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THESE RANCHMEN WON SOIL AWARD
Rector Cusenbary, Tom Davis 

and Ben Cusenbary have been the 
¿>ast recipients of the Outstanding 
Conservation Rancher Award in 
the Edwards Plateau Soil Conser­
vation District since its organiza­
tion in 1948. Joseph Vander Stuck- 
en received this award prior to the 
organization of the District. The 
awards were made as a part of the 
annual Fort Worth Press “ Save the

Soil and Save Texas” conservation Ben Cusenbary received a cash a- 
awards program. The Sonora Lions ' ward of $200 as the outstanding 
Club cooperated with the Fort 
Worth Press by presenting plaques 
to the recipients of the award.

The awards were made in re­
cognition of achievements by 
these ranchers in applying con­
servation on their ranches.

In addition to the local award,

Drunk Drivers 
Fined Here

What's going on in Sonora. . |
John Allen Ward son of Mr. weighed 8 pounds, six ounces. |

and Mrs. J. A. Ward, Jr., will re- Mother and son are doing fine. . .!
, . t, , , ,  . , , . LeRoy Gilbert of San Angelo hadce’ve h »  Bachelor of Arts degree a truck wreck Thursday night and j

from the University of Texas June landed in a tree. It happened like 
2 . . .  . Miss Martha Lou Renfroe this: Gilbert missed a turn on the 
has received a Wilbur Davidson highway near the Edwards-Val |

Four men were fined here last 
weekend following guilty pleas to 
charges of driving while intoxi­
cated.

Armando Navarro* Ozona, ar­
rested in Sonora Saturday night 
by Highway Patrolmen Hugh Shaw 
and Malcolm Bolinger, was fined 
$50 and costs by Judge G. A. 
Wynn.

George Brown of Rocksprings 
was arrested south of Sonora Sun­
day and was fined $100 and costs. 
Patrolman Shaw said this was 
Brown’s second offense.

A. F. Carlisle, Odessa, was ar­
rested seven miles west of Sonora 
Sunday afternoon, and charged 
with driving while intoxicated. 
Carlisle was returned to Sonora 
and paid a fine of $75 and costs. 
Carlisl® has been involved in an 
accident 22 miles east of Sonora 
earlier Sunday and had failed to 

conservation rancher in Region halt at the scene. His car had 
II which comprises 52 West Texas sidewiped a coupe driven by Shel- 
Districts. Ion Surherland of Medina, and

Grass slows up surface run-off | knock®d f. ^vheel o ff Sutherland’s 
saving the soil and causing the aato' Carhsle paid Sutherland $300
water to soak in, so it runs under daf aees and charges of failing, to 

,  ... halt at the scene of an accidentground to feed the streams with j were not filed
j Monday, Jesus Gonzalez of Son- 
I ora was arrested in town, pleaded 
| guilty to DWI charges and was 
fined $50 and costs by Judge 
Wynn.

— SCS—
The Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Mar­

shall and Mrs. Dee Word are in 
San Antonio to attend the annual 
conference held at the Travis Park 
Methodist Church.

a steady flow.

This Edition 
Devoted To 
Soil Conservation

scholarship to the University of 
Texas . . . .  Jimmy Cusenbary re­
ceived his Bachelor of Science de­
gree in animal husbandry from 
Texas Tech at Lubbock. Ceremonies 
were held Monday night. Mr and 
Mrs. Cusenbary are visiting his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Cusen­
bary, at the ranch . . . .  Another 
Sonoran who is to receive a college 

.degree is Miss Geraldine Meckel,, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Mec- , 
kle. Miss Meckel will receive her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Tex­
as Western College at El Paso
June 3. . . . Dick Street, son 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Smith, will re­
ceive his Bachelor of Science de­
gree from Sul Ross College at Al­
pine Monday night . . . .  A live- 
pony carrousel, boosting the San

Verde line, crashed through the re- 
taining wall over a cliff. He was 
thrown out as the truck left th e ; 
cliff and landed in a pecan tree.! 
His injuries consisted of a broken 
rib.

— SOS—

Legume Planting 
Helps Build Up 
Soil's Fertility

The fall of the year usually finds 
ranchers in the Edwards Plateau

This week’s edition of the Devil’s 
River News is devoted to the work 
done in this county by the Ed­
wards Plateau Soil Conservation Mr. and Mrs. Louin Martin have 
District. All of the feature stories j as their guest, Lenard Martin of 
vation Service personnel except j Galveston.
vation Service personel e x ce p t----------------------------------------------------
those carrying by-lines. Photos , , , ... ., . . .  ,
were made by the SCS, the Ranch 
Experiment Station, and by Boyd 
Lovelace.

teria to insure the greatest soil 
I building benefit. This inniculant 
' can be purchaased from your local 

The News is grateful to all who seed deaIer. Xom Darrow> of the
helped put this edition out. Space |oca] Soil Conservation Service,1 ___
limitations necessitated leaving kas f ound that when water is used returned friXTrill 1-wo . „ . __

Soil Conservation Service 16 Years Young

Eastern Star 
Elects Officers

Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Smith have 
been named worthy patron and 
matron of the Order of the East­
ern Star, Chapter No. 575.

Other officers elected at a re­
cent meeting include Mr. and Mrs. 
A. E. Prugel associated patron and 
matron; Mrs. A. W. Await secre­
tary; Mrs. Seth Lancaster trea­
surer; Mrs. M. E. Genrieh con­
ductress; and Mrs. Dayton Cain 
associate conductress.

These officers will be installed 
at a meeting to be held May 31 in 
the Masonic Hall. Mrs. L. E. 
Johnson will preside, assisted by 
Mrs. R. C. Vicars and Mrs. Jack 
Turney. A memorial service was 
conducted with Mrs. O. C. Ogden 
presiding.

Mrs. Florie Davis and Mrs. Jack 
Turney were hostesses during the 
social hour.

out two stories, but these will be 
published next week.

— SCS—

3 0  Y e a r s

_  M g o  .. ••

Mrs. J. B. Glasscock and daugh­
ter Mrs. Harold Bevans of Menard 
are the guests this week of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. E. Glasscock and 
Family. The Mesdames Glasscock 
are sisters as well as sisters-in- 
law.

— 30—
Mrs. J. D. Lowrey and daugh­

ter Miss Guila Lowrey, left for 
San Antonio this last week where 
Mrs Lowrey will attend the Metho­
dist Conference, after which it is 
thought they will go to Browns­
ville to visit Miss Marie Lowrey 
who is teaching in the public 
school there.

—30—
Jud Nicks and Garland' Maddox 

om a trip to Del Rio

To-day the Soil Conservation 
Service is 16 years old-or young. 
An agency of the U. S. Depart­
ment of Agiculture, it was form­
ed from the old Soil Erosion Ser­
vice.

Due to the growing concern of 
the vital necessity for conserving 
the nation soil and water resour­
ces, the Service was organized by 
an Act of Congress in 1935.

Dr. H. H. Bennett, present Chief 
of the Soil Conservation Service, 
has been largely responsible for 
the guidance and direction of the 
Service. Having nearly 50 years 
experience in soils and soil conser­
vation, he is considered the lead­
ing authority in this field of agri­
culture.

The Soil Conservation Service, 
under Dr. Bennett’s leadership; his

Happy Birthday
Friday, May 25,

None
Saturday, May 26,

Mrs. Arthur Carroll 
Sunday, May 27,

Mrs. Bill Bell 
Mrs. Nellie Allen 
Billy Hearn 

Monday, May 28,
John Wesley Joy 
Mrs. Tom Womack 

Tuesday, May 29,
Jimmy Cahill 
Mars Batts Friend 
Louis Davis 
Dub Cupp

Wednesday, May 30,
Jo Ada Johnson 
Mrs. Genard Stephenson 
Barbara Schwiening 
Louie Trainer 
Dick Karnes 
Bill Karnes 

Thursday, May 31,
Richard Sellman

— SCS—

o f , ^ “ “ 0 ’,“ c ! February or March or in the fallSou Conservation District making , f  ar
o X o f o t t e ^ s m a U  S ^ o p f  Hairy Peruvian . alfalfa is a a sticky residue whendry, and car- - 3 0 -
This has been a cronnine D raetice drouth r e s is ta n t  perennial. Al- r'es all o f the in n icu lan t in to  the Mr. and Mrs. Sam H. Chanceller
, ,, , . • PP =■ P j though not ordinadily too winter- ground with the seed. of Sail Angelo were guests at thefollowed in this, area for m any; tuuu;=u “ ul; T “  /  , , T, . , . , , „  . °vears Continous cropping with hardy this alialfa has withstood If cropping systems can be work- Commercial Thursday. Mr. Chan-

Angelo horse show, will visit the | ... the extremely cold temperature of ed out where a clover will be in- cellor was here on business.
Sonora business district Monday “ r /  ,, ..'th is  past winter on Rex Cusen-! eluded once every three or four — 30—
.afternoon between 2:30 and 4:30 ?u le -alr™ g ,an^’ , , °  l ’18,.?.®1 ■ bary’s ranch It has made good years in the rotation, along with Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Strickland
o’clock . . . .  Those who would growth tMs sprLg after receiving the yearly practices of contour | were visitors here Thursday.

as a carrier for the inniculant, a j Wednesday, 
i large amount of tljg inniculant is I —30—-
! lost or left in the seed boxes when ' D. J. Ridley is attending the 
! planting. Much greater success has , Methodist conference at 'San An- 
been had when skim milk is used tonio as a representative of the 
as a carrier. The skinm milk leaves \ Sonora Church, 
a sticky residue whendry, and car­
ries all o f the inniculant into the 
ground with the seed.

If cropping systems can be work­
ed out where a clover will be in­

office here.
\ — 30—

John Hoffer <5f San Angelo was 
in Sonora last Friday returning 
from a visit to the Del Rio oil 
field.

— 30—

developed the greatest, number aC 
trained conservationists o f a n y  
country in the world. This leader­
ship is evident when agriculturists^ 
from all over the globe come tee 
the United States to study con­
servation needs, practices and? 
methods of applications.

In Texas, the Soil Conservations 
Service has directed all its acti­
vities through local soil conserva­
tion districts since 1939 when thee 
State set-up enabling legislation.-

By providing landowners tech­
nical assistance, through landowner 
elected and operated districts; con­
servation needs of the land! aree 
greatly furthered. In recognizing^ 
local conditions, the Soil Conser­
vation Service is in effect help­
ing Districts fit a conservation pro­
gram to the land rather than at­
tempting to fit the land to a pro­
gram, as many would do.

The success of soil conservation!! 
districts and their rapid accep­
tance by landowners all over Tex­
as has made it necessary to carry/ 
out an extensive training program:- 
By training new men in establsh— 
ed districts, the Soil Conservation! 
Service can meet the call for as­
sistance to new districts as they/ 
are orgaanized.

Here at Sonora, a total o f 1 0  
conservationists have received alii, 
or part, of their training in Help­
ing ranchers plan, apply and main­
tain conservation practices! orcs 
their ranches by working" through 
the Edwards Plateau Soil Conser­
vation District. These men haem 
all been trained here during theu 
past three years and, for the? 
most part, have been moved on t o  
other districts to help carry om 
work of good land use manage­
ment. This accounts for the ap­
parent large number of men locat­
ed here at times.

The recent re-organization with­
in the Department of Agricultures 
has placed new responsibilities oisr 
the Soil Conservation Service and:' 
caused even more of a strain o i k  
man-power. The Soil Conservation? 
Service is now responsible for the 
technical phases of the work of”" 
the Agricultural Conservation pro­
gram of the PMA. At present the 
local Soil Conservation Service of—

like to send a man in service a a!ld consequently the production of 
Texas flag may buy' one at the eropland the area'
Alamo Museum on Houston Street During the last years or so 
in San Antonio. The 12 X 18 inch malW ranchers cooperating with the 
flags are 50 cents and the 2 X 3 District have started a new prac- 
foot flags are $3.85, with a 20 per- -ice cf planting a legume crop to__x At_____ j j i . ___ i ___ • 1 Tiolr» HitTM nn cml ■Fprfilifv TvrPflTr !

it's first moisture in six months. It farming and crop residue manage-. — 30—
is a highly palatable nutritious ment, it will go a long ways to- j L. J.( Wardlaw, the lawyer was 
p]ant. i wards curing the ills that affect here this week. He is from Fort

Before seeding, the seed of these cropland in the District at present.: Worth, Texas. He had business in

fice > is responsible for providing: 
Mrs. Howard Peters of Stockton ' assistance to the Edwards Plateau • 
here visiting her parents, Mr. j Soil Conservation District and, in

addition, assistance to the Sutton,. 
Edwards and Crockett County PMA—. 
Committees.

With 98 percent of its total? 
money appropriation spent in the:- 
field in assisting landowners, the 
Soil Conservation Service intends?

is
and Mrs. Fred Trainer.

— 30—
Mr. and Mrs. J. T. McClelland 

and Mrs. E. J. Pierce returned 
Sunday from a visit to Angelo. 

- 3 0 -
Tom Thorp has moved his goats

: clovers and alfalfa should be in- -SCS— Del Rio and visited the ranch and ness visit to San Angelo this week.

back from the Laguna country in j keeping with their basic objective"' 
Uvalde county. ) to give even greater service in t

— 30— i of “using each acre of land in r
Mrs. T. C. Murray and her bro-1 keeping with its capability and.. 

ther, Garland Maddox made a busi- treat it in accord with its needs.’-”
— SCS-

cent discount if the serviceman is ! ke P̂ build up soil fertility, break j 
The OPS sent UP bardpans or plowsoles, and im-

George Wynn a : P1-0̂  the physical texture of the 
soil.

Many fields under a continu­
ous one crop system have develop- 

. . . Wednesday; ed plowsoles. This plowsole is a 
struck the E arl; campacted layer, usually only sev-

overseas . . .
County Judge
wire Friday stating that a number 
o f Sonora merchants have not filed 
their price charts and must do so 

’'■before May 30 
night lightning
Lomax and Cashes Taylor homes eral inches below the surface, caus- 
and the Artie Joy Station. A h a lf; ed by plowing at a certain depth 
inch to an inch of rain fell south year after year. This compacted 
and southeast of here, but was layer becomes very hard and w ill1 
widely scattered . . . .  The Sonora not allow water to penetrate into \ 
Drug will sell $20 bills for $17.50 ' the subsoil. This cuts down greatly j 
while they last, according to Bob j the amount of water taken in by \ 
Vicars . . . .  Mr. and Mrs. Merton the soil and therefore, crops suffer |

RAINFALL RECORD TEXAS AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION Sub-Station - 1U Sonora, Texas

Shurley have bought a ranch near 
Christoval and are living there 
now . . . .  The Ka-Bar Club will, 
be leased to J. L. Nutt of San An­
gelo. Details next week . . . .  Pat

from the lack of moisture.
Cover cropping and contour cul­

tivation protects the top soil, and \ 
save moisture. Hairy Feruvian al- 1 
falfa, Madrid and Hubam sweet j

Lyles finally got that cauliflower- j clover are key plants in a system j 
ed left ear. For details ask Plastic' of cropping designed to provide ' 
Surgeon Bob Teaff . . . During; cover and increase the organic
the big windstorm last week, Camp j matter in the soil. These clover are 
Comfort, the local fishing club’s well adapted to the soil of the Ed- 
abode on the Devil’s River Lake,! wards Plateau, where production 
blew over as did Roy Valliant’s , is influenced by rainfall. These 
brand new chicken house . . . W il-1 clovers may be expected to succe- 
ton Stubblefield, former Sonoran, j ed in years when small grain does
now serving with the Border pat­
rol, has been promoted to plain 
closes work and transferred to 
Nebraska. He was formerly sta­
tioned in Pecos . . . .  Jim Brans-

well. They provide good protec­
tion against soil loss, improve soil 
productivity and are good grazing 
and hay crops.

In rotation with small grain,
cum is the new manager of the j these clovers reach deep into the 
Morrison Store. Mrs. Branscum is ; subsoi 1,break up plowsole forma- 
operating the Western Auto Store, j tion, and bring up minerals which 
John Morrison, former manager of ' have become limited in the surface 
Morrison’s has moved his family ■ soil. No other legume so well pene-
to Houston . . . .  Dr. and Mrs. 
Charles F. Browne and daughter, 
Brenda, leave Saturday for Fayet­
teville, Ark., where they will visit 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. G. A. 
Browne. Dr. Browne will spend a 
few days in St. Louis'. They ex­
pect to be gone about a week. Dr. 
Julian MarDock, resident physician 
of Jefferson Davis Hospital, Hous­
ton, will take care of Dr. Browne’s 
practice during his absence. Dr.

trates the subsoil and opens the 
soil for aeration and moisture 
penetration.

Madrid clover is a leafy stemm­
ed biennial plant which produces 
seed the second year. It is drouth 
resistant and has a greater root 
system than annual clovers. It pro­
duces forage for grazing from 
May to December the first year, 
and early spring and summer the 
second year, or may be harvested

MarDock is a native of Tyler and as hay. 
a graduate of Cornell Medical Col- i Hubam is an annual clover that ] 
lege . . . .  The Clayton Taliafer- j can be grazed or harvested as hay. 
vos are parents of a boy who | Both clovers may be planted in late

Tear Annual
Rainfall

January February March April May June

1919 33.61 2.28 1.1)5 2.15 2.1)9 3.58 5.1)8
1920 25.51 2.33 .36 .1)0 .32 2.59 lt.67
1921 17.27 1.13 1.1)9 n3.17 .81) lt.76 2.66
1922 25.07 .65 .10 2.13 5.19 1.03 1). lit
1923 31.65 1.55 3.98 2.59 U.09 .29 .56
1921) 19.61 1.02 2.68 2.51 1.37 lu 91 .51)
1925 21.92 .08 ,01) Trace 1.55 9.23 .82
1926 19.28 1.97 .07 2.28 2.97 1.93 1.21)
1927 21).86 .33 1.53 1.59 1).1)7 .59. 3 .hi
1928 25.97 .32 .91) .85 .70 3.97 lt.73
1929 22.6$ .33 .1)6 1.90 .67 1).99 2.31
1930 27.96 .16 .05 ' .51, 1.61) .95 3.86
1931 26.63 2.95 1.51 2.U5 3.2 3 3.37 1.1)6
1932 39.26 .52 1.17 .61) 1.18 6.1)8 .1)2
1933 12.97 1.21) .90 .11 .21) 6.52 Trace
1931) 11.91) 1.59 .22 2.23 .76 .1)5 2.79
1935 1)1.51 ,1)6 1.51) * .33 1.58 5.96 9.93
1936 27.98 .la .08 .83 .66 5.12 1.81)
1937 17.01, .21) .26 1.32 .31 .39 2.27
1938 20.1)6 1.75 .71 .39 .78 1.77 .67
1939 17.35 2.66 .06 ..19 .68 2.01, .62
191)0 21.03 .ia 1.15 .69 3.09 U .1)8 5.1U
19ltl 28.37 .87 1.1)9 2.57 2.59 1.91) 3.01
191)2 18.92 .33 .65 .22 2.81) .11) .98
19U3 21.87 .1,0 0.00 1.30 .68 6.29 2.82
191)1) 22.86 2.51 1.50 2.21 i.ia 2.60 1.32
191)5 17.21 1.10) 1.56 2.31 1.19 .19 2.60
191)6 20.03 1.55 Trace .53 2.ia 2.90 3.93
191)7 21.09 3.35 .03 1.68 .63 1.71 2.92
191)8 21). 99 .02 .76 .66 2.1)2 2.62 9.08
191)9 36.72 2.1)9 3.11 .31 I).l5 5.31) 5.1)7
1950 21.21 .55 .60 0.00 2.20 5.1)2 2.35
1951

•
0.00 0.00 1.1)0

Monthly Average 1.15 .92 1.29 1.85 3.27 2.91)

July August September October November Decembers

.95
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2.03 
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3.17
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.67
3.52
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3.39

2.1jl) 1.16 .5i:
2.78. 1.62 .15

.38 .1)0 .30’
3.18 1.93 .05
5.69 3.99 2.81

.10 Trace .56
1.83 .93 .57
i.li5 1.37 3.5i
5.5l .12 l . l l
1.1)8 1.06 1.18
3.22 .25 lt.67

12.80 2.63 .73
.52 3.51) 2.23
.65 1.20 2.71)

1.17 .75 ' .22
.21) .25 .38
.90 .1)7 1.22

2.33 .50 .70
2.13 .81 3.9&

.13 .06 l.Olr
1.79 2.60 1.89

.52 1.95 1.31
lt.68 .35 .50
3.71 .21) 1.21)
1.23 1.26 2.66
2.39 1.21) 1.75
3.31) .01) .12
2.98 .10 1.12»
1.05 1.07 1108’

.91 .61 1.29*
3.59 0.00 2.1)8;
0.00 0.00 0.00

2.35 1.02 1.38
Annual Average -  -  -  -  23.9 inches



CHEVROLET
^first and finest in the  low -price field 

T IM E -P R O V E D  
P O W ER
Automatic Transmission

TAKE A LOOK AT THE TWO RANGES AT RIGHT. IT'S EASY TO SEE THAT SOIL 
CONSERVATION PAYS. CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SCS 

TECHNICIANS ABOUT A RANGE CONSERVATION PLAN.

Sonora W ool And
M ohair Com pany

Over 5 Million Square Feet Of Fireproof Storage Space.

V H E DEVIL'S RIVER NEW S Sonora, Texas, Friday, May 25, 1951

News Want Ads Bring Results

i
When the grass dies, weeds move 

in, like the hated bitterweed, 
which sheep don’t relish at all­
weeds help stave o ff some erosion, 
but not like grass.

The S ty le lin e  De Luxe 2-Door Sedan 
(Continuation of standard equipment and trim illus­
trated Is dependent on availability of material.)

The Amarillo trap on J. P. Rieck ranch 34 miles east of Sonora 
accidintally burned in May 1948. It was planted in the spring of 
1949 to K. R. bluestem, sideoats grama and buffalograss and de­
ferred during the growing seasons of 1949 and 1950. Tom Darrow, 
District Conservationist, is admiring the Excellent stand of grass 
that came from this planting.

Grass Contests 
Now Permanent 
In Big Shows

by Walter S. Davis, Jr 
Pres., Assoc, of Texas Soil 

Conservation District Supervisors 
League City, Texas

The following article is printed 
because of the wide interest here 
in grass and grass judging con­
tests.

For the past two years, the Ed­
wards Plateau Soil Conservation 
District has sponsored a grass 
judging contest in connection with 
the Sonora Wool and Mohair Show.

As a result of these contests the 
grass judging feature has been 
made a permanent part of the 
Sonora Show, and is now on a 
State wide basis for 4-H and FFA 
clubs.

Something new came to live­
stock show in Texas this past win­
ter-grass judging contests for 4-H 
and FFA boys. The first one was 
held at Fort Worth on January 
29th and the second at Houston, 
February 5th. The Association of 
Texas Soil Conservation District 
Supervisors originated and ¡fat­
hered the idea. Of course there was

nothing very novel about grass 
identification contests.. They have 
been held for years. The newness 
was in getting the young folks to 
really study grasses and to show 
off their knowledge at state com­
petition.

Perhaps the real credit for ori­
ginating these contests should go 
to the grand champion steer at 
the 1948 Houston Fat Stock Show. 
This steer was an Aberdeen Angus. 
According to newspaper reports he 
weighed 750 pounds and the boy 
who fed him paid out $700.00 for 
feed. Headlines screamed, “ Cham­
pion Steer brings $12,500!” Pic­
tures and interviews crowed the 
papers and magazines.

A few of us sat down for a 
little high voltage figgering. Now 
things in the cow business have 
reached a pretty pass, we reflect, 
when we reward somebody for 
putting gains on a steer at a cost 
chree times what the animal would 
bring in the open market.

Texas is a grass state. Fifteen 
bushels is a good corn crop in these 
parts. And here we were digging 
deep into our pockets, encourging . 
boys to spend time and money j 
learning the art of cattle feeding. ¡ 
Corn belt folks, with 100-bushel 
yields, can feed out livestock. In 
Texas with a few exceptions we j 
graze them or go broke.

For several months we kept 
thinking of what could at least" 
leaven this lump of insanity. A 
Lord High Agricultural Educator 
told us that the feeding program 
was what the people wanted; that 
thé boys and girls had to have a 
program that was both educational 

! and competitive and this was the 
only -me in sight. While driving 
over the State, always seeing over- 
grazed pastures, we kept thinking 
of those words, “ education and 
competitive” . At last the idea of 
having grass judging contests at 
livestock shows was bom.

The first person consulted about 
this notion was Bill Allred o f the 
Soil Conservation Service. Bill as­
sured us that such contsts were 
and named o ff a few characteristics 
of grasses that people should know.

Next we talked the project over 
at College Station with the A. & 
M. Extension Service officials. 
They agreed to go along with us 
on the contests.

Another important feature oi 
these contests is that they are giv­
ing the public a chance to know 
Soil Conservation Districts and 
their Supervisors. The Supervisors 
can’t bring a farm to a stock 
show, but they can sponsor a grass 
contest. And it’s a grand sight 
watching a hundred or more boys 
at one time working like beavers 
over the most important and most 
neglected and abused crop in the 
world - GRASS.

—SOS—
Say It With Flowers 

Phone 23371 
Duckett Flower Shop

L amar
SONORA, TEXAS PHONE 27921

America’s 
r Largest
and Finest
Low-Priced

Car!

H e re ’s  w h y  
w e  s a y LARGEST!

Its L O N G E S T — measuring 197y5 inches from bumper to bumper. You can see 
that extra length— and feel it in the smoother ride!
Its H EA V IES T — tipping the scales at 3140 pounds.* You can feel Chevrolet's 
big-car solidness in its steady, even way of going!
It has the W ID EST TREAD — spanning 5 8 %  inches between the rear wheels. 
That wider base means better roadability— helps steady the ride!
You'd expect to pay a little more for the largest low-priced car . ; . longest,
heaviest, with the widest tread. But no! With ail its extra size and weight__all its
exclusive features— Chevrolet is the lowest priced line in the low-price field.

*Styleline De Luxe 4-Door Sedan, shipping weight.

FISHER BODY QUALITY * UNITIZED KNEE-ACTION RIDE .  VALVE-IN-HEAD
ENGINE ECONOMY .  WIDE-VIEW CURVED WINDSHIELD .  JUMBO-DRUM BRAKE
SAFETY • SAFETY-SIGHT INSTRUMENT PANEL .  TIME-PROVED POWER
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION. Combination of Powerglide Automatic Transmission and

105-h. p. engine optional on De Luxe models at extra cost.

M O R E  P E O P L E  B U Y  C H E V R O L E T S  T H A N  A N Y  O T H E R  C A R !

H e re ’s  w h y
w e  s a y FINEST!

SEENG
BELIEVING



Normal RainfallNorbert McIntyre, son of Mrs. j Hal Hervey, former member of 
Scott Roberts, reported Monday to Sonora Schools faculty is visit- 
Harrisburg, Penn, "where he will ing friends here. A member of the Can't Offset 
enter an army officer canidate Marine Reserve, Hervey was ca ll-! /« (
school. McIntyre has completed ed back to service last year. He is | L / V 6 F  V j f a Z i n C J  
three years work at Sul Ross Col- a staff-sergeant and is stationed 
j e6’e- * at Camp Pendleton, Calif.
uiiimimmiimmimimmmiiimmMimmimmiimmmimmimmmiiiihi;
| EXPERT Stock Drenching |

Prompt, Dependable Service |
s  We drench your stock and get it back on the range <n the ' £ 

shortest time possible. |

I  ALSO w e  CARRY A FULL LINE OF STOCK =
= MEDICINES AND VACCINES =

A rancher must have rain to 
produce grass. He must have grass 
to produce livestock economically 
on the Edwards Plateau.' Lack of 
grass results in more supplemental 
feeding, less production and forc­
ed sales.

24 inches he would have been 
short of grass 18 out of the past 
32 years. If he stocked on a basis 
of grass produced by rainfall
25 percent above normal he would 
have been short 27 out of the 
past 32 years.

Stocking at 25 percent below 
normal is stocking on a basis of 
18 inches of rainfall annually. This 
would indicate a rancher would 
have to buy feed only 6 out of the 
past 32 years. This does not take 
into consideration that there are

A ranch operation should he certain times of the year that a 
flexible enough to reduce feeding majority of the ranches consider 
and forced sales to a minimum, it advisable to supplement grass!

overlooked under this system. The 
stocking rate is light enough that 
rotation and pasture deferments 
can be more easily practiced. With 
pasture deferments, grass can 
produce seed and maintain itself in 
a healthy vigorous condition.

This type of management does 
away with forced sales of some 
breeding herds which a rancher 
may have been working a long 
time to improve. He may find it 
necessary to include a small per- LOST:- Top o ff Frigidaire, Call 
centage of steers or muttons in his Mrs. Gene Lightfoot at the Sonora

grazing herd to utilize forage pro­
duction during wet years. These 
represent a product that can be 
marketed readily if the natural 
feed plays out.

—SCS—
'M r and Mrs. M. G. Scott and 

sons, Billy and Bobby, and Miss 
Lois Lu Lomax will return next 
Saturday from a trip to Dallas and 
Fort Worth.

Appliance Store. Reward. 1 tc 32.-

Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Hay an® 
children will spend the summer in: 
Fort Worth. Hay, a Navy reserve; 
pilot, will be stationed in Dallas: 
for jet training. Unless he is call­
ed back to permanent duty, he will- 
return here as band instructor iro 
the fall.

Wanted:- ' Bookkeeper. Prefer 
woman. Inquire at Wm. Camerons 
Co., 1 tc 32-

= Dial 23431 or 21581 Sonora, Texas =

§ TAYLOR & MOORE STOCK 
1 MEDICINE CO.

Sininniinuii'iinimiii)iin"*<iiini!iiniiniiniunniiiinnnni»iiniininnnt>r

This might be done by stocking 
according to rainfall. Each ranch 
operation has its own problem 
that call for variations.

regardless of the amount they | 
have in their pastures.

The question then arises, if a | 
rancher was stocked with a breed- 1

Using the rainfall record main- ing herd on a basis of feed produced
tained the past 32 years by the 
Texas Agricultural Ranch Experi­
ment Station, South of Sonora, it

by 18 inches of annual rainfall,1 
wouldn’t he he wasting feed 261 
out of 32 years ? The answer is,

.  ;

WE HAVE JUST COMPLETED INSTALLING 
ONE OF THE MOST MODERN MOLASSES 
AND FEED MIXERS IN WEST TEXAS- 
NOW IS THE TIME TO START CALVES AND 

LAMBS ON CREEP FEED- MOLASSES IS 
ONE OF THE ESSENTIALS IN A CORRECTLY 
MIXED CREEP FEED- SCIENTIFIC TESTS 
HAVE PROVEN THAT GAINS RECEIVED BY 
CREEP FEEDING PAYS MANY TIMES THE 
COST OF FEEDING- WE KEEP IN STOCK ALL 
THE NECESSARY INGREDIENTS AND MIN­
ERALS TO MAKE THE BEST FEED FOR YOUR 
I SPECIFIED NEED- THERE IS NO DUST OR 
WASTED FEED DUE TO BLOWING WHEN 
MIXED WITH MOLASSES.

was determined that the average no. The extra grass is real in-1 
rainfall for that portion of the surance, for the next year may be j 
Edwards Plateau Soil Conservation' “ the dry one” and a rancher can i 
District was 23.9 inches. If a always use a little extra grass, j 
rancher maintained the size of his ■ it assures a cow or ewe sufficient 
breeding herd on the grass pro-; feed to maintain her self and pro­
duced by the average rainfall of duce a good calf or lamb.

This system permits a rancher 
to maintain a more stabilized I 
breeding herd in which he can 
maintain or improve his parti­
cular line of breeding. The wet 
years provide an opportunity to 
hold replacments for the breeding 
herd, the dry years provide op­
portunities to cull his herd close­
ly-

Range improvement cannot he

(

H. V. STOKES FEED CO,

HO APPLICATION 15 NECESSARY 
FOR TUE SECOND GI INSURANCE 
DIVIDEND ...T H E  V-A W ILL  
WAIL D IV ID EN D  C H EC KS
a u t o m a t ic a l l y
o n  t h e  b a s is  o p  p o l ic y
ANNIVERSARY DATES

" — m — *— 7 / —
li
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U , .  ,

Ä r S  m m tà
-, v i

■ ^ 5
L M è l _

You can pay more but you can’t make a better buy 
in a convertible! You get the quiet, get-going power 
of a V-8 engine . . .  the type of engine now powering 
the top models of America’s top cars. It’s fuel-saving 
power, too, with Ford’s Automatic Mileage Maker 
squeezing the last ounce of power out of every drop 
of gas. And you get a ride that’s the equal in comfort of 
far costlier oars, with Ford’s Automatic Ride Control 
self-adjusting the ride to the road.

- is—-

T h e y ’V e fo r  tlie  y e a rs  a h e a d !

If you v ant to enjoy the wide-openness of a convertible 
and still have a steel-lopped car, vou can’ t buv better 

than Ford’s new Victoria! It offers you your choice of 5 
beautiful solid colors or 4- smart two-tone combinations 

(with color harmonized interiors). And for automatic 
or,\ing at its finest, it offers Fordomatic* the 

newest., most advanced of al! automatic drives!

When you buy for 
the future-*—buy

One moment, Ford’s "Country Squire”  is a beautiful 
eight-passenger station wagoa . . .  the next, it’s a 
rugged hauler of half-ton loads. No other low-priced 
station wagon offers you so much one-level 
floor space or your choice cf V-8 or Six engines.
And only Ford, in its field, offers you vour 
pick of three great transmissions:
Conventional, Overdrive* and Fordomatic.*

You can pay more
but you can’t buy better,

*Optional at extra cost Fordomatic available with V-S only 
Equipment, accessories and trim subject to change ivithoul notice.

.r* Sonora Motor Company

Save Up
AND MORE AT JOSEPH'S 

CLEARANCE SALE OF

Juniors-Misses-Womens
P  R I N G

r e s s e s
Rayons
Piques
Voilles

Chambrays
Ginghams
Linens

Including such nationally Advertised LABELS as Doris
Dodson, Martha Manning, Shirley Lee, June Patton,

Jonathon Logan, Town and Country and many others.

NOW IN 4 REMARKABLY 
LOW PRICE GROUPSiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiimiiiiimimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiB

Up To $10.95

Dresses
Cottons and Rayons for Juniors, Misses and Women.
Every one and wonderful Buy at this low clearance price 
iiiiim m iiim iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiim iiiiiiim im iiiiiiiiiim m m iiiiiiiiiiiim iiiiiiiiiiin

Up To $12.95

Dresses
One and 2 piece Styles smartly fashioned from Rayons 
and Cottons. Now priced for quick clearance at Only. 
MrimitiiiiHiriM'iiiimiiuiiLiiiiii(iiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiii4iiuiiiiJiimiiiiiiifiiiit8

Up To $16.95

DRESSES- -
Solids, prints and combinations, one and 2 piece styles 
in Rayons and better cottons you'll Marvel at the values 
FOR ONLY.mMimmmmmiiimiiiiimimiiiiimiiimiiiimmimiimmfirirmiiiiiimiiiiimiii»
Up To $24.95

Dresses $ n
From our better lines in Rayon Crepes and Fine quality 
Cottons. One and 2 piece Styles. Priced for quick 
clearance

Because cf the extremely Low Prices. No approvals or 
refunds all sales final on these Clearance Prices dresses 
But what savings. You'll want several when you see the 
Price Tags.

Dresses you can wear now and all sum­
mer. Including many sun b a c k s a n d  
sheers.

HURRY! HURRY! HURRYE 
NOW TO

JO SEP H 'S
Sonora, Texas
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¿Senior Girls 
' Feted Friday

Mraes. Bill Fields, Jack Ward- 
law, and Sam Karnes entertained 

->with a dinner party Friday even- 
:ing at the Fields home honoring 
r.girls of the senior high school 
class.

The dining table was laid with 
«■an embroidered linen cloth and 
«centered with an arrangement of 
Tpink roses.

The graduation theme was used 
<an the place cards and on the buf- 
i e t  centerpiece. A gift was present­
e d  to each guest.

Those honored were Anne Kar­
ines, Jackie Wardlow, Betty Dren- 
man, Martha Renfroe, Blanche 
Taylor, Flora Dell Davis, Nina 
Smith, Geraldine Peitchinsky, 

ZZane Gardner, Peggy Sharp, Peggy 
Reiley, Beverly Howard, Enedina 
Chavez, Emma Jo Richardson, 
sCarlene Peeples.

M R S. GOODW IN GIVEN  
P A R T Y  BY DAUGHTERS

Mrs. C. W. Taylor and Mrs. Pal­
mier West of Eldorado honored 
itheir miother, Mi’s. Betty Goodwin 
o f  Hdtihs, N. M., with a dinner re­
cently fa the Taylor home.

Canasta and “ 42” were played.
Those present were Messrs, and 

Mmes. O. C. Ogden, Lee Patrick, 
Mrs. Carl Peeples, Mrs. D. T. Myers 
o f  San Angelo, Misses Betty Ann 
Patrick, Carlene Peeples, Dale 
West, and Billy Wright Taylor, Mr. 
Taylor and Buddy Gray of Men- 
.ard.

THANK YOU
We wish to thak the public for 

supporting or pistol scabbard and 
¡belt raffle. Especially we thank 
the Sutton County Rifle and pis­
tol Club. -Members of the Arts and 
Crafts Class, Sonora High School.

BAPTIST GIRLS HOLD 
SERVICE W EDNESDAY

The Bolton and Yearwood Cir­
cle of the Baptist Church had an 
opportunity to learn what the In­
termediate and Junior G. A. are 
learning, May 15 at the Baptist 
Church.

The Junior girls put on their in­
itiation service in a very impres­
sive way. The intermediates gave 
the G. A. Aim, Significance of Our 
Emblem, and Characteristics of a 
Christian (Matthew 5: 1-12) from 
memory.

At the close of the program an 
offering was taken to help buy a 
lot and cabin at the Baptist En­
campment held at Brownwood.

Two circles were formed, the 
girls circle being joined to the wo­
men circle by the councilors and 
young people secretary. Mrs. Al­
fred Cooper dismissed the group 
in prayer.

The decorations were the em­
blem of the W.M.U. chained to the 
globe of the world in W. M. U. 
colors and the emblem of the girls 
auxilury chaned to the W. M. U. 
emblem with the girls colors. This 
was banked with honeysuckle and 
roses.

A cake was served by the WkM.U. 
members in G. A. colors. The cake 
and punch were served by two in­
termediate girls. Those present 
were: Louise Wall, June Miller, 
Barbara Mayhew, Cleo Peitchin­
sky, Ruth Drennan, Marilyn Val- 
iliant, Wanda Rector, Lois West, 
Dickie Coleman, Nancy Milly, Ar- 
milda Odom, Lennie Mayhew, Eve­
line Wall, Earline Smith, Charlot­
te Carter, Norma Drews, Billie 
Jean Caldwell, Gloria Bolt, Norma 
Maxey, and Mmes. J. A. Cauthorn, 
W. O. Crites, R. G. Nance, N. E. 
Drews, J. E. Eldridge, A. L. Bolt, 
Fred Spinks, Alfred Cooper, 'Pink 
Glasscock, J. B. Heflin, Bill Dren­
nan.

¡J. F. HOWELLS. ENTERTAIN  
SENIORS SUNDAY NIGHT

Dr. and Mrs. J. F. Howell en­
tertained the members of the sen-
ior class and close friends with an
informal reception immediately 
following Baccalaureate service 
Sunday night.

The table was laid with a lace 
cloth over white, centered with an 
arrangement of snapdragons and 
sweet peas in a silver bowl. This 
arrangement was flanked by silver 
candle holders with yellow tapers. 
Cut flowers and potted plants were 
used as other decorations through­
out the reception rooms.

In the receiving line were Dr. 
and Mrs. Howell, Mrs. Bryan Hunt 
and Mrs. E. A. Brodhead presid­
ed at the punch bowl. Others as­
sisting were Mmes. Dantes Reiley 
and Sam Karnes.

About 75 called, during the even­
ing.

-SCS— Reduce some and produce more!

PHOTOS BY BOYD ARE BETTER 
PHONE 23441

1949 Rains Gave 
Mills' Program 
Big Boost

Range improvement is usually a 
slow process, but when good man­
agement and excellent growing 
conditions are combined the re­
sults are likely to be surprising 
as in the case on Stella Sewell’s 
ranch.

J. 0. Mills became a coopera­
tor with the Edwards Plateau Soil 
Conservation District in 1948. At 
this time Mills, working with tech­
nicians o f the Soil Conservation 
Service, made an inventory of his 
range. He found his range was in 
poor condition because of drouth 
and heavy stocking.

Mills wanted to get improve­
ment so he reduced his stocking 
from 60 to 15 animals units per 
section. He also worked ouP a de­
ferment and rotation system 
whereby pasture deferments would 
be rotated. He planted K. R. blue- 
stem in a corner of his field, to be 
used as a seed source.

In 1949 the rains came and so 
did the grass. Not just the grasses 
already growing but good grasses 
began to show up in the open. 
Good perennial weeds also began

*2*tE cE  
R° g

TPith T aJ i.herl,I*U

JO IN  NOW!

$5. WEEKLY
. . , sets your table with 
your most-loved pattern  
in America’s Finest Silver- 
plate tonight « « ■

1847
ROGERS
BROS.
There is no need to own any­
thing less than the finest!. . .  
O u r budget terms bring 
famous 1847 Rogers Bros, 
to you the easy way . . .  at 
payments so sm all your 
budget feels not the slightest 
pinch. Choose your pattern 
now, use it proudly the 
same day.

j © -tafeoYc) c a V t o u )

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Luckie had as 
their guest last week Mr. and Mrs. 
R. C. Luckie and daughter, Lenora, 
of Eunice, N. M. Luckie is em­
ployed by the Humble Company.

—SOS—
Mr. and Mrs.‘ George E. Smith 

spent last weekend in San Angelo 
with his mother, Mrs. Mary Smith.

— SCS—
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Hallum are 

in Odessa visiting Mrs. Margaret 
Blakely and son, Jon Dunagan.

— SCS—
Jess Bricker underwent surgery 

in a San Angelo hospital Monday 
morning. He is reported to be re­
covering.

The Rev. J. E. Winslow and 
Armer Earwood are spending to­
day and Saturday in San Antonio.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Decker of 
Galveston and Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
A. Walker of Jacksonville are the 
guests of the Henry Deckers and 
the Jim Deckers this week.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWS
CARD OF THANKS

We wish to thank the public for 
appreciation to our many friends 
for their kindness and thoughtful­
ness during our recent loss.

C. T. and Juliet Driskell.
The Holland Family.

Mr. and Mrs. 0. V. Mullins, for­
mer Sonorans, will be the guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Shaw this 
weekend. Mr. and Mrs. Mullins live 
in Eden.

to make their appearance. Little 
and silver bluestem, Texas cup- 
grass, plains lovegrass, Texas win- 
tergrass, and hairy grama made up 
many of the better grasses that 
increased in Mills pasture.

As conditions began to improve 
Mills slo|wly increased his live­
stock. The present dry spell has 
caused Mills to hold this increase 
and reduce his stocking somewhat 
in order to balance his forage por- 
duction and livestock numbers. He 
intends to hod the range improve­
ment he has made.

Mills Is carrying his conserva­
tion to other ranches he is mana­
ging. On Mrs. Sewells Sulpher well 
ranch, Mrs. S. C. Felps ranch and 
his own Puckett ranch Mills is in 
the process of dividing large pas­
tures and installing new water 
facilities. These physical improve­
ments will enable Mills to apply 
more intensive conservation man­
agement to these ranches.

Mr. and Mrs. Palmer West and 
daughter and Miss Blanche Tay­
lor are leaving next Friday for a 
three-weeks trip to California and 
the western states.

Miss June Ann Hill is spending 
two weeks in Dallas with Mr. and 
Mrs. Charli Lay and daughter, 
Francis.

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Carter of 
Hamblin and Mr. and Mrs. B. D. 
Carter of Troy were guests this 
week of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Harri­
son.

College education for your 
children? Old-age retirement? 
Plan now. See Louin Martin, re­
presenting the best in insurance.

Adv. 29.

Say It With Flowers 
Duckett Flower Shop

SMITH ELECTRIC

CO N TR A CT W IRING CO M M ERCIAL W ORK  
APPLIAN CE REPAIR & IN STALLATIO N  

REW IRING & REPAIRING  
A N YTH IN G  ELEC TR IC A L  

No Job Too Large Or Too Small

Agency For
AIRW AY VACUUM  CLEAN ER  

Have Stock of Supplies

J. P. (Smitty) SMITH
PHONE 24951

♦

AND YOUR SOIL WILL SAVE YOU. APPLY 
COORDINATED SOIL-SAVING PRACTICES. 
GET A RANCH PLAN. HOLD ON TO YOUR 
TOP SOIL.

THE RATLIFF STORE

jS A  V  E  

Y  ©) U  R  

§  Ö  1! I

— SCS—

We take pleasure in announcing the opening of our sandwich bar. Chicken 
Salad, Pimento Cheese Sandwiches, real, Old-Time Coney Islands and Hot Dogs.

TRY ONE TODAY!

The Comer Drug
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Here are the people who compose the PMA County Committee of 
Sutton County. They are left to right Mrs. Alma Ogden, secretary, 
W. B. McMillan, chairman, Thomas Morriss and Cleve Jones Jr., 
members. This committee administers the funds for payment of the 
application of conservation practices on ranches in Sutton County.

~ Stocking "Below Rainfall" Can 
Assure Ranchman Of Grass Ahead

On range land, soil conservation 
and range improvement are obtain­
ed by improvement of vegetation 
On any range there is a reason for 
the presence of any particular 
species, and a reason for the ab­
sence of any plant that is present 
over the fence.

Iis generally accepted that 
some range plants are superior 
for forage, or for holding the soil, 
while others are of small value. It 
is necessary, therefore, in apprais­
ing range land, to recognize the 
various combinations of the many 
plant species, and to know the sig­
nificance of the various combina­
tions of plants.

In an attempt to convert those 
plant combinations to a useable 
scale, “ Range Condition Classes” 
have been established. These have 
been accepted as good by the Sup­
ervisors of the Edwards Plateau 
Soil Cons'ervation District, and, as 
a result, are being used by Soil 
Conservation Service technicians.

While the Indian ruled the Ed­
wards Plateau and for awhile 
thereafter, vegetation was allow-

ed to develop according to the rules 
of nature. There was about 20 to 
22 inches , of rainfall then, just as 
now. Grass was left at the end of 
the growing season, and thus shad­
ed and cooled the ground thus re­
ducing evaporation. Acting like a 
sponge it slowed down runoff 
water and held it on the ground; 
plant roots and litter kept the soil 
loose and open, and rain water, 
most of it, entered the ground and 
was available for plant growth. | 

Under excellent conditions some j 
of our common short grasses, cur­
ly mesquite, rad grama, and hairy ! 
triodia, for example were minority 
members of the plant community. 
With most of the rainfall entering 
the soil, there was ample water 
available for the taller grasses to 
thrive, Sideoats grama, the blue- ] 
stems, plains lovegrass and others 
made up the greater partof the 

t plant composition. These taller 
I grasses were desirable because j 
I :hey added variety to the animal 
diet, but especially because they 

I produced two or three time as 
I much edible feed as do short gras-

ses. They were producing the maxi­
mum that soil and moisture allow­
ed on the Edwards Plateau. Such 
range may be called Excellent.

Early accounts of the vegetation 
on the Edwards Plateau referred 
to “ the luxuriant grass sufficient 
to graze millions of animals” . 
Many ranchers who followed those 
early settlers have realized that 
the country gradually changed 
through the years.

Under grazing management that 
demands removal of all the grass 
each year the ground is bared, 
organic matter is removed from 
the soil, the ground crusts, and 
water runs o ff down the draws, 
with less and less rainfall percola­
ting into the soil. An artificial 
drought results and the tall, higher 
producing 'grasses are slowly re­
moved because insufficient water 
enters the soil to maintain their 
tall growth. This process is speed­
ed up by livestock grazing year­
long on the food producing leaves 
of such grasses.

As the taller, better grasses are 
reduced, their place is occupied 
by short grasses which produce less 
and, consequently, require less 
water. When the range reduction 
process reaches the point where 
the range plant community con­
tains only 50 to 75 percent of the 
best plants and over 25 percent of 
the poor species it has dropped to 
“ Good Condition” .

Rangeland in fair condition is

not nearly as productive as land 
in excellent condition. Such pas­
tures- often contain almost solid 
stands of one kind of grass with 
a liberal sprinkling of weedy gras­
ses such as red grama, hairy trio­
dia, and three-awn needlegrasses, 
and poisonous plants such as bit- 
terweed are beginning to increase. 
The lower producting short grasses 
such as curly mesquite then bear 
a greater load. With continued close 
use the best grasses present weak­
en and die. The stage is then set 
for weeds, shrubs and other low 
producing grasses that are unat­
tractive to animals to increase and 
take over.

Range in Poor Condition is re­
cognized by less than 25 percent 
of the vegetation being composed 
of good range plants. Poor grasses 
and unpalatable poisonous weeds 
are in abundance. The soil is light 
in color indicating low organic con­
tent which means poor growth con­
ditions. Rocks appear to be more 
abundant. Without organic matter 
and good plant cover the soil be­
comes packed and crusts. Rain 
water, then runs off, instead of 
soaking into the soil..

One of the most disturbing fea­
tures of range in poor condition is 
erosion. The water which runs 
off such land picks up the fine 
soil particles which includes plants 
nutrients and organic matter. Each 
runoff carries off the land a sheet 
of the best soil material, just as 
one might strip sheet after sheet 
o ff a writing tablet. Eventually 
such erosion progresses into gul 
lies which cut up pastures and 
drain the soil.

The objective of the Edwards 
Plateau Soil Conservation District 
and the technicians cooperating 
with the District is to help all 
ranchers to improve and maintain 
their ranges to insure maximum 
production of high quality forage 
for livestock. Much progress has 
been made towards.this objective 
in spite of one of the driest periods 
in our rainfall history.

- S O S -
STARTED CHICKS

4- week heavy breed cockerels- - 
35c each.
4- week old combine and Austra- 
White Pullets - - - 53c each.
5- week old Combine and Austra- 
White Pullets - - - 60c each.
6- week old Combine and Austra- 
White Pullets - - - 67c each

You may get thes at the Hat­
chery or have your local Truck­
ing Co. pick them up for you-at 
the COMFORT HATCHERY Box 
987 - - - - Phone 116. COMFORT, 
TEXAS. ADV.

J j r m t t  “(H ip  (ü ir u r c i îE s
ST. ANN’S CHURCH

tunday Masses ________  8 o’clock
________  10 o’clock

Veekday Masses 7:30 o’clock

BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday S ch oo l_________
Morning Service_____ -__
Young People’s Meeting 
Evening Services

_ 10:00 
_ 11:00 
_ _  6:00 
_  7:00

7:00

Range
Conservation 
PAYS OFF

Mid-Week Bible Study
Each W ednesday__

W.M.U. ---------  Each Wednesday
Men’s Brotherhood meets Tuesday 
after the first and third Sundays
Jr. G A ’s Each Monday ____  3:45
Int. G A ’s Each Monday __ 4:15
R A ’s Tuesday______________4:15
Sunbeams Wednesday ____3:00

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Bonier B. Gist, Minister

10:00 a. m ._________ Bible Classes
10:45 a. m. __________   Worship
3:15 p. m., Young People’s Meeting
3:00 p. m . --------------------- Worship

THURSDAY
8:45 p. m., Ladies’ Bible Class 

Everyone Is Welcome At Every 
Service.

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 
W. H. MARSHALL, Pastor

Our guest speaker Sunday will 
be Mr. Larry T. Taylor, a pro­
minent layman in our church. Mr. 
Taylor is a consulting engineer 
and makes his home in san An­
gelo.
Jhurch School ______  9:45 o'clock
Morning worship____10:60 o’clock
Youth Fellowship _____  6 o’clock
Evening Worship ______  7 o’clock

St. John’s Episcopal 
Church

The Rev. J. E. Winslow, Rector 
Office hours: 9 to 12 daily

First Sunday After Trinity May 27
Holy Communion 8 A.M.
Morning Prayer and Sermon 11 a.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
(South Side) Holiness Building 
Services Each Lord’s Day at 

10:30 o’clock
Evening Services __ 7:30 o’clock

Welcome All — T. R. Chappell 
MEXICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 

Rev. L. R. Flores, Pastor
Sunday School - ______  9:30
Morning Service____________ 11:00
Young People’s Meeting ___ 7:30
Evening Service_____________ 8:00

■ MV
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This experimental pasture at Sub-Station No. 14, Sonora, has been 
rested for 27 months. Note recovery of the good, climax grasses in 
this period. ,

Mrs. John Hull o f Houston is 
here this week visiting Dr. and 
Mrs. Tom White and her mother, 
Mrs. Clyde Gardner.

m sm a K K K B m
M M  ' M gü
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Since then it has been grazed continuously with straight sheep a f  
a rate of 48 animal units per section. The good grasses have been 
grazed off short with threeawn, a poor grass, predominating.

Less cattle on the range - more 
money in the bank!

Deferred grazing is usually the cheapest and best method foi 
range recovery. This pasture has had two summer rests and wa! 
grazed each winter producing 50 pounds of beef per acre the past 
season.

Just The Right Thing !
CONSERVATION RANCHING

Brings more grass, 
better grass.

Produces more pounds 
of beef and mutton.

Returns $ s

The Edwards Plateau Conservation District 
has Range Conservation Savvy. See them.

JOSEPH’S

Balance your forage produc- 
tion with the grass consump- -
tion of your stock. That's what 
your range conservation plan 
helps you do. Your conserva­
tion district_ supervisors and 
SCS technicians can aid you 
in conserving your grass.
Soil Conservation farming and 
ranching Pays.

- ï  .-."i

- ¡ ¡ ¡ i t

PLAN
YOUR
GRASS PROGRAM

The Wesley Sawyer Jewelry
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Halbert's Polled Hereford Success 
Result Of Cattle, Feed, Management

.Ranchers in southwest Texas are 
becoming convinced that a success- 
ill], stabilized livestock industry 
depends on both good grassland 
management and good livestock 
management.

It was no accident that Robert 
A . Halbert broke all records at 
the 1950 National Polled show at 
Kansas City for the number of 
trophies won. For, as Halbert says: 
"Good cattle, good feed and good 
management always produce good 
results.”  He has combined all three

in his successful ranching opera­
tion. And results are good.

Halbert’s hornless Herefords 
have consistently placed among 
the top of their classes in all ma­
jor shows in the past several years. 
Individual animals such as Domes­
tic Mischief 259, grand champion 
senior bull at Kansas City and the 
Texas State Fair at Dallas are 
proof of Halbert’s .success as a 
cattle breeder. Another Halbert 
bull, Domestic Woodrow 244, won 
the champion sale bull trophy at

^Know \bur Grasses
■must- -----------------------------------------------

CANADIAN W ILD RYE

The high quality brood cows shown here illustrate the type ot 
cattle that produce Halbert's champion polled Herefords. fertility. In addition, Halbert al-

! soil, hold rainfall and reduce soil 
; loss.

Fields less suited to cultivation 
because of erosion hazards are be­
ing retired to permanent grasses 
as rapidly as seed can be produc­
ed from plantings made last year 
for seed source on part of the ir- 

i rigated acreage. King Ranch blue- 
stem, sideoats and slender grama 
and Boers, Lehmann and sand 
lovegrasses make up the plant­
ings. Halbert plans to try blue 
panic next spring for dry land 
planting.

Adapted grass is also used in re­
seeding rangeland where the brush 
has been bulldozed. Bŷ  reseeding 
the bare, disturbed areas, Halbert 

1 is speeding up grass recovery con­
siderably.

By applying conservation mea­
sures to his cultivated land, Hal­
bert produces more feed which in 
turn enables him to rest more pas­
tures and thereby hasten his range 
recovery.

The irrigated 185-acres assure 
Halbert of feed regardless of the 
weather. Since the irrigation sy­
stem is part of his coordinated con­
servation ranch plan, it helps to 
advance the good land use Halbert

sideoats, grama, and other good 
grasses-to see soil held in place 
and the greatest use made of limit­
ed rainfall, and to know that the 
land is being used according to its 
capabilities and treated according 
to its needs.

It is ranchers like Halbert on 
whom the nation depends to in­
crease livestock production with­
out permanently damaging their 
land during these trying times.

— SCS—

• • >
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Kansas City. This was the third 
win for a Halbert bull. It gave 
him permanent possession of the 
revolving “Texas Trophy Cup” . He 
is the first exhibitor to show three 
champion sale bulls, having won 
in 1945, 1947 and last year.

Not content with these two Kan­
sas show champions, Halbert fol­
lowed up with first place in the 
senior heifer yearling class with 
Miss Domestic Mischief II, which 
had also been a Dallas winner.

These awards are a just tribute 
to a man who has been breeding 
polled Herefords since 1918 and 
is now the fourth largest polled 
Hereford breeder in the United 
States.

An early cooperator with the 
Edwards Plateau Soil Conserva­
tion District, Halbert has always 
been concerned with the feeding 
end of his business. “ Purebred 
cattle need purebred grasses to 
make the most efficient return per 
acre,”  he emphasized.

Halbert feels that good range- 
land with large amounts of the 
most desirable grasses, such as the 
bluestems and grama grasses, is 
used to better advantage by good 
cattle. A poorly bred cow will eat 
as much as a high quality cow and 
yet make fewer pounds of market­
able cuts. Cattle also need the var­
iety and higher food value that 
the better ranges provide, Halbert 
has learned.

By keeping his livestock num­

bers in balance with the amount 
of grass produced each year and 

| by practicing a system of pasture 
de erments, Halbert is continuous­
ly improving his rangeland in ad- 

1 dilion to providing plenty of good 
: forage for his polled Herfords.

He says: “ I leave grass ungraz­
ed each year to pay my range in­
surance premiums.” By doing this 
he increases the carrying capacity 
of his range and provides ample 

j feed reserves on the ground. This 
: reserve feed, in the form of grass, 
conserves maximun moisture and 
protects the soil from erosion. It 

l also helps to lesson the effects of 
droughts and unseasonable wea- 

| ther.
| On his 24-section ranch, Halbert 
I 'arms 735 acres on the best land, 
j of which 185 acres are irrigated. 
¡The same principles of good con- 
i nervation land management that 
; r.e has applied. to his rangeland 
! are being followed on his cropland.

In cooperation with the Edwards 
| Plateau Soil Conservation District, 
| through which he receives help 
from Soil Conservation Service 
technicians in planning and apply- 

; ing his coordinated soil conserva­
tion program, Halbert has ter­
raced and contoured all dryland 
fields that require such treatment 
to conserve soil and moisture. Soil­
improving Madrid and Hubam 
sweetclovers are being used re­
gularly in the crop rotations, not 
only to maintain but to increase

lows plenty of old crop litter and ^ g i v i n g  for on the place as a 
residue, to remain ungrazed on t h e j ^ , ^  pretty picture to see Hal_ 
ground. This practice helps him to bert’s polled Herfords grazing 
build up the organic matter in the 1 lush native pastures of bluestem,1

F or Inform ation ca ll o r  w rite  n o w  tm
U. S. MARINE CORPS

POST O FFICE BLDG. 
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

Lee Lewis, farm managar, and his son Bill check the flow if ir- ----  — ---------------------------------
rigation water on the Halbert Ranch. The mile maize, hegari and Look out for the range of to- 
red top cane seen in the background are used for silage for supple­
mental winter feeding. morrow.

You Bet There's A D!

>

Depleted range offers nothing now and very 

little for future generations.

A conserved range produces- builds beef, 

grows wool, mutton and mohair for indefinite 

period.

SOMETHING DIFFERENT HAS BEEN BREWING IN SUTTON COUNTY.

RANCHMEN HAVE BEEN GETTING TOGETHER THROUGH THE EDWARDS PLATEAU
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT TO HANDLE THEIR OWN CONSERVATION PROBLEMS.

WE THINK THAT'S THE AMERICAN WAY TO GET A NEEDED JOB DONE.

H. V. Stokes Feed Company
■

-

LIN TURNEY, Owner Sonora, Texas

Western Cotton Oil Company
Makers o f  Paymaster feeds San Angelo, Texas

-fV-^-nir wuj

I

■

:
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Soil Conservation Service Personnel

Soil Conservation Service per­
sonnel workings with the Board of 
Supervisors are providing techni­
cal assistance in conservation.prob- 
lems of the Edwards Plateau Soil 
Conservation District. Left to right 
they are: E. B. Keng formerly

District. Conservationist. has., be­
come assistant State Conservation­
ist working out of the State office 
at Temple. Tom Darrow, District 
Conservationist is working with 
three soil conservation districts. 
In addition to assisting the local

District, he is working the Upper 
Llano Soil - Conservation District 
with headquarters in Junction and 
the Devils River -Soil Conserva­
tion District with headquarters in 
Del Rio. Andy Truden is Work 
Unit Conservationist in the Sonora

Office. Jack Jarvis, who in addi­
tion to assisting the local Dis­
trict, is starting to work with PMA 
in Edwards and Crockett Coun­
ties.

— SC'S—

In March of 1949 the field in the above picture was covered by a 
heavy stand of poisonous bitterweed. Before the end of that year its 
physical appearance was to be completely changed.

Joe Hardgraves, with the assistance of local Soil Conservation 
Service technicians, planted the field to King Ranch bluestem in 
March, 1949. The planting was made in a heavy cover of bitterweed 
and was planted in 36 inch rows.

The above picture shows the results. The dense stand of K. R., 
which is waist high onHardgraves, has completely eleminated the 

bitterweed. In the short period of one year, Hardgraves has con­
verted a hazard area that was producing proctically nothing into 
a highly productive area that was producing grazing as well as high 
priced seed. This field was brought from a liability to an asset in 
one year by planting of grass.

Friess Sold On 
Madrid Clover

Harold Friess has found a new 
friend in Madrid sweet clover, due 
to the large amount of grazing he 
has obtained from this biennial 
legume.

As part of his conservation plan 
with the Edwards Plateau Soil 
Coservation District, Friess plant­
ed his West Field to Madrid clover 
in March, 1949. The seed was in- 
noculated and planted on the con­
tour.

On July 3, 1949 Friess opened 
the gate into this 10 acre field 
and allowed 14 cows and calves 
and one bull to graze at choice.e 
Most of their time was spent in 
the field, Friess pointed out. After 
two weeks grazing he closed the 
gate and allowed the clover to 

I make new growth. The clover was 
I again grazed from August 10th un- 
. til September 6th. About 58 days 
of grazing was furnished by this 
acre planting of clover for 15 ani- 

i mal units or the equivalent of 160 
! animal units per section on a year- 
1 long basis.

For 5 days during January of 
1950, the field was grazed with 

| 250 head of ewes. The clover was 
1 then rested and allowed to make

Mayfield Took 
Advantage Of 
Good Rains

Stanley Mayfield’s Hill Road 
ranch has made some marked im­
provement the past several years. 
This was accomplished by taking 
advantage of rainfall when it was 
available.

During the past two favorable

growing seasons, Mayfield reduced 
his stocking. Light summer stock­
ing coupled with pasture defer­
ments has brought about an im­
proved range condition. Many of 
the better grasses have increased 
considerably. Sideoats grama is 
the most prevelant with numerous 
young seedlings producing seed 
in the open away from protective 
thickets. Silver and little blue- 
stem are becoming more prominent 
and noticeable. The grass cover as

a whole has shown much improve­
ment with many of the bare and 
weak spots now completely cover­
ed.

Showing concern over invading 
brush, Mayfield cabled oak and 
some mesquite. He has been us­
ing goats to control oak sprouts 
and plans to, follow up on the 
mesquite with 2 4 5 - T and
kerosene of necessary.

Mayfield has set the stage for 
continued range improvement. Even 
with normal rainfall, his range 
should continue to improve ufider 
this type of treatment.

a seed crop. During the summer 
Friess turned the clover under as 
a green manure crop to add organ­
ic matter to the soil.

At the present time, the clover 
has come back to a volunteer stand 
from the clover that was plowed 
under during the summer of 1950. 
It is no wonder that Friess con­
siders Madrid clbver a true friend. 
It has given him a large amount 
of grazing while at the same time 
it was improving the physical con­
dition of his soil by breading up 
any restrictive layers in the soil 
and improving its structure and 
fertility by the addition of organic 
matter.

Another good sound conserva­
tion practice that Friess is apply­
ing to some of his other cropland 
is retiring it to a good clover of 
perennial grasses.

Three years ago Friess began 
plantin his House Field to grasses 
by sowing a small amount of K.R. 
bluestem, sideoats grama and 
weeping lovegrass. Each year he 
planted more of the field until 
how he has the whole field in grass 
and a permanent cover.

K. R. bluestem is in the maj­
ority, following by slender grama 
and sideoats grama. Present in 

' the composition also are Boers 
. and Lehmann’s lovegrass, canada 
wildrye and a little blue panicum.

Besides halting a serious ero­
sion hazard these desireable gras­
ses are proving their worth from 
a grazing standpoint as well.

On fourteen acres, Friess graz­
ed sixty-one cows and sixty calves 
for five days (Aug. 28 - Sept. 2, 
1950). This amount of grazing on 
fourteen acres is the equivalent of 
grazing approximately seventy 
cows per section on a year long 
basis. One hundred and thirty-one 
ewes were also grazed for nine 
days (Dec. 6th - Dec. 15th, 1950) 
on this fourteen acres or the 
equivalent of 29 animal units per 

I section on a year long basis. Now

thats a lot of feed even for a field 
in cultivated crops.

To top it all off, Friess doesn’t 
have to worry about planting, 
plowing or harvesting each year. 
He has a permanent cover of high 
quality, deep rooted perennial 
grasses that will produce a de­
pendable supply of good forage 
each year.

— SC'S—
SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWS

Wanted: If you don’t like being 
tied down to monotonous work in 
factory, store or other employ­
ment write for details. Good open­
ing nearby. More Money and a 
real opportunity. Rawleigh’s, Dept. 
TXC-1730-CC, Memphis, Tenn. Ad.

Say It With Flowers 
Duckett Flower Shop 

Phone 23371

217 S. Chadboume
SAN ANGELO
Phone 5384

»¿ays
Y  ° vea/ear Gua* a Te

ü  a ilBiawMWilwMi

Moving parts 
to monk&u u

SONORA GAS CO.

I
Ì

FREE! FREE! FREE! FREE!
To One Of Our Subscribers

N EW 1951Ford Six Custom Tudor Sedan
tm

WITH RADIO AND EXTRA TIRE
In appreciation of 60 years of loyal 

support by our subscribers, The Devil's 
River News w ill on Saturday July 28, 
1951, at 5 P. M., give away, absolutely 
free, to one of its subscribers, a Brand 
New 1951 Ford Six Tudor Sedan, Com­
plete with radio and extra tire.

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 
CALL NEWS OFFICE OR CONTACT 
REPRESENTATIVE IN FORD SEDAN.

SEE THIS FORD SIX SEDAN ON 
DISPLAY AT THE DEVIL'S RIVER 
NEWS OFFICE, OR AT THE SONORA 
MOTOR COMPANY, YOUR FORD 
DEALER.

RULES
7. Any person whose subscription is paid up until May, 7952 or be­

yond, is eligible for this gift, holders of life subscriptions excepter.
2. A person subscribing to The Devil's River News for one year 

will receive one certificate of elegibility entitling him to one oppor­
tunity to be awarded this prize.

3. A person subscribing to The Devil's River News for 2 years will 
receive 2 certificates of eligibility entitling him to 2 opportunities 
to be awarded this prize.

4. A person may not subscribe to The Devil's River News for more 
than five years in advance or not beyond May, 7956.

5. To be eligible for this outstanding prize, a subscriber must 
bring his subscription at least up to May, 7952. Should his subscrip­
tion be in arrears, he will receive a separate certificate of eligibility 
for each year he brings his subscription up.

6. Who May Subscribe? Any person may subscribe for himself or 
for any member of his family and he may buy a subscription or sub­
scriptions for a friend or friends. Remember-A certificate of eligibi­
lity is awarded with each subscription.

7. This Appreciation Prize will be awarded to one of our subscri­
bers on Saturday, July 28, 7957, at 5 P. M. in front of The Devil's 
River News office. A subscriber need N OT be present to win.

8. Deadline for persons entering or renewing subscriptions is 4:30 
P. M. Saturday, July 28, 7957.

9. WHO IS NOT ELIG IBLE TO W IN THIS PRIZE? -
A. Owner or employees of the Devil's River News, their fathers, 

■mothers, brothers, sisters, husbands and wives of their brothers and

CAR TO BE AWARDED
SATURDAY, 

J U L Y  28, 1951 .
IT § P. M. IT HEWS OFFICE
SEE CAR AT N EW S OFFICE 
OR SO N O R A M O T O R  CO.

HOME OF FINER FORDS
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Conservation 
Means Grass In 
Edwards District

Conservation may mean ter- 
rances ir tanks to some, but in the 
Edwards Plateau Soil Conserva­

tion District, it means GRASS, 
GRASS-tall grass and lots of it, is 
what made the Sonora area known 
as the Heart of the Stockmans 
Paradise.

Concerned with invading plants, 
decreasing livestock production 
and increased soil and water losses, 
ranchers in Sutton and the north­
west part of the Edwards County

the Edwards Soil Con-1 gan, so easily acquired throughorganized __
servation District. Three years , nature’s generosity with her vege. 
ago, in April 1948, the District [ tation.
went into operation. The District ! During the past three years 75 
Eoard of Supervisors include J. j percent of the ranchers in the Dis­
ivi. Vander Stucken, Chairman, j trict have entered into cooperative 
Fred Earwood, Joe B. Ross, Edwin agreements with their Soil Con- 
Sawyer and Frank Bond. Now, in servation District. This is evidence 
1951, ranchers are well on the
way to regaining title to the slo-

s

Offering A New

Hospital
Insurance I

m

FOR INDIVIDUALS AND  
FAM ILY GROUPS 
ISSUED TO AGES 

1 DAY TO 80 YEARS

GOOD A T AN Y LA W FU LLY  
OPERATED HOSPITAL 

ANYW HERE IN THE WORLD  
CHOOSE YOUR OW N DOCTOR

COVERS -  HOSPITAL AND  
SURGICAL EXPENSE FOR 

ACCIDEN TS AND SICKNESS

PROVIDES -  BENEFIT FOR
CHILDBIRTH A T HOME OR IN 

TH E HOSPITAL AFTER PO LICY IN 
FORCE 10 MONTHS

PROVIDES CASH BENEFITS FOR
HOSPITAL EXPENSE - AM BULAN CE EXPENSE - DOCTORS FEE

(FOR SURGICAL OPERATIONS)

LOUIN MARTIN
AGEN T FOR

AMERICAN NATIONAL
INSURANCE CO.

X

enough that ranchers are concern­
ed about their ranges and are 
anxious to make corrective mea­
sures.

By working together through 
their Soil Conservation District 
ranchers are finding the answers 
to many of their range problems.
Range men of the Soil Conserva­
tion Service are helping District 
cooperators plan and apply sound 
land use practices that will return 
the higher producing grasses that 
are the backbone of the whole 
livestock industry.

The Ranch Experiment Station improvement, which indicates that 
between Sonora and Rocksprings ranchers are aiding the bluestems

is conducting grSzing management 
tests to help determine safe carry­
ing capacities that will yield the 
maximum pounds of beef, lamb 
and wool, and will also permit ade­
quate soil and water conservation.

Results c f these grazing studies 
Will be of great value in further­
ing the range improvement work 
in tthe District. The Ranch Experi­
ment work in the District. The 
Ranch Experiment Station has, 
also, entered into a cooperative 
agreement with the District to add 
their weight to. the conservation 
movement.

“ The proof of the cook is in the 
pudding” , and likewise the amount 
of conservation work applied on 
the land is proof of the soundness 
of the District program and opera­
tion. To date about 238,00 acres 
of rangeland has shown marked

now ìòur Grasses

BLUE GRAMA

9 m . ; j

-------------------------------- 1
and grama grasses to win out over 
invadiiig vegetation, such as bitter- 
weed and mealycup sage.

Some 3000' acres of rangeland 
and old cultivated fields have been 
reseeded to native and introduced 
grasses. Chief among these have 
been K. R. bluestem and slender 
grama. Many of these plantings 
are providing seed sources for 
furiher reseeding work.

The Edwards Plateau Soil Con­
servation District has materally 
helped cooperators in this respect, 
by providing scarce grass seed ! 
produced in SCS grass nurseries 
and by purchasing a grass plan­
ter for use in the District.

While there is less than 10,000 
acres of cultivated land in the Dis­
trict, is represents some of the 
best and most capable land in the 
District. Conserving this acreage 
and increasing its productiveness 
is an important feature of the 
District program.

Some 2,300 acres of this culti­
vated land being farmed on the 
ccntoonur to hold more water and 
soil in place.

Approximately 1000 acres of soil 
building crops have been planted 
in the District. Hubam and Mad­
rid clovers are the most popular, j 
but trial plantings of peruvian al­
falfa have been made this year by

Tom Davis is standing in his 
graiss nursery which he maintains 
on his ranch to “check new grasses 
for adaptability to this area, 
palatability to livestock, and for­
age production.

Ben and W. R. Cusenbary. The 
Ranch Experiment Station also 
has a planting of Australian dry- . 
land alfalfa.

These are a few of the things 
+hat ranchers have done during the 
past three years in conjunction 
with their Soil Conservation Dis­
trict to retard erosion and to im­
prove the condition of their land 
and make for a more stable and 
permanent ranching industry.

— SCS—
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Martin of 

Eunice, N. M., were the guests o f 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
A. Martin, Jr., last weekend.* Mar­
tin is employed as pumper with the 
Shell Oil Company in Eunice.

FOR SALE:- New 880 Colman 
Floor Furnace. Call 2173. 2 tp 32.

Mrs. J. P. Riddle and Mrs. A. 
N. Wood of Big Spring were the 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. H. P. 
Cooper this week.

Keep a sponge on your range 
not a slicker!

SONORA TEXAS
JUNE 23
SIX PURSE RACES DAILY
CALF ROPING NIGHTLY JUNE 22-23
MATCHED AND JACKPOT ROPINGS

P A R K

/

A SSO C IA T IO N
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Grass Fires Cause Double-Loss
years before nature can again1 
cover the ground with grass. Dur-! 
ing those years much of the valu-.

There is at least one man around 
these parts who smokes his cigar 
without a fire on the end of it,
but most of us like to burn up \ able, top soil will be washed away, 
our cigars and cigarettes, if for 
nothing more than just to watch 
the smoke.

Smoke. Now that’s a word we 
hear a lot. Most of the time it 
dosen’t mean much, but every so 
often it is spoken in such a man­
ner that it immediately commands 
the attention of every person that 
hears it. Anxious eyes search the 
skies for smoke. Is it my house? 
My barn? My pasture? Well, it’s 
someone’s pasture, and something 
has to be done. The fire is put out, 
but only after it has caused some 
damage. It would have been so 
much better if the fire had never 

_been started in the first place.
Yes, that’s what will be said 

everytime. And everybody will 
agree with it. But when it comes 
to being a little bit more careful 
with that fire on the end of a 
cigarette or the match that lit it, 
well, that’s too much trouble. Even 
empty bottles thrown out along 
the roadside can start a roaring 
grass fire.

We would all be more careful if 
we realized that a grass fire costs 
us plenty. Perhaps indirectly, but 
costly. Not only is there a loss of 
money through loss of improve­
ments, livestock, winter roughage 
and feed, but a loss which can be 
paid for only by time - - soil.

How does an uncontrolled pas­
ture damage soil- Just ask any 
cooperator with the Edwards Pla­
teau Soil Conservation District, or 
one of the Service Conservation­
ist aiding the District, or a rancher 
that has had several hundred acres 
burned.

He would tell you that with all 
the grass and vegetation burned 
o ff the soil it would be unprotect- 

_ed. The rain drops can explode 
directly against the soiv, breaking 
small particles loose. These par­
ticles are then easily moved when 
water starts to run. On barren 
soil it doesn’t take much rain be­
fore water starts to run. This run­
ning water will carry those tiny 
soil particles away and pile them 
up in a tank or some other place 
where they aren’t wanted. Sure, 
they are mighty small particles, 
but just try counting the raindrops 
in one rain.

■*- Or maybe someone will answer 
your question by saying that not 
only is the vegetation that was on 
the ground lost, but the seeds were 
lost too. So the next year the only 
thing« growing will be undesirable 
-plants that always come first on 
bare ground. It will be several

Another might approach the 
' question still differently by tell- 
| ing you that a hot fire will burn 
the organic matter out of the soil. 

! This would leave the soil in poor 
I physical-condition. It would be like 
I powder which is ea'Sily washed 
away.

All the answers add up to the 
: same thing; grass fires are de- 
: structive not only to the owner, 
but to all.

! Pastures with lots of grass on 
! the ground are probably more sus- 
, ceptable to fires than ones in poor 
! condition, but the added value of 
1 a disirable plant cover more than 
I offsets any degree of fire hazard. 
In addition, a pasture in good range 
condition can withstand a fire bet­
ter than one in poor shape. A 
range with large percent of side- 
oats and hairy grama, the blue- 
stems etc. has more soil moisture 
and protection than one coverer 
■with red grama, needlegrass etc. 
A grass fire on a range in good 
conditions does not destroy the or­
ganic matter to the same extent 
that one on poor range does.

So overusing a range and keep­
ing it in poor condition is no sure 
way of avoiding grass fires - nor 
desirable either.

The best method of fighting 
grass fires is to prevent them, but 
failing this, several suggestions 

j have been made to stop a fire be- 
! fore it spreads too far.
I The proposal that ranchers keep 
spraying machines filled with 

\ water at all times is a good one.
! Another safty measure would be to 
1 have a good supply of old feed 
sacks available. Providing water 
outlets at mills and tanks would 
be good insurance also.

Any method that would stop a 
grass fire and save feed and soil 
would be worthwhile.

— SCS—
Its takes hundreds of years to 

“ make” one inch of top soil-with- 
out grass a single storm may scalp 
off several inches of this “ skin” 
(top soil)-when top soil is gone, 
-.he land is practically useless-no- 
■ hing worth while will grow. 

—SCS—
Overstocking is a rustler! He 

who steals, his own grass hangs 
himself!

— SCS—
Grass-when most folks think of 

-ass, they associate it with lawn 
r  - wers-o’ course we know that 
ows eat th’ stuff-hut that’s about 
s much as we know.

CltEW SPELLS OUT ‘ ‘LEYTE” ; READ IT—Shown in the above pho­
tograph is the USS Leyte upon her recent return to the United StateB 
after several months of duty with U.N. Naval Forces in Korean 
waters. The Leyte joined Admiral E. C. Evan’s Task Force 77 early 
last October after a record breaking run three quarters of the way 
around the world. The next day her pilots started pounding the 
enemy giving close support to ground troops. During the tour of 
duty in Korean waters the Leyte’s planes restroyed or damaged over 
1,000 military buildings, 127 vessels, 59 bridges, besides blocking 3 
tunnels and inflicting 10,000 casulties.

Here Are The Board Of Supervisors Of The Edwards Plateau Soil Conservation District. Left 
To Right Joseph Vander Stucken, Chairman, Fred Earwood, Edwin Sawyer, Joe Brown Ross 
and Frank Bond. These Ranchmen, Elected By Landowners In The District Are Working For The 
Ranchmen In Administering The Conservation Needs Of The District.

N O i IC E
Sutton County Will Enforce 
The Dog Law Immediately!

On the 22nd day of July, 1950, t h i s  
county in a county wide election voted to 
adopt Act 1937, 45th Leg., p. 1119, ch. 
450. This act made it unlawful for the 
owner of any dog six months or more of 
age, to allow said dog to run at large, un­
less such dog shall have been by such ow­
ner or person having control of said dog 
duly registered with the County Trea­
surer. And such dog if running at large, 
sfiall have securely fastened about i t s  
neck o.dcig identification tag, Mrs. Thel­
ma Briscoe, County Treasurer, h a s o n 
hand a supply of identification tags, and 
any owner of any dag that is allowed to 
r u n  at large should immediately have 
such dog registered. Each dog so regis­
tered shall be subject to a tax of One Dol­
lar which shall be paid to the County 
Treasurer at the time of such registra­
tion, and shall be good for the period of 
one year from rate of such registration.

The act also made it unlawful for the 
owner of any dog to allow such dog to 
run at large between sunset and sunrise 
of the following day, unless such dog has 
securely fastened about his mouth a lea­
ther or metallic muzzle as will effective­
ly prevent such dog from killing or in­
juring sheep, goats, calves, or other do­
mestic animals or fowls. This in effect 
says either muzzle your dog at night or 
keep it up.

The act further provides that any dog, 
whether registered and tagged or not, 
when found attacking any sheep, goats,

calves, and-or other domestic animals or 
fowls, or which has recently made, or is 
about to make such attack on any sheep, 
goats, calves, and-or other domestic ani­
mals or fowls, may be killed by anyone 
present and witnessing or having know­
ledge of such attack and without liability 
in damage to the owner of such dog. Any  
dog, whether registered and tagged or 
not, known or suspected to be a killer of 
sheep, goats, calves, or other domestic 
animals or fowls, is hereby declared to 
be a public nuisance and such dog may 
be detained or impounded by any person 
until the owner may be notified, and un-

sll damage done bv said dog shall have 
been determined and paid to the proper 
parties. Any dog known to have attack­
ed, or injured any sheep, goats, calves, 
or other domestic animal or fowl, shall 
be killed by the owner of such dog, and 
upon failure of such owner so to do, any 
sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, police 
officer, magistrate, or County Commis­
sioner is authorized to kill such dog, and 
such officer is further authorized to go< 
upon the premises of the owmer of such 
dog for such purpose.

The penalty for violation of any pro­
vision of this act is a fine net exceeding 
$100.00, or by confinement in the county 
jale for not more than thirty 30 days, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment.

This act has not been enforced in the 
past, but Sutton County is hiring a man 
whose primary job will be to enforce this 
act, and it will be strictly enforced.

Sutton County Commissioners Court Sonora. Texas
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GET ON THE RIGHT
SIDE

N kJ . . .  ■

TH E  FENCE!
Tom orrow’s Business 

depends on how well 
you use your Soil T o d a y !

Frankly, w e are looking ahead.

We want to see every landowner ope­
rating the conservation way.

Our method is simple. We're recom­
mending that every ranchman work up 
a conservation plan with the local soil 
conservation district. And we're sug­
gesting that you keep on improving 
soil. •

If you're a landowner who hasn't yet discover­
ed his local soil conservation district and the 
technical help of the Soil Conservation Service, 
you'll do well to get acquainted now.

V' I f m
. ■

Ü

GRASS LIKE THIS-

Y
m rnmmsi

m

T

BRINGS RESULTS LIKE THIS!
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Your Soil Conservation District Aims At:
1. Sound Land Use.
2. Building Soil Productivity.
3. Using The Right Soil-Saving Measures On 

Each Acre.
4. Providing Economically Sound Conservation

¿SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSi Methods.
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Save the Soil
I •• -

and save Texas
’Your Our Future”

CITY OF SONORA
YOU PLUS YOUR SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT CAN HANDLE YOUR SOIL BEST.
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Budget
LIABILITIES

If you find your 
Range runs out of

grass in critical periods, chances are 
your forage budget is out of balance.

Drop in and discuss a grass 
conservation plan at the Edwards Plateau

r

Soil Conservation District headquarters 
and talk to your local SCS technicians. It's

cheaper to grow good grass than poor,

The First National Bank
Serving Sutton County Fifty Years

Member F. D. I. C

Sonora Abstract Co.
J. D. LO W R EY, Mgr.

EFFICIENT LA N D  TITLE SERVICE  
ON SUTTON COUNTY LAN D  

W e represent several of the old line fire 
insurance companies.

Dans Insurance Agency
Insurance For Every Need 

Real Estate Ranch Loans

Phone 22951

Jen Years Of Conservation Work 
Has Brought Turney Range Back

Paul Turney’s ranch, located 30 
miles south of Sonora on the Rock- 
springs road, affords one of the 
many reasons why the area cam­
prising the Edwards Plateau Soil 
Conservation District has been 
labeled the “ Stockman’s Paradise” .

The range history of the Ed­
wards Plateau Soil Conservation 
District, comprising all o f Sutton 
and the northwest protion of Ed- | 
wards counties, can well be traced 
on the Turney Ranch.

The county was fairly new in ! 
1916 when Turney took over his j 
present holdings, and lack of easi­
ly available water provided him 
with an almost “virgin”  range. | 
According to Turney, fche shallow 
divides and low rolling, stony hills 
were covered with tall bunch gras­
ses. Mr. Turney says now. that he 
knows they were the bluestems, 
grama grasses, Texas cupgrass 
and Plains lovegrass that are now 
proving so valuable for grazing 
animals.

Since 1916 there has been a lot 
of grass gone down the gullet and 
lost of water run o ff the hills to 
flood the draws. The rangeland 
that ince seemed indestructible 
proved to have very definite limi­
tations after all.

Like most ranchers in the Dis­
trict, Turney went into the sheep 
business following the first World 
War. Heavy grazing with sheep 
furthered the range depletion start­
ed by grazing too many cattle. 
The grass reserve which had been 
built up over a long period of 
years could not withstand the on­
slaught of grazing animals which, 
coupled with dry years, reduced 
the grass forage production to ap­
proximately 25 percent former 
rate.

The advent of poisonous bitter- 
weed, forcibly called to Turney’s 
attention his range condition. Rea­
lizing something was amiss, Mr. 
Turney sold out his sheep in 1940 
and began a program of range im­
provement that has . been outstand­
ing in this area of outstanding 
that once seemed indestructible 
conservation ranchers.
» Concentrating on Hereford cat­
tle and Angora goats, Turney re­
duced his livestock numbers by 
more than half, and in line with 
grass forage available. In this 
way he managed to have consider­
able grass left each year to re­
charge his “ feed account” . He had 
found that all “with drawals” and

no “ deposits” means uncertainty 
bitterweed, high feed bills and high 
death losses.

Mr. Turney was an early signer 
of the rancher petition to organize 
the Edwards Plateau Soil Conser­
vation District, and has been an 
active cooperator since the District 
operations began some three years 
ago.

Today, after ten years of good 
conservation range management, 
Mr. Turney’s range is showing a 
strong resemblance to the original 
ranch of 34 years ago!

The hills are taking on the heal­
thy, rosy hue which is always con­
nected with a good range. The 
rocks have stopped “ growing” and 
water that once went off down the 
draws, carrying soil that was none 
too plentiful to begin with, is now 
being held up and put into the 
ground to grow even more grass.

Indicative o f the improvement 
found on the Turney ranch is the 
fact that a recent check by Soil 
Conservation Service range men 
disclosd 19 varieties of grasses, 40 
varieties of forbs and 18 varieties 
of brush growing in six acre ex­
closure near the Ranch Headquar­
ters.

These same plants are found in 
Turney’s pastures as well and are 
providing the variety and quanity 
of feed so essential for a success­
ful, stable ranch business.

Mr. Turney, with his son, Jack, 
well known Quarter Horse breeder, 
actually operates three ranches. 
With this set-up they manage to 
defer most pastures on at least 
one ranch for several months each 
year. In this manner pasture de­
ferments are rotated so that most 
pastures are rested every 3-4' years 
at least. With this type of manage­
ment the Turneys are able tos make 
rapid range improvement and as­
sure themselves of an adequate 
feed reserve.

In addition to these longer pas­
tures deferments, the Turneys 
have also practiced a system of 
rotated grazing so that all pastures 
get some rest during the growing 
season.

The sound principles of range 
management being followed on the 
Turney Ranch can, and are being 
applied on ranches of all sizes 
throughout the Edwards Plateau 
Soil Conservation District.

Mr. Turney’s son-in-law, Harold 
Friess, ranching a few miles north, 
is also carrying out a sound con­

servation program similiar to the 
Turneys’.

The Turney family hasn’t lim­
ited their efforts to rangeland 
alone. All crop land has been cul­
tivated on the contour and had 
green manure crops, in the form 
of Hubam and Madrid clover ap­
plied. By thus increasing the value 
of their cropland, more grazing is 
available and more rest allowed 
the paastures.

All three ranchers, Paul and 
Jack Turney, and Harold Friess 
have also planted old, depleted 
fields to native and introduced 
grasses. Friess obtained the equiva­
lent of approximately 70 animals 
units per section year long graz­
ing from his grass planting of 
King Ranch bluestem and side- 
oats grama and in addition har­
vested 2-300 pounds of valuable 
seed last year.

The two Turney plantings were 
allowed to seed out and fall in 
order to increase the stand and 
hasten the spread of the ground 
cover.

Paul Turney, by working with 
his son and son-in-law and with 
other ranchers, through coopera­
tion with the Edwards Plateau 
Soil Conservation District, is not 
only returning his own 30 odd 
sections back to maximum forage 
production, but is helping in the

Bundys Have 
Reseeded Range

Stanton Bundy, Jr. is a firm be­
liever in conservation ranching. 
The condition of his range shows 
that he and his father, S. S. Bundy, 
Sr., have long practiced methods 
favorable to soil conservation.

With the aid o f Soil Conserva­
tion Service personnel working 
with the District, Bundy has work­
ed out a long range, over-all con­
servation plan for his ranch. This 
conservation plan calls for range 
improvement which is being ob­
tained on the Bundy ranch by such 
sound conservation practices as 
range reseding and pasture de­
ferments. Pastures are being rest­
ed for short periods of 3 to 4 weeks 
during the growing season to give 
the better grasses a chance to gain 
a foothold. Bundy’s Rough and 
Station pastures look exceptional­
ly well following a growing sea­
son of rest.

Another good sound conserva­
tion practice being applied by 
Bundy is range reseeding. Realiz­
ing that variety is the key to maxi­
mum forage production, Bundy
conservation work of another mil­
lion acres in the District.

has been planting native and in­
troduced grasses in his pastures. 
These grasses include K. R. blue- 
stem, sideoats and slender grama 
and little bluesstem.

Not content with the normal 
rate of range improvement, Stan­
ton has recently tried some range 
pitting and reseeding. The pitting 
trials were made on a shallow di­
vide site where the dominant grass 
was curly mesquite. The idea be­
hind the pitting was to hasten im­
provement by a rapid increase in 
variety. The pitting was done 
with a one-way disc plow and a 
tractor. Sideoats gaama and K. 
R. bluestem were planted in the 
pits. This is the first time any 
of this type of range reseeding 
has been tried in the district. It 
may prove to be a helpful tool in 
stepping up range improvement.

Bundy’s cropland was not ex­
cluded from his conservation plan. 
Important conservation such as 
contour farming, cover cropping, 
stubble mulching and terracing 
are planned. Most of the above 
mentioned plans have been carri­
ed out at the present time.

He has also returned 32 acres of 
cropland back to grass. Such gras­
ses as K. R. bluestem, sideoats 
grama, slender grama, Boer’s love-

grass, little bluetem and Canada 
wildrye have been planted for seed 
production. Seed produced will be 
used for range reseeding. This will 
represent quite a saving consider­
ing the present cost of seed.

Also included in Bundy’s con­
servation plan is the practice of 
salting away from water to give 
a more even distribution of graz­
ing. This practice is proving bene­
ficial in obtaining a more uniform 
rate of improvement.

This well rounded conservation 
program along with Bundy’s pro­
duction of a high grade of live­
stock can only lead to healthier 
range conditions and a more stable 
ranch business.

Illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Understanding Service 

RATLIFF FUNERAL

HOME

Ambulance Service 

. Dial
23501 - 21871 - 21801

III

N O T I C E  -

The Kring Trucking Co- 
Phone 22351

'low located corner US 290 and 
Main Street

W A T E R  W E L L  

DRILLING

FU LLY INSURED
A LL W ORK GUARANTEED

<- _  /

Wesley C. Young

Call 24661, Sonora, Texas

All You-oll Sex Bre'r Fox

*0 47̂
%

HE KEEPS TALKING ABOUT CORN PONE 
AND HAM HOCK —  T THINK HES FROM 
SO U TH  KOREA, SIR J

W ait a Minute!

%toKS*) *

SHOVE OFF AU C-THIS IS A REAL 
FÜX HOLE i

Red Flannels?

Vv v l-

(*>***)

Pali Wfl, jitj.

V

HAS ANYONE SEEN TH' 
PIN TO MY GR.ENAOEÎ

B THE QM. UNE WAS TOO LON&, SO I’M 
MAK1N& MŸ OWN LON& HANDLES 1 '

COMBATIVE COMBAT CARTOONS—Drawing funny, pictures in a 
slimy foxhole up front where the bullets sing and the shells whine 
has a zest all its own. It is a lot different from “art as usual” in a 
studio or in the corner of a busy newsroom. Floyd A. Snoderly, who 
is giving these impressions of the U. S. Marines at war, has been 
covering the advance of the First Marine Division since shortly after 
the Inchon invasion. He has been a frequent cartoon contributor to 
the Pacific edition of “ Stars and Stripes.” S/Sgt. Snoderly was a 
member of the original staff of the weekly Parris Island “ Boot” in 
World War II. He went to Guam and subsequently did several comic 
(trips for Marine field publications. Before the Korean invasion he 
¡cos art director of an advertising agency in Knoxville, Tenn.. where 
lis wife and nine-year-old son, Gary, now reside.
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
AT POPULAR PRICE

I4££aaak Antonio Brewing AssN-
L^*N «»TQMIO

IN BIG DEMAND . . . 18,000,000 BOTTLES IN A 
SINGLE MONTH . . .  A HALF MILLION BOTTLES A DAY!

Join the
I T ' S  S W I N G  T I M E

Sing It . .  . Swing It . . .
as sung on Radio and TV 

Swing it, pardner, swing to PEARL 
The 3 -X  B ra n d  in B ig  D em a n d *

X » ra  D ry  . . . i X t r a  L ig h t . . . .
Xfra Mellow . . . Tastes Just Right y ,  ' . .  ««

F o r X - t r a  P le a s u r e  E v e ry  D ay  A tf3  |V|6I|0W  
Jo in  th e  fo lk s  w ho  a lw a y s  sa y

. . . BOTTLE OF PEARL PLEASE

FAMOUS 3 X i ^ o f  TEXAS
Xtra Pry 

Xtra Light

©  1950, 
Pearl Brewery

ALWAYS  SAY,  " B O T T L E

Shaw inspects FirePower, the greatest new 
engine in 27 years.

Smartly styled Chrysler convertible to pace 
Indianapolis 500-mile race.

CHRYSLER
finest engineered cars in the world

ELLIOT MOTOR COMPANY

powerful
m r * m

Figure 4. Tall grass in rotation and a years grazing, 
pasture following two rest periods

Drive along any highway, and, 
at the cuts’, you can see the shal­
low top soil-in western hills it is 
seldom more than a few inches 
deep-top soil is the “ skin” of the 
earth-foliage is the “hair” .

Where grass is thinned out 
(though not yet killed-) cattle have 
to hike further and further for 
feed-which goes into muscle in­
stead of fat-thin cattle require 
more pasture.

Wilbur Shaw thinks so much o f this new Chrysler, he has selected it as Pace Car for the 1951 Indianapolis 500-mile race. "lire ¡ust
driven the

WILBUR SHAW, AMERICA'S MOS1 FAMOUS DRIVER, DRIVES NEW 1951 CHRYSLER^REPORTS TO YOU 
ON REVOLUTIONARY FIREPOWER ENGINE AND HYDRAGUIDE POWER STEERING

TH E DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS Sonora, Texas, Friday, May 25, 1951 Sub-Station 14 Tests Show Light Stocking 
And Pasture Rotation Gets Bast Results

Range management has long 
been studied and discussed. Un­
fortunately, it has previously made 
more progress in other western 
states than in Texas, and only in 
very recent years have the ranch­
men of Texas become interested 
ing into the lead in its proper 
ment. Since that time, Texas has 
made notable progress, not only 
towards overtaking the other states 
in Range Management, but in mov­
ing into the lead in its propler 
place.

Without the full cooperation 
and backing of the stockmen such 
advancement could not have been 
possible, and it was this interest, 
prompted by the need to improve 
the range lands- of the Edwards 
Plateau and surrounding areas, 
that led to a series of range man­
agement meetings, the first of 
which was held at Substation No. 
14, Sonora, Texas, in November 
of 1945. At this meeting ranchers, 
personnel o f the Soil Conservation 
Service, Extension Service, A. & 
M. College Range and Forestry 
Department and the Experiment 
Station worked together to set up 
a grazing study on the Ranch Ex­
periment Station to determine pro­
per stocking rates, systems of gra­
zing and combinations of livestock 
for most rapid range recovery, in 
conjunction with adequate finan­
cial return to the operator.

The group decided that the most 
outstanding problems were to de­
termine:

1. Best rates of stocking for 
average conditions.

2. Reaction of cattle, sheep and 
goats grazed alope and in vary­
ing combinations.

3. Reaction of livestock and ve­
getation to a deferred rotation 
system of grazing.

4. Rate of improvement of pas­
tures under various systems and 
intensities of grazing, as compared 
to those not grazed at all.

$500
Reward

I will pay $500 to any person 
furnishing information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of 
anyone stealing any kind of 
livestock from any ranch in 
vhich I am interested.

SOL M AYER

Progress was to be determined 
by keeping careful records on gain 
in weight of livestock and on wool 
and mohair production, and by 
making detailed vegetation sur­
veys at regular intervals on all of 
the pastures in the test.

Shortages of fencing material 
and water pipe greatly delayed 
the beginning of the project, and 
it was not until February 1949 
that livestock were turned into 
the various paastures and the test 
actually begun.

Records kept over the campara- 
tively short periods of time during 
which the study has been in effect 
indicate that livestock have made 
better per-head gains on light­
ly-stocked than on moderately- 
stocked pastures, better uer-head 
ed pastures, and better per-head 
gains on moderately-stocked than 
on heavily-stocked areas. The ro­
tation pastures stocked at the mo­
derate rate show better . livestock 
gains than the moderately stock­
ed pastures grazed yearlong.

During the dry period from July 
1950 to March 1951 none of the 
livestock on any of the pastures 
were given supplemental feed. 
Gains have been light, but the per- 
acre gains o f steers on the deferr­
ed rotation pastures and on the 
lightly-stocked yearlong pastures 
have been greater than on the mo­
derately-stocked or the heavily- 
stocker areas.

Reaction of the vegetation to 
the various rates of stocking may 
be summed up as follows:

1. Heavily stocked pastures have 
made the least improvement. In 
most cases the condition of the 
vegetation went downhill, with 
little or no reseeding of the better 
grasses. The pasture stocked heavi­
ly with straight sheep suffered 
most, as is evidenced by large 
areas of bare ground where desir­
able grass cover has been destroy­
ed by spot grazing (Figurel), 
leaving no vegetative litter for 
protection of the soil and thereby 
creating execellent seedbeads for 
poisonous bitterweed. On other 
heavily-stocked areas the gtrass 
cover is very short and deteriora­
tion is evident. (Figure2)

2. Moderately-stocked pastures 
showed considerable reseeding and 
some improvement with sufficient 
cover to provide fairly good ero­
sion and evaporation control.

3. Lightly stocked pastures have 
showed pronounced recovery. There 
has been heavy reseeding of the 
desirable grasses, and a good 
ground cover is present. (Figure3) j

4. The deferred rotation pas­
tures are showing excellent results, 
both in recovery of the vegetation 
(Figure 4) and in condition of the 
livestock. Desirable bunch grasses I 
in all of these pastures are in bet- [ 
ter conditions and the vegetative

cover as a whole is superior to that 
in any of the other pastures stock­
ed at the same rate under the 
yearlong, grazing system.- In the 
pasture which reoieved two rest 
periods, one during the months of 
March, April, May and June of 
one year and one during July, 
August, September and October of 
the following year, the condition of 
the grass is superior to that in any

rf -he other pastures in the graz­
ing 'study.

5. Ungrazed areas show good, 
grass condition, but little if any 
better than that on lightly stock­
ed pastures.

Thus, a summing up of results 
o-ainsd to date indicate that the 
lighter stocking rates and the ro­
tation system of grazing are show­
ing continued improvement over 
moderate and heavy stocking rates 
both in vegetative cover on the 
range and in pounds of meat, wool 
and mohair produced per acre.

Figure 1. Site adapted to bunch 
grasses in pasture heavily grazed

with straight sheep.

Figure 2. Site adapted to tall 
grasses in pasture heavily grazed

yearlong with Cattle.

Figure

Here are Wilbur Shaw’ s reactions—in his own 
words—as taken down by a recording machine 
in the car:

“ The ’51 Chrysler 1 -■ rhis new engine and
power steering, the. ... -r, it’s a whale
of an automobile.
“ I ’m completely bowled over by the ease of steering! 
“ This steering combined with the automatic trans­

mission . . .  is the nearest thing to an autom atic 
pilot for a car I can possibly imagine.
“ This engine . . .  I can’t get over the amount of power 
and snap in this engine . . . it’s incredible!
“ I drove 111 miles with the feeling I had expended 
no more effort than in driving around the block. 
“ When Mrs. Shaw drove, her comments just about 
squared with mine. Here’s what she thinks of the 
i951 Chrysler . .

Mrs. Shaw: “At first I could hardly believe the ease 
with which I could turn the wheel. That’s important 
. . . especially in the summertime.
“ Often after I have parked a car in the average park­
ing space, I feel I should taxi home, shower and get 
dressed again. But with Hydraguide Power Steering 
I parked it with one hand. It practically drives itself.” 
Wilbur Shaw: “ It’s hard to describe this new Chrys­
ler without going off the deep end . . .  it has it in every 
department.
“ In fact, I think so much of this car, I ’ve selected it 
as Pace Car of the 1951 Indianapolis 500-mile race!”  
(Mr. Shaw’s comments are reprinted through Üje 
courtesy of Popular Science Magazine.)
*Mr. Shaw refers of course to standard passenger 
cars—not racing cars or special models.

utheU.Sc

Mohair Company

Prickly Pear Killer 

Shearing Supplies 

Knapsack Sprayers

PHONE 23601
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4-H Club Members Switching To 
Study Of Primary Range Products

For years 4-H Club members in 
this area have ben trained in the 
breeding and selection of higher 
quality livestock in an attempt to j 
in an attempt to increase the pro- j 
duction and quality of wool, mo­
hair and beef. All this time we have ' 
been training boys in the secon- j 
dary products of our range landj 
instead of training them in the, 
primary products which are grass, 
herbs, and browse. To maintain' 
high production of livestock, w e ' 
must maintain a high production 
of forage plants and to do this we 
have to maintain the productivity ! 
of our range lands.

Sutton County 4-H Club mem­
bers are being trained to judge 
and classify ranges and range 
plants much the same as they are 
taught to judge and classify live­
stock, wool, and mohair. First they 
are taught to identify the various 
range plants and to classify them 

^ according to their grazing value, Leo Merrill, 
season of growth and whether with the Texas Experiment Sta- 
they are perennials, or annuals, tion is working on the grazing 
After they have been taught to | experiments of various classes and 
identify and classify plants, 4-H | rates of livestock being carried on 
Clubs members are taught to clas- \ at the ranch substation south of 
sify and judge ranges by the abun- Sonora.
dance o f the varous range plants ----------------------------------------------------
found on the range. ,, , . , . ,

In an attempt to encourage a L ey pIaced third, 
better knowledge of range vegeta- ! Club members are also be-
tion, the Sonora Wool and Mohair ' ing trained in the methods of im- 
Show added a plant identification I proving range conditions through

"Stitch In Time" Saves Burned 
Off Area On Jim Rieck Ranch

Range specialist

.contest to its other judging events 
in 1949. This contest stimulated 
much interest among 4-H boys in 
this area and Joe David Ross, one 
o f the local 4-H boys was high 
point man in the contest.

For 1951 the Sonora Wool & 
Mohair Show has added a Range 
Management contest in which con­
testants are required to place two 
classes of four range plots just 
as they would place a class of

decreased stocking rates, proper 
rotation, and deferred grazing. To 
encourage this type o f training 
the Extension Service sponsors a 
Conservation Demonstration Con­
test at the 4-H Club Round-up at 
A. & M. each year. Two members 
o f 4-H Clubs from each county 
present prepared discussions on 
some important phase of conser­
vation. Their discussion can be pre­
sented at 4-H Club meetings,

“ A stitch in time saves nine” . 
The feasibility of this well worn 

\ old saying has been proven again, 
i j In August of 1948, an accidental 
I \ fire on the Jim Rieck ranch burn- 
|  j  ed about 100 acres of heavy cedar 

on hilly range. This fire stripped 
several steep hills of protective 
vegetation and litter, exposing the 
soil to rain and run-off water.

Rieck realized that something 
had to be done or the area would 
remain relatively unproductive for 
a long time. He began by first fen­
cing off the area so that it could 
be specially treated.

In March of 1949 the area was 
seeded to 40 pounds of K.R. blue- 
stem, 100 pounds of sideoats gra­
ma and 100 pounds of buffalo 
grass. This seed was scattered by 

| hand with the help of a high south 
! wind. After seeding, the area rest- 
I ed during all the growing season.

The above picture was taken 
18 months after seed was scatter 
ed on the area. Tom Darrow, local 
S.C.S. technician, is pointing to 
the heavy stand of K.R. bluestem 
that has formed a dense cover on 
the ground. This heavy cover of 
grass has stabilized the soil and 
erosion caused by runoff water is 
being held to a minimum.

During the fall of 1950, the area 
supplied a large amount of graz­
ing and made a good crop of seed. 
But for Rieck’s “ stich in time” , 
this area might have been unpro- 
ducive for a long time.

In order to bring about improve­
ment on his other rangeland, Rieck 
is carrying out a number of good

sound conservation practices. The 
practices include cross-fencing, in­
stallation of additional water fa­
cilities, brush control and periodic 
resting of pastures. These con­
servation practices in conjunction

theproving range conditions on 
Rieck ranch.

Rieck’s future plans call for all 
of his cropland to be planted to 
native and introduced grasses. A 
12 acre irrigation field has already

rescue, orchard grass, perennial 
rye and madrid clover. Rieck ir­
rigates this field with a sprinkler 
system.'

Rieck, whose main interest is 
the improvement of his rangeland,

been planted to an improved pas-' is achieving this by carrying out a 
ture mixture. The plants used in good sound, well rounded conser-
the mixture were selected to give 
a good quality of supplemental 
winted grazing. The mixture con-

with proper stocking is rapidly im- tains Harding grass, Kentucky (31) steers.

vation program.
— SOS—

Buyers’ dollars don’t fall for bum

Worthless weeds, which soak up 
about as much water as gr038? 
spring up in the poor soil when: 
grass dies out - (Grass “ uses ujP 
very little water, anyway) - when 
grass goes out, livestock industry 
will die with it—not only that, the 
lakes behind our great dams will 
dwindle in size, and eventually 
fill with silt.

— SCS—
Cowboys like nice calves!

four animals or four fleeces of Lion’s Club meetings, and other 
wool or mohair. I public meetings and are helpful

During the past two years Sut- in educating the general public in
•• ton County 4-H Grass Judging 

teams have won the District 11 
judging contest twice and Joe David 
Ross was high individual in both 
contest. In 1949 the grass judging 
team placed fifth in the Sonora
Wool & Mohair Show and in 1950 presen

better conservation p r a c t i c e s .  
Technicians working with the Ed­
wards Plateau Soil Conservation 
District have prepared a Conserva­
tion Demonstration which Sutton 
County 4-H Club members plan to

the 4-H Club Round-up

this year.
It is not the desire of our 4-H 

Club leaders to develop a group of 
technically minded specialists a- 
mond 4-H Club members but is their 
desire to develop in boys and girls 
a practical knowledge of the basic 
factors that make for better rural 
living. Conservation is certainly one 
of these factors because success 
in ranching and farming certainly 
depends upon conserving the pro­
ductivity of our land.

- S O S -
SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWS

Friday  
May 25

Saturday
May 26

M onday
May 28

GUM A N Y  FLAVO R  CRT. or 20 Pkg.

KIMBELLS WHOLE
GREEN BEAN S No. 2 can _ 21c
DEL MONTE
PEAS 303 C a n _____________ 21c
TEXSUN NO. 2 CAN
GRAPEFR U IT JUICE 2 for 25c
GARTH
TOM ATO JUICE no. 2 can 10c

HUNTS
PEACH Preserves 1 Ibjar .. 19c
HUNTS
TOMATO Sauce 2 ca n s-------15c
CHAMP
DOG FOOD 300 size 3cans .. 19c
IvTMBELLS FLOUR PRINT BAG
FIRST Premium 25 l b __$1.85

LARD 3 lb* Crt.
MILK Carnation 4 Small Or 2 Large

TENDERSWEET
GREEN BEANS lb _______ 14c

PRODUCE

v F i r  n w  SOIMSH S. ^  POTATOES New Red lb —  7c | 
Y E L L O W  SQUASH Id ------be ç jjIŒ g lb He

»

Spuds NO 1 ID AH O  RUSSETTS 1« lb PAPER BAG 39c

MEATS
SAVE ON SUPERETTE MEATS

WILSON UNCOOKED
PICNIC H AM S l b _______-  49c
CHEESE Longhorn l b ____ 49c

ASSORTED COLD CUTS
LUNCH meat l b __________ 49c
SEVEN STEAK  l b ________ 59c

Fresh Ground Meat lb. 49c
Cooked With Oakwood - Pit Barbecue 
Swift’s Premium Tender Grown Fryers

W e have a nice varity of flowerseeds & garden seeds

SONORA MARKET
. F  V. S M /  T H , M G R .

K W W . v . w . v a v ^ a v . w . v . v
Í ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  B  ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  ■

Raise M ore G ra ss!
Sell M ore M eat!

M  a
Sound Soil Conservation re­
sults in an abundant feed supp­
ly, which in turn means more 
animals and animal products 
for the market.

A PEFFECT TRIBUTE

Erosion scenes like one above 

right have been changed into 

pictures like the one below-a 

perfect tribute to our ranchmen 

and their Soil Conservation pro-

qrams.
I H ¡¡f i

"

Sonora Feed & Supply
YOUR PURINA DEALER

SEE US FOR SUPPLEMENTAL FEEDS
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RAINFALL RECORD 

Wool House, Sonora, Texas

Tear Jan , Feb Mar Apr , May June , July Aug Sept Oct , Nov , Dec . Annual

1937 0: , .26 1.1*1 , .81, 1.15 2.31* , .1*8 .53 3.07 2.O3 , 1.1)3. 2.71*. 16.25

1938 1.81* -.60 .17 1.71* 1.66 .1*3 13.17 0 .39 .11 .53 1.30 21.9Í*

1939 1.81* .09 .56 .63 1.98 .10 1*.65 1.26 *35 1.36 2.06 1.35 16.714

19L0 2.35 1.28 .99 2.95 1.67 3.53 0 2.71 .1*3 1.01 1.83 .50 17.1*1*

19!(1 1.1*2 .39 6.62 3.59 3.L9 5. 3I* 1.96 2.81 1*.27 6.07 .26 .69 36.91

19W .18 .53 .19 3.81 .51 .81 .97 lt.53 2.20 5.23 .71* 1.05 20.75

19b3 .1*0 0 1.03 .30 6.1*1* .61* .50 0 1*.32 .75 1.92 2.53 18.83

19l*l* 2.31 3.26 .1*5 3.21* .81* 1.20 .25 2.1)3 2.05 1.76 2.12 1.06 20.97

191*5 1.08 1.33 2.20 1.20 .81 .92 2.1*9 2.22 1.25 1.91 0 0 H1. 8I

.191*6 1.76 .16 .52 1.61* 2.28 i*.09 1.93 .31 2.13 1.23 0 1.70 17.75

191*7 3 .9I* 0 1.12 .62 1.63 2.91* .75 1.73 3.26 2.52 .62 .98 20.11*

, 191*8 .27 .1*7 0 1.59, 3.79 3.02 2.21* 0 3.01 1.91* .07 1.22 17.62

191*9 1.87 2.33 .21* 5.68 5.50 3.13 .71* 2.69 3.76 1*.B3 0 1.52 32.29

1950 .33 1.01 0 I .03 2.92 1.67 3.1*3 1.92 1.99 .80 0 0 11*.38

l

1950 Seed Harvest 
Gave Grass Vote 
Of Confidence

Grass, man’s best tool for an­
choring soil against erosion, was 
given a sound vote of confidence 
during .1950 by Texas farmers and 
ranchers.

Increased respect for this wea­

pon against soil and water waste 
is reflected by last year’s seed har­
vest, which shows 746,599 pounds 
of native grass seed harvested in 
Texas.

Leading the native grass seed 
harvest parade were little blue- 
stem (400,325 pounds), and blue 
grama (202,410 pounds), both 
warm season forage plants.

The 1950 seed harvest figures 
also reflect widely increased use

of King Ranch bluestem by con­
servation-wise farmers and ranch­
ers. It is a deep rooted introduc­
ed grass known for its erosion-re­
sisting and forage qualities and 
its adaptation to wide extremes of 
rainfall.

Throughout Texas, a total of 
506,537 pounds of King Ranch 
bluestem seed was harvested, easi­
ly a new record seed take for the 
popular drought and cold resis­

tant grass.
Up until now, rachers coopera­

ting with the Edwards Plateau 
Soil, Conservation District have 
planted some 3000 acres of crop­
land to native and introduced gras­
ses for seed production and graz­
ing. Some of the grasses that have 
been tried and proven adapted to 
this area are K. R. bluestem, side- 
oats and slender grama, Canada 
Wildrye, blue panicum, Lehman

and Boer’s lovegrass and little 
bluestem.

Although most of the grass 
' planting have been used primarily 
, for grazing, some 1,350 pounds of 
j native and introduced grass seed 
! was harvested in the District dur­
ing 1950.

Cdoperators in the District have 
also reseeded extensive acreages 
of range land to grass. This range 
reseeding was done primarily on

' <Xo t ALWAYS BE CAREFUL DRIVING ä
£

!
SMITTY'S WELDING SHOP

EXPERT W ELDING
O IL FIELD W ELDIN G RADIATORS REPAIRED

Anything —  Anytime —  Anywhere
DIAL 24681

Lawn Mower Repair

!■

_________ . . . . .•••■•■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ iiiiiiiklllllll

T E X f e C O  \  Goodrich Tires & Tubes E=

"FRIEN DLY SERVICE" | |

G R E E N H I L L ' S  |
J Texaco Station =
....mu.....mu...mi... ....iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiib

rfH  SAFETY and 
ECONOM Y

ON YOUR CAR TODAY!■
They’re built for long service . . .  tough and̂  
dependable with a specially designed tread 
that reduces wear and skidding .. .  and they’re 
guaranteed by the makers of Mobilga* and 
Mobiloil. Mobil Tires and Tubes provide 
more trouble-free driving and greater safety. 
Put them on your car today!

YourFr/entf/y MAGNOLIA deafer

Bill Mil
hazard areas such as bare areas 
with bitterweed and cabled brush 
pastures.

The 1950 seed harvest and plan­
tings in this District as well as 
in the state, is clear indicator 
that Texas farmers and ranchers 
are paying increased attention to 
the use of grasses in improving 
the soil and fighting soil and

water waste.
It is much more important, I 

believe, to teach children that the 
United States of America is eight 
inches deep than it is to teach 
them the length and breadth of 
the United States of America. 
After the depth is gone we will 
not be in a position to teach them

H & tM A o m d fu M ) S p e c i a l ,  u v

T

A LOT of folks like the two-door idea, 
jT L  because they feel that tiny tots are 
safer in the back seat.

But that’s no reason why back-seat head- 
room should be dimensioned for midgets 
only.
So Buick engineers have done something 
about it, in the Buick Sp e c ia l  2-door 
Sedan pictured here.
T h ey ’ve kept the compactness of over-all 
length that’s important in modern garages. ,

But they’ve arched that sturdy steel top 
to give you he-man headroom—headroom 
in back as well as headroom in front—that 
makes a six-footer feel at home.

And they’ve designed a trunk that has 
"room  for tourists.”

D o n ’t ask us how they did it. Come see 
for yourself.
Slip into those spacious seats—and while

you’re there, find out why this compact 
honey is one o f the hottest numbers we’ve 
seen in years.

Find out how that F-263 valve-in-head 
Fireball Engine pours out the power and 
stretches the miles per gallon.
Find out how Buick’s exclusive combina­
tion of torque-tube drive and coil springs 
on all four wheels puts big-car steadiness 
and stability into this nimble performer.

Find out how Dynaflow Drive* takes the 
strain out of traffic driving — and brings 
you relaxed to the end of a long day’s 
cross-country driving.

And above all—find out the prices—and 
how much they’ll buy in comfort and 
convenience. The sooner you see your 
Buick dealer, the better off you’ll be.

•SfrStandard on ROADM4.STF.R, optional at extra cost on other ̂ Series.

Equipment, accessories, trim and models are subject to change 
unthout notice.

YOUR KEY TO GREATER VALUE

NO OTHER CAR PROVIDES 
ALL THIS:

DYNAFLO vFbRIVE* • FIREBALL POWER 
PUSH-BAR FOREFRONT * WHITE-GLOW 

INSTRUMENTS • 4-WHEEL COIL SPRINGING 
TORQUE-TUBE DRIVE • DUAL VENTILATION 
DREAM UNE STYLING • BODY BY FISHER

When better automobiles are built 
BUICK will build them

anything. - - -Harry Hogerottuiiimiiimimimiimmiiiimimiiiimimiiimiiiimiiiimiiiiiiiiimiimiiiiiiic
i EXPERT Stock Drenching 1
| Prompt, Dependable Service |
r  We drenen your stock and get it back on the range <n the S  
= shortest time possible. S
z  S
i  ALSO. WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF STOCK §
|  M EDICINES AND VACCIN ES I

§ Dial 23431 or 21581 Sonora, Texas

I TAYLOR & MOORE STOCK = 
f MEDICINE CO. =

T j in i in in i i i i in in i i iu n iu i f  ■ ■ in in im iiiH iiin iiiiim m iiiiH nn im n iH U iin  ir

1 REAL ESTATE
-sKfe' Lis FOR C I T i  ¡ ’ROPEKT1

I N S U R A N C E
£•'■*!> Miu ,>i ^nneciion in o»n  to St&naaio 

potnpi n ig .

R ANCH LOANS
rHV RIGGER THE BETTER

T A X  CONSULTANTS

E! iott Brothers Co.
%

J *

BlM /5
*  V

Lyles and Rape, Inc. D i a l  2 3 3 0 1  
Concho St., Sonora, Texas

C O SD E N  
PRODUCTS

Wholesale & Retail
Oil Gasoline 

Grease

ALSO

GROCERIES 4 
COLD DRINKS

NEIL ROUECHE
DIAL 25171 

Exclusive Distributors for Cosden Products in 
Sutton, Schleicher & Edwards Counties

10734823956580707
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Range Cover Means Good Rain Penetration
The amount of soil moisture is 

of major importance to the ranch­
ers in the Edwards Plateau Soil

conditions with sparse grass cover, 
evaporation had taken the top inch 

_ .. of soil moisture and the ground
Conservation District. There may was beginning to crust over. On the
be several questions in your mind- same site, but on fair condition
'  '  Is there enough moisture in range with a good cover, the ground 
the soil to bring out the range j was still moist. The grass cover 
grasses . \\ hen will I be able | bad saved an inch of moisture,
to get out from under these high
feed costs?”  “ When will it rain?”

A rain is always welcome in this 
country, but how do we “welcome” 
the rain? That may be even more 
important than just how much rain 
we get, according to many ranchers 
in the District. When we turn a 
cold shoulder to the rain and let 
most of it escape down the draw, 
we are causing “ man - made 
drought.”

Soil Conservation Service tech­
nicians, co-operating with the Ed­
wards Plateau Soil Conservation 
District, have made moisture pene­
tration tests periodically for the 
past several years. The results of 
these tests clearly show the fal­
lacy o f the oft repeated statement 
that “ all this country needs is 
more rain.”

On the Tom Davis Ranch, test 
holes dug in areas on a valley 
site where the grass cover was 
very sparce and resembling ranges 
in poor condition, 4.75 inches of 
rain penetrated only eight inches.

The same rain, on an area six 
feet away, but under a fair con­
dition of curleymesquite, buffalo- 
grass, and sideoats grama, pene­
trated 25 inches.

Following a 3% inch rain, checks 
were made on deep valley soils re­
ceiving runoff water from adjoin­
ing hills. On bare areas, or with 
only scattering red grama plants, 
the water penetrated only 3 to 5 
inches deep. On areas not 20 feet 
distant, but covered with a good 
stand o f grass, the soil was still 
very wet at 31 inches depth where 
digging was stopped.

E. B. Keng, District Conser- 
vantionist, had this to say, “ These 
tests, which can be repeated after 
any rain producing appreciable 
runoff, point out some striking 
facts which are essential to profit­
able ranching operations. They il­
lustrate the fact it takes grass 
to make grass, as Thomas A. Mor- 
riss contends. Many ranchers have 
had the opinion that old

Evaporation tests made in March 
1951 again show the value of a good 
grass cover as protection against 
extended drought. On a poor con­
dition valley site under bare 
ground, there was not enough 
moisture in the top 24 inches to 
maintain plant growth. On the 
same site, a short distance away 
under a heavy cover of tobosa grass 
moisture wa  ̂ found at eight inches, 
there was sufficient moisture for 
the soil to be mellow and plastic.

The extremely shallow moisture 
penetration on scantily covered 
ranges is caused primarily from 
the sealed, packed, imprevious con­
dition of the bare soil. Litter on 
the surface slows the water down, 
and grass roots and soil organisms 
keep the soil in a more open, mel­
low condition which takes up water 
rapidly.

The low rate of penetration and 
rapid evaporation on bare ground, 
explains why bare spots remain 
bare, and are so slow to cover up 
with grass. Proper stocking, com­
bined with rotated-deferred graz­
ing, will greatly hasten a cover

Good Rains Not 
Whole Answer To 
Range Problems

By A. H. Walker

Texas Extension Range Specialist
To many it may seem that one 

good rain would be the whole ans­
wer to the present range situation 
in this area. No doubt it would be 
of much benefit, but without proper 
range management practice in con­
nection therewith results will not 
be very permanent.

As a whole the ranges are short 
and have been grazed too closely. 
This is damaging to the better 
grasses but likely will not be fatal 
to them if good management fol­
lows. The roots of grasses are 
short and there is little plant food 
reserves stored in the roots. Gras­
ses can stand close grazing for a 
time but it is continued close use 
that results in a dying out of the 
better grasses and replacement 
with poorer kinds such as threeawn 
or “ needlegrasses” .

Drought is characteristic of a 
great portion of our grassland and 
management should include mea­
sures to moderate its effect. The 
stocking rate should provide a for­
age reserve hence “ leave some to

of needle grass, red grama, and have some” is fundamental in pro- 
other poor plants on bare ground,' 
and these plants will increase 
moisture penetration, reduce eva­
poration, and improve conditions 
for better plants.

Ranchers cooperating with the 
Edwards Plateau Soil Conserva­
tion District are striving towards 
management methods that will 
make maximum use of soil and 
water resources, provide the high­
est leval of sustained livestock 
production and yet conserve and 
ever improve the basic factor - our 
range grassland.

What is Soil Conservation:
Soil Conservation is the proper 

use and care of the land. It means 
using the land to produce the 
greatest amount of things we need 
and at the same time protecting the 

grass i land so it will not lose its pro-
not eaten in the current year, was ' ductiveness. Soil Conservation 
wasted. A substantial amount of (must be planned and executed in 
old grass must be allowed to cover accordance with sound scientific
and protect the soil, for the same 
reason that we must make addi­
tional deposits to keep a check­
ing account from becoming deplet­
ed.”

Similar tests made in the Dis­
trict on different sites have shown 
approximately the same results.

Evaporation tests made on the 
Dave Locklin Ranch five days after 
the four inch rain proved again, 
the extreme value of grass cover. 
On

principles. At the same time it 
must be reduced to practical and 
economical terms and methods so 
that ranchers and farmers who 
work the land may use it as a part 
of their every day operations. This 
is the basis on which Soil Conser­
vation Districts are organized.

Water from heavy rains acts 
like a bull dozer on bare ground. 
It tears away the earth and washes 

areas resembling poor range it down the draw.

per range use.
The breeding herd should be 

flexible. I f more operators ran 
about three-fourths of the breed­
ing stocking, they think their rang­
es would carry, there would be less 
risk, less feeding and often more 
net returns. Then, in good years 
an operator could carry over lambs 
or calves through the winter and 
in bad years sell them off in the 
fall.

Following a drought conserva­
tion and deferment need special 
attention. Drought seriously re­
duces the density and forage pro­
duction of perennial grasses re­
gardless of the grazing system ap­
plied. Recent research shows that 
heavy grazing during an above 
average rainfall year following a 
drought is more harmful to for­
age production and livestock re­
turns than it is during the drought 
itself. This is because close graz­
ing prevents recovery of density 
and vigor so essential for a high 
level of production to be maintain­
ed. “Conserve and defer”  should be 
the byword until our ranges have a 
chance to recover their former pro­
duction.

Various rates of stocking us­
ing different kinds of livestock 
are showing definite results of the 
Sonora Experiment Station. Bal­
ancing livestock with forage pro­
duction pays off. Research pas­
tures show • the advantages of a

deferred - rotation system of graz­
ing for range recovery. Over eleven 
hundred demenstratois carried on
proper stocking and deferred graz­
ing demonstrations on 3,300,000 
acres last year to show the merits 
of these sound range managemnts 
practices.

It takes more than the gleam in 
the Bull’s eye to produce beef on 
a Western range.

Soil makes grass. Grass makes 
meat. Meat makes money.

Tom Davis Has 
Planted Many 
Types Of Grass

Grass has found an ardent sup­
porter in Tom Davis. In the above 
picture Davis is shown standing in 
his grass trial plot which he main­
tains on his ranch.

He has planted a wide variety 
of grasses in this trial plot. Some 
of the seed he obtained fram colo-

rado, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Ar­
kansas, Missouri and Louisiana.

However, Davis’ reseeding is not 
limited to this small trial plot. He 
has harvested grass from road­
sides and odd ares all over the Dis­
trict. He has also purchased over 
500 pounds of various grass seeds 
that were used in reseeding his 
crop and pasture land.

Davis is putting all of his crop­
land b a c k  t o  g r a s s .  
These fields to produce seed 
for his range reseeding and im-
provément program. He has al- range grasses.

ready planted 10 acres of his crop­
land to K. R. bluestem and slender . 
grama. Last fall he harvested 
some 200 pounds of K. R. blue- 
stem from his field planting. The 
remaining 30 acres of his cropland 
will be planted to grass this year.

Evidence that Davis’ reseeding 
program is paying o ff can easily 
be found on his ranch. Reseeding1 
is aiding range improvement by 
putting areas that were previous­
ly hazard ares into production of 
high quality, high forage producing

=  PHONE HAMILTON GROCERY
= Friday, May 25,

A  Red & White Store 
D ELIVER Y SERVICE

PHONE
21601

y&  M M S M D  ViGBTABll

== IDAHO
!  POTATOES 10 lb Paper B a g _______39c

1  CARROTS B unch______ ________________ 5c
g  GREEN ONIONS B u n ch ____________-  8c

1  RADISHES -__________________________   5c
1  CABBAGE 2 lb ..._____ 1______________ 15c

1  CUCUMBERS 2 l b ______1___________ 25c
1  LEMONS Doz. ....___________________   24c

W H ITE  HOUSE  
FLOUR

25 lb White B a g _______________ $1.73

S W A N D O W N  
CAKE FLOUR  
B o « _____________ 47c

COMSTOCK  
PIE - SLICED  
APPLES
NO. 2 C a n ______25c

DIAM OND  
COOKED DRIED  
JUNE PEAS  
1 5 x/2  o z  c a n ______9c

DEL M AIZ  
CREAM  STYLE  
GOLDEN CORN  
17oz. Can ______21c :

DIAM OND  
PINTO BEANS  
15V2 oz. c a n ____ 9c

W ELCH ’S 
CH ERRY LAD E  
1 lb J a r ________ 38c =

W H ITE HOUSE  
CORN M EAL  
5 lb B a g ________ 39c

KIM BELLS
SPINACH
No. 2 Can 1 fie =

RICH LAN D  
W H OLE GREEN  
BEANS
NO. 2 C a n _____ 27c

W ILSONS
PURE LA R D  1 
3 lb CTN________ 65c 1

1  CHUCK ROAST or Steak l b _________ 58c

1  GROUND M EAT Fresh lb ____________50c

1  SHORT RIBS l b ________________  45c

1  PICNIC H AM S lb ____________________ 55c

H  CHEESE Longhorn lb ----------------------- 58c

§= Fresh Dressed Fryers &  Hens
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Folks- Soil Conservation 
Is Everybody’s Job !

Si

Just as poor soil makes poor 
people and poor people make 
poor towns; rich soil makes 
prosperous communities. The 
prosperity of Sonora and the 
surrounding area can be large­
ly attributed to a vast abundance 
of natural resources, chief of 
which is the soil.
Our-problem is to utilize the 

pastures and fields in such a way 
that they improve in productive-

% \<k

T i r

ness as the years go by. Such ef­
fective soil conservation is a 
basic means of preserving our 
American heritage and free­
dom. . .  it's a job for everybody!
Representatives of our Farm 

and Ranch Development ser­
vice are available to help you 
obtain the most advanced in­
formation on proper conserva­
tion techniques, as well as to 
help solve electrial problems.

Electric power, too, is aiding 
the modern stockman by pro­
viding low-cost, dependable 
electric helpers that do those 
tiresome, time-killing jobs.. .re­
leasing men for the important 
work that only men can do.
The West Texas Utilities Com­

pany, which has always pio-

neered ranch and farm electri­
fication, is vitally interested in 
sound soil conservation pro­
grams by which you, the stock- 
man, will benefit . . .  because
whatever helps the food pro­
ducers also helps everybody 
else.

Westlèxas Utilities
Company

..............nnnnn<innnjwnnnrinm____
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When It Comes

To Prescriptions

PRESCRIPTIONS BY PHONE

21701

■■■ MB Ml ■P H O I M E  ."S «
SON ORA, T E X A S

..................................................................mi.... mutuiliU

HOTEL MCDONALD |
I  ‘The Home Aw ay From Home” | 

Sonora, Texas

liiiimiimiimmimiimiiiimiiiimiiiimmiiimiiiiimiimimiimiiiimri

ESTABLISHED 1890
PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY MORNING 

ENTERED AT THE Postoffiee at Sonora, Sntton Comity 
Texas, as second-class matter under the Act of Congress 
of 1879.

CLAY PUCKETT . . . .  Editor and Publisher 
ANY ERRONEOUS REFLECTION upon the character, 

standing, or reputation of any person, firm or corporation 
will be gladly corrected if the matter is brought to the 
attention of the publisher.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES — PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 
One Year in Sutton and Adjoining Counties . . $3.00
One Year Eleswhere..................................................$3.50

Q U A R T E R - C E N T U R Y  M A R K S  CHANGE IN PACE CAR
MOm

I Hi

This 1926 Chrysler Imperial “ 80” roadster paced the Indianapolis 500-mile race of that year. Standing 
beside the car are Carl H. Wallerich (left) then, as now, a Chrysler dealer in Indianapolis, and the late

Walter P. Chrysler.

This 1951 Chrysler New Yorker convertible will pace the Indianapolis race this year. Shown behind the 
wheel of the Pacemaker is David A. Wallace, President of the Chrysler Division, and beside him is Joseph 

A. O’Malley, the Division’s General Sales Manager.

It was just a quarter of a cen­
tury ago that Chrysler, which will 

j have the honor of pacing the 500- 
mile race on the Indianapolis 

I Motor Speedway May 30, first ap­
peared in this role.

, The 1926 Chrysler Pacemaker, 
a six-cylinder Imperial “ 80” road­
ster with a 92-horsepower engine 

; and a wheelbase of 120 inches, was 
, considered the hottest thing on 

wheels in those days. The late 
j Louis Chevrolet, a famous racing 
l star of that era, was the driver

and with him rode T. E. (“ Pop” ) 
Myers, an executive of the Speed­
way, who still is active.

This year, a New Yorker con­
vertible with a 131% -inch wheel­
base and the new 180-horsepower 
V-8 FirePower engine, will do the 
honors. President David A. Wal­
lace of the Chrysler Division, 
Chrysler Corporation, will be at 
the wheel.

The 1926 race was won by Frank 
Lockhart at an average speed of

95.88 miles per hour. The 1951 
Pacemaker must do 90 miles or 
better for the lap that gets the 
field of 33 contestants under way. 
Incidentally, this is more speed 
than was required to win the first 
nine races of the series of 34 that 
began in 1911.

Today’s race cars must average 
better than 116 miles per hour to 
qualify. The race record is held by 
Johnny Parsons, who averaged 
124.002 in last year’s Memorial 
Day event.

Four Ranchmen 
Work Out Soil 
Saving Problems

When neighbors grops of ranch­
ers work together on their con­
servation problems much good 
work can be accomplished. This 
has been demonstrated in the Ed- 

j ward's Plateau Soil Conservation 
| District with an outstanding job 
; by a group of four ranchers on the 
| Cusenbary road, southeast of 
Sonora.

Ben and Rector Cusenbary,

Thomas Morriss and Bill Gal- 
breath were conscious of the need 
fo r conservation before the Soil 
Conservation District was organiz­
ed. Soon abter the organization of 
the District in 1948, this group 
got together with Soil Conserva­
tion Service technicians to study 
some of their problems. The organi­
zation of the District was only an 
aid or tool they could use to spreed 
up the application of conservation 
to their ranchers, 

i Biiterweed was a common pro- 
I Hem to all of these ranchers. They 
had recognized the fact that a 
good cover of grass would keep 

’ biiterweed to a minimum and have

FRIDAY
, M a y  2 5 , P I G G L Y  WIGGLY

W here The Cost O f Living Is Down

SATU RD AY
May 26,

L A R D  W i l s o n s  3  l b .  C t .  -  6 3 c

LIBBYS FANCY
PEAS NO. 300 CAN_______________ 22c
DIAMOND
HOMINY Tall Can 8c
KIMBELLS
OKRA & TOMATOE9S No. 2 Can .... 24c

DIAMOND
SPINACH NO 2 Can______________14c
SOLOMAN
MACKERAL 1 lb Can____________18c
HORMEL’S '
CHILE With BEANS 1 lb Can_____39c

S U G A R  I m p e r i a l  1 0  lb s* - ■ 8 9 c
HASTESS
VIENNA SAUSAGE flan 10c CRYSTAL WEDDING

OATMEAL 1 lb Box______________17c
MORTON’S
SALAD DRESSING Pint__________32c

QUAKERS
Puffed Wheat Large Box__________13c

F lou r W h it e h o u s e  2 5  lb  b a g  -  -  $ 1 .7 3

F r u i t s  &  V e g e t a b l e s
CARROTS Good Bunch____________5c

M e a t s

HAM Butts Sugar Cured lb ________55c
CUCUMBERS Long Gree lb ______..... 9c
CELERY Pasgual Stalk___________18c

LONGHORN CHEESE Full cream lb 55c
SALT JOWLS No. 1 lb ____________24c

AVACODOES 42 size 2 for_________25c FRYERS Fresh Dressed lb ____ ___ 54c
YELLOW SQUASH Good lb ________9c HAM HOCKS Meaty lb ____________25c
Full Line of FRUITS & VEGETABLES HENS FISH BARBECUE

come a long way to overcoming 
this problem. Although bitterweed 
is under control, they realize that 
it will remain a constant threat 

; and intend to keep a good cover 
of grass to eliminate this threat.

! Rector Cusenbary has been try­
ing yarious new plants to deter- 

■ mine their adaptability to this 
area. He has pioneered the use of 
Hairy Peruvian alfalfa which 
shows promise of being well adopt- 

, ed to croplands in the District. His 
rangeland has improved constantly 
since 1944 when he began to 
manage his land in such a man­
ner as to bring about range im­
provement.

| Ben Cusenbary, Thomas Morriss 
and Billy Galbreath are following 
much the same type of manage­
ment on thir range lands. This 
management consists of conserva­
tive stocking coupled with pas­
ture deferments. All cropland ad­
apted to terraces has been ter­
raced and diversions have been 
constructed to cut off damaging 
overflow water.

New water facilities have been 
installed along with Inew fences to 
aid' in bringing about uniform 
grazing in some areas. These phy­
sical improvements have assisted 

j this group of ranchers in obtain­
ing more intensive management of 
their range lands.

Even though they have accom­
plished much in the improvement 
of their ranches, they are constant­
ly looking for new ways to fur­
ther improve them. They have 
taken an interest in each others 
problems and have made periodic 
tours to check progress being 
made.

— SCS— ■
Overstocked range goes down-1 

hill faster than a drugstore cow­
boy on a rented horse.

Children are 
more likely io 

g et this:

c

When parents 
regularly buy these:

Automatic saving is 
sure savi

U.S. Savings Bonds

fatimi
Rank

SERVING SUTTON CO U N TY 50 YEARS

FOR RENT:- Two room unfur­
nished apartment. See Mrs. W. E 
Gatlin behind Baptist parsonage

Say It With Flowers 
Phone 23371 

Duckett Flower Shop
Attend SOME Church Sunday. 5tpl5

YOU CANT SWITCH FROM A  GI 
BILL CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
ID  CLASSROOM TRAINING AFTER 
THE JULY 2 5  CUT-OFF CATE, BU T 
YOU CAN GO AHEAD WITH ADVANCED 

&r BILL CORRESPONDENCE 
TRAINING IN TH E SAM E FIELD

Don’t  Run- 
REACH 
for the 
Nearest 
Telephone

Do away with wasted steps and lost effort by installing • 
low-cost extension telephone.

Extension telephones cost so little, h becomes almost 
nothing when compared with the greatly increased con­
venience you enjoy. Our business office will gladly tell 
you more about convenient, low-cost extension service. 
Make it a point to call today.

The San Angelo Telephone Co.
f¿


