa 263296,

APPRAISER TRAINEE-
Howard CAD

Howard County Appraisal
District is seeking qualified
applicants for the position of
Appraiser trainee. The
successful applicant will do
office and field work associated
with appraisal of residential,
rural, commercial and personal
property in HCAD. Candidates
must have organizational skills,
along with effective
communication and people
skills. A high school diploma is
the minimum educational
requirement, college preferred.
RPA registration with Texas
Department of Licensing and
Regulation is preferred.
Previous appraisal experience
and knowledge of a CAMA
software system is preferred.
Must be physically able to
complete on site measurement
and inspection of property over
rough and uneven terrain, as
well as stand and/or sit for
extended periods of time.
Position  requires  bending,
reaching, lifting heavy file
boxes and moving up and
down steps and steep grades.
Salary will be commensurate
with experience. The Appraisal
District  provides  excellent
Health Insurance, Life
Insurance, Long Term

Disability and 401A Retirement
Plan, and optional 457b
Deferred Comp. Retirement
Plan.

Howard County Appraisal
District is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. Resumes will be
accepted until position is filled.
Mail resume to:

Ronny Babcock, RPA, RTA/C
Chief Appraiser

Howard County Appraisal
District

PO Drawer 1151

Big Spring, TX 79721-1151

BLUE SKY Pipeline Services
is looking for Experience Back
Hoe Driver w CDL Big Spring,
Colorado, & Sweetwater Area
Medical Benefits Are Offered
For more information please
call 432-580-7332 For
Application

CNA’'S NEEDED for Sterling
County Nursing Home

We offer medical, dental,
&vision insurance plus
retirement benefits,

competitive pay, shift
differentials, & travel

allowance. For more

information call Brad Howard
or  Amanda Arispe at
325-378-2134

COUNTER & SALES person
needed for local Furniture and
Appliance Store. Bilingual and
outgoing personality a plus. All
inquires are to be made in per-
son at 1611 South Gregg, Big
Spring. Starting pay $10.50 a
hour.

CREW LEADERS and Crew
Techs — Will Train. Vacation
and Holiday Pay with
opportunity for Advancement.
40+ hours/wk. Apply @ Blast
Masters 1711 E Hwy 350

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is
hiring for a Marketer in the Big
Spring & surrounding areas.
Bilingual a plus. Come by
421 Main St or fax resume to
432.263.5304 Atin:  Debbie
Read (EOE)

DRIVERS
LOCAL DRIVER NEEDED
HOME DAILY!

$1500 Sign On Bonus

* Earn up to $22.00/hr + OT
* Work a 5 Day Week
¢ Day Shift Available

* Bonuses, benefits, and much
MORE!

Must have 1 yr. T/T exp.,
Class A CDL w/ Hazmat
DUPRE
To apply call or go online with
your
3 year employment history
800-366-4910 EOE
Visit our website for all job
listings
www.DupreLogistics.com

DRIVERS: $2,500 Sign-On
Bonus!

Dedicated Runs!

Top Pay, Weekly Home-Time!
Over 50 years Strong, Stable,
Werner Enterprises:
1-855-515-8445

EXPERIENCE FARM Hand
Wanted! Call after 7:00p.m.
(432)684-5418.

DIRECTOR
OF NURSING

Small Long Term Care center seeks DON to
oversee Nursing Services & provde direct qual-
ity care in our skilled nursing facility. Requires
RN with minimum 2 years experience, prefer-
ably in LTC facility, supervisory experience and
superior communications skills. Must be thor-
oughly familiar with rehab, therapy, comprehen-
sive nursing practices & be familiar with TEXAS
regulatory requirements. VWe can offer a com-
petitive salary and benefits package. EOE.

For more info please call our Administrator
806-872-2141 or send resume to:
SAGE HEALTH CARE CENTER
1201 North 15th St., Lamesa, TX 79331
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missions Paid Dally;Litetime Renewals,
Complale Training, Health & Dental
nsurance; Lile Licanse Required, Call
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BE YOUR Cwn Bossl PT/FT - Mo Exp
neaded. Trainlng providad. Not MLM
Na cold calling. Earm $5000 par month!
Set your own hours, Scheduled your
intarview al www bizpro1?5.com

1-800-23-37 75 WWww.cojobs. com

REAL ESTATE
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Gl 1800740471
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We Offer Fax & Copy Services

FaNSeruices:

15t Page: 5200
and $100 for additional pages
Incoming Faxes: $1.00 per page

GonySenices:

EMPLOYMENT ADVERTISE-
MENT

The Business Office at Big
Spring  Independent  School
District is looking for a Payroll
Clerk with several years of
experience. Please complete
application online at
www.bsisd.esc18.net.

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:

Must have a desire to work in a
team environment and the
ability to follow directions. Must
have at least 1 yr maintenance
experience. Abilities to include:
painting experience; general
plumbing, general sheetrock
repair and texture and HVAC
skills. Must have own tools,
ability to take afterhours and
weekend calls; valid TX drivers
license and liability insurance.
Apply in person at Bent Tree
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE...

Great Horn Carriers, Inc.
Tanker Driver Needed
REQUIRES:

Class A CDL with Haz-Mat
2 years Tanker/ Fuel Preferred
Local Hauling, No Nights.
Good Pay with Benefits
$500.00 Sign-On Bonus.
FMI:
(432)683-2868, (432)288-3761

HELENA CHEMICAL has 3
openings for Warehouse, Me-
chanic, and CDL Driver, re-
quires high school diploma or
equivalent. We offer excellent
compensation and benefits.
Please apply at Helena, 100 S.
St. Peter, Stanton. Pre-employ-
ment drug screen required.
EOE M/F/V/H

HELP WANTED:

Need driver with CLASS A
CDL. Must have good driving
record.

Need backhoe operator.

Self- motivated fast learner.
Monday-Friday

Some overtime.

Occasional weekend.

NO PHONE CALLS

Apply At B & R Septic

2801 W. FM.700

Big Spring, Texas

HIRING IMMEDIATELY

TOP NOTCH LANDSCAPING
is hiring for all positions!
Experience  preferred. Must
Have Valid Drivers License
Call (432)213-0031, Mon.-Fri.
8-5.

Checte

this one!
HOUSEKEEPING POSITION
3:30p.m.-7:30p.m. Monday
through Friday. Apply at Jack &
Jill, 1708 Nolan.

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Dependable. Call
(432)213-1186, (432)267-6027.

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Accepting applications for all
Positions. Must be able to work
weekends. Apply at 1102 West
[-20. No phone calls please.

Mid-West Truck

Has immediate openings for
CDL DRIVERS/CDL TRAIN-
EES

West Texas Area/CDL Training
Provided. Must be 18 vyears
old. Benefits include: Life/Den-
tal/Vision/401k/ Health Reim-
bursement. Call TODAY!
432-523-3451

NOW HIRING

Homework Tutor

for Grades First through Fifth.
Monday through Thursday
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
$15.00 per hour

Additional hours available
JACK and JILL

1708 Nolan, Big Spring

NURSES UNLIMITED, Inc. Is
Seeking Sitters/CNA’s In The
Big Spring Area To Work For
Private Duty Clients. Must
Pass Drug Test and

Backgroung Check. All Shifts

Available. E.O.E. Call:
1-800-201-5904
PARKVIEW NURSING and

Rehab is currently hiring for a
2p-10p Charge Nurse.

We offer Competitive
Pay, Benefits and a Great
Family working environment!
You can apply on line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or in

person at 3200 Parkway.

PARKVIEW NURSING
Rehabilitation is ALWAYS
hiring Nurse Aides, both
certified and non-certified. We
are seeking individuals who
want a rewarding career and
want to make a difference in
lives. If you are not already
certified, we will help you

obtain your certification . You
can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or in
person at 3200 Parkway.

and

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN
Preschool Is Hiring For a Full
Time Caregiver/Teacher
Experienced Preferred High
School  Diploma  Required
Come By 409 Goliad To Apply

Sterling County Nursing Home
is now taking applications for
cook, dishwasher and house-
keeper. We offer medical, den-
tal, and vision insurance and
also have a great retirement
benefit plus a travel allowance.
For more information please
cal Amanda Arispe @
325-378-2134

CRMWD

Colorace Afver Municios Waler (st

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting
applications for following position:

Information Technology System Administrator — Responsible for
overall planning, organization, and execution of Information
Technology functions for the District, including maintaining
computer hardware, software, and networks.

Electrician — Responsible for maintaining the District’s control
panels, motors, electric substations and power lines. Intermediate
level position, good understanding of electricity required.

Crew Leader — Responsible for successfully planning, directing,
organizing, and overseeing the daily activities of a crew maintaining
the District’s raw water pipelines, pumps, and pump stations.
Intermediate level position, good leadership skills and mechanical

aptitude required.

For additional information visit www.crmwd.org

L]
Color Copies ~ .0 per co
|

Black and White Copies ~ .25 per copy

RETAIL MERCHANDISER

AMERICAN GREETINGS is
looking for Retail Merchandis-
ers in Big Spring. As a member
of our team, you will ensure the
greeting card department is
merchandised and maintained
to provide customers the best
selection of cards and product
to celebrate life’s events. Apply
at: WorkatAG.com.

Questions?

Call 1.888.323.4192

SHELL STAR STOP looking
for New Team Members. Full &
Part time employees needed.
Apply in person at any Shell
Star Stop in Big Spring. Excel-
lent wages! Drug Free
Environment.

TIRED OF the oilfield? Like
Cars and Trucks? We've got
the perfect job. We're looking
for someone who can learn
inventory systems and sales.
Job could be part-time or
full-time. Please mail resume
to PO Box 2950, Big Spring TX
79720

Iltems for Sale

SEASONED Oak FIREWOOD.
$360.00 Full Cord & $200.00
Half Cord. Delivered and
Stacked. Call 512-913-7406.

Real Estate for Rent

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &
1 or 2 Baths

Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555

1602 SETTLES, 2 Bdrm, 1
bath, New CH/A. Washer &
dryer connections. No HUD or

pets. $750.00 month, $750.00
deposit. References. Call
(432)213-6943.

2520 ALBROOK, Fully Fur-
nished 2 bdrm, 1 bath, $1100

month, $600 Deposit. Call
432-263-0822.Tuesday-Friday
10am-5pm Saturday
10am-2pm

3 BEDROOM 2 Bath 1 Car Ga-
rage 1 Storage Building New
CH/A References $1500 Plus
$1200 Deposit 214-566-2278

AFFORDABLE COUNTRY
Living- OASIS RV Park has
Spaces & Travel Trailers for
Rent, Call 432-517-0062 or
264-9907.

APARTMENT FOR Rent

Coahoma Apartments
$1,500/Month ~ $1,000/Deposit
Must Pay Electric & Water
Credit Check Preferred Newly
Remodeled w/New Appliances

& Satellite Contact Leola
432-816-1671

COAHOMA- CORNER Lot
2 bedroom, 1 bath house.
Needs some work. Stove
and refrigerator. No security
deposit.  $595.00/mo.  Call
432-684-6666.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING

space for lease. 123 Main St.
Water furnished 1 year lease
required, $1500 per month plus
deposit. 263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker

FOR RENT: 32ft Camper $300
a wk. Lot Electricity and Water
Included 432-257-7666

UPS & FedEx Shipping

| _Now Avai_lable at the

Bio Spring Herald

10 Seurry » 432-263-1331
$3.00 fee on pre-paid packayes
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$55.60 Per Month

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

263222

AUTO PARTS

A Modern Auto Dismantler
- ;:@" WE=S T =
el —— ./"\.‘.'1 = F; ..--1.--._ ir .:‘-
Since 1947
Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY 350 e (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday — Friday 8a.m. — 5:30p.m.

262449

a» CARPET CLEANING CONCRETE JL  CONCRETE

at 432-664-6007

Email:roubison@aol.com
http://www.youravon.com
/Kroubison

(¥ Rhino Linings

THE Spraved-ON LiNer

AVON o | C&D Truck
Buy or Sell 4 Accessories
K & Friends 2706 N . HWY 87 carpot G978,
Independent Reps 432-263-3600 3 =
Call or Text Kim Carpeat

100%e Guarantees
Spot Ramawval

Ins=ured = Frooc Estimalos
Commencial and Residential
& Upholstary & Hardwveoodd

Locally Dwned & Uperated

432-268-3759

236409

Tile: & Groul

Lanca Rald

40 Ye-ars Plus Experience a ] FEK/LJE%A?( .z Mallllv nih era
0"'1 concrete i:ir SIDEWALKS a Total Constr}lctlon since 1981
e wss  BLOCK FENCES native Midlander Class
conSL 1 Pool 541 e falls, total
\( tot
Steel Buildings CHICO ANASONS | | ot it waer o
Call: g Concrete decorative stain, out door kitchens,
: § stone, additions, buildings.
Domingo Ortiz (432) 81 6'6561 Texture & total demoltion.
RiberaConstruction.com g
806'159'1036 I cﬂ" Insured & Bonded For Your Protection m :;az_osn;otulcqlso ; com g

Cramer David Lopez

DL Masonry

.~
R

-

* Concraie
= Stovng
= Stucco

—
Frag Esfimafas

3321 210-5303

Commercial/Residential

Quality cgmcrele
an
Metal Building

Residential and Commercial
Garage * Shed ¢ Carports,
etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL

816-6839

229714

¢ Locally Owned

Emergency Service Available 24/hr

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

258681

(432) 466-3619

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing
[
Wood &
Chainlink

Hiﬁﬁg

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

m d» I’ I

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTINBIG SPRING

+Residential - Commercial
+Chainlink - Metal
+ Doy Kennels

Now Accepting

= S0 =

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW 2 St Big Spring, T

ASPAAIT T

This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

PRIME
HALT

(432) 296-1213
We Are All Your Asphalt Needs!!

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING
MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX
(432) 263-3711

CELL

ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

(432) 517-0133

220763

" DURAN'S TREE |
Service
Sod prepping, tilling,

leveling, flower bed work,
drt/rock available.

238-6710

Will travel.

260626

OUTSIDE
SPRING CLEAN-UP

* Tree Trimming
* Yard Manicuring
« Light Hauling
* Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service
432-268-3318

252128

Big Spring
Lawn Care
Mowing,Weedeating,
Trimming, Edge The Yard

ALL OF YOUR
LAWN CARE

270-7733

258652

— wsevc: I uwinseavice J  LANISCAPING

Top Notch Landscaping”

Landscape design « Swimming pools
___Ponds « Itrigation « Rockscaping
Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care

Paverse Brick & stones.Patios.& walkways
Combplete tree service « Retaining walls
Commercial & Residential

(432) 213-0031 [ [

Free Estimates

e 8

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings,
cleanup of lots, alleys &
storage buildings.

Scoggin

Lawn Service
Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

220352

M&S
Lawn Gare

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care
Large Lot Mowing
Complete New Grass
Installation

Senior Discount

(432) 511-5534

262477

Landscaning
6305 E. Midway Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720
Tree Removal, Tree Trimming,
Landscape, Small Home
Repair, Hauling.

(432) 213-8338

264650

OR
(9121 800-0809

D60 53

(432) 296-1213

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Custom Cabineis-Cusice Decks
Doors-Winderws-Tiks-Metsl Roofing
Minar Elsctrical and Plumibing
Custom Flooring [Wood Tila)
Kitchen and Bath Specialist

432-213-8122 |

233551

g Q.s....a..a..
s *.‘*’_i”*'_"fff-*_'
L

$

E]

LARRY'S ROOFING & TREE TRIMMING

Complete TREE Removal:
Roofing: Comp & Dimensional
Modify Roll Roofing For Flat Roofs, Patch Jobs
Over 30 Years Exp.
FREE Estimates

Owner: Larry Martin *

_Thereisa

N
L 4
1
-

DID YOU KNOW?

% inthe Mall? &

HIIME IMPIIIWEMENTS

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports,
Garages, Garage Doors,
Remodeling, Painting
And Etc.

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

266184

Music Shop )

Gary's B's Music

(432)

Nna-4211

258866

B SPHisG

SPECIALIZING IN
CARAGE DOORS
Flaturs, Paint, Drywal, Carpeniny,

Tile, Chimmey Cleaning
Custom Cabinsts,

Home Aemodeling,

432-816-0658 i

wamv njhandyrman, com

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled

Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409E.3RD 267-5811

T G @IS CIIIT

J&J
HANDYMAN

White Roof Coatings Fro Fainting Small Business & Residential
seals all flat roofs, Const & GoatinDg Phone Wiring
hold water 10 years 30+ ¥, Ep.Lhniom Traimed Computer & Extension Lines
guarantee. e Stans Phone Lines
By Manny Ribera * Wew Home Cona. Wiring at Affordable Prices
ive Mi » Ollfiekd Baincing/ Coating 432-213-3910
native Midlander est. 1981. « Qualiry Craf hip
* Christian Barsd Fthice AW.Stansel
mRiberaConstruction.com San Angelo - Big Spring & 36 Years Experience
g Call Messday thrw Friday B-5 5 5110 Wasson Rd.
432-570-1955: 139-713-0489 : Big Spring, TX 79720

Gibbs Remodelin

Room Additions,
Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

can 263-8280 0r 210-3262

200419

ST

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
War 7. Woore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

Expert Plumbing and
Drain Cleaning Service
Now Offering
Electronic Leak Detection
And Sewer Camera
Inspection.

(432) 270-3911

M-36107

233435

You Need
Free

# :".fll.-‘i- e r')r ]

. Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,
Home Repairs,
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences,
Additions, Wood Floors.

Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)

.-"'. o -'.('.l - lfjn AF e P
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

Ceramic tile, Painting,

it — We Do It...

Estimates

220351

Johnny Flores
Roofing &
Construction

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!

267-1110
432-466-1102

257712

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs
Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)
Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

258531

432-210-8049

262385

DURAN'S TREE
sService

Tree Removal Specialist. Minor/
Major trimming, stump removal,
flower bed cleaned, hedges
trimmed. Prices negotiable.

238-6710

Will travel.

260627

Out West Services.
Certified Welder,
Welding, Fabrication & Repairs,
Oilfield maintenance,
Competitive rates,
Mobile & shop ready.

Call William @

260612

(432) 311-8401
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FINANCE STORAGE machmesors M puNTiNG C SECURY N GARAGE SALE

MC&C

Marques Counseling & Coaching
* Finance Coaching

+ Career/Business Coaching
+ Life Counseling

Call Coach Alex
(972) 283-6175

alex@mcounseling.com
"Hablamos espafiol y portugues”

"We can help you reach your goals! "

BK Self Storage
& RV Storage

1409 N FM 700
Big Spring, TX
432-267-1810
432-816-9416

258568

GaM MACHINE

Hydraulic Cylinder
Repair
Seals In Stock.
Fast Service

(4321 261-2229

After Howrs #
(4321230-0859 |

VOURAD C sonc N TReeTRIMMNG B sropae

THIS GOULD BE YOUR AD
FOR MORE INFORMATION

GALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

G €D @IS
Thank You

to all the voters in JP Precinct 1 for
the overwhelming support.

Robert Fitzgibbons

Polisical adwertising paid by the Elect Robert Fizgibbons Commicme

" =g Spring Git
Cecil's Painting| | >SAnd otV || HAVING A
Retired Fi
= lrer?“ilele Locally Owned GAHAGE SALE
Estlmfltes For All Security Needs CALL 263-7331
&Ir];terlor Call Herald Classifieds
KEHOL Tonyia Grigy ;
14334; 41368951 | ssaei6mn | | (HERALD

YOUR AD

Four Seasons Cliff's Reliabl
A o . cliabie
Insulation & Siding | | Tree Service THIS GOULD
? Specializing In * Remove or Trim Trees Self StOl‘ age nE
Wall Insulation s Grind Smmps §
Thermal ‘ N
Repl:;-:ll]feut " Newy Clean Fadility voun nn
Windows & Siding 2 Insured *Video Survellience
264_861“ 432-248-9121 * Electronic Gate Access FOR MORE
* Fenced & Lighted Complex INEORMATION
*24 Hef7 Days A Week Access
- * Easy In & Out Access
LUPE'S TREE | | Choate Well - CALL
TRIMMING * Moving Supplies
Thimring v i Ry Spuing (i ser‘,ice * Month to Menth Rentals 263-7331
surrounding arsas) since 1980, For all f 1l needs. 1
P S iy W . A(E : -your \gﬁ N \g]e neet 4| | Locally Owned & Operated by Herald Classifieds
CALL Lupe Villalpando e | | Gary & Glenda Gillinan
?:?ﬁzglg-mﬁ Call (4321 393-5231 S s B , E LD
A4 Iqa‘l o asson nd.
Saficfact Family Owned Business = ‘ H R A
" mgz%m For 55 Yrs, : (432) 51 7'486?52122 '

Trying To Get Rid OF
Unwanted ltems

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

'HERALD

LAN Solutions. Inc.

Your IT Department
* Camgalar Siks

& Congatar Semicd

® Servars ) Ratworking
« Ervall Hewiag
o DT ks

C & D Truck

Accessories
2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600
Tint
Cars, Trucks and
Houses

dyear limited warranty

230667

The Classifieds
Have It!

Looking for a new house?
A good car? An affordable computer?
Find just what you need and want,
in the classifieds.

The Big Spring Herald
To place your ad call: 432-263-1331

WELDING

LA. Welding Services

24/ 7 Service

| ® Backhoe Service
* Rig Welding
* Pipe Welding
| * Well Heads
& More

Le Alvarado

(432 816-4688

Se Habla Espariol

P.O. Box 1784

Big Spring, TX 79721

(432] 210-1912

263254

B&B House Leveling

& Foundation Repair

LocarLy Ownep & Fasary Operaren For 67 %ma«
Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

, Ifit’s not a deep driven steel pier,

3 FinH
it’s not a steel pier. B o
1+ RATING

. Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
\ The Big Country’s only provider

for non-corrosive Steel Piers  |usumaslepock

STRATUM OR

\ * Repairs on Solid Slab, “FLOATER”

~ Pier & Beam Foundations
* Void Filling & Mud Jacking
* Landscape Friendly

2008, 2009 &
| 2010 Winner
Abilene’s Favorite g
House Leveler
in ARN Readers’
Choice Award

LOAD-BEARING
ROCK STRATUM

LirETIME TRANSFERABLE
(GUARANTEE

325-675-6613 ¢ Abilene, TX ¢800-335- 4037

ﬁ Owner: Rick Burrow

S Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
sive — fnsurance Claims Welcome @ Free Inspections @ Senior Citizens & Military Discounts

o lnsured &Bonded

* LIFE IIMI Shmgles
* Hail Resistant Shingles:
* 26 Gauge Metal

Over 600 Compiete Bnnfs ln J
The Past 2 Years L

E\ ery house was upﬁr‘ided for FREE

ire | .
Lr'-":' When you wanita-better roof at
\ a Ehfﬂpff’ price

.13-26]-5418

FIlfF ESTIMATES

5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!

1

By Phone...
263-7331

By Fax...
264-7205

3

In Person...
710 Scurry

S

By Mail...
P.0. Box 1431

4

By e-mail...
classifieds@
BigSpringHerald.com
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Real Estate for Rent

BRAND NEW 2 Bedroom 2
Bath Duplex 1010 Nolan Ideal
For Two Individuals Per Side

or Family Company is
Welcomed $2000 Per Duplex
$1000 Deposit Utilites Not
Included 432-267-7449

Corporate  Rental- Fully
furnished  (linens  included),
washer/dryer- 3/1 no utilities -

$1350, with utilities - $1600.
Call 432-599-1778.

Travel Trailers & Spaces for
rent. Peaceful Country setting.
Call Cindy at 432-213-0243 for
trailers, or Brandy
432-213-3608 for spaces.

Real Estate for Sale

20 ACRES Commercial
Property For Sale Near 1-20 &
Hwy 176 Big Spring

432-270-3632

FOR SALE By Owner Forsan
ISD 3 Bedroom 2 Bath House
1 Acre 3 Stall Horse Ride
Arena Septic Lateral Lines No
Calls Before 5pm $95,000
432-271-2000

For Sale By Owner Jeffrey Rd.

3 Bedroom/2 Bath Custom
Home on Completely Fenced
5 Acres, 2 Fireplaces, Large
Backyard w/Pool, and 1 Bath
Guesthouse, Large 3 Stalls
40x40 Medal Barn, Storm
Cellar Call  for

432-213-2496

Appt.

Services Offered

LOCAL HANDYMAN/ re-mod-
eler available for repairs/pro-

jects. We do it all, no job too
big, or small. Call Curtis at
(214)356-4390

Public Notice

AAA MINI STORAGE

adheres to all state and federal
laws in regard to employment
and disposal of storage units
which are in default. The
owner of AAA Mini Storage has
never lived in Odessa, Texas.
We are locally owned and op-
erated. The owner and em-
ployees have never been ar-
rested for stealing items from
any storage units. We do not
employ illegal immigrants.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Howard County Auditor will
accept sealed bids for LRA Paving
to be used for maintenance of
County Roads.
330-2002 LRA PAV TY-1 GR-A
Specifications may be obtained at
Howard Road & Bridge office, 1011
N. San Antonio St, Big Spring,
Texas 79720. If you have any
questions please call,
432-264-2208.
Bids must be received by 10:00
AM. on Friday, January 09, 2015
in the office of the County Auditor,
Drew Lopez, 300 S Main, Room
202 and will be opened at that
time.
Bids will be presented to the
Commissioners’ Court at 10:00
A.M. on January 12, 2015 for their
consideration.
The Court reserves the right to
reject any or all bids.
Drew Lopez, County Auditor
www.co.howard.tx.us
#8563 December 24, 2014 &
January 4, 2015

Notice of Suddenlink Channel
Changes — Midland, Andrews, Big
Spring

Effective January 28, 2015 the
following channel changes will be
made to the channel lineup.
Bloomberg on Digital Family Tier
channel 371 will be removed from
the lineup but will remain on the
Digital Sports & Info Tier.

Game Show Network will move
from Digital Family Tier channel
333 to Expanded Basic channel 86.
Game Show Network HD on HD
Digital Family Tier channel 433 will
be moved to the HD Basic Tier on
channel 286.

The following channel changes are
coming soon, no date has yet been
determined.

BBC America on Digital Family Tier
channel 317 will move to Expanded
Basic channel 87.

BBC America HD on HD Digital
Family Tier channel 417 will move
to HD Basic Tier channel 287.

El Rey will be added to Expanded
Basic channel 85.

If you have any questions about
these changes, please call us at
1-866-269-4386.

#8568 December 24, 2014
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Annie’s Mailbox »

Dear Annie:  am a
concerned uncle at an
impasse. I have a young
adult nephew who seems
perfectly content not to
go anywhere in life.
"Peter" wasn't the
smartest kid in school,
but he managed to
graduate. He now moves
from job to job, never
keeping one for more
than six months. He
seems perfectly fine with
living at home and
visiting my elderly father
in senior housing.

When I talk to Peter
about his behavior, he
pays no attention. He
only wants to hang
around and play video
games and see friends
who don't help. He
doesn't think very highly
of himself, though I tell
him he is capable of
being anything he wants.
He seems to be immature
for his age and still in the
self-gratification stage. He
has no interest in
becoming an adult,
earning a paycheck and
moving out.

I worry he sometimes
takes advantage of my
dad, who is reluctant to
see Peter's faults. The kid
really needs a hard dose
of reality, but I can't get
through to him. I don't

want him to be like this
and live in his mother's
house for the rest of his
life or, worse, end up in
trouble and be a burden
on society. Is there any

way to enlighten him? --
Run Out of Ideas

Dear Run Out: You
sound like a caring uncle,
but Peter has to want this
for himself, and he's not
there yet. It also doesn't
help when others around
him enable his
freeloading, irresponsible
behavior. This includes
his parents, who should
be the first in line to
handle this. We
recommend you stop
trying to "enlighten" Peter
and simply be a good role
model for him.
Demonstrate adult male
behavior and the respect
it engenders. Be someone
he can turn to for help,
and not another person in
his life who is chastising
him for coming up short.

Dear Annie: I read the
letter from "Indy," the 62-
year-old woman who was
forced to retire, and who
is lonely and struggles to
make ends meet. I, too,
am from Indiana, and I
thought, "You don't have
to feel that way!"

As you suggested,
getting involved is the
answer. I am a 61-year-old
former schoolteacher, and
my husband travels a lot.
I was getting into the
same rut, and it's not a
nice place to be. I thought
about the things I really
like doing. I was an art
teacher, and I love to sew.
So last winter, I formed a
group of neighborhood
women who would come
to my house once a week
to sew items for our
children's hospitals. It
was a huge success and a
lot of fun, and it made my
home a happy place.

I also worked at a large
fabric store that offers
several rooms for local
use, so I moved our little
group to the store and
opened it up to the entire
community. We tell
people to just come and
sew with us -- everything
is provided. If you don't
sew, we can show you
how, or you can do other
things, like iron seams,
pin pieces together or cut
out patterns.

We are currently
working on Christmas
pillowcases for the
children's hospitals. We
also make hero capes for
the kids, and with the
scraps, we make fun

scrub hats for the doctors
and nurses. We also make
lap quilts and dining
cover-ups for nursing
homes, as well as little
knit caps for newborns.
There is so much to do
that we run out of time,
but what a great time it
is. It breaks my heart to
think of someone feeling
the way I used to. We
would love "Indy" to join
us, not only to do
something purposeful,
but to connect with
others. -- Carmel, Ind.

Dear Carmel: What a
lovely community project!
We hope others (men, as
well as women) will look
into these opportunities
as a way of feeling good
while doing good. After
all, 'tis the season.

Annie's Mailbox is written by
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the Ann
Landers column. Please email your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or
write to: Annie's Mailbox, clo
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. To find
out more about Annie's Mailbox
and read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Capricorn Power

Mercury and Pluto
meet up in Capricorn,
adding strength to the
many
planets in
that zone.
Currently,
the sun, the
moon,
Mercury,
Venus and
Pluto are all
visiting the
realm of the
ambitious
sea goat, so
Capricorn
power is
strong. Capricorn is the
keeper of tradition. What
traditions will you be
passing forward with
tonight's observance?

HoLipAY
MATHIS

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Your passion will
inspire others, even those
who don't share your
subject of interest. It's not
the topic that matters
anyhow; it's your
intensity level. There is
great joy coursing
through your veins.

Lontra

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
4Q1J5
YKJ1084
41092
*QJ
WEST EAST
L Y.y 74
¥653 YAQ
¢KQIJS5 87643
5743 »#K652
SOUTH
#K 109863
¥972
*A
dA109
The bidding:
South  West  North East
1 & Pass 2% Pass
24 Pass 34 Pass
46

Opening lead — king of diamonds.

It was next to impossible Lo pre-
dict how Sylvia’s mind would work
in a given situation. Her approach to
the game was so different from what
ordinary mortals would regard as
rational that just about anything was
possible.

Take this example from a game at
the club. Sylvia held the East hand.
Looking at all four hands, you would
think that South would have no trou-
ble making four spades after a dia-
mond lead.

And no doubt he would have,

Sylvia Strikes Again

Temorrow: The feline philosophy.

£2014 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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By Steve Becker

except that he was playing against
Sylvia. He took the diamond king
with the ace and led a spade to the
jack and another spade back, losing
to West’s ace.

Declarer ruffed West’s diamond
return and led the nine of hearts.
After West followed low, South
played low from dummy, whereupon
Sylvia took the trick with the ace!
This extraordinary play — when she
could have won the trick with the
queen — was typical of Sylvia’s
thinking. Perhaps she figured the
queen would win later, so what dif-
ference could it make in which order
the tricks were taken?

Sylvia now returned a club.
South naturally assumed West had
the queen of hearts, so he went up
with the ace of clubs and repeated the
heart finesse, intending next to dis-
card his two remaining clubs on
dummy’s hearts.

But when he played the jack
from dummy, Sylvia, to his amaze-
ment and consternation, won with
the queen and cashed the king of
clubs to put the contract down one.

Had Sylvia wen the first heart
with the queen, South would have
had no choice but to take the club
finesse after a club return and so
would have made the contract. But
Sylvia, in typical fashion, had man-
aged to lull him into a false sense of
security.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You can read about
an experience and get a
taste for it, but what
really counts is first-hand
experience. Wherever
possible, put yourself in
the situation. There is no
substitute for real life.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Stay keen to
interpersonal dynamics.
The one who is in charge
doesn't always have a
title. The one running the
show may be the
smallest, youngest and
weakest.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Begin with the end in
mind -- the end you want,
that is. Don't even think
about the end you don't
want. Avoiding pain
won't work half as well as
aiming for pleasure.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Some shrink from
danger, others seek it,
and still others meet it
when they must -- that's
you. Risk doesn't bother
you, as long as it's
calculated. You'll get busy
assessing your odds.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). The surface of things
will tell one story, but the
whole story requires
more effort. When they
know you are really
interested, they will want
to tell you the truth.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). The actors know it,
and now you do, too -- it's
hard work to be someone
you're not, but it can be
fun and enlightening
work, as well. A bit of
pretending will expand
you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Once you establish
your standards, you will
live up to them -- and so
will those around you.
Each choice you make to
improve your health and
vitality will greatly
enhance your personal
life.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You know the
secret: The seemingly
mundane is actually quite
miraculous. That's why
you try to understand the
science behind things and
figure out what makes
them work.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You will
anticipate what others
need before they need it.
You'll be humble and
honest, even as you sell
yourself. Just don't forget
the part where you sell
yourself -- it's necessary.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). An enchanting
presence lets you know
you are wanted, not
needed. This is the ideal

box.

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.
That means no number 1s repeated in any row, column or

3
815 6 4
2 513
.5.
6 21115
411 7

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

dynamic. The pressure is
off, and you feel you can
really be yourself.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). People tell you much
more than you wanted to
know, and this will
entertain you. You'll
learn of colorful pasts and
secret intentions. Maybe
you should write a book.

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 24). Pick up the
phone and call -- you'll get
what you want. In
February, sense what's on
the horizon for your
group, and lead the way.
The summer highlights
your diplomatic skills.
You'll make friends in
high places and enjoy
exclusive and expensive
arrangements. The
person you meet in
August will brighten your
future. Scorpio and Libra
people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 29, 1,
11, 33 and 14.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: "What do
you have to say for a
nonreligious person who
wants to celebrate the
holidays in a way that's
not overly materialistic?
I'm a Taurus, a lover, a
peaceful, open-minded
person who wants to
create rituals that will
bond my 3-year old
daughter to myself for
years to come."

It's simply a matter of
picking, choosing and
perpetuating your
favorite parts of the
holiday. As the sign of

money, your sensitivity
to the commercial aspects
of the season cannot be
understated. The
pressures and
expectations of the season
tend to hit you directly in
the pocketbook and then
leave you hollow. You
need a formula that's not
based on anyone else's
story of what your
holiday should be.

A good holiday
combination will include
the following: family,
friends, food, music,
giving personally,
receiving, giving
anonymously, being
grateful, taking a picture.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: She has one
of the bestselling vampire
series of all time under
her belt, and Stephenie
Meyer has the Capricorn
tenacity to keep the
stories coming. With her
sun and moon both in
this tradition-minded,
hardworking and goal-
oriented earth sign,
Meyer has a keen
business sense to
combine with the
imaginative powers of
Venus and Jupiter in
dreamy, otherworldly
Aquarius.

If you would like to write to
Holiday Mathis, please go to
www.creators.com and click on
"Write the Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may send her
a postcard in the mail. To find out
more about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web page at
WWwW.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2014
CREATORS.COM
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This Date
In History

Today is Wednesday,
Dec. 24, the 358th day
of 2014. There are
seven days left in the
year. This is Christmas
Eve.

Today’s Highlights in
History:

On Dec. 24,1914,
during World War I,
impromptu Christmas
truces began to take
hold along parts of the
Western Front between
British and German
soldiers who, in some
cases, exchanged gifts
and even played soc-
cer with each other.
Conservationist John
Muir, founder of the

Newsday Crossword

Sierra Club, died in Los
Angeles at age 76.

On this date:

In 1524, Portuguese
navigator Vasco da
Gama - who had
discovered a sea route
around Africa to India -
died in Cochin, India.
In 1814, the United
States and Britain
signed the Treaty of
Ghent, which ended the
War of 1812 following
ratification by both the
British Parliament and
the U.S. Senate.

In 1851, fire devastated
the Library of Con-
gress in Washington,
D.C., destroying about
35,000 volumes.

In 1871, Giuseppe
Verdi’s opera “Aida”
had its world premiere
in Cairo, Egypt.

In 1939, Pope Pius XII
delivered a Christmas
Eve address in which
he offered a five-point
program for peace and
denounced “premedi-
tated aggressions.”

In 1943, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
appointed Gen. Dwight
D. Eisenhower supreme
commander of Allied
forces in Europe as part
of Operation Overlord.

® 2014 The Associated Press.
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VISIONS
DANCING
IN MY
HEAD...
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AND I DON'T EVEN
KNOW WHAT SUGAR
PLUMS LOOK LIKE.

ACROSS
1 Chef's
seasonings
6 Like a wet
noodle
10 Atone's
and call
14 Banish
15 Snakes like
Cleopatra’s
16 Saudi Arabia

b ScENG YOUR D06 B
{ REMINDS ME OF MY
0LDDOG, PAL.
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EVENTHOUGH PAL
¥ PASSED AWAY OVER
¥ THEHOLDAYS TEN
YEARSAGO.ISTILL
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ALWAYS FEELS CL0se R
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TIME OF EAR.

SNUFFY SMITH

neighbor

17 Happen again

18 Spicy Asian
cuisine

19 Fork prong

20 Classic
yuletide tale

23 Dog-biting bug

24 Initial stage

25 Poor-quality

29 Before the
deadline

32 Carbonated
drink flavor

33 Blame-avoiding
explanation
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IFYOU CAN'T 5AY
SOMETHING NICE,
DO SAY ANYTHING

34 Mai __ cocktail
37 With 40 Across,
author of
20 Across
40 See 37 Across
42 Officeholder,
for short
43 Cropped up
45 Shirt-pressing
tool
46 Major muddle
47 Dime-making
facility

49 Hocus-pocus
activity

52 Annoying one

54 Main character
of 20 Across

61 Lug around

62 12/24 and 12/31

63 Diplomatic
agent

64 Declare openly

65 Fourth
dimension

66 Say “Boo!” to,
perhaps

67 Glass in
binoculars

68 Pub servings

69 Monica of tennis

DOWN

1 Wife of Zeus

2 Business leader,
for short

3 Calorie-laden

4 Out-of-focus
image

5 Calligraphy
strokes

6 Espresso + milk
drink

7 Moby-Dick
narrator

8 Film-rating org.

9 Trident-shaped 38 Jousting pole

Greek letters 39 Period of

10 Plant science history

11 Some Mideast 41 North Korean
rulers leader

12 Lake boat 44 Highest-ranking

13 Prepared to 46 Tendons
be knighted 47 L.A. campus

21 Having hidden 48 Emphasize
agendas 49 Tin or tungsten

22 Infant ailment 50 Exceeding

25 Letters on 51 Board a bus
Sputnik 53 Quartet in

26 Sounds from “sassafras”
Santa 55 Catherine

27 Airline of Israel __-Jones

28 Musical talent 56 Fiendish

30 Office errand 57 In the remote
runner past

31 Batter's stat. 58 Squashed circle

33__vyet(sofar) 59 Clinton’s vice

34 Actress Hatcher president

35 Unknown auth, 60 Watches

36 Does not exist suspiciously
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Rice, Fresno St go from 0-3 to Hawaii Bowl

HONOLULU (AP) — Fresno
State and Rice were winless
after three games in Septem-
ber, two teams that were go-
ing nowhere.

Somehow, they found their
way to paradise.

Even with a few pineapple
showers forcing their press
conference to be moved to
shelter, it was hard for Fres-
no State coach Tim DeRuyter
and Rice coach David Bailiff
not to gaze out at the shores
of Waikiki Beach and wonder
what they were doing there.

Dating to 1980, there have
been 496 FBS teams that start-
ed a season at 0-3. Only 21 of
them made it to a bowl game.

That small group includes
Fresno State and Rice, who
face each other on Christmas
Eve in the Hawaii Bowl.

It might as well be called
the “Turnaround Bowl.”

“There are benefits,” Bai-
liff said about the slow start
by the Owls (7-5, 5-3 C-USA).
“Nobody likes to lose. You
go into those games think-
ing you're going to win. But
as we lost, we said we were
a good football team. We had
good seniors. They continued
to believe. As hard as it was,
it was never to a point where
we were giving up. As long as
you’re improving, and you get
into conference play healthy,

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
FBS BOWL GLANCE
Wednesday, Dec. 24
Bahamas Bowl
At Nassau
Western Kentucky (7-5) vs.
Central Michigan (7-5), Noon
(ESPN)
Hawaii Bowl
At Honolulu
Rice (7-5) vs. Fresno State
(6-7), 8 p.m. (ESPN)

those games help you.”

Rice opened with blowout
losses to Notre Dame and
Texas A&M, and then saw a
late rally fall short when Old
Dominion kicked a game-

Scoreboard

winning field goal with no
time left.

The Bulldogs (6-7, 5-3 Moun-
tain West), the only bowl team
this year with alosing record,
gave up a combined 166 points
in losses to Southern Califor-
nia, Utah and Nebraska. They
endured another three-game
losing streak in conference
play, but rallied to get into
the conference title game be-
fore losing to Boise State.

“This is the first Fresno
State team that started 0-3
and had an opportunity to
win a bowl game,” DeRuyter
said. “You find out right away
these kids can get knocked
down and get right back up.

I don’t want to have to start
0-3 next year. But the fact
they did, I take tremendous
pride in what they’ve done.
Hopefully, we finish the right
way.”

Rice is playing in a bowl
game for a school-record third
straight year. Fresno State is
playing for the 14th time in
the last 16 years, though the
Bulldogs have lost their last
five bowl games. That in-
cludes the Hawaii Bowl two
years ago against SMU.

“As great as the last trip
was, the last three hours were
pretty miserable for us,”
DeRuyter said. “Our kids are
determined to change that.”
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Washington 4 110 .267 284 394 Atlantic Division Indiana 96, New Orleans 84 17. Peaster..... COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE —  DE Willie Young on injured reserve.

South W L Pct GB Cleveland 125, Minnesota 104 18. Brady.... Suspended N.Y. Mets 2B L.J. Mazzilli ~ Signed DE Austen Lane.

WL T Pct PF PA  Toronto 22 7 759 —  Atlanta 107, L.A. Clippers 104 19. Bowie (St. Lucie-FSL) 50 games for a sec- CLEVELAND BROWNS — Re-
Carolina 6 8 1 .433 305371 Brooklyn 12 15 444 9  Philadelphia 91, Miami 87 20. Central Heights ... ond positive test for a drug of abuse leased FB Ray Agnew. Signed QB Ty-
Atlanta 6 9 0 .400 378383  Boston 10 16 .385 10% Brooklyn 102, Denver 96 21. Rogers.......... in violation of the Minor League Drug  ler Thigpen. Re-signed DT Christian
New Orleans 6 9 0 .400 378 404 New York 5 25 167 17% Portland 115, Oklahoma City 111, OT 22. Paradise.... Prevention and Treatment Program. Tupou to the practice squad.
TampaBay 2 130 .133 257 387 Philadelphia 4 23 148 17 Charlotte 108, Milwaukee 101 23. Woodville.. American League KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Re-

North Southeast Division Phoenix 124, Dallas 115 24. Sonora...... BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Claimed leased LB Darin Drakeford from the

WL T Pct PF PA W L Pct GB  L.A Lakers 115, Golden State 105 25. Marion C Ryan Lavarnway off waivers from  practice squad.
x-Detroit 114 0 .733 301252  Atlanta 21 7 750 - Wednesday’s Games the Chicago Cubs. Released OF MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Re-
x-Green Bay 114 0 .733 456 328  Washington 19 8 704 1% No games scheduled 1. Plains  (17-1) Quintin Berry. leased RB Ben Tate.

Minnesota 6 9 0 .400 312334  Miami 13 16 448 8% Thursday’s Games 2. Wellington HOUSTON ASTROS — Assigned NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Re-
Chicago 5 100 .333 310429 Orlando 11 20 35 1% Washington at New York, 12 p.m. 3. Christoval ... INF Gregorio Petit outright to Fresno  leased DB Daxton Swanson from the
Oklahoma City at San Antonio, 2:30 p.m. 4. Port Aransas .. (PCL). practice squad. Signed DL Cameron

Cleveland at Miami, 5 p.m. 5. La Poynor... MINNESOTA TWINS — Agreed to  Henderson to the practice squad.
L.A. Lakers at Chicago, 8 p.m. 6. Canadian.... terms with RHP Tim Stauffer on a one- SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Re-
Golden State at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m. 7. Weimar-... year contract. Assigned C Eric Fryer  leased TE Gator Hoskins and DT Jim-
8. Gruver .... and OF Chris Parmelee outright to  my Staten from the practice squad.
TABC HIGH SCHOOL 9. Falls City Rochester (IL). Signed TE RaShaun Allen, S Dion
BASKETBALL RANKINGS 10. Sudan... OAKLAND ATHLETICS — As-  Bailey and WR Douglas McNeil to the

GIRLS 11. Smyer-... signed RHP Fernando Rodriguez out-  practice squad.

4A 12. San Saba. right to Nashville (PCL). TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed

2008 Yukon XL Denali

ANNIVERSARY SALE

1956 Chev. Belair 4-DR., Hard Top.
2005 Chev. 3500 Stake Bed, 52K................. $12,950
2005 Dodge 2500 Utility, 60K
2008 F250 Powerstroke Crew Lariat....$19,950
2009 Hyundai Vera Cruz, [9K...................... $18,950
2007 Sequoia LTD, Like New....
2008 Cadillac Escalade, Very Clean............... $32,950
2011 Toyota Tundra 4X4........
2012 F250 Crew Lariat 4X4...
2009 GMC Yukon, 70K SLT........

....................... $19,950

....................... $16,950

........................ $24,950

2. Abilene Wyl

4. Celina......
5. Liberty Hill
6. Melissa....
7. Devine.....

....................... $11,950

....................... $42,950

$19,950

2011 Toyota Venza, 40K

2006 Cadillac XL R, 60K Conv.......................$22,950

$18,950

2012 F250 Ext Cab, 26K

$21,950

262229
‘
h
1

M0 Scurry

2011 GMC Terrain, Like New, 62K................. $19,950

260487

8. Madisonville .
9. Stephenville

TAIGYIE e
ie ..
3. Waco La Vega..

13. Martins Mill

(16-1)
............................. (14-3) 14 Windthorst.........cccovvererurrininens
(16-2)  15. Hico .
(14-2) 16. Santo.........cceeeue
(18-0)  17. Wortham...
(15-2) 18. Frost.........
(15-1) 19. Clarendon ....
(11-3)  20. Union Grove.
(12-4)

21. Trenton

The North Side Movement
invites you to Andries Park to
view thier Christmas Light
Dizplay.

from our/

New Locatlon'

ive The Gift Of Knowledge!

SEATTLE MARINERS — Assigned
RHP Logan Bawcom outright to Ta-
coma (PCL).

TEXAS RANGERS — Announced
RHP Ben Rowen cleared uncondition-
al waivers and is a free agent.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Claimed
LHP Scott Barnes off waivers from
Texas and RHP Preston Guilmet from
Pittsburgh.

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Agreed to
terms with C David Ross on a two-
year contract. Assigned RHP Donn
Roach and INF Logan Watkins out-
right to lowa (PCL). Claimed LHP
Mike Kickham off waivers from San
Francisco.

CB Ri’'Shard Anderson to the practice
squad.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS —
Placed LB Trent Murphy on injured
reserve. Signed OL Rishaw Johnson
from the N.Y. Giants practice squad
and WR Colin Lockett to the practice
squad.

Canadian Football League

OTTAWA REDBLACKS — Named
Bryan Chiu offensive line coach.

WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS —
Signed WR Julian Feoli-Gudino to a
contract extension.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DALLAS STARS — Assigned D Ja-

mie Oleksiak to Texas (AHL).

Buy One, Get One 90% OFF

Selection of Cinch Shirts!

Howard County
Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St.
(432) 267-6411

260414

Unned
ount ry

{4

N !ﬂ Heart of the N'%

" City Realtors -

1001E. FM 700, Suite C

A Gift For:
Delivery Address:
Recipient’'s Phone#:
* One Month + Three Months ¢ Six Months < One Year
A Gift From:
Giver Phone#

Yes!
You Can g|Ve

this Gift To

BIG SPRING

OFFER EXPIRES TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30 AT 5PM

HERALD

Yourself!

Your Newspaper

www.bigspringherald.com

Only

for one year|

(432) N14-453%

264879 I

432-263-1331 !
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