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By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Three Howard County of-
ficials will seek re-election 
on the Republican ticket, as 
filing in this year’s political 
party primaries got under 
way Monday morning.

Sheriff Stan Parker, Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner Jim-
mie Long and Justice of the 
Peace Precinct 1 Place 1 Ben-
nie Green all filed to run for 
re-election with Republican 
Party Chairman Craig Bailey 
Monday morning, the first 
day for political hopefuls to 
throw their hats in the ring 
for 2012.

Parker, who is finishing 
his first four-year term in of-
fice, said the decision to run 
for re-election was a fairly 
simple one for him.

“It wasn’t a hard decision at 
all for me. I’ve enjoyed what 
I’ve done as sheriff, and I feel 
feel like my family and the 
community are behind me 
on this,” Parker said. “This 

has been one of the most en-
joyable parts of my career in 
law enforcement, and we’ve 
been able to accomplish a lot 
of things that have made the 
community a better place. 
Crime rates are down, coop-
eration between the county 
and the city is at an all-time 
high ... the sky really is the 
limit from here.”

Parker said the first year 
of his term was tough, to say 
the least, dealing with the 
challenges presented by the 
newly constructed detention 
center.

“That first year was pretty 
stressful. We had to get the 
jail open and running, and 
there was a lot of work to be 

done on the other side of the 
department, with the depu-
ties,” Parker said. “However, 
we were able to accomplish a 
lot. We were able to get a 24-
hour patrol back up and run-
ning, something we knew all 
along was 100 percent neces-
sary”

With the construction of a 
new $2.7 million joint law en-
forcement center expected to 
begin in the coming months, 
Parker said the working re-
lationship between the How-
ard County Sheriff’s Office 
and Big Spring Police De-
partment will grow stronger 
in the coming years.

“I really feel like all that 
relationship can do at this 
point is get stronger,” Parker 
said firmly. “We’re already 
sharing so many resources, 
including animal control 
and the crime scene unit. 
When we first started this, 
there were some personality 
issues, however, now I feel

See FILING, Page 3

Green Long

The race is on
Three file on Republican ticket

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

The Scrooges among us might 
want to find shelter this weekend 
— a figurative storm of Christmas 
activities are on tap.

From parades to caroling to mul-
tiple visits from a certain jolly man 
dressed in red, the holiday season 
begins in earnest with several an-
nual events this weekend, officials 
said.

The first of these events will be 

Friday evening, when the local VA 
Medical Center hosts its annual 
tree lighting ceremony at 6 p.m.

Daniel L. Marsh, medical center 
director for the West Texas VA 
Health Care System, assisted by 
area children, will throw the switch 
on the VA Medical Center’s holiday 
lights, according to VA officials.

Community Relations Direc-
tor Iva Jo Hanslik said the fun 

See HOLIDAYS, Page 3

It’s beginning
to look a lot 
like Christmas

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

Howard County Sheriff Stan Parker has filed for another term 
on the Republican ticket, as have commissioners Bennie 
Green and Jimmy Long.

File photo

The Christmas season officially arrives in Big Spring this weekend, as a variety 
of traditional holiday events are planned. The first of these events is the VA 
Medical Center’s annual Lighting of the Lights Friday evening.



Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of N. 

FM 700. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 

Hilltop. One person was transported to SMMC.
• TRAUMA was reported near the 163 mile mark-

er of Interstate Highway 20. Service refused.
• TRAUMA was reported in the 200 block of W. 

FM 700. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 

Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 

Cherokee. One person was transported to SMMC.
• TRAUMA was reported in the 800 block of E. 15th 

Street. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of 

Lindberg. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of W. 

Utah. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of 

Albrook. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 

Cherokee. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of E. 

Sixth Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Morrison. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of N. 
Birdwell Lane. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• JESSE RAY ARMENDARIZ, 20, of Bastrop, was 
arrested Monday on warrants for public intoxica-
tion and failure to appear.

• DAVID FRANCO, 33, of 1407 E. 18th St., was 
arrested Monday on charges of disorderly conduct 
– language (two counts).

• FABIAN MIGUEL GALAN, 26, of 1002 N. Gregg 
St., was arrested Monday on warrants for no driv-
er’s license – when unlicensed and criminal mis-
chief.

• TONY DELAGARZA, 46, of 1002 E. 16th St., was 
arrested Monday on charges of public intoxication 
and assault by contact.

• ASSAULT was reported:
In the 1400 block of Oriole.
In the 1600 block of Martin Luther King Blvd.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 2500 

block of Carleton.
• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 

the 1500 block of W. Fourth Street.
• THEFT was reported:
In the 100 block of N. First Street in Coahoma.
In the 400 block of E. Fourth Street.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 

in the 2600 block of Fairchild.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 66 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• VINCENT FERNADEZ JR., 66, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence for 
driving while license invalid with a previous con-
viction or suspension.

• JESSE RAY ARMENDARIZ, 20, was booked into 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on municipal 
warrant for public intoxication and failure to 
appear.

• DANIEL GONZALES, 31, was booked into the 
county jail Monday on a Bernalillo County warrant 
for failure to appear – drug trafficking charges.

• DAVID FRANCO, 33, was booked into the coun-
ty jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of disor-
derly conduct – language and a municipal warrant 
for disorderly conduct – language.

• PAUL DANIEL LEE, 33, was arrested Monday 
by the HCSO on charges of failure to maintain 
financial responsibility, expired registration, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia and disregarding a 
stop sign.

• ANTHONY DELAGARZA, 46, was booked into 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication and a municipal warrant for 
assault – physical contact.

• FABIAN MIGUEL GALAN, 26, was booked into 
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
criminal mischief and a municipal warrant for no 
driver’s license.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2000 block of S. 
Gregg Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of 
Craigmont. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 

Cheryl Yvonne Johnson 
Clark

Cheryl Yvonne Johnson Clark, 
55, of Big Spring, formerly of San 
Angelo, died Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
2011, at Covenant Medical Center 
in Lubbock, Texas. The family will 
receive friends Tuesday, Nov. 29, 
2011, from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Funeral services will be held at 1 
p.m. Wednesday at Miracle Temple 
Church of God in Christ in 
San   Johnny Allen officiating. 

Burial will follow in Lawnhaven Cemetery.
She was born Jan. 6, 1956, in San Angelo, Texas, 

to Emma (Giddings) Johnson and Earl T. Johnson. 
She was a 1974 graduate of Central High School. 
She married Clyde Clark on May 10, 2007, in San 
Angelo.

She was employed by HEB as a cake decorator in 
San Angelo and Big Spring for a total of 18 years. 
She was a member of Miracle Temple Church of 
God in Christ while in San Angelo. She had been a 
resident of Big Spring for four years and was a 
member of New Life Ministry.

She is survived by her husband, Clyde Clark of 
Big Spring; one son, Aaron Henderson of Coleman; 
stepdaughter, Scefenia Clark of Dallas; stepson, 
Malachi Clark of Dallas; seven grandchildren; her 
mother, Emma Johnson of San Angelo; a sister, 
Cecelia Johnson of San Angelo; a favorite nephew, 
Dorian Johnson of Dallas; four uncles and two 
aunts.

She was preceded in death by her father, Earl T. 
Johnson.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Tony H. Guzman Sr.
Tony H. Guzman Sr., 75, of Big Spring died 

Saturday, Nov. 26, 2011, at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center. Vigil 
services will be held at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 1, 
2011, at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Catholic Church with Monsignor 
Bernard L. Gully officiating. Burial 
will be at Mount Olive Memorial 
Park.

He was born May 6, 1936, in El 
Paso, Texas, to Guadalupe and Clemente Guzman. 
He was a veteran of the United States Army. He 
retired from the Veterans Administration Medical 
Center as an environmental supervisor. 

He is survived by one daughter, Cathy Guzman of 
Big Spring; four sons, Tony Guzman Jr. of Big 
Spring, Danny Guzman and wife Sylvia of Midland, 
Robert Guzman and wife Annalisa of Big Spring 
and Andy Guzman of Big Spring; one sister, Luz G. 
Martinez of Big Spring; three brothers, Clemente 
Guzman Jr. of Oregon, Henry Guzman Sr. of 
Midland and Armando Guzman Sr. of El Monte, 
Calif.; 19 grandchildren, 26 great-grandchildren 
and several nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Irene E. Guzman; and siblings, 
Simon, Juanita, Elena, Victoria and Jeannie.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com
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Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

11/30

64/41
Mainly
sunny. High
64F. Winds
S at 10 to 20
mph.

Sunrise:
7:28 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Thu

12/1

66/33
Mostly
sunny. Highs
in the mid
60s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:29 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Fri

12/2

41/38
Windy with
showers.
Highs in the
low 40s and
lows in the
upper 30s.

Sunrise:
7:30 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Sat

12/3

51/31
Chance of
showers.
Highs in the
low 50s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:31 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Sun

12/4

45/29
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
mid 40s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:31 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Brownsville
74/56

Houston

62/42

Austin
62/37

Dallas
58/38

El Paso
63/40

Amarillo
62/35

San Antonio
66/42

Big Spring

64/41

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 61 42 sunny Kingsville 70 48 sunny
Amarillo 62 35 mst sunny Livingston 60 34 sunny
Austin 62 37 sunny Longview 56 34 sunny
Beaumont 62 39 sunny Lubbock 60 35 sunny
Brownsville 74 56 sunny Lufkin 59 32 sunny
Brownwood 62 40 sunny Midland 63 41 sunny
Corpus Christi 67 50 sunny Raymondville 73 52 sunny
Corsicana 58 36 sunny Rosenberg 62 42 sunny
Dallas 58 38 sunny San Antonio 66 42 sunny
Del Rio 65 40 sunny San Marcos 63 36 sunny
El Paso 63 40 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 57 36 sunny
Fort Stockton 70 44 sunny Sweetwater 61 41 sunny
Gainesville 55 35 sunny Tyler 55 34 sunny
Greenville 55 34 sunny Weatherford 57 36 sunny
Houston 62 42 sunny Wichita Falls 58 38 sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 50 28 pt sunny Minneapolis 43 32 pt sunny
Boston 56 36 rain New York 53 39 pt sunny
Chicago 43 27 sunny Phoenix 74 48 mst sunny
Dallas 58 38 sunny San Francisco 67 50 sunny
Denver 55 25 pt sunny Seattle 46 32 pt sunny
Houston 62 42 sunny St. Louis 46 32 sunny
Los Angeles 68 49 sunny Washington, DC 52 37 mst sunny
Miami 77 55 mst sunny

Moon Phases

New
Nov 25

First
Dec 2

Full
Dec 10

Last
Dec 18

UV Index

Wed

11/30
4

Moderate

Thu

12/1
4

Moderate

Fri

12/2
2

Low

Sat

12/3
3

Moderate

Sun

12/4
4

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Visit the HERALD online at
www.bigspringherald.com
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Healthy Women
presents

GIRLS NIGHT OUT
Thursday, December 1st

5pm-7pm

$50 Teeth Whitening Special
$50 Facial (if pre-paid)

600 Runnels 267-1544

Refreshments &
Door Prizes

22
93

46

In-Home Senior Care Services

Comfort Keepers provides compassionate in-home care 
that helps seniors live happy, fulfilling lives in the comfort 
of their own homes. Our services include personal care, 
companionship, meal preparation, medication reminders 
and incidental transportation.

432-264-1111
2703 College Avenue

Snyder, TX 79549

© 2010 CK Franchising, Inc.
An international network of independently owned and operated offices

www.ComfortKeepers.com
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Expresso - Latte - Cappuccino
Buy 1 Get 2nd Half Off

Call In Orders Welcome
110 Main St. (West Boxcar)    263-1133

NOW OPEN
Mon.-Fri. 7-2:30

Fri Nights 6-9 pm

22
76

66

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 11/30/11
229160

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 11-30-11

229177

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Wanda Taylor, 75, of 
Big Spring, died Friday, 
November 18, 2011.  
Graveside services were 
at 10 a.m. today at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park.  
Arrangements are by 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. 

Deborah Ann Lewis, 
46, of Big Spring, died 
Sunday, November 20, 
2011.  Funeral services 
will be at 2 p.m. today at 
Myers & Smith Chapel.  
Burial will be at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park.

Cheryl Yvonne 
Johnson Clark, 55, of Big 
Spring died Wednesday, 
November 23, 2011.  The 
family will receive 
friends tonight from 6 
p.m. until 8 p.m. at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Funeral services 
will be at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday at Miracle 
Temple Church of God 
in Christ in San Angelo, 
Texas with burial in 
Lawnhaven Cemetery.

Tony H. Guzman, Sr., 
75, of Big Spring, died 
Saturday.  Vigil services 
will be at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.  Funeral 
services will be at 10 
a.m. Thursday, 
December 1, 2011 at 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Catholic Church 
with burial at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park.

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 12-1-11

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 20 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEpTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

228942
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like the working envi-
ronment is improved, 
and that’s just going to 
spill over into the com-
munity.”

Long will be making 
his first bid for re-elec-
tion to the Precinct 3 
seat on the commission-
ers court following his 
freshman term on the 
government body, a de-
cision he said came eas-
ily.

“I really want to con-
tinue serving the people 
of Howard County. It 
wasn’t a hard decision 
to make,” Long said.

Long, who, along with 
the rest of the commis-
sioners court has been 
vital to the growing re-
lationship between the 
city and county law en-
forcement, said there 
are challenges facing 
the county in the next 
few years he would like 
to be on the forefront of.

“I’m hoping we’ll have 
the new law enforce-
ment center wrapped 
up by the end of my cur-

rent term,” Long said. 
“There’s still a lot to do, 
however. The county 
roads are going to need 
our attention, especially 
with the increase in oil-
field traffic. That is go-
ing to be a big challenge 
facing the commission-
ers court in the next few 
years.

“Also, the computer 
software the county 
uses is coming to the 
end of its lifespan. Tyler 
Technologies has told us 
they will stop servicing 
it soon, so we are going 
to have to look for a vi-
able replacement. Texas 
Association of Counties 
(TAC) has been work-
ing on a replacement for 
a while now, and we’re 
hoping it will be ready 
soon. These are just a 
couple of the challenges 
I hope to assist with if 
I’m re-elected.”

Green, who was ap-
pointed to an unfinished 
term and is about to 
complete his second full 
term in office, said he, 
too, had an easy time de-
ciding whether or not to 
run for re-election.

“I feel like I’ve really 
learned the job now,” 

Green said. “I would 
hate to give it up at this 
point.”

Green said he sees 
truancy as a major chal-
lenge facing his office in 
the next several years, a 
subject he plans to take 
head-on.

“In the end, it all de-
pends on the law,” Green 
said. “It all depends on 
what gets filed and how 
it gets filed. However, 
we’re going to look at all 
of that very closely and 
deal with it in the best 
way we can.”

Other seats up for elec-
tion in the 2012 election 
will be district attorney, 
currently held by Hardy 
Wilkerson; county at-
torney, held by Joshua 
Hamby; tax assessor 
collector, held by Kathy 

Sayles; and Precinct 1 
county commissioner, 
held by Emma Brown.

To file candidacy with 
the Republican party, 
contact Chairman Craig 
Bailey at 267-2464. To 
file with the Democratic 
party, contact Chair-
man Walter Shipman at 
264-6660. The deadline 
for local candidates to 
file is Dec. 15.

According to Saundra 
Bloom, Howard County 
elections administra-
tor, the filing period for 
this year’s political pri-
maries is much shorter 
than in years past.

“The legislature 
passed a law that basi-
cally moved everything 
up 30 days, so the be-
ginning of filing should 
have begun in mid-No-
vember,” Bloom said. 
“However, because the 
redistricting was tied 
up in court, it didn’t. 
So the filing period this 
year has basically been 
cut in half.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

HOLIDAYS
Continued from Page 1

doesn’t stop with the 
lights, which will not 
only illuminate the 
Christmas tree located 
inside the medical cen-
ter’s lobby, but also 
much of the facility’s 
outside, as well.

“Santa Claus will be 
taking time out of his 
busy schedule to be with 
us,” Hanslik said. “He’ll 
be there to visit with all 
of the children. Refresh-
ments will be served, as 
well. We hope everyone 
in the community will 
come out and be a part 
of this wonderful cel-
ebration.”

For more information, 
call 264-4824.

• Looking for a unique 
Christmas gift? If so, you 
probably want to check 
out Canterbury’s an-
nual Christmas Bazaar, 
scheduled for Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Canterbury South, 1700 
Lancaster.

Vendors will offer all 
sorts of arts and crafts 
items, baked goods and 
other holiday-themed 
gifts. In addition, the 
Canterbury Auxiliary 
(which plans social ac-
tivities for residents) 
will have homemade 
burritos for sale.

For more information, 
call 263-1265.

• A near-record num-
ber of entries will high-
light the Big Spring 
Herald’s annual Com-
munity Christmas Pa-
rade Saturday evening.

Parade Coordinator 
Rick Nunez said 60 en-
tries have been regis-
tered for the parade, 
which will begin at 5:30 
p.m. at the intersection 
of Gregg and 24th streets. 
The parade will pro-
ceed north on Gregg to 
Eighth, east to Scurry, 
north to Fourth, then 
east to Main.

Awards will be pre-

sented in the following 
categories: Best of Show 
(best interpretation of 
the parade’s them of “A 
Wild West Christmas); 
Publisher’s Award (best 
use of lighting); and 
Grand Marshal’s Award 
(for best costuming). 
Also, certificates will 
be awarded to the best 
entries in the following 
categories — individu-
al/family; civic/school; 
commercial; industrial; 
and mounted.

“I think this will be 
one of the best parades 
we’ve ever had,” Nunez 
said.”It’s certainly gen-
erating a lot of excite-
ment and we hope every-
one can come watch.”

For more information, 
contact the Herald at 
263-7331.

• The Living Christ-
mas Tree, a Big Spring 
holiday tradition for 
more than 30 years, will 
be held at 8 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday at 
First United Methodist 
Church.

The event is free to 
the public, but tickets 
must be obtained at the 
church office. A dress 
rehearsal at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday also is open to the 
public and no ticket is 
required for that perfor-
mance.

The Living Christmas 
Tree, for the uniniti-
ated, is exactly that — a 
2,000-pound Christmas 
tree populated by more 
than 130 singers dressed 
as ornaments.

While the event will 
be familiar to those who 
have attended before, 
the program is tweaked 
every year to provide 
something new. Aside 
from long-time classics, 
newer holiday standards 
will be performed.

For more information, 
contact the church of-
fice at 267-6394.

• Santa and Mrs. Claus 
will be stopping at the 
Heritage Museum Sat-
urday. 

This won’t just be a 
normal stop though, 
the Claus’ will be hav-
ing breakfast with the 
children of Big Spring, 
helping them decorate a 
gingerbread house and 
Christmas ornaments. 

“This went over really 
well last year and we fig-
ured we would bring it 
back this year and give 
more kids the opportuni-
ty to have breakfast with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus,” 
said Nancy Raney, mu-
seum director. 

The cost is $3 per child 
plus one canned good, 
which will benefit the 
First Baptist Church 
food pantry. There are 
30-minute time slots 
from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
that parents can sign 
their children up for. 

“We are expecting to 
have about 200 to 250 
kids come through,” 
Raney said. “We are ex-
pecting to have a really 
good time.”

Later that day, the mu-
seum will hold its an-
nual Parade Watching 
Party beginning at 4:30 
p.m.

To make reservations, 
call the museum at 267-
8255 or send an email 
to heritagemus@gmail.
com. 

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

State briefs▼

Texas asks Supreme Court 
to block redistricting

AUSTIN (AP) — Texas’ attorney 
general asked the U.S. Supreme Court 
on Monday to block a federal court 
from implementing temporary, new 
political maps as candidates for elect-
ed offices in Texas started filing for 
election.

Some candidates already changed 
their plans — and a handful an-
nounced retirements — after a feder-
al court in San Antonio shook things 
up last week by drawing new politi-
cal maps for the state to use while its 
redistricting fight continues. A stay 
issued by the nation’s highest court 
could cause more upheaval and pos-
sibly result in the March 6 primary 
being delayed until May.

Lawmakers redraw districts every 
10 years to reflect changes in popula-
tion reported by the census. Texas’ 
Republican-controlled Legislature 
drew up new maps earlier this year, 
but minority groups sued in federal 
court in San Antonio, claiming the 
plan didn’t reflect the growth in the 
state’s Hispanic and black popula-
tion.

The court has not yet ruled, but it is-
sued new maps that could be used in 
the meantime that would likely lead 
to greater minority representation 
and give Democrats a chance to add 
as many as a dozen seats in the Leg-
islature.

Meanwhile, a federal court in Wash-
ington has refused to approve the 
Legislature’s redistricting plan with-
out a trial, agreeing with the Justice 
Department that there was sufficient 
evidence to question whether it hurt 
minority representation. Texas, along 
with other states with a history of ra-
cial discrimination, can’t implement 
its redistricting plan or other changes 
to voting practices without federal ap-
proval under the Voting Rights Act.

But Attorney General Greg Abbott’s 
office has argued the legislative maps 
should be implemented while the 
Washington court’s ruling is pend-
ing.

American Airlines parent 
seeks Ch. 11 protection

FORT WORTH (AP) — American 
Airlines and its parent company are 
filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy pro-

tection as they seek to cut costs and 
unload massive debt built up by years 
of high jet fuel prices and labor strug-
gles.

The nation’s third-largest airline 
also said Tuesday that CEO Gerard 
Arpey had stepped down and was re-
placed by company president Thomas 
W. Horton.

AMR Corp. has continued to lose 
money while other U.S. airlines re-
turned to profitability in the last two 
years.

 
2 Texas soldiers die in 
apparent domestic dispute 

EL PASO (AP) — Police say two 
Fort Bliss soldiers have died in sepa-
rate shootings during an apparent do-
mestic dispute that left another man 
wounded.

El Paso police did not immediately 
release the names of the man and the 
woman who died or further details 
on what allegedly linked Monday’s 
shootings.

Police have recovered a weapon be-
lieved to have been used in the shoot-
ings and say no suspects are sought.

Police say the woman was fatally 
shot and a man was wounded Mon-
day morning while at their home. She 
died at the scene. He was transported 
to a hospital.

Police about two hours later re-
sponded to a report of a man shot at an 
apartment complex in another part of 
El Paso. He died Monday afternoon.

Suspect arrested in 
abandoned pot flight 

HEMPSTEAD (AP) — Authorities 
have arrested a man they suspect was 
the pilot of a small plane abandoned 
at a small Southeast Texas airstrip 
with about 100 pounds of marijuana 
onboard.

A Waller County Sheriff’s Office 
statement says deputies and federal 
Homeland Security agents arrested 
33-year-old Barrington Carl Slack late 
Monday afternoon outside an Italian 
restaurant in the Houston suburb of 
Humble (UHM’-buhl).

Slack was booked into the Waller 
County Jail in Hempstead, about 50 
miles northwest of Houston. No bond 
has been set for the felony marijuana 
possession charge. Jail records list no 
hometown or attorney for Slack.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

The Right’s health care fantasies

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Amanda Moreno
Staff Writer

Bill McClellan
Managing Editor

Steve Reagan
Staff Writer

Thomas Jenkins
Staff Writer

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Steve 
Reagan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

May we hold onto Your love, Lord, and not
get our feathers ruffled. 
					     Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

A quick look at the GOP field

Addresses

A 
real conservative 
would say: "Govern-
ment should stay out of 
health care. Let Ameri-

cans meet their medical needs in 
the free market." I respectfully 
disagree, but thanks for being 
clear.

The political 
problem for Re-
publicans is that 
this ideal stands 
at odds with what 
the public wants. 
Rather than admit 
it, they drag the 
issue through 
their hall of funny 
mirrors — arguing 
that government 
shouldn't have a 
role in health care 
while simultaneously grumbling 
that government doesn't do 
enough.

It reminds me of the Jewish 
joke about the hotel guest who 
complains, "The food is lousy, 
and the portions are small."

Consider the Republican posi-
tion in the not-at-all-funny mat-
ter of breast cancer treatments. 
The Food and Drug Administra-
tion recently denied approval of 
the hugely expensive drug Avas-
tin for treating breast cancer 
that has spread to other organs. 
It cited stringent studies show-
ing that Avastin does not extend 
life for these patients, while 
producing awful side effects.

Spending $90,000 a year on 
an ineffective treatment would 
seem enormously wasteful, 
would it not? It shouldn't matter 
whether the check-writer is a 
private insurer, the government 
or an individual. But a Wall 
Street Journal editorial blasts 
the FDA's decision as "another 

way of imposing a blanket gov-
ernment abstraction over the 
individual choices of a patient 
and her physicians."

Thus, after having consistently 
opposed expanding Washing-
ton's role in health care, the 
Journal now demands that the 
government spend $90,000 a 
year on a useless drug regimen 
because a patient says she wants 
it. (Yes, these are the same guys 
who rail against "high taxes.")

You know the Republican 
refrain: "Do you want a govern-
ment bureaucrat telling you 
what treatments you may have?" 
Well, it lacks all logic in a capi-
talistic system. Government can 
only tell you what the taxpayers 
will subsidize.

You are free to buy any medi-
cal care you want with your own 
money.

The above would seem an ex-
emplary conservative argument. 
Responsible people should save 
for such contingencies, it might 
add.

But Republicans oddly insist 
that if the government pays for 
anything in health care, it must 
pay for everything. And they 
push the fairy tale that while 
government may deny your 
wishes, private insurers will 
cover your every want. (Actu-
ally, skimping on care is how 
insurance executives become 
billionaires.)

Here's the adult-world reality: 
When private insurers must 
cover treatments that don't work 
or cost more than equally good 
ones, they simply jack up premi-
ums. Rising health care costs act 
as a virtual tax hike on employ-
ers and the workers they cover.

Now try to untangle Rep. Sue 
Myrick's, R-N.C., response to the 

FDA's Avastin decision. "When 
a drug can help save patients' 
lives, they should be able to do 
that affordably," she told a re-
porter. "Insurers now could cut 
off coverage and not pay for the 
drug."

Never mind that Avastin does 
not help save these patients' 
lives, according to the studies, 
and its side effects may actu-
ally shorten them. What does 
Myrick mean by "affordably"? 
She presumably means forcing 
taxpayers and private insurers 
to subsidize unproductive treat-
ments. Wouldn't the money be 
best spent developing treatments 
that could actually help these 
suffering women?

Myrick, of course, voted 
against the health care reforms 
that would have guaranteed 
Americans coverage. Wonder 
what uninsured breast cancer 
patients are finding "afford-
able" these days. By the way, if 
Myrick believes that the free 
market preserves consumer 
choice, why is she worried 
that private insurers will deny 
coverage for a drug that patients 
"choose"?

Makes you miss the principled 
conservative who lays out the 
alternatives in a chilling but 
honest way. Republicans won't 
because, frankly, most voters 
aren't real conservatives. Better 
to confuse them.

To find out more about Froma 
Harrop, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.
creators.com.
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T
he GOP presidential 
nomination process is 
a roller-coaster ride — 
sometimes uplifting, 

other times discouraging, but we 
press forward.

President Obama and his agen-
da are unspeakably disastrous 
for the nation, so this election 
matters more than any in my 
lifetime. The national debt clock 
is ticking faster than Obama's 
heart beats for big government, 
and his re-election 
would guarantee 
virtual national 
bankruptcy. That's 
why the grass-
roots tea party phe-
nomenon sprouted, 
and it's why there 
is so much scru-
tiny of the GOP 
candidates.

Every month or 
so, a new front-
runner emerges 
in this volatile race. We've gone 
from Sarah Palin (in theory) to 
Donald Trump (for some, any-
way) to Tim Pawlenty (sort of) 
to Michele Bachmann to Rick 
Perry to Herman Cain to Newt 
Gingrich, with Mitt Romney per-
sistently vying with the "generic 
Republican" as the first choice 
of an unenthusiastic, default plu-
rality. Throughout, some have 
hoped in vain that Palin, Mitch 
Daniels, Chris Christie or Paul 
Ryan would agree to be drafted.

Conservatives began this elec-
tion season fiercely determined 
to prevent the Republican Party 
from nominating another unin-
spiring, ideologically lukewarm 
candidate whose claim was 
based more on entitlement than 
merit. There would be no more 
Bob Doles or John McCains, 
whose centrism alone would be 
disqualifying.

The conservative base wants to 
know it can rely on the nominee 
to have the character and cour-
age to govern as a conservative, 
and that's assuming he or she 
meets the essential threshold of 
electability.

At the dawn of the campaign, 
few thought Cain or Newt, for 
different reasons, would be 
serious contenders, but as it has 
unfolded, they both have exceed-
ed expectations and have led the 
pack for an appreciable time. 

The same is true for Bachmann, 
though her star faded more rap-
idly than the others.

Perry's trajectory has been 
exactly the opposite. He burst 
onto the scene as an immediate 
front-runner, with apparent cre-
dentials, charisma and a mostly 
conservative record. But his 
early debate performances were 
so substandard that he knocked 
himself out of serious contention 
almost as quickly as he'd gotten 
there.

When Cain captured the lead, 
a group of women surfaced, ac-
cusing him of sexual misconduct 
sufficiently troublesome to seri-
ously damage any Republican 
— as opposed to Democratic — 
candidate. Because of the doubt 
cast on those allegations and 
Cain's emphatic denials, they 
didn't, on their own, sabotage 
his candidacy (though this latest 
one might).

But when the accusations were 
coupled with concerns about 
Cain's range of knowledge, most-
ly on foreign policy issues, his 
numbers began to fall sharply.

Newt's surprising ascendancy 
is a function both of the disap-
pointing field and his stellar de-
bate performances, the latter be-
ing especially refreshing in view 
of Perry's debate-related implo-
sion. But concerns remain, not 
just about his so-called personal 
baggage but also about positions 
he's taken and statements he's 
made in the past, from global 
warming to health care.

Romney is a man of mostly 
even temperament and few 
gaffes, and for a few years he has 
been saying mostly the "right" 
things. But his reputation as a 
flip-flopper, doubt about his true 
positions on social issues, and 
his stubborn refusal to denounce 
Romneycare inspire anxiety and 
distrust about whether in the 
end he would govern as a conser-
vative.

Those of us who remain un-
decided are not making the 
perfect the enemy of the good. 
But we have to be sure that we 
nominate a candidate who not 
only could defeat Obama but 
also would take the dramatic 
steps necessary to reverse his 
agenda. Anything less might not 
be enough to rescue the republic 
from financial ruin.

The way I see the current field, 
Rick Santorum and Bachmann 
could be trusted to govern as 
consistent, bold conservatives 
with the courage, convictions 
and competence to roll back 
Obama's assault. But at this 
point, neither seems to be able to 
garner enough support to make 
it above the second tier. Whether 
they would be electable against 
Obama is moot if they can't gen-
erate more support from their 
own party.

Cain is also a reliable conser-
vative with an impressive record 
as a competent and innovative 
businessman with strong lead-
ership skills. But many remain 
concerned about his depth of 
knowledge on the issues, as 
well as yet more women-related 
allegations. Perry seems to be 
mostly conservative, with excep-
tions, and has a record as an 
effective executive in Texas. But 
many now fear that his debate 
performances either are indica-
tive of greater intellectual weak-
nesses or would severely impair 
his electability against Obama.

So we have a few fine can-
didates who are getting no 
traction, a few who are strong 
conservatives with perceived 
substantive weaknesses, and a 
few who are overflowing with 
competency and ideas but who 
generate grave doubts as to 
whether they would govern as 
conservatively as they've cam-
paigned.

Despite the rigorous vetting, 
there is more to come, but no 
matter how many further weak-
nesses they expose, I will enthu-
siastically support the last GOP 
man or woman standing.

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney. His latest 
book, "Crimes Against Liberty," 
was No. 1 on the New York Times 
best-seller list for nonfiction for 
its first two weeks. Follow him on 
Twitter @davidlimbaugh and 
his website at www.davidlim-
baugh.com. To read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.
creators.com.
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FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK OBAMA
President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 

20500

• Kay Bailey 
Hutchison
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office 
Building

Washington, D.C. 
20510-4305

Phone: 202-224-
5922

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator

517 Hart Office 
Building

Washington, D.C. 
20510-4305

Phone: 202-224-
2934

• Randy 
Neugebauer

U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District

1510 Scurry
Big Spring

Phone: (432) 264-
0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor

State Capitol, Room 
2S.1

P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-
2000

• JIM LANDTROOP
State Representative

Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 1105

Big Spring, 79721
Phone: (432) 517-

9894

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator

Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101

Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-

9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

Tommy Duncan, 
Mayor  — Home: 
517-4070; Office: 

264-2350.
	 Terry Hansen  — 

Home: 263-2616; 
Work (Howard 

College): 264-5000.
  Manuel Ramirez Jr 
— Home: 268-9692; 
Work (VAMC): 263-

7361.	
	 Marcus Fernandez 
—  Mobile: 816-3923
	 Glen Carrigan — 

Home: 263-3207.
	 Gloria McDonald 
— Home: 263-4835. 

Work: 263-7615.
	 Craig Olson — 
	 Home: 263-0703.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 Mark Barr, County  
Judge — Home and 
Office: (432) 517-

0707.
	 Emma Brown — 

Home: 267-2649.
	 Donnie Baker — 

Home: 267-5325.
	 Jimmie Long — 

Home: 466-0793.
	 John Cline — 

Home: 263-7158.



Every acre or two, he 
checked the traps. 
Whether on U.S. 
Highway 87, two-lane 

paved stretches, or barely 
maintained dirt streaks, 
he worked his way along 
what seemed like endless 
miles dotted with occasional 
greenish-yellow containers.

At times, far away from 
any signs of human habita-
tion, he had relished the sud-
den appearance of a badger 
waddling slowly down the 
depth of a furrow. Sometimes 

a jackrabbit 
would startle 
him as it 
darted across 
his path.

Indicating 
the changing 
seasons, and 
always pleas-
ant to see, was 
the variety of 
birds. Play-
ful ravens in 
winter, soaring 

hawks and vultures dur-
ing summer, and a variety 
of raptors, shore and water 
birds during fall, enlivened 
his long, daily drives.

Sitting behind a desk had 
never appealed to him. At 
least this job allowed him to 
enjoy whatever nature had 
to offer as he participated in 
the boll weevil eradication 
program.

Leaving his truck and 
walking the short distance 
to a trap, he was envious of 
the landowners. At times, no 
matter in which direction he 
looked, he saw no structures 
and heard no sounds. Sun-
rise and sunset could be seen 
in their entirety and only the 
wind interrupted the silence.

After entering his findings, 
he continued toward the next 
trap. Leaving plowed land, 
he noticed miles of stubble 
remaining upright in the 
next acreage.

“The sooner they plow 
that under, the better,” he 
thought. To make the pro-
gram successful, that effort 
was another factor in addi-
tion to traps and chemicals.

At a strange angle to the 
ground, the next trap had 
apparently been knocked 
askew by stripping equip-
ment. As he tried to right 
the post, he barely noticed 
a movement to his right. 
Probably another rabbit, he 

thought.
With the trap almost verti-

cal, he turned to go back to 
his truck. Then he saw it.

Not far into the field a 
large, brown hawk stared 
back at him. Why it hadn’t 
flown was puzzling.

Thinking it appeared to be 
the kind of hawk he nor-
mally saw in late spring and 
throughout summer, he won-
dered why it was still hang-
ing around. Having seen that 
same specie in another part 
of the county on a hot, July 
afternoon, he had watched 
it snatch grasshoppers from 
the tall grasses lining a 
fencerow.

Deciding to walk toward 
the hawk, he took only three 
steps before it attempted to 
fly. Gaining only about a foot 
and a half elevation, the rap-
tor traveled some 20 to 30 feet 
before landing.

Sensing something was 
wrong, the man felt he could 
not leave it in the cotton 
fields. Sure of his identifica-
tion of its being a “summer 
hawk,” he realized with the 
eradication program, few if 
any insects had survived the 
chemical applications. In a 
sterile environment, the bird 
might starve.

Soon, it was his will 
against the bird’s. Each time 
he approached, the hawk 
took flight. Determined, the 
man realized it was tiring. 
Running with what little 
breath he had left, he over-
came the raptor.

Barehanded, he quickly 
forced the bird’s wings to its 
body. With its flailing feet 
forward and talons extended, 
the hawk was a struggling 
handful of feathers. Only 
then did the man realize how 
cold he was. 

Not having anticipated 
wrestling with a hawk, he 
had left his coat in the truck 
for a quick look at the trap. 
The first week of December 
was far colder than he had 
realized.

Once inside the cab, he 
held the hawk against the 
passenger seat with one hand 
while he wrapped his coat 
around it with the other. 
Confined within the lined 
jacket, the bird settled down 
in the surrounding darkness.

When the man told me he 
had a summer hawk, I was 
doubtful. However, after his 

arrival, the removal of 
his heavy coat revealed 
he was correct. 

Having the most 
noticeable identifying 
marks of its specie, the 
Swainson’s hawk wore 
a chestnut-brown bib 
across its creamy upper 
chest. Its brown upper 
parts and head were 
a sharp contrast to its 
pale belly. Dark bands 
accented its grayish 
tail. With its light wing 
linings contrasting 
against its dark flight 
feathers, the raptor was 
an outstanding speci-
men.

It was, however, 
extremely thin. Hav-
ing felt the length of its 
breastbone, I knew it 
was depleted of body fat. 
The frayed ends of its 
tail feathers indicated 
it must have been down 
for some time.

Extending one wing, 
I found no breaks. As 
my fingers followed the 
bones down the other, a 
small lump was detect-
able.

Nature is thoroughly 
capable of healing some 
fractures if enough time 
is afforded for calcifi-
cation to occur. Dur-
ing the “down time,” 
however, and until the 
process is completed, 
the bird must have a 
sustainable food source.

With no insects, only 
a ground squirrel or 
mouse just happen-
ing by could have 
provided sustenance, 
but the likelihood of a 
continued procession 
of small mammals was 
slim. And the danger 
of predators would be 
continuous.

For five days, the 
Swainson’s left each platter 
of mice empty. No longer 
passive, it became alert and 
feisty.

At the wildlife center in 
Lubbock, Gail Barnes also 
felt its calcification. “That’s 
an old injury,” she said.  
“There’s something else,” 
she offered as she wrote a 
request for an x-ray. 

Later in the day, she called 
to say the pictures had 
shown an old break that had 
calcified and was considered 

healed. Not far from that in-
jury was a hairline fracture 
caused by a gunshot.

“That’s the reason it 
couldn’t fly,” she noted. 
Allowing the hawk time to 
recuperate from its man-
made grounding, they would 
monitor its progress and see 
if it were releasable.

Upon being told of the 
hawk’s possible return to the 
wild, the man said the bird 
belonged back out there, just 
like he did. His appreciation 
of what the natural environ-

ment had to offer reminded 
me of the thoughts of Mal-
colm Muggeridge, who spent 
most of his life as a journal-
ist: “What the wilderness 
offers is its emptiness and 
barrenness … and silence … 
the world seems far away … 
Just an arid haven of refuge, 
a dusty paradise.”

 
Bebe McCasland is author 

of The Scoop From Bird 
Poop. She is federally and 
state licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.
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Now at Bri’ana’s Hair & Nail Salon

The Best Air Brush Tanning
Product On The Market!

1001 E. 3rd St.                             (432) 264-1995

Don’t damage the 
only skin you will 
ever have with 
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Stars use it, and 
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Take these broken wings ...

Courtey photo

A summer raptor, the Swainson’s hawk is found in open country, 
either soaring on thermal updrafts, or perched atop telephone 
poles and fence posts. Arriving sometime between March and 
May, it begins its migration southward in late August or early 
September.

Bird Poop
Bebe

McCasland

Gratitude — it’s good for you
Thanksgiving 

as a season is 
now over but 
as a way of 

life it should never be 
over. We all enjoy being 

thanked. 
It’s a great 
feeling 
to have 
someone, 
especially 
someone 
with 
nothing to 
gain, tell 
us that we 
made a 
difference 
in their 
lives. 

Being 
thanked and having 
reason to thank oth-
ers are two sides of the 
same gratefulness coin. 
Both exemplify the 
positive in human be-
havior and provide us 
with a positive charge 
that boosts our emo-
tional balance. 

It might be reassuring 
to learn that the expres-
sion of thanks can be 
its own reward. Both to 
the giver as well as the 
receiver. Everyone ben-
efits when thanks are 
freely given and just as 

freely acknowledged.
What would happen if 

we extended the tradi-
tion of giving thanks 
throughout the entire 
year? Researchers say  
such gratitude would 
be rewarded with better 
health. 

It may be a dramatic 
departure from what 
we’ve been taught, but 
the connection between 
gratitude and health 
actually goes back a 
long way. 

Thousands of years 
of literature talk about 
the benefits of cultivat-
ing gratefulness as a 
virtue. Throughout his-
tory, philosophers and 
religious leaders have 
extolled gratitude as a 
virtue integral to health 
and well-being. 

Now, through a re-
cent movement called 
positive psychology, 
professionals are taking 
a close look at how vir-
tues such as gratitude 
can benefit our health. 
They are finding that 
grateful people — those 
who perceive gratitude 
as a permanent trait 
rather than a tempo-
rary state of mind — 
have an edge on the 

not-so-grateful when it 
comes to health.  

Gratitude research 
is beginning to suggest 
that feelings of thank-
fulness have tremen-
dous positive value in 
helping people cope 
with daily problems. 
Grateful people tend to 
be more optimistic, a 
characteristic that truly 
boosts the immune sys-
tem. Optimism also has 
a positive health impact 

on people with compro-
mised health. 

Even in the face of 
tremendous loss or 
tragedy, it’s possible to 
feel gratitude. In fact, 
adversity can even 
boost gratitude, but I 
wonder if Archie Bun-
ker would agree? 

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for Big Spring Indepen-
dent School District.

Parent’s
Corner
Darrell 

Ryan
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St. Vincent de Paul
2nd Annual

Christmas Bazaar
at 

Holy Trinity Parish Hall
1009 Hearn St.

December 3, 2011
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Come join us for some fun,
 food, and music.

We will have several quality 
vendors of arts and 
crafts booths and 

other misc. for your 
holiday shopping needs!

230579

News in brief
French pressing for joint 
bonds among strongest 
euro economies despite 
German resistance

PARIS (AP) — A French official 
says France may propose joint bonds 
among the eurozone’s strongest econ-
omies as part of a package of measures 
to save the shared currency, despite 
German resistance.

The official said Tuesday that dis-
cussions over joint bonds by top-rated 
triple A eurozone economies is under 
discussion as the French govern-
ment prepares for an EU summit next 
week.

Proponents say the proceeds of the 
so-called elite bonds could be used to 
help the eurozone’s weaker countries 
deal with their debts, in return for 
strict conditions being imposed on 
their budgets.

The official spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the sensitive, 
closed-door talks are still under way.

German Finance Minister Wolf-
gang Schaeuble dismissed reports of 
joint bonds Monday, saying they were 
“completely made up.”

‘Here we go again’: Cain 
denies Ga. woman’s 
allegation of 13-year 
extramarital affair

ATLANTA (AP) — Republican can-
didate Herman Cain declared “Here 
we go again” as he faced the latest cri-
sis in his presidential campaign: an 
accusation of a 13-year extramarital 
affair with an Atlanta businesswom-
an.

On Monday, Ginger White said in 
an interview with Fox 5 Atlanta that 
her affair with Cain ended not long 
before the former businessman from 
Georgia announced his candidacy for 
the White House.

“It was fun,” said White, 46, as she 
described how Cain had bought her 
plane tickets for a rendezvous in Palm 
Springs, Calif. “It was something that 
took me away from my sort of hum-
drum life at the time. And it was ex-
citing.”

Cain went on television to deny 
White’s claims even before the report 
aired. It was a faster and more delib-
erate response than he had managed 
when it was reported that three wom-
en alleged he had sexually harassed 
or groped them when he was the 
president of the National Restaurant 
Association in the mid- to late 1990s. 
The trade group paid settlements to 
two women who had worked there.

“Here we go again,” Cain told CNN 
as he denied White’s accusation. “I 
didn’t do anything wrong.”

International force in 
Afghanistan will shrink by 
40,000 by end of next year

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Draw-
down plans announced by the U.S. 
and more than a dozen other nations 
will shrink the foreign military foot-
print in Afghanistan by 40,000 troops 
at the close of next year, leaving Af-
ghan forces increasingly on the front-
lines of the decade-long war.

The United States is pulling out 
the most — 33,000 by the end of 2012. 
That’s one-third of 101,000 American 
troops who were in Afghanistan in 
June — the peak of U.S. military pres-
ence in the war, according to figures 
provided by the Pentagon.

Others in the 49-nation coalition 

have announced withdrawal plans 
too, even as they insist they are not 
rushing to leave. Many nations have 
vowed to keep troops in Afghanistan 
to continue training the Afghan po-
lice and army in the years to come. 
And many have pledged to keep send-
ing aid to the impoverished country 
after the international combat mis-
sion ends in 2014.

Still, the exit is making Afghans 
nervous.

They fear their nation could plunge 
into civil war once the foreign forces 
go home. Their confidence in the Af-
ghan security forces has risen, but 
they don’t share the U.S.-led coali-
tion’s stated belief that the Afghan 
soldiers and policemen will be ready 
to secure the entire nation in three 
years. Others worry the Afghan econ-
omy will collapse if foreigners leave 
and donors get stingy with aid.

LA protesters 
successfully defy efforts 
to remove camps, 
head to court for help

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Occupy 
Wall Street protesters who defied a 
deadline to remove their weeks-old 
encampment on the Los Angeles City 
Hall lawn stood their ground Tuesday 
as they faced uncertainty over when 
or if police would push them out of 
the park — and if an eviction could 
happen without the kind of violence 
that has engulfed the removal of pro-
test sites in other cities.

Protesters in the nation’s second 
largest city have turned to the fed-
eral courts to keep officers away after 
disobeying a city-imposed 12:01 a.m. 
deadline Monday to take down their 
camp. They argue that the City Coun-
cil passed a resolution in support of 
the movement and that the city’s 
mayor and police did not have the au-
thority to evict them.

The chances that protesters will get 
an injunction appear slim, constitu-
tional experts say.

Meanwhile, city officials said they 
will only move in on the camp when 
conditions are safest not just for 
protesters and officers but also the 
roughly 100 homeless people who had 
joined the encampment.

China’s vaccine makers 
gear up for overseas 
markets; product safety 
image still a concern

BEIJING (AP) — The world should 
get ready for a new Made in China 
product — vaccines.

China’s vaccine makers are gear-
ing up over the next few years to push 
exports in a move that should lower 
costs of lifesaving immunizations for 
the world’s poor and provide major 
new competition for the big Western 
pharmaceutical companies.

However, it may take some time be-
fore some parts of the world are ready 
to embrace Chinese products when 
safety is as sensitive an issue as it 
is with vaccines — especially given 
the food, drug and other scandals the 
country has seen.

Still, China’s entry into this market 
will be a “game changer,” said Nina 
Schwalbe, head of policy at the GAVI 
Alliance, which buys vaccines for 50 
million children a year worldwide.

Fired band director: top 
school officials failed to 

act on hazing warnings
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — The 

fired director of Florida A&M’s famed 
“Marching 100” band said he repeat-
edly warned university leaders over 
two decades about the dangers of 
hazing and that he’s been made the 
scapegoat for a band member’s death 
in which the practice is suspected.

Julian White, 71, said he suspend-
ed 26 band members for hazing two 
weeks before drum major Robert 
Champion’s death on Nov. 19. He re-
ported his actions to university ad-
ministrators, he said.

Hazing has been “rampant on uni-
versity campuses,” and the suspen-
sions would serve notice it wouldn’t 
be tolerated at A&M, he said.

But instead of being supported, 
White said, he was second-guessed, 
particularly from some parents of 
band members, and said the punish-
ments were akin to suspending star 
football players.

“And so the band members were ap-
prehensive. ‘Doc, you think we can go 
without 19 trombone players?’” said 
White, who replaced “Marching 100” 
founder William P. Foster as director 
in 1998. “And other folks. ‘Doc, do you 
thing you can do it without them?’ My 
comment was, it doesn’t matter, I am 
not going to sacrifice the performance 
for the principle.”

Egyptians vote for 
2nd day in landmark 
parliamentary elections

CAIRO (AP) — Polls opened Tuesday 
for a second day of voting in Egypt’s 
landmark parliamentary elections, 
the first since Hosni Mubarak’s oust-
er in a popular uprising earlier this 
year.

The historic election — which 
promises to be the fairest and clean-
est in Egypt in living memory — will 
show whether the country that is one 
of America’s most important Middle 
East allies will remain secular or 
move down a more Islamic path as 
have other nations swept up in the 
Arab Spring.

The turnout Monday, the first vot-
ing day, was massive despite security 
concerns and turmoil over a deadly 
spate of violence in the week before 
the balloting. It reflects the Egyp-
tians’ determination to break away 

from the past after 10 months of frus-
tration over how the military rulers 
who took over from Mubarak have 
been handling the transition.

“I am voting for this country’s sake. 
We want a new beginning,” said Zein-
ab Saad, 50, who brought her young 
daughter to a polling station in Cairo. 
“Its a great thing to feel like your vote 
matters.”

The voting process, long and com-
plicated, is staggered over the next six 
weeks across 27 provinces, divided 
into thirds with runoffs held a week 
after the first round in each location.

Romney campaigns in 
Florida; rivals fight to win 
in earlier-primary states

MEDLEY, Fla. (AP) — If there’s 
any Republican presidential candi-
date who can afford to spend precious 
time and money focusing on winning 
in Florida, it’s the one campaigning 
here Tuesday.

While others focus on Iowa’s cau-
cuses or the early primaries in New 
Hampshire and South Carolina, Mitt 
Romney is set to spend the day in the 
state welcoming endorsements from 
three top Cuban-American Republi-
cans, attending several fundraisers 
and visiting the port in Tampa to dis-
cuss trade policy.

It’s the only early primary state 
Romney’s visiting this week, little 
more than a month before voters start 
weighing in on the GOP nominating 
contest.

Contrast that with his rivals, who 
have spent most of primary campaign 
jockeying to become the consensus 
conservative alternative to the for-
mer Massachusetts governor — and 
probably need to win at least one 
earlier-than-Florida primary to stand 
a chance of competing with Romney. 
Florida votes Jan. 31 and is likely to 
play a key role in deciding the GOP 
nominee.

Newt Gingrich is spending three 
days in South Carolina this week. 
Rick Perry and Jon Huntsman are 
campaigning in New Hampshire. 
Rick Santorum and Michele Bach-
mann are both in Iowa. Herman Cain 
is scheduled to make stops in Michi-
gan and Ohio, though his campaign is 
now battling new accusations that he 
had an extramarital affair.

www.bigspringherald.com
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District 2-2A  
district football honors

Newcomer of the Year — Caige Miller, Coahoma

Utility Player of the Year — Ty Johnson, Forsan

First Team Offense 
Quarterback — Tanner Ruiz, Coahoma
Fullback — Justin Coker, Coahoma
Receiver — Trevor Burchett, Forsan
Tight End — Ethan Mauldin, Stanton 
Linemen — Jacob Echavarria,Coahoma; Logan Fryar, 

Stanton
Kicker —Andres Chavez, Stanton

First Team defense
Defensive End — Ethan Mauldin, Stanton; Marco Molina, 

Coahoma
Defensive Linemen — Logan Fryar, Stanton; Copeland 

Riddell, Forsan
Linebacker — Patrick Robles, Forsan; Justin Coker, 

Coahoma
Secondary — Oscar Reyna, Stanton; Tanner Ruiz, Coahoma

Second Team Offense
Quarterback — Foster Burchett, Forsan
Running Back — Brendan Roman, Forsan; Aaron Acevedo, 

Coahoma
Receiver — Ryan Reid, Coahoma; Dalton Doss, Forsan; Oscar 

Reyna, Stanton
Linemen — Peyton Rodriquez, Coahoma; Bryson Phillips, 

Forsan

Second Team Defense
Defensive End  — Nathen Koonce, Stanton; Kade Fannin, 

Forsan
Defensive Linemen — Gabriel Lopez, Coahoma; Ausden 

Medrano, Forsan
Linebacker — Alex Hill, Coahoma
Secondary — Aaron Acevedo, Coahoma; Jacob Nichols, 

Stanton; Marcus Cervantes, Forsan

Honorable Mention
Offensive Line — Blaise Coffman, Forsan

Big Spring Steers
representing District 5-3A 

First Team Offense 
Wide Receiver — Toby Rodgers
Offensive Line — Joseph Morelion

First Team Defense
Defensive End — Diamond Bailey
Inside Linebacker — Max Pappajohn

Second Team Offense
Fullback — Max Pappajohn
Utility Back — Devin Roberson

Honorable Mention Offense
Center — Sawyer Roberts

Second Team Defense
Defensive Line — Chris Nunez
Safety — Devin Roberson
Punter — Devin Roberson

Honorable Mention Defense
Defensive End — Isaac Garza

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — On 
their own 12-yard line with 
1:09 left in the first half, there 
was no way Drew Brees and 
the Saints were simply going 
to run out the clock.

That’s not how their offense 
works, and the New York Gi-
ants weren’t putting up much 
resistance anyway.

Only 34 seconds elapsed be-
fore a third touchdown drive 
of 80-plus yards gave the 
Saints a 21-3 halftime lead, 
and they were well on their 
way to a third-straight win, 
49-24 over the slumping Gi-
ants.

“What it comes down to is 
we have a lot of confidence 
and we play very aggressive,” 
Brees said. “Is there risk in-
volved? Yes. When you do it 
as much as we do with the 
mentality we do, you make it 
part of the way you operate.”

Brees operated with surgi-
cal precision through most of 
Monday night’s matchup with 
New York, finishing with 363 
yards and four touchdowns 
passing to go with one TD 
rushing.

“There’s that confidence that 
players around him have, and 
obviously we have in him,” 
Saints coach Sean Payton 
said of Brees. “He made some 
fantastic throws tonight.”

Tight end Jimmy Graham 
had five catches for 84 yards, 
including touchdowns of 5 
and 29 yards. Brees’ two other 
scoring strikes went to Lance 
Moore, who had five catches 
for 54 yards.

“Things were just click-
ing tonight and seemed like 
anything we tried, it seemed 
to work,” Graham said. “To-
night was definitely a fun 
night.”

New York was desperate to 
win after losing its previous 
two, to San Francisco and 
Philadelphia.

Instead, the Giants (6-5) 
dropped a game behind first-
place Dallas in the NFC East 

and face the possibility of a 
four-game losing streak when 
they host the unbeaten Green 
Bay Packers next weekend.

The Saints (8-3), meanwhile, 
maintained a one-game lead 
over Atlanta in the NFC 
South.

They also padded their rush-
ing stats with 205 yards on the 
ground, including touchdown 
runs of 12 yards by Pierre 
Thomas and 35 yards by rook-
ie Mark Ingram.

“We didn’t stop them. How 
much further explanation do 
you want?” said Giants coach 
Tom Coughlin, whose defense 
was unable to sack Brees. “We 
prepared well, but when we 
got in the game we didn’t cov-
er well. When we don’t get to 
the passer, we have trouble.”

Marques Colston had three 
catches for 78 yards, all on 
the Saints’ 34-second, 88-yard 
touchdown drive late in the 
second quarter that gave New 
Orleans a 21-3 halftime lead. 
Colston’s longest reception 
went for 50 yards when he 
caught a pass along the left 
sideline, slipped a tackle and 
raced up field.

The Giants took a beating 
on the scoreboard and on the 
field. 

Defensive end Osi Umeny-
iora went out with a sprained 
ankle and receiver Hakeem 
Nicks was rocked on a vicious 
hit by Saints rookie safety Isa 
Abdul-Quddus.

Nicks stayed in the game de-
spite bruised ribs.

New York already was miss-
ing two key players because 
of injuries: leading rusher 
Ahmad Bradshaw and wide 
receiver Mario Manningham.

Back home in the Big Easy, 
Eli Manning passed for 406 
yards completed 21 straight 
passes for the Giants — most-
ly after the outcome was de-
cided. He was intercepted by 
linebacker Will Herring on 
New York’s opening drive.

The only scoring the Giants 

managed in the first half was 
Lawrence Tynes’ 42-yard field 
goal.

The Giants, who have been 
struggling to run the ball all 
season, gained only 73 yards 
on the ground all game.

New York did not get into 
the end zone until Brandon 
Jacobs steamrolled safety 
Roman Harper on an 8-yard 
scoring run that made it 21-10 
in the third quarter, but the 
Saints went right back down 
the field and scored on Brees’ 
8-yard scramble.

After Giants running back 
Da’Rell Scott fumbled on his 
own 29, Brees connected with 
Graham, who rumbled down 
the left sideline and dove for 
the pylon for his second TD of 
the game, and his team-lead-
ing eighth receiving score of 
the season.

Although very little went 
wrong for New Orleans, 
Brees, as usual, made a point 
of not sounding too satisfied.

“We can always get better. 
There’s always something to 
prove. The challenges only get 
greater as you move through 
the season,” Brees said. 
“Sunday night football next 
week, we got Detroit coming 
to town, on a short week, so 
we’re going to have to get our-
selves back on track out here 
pretty quick and ready for 
that game.”

Notes: Brees took back the 
NFL passing lead from Tom 
Brady. Brees now has 3,689 
yards, keeping him on pace 
to break Dan Marino’s single-
season mark of 5,084 set in 
1984.

Brees has passed for at least 
one TD in 38 straight games, 
the second-longest streak in 
NFL history.

The Saints’ total of 577 yards 
was the second-highest in 
franchise history.

The Giants lowered their 
already anemic rushing av-
erage to a league worst 82.3 
yards per game.

Saints roll past Giants
Leaving Cowboys all alone atop NFC East

Devin Roberson

Aaron Acevedo
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432-520-7348

Mention this ad for up to $250.00 OFF a complete roofing job!

100% Financing Available
222098

By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 4 of 5 - Easy

4 3 2 5

5 4 8 6

3 9 1 7

7 1 2 6 5 8

6 3 8 4 2 7

8 2 1 5

9 5 7 3

3 5 7 9
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Take note
• A benefit account for the Arguello family, who 

lost two family members and their home in a recent 
fire  in Coahoma, has been established at Western 
Bank. Interested persons can contribute to the 
account at any of the bank’s three locations (two 
in Big Spring; one in Coahoma). For more informa-
tion, call 432-394-4256. 

• An account has been established at Wells Fargo 
to help defray medical expenses for 4-year-old Zayde 
Stallings, who recently died of a rate heart condi-
tion. She was the daughter of Kenny and Renea 
Stallings of Big Spring. If you need more informa-
tion, contact Four Seasons Insulation and Siding at 
264-8610. The account number is 7938527277.

• A fund has been set up at Myers & Smith Funer-
al Home for Mike Williams, 39, a lifetime resident 
of Big Spring who died Nov. 1. He leaves behind 
a wife and seven children. Any donations can be 
brought to the funeral home office at 301 E. 24th St. 
For more information, call 267-8288.

• American Cancer Society will have its board 
meetings at noon on the second Tuesday of the 
month through April. Lunch will be furnished. 
Meetings will take place at Home Hospice, located 
at 111 E. Seventh. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Training 
will be provided and geared to your time frame. 
Volunteers are needed for in office duties as well 
as sitters, deliveries and crafts. To find out more 
information or to volunteer contact Sherry Hod-
nett at Home Hospice by calling 264-7599. 

• Every 10 years, Texas requires that marks and 
brands be re-registered in the county or counties 
in which you operate. The re-registration period 
began Aug. 31 and runs through Feb. 29, 2012. At 
the conclusion date, all marks and brands that have 
not been re-registered are automatically available 
for registration by another party. For additional 
information, contact the Howard County Clerk’s 
Office at 264-2214 or 264-2213.

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help! We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and enjoy 
a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• Big Spring Education Employees Federal Credit 
Union is raising money to benefit Maurine Pitt-
man, who is undergoing cancer treatment in a Dal-
las-area hospital. For more information, call the 
credit union at 263-8393.

• A benefit fund has been established at Western 
Bank for Eric Kelly, a 24-year-old Big Spring resi-
dent with cystic fibrosis who is recovering from 
a double lung transplant in Dallas. All donations 
are appreciated. For more information, call 432-213-
0795

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heat-
er drive and is in dire need of heaters. Community 
members can donate new or used heaters. Mon-
etary donations are also welcomed. Donations can 
be made at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth 
St., Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m.

• The Homeownership Preservation Foundation 
(HPF) is an independent national nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping distressed homeowners navigate 
financial challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure.  If you want to stop foreclosure and are in need 
of foreclosure help, the time to call 888-995-HOPE is 
now. The Homeowner’s HOPE hotline is a counsel-
ing service provided by HPF to work with you to 
find a solution to your problem. HPF can provide 
counseling free of charge, in English and 170 other 
languages, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year. Free free foreclosure help, call the hotline.

• Fridays are live band dance nights at Big Spring 
Senior Center, 1901 Simler. Senior adults are invit-
ed to an evening of fellowship (and good exercise) 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. each Friday. Cost is $8 per 
person. For more information or to find out what 
band is playing, call the Senior Center at 432-267-
1628.

• A benefit fund for Chris Johnson (account 
5945033396) has been established at Wells Fargo 
Bank to help defray expenses from a house fire. All 
donations are appreciated.

• The Salvation Army has funding for Texas Mili-
tary Personnel now serving or has served in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. The military member or their family 
member may apply at 811 W. Fifth St. or call 267-
8239. The grant is funded by the TRIAD Fund of 
Permian Basin Area Foundation. 

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. Thursdays at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
Weigh-in is confidential and you don’t have to talk 
if you don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We currently have 
55 children in foster care without a volunteer.  We 
need your help. If you’re interested in volunteer-
ing please contact Suzy Milliken at 1-877-316-8346 
or visit www.BecomeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.
org.

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting 
appointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seek-

ing legal advice for matters concerning family law, 
divorce, custody and child support issues, social 
security cases, employment and housing may con-
tact the office to schedule an appointment. Crimi-
nal cases are not accepted. Anyone recently served 
with legal documents should call the office immedi-
ately at 800-926-5630 or 432-686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in crit-
ical need of foster families. Foster parents are the 
caretakers for the children in the community who 
have been abused or neglected. For more informa-
tion on becoming foster parents or adoptive fami-
lies, call the Children’s Protective Services office 
at 263-9669.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an American 
Cancer Society Resource Room is available at First 
Methodist Church. This center provides informa-
tion and valuable resources for those affected by 
cancer. This HATS ministry, established in memo-
ry of the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, maintains a room 
with free hats, wigs and head coverings available 
for check-out by those dealing with hair loss due 
to cancer treatment. Other services and resources 
are also available. Contact the “Hat Lady,” Marci 
Lykken at 267-2915 or the local ACS office at 432-683-
6375.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer 
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To vol-
unteer, or to request a ride for treatment, call (877) 
277-1618, the High Plains American Cancer Group 
Report Center. Anyone wishing to volunteer to 
drive in this program should call Sherry Hodnett, 
president of the Big Spring ACS Board, at 264-7599 
at her office at Home Hospice.

• All Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an 
account set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 
N. Hwy. 87 for all types of metals and aluminum 
cans. Please tell them that your donations are for 
All Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures 
Sanctuary and Rescue is also still taking weight 
circles off of all Purina brand dog foods. Send your 
Purina Weight Circles, to A.C.S.&R. at P.0. Box 
871, Coahoma 79511. All Creatures Sanctuary and 
Rescue is still accepting old and used cell phones 
and ink jet cartridges, for drop off locations in Big 
Spring and Coahoma, call Melanie at 267-7387.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ 
is holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth 
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The 
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and own-
ers of found pets. To volunteer or for more informa-
tion, call Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• Do you have a minute? An hour? How about 
making a difference in someone’s life? Become a 
hospice volunteer. One hour a month can make a 
difference. 

Whether it visiting a patient, or working in the 
office, or helping with a craft, you can make a dif-
ference. We can work around your schedule. If 
interested, please call Michelle Coutermarsh, at 
Compass Hospice, 263-5999 or apply in person at 
1003 E. FM 700 in Big Spring.

• Big Spring resident Matt Fowler was involved in 
a vehicle accident June 20 and is still in the recov-
ery stages. He has undergone several procedures. 
The family is in need of assistance with medical 
expenses. They ask for anyone wanting to help to 
send donations to P.O. Box 3315, Big Spring, 79720, 
Attn: Angela Morrow. The family extends its grati-
tude for all gifts. 

Support groups
WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sym-

pathetic Dystrophy, a 
chronic pain disease), a 
new support and infor-
mative group meets at 
213 Circle. Call Lucy at 
(432) 517-9207 for more 
information.

• Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 615 Settles, noon 
to 1 p.m.; open 12 & 12 
study meeting 8 p.m. to 
9 p.m.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anony-

mous, 615 Settles, open 
discussion noon to 1 
p.m.; women’s meeting; 
6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discus-
sion meeting, 8 p.m. un-
til 9 p.m.

• Spring Tabernacle 
Ministries has a faith-
based support group 
for those who need help 
finding and continuing 
to walk down the path 
God has for each of us. 
Meetings are at 11 a.m. 
until noon and again 
at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.. The 

classes take place at 
Spring Tabernacle Min-
istries, located at 1209 
Wright St.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion 

meeting from noon un-
til 1 p.m. at 605 Settles. 
Open Big Book study 
meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

• Celebrate Recovery, 
a Christ-centered recov-
ery program, is held at 
Cornerstone Covenant 
Church, 706 E. 12th St. 

at 6:30 p.m.  For more 
information, call at 
264-0015 or visit www.
cccbigspring.org

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anony-

mous open discussion 
meeting, 615 Settles, 
noon to 1 p.m. Open po-
dium/speakers meeting  
8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open 
birthday night, no smok-
ing meeting the last Sat-
urday of each month at 
8 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anony-

mous closed meeting 
from 11 a.m. to noon at 
615 Settles. Open meet-
ing 7 p.m. until 8 p.m.

MONDAY
• Alcoholics Anony-

mous open discussion 
meeting, noon-1 p.m., 
615 Settles.

•  Alcoholics Anony-
mous open meeting, 8-9 
p.m., fourth floor, VA 
Medical Center.

• Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 
meets at 5:30 p.m. at the 
First Christian Church.
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ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference limi-
tation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2008 Yukon XL 4X4
Nav., Sunroof, DVD

Center Buckets
35,000 Miles.

2006 Denali
AWD, Sunroof, DVD

75,000 Miles.

2011 Acadia
SLT AWD.

.

2003 Pontiac
Grand AM

23,000 Miles.
.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

227946

$9,995 $36,995

$34,995 $24,995

$44,995

2009 2500 HD SLT 4X4 Duramax
50,000 Miles

Business Opportunity
OUTDOOR SIGN for Rent- 
10x40. Corner of FM 700 & 80. 
$350 Monthly. (432)263-6514.

Help Wanted
****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Coahoma-

Now hiring a driver for 
our Coahoma area,

need at least a Class B CDL.
Experience Preferred 
for a driver’s position

Drivers must be able to 
pass a mandatory DOT 
and a corporate drug 
testing requirements.

The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri,
with some Sat mornings and 

can earn a 
weekly incentive bonus.
Please send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com

or 
apply at 

8220 W. Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX 79706 

no phone calls please
Equal Opportunity Employer

AAA TUBING TESTING now 
hiring. Good Benefits. Prefer 
CDL & need Operator. Will 
train. Call Jesse 
(432)267-7821.

BACKHOE OPERATOR with 
at least 1 year experience. Call 
or go by Rusty’s Oilfield Serv-
ice in Stanton. Call 
(432)756-2821.

COCKTAIL WAITRESSES.
Outgoing & Enthusiastic? No 
experience necessary. Must be 
18 or older.  Call 432-213-0946 
for application, San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill.  

Help Wanted
COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with one 
year tractor trailer experience. 
For More Information, Call 
877-314-0700 between 
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

DRIVERS NEEDED
Professional Transportation, 
Inc. is seeking local drivers for 
7-passenger mini-vans in the 
Big Spring, TX area.  Drug 
screen, driving record and 
criminal   background   check 
required.   800-471-2440. 
www.professional
transportationinc.com

Due to the continued trust be-
ing placed in our staff by Big 
Spring residents & physicians, 
Crossroads Hospice is hiring 
for the position of RN full-time.
We will gladly train the candi-
date who is selected for  this 
position  to  OUR STANDARD  
OF CARE. Bilingual a plus.

Please fax your resume to 
Debbie Read 

(432)263-5304 
or come by the office.

Great Horn Carriers, Inc.
Tanker Driver Needed

REQUIRES: 
Class A CDL with Haz-Mat

2 years Tanker/ Fuel Preferred
Local Hauling, No Nights.
Good Pay with Benefits

$400.00 Sign-On Bonus.
FMI: 

(432)683-2868, (432)288-3761

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

Help Wanted
THOMAS PETROLEUM

HIRING 
Class A & B CDL Drivers 

w / X Endorsement
Top Pay, Local Deliveries, 

Benefits
10918 West 1-20 East

in Odessa 
$1000 Sign-On Bonus

Market Premium Now Available
(361)582-5196

thomaspetro.com

HIRING TRUCK dispatcher, 
will be dispatching 20 belly 
dumps and 8 low boys. Fast 
pace Job. Salary DOE. Please 
email resume to jan@pricecon-
struction or fax resume to 
432-267-1694. Apply at Price 
Construction 2701 Hwy. 350, 
Big Spring, TX 79720. EOE.

IMMEDIATE OPENING
for customer service rep. 

in Big Spring. 
Must be able to work M-F 
8am-7p Sat. 9am-2pm.

Bilingual a plus.
Computer skills required. 

Candidates must be energetic, 
organized and independent.

Pleasant personality and 
professional appearance 

are a must. 
We offer 

comprehensive benefits such 
as health insurance & 401K.

Must have at least 
one year experience
in customer service.
Apply in person at:

1001 S. Gregg

Join our professional cleaning 
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement 
opportunities. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
& uniform. Must have own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F  8-4.

LEGAL SECRETARY- resume 
required. Excellent computer 
skills. Send resumes to 608 
Scurry, Big Spring, TX 79720 
or Fax to 432-267-1043.

MAINTENANCE PERSON
needed for apartment complex. 
Must be HVAC certified and 
have their own tools. Come by 
3304 W. Hwy 80., Big Spring.

Now hiring ACCOUNTING 
CLERK. Must have one year of 
accounting or bookkeeping ex-
perience. Apply online at 
bsisd.esc18.net

NOW HIRING
Smiling Faces!

Woodforest National Bank, 
a leader in the 

Retail Banking Industry,
is looking for 

enthusiastic individuals 
with exceptional

customer service skills 
to join our team.

*Great Work Environment*
*Benefits*

*Advancement Opportunities*
Instore Retail Banker

Woodforest National Bank
201 West Marcy

Big Spring TX 79720
*Must be at least 18 years old 

with HS diploma or Equivalent* 
*1 year Customer 

Service Experience*
*Retail Sales/ 

Marketing Experience*
Apply online at:

www.Woodforest.com
Woodforest is proud to be an 

EEO/AA employer
M/F/D/V

SHOP HAND and Full-time 
CDL Driver needed. Call 
(432)267-4700.

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is accepting ap-
plications for evening dietary 
personnel. You may apply in 
person at 3200 Parkway or 
on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net

PART-TIME MAINT Tech 
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational skills and 
enjoy working outdoors. 20 
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax 
resume to (432)264-1761.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for CDL Driver, roustabout 
pushers and helpers. Must 
have   valid   drivers     license.
Apply in person at 3327 W I20 
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.

STELLAR AUTOMATION Inc. 
is  now  hiring for an office 
manager. Quickbooks, AR, AP 
experience needed. 

Send resume to 
malexander@

stellarpartners.net 

STERLING COUNTY Nursing 
Home now hiring for the follow-
ing-

Director of Nursing
LVN’s

CNA’s & Med. Aides.
Experience preferred, Please 
call Carmen Rios 
(325)378-2134 for more infor-
mation.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY 
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
19 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50 
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry 
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

FOR SALE: Lighted Christmas 
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees and 
more decorations. All sizes. 
Call for more information 
(432)935-5307 or 
(432)264-6117. Come by 1433 
Hilltop Rd.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Pets
SCOTTISH TERRIER puppies, 
1   male    brindle    ($600.00), 
2 females black ($700.00), 
Available 12/7, CKC, family 
pets not a breeder. Call 
(432)528-4217, VISA/ MC ac-
cept.

Real Estate for Rent
FOR RENT 2 bdrm/1bath, 
$625. month, $625. deposit, 
1101  East 13th, References 
required, 432-517-0038, 
Agent/Owner.

1507 STADIUM 5 bedroom, 1 
bath house w/stove & refrigera-
tor, fenced yard. Near Schools 
& College. $675 month, $500 
deposit.  For more information 
call (432)263-7156.

FOR RENT 2 bdrm/1bath, 
$625.00/month, $625.00/de-
posit, 2008 Scurry, References 
required, 432-517-0038, 
Agent/Owner.

2515 ALBROOK, 2 bed/1bath,
$675 per month, $300 deposit 
with good credit. Call 
432-599-1778.

2612 ALBROOK, 2 bedroom, 
1 bath, $675.00 per month, 
$300.00 deposit with good 
credit. Call 432-599-1778.

3 BDRM, 2  bath, game room, 
privacy fence. Very Nice, Near 
College, Quite Neighborhood. 
$675.00 month. Call 
(432)816-5279 for more infor-
mation..

BEAUTIFUL 2 bdr, 1 bath, 
washer, dryer, stove & refrig-
erator furnished. Carport, 
fenced backyard. Pets Okay. 
$650.00 rent, $625.00 deposit. 
Call 541-292-9825.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm 
Homes, 24Hr. maintenance, 
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
Washer/dryer connections, 
also 1 & 2  bdrm Apts, avail-
able,  (432)263-3461-Rosa.

CORPORATE    FURNISHED
2 bedroom, 1 bath, washer 
dryer, minimum 3 month stay, 
dishes & linens included. Call 
432-599-17788.

FOR RENT: $895.00 dep 
$895.00 rent. 3/1, 1403 Tucson 
Road. Call 806-745-9965.

LARGE 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. New 
paint & flooring. $800 month, 
$800 deposit. ALSO 2 bdrm, 2 
bath, $500 month plus deposit. 
Call  (432)263-4528, 296-0277.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

OWNER FINANCE-144 Jones-
boro. 3/1 Very large fenced 
yard, nice quite area, water 
well, out building and c/a. This 
one wont last long $40,000 Call 
325-277-4923.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
PETS WELCOMED

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403 
Carleton. Under Remodel. 
Owner will Finance. 
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT 
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or 
517-0062.

BY OWNER 1202 Buena Vista. 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car ga-
rage, shop on 1 acre of land. 
Coahoma ISD. Zoned area. 
Call 432-466-1616, 413-7400. 

BY OWNER 3902 Hamilton, 3 
bedroom, 2 bath Completely 
Remodeled. Quite neighbor-
hood. CH/A. Fireplace and 
large backyard with shed. 
$85K. No Owner Finance. Call 
432-816-6783.

BY OWNER: 1004    Baylor, 
3 bdrm, 2 bath brick, attached 
garage, separate large 6 car 
garage. New AC & heating. No 
owner finance.  (432)270-0851, 
(432)213-0741.

FOR SALE- 4 Bedroom, 2 
bath, big yard. New tile & 
plumbing. Needs work. 
$18,000.00 Cash. 209 East 4th 
St., Forsan. Call Freddy 
432-213-7754.

HOUSE FOR Sale, 3215 
Auburn, 4 bdrm/1bath, remod-
eled, $64,000.00, No  owner 
finance, Agent/Owner, 
432-517-0038.

LOCAL INVESTOR
Total Cash Transaction

Quick Closing
Call Lisa 

432-935-5409

MINERAL RIGHTS for Sale in 
Howard and Martin County. For 
more info. call (985)859-2464.

OWNER FINANCE- 1404 East 
14th. 2 Bed, 1 bath, attached 
garage. Payments under $450 
after downpymt, $28k. Call 
325-277-4923.

OWNER WILL finance- 2412 
Runnels, 3 bdr,  CH/A. New 
carpet and tile. $3000. Down, 
$450. month. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

WILL PAY cash for small 3 
Bdrm in nice neighborhood. 
No Mobiles. Must be rea-
sonably priced. Within 20 
miles of Big Spring. 
817/980-9446.

Legals

Legals

INVITATION TO BID
The  Colorado  River Municipal 
Water   District   and    Garney 
Companies are soliciting supplier 
participation including those that 
qualify   as   SWMBE’s   for   the 
following: Bid Package 3 Roads for 
a  Ward  County  Water  Supply 
Expansion Project. Bid Deadline is 
December 1, 2011 at 3:30pm. Bids 
will be received at CRMWD 400 E. 
24th Street, Big Spring, TX 
79721-0869 For more information 
contact Marcus Grace at 
(816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com Garney 
Companies, Inc.  is  an   Equal Em-
ployment/ Opportunity Employer.
#7173 November 11, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
27, 28, 29, 30 and December 1, 
2011

Notice of Estray Cows:
Howard County Sheriff Office has 
three black cows. Color black one 
Baldy, age unknown. Ownership 
not determined by 5th of December 
will b sold at public auction at Big 
Spring Livestock 500 N. Birdwell 
Lane. Please contact the Howard 
County Sheriff at 432-264-2231 for 
more information. 
#7180 November 22 & 29, 2011
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

UPHOLSTERY

22
05

52

J.R.'S 
UPHOLSTERY
Owner-Jim Renfro

Auto Seats • Headliner
Furniture • Airplanes • Church Pews

Material Samples
1709 Runnels St.

(Shop in Back)
432-270-4610

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”
With RAL Approval*

219379

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

FARRIER

22
71

59

HORSESHOEING
BLACKSMITHING
L.C. Trip 'Gibbs' RN

(432) 213-8635
Master Farrier

since 1969

SERVICE REPAIR

22
71

56

ACE APPLIANCE
Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer set-$275
Refrigerator-$185

Warranty
CALL US AT

(432) 686-2906

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

FIREWOOD

22
77

84

DURAN's Tree Service
CORDS, All split,
Mixed Firewood.

Delivered & Stacked.
$200. Also have Oak

and Mesquite
570-9617/238-6770

Also Selling Small/Big
Outdoor Burning Wood.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

22
80

96

PHILLIPS 
REAL ESTATE & 
REMODELING

For any minor repairs, 
add-ons to total 

remodels
Call Jared

432-816-5570

TREE SERVICE

227782

DURAN'S Tree
Service. Tree removal

specialist. Minor/
Major trimming, stump
removal, flower beds

cleaned, hedges
trimmed. Will travel.

432-570-9617,
432-238-6770

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

TREE TRIMMING

MONICO'S PRUNING 
TREES, SHRUBS

 AND HEDGES
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

CALL MONICO QUIROZ

(432) 213-2608
(432) 263-5461 22

81
22

LAWN SERVICE
Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,

Hauling, Cleanup, etc......
Free Estimates

Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174 229223



CL A S S I F I E D 11BIG SPRING HERALD
Tuesday, November 29, 2011

Tomorrow’s Horoscope
When the planet of

abundance and the planet
of limitations polarize,
the financial tension is
palpable. Jupiter and
Saturn are threatening to
oppose each other, but
they don't make good on
those threats. Think of
this as a test to keep you
honest with your budget.
The aspect peaks now
and will be felt until Feb.
3, 2012, never to become
exact.  

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Anyone who has
something to teach will
gravitate toward you
because you appear eager

to learn and are tenacious
enough to apply what you
learn until it works for
you.

TAURUS
(April 20-
May 20). You
know about
human
nature, and
you plan
your
approach
accordingly.
You realize
that even
the most
selfless
people won't
be compelled to move

forward until they know
what's in it for them.  

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You'll bask in the
warmth and attention of
an affectionate someone.
And though it's
wonderful to feel
acknowledged, you'll
move quickly on because
there's so much you want
to do with this day.  

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Keep your message
short and to the point.
When your
communication is punchy
and easy to remember, it
will be acted upon. People

will move in the way you
want them to go.   

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You'll use affirmations
early in the day to
improve the quality of
your thoughts on a
personal level. You'll
notice immediately that
the world responds
positively to your
attractive and amenable
personality.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). It's not about fitting
in right now. You'll note
that those around you
have different strengths,
beliefs and modes of self-
expression. And yet you
see how you can work
together. You still feel
very much a part of the
cosmic whole.   

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You sense what will
make money, get
attention or do both.
You're willing to do what
works, even if the
opinion leaders don't
quite get it. You would
rather be "hot" than "cool"
anyway. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). The day may seem
long, but the week will
seem short. So revel in
the drawn-out moments,
especially if your loved
ones are near. You will
only be this age once.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Knowing what
makes you happy is one
thing -- and quite a
useless thing, too, unless
you're also willing to act
on what you know. You
are! In fact, you won't
hesitate to follow
through.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Do not
communicate your
secrets to someone
because you feel
compelled to do so. The
feeling is likely coming
from an ego need for
attention. The need will
fade tomorrow, but secret
knowledge will linger on.   

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-

Feb. 18). A friend has
made a difference in your
life, and you'll
acknowledge the
difference in your
thoughts. If you let the
friend know in writing,
the gesture will be quite
meaningful. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). It may take a few
hours to get yourself
sorted out in the
morning. But as soon as
you get your priorities
straight, you will handle
what's important to you,
and you will handle it
well.

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY:
(Nov. 29). You'll buck
tradition. In December,
you'll make a decision
that surprises loved ones.
They will understand it
better in the new year. In
February, your job will
require you to use
imagination and artistry.
Friendships grow closer
through the spring. You'll
travel to be with family.
You'll accept a challenge
and win in July. Cancer
and Virgo people adore
you. Your lucky numbers
are: 3, 14, 2, 40 and 18.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: "What
happened was that my
husband found an extra
cord in the wall, and he
assumed that I was
cheating with the cable
guy. Don't try to make
sense of this. Next, I
came home from the
grocery store, and he
decided that I was
cheating on him. Why?
Because my hair was a
mess. Well, my hair is
always a mess. It's fine,
and the weather is
humid, and it all goes
crazy. My husband is
beside himself, looking at
me like the end is near.
What should I do? Me:
Pisces Him: Gemini."

Consider seriously the
psychological defense
mechanism known as
"projection," in which a
person denies his own
state of being and
ascribes the condition on

others. It's not because
you're a Pisces or because
he's a Gemini. But due to
your Pisces nature, you're
sensitive and want to fix
things. And his Gemini
nature may lead him to
explain away. He needs
you to lead him to the
center of the issue. Ask
him what this is really
about -- because it's not
about a cable, and it's
definitely not about your
hair. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: From
running a carpet business
to stepping out onto the
red carpets of Hollywood,
Howie Mandel has made
his deal with the
limelight, and "No Deal"
is no longer an option.
The comedian and judge
of "America's Got Talent"
is a passionate
Sagittarius with his
moon, Mercury, Mars and
Neptune in Scorpio, the
sign of the truth. Note:
The alchemist's formula
for comedy: truth plus
pain equals funny. 

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on "Write the
Author" on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2011
CREATORS.COM
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710 Scurry • Big Spring

There’s something for everyone in the 
Big Spring Herald’s Classifieds!

Grandpa sold his sailboat 
Mama found the missing piece for her china set... 

Papa bought a great used car ... 
Little Brother traded his baseball cards for a guitar...
Big Brother found an awesome set of free weights...

Cousin Bill found a great apartment ...
Big Sister found a great new job...

Aunt Sue found a dining room table...

ALL THIS IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

To place an ad in the Classifieds
Call 263-7331 

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today.

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
that gets results!

sudoku
ANSWERS

8 6 1 4 7 3 2 5 9
5 4 7 9 2 8 3 6 1
3 2 9 1 6 5 7 8 4
7 1 4 2 9 6 5 3 8
9 8 2 3 5 7 4 1 6
6 5 3 8 1 4 9 2 7
4 7 8 6 3 2 1 9 5
2 9 6 5 4 1 8 7 3
1 3 5 7 8 9 6 4 2

www.sudoku-puzzles.net



Today is Tuesday, Nov. 29, the 
333rd day of 2011. There are 32 days 
left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:
On Nov. 29, 1961, Enos the chimp 

was launched from Cape Canaveral 
aboard the Mercury-Atlas 5 space-
craft, which orbited earth twice before 
returning.

On this date:
In 1530, Cardinal Thomas Wolsey 

(WOOL'-zee), onetime adviser to 
England's King Henry VIII, died.

In 1864, a Colorado militia killed 
at least 150 peaceful Cheyenne 
Indians in the Sand Creek Massacre.

In 1910, British explorer Robert F. 
Scott's ship Terra Nova set sail from 
New Zealand, carrying Scott's expe-
dition on its ultimately futile ‚Äî as 
well as fatal ‚Äî race to reach the 
South Pole first.

In 1924, Italian composer Giacomo 
Puccini died in Brussels before he 
could complete his opera "Turandot." 
(It was finished by Franco Alfano.)

In 1929, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Richard 
E. Byrd, pilot Bernt Balchen, radio 
operator Harold June and photogra-
pher Ashley McKinney made the first 

airplane flight over the South Pole.
In 1947, the U.N. General 

Assembly passed a resolution calling 
for the partitioning of Palestine 
between Arabs and Jews.

In 1967, Secretary of Defense 
Robert S. McNamara announced he 
was leaving the Johnson administra-
tion to become president of the World 
Bank.

In 1981, actress Natalie Wood 
drowned in a boating accident off 
Santa Catalina Island, Calif., at age 
43.

In 1986, actor Cary Grant died in 
Davenport, Iowa, at age 82.

In 1991, 17 people were killed in a 
164-vehicle pileup during a dust 
storm on Interstate 5 near Coalinga, 
Calif. Actor Ralph Bellamy died in 
Santa Monica, Calif., at age 87.

Today's Birthdays: Hall-of-Fame 
sportscaster Vin Scully is 84. Former 
French President Jacques Chirac is 
79. Blues singer-musician John 
Mayall is 78. Actress Diane Ladd is 
76. Composer-musician Chuck 
Mangione is 71. Country singer Jody 
Miller is 70. Pop singer-musician 
Felix Cavaliere (The Rascals) is 69. 
Olympic skier Suzy Chaffee is 65. 
Comedian Garry Shandling is 62. 
Actor Jeff Fahey is 59. Movie direc-
tor Joel Coen is 57. Actor-comedian-
game show host Howie Mandel is 56. 
Homeland Security Director Janet 
Napolitano is 54. The mayor of 

Chicago, Rahm Emanuel, is 52. 
Actress Cathy Moriarty is 51. Actress 
Kim Delaney is 50. Actor Tom 
Sizemore is 50. Actor Andrew 
McCarthy is 49. Actor Don Cheadle 
is 47. Actor-producer Neill Barry is 
46. Musician Wallis Buchanan is 46. 
Pop singer Jonathan Knight (New 
Kids on the Block) is 43. Rock musi-
cian Martin Carr (Boo Radleys) is 43. 
Actress Jennifer Elise Cox is 42. 
Actor Larry Joe Campbell is 41. Rock 
musician Frank Delgado (Deftones) 
is 41. Actress Paola Turbay is 41. 
Actress Gena Lee Nolin is 40. Actor 
Brian Baumgartner is 39. Actress 
Anna Faris is 35. Actor Julian 
Ovenden is 35. Rapper The Game is 
32. Rock musician Ringo Garza is 30. 
Actor Lucas Black is 29.
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID
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This Date 
In History

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 KWWT .
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Newswest 9 Married Schwarz (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Babar Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Married Dr. Diana Paid TriVita Paid Little

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate 
(SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Home Im Uri Harel Arthur Popoff Paid Paid Angel Little SportsCenter 
Life Home Im Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Popoff Chugging

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Prince Light of the 
Southwest 
Round-Up 
Special

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Chris Mickey SportsCenter 
Wom Prince Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Chris Pirates

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Prince Super Steve Wilkos 
Show

Great Biker Stooges DEA Charmed Bernie Mickey SportsCenter 
Chris Payne Dinosaur Stooges Bernie Mickey

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

The People’s 
Court

Live! With 
Kelly 

La Esclava 
Isaura (SS)

Today Browns McGee Sesame 
Street

Jeremy Kyle Biker Build-
Off 

Stooges CSI: NY Supernatural Bernie Little ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Hoy (SS) Browns L. Moore (:45) Movie: 

Intoler-
able Cru-
elty, Geoffrey 
Rush 

CSI Bernie Little

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Today Payne Yohanan Sid Payne Biker Build-
Off 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Parkers Mickey SportsCenter 
Divorce Videos Jim Sid Roth WordWrld Payne Parkers Mickey

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid Casos de 
Familia

Justice Young & 
Restless

Doña Bar-
bara (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Yes, Dear House Super The 700 
Club 

Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scene

Smallville My Wife 3rd & Bird ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Yes, Dear Swallow Clifford My Wife Oso

  :PM
 12 :30

The Chew Esperanza 
Cor.

Judge B. News Mujeres Al 
Límite

Days of our 
Lives

American Upd Curious Focus 4 American 
Chopper

Movie: Meet 
Joe Black, 
Claire Forlani 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Movie: Ray, 
Regina King 

Little SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Earl Light. Taste Little

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Ni Contigo, 
Ni sin Ti

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Andrew Ga-
briel Roth

Savor Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas ANT Farm SportsCenter NFL Prime-
Time Raymond Ciao Italia ANT Farm

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Dos Hogares 
(SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Raymond Light of the 
Southwest

Wild Kratt Life American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

The Closer Random 1st & 10 Report
Raymond Martha Life Random Numbers Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Rachael Ray El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Dr. Phil Friends Electric Browns American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order Shake it Le Batard NFL Live 
Judge Friends WordGirl Browns My Wife Shake It Jim Rome

  :PM
 4 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Judge G. CBS7 María Ce-
leste

News Friends Retro Fetch! ’70s Auction Movie: A 
League of 
Their Own, 
Madonna 

Auction Law & Order Parkers Shake It SportsNation Around
Jdg Judy Judge G. CBS 7 Inside Ed. Friends B. Swann Cyber ’70s Auction Auction Parkers Shake It Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Alma Big Bang News Noticias News King Scrivner News ’Til Death Cash Cab Auction Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Shake It NFL32 SportsCenter 
ABC Notic. Big Bang CBS Noticiero News King Uri Harel Business King Cash Cab Auction Good 

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Cuando Me Two Men News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld Mark Blitz PBS News-
Hour 

Seinfeld Dirty Jobs Auction Bones Good College 
Basketball: 
Michigan at 
Virginia.

Wheel Two Men Ent Millionaire Seinfeld L. Moore Seinfeld Auction Good College 
Basketball: 
Illinois at 
Maryland.

  :PM
 7 :30

Last Man Familia-
Suerte

Glee Rudolph, 
Red-Nosed

Una Maid en The Biggest 
Loser 

Big Bang Upd Secrets of 
the Dead

90210 Auction Movie: 
Scrooged, 
John For-
sythe 

Auction Bones 2011 Soul 
Train Awards 

A.N.T. Farm 
Man Up! Big Bang Alewine Auction Auction

  :PM
 8 :30

The Middle Fuerza-Des-
tino

New Girl (:01) NCIS Flor Salvaje 
(SS)

Big Bang Light of the 
Southwest

Frontline  
(DVS)

Ringer Auction Auction Movie: Scott 
Turow’s In-
nocent 

Shake It College 
Basketball: 
Miami at 
Purdue.

Raising Big Bang Auction Auction Phineas College 
Basketball: 
Duke at Ohio 
State.

  :PM
 9 :30

Body of 
Proof 

Aquí y Ahora 
(SS)

Simpsons Fashion 
Show

La Casa de 
al Lado

Parenthood Big Bang H. Hoover: 
Landslide

Cops Auction Movie: 
Scrooged, 
John For-
sythe 

Auction Re.- Lines Good 
How I Met Big Bang ’Til Death Auction Flip Men Re.- Lines Good 

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan Chevalme Charlie Rose King Auction Flip Men Rizzoli & 
Isles 

Re.- Lines Shake It SportsCtr
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman Sin Senos no Jay Leno Dr. South Pk Auction Flip Men Re.- Lines Good NFL Live SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Hasta que el 
Dinero

Law Order: 
CI

Offi ce Ministerios 
Vida

World South Pk Auction Movie: Nutty 
Professor II: 
The Klumps 

Auction Movie: Scott 
Turow’s In-
nocent 

Wendy Wil-
liams

Wizards
Late Una Maid en Late Night Offi ce T. Smiley Roseanne Auction Auction Wizards SportsNation 

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Destilando 
Amor

Raymond Conan Upd (Off Air) Roseanne Auction Auction Black Girls 
Rock! 

Good SportsCenter 
Paid Fam. Guy Insider Pagado News Alewine Focus 4 Auction Flip Men Good NFL Live 

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid La Jaula American Ent Pagado (:06) Today Seinfeld Light of the 
Southwest

Homecoming Dirty Jobs Auction Falling Skies Random SportsCenter 
Paid Par Ases TMZ Paid Pelicula: El 

Ofi cio Más 
Antiguo del 
Mundo

Seinfeld Movie: Jay 
and Silent 
Bob Strike 
Back

Auction ANT Farm Football

  :AM
 2 :30

(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos de 
Familia

King/Hill (:07) Up to 
the Minute

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: The 
Last Boy 
Scout, Chel-
sea Field

Study Popoff Auction Law & Order The 
Mo’Nique 

Deck College Foot-
ball: Teams 
TBA.

SportsCenter 
Paid Born Paid Auction Deck

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: The 
Suburbans, 
Antonio 
Fargas

Carson In Touch Z. Levitt Paid Paid Law & Order Paid Phineas SportsCenter 
Cámara Early Tdy Fitness Paid Stooges Paid Paid Phineas

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married Andrew Ga-
briel Roth

Your Health Paid Stooges Paid Law & Order Paid Phineas SportsNation SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Paid Stooges Paid Popoff Phineas
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Puzzle answers, games, opinion polls
and much more at:

www.kidscoop.com

Thrifty and Fritter are planning a holiday
bash for family and friends. They have

budgeted $500 for the party!

They will need food, decorations and gifts.
These are called goods.

They also need entertainment and perhaps
folks to help set up and clean up. These

are called services.

Look through today’s newspaper and
help Thrifty and Fritter find what they
need. Stay within their $500 budget!

THRIFTY
SPARKLY
SMART
BUDGET
HOLIDAY
SAVE
PARTY
COMIC
SALE
MONEY
SPEND
GIFTS
COUNT
TIME
PLAN
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Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.

Find five new items for sale in the newspaper.
Chart the items and their prices. Can you find
similar used items for sale? What is the
difference in price? What are the advantages
and disadvantages of buying new versus used?

Who bought what?

How much money does Thriftyhave left over each month?

Look at the things Jodi would like to buy for her
  family. She has $50 budgeted for her holiday
   shopping. Make a list of the things she could
           buy on her budget.

GOODS: SERVICES:

How many silly things can you find at
Thrifty and Fritter’s holiday party?

                                               An ice cream cone costs $1.50.
A comic book is $1.65. A deck of cards is $1.10. Count each
person’s money to see what they bought.

Deb Vanessa Theresa

THINK ABOUT IT: Whatcould Thrifty do to have savemore money each month?

Travel around Planet Orange to learn all
about the value of saving and setting a

savings goal for the future Go to:
www.kidscoop.com/kids

This week’s word:
BUDGET

Try to use the word
budget in a sentence
today when talking
with your friends

and family members.

The noun budget
means a plan for how
much money will be

spent and earned during
a certain time period.

Lisa stuck carefully to
her budget and saved
enough money for a

new bike.

Not all gifts have to
cost money. Make a
list of gifts you could
offer family members

that wouldn’t cost
you money.

… not spending
more than you can

afford on gifts.

Find four items in the newspaper
that cost less than $5.00.
Complete the charts below to
show the cash you would use to
pay for each item.

Item:

Price:

To pay for it, I would use:

# of dollar bills:
# of pennies:
# of nickels:
# of dimes:
# of quarters:

Item:

Price:

To pay for it, I would use:

# of dollar bills:
# of pennies:
# of nickels:
# of dimes:
# of quarters:

Item:

Price:

To pay for it, I would use:

# of dollar bills:
# of pennies:
# of nickels:
# of dimes:
# of quarters:

Item:

Price:

To pay for it, I would use:

# of dollar bills:
# of pennies:
# of nickels:
# of dimes:
# of quarters:

Thank You NIE School Sponsor Thank You NIE Classroom Sponsors
A-Bob's Bail Bonds

Burrito Express I & II

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Company Of America
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ALL NEW EXPANDED

TV Guide/Shopper
COMING SOON!! 230587

Someone You Can
Count On!

• General Practice
• Family
• Custody
• Civil

• Criminal
• Divorce Law
• DWI’s
• Real Estate Law

BRIEF HISTORY OF C.E. MIKE THOMAS
• Over 25 years overall experience   • Certified Public Accountant
• Served as Howard County Attorney, Big Spring City Attorney
• Member of Howard County Bar Assoc., State Bar Assoc.,
   American Bar Assoc.

22
68

31

C.E. Mike Thomas
Attorney at Law

c.e.mikethomas@gmail.com

432-263-4142
501 Gregg St.

Big Spring, Tx.

MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

ATLANTA — A rising 
number of parents in 
more than half of states 
are opting out of school 
shots for their kids. And 
in eight states, more 
than 1 in 20 public 
school kindergartners 
do not get all the vac-
cines required for atten-
dance, an Associated 
Press analysis found.

That has health offi-
cials worried about pos-
sible new outbreaks of 
diseases that were all 
but stamped out.

The AP analysis found 
more than half of states 
have seen at least a 
slight rise in the rate of 
exemptions over the 
past five years. States 
with the highest exemp-
tion rates are in the 
West and Upper 
Midwest.

It’s “really gotten 
much worse,” said Mary 
Selecky, secretary of 
health for Washington 
state, where 6 percent of 
public school parents 
have opted out.

Rules for exemptions 
vary by state and can 
include medical, reli-
gious or — in some 
states — philosophical 
reasons.

Parents’ reasons for 
skipping the shots vary. 
Some doubt that vac-
cines are essential. 
Others fear that vac-
cines carry their own 
risks. And some find it 
easier to check a box 
opting out than to get 
the shots and required 
paperwork.

Still others are ambiv-
alent, believing in older 
vaccines but question-
ing newer shots against, 
say, chickenpox.

The number of shots 
is also giving some par-
ents pause. By the time 
most children are 6, 
they will have been 
stuck with a needle 
about two dozen times 
— with many of those 
shots given in infancy. 
The cumulative effect of 
all those shots has not 
been studied enough, 
some parents say.

“Many of the vaccines 
are unnecessary, and 
public health officials 
don’t honestly know” 
the effects of giving so 
many vaccines to such 
small children, said 
Jennifer Margulis, a 
mother of four and par-
enting book author in 
Ashland, Ore., a small 
liberal community that 
has unusually high vac-
cination exemption 
rates.

But few serious prob-
lems have turned up 

over years of vaccina-
tions, and several stud-
ies have shown no link 
between vaccines and 
autism, a theory from 
the 1990s that has been 
widely discredited.

To be sure, childhood 
vaccination rates 
remain high overall, at 
90 percent or better for 
several vaccines, includ-
ing those for polio, mea-
sles, hepatitis B and 
chickenpox. In many 
states, exemptions are 
filed for fewer than 1 
percent of children 
entering school for the 
first time.

Health officials have 
not identified an exemp-
tion threshold that 
would likely lead to out-
breaks. But they worry 
when some states have 
exemption rates climb-
ing beyond 5 percent. 
The average state 
exemption rate has been 
estimated at less than 
half that.

Even more troubling 
are pockets in some 
states where exemption 
rates are much higher. 
In some rural counties 
in  northeast 
Washington, for exam-
ple, vaccination exemp-
tion rates in recent 
years have been above 
20 percent and even as 
high as 50 percent.

“Vaccine refusers 
tend to cluster,” said 
Saad Omer, an Emory 
University epidemiolo-
gist who has done exten-
sive research on the 
issue.

Parents who let their 
kids skip some vaccines 
put others at risk, health 
officials say. Because 
no vaccine is complete-
ly effective, if an out-
break begins in an 
unvaccinated group of 
children, a vaccinated 
child may still be at 
some risk of getting 
sick.

Studies have found 
that measles has sud-
denly re-emerged in 
some communities with 
higher exemption rates. 
Vaccinated kids are 
sometimes among the 
cases, or children too 
young to be vaccinated.

And measles isn’t the 
only risk. Last year, 
California had more 

than 2,100 whooping 
cough cases, and 10 
infants died. Only one 
had received a first dose 
of vaccine.

“Your child’s risk of 
getting disease depends 
on what your neighbors 
do,” Omer said.

While it seems unlike-
ly that diseases like 
polio and diphtheria 
could make a comeback 
in the U.S., immuniza-
tion expert Dr. Lance 
Rodewald says it’s not 
impossible.

“Polio can come back. 
China was polio-free for 
two decades, and just 
this year, they were 
infected from Pakistan. 
And there is a big out-
break of polio in China 
now. The same could 
happen here,” Rodewald, 
of the federal Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, said in an 
email.

He cited outbreaks of 
Hib, a disease that can 
lead to meningitis, 
among the Amish who 
don’t consistently vac-
cinate their children. 
Russia had a huge diph-
theria outbreak in the 
early to mid-1990s, he 
said, because vaccine 
coverage declined.

For its review, the AP 
asked state health 
departments for kinder-
garten exemption rates 
for 2006-07 and 2010-11. 
The AP also looked at 
data states had previ-
ously reported to the 
federal government. 
(Most states do not have 
data for the current 
2011-12 school year.)

Alaska had the high-
est exemption rate in 
2010-11, at nearly 9 per-
cent. Colorado’s rate 
was 7 percent, Minnesota 
6.5 percent, Vermont 
and Washington 6 per-
cent, and Oregon, 
Michigan and Illinois 
were close behind.

Mississippi was low-
est, at essentially 0 per-
cent.

The AP found 10 states 
had exemption rate 
increases over the five 
years of about 1.5 per-
centage points or more, 
a range health officials 
say is troubling.

Those states, too, were 
in the West and Midwest 

— Alaska, Kansas, 
Hawaii, Illinois, 
Michigan, Montana, 
Oregon, Vermont, 
Washington and 
Wisconsin. Arizona saw 
an increase that put that 
state in the same ball-
park.

Exemption seekers 
are often middle-class, 
college-educated white 
people, but there are 
often a mix of views and 
philosophies.

Exemption hot spots 
like Sedona, Ariz., and 
rural northeast 
Washington have con-
centrations of parents 
who prefer alternative 
medicine, as well as lib-
ertarians who fear giv-
ing government too 
much authority.

Oposition to vaccines 
“is putting people 
together that normally 
would not be together,” 
observed Elizabeth 
Jacobs, a University of 
Arizona epidemiologist 
looking at that state’s 
rising exemption rates.

A national survey of 
roughly 750 parents, 
published last month in 
the journal Pediatrics, 
found that more than 1 
in 10 parents said they 
refused or delayed shots 
mainly because of safe-
ty concerns.

Many exemption-seek-
ing parents conclude 
that the dangers posed 
by vaccine-preventable 
diseases are less impor-
tant than the possible 
harm from vaccines.

“We are being told 
this by every govern-
ment official, teacher, 
doctor that we need vac-
cines to keep us safe 
from these diseases. I 
simply don’t believe 
that to be true. I believe 
all the diseases in ques-
tion were up to 90 per-
cent in decline before 
mass vaccines ever 
were given,” said 
Sabrina Paulick of 
Ashland. She’s a part-
time caregiver for elder-
ly people and mother of 
a 4-year-old daughter.

“I don’t think vac-
cines are what saved 
the world from disease,” 
she added. “I think 
effective sewer systems, 
nutrition and hand-

washing” are the rea-
sons.

Parents say they 
would like to reserve 
the right to decide what 
vaccinations their chil-
dren should get and 
when. Health officials 
reply that vaccinations 
are recommended at an 
early age to protect chil-
dren before they encoun-
ter a dangerous infec-
tion. “If you delay, 
you’re putting a child at 
risk,” said Gerri Yett, a 
nurse who manages 
Alaska’s immunization 
program.

Analyzing vaccina-
tion exemptions is diffi-
cult. States collect data 
differently. Some base 
their exemption rates 
on just a small sample 
of schools — Alaska, for 
example — while others 
rely on more compre-
hensive numbers. So 
the AP worked with 
researchers at the CDC, 
which statistically 
adjusted some states’ 
2010-11 data for a better 
comparison.

It’s also not clear when 
an exemption was 
invoked against all vac-
cines and when it was 
used to excuse just one 
or two shots. CDC offi-
cials think the second 
scenario is more com-
mon.

Also, states differ on 

some of the vaccines 
required and what’s 
needed to get an exemp-
tion: Sometimes only a 
box on a form needs to 
be checked, while some 
states want letters or 
even signed statements 
from doctors.

Meanwhile, some par-
ent groups and others 
have pushed legislators 
to make exemptions 
easier or do away with 
vaccination require-
ments altogether. The 
number of states allow-
ing philosophical 
exemptions grew from 
15 to 20 in the last 
decade.

Some in public health 
are exasperated by the 
trend.

“Every time we give 
them evidence (that vac-
cines are safe), they 
come back with a new 
hypothesis” for why 
vaccines could be dan-
gerous, said Kacey 
Ernst,  another 
University of Arizona 
researcher.

The exemption 
increases have come 
during a time when the 
government has been 
raising its estimates of 
how many children 
have autism and related 
disorders. Some parents 
believe the roster of rec-
ommended shots must 
be connected.

More kids skip school shots in 8 states


	11292011 page 1
	11292011 page 2
	11292011 page 3
	11292011 page 4
	11292011 page 5
	11292011 page 6
	11292011 page 7
	11292011 page 8
	11292011 page 9
	11292011 page 10
	11292011 page 11
	11292011 page 12
	11292011 page 13
	11292011 page 14

