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WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Reagan, believing he has strength:

Bened his economic and military bar-
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The sources, who spoke on condi

Stion they not to be named, said Rea

pan’s recent decisions to add Soviet
Jack F. Matlock Jr. and

Lhman to the National Security
ouncil staff “point to more White
involvement in the U.S.
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negotiating position for the resump-
tion of the Strategic Arms Reduc-
tion Talks (START) with the Soviets.
Reagan was said to have studied var-
jous negotiating options while at
Camp David for a long weekend.

After Reagan and his wife
returned from the Maryland moun-
taintop retreat, they drove to the
suburban home of Secretary of State
and Mrs. George P. Shultz for a pri-
vate dinner.

The prevailing view in the admin-
istration, one source said, is that the
United States has improved its lever-
age at the negotiating table with its
recent successes and that the time
has come to seek concessions from
the Soviels on a variety of arms con-
irol and economic issues.

jut the official made it clear he
was talking about a long-range plan,
perhaps extending into a second
Ht,.udll term, should the president
seek re-election

Reagan came into office saving
the United States needed to build 1ts
strategic nuclear forces in order to
negotiate from a position of
strength, the official recalled, and
the president now believes he has
accomplished that. He cited Rea
gan s decision to resume production

dav. was the [irst officer 1o enter the
farmhouse and the onlv one of 28
officers to be shot He was wounded

n the chest and died three hours
later from a loss of blood, the stats
medical examiner said Saturday

e body believed to be Kahl has
not been identified positively

because |1 was badly burned whe:
the munitions-filled house caught
fire during the gun battle. Authori
ties were waiting for the arrival ot

his dental records

'entative dentification was made
hased on hahl's physical description
including surgical scars and a bullet
fragment found 1n a hip. said
\rkansas state medical examiner Dr
FJhTT! Malak

Malak said after autopsies on

AP Laserphoto
husband of Britain's Prime Minister Margaret
a giant glove in support of his wife at a Tory Youth
n Sunday.

Lnbyon diplomat allegedly shot by

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — Police
have arrested a 21-vear-old Lebanese
leftist and charged him with shoot-
ing Libya’'s top diplomat in Lebanon
seven times in an assassination
attempt, state and privately owned
radio stations reported today.

The radios gquoted unidentified
police officials as saying Khaled
Osman Alwan confessed he shot Lib-
van charge d'affaires Abdel-Khader
Ghoka on Sunday night.

After the shooting in his hotel
lobby, the diplomat underwent six
hours of surgery and was in critical
condition today at the American
University Hospital, the radio sta-
tions said.

The police sources were quoted as
saying Alwan, a Sunni Moslem, told
police interrogators he was a mem-
ber of the Syrian Social Nationalist
Party, a leftist Lebanese group that
advocates the incorporation of Leba-
non into a “Greater Syria.”

The party is staunch ally of the
Palestine Liberation Organiza-

‘ ) -

tion. Party spokesmen were not
available for commeéent on the
report.

The Beirut office of the French
news agency Agence France Presse
said it received two telephone calls
claiming responsibility for Ghoka’'s
shooting.

One claim was made on behalf of
the Front for the Liberation of Leb-
anon from Foreigners, a shadowy
rightist group that had claimed
responsibility for several bombing
attacks against leftist and PLO tar-
gets in Lebanon in the last two
vears, AFP said.

The second call came in behalf of

‘Al-Jihad Allslami, an underground

Shiite Moslem group loval to Iran’s

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini which

had claimed responsibility for

attacks recently on the multina-
tional peacekeeping force in Beirut
the agency said.

But all Lebanese radio stations
ignored these claims and concen-
trated on reports attributed to

of the B-1 bomber, press develop-
ment of the Trident nuclear subma-
rine and missile svstem and get con-
gressional approval for the MX.

The appointment of Matlock, the
present U.S. ambassador to Czecho-
slovakia who has devoted much of
his career to Soviet and East Euro-
pean affairs, as senior director of
European and Soviet affairs on the
NSC staff was disclosed over the
weekend, although no formal
announcement has been made. The
White House announced last week
that Lehman, a former deputy assis-
tant secretary of defense for inter-
national security affairs, had been
named senior director for defense
programs and arms control.

The appointments, one source
said, “are an indication of the level
of interest (national security affairs
advisor William P.) Clark and the
president will be giving to the U.S.-
Soviet policy area.

Although the State Department
continues to play an active role, the
buildup of people on the NSC staff is
one of the first moves toward a re-
emphasis on U.S.-Soviet issues In
coming months, the officidls said.

(See REAGAN, Page 2A)

ourners honor sheriff
ain in shootout with Kahl

Matthews and Kahl on Saturday that
there is a “great probability” that
the bodv was Kahl's

‘I think the sheriff shot Kahl and
KRahl shot the sheriff,” FBlI Agent
Rav McElhaney of Little Rock said
Saturday

More than 500 people crowded a
sinall Methodist church on Sunday
{ the funeral for Matthews, 37, of
Walnut Ridge

['rooper Mike Coy of the Arkansas
State Police was one of 200 law
enforcement officers who attended
Matthews funeral. ""He was not
afraid to pay the price.” Coy said.

(See SHERIFF. Page ZA)

Taking advantage of sunny weather this week
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Polls predicting Thatcher victory

Bookmakers stop rakmg befs

LONDON (AP) British book-.
makers were so convinced today
that Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher’'s Conservatives will win at
the polls this week that they stopped
taking bets on them

Opinion polls unanimously predict
the election Thursday will give Mrs.
Thatcher her second term in office
and produce a stinging defeat for
the Labor Party, currently Britain's
main opposition party.

“There's No Stopping Her Now!"
sald a headline today in the
staunchly pro-Thatcher Daily Mail
newspaper

But Labor leader Michael Foot
said he does not believe the surveys
The only poll that matters, he said, is
“the one where ordinary people put
their cross in the box.”

William Hill, Britain's biggest
bookmaking operation, said the Con-
servatives are such a sure thing that
the bookmakers stopped taking bets
on them because, after paying bet.
ting tax, bettors would have a hard
lime making money on them. With
the 11038 odds listed recently, a bet.
tor after tax could win only 90 cents
for every $8 wagered.

Seven newspaper polls published

police that Alwan was a member of
the Syrian group.The stations did
not explain why a leftist would
shoot a Libyan diplomat. They said
the suspect was being interrogated
in “utmost secrecy.”’

Earlier, the Voice of Free Leba-
non radio station of the rightist
Christian Phalange Party’s “Leba-
nese Forces'' militia identified
Alwan as the man in police custody.
The radio claimed Alwan was work-
ing for Fatah, the PLO’s main guer-
rilla group.

There was no confirmation of the
reports about Alwan from

The Phalange Party i1s a bitter foe
of the PLO and Fatah, which have
been at odds recently with Libyan
leader Col. Moammar Khadafy. Kha-
dafy last month accused Arafat of
plotting with the CIA to assassinate
him and declared Libya's support
for a dissident faction within Fatah.

The state radio quoted police
sources as saying the assailant
walked into the Napoleon Hotel, in

L g

B

See Related story, 8A

Sunday all showed Labor tratling by
substantial margins. Labor has stag
gered through the four-week cam
paign, beset by internal feuds and
pushing the most left-wing platform
of its 83 vear history

The polls gave the conservatives
between 44 and 47 percent;, Labor
between 24 and 31 percent and the
centrist Social Democratic-Liberal
alliance between 23 and 28 percenl
The polls also suggest Labor has
been losing ground while the all
ance has been gaining

Alliance leader David Steel said
his coalition was now the only effes
tive alternative to Mrs. Thatcher s
hardline conservatism.

“We have not yet given up the
prospect of catching them by polling
day. They have a long lead but we
do not know what the effect will be
on the race now being between us
and the Tories,” Steel said

If the polls prove accurate, Labor
faces its worst showing since It
polled 306 percent in a 1931 Conser
vative landslide. The polls also indi
cate Conservatives could win 400

Lebanese

mostly Moslem west Beirut, where
he asked to reserve several rooms
He then walked out, returning a
short time later as Ghoka entered
the hotel.

While Ghoka was at the desk ask-
ing for his key, the man pulled out a
pistol and shot him seven times,
wounding him in the neck, chest,
abdemen, thigh and arm, the radio
quoted the sources as saying.

The man was described as stocky,
of medium height, with brown hair
and wearing blue jeans. The radio
said he fled from the hotel, bran-
dishing his gun, and that hotel
employees told officials the gunman
spoke Arabic with a Lebanese
accent.

Ghoka had been living at the hotel
since the Libyan embassy building
was badly damaged during the siege
of Beirut by Israel last summer.

The assassination attempt came on
the eve of the first anniversary of
Israel’s invasion of Lebanon.
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seats in the House of Commons, (o1
a !r-.u-,_. 190-s¢at majornty compared
with a current 2H-seat edge

Such a lineup would mean Mr
Thatcher would never be In dangei
of losing a parhamentary vots

Even so, Mrs. Thatcher has admit

ted that a surge of support for th«
alliance has been a worry to her

A poll by Market Opinion and
Research International (MORD for
the Sunday Times found 2V percent
of Conservative supporters prepared
to vote for the alhance in a bid to
stop Labor in districts where the
Conservative candidate s given ht
lle hope of winning

In her campaign speeches, Mrs
Fr'hatcher has warned that if this
tactical voting  spreads around the
country 1o more marginal seats, 1

could hand seats to Labor that 1
would otherwise never expect to
ain tn a Conservative landslide
Because of bedrock lovaity to
their party, Labor supporters ar
considered far less likelv than Con
servatives 1o switch their votes tacti
callv when their candidates face a

hopeless task
This was underiined by the
new poll published today,
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Partly cloudy and cooler with
the low temperature in the upper
50s. Details on Page 2A.

Colorful house
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when Robert Welch
proclaimed that the
threat of a communist
conspiracy “is the driv-
ing danger which
should determine our
thinking about almost
everything else.”

At that meeting in
Indianapolis, Welch
declared a dual war
against communism
and “big government,”
and the John Birch
Society was born.

Twenty-five years
later, the 83-year-old
Welch has turned over
society leadership to
two0 younger men.

But the right-wing
organization’'s new
leaders say they remain
committed to rallying
Americans against the
spread of communism,
socialm and declining
morality.

“We're not fooling
around. We think civili-
zation is at stake,” said
the society’s national
director of public infor-
mation, John McManus.
“If the government of
the U.S. continues to
grow, it will soon be
total government, and
that's communism.”

The group’s new
president is Birch
staffer Thomas Hill,
and the chairman is
Rep. Lawrence McDon-
ald, D-Ga., considered
one of the Capitol’s
most conservative law-
makers. Both titles had
been held by Welch,
who will assume the
title of chairman
emeritus.

Hill, 47, who as
Welch's second-in-com-
mand was groomed to
take over the top spot,
and McDonald, 48, were
voted in at the society's
annual dinner, held in
March in Los Angeles.

“We certainly intend
to fulfill the original
purposes of the society
In every way and to
continue in the frame-
work that was outlined
in the beginning.,” Hill
said in a telephone
interview from Birch
headquarters in Bel-
mont, Mass.

in an interview from
Washington, McDonald
said today’s member
does not want to
appear “like a punch
drunk fighter who goes
SWIinging every time
somebody clangs a
bell..and sees a commu-
nist under every bed.”

The group is espe-
cially vocal these days
in blaming the nation's
financial decline on
government funding of
the left and assistance
to foreign communists.

And the society
vigorously opposes fem-
inist causes, the nuclear
{reeze movement, the
United Nations, labor
unions, government
funding of abortion,
and “left-wing” groups
such as the League of
Women Voters.

The United Nations
has been a particular
target. Last summer
the society sent peti-
tions bearing more
than 2.9 million signa-
tures to Congress urg-
ing US. withdrawal
from the world organi-
zation.

In a letter accompan-
ving the petitions,
McManus asked Presi-
dent Reagan and Con-
gress 1o "help separate
our nation from the
petly tyrants, commu-
nists and assorted
America-haters who
dominate the U.N.”

The group is not
aligned with the Rev.
Jerry Falwell's Moral
Majority or conserva-
tive political action
groups, and McMannus
questions the commit-
ment of the ‘‘new
right” that has received
credit for ideas he says
were implanted by the
Birchers.

“We believe...we
have been largely
responsible for making
the American public
more conservative,” he
said. “We think that
many of the elections
in 1980 were affected
by the group's educa-
tional programs,
including the election
of Ronald Reagan.”

But Reagan is not
spared attacks by the

society, which has pub-

lished critical reports
on his administration's
budget deficit and
spending. .

“We like the rhetoric,
but we don't like the
performance,"’
McManus said.

Soviet-Cuban support of revolu-
tionary movements in Central
America.

She thinks the theory of falling
dominoes applies to Central America
just as it did to the Vietnamese com-
munist conquest of South Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos after the U.S.
pulled out of the Indochina war. She
shares the president’s fear that if
the communist-oriented revolution-
ists seize power in El Salvador, then
Guatemala will fall and Mexico will
be the next prime target. She
doesn’'t want her two boys to be
called on to fight, and possibly die,
on the Mexican border when the
potential threat to America’s secu-
rity can, she believes, be stopped in
Central America with military and
economic aid to the anti-communist
forces in those countries.

ON DOMESTIC ISSUES, she is
fully aware that if the president
runs for re-election, as she is con-
vinced he will, the Democrats will
probably try to make unemploy-
ment a major issue in the campaign,
portraying the president as lacking
concern for the working classes. She
ridicules this as political rhetoric
and a lack of understanding of the
president’'s compassion for the
underprivileged bred from the mis-
ery of his own poverty-stricken fam-
ily's experience during the great
depression of the 1930’s. She, too,
came up the hard way. Her dock-
working father never made more
than $100 a week, and she remem-
bers her mother braving the wintry
weather of Buffalo, N.Y. to walk to a
nurses aid job to earn money to
help educate her two children

The views of the candid, articulate
and dynamic 44-year-old woman
were made clear during a luncheon

workers in factories, mines an
office as well as farmers,
with less attention devoted to

appearances at wealthy fundraising
dinners.

BECAUSE SHE IS so frank,

intense and outspoken, the grand-

daughter of an immigrant Irishman
has become a controversial figure in
White House circles since she suc-
ceeded Mrs. Robert Dole as public
liaison director last March. It was
assumed by some White House
advisers she would devote her atten-
tion to women's issues but she
quickly let it be known she was not
interested in doing that. She points
out that she has never been deeply
involved in women's issues. She has
alienated feminists by opposing the
Equal Rights Amendment and anti-
abortionists by favoring individual
choice.

White House aids who fear she
might become a political liability
have already started leaking stories
about her alleged indiscretions at
staff meetings and predicting her
role in policy decisions on the sensi-
tive women's issue will be curbed.

However, she is said by others in
the White House to have the strong
support of the president, to whom
she delivered in 1980 the votes of
Delaware County, a key suburban
county near Philadelphia. At that
time, she was a member of the Penn-
sylvania legislature and one of the
most successful Republican women
activists in the state. She helped him
draft the Republicans’ 1980 defense
policy plank.

AFTER HE WON the election,
President Reagan rewarded her
with the post of ambassador to Swit-
zerland. The Jersey City-born gradu-
ate of Wells College studied law at
the University of Pennsylvania, took
a post-graduate course at the Acad-
emy of International Law, The
Hague, taught in Philadelphia public
schools, and served as special assis-
tant to the attorney general in the
Pennsylvania departments of Justice
and Public Welfare before being
elected to the state legislature in
1972. She joined the Reagan presi-
dential campaign in 1976

White House tells Pentagon

to get press act together

Copley News Service

WASHINGTON — The White
House, reportedly miffed at a string
of embarrassing and untimely state-
ments by top military officials at
breakfast meetings with news corre-
spondents, has asked Defense Secre-
tary Caspar W. Weinberger “to get
the Pentagin’s press relations acl
together.”

This was disclosed Thursday to
Copley News Service by a member
of the Defense Department secretar-
iat who said William Clark, Presi-
dent Reagan’'s national security
adviser, had made the suggestion to
Weinberger, a close associate with
whom he is in frequent telephone
communication.

According to an administration
source, Clark and other White House
officials were not at all happy that
Dr. Richard D. DeLauer, under sec-
retary of defense for research and
engineering, disparaged the Navy's
Trident | submarine-launcheu ballis-
tic missile for allegedly “lousy” per-
formances in recent tests.

“This was not really helpful when
we were, at the time, fighting hard
to win approval for the MX on Capi-
tol Hill,” the source said.

IN REACTION TO Clark's call,
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul
Thayer called in high ranking offi-
cials Tuesday to demand that they

“sing from the same sheet of music”

at news conferences and other pub-
lic appearances.

Thayer directed that a depart-
ment public affairs officer monitor
and ask tough questions (a la the
“murder boards” of vore) at brief-
Ings service secretaries, members of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and other
top officials get from their own
press relations aides prior to meet-

INgs with reportert

It is understood that the Pentagon
public affairs office, which is
headed by Henry Catto, takes a dim
view of the workability of such a
procedure and wants to settle for a
requirment that the officials read
his office’s briefing book for guid
ance — the party line on key issues

DeLauer criticized the Trident at
a breakfast meeting with reporters
May 17. The next day. at a similar
gathering, Adm. James D. Watkins.
chief of nav(Cl operations, stoutly
defended the missile and called
DelLauer's remarks “unfortunate.”

ON ANOTHER controversialsub-
ject, Watkins pointed out that Secre
tary of the Navy John F. Lehman Jr
may talk a lot about naval strategy,
but he is not responsible for it. Strat
egy is a matter for the president,
secretary of defense, Joint Chiefs of
Staff and the unified commar ders
in the fieid, he stressed

Earlier, Gen. Charles A. Gabriel
Air Force Chief of Staff, told the
same breakfast group of reporters
that the Joint Chiefs were not told
beforehand that the president had
decided on a pay freeze for military
personnel in fiscal 1984 and that, if
money were a problem, they would
rather take budget cuts in procure-
ment and other areas.

The Gabriel, DelL.auer and Wat-
kins incidents convinced Catto that
the Pentagon was “on a bad roll” as
far as the breakfast meetings were
concerned. So he decided to make
them off limits for assistant secre-
taries, service secretaries and mem-
bers of the Joint Chiefs. He said
something about cases of some offi-
cials not having their mouths in syn-
chronization with their minds at
these early gatherings.

But Lawrence J. Korb did not take
“no” for an answer.

Play opens off-broadway

NEW YORK (AP) — Hmm. There's
Bruno, a handsome young model
and actor. He's in love with a young
lady, Audrey, an assistant casting
director. Wants to marry her, too,
when she says she's expecting his
child.

Oh-oh. There's Nissim, his roomie
since college days, a fussy, mincing
homosexual recently fired from his
job as a flight attendant after he
“screamed on takeoff.” He tells
Audrey he and Bruno are long-time
lovers. Also that Bruno’s real name
is Elliott Frankel.

But not even the Frankel business
fazes her. She is fazed, though, when
her blond, fortyish mother (Audrey
calls her Ingrid) shows up. Ingrid
abandoned Audrey years ago.
Audrey hates her. However, Bruno
sort of likes Ingrid. You can tell. He
sneaks off to bed with her a cou-
ple of times.

It is a very good thing Ingrid
doesn’'t get pregnant. Because
“Christmas on Mars,” wherein all
these folks gather, might still be

going on and on and on. Bad-play
buffs can find it off-Broadway at
Playwrights Horizons.

It's by Harry Kondoleon, who
seems uncertain whether he wanted
a bisexual comedy or a gay tragedy,
tried for both and came up with
something that at best will make
Playwrights Horizons eligible for
federal disaster relief.

Bowing Thursday, it's directed by
Andre Ernotte in a style you could
call let's-get-this-over-with-fast. It
opens in August, with Bruno and
Audrey inspecting an empty, sunny
apartment in a “city” one suspects is
New York.

Bruno, who's secretly tracked
down her mother and asked her for
financial help, says they've got to
rent this apartment now. Apart-
ments are few and far between in
this city, and people would kill to
get this “space.”

(I mention this only because no
other panting, would-be renters
barge in while the apartment is still
up for grabs. A little odd, but maybe
they've already seen the play.)

recovery verge

NEW YORK (AP) — It looks to many econo-
mlstslike:lanungmdrmw is in sight for the
long-depressed auto industry.

Estimates are the rounds that domestic
manufacturers will 6.5 million to 7 million
cars this year, up from 5.7 million in 1982.

That's still far short of the 8 million to 10 mil-
lion annual rates the industry enjoyed in its best
vears during the 1970s. But economy-watchers
say the recent improvement is likely to continue.

“Domestic car sales were stuck at an annua-
lized 6.0 million-unit level during the first three
months of the year,” noted Edward Yardeni,
economist at Prudential-Bache Securities Inc.
“With the onset of spring, the auto recovery is
gaining some lift.”

Jack Lavery, who directs economic research
for Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, said
several important forces are working in the auto-
makers' favor right now.

First of all, though unemployment remains
high at 10.1 percent, total employment is growing
— by more than 500,000 jobs since late last year
— helping *o push up wage and salary income.

“Consumers have become more confident
about the economic outlook,” Lavery said. “Com-
mercial banks have begun to compete for auto
loan business with the auto finance companies, so
borrowing rates have come down; new car price
increases have been restrained for over a year,
and gasoline prices remain well below the level
of a year ago.”

in the University of Michigan's regular survey
of consumer sentiment in April, he added, “When
asked whether this is a good time or a bad time to
buy a car, more consumers answered positively
than at any time since the question was first
asked in 1953."

LLast week, General Motors and Ford
announced that they would offer loans at 8.8 per-
cent interest for most of their small cars through
the end of this month. Their actions underscored
one especially striking trend of late — the
revival, once again, of buyers’ enthusiasm for
larger vehicles

In the first four months of 1982, compacts and
subcompacts accounted for more than half the
industry’'s sales. In the comparable period this
vear, according to Ward's Automotive Reports,
the small cars’ share was down to about 43 per-
cent

The perception that gasoline prices could well
move lower rather than higher, or at least not
dramatically re-escalate, has undoubtedly played
a role in the shift,” Lavery observed. “"Moreover,
given the improvement in fuel efficiency for all
sizes of cars, even a new fullsize car may get
better mileage than the car it is replacing.”

INVESTOR'S GUIDE
Bank charge can

be tax deductible

Q.1 have two 510,000, 26-week Treasury bills.
| purchased one through my local bank, the
other by submitting a tender to the Treasury
Department. | roll over these bills to buy new
T-bills every time they mature. My bank
charges 350 each time | roll over the bill | have
there. Can | deducet this charge on my income
Lax return?

\Iso. can the T-bill I have through the bank
he transferred to a direct holding basis with
the Treasury Department, so | won't have to
pay the $50 every six months?

\ You can take that bank
charge as an investment
expense, under miscellaneous
deductions, assuming vou
itemize deductions on vour
income tax return

It 1s possible to transfer the
I-bill you now have at vour
local bank to a Treasury
Department direct account
o accomplish that, you
should contact the fiscal
agency department of your
district Federal Reserve Bank. The people there
will give you instructions. Transfers of that type
lake place so infrequently they are handled on a
case-byv-case basis by the Fed and local banks

Here's a kicker. Your local bank undoubtedly
will levy a charge for the transfer. My advice is to
to let the T-bill you have at the local bank
mature. Tell that bank not to roll it over. Use the
$10.000 to buy another T bill directly from the

Treasury or your Federal Reserve Bank. You
won't payv any charge.

Doyle

L

Q. | paid off my 625 percent mortgage last
vear, when the savings and loan holding it
offered a 20 percent discount on the outstand-
ing balance. Then, the S&L sent me a Form
1099-MISC listing “$1,650.86-Mortgage Dis-
count as miscellaneous income for 1982

To me, this was not income, but a reduction
of a debt. Am I right? Or, was | obligated to
include this amount as income on my 1982 tax
return’

A. Youre wrong. You were requiréd to report
It That's what Form 1099s are all about. You get a
copy. The Internal Revenue Service gets a copy
to feed into its computers.

Technically that $1,650.86, as a 20 percent dis-
count on the mortgage balance, was a “forgive
ness of debt.” Under the Internal Revenue Code,
It's taxable

LN B

Q. Do | understand it correctly, if | pay off a
morigage early, the interest saved is taxable?

A. No. Your understanding is incorrect. When
you pay off a mortgage or any other debt early,
either in a lump sum or by accelerating your pay-
ments, you reduce the balance. The lender still
gets the entire principal of the loan. There's no
forgiveness of debt to you.

You save interest. But, because you got nothing
from the lender, there's no tax due from you.
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According to the Eagle, Libya | including
obtained the bombs through Pak- | d int § and stientists.
istan after investing more than Since 1978’ he said, China has

A R T e L

office and | gation

readjusted its economy while main

chi, was

g project. Libya also provided Paki- iDIAg a fairty high growth rate. prison ' a3 gl T 9T 1 - | o L RPN .
Ea o s soures s in DO L povced bt | s e vt e, e i 0 e 088 | lobody"von: namody o 1t mach sbout  agan succes
amyo iieal the Dot the newspaper said.. . ient 1o a state of the union address, Fﬂmrd and other unsuccessful eco- | coffarence that . énde wltht;ut o or whether Mi m‘: 4 had
sl:a}rf"t } TR al the Great Hall of the People The nomie policies of Chairman Mao Tse- 5 GX08 Waev nd had
get. The source also said that Israel, major disaster but also without a success or a defeat.

main auditerium was draped with

ung. :

Anson Franklin, assistant while publicly denying it has China’s red- fiveistar ¢ Thé presid s’ abatishied in ‘brilliant success.” Representatives of the British %
White House press secretary, said  developed a nuclear option, is im;ﬂ?:t ;?wa;l;i }e ff:éb ‘Tﬁ,féﬂ%i ;Egg - bul:rit w:g?mored = the i The Economist of London, press who were present at Wil- |
Saturday night, “We don’t com- believed to have a sophisticated Lrees. K. SRF L SR | constitution adopted last December. while noting that Reagan’s “insis- liamsburg were more inclined to 1
ment on intelligence reports.” - arsenal of muclear weapons wiih _The 184 membérs of the presidium This is the first session of the tence on inf had much to  see the talks in terms of positive f

The State Department also
declined comment.

refined delivery
newspaper said.

systems, the
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Khadaty’'s arrival creates turi

Sat 0N a rec '_'ﬁi';-vlf?-._*. Stage, and
whind them hung the red and gold
Ratlonal seai. Many of China’s L’W:‘,*“E

arggst

Sixth People Congress, China’s high-
est legislative body whose members
are elected for five-year terms.

1il for summit

do with a pleasing success,” gave
major credit for the outcome to
President Francois Mitterrand of
France and Premier Yasuhiro
Nakasone of Japan.

“Both did their utmost,” the
Economist said, “to ensure that
the weekend in Williamsurg was
a cozy and friendly affair, helpful
for the re-election of both the

results. The Times of London
commented:

“It will be remembered as the

. occasion when President Reagan

emerged as an international
leader of stature, finally manag-
ing to shed his cowboy image and
show that he is capable of master-
ing the niceties of diplomacy as

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) has béen at odds with Libys Sonie delegates predicted a delay tries at that meeting, and the boy- American and British leaders — Well as the complexity of the
Libyan leader Col. Moammar Kha- believed Khadafy had “a better tha * 2 of the schedueld six-  cotters have since kept the OAU Mr. Nakasone by sounding more global economy. It was Reagan's
daf}*‘s unexpected arrival created oU percent chance’” of b Tiing A% i nee ta aliow time foi from ufﬁ{'ia][}r meeting by prevent- like a NATO member than do personal summit from the start,
turmoil in preparations for the 19th chairman, provided he does: 1o seenes negotiations  Ing a quorum of 34 countries. most NATO members: Mr. Mitter- and many feared it might turn
Organization of African Unity sum nold another summit in his capital. : ; Front leftist rand by sounding as eager a fiscal out to be a disaster.”
mit and could delay the official The delegate said this would ca a.apnd Alge The second attempt to hold a Tri- conservative as the rest, and by ‘
opening of the meeting scheduled .“alarm and co shiing Morocco poli summit in November was pla- backpedaling furiously on calls THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
for today. people, particularly n Tais orn S gued by the civil war in Chad. Kha- for fixed exchange rates.” said that Reagan’s “performance

African leaders met informally can- leaders who staved aw issue ne dafy, as host of the meeting, wanted Mitterrand came back to Paris has further strengthened his as
behind closed doors today and dele- Tripoli beca { lepal ep- 1o seat Goukouni Oueddei, a Libyan feeling better about the confer- yet unannounced candidacy for
gates, who declined to be named, dafv's radical po! the two protege who had recently been ence than he did when he Fe€lection as president in 1984.”
sald the meetings focused on the Khadafy | iLal Trinoli ousted as president of Chad, instead departed, largely because he Although West German leaders
Western Sahara dispute, which has In recent vear: er. There of Chad President Hissene Habre. found that he did not argue all by appeared to be pleased with the
paralyzed the OAU since last year, delegations il wa himself with Reagan over high ‘utcome of the talks; opposition
and on who should repiact nenvan atiended ar an ] fhe Chad QUEStiun was not US. interest rates. The Ameri- leaders Exprﬁ'SSE‘d {Hﬁilppﬂint-
President Daniel arap Moi as chai 1975 ' he expected to be a problem this time, cans heard that argument from ™€n%

e | ‘ nhadal hut the Western Sahara issue all sides, and Mitterrand, in fact, Hans Heinz Hauser, deputy

Some delegates said Khadafy, who  play a persor , ax seemed still far from resolution. waited until last to speak on the floor leader in Parliament for
3”':‘;"?’ h”; Sunday night pianned  Sahara disp in Ris subject and then only supported Chancelior Helmut Kohl's Chris-
ffa: l;]tl’g;t':] ;* Ll::_ilrﬂrln.:zT:ﬂh.tir,}rI A ..r1.1__,l._ nto a sta - _ o] " a._lap}::kf'mmn for Polisario, Moulad what others had already said. tian Democratic Union and its

’ WIE SULAGIEM. 190 S8 COMMLCT " 4 10 aid Suliman, noted the Saharan Bavarian ally, the Christian
UI'E' 10 convene two UAU summits "“. eI DE] n -.-.t_h. L}Pf:iﬂ{“{'atlt Repub[lc had been REACTION IN West Gﬁrman}' Social Union. deseribed the sum-
lrlpnh jast vear. . | ne 1 OLI M |;:iri}' ln's‘l‘.lt(‘d _;15 an OAU member has been mixed. [hﬂugh govern- mit talks as successful

One delegate from a moderat Lh publ; nd said, “We will attend the meet-

Alrican country which frequent! COu ng. Wwe will not negotiate that.” & - - -
T T LT TN TN TR s g —tar T - A E— R ——— T — P ——— et —
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HAMBURG ' Plsainirti

west Germany (AP
Hitler diaries 1o Stern magazine kept rhost of
paid for them, the Hamburg-based Bild am So1
“The proof that we have found with
further statements from witnesses unne
in writing,” Bild am Sonntag quoted an unnamed
burg state prosecutor’s office as saving
The prosecutor found an “explosion” in Hei
when he took the first payment for the diari
said Sunday.
Heidemann had claimed to have passed
KRujau, the Nazi relics dealer who has admitted
Kujau has said he only received about $1 million

Allegations of arms supply

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) Foreign Minister Y
allegations in an Italian parliamentary report
Red Brigade terrorists with arms

The reporil charged that the extremists hq
offer in 1974, but received arms shipments
Organization four years later.

Shamir spoke to reporters at Ben-Gu;
from Rome, where he completed 2 »
ers. He said that during his meeting
about these reports and denied them ou

Police ask about child murdere

FR\NHI'LHF]‘ West Germany B
information about the mysterious gun:
room and killed three children, a 1
himself, a spokesman said

Authorities searching for a motive !
who knew the 34-vear-old kiiler, Kare! |
any meaningful clues, police spol

“It seems he had no friends. He was i
said

ralation

BAR-4AWERL

Australia to maintain

CANBERRA, Australia (AP Australia
lomatic relations with South Africa for the
traffic and sporting contact bhelw
Minister Bill Hayden said

Hayden said in a statement Sunday that e o d
ment standards would also be set out for Australian compani
South Africa.The d¢ cisions followed a genera abinet review of Au ¥
relations with the white-minority governmen!

een 1he | mtiri 3

Ayatollah criticizes countries

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini eriticize |
United States, the Soviet Union and France for what he claimed was the
support of Iraq in the Iran-Iraq war. the official Iranian news agency said

Khomeini's speech was read by his son Sunday at a Tehran demonstration

h}“ hundfﬂﬂﬁ of Ih{}uﬁaﬂdﬁ f}f lranian'ﬁ; h”ﬂ“rllr}_; the anniversarv of the 196,

uprising against the former Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi THNA s
On June 5, 1963, Moslem clergymen demonstrated agains

DrOgrams

posed by the shah for land reform and womien’'s suffrage. The shah's arm:

went i

§ 1

killed 100 people in the uprising and deported Khomeini, who

exile in France and Iraq and returned 1o Iran in 1979 after the fall of the

shah.
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Martin and Rosenell Meissner stand outside what has become a landmark in Midland — their pink and green house on the corner of Louisiana Avenue and A Street.

In the pink (and green)

The Meissners and their office staff
go about their business in what was

Along with its pink and green exte-
rior, Meissner’'s garage boasts another

unusual feature — doors which slide
sideways on a U-shaped track.
¢ -

once the house’s front room. It's finest
feature is the parquet floor.
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Some traditlonal furnishings adorn a

rather non-traditionally shaped bed-
room.

o &
iy
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This bathroom, added by Vickers
Petroleum Co., is tiled in green

ceramic. Not surprisingly, the original
bathroom is tiled in pink.

What's pink and green and likely to grab
the viewer's attention?

a. A Mary Kay Cosmetics Cadillac with an
emerald interior.

b. Kermit the Frog wearing a tutu

c. The ""Pepto-Bismol House on the cor
ner of Louisiana Avenue and A Street

d. A seasick elephant as seen by a wino

Who in their right mind would paint a
house pink and green?

a. Laurel and Hardy and/or Abbott anda
Costello.

b. Midlanders Martin and Kosenell
Meissner.

c. A guy who would wear a yellow and
black leisure suit to the symphony.

d. Carmen’s Colorblind House Painters
and Shoe Repair, Inc.

Why would anyone paint a house pink
and green?

a. Because it was there.

b. To get to the other side.

c. 1o slow traffic on bordering streets.

d. Because the paint store was fresh out
of vio¥t and orange.

erhaps more than even the First
National Bank building, Clayton Williams
Aggie banner or ‘‘Texas' Largest Drugstore,
the pink and green house on the corner of
Louisiana Avenue and A Street has achieved
landmark status in Midland.

Gawkers, picture-takers and the color-
coordinated curious double- and triple-take
as they pass 724 W. Louisiana, with its ram-
bling stucco fence and Spanish-style frame
wrapped in pastel pink and green.

Martin and Rosenell Meissner — who've
made their home and office at 724 W. Louisi-
ana for the past 22 years — were recently
asked the question which haunts many Mid-
landers: “‘All right, what the heck's the deal
with the pink and green?”

The Meissner's answer, it turned out, was
colorful in its good-natured simplicity: " That
was the color it was.”

“When we bought the house, the outside
was pink and green like it is now, said
Meissner, 52, an independent insurance

agent and lifelong Midland resident. "W
thought that color was this house. We just
couldnt see changing the color and ruini
the neighborhood

“The house just lent itseif to the ;ui:i

51 who added 1

echoed Mrs. Meissner,

oriainal colors were altered somewhat

the present Rose of Sharon and Aqua Mari
when they [_H‘TT-'_u.F'T'it_-‘Li their first paint |}

on the house In 196Y. " The original was

more bluish-green than it 1s now, she said

Meissner concedes "‘there s been quite
bit of speculation among the people of M
land as to why we've left it this color. |
never had any special feeling one way or tl
other. We thought it was Kind of distin
tive.

The house, which they. purchased on Ocl
15. 1960, ““was already a little bit of a lan
mark then,'” he said. "'Really, we didnt thir
we were doing anything real daring becau:
it was this color. We just tried to preser\
the historical notoriety that it had.

l'hrough official records and convers
tions with other Midlanders, Meissner trace
the “‘historical notoriety’’ of 724 W. Louisi
ana back to about 1936, when architec!
Frank Aldrich built the home

Aldrich included several special touches
— including 11-inch thick walls, 9foot ceil
ings, a 34-inch oak parquet floor in the living
room, cedar-lined closets — and offered
tours to prospective home builders. ""This
was a house ahead of its time, ' said
Meissner, noting that the house was suppos
edly featured in an issue of House Beautiful
magazine during the early 1940s.

On Oct. 21, 1947, after the house was
owned by another man for a short time,
Vickers Petroleum Co. bought it to lodge its
company president. Vickers added a bath
room, bedroom, garage and converted a car
port to living area — doubling the size of the
home to about 2,000 square feet.

Meissner said he's been able to trace the
house s pink and green hue at least as far
back as the time it was owned by Vickers. In
fact, the bathroom added by the oil com-
pany was tiled in green ceramic. The
ceramic tile lining the original bathroom is

(you guessed it) pink.

(See MIDLAND, Page 2C)




Washington D.C. ..It offers failsafe
solutions to the problem. It's just an
incredible document,” said school
trustee John Buquoi.

THE PROBLEM, he said, is a
school district suffering from per-

haps two decades “of what some call

benign neglect.”

This is a district, he said, where
the percentage of graduates going
on to college has declined from 76
percent to 62 percent, where “C”

DEATHS
Vernon R. Black

CRANE — Services for Vernon
Roscoe Black, 69, of Crane, will be at
2 p.m. Tuesday in Tabernacle Baptist
Church in Crane directed by

is no more central purpose,
Buquoi, paraphrasing a part of the
national report.

Buquoi said the district may be
the first in the nation to adopt the
complete report as statement of
principles and a blueprint for
change in the way it educates its
2,826 students.

“It is the first (report) I ever saw
that puts the problem in such clear
perspective. No one I have talked to
disagrees with one word of this

Richard W. Box Funeral Home.

Black died Sunday in a Crane hos-
pital.

He was a member of Tabernacle
Baptist Church and a retired
employee of Atlantic Richfield Oil &
(Gas.

Changing laws aftect
Oglsby murder ftrial

HOUSTON (AP) — James Curtis
Oglsby was convicted in 1962 of kill-
ing the son of popular Harris County
Sheriff T.A. Binford, and many
thought he would die in the electric
chair.

But a jury rejected the death pen-
alty and sentenced the 24-year-old
iceman to 199 vears in prison for
killing Thomas John Binford during
an apparent holdup attempt at a
small grocery store.

LLast month, the Texas Court of
Criminal Appeals overturned the
conviction and ordered a new trial
for Ogelsby.

The appeals court cited a 1979
precedent that stated a conviction is
defective if the same jury that
detéermines a defendant's compe-
tency to stand trial also decides his
guilt or innocence.

State District Judge William Hat-
ten has appointed a lawyer for
Oglesby, 46, and a prosecutor has
started piecing together a case that
has been dormant for more than
two decades. Many of the laws
affecting the case have changed
greatly.

Lawyers said it is a rare case that
is appealed 20 years after conviction.
In Oglesby’s case, a “jailhouse law-
yer” filed an appeal for him a few
years ago.

Joe Newman, one of the court-
appointed attorneys who defended
Oglesby at his 1962 trial, said he and
defense attorney John Cahoon
didn't want to appeal the case, even
with the stiff sentence.

“We didn’t want to file (an appeal)
because (prosecutors) would have
joined in it,” Newman told the Hous-
‘ton Chronicle in a story published

Under the law at that time, New-
man said, Oglesby could have been
retried and given the death penalty.

Former Harris County district
attorney Frank Briscoe said he
wished the defense would appeal,
Newman said. ""He (Briscoe) was
very, very bitter about it. He wanted
to burn him.”

Briscoe, however, says he only
vaguely remembers the case.

Oglesby still maintains he is inno-
cent. But proving it won't be an easy
job for his new court-appointed law-
yer, James Stafford.

Some of the witnesses are dead,
statements given by witnesses to
police are not admissible in the case
and there is no transcript of the
original trial.

Stafford said he plans to push for
a trial and will not plea bargain.

“l1 ain’t gonna plea him. If every-
body is as dead as | think they're
dead, they can't make the case,”
Stafford said.

“This is one of those cases where
theres nothing they can offer me.
They can’t give him the death pen-
alty, can't give him anything worse
than life. Unless they give him time
served, there's going to be a trial”
he said.

“The man definitely has paid his
debt to society. If it hadn't been the
sheriff’s son and if there hadn’t
been so many high-powered people
involved, he wouldn't have gotten
the 199 years. But when you kill the
sheriff’s son, that different.”

Even if Oglesby is convicted and
sentenced to the maximum life sen-
tence, he would get credit for time
already served and would be eligible

struction. Vote

rejected the ”“1 (Tex
quently Wmm ~lum change

— including Buquoi — who had

T S e bt el

identified, suggested the national
repoﬂjust!elllnthellp!oftrm
eager to relieve the pressure on
them, in the wake of the bond
defeat, to propose alternate educa-
tional improvements.

Athens has quality education, they
said, and the meaningful ideas in the
national report are too expensive 1o
implement.

“The biggest thing that worries
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tru:lteel 'llionld set

policy and not try to run the

schools. He said interference by
some previous school trustees is the
reason the district has had six
superintendents in 12 years.

THE LAST superintendent, C.C.
Baker, resigned just more than a
week ago, because of what the board
called “irreconcilable differences.”
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Hurricanes nothing new

to Texas, world coastlines

GALVESTON, Texas
(AP) — Hurricanes have
kilted thousands of
Texans this century,
and damage from the
violent tropical
cyclones is estimated in
hundreds of millions of
dollars. But weather
researchers say hurri-
canes have plagued
mankind long before
there was an Alamo.

Even the name “hur-
ricane |Is ancient.
Experts report the
Maya feared the fero-
cilous “hunrakin, while
Indians in Guatemala
talked of the devasta-
tion from a “hurakan.”
The Carib Indians
called the storms "“uri-
can, ‘‘aracan,”’ or
“huiranvucan.”

Weather records
show more than 100
hurricanes have hit
Texas since 1766. But
only 19 are classified as
“major” storms.

The deadliest struck
Galveston Island in Sep-
tember of 1900. Called
the worst natural disas-
ter in US. history, the
powerful storm
claimed at least 6,000
lives and caused dam-
age estimated between
$30 million and $40 mil-
lion.

The actual death
count was never deter-
mined, but records
show the toll could
Bave been as high as
W.

Fifteen years later,
another hurricane hit
Galveston — this time
in August.

- The official death toll
- was estimated at 275,
much lower than the
great 1900 storm
because storm-wary
residents had raised the
grade of the island and

seawall to
protect the from surg-
ing tides lﬂamed for

»

most of the fatalities
from any hurricane.
Damage from the 1915
storm was set at $50
million.

Another gulfcoast
city was unable to sur-
vive the onslaught of
killer hurricanes
Indianola, once a flour-
ishing port, was aban-
doned after being lev-
eled by storms in 1875
and 1886.

This century, storms
hit Freeport in July
1909, Corpus Christi in
Aug. 1916; south of Cor-
pus Christi in Sept.
1919; north of Browns-
ville in Sept. 1933, Mata-
gorda Bay in Aug. 1942
east of Galveston in
July 1943, Port O'Con-
nor in Aug. 1945 and
Freeport in Oct. 1949.
Those storms claimed a
total of 417 lives. Dam-
age was at least $100
million.

In the 1950s, meteo-
rologists began calling
hurricanes by women's
names. The first storm
so designated to hit
Texas arrived in 1957.

Hurricane Audrey
was blamed for 10
deaths in Southeast
Texas on June 27. The
storm then cut diagon-
ally across Louisiana
and Alabama.

From Sept. 11-13 1961,
Hurricane Carla
assailed Texas. The
storm struck the
coastal bend and
moved directly north.
Even though its
strengthy diminished
over land, remnants of
the storm managed to

LEVIS
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cross Canada.

Carla killed 34
Texans, despite the
evacuation of 250,000
coastal residents. Prop-
erty damage was esti-
mated at $200 million
and crop losses were
set at $100 million.

Carla’s wind gusts
were clocked at 175
mph. It was the largest
and most intense Gulf
coast hurricane in
many years, with much
of the damage attri-
buted to unusually pro-
longed winds, high
tides and flooding.
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Weekend weather in the San
Angelo included buffeting from
several directions. High winds
created white caps on a
southwestern area lake, above,
and hail pelted the northern
edge of town.

AP Laserphotos

Sfory of son’s death ‘told itself’

ABILENE, Texas (AP) — It's the story Terry
Pringle couldn’t stop telling.

He first told it to Dr. Dan Pope, a couple of
minutes after feeling the last few beats of the
little heart.

Pope, who became much more than doctor to
the Pringles during the 20 months since Eric was

diagnosed at age 4 as having leukemia, was not
surprised. He had been with the family earlier in

the day.
“Did he die in his sleep?” he asked.
“You've got to be kidding,” Pringle answered.

“For the past two hours I've been watching the
fight of the century.”

In his book, “This Is the Child,” Pringle
recalled his 5-year-old son’s last moments, in
which Eric said God was telling him to hold his
breath, but that he couldn't.

“What impressed me so much was not that God
was talking to him,” Pringle said in an interview,
“but that he wasn't going to just stop breathing.
He could go out easy, or he could fight. After that
I was no longer afraid.
“That's what I've always considered Eric’s gift

to me. He removed any fear | had.”

it’s also the story Terry Pringle couldnt stop
writing, once he began. “This Is the Child” was
published in May by Alfred A. Knopf in New
York.

“l started writing primarily because | wanted
to tell the story of Eric,” he said. “But in writing
the book I found myself telling how a parent
feels in this situation, of watching a child die.

“But I've never seen it as another book about a
dying child. I do see it as essentially the story of
Eric, a child who knew how to live his life.”

Midland landmark keeps couple ‘in the pink’

(Continued from Page 1C)

The soft-spoken, easy-smiling Meissner said he
has no idea why Vickers favored pink and green.
Nor could he say why the next owner, drilling
contractor Walter M. Wilkinson, decorated the
entire interior in various shades of green.

In 1960, the Meissners were searching for a
larger house at the same time Wilkinson, who
had moved to Kansas, was selling his rental home
in Midland.

“We had driven by this place many times and
thought it was an attractive house,” Meissner
recalled. “Little did we think we would someday
buy it.

“I came over and looked at the place and
we decided we liked it. So we wrote him and
asked if he’'d sell it to us. They wrote right
back and said yes, and | think we closed that
thing out in about 15 days.”

Since 1960, the Meissners have suffered count-
less questions, comments and inquisitive looks
with good humor.

One caller — his courage bolstered by fel-
low party goers — phoned at midnight to learn
the unvarnished truth about the pink and green
paint. Mrs. Meissner said a family friend for more
than 14 years only recently got up the nerve to
ask “Why do y’all have it pink?”

The Meissner's 24-year-old son, Edward, said he
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once spent several minutes listening to an archi-
tecture student describe Midland’s “yucky” pink
and green house. When she finally learned it was
his home, “her face just fell off,” he said.

Mrs. Meissner said her son Ivan, then 8,
announced to his parents that pink is “a delight-
ful color.” Ivan, now 21, said growing up in a pink
and green house “was a lot of fun. This is the
easiest place to locate in Midland.”

“I get a bang out of watching people drive
by and you try to read their minds,” Mrs.
Meissner said. “They’ll just give it the weirdest
look and just keep on looking.”

Surprisingly, Meissner said he has yet to adjust
an auto insurance claim in the intersection bor-
dering his eye-grabbing home.

He said they lived in the house more than
20 years before a vandal sprayed “Pepto-Bismol”
in pink paint on the green fence. Although the
prank didn’t really bother him, at the insistence
of a lady who lamented “what they did to your
beautiful house,” Meissner reported the incident
to the police.

When the patrolman arrived to survey the
damage, “he kind of halfway giggled, kind of
halfway not. And when he found out it was
no big deal to me, well he thought it was as
funny as 1 did.”

Meissner said children are especially attracted
by the house’s fairy tale paint job. “They call it
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‘ice cream and candy house’ or ‘cotton candy
house,” he said.

Grown-ups, he said, “either generally like it or
they think it's way too loud, outlandish.”

Contrary to what some believe, the pink and
green paint is not an advertising gimmick for:
Meissner’s insurance business.

“Really, that wasn't our purpose,” he said. But
he added that “it became a way of telling people
where our office is. We say ‘We're in the loudest

house in Midland, on the corner of A and Louisi-
ana.”’

They've repainted the house twice since 1969,
each time striving to approximate the proper
pink and green tints.

Meissner observed, chuckling, “Every time we
repaint it, it appears to people that we ve
repainted it louder.”
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3 * Learn new and proper eating habits.

¥ * Find out how to lose pounds and keep them
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* Discover how our creative food planning and
our delicious recipes will satisfy your eating
needs.
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