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THE CHAMPION 

Noble’s potential Noble’s planned production 

B® Noble will HB Noble now expects to BW Net resource BW Noble plans to in- 
gain 2,400 spend an additional $150 potential of the crease the production on 
Delaware Basin million in the Delaware acreage being ac- the new acreage from 
gross drilling lo- Basin, bringing reported quired is over 1 10,000 barrels of oil 
cations targeting Delaware Basin spend- billion barrels of oil equivalent per day to be- 

lower and upper ing to about $500 million equivalent in the tween 60,000 and 70,000 

Wolfcamp A. in 2017. 

Noble 
buys 

Clayton 
Williams 
Energy 

MB Noble Energy 
accelerates activity 
in the Permian Basin 

By Mella McEwen 
mmcewen@mrt.com 

Noble Energy is hitting the 

accelerator as it snapped up Mid- 
land's Clayton Williams Energy 
in a cash-and-stock deal valued 
at $2.7 billion, significantly ex 
panding its Delaware position 
Deena McMullen, spokesper 

son for Noble, told the Reporter Oil man and former Texas gubernatoria 
Telegram by email “We are 
very excited about the Clayton 
Williams Energy acreage given it 
is highly contiguous and adjacent 
to our existing position. Through 
this acquisition, Noble Energy 
will achieve an industry-leading 
position in the Southern Dela operations are focused in Reeves 

ware.” County. McMullen said. The an 

The acquisition involves Clay nouncement comes on the heels 

CELEBRATION OF DR. KING 
The things he said 

Monday was Martin of aman is not where 
Luther King Day, which he stands in moments of 
celebrates the life and comfort 
achievements of Mar- but where he stands at 
tin Luther King Jr., the times of challenge and 
Influential American civil 
rights leader, according to - 

.com “Hatred paralyzes life 
The following are love releases it. Hatred 

quotes attributed to confuses life; love harmo- 
King, according to www. nizes it. Hatred darkens 

see the whole staircase.” - 
- “I have a dream that my 

“There comes a time four little children will one 
when one must take a day live in a nation where 
sition that is Sik ik 8 on fudged 
nor politic, nor popular, by the color of their skin 

ton Williams Energy's 71.000 

net acres in Reeves and Ward 

counties, which are adjacent 

to Noble's existing 47,200 net 

acres. Noble's Delaware Basin 

Wolfcamp alone. BOE by the end of 2020. 
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Houston Chronicle file photo 

andidate Clayton Williams poses for a phot y Hice 2011 in Midlana 

g ward Noble Energ of Noble's purchase of dnlling 

rights on 7.200 acres in the Del: ng track record of operationa rt ( W 
ware for $300 million xcellence and value creator 

1 am very proud of the con well as its reputation as a treme tt W 

pany we have built over the past lous corporate citizen. make 1t 

25 years and | am pleased that the deal partner for us. We look 

Noble Energy will be leading the forward to being shareholders 

development of our properties t Noble Energy and benehit P NOBLE 

Conaway: Trump 
has 3 big areas to 

address starting on Day 1 
Editor's note: This is the first in a he said | A id Jd 

senes of stories about what US Rex 

Mike Conaway of Midland foresees for 
campaign to actually delivening 

Conaway said Monday dunng 
the nation, issues it faces and solu : 
tions that could be implemented visit to the Reporter- Telegram 

That's where 11's hard because 

By Trevor Hawes he's going to have to meet some 
high expectations 
Conaway said there are thre 

main areas Trump will work at 
in his carly days in office. First 
there's that which Trump can 
do on his own, namely through 
executive order. which will hap 

thawes@mrt.com 

On Friday. President-elect 

Donald Trump takes over for 

President Barack Obama, and 
Trump has indicated that he'll cut 
short typically lengthy ceremoni 

al activities and get right to work. Pen Friday 

The initiate has Republican ” The shortened parade means 

| U.S. Rep. Mike Conaway of he’s going to leave the viewing 

Midland excited, and according stand at the White House. go 

| to Conaway, Trump's presidency right to the Oval Office and start 

could mean the arrival of more signing executive orders, revok 

productive times in the nation’s ing President (Barack) Obama's 

| capital and better times for executive orders ... and grab the 
Americans reins of state right of the bat. We 

“We're going to transition from 

| the high expectations, the things Please see CONAWAY/4A 
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in the lnpila wet eating Heir seal Delis 
at the time of the crash, according to . The man from 
E) Paso driving the tuck wus wks ve Midlatd Memotis 

pricing is consistent with 
what others have paid. 
Noble is clearly creat- 
ing critical mass in the 
Permian with their recent 
activities and now Clayton 

As part of the company’s 
valuation assessment, 
Noble Energy identified 
significant value relating 
to existing production and 
midstream opportunities 
After adjusting for these 
items and net debt as- 
sumed, the purchase price 
represents approximately 
$32,000 per core Southern 
Delaware acre. 
Clayton Williams 

Energy shareholders will 
receive 2.7874 shares of 
Noble E common 
stock and $34.75 in cash 
for each share of common 
stock held. In the aggre- 
gate, this totals 55 million 
shares of Noble Energy 
stock and $665 million in 
cash. While the aggregate 
amount of cash and stock 
in the transaction will not 
change, on an individual 
basis shareholders will 
be able to elect to receive 
cash or stock, subject to 
proration. The value of 
the transaction, based on 
Noble Energy's closing 
stock price as of January 
13, 2017, is approximately 
$139 per Clayton Wil- 
liams Energy share, or $3.2 
billion in the aggregate, 
including the assumption 
of approximately $500 
million in net debt. 
The per share consid- 

eration represents a 21 
percent premium to the 
average closing share price 
of Clayton Williams En- 
ergy over the past 30 days, 
and a 34 percent premium 
to the price on January 13, 
2017, the last day of trad- 
ing prior to the transaction 
Funds managed by Ares 

Management, L.P., which 
owned ximately 35 
percent of the outstanding 
shares of Clayton Williams 
Energy as of December 31, 
2016, have agreed to vote 
in favor of the transaction 
Following completion of 
the acquisition, Clayton 
Williams Energy share- 
holders are expected to 
own approximately 11 
percent of Noble's out- 
standing shares. 
Noble Energy intends 

to fund the cash portion of 
the acquisition through a 
draw on its revolving credit 
facility. As of the end of 
2016, the company’s $4 
billion facility was com- 
pletely undrawn. 
Noble officials say the 

combination of the two 
companies will create the 
industry's second larg- 
est acreage position in 
the Southern Delaware 

120,000 acres will contain 

Crayton 
Hliams 

Energy has 
some Teull) good 
acreage a 
established in- 
frastructure. The 
pricing is consis- 
tent with what 
others have 
paid. Noble is 
clearly creating 
critical mass in 
the Permian 
with their recent 
activities and 
now Clayton 
Williams.” 

Grant Swartzwelder, 
investment banker 

other conditions 
As part of the deal, 

Noble will also receive 
an additional 100,000 net 
acres elsewhere in the 
Permian Basin. 
Houston-based Noble 

entered the Delaware in 
2015 with the acquisition 
of Rosetta Resources. Mc- 
Mullen told the Reporter- 
Telegram the properties 
are being managed out of 
the company's Houston 
offices, with a field loca- 
tion in Pecos. Asked if the 
acquisition could lead to a 
regional office in Midland, 
she said staffing needs will 
be evaluated during the 
process of integrating the 
properties prior to closing 
in the second quarter. 
David L. Stover, Noble 

Energy's chairman, presi- 
dent and chief executive 
officer, said in the an- 
nouncement of the acquisi- 
tion that the company is 
rapidly accelerating its 
activity plans for 2017, 
operating three rigs on its 
Southern Delaware acreage 
and one on the Clayton 
Williams Energy position, 
with a second rig to be 
added to the new acreage 
following the closing of 
the deal. Noble will then 
add a third rig later in the 
year with the intent of 
ending 2017 with six rigs 
operating on Noble's Dela- 
ware Basin acreage. 
Clayton Williams En- 

ergy brings to Noble 2,400 
gross drilling locations 
targeting the upper and 
lower Wolfcamp A zones 
as well as the Wolfcamp 
B and C zones. Noble sees 
significant upside Sd 
from other zones. Future 
horizontal drilling plans 
will include laterals aver- 
aging 8,000 feet. 
By 2020, Noble hopes to 

increase production on the 
new acreage from 10,000 
barrels of oil equivalent 
per day to between 60,000 
and 70,000 barrels of oil 
equivalent per day. 
The deal also includes 
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| and comfort. 
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Mattie (1926) were born to 

two children,  duughter 
Treva and son Carl. The 

First Baptist Church 
Seminole since 1941. She 
enjoyed music, especially 
the organ, and was a faithful 
member of the church choir. 
Bonnie worked in various 

positions with the Seminole 
Schools, and was 

office for Hoffman 
Oil Well i for 13 
years. 

After retirement, Glenn 
and Bonnie enjoyed 10 years 
of travel with friends Roy 
and Edytha Banks of An- 
drews. The couple was 
married 68 years, faithful to 
their Lord and the church, 
loved and cared for family 
and friends, were loyal and 
reliable employees, and 
worked diligently at making 
their home a place of beauty 

Special thanks, love, and 
unending gratitude is due 

Bonnie's devoted caretaker, 
helper, companion, encowmag- | 
er, and loyal friend since 
1969. Also, love and appre- 
ciation is extended to Pat 

wonderful caregiver and 
friend for over three years. 

include 
Gail Perry, Barbara Sidle, 
Susie Lindley (Pat's daugh- 
ter), Mary Pena, and the 
nurses and aides at Manor 
Park Rehab and Midland 
Memorial Hospital. 
Bonnie was preceded in 

death by her husband, Glenn 
Wayland Brown; parents, 
Lawrence Alonzo Thurman 
and Dona Brock Thurman; 
stepmother, Sally Agnes 
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Jane Wininger Rehders, 95 
of Odessa, Texas 
away on January 14, 2017 in 
Odessa. 
A celebration of her life 

will be held at 1:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 18, 
2017 at St. Andrew Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church 
with Reverend Dr. Jimmy 
Braswell, officiating 

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Sunset 
Memorial Gardens & Funeral 
Home. 

Jane Wininger Rehders 
was born in Good Pine, LA 
to C. Benton Wininger and 
M. Kate Bonner on June 24, 
1921. She graduated from 
Wichita Falls High School in 
1939. She married Malcolm 
Dean "Bud" Rehders in 
Farmington, New Mexico. 
She retired from Superior 
Electric in 1983. She was 
active in ABWA and Make A 
Wish. She and close friends 
Betty Winfrey and Irene 
Scott had small ceramics 
business B.J. Creations 

She was preceded in death 
by both parents; sisters, 
Janice Wininger and Bonnie 
Wininger Gross and husband 
M.D. “Bud” Rehders 
She is survived by her 

sister, Rene Cotton, her son 
Herb Rehders and wife 
Candy; granddaughter, Jamie 
Miller and husband Harry; 
great granddaughters Ciara 
and Briana Miller; grand- 
daughter, Katherine Rehders, 
son Benny Rehders and 
daughter Kerri Heflin; great 
grandson, Corey Heflin and 
wife Tally, great-great grand- 
son Canaan Heflin; ; great- 
ruigon, Tyler Heflin and 
olton Summers; and 

daughter, Mirenda Morgan 
and husband Terry, 
granddau Tera R 
and husband Brett and Nicole 

Ysidro Lara  (Chiria) 
Ramirez, beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather, went to be 
with our Lord on Saturday, 
January 14, 2017, after a 
brief illness. 
Dad was bom in Ackerly, 

Texas to the late Merced and 
Cruz Ramirez. At the age of 
nine, he lost his mother and 
was raised by his 
aunt and uncle, Rafael and 
Ramona Hernandez. 
On May 22, 1948 he mar- 

ried the love of his life, 
Emestina Heredia at St. 
George's Catholic Church, 
Midland, Texas. He went on 
to become a member of the 
Our Lady of Guadal 
Catholic Church until 
time of his death. 
Dad attended school at the 

Mexican American School, 
which offered an education 
up to the eighth grade. He 
served in the United States 
Army in 1946. He went 
on to receive his honorary 
high school diploma from the 
Midland ISD in 2014, pre- 
sented to him by the Midland 
ISD Superintendent. 

After his return from the 
Army, Dad was employed by 
the City of Midland Sanita- 
tion Department for many 
ears, followed by Midland 
SD, and he retired from 
Rollins Service Corporation. 
After his retirement, dad con- 
tinued to work part-time until 
his health declined in 2015. 
Dad was an avid 

sportsman, playing semi- 
baseball with Los Potrill 
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ted dad fia ie him in 

during his illness. 

Park. 
Funeral service is under 

| the direction of Lewallen- 
Garcia-Pipkin Funeral Home 
and Chapel. 

Family messages and 
condolences may be emailed 
to pipkin@nts-online.net or 
you can visit the website at 
www. lewallengarciapipkinfh. 
com. 

\ + Garcia WY 
Fuhieral Aplin 
908 NX. Ng Miliend, TX - 2D) 40.0 Spring - 

Death Notices 

Connie Mack Adams, age 
86, from San Angelo, passed 
away on January 15, 2017. 

Services and visitation will 
be on Wednesday, January 
18, 2017 at Ellis Funeral 
Home in Midland. Visitation 
will be at 10:00 a.m. with the 
service starting at 11:00 a.m. 

Micle 6. Williams 
Micle G. Williams, 55, of 

Midland, Texas, away 
Friday, January 13, 2017. 

Blake is survived by his 

liams and Tiffany Ross; and 
by one brother. 

Funeral services will take 
place Wednesday, January 
18, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. at 
Ranchland Heights Baptist 

| Church in Midland. 

Gene Cernan, last astronaut to walk on the moon, dies 
Associated Press “Those steps up that ladder, they orbit the Earth in 1962. Their flights 

were tough to make,” Cernan recalled weren't the first or last of the Mercu- 
HOUSTON — Former astronaut in a 2007 oral history. “I didn’t want ry and Apollo eras. Yet to the public 

Gene Cernan, who as the last person to go up. | wanted to stay a while.” they were the bookends of America’s 
to walk on the moon returned to Cernan called it * the space age glory. 
Earth with a message of “peace and brightest moment of my life. ... It's On Dec. 11, 1972, Cernan guided 
hope for all mankind,” died on Mon- like you would want to freeze that the lander, named into a 
day, his family said. He was 82. moment and take it home with you. lunar valley called 
Cernan was with his relatives when But you can't.” with Harrison “Jack” Schmitt at his 

he died at a Houston hospital fol- Decades later, Cernan tried to side. He recalled the silence after the 
lowing heath issues, family ensure he wasn't the last person to lunar lander’s engine shut down. 

woman Melissa Wren told walk on the moon, testifying before “That's where you experience the 
Associated Press. His family Congress to push for a return. But most quiet moment a human being 

said his devotion to lunar exploration as the years went by he realized he can experience in his lifetime,” Cer- 

SA’s Apollo 17 mission and on his 
he set foot on 

nan said in 2007. “There's no vibra- 
tion. There's no noise. The 
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Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Think it's hard for firefight- 
ers 10 rescue a cat in a tree? 
Try a cow in a swimming 

Firefighters in Oklahoma 
City were summoned Sun- 
day moming after a home- 
owner reported hearing some 
sort of “snorting” coming 
from his swimming pool 
area. Emergency respond- 
ers arrived and discovered a 
hole in the swimming pool's 
liner and a cow trapped in 
the water 
Oklahoma City Fire 

Department Battalion Chief 
Benny Fulkerson says fire- 
fighters used their pumps to 
remove about 5 feet of water 
from the pool so the cow 
wouldn't experience hypo- 
thermia. Crews then brought 
in a wrecker to hoist the ad Reporter- Telegram nearly 1.500-pound animal 

Mike hn yl. PX anima TT | Seeley/Okiahoma City Fire Department via AP from the pool and to safety 

. AT YOUR SERVICE | Firefighters hoist a cow out of a swimming pool outside a homa Sunday in Oklahoma City. A homeowner reported hearing some sort of Fulkerson says the cow 
10 , ISSN 0890-5832 | “snorting” coming from his swimming pool area and emargency responders arrived and discovered a hole in the swimming pool's liner appeared to be uninjured 

Cruz ANearst | and a cow trapped in the water after its ordeal 
Avila, Published each moming by the 
i Jr Hearst, Midland Reporter- Telegram ee ——— re —————— = = — 
3 “ Division, 201 E. linois Ave.. Midland, | 

Midland, TX 79711. POSTMASTER ers Seth | States can ces and | Midland Reporter Telegram, 201 € | 
| nois Ave. Midland. TX 79701 | 
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@ CO! v Hnesday, free @ oat com LITTLE ROCK. Ark 
od 8 SPORTS EDITOR President-elect Donald 

d 0 y Trump and congressional Oscar LeRoy 687-8809 f £ 
Coih, lei Stoo Morgan Lee/Associated Press Republicans who have 
wi pledged to cut feders 

will fol- Final preparations are made on the floor of the New Mexico House of Representatives on Friday in Santa Fe. NM. in anticipation of pledged ic 0 Joos ; 
ial ® OIL EDITOR the legislative session. Lawmakers are confronting budget shortfalls, frustration over a weak economy. and concerns about violent HLS 10 BOOSH STOnOmY 

emor Mella McEwen 687-8860 crime and school performance as they convene today might consider looking 
mmcewen@mrt.com first at lessons leaned ir 

s under | . "0. . . . . GOP-controlled states that > movers Budget teers legislat da in New M Sr cvaln SHUTOSIe udget crisis steers legislative agenda in New Mexico mi ine 
only to see growth falter 

tfischer @ mrt com BvM I and budget gaps widen 

and FEATURES EDITOR y Morgan Lee An overview of New Mexico’s 60-day legislative sess The situation is worn 
Stndlies Rich Lopez 687-8859 Associated Press some enough in Kansas 
e.net or Oklahoma and Indiana that : jriopez @mrt.com workers school 
ebsite at pe SANTA FE. NM Associated Press for state and teachers fo tax lawmakers are now debat inki increases on gasoline and food. Tax reform and 
vipkingh. CIRCULATION New Mexico lawmakers SANTA FE, N.M. — The New Mexico Legis- economic development proposals also will be ing whether to reverse 

8 CUSTOMER SERVICE are confronting budget lature convenes Tuesday. Here's a look at the on prominent display in response to irse and raise taxes And 
allen 688-2700 shortfalls. frustration over House and Senate: opportunities and dissatisfaction political leaders 1n states 

a weak economy. and con Start to Hite: withthe that have seen expanded cia 
pin 8 DIRECTOR 

Sharon Heckler 687-8529 

sheckler@mrt.com 

cerns about violent crime 

and school performance as 
they convene for a 60-day 

The Legislature convenes at noon today. 
It's formally called the first session of the 53rd 

economy. 
Additional proposais are under consideration 

10 reinstate the death penalty, increase DW! 
penalties and reform how the state handles 

Republican control. such 
as Arkansas and lowa. are 

signaling caution about “re Lawmakers adjourn after 60 days at noon political and campaign ethics complaints 

. rm . session March 18. The governor then has until April 7 any new tax-cut proposals 

1Ces ADVERTISING The session begins today to sign the last bills. What to It does not take a Ph D 
8 SALES MANAGER with a fresh slate of Demo There were 696 bits introduced during the *conomics to know that 
Chad Anderson 687-88 | 1 cratic majority leaders in the The makeup: last 60-day session in 2015. Of those bills, 191 We can't say ves (0 even 

cranderson@mrt.com House of Representatives aS Huis has 70 ares 38 Dymcorass were passed by the Legislature. The governor pending need, and w 
DL, : Senate em- signed 158 measures into law and vetoed 33 onl lees AOE ac 

RETAIL ADS where Republicans lost ma bers: 26 Democrats and 16 Republicans including 14 that were approved unanimously a I MY 
682.5311. ext. 4 jority control in November There will be at least 19 lawmakers who are The previous Legislature, under a Repubil- very tax-cut idea.” Arkar 

ms, age - © elections. and the Senate new to the Lagisiature or returning after a hia- can House majority, sent a single constitutional sas Gov: Asa Hutchinsor 

3 CLASSIFIED ADS Policymakers are prepar tus — 13 in the House and six in the Senate amendment to voters for approval in November warned late last year 

017. 682-6222 / 682-6999 fax) ing to extend recent agency that now allows judges to deny bail to defen- The reforms show tha 
tion will classified @! . budget cuts into the coming Pay: 4 dants considered exceptionally dangerous. tax changes always cam 
January Ruickssified@ itu con year to address a deficit and New Mexico has the Nation's only unsala- also allows protrial f8i8ase 10 NON-threataning in element of uncertainty 
Funeral y . y fs ried legislature. Lawmakers receive $164 a people who might languish in custody because BOL the cation 

Aiba ss PRODUCTION plunging tax revenues linked day during the session to reimburse them for they cannot afford bail : about the economy 

isitation 8 DIRECTOR to a downturn in the oil and expenses. Travel is reimbursed separately at government needs and 

with the John Maddox 687-8844 natural gas industry 53.5 cents per mile, allowing for one-round trip Politics: even the pnces of con 

0am. jmaddox @mrt.com GOP Gov. Susana Mar per session. Democrats won back majority control of the maodities such as oil 

ms tinez and allied lawmakers The Jiovse in Novant) we I CORUM Although the federal and 

f SKF \ S\WAle SN oN 4 1 FREQUENTLY ASKED are insisting the budget eS . Constitution. the Session be EN 010 Bon until 2020. us fale lax sy Hot are sign 

, 55, of QUESTIONS crunch can be resolved ass longer in odd years 10 allow for a wide The 2018 campaign to replace second- wantly different. both are 
ed away 8 How do | submit an without raising taxes by range of policy initiatives in addition to budget, term GOP Gov. Susana Martinez already is subject to forces beyond 

N7. announcement for a wedding streamlining government revenue and taxation measures. Constitutional underway. Democrat U.S. Rep. Michelle Lujan lawmakers” control 
y hips or engagement? and reducing government amendments also can be considered, and Grisham declared her candidacy in Decem- A recent Associated 
gel Wil- weddings @mrt com pension contributions several already are proposed to fund early ber, with several other experienced politicians Press survey found that 

oss; and House Democrats childhood education, reduce restrictions on weighing a run. Martinez can't run again due to more than half of the state 

: & How can ! submit an . a cme concealed handguns and replace the public term limits 33 —— are currently : ol are promising a slate of education secretary with an elected state board are ¢ 
vill take obituary? obits @ me com proposals designed to spur of od 1 1 ING MOMS: dealing with a budget 

January Li Flow can i handie a i economic growth, while Lawmakers are grappling with how to craft Contact lawmakers by calling the legislative shortfall or expect to 
p.m. at | " billing seeking a statewide mini a new budget and close a current-year deficit switchboard: (505) 986-4300. Find bills, com- confront one in the coming 
Baptist Circulation: 688-2700 mum wage amid plunging revenues linked to a downturn mittee schedules, lists of members and a link fiscal year. Experts say 

for webcasts of House and Senate 

The governor has agency spending cuts and 

proposed sweeping school preserving spending on pub- 

row, district cash balances to help lic safety, child protective 
at his restore reserves and protect services and early education 

fter the the state's credit rating. programs. 
Democratic lawmakers have Proposals to shore up 

Advertising: 687-8806 Lawmakers also are tak 
ing up hot-button issues of 

in the oll sector. iy Shiaflay proposals run 
the gamut from take-home pay reductions 

proceedings 
on the Legislature's website: www. nmiegis.gov. 

state economic growth has 
been slower than expected 

3 gun control and could GETS TET 
GECTIOOMER is a rd given a cold reception to state revenues include a Please see BUDGET/ Please see CUTS/7A 

Monday. rradey Samspn dential electoral college in Martinez's proposal to re 
response to Donald Trump's duce take-home pay among 
victory 

Some big issues coming 
up in the session 

BUDGET crisis 

80,000 state workers and 
teachers to avoid possible 
furloughs or salary cuts 

The governor and law- 
makers are largely in agree- 
ment on extending recent 



Counc of Midland, 1508 W. ilinois 
SPRL Spams | 

p.m. Tah Cty Stackum 14, 4915 8wW 
Loop 250 N. $13.53. fathomevents. 
com 

1 $2 Tuesdays bowling after 8 | 
p.m. Bowlero, 5320 W. Loop 250 N. 
bowlero.com 

1 Karaoke with Ali, 8 p.m. Your 

Place, 3704 W Wall St 

Meeting 

4pm 

Gibson Board Room 

Stay connected 

Web: mrt.com 
Twitter: @ mwinews 

Facebook: facebook com/TheRe- 
porter Telegram 

MISD parent 
meetings 

MISD junior hugh campuses will 
host eighth-grade parent meetings 
that concern 
for 2017-18 school year. They will 

take place at 
B® Alamo Junior High, 6:30 p.m 

Jan 26 
8 Abell Junior High, 6:30 p.m 

Feb 13 

1 San Jacinto Junior High, 6 30 
pm. Feb 16 
8 Goodard Ju 

Al eghih-grace parents are 
Whe: 10 Ehend 

nor High. 6.30 

Source. Midland ISD 

‘Tall Cop’ to address 
youth drug use 

The Midland ISD Education 
Jndation is organizing an important 

mmunity event about drug and 
alcohol trends among the youth in the 
Midiand area 

The free event is called “Tall Cop 
n the Tall City” and will take place 

n from 6:30-8:30 p.m on Feb. 6 at 
Stonegate Fellowship 

ermane Galloway known as 
™e “Taf Cop” an expert on the 
Amencan drug and alcohol culture 

3 travels the Country conducting 
JuCahona' events 

Source Mhdlanc ISD 

When it’s open 

WMidianc County Tax Assessor 
Collector 

Bam to 5pm Monday through 
Nedanesday Friday 

ARR GRC 

Midland Central Appraisal 
District 

48371 Angrews ~Q"w 

MonGay rr To gloss’ 
596-49 

Department of Public Safety 
Driver's License Office 

240% South Loop 250 West 
£am™ 05pm Monday and 

veINes3ay y through Friday 

§ pm. on Tuesdays 
498-2100 

U.S. Postal Service 
Downtown. 100 E Wall St. 8:30 

am 10 5 p.m Monday through Friday 
Vilage 2315 W Louisiana Ave 9 

am 105 pm. Monday through Fnday 
Graves 3304 W Wadioy Ave 9 

All or Nothing moming: 1-246. 
$10-13-16-19-20-21-23 

123467 

Aor evening: 1-56-10- | 
11-12-1314-179922-2¢ 

Ali or Nothing night: 1-24-5686 
MBs | 

Triple Chance: 4-13-16-2126-96- | 
45-50-5354 

Today in istory 

Today © Tuesday. Jan. 17, the 17 
tay of 2017 There ame S48 days left 

The N 

’ 

IR Day IN MIDLAND 
egro Business and Professional Women’s Club of 

Midland held a brunch at the Martin Luther King Cen- 
ter to celebrate Martin Luther King Day on Monday. 

King Day celebrations highlight 

By Bill Barrow 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — As 
Americans celebrate the 
legacy of Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr., civil rights 
leaders and activists are 
trying to reconcile the 
transition from the nation’s 
first black president to a 
president-elect still strug- 
gling to connect with most 
non-white voters. 

In more than one venue 
Monday, speakers and at- 
tendees expressed reserva- 
tions about President-elect 
Donald Trump and his 
incoming administration, 
some even raising the spec- 
ter of the Ku Klux Klan. 
“When men no better 

than Klansmen dressed in 
suits are being sworn in to 
office, we cannot be silent,” 
said Opal Tometi, a Black 
Lives Matter co-founder. 
told a crowd in Brooklyn 

King's daughter offered a 
less direct message, encour- 
aging 2.000 people at her 
father’s Atlanta church to 
work for his vision of love 
and justice “no matter who 
is in the White House.” 

Bernice King spoke at 
Ebenezer Baptist hours 
before her brother, Martin 
Luther King III. met pni 
vately with the president- 
elect at Trump Tower in 
New York. The younger 
King described the meet- 
ing as “productive.” 

Trump won fewer than 
ut of 10 black voters in 

November after a cam- 
paign of racially charged 
rhetoric, and tensions have 
flared anew with his recent 
criticism of civil rights 
icon John Lewis, whom the 
president-elect called “all 
talk” and “no action.” 

Bernice King avoided a 
detailed critique of Trump. 
but said the nation has a 
choice between “chaos and 

ConAwAY 
From 1A 

all have high expectations 
that he'll move through 
that low-hanging fruit 
pretty quickly.” 
Second concerns cabinet 

members. “The next area 
will be how his nominees 

- once confirmed and 1n 
place — work to stop this 
avalanche of regulations 
that have come at us full 
bore for eight years now 
the stuff that can stop. the 
stuff that can unwind 
Conaway said 
Of perhaps most critical 

importance is the legisla 
tive agenda as part of 
Trump's administration 
“Whether it’s Obamacare 
tax reform — all of those 
things will require the 
House and the Senate 10 
join shoulder-10-shou lider 
with him.” Conaway said, 
it should be an easy road in 
the House, but the Senate 

| poses a particular chal 
len, pe 

‘With 241 House 
, I'm pretty 

confident that we can pass 
| center-right solutions that 
President Trump can use as 
# way to move the Senate,” 
the longtime representa- 

community,” a dichotomy 
her father preached about. 
“At the end of the day, 
the Donald Trumps come 
and go,” she said, later 
adding, “We still have to 
find a way to create ... the 
beloved community.” 
The current Ebenezer 

pastor, the Rev. Raphael 
Warnock, did not call 
Trump by name, but 
praised his predeces- 
sor. “Thank you, Barack 
Obama,” he said. “I'm sad 
to see you go.” 

In South Carolina, 
speakers at a state Capitol 
rally said minority voting 
power has never been more 
important and some attend- 
ees expressed unease about 
Trump joining forces with 
Republican congressional 
majorities. 

“It’s going to be dif- 
ferent, that’s for sure.” 
said Diamond Moore, a 
Benedict College senior 
who came to the Capitol. 
“I'm going to give Trump a 
chance. But I'm also ready 
to march.” 

In New York, Martin 
Luther King III told report- 
ers that Trump pledged 
to be a president for all 
Americans, but King III 
added “we also have to 
consistently engage with 
pressure, public pressure” 
because “it doesn’t happen 
automatically.” 
Trump did not partici- 

pate publicly in any Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day obser- 
vances. President Barack 
Obama and Michelle 
Obama took part in a ser 
vice project at a shelter in 
Washington 

Back in Atlanta, Sen Ber 
nie Sanders brought the Eb- 
enezer assembly to its feet 
with his reminder that King 
was not just an advocate for 

racial equality. but a radical 
proponent for economic 
Justice — a mussaon that put 

him at odds with the politi- 

Senate votes often 
require &0 out of 100 votes 
to pass legislation. Repub- 
licans hold S2 seats, and 
Trump will have to work to 
get esght Democrats’ votes 

avond gridlock 
Conaway said Trump's 

trategy will be going 
nto the states where 25 
Democrat senators are up 
for re-election, 10 of states 
# which Trump won, and 

get residents to push their 
<nator to vote to move 

legislation through. “That's 
probably going to be 
Trump's greatest contribu- 
tion to the legislative side: 
being able to get the Senate 
off high center,” he said. 
Conaway said the nego- 

tiation is right up Trump's 
alley. “I think President 
Trump will revel in closing 
that deal. This is about 
getting it done, and I'm 
excited about watching 
him get after the Senate 
Democrats.” Plus, the ” 
convincing wi 
show the nation who the 
“obstructionists” are 

“It's Eg the H House. 
youye ir fore hoe 

Hans who ae fo i, nd 

‘transition from Obama to Trump 
cal establishment. 

“If you think governors 
and senators mayors 
were standing up and say- 
ing what a great man Dr. 
King was, read history, 
because you are sorely 
mistaken,” roared Sand- 
ers, who invoked the same 
themes from his failed 
presidential campaign. 

Sanders, who struggled 
to attract black voters in 
his Democratic primary 
fight with Hillary Clinton, 
recalled King opposing the 
Vietnam War as exploiting 
the poor. He also noted 
King was assassinated 
in Memphis, Tennessee, 
where he'd gone to rally 
striking sanitation workers, 
white and black. 

Activist priest Michael 
Pfleger, himself a self- 
described radical, built on 
Sanders’ message with a 
45-minute keynote mes- 
sage indicting the nation’s 
social and economic order, 
which he said would get 
worse under Trump. 
The Chicago priest 

said “white hoods” of the 
Klan “have been replaced 
by three-piece suits.” He 
bemoaned high incarcera- 
tion rates, a “militarized, 
stop-and-frisk police state,” 
profligate spending on war 
and a substandard educa- 
ton system. 

Pfleger said many 
Americans too quickly 
dismiss violence in poor 
neighborhoods as the fault 
of those who live there, 
when the real culprit is a 
lack of opportunity and 
hope. “If you put two lions 
in a cage and you don’t 
feed them,” he said, “one 
will kill the other in the 
pursuit of survival.” 
Warnock, meanwhile, 

zeroed in on Trump for his 
treatment of Lewis, now a 
Georgia congressman who 
represents most of Atlanta 

of residents in District 
11 are the same as others 
across the country: “The 
repeal of Obamacare (be- 
cause) it’s failing, people 
are hurting; fundamental 
tax reform; and Mr. Trump 
has talked about a wall on 
the southern border.” 
The representative 

said he doesn't take the 
construction of a border 
wall between the U.S. and 
Mexico literally. “When 
I hear him say that, how | 
translate that in my mind is 
operational control of the 
border, knowing who and 
what are coming and going 
across our border. That is 
in America’s best interest. 
Putting that framework 
together would be in the 
top three that Mr. Trump 
needs to deal with and 
engage on” 
Conaway said he hopes 

he can engage Tru 
Medicare and Sog Se- 
curity reform, even though 
the president-to-be hasn't 
been keen on addressing 
those issues. 
has 10 be done, how- 

ever. “We've got a limited 
amount of time left before 
those trust funds become 
huge 

Lauren 

esti, D-San Antonio, who 
will each file a bill. 
Raising the minimum 

legal age to buy products 
like cigarettes and chewing 
tobacco has been the goal 
of Texas Democrats for at 
least a decade. But with 
Republicans decrying the 
effort as an infringement 
on personal liberty that 
could cost the state mil- 
lions of dollars in lost tax 
revenue, the wish went up 
in smoke every time it was 

Five times, Uresti has 
tried to convince fellow 
lawmakers that hiking the 
smoking age will save 
lives and reduce the state's 
health care costs in the 
long term. He started small 
in 2007, proposing Texas 
raise the tobacco purchase 
age to 19. He failed. 

In 2009, he got his bill 
through the Senate, but it 
died in the House. In 2011. 
2013 and 2015, the pro- 
posal never made it off the 
starting block. This year. 
with bipartisan support, 

| Uresti said he’s excited 
| about possibly realizing 
this longtime goal. 
“We have as good a 

chance as we've ever had.’ 
said Uresti. “I'm just glad 

| I welcome all the support 
we can get.” 

Raising the smoking age 
| will save lives and money. 
according to Dr. Ernest 
Hawk, vice president of 
cancer prevention at M.D 
Anderson Cancer Center in 
Houston. 

“This is a high pnor- 
ity for us as an institution 
because it's exactly what 
we're here to do,” Hawk 
said. “This directly aligns 
with our mission of eluni- 
nating cancer in Texas and 
the world because this is 

| one of the best ways to do 
that.” 
Tobacco use in Texas 

and nationally is down, 
thanks in large part to anu- 
smoking campaigns and 
increased cigarette taxes. 
Hawk said. And smoking 
rates are lower in Texas 
than the country’s aver- 
age, with just 15.9 percent 
of adults admitting to the 
habit in 2013. 
But raising the tobacco 

purchase age to 21 could 
result in an additional 
12 percent decrease in 
tobacco use among adults, 
according to a 2015 report 

ational Acad- 
emy of Medicine, and 
a “33 percent reduction 
in the use of y tobacco 
products by 18- to 20-year- 
old Texans,” according to a 
2013 analysis the Texas 
comptroller’s office. 

That's because people 

for anyone 
younger than 21 

% have as 
good a 

chance as we've ever 
bad. I'm just I! 
welcome all the sup- 
port we can get.” 

Rep. Carlos Uresti, Texas 
congressman 

who don’t start smoking 
when they're teenagers are 
Jess Hiktly wiih up the 
habit when they get older. 

cigarettes 
— teens — and those who 
could legally buy the prod- 
uct for them. 
The state will also save 

racney in the long run 
because it won't have to 
care for as many people 
beset by tobacco-related 
illnesses, like cancer and 
emphysema, and fewer 
babies with tobacco-linked 
ailments would be bom if 
the smoking rate decreases. 
The savings could be as 
much as $406 million 
over five years, according 
to an analysis from the 
Department of State Health 
Services. 
Texas could save nearly 

$5.6 billion in health care 
costs over 25 years, the 
department estimates, and 
preterm births would re- 
duce by 11.6 percent over 
20 years. 

“Reductions in tobacco- 
related illnesses will take 
decades to realize,” the 
state analysis reads. “But 
there would be immediate 
reduction in adverse physi- 
ological effects and poor 
infant health outcomes.” 
While the long-term 

benefits are clear, the four 
lawmakers who want to 
raise the smoking age 
are likely to have to fight 
against those who argue 
that doing so will cost 
Texas in the short term. 

Every smoker knows 
the state taxes every pack 
of cigarette, tin of dip and 
can of snuff. Raising the 
minimum age to buy these 
products by three years 
would mean a loss of near- 
ly $100 million in taxes 
over five years, according 
to a 2013 analysis of one 
of Uresti’s past bills. Some 
Republicans might also 
have a problem with Texas 
throwing its lot in with 
the likes of Hawaii and 
California, the only other 
states that have raised the 
smoking age above 19. 
Hawk — who said he 

was “pleasantly surprised” 
this idea has Republican 
support for the first time 
in a decade — said the 
club won't be so small for 
long. More than a dozen 
other states are considering 
raising the smoking age, 
he said, pointing again to 
the long-term cost benefits 
which far outweigh the 
short-term costs. 
Zerwas also shrugged off 

both potential criticisms. 
“There's obviously some 

people who are going to 
see this as an infringe- 
ment on rights and stuff, 
and those voices need to 
be heard,” Zerwas said. 
“And yeah, that's a loss of 
potential revenue, but one 
we can probably make up 
somewhere else. 

tant than the health of our 
youth and future genera- 
tions?" 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 
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Imagine the weather 
is warm and you're sitting 
blvd 4 
chair in the back The 
grass is lush and green, the 
trees spread their shade 
overhead and your flowers 
and shrubs are healthy and 

A that is i 
tant to you, then NOW is 
the time to prune trees, 
schedule fertilization and 
prevent the weeds from 
ever getting a start, says 
Luke Richards of Richards 
Horticulture Service. 

Strong roots make 
beautiful plants—and fer- 
tilizing those roots in cool 
months makes that happen. 
Luke and his team can 
fertilize your tree roots to 
prepare them for summer. 
They start this in February 
or March. 

March is the time to 
start a fertilization 
on fescue grass and shortly 
after is when to start the 
4-6 week fertilization 
process for Bermuda and 
St. Augustine. Thos= times 
are coming sooner than 
you think, so call Richards 
Horticulture today to get 
on their schedule. 

Get ahead of those 
ugly weeds by having the 
Richards Horticulture team 

Imagine relaxing at home in your 
beautiful new sunroon this year! 

After working hard all 
day—at a desk, in a shop 
or in the field—wouldn't it 
be great to come home to 
your own personal retreat? 
A place where you can 
relax, sip on a drink and 
enjoy the view of your 
yard and landscaping while 
being protected from the 
elements? 

With a patio enclosure 
from American Home Im- 
provement, you can have 
all that! It’s a simple add- 
on to that will add beauty 
and value to your home 

It’s simple because 
you're enclosing your 
patio, so you already have 
at least one of the walls, 
and probably two or three 
of them. 

You'll want your 
sunroom to have plenty of 
bright, clear windows to 
help you enjoy the view 
of your landscaping. This 
will also let in plenty of 
natural light so you can 
read, write, play games 
with the kids or grandkids 
or anything else you want 
to do. 

You can use the room 
for a home office you'll 
actually enjoy working in 
Make it an exercise room, 
informal dining, entertain- 
ing—the possibilities are 
endless. 

Even with all those 
wonderful windows you 
may be concerned about 
heat and cold. There are 
two ways you can help 
that. First, American Home 
Improvement can install 
insulated windows that 

Enjoy Outdoor Living... 
indoors! 

SUNROOMS 

Call Today For A FREE in-home 
estimate and design 

www.ahi-texas.com 

432-550-7224 

For lush, beautiful 
Richards Horticulture ferti 
emergent soon. Call them at 

apply pre-emergent in 
February. 

A key step for trees is 
to have them pruned by a 
professional. That way it 
will be pruned according 
to its natural shape and 
in a way that preserves 
its health. Luke Richards 
and his team at Richards 
Horticulture can do exactly 
that for you. 

If it’s been a few years 
since the last professiona! 
pruning, it may take more 

will keep most 
of the heat and 
cold out—not 
to mention 
closing out dust 
and insects 
Second, you 
can talk to your 
HVAC expert 
about heating 
and air condi- 
tioning your 
sunroom 

Install 
lights, ceiling 
fans and all the 
amenities you 

want. Whatever 
makes your 
sunroom the 

best experience 
possible, it's 

To appear in For Your Information call Paul Wiseman at 697-7468 or your Midland Reporter-Telegram account executive at 682-5311. 

There is still time to prepare your trees 
and landscaping for a beautiful summer 

this summer have 
and apply pre- 
686-0643. 

than one season to get 
your trees back in shape 
Luke suggests, “Don’t just 
imagine how you want 
the tree to look next year 
Think about how it should 
look in about three years 
Sometimes we need to give 
it that long to look its very 
best.” 

In most cases now 
during the dormant sea- 
son—is the best time for 
pruning. For Live Oaks, 
ask the Richards Horticul- 

ture experts. “Pruning an 
oak tree at the wrong time 
can create an open wound 
that makes it susceptible 
to oak wilt, fungus or 
insects,” Luke points out. 
His team will make sure 
your trees are protected. 

Each branch must be 
pruned cleanly so no dead 
wood is left. 

They will remove dead 
limbs and those interfering 
with roofs, power lines and 
other objects. Dead limbs 
left in tree that spread out 
over high traffic areas can 
become a hazard over time 
Limbs rubbing against 
shingles, power lines or 
other structures should be 
removed to prevent dam- 
age to both the tree and the 
structure. 

So call Richards Horti- 
culture today and save your 
place on their list. Let them 
prepare your landscaping 
for the summer. 

For electrical or computer work call City Wide at 
697-6456. 

City Wide teams 
with expert to solve 
computer issues 

Who do you call for help with computer-related is- 
sues such as networking, security cameras, the computer 
itself or something else? Where do you find an experi- 
enced tech who aiso cares about you and will stick with it 
until the issue is resolved? 

I'he answer is City Wide Electric. Joe and Linda Fus- 
sell recently added longtime computer expert Joby Fus- 
sell to their team. Joby was behind one of Midlands first 
Internet access companies back in the 1990s, MarsHill. so 
he has years of experience. Security cameras, computer 
wiring, networking and anything computer related is no 
problem 

Of course, City Wide Electric's Joe Fussell and Jorge 
Mendoza are still available for any electrical issues 
such as wiring, eave lighting, ceiling fans. wired smoke 
alarms, cable TV 

Are your hallways dim? Ask City Wide about retrofit 
ting with enclosed LED hall lights that look like recessed 
lighting but are simpler to install. They can also instal 
I'V cable through the attic instead of around the outside 
of your home 

Like and share City Wide on Facebook and get a dis- 
count on electrical work 

For electrical work or computer co 
networking, call City Wide today 

The phone number 
for Richards Horticulture 
Service, in business since 
1978, is 432-686- 0643 See 

their stone yard at 2710 
Garden City Highway 
Company President Luke 
Richards is a Certified 
Arborist Their website is 
www rhsgreen com 

nsulting, wiring or 

City Wide Electric has been owned hy Joe and Linda 
Fussell since 1971 They accept Visa and Master Card 
The phone number is 697-6456 

Email them at city_wide(@ att net Se habla espano 

DENIED BENEFITS? 
A Pension Aid & Attendance | 

Fer for nursing home care 
| may be abe to hep! Please | 

Home Deeor g call today for 
Vint Goods Paint your free 

Sage consultation | 
| have been very 

T y ve 

i. a denied these benefits 
2300 W. Michigan Ave | 432-683-0796 
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— pro works under the directo " -y 

Complete Collision 
there for you 

I'here are 
several amaz- 

There's just no better way to enjoy the outdoors than 
with your sunroom from your friends at American Home 
Improvement. Call them today at 550-7224 to learn how you 

Repair 
ing styles to 
choose from 
Talk to your American 
Home Improvement 

representative about which 
one best complements 
your homes décor. At their 
showroom at Highway 191 
and FM 1788 American 
Home Improvement has 
installed some of the more 
popular options, so you can 
get a feel for how wonder 
ful it will be to have your 
own sunroom 

Once you've made your 

choices, your American 

Home Improvement rep 
resentative will carefully 
measure your space and get 
everything ordered. When 
everything comes in, they 
will install it for you. Most 
installations take just a 

Trustworthy, Caring, Professional 

can have the sunroom you've always wanted. 

very few days and you're 

ready to start enjoying your 
exciting new space 

If you call Americar 

Home Improvement now 
you could be enjoying your 
sunroom with family and 

friends by the time the first 

birds of spring are chirp 

ng 
And you'll be work 

ng with hometown folks 
American Home Improve 
ment is locally owned and 
operated, and has been for 
decades. Rodney and Kar- 
en Martin are ready to help 
you get the sunroom or 
patio room you've always 
wanted for your home Call 
them today! 

American Home Im- 

City Wide Electric 

on Vehicle Rentals 
ALLSTAR REFINISHING & 

wned and operated for COLLISION and 

more than 20 vears ( EXPRESS RENT-A-CAR 

them at 550-7224 for a | S$ A o “heck Out Our Website 
free estimate and home . 888 www allstarrmdiand com 
demonstration They ar om of 4 4600 W. Wall 
FM 1788 Their website 
wivw ahi-rexas com | 

ORIENTAL : oe, 
Rug Claaning Refringing 

iy 
Professional In-Plant Ws tmen | 

Cleaning & Restoration 

Certified Rug Specialist 

provement has been locally 

Call 

Paul 

1 Bill’s Fireplace C enter 
I 49 Years Experience * Sales & Service * All Work Guaranteed | 

CALL NOW for your Fireplace Cleaning & Maintenance 
I + cmney sweep vcasvanves | 

Wiseman | | +rncas » CHIMNEY CAP 1 
* FIREPLACE REPLACEMENT + GAS LOGS 

Isp 682-5157 % 1509 N. Big Spring | 
Master Plumber #7733 - Since 1977 

hb oe on on on on on on on =n an of 
697-7468 

To learn 

more! 



Driver needed for 
BM No “Jesus shot” will be necessary 
for those wanting to drive the state’s 
Agriculture commissioner around 

t seems that Agriculture Commissioner 
Sid Miller, he of the cowboy ways and 

words, drives some people 
nuts. .Now you have an opportunity to 
drive him everywhere. 
The commish is looking for a driver. 

The official title on the job posting is 
“Special Assistant to the Commissioner 
— Vehicle Driver,” and the “job objective” 
portion of the posting says the special 
assistant will “perform highly complex 
motor vehicle operations work for the 
Commissioner of the Texas Department of 
Agriculture.” 
Looks like “highly complex motor 

vehicle operations work” is something 
many of us call “driving.” I like to drive. 
| think | want this job. (Come to think 
of it, something about Uber for goober 
somehow seems appropriate here, but that 
would be wrong.) 
“Work involves safely operating motor 

vehicles used in the transport of the Com- 
missioner and other Executive TDA staff.” 
the job objective says. “Work under lim- 
ited supervision with considerable latitude 
for the use of initiative and independent 
judgment.” 

I like working under limited supervi- 

sion. Who doesn’t? 
The job involves 14 “essential duties” 

and one “non-essential” duty. | can do 

all of these, though the non-essential one 
seems a bit ill-defined. It's the dreaded 

“Perform other duties as assigned.” 
The first essential duty listed is to 

unloading of the commissioner and other 
Executive TDA staff and transporting to 
the destination in a timely manner.” From 
what I've seen of Miller and his rodeo 
trophies, loading and unloading him 
shouldn't be a problem. Loading up his 
hats and guns could be ci , 
Other essential duties include picking 

“the most practical route to be traveled, 
considering safety and economy” (I have 
three apps for that and know where every 
Buc-ee’s is), operating “various types of 
motor vehicles, such as automobiles, vans 
and trucks,” helping with “any equipment 
or baggage” and adhering to “established 
work schedule with regular attendance.” 

I'm good on all of those, but less good 
on several other “essential duties” that 
sound like they include filling out lots of 
forms. But I can learn. In fact, I recently 
learned how to use the newspaper's online 
expense account submission form just 
as that system was phased out in favor 
of a new one | hope to master by 2019 
when the new system will become the old 

be a hoot. There's no way that an 
having to do with Miller isn’t a hoot. This 
guy exudes hoot. He is maximum hootage, 
save for maybe when his Twitter account 
passes along an obscenely derogatory 
comment about Hillary Clinton or assis 
along fake news on Facebook or when he 
bad mouths a steak or when he uses state 
money in questionable ways for travel. 

Miller last year reimbursed the state 
for a taxpayer-funded Oklahoma City trip 
that the Houston Chronicle reported might 
have been for him to receive an anti- 
inflammatory injection known as a “Jesus 

shot.” No charges were brought against 
Miller, and he has declined to say if he got 

the injection. 
The driver salary is listed at $2,450 to 
$2,916.67 per month. OK, that's not 
bucks, crunching out to a max of $35, 

Miers omelown of Stephenie But 
monty isnt , folks — unless 

you like to buy 
And it looks like I meet all the quali- 

fications. I have a high school di 
or . 1 have “work experience 

executive level support” (You 
ever try to satisfy editors?). 
1 have a valid driver's license and the 

“acceptable driving record.” I'm 
to “travel up to 80 percent of the 

Ihave “minimum one year work 
SapSEs in the operdian of wot: 

icles on a commercial basis.” Wait a 
minute. No, I don’t. But I think we can get 
that waived just like former Gen. James 
Mattis got a waiver on the provision that 
said military folks have to be nonmilitary 
for seven years prior to be eligible to run 
the Defense Department. 

I will, however, have to check with my 
rabbi prior to applying to get his input 
on any ntial involvement with taking 
Miller for a Jesus shot, should that come 
up. 
One other thing: Does the fact that the 

posting popped up after Miller's recent 
meeting with Donald Trump indicate Mill- 
er is not confident of getting a Washington 
job in the new administration? 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 

| OPINION EXTRA 

Trump likely will connect 
with inaugural address 

onald Trump's knack for keeping his message simple — 

Dix would say dumbing it down — will likely be on 

display this week when he addresses the nation as its 45th 

president. If so. he'll fit nght in with his predecessors 
Since the days of George Washington, the inaugural address 

has provided an opportunity for presidents to set a tone and lay 

out goals for the coming term. In its use of language. it can also 

indicate the level at which the speaker is trying to connect with the 

electorate 

To get a sense of the linguistic precedent that Trump's predeces- 
sors have set. | ran more than two centuries of inaugural speeches 

through an online evaluator, which considers such variables as 
vocabulary and sentence length and spits out the estimated grade 

level required to comprehend the text. Anything above 12 indicates 
college-level complexity. Above 18 or so. the reader would need a 
graduate degree 
While some presidents stand out — George Washington and 

John Adams had the highest scores. George H.W. Bush had the 
owest — the long-term trend was by far the most striking. From 

the late 18th century. the estimated grade level required to under- 
stand inaugural addresses declined more or less steadily. from far 
beyond graduate school to about 10th grade 

To be sure. the trend maght have something to do with the abil 

'f 21st-century algonthms to deal with 18th-century turns of 
shrase That sard. it's also consistent with the way presidential 
communication has changed in the ages of radio. television and 

Twitter Although this undoubtedly indicates some dumbing 

down. 1t also suggests that the country’s leaders have gotten better 

it reaching a population that. tor the most part, lacks a college 
Jegree 

Judging trom Trump's past speeches, his inaugural address prob 

ibly won'i score too differently from those of recent presidents 

The evaluator assessed his acceptance speech at the Republican 
National Convention, for example. as accessible to a 10th-grader 

Factually and ethically challenged as Trump may be. he knows 
how to connect 

— Mark Whitehouse, Bloomberg 
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Trump’s agenda is overly ambitious 
00 days in office frantically trying to deal 
with an historic economic depression that al- 

ready was 3 years old and had reached crisis-level 
proportions. Nearly two terms in the White House 
later, his efforts were incomplete. 
Donald Trump, through the Republican National 

Committee, has issued a list of 30 goals he hopes 
to achieve in his first year and he's asked recipi- 
ents their opinion about the priority each should 
be given — high or low. The list not only makes 
Roosevelt's proposals look anemic but the ideas 
would also change the nation, for better or worse, 
in ways hardly ever imagined 

The list begins with key Trump campaign prom- 

ises and ends with the president-elect pledging to 
cancel every “unconstitutional” action taken by 

Barack Obama. In between are two dozen objec- 
tives that would reshape the size of government, 
restrict congressional service through term limits 

and pretty much abandon the current public school 

system, among other things 
Much of this super-ambitious agenda has been 

around a long time, including congressional term 
limits, first proposed by Lyndon Johnson in his 
1965 state of the union address. The idea of school 
choice, permitting the use of taxpayer money to 
finance charter and parochial schools, is a long- 
time conservative Republican goal. Other Trump 
agenda items, like the “clean up Washington 
corruption act,” are just naturally what should 
be expected of any presidential administration, 
including Trump's. where there is growing con- 
cern about potential ethical conflicts between his 
private and official public dealings. 

At the top of the list are two enormously contro- 
versial and expensive items — the construction of 
the wall along the country’s border with Mexico, 
and the repeal of the Affordable Care Act, which 
has been a thorn in the side of Republicans for 
Obama's entire time in the White House. 
The cost of constructing such a wall has been 

estimated as high as $800 billion. which seems like 
a lot of money for a barrier that a growing number 
of experts contend won't do much more than slow 
down the tide of illegal immigration, if it works at 
all. Also, its moral implications throw into question 
this country's reputation of being one of the most 
welcoming in world history. 
As for the ACA, aka Obamacare, the GOP 

mill in Congress is already grinding it out with 
Democrats, who are trying to stall outright repeal 
until Republicans come up with a replacement 
that saves major features on which already is 
bipartisan agreement. These include transportabil- 

| Qe Roosevelt famously began his first 
| 

Dan K. 
THOMASSON 

Tribune News Service 

ity of policies, no disqualification for pre-existing 
conditions and the coverage of children on par- 
ent’s insurance until age 26. This is expected to 
take well into summer 

Also near the top of the Trump priority survey 
is the appointment and confirmation of a “strong 

constitutionalist™ to the U.S. Supreme Court to fill 
the seat left vacant by the death of Justice Antonin 

Scalia. Confirmation is expected to be highly con- 
tentious, but outnumbered Democrats will be hard 
put to hold off Senate approval. 
The agenda also includes approval of the 

Keystone XL oil pipeline project, which Obama 
rejected, and the passage of a package to rebuild 
the nation's infrastructure. Among what would 
be the more difficult and time-consuming goals 
is a proposal to “unleash a middleclass tax relief” 
aci. Trump also wants to renegotiate the North 
American Free Trade Act and withdraw from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations. He wants 
to lift restrictions on $50 trillion worth of develop- 
able shale, oil and “clean coal.” He also would end 
the ban on offshore drilling. Good luck 
He would cancel billions of dollars in contribu- 

tions to the U.N.’s climate change programs, re- 
move “2 million criminal aliens,” introduce plans 
to defeat the Islamic State, establish “America 
First” foreign policy through “peace and strength,” 
and at the same time end any policy sequestering 
defense funds. Whew! 
And on the seventh day .. 
There is enough on this list to occupy most 

mortals for decades, and the consequences of these 
actions, if carried out, could certainly reminder us 
all that one should be careful what one wishes for 
The fact is, accomplishing even a good portion 

of the agenda will require a second term. 
As one of those asked online to prioritize each 

proposed initiative, | decided against taking the 
survey. That's not my job, for obvious reasons. 

Roosevelt started out with 100 days. The De- 
pression ended seven years later po. £7 took a war 
to do it. 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 
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President-elect Donald Trump stands with Education Secretary-designate Betsy DeVos on Nov. 19, 2016 in Bedminster, N.J. Charter school advocate and wealthy 
Republican donor Betsy DeVos is widely expected to push for expanding school choice programs if confirmed as education secretary, causing outrage among teachers 
unions. But Democrats and rights activists also are raising concerns about how her conservative Christian beliefs and advocacy for family values might impact minority 
and LGBT students. 

DeVos to face questions over 
schools, conservative activism 
By Maria Danilova 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — 
Charter school advocate 
Betsy De Vos is widely 
expected to push for 
expanding school choice 
programs if confirmed 
as education secretary, 
prompting pushback 
from teachers unions. But 
Democrats and activists 
also are raising concerns 
about how her conserva 
tive Christian beliefs and 
advocacy for family values 
might impact minority and 
LGBT students. 
The wealthy Repub- 

lican donor's financial 
and political clout will be 
on display today as she 
gaes before the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Commit- 
tee, which has members 
who have benefited from 
her largesse. Committee 
Chairman Sen. Lamar Al- 
exander, R-Tenn., said in a 
statement that De Vos “will 
work tirelessly to ensure 
every child has access to a 
high quality education.” 

Critics say the choice of 
De Vos belies President- 
elect Donald Trump's 
promises to “drain the 

swamp” and bring new 
faces to politics and policy 
in Washington. 
“He is basically propos- 

ing a bunch of people to 
be in the Cabinet that are 
political insiders with lots 
of money ard have used 
that money to buy politi- 
cians and De Vos definitely 
fits that description,” said 
Carmel Martin, executive 
vice president of the Cen- 
ter for American Progress, 
a liberal think-tank. 
De Vos has long taken 

pride in her political and 
financial activity. 

“I have decided . to 
stop taking offense at the 
suggestion that we are 
buying influence,” De Vos 
wrote in a 1997 column in 
Roll Call. “Now I simply 
concede the point. They 
are right. We do expect 
something in return.” 
She said wants to foster 
a conservative governing 
philosophy and respect for 
traditional values. 
De Vos, a former 

Michigan Republican 
Party chairwoman, heads 
the American Federation 
for Children, an advo- 
cacy group that promotes 
school choice and voucher 
programs. She and mem- 
bers of her family have 

given millions of dollars 
to Republican candidates 
over nearly three decades, 
according to the Center for 
Responsive Politics 
She grew up in Holland, 

Michigan, one of four chil- 
dren of Edgar Prince, an 
engineer who made a for- 
tune in an auto parts com- 
pany. She met her husband 
Dick DeVos, an heir to the 
Amway marketing empire, 
while attending a Christian 
liberal arts college. Dick 
De Vos unsuccessfully ran 
for governor of Michi- 
gan in 2006. During that 
campaign he suggested 
that schools should teach 
intelligent design, a theory 
that holds that life was 
created by a higher force, 
along with evolution. The 
couple has four children, 
none of whom attended 
public school. 

Her brother, Erik Prince, 
founded Blackwater, a 
private security company 
that the U.S. employed 
in the Iraq war and came 
under scrutiny when its 
guards were prosecuted in 
the deaths of 14 civilians in 
Baghdad in 2007. 
De Vos has donated to 

the political campaigns 
of at least four committee 
members, according to 

the financial questionnaire 
she filed with the commit- 
tee. Sen. Patty Murray of 
Washington, top Democrat 
on the committee, said 
she worries about De Vos’ 
“extensive financial en 
tanglements and potential 
conflicts of interest.” 

In response, Trump's 
transition team said teach 
ers unions have donated to 
Democratic senators on the 
committee and De Vos has 
given money to members 
in both parties who sup- 
port her education goals 
Republicans also point out 
that Penny Pritzker was 
a major donor to Demo- 
crats and President Barack 
Obama before he picked 
her as commerce secretary 

De Vos spent the past 

two decades advancing 
charter schools — institu 
tions that are run privately 
but financed with taxpay- 
ers’ money. Her husband 
started an aviation-onented 
charter school in Michigan 
She also has pushed for 
providing low-income fam 
ilies with publicly funded 
vouchers to enable them to 
send their kids to private 
and religious schools of 
their choice 

Randi Weingarten, 
president of the American 

Federation of Teachers, 
said De Vos has an obvi- 
ous antipathy to public 
schools and has “fought 
against any regulation that 
protected against cronyism 
and corruption.” 
De Vos supporters coun- 

ter that injecting healthy 
competition into the public 
school system will be to 
everyone's benefit. “The 
ability to shop around for 
education options that 
work best for your child is 
really key here,” said Mary 
Clare Reim, a research as- 
sociate with the conserva- 
tive Heritage Foundation 
Labor unions and civil 

rights groups also question 
whether De Vos’ traditional 
beliefs may prevent her 
from championing the 
interests of LGBT students 
and other minorities 

De Vos has donated to 
a number of conservative 
groups, including Focus 
on the Family. which calls 
homosexuality a “sin” and 
supports “sexual orienta- 
tion change efforts.” Her 
record prompted five open 
ly gay senators to write to 
the committee saying she’s 
repeatedly tried to under 
mine LGBT nights 

But Greg McNeilly. a 
long-time aide to De Vos 
said De Vos supports same 
sex marriage and last do 
nated to Focus on the Fam 
ily many years ago, when 
the group was involved 
in character-building for 
children and “absolutely 
never” supported conver 
sion therapy. McNeilly 1s 

gay 

Death penalty bill introduced in Washington state 
By Rachel La Corte 

Associated Press 

OLYMPIA, Wash. — 
Gov. Jay Inslee and Attor- 

rium on capital punishment 
in 2014, but repeal bills 

Ted S. Warren/Associated Press 

R-University Place, right, talks to reporters 
egisiative Building at the Capitol in Olympia, 

, who is the vice-chair of the Senate Law & Justice 
said ’ 

in Washington state 

demned to death. As long as “because the evidence is 
the moratorium is in place absolutely clear” 

“Death penalty sentences 
remain in prison rather than are unequally applied in the 

. state of Washington, they 
are frequently overturned 

issue, but said he ultimately he said. “I could not in good 
conscience allow executions 

ER 

to continue under my watch 
as governor under these 
conditions.” 
McKenna said that death 

penalty appeals are so 
lengthy that “this is a system 
in which justice is delayed 

and delayed to a point where 
the system is broken 

“It isn’t working any 
more,” he said. “It is ime to 
move on.” 
The proposed bills, 

sponsored by Miloscia in 
the Senate and Orwall in 
the House, would remove 
capital punishment as a 
sentencing option for aggra 
vated murder and mandates 
instead a sentence of life in 
prison without possibility of 
parole. The law, however. 
would not be retroactive, 
meaning the sentences of 
Elmore and seven other 
inmates sentenced to death 
would not change. However, 
as long as the moratorium is 
in place, Elmore and the oth- 
ers would remain at the state 
prison in Walla Walla. 

There have been 78 in- 
mates, all men, put to death 

inch When it ¢ 

in Washington state since 
1904. The last execution in 
the state came in September 
2010, when Cal Coburn 
Brown died by lethal injec 
tion for the 1991 murder of 
a Seattle-area woman. After 
spending nearly 17 years on 
death row, he was the first 
Washington inmate executed 
since 2001 

tax-cut ideas may have to 
be set aside for a few years 
until the state’s financial 

enue is running $8.8 million 
behind projections for the 
fiscal year. 

After Indiana Republicans 
cut income, corporate and 

taxes, the state 
developed a $300 million 
budget gap. GOP lawmak- 
ers are now pushing a plan 
to raise gasoline taxes and 
adopt a new registration fee 
for motorists to help pay for 
road improvements. Critics 
say the effort is simply shift- 
ing the tax burden from the 
wealthy to everyone else 

“This is going to be the 
first session | remember 

| coming into that the Repub- 
licans are advocating for tax 
increases,” said Senate Mi- 
nority Leader Tim Lanane, 
a Democrat. “At the same 
time, we're continuing to 
give tax breaks to corpora 
tions and businesses. How 
are they going to explain 
that” 

In Kansas, lawmakers 
have struggled to bal- 
ance the budget since they 

| slashed personal income 
taxes in 2012 and 2013 at 
the urging of Republican 
Gov. Sam Brownback. The 
state has faced economic 
pressures related to a decline 
in agriculture and oil prices 
but the broad-based tax cuts 
are viewed largely as an un 
successful effort to stimulate 
the economy 
Lawmakers are now 

debating their third tax 
increase since the cuts were 
passed. with the state facing 
projected shortfalls of $1.1 
billion through June 2019 
The Brownback administra 
tion has proposed higher 
taxes on certain business 
owners, cigarettes, beer and 
liquor. Other plans include 
diverting highway money 
to general government 
programs, scaling back 
contributions to the pension 
program for public employ 
ees and liquidating a $317 
million investment fund 
Brownback 's budget 

director. Shawn Sullivan 
warned of dire consequenc 
es if the proposals are not 
approved 

“You're left with huge tax 
increases or huge (budget) 
cuts.” Sullivan said. “Even 
the mix between the two 1s 

huge 

BupGer 

state revenues include a 

gas-tax increase, taxing 
online sales by out-of-state 
retailers and restoring taxes 
on food. A wide array of tax 
incentives and loopholes are 
under review for possible 
repeal 

THE ECONOMY 

Efforts are underway to 

create a statewide minimum 
wage that would exceed the 
federal minimum wage. The 
Albuquerque area. Santa 
Fe and Las Cruces already 
have minimum hourly pay 

requirements 
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John 2:1 (ESV) 
My little children, | am writing these things 

to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
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By Martin 
Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 
International Monetary 
Fund on Monday raised 
its forecast for the U.S 
economy over the next two 
years, saying President- 
elect Denald Trump's poli- 
cies should boost econom- 
ic growth, particularly in 
2018. But officials warned 
that if Trump's protection- 
ist trade proposals set off 
a trade war, that could be 
quite destructive” for the 

global economy 
I'he IMF also increased 

2017 growth projections 
for a number of other 
countries including China 
‘Germany, Japan and Brit 
\ain, but warned that the 
zlobal economy faced a 
‘number of downside risks 
from nsing protectionism 

10 a Jump In interest rates 
The 189-nation global 

lending agency's latest 
economic outlook took 
note of the sigmhcant 

impact Trump's election 
has alr 

boost to | 

ar. The ne 

*ady had in giving a 
S stock prices 

nterest rates and the dol 

w outlook puts 

S economic growth at 

1t this year and Spercer 

S percer 

uld t 

nt fron 
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IMF 
n October. betor 
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d his 

2018 That 

1Mpros 
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A percent 
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In contrast. the World 

Bank last week lett ats US 

forecast unchanged at 2.2 

cereent growth in 2017 

> | percent for 2018 

UN chief: 

Consider 

sanctions on 

those 

thwarting 
Mali peace 

By Edith M. Lederer 

the "nel 

I Monday that 

implementing 

Ileal between 

rmment and rebe 

ps remains too "WW 

I'he peace proces 

noire he sand 

Notwithstanding sone 

ide over the 

N the 

online 

wm key interim 

thus stalling the 
stor all other provi 

rres sand that 

enewed fighting 

nernment 

ed militia Known as the 

wm and a coalition of 

seeking autonomy 

northern Mah that 

ethnic Arabs and 

Tuaregs. key provisions 

f the agreement have not 

been put in place. He cited 
the farlure to establish 
nterim authorities and 
mined patrols as well as 
the postponement of a 

sational reconciliation 
comference scheduled for 

December 
The Tuareg rebellion in 

Malis far north has been 
a source of conflict for 
decades with the govern- 

tween a geo 

for US, cites Trump in 
arguing that there was too 
much inty over the 
fate of Trump's proposals 
to incorporate them in a 
forecast. 

But IMF Chief Econo- 
mist Maurice Obstfeld 
told reporters at a briefing 
Monday that he viewed 
the IMF's upgrade for the 
United States as a moder- 
ate increase that took into 
account the U.S. election 
results 
“We now have the presi- 

dency and the legislative 
branch in the same hands. 
It seems very clear to us 
that some ofthe promises 
will be delivered on,” Ob- 
stfeld said. “We know the 
direction of policies. We 
don’t know the specifics.” 
He said that the IMF 

had chosen not to incor- 
porate Trump's threats of 
imposing higher tariffs on 
countries such as China 
and Mexico if their trade 
policies do not change 
because of a belief “that at 
the end of the day, coun 
tries will realize these are 
not in their best interests 
given the threat of retalia 
tion The outbreak of a 
trade war would be quite 
destructive’ 

For the overall global 
economy, the IMF left its 
projections unchanged 
growth of 3.4 percent for 
this vear and 3.6 percent 
for 2018. both up from 3.1 
percent growth in 2016. a 
vear when global growth 
slowed to its weakest per 
formance since the 2008 
2009 financial crisis 

But the IMF saw better 
prospects in a number 
f countries including 
Germany, Japan. Spain 
and Britain. thanks in part 

a rebound in growth in 
nany parts of the world in 

the second half of last year 
hat provided momentum 
going nto 20 

The global economic 

indscape started to shift in 

the second half of 2016 

Obstfeld said. helped by a 
rebound in manufacturing 
activity in many countries 
ind the financial market 
rally that started with 

Irump’s November elec 

ton victory 

But Obstfeld said there 

US, Cuban Interior 

Ministry sign 
law-enforcement deal 

By Michael 
Weissenstein 

HAVANA I'he 

Obama admimistration and 

Cuba's Interior Ministr 

have agreed to share in 

formation on international 
rminal activity such as 

terrorism, human trathek 

ng and money laundenng 

lespite Republican objec 
nons to US law-enforce 

ment cooperation watt 

President Raul Castro 

crnment 

I'he State | department 

igned the memoran 

lum of understanding 

Monday with the Cuban 

Interior Mimistry. which 
responsible tor internal 

ccurity in Cuba, including 
crackdowns on political 
lissidents 

I'he signing in Havana 
was closed to the press 
but the State Department 
“ard it was witnessed by 

President Barack Obama 

point man on normaliza 
tion with Cuba. Deputy 
National Secunty Adviser 

Ben Rhodes 

In the wake of Donald 
Trump's presidential elec 
tion victory, the Cuban 

government has launched 
a last-minute rush of deals 
with the Obama adminis 
tration and U.S. businesses 
in an attempt to build as 
much momentum as pos 
sible behind normaliza 
tion before Obama leaves 
office 

Trump has promised 
to re-evaluate Obama's 
agreements with Cuba 
and cancel those that he 
doesn’t believe serve U.S 
mterests 

Trump has named 
several anti-Castro Cuban- 
Americans to his transition 
team. 

While 
spoken 

have not 
ly since join- 

was a wider than usual 
range of upside and down- 
side risks in part because 
of the uncertainty 
much of Trump's program 
will win 

and what the 
spillover effects will be for 
the rest of the world. 
While Trump's election 

victory boosted economic 

T
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over how 

prospects in the United 
States, the impact has been 
uneven for the rest of the 
world. Some countries 
could see stronger growth 
from the increase in activ- 
ity in the United States, the 
world’s largest economy, 
but some emerging market 
countries may face chal- 
lenges as global interest 
rates rise. 
The new outlook boosted 

the growth forecast for 
China, the world’s sec- 
ond largest economy, by 
0.3 perceatage point to 
6.5 percent this year. The 

Press 

| A worker removes expired food in a local supermarket Monday, in Brussels. The E Court of 
| Auditors has chided the European Union's executive branch in a report, Waste,” 
| that decries the bloc's lack of effort in reducing the food waste, estimating the EU wastes 88 million IMF expects the Chinese 

government to providing 
further stimulus to the 
economy 

The outlook also boosted 
2017 growth projections 
for Germany, Japan, Spain 
and Britain to reflect stron 
ger-than-expected perfor 
mances in the second half 
of last year. At the same 
time. the IMF lowered its 
forecasts for Italy, South 
Korea, India and Brazil, 
reflecting disappointing 
performances in the last 

half of 2016 
The IMF said that 

growth prospects in Latin 
America were being hurt 
by nsing uncertainty about 
the outlook in Mexico, 
given Trump's statements 
overhauling trade relations 
between the United States 
and Mexico. about The 
IMF slashed its growth 
projections for Mexico 
by 0.6 percentage point 
in both 2017 and 2018 to 
1.7 percent this year and 2 
percent next year 

Obstfeld said that among 
the risks facing the global 

tons of food per year. 

88 million tons a 

year: Auditors decry 
EU food waste 

By Raf Casert 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS The 
sheer waste of food had 

been bothering teachei 
Marijke De Jongh for so 

long that two years ago she 
set up a pop-up restaurant 

to serve perfectly good 
groceries and meat that 
were approaching their 
expiry date 

With her Rekub team, 
she foilowed it up with an 
app that brings thousands 
of consumers to retail 
shops were they can buy 
food closing in on its sell- 
by date 

small group of conscien- 
tious consumers are no 
match for the masses that 
still waste food from farm 
to fork 

The European Court 
of Auditors on Tuesday 
chided the European 
Union's executive branch 
in a report, “Combating 
Food Waste," that decried 
the bloc’s lack of effort in 
reducing the food waste 
It estimated the EU wastes 
88 million tons of food a 
year for a population of 
510 million. 
“The Commission is not 

combating the food waste 
effectively,” said ECA 
member Bettina Jakobsen, 

and inspiration being used 
to tackle the problem. 
The report said more 

efforts should be made all 
along the food chain and 
special precautions should 
be taken when setting farm 
policy to make sure that 
less produce is discarded 
An EU study, however, 
shows about half that waste 
can still be tied to house- 
holds, not policy. 
The ECA also recom- 

mended making food 
donations easier, since they 
are still mired in legal and 
tax issues that sometimes 
become a disincentive for 
food producers to give 
food away. It said with 
better EU regulations that 
could be turned around. 

At the same time, De 
Jongh continues to try to 
make a difference at a local 
level in Antwerp, northern 
Belgium. After her pop-up 
experiment in 2015, she 
is planning a permanent 
Rekub eatery now. 
“We have to keep this 

moving and put it on ev- 
eryone’s radar,” she said. 

economy at the moment 
were “higher popular 
antipathy toward trade. im 
migration and multilateral 
engagement” among voters 
in the U.S. and Europe 

Still, the efforts of a noting a lack of strategy 

MIDLAND JUNIOR 
BASEBALL ASSOCIATION 

Obama's 

intelligence 
with Cuban state security 

has generated particularly 
heated criticism from Re 
publican former diplomats 
ind Cuban-American 
members of Congress 

I'he memorandum 
signed Monday commits 
the U.S. and Cuba to shar 

ing information, carrying 

ut joint investigations 

ing the transition 

pledge to share 

ind possibly stationing 
law-enforcement officials 

in each other's countries 

It was signed by Jeffrey 

Delaurentis. chief of mis 

ston at the U.S. Embassy 
in Havana, and Vice Adm 

Julio Cesar Gandarilla, the 

newly appointed Cuban 
intenor mimster 

I'he Obama adminis 

tration says it is in both 

countries’ interests to fight 

international crime like 

human smuggling. drug 
trafficking and child sexual 
abuse 
“The goals of the Presi 

dent's Cuba policy have 
been simple: to help the 
Cuban people achieve a 
better future for themselves 

and to advance the inter 

ests of the United States 

the National Security 

Council said in a written 
statement. “While signifi 
cant differences between 
our governments continue, 
the progress of the last two 
years reminds the world of 
what is possible when we 
are defined not by the past 
but by the future we can 
build together.” 
On Thursday, the Obama 

administration ended a 
year of negotiations with 
the Cuban government by 
ending a 21-year-old “wet 
foot, dry foot” immigration 
policy that allowed any 
Cuban who made it to U.S. 
soil to stay and become a 
legal resident. 
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System that masks school’s effectiveness is waste of time 

xas’ preliminary A-F ratings were 
released Jan. 6, ahead of the conven- 
ing of the 85th Texas legislative 

session on Jan. 10. The ratings offer a 
glimpse into how districts would have per- 
formed in the 2015-16 school year under 
current legislation that requires school and 
district 
based on 2016-17 school data. 

ratings to be made public in 2018 

Education is a fiercely personal issue 

in Texas. The vast majority of Texans, 
no matter where they grew up, attended 
public schools at one point or another, so 
we all think we know how well schools 
are doing. But times are changing. The 
truth about the quality of our schools is a 

mystery to most, but shouldn't be 
An A-F accountability system would 

transition the state from a system that 
rates campuses “met standard” or “im- 
provement required.” Under the current 
system, 93.7 percent of campuses were 

+ labeled as “met standard,” while only 
5.5 percent were labeled “improvement 
required.” A number of superintendents 
and school boards have publicly opposed 
the A-F accountability system 

Hearing that your local schools aren't 
as good as you thought they were isn’t 
pleasant in the short run. But glossing 
over opportunities for improvement in the 

long run is tantamount to abuse. It's our 

HANNA'S HOMEWORK 

Hanna Walker, senior at Early College High School at Midland College. sits for a photo Thursday She plans to 
math teacher 

~ 
Tim Fischer/Reporter- Telegram 

ntinue her education to become a 

More MISD students seek dual credit 
By Simone Jasper 

sjasper@mrt.com 

High school senior Hanna Walker 
doesn’t mind being the youngest student in 
some of her classes. For her, the experience 
will be worthwhile when she eamns both 
a high school diploma and an associate 
degree this spring 

“It’s one of the best feelings to be in a 
college class with 18- and 19-year-olds 
when you're 17." Walker said. “It's an 
amazing feeling to graduate with an associ- 
ate degree ahead of my peers.” 

Walker, who attends Early College High 
School at Midland College (ECHS), is one 
of an increasing number of high school 
students taking dual-credit courses at the 
college. MC administrators said the options 
help students reach higher education goals 
and strengthen the relationship between the 
college and Midland ISD 
Through dual enroliment, high school 

students take courses that allow them to 
earn both high school and college credit for 
free. MISD students can choose traditional 
dual credit or other options, including 
ECHS, Advanced Placement (AP) and 
carly admissions. 
The dual-credit options at MC have 

expanded from choices available in the 
1980s, when MC became one of the first 
institutions in the state to have the offering 
Executive Vice President Richard Jolly said 
dual credit doesn't fit every student, but it's 

a route parents should consider 
“Each student and each family needs to 

be educated, informed and knowledgeable 
not only about the options but what's best 
for their child.” he said 

Dual-credit students constitute about 20 
percent of overall enrollment at MC. ac 
cording to Jolly. And 32 percent of students 
enrolled in dual-credit courses in 2013 
2014 later returned as full-time students 
at the college for at least one semester 
according to MC Institutional Research 

William Feeler, dean of Fine Arts and 
Communications and Dual Credit. said the 
options help high school students think 
about pursuing further education 

“Dual-credit students on high school 
campuses gain a new seriousness about 
high school education,” Feeler said. “It 
used as recruitment for students who 
might not be interested in going to college 
They're going for bachelor’s or master’s 
degrees.” 

After years of decline in dual-credit 
enrollment, the number of students enrolled 
in 2015-2016 increased from the previous 
academic year, according to MC Institu 
tional Research. The number of dual-credit 
students increased again this academic 
year, reaching 1,233 

In fall 2015, more than 133,000 Texas 
high school students were enrolled in dual 
credit courses, a jump from about 42,000 
students a decade earlier, according to 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board data. 

Texas A-F 
By Julie Chang 

and B. Taboada 

Critics of the new A-F grading system 
for Texas schools have long wamed that the 
state’s letter grades would give an unde- 
served boost to charter schools. 
An 

BW ANALYSIS 

already had been in place. Under the exist- 
ing accountability system, charter schools 
that year were slightly more likely to have at 

But traditional schools — not charters — 
were more likely to fail under the new letter 
grades, even though data from the same year 

Just as defenders of traditional public 

sory emboldened who 
support choice — a blerket term for 

At MC, Feeler said one factor contnbut 

ing to higher enrollment 1s the populanty 
of ECHS. which started in 2009. The high 
school 1s designed <o low-income. at-risk 
and other underrepresented students can 
eam a high school diploma and an associ 
ate degree in four years 

About 96 percent of 2016 ECHS gradu 
ates earned associate degrees. according to 
Principal Renee Aldnn. She expects more 
teenagers will apply to the school in the 
tuture 

“The word 1s out that our students are 
successful and they have diplomas and as 

sociate degrees.” Aldnn said 
The ECHS model was appealing to 

Walker, who chose to forgo extracurncular 
activities and time with friends to study at 
the academically focused high school 

I'm a first-generation college student 
Walker said. “This school pays for ev 
erything. It would be hard for me to get a 
college education’ 

Walker is working toward an associate of 
science degree and wants to become a math 
teacher. After graduation, she plans to start 
as a junior at Sul Ross State University at 

MC 
I'm so impressed with these kids, 

school counselor Terre Amett said. “They 
come in as freshmen, and we build them tc 
be structured. When | was 14, | wasn't pre 
pared for it. That's why I call it academic 
boot camp 

Please see DUAL CREDIT/2B 

efforts to use public dollars to pay for alter- 
natives to traditional public schools 

“Public education is at a crossroads. There 
are active people trying to truly dismantle 
the public education system in order to en- 
courage privatization of our public schools, 
therefore incorporate charters or vouchers. 
Do 1 think it's part of a larger dynamic of 
harming our public schools? Definitely,” 
said state Rep. Mary Gonzélez, D-Socorro, 
who has proposed legislation to repeal the 
A-F system. 
Th2 letter grades released this month are 

a snapshot to give schools and the rblic a 
taste of how the new A-F system will work 
when it's finalized next year. The letter 
grades aren't punitive or officia’, and the 

responsibility at the state level to protect 
our children, and any system that masks 
the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of a 
school, such as the one proposed by many 
superintendents, is a waste of time 

District leaders have their own interests 
at heart, which is why they are intention 
ally painting an incomplete and incorrect 
picture of A-F. That's why we created 
TruthonA-F.com: to provide parents and 
communities the information they need to 
make informed decisions about a system 
that is being disparage for adult reasons 
at the expense of student outcomes 
To learn more about Texas’ A-F system 

visit our new website at TruthonA-F.com 

JENNIFER 
SEYBERT 

Abell Junior 
High School 

Look at level 
when discussing 
how to improve 

student 
performance 

n the last few weeks. the big news 

| education circles 1s the new ac 

countability ratings. We are prepanng 

now for an A-F rating system in 201% 

I have read article after article about 

the nonsense of how these ratings wert 

established | am sure that the majonty 

stakeholders are also aware of these nev 

ratings and are just as cunous as | was 

to see how our local schools tared Ar 

werwhelmingly. our hittle spot in Texa 

fidn’t do well at all Butt wasn't ju 

Midland ISD Schools that were tradit 

ally considered to be “top-notct 

troubles in the new system 

The Texas Education Agenc 

leased last week a hist of schox 

nominated for the National Blue Ribh 

award: the best of the best shox 

Texas. And. surpnsingly multp 

n that hist had re 

fact. 14 of the 26 sch a 

C or D This just shines ar bright 

light on the flawed systen 

But. this rating syvster 

flawed system in education W he 

system was released. my hnst thought 

was: “Wow. this new accountability rat 

system for schools 1s exactly what w 

to children every. single day 

And. not just children. but 

children. 5- and 6-vear-olds We grade 

wr students dav in and day out wit 

nuch more than a thought t 

doing to our youngest learmers So. p 

teel tree to be outraged at the new schox 

rating system But please also be outrag 

it the grades we slap or r stud 

every day 

It might seem petty. and it 

that | am delusional. but | pron 

am not | am a practitioner | work 

with students. teachers and parents 

you have sat with a crying mom wt 

looking at her hrst-grader port Ca 

with an “F for reading. vou can't t 

understand what this does t 

How do you explain that a hrst- grad 

6-vear-old. “tailed reading © What dix 

that even mean 

And. does that mean the sane 

every classroom Does it mean that th 

child can't read or can't memon zc 

words assigned for homework ’ Dox 
mean the child can’t sit sull dunng sma 

group’ Does it mean the child 1s stil 

nonverbal? Does it mean that homework 

1s rarely completed” What does anf 

mean’ 
When searching for the meaning 

our newest school ratings. let's also ha 
a conversation about the ratings we give 

our students because there 1s most det 

nitely a connection between the two 
I understand that grades are important 

for high school students and college 
applications, top 10, scholarships. etc | 
have now worked at all levels of 

Please see SEYBERT/2B 

school grades give boost to charters 
accountability ratings released in August 
still stand 
While many charter schools aren't op 

posing the A-F system, traditional public 
schools for months have complained that 
the plan should be repealed, arguing that the 
letter grades provide little 
meaningful information to guide student 
leaming and are meant to make traditional 
public schools look bad 

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who has named 
passing school choice legislation one of his 
top priorities during the legi<lative session, 
said Wednesday that the A-I- system is here 
to stay and this month's grades show why 
school choice is so important. 

4 
Please see CHARTERS 2B 

» 



| By W. Gardner Sel 
"Austin American-Statesman 

© Greg Abbott ran for 
[ calling for Texas to 
Qetach the cot 

for the state's 15 e 
or charter schools faring the 
worst for two straight years 
on the state’s academic ac- 
[S ility system. Abbott 
said the leader of each new 

district for three years before 

tended to create a swift, au- 
tomatic process under which 
the very worst schools 
would be removed from the 
control of their local school 
districts each year and 
placed under management 
of the ASD, which special- 
izes in the task of improving 
failing schools.” 

So. has this happened? 
A version of the special 

districts was folded into 
legislation during the 2015 
legislative session, Abbott's 
first as governor, but didn’t 
make it into law. Still, a 
related idea did take hold 

Lonnie Hollingsworth of 
the Texas Classroom Teach- 
ers Association told us that 
a measure by Sen. Royce 
West. D-Dallas. included 
language providing for an 
academically lagging school 
to be overseen by a new 
special district 

The Senate-approved 
version of West's Senate 
Bill 669 provided for the 
establishment of Texas Op 
portunity Districts at certain 
low-performing campuses 
According to a Senate 
Research Center summary, 
the legislation held that 
a campus found low- 

performing for two straight 
veans could be shifted from 

CHARTERS 
From 1B 

We will not repeal A 
10 F. We finally have an 
accountability system, and. 
boy. are they running for the 
hills.” Patrick said during an 
event hosted by the right- 
leaning Texas Public Policy 
Foundation think tank 

The A-F system. passed 
by the Legislature in 2015, 
1s based largely — SS 
percent — on state standard 
ized test performance. The 
lexas Education Agency 
is expected to make some 
tweaks to the system before 
it’s put into official use. but 
1s 1t stands now. schools and 
districts are graded in four 
areas 

® How students perform 
on the State of Texas As- 
sessments of Academic 
Readiness 
® How students improve 

on the STAAR year over 
year 
® How well students are 

prepared for careers and col 
lege after high school 
® How campuses and 

school districts close perfor 
mance gaps between low- 
income and higher-income 
students 

At least 16 other states 
have adopted similar letter 
grade rating systems, but 
there's been considerable 
pushback from Texas school 
districts. At least 150 school 
districts, including Aus- 
tin, Bastrop and Dripping 
Springs, have passed resolu- 
tions calling on lawmakers 
to trash the letter grade 
rating system 

It’s not clear why charter 
schools did better under the 

{nna ha te hat TERE 

Roll for 
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the oversight of a school 
district to by 
anew district 

approval in May 2015, but 
House members didn’t give 
it a hearing, according to 

26, 2015, senators made 
a late run at placing the 
essence of West's plan into 
House Bill 1842 — with the 
proposed districts awkward- 
ly dubbed State Turnaround 
Districts (STDs). Yet the 

make it into the final version 
of HB 1842 signed into law 
by Abbott. 

So, what did work out? 
HB 1842 set in motion 

some new deadlines for 
districts to improve failing 
schools, including allowing 
the commissioner to install 
a board of managers to | 
replace district leaders who | 
fail to fix underperforming 
campuses. After two years 
of academically unaccept- 
able ratings, districts must 
develop reform plans with 
input from parents and other 
community members. 

Under the law. after 
three years of academically 
unacceptable ratings, the 
commissioner can approve a 
plan to fix the school, install 
new school or district lead- 
ership or close the school. 
After five years of unaccept- 
able ratings, the commis- 
sioner must either install 
new district management or 
close the school. 
We rate this Abbott prom- 

ise a Compromise. 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

advisory ratings 
‘We're encouraged by 

the fact that there are fewer 
campuses compared to tradi- 
tional ISDs at the D or F 
level.” Dunn said. “But step- 
ping back. bigger picture, 
none of us can be terribly 
pleased with the results 
This rating system shows 
that the education system in | 
Texas — writ large, whether 
you're in a charter or in a 
traditional school district. 
there's a lot of room for 
improvement, and we've all 
got a lot of work to do.” 
IDEA charter school cam- 

puses in Austin did fairly 
well. achieving two A's and 
no failing grades. Executive 
Director Larkin Tackett said 
that while the new system 
might be imperfect. it meets 
the bar for how all decisions 
should be made, which is by 
determining what is best for 
students and their families 
The state's results track with 
IDEA’s internal benchmark- 
ing, he said 

“This is telling us we can 
do better and we need to 
develop better strategies, not 
that the system is rigged or 
is so bad that we're going to 
ignore it.” Tackett said 
The charter KIPP Austin 

Public Schools for years 
had strong marks under the 
state's systems, but didn't 
fare as well under A-F. 
receiving eight unacceptable | 
grades at its nine schools | 
But Executive Director 
Steven Epstein said overall, 
KIPP welcomes such 
measures that help provide 
accountability and transpar- 
ency to the public 

“Communities and fami- 
lies deserve to have as much 
information as possible 
to make the best possible 
choices for their students’ 

as well as other indicators to 
inform our work and accom- 

students to and through 
college. 

Distributed by Tribune 
Gontent Agency 

gherty plans 
tend Southwestern Univer- 
sity and major in biology. 

LER J 

Lee High School senior 
Sarah has been 

honored 
by the 
Midland 
Down- 
town Li- 
ons Club. 
She is-the 

of Kim 
Weaver. 
She is 

amem- 
ber of the National Honor 
Society, Spanish Honor 
Society, orchestra and is 
Guide Club treasurer. She 
is a recipient of the Rens- 
selaer Award. 

MC to offer pharmacy 
technician course 

The Midland 
Health Sciences Continuing 
Education t will 
be offering tech- 
nician training beginning 
Feb. 13. The course will 
prepare students to enter 
the field and take 
the Technician 
Certification Board exam, 
said Wendy Wood-Collins, 
director of MC's Health 
Sciences Continuing Educa- 
tion department. 

Classes will be 6-9:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednes- 
days for six weeks begin- 
ning Feb. 13 at Advanced 
Technology Center, 3200 
W. Cuthbert Ave. 

available. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.midland. 

'DuAL CREDIT 
FromlB 

The ECHS model hasn't 
only made a difference for 
MISD. The students tend 
to outperform others in MC 
classes, Jolly said 

“The difference with 
Early College High School 
is supportive rigor.” Jolly 
said. “They're coming eight 
hours a day. When they're 
not in college, they're back 
in the high school wing in 
study hall or the library” 

For MISD students 
attending traditional high 
schools, MC partners with 
the school district to offer 
classes that meet the col- 
lege's academic standards 
The dual-credit courses are 
taught at Lee and Midland 
high schools by professors 
or teachers 

Feeler said students have 
expressed interest in the 
option. but schools some- 
times can't provide enough 
classes to fill the demand. 
“The legislature is want- 

ing to open dual credit more 
to high school instruction,” 
Feeler said. “The issue is 
high school instructors have 
to be qualified in order to 
teach dual credit.” 

SEYBERT 
FromIB 

| education — from pre-K through 
| graduate-level courses, so | get that 
grades are necessary sometimes. | also 
understand that grades are one way to 
measure performance and are some- 

what of a necessity in schools 
ha 6 De ACODER, 2 3 aces 
help to give structure for that. But 
what worries me is that we are 
students based on inconsistent 
and labeling them before they even 
have the opportunity to grow. 

By giving a first-grader an “F" for 
or math, we are selecting that 

child as a high school 
9 times out of 10. By lining up “A” 
honor roll students 

success. This “honor 
is no different than the 

out lists of grades for all 
schools. 

our “imperfections” are 
across the state, it causes 

fag football captain. 
Church and participates in 
Young Life. 
Sparks plans to attend 

University of Oklahoma or 
Texas A&M University to 
study business. 

LE RJ 

Midland Christian 
School senior Parker Le- 
Roy has been honored by 
the Midland Downtown Li- 
ons Club. He is the son of 
Bethany and Dan LeRoy. 
He is a choir president, 

is a member of the speech 
team and participates in 
theater. He has received an 
Abilene Christian Univer- 

Heis a 
member of 
National 
Honor 

Tidwell to attend 
University of Texas of the 

EDUCATIONBRIEFS 
FROM STAFF REPORTS 

eduwhsce or call 681-6354. credit by examination 

GISDtooffer ens us sore min 
credit-by-exam tests Friday is the deadline to 

register for the exams. For 
Greenwood High School ~~ more information, contact 

will be offering credit by the school counselor. 

without prior instruction, PBAF has new online 
from 8 a.m.-noon March 
1-2. Tests will be admin- 
istered on the student’s 
campus. 
To be eligible to take the 

test with prior instruction, 
students must have received 
a grade of at least 60 in the 
course. To receive credit, 
the student must score a 
minimum grade of 70. 
To be eligible to earn 

When teachers aren't 
available, MC has online 
and on-campus dual-credit 
classes for students at- 
tending MISD and other 
local schools. Students at 
Midland Christian School, 
Midland Classical Acad- 
emy, Premier High School, 
Richard Milburn Academy 
and Trinity School have en- 
rolled, according to Feeler 

Feeler said the students 
perform at about the same 
level as others at MC. He 
said offering dual credit 
for career and technical 
fields has helped strengthen 
relationships with MISD 
schools. 
“The faculty working 

with Early College High 
School students on campus 
and instructors and high 
school students on (MISD) 
campuses form the seam- 
less relationship we have,” 
Feeler said. 
MC works less directly 

with Advanced Placement 
(AP), another option for 
high school students seek- 
ng college credit. Through 
AP, students take college- 
level coursework that cumu- 
lates in an exam. High AP 
exam scores transfer more 

doom and gloom. 

There 

grading 
systems 

at least 

state of 

scholarship application 

Permian Basin Area 
Foundation has launched 
Academic Works, an online 
scholarship application plat- 
form. Students and coun- 
selors can view eligibility, 
selection criteria and apply 
for scholarships online at 
the foundation's website, 

widely than traditional dual- 
credit courses, according 
to Judy Bridges, director of 
advanced academic services 
for MISD. 
“The main difference our 

students have noticed is 
within the state of Texas,” 
Bridges said. “Midland Col- 
lege dual credit transfers out 
to other state colleges and 
universities. With the AP 
exam, you have to get the 
right score of 3, 4 or 5. AP 
courses have the advantage 
if students are going to 
private schools or outside 
the state.” 

MISD offers pre-AP 
courses in junior and fresh- 
man high schools and AP 
courses at Lee, Midland and 
Early College high schools 
Students enrolled in AP 
courses receive credit at 
MC while learning at MISD 
campuses. 

Bridges said the dual- 
credit setup can influence 
exam scores. 

“It depends on how much 
students study,” Bridges 
said. “There's a disconnect 
with dual credit and AP for 
some classes. They think 
if they're going to school 
within Texas, it’s already 

It causes teachers 
. This is no differ- 

To be eligible, students 
must maintain a GPA of at 
least 3.5. 

LER J 

CLEMSON, S.C. — 
Midlander Mary E. Ja- 
nousek recently graduated 
from Clemson University. 
She received a master of 

science in youth develop- 
ment leadership. 

LEE J 

SEARCY, Ark. — Mid- 
lander Bailey Warpula has 
been named to the Dean's 
List for the fall semester at 
Harding University. 
To be eligible, students 

must maintain a GPA of at 
least 3.65. 

The foundation will 
accept only applications 

received by the foundation 
no later than March 31, un- 
less otherwise specified. 
To learn more about 

scholarships, grants, and the 
philanthropic work of do- 
nors partnering with Perm- 
ian Basin Area Foundation, 
visit www.pbaf.org or call 
617.3213. 

accepted. They find it’s hard 
to study for the AP exam.” 

Despite some apathy to- 
ward the exam, Bridges said 
interest in AP classes has 
remained steady, with 44 
classes offered between Lee 
and Midland high schools. 

But another dual-credit 
choice at MC is losing pop- 
ularity, according to Jolly. 
He said fewer high school 
students have opted for 
carly admissions recently. 
“They can come out here 

for classes,” Jolly said 
“Some students do that — 
they used to do it more. We 
have summer school and 
winter and spring interim 
classes, when students 
take one course over three 
weeks.” 
Three decades after the 

first dual-credit classes at 
MC, Jolly said local high 
school students have influ- 
enced the college. 

“They changed us as a 
college, and we changed 
the community,” Jolly said 
“We're supposed to affect 
and effect the community 
we serve. We had to adapt 
and adjust where we teach it 
and how we teach it.” 

Conversations within PLCs can help 

vention ideas for students, 
brainstorming for new and innovative 
methods and techniques and col- 
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i By Samantha Schmidt 
at — The Washington Post A 
e. We \ 

and Before Daliyah Marie Arana was even ia 
nm born, her parents say, she was learning o 
S how to read y : 

three While she was pregnant with Daliyah, il 

her mother would read books to her other 
r the young children on a daily basis. When ig 
's at Daliyah was an infant, she would hear her Li 

igh sider brother reading chapters of books mio the 
influ- out loud in their Gainesville, Georgia, Hey 

home. And by the time she was about video. SI 

as a 18 months old, she was recognizing the 10 tei 
ped words in the books hes mother read her A ng 

/ said She wanted to take over and do the fren 10 hoak 
fect reading on her own,” her mother, Haleema the ditt. 
nity Arana, said in an interview with The She 

Washington Post. “It kind of took off from retaim so my 
each it there. The more words she learned, the Daliyah 

more she wanted to read.” comprehension has 

So it was no surprise when, at 2 years from her bilingual hon 
and 11 months — the age that most chil- Miguel Arana. 1s Mex 

dren barely understand the concept that Washington Post speaks to Dahiyah in Sy Alt 

text carries a message — Daliyah read her the 4-year-old cannot vet speak th 

n help first book on her own Dr. Carla Hayden, the 14th Librarian of Congress, gave Daliyah Mane Arana a tour recently. giving guage fluently. she can understand n 
inter- Now 4 years old, Daliyah has read more the 4-year-old a chance to shadow her as “librarian for the day words and hopes to work tow ny learnir 

ents, than 1,000 books and has managed to “She just kept saying how the Library hopes to “help the teacher teach the other how to read in Spanish. her parents said 

ative read certain college-level texts. And the of Congress is her most favorite, favorite, kids how to read.” her mother said The avid reader has already gained 

3 pre schooler’s skilled reading and passion favorite library in the whole wide world,” Her parents have never tested her exact recognition in her home town. serving as 
nust for literature impressed even the leader Arana said. reading level. but Daliyah is capable of librarian for a day” at the local library 

op this of the nation's library, Carla Hayden, the Of course, the young bookworm is reading books that her 10- and 12-year and even being asked to recite the famous 

ise 14th Librarian of Congress. On Wednes- no newcomer to libraries. As she told old siblings bring home trom school, and ‘I Have a Dream” speech at an upcoming 
on al- day. Hayden hosted Daliyah at the Library the Gainesville Times, Daliyah has her seeks help only when she gets stuck on a Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration 

with of Congress, giving the 4 old a own li card, and is a regular at her big word, Arana said. Her favorite writer Her mother decided to reach out to the 

chance to shadow her as “librarian for the local library, the Hall County Library in is Mo Willems — author of the “Pigeon Library of ( ongress to see if she could 

hen day.” Wearing her glasses, pink dress and ~~ Gainesville. ’ and Elephant” and “Piggie” series — and take her daughter's “librarian” experience 

etter matching pink bow, Daliyah walked the “I like to check out books every day.” she has a special interest in dinosaurs, to a new level. The library responded. 
think sprawling hallways of the world’s largest Daliyah said. “And I want to teach other her mother said. She can spit out numer- inviting the family to spend the day with 

j library and sat in on executive roundtable kids to read at an earl age. too,” Daliyah ous facts about dinosaurs and dreams of Hayden 
dual meetings — as any high-profile librarian told the Gainesville someday digging up dinosaur fossils as a As she toured the children’s section 

I" would do Through the 1,000 Books Before paleontologist. ( Yes, the 4-year-old knows of the library Wednesday, Daliyah read 

ades Hayden, who made history this Kindergarten program, Haleema Arana the definition of the word “paleontolo- books to Hayden and met other members 

. as she became the first woman and the got the idea to start counting the number gist") of the library staff. When they asked the 
ean first African American to run the nation’s of books Daliyah read. She was about To give her a challenge — and to cater 4-year-old librarian for recommendations. 

work library, tweeted photos of Daliyah’s visit 3 years old at the time, and had likely to her love of books — her mom gave her an idea immediately came to her mind. 
p each from the library's official account. One aiteady read about 1,000 books with the a college-level text, a speech called “The She suggested they install whiteboards in 
i". showed Hayden and in foi her mother. the year or so since, Pleasure of Books” by William L. : Phelps. the library hallways, so that children like 

isely in step, both their has met the ’s 1,000-book  Daliyah learned to read the her can practice writing on them. 
Behind their backs, with Daliyah goal, and sims to reach 1,500 by the time well, pronouncing words suc “They They said they would try to make that 

f Abell oy rb nt she enters kindergarten next fall, when she wl proc i oh happen.” her mother said. { 
~ { #

 



In this file photo dated Jan. 11, President-elect Donald Trump speaks during 
ence as president-elect, in New York. Did students mimic Donald Trump's 
his rivals with name calling, bullying and other questionable behavior in 

Did Donald Trump or the 
2016 election cause more 

bullying in schools? 
By Abbie Bennett 

The News & Observer (Raleigh, N.C.) 

Can ugly campaign rhetoric and elec 
toral bullying trickle down to students. 
leading to more bullying in schools? What 
about in North Carolina? 

That's what Politico tried to discover 
with data mined from a handful of school 
systems across the country. Did students 
mimic Donald Trump's aggressive attacks 
against his rivals with name calling, bul 
lying and other questionable behavior in 
their classrooms? 

Anecdotal reports of such behavior have 
been called the “Trump effect” by teacher 
unions, advocacy groups and opponents of 
the president-elect 

Politico requested bullying and harass 
ment reports from more than a dozen 
school systems, including the largest in the 
country and some in battleground states 
such as North Carolina where negative 
campaigning probably was at its height 
Wake County and six other districts had 

fulfilled Politico's request as of last week 
Milwaukee. Fairfax, Virginia.; Houston, 
Denver, Portland. Oregon: and Columbus 
City. Ohio 

In those districts, there was no signifi- 
cant spike in reported incidents of bully- 
ing or harassment, according to the data 
Politico collected 

I'he Education Department's Office for 
Civil Rights also provided data showing 
reports of racial harassment appear to be 
happening at about the same rate this fiscal 
car as in the previous few years 

Incidents of reported racial harassment 
n schools reached a peak of 404 in fiscal 

ar 2013 and have declined since then, 
weording to Politico's report. There were 

44 reported incidents in K-12 schools in 
hscal year 2016, according to the office 
There have been 53 incidents reported so 

ir in fiscal year 2017 (which started in 
October 

But Politico's 
1g data. including reports from the four 

t 

report sill was miss 

largest districts in the country: New York, 
Los Angeles, Chicago and Miami-Dade. 
According to Politico's report, New York, 
Los Angeles and Chicago are still working 
on the request for information. 
Miami-Dade refused to provide the data 

unless Politico paid $204 for it. No other 
system placed a fee on the information. 
When Politico requested the informa- 

tion from Philadelphia, the school system 
flatly refused to provide it, saying bullying 
and harassment statistics were not public 
information under Pennsylvania law. 

Politico also noted that the data in its 
report only included incidents of bullying 
and harassment that were reported, noting 
that many incidents probably go unre- 
ported 
“So it’s not necessarily a full picture 

of what's going on,” Politico said in its 
report. “But the numbers do provide a use- 
ful snapshot of bullying activity in K-12 
districts across the country.” 

Politico's data also only included reports 
through November. And there's anecdotal 
evidence that tension increased in schools 
during and after the election, Politico 
reported 
One incident that made headlines 

involved a black Minneapolis-area high 
school student who found racist graffiti in 
a school’s restrooms, along with phrases 
such as “Make America Great Again” 
and “Trump Train" alongside racial slurs, 
a teacher reported. Videos also surfaced 
that appeared to show students in different 
areas of the country promoting Trump's 
proposed wall at the Mexican border, or 
harassing students of Hispanic decent. 
An online survey by the Southern 

Poverty Law Center conducted in the days 
after the election showed that 80 percent of 
the more than 10,000 teachers, counselors 
and administrators who responded to the 
survey said that tensions had increased at 
their schools and that students were anx- 
ious about their futures 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 

Trump’s pick for education secretary 
could put school vouchers back on map 

By Joy Resmovits 
Los Angeles Times 

Fifteen years ago. a controversial ques 
tion about Amenca’s schools dominated 
wadlines. prompted ballot measures in van 

wis states and led wealthy philanthropists 
o dig deep into their pockets in the name of 
ducational reform 
Should government money pay for 

students to attend private — even religious 
schools? 

Betsy De Vos. Donald Trump's pick for 
ducation secretary, whose confirmation 

hearings begin today, was one of the biggest 
backers of the yes camp 

But after voters in some states gave 

vouchers a resounding no, the issue fizzled 
in all but a few, mostly conservative places 
De Vos’ nomination — and the president 

lect’s backing — could put vouchers back 
on the map in a major way 

De Vos, a Republican fundraiser from 
Michigan, has backed school vouchers 
across the country. And although Trump 
said little about education on the campaign 
trail, he did at one point suggest legislation 
to create a major school voucher program as 
one of his priorities for his first 100 days. 
The plan calls for $20 billion in federal 

money — combined with $110 billion 
from the states — to give the nation’s poor 

students $12,000 each toward private school 
tuition, provided enough funding is collect- 
ed, according to Trump's team. The tuition 
could pay for religious schools as well as 
boarding schools and academies that focus 
on a specific subject areas or philosophies. 

Vouchers have long been a political 
wedge issue. Advocates, who are largely 
conservative, describe them as a chance to 
break up a failing education system and 
give students more options, as well as a way 
to strike back at court decisions that keep 

out of schools. : 
fear vouchers will destroy tradition- 

al public schools and erode the separation 
of church and state. And there are questions 
about regulations: Private schools aren't 
required to offer bilingual education, classes 
for English learners or the same level of 
services as public schools for students with 
disabilities 
As of 2017, only 14 states and Washing- 

ton, D.C., had voucher programs, according 
to the National Conference of State Legis- 
latures. There are 61 programs at the state 
and district level, according to the Friedman 
Foundation for Educational Choice, a pro- 
voucher group 
Because there has yet to be a major 

voucher program that approaches the size | 
of Trump's proposal, research on school 
vouchers is inconclusive. At best, it has 
found small gains for some groups of | 
students and the public school systems they 
leave — and at worst, studies show that stu- 
dents who used vouchers have lost ground 
academically. 

“But we have no idea what would happen 
if those voucher programs get big,” said 
David Figlio, an education and social policy 
professor at Northwestern University who 
has evaluated voucher systems. 

In Florida, he said, students who move 
to private schools as part of a statewide 
voucher program don’t do better or worse, 
but the schools they leave improve a little 
because the voucher program inspires them 
to compete. In Ohio and Louisiana, students 
who use vouchers sometimes score worse 
than their public school peers on state tests. 
DeVos got involved with vouchers in the 

1990s, when she and her husband, a bil- 
lionaire investor who is the son of Amway's 
founder, began a small national 
organization that gave to low- 
income children to attend their schools of 
choice. 

. _ Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 

HB A new letter- stem 
i 
ture flunked its first test, to put it Lowa school 

to are 

situation even worse quick snaers io Aaliesting: 

Nothing is simple about our country’s “They measure 

obsession with standardized think deeply or creatively in any field. 
testing. These tests are flawed in Their use a narrowed curricu- 
documented ways, and this letter- lum, outdated of instruction, and 

system is the latest example of the harmdl pitctisss such 28 grate retention 

The Texas Legislature created this addi. Texas poet Sara Holbrook recently 

tonal layer of complexity uring ts 015 CCL JEL Lal Len session. As part of the bill passed then, ~~ SOuldn’t answer : 
legislators required the Texas Education Texas Assessments of Academic Readi- 

Association to provide a tentative mockup Hess ducyfifns show her GB woilk, Many 

in January of a campus-by-campus report WuILS5 PEL TIC BO 00 CE SCE, i 
T. 

card. This report card is supposed tobe a oy, ior thay Texas didn’t even begin work in progress, but serves instead as an 
alarm for lawmakers to scrap this non- 
sense before it goes any further. 

All Crossroads school superintendents 

standardized testing until 1980. Thus, 
the good old days might hav> been better 
because high-stakes testing didn’t exist. 
According to a Dallas TV station 

contacted criticized the rating system. 
Victoria superintendent Robert Jaklich 
said the system was comparing “apples to 

Shiner Superintendent Trey Lawrence, 
whose schools fared relatively well, said 
of the various standardized tests, “I don’t 
prefer any of them. We've gone testing 
crazy in the state of Texas.” 
Clay Robinson, a spokesman for the 

Texas Teachers Association, told the As- 
sociated Press that the new grading system 
shows what educators already know: “The 
schoois in the upper-middle class neigh- 

investigation, the cost to develop and 
administer these tests has been about $60 
million-$90 million a year. Given that this 
is a tight budget year for the Legislature, 
now would be a good time to abandon 
standardized testing altogether. 
Some Republicans in Congress and 

national education experts have suggested 
other ways for evaluating students and 
schools. 

to celebrate. 
borhoods do pretty well, generally, and the 

| schools in poor areas don’t.” 

alternatives to high-stakes 
testing deserve a much closer look. 
Texas could lead the way in true educa- 

tion reform. That would be a report card 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 

State key to education fix 

new report on El 
Paso’s educational 
attainment levels 

lays out the difficult work 
ahead for the city to be 
economically competitive 
in the coming decades. 
The summary is jar- 

ring: “El Paso is losing its 
ability to compete for 21st 
century jobs and simply 
doesn’t have the workforce 
with the skills necessary to 
perform the kinds of high 
wage jobs that are driving 
the new global economy.” 
The report was prepared 

by the National Center for 
Higher Education Manage- 
ment Systems for El Paso’s 
Council on Regional 
Economic Expansion and 
Educational Development 
(CREED). Itis tied to a 
statewide initiative called 
60X30TX, with a goal of 
having 60 percent of Tex- 
ans ages 25 to 34 obtaining 
some sort of post-second- 
ary credential by 2030. 

El Paso’s challenge is 
immense. Currently, only 
30 percent of people ages 
25 to 64 have an associ- 
ate’s degree or higher. 
That's the lowest among 
five Texas metroplexes, 
and lower than other re- 
gional metro areas. 
By 2020, 65 percent 

of all jobs will require 
post-secondary education 

| and skills, according to the 
| report. 

El Paso Times 
El Paso has made prog- 

ress in educational attain- 
ment in the past couple of 
decades. By many mea- 
sures, El Paso does a better 
job than other regional cit- 
ies in educating Hispanics 
and immigrant children. 

But it hasn’t been 
enough. One key reason is 
that the state of Texas has 
failed to provide adequate 
funding to address the 
challenges of educating 
English-language learners, 
low-income students and 
others who are historically 
less likely to finish college. 
The key recommenda- 

tion in the CREEED report 
is getting significantly 
more students ready for 
college by the time they 
finish high school. 

El Paso’s school districts 
have made innovations 
in recent years that show 
promise in preparing 
students for post-secondary 
education. Those efforts 
must accelerate, a fact 
recognized by education 
leaders throughout El Paso 

But El Paso can’t do it 
alone. In fact, the state's 
laudable 60X30TX effort 
will struggle to succeed 
unless state leaders fix a 
school-funding system that 
almost everyone acknowl|- 
edges is broken. 

Texas’ challenge is a 
demographic one, said 
Dennis Jones, president 

emeritus of the National 
Center for Higher Educa- 
tion Management Systems. 
The Texas student popula- 
tion is becoming more and 
more like El Paso’s student 
population — increasingly 
Hispanic, low income, and 
from immigrant families 
learning English. 
Such students are just 

as smart as students from 
other backgrounds, but 
face unique challenges 
in learning. Educating 
them requires additional 
resources, meaning more 
money. Texas has known 
this for decades, but hasn't 
had the political will to 
address it. 
The 60X30TX effort 

acknowledges that getting 
more students to complete 
a post-secondary education 
is crucial to Texas’ future 
By definition, that means 
getting more students of 
color, many from immi- 
grant backgrounds, through 
college 
To accomplish that, 

the governor, lieutenant 
governor and Legislature 
will have to muster the 
political will to fix the 
school funding system and 
provide educators with 
the resources they need 
to educate Texas’ student 
population 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

Georgia students offer aid to 
Syrian refugees in Greece 
By Lauren 
McDonald 

The Brunswick News, Ga. 

FREDERICA, Ga. — In 
Glynn County, the Syr- 

| ian refugee crisis is only a 
headline, and the devastat- 
ing images and statistics 
exist far away. 

Since it began six years 
ago, the civil war in Syria 

from 

refugees during their bian- 
nual trips home to see their 
extended family. 

“All these families were 
being kicked out of their 
homes and having to go on 
ships over to Greek islands 
to seek refuge,” Nina said. 
“And a lot times, the kids 
would die on the way 
over.” 
She recalls watching the 

per seeing 

” di I " of up on . In parts 
Athens, lines of refugees 

Zhan 

“I thought, well I can't 
do much because | don’t 
live in Greece,” Nina said. 
“But then | thought, maybe 
if me and my brother 
started collecting toiletries, 
stuffed animals, color- 
ing books for the children 
there, if there was a way 
for us to transport the stuff 
over there, that would be a 
big contribution.” 

Soon, this plan had a 
name — Boxes for 
Borders. 
Nina and George then 

set out to spread the word 
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National weather @ AccuWeather.com 

Forecast for Tuesday, January 17, 2017 
Bands separate high temperature zones for the day. 

S
w
 

at al li atom. us oe : 
‘The National Weather Service says torna- veer 0.81 in. High... 

does touched down Sunday night in a Dallas ..0.00in. Low... 
suburb and elsewhere, but were no ..0.96 in. Normal high 
reporis of injuries. The weather service had 0.96 in. Normal low 
issued a tornado warning Monday for the Sunrise 
Houston area. (year to date) ............. 0.24 in. Sunset .............. "6:49 pm. 

DEAR ABBY: I bought 
11-year-old daughter a 
py My ex does not ap- 

We have been divorced 
or six years, and he still can’t 

While I want her to be 
responsible with it, I realize she 
will make mistakes — which 
she already has by being on her 
phone too much. (It has been 
taken away from her once.) | 
want her to carry the phone 
with her in case of emergen- 
cies. If it is confiscated at 
school, her dad will no doubt 
tell me, “I told you so.” 

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Loz Angeles, CA 90069. Her column is 

distributed by Universal Press Syndicate. 

DEAR ABBY: | have an 
unusual problem. I'm very 
accident-prone. Over the past 
several years | have been in a 
cast many times, sometimes 
for long periods. My friends 
constantly tease me about it 
when what I'd really appreci- 
ate is a little compassion and 
maybe a little help while I am 

DEAR ABBY 

neurological testing, or even 
some sessions with a licensed 
mental health professional. 
Please consider this advice. 

DEAR ABBY: | am a 
healthy, somewhat older lady 
with a reasonable appetite who 
unfortunately sleeps alone. 
Consequently, | have a few Should I abide by his wishes recovering. How do I let these 

and not allow her to have the people know that their teas- toys to help me on sleepless 
phone, or do you think my ing is hurtful? — WENDY IN nights. One of my biggest 
points are valid? — MOM CALIFORNIA worries, however, is that if | 
WITH PHONE ISSUE DEAR WENDY: If you should expire and my loved 
DEAR MOM: Wanting your have been in a cast “many ones discover my toy collection 

daughter to have the cellphone times” over the past few years, after my demise, they will be 
in case of emergency seems your friends may be suffer- shocked 
valid to me. If you are her 
custodial parent, I think that 

ing from compassion fatigue 
If their making light of your 

I don’t want to give up my 
toys, but | am worried about 

GOREN BRIDGE 
With Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

Larry’s patience 

Both vulnerable, North deals 

SAKIS 
2 

107642 
2 

WEST EAST 
4Q3 4J8642 

17 KY 
AQJY 853 

&J1087 #963 
SOUTH 
4107 
3086243 

aNksa 

The bidding 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1 Pass 1 Pass 
16 Pass 3 Pass 
4 AN pass 

Opening lead: Jack of & 

After a slightly pushy auction, Hard 

Luck Louie found himself at the helm 

in four hearts. He captured the open 

ing club lead with dummy 's queen 

led a club to his ace, and ruffed a club 

in dummy. He cashed dummy 's ace 

spades, intending to ruff a spade back 

to his hand, but he got nervous when 

the queen fell from West 

Louie led a diamond to his king 

and West's ace. West played a fourth 
round of clubs. allowing East to ruff 

with the king of hearts. West sll had 
two trump tricks and Louie was down 

one. “Sorry partner.” said Lowe 

‘With my horrid luck. we probably 

shouldn't be bidding these really 

close games 

Lucky Larry also got to four hearts 

and faced the same opening lead 

Larry foresaw the re-entry problem 

and was in no rush to ruff a club 

He won the first tnck with dummy s 

queen and immediately led a diamond 

to his king and West's ace 

West shifted to a tncky low spade 

but it didn’t matter Larry won with 

dummy 's ace, led a club 10 his ace 

and ruffed a club. Larry cashed dum 

mys ace of trumps, crussed to his 

hand with a diamond ruff. and led a 

prerogative belongs to you predicament is hurting your what my loved ones will think of trumps and just needed to get back low heart from his hand The expected 
But I do have a question feelings, you have to tell them of me should I cease to exist to his hand to lead another round of 3-2 sphit in trumps allowed Larry to 

Who took the phone away so. And while you're at it, tell trumps. He cashed dummy 's two top claim 10 nicks and his contract before my appetite decreases 
Surely one of these days it will 
But in the meantime, what hap- 
pens if | die and they discover 

from your daughter? If you them what you DO need from 
did it because she was abus- them 
ing the privilege, then she will On a slightly different note, 
learn her lesson if you are don’t you think it's time to 

DAILY CROSSWORD 
consistent. If a teacher takes it determine why you are so my secret? — KEEPING A BE _ 
away from her at school, there  accident-prone? Is it clumsi- LIDON IT oo Acagss 9% Soar hrs ] 5a ® v fea iste 

should be consequences and ness? Poor vision? Discuss this DEAR KEEPING: What | Baja vaca Dandelion. e.g 2 SUSITOUS 10 4 vo a ) 

you should ensure that they with your medical provider, will happen? You will die with spot 37 Bell hit with 2 ohms ministe 

are enforced. because he or she might advise a smile on your face 5 Tree's sticky DOWN padded male 51 Autumn blossom 
—~—————— -— oo output 1 Confined. as a 38 Samoan capital 52 Suffuse (with 

’ 8 Neck mark from bird 39 Skating leap 54 Quened 
2 Not accented. as 40 Have a 57 Help with a heist AC UELINE BIGAR’S STARS Won SII ti eka Vidob 

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 5-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average; 2-so-so; |-difficult Tor ep 3 neste apn 4 Apgsss ots 60 wr 

f of AL 1 his bs he Shoryinthetub 46 Traditional Hindu 61 FDR agency 

HAPPY BIRTHDA uesday, Jan. 17, 2017: if you are not sure of yoursell. S 18 the case, 17 Silly sort 6 State without retreat 63 legal parker's 
bbe ud lm back away and do not make a decision. Confusion Ish proof 47 Delivers a lecture “i 

This year you greet many new situations. The surrounds communication. Double-check mes- Solidarty was 7 Prefix with -lithic 

good news is that you adjust quickly to all types sages and meeting times. Tonight: Wherever you h 8 film set in : 
of variables. You tend to find unusually rong and land. e P lindo GBogati sein ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 
dynamic solutions. Some of you will buy a house Bnan range 
or remodel. If you are single, you have an earthy LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) *%%* You might 9 Trdy 

ity the i . see some hassles on the horizon, but 21 Dueling sword quality that is heightened to new levels. The per- appear , but you 22 “Hannah and 10 Irish county 
son who enters your life this fall could t+ , ‘gnifi- won't have a problem dealing with any uproar. Ssters” Woody  bordenng 
cant to your life. If you are attached, you @0iyour ~~ Confusion around communication might even Alen fim Limerick 
sweetie often feel pulled between your personal ~~ make you laugh, as what occurs could be close to A na 
commitments and enjoying just hanging out. You absurd. Go for what you want. Tonight: The world oS 

could decide to make a major life change this fall is your oyster. moe 13 Guflaw 
that could make boch of you very happy. LIBRA ~~ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) a You might ~~ 30 Pay wh paste 18 Face rsty 
can Shisiting or she is not 2s grounded want a break from everything that is happening. 32 __ of: done with 
80 ’ Others continue to seek you out, and even if you 33 Not at home 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) ss You defi- try to avoid conversations, calls and people, no 34 The Judds, e.g. 26 Layered cooke 
ly vant Vo'oe fesporsive vo ofc, Yo You one is likely to give up. Stay centered, despite 35 Migration 27 Brdal attre 
somehow trigger SebEk ing do be all the confusion. Save a break for another day. formation 28 Avocado dip. for 

supportive. At the base of isa Tonight: Head home early. 36 Moveinthewind short 

misunderstanding. Fil ea be SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22.Dec. 21) sak A 7 Amiversary 20 Eyeldsoe 
attributed to the wh ( celebration at the 31 Dates one 
meanings. Tonight: meeting intrigues you, as it presents a different Met, say person 

perspective. You could feel as if you are getting 42 Numbered 

Lt TEM er Acad some misinformation, and you very well might be musical piece 
You be tempted to move a personal matter Ask questions, and maybe you will get a clearer 43 Grunting female 
ina direction. You have a lot of ground Try to avoid snap judgments. Tonight: “Ss ona 
© cover. mye nl Pogues Peds tim Toy fiend SiC 300re: 
length SCUSSIon want to 

relarsd Jor it. Tonight: Go for a walk after dinner, CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) %d Try as Abbr 

if possible. JURIigh yOu cans seus G64 Yd of 4 FHobhit. 45 Little point to pick 

of the information you are receiving could 46 Sick _ dog 

great ideas and you know how to add that extra fg out what i realy going on. Your sense of 50 Disputed Mideast 

that others often lack. Be as clear as you is excellent, but confirm meeting times. fermlory 
can in a discussion. You find someone elses Tonight: Ask questions. 53 R&B singer 
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Students’ dreams can 
Ml Sterling Aviation may be only A handful of schools in places like 
U.S. high school with private iowa, 
airplane hangar 

Students could not down their cell- 

sleek, three-story building, complete with 
a faux-runway painted along first-floor 
hallways. 
But while the two new gymnasiums, 

observation deck with views of nearby 
Hobby Airport and collaborative learning 
spaces sparked interest among students, 
Yon full-sized airplane hangar stole the 

The new Sterling Aviation High 
School may be the only high school in 
the United States with its own private 
airplane ar. At 7,100 square feet, 
the dedi space will soon house two 
single-engine planes, which used to bake 
in the sun as students studied their parts 
at the old campus next door. Flight simu- 
lators will be brought over from the old 
campus in coming weeks, and 17 engines The new Sterling school, which opened 
totaling about $50,000 are mounted to Jan. 4, is the first 
movable stands across the space. school financed by Houston 1SD’s 2012 
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HGH SCHOOL. GIRLS BASKETBALL REPORT 

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram 

Lee's Braydyn Hill (10) dribbles the ball past the Odessa High defense 
Center. 

7,2017 | Section C 

By Christopher Hadorn 
chadorn@mrt.com 

Today is rivalry day for girls 
basketball teams in District 2-6A 

Amarillo Tascosa (14-8, 3-0) 
and Wolfforth Frenship (19-7, 
3-0) battle for sole possession of 
first, Odessa Permian and Odessa 

and Lee-Midland Highrenew a 
clash at Chaparral Center that has 
decided district title banners in 
recent years. Tip-off is at 6 p.m 

In 2015, Midland High forced 
a co-district championship with 
Lee by defeating its rivals, 38-36, 
in the regular season finale, and 
the Lady Rebels won an outright 
district title in 2016 by squeaking 
past second-place MHS, 44-43, in 
the final game 

High play for city bragging rights, 

This year's installment of the 
Tall City rivalry will take on a 
different theme as Lee (13-6, 1-2) 
and Midland High (9-14, 0-3) are 
both simply trying to notch a win 
and not fall too far behind the 
pack with seven games remaining 

“It’s a rivalry, and it would be 
silly not to look at it that way 
now,” Lady Rebels head coach 
Alfred Acosta said. “Forus, it’s 
an important game because it's 
the next game. A lot of people are 
going to be putting extra on it. For 
our team, it's going to be the next 
game up and that’s how we are 
going to approach it.” 

It wasn't easy for Lee to secure 
its first victory as it needed 
overtime to hold off Odessa High 
51-42, last Friday 

The Lady Rebels, who blew 
second-half leads in their first two 

district losses, let a 12-point see- 
ond-half lead disintegrate against 
the Lady Bronchos, but prevailed 
in overtime behind their reserves 
and a defense that allowed only 
three points after regulation 
“We said one thing we are go 

ing hang our hat on is the defen 
sive end of the floor,” Acosta said 

Meanwhile, the Lady Bulldogs 
haven't been able to overcome the 
one lopsided quarter in their first 

three district losses 

In Friday's 53-38 loss at Ama 
rillo Tascosa, Midland High was 
hurt by its opponent's 17-0 run to 
the start the second quarter and a 
7-0 run in the third period 

The Lady Bulldogs will be 
fighting against an 0-4 start today 

Please see MATCHUPS/3( 

CHAPS FALL AT HOME 
Evans’ 
33 points 
propels 
WTC past 
Chaps 

By Oscar LeRoy 
oleroy@mrt.com 

Coming off a 1-for-10 
shooting performance, the 
Midland College men’s 
basketball team didn’t expect 
Jordan Evans to have as 
big of a night as he did on 
Monday. 
The 6-foot sophomore 

guard for Western Texas Col- 
lege shot lights out against 
the Chaparrals and scored a 
game-high 33 points to lead 
the Westerners to a big 86-74 
road win at Chaparral Center 
Evans was 14 of 20 from 

the floor and was S of 10 
from 3-point range to help 
stun the Chaps (11-7, 2-2 in 
Western Junior College Ath- 
letic Conference), who were 
riding a four-game winning 
streak. 

“In the last game (a 57-50 
win over New Mexico Mili- 
tary Institute) Jordan went | 
for 10 and O for 8 from the 
3 and I told him we needed 
him on the road,” WTC coach 
Andre Owens said. “He came 
out and performed today 
We needed that. We needed 
every one of those points. We 
needed that.” 
Evans had 22 of his points 

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram 

Prescott 
feels pain, 

but is part of 
promise for 
Cowboys 

By Schulyer Dixon 
1 [4 

FRISCO Dak Prescott tr 
gotiate the length of his 
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n the NFL playoffs tor t 
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thought it was 1 
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smile while even 
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wkie Ezekiel Elh 
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n. can understand wt Prescott 

I my Romo and J 

Witten have bec 

end what 1s now a 21-year Super B 

frought for a franchise 

It will be ug the young star 

it happen after the promise th 
in a gut-wrenching 34-3 

ft loss at home to Greer 

It was a missed opportunit 

this team won't be back together 
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to throw three 

game in the Super Bowl era. “But t 
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i in the second half, as the Midland College's Grant Weatherford (23) moves the ball against Western Texas College on Monday at Fhe Cowboys had a replay of 2( 
H Westerners (11-6, 3-1) erased Chaparral Center when they were the top seed 1n the 

$ a 32-31 halftime deficit NFC at 13-3 with a bve and home 

\ At a team, WTC made 14 shooting) hasn't been well contrast from the last ime the For MC head coach Jordan Sdvamiage bet Hing to th M WY 

: of 37 3-pointers. The West but before the break we Chaps played on Thursday Dreiling. he saw too many Hany was the fit 3 
erners came into the game h all Il h vhich they had one : loss for Dallas. going back to 199¢ 

shooting 38 percent from Were Shooting it rea y well, gh, ih which ey fac one defensive breakdowns or year after the last Super Bowl wi 
long range. around 41 percent. But 14 is of their better defensive per Monday The feeling. though, might be a hit 

“Since we came back a lot.” Owens said formances in a 67-57 victory more like 1991. when the Cowboys lost 
Detroit in the same round and went into th 
offseason feeling the need to add an elite 

from the break, (the team’s This game was quite a over Howard College Please see CHAPS/3( 

By Oscar LeRey 
oleroy@mrt.com 

Midland College women’s basket 

‘I think with this game we went out 
and proved that, hey, Midland College 
is not out of the race,” Coleman said. 
“It felt good that we got together and 

pass-rushing end. Charles Haley was a ke 
part of three Super Bow! wins in four vear 

The Dallas defense w: 
equate this season doin) alongside 
first-rate offense with one of the NFI 

best offensive lines. But the Cowboy 

couldn’t stop Aaron Rodgers. just hk 
two years ago when they were built sin 
larly and lost a divisional game during a 

trip to Green Bay 
There won't be much work to do on 

mostly ad 

ball coach Ron Jones emphasized played hard. offense. once the Cowboys figure out 
that every win matters in the Western he key today was playing for what to do with Romo, who is likely 10 
Junior College Athletic Conference each other, knowing that we wore be traded or released after Prescott once 
While it wasn’t pretty, the No. going to have each other’s backs again affirmed his status by rallying Dal 

17-ranked s got a Even if we get down, we had to keep las from an 18-point deficit in the second 

much-needed 73-56 win over Western ~~ encouraging and keep making sure we quarter and from 15 down in the fourth 
Texas C: on Monday night at have everyone's heads held up high. Prescott and Elliott have three years 
Cpa] And when we have a run to make sure left on their rookie contracts — Prescott 

Lady Chaps (11-5, 2-2) over- that we stay aggressive and keep that at an extreme discount for his position if 
came 20 movers by DO a. energy the entire game. I think we did his performance doesn't fade 
7- args gh 23 hereeit a good job of doing that tonight. Star receiver Dez Bryant appears 
ad beating ler Lady West. Early in the game turnovers primed for the final three years of his $70 

erners on the boards, 52-31. plagued the Lady as they had million contract after perhaps his best 
“qr ased with the energy we 12 of them in the first half. game considering how often the Cowboys 

had ** Jones said. “We sus- However, the Lady Westerners went to him to try to get back into the 
tained our , we still made a lot couldn't take full e as they game. The 28-year-old had his first two 
of mistakes and we didn't close the shot a brutal 17 in the first career playoff TDs against the Packers 
way we want 10, but if we can getto half. MC took a 29-19 lead at the Witten is entering the final year of his 
where Sur energy should be, then we break. deal after finally catching his first post- 

can build on that. Jones atribused may Of fhitee season touchdown and figures to be back 
sophomore forward Tichina turnovers to an attempt of trying to for a 15th season. 

Coleman sd ras imprint for be the game up is onder io Sustain Tm roud of hese guys, Witten sad 
to bounce back, end a two-game energy and get some sort of  \udland Coleman (3) dribbles “A are young to play 

side they have el aga er Te Cage es da va. pr cay bn Tho 
J Ss Please $e LADY CHAPS/3C Spikes boi Re : of things to build on moving forward 
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which would severely hurt 
their chances to extend 
their streak of 11 consecu- 
tive playoff appearances 
dating back to the 2005-06 
campaign. 

ing this game any differ- 
ently,” MHS head coach 
Wes Torres said. “We are 
looking to go 1-0 (today). 
Our approach is to win 
the game and worry about 
everything else after the 
game is over.” 
A victory would put 

Midland High back in the 
thick of the playoff race, 
where the top four teams 
in the six-team district earn 
postseason berths. 

“Although Tascosa 
and Frenship are at 3-0, 
anything is possible these 
next seven games,” Torres 
said. “As you've seen, 
anything can happen. We 
are just focused on us. We 
are going to break through 
at some point.” 

Forsan in three-way 
race for first 

At the halfway point 
in District 7-2A, Forsan 
(18-6, 5-1) is locked in a 
three-way tie with Chris- 
toval (5-1 in District 7-2A) 

Cuars 
From 1C_ 

“Our 2-3 (zone) wasn't 
very good and our man 
was even worse,” Dreiling 
said. “We need two good 
days of defensive-minded 
practices. And then you've 
got to hit shots. We had 
another game with four 3s 
(on 15 attempts) and how 
many times are we going 
to do that? We shoot it a lot 
(in practice), probably more 
than anybody in the country 
in junior college, and it's 
not translating to the game 
And let's be honest, you 
have a kid who averages 
nine (points) a game, hit for 
33. When a guy plays com- 
pletely out of his socks like 
that, it’s going to be hard to 
win that game.” 
Outside of a rough out 

ing from beyond the arc, 
the Chaps shot 46 percent 
of the floor. However, they 
also hurt themselves by 
sinking only 12 of 25 free 

and Irion County (5-1 in 
District 7-2A). 

At 6:30 p.m. today, the 
Lady Buffaloes visit Chris- 
toval in a key game in the 
race for the District 7-2A 
championship. 

“With Christoval, they 
got speed,” Forsan head 
coach Lloyd Vedder said. 
“They try to trap a lot and 
try to get you out of your 
game. They do a good job 
of moving the ball around 
They got a good inside, 
outside game.” 
Thus far, Vedder has 

been impressed with how 
his Lady Buffaloes have 
spread the ball around 
their five starters, Chasidy 
Grantham, Macey Ev- 
ans, Rhian Cunningham, 
Kendall Phillips and Jenna 
Evans and not relied on 
one person to be the team’s 
dominant scorer 

Vedder said Forsan has 
played its best basketball 
when its defense is clicking 

“We're defending very 

Men's WICAC standings 

Conference Overs 
Team Ww LW L 
South Plains 5 07 0 
Odessa Cobege 3 1 Ww 3 
Western Texas 3 1 1 8 
Howard College 2 213 5 
Madiand 2 1 n 7 
New Mexico 2 3 Ww 8 
Clarendon College 2 311 8 
New Mexico Miltary Tt 4 50 
Frank Philips 0 4 1 7 

Westen Texas 86, Midland Coege 
74; Howard College 58. Philips College 
53, Now Mexico Jusior 80. Clarendon 
College 75; South Plains College 67. New 
Mexico Miltary institute 48; Odessa College 
8 open 

Games 
Midland College af Frank Philips College 

Odessa College at Wester Texas College. 

throw attempts 

I'he key moment of 

the game came midway 

through the second half 

when the game was tied 

at 58. That's when WTC 

went on a 20-9 run, 

sparked by Evans. who 

had 10 of his points in that 
spurt 

Lapy Chars 
From 1C 

rhythm 
“We've got to clean that 

up and finish some of those 
possessions where we 

don’t turn it over and end 

up with bad possessions.” 
Jones said 
MC had as much as a 

56-34 lead early in the 

fourth quarter but the 
Lady Westerners chipped 
away by taking advantage 
of Lady Chap turnovers 

WTC cut it to 64-56 on a 

3-pointer by Lee grad Al- 

lison Valdez 
But MC responded 

with a 9-0 run to close the 

game 

SUGAR LAND — High school basketbal 
rankings as compiled by he Texas Association of 

Basketball Coaches or he week of Jan 16 
DOYS PUBLIC 
Class 84 

1. Kein Format, 210: 2 Mouston Tam 
Houston, 25-1. 3 5A Wagner, 2-1, 4 Cedar Hi. 
19-4. § Dallas Skyline, 20-16 Garland Lakeview 

Contanial, 21-3. 7. Cypress Fal, 19-3 8 Austin 
Westiahn, 18-8 9 Houston Bellare. 18-7, 10 
Fort Bend Bush, 154.11 Edinburg Vela, 20-3. 

12. Keer, 20-1: 13. Pearind Dawson, 178; 14 
Denton 174, 15 Duncanville, 175; 16. 
Amaro Tisooss, 134. 17 Pearland, 21.5: 18 

Laredo United. 4-7 39 Lani Ait 232 
20. Spring Oskawrwy, 175 21. Aine ) 
22 Spring Westleld 18-7 23 Waco Midway 20-2 
24 South Grand Praia. 17-5. 25 EP Americas. 
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Monday's Score 
Widiand College 73, Western Texas College 

56. Frank Philips College 63. Howard College 
59 New Mexico Junior 75, Clwendon 
College 42, South Pans College and Odesse 
College are open 

Games Thursday's 
Midtang College af Frank Philips College. 

Odessa Collage st Western Taxas College: 
Howard College ai South Paine College: Cla 
endon, Coflege nd New Mexico JC #0 oper 

Janea Bunn led MC with 

17 points, while Coleman 

— 

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram 

Midland High's Taysha Rushton (14) moves the ball against El Paso Eastlake's Daniela Gutierrez 
(12) during the first round of the Byron Johnston Holiday Classic on Dec. 28, 2016, at Chaparral 

opponents under 40 (points). 
I was looking through our 

Follow Christopher 
on Twitter: @chris_ 

MRTsports 

PLAYER OF THE WEEK 
PG Lela Beattie, Fr, 

Midland Classical — Beattie 
averaged 23 points in the Lady 
Knights’ two victories, includ- 
ing a 26-point showing during 
MCA's 55-40 win against Lub- 
bock Christian Friday. 

HONOR ROLL 
SG Payge Grable, Jr., 

Stanton — Grable recorded 
24 points and went 18 of 18 
from the charity stripe to guide 
the Lady Buffaloes to a 56-40 
win over Merkel Jan. 10 

SG Kortney Halfmann, 
Sr., Garden City — Halfmann 
lit up the scoreboard with 28 
points in the No. 5 Lady Kats 

In addition to Evans 
big night, Jordan Tolbert 
had 18 points, Anton 
Bilous had 12 and DaQuan 

Jeffries added 11 for the 
Westerners 
MC had five players 

in double figures, led by 
Devin Campbell with 14 
points. Juan Cardenas and 
Daven Joseph each haa 12 
and Jachai Simmons and 
Jordan Jackson each added 
11 

I told the guys. "We're 
going to get everyone's 
best effort,” Dreiling said 
“Especially here at home 
Guys come nto our great 
arcna and they re say 
ing. ‘Man, | want to beat 
these guys. I wish | was 
in Midland.” We've got a 
target on our backs and 
we were both fighting for 
that second spot (in the 
standings) and now (the 
Westerners) have moved 
into it and we re back to 
the middle of the pack 

and Lisa Kaempf cach 

added 10 

WTC was led by Esther 
Udonsi with a game-high 

20 points and Jauslynn 
Shephard with 16 

The Lady Chaps next 
head to Frank Phillips 
College - a 63-59 winner 
over Howard College on 
Monday - on Thursday 
with some much-needed 

confidence back 
“This win makes us feel 

good about ourselves.” 
Coleman said. “We've got 
some tough games coming 

up and | think if we play 
some good basketball and 
stay within our system, 
we'll be fine ” 

48-25 win over Blackwell 
Friday. Halfmann also had 10 
points in Garden City’s 48-25 
victory against Sterling City 
Jan. 10. 

SG Rae Johnson, Jr., An- 
drews — Johnson supplied 20 
points as the Lady Mustangs 
held off Pecos 56-50 in District 
4-4A play Jan. 10 

SG Reagan Long, Jr., Trin- 
ity — Long scored 20 points 
and sank five 3s to propel the 
Lady Chargers 10 a 44-14 win 
over Abilene Christian Jan. 10 

SF Cylie Mebane, Sr., 
Greenwood — Mebane 
scored 16 points in both of the 
Rangerettes’ blowout wins in 
District 4-4A play 

PF Blaire Neatherlin, Jr., 
Midland Christian — Neat- 
herlin had 15 points and 
nine rebounds to help No. 4 

MCS rally to a 38-36 win over 
TAPPS 1-5A rival Grapevine 
Faith Saturday 

SF Alyssa Peterson, Sr., 
Stanton — Peterson regis 
tered 23 points as Stanton 
defeated District 5-3A foe 
Merkel 56-40 on Jan 10 

We've gotto respond the 

right way to failure here 
We have to have the nght 
attitude (today). again on 
Wednesday and then go to 
Frank Phillips and win at a 
place that's not easy to do 

Follow Oscar on Twitter 

@OleRov MRT 

WESTERN TEXAS COLLEGE 86 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 74 

Wester Tex: £ *0 

Follow Oscar or 

@OLeR: 

Twitter 

MRT 

NO 17 MIDLAND COLLEGE 73 

WESTERN TEXAS COLLEGE 56 
Wester Texas A . 
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Andrews coach 
under investigation 

From staff reports 

ANDREWS — Andrews girls basketball coach Brooke 
Miller has been removed from her coaching position for 
the time being while she’s involved in an investigation 
by the Andrews Police Department, the Andrews County 
News reported Monday. 

According to the Andrews County News, Lady Mus- 
tangs junior varsity coach Annie McKee will coach the 
varsity team in Miller's absence 
No further details about the investigation were available 

BBALLCAPSULE 
COMPILED BY WILL KORN 

LEE AT MIDLAND HIGH 
When/where: 7:30 p.m 

today, Chaparral Center 
Records: Lee 7-15, 0-1 in 

District 2-6A; MHS 9-12, 0-1 in 
District 2-6A 

Last game: Odessa High 
78, Lee 74 Friday; No. 17 
Amarillo Tascosa 87, MHS 53 
Friday 

Five things to watch: 
WB Both Lee and MHS enter 

this all-important affair espe- 
cially hungry for a victory after 
tough losses to open the dis 
trict season Friday. The Rebels 
grinded to the end in a 78-74 
home loss to Odessa High 
while the Bulldogs got a taste 
of Class 8A's No. 17-ranked 
team, Amarillo Tascosa, in an 
83-57 defeat 

In what should be a tight 
district, the difference between 
1-1 and 0-2 could prove to be 
massive 
8 The Bulldogs have won 

the last six meetings against 
the Rebels by an average of 
12.3 points per game. But this 
season, the two rivals might 
be more evenly matched than 

they've been in the last three 

years. Can Lee snap the losing 
streak and put themselves in 

the driver's seat for the po 

tentially critical head-to-head 
tiebreaker? 
B At least on paper. the 

Rebels have a key mismatch 

positioned in their favor 

Senior point guard Sema'J 
Davis could pose a problem 

for a particularly small MHS 
backcourt. This is Davis’ fourth 
season playing against MHS 

with Lee's varsity squad and 

he's scored an average of 12 6 
points per game versus the 

Bulldogs dating back to his 
sophomore season 

As he showed on the 
football field as the Rebels 
quarterback in the fall. Davis 
size and athletic ability make 
him difficult to slow down At 

6-foot-1, he might require a 
rotation of defensive attention 

from the Bulldogs If he has his 

basketball 

District Overs 
Team y1i% 1 
Amato Tacos [a] 
Walllorth Frenship 1 0 W 7 
Odessa Hgh 1 0 Wn 
Odessa Perman. 0 19 w 
Midland High eV un 
Loe e 1 THN 

Friday's Scores 
Amariio Tascosa §7, Midland High 53. 

Odessa High 78. Lee 74 Wolllor® Frenshy 50, 
Odessa Permian 28 

Today's games 
oa Ming Hah. Crapum; Corte 

Odessa Permian ot Amaro 
Tascoss af Wolford Frenship. Al games at 
73pm 

way, Lee has a real chance of 
picking up a huge win 

@ On the other end, the 
Bulldogs’ streaky 3-point 
shooting could prasent de- 

fensive trouble for the Rebels 
When guards Camran Rock 
Ty Kendrick and Courtney Mc- 
Maryion are connecting from 
the outside, MHS tends to pick 
up the pace, score quickly and 

score in bunches. How well 

the Rebels close out on the 
Bulldogs shooters will also be 
key today 

8 Down low, the battle for 
the intenor should be interest 

ing. Lee will trot out seasoned 

and aggressive senior forward 
James Lydia. who is coming 

off a 22-point game in the 
Rebels’ loss against OHS on 
Friday. Lydia's motor earns 

Lee a few extra possessions 
each game and he is usually 
good for at least a handful of 
easy buckets in the paint 

MHS will match up phys: 
cal forwards Dillon Springer 

Joseph Barron and Suddin 
Sapien against Lydia in the 
post That's a group looking to 

contribute more consistently 

on offense for the Bulldogs 
and what better time 10 break 

out than against rival Lee” 
Next: Woltforth Frenship at 

Lee. 7.30 p.m Fnday MHS at 
Odessa High 7 30 pm Fnday 
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162.18 Lamesa 19-3 19 Brownfield, 10-11 X 
Loveland. 18-4 21 Athens. 18-2, 22 Waxahachve 
fo. 187.23 Semincle. 11-10: 24 Bose. 18.6 

25 Wharton, 158 

Class 34 
1 Daftas Madison, 1149. 2 Sara Rosa. 22-3 

3 Jared, 18-3. 4 Ponder, 194; 5. La Marque 
1014.6 Brock, 16-8. 7 Teague. 134: 8. Peaster 

145.9 Kountze. 16:0; 10 Hempstead. 16.3. 11 
SA Randolph, 17-4 12 Limefield. 154, 13 SA 
Cole. 16-7, 14. Canaan, $2. 15. Childress. 14-1 
16. Dalles Tighe A, 11.8; 17. Commence, 20.2. 18 
Wal 134 19 Kames City 212.20 
Central Heights, 15:48: 21, Bowie. 13.9, 22 Rice 
10-3: 23 Joflorson, 15:7, 24. Mount Pleasant 
Chapel HEL 194.25 Pol, 193 

Class 24 
1. Muenster, 17-5; 2. Anthony, 15-4. 3 Mum 

ford, 23-2. 4 Clarkgvile, 174.5 Clarendon, 16.2. 
6 Port Amnsas. 20-3; 7 Elects. 17-3. 8 Teaha. 
17:2:9. Kevens, 15: 10. La Rus Ls 

Kinkaid 14-7 3 Pano Prestorwood, 12-7 4 Del 

as Greennd 20-5 5 Dates Bishop Dune 13-8 
# SA Central Camokc 15.8 7 Dallas Bishop 
ynch 207 8 Houston /dage 18-29 SA 

Antorean 19 Ho §t Thomas 13-5 

TAPPS SA 

1 SA Chvtian 28-2 2 Houston 2nd Baptist 
7 3 Ter AS-Sarts 4 St Mary's Hal 
13-5. 5 Cedar Hi Tnily Owistign. 18-9. 6. Mic 

land Christian, 20-7. 7 Austin Hyde Park. 156. 8 

Austin St Michaels Cath 19-8. 9 Houston Emery 
Werder 16-8 10 FW Southwest Chwtign, 14-5 

TAPPS 4A 

Lubbock Tinty Chistian, 20-6. 2 Waco 

Vanguard, 19-7 3 Houston St Thomas Epscopal 
10-3 4 The Woodlands Chistian. 15-3 5 
Lubbock Chistian 19-2. 6 Colleyvile Covenant 
15.7.7. Minty, 134 8 Soeme Geneva, 138 
§ Aringion Pantego. 12-2 10 Austin Texas for 

Dest 124 
TAPPS 3A 

1 Dallas Yavneh, 20.2 2 Kerrville Our Lady 

of ha Hills, 158 3 Abllene Chistian, 155.4 SA 
Luoma, 208 5 Bryan Brazos Chistian, 13-5 

6 Willow Park Tiny Chistian. 10-8: 7. Deon 
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1 Muntavite Agha Omega. 25-2. 2 Austin The 
Walder! 18:33 Sherman Texoma Chvistien. 19-2. 
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fm 11-38 Richardson Canyon Creek. 
wie The Brisrwond, 7-3; 10. Lubbock 
Soon 114 

TAPPS 1A 
Chvistin, 214: 2 Gan | 

North 3443 hredelastng 
Harvest Chvistan, —~ 707.6 Deion The 

11; § Houston Southwest 

Chistian 1246 8 Paimhuryt Fash Chvghar 
3 WF Notre Dame « amd 
hrstan 105 

GIRLS PUBLIC 
Class SA 

1 Duncarwile. 25-2 2 SA Jotveon 26.3 3 
League Clty Clear Springs. 21 3 4 Killeen Elsor 
24.5 Euless Tig 22.3 6 Phugervile. 20.7 
7 DeSoto. 1246 8. Cedar HL 216. § Cypress 
Ranch. 1846: 10 Round Rock Cedar Ridge. 20 
11. Converse Juteon, 18-4. 12 SA Wagner 18.3 
13 Spring Delaney, 22-4. 14 Katy Seven Lakes 
25-315 Cibolo Stewie. 2048. 16 Gatens Park 
North Shore, 214: 17 Bowie. 22-3 18 
Fort Bend Tavis, 19-4. 19 Fort Bend Mghtowe: 
195.20 Plano, 15:7, 21 Plano West. 196 22 
Cedar Park Vista Ridge. 21-5. 23 Laredo Alexa 
dor 27-1. 24 Alef Hastings, 24.5. 26 Ken 17-3 

Class 54 
1. Amariio 26-1: 2 Mansfield Timbervien: 

24-2. Mansfield Summit, 20-6. 4 Canyon 18-2. 

anaden 19-3 2 Brock X me 
Rover Acacemy 15-5 4 Walt 16.7 5 Tuscol Jer 

Ned 186 6 Machcook 23-3 7 Mount Vemon 

25 8 Whtewrgit. 23-2 9 Pomsboro 19 
Sunnyvale 23-2 11 Palacios. 23-1 12 Bowe 
22-1. 13 Winsboro 16-10 14 Mount Peasant 
Chapel Hl 21.5, 15 Frankin. 26-1 16 Goliad 
188 17 San Diego. 23-3 18 Maron 1846 19 

Noodvile. 20-5 20 Litlefeld 16-8. 21 idalou 

196 22 Shaflowater 18-5. 23 Jamel, 16-0 24 

Teague. 13-4 25 Vanderbilt industrial 19-6 

| Claude. 240 2 Martins MB. 23.2 3 La 
Rus La Poynor. 214. 4 Penhwndle. 16-6 5 Falls 
City 194.6 Balls, 20-4 7 Windhorst. 18-3 8 

Woden, 24-1. 7 Tensha, 214. 10 Mico, 234 
11 Mason, 2046. 12 Weimar. 20.8. 13. Swatiord 
17-7. 14 San Saba. 20-3. 15. Centerville, 19-5 

16. Era, 20:2 17 Musrster, 20-5. 18 Evadate 

Sacred Heart 8' § Frances Brookly 
rancs (Pa 1 70 Robert Moms 
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Houston Texans quarterback Brock Osweller stands on the sideline near the end of the team's NF
L divisional playoff game against the 

New England Patriots on Saturday in Foxborough, Mass. 

Texans left with QB questions 
after divisional playoff loss 
By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — The Houston 

Texans overcame the loss of J.J. Watt 

to reach the divisional round of the 

playoffs. 

But mistakes by Brock Osweiler 

doomed Houston in a loss to the New 

England Patriots and leaves questions 

about whether he'll be the starter 
next season 

The Texans signed Osweiler to a 

$72 million contract in the offseason 

in hopes of upgrading the position 

after Brian Hoyer accounted for five 

turnovers in a 30-0 loss to Kansas 

City in the wild-card round of the 

playoffs last season 
Instead of being the answer to 

their longtime woes at quarterback. 
Osweiler struggled throughout the 

season and was benched before 

returning for the postseason 
He was turnover-free in a wild- 

card win over the Raiders before 
throwing three interceptions in the 
second half on Saturday to allow 

New England to pull away for the 
14-16 victory 

Less than 48 hours after the loss, 

coach Bill O’Brien wasn’t ready to 

make any proclamations about who 

will start next season or say if Oswei- 

ler will have to compete with Tom 
Savage for the job 

Before | talk about those types of 

things, | have to evaluate it myself.” 

he said. “I have to talk to our coach- 

ing staff and get their input, our 

personnel people and get their input 

I wouldn't be a good head coach if | 
stood up here and told you. ‘Hey. this 

is what we are planning to do.” 

O'Brien also refused to discuss 

whether the Texans would consider 
drafting a quarterback in April after 
Osweiler threw more interceptions 

19) than touchdowns (17) this 

season 

We're so far from — absolutely 

Steelers downplay Tomlin’s description of Patriots 

so far removed from even answering 

that question ... we evaluate every- 
thing we do. Then we get with the 
personnel people,” O’Brien said. 
“We talk about all the things we 

need to do to improve — coach- 
ing, playing, everything. So that’s 

not even a question I can begin to 
answer.” 
EARLY CHANGE: While the 

Texans need more time to decide on 
what to do with Osweiler, they made 
a big decision on offense on Monday 
afternoon when they announced that 

offensive coordinator George Godsey 
wouldn't return next season. The 

Texans said they and Godsey “mutu- 

ally agreed to part ways.” 

Godsey was in his second season 
as offensive coordinator after work- 

ing as quarterbacks coach in his first 

year with the team in 2014. 
His work came under fire this 

season as Houston's offense ranked 
near the bottom of the league behind 
the struggles Osweiler. 
Godsey called the plays at the 

beginning of the season, but O’Brien 
took away his play-calling duties and 
began calling them himself in late 
September after the offense failed to 
move the ball consistently 

STRONG DEFENSE: Houston 
finished ranked first in yards allowed 
in the regular season despite losing 
Watt to season-ending back surgery 
after just three games 
“The future looks bright,” outside 

linebacker Whitney Mercilus said 
‘We've got a great group of guys 
who stepped up their game this year 
and did a great job for us to be in 
the position we were in. To have J.J 

back next year is going to be great. 
He's going to add that much more.” 
The unit received a boost from a 

breakout season by defensive end 

Jadeveon Clowney . The top overall 
pick in the 2014 draft shook off two 

injury-filled seasons to finish the 
regular season with 16 tackles for 
losses, 17 quarterback hits and six 
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sacks. 
He continued his strong play in 

the postseason when he joined Watt 
as the only defensive linemen in fran- | 
chise history to get an interception in 

a playoff game when he grabbed one 
against the Raiders to set up Hous- 
ton's first touchdown. His big season 
helped him morph into a leader for 
the group. 
“When you have success on the 

field, you're able to instill more of 
your personality in the locker room,” 
O’Brien said. 

“I think you guys got a chance to 

see that this year. The guy's a great 
guy. Loves football, loves his team- 
mates, loves playing, plays hard.” 

READER IS READY: Houston 
got another solid season from nose 
tackle Vince Wilfork, who was in 
his second year with the Texans after 
spending 11 years with the Patriots. 

Wilfork is contemplating retire- 
ment , but the Texans should be OK 

at the position if he does hang it up 

because of the development of rookie 

D.J. Reader. 
Reader, a fifth-round pick, ap- 

peared in every game this season 

with seven starts. 
“D.J. Reader is one of the better 

young defensive linemen I’ve been 
around in the NFL,” O’Brien said. 
“He's tough. He's built low to the 
ground. He's hard to move. He's got 
good pass rush skills.” 
LOOKING AHEAD: Despite the 

tough end to the season, O'Brien is 

encouraged by the progress the team 
made this season. 

Houston won its second straight 

AFC South title and its win over the 
Raiders was the team's first playoff 
victory since 2012. 

“I'm very proud of this team,” 
O’Brien said. “This team fought hard 
when you lose in the playoffs, 

it’s a terrible feeling ... it's an empty 
feeling. Give a lot of credit to the 
Patriots, they executed better than we 
did (but) we can build on it.” 

By Will Graves 
Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH An 

tonio Brown wanted to let 

the world in on the party 
when he live streamed the 

giddy celebration in the 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ locker 
room after an 18-16 play- 

off win over Kansas City 
The All-Pro wide 

receiver also happened to 

catch coach Mike Tomlin 
indelicately describing 
the New England Patriots. 
Pittsburgh's opponent in 
the AFC Championship 
game 

Tomlin's word choice 
an expletive — didn’t 

bother his players as 
Brown's decision to throw 
back the curtain on what is 
usually a private moment. 

“Personally I'd like 
some of that stuff sacred,” 
long snapper Greg Warren 
said Monday. “But this is a 
changing world, a chang- 
ing environment. I can’t be 
some old guy stuck under a 
rock, that’s for sure.” 

Brown's 17-minute 
video collected more 
than 900,000 views in a 
few hours before being 
removed ( it lives on 
through You' ). 

It included 
dancing yo ori — 

who was out of the shot 
and unaware it was being 
filmed but who could be 
heard clearly in the packed 
locker room — beginning 
his postgame speech by 
telling his team to “say 
very little moving forward” 
then adding “we spotted 
those (expletive) a day and 
a half” 

New England advanced 
to the AFC title game 
by beating Houston on 
Saturday night, 24 hours 
before Pittsburgh held off 
the Chiefs. 
Guard Ramon Foster 

“would love to hear AB's 
explanation” but down- 
played any concerns about 
the video becoming a dis- 
traction or take away from 
Pittsburgh's ninth straight 
victory. 

It’s also not unusual for 
Brown to use social media 
in the locker room during 
the week or occasionally 
after games even though 
it may run afoul of league | 
policy. 

“I don’t think that over- 
shadowed it,” Foster said. 
“You guys know what that 
was. It's a bunch of guys 
having fun, talking, . 
i That's sim- 

Besides, Foster hardly 
thinks New England (15-2) 
will use Tomlin mildly 
dissing them as an incen- 
tive, not with a chance 
to reach a seventh Super 
Bow! under Bill Belichick 
at stake 

“The Patriots watched 
our game, they know ev- 
erything about us,” Foster 
said. “They know for us 
to be in this game is not 
a secret. They're going to 
study everything we do, so 
it’s not like we're going to 

sneak up on them. It just so 
happened they heard what 
the coach was going to say 
That's it.” 
New beat England 

Pittsburgh 27-16 on Oct. 
23 behind two touchdowns 
from Tom Brady and 127 
yards rushing from LeGar- 
rette Blount. 

Pittsburgh (13-5) played 
quarterback Ben 

in hopes of pulling off an 
upset 

It's an issue that popped 
up again on Sunday night. 
when Boswell drilled a 
postseason record six field 
goals to provide all of 
Pittsburgh's 18 points. 
More will almost cer- 

tainly be required against 
New England, which is 
averaging 31.6 points at 
home when Brady plays 
this season. 
That will be challeng- 

ing enough, not worrying 
about getting worked up 
over something Tomlin 
thought he was saying in 
the intimacy of the locker 
room or even the slight 
head start the Patriots will 
have in preparations. 

“I just like to roll- 
ing,” Foster Thats 
how we're going to be 
this entire week is to keep 

| 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
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NEW YORK — Green Bay's 34-31 win over Dallas 
was seen by of 48.5 million on Fox, the most- 

a Jame d a 26.1 rating and 46 share, the 
said -rated NFC divisional 

game since 1997. The rating is the percentage of televi- 

sion households tuned to a program, and the share is the 
watching a telecast among those homes with 

s on at the time. . 
Pittsburgh's 18-16 victory over Kansas City, shifted 

to prime time Sunday night because of bad weather, was 

a 16.2/32 on Fox and was seen by an 
lion on Fox, down 10 from New England's win 

over Kansas City on CBS in the comparable time period 

last year. 
The Patriots’ 34-16 victory over Houston on Saturday 

night had an 18.2/31 on CBS, which said total viewers 

were not yet available. 

Packers flip 
script, experience 

last-second 
playoff win 

By Genaro C. Armas 
Associated Press 

GREEN BAY, Wis. — 
For once after a game, 

| Green Bay Packers kicker 
Mason Crosby felt sore. 
He got mobbed by giddy 

| teammates after hitting the 
| 51-yard field goal as time 
| expired to beat the Dallas 
| Cowboys. 

| 
| 
| | 

At one point, Crosby had 
to beg hulking left tackle 
David Bakhtiari from try- 
ing to pick up the kicker 
for a victory parade. 

After getting eliminated 
from the playoffs on the 
last play in each of the 
previous three seasons, the 
Packers experienced last- 
second elation in the 34-31 
win over Dallas on Sunday. 
Green Bay will face the 

Atlanta Falcons on the 
road in the NFC champion- 
ship game on Sunday. 

“Usually after a game, 
I don’t feel beat up,” a 
smiling Crosby said on 

| Monday. “We play a kid's 

game, and those moments 
like that, just kind of bring 
that (joy) out of us.” 

Crosby's clutch kick was 

set up by Aaron Rodgers’ 
| throw , while rolling to his 
| left, to toe-dragging tight 
| end Jared Cook along the 
sideline for a 36-yard gain. 
Coach Mike McCarthy on 

| Monday credited Rodgers 
with making all the right 

| calls on that play. 
“It’s one of the greatest 

plays that you'll ever see 
in that ... we call it the final 
eight (plays) situation for 
us. But yes, the orchestra- 

| tion and the protection call, 
the route concept, great, 

| great job with it,” McCar- 
| thy said. 

And with those two 

plays, the Packers were 
able to cross “last-second 
win on the road” off their 

checklist during what has 
been a remarkable turn- 

around for a team that was 

once 4-6. 
Last season, the Arizona 

Cardinals beat the Packers 

in overtime 26-21 in the 
divisional round on Larry 
Fitzgerald's 5-yard touch- 
down catch. 

The Packers fell 28-22 to 
the Seahawks in overtime 
on Jermaine Kearse's 35- 

yard touchdown reception 
in the NFC title game in 
Seattle two years ago after 
blowing a 16-0 : 
They lost 23-20 in a 

wild-card game in the 2013 
season to the San Francis- 
co 49ers on Phil Dawson's 
33-yard field goal as time 
expired in regulation. 

CCT Tsually after a 
Ua Gr 

feel beat up. We play a 
kid's game, and those 
moments like that, just 
kind of bring that (joy) 
out of us. 

Mason Crosby, Green Bay 
Packers kicker 

“We've been in that 
situation before. We've 
got to keep fighting and 
keep playing until the last 
second,” tight end Richard 
Rodgers, who caught a 
34-yard touchdown pass 
against Dallas, said on 
Sunday. 
The Packers have 

bounced back from the 
season-ending injury to 
running back Eddie Lacy 
in October. They have 
proven that they can win 
even without top receiver 
Jordy Nelson, who missed 
the Cowboys game with 
injured ribs. The defense 
has withstood injuries to 
the secondary. 

“This team’s personality 
is one of a unique energy. | 
They don’t swing too high, 
they don’t swing too low,” 
McCarthy said Monday. 
“When you go through 
playoff runs, a lot of teams 
go through injuries. You 
have to overcome it. We 
will.” 
McCarthy said it was 

too early to tell what 
Nelson might be able to 
do when practice resumes 
on Wednesday, though he | 
called it a good sign that [ 
Nelson was able to go 
through a light, “regenera- 
tion” workout on Monday. { 
The typically lighter 

day probably helped the 
Packers after returning to 
Green Bay about a couple 
of hours late after the 
game on Sunday because 
of stormy weather in the 
Dallas area. Like fans who 
had attended the game, 
the Packers’ departure 
from AT&T Stadium was 
delayed. 

But it was a pretty fun 
flight back home. 

“I wish I had a great 
story to tell you, but I tried 
0 wach 4 ite bit of he 

teelers game (against) the 
Chiefs, but you know, the 
TV was kind of going in 
and out Shiously beste 
of the weather,” y 
said. 
The coaches “mainly 

worked on the way back. 
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“I struggled for a while to find 
that groove, that rhythm.” 

Federer had surgery on the 
knee after a semifinal exit at the 

semifinals, then didn’t play again 
in 2016. In November, he fell out 
of the top 10 for the first time in 
734 weeks. 
The 17th-seeded Federer 

wasn't the only highly-ranked 
player to find the going tough 
Monday. 

Stan Wawrinka, the U.S. Open 
champion, was pushed to five 
sets. So was No. 5-seeded Kei 
Nishikori. Angelique Kerber. 
defending champion and ranked 
No. | at a major for the first time, 
had some nervous moments in 
her 6-2, 5-7, 6-2 win over Lesia 
Tsurenko 

Kerber won her first Grand 
Slam title in Melbourne last year, 
beating Serena Williams in the 
final after saving a match point in 
the first round 

After wasting a match point 
before her serve was broken 
as Tsurenko rallied to win the 
second set, Kerber said her mind 
raced back 12 months. 
“When | lost the second set, 

and | had match point, | was 
thinking about my match last 
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Roger Faderér celebrates after defeating Jurgen Melzer in their first round match at the Australian Open tennis champi- 
onships in Melbourne, Australia, on Monday. 

year in the first round,” she said 
“First rounds are always tough.” 

In his first Grand Slam match 
with the elevated status of hav- 
ing a knighthood and the No. | 
ranking, Andy Murray berated 
himself when he made mistakes 
and frequently yelled during a 
7-5, 7-6 (5), 6-2 win over lllya 
Ma.chenko 

In other words, nothing much 
has changed 
The five-time finalist comfort- 

ably navigated what he hoped 
was the first step to a drought- 
breaking Australian Open title 

Murray has lost four of the last 
six finals in Melbourne to six- 
time champion Novak Djokovic 
Gaining the top ranking 

and receiving the civic honors 
doesn’t change anything for Mur- 
ray, who said he faces “the same 
pressure, same expectations. I've 
never won here — I'm going to 
try to change that this year.” 
Wawrinka, who made his 

Grand Slam breakthrough in 
Australia in 2014, narrowly 
scraped past 35th-ranked Martin 
Klizan 4-6, 6-4. 7-5, 4-6, 6-4 

In the ninth game of the fifth 
set, Wawrinka smashed a soft 
half-volley from Klizan straight 
back into the Slovakian’s body, 

clipping the frame and just miss- 
ing his midsection. He stepped 
over the net and ensured Klizan 
was OK, then held serve in that 
game and broke in the next game 
to finish it off. 

Nishikori beat Andrey 
Kuznetsov 7-5, 1-6, 6-4, 7-6 (6), 
6-2. Joining him in the second 
round are 2014 U.S. Open cham 
pion Marin Cilic, 2008 Austra- 
lian Open finalist Jo- Wilfried 
Tsonga, No. 19 John Isner, No 
23 Jack Sock, No. 27 Bernard 
Tomic, No. 29 Viktor Troicki and 
No. 31 Sam Querrey. 

Also, No. 14 Nick Kyrgios 
returned from his suspension for 
underperforming in Shanghai 
last year and raced through a 6-1. 
6-2, 6-2 win over Gastao Elias 

No. 16 Lucas Pouille was the 
highest-ranked of the three men’s 
seeded players to lose 

Five of the women's seeded 
players went out. including No 
4 Simona Halep. who lost 6-3, 
6-1 to Shelby Rogers in the first 
match on Rod Laver Arena, and 
No. 15 Roberta Vinci, who lost 
to CoCo Vandeweghe 

Seven-time major winner 

Venus Williams beat Kateryna 
Kozlova 7-6 (5), 7-5, and 2014 
Wimbledon finalist Eugenie 

Bouchard continued her recent 
resurgence by routing Louisa 
Chirico 6-0, 6-4 

Joining them in the next round 
will be French Open champion 
Garbine Muguruza, Olympic 
gold medalist Monica Puig, No 
8 Svetlana Kuznetsova, No. 10 
Carla Suarez, No. 11 Elina Svito 
lina and No. 20 Zhang Shuai 

Sixteen-year-old Destanee 
Aiava became the first player 
born in this millennium to play in 
the main draw of a major, but the 
milestone match ended in a 6-3 
7-6 (4) loss to Mona Barthel 

Monday 
Al Melbourne Park 

Melbourne. Australia 
Purse $37.4 million (Grand Siam 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
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Alex de Minau Austraka Oe! Germio Meus: Austra 
87482 6 

© Puss, 53.64.67 85) 61 
John lene (19). United Sues. del Konstaren Kuavohus. 

Andrey Rublev. Russie. del Yen-heun Lu Taiwan 44 

Jaze, Tunisia, Oot Go Souda. Japan. 63 64.63 
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Justin Thomas leaves Hawaii riding a big wave 
By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Winning never 
gets old, even for the young. 

That's why Justin Thomas was 
mildly annoyed when one of the 
perks from his victory at the Sony 
Open vanished before his eyes. Fresh 
off his sweep of Hawaii, he looked 
up from his phone and said to his 
father, “320.” 
The number wasn't at all related 

to any of the scoring records he set 
at Waialae Country Club. It was the 
number of text messages that myste- 
riously got wiped out before he could 
even read them. It’s a safe bet they 
all read the same way 
Thomas, all of 23, is playing some 

pretty good golf. 
“Pretty unbelievable what he’s 

doing right now,” said Jordan Spieth, 
who has known Thomas since they 
were 13. “He's got full control of 
his game, full confidence, and he’s 
executing under pressure. It’s a lot of 
fun to see — stuff that myself and a 
lot of our peers have seen going back 
‘almost 10 years now.” 

The last two weeks — really, the 
last three months — everyone else 
has started to notice 

Thomas won the CIMB Classic in 
Malaysia for the second straight year 
During his short break from golf. he 
concentrated on shoring up his ac 
curacy off the tee and his efficiency 
with the wedge and the putter. He 
showed up in Hawaii for the new 
year and swept both PGA Tour 
events convincingly — a three-shot 
victory Hideki Matsuyama on Maui 
a seven-shot victory over Olympic 
gold medalist Justin Rose on Oahu 

That led one of two questions 
Who is this guy or where was this 

guy? 
More than just a wire-to-wire 

victory in the Sony Open, Thomas 
opened the tournament with a 59, 
only the eighth sub-60 round in PGA 

Tour history. And he never really let 
up until he set the 36-hole scoring 
record, tied the 54-hole scoring re- 

cord, and tapped in for birdie on his 
final hole to set the 72-hole scoring 

record 
In two weeks on two islands. he 

was 49 under par 
This being the Aloha State. it’s fair 

to ask if this was hello or goodbye 
Was this a two-week stretch in which 

Thomas stamped himself a veritable 
rising star? Or was it simply a player 
riding the kind of wave found across 

the island on the North Shore? 
Or maybe. as Spieth suggested. it's 

neither 
“He's already been there.” Spieth 

said. “He's gone through the process 
He's succeeded at each level and just 
moved up the totem pole. When you 
get out to the big tour. sometimes 
it takes a little bit of ime to win, or 
win in bunches.” 

Spieth speaks from experience 
He won in his first year. then went 

through a winless PGA Tour season 
as a sophomore. In his third season. 
Spieth rocketed to the top of golf by 
winning the Masters and U.S. Open, 
chasing the Grand Slam and winning 
the FedEx Cup to go with his five 
victories 

This is the third year for Thomas 
He already has won three times in 
five starts, as many titles as anyone 
captured all of last year. And it’s not 
even February, so maybe more great 
golf is on the horizon. The first major 
is still three months away 

“I wouldn't say it's a good player 
that’s hot, and | wouldn't say it's a 
birth of a guy, either,” Spieth said 
“I would say it’s just a tremendous 
player who's already been at that 
level. It just takes winning a couple of 
times, | think. Then they start to fall 

Wagner leads (relatively) old guard for US figure skating 
By Dave Skretta South Korea, be something in this sport, 

i She is at the forefront and be remembered for 
Associaed Press of what might best be achieving something great 

described as the antithesis ~~ Whether that’s my world 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 

Ashley Wagner remembers 

being glued to her TV in 
the winter of 1998, when 

a sprightly young figure 
i Tara Lipinski 
was dazzling the judges 

on her way to gold at the 
Nagano Olympics. 
Wagner was 7 years old 

at the time. Lipinski was 

of a youth movement, a 
push by American figure 

silver medal or an Olympic 

medal down the road, we'll 

skating's old guard to fi- see.” 
nally return the U.S. to the Wagner qualified for the 
Olympic podium. 2014 Sochi Olympics and 
Wagner would be 26 in finished sixth in the ladies’ 

Pyeongchang. Mirai Na- competition, then helped 
gasu would be 24. Gracie the U.S. team win a bronze 

pe would be 23. medal in the newly formed 
ot exactly young in the team event 

world of figure skating, But along with Gold's 
“I've always admired fourth-place finish and 

Michelle Kwan,” ninth for Polina Edmunds, 
said of the two-time Olym- the Americans once more 
pic medalist, who spent a struggled to find Olympic 

lite level at the success. The nation that . 
Lk produced champions Suc 

onto that top spot for so as Scott Hamilton and 
long, and that's something Brian Boitano on the men’s 
1 always wanted in my side and Peggy Fleming 
career. and Dorothy Hamill on the 

“I've been around for women’s side has not had 
50 long, T've seen ath- a ladies’ medalist since 
letes come and go,” she Sasha Cohen won silver at 

spot The drought fo i 
because © straight Winter Qlympics 

with at least one ladies 
figure skating medal 
So perhaps it's a good 

thing the U.S. team could 
be on the experienced side 
in Pyeongchang. So many 
of the missteps in recent 
years have come with 
teams of youngsters — Ed 
munds had not yet turned 
16 in Sochi — rather than 
skaters who have been 
through the grind. 

Yes, there's something 
to be said for youthful 
exuberance in a sport 
where showmanship is 
often rewarded, but there is 
also a benefit to knowing 
how to deal with nerves on | 
a world stage. 

“Ashley has said this 
before, I think: We're like 
bottles of wine,” Nagasu 
said, “and we just get bet- 
ter with age. I've really 
learned through figure 
skating there are going to 
be ups and downs.” 

Obama celebrates 
World Series 
champion 

Chicago Cubs 
By Darlene 
Superville 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON 
President Barack Obama 
celebrated the World Senes 
champion Chicago Cubs 
on Monday and spoke 
about the power sports has 
to unite people 

“Throughout our history 
sports has had this power 
to bring us together even 
when the country is divid 

ed.” Obama said at a White 
House ceremony for his 
hometown team. “Sports 
has changed attitudes and 
culture in ways that seem 
subtle but that ultimately 
made us think differently 
about ourselves.” 

‘It is a game and 
celebration.” he said, 

i and noted that “there's a 

direct line between Jackie 
Robinson and me standing 
here.” Robinson, a second 
baseman for the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, broke Major 
League Baseball's color 
line to become its first 
black player. 
The White House event 

came four days before 
Obama hands the presiden- 
cy over to Donald Trump 
following one of the most 
divisive elections in recent 
memory. 

It also follows a week- 
end in which civil rights 
icon John Lewis said he 
didn’t consider Trump a le- 

| gitimate president because 
| of Russian meddling in the 

for the Cups after the Sox 

« hroughout our 
history, sports 

has had this power 
to bring us together 
even u Soo the coun 
try is divided. Sports 
has changed attitude: 
and culture in ways 
that seem subtle but 
that ultimately made 
us think differently 
about ourselves.” 

President Barack Obama 

failed to reach the playoffs 
His wife. first lady 

Michelle Obama. however 
is a lifelong Cubs fan. She 
greeted Cubs players be 
fore the ceremony. which 
Obama noted was her first 

appearance at some of the 
roughly 50 events he has 
hosted for championship 
college and professional 
sports teams 

The Cubs gave Obama 
two baseball jerseys 

home and away — with the 
number 44, among other 
gifts. Cubs first baseman 
Anthony Rizzo also wears 
the number, and Obama 
referred to Rizzo as “my 
fellow 44.” Obama is the 
nation's 44th president 
Obama said it will be hard 

for him to wear the jersey, 
but told the Cubs: “Do know 
that among Sox fans | am 

Hours after the Cubs 
won the series in Novem- 
ber, Obama asked the team
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imelichk 310 +30 +107 |[DeCom 85.13 +1752 +259 
VollnoSci 805 +75 +103 |PinglanM 235 +48 +287 

TelinstE) 485 +40 +04 [Protvixrs 242 +34 +163 

NDynMng 228 +19 +01 [SenesTcn 0.38 +131 +162 

LOSERS ($2 on wone) LOSERS (52 on wone) 
: Name Last Chg %Chg 

4 [xGTchwtrs 560 -1440 -720 
Skyine 1318 107 -75 |CellectBion 435 -1.76 288 
CortrusEn 715 -49 64 |UmnmRsrs 252 -61 195 
munoClirs 275 -13 45 |Galecinun 840 -187 182 
RadlogpfA 2533 117 44 |SkfinMdrs 239 -43 152 

Diary Dany 
| Advanced 1831 | Advanced 214 | Advanced 1978 
Declined 1,006 | Declined 128 | Declined 846 

Unchanged 146 | Unchanged 28 | Unchanged 219 
Total issues 3.073 | Total issues 368 | Total issues 3041 | 

New Highs 131 | New Highs 10 | New Highs 146 
New Lows 7 |New Lows 3 |New Lows 15 

Volume 2.982.774.495 | Volume 108,488,673 | Volume 1.538,620,605 

52-Week Net YTD S2wk 
Low Name Last Chg %Chy % * 

19,099.63 1545056 Dow Jones Industrials 19,885.73 $27 08 +62 +2438 

949029 640331 Dow Jones Transportation 920234 +5787 +63 +175 43187 
72383 570.73 Dow Jones Utiites 656.78 9% 15 43 27 

1168845 893799 NYSE Composite 1122117 +28.02 +21 +154 42073 
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YO Ym 

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg Name Div. PE Last Chg %Chy 
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Read Basin Business and the Oil Report every Sunday 

19,885.73 
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rx. Then he hired Hartman to roof it!!! 
All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates pantion this ad. and receive $300.00 

Commercial * Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 
www.HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more 

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 

YOUR CHAIR 15 NOW LISTEN TO HIM 
SQUEAKING COMPLAIN AND TELL 
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Experienced pump salesperson needed. Excellent compensation and 

benefit plans provided. Please submit resume by fax to 432-570-1115 or 

s.. | $500 PER WEEK! | —— 
Sales Person Wanted. Experienced in RV industry. Texas RV 

Superstore formally Ken's RV. Call for more info. 432-697-6447 

Doyou have [| 
a reliable car VW 
with insurance 

Automation Technician 

independent 
fast-growing automation industry. This position requires a minimum of 3 years 

olifield experience and 2 years electrical experience. Journeyman electricians 

contractor delivering 

the Midland 

preferred. Competitive pay based upon qualifications. Great benefits and 

working environment. Applicants must pags a background check, drug 

screen, and electrical aptitude test. Applications must be picked up at 12200 

W. Hwy 80 E., Odessa, TX. Applicants must provide a resume in person 

Applications must be received by January 23rd, 2017 at 4.00 P.M 

General Labor, Pit Lining, Foreman Reporter-Telegram. 
Bugle Energy Services, LLC is hiring jor general labor, pit lining and a 

foreman with minimum of 2 years experience , spray crew with 

experience in spraying polyurea, (experience in bed lining spraying or 

auto painting acceptable) Apply in person at 5205 FM 715. Monday 
Wednesday or Friday between 7 am - 5 pm or call 0 set up 

appointment at (432) 218-7839. Must be able to pass a drug test. 

now hiring positions. Wirebne . 

ators, Engineers, Crane Operators, COL Drivers, all with experience. Please 
submit your resume 10 jobs @ rushwelisite.com or complete an application at 

our office, 3008 N County Rd 1108, Midland, TX 79706 P: 432-458-3528 Field Mechanics 
Basin Engine & Pump 
Mechanics needed for Industnal Oitfield Shop Mus! be expenenced working 

on centrifugal & positive displacement pumps Furnish your own tools Ur 

forms provided. Benefits package includes vacation health insurance and re 

twament maich savings. Salary depends on expenence Please submit re 

sume by fax 10 432-570-1115 or email to bobby 8 basinengine com Applica 

buns can be filled out at 1914 S. County Rd. 1083. Midland TX 79706 

Class A CDL Drivers 
Purity Oiifield Services, LLC. (EOE) is now hiring Class A COL drivers 
with winch and/or vac truck experience. Competitive pay and excellent 

benefits Please contact 432-699-8600 for more information. submit a 

resume at mkiker @ purityoilfieldservices com, or stop by in person t 

apply at 11109 West CR 46, Midland, TX 79707 

Please come by 

our office located 

at 201 E. lllinois 
and fill out a carrier 

information sheet. 

Linda 687-8807 

Multiple Positions Available 
Midland County has the following positions available 

* Technical Clerk-Elections * Maintenance Helper in Jail 

* Jaller * Senior Foreman- Road & Bridge 

* 142nd District Court Bailiff * Empioyee Relations Coordinator 

Please see our website 

www CO midland tx us/deparmentshi/pages employment aspx 

details. pay and applications To be sidered y must send a npleted 

application with job re‘erence mbers 10 the address indicated on the 

apphcatior 

Class A CDL Driver with Hazmat & Tanker endorsement 

Service Seal LLC has an immediate opening for a Class A CDL 

Driver with Hazmat & Tanker endorsement. We are a stable compa 

ny that offers a sign-on bonus. competitive hourly pay and exce 

lent benefits. More information regarding our benefits will be giver 

during the interview process This position requires at least 3 years 

of verifiable professional driving expenence. strong mputer skilis 

along with passing the pre-employment background screening J 

Drivers have most weekends off and will not have many overnight 

deliveries Please submit your resume to tammy @ ente T 

for review and consideration or contact Rodofo Sanchez at 

432-889-6985 to complete an application in person 

Warehouse Person 
Natural Gas Services Group is seeking 8 Warehouse person Must 

have experience with inventory, cycle counts, shipping and receiving 

Must be able to lift 60 pounds, pass physical, drug and background 

check. NSGSI offers a competitive salary and benefits 

Send your resume to employment @ngsgi.com or call 432-262-2700 

West Texas Mud Lo rs Needed 

Co. In business since 1953. Good benefits. Exp. Req. Send 

resume w/contact info. & exp. to: OFFICE @PWL-INC.COM 

Local CDL Truck Driver Needed 
Must be willing to drive and work in warehouse 

Apply at: 11524 county Rd. 128 W_ Midland ™ 

LVN 
LVN Full Time needed for Addiction medical clinic. Early moming hours 

Medication Management. TB tests, biood draws, medical orders. Paid 

vacations, holidays, personal days. Routine travel between Midland and 

Odessa. Periodic travel to Abilene/San Angelo area required. Na health 

insurance available. Please fax resume to 800-671-8364 

——— rr 

Nurse 
Immediate opening for RN, experience preferred. FT 

+ Excellent benefit package. Send resume with references to . 

@gmail.com or Midland Women's Clinic, Attn: eT ———— — 

Bulla, W. Wiinois Ave Suite Midland, X 
owas flow fore 300, LTA 790) Veterinary Technician & a Kennel Technician 

Full time Veterinary Technician & a Kennel Technician. Call 

432-687-4118 for for more information and an interview 

Truck Pusher/Salesman 
Truck Pusher/Salesman for a local trucking company Must have 

NOW HIRING EQUIPMENT OPERATORS 
Entry Level & Experienced Equipment Operators. Must have a Class A COL 

License. Apply at TITAN PETROSERVICES 6100 E 1-20. MIDLAND TX 

or SubMIt resume onkine at www itanpetrosenvices com 

experience, good references and ability to follow D.O.T regulations 

Plesse send resume’ to P. O. Box 53, Midland, Texas. 79702 

Vacuum Truck Driver 
Vacuum Truck Drivers needed. Midkiff Transports. Class A COL 

required. Apply at 6601 FM 715, Midland. Texas 

Loca maniac company seen ssn Tran rev | [EE 
Manager experienced in all areas of HR management & administration 

including hiring, terminations, benefits, workers SoNpwsHn & Th SALES ASSOCIATE 

related functions. Other experience including HS&E, payroll, and - —-— Imes Ios. ND DoT rv 

bilingual are a plus. Contact Paimer-of Texas at 432-523-5904 ral ors 5 
P.O. Box 1060 Andrews, TX. 79714 A great customers. come see us at 4803 Andrews Highway & 812 West |-2 

Panera Bread is coming fo Midland, Texas and we have immediate Outside Seles R 
positions open for Assistant Managers. If you have restaurant Midland Reporter-Telegram 

management experience, excellent communication skills and na Michand Reportar. Taegan a looking | 
. experience managing and motivating a team, Panera Bread wants to iSalch Sus in provide A ny 

talk to you! As an employee of Panera Bread, you'll receive competitive ’ yo Rimes S300naAusas il oe Dr oswar : 

pay, bonus program, meal i dic. 8a and vision paigns that provide outstanding results. tracking 

Send resumes to Careers @togtx.com. The Cain Holding Group, LLC 
exceeding established monthly sales goals 

a Franchisee of Panera Bread is an equal opportunity employer 
Qualified candidates must be a self-starter and possess excelle . 

tion and organizational skills, be deta onented and assertive exce 

Pat we DURING A TYPICAL WEEK, NEWSPAPER 
tive attitude 

MEDIA REACH 77% OF ALL ADULTS. 
Gate Attendants needed 
Gate Guard Is looking for Gate Attendants in West Texas 
area, must have RV or Traveling traller and must pass back- 

ground. Requirements needed: Non-Commissioned license. 

Please call Paity for more information @ 361-949-6992. 

cate Guarh®, 

We are willing 10 train and offer a competitive compensation and benefits 

package. guaranteed commission for three months. a cell phone allowance 

and the opportunity 10 advance your Career an exciting. progressive and r 

novative organization in one of the fastest growing markets ir Texas 

f you want 10 join a GREAT TEAM and are ready to SUCCEED please send 

a resume 10 

Chad Anderson, Advertising Sales Manager 201 E nos Midland, TX 

79701 or eranderson@mrt.com No phone calls please 

Log into the classifieds to find 

a job that suits you better. 

Listings are updated daily. 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 

MI Txcom 

201 E. llinois 

(432)682-6222
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Do vou know an 

pa 
Midlander? 

Nominate them for 
52 Faces of Community 

The 52 Faces of Community campaign allows Chevron 

and the Midland Reporter-Telegram to honor Midland's 

unsung heroes and volunteers. We all know those who 

go the extra mile to help the community — help us share 

their stories. 

LOOKING FOR PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN: 

Health & Human Services, Veterans Affairs, Kids & Family Services, 
Senior Health & Support, Pets and Animal Care, Corporate 
Citizenship, Arts, Environment, Education, Diversity, Corporate 
Partnership and Religious Organizations. 

To nominate a Face of Community, please visit mrt.com/52Faces. 

Have questions? Email us at news@mrt.com. 

Human Energy 

Fuels Our Community 

Chevron supports Midland. 



| {r y NOW LEASING 
MERGER OPPORTUNITY 1 + DHIBUArhonsee 

GREAT INVESTMENT! | . Small Office Suite: 
Mitcholl county 160 + Fenced Yards 

A fully reporting public Company is seeking a nmin sg Ian son 

fast growing, profitable company in the oil & | Valley Center Pwot| Call 432-661-4057 

gas industry that is planning to “Go Public". With 800 Galion Pés mi. |e 
nute water wel 

The company must have a profitable y | dodec nm curenl| OFFICE / RETA 

operating history or strong future potential. |f| 4326674514 | USGS wor camp SPACE for lease 
o 2 " tudy, released Nov 45 X75 

This opportunity gives the Company wanting [Il one Boro. | 1s. "2016 25.242 || 2209 N Big Seng 

to "Go Public" a quick and relatively Yile, Wutes SA E72 da 

Mark Berryhil.com inexpensive method of listing their shares of ||| week. American Re wmereiat 

WENA Vr Cd K. If i Ii Reser Comoe | 
Teach he Los {ll Stock. If interested and you qualify as an 

§ ACRE fenced caiche USE. 3650 
Word 1-4 | accredited investor, please contact: Sree wand Nye, dvaltee fo cp) wit 8 citcss. confer 

owner in residence. 432-631-6079 breakfast area Plus 

FOUND: LAB mix dog I Mr. Charles Barkley, Attorney-at-Law ae 31-8 aan a ue 

around Andrews Hwy (704) 543-4110 We have very nice with HVAC Fenced |mobile Homes tor n 

in Midland. Call to} { 2 bedroom COMMERCIAL with a wash bay | ;ancing betv 

dentify 7 5 
x YARD/ BUILD nicles. 1801 anging b 

Re RY = apartments available || TO SUIT venicies. 1! $800 

for good quality FOR LEASE Sewiide $5.300/| Fenced in yard 

tenants at | RES, FENCE y 432-638-1341. | roads Ready * 

exceg : 2 AC CALICHEC eee | 430.387 6324 
TRIC GATE — 

ow 1 

2013 Town & Country Movs ini IRE | 2664.77 2-770 70 J 

. leather seats, free 3 RD Sasi Ea | Sh . 

in the | s2s0005 serene | J till Classified p i T Riggar 

Sl espanol —— 432-664-2718 

Midland | Hd 4WD and SUV M f p— 

Reporter- || 2008 CHEVY Tahoe. | I 
| 53L V8 79,000 | 

REE Ee TEE EE 2003 PORSCHE 911.) Mes. 4xé. 30 row. | tionary excercise| aan se ; Shop 682-6222 

CONVERTIBLE Harg- | factory tow package.| picycie. All the bells | oo oo ; 15 t offic = 

top / Soft top. Lifetime new Boning Wes. | ond whistles Ask I: whoa 3 i 

garage. 6,800 miles | NeW factory radio/cd.| gy000 best offer. | 4 ill 

$35.00. Saddle Cub | BWe Granite’ wih | pigacy can mony 432. | 4325280998 
Charlie 432-570-182: gray cloth intenor. 1] ¢ " 

E—— a owner well man 

2008 BMW 7501 Ser-| tained. Very clear ANDES 

jes Perfect condition | $13,500 432-312 RICK 8° Windsor 

Beautiful black color 310 

Asking $13,500 432 | bricks —— 

used On pallet (extra| yARD WASHER | 

pallet adng) | DRYER ALL Ss 
$1.30 / brick (min 5( PAID $80000 PER 

$350 for pallet all MO 432-634-6445 
(432) 352-6832 - - 

Paid $71,500 ask, 2 BEDROOM 

$59,000 325-4, near M Memori- 

H $800 

pad | 

Res 

2016 PREMIER Travel 

Trailer, 42 foot, 2 bed- LOCATION LOCATION 
room, 3 shdes, fiber 2 

|] For lease 5 bedroom, 3 livi 2 1/2 bath 

Sienna. | giags. front kitchen. 3 : 1.3 | 2 car garage. $2 rly 
2000. 233K miles.| o.C's washer/dryer 

- ,100 deposit, 432-697-5920 
One owner Clean | electric awning, al op- $2,100 32 592 

Carfax. New brakes.| ,.ng No smokers. NO 

front end suspension. | news In Odessa 

| timing bet Good tres. | 30000 Must sel! | FREE TO good home 3 | 
| $2.000 OBO. Cail | 432-438-6172. year old female Choc E 

432-557-0519 REDUCED jate Lab mu 
or S— HARLEY DAVIDSON| Spayed 432-214 
fckup Trucks 2005 Road King 13K| 4996 

FOR SALE CHEVRO-| Mies. $7.50 OBO applica 
| LET 2004 1/2 ton pick MUST SEE! 432-697 | over 1 1 EQUAL HOUSING 

| up. $5950. See at] RLELIELLIIEEEE ' month, $1.450 depos OPPORTUNITY 

1501 W. ilinois. Call fy it 1 year lease 432 

| 432-557-3366 an 
: 

| SAL 
Classified | 1h. 

Fax Your Ad CAN 
| 

| 
| 

682-6999 | 682-6222 | avadabie oa oon, 1 mr 1 ae ay i — 

with TV. premium 

Suddenink, Wf 

vaje enterance All| 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE J: Die paid. 683.2614 persons 
dwellings adve 

To be sold to highest qualified bidder at public sale under 

carrier's liens of FERC Tariffs No. 35.4.0 & No. 51.40 and 

carrier's lien of UCC sec. 7.307(a) & 7.308 
SECURED PARTY/CARRIER: Centurion Pipeline LP 
DEBTOR/SHIPPER: Jamex Marketing, LLC as successor [Jf 4407 CROCKETT Apt 

n interest to Bridger Trading, LLC (the “Shipper”) A. 2ved/ibath. $825 
DAY, DATE, & TIME: Mon., Jan. 30, 2017, 10:00 AM oe Su dep. 432-| ee FOR sale Residential Rentals 

entral Standard Time | Forsan, TX 3 bed-| ILE S FOR RENT. 38D2BA || 

PLACE: Office of Centurion Pipeline LP. 5 Greenway §!4407 CROCKETT Apt| room. 1 bath, 1.500} gio00mo plus $1000 deposit 2B0/1BA | 

Plaza, Suite 110, Houston, TX 77046 D. 2bed/tbath $825| 5G. ft S15K cash 489-| canny nue $800 deposit Call 432-210-4955, | |S 

COLLATERAL: 9,391.40 BBL of "Crude Petroleum’ (as §l mo, $825 dep 432. | 544-9503 202.034.4702 url Spm. alter Sp Ya only orl 

jefined in said Tariffs), of the Shipper that is in the possession §| 978-2074 I 

J the Carrier, for delivery to the winning bidder at the Carrier's §| — ee 

terminal at Colorado City, TX or al Cushing, OK 

AMOUNT DUE: $3,015,058.88 pilus reasonable attorneys 

fees and expenses of sale. 

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT: Michael T Morgan 

General Manager, Centurion Pipeline LP, 5 Greenway Plaza 

Suite 110, Houston, TX 77046, Tel 713-350-4980. 

© file a complaint 

or 1800-669-977 

| OWNER WILL more info 

EFFICENCY APART-| 811 N Ft 

MENT call Candy 432-| bedroom 1 bath 

222-0454 907 W. Da-| tral heat & ar 

kota in rear. $600] monthly payments 

monthly utilities paid| $99.900 with $8.000 

appliances fumished.| down Call Annalea at * 4 TE TREE COVER DEER 

$200 deposit | 432-260-6000 T x DOVE A aE Ev 
£ $2,926 DN-$485MO 

LL VE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO 

800-876-9720 ranchenterprisesitd.com 

OF SAN ANGELO. LEVEL WITH 

Level: 

Ki [2] 47 7S ACW. TX HUNTING. N OF 

r- COMSTOCK DEER. JAVELINA, TURKEY 

| 34] QUAN & DOVE. $2 375 DN-S304MO 

an CALL/ VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO 

866-286-0199 ranchenerprisesitd.com 

Complete the grid 

| Everything 
You Need Is Just A 

| 
| 

| { 

| fakes, Whatetal wna | 1 Hy min. creek lakes | dew | Click 

4.212 ac. Maveric Crest. canyons, whitetall and mule 

Lh] 

EEO of Snyder. 4 houses Dene arena, 

I oe wd creek, binds and feeders, ry
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| Serving Texas since 1998. 
Quality work at a reasonable price. 

Free estimates. 
Call Mark Miller at 432-258-8099. 

Sty ~ rural ~ off-grid 
HIGH SPEED INTERNET 

contact us for best plan in your area 
nationwide - residential - commercial 

available. Call 432-638 
8679 

CLEAN HOUSES, 3 te 
apartments, offices , drive- : in any condition. 

2s loging, : Call the Scott Williams 
INDEPENDENT PER X ; Team of Realtors 
SON cleans houses . 1st ESTIMATE FREE 432-689-7770. : 
10 yrs EXPOri@NCe, | ———— rT ] ? 3 

Free Estimates. Refer DOUBL e A JO J 1 

pry Bho Padiid Er tor ; FRANK D'S SERVICE 0'S BEE ‘| Interior and ‘ J p . LANDSCAPING 

tions. Call Danny @ also auto paint & body. a —————— removal. irrigation repairs or installation TREE TRIMMING, REMOVAL, GRINDING. 

432-894-0702 Low Prices. Work FALL/WINTER || (10020437 & insured. Frank 432-238-2080 BUCKET TRUCK AVAILABLE. 
WINDOWS PLUS + || =——eeee———— cauateed CLEANUP! Trees FREE ESTIMATES. INSURED. CALL JOSE 
Serving Midlanders 432-288-7848 shurbe, trimming & re- RUEDAS 432-684-6745 
since 1994. Resi oO . hoof or 352-4633 ——————————— ? he OR 432-352-7435 
dential, Commer- ( rere | 00 INTING, : } 3 JOJOSBEELAWN@ YAHOO.COM 

cial. 432-682-9322. ||Siabs, curbs, drive-| 2007, 209-1131 FEMALE PAINTER 4 . ) 

ano. we Pik up Loaves | ERENEERARRNN ways, patios, Stamp Interior/exterior electrical y ! 

concrete. Free Est iil residential/commercial y . . A Clean Alloys 
mates. Bonded & In- very professional . \ 

nef sured. Juan Sanchez At your service takes pride in her 430-607-5417 
1a t owner. 432-413-0024 | actionairplumbing.com | work, very dependable [r— | eee WILL 

A+ COMPUTER Tutor! (Electrical, |) (432) 620-8900 do piiintn CITE uproot just about any 
Jvercome Your Fear ELLIS & Sons % pid J8J ROOFING tree, very reasonable 
of Computers! ¢ Your| ALL YOUR electrical us vk oS Fuos | 432-250-4043 All Types of Roofing , prices. Call Norman 

PLACE at Your PACE. | needs met. Call G&S | 9 na & Repairs. Fence We do it all Mow- Repairs & 432.296-1424 
*Call K 32.553. | Electric. 32 Years | Sales 3 Service. Serv- [FOR GOOD quality | or "eeon, edging. beds installations yi. ¥ ron | ice all brands. 683-| paint job call Bemie at pun Yoi oa. ng. bade: License #4933 ”" . 1 468 (leave meg) | experience. 432-685 3- 

0826 | 0850. Tec! 4 22541 | 2679. TALCBOOS482. | 432-562-0361 experience. Free | === paying. Free est [|| CAM (432) 561 : Il Classified dds Interior! exterior, 1p | gqymaies Call Juan. | GENERAL YARD work [il mates, 20+ years 4 and bed, texture. No| 430.637.6881 h ee | WORDS MI THING HAULING 8 Cleanouts } pubgoremas f—— cing. weds was] 2xpatience. VILLAS YARD Service| SERVICES including 
a . : 24 HA Handyman. For| "no | PAINTING. | et og FOO woo timming. etc. Cat Bryan at [ff F505 Netecnane) eding. writing. inter ° IEEE any type of job, big or| “or type of job big | T° Estmates. Re-| Cig 432-254-6651 432-301-5827 tes. Mowing viewing, and preview 

small. Repair or re Y place, or New ROOMS, | eee beds, tree trimming & | ing. Please call 432- 682-6222 

Fax Your Ad § AN build. 432-978-9990. | OF Small. Interior | wing 5 Hail damage. | LEYVA LAWN CARE removal.  432-349-| 834-5396 ) 
ax your | Exterior. Texture, | ingurance Claims. Trees & Lawns 3803 Lod Is My 
682-6999 || 682-6222 asotk. Help with your deduc- | Professional & Efficient Shepherd, | Shut Not i 
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you work so hard 
to pay the mortgage 
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h Ei: NEVER UNDERSTOOD 
WHY MY HUMAN WON'T LEAVE THE 
HOUSE WITHOUT HER LEASH. 
| THINK SHE'S AFRAID OF GETTING 
LOST. BUT IT’S OK, | KIND OF LIKE 
SHOWING HER AROUND. 5 5 

—-HARPER 

adopted 08-18-09 

A PERSON 

} | 
IS THE BEST 

\ / / THING TO HAPPEN 

\ T0 A SHELTER PET 
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9 prominent early astronauts 
carrying on US space history 
By Seth Borenstein 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Early U.S. space his- 
tory is fading with the deaths of Gene Cer- 
nan, the last man to walk on the moon, John 
Glenn, the last of the Mercury 7 astronauts, 
and Neil Armstrong, the first man to walk 
on the moon. But others survive, veterans of 
a time when Americans were glued to their 
television sets to watch their heroics, from 
fiery Saturn V launches to ocean splash- 
downs 
More than half of the first 30 astronauts 

NASA hired have died. “There's going to 
come a time and it’s probably going to be 
in the next decade or so when none of the 
moonwalkers are going to be left,” said 
National Air and Space Museum associate 
director Roger Launius 
“As this history recedes into the back 

ground and fewer and fewer people remem 
ber it, the more mythological it becomes,” 
he said. “The majority of the human race 
has been born since we've left the moon. so 
they don’t have knowledge of it.” 

Here are nine U.S. pioneering astronauts 
who are part of living space history 

Buzz ALDRIN 

I'he second man to walk on the moon is 
still active promoting space travel, espe 
cially to Mars. The 86-year-old veteran 
of Apollo 11 and Gemini 12 made news 
recently when he fell ill while visiting Ant 
arctica to study conditions similar to Mars 
The Florida resident was released from a 
hospital in New Zealand last month 

MicHAEL COLLINS 

CoMins, 86, circled the moon while 
Aldrin and Neil Armstrong walked on the 
moon during Apollo 11 in 1969, then went 
on to work for the U.S. State Department 

and become the first director of the National 
Air and Space Museum. Now living in 
Florida, Collins, who also flew on Gemini 
10, makes a few public appearances; he has 
painted and written books 

James Lover 

Lovell, 88, was one of NASA's most 
frequent early fliers, best known as the com- 
mander of the ill-fated Apollo 13 mission, 
which teetered on catastrophe. Their ordeal 
later inspired a hit movie, in which Lovell 
was played by Tom Hanks (the real Lovell 
makes a brief appearance as a ship captain) 
He also flew on Gemini 7, Gemini 12 and 
the Apallo 8 mission that circled the moon 
for the first time. He lives in Illinois and 
makes public appearances, sometimes with 
Aldrin 

FreD HAISE 

Haise, 83, was also on that aborted 
Apollo 13 mission. He was scheduled to 
command a flight to land on the moon, but 
it was cancelled. He served as a test pilot 
for the space shuttle prototype Enterprise 
and worked in the aerospace industry. Like 
many of the others on this list, he is the U.S 
Astronaut Hall of Fame and now lives in 
Texas 

ALAN BEAN 

Bean, 84, was the fourth man to walk 
on the moon in Apollo 12 and later turned 
from space to art, especially painting. His 
paintings often have a space theme. He lives 
in Texas 

Joun Young 

Young, 86. was the first person to fly in 
space six times, including a stint command- 
ing the first space shuttle flight in 1981 

Before that he flew two Gemini missions 
and on Apollo 10 and 16. As commander 
of Apollo 16, he walked on the moon. He 
later became NASA's chief astronaut and 
a tireless advocate of astronaut safety. He 
lives in Texas 

FRANK BORMAN 

Borman, 88, commanded Apollo 8, the 
first flight in which humans circ!ed the 
moon. It is a crew remembered today for 
their Christmas Eve broadcast, in which 
they read from Genesis and Borman signed 
off wishing blessings to “all of you on 
the good Earth” — a serene ending to the 
tumultuous year of 1968. He had previously 
flown in Gemini 7. He later became chief 
executive of the now-defunct Eastern Air 
Lines 

HARRISON “JACK” SCHMITT 

Schmitt, 81, was the first scientist astro- 
naut, a geologist who got to walk on the 
moon on Apollo 17 and was the next to last 
person on the moon, getting in the lander 
before Cernan. He later was elected to the 
U.S. Senate from New Mexico. He teaches 
a bit at the University of Wisconsin and is a 
prominent scientist who rejects the main- 
stream view of man-made global warming. 

Tom STAFFORD 

Stafford, 86, commanded Apollo 10, the 
second flight around the moon, which pre- 
ceded Apollo 11's moon landing. Stafford, 
who also flew on two Gemini flights, later 
commanded the Apollo-Soyuz test program, 
which paved the way for U.S.-Soviet coop- 
eration. A Florida resident, he would go in 
to a career in NASA management and was 
often consulted as an outside expert for the 
space agency after he retired 

UK to close Halley 

Texas Hold 
‘em may 

be the next 
frontier 
in Al 

By Carol Christian 
Houston Chronicle 

Texas Hold "em, the main event 
at the World Series of Poker, is so 
complicated that computers can’t ex- 
cel at it, or so goes the conventional 
wisdom. 
But now comes word of two 

researchers who have developed an 

making ability to rival that of 
humans. 
Tuomas Sandholm, a computer 

science professor at Camegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh, and Noam 
Brown, a doctoral student there, 
created a system called Libratus that 
they believe can beat the world's best 
players at no-limit Texas Hold 'Em, 
according to Wired.com. The no-lim- 
it version allows any bet at any time. 

Earlier this month, just before the 
Jan. 11 start of a match between their 
Libratus system and four top players 
at a Pittsburgh casino, Sandholm and 
Brown learned that another research 
team had already claimed the title on 
behalf of another artificial intelli- 
gence system known as tack. 
Led by Michael Bowling, the team 

at the University of Alberta in Ed- 
monton, Afberta, published a paper 
stating that their DeepStack system 
had beaten some top human players. 
According to Wired.com, the Alberta 
team declined to discuss details 
because their paper hadn't undergone 
peer review yet. 
The Canadian research involved 

“dozens of participants and 44,000 
hands of poker,” the team’s paper 

An artificial intelligence that can 
beat the world’s best players at Texas 
Hold ‘em can prove useful in other 

physical security and global politics, 
according to Wired.com. 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

Research Station in 

Antarctica for winter 
Associated Press 

LONDON — British scientists 
have decided to close the Halley 
VI Research Station in Antarc- 
tica for the winter amid concerns 
about safety. ’ 
The British Antarctic survey 

said Monday that changes to the 
ice presents “a complex gla- 
ciological picture” that causes 
concern about the shelf on which 
the station is located in the com- 
ing months. The survey says a 
new crack on the floating Brunt 
Ice Shelf in Antarctica will force 
them to remove people before the 
Antarctic winter. 

Some employment practices seem new, different and confusing 
Dear PropellerHeads: | am thinking 

about changing jobs and the tech compa 
nies | have been looking at talk about a lot 
of weird stuff ... like no vacation. What's 
up with that? 

A: This doesn’t surprise me. As much 
as punching a time clock, a 12:00 p.m 
lunch hour, and bonus checks handed out 
by a drunken partner at the holiday party 
are not really the norm any more, there are 
some employment practices that seem a 
little new, different and confusing to those 
thinking about making a move 

Start-up and tech companies tend to be 
on the leading edge of these types of em- 
ployment trends but we are seeing some 
of these cultural shifts across multiple 
industries. Let me break down some of the 
biggies: 

Vacation. It's not “no vacation”. The 
companies that are flipping the script 
on accrued vacation and PTO buckets 
(Netflix, LinkedIn, Riot Games) are mov- 

to unlimited paid time-off policies. 
77? You mean I can get paid and 

never come to work again? Sort-of, not 
really, keep dreaming (for.tn/ZhHAHj4). 
What these policies really do is hand 

time maragement responsibilities back 
to the yees, similar to the motiva- 
tions that flex work-place and 
flex scheduling policies. The key to the 
success of these policies is trust, and so 

Chevron 

far companies that have instituted them 
have found on average that abuse is rare 
and total time-off taken is slightly higher 
or similar to the accrued amounts used in 
the past 

Hey, some companies like Evernote 
and Airbnb will even pay for you to go on 
vacation — cnnmon.ie/2ivuRnS. Excuse 
me, I'll Airbnb BRB. 

Performance. You mean I don’t have 
to walk down a long hallway with sweaty 
palms once a year just to hear I am a “Per- 
former” or “Solid Contributor” or “Some 
Other Mediocre Word For Still Employ- 
able”? 

Yes, it’s true many companies are mov- 
ing away from an annual review process 
and throwing those lame performance 
ratings out the window. key to the 
statement above is “once a year" The 
school of thought is performance conver- 
sations should be immediate and often. 
You should never ba furious about how 
you are performing in your current role 
and what that means for you within the 

By freeing the organization of structure 
and adhering to standardized performance 
periods, companies feel like they are limit- 
ing the conversation and aren't really de- 
veloping their employees, evaluating their 
performance effectively, or creating a way 
to improve performance in the long-run. 
Deloitte (bit.ly/18AceYm) was a leader in 
this movement a couple of years ago, but 
this concept is still radical in most work 
places today. 
Org Chart. Wait, | won't have a boss? 

Whose picture am | going to use to wall- 
paper my dartboard? 
Many companies are rethinking the 

traditional hierarchical structures. This is 
a nice overview of the main categories - 
bit.ly/2iBwkrX. The one you might want 
to take a deeper look at is in 5 of this 
series, the Holacracy (bit.ly/2iX20W6). 

Se aomaany 10 SYNE the oF est company to explore “no 
bosses” with around 1500 employees. 
Their thinking was that saying goodbye 
to job titles and traditional reporting 
structures would breed more meaningful 
employee contributions and feedback to| 

i decisions. 
ork Space. While we're strippin 

away titles, let's take away hs 8 ‘ 

each other. | mean, when was the last time 
you stopped at Peg’s cube and chatted? 
Many companies are still thinking — 

and rethinking — the importance of work 
environments. We've seen companies 
with luxurious campuses, catered meals, 
and collaborative work spaces becoming 
more popular in recent years. Not to say 
the days of working in your stretchy pants 
from home will ever go away completely, 
but compardes are realizing that human 
interactions among their employees are 
driving some significant results. Which 
of these does your organization fit into — 
bit.ly/2hKcT33? 

Hopefully, a deeper look into the 
motivations for these employment trends 
will help you with your job search. In the 
meantime, if you still need a pic for your 
dartboard, Peg would be a good choice. 
She sucks. We were all thinking it...I just 
said it. 

When the PropellerHeads at Data Di- 
rections aren't busy with their IT projects, 
they love to answer on business 
or consumer wh ay them to 
questions @ .com or 
contact us at Data Directions, Inc. 8510 
Bell Creek Road, Mechanicsville, VA 
23116. Visit our website at www.ask- 
thepropellerheads.com. 


