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MISD closes enrollment at Bonham Elementary
Smaller campuses will take new students who move into district

By Meredith Moriak ber of students forced the district to close enrollment on a  school started last year, according to Warren
Staff Writer campus for the first time in her 25 years with MISD. With a campus the same size as the district’s junior
Steps were taken to avoid the move. Since the school high schools, Jolly said the decision to close enrollment
Midland ISD has taken the unusual step of closing year began, MISD reported adding five teachers and six was made to offer students and staff stability
Bonham Elementary School to additional enrollment be-  portable buildings to the west Midland campus. On Tues- Warren said the district had run out of room to add ad-
cause district officials reported a 10 percent increase in day, Superintendent Ryder Warren approved the addition  ditional portables and said the district had no other
the number of students on its campus compared to the of another kindergarten class, raising the number of options.
first day of school. classes to seven in both kindergarten and first grade. Jolly Though new teachers have been added. Bonham has
School officials reported Bonham's enroliment has in- said 1t 1s typical for an MISD campus to have three or not added support staff members. Warren said administra
creased from 707 to 774 students in less than two months.  four classes in those grade levels. tors from the central office and MISD’s smaller campuses
They said Wednesday it was difficult to plan for the Records show enrollment at Bonham on the first day of  will help the Bonham staff with their needs
growth they have seen at Bonham since the first day of school last year (2010-11) was 58] students and that the Families that move into the Bonham distnct will have
school. number of students at Bonham has increased by more the option of t‘."ﬂfﬂ“lng theiwr children at Campuses W 1th
In fact, Linda Jolly, executive director of elementary than 30 percent in less than 14 months. Districtwide en- room for growth. Long Elementary School will accept all
education and federal programs, said the increased num- rollment has increased by more than 1,200 students since Please see BONHANMNV4A
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Heroes
Banquet to
honor local
e R e Democrats

. SOP O v SO
y @ 5y o) ' 4 . Yy T LY X .
NSRS "&*t:o“"a't’o*f NSO S Y 1 e
R S AKX XXX
KR
X ‘. &'y X
x X KX

Ve

i,

a¥e
’ i"*"#’*."" ;’.}’

S

:"h‘* A X
h ¥

A

oe% st o XA By Kathleen Thurber
X A .fi-’ O X X

Y X \fu” Hv'!:'f"

&

Four Midland Democrats will be
AIMOnNg those honored next week as parl
of the sixth annual Heroes Banquet

Banquet Chairman John Wilkins said
organizers clected to honor a group thi
year rather than just one person becau
several area Democrats have made
nificant contributions to the party

“We have so many people whe
worked Lilll}_‘t.':ﬂi"- 1O Many yodl
Wilkins saind

Six individuals and hive coupls
be recognized. including Midlan
David Rosen, Dallas “Daliy W
Pat and David Weaver

Wilkins said while the Permian B
clearly 1s a Republican stronghold

these Democrats. along with othe
have worked to keep |
port system going

Z }h"»ll‘llhl‘u Lhis 18 A Ha'; LIDVIC
and has been. especially Madland
('uunl} Ector County has trended
way, 100, as most ol West lexa .
“l“\”]'ﬂ nllt*. 11}1 lh_"!'::nh.' 18 H
—— this area. we want | oW Thatl
RS still alive

Cindeka Nealy/Reporter-Telegram Pat and David Weaver wel
~ - tor their longtime support ol the |
Jeremy Entrekin, left, and Jose Rosales haul a section of the nylon windscreen away Monday at Christensen Stadium. The wind- ::1T\lh:i]|[.n..*”f W'i | ¢, it

screen is In the process of being replaced.

Plcase see B \\(‘)l ET/4A
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By Richard S. Dunham

-Houston Chronicle

LAS VEGAS — Rick Perry is betting
the (White) House on a flat tax.

After weeks of hinting about the con-
tents of his economic-recovery package,

the Texas governor and Republican presi-

dential candidate announced Wednesday
that he was embracing the concept of a
flat tax to give the nation a jolt of eco-

nomic growth.

INSIDE

Perry supports flat-tax proposal to spark economic growth

conservative Republican told an he told the crowd. "I am going to give the
enthusiastic audience gathered iIn  Amernican people a huge. big old helping

Perry did not release details of a
flat-tax proposal, which for the

first tme would tax nch and a Las Vegas casino lhca_ler fre- of unbndled truth: that we can 't continue
poor Americans at the same 1n- quently used by comedienne to spend what we are spending: that we
come tax rate, but he said he Joan Rivers. can’'t avoid entitlement reform because we

In a feisty speech to the West-
ern Republican Leadership Con-
ference, Perry positioned himself

was in favor of “scraping — ¢x-
cuse me, scrapping the three mil-
lion words of the current tax

are afraid of third rail pohtics.
Aides say Perry would full in details of
his flat-tax plan next Tuesday in a speech

code.” as a political outsider battling the

“l want to make the tax code so simple Republican establishment, Beltway pun- in South Carolina. the must-win state
that even (Treasury Secretary) Timothy dits and double-talking presidential rivals.  Where he announced his presidential can
Geithner can file his taxes on time,” the Unlike some other unnamed candidates, Please sce PERRY/4A
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It’s happening

. This week

Today
-~ ® Midiand Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce Annual
Meeting and Awards Banquet,
11 am., Hiton Midiand Plaza.
Caivin Davis, district director
for the West Texas District
Office of the U.S. Small Bus:
ness Association, will be the
guest speaker. To purchase
tickets call 682-2960

® The Lone Star Brass,

11:45 a.m., Atrium at ClayDes-

ta. Admission: Free.
® Laura Bush Literacy Pro-

gram reading event, 4:30 p.m_,

Bush Childhood Home. Space
S imited so call 685-1112 10
reserve a space for your chiid

8 Culnary Canvas. a
fundraiser for the West Texas
Food Bank, 6:30 p.m., CAF
Museum's Main Hangar, 6400
wrnght Drive. Singer B.J
Thomas will perform_ Tickets
$50 Available at the West
Texas Food Bank's homepage
www. wixtoodbank. org

® The Phyllis & Bob Cowan
Performing Arts Senes pres-
ents Barrage performing “Ani-
mado!” 7 p.m_, Chaparral Cen-
ter. Admission Free. Call 685-
4526 or order onhine www.mid-
andcoliegefoundation org

@ 1 /th annual Family of the
Year Banquet at Green Tree
Country Club. Guest speaker
Abby Rike Call Samaritan
Counseling Center. 563-4144

Saturday

8 Midiand Downtown Farm-
ers Market. 9am-1 pm_. 501
W. Texas Ave under the
green

@ Fall Gathering Ranch Sto-
rytelling, Haley Memorial
Library & History center, 1805
W Indiana Ave For nforma-
hon. call. 682-5785

@ Healthy U Health Fair. 10
am-2 pm _ Horseshoe Tick-
gts Free

8 Midiand Humane Coali-
tion's Fur Ball Gala, 6 p.m.,

Midland Country Club. For tick-
ét, table and sponsorship Infor-

mation, call Susie Hitchcock-
Hall at 570-4040

Meetings schedule

Midiand Crime Prevention
Commission

7 p.m. today

Third floor classroom Police
Department

601 N. Loraine St

Midiand-Odessa Urban
Transit District Board
Noon Oct. 26 (usually) third

Wednesday of the month
MOTOR board room

Wright Office Complex,

Dolly P. Doctor, ML

- Board Certified in internal Medicine
Practicing ?ﬁ!ma' Meawcine & Banatrics (Obesity Treatment)

»
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- Diabetes / High Sugar » Migh Blood
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© Abdomnal Pain / Acid Reflux » Emphysema / Asthma Brone
’ Allergies + Osteoporosis + Annual Physical E
Cancer Screening * Pap Smears / |
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Cindeka Nealy/Reporter-Telegram

RockHounds General Manager Monty Hoppel, from left, and Midland City Manag-
er Courtney Sharp listen Tuesday as Mayor Wes Perry talks about the economic
impact the Scharbauer Sports Complex has had on the city of Midland.

Suite 1, 9601 Wright Drive
Today in history

Today is Thursday, Oct. 20,
the 293rd day of 2011. There
are 72 days left in the year

On this date:

in 1803, the U.S. Senate rat-

fied the Louisiana Purchase
In 1968, former first lady
Jacqueline Kennedy married
Greek shipping magnate Aris-
totle Onassis.
Five years ago: President
George W. Bush conceded in

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water,
Outdoor Rooms, Low Volitage Lighting Systems

UPHi

an Associated Press interview
that “right now, it's tough” for
American forces in irag, but
the White House saixd he woulid
not change U.S. strategy in the
face of pre-election polls indi-
cating voters were upset
Today's birthdays: Singer
Tom Petty is 61. Actor Viggo
Mortensen s 53. Political com-
mentator and blogger Michelle
Malkin is 41. Rapper Snoop

Dogg is 40
Source: The Associated

un Facts Sponsored by

FRANKLIN AFOLlAGE

“Serving West Texas Since 1981”7

 685-3521

horses and burros Nov. 3-5 at
Ector County Coliseum.

Adoption begins with com-
petitive bids at 2 p.m. Nov. 3.
First-come-first-served adop-
tions follow until 6 p.m. that day
and then 8 am.-6 p.m. Nov. 4
and 8 a.m.-noon Nowv. 5.

TO quaiity to adopt an ani-
mal, persons must be at least
18, have a minimum of 400
square feet of corral space per
animal, with free access 10
lood, water and shelter. The
standard adoption fee is $125
and bidding will start at that
amount. BLM pays a one-time
$500 care-and-feeding
allowance 10 those who agopt
horses at least 4 years oid

For more information, call
866-468-7826 or vist
Www.Dim.gov/nm.
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Poll: Pu

By

half say the president does
not deserve re-election.

Among Republicans, the
desire to oust Obama is
Clear, u:cadmg (0 a new
AP-GfK poll. But it has
not resolved divisions over
the choice of a nominee.
Former Massachusetts
Gov. Mitt Romney is rea-
sonably popular, but he has
not pulled away from the
field.

Former pizza company
executive Herman Cain
runs close to Romney as
the candidate Republicans
would most like to see on
the ballot, but many Re-
publicans are reluctant to

back a man who has never
held office. Gov. Rick

" Perry lags in the poll,

.
PERMIAN BASIN
3300S. FM 1 /88
Midland, I X 79706

432.561.5915

877.821.1758
www. bcapermianbasin . com

which was conducted be-
fore Tuesday night's com-
bative debate in Las Vegas.

In that two-hour forum,
several candidates sharply
criticized Cain's tax pro-
posals, and a newly ener-
gized Perry hit Romney
hard on immigration.

In the poll, Romney was
the choice of 30 percent of
Republicans, with Can
about even at 26 percent.
Perry was preferred by 13
percent, and Rep. Ron Paul
of Texas topped the list of
those in single digits.

Among all adults sur-
veyed, half said Obama
should not be re-elected,

| \I'\.\

and 46 said he
should be. That continues
his gradual slide since

%nﬂdﬂum

asked about hypothetical
head-to-head matchups,
Obama and Romney run
almost even, 48 percent for
Obama to 45 percent.
Obama holds a narrow
edge over Cain, 49 percent
to 43 percent. He leads

Perry, 51 percent to 42
percent.

Luis Calderon of El
Monte, Calif., exemplifies
those unhappy with Obama
but not ready to dump him.

“Even though | cnticize
him, | still want him to
win,” said Calderon, 56, a
self-employed handyman
who was laid off by an ol
company three years ago.
Obama “has to get down to
business, forget about
promises, just do it, create
jobs,” Calderon said. “But
in order to create jobs, he
has to be harder on the
Republicans.”

A Democrat, Calderon
said Romney “i1s the one
that may do a little dent on
Obama.”

Romney spent four years
as Massachusetts governor,
and he ran for president 1n
2008. Cain 1s the only can-
didate who has never held
elected office, which might
present some problems.
Americans have no recent
history of electing inexpe-
rienced politicians as presi-
dent except war hero
Dwight Eisenhower.

Of the Republicans
polled, about four in 10
say they're less inclined to
vote for someone who has
never been elected to pub-
lic office. That's far more

Breast Cancer
Awareness

* Skid Loaders
* Tractors & Loaders

* Scaffolding *

Mortar Mixers

* Electric Demo Tools

*C‘n_cancws
* Brick Saws * Tile Saws

* Coring Machines
* Air Compressors
* Air Tools * Trenchers
686-7368
Monday-Friday 7:30-6:00

Saturday 7:30-12:00

Savings you will fall for!

Save up to 91,¢
in rebates and tax credits on a
Lennox” home comfort system

Up to $1,350 rebate

on qualifing equipment

Up to $500 in 2011 Federal tax ¢
10 Year Parts & Labor Warranty

36 Months, 0% Interest
financing witn approved credit

OFFER ENMOS DECEMBER 2, 20T

WINNER OF THE
FOR THE SIXTH YEAR

than say they are disin-
clined to vote for a Mor-

mon, a woman or a black
cm‘ .

Romney and former
Utah Gov. Jon Huntsman
are Mormons. Rep.
Michele Bachmann of
Minnesota is the only
woman in the race. Cain is
black.

Nineteen percent of Re-
publicans, and 21 percent
of all adults, said they are
less likely to vote for
someone who 1s a Mor-
mon. Anne Fish, a Repub-
lican and retired teacher
from Columbus, Ohio, 1s
among them. Fish, 73, saud
she would not support
Romney “because he 1s not
a Chnstian.”

Mainstream Mormons.
including Romney, con-
sider themselves
Chnistians.

Fish said she probably
will support Perry. “Al-

though | have some doubts,

| think he has some 1deas
about how to improve the
economy, how to help our
country develop more
jobs,” she said.

Ronald Wilson, a con-
servative Republican from
Bucyrus, Ohio, said he’s
undecided, although |
favor Herman Cain. He s
not infected by
Washingtomiis.

Wilson, 635, a retired

stone quarry worker, called

Romney “better than
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€ This Week's Pets
Are Sponsored By:

Brown’s Permian

Electric Co. Inc.

To Make A Donation
to the Midland SPCA,
Mail To P.O. Box 4371

Midiand, TX 79704

] ApRpfafigfip Apfph

Octpber is NATIONAL ADOPT A SHELTER PET MONTH!
Are you looking for the love of your life? Check the Midiand

A Pet From The Midiand SPCA Call 432-684-7582

FREE EVENT!

MIDLAND COLLEGE
FOUNDATION

nothing.”

Such comments under-
score Romney's challenge.
Many GOP insiders see
him as the most plausible
nominee and Obama's
strongest potential chal-
lenger. But Romney gener-
ates little passion among
Republican voters, who
seem to keep shopping for
an alternative as time ticks
down to the Jan. 3 lowa
caucuses.

None of the candidates
has begun heavy television
advertising, which Romney
and Perry in particular can
afford.

Perry has positioned
himself to the nght of
Romney on several 1ssues,
but he’'s having trouble

blic unsettled on Obama challenger

breaking through with con-
servative voters. Nearly
three in five Republicans
say they see Perry as con-
servative, but only 26 per-
cent say he's “strongly
conservative.” Cain gets
about the same “strongly
conservative” marks, while
17 percent of Republicans
give Romney that label

Among conservative Re-
publicans, Romney is the
choice of 28 percent, Cain
27 percent and Perry 15
percent. Ten percent ol
conservatives say they re
not sure whom they'd hike
o see win the party’'s nod.

lea party supporters
sphit 33 percent for Cain to
29 percent for Romney and
| 3 percent for Perry.

PANKA ) (PK) PATEL, M.D., PA.
INTERNAL MEDICINE AND PULMONARY DISEASE

WE HAVE MOVED TO
A NEW LOCATION

3403 ANDREWS HIGHWAY STE-200
MIDLAND, TX 79703

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
PLEASE CALL
(432) 5322-5000
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Thc th“is & E)ob Cowan Fcr‘:onning Arts 5chc5
and Friends of the Series present

R anagye

A High-octane and eclectic mix of music, song and dance

Thursday, October 20
Al G. Langford Chaparral Center

THIS EVENT IS TONIGHT!

www.midlandcollegefoundation.org
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From 1A
two months ago. Wednesday, Perry would say
only his policy address would include “long-term re-
lu; of our tax oot:ev.“ - |
'S time to get Washington out faymudﬂ'm of Industrial
:nu"u've American way,” he said. “Let’s do it. Let’s u-%“ B
; " . Willis s worked w .

P‘:y endon_t:egl;-ﬂn tax, AFL-CIO since 1957. mmu
59-point economic plan and an easy-to-understand alter- ;m “l-"’jﬁu‘:- “‘mm
;laiwm&mbusincsmm Herman Cain’s 9-9-9 tax M_ﬁwwhhw

C&ln whohasdisphced Ptl'l')' as the favorite of tea mmnwumm-
party conservatives, would reduce business and personal where else to turn.
iIncome taxes to 9 percent while adding a Y percent na- 28 2 el nead - dhae :
tional sales tax butor Wilkins . ot e “It’s the one mh'-d

: : . 4 | < ek Ry R T by )

Romney, a former venture capitalist and Winter said. 0y Ay ey u}} * mbmmp M:f::?. seem :
Olympics CEO, would lower income tax rates but would Locally, Weaver has worked on bi- At S ;.,..;5_5 nh be else around that they can
maintain the progressive tax structure the United States | ,4ican issues, such as the most re- SO D ek R he said
has used for more than nine decades — a system under | ot school hand | ‘54. :*;. "L_ p&f?kt‘ banquet is centered
which the wealthiest taxpayers pay a significantly higher His wife Pat joined him in working Bk R Y _‘ around the theme, “Saluting the Past,

share of their income in taxes than low-wage eamers.

Romney says his plan is the first step toward a long-term
goal to “pursue a flatter, fairer, simpler structure.”

Perry would make the same change in one giant step.
California Republican chairman Tom Del Beccaro said
Perry's economic policy roll-out is a step forward for the
Texas governor. |

“By taking that 1ssue by the horns, he gets more trac- |
non,” Del Beccaro sad. |

The flat tax was the centerpiece of two presidential
campaigns by one of Perry’s key economic advisers,
magazine publisher Steve Forbes.

Forbes’ 17 percent flat tax helped him become a sern-
ous White House contender in 1996, but 1t provoked
ridicule from Forbes™ 2000 presidential nval George W.
Bush as a tax increase for many in the middle class that
would hurt chanties and the real estate market.

Perry's flat tax 1s likely to be a vanant of his economic
adviser’s concept. But while the Texan wasn’t providing
details Wednesday, he did outline some of the key com-
ponents of his economic vision. They include:

® Opening up dnlling in federal lands and waters from
Alaska to Virginia.

@ Using presidential powers to slash regulations that
slow the private sector from developing domestic energy |
resources

® Enacting a balanced-budget amendment to the U.S.
Constitution requiring that Congress eliminate deficit
spending

® Ending all “earmark™ spending that funds pet proj-
ects of lawmakers and presidents.

“It’s ume to bring tough medicine to Washington,”
Perry declared. “No longer will policy going be set by
(lobbyists on) K Street. It will be dictated by Main
Street.

Perry s speech was greeted with cautious praise from
one prominent Texas Republican. Sen. John Comyn,
leader of Senate Republicans™ 2012 campaign operation,
welcomed Perry’s proposal but stopped short of endors-
Ing 1 |

“The enthusiasm people have shown for the 9-9-9 plan |
and other proposals demonstrates the universal hatred ‘
that people have for our current flawed tax system, |
Cornyn told reporters in Washington.

But some Republicans gathered at the Western Repub-
lican Leadership Conference expressed fear that Perry’s
increasingly sharp criticism of Romney and Cain could
end up helping President Obama.

Linda Ackerman. an Orange County Republican who 1s
a representative to the RNC. said Perry’'s aggressive at-
tacks concerned many grassroots activists, who are tired
of watching their candidates turn on each other

“It’s becoming so personal — and 1t's starting o
show,” said Ackerman

From 1A this ime.

The majonity of the dis-
tnct s enrollment growth 15
in younger grades, and
Jolly said 1t cannot be at-
tnibuted to one specific rea-
son. She does suspect
Midland’s 4.8 percent un-
employment rate. which 1s
one of the lowest 1n the na-
ton. 1s a dnving factor.

“Lots of young families
are seeing the opportunity
o come to a city where 1t's
growing and come raise a
famuly here.” Jolly said

Al this ume. Warren said |
he does not anticipate hav-
transfer requests from fam ing to close enrollment at
1thes that hive within the other campuses.

Bonham area and wish to .

have their child attend an- Meredith Moriak can be |
other school, Jolly said. No  reached at

requests have been made at  mmoriak@mrt.com.

grades except first, Hen-
derson Elementary will ac-
cept all grades but
kindergarten and fifth, and
l.amar Elementary will ac
cept all grades except fitth
and sixth

MISD will provide
transportation from Bon
ham to all campuses, Jolly
said

“We re going to try to
assist them and provide
them everything we can as
a distnct, Jolly sad

The distnct wall consider

- - - — m—

Judge revokes Lindsay
Lohan’s probation

Associated Press

LLOS ANGELES — Lindsay Lohan sported a new ac-
cessory Wednesday after a judge revoked her probation:
handcuffs.

The actress was taken into custody after Supenor Court |
Judge Stephanie Sautner revoked her probation because
she was ousted from a community service assignment at
a women's shelter.

“There has been violation after violation,” Sautner said.

Bail was set at $100,000. Lohan's spokesman Steve |
Honig said it was immediately posted and the actress was
later released from Airport Courthouse.

“We 're dealing with someone on probation,” said
Lohan’s attorney, Shawn Holley. “Most people on proba-
tion don't always do things perfectly.”

A city prosecutor recommended jail time, but Sautner
set a Nov. 2 hearing to decide whether Lohan should
serve another stint behind bars, where she has been sent
four previous times only to be released early because of
jail overcrowding.

“If jail meant something in the state of California now,
maybe I'd put her in jail,” Sautner said.

The development marked the latest legal problem for |
the 25-year-old Lohan, who was given probation for a
2007 drunken driving case and a misdemeanor theft case

within the party in the late 1980s and

ing the Future.”

mountain lions

this year.

“Lindsay is hoping this matter will be resolved on Nov.
2 and the court will reinstate probation and allow her to
continue fulfilling her community service,” Honig said.

Lohan had been ordered in April to serve 360 hours at
the Downtown Women's Center, an agency that helps
homeless women. Nine of Lohan’s appointments at the
mm“jlmblmoﬂ"mdshe“hho’edqm
dnd left after an hour,” Sautner said.

also has been involved in area events. man to give Chris McCormack, Wilkins said as they look toward
Pat Weaver said it's her husband who'd held the role for several years, the future, they'll focus on local and
who's been the dedicated volunteer a break. Having been a precinct state elections. He said they don’t ex-
and that she’s humbled to be honored chairman and a partner in work with  pect state leadership to turn immedi-
alongside him and among such a McCormack during Democratic ately but want to support candidates
wonderful group. party activities, Rosen said he felt it who will stand up for education and

“When | saw the list of other hon- was his turn to step up. He added that  other funding that has been cut. If a
orees | was just astounded to be he was grateful to be thought of Democratic candidate can garner 30
among such a nice group,” she said. among a list of such distinguished percent of the area vote, Willis said

Rosen serves as chairman of the people and said they'll continue they’ll feel like they’'ve had a good
Midland County Democratic Party working on behalf of the Democratic  showing.

. and had previously been the vice

~ chairman of the party. Wilkins said

. his willingness to take on that leader-
ship role was part of why he was se-

lected for the honor.

Rosen said he stepped in as chair-

Party.

“We know we still have a long way
to go but we see people being disen-
chanted with the way the state has
been run over the last 16 to 18
years,” Rosen said. “We hope they'll

“Sometime the wheel is going to

said.

turn and we need to be ready,” he

Kathleen Thurber can be reached
i kthurber@mrt.com.

-

Investigators walk around a barn as carcasses lay on the ground Wednesday at the Muskingum County Animal Farm in

Tony Dejai/AP

Zanesville, Ohio. Police with assault rifles stalked a mountain lion, grizzly bear and monkey still on the loose after au-
thorities said their owner apparently freed dozens of wild animais and then killed himself.

By Andy Brownfield arca of farms and widely
and Kantele Franko spaced homes 55 mules east
PISE— of Columbus. Parents were
B ' warned to keep children and
ZANESVILLE, Ohio — pets indoors. And flashing
Shenff’s deputies shot signs along highways told

nearly 50 wild amimals —
including 18 rare Bengal

motorists, “Caution exotic
amimals™ and “Stay n

tugers and 17 lions — in a vehicle.”

big-game hunt across the Officers were ordered to
Ohio countryside Wednes- kill the animals instead of
day after the owner of an trying to bring them down
exotic-animal park threw with tranquilizers for fear
their cages open and com- that those hiat with darts
mitted suicide in what may would escape in the dark-
have been one last act of ness before they dropped
spite against his neighbors and would later regain

and police. CONSCIOUSNESS.

As homeowners nerv- “These amimals were on
ously hid indoors, officers the move, they were show-
armed with high-powered ing aggressive behavior,”
rnfles and shoot-to-kill or- Shenff Mant Lutz said.
ders fanned out through “Once the mghtfall hit, our
fields and woods to hunt biggest concern was having
down 56 animals that had these animals roaming.”
been tumed loose from the The sheriff would not
Muskingum County Animal speculate why Thompson
Farm by owner Terry killed himself and why he
Thompson before he shot left open the cages and
himself to death Tuesday. fences at his 73-acre pre-

After an all-night hunt serve, dooming the animals
that extended into Wednes-  he seemed to love so much.
day afternoon, 48 animals Thompson, 62, had had
were killed. Six others — repeated run-ins with the
thret leopards, a grizzly law and his neighbors. Lutz
bear and two monkeys — said that the sheriff's office
were captured and taken to  had received numerous
the Columbus Zoo. A wolf  complaints since 2004 about
was later found dead, leav- animals escaping onto
ing @ monkey as the only neighbors’ . The
animal still on the loose. sheriff 's also said that

“It's like Noah's Ark

' wrecking right here in

Zanesville, Ohio,” lamented
Jack Hanna, TV personality
and former director of the
Columbus Zoo.
Hanna defended the sher-
iff's decision to kill the am-
mals but said the deaths of
the Bengal

about 1,400 of the

gered cats left in the world,
he said.
“When | heard 18 | was
Eilllbhwhﬂ
“*
creature in the entire world,
the tiger is.”

\gers were espe-

Pelers.

It was not immediately
clear how Thompson man-
aged to support the preserve
and for what purpose it was
operated, since it was not
open to the public. But
Thompson had appeared on
the “Rachael Ray Show™ in
2008 as an animal handler
for a zoologist guest, said
show spokeswoman Lauren
Nowell.

The sheniff’s office
started getung calls Tuesday
evening that wild animals
were loose just west of
Zanesville. Deputies went
to the animal preserve and
found Thompson dead and
all the cages open. Several

ssive animals were
near his body and had to be
shot, the shenff sad.

Shenfi’s Deputy Jonathan
Merry was among the first
to respond Tuesday. He said
he shot a number of ani-
mals, including a gray wolf
and a black bear. He said
the bear charged him and he
fired his pistol, killing it
with one shot when it was
about 7 feet away.

“All these animals have
the ability to take a human
out in the of a sec-
ond,” said Merry, who
called himself an animal
lover but said he knew he
was protecting the
community. |

“What a tragedy,” said
Barb Wolfe, a veterinarian
with the Wilds, a nearby

- Lions and tigers shot in Ohio; owner freed them

when he saw Thompson's
horses acting up. Kopchak
said he tumed and saw a
male lion lying down on the
other side of a fence.

“The fence 1s not going to

- be a fence that’s going to

hold an African lhion,”
Kopchak said.

Danielle Berkheimer said
she was nervous as she
drove home Tuesday night
and afraid to let her two
dogs out 1n the yard.

“When it’s 300-pound
cats, that's scary,” she sad.
She said it had been odd
Tuesday night to see no one
out around town, and the
signs waming drivers to stay
in their cars were “surreal.”
Some townspeople were
saddened by the deaths. At
a nearby Moose Lodge, Bill
Weiser said: “It’s breaking
my heart, them shooting

Ohio has some of the na-
tion’s weakest restrictions
on exotic pets and among
the highest number of in-
juries and deaths caused by
them. At least nine people
2005 and one person was
killed, ing to Bom
Free USA, an animal advo-
Cacy group.

On Wednesday, the Hu-
mane Society of the United
States criticized Gov. John
Kasich for allowing a
statewide ban on the buying
and selling of exotic pets to
expire in Apnil. The organi-
zation urged the state to im-
mediately issue emergency
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By Mike Stobbe women.

after au-

* United

Study: Living in poor neighborhood can hurt health

The small-but

cant differences New England Journal of

some of the strongest sup- Medicine.

port yet for the idea that The experiment started

where you live can signifi- as a $70 million HUD
affect your overall ject in Baltimore,
especially if your Chicago, Los An-

home is in a low-income geles and New York. It

arca with few safe places morphed into a health

to exercise, limited food study after a varniety of
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