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- Concrete facelift
Francis McDonald liked the look of

brick, but not the cost, so he ¢

reat-

ed a brick look by engraving it
right into the old concrete./8B

Harry Caray dies

Harry Caray, who took millions
out to the ballgame in a broad-
casting career that spanned 60
years, died Wednesday. He was
believed to be 77./1C
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Bomber out of Dyess in Abilene explodes in rural section of Kentucky

B Four crew members parachuted to safety;
the bomber was not being dispatched to the
Persian Gulf and was not carrying

munitions.
Associated Press __

MARION, Ky. — An Air Force B-1B bomber, flying
unmanned after its crew ejected safely minutes earli-
er, plowed into a muddy cow pasture and exploded
Wednesday in rural western Kentucky.

The plane barely missed a farmhouse, crashing just
four miles from this farming community of 3,300 peo-
ple. No one was hurt on the ground.

The unmanned, unarmed bomber flew roughly 12
miles after its crew bailed out.

Two crew members walking along the road were

board members on Tuesday will decide whether to

idland Independent
School District
board members

next week will decide who
will control the bus system
that transports thousands of
students each day.

Their decision on Tuesday
on whether to privatize
transportation will not be
reached without criticism.
Some opponents have said if
MISD chooses one of the
three vendors, then current transportation employ
and children will be adversely affected.

Others inside and outside of MISD support priva
tion as a way to boost efficiency and save taxpaye

and 157 buses.

Wilson Heidelberg, MISD's executive director for ™

auxiliary services, said on Wednesday that the dis

has not made up its mind on the issue. It has sealed

bids from vendors Laidlaw Transit Inc., Durham
Transportation and Southwest Student Transporta

Storv by Richard Enos

Opponents of
privatizing bus system
fear for student safety,

employee security

r
money. MISD transportation has a $3.78 million budget

picked by a passerby in a car, while another was found
walking in a field nearby. The fourth’s parachute caught
in a tree and he suffered head and neck injuries.

Randy Rushing, a volunteer firefighter responding to
the crash call, said he picked up the co-pilot after he
found him in the field.

““He mainly said that something went haywire,”
Rushing said.

Rushing said the co-pilot, identified as Capt. Jeffrey
Sabella, told him the crew was aborting the mission to
fly back to their base when there was smoke and they
lost control. The co-pilot told Rushing: ““We bailed.”

The Air Force said the instructor pilot and instruc-
tor weapons officer were both in good condition in a mil-
itary hospital at Fort Campbell, Ky. The co-pilot and
another weapons system officer were reported stable
at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville,

Tenn. .

The B-1B bomber was flying out of Dyess Air Force
Base near Abilene, Texas, when it went down near Mat-
toon, a rural area five miles northeast of Marion near
the Ohio River, said First Lt. Eric Elliott of Langley Air
Force Base in Virginia

The bomber was not being dispatched to the Persian
Gug and was not carrying munitions, Air Force officials
said.

Military police from Fort Campbell, Ky., were
securing the scene. There was no immediate word as
to a cause. State police said the plane went down around
1:15 p.m.

The Air Force 1identified the crew as Lt. Col. Daniel
Charchian, the instructor pilot; Sabella, the co-pilot;
Capt. Kevin Schields, the instructor weapons officer:

Please see CRASH/4A

President’s team
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Students walk to buses Wednesday afternoon at DeZavala Elementary School. Midland Independent Scheool District

privatize the district’'s bus system.

Tuesday

will be key issues

bids.

ees

t1za-

irict

board meeting in opposition to privatization
tion

Photo by Curt Wilcott

that won't be opened until

The executive director
said the district will listen
to the critics at the board
meeting. He said safety,
retention of current
employees and local control

addressed in the company’s

“Staying like we are 1s
still on the table. We ve
tried to foresee all of the concerns,” he said. “We're
having an extended conference with all the vendors. We
haven’'t decided to privatize, and we're trying to make
a business decision. Unless you seek a business propos-
al and have a complete process you can’t really tell.”

Shirley Howard, an MISD bus driver and vice presi-
dent of Midland Educators Association, 1s not con-
vinced that the vendors can do a safe and quality job
Ms. Howard is among those who plan to speak at the

Please see MISD/4A

struggles to make
case against Iraq
In ‘town meeting’

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Struggling
to be heard over angry critics, President
Clinton’s foreign policy team defended
the administration s threat to bomb Iraq
into compliance with U.N. weapons
edicts. ""There are some things worth
fighting for, " National Security Adviser
Sandy Berger said.

Sent to the Midwest to press Clinton's
case for an attack, Berger, Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright and Defense
Secretary William Cohen ran into per-
sistent jeers Wednesday at a town meet-
ing on the campus of Ohio State Univer-
Sity.

They asserted their preference for
diplomacy to pry open Iraq's suspect
arms sites and to hold Saddam Hussein
to the promises he made at the conclu-
sion of the 1991 Gulf War to expose all his
prohibited weapons and allow the Unit-
ed Nations to
destroy them

“It must be a I Related
true. not a phﬂn}.': 8t0l'|ﬁ$f4A, 1B

solution,
Albright said. And
she and the other officials offered assur-
ances there would not be “‘significant
losses’’ among the 30,000 American
troops in the Persian Gulf in the event of
an attack.

Many in the half-filled sports arena
appeared unswayed by the comments

Dozens shouted out: “"'One, two, three
four, we don’'t want your racist war.
Others held up antiwar banners and fre-
quently interrupted the speakers

Albright insisted Saddam ‘‘doesn't
care a fig about his own people, " but one
protester, Rick Theis, said near the end
of the 90-minute forum televised on
CNN: ""We the people of Columbus and
central Ohio don’t want to send a mes-
sage with the blood of Iraqi women and
children.”

But many others in the crowd applaud-
ed the administration officials.

When Albright was taunted by one
questioner about how she could sleep at
night, she responded, ““What we are
doing is so all of you can sleep at night.”

She continued, *"We are the greatest
country in the world and what we are
doing i1s serving the role of the indis-
pensable nation to see what we candoto
make the world safer for our children
and grandchildren and for those people
around the world who follow the rules.”

The audience cheered

“We need your support.  Albright
implored toward the end of the “town
meeting’’' arranged by CNN with the

Please see MEETING/4A

Officials estimate city’s population will reach 100,000 by year 2000

Bz Ga:z Shanks
Staff Writer

It's going to be close, but the population of the city of
Midland likely will be 100,000 by the year 2000, accord-
ing to estimates from the city’s Department of Engi-
neering and Development.

City staff have estimated Midland’'s current popula-
tion at 98,045, using the U.S. Census Bureau’s 1996 fig-
ure of 97,162 as a base, according to Marcus Johnston,
director of the Department of Engineering and Devel-
opment.

Total dwelling units, including houses, apartments,
etc., are estimated at 40,202, up from the July 1996 esti-
mated figure of 39,892

City staff used building permit data during this 18-
month period to generate the new figures, Johnston said.

constructed and 65 were demolished. In addition, there
are now 22 more mobile homes in the city.

Of the total dwelling units, the estimated occupancy
is 35,584, leaving a 9 percent vacancy rate, according
to Johnston.

Figures collected by the Midland Chamber of Com-
merce show the average family income in Midland as

$46,582, compared to $31,739 for Odessa.

The local unemployment rate was calculated at 3.8
percent in August 1997, according to Chamber of Com-
merce reports.

The average household size has not been revisited
since the 1990 census figures of 2.68 people per housing
unit.

During the 18-month period between July 1996 and
December 1997, the population growth is only estimat-

During this time period, 3 new housing units were ed at 1 percent, making the annual rate about 0.75 of 1

¥

percent. “That’s not a whole lot of growth,” Johnston
said.

Still, indicators are that the city is growing. “We may
break the 100,000 mark for the year 2000 — it's going 1o
be close,” Johnston said.

In addition to the housing information, there has been
an increase in other population and economic stabili
ty indicators in the past year, he said.

City utility connections have increased 1.3 percent
over figures of one year ago. The Midland Independent
School District reports increases in school enroliment
and there were 916 more births than deaths in Midland
County over the past year, he said.

There were a minimum of 960 new households in the
city during 1997 and city officials believe these indica-
tdrs show stability and growth in the city’s population. ,
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‘Bosnian

DRVAR, Bosnia-Herzegovina (AP) — The Amer-

ican four-star general out of hi§ armored per-
sonnel carrier and strolled up to an astonished Bosn-
'ian Croat busy with yard work: Who burned the house
.next door, the one owned by the Bosnian Serb?

" A shrug. A search fer words.

. "‘l1don’t know anything about it,”” the nervous Croat,
a refugee from central Bosnia, said. “‘“There are
‘always some extremists around.”

. Gen. Wesley Clark, the supreme allied comman-
‘der in Europe and overall chief of the 34 000-mémber

town symbolic of thomy probl

other areas, mostly central-Bosnia.

“Would it bother you if a Serb family moved in
there?”’ Clark asked the Croat man, gesturing
toward the neighboring house, its caved-in roof
burned and its scorched window frames making sad
eyves in once-white walls.

““No,"” he replied slowly. -

“But not a Muslim, ' his wife shouted from the win-
dow, bringing up another twist in the complex reli-
gious and ethnic divides here. ‘‘The very same thing
that happened to that house happened to us with the
— s (NARMS.

NATO-led operation In _
Bosnia, persisted: “Who do
you think did it?”

Another shrug.

*——_

you conduct such an investi-
gation if it was a Croat house
that burned?

““This is not an investiga-
tion, 1it's just a discussion,
said the smiling gray-haired
general, soft-cap pulled
down over his eyes. "'l just want to meet the people.”

Drvar, a town of 17,000 before the war and home
to 8,000 today, is symbolic of what 1s perhaps the
thorniest problem facing NATO leaders preparing to
extend their military mission: how to bring the
refugees home, especially during an arson wave
aimed at intimidating them.

The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees has
declared 1998 the year of the refugee in Bosnia. The
commissioner, Sadako Ogata, says she hopes 225,000
displaced people can return to their homes by year's
end. The refugee issue, she says, must be a top pri-
ority of military planners.

On Wednesday, a day after the general's visit, U N.
officials arrived in this western Bosnian town to inves-
tigate an arson wave involving Bosnian Serb hous-
es, a campaign clearly intended to frighten Serbs into
staying away from their pre-war homes.

More than a dozen houses have been torched in the
past two weeks, said Alexander Ivanko, a spokesman
for U.N. police monitors

Before the war, this town embedded in a beautiful
mountain valley was 97 percent Serb. Now, though
a Serb mayor was elected recently thanks to absen-
tee voting, the town is run by a Croat municipal coun-
cil. The Croatian flag flies over the town hall.

Bosnian Croat soldiers seized the town at the end
of the war in 1995 About 2,500 of them remain
ensconced in an apartment complex, an intimidating
presence.

Six hundred Serbs returned to Drvar last vear,
according to the commander of the Canadian forces
based in this area. But 900 Croats also came 1n from

Drvar iIs symbolic of a problem
An angry woman shouted facing NATO leaders preparing
from the window: "Would 4 axtend their mllltary mission:
how to bring the refugees home,!
especially during an arson wave

aimed at intimidating them.

“You're going to have to
work through it because
there is no other way,’’ the
general advised her calmly.
“There is no other future for
this country.”

Pointing to a friend next
to her, the woman replied:
“"He and his Muslim neigh-
bor were shooting at each,
other. What are we sup-
posed to do?

What has to happen, the United Nations and
NATO agree, 1s that the Croats here must return to
their original homes, and Serbs driven from Drvar
must come back. How to simultaneously do this is the
question. Meanwhile, they want the pressure and
intimidation to cease.

The convoy of eight-wheeled Bison armored per-
sonnel carriers stopped again, this time for an
impromptu visit to the town hall where Mayor Mile
Marceta has a tenuous hold on local atfairs.

I have not had much of an influence,’’ the may-
or admitted. ‘I am not going to continue to do this
job if I don’'t have influence.”

What can be done to return Drvar to a more nor-
mal state? Clark asked.

“We have to get rid of the soldiers,”” the mayor
replied. “‘There 1s no need for them.”

Asked about the Croatian flag flying over the door
to the town hall, them mayvor said: “‘I'm flving that
flag because I don’t want to inflame the situation.”

Ivan Juredic, the town's grim-faced Croat police
chief, looked on. Clark wanted to know if he took his
orders from the mavor

“No."" he said, refusing to meet the general's gaze.

The police are supposed to be helping the people,
how can he help the people if he doesn’t take instruc-
tions from the mayor?’

1 am a professional policeman and I am just try-
Ing to do my jJob, " said Juredic, glaring at the table.

Burning houses i1s a crime, the general prods.

“We have increased our patrols,  the police chief
SAaVs

Said the general: ""I'll be back.”

Sinn Fein last party standing at stalemated talks

DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — The
TRA’'s political ally clung to its
place in Northern Ireland peace
negotiations Wednesday. resist-
ing attempts all week by the
British and Irish governments to
expel it for recent killings blamed
on the Insh Republican Army

The other six participating par-
ties gave up and went home after
three days of talks 1n Dublin Cas-
tle — without a single word ol real
negotiations being uttered

Sinn Fein blocked a joint gov-
ernment verdict on its expulsion by
pursuing its own injunction from
the Irish High Court

The court action prevented
negotiators from discussing the
intended topic of new governmen-
tal structures between the British-
ruled north and independent Irish
Republic, a key part of any peace
settlement

“I'd just like to express the
sense of disappointment I m sure
we all feel that the last three days
spent in Dublin have been over-
whelmed by discussions on the
position of Sinn Fein within the
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talks,”” said Mo Mowlam. Britain s
minister responsible for governing
Northern Ireland

Mowlam, who on Monday
accused Sinn Fein of violating the
principles of nonviolence that gov-
ern the talks. said that had been
“‘necessary 1n order to preserve
the integrity of the process.

She refused to answer questions,
noting thatSinn Fein's continuing
legal action made it “"potentially
unwise to answer anything off the
cuff.”

In Dublin’'s central courthouse.
Sinn Fein's lawyer, Adrian Hardi-
man. argued that the governments
were denying the party its right to
a fair hearing by providing no
proof that the IRA killed two men
last week 1n Belfast or that, even
if that were true, Sinn Fein could
be held responsible for those
actions.

After two hours, Judge Freder-
iIck Morns adjourned the hearing
until Thursday.

"l can’'t see the governments
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acting until this case i1s settled, but
the British should never have
brought the i1ndictment against
Sinn Fein in the first place,”” said
Sinn Fein's chairman, Mitchel
McLaughlin.

Sinn Fein named the talks chair-
man. former Sen George Mitchell.
his Canadian and Finnish
deputies, and Mowlam as co-
defendants. Their legal teams got
no opportunity to present argu-
ments Wednesday.

Both British and Irish officials
said they remained confident Mor-
ris would rule Thursday that the
negotiations are a self-governing,
international political process over
which courts have no power to
adjudicate

But they said they didn't want to
prejudice the court action by
expelling Sinn Fein in advance.

The talks, which began in June
1996, resume Monday in Belfast,
where an Irish Republic’s court
decision would carry little legal

welght.
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BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — The

. United Nations chief won the Secu-
‘rity Council’s blessing Wednes-

day to visit the Iraqi capital in a

. last-ditch diplomatic effort to
~avert a U.S. attack, and the world
Ibod{ prepared to evacuate its
worke

failed.

rs from Baghdad in case he

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said in New York he was
leaving with a “‘reasonable chance
of success’’ and would meet with

| Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

ashington, meanwhile,
seemed to inch closer toward
airstrikes, sending its foreign pol-
icg team to America’s heartland to
lo IR; for military action and say-

ing there was little hope for a diplo-

.matic solution.

The United States and Britain
are threatening to attack Iraq to
force it to give complete access to
U.N. inspectors monitoring the
elimination of Iraq’'s weapons of
mass destruction. Saddam’s gov-
ernment has blocked inspectors
from eight presidential com-

unds, calling them symbols of

raqi sovereignty.

The U.N. humanitarian office in
Baghdad, which was designed to
ease the impact of sanctions
imposed after Iraqg’s 1990 invasion

of Kuwait, is reducing staff as a
precaution against attack. It will

send 29 employees to Jordan on
}?hurnday and two to northern
raq. - -

“We can take some reasonable
precautions without damaging the
program too much,” Denis ’
day, the U.N. humanitarian coor-
dinator for Iraq, told Associated
Press Television. ‘‘ldeally all
these people will come back with-
in a week if we get a break-
through.”

The United Nations has
expressed fear that an American
attack may disrupt humanitarian
supplies reaching the country
under a program that allows
Baghdad to sell $2 billion in oil
every six months for food, medi-
cine and other humanitarian
goods.

The decision came as a three-
person team of U.N. experts
mapped the last of eight Iraqi
presidential compounds. Mapping
the compounds will allow U.N.
officials to identify buildings to be
examined by the arms inspectors.

Also Wednesday, Iraq gave
reporters a rare glimpse inside a
weapons factory on a three-stop
government tour meant to show it
1s complying with U.N. rules on

=

weapons manufacturing. The
carefully monitored tour did not
include visits to the presidential
compounds.

" The other sites — an animal vac-
cine lab and a biological research
lab — were what U _N. officials call
““dual use’’ facilities, which the
United Nations says could be used
to make chemical or biological
agents.

Annan was to leave New York on
Thursday for Paris, and arrive in
Baghdad on Friday.

“It is a difficult mission coming
at a very critical juncture,’’ he told
reporters after meeting the Secu-
rity Council. “‘I wouldn’t be leav-
ing if I had a deal. I would have
saved the organization some mon-
ey.

The word from Washington was
more pessimistic.

White House spokesman Mike
McCurry said the United States
was ‘‘not going to willingly accept
whatever results from this mis-
sion. We want to be able to look at
it and make sure that it fulfills”
U.S. demands.

“There’s been no indication
from the government of Iraq that
would lead anyone to be opti-
mistic. There’s only been obstina-

_ — WORLD —
U.N. reduces staff In Iraq in anticipation of possible attack

Also W

Zealand commando
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warship.
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neighboring Iran.
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George Robertson told BBC Radio
that Britain and the United States
would not be deterred if Saddam
tried to use his own people as
““human shields’’ to protect sensi-
tive sites.

Papua New Guinea recovering after worst drought in a century

KAMULAI, Papua New
Guinea (AP) — Daniel Odel
points to a withered pan-
danus palm and tells how he
and others in his village lived
for months on its bitter nuts
and the leaves from other
bushes.

Then he smiles, baring
teeth and lips stained red by
the betel nut chewed like
tobacco by many Papua New
Guineans: “‘We are eating
now. We were hungry for a §
long time.” f

The harshest days of
Papua New Guinea's more
than yearlong drought, the
worst 1n a century, appear to

L
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be over. AP Photo

Rain is falling again along Men and boys from Kamulai village in the
the country’'s jagged moun- Central Province of Papua New Guinea
tainous spine, the Owen Stan- watch as food are uniocaded from
ley Range, refilling rivers, an Australian army helicopter, W

softening hard farmland and
bringing the jungle back to
life.

The state of emergency
that existed to cope with the
threat of mass starvation 1s
easing. Now the country, the east-
ern half of the Pacific 1sland of
New Guinea north of Australia. 18
coming to terms with huge health
and economic problems resulting
from the drought

At its height in late 1997, one-
quarter of the country’'s 4 million
people were believed at risk of
starvation. Thousands were rely-
ing on emergency food aid and
hundreds of thousands more were
living on ‘“‘famine foods
scrounged from the jungle

An international relief effort 1s
continuing; a joint Australia-
Papua New Guinea military oper-
ation is flying food donated by for-
mer colonial power Australia, the
United States, France, Germany
and elsewhere to 52.000 people
who might die without it

Private agencies, such as the
international Red Cross, are help-
ing hundreds of thousands more in
marginally less urgent danger

“We are here to avert a major
disaster,’” said Annmarree O Ke-
effe, the Australian head of the
government's relief program

They appear to have succeeded

With the rain, air force sorties
that have carried food soon will
carry seed for the vegetable gar-
dens on which up to 80 percent of
the population depend. Replanting
has begun, but staples like kaukau
— sweet potato — will not be
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ednesday.
The harghest days of Papua New Guinea's
more than year-long drought, the worst in
a century, appear to be over. The state of
emergency that existed to cope with the
threat of mass starvation is easing.

ready for four months to a year.

Malaria, dysentery and typhoid
are more prevalent than usual
because of the drought, aid work-
ers say.

The news magazine Pacific
Islands Monthly reported in its
February edition that at least 500
people have died, mostly from
disease. The extent 1s, however,
still being assessed, and army
medical teams are flying in to
remote areas

In Onange, in Central Province,
6-year-old Suzanne Heg lies In a
tin-shed medical center, weak-
ened by anemia brought on by a
lack of iron or flea bites, local

.

nurse Sabina Palesar said.

Suzanne’s father, Alfonse, car-
ried her for two days through the
mountains to get treatment. He
saild she became sick because
there was not enough to eat.

“We lived on just some green
leaves until the (emergency food)
supplies came,’” Alfonse Heg said.

Palesar said 40 deaths were
reported in the region in December
and January. There were more in
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MONTHS
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begin hikng at the $20 per month rental rate No instalianon
A charge Some restnchons apply Offer expires in 30 days

Please Call

Water Systems 563-90 11 .

PRIGE BREAR!

smaller hamlets that dot the coun-
tryside, but she said they were not
reported because villagers were
too weak to bring in the bodies.
In Yapsiei, on the other side of
the mountains, some children

have swollen bellies and scaly,
flaking skin. Efforts to map the
state of people’s health in rural
provinces are being hampered by
rough terrain and the migration of
people looking for food.
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WEATHER

Midland forecast |

3-day forecast

Today
Partly cloudy Partly cloudy Cloudy
High 60 High 63 High 67
Low 32 Low 29 Low 39

Today's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a a high near 60.
Winds will be from the north to northwest at 5 to 15 mph, according to

the National Weather Service.

Friday

Saturday

Tonight's forecast calls for fair skies and a low between 30 and 35.

Friday’'s forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a high between

60 and 65.

After an overnight low of 37, Wednesday’s high was 62, compared to
the record high for that date of 87 set in 1996. The record low was 12 set

in 1942
_ly 's precipitation Yesterday $ temperatures

Ramfall uesday ..... .. 00 in Bigh - s anaan s
Rainfall Wednesday 00 1In low . e P eealE .37
Total for month . 48 In Normal hlgh ......... 62
Total for vear ... .... .. 72 1n Normal low .......... 33

Trees: low Molds: low

Weeds: absent Dust: moderate Sunset: 6:38 p.m

National forecast

The AccuWeather ® forecast for noon, Thursday, Feb. 19.
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(From 1A)

and Ist Lt. Bert Winslow, the
weapons system officer, Pischner
said.

Mark Williams, who lives about
a quarter mile away, said he was
picking up his mail when he heard
an explosion, looked up and saw a
mushroom-shaped cloud. The
blast shook his pickup truck.

Williams drove to the crash site
and said the biggest piece of
wreckage could fit in the bed of his
pickup, while the rest was reduced
to pieces slightly larger than a din-
ner plate.

Jamie Riley saw the plane pass
er the town of Mexico, about 14
from the crash site, and tol '
the weekly Crittenden Press that

the bomber was about 200 feet
above the treetops.

“I don't see how it was high
enough for anybody to bail out,”
Riley said.

Beverly Herrin told the news-
paper the engines quit near Mar-
jon.

“I heard it roaring and looked
toward Marion, " he said. ‘‘By the
time it came into sight, everything
was quiet. It was gliding at about
a 20-degree angle.”

The B-1B “‘Lancer’’ bomber,
one of three long-range heavy
bombers in the Air Force arsenal,
has adjustable, swept-back wings
and can fly intercontinental bomb-
ing missions without refueling.

Designed in the 19708 as a
nuclear bomb-dropper, the plane
has been converted since then for

A member of the
from Dyess

Tom Raum
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The adminis-
tration expected a lively, but civ-
il, discussion of its Iraq policy at a
town hall meeting on the campus
of Ohio State University. What it
got was tough questions, even

from supporters, while boisterous

demonstrators jeered and howled
antiwar slogans

It all underscored an American
public divided over military
strikes against Iraq — and showed
President Clinton has his work cut
out for him.

Theq noisy 90-minute meeting
also may have demonstrated that
methods and sites that worked for
him on domestic policies aren’t

necessarily good forums for trying

to build support for military
action.

The televised session made offi-
cials back in Washington groan pri-
vately and wonder how such a site
could have been selected.

Critics suggested that if the idea
was to show U.S. determination to
Saddam Hussein — known to
watch CNN — the ploy backfired.

The three U.S. officials who par-
ticipated tried to put the best face
on the commotion, calling it a
product of democracy. ‘‘Part of
what we fight for as a country is
the freedom to argue,’’ said
National Security Adviser Sandy
Berger.

The chaotic meeting came as
opinion polls showed a public
sharply divided on the idea of mil-
itary strikes against Iraq.

From the beginning, Wednes-
day's session was contentious.
Antiwar protesters resisted most
attempts to quiet them down. Sev-
eral times, Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright had to stop
speaking while CNN co-hosts Judy

(From 1A)

cooperation of the Clinton administration.
| a demonstrator shout-

“Youdon't haveit,”
ed back.

Berger sought to frame the debate in broad,
strategic terms. saying the long-term securi-
tv interests of the United States and its allies

are at stake.

“Once the United States says that it 1s intim-
idated by someone who has the brutahty of
Killing his own people to protect his own mis-
ourselves
Berger said

Albright planned to take the case for a tough
approach to Iraq today to Nashville, Tenn., and

MISD: Board to decide privatization issue Tuesday

deeds, then we ve
absolutely helpless as a nation, "’

(From 1A)

“I don't see money being
saved.” she said. “They give this
(low) up-front figure, then after
awhile there’'s something else that
was not in the cost.”

Dally Willhis, president of the
Permian Basin Central Labor
Union, sees this as a labor 1ssue
and one that could jeopardize
local control and students’ safety.

Willis uses Corpus Christi’'s
school board as an example. The
district opted out of a private
transportation contract after five
vears because board members
determined the company had not
saved money

“It’'s a bad idea. and it's not In
the interest of the kids.”™ Willis said
of privatization. "Our main con-
cern is that the school system has
had local control. They have had
a caring, concerned and a safe sys-
tem that operated in the interest
of the children.”

That would change for the worse
if MISD awarded a contract to a
corporation, he added.

“I don’t think (the vendor will)
be concerned about safety, they 1l
be concerned about making mon-
ey.

Ms Howard said the private
companies don’'t have rigorous
hiring and safety standards.

“Even talking and (looking up)
information, 1 have found prob-
lems with these contractors who
hire just anybody,” she said.
“These people don’t have any con-
cern for our children. We don’t
just put them off at any spot, as
local drivers.”

MISD drivers go the extra mile
for their children, making sure
they safely arrive at home, she
said.

Richard Bowdon, chairman of
the local watchdog group. Citizens
for Fiscal Responsibility, dis-
agrees with the bus drivers on the

National Guard’'s 184th Bomb

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM,

Clinton team gets noisy democracy lesson at town meeting

rendered
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B News analysis

Woodruff and Bernard Shaw alter-
nately scolded and pleaded with
the audience. Panelists Berger
and Secretary of Defense William
Cohen also were buffeted.

One questioner demanded, What
gives the United States “‘the moral
right’’ to attack Iraq?

Another asked how the admin-
i1stration could respond so strong-
ly to Iraq when the United States
itself sells arms to political allies
with deplorable human rights
records.

The loudest, most disruptive
protests came from relatively few
hecklers, but there was also
applause from throughout the

raudience for those posing pointed

questions or making anti-bombing
statements.

At the same time, there was
even louder applause at times in
support of the administration.

In Columbus, James P. Rubin,
the State Department spokesman,
said, ‘‘Any time yol go to a large
group to discuss an issue like war
and peace you fully expect loud
voices.

“The protesters are noisy, but
the conversation 1s good,”” said
White House spokesman Mike
McCurry back in Washington. “'l
think the people want answers to
gquestions and these are very good
questions.’’

But Clinton's critics portrayed
the session as a public relations
nightmare.

“If the Clinton administration’s
goal was to send a message to Sad-
dam via CNN. this was an unmait-
igated disaster.”” said Rep. John
Boehner, R-Ohio, the chairman of
the House GOP conference. Sen.
Dan Coats, R-Ind .. said it let world

to Columbia, S.C.,

olina.

on the job,”” Cohen

safety 1ssue. His group generally
supports privatization as a way to
promote efficiency and cost sav-
INES

“Some people tell us that MISD-
employed bus drivers are moti-
vated by compassion and love for
children, whereas privately
employed drivers would be hard-
hearted mercenaries,” Bowdon
said. “That’s just silly. MISD's
focus should be on the classroom,
and everything else 1t does dis-
tracts from that.’

Heidelberg said safety training
and control depend on the quality
of the company considered. It's not
something MISD will take lightly.
The loss of control is real to some
degree, though.

“I think that there has to be
some loss of control of the day-to-
day operations when you privatize
the services,” he said. “I think
there are parameters on which the
services you pay for are (includ-
ed) in the contract.”

As for the safety of the children,
he said, state law requires bus dn-
vers — whether public or private
employees — to undertake a min-
imum of 20 hours of safety train-
ing and have a special driver’s
license before they can drive a
school bus. Some transportation
offices and vendors require more
training.

The contract between the dis-
trict and a company would stipu-
late what responsibilities the com-
pany would have to MISD, the
company employees and students,
he said.

Heidelberg and other MISD offi-
cials maintain that the “burden of
proof” of cost savings lies with the
vendors. They believe MISD
transportation i1s already very
efficient and lean

The district pays entry-level
bus drivers about $8.20 an hour
and some as high as $9 an hour.
The part-time job amounts to

ndcrewmldueBJBbomberoftMK-anr

in this file photo. A B-1B Bomber

Air Force Base In Abliene, similar to the one shown here,

crashed in rural Kentucky Wednesday afternoon. All crew members sur-

vived.

conventional missions and is being
deployed to the Mideast for the
first time in a potential combat
role. {

Last September, a pilot’s
attempt to perform an uncommon
but permissible maneuver led to a

crash of a B-1B bomber that killed’

for appearances at Ten-
nessee State and the University of South Car-

Appraising the imminent diplomatic mission
to Baghdad of U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan, the administration threesome stressed
that Clinton wants to ensure that the weapons
inspection plan is not weakened.

“Saddam has delaved, he has duped, he has
deceived the inspectors from the very first day
said from a red carpeted
platform at the center of the arena.

Cohen held up a photograph that he said
depicted an Iraqi mother and child killed by
Iragi nerve gas. He called it
child, Saddam Hussein-style. ™

Rick Theis

day. Theis was escorted from the building after interrupting

gestures as he asks a question after returning

AP Photo
to the floor of

the basketball arena at Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohlo, Wednes-

a town meet-

ing with Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Defense Secretary Willilam
Cohen and National Security Adviser Sandy Berger.

allies and adversaries alike see
U.S. divisions firsthand. “'In the
past, presidents have gone direct-
ly to the American people,
explained the reasons for taking
military action, and then acted.”

The White House picked the site
but turned over the production,
including selection of the audi-
ence, to CNN.

White House officials who spoke
on the condition of anonymity said
that some degree of heckling had
been expected but they did not
anticipate the degree or the inten-

Sity.

“In a White House known for its

shrewdness about spin, this was
remarkably stupid,”
Sabato, a political scientist at the
University of Virginia.

sald Larry

Pollster Andrew Kohut, of the

Pew Research Center, sought to
explain recent poll figures by say-
ing that
gravitate toward a non-military
solution if it's in play.”
he said this could turn into strong
support for the administration if
military action is actually begun.

“‘the public will always

However,

MEETING: Albright to take case to other campuses

As the crowd {i1led out into the rain, Marlene
Renick, 54, of Columbus, said she came to sup-

port Clinton. The mother of a 28-year-old son

“*Madonna and

about $5,000 to $7.000 a vear, he
said. MISD bus drivers also take
part in the generous Texas State
Teacher Retirement System.

Ms. Howard said she fears a pri
vate vendor would offer a poor
alternative to that, or even lay off
current employees. She doesn't
buy arguments to the contrary.

“The contractor is a threat to the
emplovees who have been loyal to
the district for vears. Retirement

would definitely be (taken
away). she said
Even if the vendor tried to

retain current emplovees, she
said, its offer might not include
comprehensive benefits -

Heidelberg is of a different opin-
ion. He said 1t 's unhikely the board
would choose a bid that would
hand out decreased pay and ben-
efits

“I don't see how a private com-
pany can pay more than we do,”
Heidelberg said. “1 ve seen private
companies who have better bene-
fits than us. Others are worse.
That will be part of the brmrti
consideration.

Heidelberg said the compames
will have to prove their case

"My statement remains the
same,” he said. “I think we have
an efficient in-house operation. We
did this proposal process two
years ago and the private compa-
nies couldn’t save us money then
[ Just think that the private com-
panies are going to have a tough
time.”

Willis hopes MISD stays public

“If you give it to a corporation
their main interest is in the profit
motive,” he said. “It's really a
very first step in the loss of local
control in our school system.

The matter probably will be
resolved on Tuesday, one way or
another. Heidelberg has two sets
of bids from each vendor. The bid
information will remain sealed
and confidential until Tuesday.

CRASH Bomber out of Dyess Air Force Base goes down in Kentucky

all four people aboard:

The Air Force reported in
December that the pilot of the $200
million plane was making a sharp
right turn during a Sept. 19 train-
Ing mission on the Montana
prairie when the plane neared
stall speed and crashed. The tech-

nique is uncommon, but not for-
bidden.

That crash was the sixth mili-
tary air disaster in a seven-day
period, and i1t prompted an
unprecedented 24-hour grounding
of military planes for safety train-
ing

However, at 1.37 crashes per
100,000 flying hours in the fiscal
year ending Sept. 30, the Air Force
reported it had its fourth safest
year ever

serving on a warship in the Persian Gulf, she
said of Clinton,
has this much patience to wait to take out a
leader like Saddam Hussein.

““He is the first president that

A caller from Oklahoma asked ““how many
times do we have to go through this’” with Sad-
dam and his obstruction of U.N.
“before we take care of this the right way? "

inspectors

Cohen assured the caller that if an imitial mil-
lldH strike at Iraq did not settle the matter.
‘'we are prepared to go back if necessary.

Each vendor offers a bid that
has similar staff and program
funding as MISD s system. Then
they offer an alternate bid with
their own goals and cost savings;

“The point being 1s that we re
comparing these three vendors to
what our current operation is,"
Heidelberg said. “We would eithes
need a better system for the samé
money or the same system for less
money. .

Ultimately, whether a vendo
can meet the needs of MISD wil
depend on the company and how

ffu ient MISD's bus system IS
now, he said.

L ]
F.ditor's note: The vendors and school
board’s side of the privatization 1ssue
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will be explained in Sunday's
Reporter-Telegram. .
Lotto Texas
AUSTIN (AP) — The win-

numbers
the

ning Lotto Texas
drawn Wednesday by
Texas Lottery:
1-2-10-20-31-44
Estimated Lotto Texas jack-

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick 3
winning numbers drawn
Wednesday by the Texas Lot-
tery, in order

7-0-6
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, BELJING (AP) — Spot

green-uniformed police, tw

fcruff y-looking men fled mfﬁ‘ dai-
rd,”

y chore of seeking work. |
* “Finding a job is really ,
pne breathless fugitive, a farmer
named Cui, said before ;dling
pbver the side of an overpass an
scurrying down a bank to seek cov-
er under the bridge.

Job-seeking migrants such as
Cui are among the most common
byproducts of China’s reforms.
Crowding into already clogged
tities by the tens of millions, they
form the darker side of a legacy
that has raised skyscrapers and
jncomes across what was one of
the world’s poorest countries.
 In the year since the Feb. 19,
1997, death of reformist patriarch
Deng Xiaoping, the unintended
pffects of his two-decade effort
have worsened. Corruption
femains rampant, gaps between
the newly rich and bedrock poor
are widening, unemployment is
soaring and social ills such as
prostitution and drug abuse are
spreading.

“Deng Xiaoping was the archi-
tect, but he solved only the prob-
lems of the first period of reform.
He left behind a lot of other ones for
his successors to solve, ' said
Wang Shan, an author and politi-
cal commentator.

A man of Deng’s revolutionary
credentials and achievements
commands influence even In

his political heirs in the
unist Party are not
y's anniversary of his

solemn and kitsch, Chi-
rating the man and the
sta Stamps, video compact
discs and books bearing his like-
ness and wdrds are being pro-
duced. Symposiums on his policies
are being held. Even an exhibition
of portraits done in needlepoint
embroidery has been staged.

“We stand on the great man's
shoulders. The great man'’s shoul-
ders carry the hopes of one peo-
ple,”’” intoned the rart}"s flagship
newspaper, People’s Daily, in a
front-page homage Wednesday.

The thrust behind the memori-
als, syrupy, sentimental ones
included, is the same. Deng’s heirs
are seeking legitimacy in his man-
tle and pushing ahead with more
pragmatic economic reforms.

People’s Daily ticked off the
new leadership’'s successes in the
post-Deng year: the smooth recov-
ery of Hong Kong, President Jiang
Zemin's red-carpet welcome at
the White House, a landmark par-
ty congress that launched an ambi-
tious program to revitalize state
industries.

By bringing capitalist reforms to
state enterprises, relics of the era
of central planning that employ
two-thirds of the urban labor force,
Jiang and his colleagues are tak-
ing risks Deng contemplated but

never dared.

Unemployment, already as high
as 15 million in the cities, could
double in the next two vears, a once
unthinkable event in a society that
promised lifetime jobs. At the
same time, 130 million peasgants,
freed from land-bound toil by
Deng’s end to collective farming,
are looking for work, many of
them in the cities.

In Deng’'s day, ‘‘all levels of soci-
ety benefited from the reforms.
Society held really peaceful and
stable. After Deng, that phenom-
enon of all levels benefiting 1n lock
step has ended,”’ said Wang, the
author.

“The reforms have created
many social differences. After
Deng, solving social problems has
become a headache,’” he added

The migrants who gather at an
unofficial labor market on the
Yongding Gate overpass in Beijing
are near the bottom of the new
social ladder. Peasants all, they
come from farms too small —
often no more than three-quarters
of an acre — to support their fam-
1lies.

About the best that Cui said he
can hope for is to earn about $12 a
month by finding a day or two of
carpentry work a week.

“Even college graduates can't
get jobs these days,’’ said Cui, who
came to Beijing from a small
farm on the dusty northern Shan-
dong plain, 150 miles to the south-

Calls mount for Taiwan to pull out of airline

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Citing
poor management, officials and
lawmakers pressed the govern-
ment Wednesday to dump its
majority share in the airline whose
jet was involved in Taiwan s worst
plane crash.

Relatives of many of the 203 peo-
ple killed in Monday’s accident
complained at a morgue that it 1s
taking too long to identify the vic-
tims, many of them badly burned
and dismembered.

*]1 don’t want Daddy to sleep
here like this,”’ one woman cried
over bodies wrapped in yellow
funeral shrouds awaiting identifi-
cation. Buddhist monks chanted
funeral prayers nearby

All 196 people aboard China Air-
lines Flight C1676 and seven people
on the ground were killed when the
twin-engine Airbus 300 crashed In
flames near the runway of Taipel s
airport.

The government-controlled Chi-
na Airlines Foundation owns 71.5
percent of China Airlines, although
shares are also traded on the Tai-
wan Stock Exchange

‘““None of the share owners real-
ly feel it's their company,” the

chairman of the foundation, Hsu
Li-teh, said Wednesday. ‘‘Man-
agement of China Airlines under
such conditions is extremely diffi-
cult.”

He called for the government to
unload its stake.

Opposition and even some gov-
erning Nationalist Party legisla-
tors went further, calling for the
foundation to be dissolved.

The foundation’s board of direc-
tors has no governmental over-
sight and enjoys immunity from
lawsuits, which has led to lax cor-
porate culture and slack safety
standards, said Chen Chi-mai, a
member of the legislature s trans-
portation committee.

China Airlines’ chairman, Chi-
ang Hung-vi, already has offered
his resignation over the crash.
The company’s stock prices have
fallen about 10 percent since Mon-
day

So far, the bodies of 103 passen-
gers have been identified. None
was being released to family
members pending identification of
all the victims — which angered
many victims' families.

The dead were believed to
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include four Americans. In Boston,
two were identified as 28-year-old
fitness trainer Chris Cory and 35-
year-old Kenneth Cowan, an asso-
ciate producer at WGBH-TV

China Airlines has grounded the
remaining nine Airbus 300s in its
fleet, at the request of the Tai-
wanese government

The airline, Taiwan's flagship
carrier, has been trving to rebuild
its reputation since a string of acci-
dents in the early 1990s. A 19%4
crash, blamed on pilot error, killed
264 people.

The jet that crashed Monday
was delivered by Airbus to China
Airlines in December 1990. It had
accumulated 20,070 flight hours
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Dark side of Deng, legacy deepens in year after his death
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Chinese leaders have responded
with programs to improve social
welfare, campaigns to promote
communist thrift and a police
crackdown on migrants without
work.

Cul and other migrants believe
the situation will worsen before
improving. But they seem
resigned to the hardships as anoth-
er phase in China's 20-year reform
effort.

A recognition of the necessity of
reform, even by those who feel left
behind, may be the best guarantee
of future success. Deng thought so.

His daughter, Deng Lin, said in
an essay published Wednesday in
Beljing newspapers that her father
remained unshaken when some
called for his ouster during the
“crazy winds and evil waves’’ of
1989 — a reference to the Tianan-
men Square democracy protests
and the crackdown Deng ordered.

“Father said they may be shout-
Ing the slogan ‘down with Deng
Xiaoping' but they are not shout-
ing ‘down with reform and open-
ness,”’’ Deng Lin wrote.
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Clinton should
seek approval
before acting

resident Clinton minced no words

Tuesday when he called on Sad-

dam Hussein to let U.N. weapons
inspectors “complete their mission” or
face military strikes.

In almost the same breath, Clinton
called on U.S. military personnel to be
ready and for the American people to
“be ready as well.”

It is quite clear that Clinton has
determined to challenge Hussein once
and for all, but resolve in both the
world community and among Ameri-
| cans in general is not as solid as it was
when President George Bush approved
air strikes against Iraq in 1991 at the
| start of the Persian Gulf War.

During that crisis,

Bush was able to pull

together a coalition of 39 countries to
face down Hussein for Iraq’s invasion
of Kuwait in August 1990. War was the
result, but the coalition held firm and
support for Operation Desert Storm
was outstanding.

This time, however, such widespread
support for Clinton’s challenge to -
Iraq’s Hussein has not been forthcom-
ing, and unlike President Bush who
sought authorization from the Con-
gress to launch air strikes against Iraq
Clinton has not taken that important
but legally unnecessary step.

That failure could be misconstrued
by Hussein to indicate a lack of Ameri-
can resolve in this crisis. Husseln no
doubt already assumes that he has the
| support of neighboring countries in
opposing American military action.

So it is critical that Clinton immedi-
ately seek authorization by the Con-
gress to launch air strikes against Iraq
if that is his intention. Without that
authorization, Hussein may incorrectly
assume that Americans are more
divided over military action against
Iraq than they are.

If Hussein’s refusal to let U.N.

weapons inspectors do their job is
l worth confronting Iraq once more —
and we believe it is — then it is worth
Clinton getting the approval of Con-
gress in advance.

ANOTHER VIEW

Chemical castration
is worth scrutinizing

A Swedish pharmaceutical company has manufac-
tured a drug that, in the early stages of testing, appears

to help child molesters resist their criminal urges.

The drug, which is called triptorelin, was tested in
Israel and was reportedly 100 percent successful in
curbing pedophiles’ behavior and sexual fantasies.
However, the test group consisted of only 24 men who
took the drug for more than a year. And the test did

not include a control group.

ne of Watergate's convicted co-conspirators

tells me that the Nixon team had a plan in

1973 for dealing with independent counsel
Archibald Cox, which he
thinks is relevant to Bill
Clinton’s battle with Ken-
neth Starr. Tha$ person,
who requests his name not
be used because he doesn’t
want to attract media atten-
tion (again), says the plan
was to say and do nothing
about Cox unless 1t
appeared he had gathered
sufficient evidence to force
Nixon from office. Then
they were to attack Cox,
hoping to shift public atten-
tion from the president to
the independent counsel
and his ‘‘unfair’’ tactics in the midst of a ** world cri-
S1S.

Sound familiar? It does to this former Nixon man
who concludes from the criticism of Starr that “‘he
must have the goods on Clinton, otherwise there is
nothing to be gained by attacking him."

Twenty-five years ago this October, Cox was
ordered fired by Nixon in what came to be known
as the Saturday Night Massacre. Attorney General
Elliott Richardson and his deputy, William Ruck-
elshaus, quit in protest rather than dismiss Cox
Solicitor General Robert Bork was left to do the deed

The parallels between Watergate and the current
tangle of affairs are striking. Cox and his successor,

Watergate still can teach us about government

Leon Jaworski, were empowered not only to inves-
tigate the “‘third-rate burglary’’ of Democratic head-
quarters, but also a number of abuses unrelated to
Watergate. It is the same with Starr, who began with
Whitewater and now is authorized to look into alle-
gations of lying and suborning perjury. That's how
these things go. A character flaw in one area often
leads to immoral and illegal behavior in others,
which is a prime argument against the notion that
one can separate one’s private morals from public
ones .

It 1s fascinating to return to the Watergate era and
consider what those caught up in the scandal think
about it with the advantage of hindsight. Gerald and
Deborah Hart Strober interviewed each of the liv-
ing players for a book, ‘‘Nixon: An Oral History of
His Presidency’ (HarperCollins, 1994) . While the
Clinton people seek to shift attention away from the
current president and onto opinion polls about how
the public feels Starr has treated Monica Lewinsky’s
mother, Cox reminds us of a higher principle: “...the
real question (between himself and Nixon) was a
struggle for the rule of law--by this I mean the
ancient rule, going back before the Magna Carta,
that the highest officials--including the King of
Britain--are subject to the law.”

Coincidentally, audiotapes were at the heart of
Watergate as they are in the Lewinsky affair. In
Watergate, Nixon recorded his own conversations.
In the Lewinsky matter, her friend, Linda Tripp, was
wired by the FBI to record her statements about the
alleged affair with Clinton. Lewinsky is also said to
be in possession of telephone answering machine
tapes that may provide additional evidence the two

A

ART BUCHWALD

A solution: Individual prosecutors

» ow. ']l am constantly asked. ‘can we pre-
vent something unreal like what 1s going
on in Washington from happening

agamn?’’

A simple solution. Every
time a person is selected for
a high government position
he must be sworn i1n with his
own special prosecutor. The
special prosecutor will
remain at his side the entire
time the person serves,
becoming part of the family

The special prosecutor
will have the right to sub-
poena witnesses, tap phones
and investigate the sex life of
anyone acquainted with the
appointee or his family.

Let’'s say Willington is
sworn in as the president’s
advisor on baldness. His special prosecutor will
immediately call a grand jury to hear witnesses tes-
tify against him.

The way he will do this is to offer immunity to any-
one who has anything bad to say about the presi-
dent’'s advisor. The feather in the prosecutor s hat
will be if his investigation leads to misconduct in the
Oval Office.

Let's say the special prosecutor digs up informa-

Buchwald

tion taped by a disgruntied administration employ-
ee concerning Willington's offer to invite a White
House intern to accept a plane ride and lodging from
the Nissan Motor Company for the Winter Olympics.
This leads the prosecutor to discover Willington once
had a one-night stand in Sun Valley with a figure
skater from the Women's Olympic team.

The prosecutor subpoenas the skater to testify
about the affair and produce gifts exchanged with
the official .

The prosecutor offers the skater a pardon if she
declines to take the Fifth. Her lawyer says no unless
she gets a jJob in Paris.

That is just a hypothetical situation. Many special
prosecutors who hang out with appointees will still
be unable to dig up anything that would send some-
one to jail. It isn’t necessary for an SP to produce
a conviction when assigned to prosecute someone —
but if he comes up with nothing, his chances of an
interview with Barbara Walters are nil.

One special prosecutor who got nothing recently
could be seen standing in front of the White House
handing subpoenas to anyone who walked out of the
gate.

He knew he was playing a long shot, but that is
what special prosecuting is all about.

Art Buchwald' s column is distributed by the Los Ange-
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were carrying on a sexual relationship, which he has
denied under oath. As theh-House Judiciary Com-
mittee member, Rep. Charles Wiggins observed:
"“As a matter of objective fact, without the tapes, the
evidence against Nixon was slender.’’ No wonder the
Clinton people want to discredit, or suppress, the
Lewinsky-Tripp tapes. .

Ruckelshaus never thought Nixon would fir
Cox. He recalls a conversation with Richardson in
which the attorney general said of the Nixon people:
“They seemed determined to try to stop Cox and
have him discharged.’’ Ruckelshaus said, ‘‘My reac-
tion was, 'Don’t worry about that; once they face the
reality of it, they’ll never do it.” That shows how lit-
tle I knew."”’

Nixon's press secretary, Ronald Ziegler, speaks
words that sound as if they could be coming from the
Clinton team: ‘‘Cox deserved to be fired. That does-
n’'t mean that the cover-up should have succeeded:
it simply means that Archibald Cox should have been
fired because he was a partisan extremist in the pur-
suit of Richard Nixon. He was not conducting a bal-
anced inquiry into the process; he was conducting
a politically biased inquiry into the presidency of the
United States.

Virtually the same words are now being uttered
by Clinton’s staunchest defenders. Will history
repeat itself with Bill Clinton, Ken Starr and the
tapes? Or will this president -- whose cover-up skills
seem far greater than Richard Nixon’s - survive?
We should know soon.

Cal Thomas column is distributed by the Los Angg-
les Times Syndicate. :

E.J]. MONTONI

Toughest sheriff is
hard on crime, soft
on Fife Symington

HOENIX — Sheriff Joe Arpaio believes in
Pfeeding criminals bologna sandwiches;

forcing them to live in tents and making
them work on chain gangs. He’s the ‘‘toughest
sheriff in America.'’ Just ask him - he wrote the
book.

He’s tough on car thieves and pot smokers, bur-
glars and bad-check writers. He's tough on
every size, shape and variety of thief, hoodlum,
goon, crook, con man and swindler. Except for
one:

Ex-governors. .

When it comes to J. Fife Symington III — a two-
term governor and six-count felon — Sheriff Joe
goes soft.

Before Symington’'s sentencing this week,
Arpaio wrote a long letter to Judge Roger
Strand, concluding, "'l respectfully urge you to
be lenient.’

For days. ordinary Joes have complained
about Symington’'s relatively light, 30-month
prison sentence. They shake their heads over the
possibility that he'll remain a free man during Hs
appeal. -

Symington’s trial and sentence reminded them
that justice is tougher for an ordinary Joe than
a well-heeled Fife. .

And now, the most ordinary Joe of all i1s siding
with the blue blood. - :

‘I don't apologize’ .

“*Hey, I know this is not politically correct,
Arpaio told me. ‘'The toughest sheriff asking the
judge to be lenient on the governor. .. . But I don't
have to apologize. I don’t apologize to anybody,
I think tRe public will understand what a great
job the governor did in the criminal-justice sys:
tem, and that's all I talked about in the letter. |
don’t give a crap if other people would be afraid:
I just did what I had to do and let the chips fall
where they may.”” The sheriff makes a con.
vincing argument. His letter is so persuasive, 1n
fact, you have to wonder why Judge Strand sen;
tenced Symington to “‘any’’ prison time. Had the
judge followed Arpaio’s logic, he’d have ordered
the former governor dragged immediately out,
side — and shot. -

Joe wrote, ‘‘Governor Symington proposed and
fought for tough truth-in-sentencing reforms;
including abolishing parole as we once knew it !

“Governor Symington also supported and
oversaw a large increase in prison beds . . .

“Governor Symington also supported . . .
chain gangs for death-row inmates; putting an
end to frivolous inmate lawsuits and lavish
prison law libraries; and comprehensive reforms
of the juvenile justice system, among many oth-
ers . . .

After all that, after singing the praises of long
sentences, no parole, more prisons and harsher
punishments, Arpaio then wrote, "'l respectful-
ly urge you to be lenient in your sentencing of Fife
Symington.”

Isn’t that a bit of a contradiction? the sheriff

was asked. ‘
“T just wanted to let the judge know that

By Pete Yost
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les Times Syndicate (Symington) supported law enforcement and sup-

ported me,”’ he answered. |
Nothing ‘hypocritical’
But, isn't it hypocritical to say we should be
tough on other criminals but soft on Symington?
“I don’t think so,”” Arpaio said. |

Triptorelin blocks testosterone, the male sex hor-
mone, so that it effectively chemically castrates the
user.

Chemical castration is not a new concept. It has been
tried in the United States with another testosterone-

ToDAY IN HISTORY
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before we would consider it to be successful, the ear- Today's Highlight in History: In 1807, former Vice President received a patent for his phono- 'He said Symington’s friends asked him to write |

ly report on triptorelin raises an interesting question On Feb. 19, 1945, during World Aaron Burr was arrested In graph. a letter to the judge, but added, ‘I agreed to do ~

In 1881, Kansas became the first
state to prohibit all alcoholic bev-
erages.

it. It wasn’'t something they forced me to do. It
was something I wanted to do. Nobody makes me
do anything.”’

Former presidential candidate and Sen. Bob
Dole, who also believes we should gettough on
criminals (as long as they aren’t rich, White
Republicans), wrote a letter as well seeking
leniency for Symington.

So did Texas Gov. George W. Bush, who
paused long enough to plead mercy for Syming-
ton, while refusing even to slow down the exe-
cution of Karla Faye Tucker.

On the surface, Arpaio doesn’t seem to fit with
such aristocracy. But, who knows?

Maybe, beneath the drab brown uniform, at the
bottom of the polyester trousers, beneath the sen-
sible shoes, is a pair of silk stockings.

Alabama. He was subsequently
tried for treason and acquitted.
In 1846, the Texas state govern-

War II, some 30,000 U.S. Marines
landed on Iwo Jima, where they
began a month-long battle to seize

about how it could be used to treat American
pedophiles.

All chemical castration so far has been done on vol-
unteers. If a law were passed that required pedophiles
to undergo such treatment, it would be unlikely to pass
constitutional muster.

However, if a truly effective drug were developed,
we wonder if a law would provide convicted pedophiles
with a choice — either a prison term or regular visits
to a court-approved doctor for testosterone-blocking
treatment.

We are far from convinced that chemical castration
could be successful in removing sex offenders as a dan-
ger to society.

But child molesters are a great danger to society, and
they cause great damage to the youngsters they prey
upon. If a testosterone-blocking drug could help to pro-
tect potential victims, it is worth medical scrutiny.

: — Ll'ibﬂ:k Avalanche-Journal

EJ. Montoni's column is distributed by the N.Y.
Times Service |
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WASHINGTON —
Clinton confidant Bruce Lindsey tes-
tified before a grand jury in the

Long-time

investigation

Wednesday amid indications.the
adviser may have urged a key
potential witness last summer to
contact President Clinton's private
lawyer.

- Lindsey, who has been with Clin-
ton since the early days of Clinton's
political career in Arkansas, spoke
at least twice last summer with
former White House staffer Linda

‘Tripp, according to individuals
familiar with Tripp's account of the
matter. It was Tripp who brought
the allegations of a presidential
affair and cover-up to light after
secretly taping her conversations
with Ms. Lewinsky

In one conversation, these indi-
viduals said, Lindsey tried to per-
suade Tripp to go see Robert Ben-
nett, the lawyer Clinton hired to rep-
resent him in the Paula Jones sex-
wdl harassment case. These
sources, discussing the case only on
grounds of anonymity, said Tripp’s
lawyer advised her not to do so and
she didn’t
"+ The i1nformation surfaced as
Lindsey appeared before the federal
grand jury for questioning. The
White House adviser's testimony
was interrupted for about 45 min-

NBC sells Seinfeld
ads for $2 million

- «NEW YORK (AP) — NBC( has
sold two 30-second commercials on
the final original episode of *'Sein-
feld’’ for a television record $2 mil-
lion each, people familiar with
the sales said Wednesday.

The price 1s a whopping 54 per-
cent higher than the previous high
for a television ad set only last
month when NBC got $1.3 million
for a half-minute of commercial
time on the Super Bowl telecast.

But some media buyers said
they doubt that NBC will command
s¢ much for the remaining nine
minutes of national advertising
tume that is being sold on the May
14 show

NBC(C declined to comme nt on the
matter, but a person familiar with
the sales said the first two ads were
seld to film studios

The comedy series dealing with
life 1n New York appeals to a
young, urban audience coveted
by advertisers such as movie stu-
dros, brewers and car companies

**Seinfeld’” has been one of tele-
vision's highest-rated shows for the
past few years and NBC expects
that the final show will attract a
huge audience

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, THURSDAY, FEBR

utes as he and his attorney,

White House counsel Che :
appeared *before U.S. District
Judge Norma Holloway Johnson.
The nature of the conference was
not immediately known.

One White House official said ear-
lier that Lindsey had net refused,
through midday Wednesday, to
answer any questions on account of
Jjeopardizing executive privilege.

It could not be immediately
learned whether his appearance
before the judge presiding over the
grand jury investigation involved
that 1ssue.

“I'm not going to talk about my
testimony,‘* Lindsey told reporters
as he left the courthouse after a
more than 5-hour visit. He-indicat-
ed he would return Thursday.

In the conversations that sources
said he had with Tripp, Lindsey was
speaking about an episode in which
a woman named Kathleen Willey
confided to Tripp that Clinton
kissed and fondled her in the Oval
Office. This happened well before
Tripp turned over the audio tapes
that prompted the Lewinsky inves-
tigation.

Tripp contacted Lindsey after
learning that Newsweek magazine
was planning a story about the
alleged encounter between Willey
and Clinton, the sources said.

Tripp has said she saw Willey
emerge from the Oval Office, her
lipstick smeared and clothing

askew. Tripp has said Willey was
“happy and j)oyful” abuut the
enotanter with Clinton.

During the first conversation with
Tripp, Lindsey questioned whether
there was possibly an alternative
explanation in which the encounter
could be interpreted innocently,
said the individuals. Tripp said she

was certain of what she had seen
and heard and that there was no
innocent explanation, they said

At the time of Lindsey’s contact
with Tripp, the Willey matter was
becoming part of the Mrs. Jones
lawsuit against Clinton.

Lindsey’'s conversations with
Tripp are important because of the
emergence in the probe by inde-
pendent counsel Kenneth Starr of a
key document — a three-page list of
“talking points‘* which Ms. Lewin-
sky allegedly gave to Tripp last
month.

In it, the document urges Tripp to
do the same thing that Lindsey
allegedly advised her to do last sum-
mer — to go see Bennett.

The *‘talking points'* document
suggests that Tripp file an affidavit
in the Jones case saying that it is
“plausible’’ that Willey made up her
story of an encounter with the pres-
ident.

Willey also is expected to be a
grand jury witness in the investi-
gation, but her lawyer, Daniel
Gecker, declined to comment.

Lindsey first met Clinton when

| It Takes MORE Than

LESS Food to LOSE WEIGHT

Everyone’s discovering...
Weigh of Life” Clinic’s medical approach
to sound, nutritional,
weight loss.
Expert MEDICAL supervision.

(915) 682-5433

Weigh of Life~ Clinic

3107 N. Big Spring, Midland

*A range of prescription medications
*A Maintenance Program to keep your results
=Saturday Appointments

«Patients love it!

Garland Lang, M.D.
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NATION
Clinton confidant testlfles before grand jury

they worked on the 1968 re-election
campaign of Sen. J. Willlam Ful-
bright, D-Ark. He is the president’s
closest adviser. He serves as a
troubleshooter for Clinton, having
worked 1n the past to deflect net-
tlesome questions about other
women such as Gennifer Flowers.

While Lindsey was questioned
behind closed doors, the lawyer for
Lewinsky’s mother obtained a post-
ponement of further testimony
Attorney Billy Martin said that
nearly two days of grand jury tes-
timony had left Marcia Lewis
“emotionally overwhelmed and dis-
traught ™

“"Her physical and emotional con-
dition has not changed’ since she
left the grand jury last week, said
Martin. “‘Part of what distresses her
18 that she feels she's in this situa-
tion solely because she took a
moment to listen to her daughter,
who asked her to talk to her as a
mother.”

“"Marcia Lewis has done nothing
more than be a mother to her
daughter,”” Martin said after a half-
hour appearance before the judge
who supervises the grand jury.

Martin said Lewis was excused
from testifying Wednesday but
remained under subpoena. He did
not say when her testimony would
resume.
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The Millennium iIs ciosing in...
... Are you connected?

By the year 2000 60%
of the civilized world
will be on the Internet.

Will you be one of them?*

Apex 2000 offers:
v’ up to S6Kbps analog
v’ tech support
v emall
v web hosting
v web site design
v/ free training
v Christian owned and operated

all this for

$19.95

per month!

hitp: www.apex2000.net
(915) 570-16/76
1305 North Gartield suite 25
Midland, Texas 739705

1y Full Price When You (

SAVE *45 10 *105 ON 200

two pillowcases (twin has one). Made in USA. '”§' iy "9”6“
AFTER 2/21 LTS
Retail CLOSEOUT While Tha
Twin $55 $18.99 Last!
Full $95 $29.99 $24.99 SETS
Queen $120 $39.99 $34.99 SETS
King $150 $49.99 $44.99 SETS

A great value on first quality
100% cotton terry towels from a
famous Amencan mill. Select
from fashionable deep tones to
pastels. Bath towels are 27" x 50"
Made in USA.

quilted cotton/polyester covers

Save $90 to $130 on wafile

Retail $120to $160

THREAD COUNT SHEET SETS

A huge assortment of famous maker sheet sets deeply discounted /0%
to 81% off retail prices. Choose florals, paisleys, geometncs, plaids
and border prints in no-iron 200 thread count cotton/polyester.

Set includes flat sheet, fitted sheet with deep pockets
to fit standard or new thicker mattresses and

Save $195 to $210 on overfilled natural down comforters

Extra large 17" end-+to-end box stitching and extra down fill
provide ultimate sleeping comfort. Stitching also keeps down well
distributed to prevent cold spots. White downproof 100% cotton
cover available in 30 oz. full/queen or 36 oz. king. Made in USA.

Retail $255 and $270 AFTER 2/20 CLOSEOUT $69.99

Save $29 on European square or body pillows

Select 20" x 54" body pillow or 26" x 26" Euro square in'your choice of '
polyester or feather/down fill at 74% off retail! Feather/down flled - 00
pillows are covered in 100% downproof cotton. Polyester pillows have '

weave cotton thermal blankets

The tightly woven waffle design with self
hem prevents stretching while providing
warmth without weight. Assorted colors
in full, queen or king sizes. Made in USA

| HU RSDAY

Save $5 on loop terry solid color bath towels G \ I 99 1

EAIlH

2
Retail CLOSEO‘II'

“ J"HII: ”’h \
Bath $8 $3.99 .
Hand $6 $2.99 $2.49 &
Wash $4 $1.99 $1.49
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Save $30 to $50 on thick
_ convoluted foam mattress pads

The mattress pad for extra comfort
while you sleep' Vanous textures and
thicknesses create multiple zones for
proper support to different parts of
your body. A heavy density base

Save $18 to $35 on reversible  increases pad longevity
00% cotton bath Polyurethane foam;
. 8 made in USA

Loop-and<pile double weave creates
these thick and absorbent reversible
oval or rectangular rugs, each
individually tufted for softness
underfoot. Selection vanes, Assorted
decorator colors.

20" x30" orContour 24" x40" or 30" x 44".

CLOSEOUT
5999

Retail $26 Retail $40 and $50 Retail
CLOSEOUT CLOSEOUT Twm 540:
79 514" G @ b
King $70 $§19.99
- r 1 ! ‘l o WE SE&Ll ONLY
' ' ] FirsT QUALITY
HGS(G‘J Ol g Bep AND BATH LINENS

GIFTS. 50% TO 80% OFF EVERYTHING.

Colonnade at Polo Park Shoppi

ng Center - 4610 N. Garfield (behind Chili’s)

NE Corner of Loop 250 & Garfield - 684-3883
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Ads are
popping up around the country
that remind people why they hate
HMOs: doctors with their hands
tied, bean counters making med-
ical decisions, patients having
difficulty seeing a specialist.

But the ads are not the product
of fed-up doctors or some outside
critic. They're produced by HMOs
themselves — trying to appeal to
an increasingly hostile public.
The strategy is to tackle con-
sumer fears head-on by explain-
ing how the advertising HMO dif-
fers from others.

“It's a diagnosis, not a business
decision,’’ proclaim advertise-
ments for the George Washington
University Health Plan in Wash-
ington that feature doctors exam-
ining a little boy or examining an
X-ray. In smaller print, they say,
“We don’t put unreasonable
restrictions on our doctors. We
don’t tell them they can’t send you
to a specialist.

In Chicago, HMO Illinois ads
promised: ““We want to be your
health plan, not your doctor."

And in Baltimore, the Preferred
Health Network explained, "At
your average health plan, cost
controls are regulated by admin-
istrators. ... At PHN, doctors are
responsible for controlling costs.”

Donald E.L.. Johnson, editor of
Health Care Advertising Review
and www _HealthCareNewsServ-
er.com,

““It’s the beginning of a trend, "’
Johnsen said. “‘You're going to see
more of this as the health plans
figure out they have a real prob-
lem.”’

B News analysis

Indeed, managed care has tak-
en a beating from all quarters,
although it has succeeded In stem-
ming rising health-care costs and
dominating the market, covering
85 percent of people who get insur-
ance from an employer. Lately,
HMO troubles have extended to
Wall Street as several compa-
nies have been losing value as
profits stagnate or drop.

HMOs contract with a collection
of doctors to pay them lower fees
but provide a pool of patients.
Patients have to choose from the
list or, in some cases, may go else-
where by paying extra.

The system also tries to prevent
illness by matching every patient
with a primary care doctor, who
is also responsible for assuring
patients see specialists only when
necessary.

But complaints and tales of
mistreatment abound from Amer-

Thew worry stems from a basic
fear that someday they will be
sick and won’t get what they need
because it costs too much.

In response, state legislatures
have passed laws mandating ben-
efits and guaranteeing patient
access to emergency rooms, spe-
cialists and outside appeals
Sweeping bills are now being con-
sidered in Congress.

And movie audiences cheer
when actress Helen Hunt lets
loose expletives at her son’'s HMO
in "1As Good As It Gets."'

In this atmosphere, how can an
HMO sell itself?

“We like to start with the point
of reality for consumers,”’ said
Tracy Carlson of KSK Communi-
cations, the advertising firm that
produced the George Washington
campaign. ‘‘Basically, people
hate managed care. "’

The campaign, launched last
fall, promises "‘freedom’’ and no
“‘unreasonable restrictions’’ on
doctors. ‘‘Decisions about your
health should be made iIn the
examination room, not the board-
room,”’ trumpets one. ‘‘Doctors
can’'t have the healing touch 1ii
their hands are tied,’’ says anoth-
er.

Most managed-care ads still
focus on preventive care and stay-
ing healthy, but both small and
large HMOs have tried this more

————— NATION
- HMOs appeal to hostile public perception

small HMO in Baltimore, took on
larger competitors with the slo-
gan: ‘‘Where the doctors make the
decisions."’ |
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Sunday, Feb 22, 1998 - 1:03 pm. « Preview 12:00 noon
 Midland Center = Wall St., Midland, Texas

Showcasing the estate of Maxine Buskirk,
long time resident of Midland,
also W.B. Blanch, and other owners,
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large set of gold banded glasses, set of 8
gold bonded plates, cappademante bowl w/ cherub figures, a pair of victonan perfumers, o pai of
dresgen perced compote, cappademonte center oowl very early, pair of German plates w/ paint-
ed scenes, set ¢ Worchester plates w/ lilly design, 24 carat gold overiay Bavanan plates with LHS
stamp, set of 11 blooming roses Bavarian plates TIRSCHENREUTH, cut crystal brandy decanter w/ 4
sniffers, cappademonte compote w/ 3 cherub figures, set of 10 double handled cups and saucers
24 carar golanm real night Bavarnan, set of 6 pierced rimmed German plates, Raafords bone ching
earty English fenton cup and saucer, 2 German demetase Cups and saucers, Venetan glass parrot
on stang, set of copeland spounge Cups and saucers and bowl English sidney stamp, set of hawvi-
lona IImoge cups and saucers and cake plates, par of Queen Anne style convex portrart pictures,
set of Yugosiavian plates (8), set of S pink depression finger bowls w/ raised etching, wedgwood two
ner service ola green stamp, haviland imouge service plafter, dolly madison cup and saucer goia
nm harp stamo. small gecorator water pitcher unusual German stamp, Bavanan courting plate, set
of 6 twisted s'em wine glasses. LAK ® N OF OLD L IINC ER 1O IN DE: Tiffany &
Co. Stering Four Leaf Clover sompling dish, service for 8 flatware in case-knives, forks, spoons, nap-
kN nNGgs. serv~g spoons and skewers all sterling silver, stering silver card holder and coaster, sterling
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The approach isn’t surprising

Barnes & Noble
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siver salt ara oepper shakers iset of 35), sterling siver shendan style coffee and creagmer, sterling sil-

ver tnple ca~ale holder, sterling siver finger bow! dated 1903, plus much, much more. FURNITURE:
park bench auncan fife char (white), sheridan style arm chair, group of outdoor patio furniture, large
~*ed onental chest of arawers, maohogany empire style aouble aoor book case, Chip and

agale arop ‘rc7t seCreiary w/ pigeon arawers ana iarge carvead Crown. unusugl carveq piant siogng w;

Diamond Values...

1.95 Marquis S8900 .51 Round S1400
D53 Round S1800 .50 Marquis 51500

. { e, '/‘ 7 [ A piercea sor~g carving, french ladies chest of drawer w/ bronze armalou, marble top and heavy mar-
a"eged Ch i Id LD> Carro Z 2 kETING yrved photographers bench or gossip bench, ncco style sofa w/ tall side arms, pair of
San Miguel Square Wadlev & Midkitt  697-0424 mahoga~y < arawer bedroo™ chests w! light carving. cherry wood primitive style ainning taple w/ 6
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the nation’s largest bookseller.
Barnes & Noble, on child pornog-
raphy charges involving the sale of
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State Attorney General Bill Pry-
or said Wednesday he started the
grand jury investigation after
receiving complaints about two
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made public until Wednesday. It
involves 15 counts over the sale of
“The Age of Innocence ™ and 17
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counts over the sale of *"Radiant |
Identities.” If Barnes & Noble 1s
-convicted. the company could be
rrnn s “ " [s Fu n I“ [ WH n l[ fAM I
¥
payers money on the prosecution n .
because the photographs "‘are not
done flirtatiously’ and have been
displayed In major museums j
worldwide, including the Metro- N nw nff
politan Museum of Art in New :
York
Sturges said ‘‘Radiant Identi- *
ties’" has sold more than 60,000 _ J
copies in nearly 10 years on the
market
Pryvor contends the work 1is e :
pornography rather than art b :
because the photographs are L‘Z C|a‘ Or‘n .
*designed to elicit a sexual :
Save half on a huge selection of shoes for women, men and
Ross went off the runway Wednes-
day before skidding into a grassy
field.
No injuries were reported.
McCaughey Ross was in the pri-
vate plane with three other pas-
sengers and the pilot when it lost
power and went out of control
moments after takeoff about 3: 15
p.m., Niagara Frontier Trans-
portation Authority spokesman
Harry Spector said.
‘It was not quite a crash,” Spec-
tor said. ‘“We’re calling it an inci-
dent.”’

counts
A Tennessee grand jury
returned an indictment against
the bookstore chain over the same
books in November. The charge of
distributing obscene material
harmful to minors has not yel
gone to trial.

Sturges. reached at his studio.
said Pryor will waste a lot of tax-
response. --

““We must protect children from
those who would exploit their inno- |
cence for financial gain under the kids' You'll find lots and lots of the famous names you love in
guise of so-called “art,”" he said casual, dress and athletic shoes. Hurry in for the best selection!
N Y oﬁicial’s plane Orig. 29.00-185.00, now 14.50-92.50.
slides off runway

CHEEKTOWAGA. NY. (AP)
— A small plane carrying New
York Lt. Gov. Betsy McCaughey

The six-seat, twin-engine
Beechceraft was attempting to take
off in the rain for Rochester.
McCaughey Ross was in Buffalo
after releasing a report docu-
menting the state’s economic
shortcomings.
McCaughey Ross rented a car
for her trip to Rochester.
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Selected styles. Selection varies by store. Previous markdowns have been taken. All items subject to prior sale. :

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.
SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10.M. TO 9P.M.; SUNDAY, NOON TO 6PM. « Midland Park Mall, 697-7911 a
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Suicide watch

FORT WORTH — The former
Naval Academy mi sen-
tenced to life in prisc ,
murder of a romantic rival was

Ih - |I ’
Tuesday night to

job within the dis-
¢4 EeTeaRm
TODAY'S AGENDA

For information on checking out

11:30-12:30 p.m., 987-72866.
Share Success-Basics of Goal
Setting, Mr. Gatti's room

1), 3205 W. Cuthbert Ave, noon,

By Kelley Shannon
Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Huge C-5 cargo planes flown by a
reservist unit at Kelly Air Force Base are joining U.S.
military operations in the Persian Gulf region as ten-
sions heighten with Iraq.

The reservists are part of a growing group of Texas
n}}litar}' personnel involved in the Middle East stand-
off.

Two critical care air transport teams from Wilford
Hall Medical Center in San Antonio have been sent to
Germany in case of a confrontation with Iraq. About
1,000 air-defense soldiers from Fort Bliss in El Paso
have been deployed to the Persian Gulf.

Iraqg’s refusal to permit unrestricted U.N. inspections
of its weapons arsenal is at the heart of the dispute. Pres-
ident Clinton has warned i1t could result in military
action.

The 433rd Airlift Wing at Kelly has been sending C-
5A Galaxy cargo aircraft to Europe and the Middle East

de Amigos.

- Center seeks to teach Hispanic culture through the arts

B! Alice Ashmore_ .
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for about a week, wing spokesman Lt. Col. Meade
Warthen said Wednesday

“The last few days we've been flying missions in sup-
port of the Persian Gulf operation,” Warthen said. "I
cannot go into specifics as far as the cargo.”

Warthen would not say how many flights have been
made. The airlift missions are flown by reservists who
have voluntarily taken time off from their civilian jobs,
Warthen said.

The 433rd Airlift Wing flies 16 of the giant C-5A Galaxy
aircraft, the largest planes in the Air Force. The wing
consists of 3,500 reservists, about 600 of whom work full-
time at the base.

The 433rd often has been called upon to take part in
major military operations, including the Persian Gulf
war in 1991 and peace-keeping missions in Bosnia and
Somalia.

“We always stand ready to fly during any contin-
gency, whether during peace time or during operations
of this kind. We are ready to fly at a moment's
notice,”” Warthen said.

Deaths/2B

The two Wilford Hall Medical Center teams from
LLackland Air Force Base in San Antonio were sent last
Thursday to Germany, said hospital spokesman Lt.
Stephen Thompson.

Each three-person team has a doctor, a respiratory
technician and a nurse and can care for patients.inside
an aircraft as though it were a hospital intensivacare
unit. The team is designed to treat patients more severe-
ly injured than those transported by other air evacua-
tion personnel.

In El Paso, the Army said about 1,000 air-defense sol-
diers from Fort Bliss have been sent to the Persian Gulf.
Army officials have said Patriot missiles are deployed
in Saudi1 Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain

More Patriot troops likely will be sent to the region

in the coming days, said Fort Bliss spokeswoman Jean
Offutt.

Some 5,000 air-defense troops and 5,000 armored cav-

alry troops from Fort Bliss went to the Persian Gulf war
in 1991.

Brian Adamcik/Reporter-Telegram
Yolanda Beliza works with the dancers of the Hispanic Cultural Center of Midland. The troupe rehearsed Tuesday at Casa

panic heritage through the fine arts.

The idea for the HCCM was concelved 1n late 1996, as a
group of 25 children practiced dances for the Mass of the
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. After the successful per-
formance, the mothers of the children began to question
“why can’'t we do this type of dancing all the time?”

“The mothers were very adamant.” said Norma Chavez,
vice president of the HCCM. "The kids liked i1t a lot and 1t

i1s very important for the culture.” she said.

=

the Hispanic Cultural Center of Midland — a new non-prof-
it organization where children can learn about their His-

Staff Writer 1s so diverse — Spaniard, Latino, Cubano, Puerto Ricans

— it was agreed the title was appropriate,” Ms. Garcia said

' [t was a dream that began with lively dance steps and The group hopes to build a child’s positive attitude through
the whirl of colorful Mexican skirts. That vision has become discipline, self-esteem and pride in a multi-cultural group

size or leave out any part of our history.”

The center’'s mission is to preserve the Hispanic culture
through education and the fine arts, said Mozella Garcia.

president of the HCCM. “Since the Hispanic culture itself

“The Mexican culture has a lot of homey feelings — 1t is
very family-oriented and very religion-oriented.” Ms
Chavez said. “I want to pass that on to my Kids."

Several years ago there was a cultural group in Midland
called Ballet Folklorico. The HCCM decided to go with &
new name to show the broader scope of the center. “The
emphasis of Ballet Folkloricq was only on dances of Mex-
ican descent.” Ms. Garcia said. “We did not want to empha-

Though the current dance troupe preforms the traditional
- folk dances of Mexico, Ms. Garcia said the program would

Please see CULTURE/2B

Oprah producer:
No false claims
made on show

| By Mark Babineck
Associated Press

AMARILLO — Oprah Winfrey's staff
had no reason to doubt the truth of her
talk show about ‘‘dangerous foods' " and
didn’t set out to harm Texas cattlemen,
the program’s executive producer testi-
fied Wednesday

The testimony by Diane Hudson and
evidence that included pictures showing
animal parts headed for processing into
animal food came a day after the feder-
al judge in the trial tossed out the part
of the case that Texas cattlemen had
filed under the state’s “‘veggie libel  law.

U'.S. District Judge Mary Lou Robin-
son did not rule the law unconstitution-
al. nor did she throw the whole case out.
as the defense had requested

Instead, jurors returned {rom a four-
day break Wednesday to hear the lawsuit
as a common-law business disparage-
ment case, which forces the cattlemen to
prove not only that Winfrey s show was
false but that she meant to hurt the beef
industry

The cattlemen are suing Ms. Winfrey.
her production company and a vegetar-
1an activist who was a guest on the show
for $12 million, claiming the show caused
cattle prices to plummet

The show's executive producer
Dianne Hudson, flatly denied in testi-
mony Wednesday that the staff intended
te hurt the cattlemen or that there was
anything false about the April 16, 1996,
episode that discussed whether U.S. cat-
tle herds were at risk for mad cow dis-
ease. |

“1I'd never heard of those people or
those companies and they were never
referred to in the broadcast,”” said Ms
Hudson. referring to the cattlemen

Ms. Hudson also said the mad cow seg-
ment didn't even address the beef indus-
trv as a whole. only those sectors that
were allowing processed cattle to be
included in cattle feed. a practice
blamed for spreading the disease In
(G:reat Britain.

“The mad cow segment of the show
focused on a feeding practice done in por-

tions of the beef industry, as we under-
stood it. not all of the beef industry.”” Ms
Hudson said

That feeding custom was voluntarily

banned in the United States shortly

Please see OPRAH/2B

the council.

By Gary Shanks _
Staff Writer

Lee F. Wood Jr. announced his inten-
tion to seek a second term as District
3 representative on the Midland City
Council on Wednesday, vowing to con-
tinue ongoing development and beau-
tification efforts if re-elected.

“Two years ago when I ran for City
Council, I knew [ wanted to serve Mid-
land, but I wasn’t sure what a term on
the council would entail. After almost
completing my first term, | can say it
has been a truly enjoyable experi-
ence,” Wood said at a noon gathering
at the playground area at Grafa Park,
where a number of improvements
have been made during Wood's time on

Ep TobD

“It has been my pleasure to be a part
of one of the most exciting times in the
history of Midland,” Wood added.

Wood, 35, points to increased devel-
opment along Loop 250 and Interstate
20, as well as the new airport terminal
project and the city’'s overall retail
boom. as success stories from his first
term on the council

“In District 3, I'm most proud of the
continued revitalization of Grafa Park
| was able to experience firsthand
what can happen when a neighborhood
comes together to achieve a common
goal,” Wood said.

“‘Over the next three years, [ want to

Please see CANDIDATE/Z2B

TU Electric Midland
District Manager
LuAnn Morgan has
been selected 1998
Distinguished Human
Sclences Alumnl of
Texas Tech. She has
worked for the utility

since 1977.

Midlander to be honored
by alma mater Texas Tech

From Staff Reports

LuAnn Morgan of Midland has been selected as the 1998
Distinguished Human Sciences Alumni of Texas Tech Uni-
versity. The honor is to be presented at the annual Alumni
Awards luncheon March 2 in Lubbock.

Ms. Morgan is the Midland district manager of Texas Util-
ities Electric Co. Her responsibilities include electric service
operations within a 10-county area

Upon graduation from Texas Tech. Ms. Morgan, a native
of Sherman. joined Texas Electric Service Co. in January
1977 as a file clerk. She advanced through the ranks of the
company as cashier, telephone representative. auditor, cus
tomer service representative, engineer representative and
supervisor, until 1992 when she assumed her current duties

Please see MORGAN/2B

Moment of kindness stands out as State Fair memory

Muc-h of the grandiosity of the State Fair of Texas
of old has sort of settled into the dust of memory
Many of the things, then new and innovative in the
post-war 1940s, were impressive, I'm
sure. But they already have blended
into textbook knowledge or have
evolved into the realm of the ordi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>