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bn a special election Saturday

By MARY ALICE ROBBINS
Avalanche-Journal Statf
In an election-eve news conference today spokesmen for the Lubbock Fire
tighters Association charged that city officials have been “on strike' against
property ow n('k who live outside the city limits
ighters claimed that if the city and county could agree on a con
tract to allow Lubbock fire personnel to fight fires in the county. the money

(Sample Ballot, Precinct List
On Page 14, Sec. ()

gencrated tor the city would pay for the additional pay raise the association is

The pay raise and collective bargaining rights issues will be settled by voters

This morning, former firefighter association president Dick Brightwell

harged

The city council has been on strike against the county for two years

'he county refused to pay the price demanded by the city council for fire runs
30 the city council withheld that vital service

As a result, people's homes have been destroved and lives threatened be
cause the city council has ordered Lubbock firefighters to stop at the city lim
its, even when they are within sight of a raging fire that demands their atten-

tion. " Brightwell added

Brightwell called on the council to resume fire service to the county at a

reasonable price,
tinance the firefighters’ request

which he said would provide more than enough money to

loday's charge by the firefighters brings up an old dispute between city and
county officials about fire service to county residents who live outside of Lub-

- Firefighters Close Vote Bid With New Charge

hock The eity and county ended their fire service contract several years ago
alter county commussioners refused to pay the city approximately $1.200 per

fire run

Al the tume of those city-county negotiations
1d that the $1,200 per run was needed to cover the fire department’s addition-

il expense for making runs in the county

inightwell charged that Foster was not
when he submitted that esumated cost for fire runs

Mayor Dirk West took strong exception to the statements made by the fire-
fighters' group and questioned how the issue of county fire service had gotten
s campaign for a pay raise
This 15 none of their (the firefighters) business, nor will it ever be their

See CHARGES HURLED Page 16 J

into the firemen

Fire Chief Tom Foster had

peaking lor the fire department
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Going-to-work traffic piles up
while this Emergency Medical Services attendant helps Cathy
Ramurez, 15, out of her car after it was in collision with a trac

tor-tratler rig about 7 a m today in the 2200-block of Avenue A

-

ibout 15 minutes

Miss Ramurez of 3315 K 13th St. reportedly suffered only minor
injuries and was being treated at West Texas Hospital The
truck dnver was not hurt. Traffic on Avenue A was blocked for
Statt Photo by Paul Moseley
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Nation’s Economy
Escapes Recession

WASHINGTON (AP)— The recession
that was predicted for 1979 never mater
1alized as the economy grew by 2 3 per
cent during the vear, the Commerce De
partment reported today

The economy grew at an annual rate
f 1.4 percent in the fourth quarter last
vear

While a recession was avoided, the in

rease in the nation's gross national

product the total value of all goods
ind services produced was lower in
the last three months of 1979 than had
been expected. This indicates a recession
mav actually be coming 1n 1980

Another strong performance by con-
sulners, who increased their purchases in
the fourth quarter, kept the economy on
the plus side in the October-December
period

Gold Prices
Still Rising
At Markets

LONDON (AP) — Gold opened in Eu-
rope above $800 an ounce for the first
time in history today, after spectacular
new rises in New York and Hong Kong
New York gold prices followed the over-
seas example

The dollar held firm against major
currencies, registering slight gains and
losses in overseas foreign exchange trad-
Ing

Gold trading opened in Zurich at $810
an ounce, and the price hit a world re-
cord of $840 in late trading, a huge
$109.50 advance on Thursday's closing
price

The opening price in London was
$815. and major bullion houses “fixed"”
the afternoon price at $835, a record for
that market and $75 above Thursday's
closing price

New York's gold market followed the
European trend in early trading, with
prices rising more than $30 an ounce to
$833, according to Republic National
Bank. On New York's Commodity Ex-
change, futures contracts for delivery of
gold this month soared about $40 an
ounce to $841.50.

In Hong Kong earlier, the price
soared to a record $832.97 an ounce, then
settled back to close at $810.85. |

Only last Tuesday, the price of gold
hit $700 for the first time after breaking
through $600 on Jan. 3. The metal has
more than doubled in value since the
siege of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran be-
gan on Nov. 4, when gold was worth $381
an ounce.

Obviously. consumers are carrying a

big part of it here, " said one analyst

However, to maintain purchasing
power in the face of nising inflation
Americans saved onlv 3 3 percent of their
income in the fourth quarter at an annual
rate. It was the lowest savings rate for
iny three-month period since the Korean
War in 1950

A recession is said to occur when
there 1s negative GNP growth for two
consecutive quarters. The average 23
percent growth for the vear compared
with 4.4 percent growth in 1978 and 53
percent in 1977

The only negative quarter in 1979 was
the second, when the GNP declined at an
annual rate of 23 percent. The GNP
grew at annual rate of 1.1 percent in the
first quarter and 3 1 percent in the third

The Commerce Department also re-
ported that inflation. as measured by its
broadly based implicit price deflator
was at an annual rate of 8.7 percent in
the fourth quarter and was 8.8 percent
for the entire year That compares with
inflation of 7.3 percent in 1978

The GNP price deflator, which mea-
sures inflation throughout the economy
1s said to provide the best measurement
of underlying inflation in the economy

The consumer price index, by con
trast, has been showing an inflation rate
of 13 percent at the consumer level

The total GNP for 1979 was $2 3685
billion, or nearly $2.5 trillion. After ad-
justing for the effect of inflation, the
GNP was $1431.1 billion. The percen-
tage figures on changes in the GNP are
based on the inflation-adjusted total

The Commerce Department said con-

sumers nareased their purchases of
goods and services by 1 percent in the
fourth quarter to an annual rate of $935 2
billion. Consumer spending rose 16 per
cent for the year

Investment spending decreased in the
fourth quarter, falling nearly 2 percent to
$203 billion at an annual rate, which was
a major negative influence on the GNP

After a drop in GNP in the second
quarter, even Treasury Secretary G Wil-
liam Miller got on the bandwagon by pro-
claiming that the nation was in a reces
sion

But then consumers took over. Even
though inflation and taxes were reducing
the buving power of their income. they
managed to maintain their purchasing
power by saving less

— Af

ghans Fleeing

Russian Forces

By The Associated Press

Soviet troops using helicopter gun-
ships and tanks have forced Afghani
stan's Moslem rebels to retreat to remote
mountain villages, according to reports
reaching Kabul, the Afghan capital city

The Spanish news agency EFE, re-
porting from Kabul, said Soviet helicop-
lers were “‘controlling” guerrilla move-
ments in the interior and near the Paki
stani border. The dispatch was carried in
Madnd

EFE correspondent Jose Luis Vidal
quoted journalists returning from south-
ern Afghanistan near the border with
Iran as saying the rebels appeared

(Other Afghanistan Stories
On Page 6, Sec. A)

“Inghtened by the Soviet armor being
used against them. The journalists, who
were not identified, said the rebels had
no automatic weapons and had fallen
back to mountain villages hidden in the
snow, EFE said
The report said the Afghan army was
patrolling Kabyl and the only visible So-
viet troops were those seen shopping in
the capital's bazaar
The EFE report could not be con-
hirmed
All airline flights from Kabul were
incelled today, delaying the departure
of several dozen American journalists or-
dered to leave the country. Officials at
Delhi Airport in India said the airport in
Kabul apparently was snowed in for the
second time this month. And the Soviets
were reported replacing reservists in
their occupation army with regular
troops
In Pakistan, President Mohammed
Zia ul-Haq derided the reported US. of-
ter of $400 million in aid
That 1s peanuts,” Zia told American
reporters in Rawalpindi Thursday when
asked his opinion of President Carter's
reported offer of $200 million in military
equipment and $200 million in economic
aid over the next two years to offset the
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan
If this is true — | have not heard it
othicially — this is terribly disappoint-
ing, Zia continued. "Pakistan will not
buy its security with $400 million. (That
sum) will buy far greater animosity from
the Soviet Union, which is now more in-
fluential in this region than the United
States
He refused to say how much ad
would satisfy him. But he said he needs
warplanes, anti-aircraft mussiles, anti-
tank weapons and communications sys-
tems to strengthen defenses along Paki-

stan s 1,200-mile western border with Af-
ghanistan

Zia also urged upgrading the 1959
U S.-Pakistan agreement which calls for
consultations in case of attack from a
communist-ruled country

We are looking for a bilateral treaty
in which the integrity and freedom of
Pakistan 1s guaranteed,”” he said. But he

added: 1 do not expect the United
States to send troops to Pakistan, (and) it
would be foolish on my part to expect
that the Americans or Chinese would
fight for the freedom of Pakistan.”

China 1s pouring arms into Pakistan
over the rugged Karakoram Pass and
Pakistan has moved armored forces to
the border with Afghanistan

Iran Feared

Near Chaos

WASHINGTON (AP) — Iran is a na-
tion “on the verge almost of disintegra-
tion,” President Carter's chief spokes-
man said today

White House press secretary Jody
Powell made the comment when asked

(Other Iranian Stories
On Page 18, Sec. A)

whether the U S. embassy hostage crisis
in Tehran. now in its 76th day, would
continue indefinitely

“Nothing is the same from one day to
the next in Iran.” Powell said. “Iran s a
country which is on the verge almost of
disintegration

They are paying a terrible price for
their fascination. their preoccupation
with these hostages,’ he continued *‘The
question arises of who in fact is deter-
mining the fate of Irar: Is it the Avatol-
lah Khomeini” Is it the Revolutionary
Council? Is it this small group of terror-
ists who are holding the hostages”
Meanwhile, the economy is in sham-

bles.” Powell added. *“The military is in
many ways non-existent and disorder and
chaos increase every day in the country

The administration spokesman dec-
lined to say what new action, if any, was
planned to gain freedom for the hos-
tages, who were seized by Iranian mili
tants last Nov_ 4

“We've always felt it's not particular
Iv wise to discuss contingencies or what
steps may or may not be taken " he said
“I think that's a reasonable position to
maintain

But he said the United States would
take economic sanctions against Iran
even though a United Nations Security
Council resolution on sanctions was ve
toed by the Soviet Union

Local Schools Squeezed
By High Operating Costs

By LISA PAIKOWSKI
Avalanche-Journal Staff
While consumers are frantically
counting their pennies in the face of
worsening inflation, Lubbock public
school officials are doing the same in an
eflort to stem the tide of mounting oper-
ating costs that have more than doubled
in the last 10 years
The total cost of operating the schools
has gone from about $20.5 million in 1970

741.1000

Inside Your A-)

ALVIS RAY SANDERS given life sent-
ence in slaying of city man

S,

Page 16, Sec. A

STOCK MARKET heads lower in trading
session
i e . Page 15, Sec. C
Classified Ads ................. 14 C
QRIEE .o cioroivichioitscibnstssscrives 7B
Editorials ...............covvrunein. 1A LUBBOCK FORECAST
Family News .................... 23 B Forecast calls for mostly cloudy
Horoscope .........ccccovvvvrennes 17 A skies through Saturday with a
Jumble .10B chance of showers tonight and Sat-
Kids-Only Club 16 B urday. Tonight's low should be
L SO SO 15 C near 40 with southerly winds at 10
Marmaduke 13 A to 15 mph. High Saturday is ex-
Obituaries ................ 10 A pected to be in the mid-50s
RC““‘OH ................. l.: [B, Weather hllpoﬂ Pl‘Q 13, Sec. B
TT:uten ‘ l&l: g DELIVERY PROBLEM?
i I oisiriosroisvasiorts 1
i3 Progr Call 762-8855 Before 7p.m.
-

. ————— . —

to what will likely total about $47 million
for the current school year. The per-pupil
cost of instruction has increased even

A-J i

Analysis

more — from $630 to an expected $1,600
for 1979-80

At the same time, enrollment since
1970 has declined by almost 3,000 stu-
dents

Those trends reflect the situation in
districts all over the country where costs
have far surpassed growth of the Con-
sumer Price Index

Ronnie Gooch, assistant superintend-
ent for business affairs for the school dis-
trict, said the economic crunch has hit
just about every phase of school opera-
tions

“1 don’t know where the end 1s,
Gooch said

The financial pinch has resulted in
cutbacks and belt-tightening in areas
ranging from salaries to capital outlay

“One place to significantly cut the
budget is salary — and that's people,"
Gooch said.

He explained that because salaries
represent about 78 percent of the dis-
trict’s budget, the trimming of expendi-
tures would be most effective in that
large area.

He continued that if the district chose
jumps” during state legislative years,

'

to cut out all capital outlay, for instance,
it wouldn't have a significant impact on
the budget. One percent of the budget is
capital outlay
Gooch said that although salaries
have gone up every year, with “sizable
teacher pay has not kept up with infla-
tion rates as have other items in the
budget
The necessity of helping teachers bat
See SCHOOL COSTS Page 16

We've been in consultations with
our allies about their positions on these
matters and | must say those talks have
been extremely productive,” he said.

Powell said letters sent by hostage
Robert C. Ode that complain of inade-
quate food. exercise and sleep, among
other deprivations, confirmed long-held
contentions by the administration that

See IRAN FEARED Page 16

Supervisor
Slain At
Refinery

CHALMETTE. La. (AP) — An equip-
ment supervisor directing traffic outside
the strikebound Tenneco Oil Co. refinery
here was shot to death early today by a
striker, officials said

St. Bernard Sheriff Ralph McDougall
said the striker. identified as Edward
Masseyv. was booked into the parish jail
A deputy said the charge was murder

He identified the victim as John
Hurst. who officials said had worked for
Tenneco for 28 years

Harold Salles, local president of the
0i1l. Chemical and Atomic Workers Un-
ion which has been on strike since Jan. 8
in a nationwide contract dispute, imme-
diately withdrew all pickets from the re-
finery

‘We've pulled them all down,”” Salles
said. "'l have no intention of putting
them back up, out of remorse for what
happened.”

The strikers, visibly shaken, gathered
at union headquarters. a temporary
building set up nearby. Chalmette is a
New Orleans suburb. and the refinery
sits on the Mississippi River

Don Brown, a spokesman for the re-
finery. said Hurst was one of three em
ployees directing traffic to the contrac-
tor’s entrance of the plant, where super-
visors were reporting for work

“They were standing beside a pickup
truck — a company truck,” he said. “Di-
rectly across the street . was another
pickup. Several shots were fired from
that pickup

“As nearly as we can determine, four
shots from a largealiber rifle struck our
maintenance supervisor,” Brown said
“He was dead at the scene and taken to
the St. Bernard coroner’s office.”

The two workers with him, a man and

See SLAYING Page 16

Winter Storm Aims
Blow At Southwest

A-J News Services

Heavy snow fell in the central Rocky
Mountain region today, as winter storm
warnings went up from the California
mountains to the Midwest, and forecast-
ers said the storm system now over Utah
would bring an end to unseasonably
warm weather in much of the Southwest

Heavy snow warnings were issued to-
day for the mountains of Colorado and
Wyoming, extending into the Great
Plains states of Nebraska and Kansas to-
night. Travel advisories were issued for
sections of Arizona and the mountains of
New Mexico

Clouds moved into the South Plains
early today, and a fogged-over Lubbock
had a trace of raift'in parts of the city this

A

morning. Low visibility and slick streets
apparently contributed to a rash of traff-
ic accidents

The police department reported 21 ac-
cidents on city streets between 7:45 am
and 10:30 a.m., but there were no serious
injuries.

Chances for more rain appeared good,
with forecasters predicting a 30 percent
probability tonight and a 40 percent like-
lihood on Saturday.

The extended West Texas forecast
calls for scattered showers and cold
weather Sunday and Monday and rain

possibly mixed with snow Sunday in’

northern Panhandle.
The heavy low cloudiness and fog this
See SNOW FALLS Page 16
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DR. LAMB

By LAWRENCE LAMB, M.D.

DEAR DR. LAMB — I've read
several of your columns about people
having excess gas and, as a result, |
learned about my own condition. I've

1 was never bothered when I was
away from home so it had to be some-
thing I was doing when [ was home. |
always took my teeth out (lower
plate) when I was home Would you
believe that was when I swallowed
air? | had gotten to the place where |
was afraid to eat and lost needed
weight. I've already helped one friend

your helpful letter and congratula-
tions on finding out why you were
swallowing air. Your observation is
consistent with the point that anyone
who has ill-fitting dentures is apt to
be an air swallower. So good teeth
and wearing them does help prevent

Swallowed Air

expressing this to other readers, I am
sending you The !{ealth Letter num-
ber 6-8, Controlling Gaseousness. Oth-
er readers who want this issue can
send 75 cents with a long, stamped,

York, NY 10019

I hope your thoughtful suggestion
will be of use to others who have the
habit of not wearing their teeth or
who need dentures or use improperly
fitting dentures

DEAR DR. LAMB — When I went
to have my prescription for Colbe-

;m»d as Colbenemid and can I buy it
wer the counter”

DEAR READER — The little tag
vou sent me savs, ‘' This drug is availa-
ble in cost saving generic. Please ask
us about 1t " That means that vour
ph 1c1st gave you exactly the same

ine as vou've been getting all

as effective

The difference here is the brand
name. | know this is confusing to the
public but we've had to put up with it
in non-medical items for a long time

brand name but its generic name,
meaning its chemical name, should be
sodium bicarbonate. Buying sodium
bicarbonate might be cheaper than
buying one of the brand names of bak-
ing soda

Aspirin is sold under different
brand names but it's all acetylsalicylic
acid The exceptions to this are aspi-

er hear doctors say take two acetylsal-
icylic acid tablets and call me in the
morning. And if they did, the patients
would probably say, ‘What?"

In anv case, don't worry about the
medicine vour pharmacist gave you
It's the same thing you ve been taking
all along
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By United Press International

Following is a sample of what the na-
tion’s newspapers have been saying this
week
Worcester (Mass.) Telegram

Around the world there is gloom lest
the “Cold War" be revived in the wake of
Afghanistan

There are solemn warnings against
“Cold War rhetoric” and “Cold War re-
actions,” as if the main danger to the
world lay in those two words

But there is a lot to be said for the
Cold War. A lot more than can be said for

detente,” for instance

In international relations, it is impor-
tant to see things as they really are. De-
tente is a word and a concept that
masked the reality. Cold War, for all its
harshness, is closer to the mark

Consider what happened under ... de-
tente. The Soviet Union clinched its vie-

" tory in Vietnam, got a stranglehold on

Ethiopia, took over Angola with the help
of its Cuban myrmidons, infiltrated
South Yemen, backed terrorism in var-
ious forms on three continents, squashed
its dissidents, installed new nuclear-
tipped missiles in Eastern Europe and
aimed at Western Europe, tried to topple
the government of Saudi Arabia. sus-
tained the biggest buildup in arms histo-
rv, and finally invaded Afghanistan . in
the most brutal conquest since Adolph
Hitler

During all that, our government
bravely tried to find reasons to believe
that tensions were lessening and that the
Soviets had abandoned their expansionist
goals. Afghanistan has killed that illu-
sion

there is no room in the Marxist dog-

ma for such things as "'peaceful coexist-
ence,” “detente,”’ or internationa! coop-
eration as we understand the terms
Those are mere propaganda devices to
lull the naive

As 1t was In the beginning, 1s now and
shall ever be. Marmusm by definition
means a permanent Cold War with the
free world until the free world 1s con-
quered

It's best to recognize the truth, un-
lovelv as it may be

No Tears For Detente

St. Louis Globe-Democrat

It 1s said that detente is dead. But
how can something die when it never
lived?

From its first day detente was a
sham, an hallucination of American for-
eign policy makers. The Russians never
subscribed to 1t, and used it totally for
their advantage

During the detente period the Rus
sians, while talking of limiting weapons
under SALT I and SALT II. launched the
greatest military buildup in their history
and lulled the US. into decreasing milhi-
tary spending. As a result, the US lost
its supremacy and now is in danger of be-
coming militarily" inferior to the Rus-
1ans

There should be no tears for detente
It was a giant dirty trick played on the
1'S by the crafty. double-dealing Rus-
sians  President Carter. who is left hold-
ing the bag. should begin at once to re
bulld US military forces as rapidly as
possible

Decision Supported

Scripps-Howard Newspapers

President Carter’s decision to have
the government buv up grain that won't
be sold to the Soviet Union is the right
one

It should stabilize the market to a

large extent and keep both farmers and'

grain dealers from taking a financial
beating. And to the extent that it will
cost the government money, it will
spread the finanaal sacrifice involved in
the embargo over the taxpaying public
rather than concentrating it on a small
segment
If the best of circumstances prevail

no one will get hurt much, not even the
taxpavers. The government presumably
can recoup most of its $2 25 billion cost
bv selling the grain later. And . . produc-
ing gasahol from some of the grain would
add to the energv supplies

But the best of circumstances don't
always prevail It is widely expected that
the market will still sag somewhat and
farmers will get less for future produc-
tion. . Also, it isn't clear where the gov-
ernment will find a market later for all
the grain it will own: facilities to produce
the amounts of gasahol the White House
envisions are not available vet. it's ques-
tionable that alcohol needed for the gasa-
hol will net much in the energy picture
since its production consumes about as
much energy as it creates

But the embargo was a necessary re-
taliatory step against the Soviet Union’s
invasion of Afghanistan. It is only fair to
share the sacrifice and cushion the shock
as best we can against those at home
most affected by it

Bases Necessary

Newport (R.L) Dally News

President Carter (should).. take ser-
iously offers of bases and airfields to the
United States by Somalia, Egypt and Is-
rael. (and) resist his moral qualms and
sensitivity about whether we would of-
fend those who hate us already...

.we are pleased to see that Ameri-
cans already are testing out the skies
above Egypt. It is in the interest of the
United States and these other countries
to counter the Soviet Union’s invasion of
Afghanistan, which gives that country
the ability to cut off our access to oil.

To those who think that the current
Soviet moves are unrelated to anything
except an interest in protecting “com-
munism” in Afghanistan, whatever that
is, may we point out that the foreign poli-
cy of Russia today remains exactly what
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it was in the days of the tsars and tsari-
nas..to move into the warm waters of
the Mideast and to take over the Asian
subcontinent. .

And that is what Russia is doing to-
day. Wake up, America.

Excel At Overkill

Durham (N.C.) Morning Herald

Washington bureaucrats excel at over
kill.. The latest example lies in the issu-
ance of federal fuel assistance checks

Most of the poor who receive Supple-
mental Security Income payments also
are receiving a one-time payment rang-
ing up to $250 under the new "‘energy cri-
sis assistance program.” But in at least
one state where figures are available,
Michigan, 15 percent of the recipients
live in institutions where they do not in-
cur separate heating costs.

When questioned..., a spokeswoman
for the Social Security Administration,
which administers the fuel assistance
program, said it was not a mistake: the
checks were mailed deliberately without
regard for the recipients’ living arrange-
ments — in the interest of speed of deliv-
ery

The fuel assistance progri is expect-
ed to cost $1.35 billion. Of th total, §1.2
billion is being distributed by ue Depart-

ment of Health, Education and Welfare
as energy allowances and $400 million is
allocated to recipients of Supplemental
Security Income

If the number of recipients living in
institutions in other states is anywhere
near the number in Michigan — and it
probably is — there is reason to send up
a cry of dismay and anger

As one local wag put, “With taxes the
way they are, the government might as
well take out a second mortgage on my
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Newspaper Says ‘Cold War’ Closer To Reality

house — and it won't pay my heating
bills. "

Carter’s Veto Upheld

Los Angeles Times

On first hearing, President Carter's
veto of a study of Agent Orange, a defol-
iant used in Vietnam, makes him sound
like some heartless ogre. But closer ex-
amination shows that he did what he had
todo

The bill ... also would have allowed
the director of the Office of Technology

Assessment, an employee of Congress, to
veto the format of the study. Carter said
that, while he strongly favored the study,
he simply couldn't go along with that
provision

The battle over congressional at-
tempts to control executive and regulato-
ry decisions through what is known as
the legislative veto has been going on for

some time. The issue is too important to
be approached obliquely, tacked on to a
health study. And the health study — to
determine whether exposure to Agent
Orange may have caused the skin, heart,
lung and nervous disorders now being
suffered by some Vietnam veterans — is
too important to become a pawn in the
legislative veto game ( \\\
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Famous maker sleepwear in nylon
tricot. Many styles and colors, <1zes
s.m.l. Orig. $12-524, 5.99-11.99.

* Sleepwear
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7.99-14.99. * Sweaters

Select group of sweaters in assorted
colors and sizes. Turtlenecks, car-
digans and pullovers. Orig, $14-524,

save up to

3%

save up to

40%

/ Junior related separates including

skirts, blazers, pants, blouses, vests!
5-13. Orig. $24-567, 15.99-43.99.

e Career Juniors

Shop Dillard’s in South Plains Mall Monday thru Saturday 10-9
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TORIAL:
Bargaining Is No Bargain
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| l led. | reached | ) my
” 2 14:1 " n 1 0
out illfold, and pulled out
$10 hills He snatched them from my

rg " he caid. Now he was speak-
He grabbed the
my left wrist 'The

hbed again with his con

«d 2 watch on

I remember pleacing with him. “[t's a cheap
watch, I said * Wait a minute  He was shouting
¢ now, the tension nbing in his voice
I have limited use of my right hand, a chronic
ises my finger tips to split open, and
wear a white cotton glove. Clumsi-
[ tried to unfasten the strap on the watch

{ IT WOULDN'T GIVE. “My God,” I thought to

I L Was : myself, “he’s going to kill me for a $20 Timex

the door on ‘river o tossed a ~ watch " At last the strap came free. He seized the
watch and spun around

the door. There was a So far as I can recall, his companion had said not

| dy ! 12 it in an open position. This  one word. The two of them ran off, loping more

: t Ur than running, across a playground and up an em-

it, got behind the

John D. Lofton:

OPM Gets Seal Of Disapproval S

WASHINGTON —~In terms of its actual cost, or
1 percentage ot the tederal budget or the gross
national product. the amount of money spent to
¢n the otheial seal of the Oftice of Personnel
Management 1s but a mere drop in the national
government s bucket
But it s the principle of the thing that is distress-
ing The OPM is the new agency that replaces the
ald Cwvil Service Commussion, taking over most of
| tirst ran across the OPM ‘s new official seal in a
recent issue of the Federal Register. This seal
ok« like the kind of thing that might be designed
the average * B student in a high school in
L arts class
It consists of the words

United States Office of

Personnel Management™ in a’ circle  Inside the

circle s a five-pointed pentagon-hike design. Each

point of this star s n:.Ljv up of five small profiles
three black, two white

Ik, FEDERAL REGISTER notice said that if
| wanted turther information | should contact Ste
chuel of OPM s Public Services Sec-

Van Re

S coning  turther anformation. 1 contacted
ng lum “How much did this seal cost
W Hees sad he knew, but he didn't want to
me He said he would get back to me A cou

ple ot days later he did Rees said the seal, de

some people at the Ih;ullud nt ol Agn
tan estimated $8.000

Now there are g couple of interesting questions

JOSEPH SOBR I\:

Do-It-Yourself Moral Rights

WASHINGTON ~Rights multiply like rabbits
n nights, cvil rights, women's rights, gay
tionul nights  how do you sort them

Many ot the alleged nghts rest on sleight. Take

rg D homosexuals have nghts” Of
they do It follows. then that one has a
nght to commit homosexual acts, no

No  Thieves have nights but it doesn't follow
t they have a nght to steal The question, real
ne of Justice The issue 1sn't who has rights
Il do-—~but what each has a nght to do. Does

n have a nght to steal” To commut a homo

Y
l American Cwal Liberties Union has eranked
t dozens of books on the nights of government
emploves, servicemen. convicts, tenants, mentally
tarde 1’ people, old. peog lr students. teachers
t about any other group vou can conceive

LCH H\\l'HIN RS CAN be uselu! enougt

there | ethung irrational. something bel
femands tor rights that refuse to a
wledge a price in obhigations. Your right 1s my

I vou have a night to wellare. I have an obliga
n to provide tor vou The producer is the forgot
t of the nghts that are put on the
char card
\ta !.u[u r level the modern world has severed
rights trom any framework of piety —the sense of
y moral order to which man 1s subordinate. Ear
lier cand saner) generations would say that any
t to do X depends on whether it s night to do

in give a social answer to whether X 1s
cally night, but society must recognize and
he treedom to do X by those who
\ 35 OKay, or at east deny that it is wrong
ITS SOCIAL CONTRACT theory run amok
You cant have a moral obligation, in the tradi
1ve voluntarily signed up
for it Morality 15 supposed to be the servant of
dividuai candidate for fel-

ted to roll his own morals
'

{ evor
[hus we are told that no woman should be

ed to have an unwanted child
We ve decreed that having intercourse creates
r y for the result. What's odd is that

ipphied this consistently . the forgotte

¢ havent n
i1 well ther

\len should have the same {reedom from un
ted children If a wife can abort a child .u'
wr husband s consent or even knowledge 1t
m only fair that he ~':.r;‘2.‘» able to re
e responsibility for any ;-

hers alone, the r

i bl n\
e hers alone Imposing an unw mnmr
in should be grounds for divorce, with !?.'x

bankment I ran back to the Star, erying
at the top ot my lungs

Funny thing [ was able to call my sécretary and
to tell her calmly to get at the business of report
ing the stolen credit cards and driver’'s license
Then shock set 1n

Shock. humiliation, shame, rage. tears, aching
legs, tightness in the chest, slurred speech. [ could
not get my breath It 1s an awful thing, a terrifving
thing, to be dominated, to be helpless, to know
tark, sobbing fear

A police ofticer tried to reassure me | had done
exactly the night thing, he said, 1n not resisting, He
wished all robbery victims showed the same good

poilice

I AM 59 YEARS old. I am' in my 40th year as a
newspaperman  We newsmen are supposed to
have exceptional powers of observation

I could not tell the police whether the two men
had mustaches: 1 could not describe the pants
they were wearing | never saw their faces clearly
I am a fair judge of time My guess is that the inci-
dent didn’t consume 30 seconds

Twenty-four hours later, as [ write, I am stll
shaky

[ fantasize: I had hidden a pistol on the floor of
the car, and instead of cupmel) handmg over my
billfold 1 had made a lightning grab for my gun,
shot the two punks in their bellies, and laughed as
they fell to the pavement. And so on. The truth is,
I was scared out of my wits

I see by the FBI Crime Reports that in 1978, a
robbery occurred every 76 seconds—417,000 such
crimes in all. I was lucky. The off-duty police offi-
cer, mugged earlier that day, was killed

about this matter First, the OPM employs four
tull-time graphies people. The head of OPM's
graphics department is a GS-12 who makes $29.641
Jveal

The three GS-11s who work under this individu-
al each make $22.672 vearly. Question: Why
couldn t OPM's own graphics people design their
agency s seal” Another question: Why didn't OPM
hold a contest to get its new seal designed”

I'his would have cost virtually nothing to con-
duct, and concewably could have come up with a
suitable design

WHEN | ASKED Ann Brassier, director of
OPM s Oftice of Management, how she justified
spending $8.000 on her agency s seal, she replied

Well, I don't know We feel we did it in the
most cost-effectne way we could using the re-
sources avatlable to us. We think we got a good
product for a reasonable price It was a reasona-
ble effort in a reasonable cost range

But why didn t the OPM give its own graphics
people a crack at this project” After all, you have
a tull-time stait ot four who do this kind of thing
Brassier says

This design was an effort of an extraordinary
nature. We don't have this degree of skill on our
statle Our people are fully occupied working on
less extraordinary eftorts

OK. SO WHAT about holding a contest” Why
wasn t this done” Brassier explains

We considered this, but the government, as a

matter ot pohiey, through Endowment for the

father rehieved of uny duty of supporting the child
For nine nfonths, according to the champions of
shortion nights. the father has no more right in his
own biclogical chuld than o man who s totally un
telated tont &
It seems o cruel violation of the whole modern
dea ot rights toansist on his relation at the whim

the small society

Arts. has a design image that will further its mis
<on You may not find that agreeable, I may not
personally find this agreeable
But it 1s the way we design things. not through

contests. That mav have been worthwhile. We
considered 1t but decided it wouldn't be consistent
with the government-wide policy on how design 1s
to be done

The law doesn t prohibit the use of a contest to
design seals does 1t, I ask” “No, not at all.”" she
SAVS

Ann Brassier says that all of my questions are
good ones, that | raise vahd points But, she says

I must say | ve not felt called upon to defend the
appropriateness of our seal

And herein hes the problem. Too much of what
government does 1s not really all that accountable
Too many things done by federal bureaucrats are
not questioned. Too many people in government
are not called upon to defend their actions

THE COST OF $8.000 to design a new seal for
the Otfice of Personnel Management is a nidicu-
lous waste of public funds

I'be wayv in which the OPM went about having
its new seal designed 1s just one small example of
why the 1981 federal budget will be over $600 bil-
lion

People who spend other people s money just ar
en t as caretul about spending this money as are
people who spend their own money

This 1s why evervthing theé government does s
Iéss ethicient and more expensive than when these
Same things are done by the private sector

v M‘ Fs

ol the mother Why keep the old dea of parental
ubligation tor only one parent”

jut ot course 1t s the whole modern idea of
tights that s shaky amd. ultimately, murderous
We have duties whether we want them or not
I hat s a truth the ideologues of the ACLLU and the
Supreme Court are powerless to repeal

by Brickman

WERE BEING HELD
TO?AY WHOM
WoUL? You PReFER ”\
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WHITE HOUSE...
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Svlvia Porter:

Put Squeeze On Seller
When You Get ‘Lemon’

WASHINGTON —The fact that we in the United
States are the owners of more than 1 bilhon home
apphances, small and large, IS convenience car-
ned to a new dimension

But the miseries of repairing and servicing all
these appliances also can be agony in a new di-
mension

When was the last time you brought home some
brand-new gadget, found it to be a lemon, then
struggled through the utterly frustrating experi-
ence of having the dealer who sold it to you pass
the buck to some huge and distant manufacturer,
who maintained a stony silence for weeks before
even acknowledging vour complaint, much less
fixing the appliance”

But do you know what to do about these infun

ting situations” Do vou know how to complain
and get action”

BASIC RULES ON complaining

Here's what—and how

(1) Go back to the dealer who sold you the prod
uct. or to the service agency to which he directs
vou, and complain—loudly. Take the ailing prod-
uct with you (unless it's a refrigerator or a stove
or some other monolith) and the onginal sales
\h;»

Give the dealer all such pertinent details as the
dgte of the purchase, the date on which the prob-
lem arose, a description of the problem and. if you
could not take appliance for any reason, the iden-
tification number of the machine

Don't threaten; this will only turn people off
Let the facts speak for themselves. And don't ac-
cost an innocent salesgirl who has neither the
know-how nor the authority to handle your prob-
lem

If you document your case well, the normal
channels of complaint usually will work.

2 IF THE DEALER or service agency refuses
to help, then write or telephone the manufactur-
ers customer relations department. Again, state
the key facts clearly

Send photocopies of canceled checks and pre-
vious correspondence if yow can. Never, never
send your only and original documents

(3 If this doesn’t produce results, write to the
company's president, again coldly stating the
facts Indicate at the bottom of your letter that
copies are being sent to a variety of consumer or-
ganizations

(4) Send copies of your letter to your local con-
sumer protection organization and also to such or-
ganizations as the Office of Consumer Affairs in
Washington, Consumers Union and your local Bet-
ter Business Bureau. \

WHEN THE BETTER Business Bureau re-
ceives a complaint, it contacts the company in-
volved and tries to arrange a settlement. In some
cases, arbitration is used.

Because the Better Business Bureau makes con-
tact with a company's top managers, reasonable
complaints are fairly often settled satisfactorily.

(5) Be constructive all along the line. If you have
a suggestion on how the company or the dealer or
the manufacturer could avoid the problems you
are complaining about, include this suggestion in
your correspondence. Propose a specific remedy.

Do vou want a refund” Repairs” Replacement”
An apology” Be fair and realistic'about what you
propose

6 DON'T TRY TO be an amateur lawyer or
insist on vour rights. The company or person to
whom you are complaining probably knows a lot
more about your rights than you do

7 It you are complaining in wnting for the
umpteenth time, give the dates of previous com-
plaints

(8 If vou have bought the unsatisfactory or un-
delivered merchandise on a charge account, tell
the store you don t intend to pay for it until a fair
adjustment has been made

91 I 1t's an apphance, and if the manufacturer
15 unresponsive, send all pertinent information to
the Major Appliance Consumer Action Panel or

complaint exchange  operated by the Associa-
tion of Home Apphance Manufacturers in Chica-
g0

(101 Tell vour problem to vour local newspaper
in the form of a letter to the city editor. a tip to
the consumer “action line " desk, a telephone re-
quest for help

DONT EXAGGERATE. don't dramatize. just
tell 1t the way it 1s. There 1s no more powerful
weapon than publicity

Above all: Don't fail to complain if you feel you
have a valid gripe—not only about a money loss
but also about rude salespeople. deceptive adver-
tising. late deliveries, confusing warranties or out-
right gvps

It may be embarrassing to admit vou ve been
had. but vour complaints<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>