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Parmer County Clerk Susie Spring announced her 
retirement last week. “It has been my pleasure to 
serve as your County Clerk for seven years. I will be 
retiring at the end of next year,” Spring said. “I strong-
ly encourage someone to run for my position if they 
have a passion for serving others and upholding the 
statutes and codes of the state of Texas.”

In order to run for the office of County Clerk in the 
2026 Texas Primary Election, you must fill out an ap-
plication. The application must be filed between 
November 8, 2025 and 6:00 p.m. on Monday, De-
cember 8, 2025.

Spring added, “It is not an easy job but a rewarding 
one. Thank you for electing me to this position twice. 
I appreciate your support more than you know.”

Spring Announces 
Retirement as County Clerk

The Parmer County Appraisal District will delay 
mailing property tax bills until the official results of 
the November 4, 2025 election is certified. Normal-
ly, bills are mailed on October 1st.

On the ballot, Parmer County Hospital is seeking 
a voter-approved tax rate increase. Once the election 
results are finalized, property tax bills will be calcu-
lated and mailed.

Please expect to receive your bill by mid-Novem-
ber 2025.

Notice Regarding 2025 
Property Tax Bills

Thankfully, they are there when we need them
They are always there. 

Sometimes you see them 
and sometimes you do 
not. But they are there. 
Most noticeably they are 
at sporting events or any 
event where there is a 
large number of attend-
ees. I am talking about 
first responders in gen-
eral and your local EMS 
in particular.

During the second 
quarter of last Friday 
night’s football game be-
tween the Friona Chief-
tains and the visiting 
Abernathy Antelopes a 
collision occurred be-
tween Friona wide re-
ceiver #15 JD Villegas 
and Abernathy line-
backer #11 Kolt Miche-
letti. The sound of hel-
mets crashing together 
was like a shotgun blast. 

JD had the momen-
tum and kept running 
but Kolt dropped to the 
ground. Everyone fell si-
lent because they knew 
everything was not okay.

Just from sheer obser-
vation, you knew it was 
more than a simple in-
jury. After the trainers 
did their health check, 
they requested that the 
EMS crew on duty take 
over. The Friona crew on 
call moved in and with 
calmness that comes 
from advanced prepara-
tion and training, they 
moved to eliminate the 
immediate pain and 
prepare the young man 
for transport. People of-
ten ask why do we need 
to spend so much mon-
ey on EMS equipment? 
Friday night was the rea-

son. The young Aberna-
thy sports star had pos-
sible neck, spine, and/or 
back injuries and need-

ed to be transported 
with as little movement 
as possible.

Kolt was loaded into 

the ambulance and 
driven to the heliport at 
Parmer Medical Center 
where a helicopter from 
Lubbock arrived and 
took him to UMC for 
treatment. The CT scan 
came back normal but 
did reveal that he suf-
fered a bad concussion 
and a neck sprain. The 
MRI was also normal 
but revealed some lower 
back disc issues that will 
require a specialist. Kolt 
was kept in PICU for a 
while because of severe 
neck pain and numb-
ness in his left foot. Since 
this was his second con-
cussion within a month, 
he was diagnosed with 
Secondary Impact Syn-
drome which will keep 
him out of athletics for a 
least 3 months.

His mom posted 
on Facebook that she 
thanks everyone who 
prayed, called, texted 
and came by to visit 
Kolt and appreciated 
the prayers of both 
communities. She also 
asked everyone to con-
tinue to pray that Kolt 
heals from his concus-
sions and back injury so 
that he can continue to 
believe in himself and 
know that this setback is 
just God’s way of having 
something bigger come 
his way.

We at the Friona Star 
encourage everyone 
to pray for Kolt and his 
family. Also pray and 
give thanks for all of our 
first responders who 
are there when we need 
them.

The Friona Squaws began Dis-
trict 1-3A play last week and are 
1-1 after the first two matches af-
ter a three set loss to Dalhart and 
a three set win over River Road. 
The Squaws will play their other 
two first-round district games 
at Dimmitt and at Bushland this 
next week. 

This season marks the 20th An-
niversary of volleyball as a district 
sport for the Friona Independent 
School District. On Saturday, Au-
gust 13, 2005, FISD added a new 
chapter to Friona athletics as the 

Friona Squaws hosted the Tu-
lia Lady Hornets in the first-ever 
volleyball game in school history. 
Coach Arnold Peralez, assisted by 
other new coaches Jeannie Stone 
and Carrie Davis, introduced ju-
nior varsity and varsity squads to 
Friona fans. Enough girls turned 
out for volleyball that Coach 
Peralez had a freshman team 
also, but freshman opponents in 
the area were almost non-exis-
tent. Also that year, Junior high 
girls began volleyball practice af-
ter school started.

Deirdre Johnston delivers the his-
tory making first serve in Friona 
volleyball action. Ron Carr photo.

Friona Volleyball Celebrates 20 Years6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Sponsored by
Parmer County Sheriff’s Office

October 7, 2025 | 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Road Block — Friona Squaw volleyball players #3 Ella McFarland, #4 
Leslie Ortiz, #2 Aubree Bunker, and #0 Aaliyah Padilla in action against 
River Road last Saturday.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  song: “__  __ old 
      cowhand . . .”
  5  Oldham County seat
  6  TXism: “get your
      ducks in _  ___”
  7  UT rose to ____
      Final Four in 2003
  8  TXism: “smart as
      a bunkhouse ___”
  9  TX Bruce McGill
      film “Shallow ___”
12  a Henry _____ pipe
      organ in Round Rock
      is oldest in Texas
17  in Texas a pungent
      _______ is added
      to natural gas
19  famous Texas honky
      tonker Mickey
21  Andrew Carnegie
      _______ funds for
      many Texas libraries
22  Ector County seat
23  a quantity that has
      only magnitude (size)
28  TXism: “he’s _  ___
      bricks shy of a load”
29  sheep (females)
30  _____ people live in
      “The Horn of Africa”
31  “Diez _  ____ de  
      Septiembre” is 
      celebrated in Texas
35  get rid of a 
      computer virus?
36  french for social 
      skill (2 wds.)
42  Johnson Space
      Center has a space
      shuttle _________ 
44  Alanreed, TX was
      once “_____ Eye,” 
      for a saloon fight

  1  ex-Ranger “Pudge”
      (2 wds.)
  2  San Antonio’s  
      Mexican market 
      “El ______”
  3  TXism: “hungry as
      _  ____  __  _
      concrete pasture”
  4  nat’l grp. of women
      artists (acronym)
  9  detest

46  what you might hear 
      at the Ennis Polka 
      Festival? (3 wds.)
48  popular New Braunfels  
      park was once known 
      as “_____ Pasture”
49  actress Taylor of Texas- 
      based “Giant” (nickname)
50  homecoming flowers
51  lubricated
52  Texas soldier lost in
      battle (abbr.)

53  ex-Cowboy
      Pat Toomay 
      novel: “On ___       
      Given Sunday”
54  TXism: “at the
      ___  __ my rope”
56  fictitious sister
      of Ima Hogg
57  TX Martin sang
      about “King ___”
58  paramedic service
      (abbr.)

10  TXism: “quick as _
      ___  ____  ______”
11  former Ford model
12  TX Janis Joplin 
      tune: “___ Blues”
13  Texas novel: “Destry
      _____  _____”
14  TXism: “____ in
      with the tumble-
      weeds” (arrived)
15  “what ____ is new?”
16  TXism: “bid____”
      (business)
18  British air military
      (abbr.)
20  TXism: “dance with  
      who brung __”
23  TX Sissy (init.)
24  north Atlantic fish

25  Iowa or Texas town
26  relating to the lips
27  grads from Texas
      Tech, e.g.
32  “yes,” south of 
      the border
33  TXism: “let ‘__ rip”
34  TX Trini’s “__ I
      Had A Hammer”
36  tree fluid

37  ____ bomb
38  TV sound control
39  TX Kenny sang:
      “_  ____ Have
      Eyes For You”
40  ill-mannered
41  expressing surprise
      (archaic)
43  former Texas pro,
      golfer Lanny (init.)
45  ex-Cowboy RB (init.)
47  TXism: “tight __
      _  ____”
48  TX singer Meat ____
55  TXism: “he’s feeling
      his ____” (frisky)
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#819, Abilene, TX 79602
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Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  

frionastar@wtrt.net  or call (806) 250-5200

October 2
• Community Noon Meal @ Friendship House

October  5
• St. Teresa’s Catholic Church Turkey Dinner 
from 11am till 2 pm at Church Hall

October 6
• Community Noon Meal @ Friendship House

October  7
• National Night Out hosted by Parmer 
County Sheriff’s Office from 6pm till 8pm 
at Law Enforcement Center in Farwell

October 8
• Library Book Shop at 618 Euclid 
is open from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

October  9
• Community Noon Meal @ Friendship House

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2024

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Gov-
ernor, P.O. Box 12428, Austin, Tx 78711-
2428, 512-463-2000.

Senator: Kevin Sparks, P.O. Box 12068, 
Capitol Station, Austin, Tx 78711. 512-
463-0131. Amarillo office: Historic Fed-
eral Building, 620 S. Taylor St., Suite 203, 
Amarillo, TX, 79101.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room 
CAP1W.10, Capitol P.O. Box 2910, Aus-
tin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st 
Floor, Lobby Box 28, Amarillo 79101. 806-
372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

is online at frionaonline.com

Staff
Clint Mears

Executive Editor
Nathan Parson

Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero

Accounting

Contact Us
Mailing Address

P.O. Box 789
Office

1215 Elm Ave.
M-F: 9-5

Phone
806-250-5200
Texts/Photos
806-265-5200

E-Mail
frionastar@wtrt.net

Web Site
frionaonline.com

Facebook Page
Friona Online

Annual Subscriptions
$40 in Parmer County

$50 out of County
$30 e-Star Online

Deadlines
News articles and photos 
are due by 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. Deadlines may 
be altered for holidays or 
special issues.

Advertising
Open Display rates and 
Classified Ads are $5.00 
per column inch. Thank 
You Notes are $15 each. 
Wedding, anniversary, 
graduation and birth an-
nouncements are $20 
each. Obituaries are 
published at no charge. 
Deadline is 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday.

State Capital Highlights
By Gary Borders

AI ‘gold rush’ 
sweeps Texas

As Gov. Greg Ab-
bott helped unveil the 
new Stargate facility in 
Abilene, he praised the 
state’s increasing role in 
the rapid growth of the 
artificial intelligence cen-
ter. The Dallas Morning 
News reported the gover-
nor hinted that upcoming 
data center buildouts will 
be “far larger” than the 
nearly $500 billion center 
opening in Abilene.

Financial and technolo-
gy companies are staking 
claims in the state, Abbott 
said. Stargate’s facility in 
Abilene is part of a joint 
venture of OpenAI, Ora-
cle, Softbank and the fed-
eral government. It plans 
to increase capacity at the 
flagship sites and add two 
other facilities in Shackel-
ford and Milam counties.

Abbott hinted the sites 
unveiled are just the be-
ginning for the economic 
growth spurred by AI.

“When you see the de-
mand for them for artifi-
cial intelligence, you will 
see the power that it will 
inject into the future of 
the Texas economy,” he 
said.

While there are con-
cerns about high ener-
gy demand by the data 
centers, Abbott said the 
state’s capacity is more 
than sufficient.

“We have wind, solar, 
nuclear, which we’re add-
ing even more to, and, of 
course, natural gas. And 
so we have low-cost pow-
er, abundant power, that 
is attracting the AI data 
centers,” he said.

Abbott signs new 
‘bathroom bill’

The governor has 
signed a bill passed in the 
last special session that 
requires people in pub-
lic buildings to use rest-
rooms and locker rooms 
matching the gender list-
ed on their birth certifi-
cates, kut.org reported.

Abbott said the so-
called “bathroom bill” 
will keep men out of 

1 0 0  y e a r s  o f  t r u s t

women’s restrooms and 
“is just common sense.” 

It takes effect Dec. 4 and 
applies to public schools, 
universities, prisons and 
jails, along with other 
public buildings. The only 
exceptions are for people 
accompanying children 
under 10, along with cus-
todians, law enforcement 

and medical workers.
If someone violates the 

law, the facility would be 
subject to a fine of $25,000 
for the first offense and 
$125,000 for subsequent 
offenses. Critics say there 
is no proof transgender 
women in Texas are en-
tering bathrooms and 
causing harm.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published 
a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, 
Fort Stockton, Nacogdo-
ches, Lufkin and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@ 
texaspress.com
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Today I woke,
No great idea spoke,

Just the plain o’ daily grind,
Earn a buck put in my time,

Rain slick highway on way to work,
I’m just among the rest of folk,

I put in time,
To earn a dime.

Today I woke,
Just plain o’ me,
Just plain o’ folk,

I do my time,
To earn a dime,

‘Til nothing else rhymes,
‘Tis the day when I,

No longer work.

Today I woke,
No great idea spoke,
Thank God I woke!

Whistle to work
I go.

Today I Woke

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 
Clerk’s Office from September 18, 2025 to Septem-
ber 25, 2025

Susie Spring, County Clerk

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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Local, State, National & International News

1135
3/1/2021

BWL
www.countryboyjustme.com

(9/18/2025) Tracy Bunker, Suzanne Bunker — 
Efrain Balli, Angela Balli — Lots 18 and 19, Block 1, 
Western Addition City of Friona, Texas

(9/19/25) CSMTM Farms LLC — Timothy Meeks, 
Tori Meeks — Tract Section 78, block Z of the W.D. 
and F.W. Johnson Subdivision, League 593, Bailey 
County

(9/22/25) Ouida Jones — Tyler Hough, Cassidy 
Hough — All of North 80 Acre of North 240 of West 
320 Acre Section 3, T4S, R4E, Capitol Syndicate, Par-
mer County

(9/22/25) Michael Bainum, Lisa Bainum Gaynor, 
Lori Younkman — Tyler Hough, Cassidy Hough — 
East 1/2 of Section 4, T4S, R4E, Capitol Syndicate 
Subdivision: 1/3 of N 240 Acres of West 320 Acre Sec-
tion 3 T4S, R4E, Capitol Syndicate Subdivision

(9/23/25) Bret Russel Whitten, Estate of Earl Fos-
ter Whitten — Bret Russel Whitten — 1981.045 Acres 
Section 1, T9S, R1E, Capitol Syndicate Subdivision, 
Parmer County

(9/24/25) Mary Belle Carr — Charles Keith Dow, 
Tammy Eugena Hahn, Tracy Triene — Block 1 Gar-
ners Subdivision

The final Ogallala 
Commons Playa Field 
Day for 2025 will focus 
on a plant that holds the 
world together — grass, 
the role of grasses as 
buffers, and their im-
portance to playa water 
quality and wildlife.

Panhandle residents 
likely have no idea that 
water can be polished, 
but grass buffers sur-
rounding playas filter 
out sediment and im-
purities from rainwater 
flowing into playas, re-
sulting in cleaner, purer 
water.  

The field day on this 
topic is set for Tues-
day, October 14 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and will 
launch from Joe’s Pizza 
& Pasta, located on the 
south side of Interstate 
40 (19151 I-40 Frontage 
Road) in Bushland. 

Speakers and top-

ics that contribute to 
sound management of 
playa ecosystems are 
traditional at Playa Field 
Days and the October 14 
session is no exception. 
Those attending will 
hear about upland game 
birds as well as warm 
season grass species 
that can improve playa 
habitat. A tour of grass 
trials at the Bushland 
Texas AgriLife Experi-
ment Station, plus a trip 
to a nearby playa will be 
held after lunch.

At 9:40 an overview of 
playa ecosystems and 
the Texas Playa Conser-
vation Initiative will be 
given by Heather John-
son, Migratory Game 
Bird Specialist: Region 
I, Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department, Littlefield.  

“Supporting Upland 
Game Birds around Pla-
yas and Grass Buffers” 

Playa Field Day highlighting grass buffers is October 14

By Jim Steiert

and Grass Buffers” will 
be offered by Jameson 
Crumpler, Assistant 
Director, Texas Native 
Seeds Program, Caesar 
Kleberg Wildlife Re-
search Institute, Texas 
A&M University-Kings-
ville, from Lubbock.

Lunch will be served 
at 11:30 a.m. followed by 
closing remarks at 12:10. 

Attendees will then 
depart to tour warm 
season grass trials at the 
nearby USDA-ARS Con-
servation & Production 
Research Lab at Bush-
land, followed by a visit 
to a nearby playa, led by 
Nolan Talkington. 

Those planning to at-
tend should register by 
October 11th. Registra-
tion fee is $25 per per-
son. 

Register by contacting 
Darryl Birkenfeld, Ogal-
lala Commons Director, 
by phone at 806-336-
1713.

will be outlined by No-
lan Talkington, Coordi-
nating Wildlife Biologist 
– Texas Panhandle Quail 
Forever, Amarillo. 

After a break, the final 
presentation entitled, 
“Successful Grass Op-
tions for Playa Uplands 

Everyone is Invited 
— St. Teresa’s Catholic 
Church of Friona will 
host their annual Tur-
key Dinner on Sunday, 
October 5th from 11:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at 
the Church Hall. The 
meal will consist of 
turkey, green beans, 
mashed potatoes, stuff-
ing, rolls, dessert, and a 
drink. Adult plates are 
$15 each and children’s 
plates (under 10 years 
old) are $10 each. Take 
out will be available.

«««
National Night Out — 
The annual National 
Night Out is scheduled 
for Tuesday, October 7th 
at the Law Enforcement 
Center in Farwell. This 
event honors all first 
responders in Parmer 
County. A free meal will 
be served, prizes will be 
drawn for, and everyone 
will have a chance to 
meet  first responders. 
The event is sponsored 
by the Parmer County 
Sheriff’s Office and will 
conclude with a fire-
works show.

«««
Hats Off — Bowie’s 
American Hat Company 
has been inundated with 
orders for its handmade 
straw and felt cowboy 

hats since the popular 
TV show Yellowstone 
premiered in 2018. 
“People were clamor-
ing for something that 
was truly American,” 
said company president 
Keith Mundee. The Tex-
as Flyover

«««
Did You Know? — about 
75 percent of all teach-
ers and administrators 
throughout the Texas 
Panhandle have at least 
one degree or certificate 
from West Texas A&M 
University.

«««
Drug Deal — Presi-
dent Trump announced 
a deal with Pfizer to 
lower drug prices for 
Americans and launch 
a government-run site, 
TrumpRx, which will sell 
discounted prescrip-
tions starting in early 
2026. Pfizer said the deal 
will cover most of its 
primary care drugs and 
select specialty brands, 
with discounts averag-
ing 50% and reaching 
up to 85%. Separately, 
Trump said Pfizer would 
offer all of its drugs to 
Medicaid at a reduced, 
“most favored nation” 
price, as well as intro-
duce any new drugs to 
the U.S. market at the re-

duced prices. As part of 
the deal, Pfizer will move 
drug manufacturing to 
the U.S. In exchange, the 
company gets a three-

year grace period ex-
empting it from Trump’s 
planned 100% tariffs on 
imports. The Flyover

«««

National Days
October 2— Custodian’s Day

October 3 — Techies Day
October 4 — Golf Lover’s Day

October 5 — Do Something Nice Day
October 6 — Coaches Day

October 7 — LED Light Day
October 8 — Hero Day

Class of 1990 — Steven Smith, Julie (Howard) 
Tucker, Chad Rhodes, and David Reed. Chad 
Rhodes was accidentally left out of last week’s 
cutline for this photo. The photo is back and his 
name is back.
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Crockpot Herb Butter Chicken and Wild Rice
www.halfbakedharvest.com

Ingredients

Directions

Crock Pot Cooking

To have your birthdays listed in 
the newspaper, email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net or call: 806.250.5200

Oct. 2
Madeline Scott

J’Mai (Cash) Gayle
Patrick Scott

Rylan Kendrick
Brynlee Reyes
Hector Aguirre
Gabbie Trevino

Oct. 3
Marlene Mueller

Jackie Martin
Sarah Schueler

Brennen TeBeese
Bryson Montoya

Rhett Reyes
Troy Sharrock
Cheryl Lawson

Oct. 4
Brad Moyer

John Schueler
Coy Jameson
Leslee Floyd

Homer Allan Haile
Debbie Lewellen

Elsa Galvan

Happy Birthday
Oct. 5

Clayton Smiley
Parker Hardgrove

Mario Bautista
Enrique Rodriguez

Joe Lafuente
Patricia Phipps
Parker Francis
Veronica Reyes

Veronica De La Rosa

Oct. 6
Kevin Cooper

Shain Clark
Micah Williams

Mandy (Geries) Rigler
Juan Degollado

Wyndol Grimsley

Oct. 7
Jameson Daniels

Whitney Neill
Shea (Woodard) Hall

Laura Brockman

Oct. 8
Guthrie Duff Tongate
Myrna (Cain) Marlott

As the weather cools and leaves begin to change, there’s nothing quite as comforting as the aroma of a home-
cooked meal simmering away in the kitchen.  Fall is the perfect season to embrace hearty, wholesome dishes, 
and the crock pot makes preparing them easy and convenient.  Let your slow cooker do the work as you enjoy 
the flavors and warmth of autumn in every bite.

October 4th: Shoulder Bag Class
October 17th & 18th:

Handi Quilter Longarm Classes
October 25th: Paper piecing class

Come have Fun with us at Malouf’s Fabric

Call 806-250-3575 to register • like us on Facebook

These are the classes scheduled this summer

Gas prices continue 
downward trend

By GasBuddy

Average gasoline prices in Texas fell 4.6 cents last 
week, averaging $2.66 per gallon, according to Gas-
Buddy’s survey of 13,114 stations in Texas. The low-
est price in the state was $2.29 while the highest was 
$3.99 per gallon.

The national average price of gasoline fell 5.8 cents 
last week, averaging $3.08 per gallon. The national 
average price of diesel decreased 1.3 cents compared 
to a week ago and stands at $3.65 per gallon.

“Gas prices have seen a notable weekly drop in 
most states as seasonal factors ramp up their im-
pact—namely the switch to cheaper winter gasoline 
and falling gasoline demand,” said Patrick De Haan, 
head of petroleum analysis at GasBuddy.

“Price cycling markets led the way with significant 
declines in Ohio, Florida, and Michigan, while In-
diana experienced a price cycle that resulted in the 
largest weekly increase of any state last week. For 
now, seasonal factors will remain the primary driver 
of relief at the pump, though we continue to monitor 
the tropics for any potential disruptions to seasonal 
trends,” De Haan added.

GasBuddy data is compiled from more than 11 mil-
lion weekly price reports covering over 150,000 gas 
stations across the country.

1 1/2 cups wild rice blend (mix wild and brown rice)
1 yellow onion, chopped
1 tablespoon dried parsley
2 carrots, cut into 1 inch pieces
1 cup sliced cremini mushrooms
1 cup chopped celery
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
kosher salt and black pepper
3 1/2 cups low sodium chicken broth

2 pounds boneless chicken breasts or thighs
2 teaspoons dried thyme
1 teaspoon dried rosemary
1 teaspoon paprika
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
6 cloves garlic, smashed
4 tablespoons salted butter
8 leaves fresh sage
1 parmesan rind (optional)

In the bowl of your crockpot, com-
bine the wild rice, onion, carrots, 
mushrooms, celery, and dried 
parsley.  Season well with salt 
and pepper.  Add 1 tablespoon 
olive oil and toss.  Pour over the 
chicken broth.  In a bowl, toss the 
chicken with 1 tablespoon olive 
oil, thyme, rosemary, paprika, 
cayenne, and season with salt and 

pepper.  Place the chicken in the 
crockpot.  Add the garlic cloves.  
If you have one, add a parmesan 
rind.  Cover and cook on low for 
5-6 hours or on high for 2-3 hours.  
Before serving, preheat the broil-
er to high.  Remove the chicken 
and garlic from the crockpot and 
place on a baking sheet.  Arrange 
the butter and sage around the 

chicken and garlic, then broil 1-3 
minutes, until crisp.  Peel away 
the garlic skin, then chop, and mix 
with the butter on the sheet pan.  
Toss the chicken in the butter.  To 
serve, fluff the rice with a fork and 
serve the chicken, rice, and veg-
gies together.  If there is any butter 
left on the pan, drizzle it over the 
chicken.

The Friona Chieftain Mighty Marching Band is hard at work on their “Valhalla” presentation that they will 
perform at the Class 3A Area Marching Band Contest on Saturday, November 1, at Lowrey Field in Lubbock.
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By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Troubled Water
Send your

church news to the
frionastar@wtrt.net

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com

250-3913
1205
Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

This directory is made 
possible by these businesses

Area Church Directory
Friona

Bovina

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Legacy Pointe
Senior Apartments

806-250-5599
1500 N. Main
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

Pastor D.J. Lewis
Sunday School 9:30 • Worship 10:45

Wed @ 6:00 p.m. • Like us on facebook

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Interim Pastor: Ted Spears
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045
Pastor Duke Underwood

Email-frionamethodist@wtrt.net

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • 806-250-5363
Pastor Benito Mejia

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Father Nicholas (Nick) Gerber

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

411 Ashland • 806-223-3469
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Frank Landry

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan
Father Nicholas (Nick) Gerber

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS DEL PRIMOGENITO
The Church of God of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”
1105 N. Cleveland

www.interbank.com

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

Lowe’s Market Hours	
Mon-Sat: 	 7AM–9PM	
Sunday:	 7AM–7PM

12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share 
with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

Romans 12:12-13 NIV

12 Alégrense en la esperanza, muestren paciencia en el sufrimiento, perseveren en 
la oración. 13 Ayuden a los hermanos necesitados. Practiquen la hospitalidad.

Romanos 12:12-13 NVI

October Bible Verse

By Teena Hughs

Anger and Hatred

I know I shouldn’t 
be, but I have been sur-
prised by the people who 
are glad Charlie Kirk was 
assassinated. I was in a 
group today where just 
the mention of his name 
made people mad. These 
were people I know who 
say they are Christians, 
and yet, by the way they 
acted, I have to wonder 
if they are also glad a 
man was killed in cold 
blood? I simply do not 
understand this kind of 
thinking, evil, or hatred.

They can’t separate 
Charlie’s Christianity 
from his politics. They 
associate Charlie with 
the Republican Party 
and pay absolutely no 
attention to the fact that 
he didn’t want to be 
known for his political 
beliefs; he wanted to be 
known for the courage of 
his faith. 

When I first knew 
Charlie had been killed, 
my first thought was not 
about his politics; it was 
a question of who could 
go to college campuses 
and tell students that 
don’t even know what 
a Bible is, about Jesus? 
Who could want to en-
gage college students in 
conversation about ho-
mosexuality and trans-
gendering, abortion, etc. 
from a biblical point of 
view? I was told yester-

day that there are people 
wanting to go to college 
campuses in Charlie’s 
place, and I hope that is 
true!

Prisons are full of 
people that won’t ever 
change unless they al-
low God to change 
them. I have decided the 
same thing about people 
who are filled with such 
hatred that they get so 
angry at the mention of 
someone’s name.

To be honest, when 
I saw the behavior of 
these people today, I 
didn’t care if I was ever 
around them again. I 
wasn’t mad at them, but 
I was so sad and disap-
pointed that, as Chris-
tians, they could get so 
upset at the mention of 
someone’s name; that 
they couldn’t separate 
a person’s politics and 
Christianity; that they 
might be glad a man is 
dead, not for witnessing 
and changing the lives 
of young people by giv-
ing them the Gospel, but 
because of his political 
affiliation.

I also have to wonder 
if these people knew 
anything about Char-
lie, besides the fact that 
he was a conservative. 
Feller has a relative who 
said things on facebook 
about Charlie, and then 
admitted in an email 

that she hadn’t heard of 
him before his assassi-
nation.

I knew these people 
and I didn’t agree politi-
cally, but I had no idea 
how angry they could 
get. It is like politics is a 
priority over someone 
and their faith. 

I have thought about it, 
and I will remain friends 
with these people, as 
long as they choose to 
remain friends with me. 
They are the ones who 
chose to get angry; they 
are the ones who need to 
find love in their hearts 
for people they consider 
their enemies. To me, 
this hatred for someone 
who does not share their 
political views is a sin. 
It is a barrier between 
them and God, and un-
less they surrender it, 
they will never have the 
complete peace and joy 
of Jesus Christ. 

I have said MANY 
times life is about mak-
ing choices. I pray these 
people come to realize 
their choices are harm-
ing themselves in their 
Christian witness, and 
I believe it affects their 
health. I pray they go to 
God with an open heart 
and mind and pray 
about this. I know I will 
be praying for them, and 
for myself to love them 
as God loves them.

Like millions of others I have found 
a connection to the song “Bridge Over 
Troubled Water” by Simon and Garfun-
kel. Although, my connection was not so 
much with the powerful lyrics, at least 
initially. You see, this song was released 
just 4 days after my arrival on the planet. 
It became #1 in February of 1970 and re-
mained so for 6 weeks. It had internation-
al appeal and was awarded by Billboard 
as the #1 song for 1970.*

Our world in 1970 had many troubled 
waters. Our country was deeply divided 
over the Vietnam War. Generations were 
colliding and an abandonment of moral 
ideals gave way to a blossoming culture 
of sex, drugs, and rock’n’roll. Everywhere 
you looked there were deep divides and 
out of the turmoil came a song of sacri-
fice and love. A song that, for a moment, 
made sense and still resonates to the 
hurting soul looking for peace. Fifty-five 
years later we have found different things 
to be divided over, but divided nonethe-
less, and trouble moves through our cul-
ture like a flash flood looking to devour all 
that it can.

One thing has always been true in this 
life – there is trouble. It is not a respecter 

of persons, noone is immune, yet it is not 
necessarily evenly shared. Trouble for 
one, may not be trouble for another, but 
still trouble surrounds, attacks, abandons 
and darkness is its friend.

So how is one to be thankful in those 
times? Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 
5 that “in everything give thanks.” Give 
thanks for trouble? We are often able to 
give thanks for the blessings in our lives. 
The health, the homes, the country, the 
many blessings, as we should, but some-
times we forget to give thanks for the 
Who. The Giver of Life, the Savior of the 
soul, the Everlasting Light… Yes, Jesus is 
the bridge back to God and I do not know 
if that was on Simon’s mind as he penned 
the words, but it is on mine. Living a life of 
thankfulness does not mean there will be 
no trouble, just that trouble does not dic-
tate my response. Jesus said it this way, “I 
have said these things to you, that in me 
you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.” (John 16:33 ESV) 
So give thanks for the Who. The God who 
pursued, loved, and died that you might 
have eternity with Him.

*from Wikipedia

Bicentennial Trail 
Receives State Backing

An initiative to build a 
100-mile hike and bike 
trail from San Antonio 
to Austin has received 
the backing of state 
lawmakers. This year, 
they approved legisla-
tion to ensure the com-
pletion of the Bicenten-
nial Trail by 2036.

The route, from the 
Alamo to the Texas 
Capitol, aims to pre-
serve 50,000 acres in 
the Edwards Aquifer 
recharge zone, which 

includes the San An-
tonio Springs, Comal 
Springs, San Marcos 
Springs, and Barton 
Springs. Some sections 
of the trail have already 
been built.

House Bill 4230 di-
rects the General Land 
Office to coordinate the 
acquisition and devel-
opment of property for 
the trail, but it prohib-
its the use of eminent 
domain. The measure 
did not allocate any im-

mediate funding for the 
project.

“This sprawling net-
work of nature trails, 
renowned geographi-
cal locations, and his-
torical landmarks will 
inspire Texans and mil-
lions of annual visitors 
to explore our state’s 
unique beauty and his-
tory, boosting our ro-
bust economy,” said 
Texas Land Commis-
sioner Dawn Bucking-
ham.
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Bi-Wize | Hop-In

Allsup’s East

Allsup’s West

is available on  
newsstands  at 
these locations:

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-5200
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

Eric Gonzalez
806-433-1973

EG 
Photography

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
806-272-6772

Cell: 806-523-2222
Master License #16066

Business

Garbage & Trash Pickup for Rural Areas
Regular or Routine Pickup Schedule Available

For info, call Tim at (575) 512-6024

Vehicle Registration

Vehicle Registration
Tags Issued

Friona City Hall
Monday-Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Help Wanted

Bar G is hiring grain truck drivers. Good pay. Good 
equipment and working conditions. All hauls are 
local, CDL is required.

Apply at Bar G Feedyard.
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

Real Estate

Main Street - Friona

Commercial Offices for lease

Crisis
Resources

Created with Purpose 
of West Texas

Pregnancy Resource Center

907 Hwy 86,
Bovina, TX 79009

806-251-HOPE

Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline

Call 988
Available 24 hours

English and Spanish

Deaf Smith County 
Crisis Center

218 W. 3rd • Hereford, TX
Office: 806-364-4435

Serving Parmer County
Hotline: 806-363-6727

Parmer Paws
Animal Outreach Center

115 W. 11th
PO Box 333
Friona, TX

806-240-2211

Poison Help
Hotline

1-800-222-1222

Grace Cooper

Sales Associate

Sharlet Cooper

Associate Broker

3/2/1 House to be moved for sale
Call our office for more information............. $20,000

Reduced: 3/2/1 Brick Country Home, w/cent h&a, 
detached garage, 2 living areas, finished basement, 
cedar closets, lots of storage, approx. 43 fenced acres 
with multiple barns......................................$380,000

4/2 Country home on approx. 1.69 acres with barn. 
This home, with cent. h&a, features an entry, living 
area, and utility room. The barn sits on a concrete 
foundation with approx. 1,920 sq ft............$160,000

3/2.75/2 Brick Home w/cent h&a, 2 living areas, 
fireplace, double ovens, fenced backyard, oversized 
garage, close to school.........................................Sold

Friona

Bovina

Sold

Western Addition 3/2/2 Investor Owned This home 
features classic 1980’s design elements, providing a 
foundation for updates and personal touches..............
................................................................Cont. Pend.

3/2/2 Brick home w/cent. h&a, entry, living area, 
fireplace, dining room, game room, office, water 
softener system, backyard privacy fence, covered 
back porch, extended garage, close to Junior High 
school and hospital...................................... $249,500

Two commercial barns with concrete flooring 
on approx. 2.176 acre tract. The combined square 
footage of the barns is approx. 27,221. Located in 
Bovina for sale or lease. .............................................
..Call our office for more details and information.

HELP WANTED
Truck Driver with valid CDL

Need someone to make short 
run in early morning

and short run in late afternoon 
Monday - Friday 

Commercial Drivers License
w/ couple of years experience

Great Pay & Health insurance after 90 days
Email mary@deekingtrucking.com

or call 806-335-9049

**Sign-On Bonuses Offered** Prairie Acres 
is seeking to hire CNA’s for both our day and 
night shifts! Flexible schedules! We are pleased 
to offer great health, dental, vision and life in-
surances, paid time off and sign-on bonuses 
for those that qualify! Interested? Come by and 
see us at 201 East 15th St. today or call Carol at 
(806) 250-3922

Daycare

Open Monday - Friday | 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
704 Ashland, Friona, TX | (806) 250-5226

Email:  happytribeacademy@gmail.com
Director: Mariza Licerio Cell: (806) 677-8804

Licensed Child Care Center  
LICENSE # 1785978 | CCMS Accepted

Happy Tribe Academy

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

For Sale | $14,000For Sale | $14,000

Branson 2400 Compact Utility Tractor
2011 Model | 24 HP | 29 Tach Hours

Post Hole Digger • Blade • Front-end Loader
Call 806-265-5331 or 806-265-5146
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This Week in Sports

Sports Scoring Summary
1st Quarter

A – Dre Minfield 31 yard pass from Jagger 
Wiley (Jake Harkey kick)

A – Caden Bird 2 yard pass from Wiley (Harkey kick)
2nd Quarter

F – Iram Gonzalez 8 yard run (Mario Garcia kick)
A – Bird 9 yard pass from Wiley (Harkey kick)

3rd Quarter
A – Wiley 7 yard run (Harkey kick)

F – Mason Ramos 1 yard run (Garcia kick)
4th Quarter

A – Malichi Walters 1 yard run (kick failed)
F – Gonzalez 10 yard run (Garcia kick)

Friona 21 Abernathy 34

		  Rushing Stats	 Carries	 Yards	 TDs	 Avg
	 1	 Iram Gonzalez 	 15 	 89 	 2 	 5.9
	 2 	Tony Diaz 	 11 	 72 	 -	 6.5
	10 	Jameson Daniels 	 13 	 52 	 -	 4.0
	16 	Mason Ramos 	 4 	 17 	 1 	 4.3
	24 	Rafael Rocha 	 2 	 17 	 -	 8.5
		  Rushing Totals: 	 45 	 247 	 3 	 5.5

		  Receiving Stats	 Receptions	 Yards	 TDs	 Avg
	 0 	Brice Jeter 	 2 	 16 	 -	 8.0
	 1 	Iram Gonzalez 	 1 	 0 	 -	 0.0
	 2 	Tony Diaz 	 2 	 8 	 -	 4.0
	10 	Jameson Daniels 	 2 	 33 	 -	 16.5
	15 	JD Villegas 	 1 	 8 	 -	 8.0
		  Receiving Totals:	 8 	 65 	 0 	 8.1

		  Passing Stats	 Comp	 Att	 Yards	 TDs	 INTs
	16 	 Mason Ramos 	 8 	 16 	 65 	 -	 1	
	
		  Kicking Stats	 XP Att	 XP Good	 FG Att	 FG Good
	53 	 Mario Garcia  	 3	 3	 -	 -

	 Defensive Stats	 UN	AST.	 TOT	 TFL	 FR	 FC	 INT	SACK	
3	 Frank Silva	 4	 3	 7	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
4	 Gael Lara	 -	 1	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
10	 Jameson Daniels	 -	 2	 2	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
11	 Michael Alvarez 	 1	 4	 5	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -
16	 Mason Ramos	 1	 2	 3	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
17	 Hector Aguirre 	 2	 5	 7	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
20	 David Tafoya 	 2	 3	 5	 1.5	 -	 1	 -	 1
21	 Jacob Gonzalez 	 4	 9	 13	 2	 -	 -	 -	 -
24	 Rafael Rocha 	 4	 3	 7	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
50/44 Diego Quezada	 1	 1	 2	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -
53	 Mario Garcia	 3	 6	 9	 0.5	 -	 -	 -	 -
55	 Eden Mills 	 2	 5	 7	 0.5	 -	 -	 -	 -
66	 Julio Escobar 	 -	 5	 5	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -

Yards allowed - Total: 339, Passing: 83, Rushing: 256

Varsity Football
The Chieftains fell to 1-4 on the 

season after a hard fought loss to 
the Abernathy Antelopes 34-21 
last Friday evening. Friona had 
312 yards of total offense to Ab-
ernathy’s 339 but 9 penalties hurt 
their chances especially a fifteen 
yard penalty near the end of the 
2nd quarter when they had a first 
down near the 10 yard line.

The Chieftain running attack 
was the highlight of the game as 
Iram Gonzales, Tony Diaz, and 
Jameson Daniels rushed for 89, 
72, and 52 yards, respectively. 
Gonzalez scored two touch-
downs and quarterback Mason 
Ramos ran for the other. Mario 
Garcia made all three extra point 
kicks.

On defense, Jacob Gonzalez 
was the leading tackler with 13 
and Mario Garcia had 9, Frank 
Silva, Hector Aguirre, Rafael Ro-
cha, and Eden Mills had 7 tackles 
each. David Tafoyo caused a fum-
ble and had a quarterback sack.

The Chieftains will play the Far-
well Steers this week in their last 
non-district game of the season. 
Game time is 7 p.m. at  W. M. 
Roberts Stadium in Farwell.

Junior Varsity Football
The JV Chiefs will host Farwell 

on Thursday with the game start-
ing at 7:30 at Chieftain Field. This 
will be the last game of the “Tri-
ple Header” as Friona and Far-
well will play three games back-
to-back. 7th Grade at 5:00 p.m., 
8th Grade at 6:15 p.m., and the JV 
at 7:30 p.m.

Junior High Football
The 7th grade Braves improved 

to 3-0 on the season with a 44-0 
victory over Abernathy last 
Thursday evening at Chieftain 
Field. Abel Ponce scored the first 
Friona touchdown on a 38 yard 
run. Anthony Marquez ran for the 
2-point conversion. Next, Roman 
Salinas scored on a 5 yard run but 
the run for the 2-point conver-
sion failed. Ponce scored his sec-
ond touchdown of the game on a 
23 yard run with Salinas running 
for the 2 points. Salinas scored his 
second touchdown on a 19 yard 
run and Ponce ran for the 2 point 
conversion. One more touch-
down for Ponce as he rushed 7 
yards for his third. Marquez ran 
for his 2-point conversion of the 
game. Closing out the scoring, 
Yuvia Arias rushed 8 yards to 
paydirt but 2-point conversion 
came up short. Abel Ponce led the 
team with 69 yards rushing and 3 
touchdowns. Anthony Marquez 
had 48 yards running along with 
2 interceptions. The 7th grade 
Braves will host Farwell Thursday 
evening with the game starting at 
5:00 p.m. at Chieftain Field.

The 8th grade Braves moved to 
2-1 on the season as they defeat-
ed Abernathy 46-6 last Thursday 
evening at Chieftain Field. Gabri-
el Garcia led the Braves with 207 
yards and 4 touchdowns. Vicente 
Quintana added 169 yards and 2 
touchdowns. Garcia’s scores were 
on runs of 32, 45, 70, and 46 yards, 
respectively. Quintana scored his 
touchdowns on runs of 89 and 
25 yards, respectively. Quintana 
ran for three 2-point conversions 
while Garcia and RJ Hernandez 
had one 2-point conversion each. 

One conversion attempt failed. 
The 8th Braves will host Farwell 
Thursday evening with the game 
starting at 6:15 at Chieftain Field.

High School Volleyball
The Friona Squaws are 1-1 in 

district play after a 3-0 (25-21, 26-
24, 25-14) victory over River Road 
on Saturday. Both the C Team 
Squaws and JV Squaws are 1-1 in 
district play. The C/JV/V teams 
will continue district play as they 
travel to Dimmitt on Saturday 
with games at 11/12/1:30. Next 
Tuesday, the C/JV/V teams will 
travel to Bushland on Tuesday to 
play district matches at 5/6/7.

Junior High Volleyball
The 7th and 8th Maidens will 

travel to Dalhart on Monday, Oc-
tober 6th for their matches next 
week. Games begin at 5:00 p.m. 
and will feature 7th A&B and 8th 
A&B teams.

Cross Country
The Cross Country teams com-

peted in the Lubbock ISD Invi-
tational at Mae Simmons Park 
in Lubbock last Saturday. In 
the 3A Girls 2M competition, 
Friona 8th grader Ivanna Gue-
varra ran a time of 15:21.9 and 
finished in 80th place out of 159 
competitors. In the 3A Boys 3M 
competition, Fernando Moreno 
ran an 18:23.5 to finish in 16th 
place. Avram Hernandez posted 
a 19:40.0 for 47th place. Jeremy 
Polk ran a 22:34.9 to place 123rd. 
Noah Aguilar ran a 24:01.5 to fin-
ish in 136th place. There were 151 
competitors in the boys compe-
tition. The District Meet will be 
on Monday, October 6th at Mae 
Simmons Park in Lubbock.

Iram Gonzalez reaches out to score a touchdown.

Tony Diaz (#2), David Tafoya (#20), and Hector Aguirre(#17) on defense.

7th Grade Football vs Abernathy

8th Grade Football vs Abernathy
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John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Obituaries

Church service for 
Elva DeLeon, age 67, of 
Bovina, Texas, was held 
at 2:00 PM, Tuesday, 
September 30, 2025 at St. 
Ann’s Catholic Church 
in Bovina with Father 
Nick Gerber of Bovina 
officiating. Rosary was 
said at 6:00 PM, Mon-
day, September 29, 2025 
at Ellis Funeral Home in 
Mulshoe, Texas. Burial 
was in Sunset Terrace 
Memorial Cemetery in 
Farwell, Texas. Elva died 
Thursday, September 
25, 2025 in Friona, Tex-
as. She was born August 
23, 1958 in Hereford, 
Texas to Fernando and 
Maria (Marinez) Garcia. 
She married Tommy De-
Leon in Hereford on De-
cember 22, 1979.  

Elva worked at Frio-
na ISD for over seven 
years. She loved to cook 
and fill her home with 
wonderful meals for her 
family including empa-
nadas, tortillas, and en-
chiladas. Elva enjoyed 
sewing and crocheting. 
She loved volleyball as 

well. She was an avid fan 
of Mariachi and Tejano 
music. Above all, Elva 
was a woman of strong 
faith. Her family was 
her world, especially 
her grandkids. Elva was 
a member of St. Ann’s 
Catholic Church in Bo-
vina. She is preceded 
in death by her parents 
and a brother, Fernando 
Garcia Jr.

Elva is survived by her 
husband, Tommy; her 
four sons, Lucas DeLeon 
and his wife, Elizabeth 
of Brownwood, Texas; 
Christopher DeLeon 
and his wife, Marissa of 
Amarillo, Texas; Mar-

cos DeLeon of Bovina, 
Texas; and Gil DeLeon 
of Bovina, Texas; her 
daughter, Maria DeLeon 
of Clovis, New Mexico; 
her father-in-law, Gil 
DeLeon of Bovina, Tex-
as; five sisters, Emma 
Perez and her husband, 
Rosalio of Greely, Colo-
rado; Dora Garcia of 
Amarillo, Texas; Irma 
Estrada and her hus-
band, Paul of Hereford, 
Texas; Rebecca Corral 
and her husband, Car-
los of Amarillo, Texas; 
and Jessica Salas and 
her husband, Procopio 
of Utah; and her eight 
grandchildren, Angelita 
Abeyta, Malachi Maldo-
nado, Gabriel Maldona-
do, Alex DeLeon, Alexis 
DeLeon, Geriah DeLe-
on, Mason DeLeon, and 
Remington DeLeon.

The family suggests 
memorials be sent to St. 
Ann’s Catholic Church, 
409 South 3rd Street, 
Bovina, Texas, 79009. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www. 
ellisfuneralhomes.com. 

Elva DeLeon

Teddy Cole White

Maria Cruz Calderon 
Gonzalez, 70 of Friona 
passed away Septem-
ber 25, 2025 in Amarillo.  
Celebration of Life Ser-
vices were held at 3:00 
PM Saturday Septem-
ber 27, 2025 at Templo 
De Adoracion of Friona 
with Pastor Roy Domin-
guez, officiating. Burial 
followed in the Friona 
Cemetery entrusted to 
HANSARD FAMILY Fu-
neral Home of Friona.  

Maria was born May 3, 
1955 in Ciudad Acuña, 
Mexico to Petra Calde-
ron Rico. Her main pas-
sion was her family. She 
loved God and that car-
ried over into her life, as 
she was a loving and car-
ing mother, and grand-
mother and loved to 
provide and travel with 
them. Their journey was 
her journey. 

Preceding her in death 

was her mother-Petra 
Calderon Rico, hus-
band-Jose Luis Gon-
zalez, daughter-Mayra 
Gonzalez and great-
grandson- Elisha Esc-
obedo. 

Those to mourn her 
passing include 2 sons- 
Jose Luis Gonzalez II, 
and Heriberto Gonza-
lez  both of Big Lake, 2 
daughters- Maria Mag-
dalena Gonzalez and 
Maricruz Licerio both of 

Friona, siblings-Benita 
Calderon, Isabel Calde-
ron, Manuela Calderon, 
Oscar Calderon, Ciri-
lo Calderon, Esteban 
Calderon, grandchil-
dren-Perla Gonzalez, 
Raul Licerio, Jonathan 
Licerio, Diego Licerio, 
Estibali Tafoya, Lupita 
Gonzalez, Luis Adame, 
José Luis Gonzalez, 
Erica Gonzalez, Noelia 
Gonzalez, Alex Licerio, 
Oscar Gonzalez, Herib-
erto Gonzalez II, Magda-
lena Licerio, and Mayra 
Delgado, and 34 great-
grandchildren. 

You may send bless-
ings to the family and 
sign the online guest 
book exclusively at:  
hansardfamily.com

Maria Cruz Calderon Gonzalez

Teddy Cole White, 
newborn son of Had-
ley and Holly White, 
passed into the arms 
of Jesus on September 
24, 2025. Private family 
services and burial was 
entrusted to HANSARD 
FAMILY Funeral Home 
of Friona. 

He was preceded 
in death by his great 
grandfathers Teddy 
White and George Car-
los Washington.  

Those left to mourn 

his passing include his 
parents, one broth-
er, Cooper Glen of 
the home, grandpar-
ents Brett and Carla 
Beamesderfer of Bel-
ton, TX, Bill and Jeri 
Lynn White of Friona, 
great grandparents 
Sharon White of Frio-
na, Jerry and Janet LaF-
rance of Lubbock, Dor-
othy G. Washington, 
H. Edward and Linda 
Beamesderfer, and 
great, great grandfa-

ther Leonard Fillman, 
as well as his aunts and 
uncles, Adaline White, 
Anna Beamesderfer, 
Jarrett White, and Sean 
Beamesderfer.  

You may send bless-
ings to the family and 
sign the online guest 
book exclusively at: 
hansardfamily.com

John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Derek Wayne Davila 
entered eternal rest on 
Monday, September 
29, 2025, at the age of 
37. Viewing will be held 
from 10:00 AM to 8:00 
PM with Rosary Services 
at 6:00 PM Friday Oc-
tober 3, 2025 at St. Te-
resa’s Catholic Church 
in Friona with Mass of 
Christian Burial Services 
set for 9:30 AM Saturday 
October 4, 2025 at St. Te-
resa’s Catholic Church 
in Friona with Father 
Nick Gerber as Cele-
brant. Burial following 
entrusted to HANSARD 
FAMILY Funeral Home 
of Friona. 

Derek was born in 
Hereford, Texas to David 
and Beth Davila, he was 
raised in Parmer County 
and proudly carried the 
spirit and heart of a true 
farm boy throughout his 
life.

From a young age, Der-
ek was full of energy, cu-
riosity, and charm. With 
a mischievous grin and a 
sparkle in his eye, he was 
known for speaking his 
mind and lighting up ev-
ery room he entered. He 
was baptized on April 6, 
1996, and made his Holy 
Sacrament of Confirma-
tion just one week later, 
on April 14, 1996.

As a child, Derek was 
active and adventurous 
from the start. He par-
ticipated in Boy Scouts, 
played tee ball, baseball, 
and football, and at-
tended Friona schools, 
graduating with the 
Class of 2006. One of his 
proudest (and most hu-
morous) achievements 
was running and win-
ning the “Fat Man Race” 
in high school, where 

he took home first place 
and a bucket of chicken.

Following graduation, 
Derek pursued a higher 
calling and enlisted in 
the United States Navy. 
He completed basic 
training and proudly 
graduated from the Na-
val Station Great Lakes 
Naval Academy in Chi-
cago, Illinois on Novem-
ber 3, 2006.

After his military ser-
vice, Derek explored 
various career paths, 
searching for where he 
truly belonged. Derek 
found his calling in the 
fields. He loved work-
ing the land, caring for 
the animals, and putting 
in the long hours that 
come with a life rooted 
in agriculture. Farm-
ing wasn’t just work to 
him, it was a way of life, 
a reflection of his steady 
hands, wild but patient 
spirit, and respect for 
nature’s rhythm. On the 
farm he found a sense 
of purpose, belong-
ing, and peace working 
for Mitchell Wiseman, 
where he remained ded-
icated until his passing.

Derek’s heart also held 
a restless spark, one that 
carried him beyond the 
fields and into the open 
road. He was an adven-
turer at his core, never 
shying away from thrill 
or challenge. Whether 
it was riding his motor-
cycle, tearing across the 
countryside in a Can-
Am, or finding the next 
rush of excitement, Der-
ek lived life with fearless 

enthusiasm and a smile 
that said he was exactly 
where he wanted to be. 
He lived life to the fullest 
and encouraged others 
to do the same.

Derek is preceded in 
death by his beloved Lit-
tle Grandma Maria Da-
vila, his Grandpa Nick 
Manzanares, and his 
dear Tía Dee Dee Davila.

He is survived by the 
love of his life, Michelle, 
and his cherished chil-
dren: Dre, Derek Jr., 
Reagan, Scarlett, Myr-
na, Serenity, Daniel, 
Diego, and Sophia. He 
also leaves behind his 
devoted parents, David 
and Beth Davila of Frio-
na; his siblings: Joe Bob 
Orozco (Evelyn) of Fri-
ona, Cassandra Hutch-
erson (Will) of Norman-
gee, David Davila III 
(Laura) of Pflugerville, 
Erica Crum (James) of 
Amarillo, and Samantha 
Davila (Justin) of Austin.

He will be lovingly re-
membered by his many 
nieces and nephews: 
Marcus, Julius, Mia, and 
Nico Orozco; Alexis, 
Bryanna, Thomas, and 
Roxy Hutcherson; Liah 
Davila; Boston Crum, 
Jeremiah Davila, Naivia 
Sintas, Eli Sintas, and 
Axel Crum, along with 
numerous aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and extended 
family.

Derek’s legacy is one 
of boldness, loyalty, hu-
mor, and heart. He will 
be remembered for his 
enormous laugh, sweet 
smile, adventurous soul, 
and continual love for 
his family and friends.

You may send bless-
ings to the family and 
sign the online guest 
book exclusively at:  
hansardfamily.com

John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Derek Wayne Davila

Texas Stock Exchange Receives SEC Approval

AUSTIN — On Tuesday, Governor 
Greg Abbott congratulated the Texas 
Stock Exchange (TXSE) for receiving 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) approval to operate as a na-
tional securities exchange.  

“Texas is swiftly becoming America’s 
financial hub,” said Governor Abbott. “I 

congratulate the Texas Stock Exchange 
for the launch of Texas’ own trading 
platform that will spur economic de-
velopment and expand the financial 
might of our great state around the 
world. Working together, we will make 
Texas stronger and more prosperous 
than ever before.”

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com
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Ginger Drager and Glen Herring (’64)

Scott Cummings (‘66)

Charles Ray (’62) and David Carson (’64) Joyce Houlette (’65) and Marca Herring (‘64)

Lynn (Wilson) Nelson (’65) and 
Lois (Moyer) Eitle (’64)

Forrest and Linda Jo (’65) (Davis) Harding Sharon and Darrell (‘65) Anthony

Aaron Drager (’64) and
Carolyn (Herring) Carson (’64)

Charles (’62) & Roseanne (’64) (Greeson) Ray

Don Eitel, Marca Herring (‘64), 
Lois (Moyer) Eitel (‘64) Donna (Fulks) Lee (’65) George (’65) & Leslie Rushing Byron Brewer (’66)

Connie (‘66) (Schueler) & Joe Bob (’65) Johnson Lois (Moyer) Eitel (’64) and Barbara (Fallwell) Bennett (’65)

FHS
Class Reunion

At the home of Marca Herring
FHS Classes of ‘62, ‘64, ‘65, & ‘66
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www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking • TeleBank (806) 364-8300

• Free Checking
• Premier+ Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking 
• Savings/ Real Saver

“The bank designed with YOU in mind.”
We Have Four Locations to serve You

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

8700 FM 2219
Amarillo, TX

(806) 350-6391

• Certificate of Deposits
•Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

NMLS#631662

Banking Local 
builds stronger 

communities!

7th Grade Cheerleaders — (l-r) Arianna Rocha, Tensley Grimsley, Aryelle Chico, Jade Mills, Amayah Royas, Alayhlee Villarreal, and Katiyah Perez.

Texas pumpkin producers are experi-
encing a strong harvest thanks to consis-
tent rainfall and a dry July. While quan-
tity is on par with last season’s harvest, 
producers say overall pumpkin quality is 
better compared to last year, according 
to Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
experts.

Mark Carroll, AgriLife Extension agri-
culture and natural resources agent for 
Floyd County, said consumers can ex-
pect a significant improvement when 
purchasing their Texas-grown pump-
kins this year. Prices are expected to re-
main consistent, with some variability 
as Halloween approaches. Carroll said 
consumers can prolong the life of fresh, 

Texas pumpkins by keeping the bottom 
dry to prevent wet rot and decay.

Juan Anciso, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension 
horticulture program leader and associ-
ate head of the Texas A&M Department 
of Horticultural Sciences, said that Floyd 
County poses an ideal location for Texas 
pumpkin production. Pumpkins thrive 
in mild, frost-free climates with plenty of 
water. Producers in Floyd County utilize 
drip irrigation to ensure their pumpkin 
crops remain cool and receive adequate 
and timely water.

Both Carroll and Anciso encouraged 
consumers to purchase pumpkins from 
bins containing a Texas pumpkin logo to 
ensure support of Texas producers.

Pumpkin harvest looking strong


