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Taxable hotel receipts drop $1.5M in May

Figures mark the second straight month for drop, April decline tallied more than $800,000

From staff reports ($27.96 million). Midiand in May 2009.............$2,796,685 La Quinta (Loop 250) e 3184.763
In terms of total receipts, most hotels took  Midland in May 2008 ... $3.290,761 La Quinta (Wall) | 3170028
Taxable hotel receipts in Midland dropped  a hit in May compared to April. It is worth Value Place .. $153.696
by nearly $1.5 million in May. noting that six of the top nine revenue-pro- Top Midland hotels West Texas Inn and Suites $152.51:
The Texas Comptrolier’s Office reported ducers are located at the Scharbauer Sports (Taxable receipts) Midland Country Inn $143.832
on its website that Midland collected $7.313  Complex and all but one (the DoubleTree by Microtel Inn $14091
milhon in taxable receipts in May, down Hilton) were built as recently as 2008 DoubleTree by Hilton $804.403 Comfort Inn b138,75%
from $8.803 million in May 2014. This is Hilton Garden Inn . $497.798 Hawthorne Suites $126.934
the second straight month for a drop in tax- Hotel business Homewood Suites ....%456,715 Plaza Inn (Big Spring St} 31 16,821
able receipts. In April, the decline was more  (Taxable receipts) Residence Inn ... $447.692 Best Value Inn $113.327
than $800,000. Sleep Inn .. | | $341,532 Comfort Inn 5109240
This could be the start of a decline com- May 2015 Candlewood Suites ... $326.848 Baymont Inn $107.057
pared to the most successful four quarters in  Midland v 37,313,658 Holiday Inn Express $313,031
Midland’s history when it comes to taxable Odessa .. poom—. - %, & Townplace Suites . $298.80] Note: One Lodge was listed with
receipts. From the second quarter of calen-  Abilene .. e 4,058,125 Springhill Suites $296,011  $290,040; RL Signor Midland listed with
dar year 2014 to the first quarter of 2015, Lubbock ... ... 38,551,604  Midtown Hotel ... $288.107 $189.466
hotels collected more than $118 million in San Angelo ... $2,726,044  Holiday Inn Express (I-20) $284.419
taxable receipts. During the previous four | Courtyard by Marriott $277.178  Top in Midland-Odessa
qum'tc‘r! that total was nearly $30 million Midland in May 2014.. . 38,803,463 Home2Suites $275.560 DoubleTree by Hilton SR8 1.586
Midland in May 2013 $7.077,04]1  Best Western $231.257 MCM Fundome(O) $709.21X
At this point in the second quarter of Midland in May 2012 56,078,115  Hampton Inn and Suites $216.463  Hilton Garden Inn $603.966
Lalcnt:hrywwlﬁ fi are likely to be Midland in May 2011............$4.251.112  Fairfield Inn. $205.1499 MCM Elegante (O $536.632
closer to 2013 ($21.75 million) than 2014 Midland in May 2010 $2.460.365  Comfort Suites $199.647 Homewood Suites $504.064
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Editor’s note: This story has been altered
due 10 a change In the numbers reported by
the Permian Basin Board of Realtors. A report
attached 10 an email to the Reporter- Telegram
on Tuesday indicated there were 797 “active
residential” listings. A PBBOR official later
confirmed that number. An amail that contained
the report also included that “There were 434
Active listings on the last day of June” The
figure was not included in the attached report
and was not brought to our attention when a
call was made confirming the 797 number

The Reporter- Telegram I8 correcting the
report 1o show this change

Midland s housing market produced a
record for houses sold during the month
of June

Figures from the Permuan Basin Board
of Realtors indicated 228 homes were
sold 1n June — the most according to
their records, which go back to Januany
2008

For those homes sold in June, the
median sold price was $250,000, a 12
percent decrease compared to June of las
year. The average sold price dropped 17
percent year-over-year. It should be noted
June 2014 experienced the highest home
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Please see HOMES/4A

Senate panel
approves bill that
would lift oil

export ban

From staff and wire reports

WASHINGTON — A Senate panel has
approved energy legislation that would
lift the 40-year-old ban on crude oil

s | | exports and open some areas of the Outer
S Tim Flecherfeporter- Telegram Continental Shelf to oil and gas

Work continues Thursday on *mmhmdwumm | exploration.
- “We are pleased that the Energy

| and Natural Resources Commuttee has
By Brandon Mulder The city of ghdhnd s performing s
bmulder@mrt.com mc'min;;“,"m at &ruud Deive and hope leadership moves quickly to a vote

* VORUE — addin on the Senate floor,” said Ben Shepperd,
If you've recently been in the west- new —— m.;t:&hmdig: president of the Permian Basin Petroleum
ern part of the city, you might have ‘Fﬂ Association, in a statement emailed to the
- noticed a strange curtain that is veiling mmmmc-ﬁx Reporter-Telegram. “Particularly given
;ﬁmuukm--ﬁ- Environmental Quality's standards the recent deal allowing Iran to export
's disappearance trick.
The reality is less exciting. Please see WATER/4A Please see EXPORT/MA
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last week with human
smuggling. Among them
was 49-year-old Jaime
Jaramillo-Hernandez, of
San Antonio, whom au-
thorities accused of leading
the ring that shipped about
150 Central American

and Mexican immigrants
weekly. The immigrants immi
paid about $5,000 each for

side,” he said.
Among the ways that the
grants were trans-
was inside a stifling

the trip. -Haul truck whose driver

“These arrests give
a significant blow to a

tried to avoid authorities
by veering onto a set of

Judge mulls cha]ienge ta;izona
Medicaid plan hospital fee

By Bob Christie

Associated Press

PHOENIX — A lawyer representing 36
Republican lawmakers told a judge Thurs-
day that keeping a hospital assessment in
effect to help fund the state’s Medicaid
expansion would gut a voter-approved
law requiring a two-thirds vote for tax
INCreases.

Christine Sandefur, of the Goldwater
Institute, urged Maricopa County Superior
Court Judge Dougias Gerlach to rule that
the hospital assessment that became law
in 2013 was unconstitutional because it
passed with only a bare majority. A 1998
constitutional amendment called Propo-
sition 108 requires tax increases to be
passed by a supermajority.

“The voters passed Prop 108 specifical-
ly to have it apply across the board, even
In emergency situations, even programs
for the poor,” Sandefur told Gerlach. “And
to exempt the provider tax here really
creates a serious loophole. It leads the
court to read two provisions contrary to
each other and allows the Legislature to
give ultimate discretion to an unelected,
appointed administrator.”

A lawyer representing state Medicaid
Director Tom Betlach said a provision of
Proposition 108 exempts the type of fee
imposed to help fund Medicaid expansion
from the supermajority requirement. At-
torney Douglas Northup told Gerlach that

Sandefur was trying to convince the judge
that an assessment set by a state agency
benefiting those who pay it qualifies as a
lax.

“They’re asking you to read words into
the constitutional provision that don’t ex-
ist,” Northup said.

The 2013 law pushed by then-Gov., Jan
Brewer, a Republican, passed after a his-
toric statehouse battle. It was designed to
provide coverage to an estimated 300,000
low-income Arizonans, and the hospital
assessment paid for the state’s extra costs.

Medical centers are pleased to pay it,
according to a friend-of-the-court brief
filed by several hospital chains and the
state hospital association.

In the nine months after the assessment
went into effect in January 2014, hospitals
paid $143 million to the state, but they
collected $488 million in payments for
caring for patients that previously didn't
qualify for Medicaid insurance, according
to records from the Arizona Health Care
Cost Containment System.

Gerlach said he'’s trying to rule quickly,
but regardless of what he decides, he's
certain of an appeal.

“The way it works is there is no way to
get your case to the Supreme Court right
away, so we had to go through this exer-
cise,” he said. “l enjoyed it, but the fact of
the matter is | appreciate the fact that my
decision probably has as much meaning as
the outcome of a spring training game."

Texas Tech reviewing accusations
of improper grade changes

Associated Press

LUBBOCK — Texas Tech University
IS inwestifating allegations that the grades
of several students in the Rawls College
of Business were changed to unfairly
improve their results and allow them to
graduate.

Jay Conover, the tenured professor
who taught the course, noticed that some
grades listed on the transcript for the stu-
dents were not the same as what he issued.
He attended graduation ceremonies and
was surprised to see that three of the MBA
students received their diplomas anyway.
A fourth student is set to graduate at the
end of the summer semester.

Conover said that D’s were changed to
A’s and B's, while a C was changed to an
A. He learmned the business coliege’s dean
had signed off on the students’ change-of-

form, which didn’t list any reason
or the grade switch.

Judge
denies

When students typically appeal their
grades, Conover said the dean forms a
committee in which students and the
instructor , but that didn’t happen
in this case. He said that the students in
question had him near the end
of the spring semester to ask him for a
better grade so they could meet the GPA

uirement to graduate, -

ut he said he told them they would
have to retake the course if wanted
togelﬂwirﬂ.Cm that he
met with the in to discuss the
students’ low grades. dean showed
him emails from the students, whose
iow on

Cmnmmmm
pcrformance had stemmed from taking too
many courses during the semester.

Provost Lawrence Schovanec said in a
statement that school officials are looking

into the allegations.

manager.

NCCD-College Station
will pay $18.5 million to
Texas A&M, with future

A&M University System
upon termination of the
ground lease.

HOUSTON
7 more sentenced in
National Guard

recruiting scam in
Texas

Seven more National
Guard members in Texas
are going to prison Or
must serve tion In a
scam to collect recruiting
bonuses. .

Prosecutors in Houston
on Thursday announced

nalties in cases blamed

or more than $170,000 in

government losses.

The military personnel
were convicted of charges

ranging from conspiracy,

bribery and wire fraud to

aggravated identity theft.
ammie Martin of Katy

was sentenced to 102

months. Michelle Da-

vis of Houston received

57 months. Zaunmine
“Orlando” Duncan of
Douglasville, Georgia, was
sentenced to 70 months.

Annika Chambers of
Houston received six
months in prison. Lashae
Hawkins of San Antonio
received a year and a day
behind bars.

Cristopher Renfro of
Houston was sentenced
to 36 months in prison.
Another soldier received

Six othef National Guard

members were sentenced
in June.

HOUSTON

Aggressive cobra
found at Houston

high-rise apartments
An 2-foot-

Joug boken captered o &

Mmm

downtown
Houston has been
- Houston police

were

summoned to The Rice
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Police said a West Texas
driver has been charged
with killing an acquain-
tance who was hit while
riding a bicycle and then
fatally shot.

Tom Green County jail
records show Stephano
Culbreath of San Angelo
was being held Thursday
on murder and possession
of a controlled substance
charges.

San Angelo police are
seeking a motive in the
killing of David Titus,
whose body was found last
Saturday on a street.

Culbreath was arrested
hours later when he drove
near the crime scene and
seemed preoccupied with
the investigation. Police
said they found metham-
phetamine in his SUV. The
bumper had marks consis-
tent with the bicycle.

Culbreath was held with-
out bond on the murder
count and $50,000 bond in
the drug case. Online re-
cords don’t list an attorney
to speak for him.

WICHITA FALLS
Texas businessman

finds cellphone that
fell from plane

A Texas businessman
used an app to find his
iPhone in a rural pasture
after it fell about 9,300
feet during a flight from
Houston.

The Wichita Falls Times
Record News
Thursday that Ben Wilson
said his cellphone still
works.

Wilson said he and a
pilot were travelingcnﬂhome
Monday in a Beec
Bonanza when a pressure
change caused the passen-

door to open slightly.
ilson didn’t realize his
cellphone fell out until
after landing.

Wilson owns Gas Corp.
of America in Wichita
Falls. He and an cmployee
used an app to narrow the
search to near Jacksboro,
more than 50 miles away.

The pair set on their
search Tuesday and ended

upinannlrm.'nwy
found the cellphone under
a mesquite tree.
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offers
rebuttal to
LSU disputes

By Melinda Deslatte
Associated Press

BATON ROUGE, La. —
The foundation that man-

mmw e St §

under a
deal says it

sought to bring in an
outside mediator to work
out disputes with LSU, but
the university has rejected
the effort.

LSU has that
the Biomedical h
Foundation of Northwest
Louisiana, known as BRF,
failed to live up to its
contract.

Ina ZI-vp letter to
LSU late Wednesday, BRF
issued a point-by-point
rebuttal of accusations it
has breached the hospital
oversight agreement. In-
stead, the foundation said
LSU leaders have thwarted
efforts to ease the transi-
tion and remedy concerns.

“Each and every attempt
we have made to objec-
tively address outstand-
ing pmblerm has been

rejected,” Steve Skrivanos,
chairman of the BRF board,
wrote to LSU System Presi-
dent F. King Alexander.

Skrivanos said that since
the research foundation
took over management of
the two hospitals nearly two
years ago, it has decreased
overtime costs, reduced pa-
clinic visits and lowered
patient complaints.

“We are eager to work
cooperatively with LSU to
resolve any disputes,” he
wrote.

LSU refused to comment
Thursday on the hospital
manager’s letter. University
spokesman Emie Ballard
said in an email that LSU
had received the document
and will “have no com-
ments while negotiations are

In his July 10 letter alleg-
ing breach of contract, Alex-
ander accused the research
foundation of “actions and
activities that are contrary,
and in fact antagonistic, to
the best interests of LSU
and the state.”

Alexander said BRF
hasn’t established a sustain-
able financial model for the

hospitals, has damaged the

Skrivanos wrote: Nsmm
point, it is our hope that the
past would be the past and
we can move forward.”

He insisted BRF sup-
ports the LSU teaching
mission, has never refused
needed resources or sup-
plies to medical students
and is following a sustain- -
able business model for the
hospitals. But he wrote that
the research foundation has
concemns about LSU trying
to maintain control over

proposed a
meeting to work through the
concems and draw up tlnre-

.wm
thﬁiﬂb
foundation’s and
CEO, John to resign
from BRF and be banned
from any association with
LSU.

Skrivanos said George
agreed “to have his involve-
ment in affairs be
determined by third party
resolution” but will remain
in his position until then.

Gu.--dﬁw
nbhw of

Supervisors at the time the

was struck. He has since
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Fire chief: More training planned after dlspatcher hung up

By Russell Contreras

and Terry Tang
Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — All
Albuquerque Ph Department

ﬁloym nuntm

wlda‘)llc ler

tryh. to holp a teenage shooting
victim to “deal with it yourself."”

The department will start giving
fiﬁr:;' intervention training to all

ghters and dispatchers next
week, Fire Chief David Downey
told reporters Wednesday. A
department spokeswoman said she
was not sure if some employees
had previously received the
training.

The dispatcher, Matthew San-
chez, should not have husg up on
the |7-year-old caller in such a
traumatic situation, Downey said.

“It was outlandish. Unforgiv-
able,” he said. “You cannot call
911 and be treated like that. You
can't do it.”

In the l'ecc::ru‘.:lirtlge made pub-
lic this week, caller Esperanza
Quintero snaps at Sanchez for

repeatedly asking whether her
friend Jaydon Chavez-Silver, 17, is

breathing.
“It was upsetting at the time, but
| didn’t have a choice,” Quintero

said. “What more could | have
done””’

This June 27 photo

shows flowers placed

with a

group of other teenagers in Albuquerque, N.M. A New Mexico dispatcher has
resigned after telling a panicked 911 caller who was trying to save Jaydon Chavez-

Silver's e to “deal with it yourself”

ful. A message left with Local 224
of the International Association of
Fire Fighters, the union represent-
ing Albuquerque firefighters, was

not immediately returned.

Despite the ambulance’s quick
response, Downey called San-
chez’s conduct “egregious” and
said the department has notified
the New Mexico agency governing
emergency medical licenses.

Quintero told The Associated

Sanchez asks.
ing”"

T'he caller responds. “Barely!”

The caller is then heard franti-
cally encouraging Chavez-Silver
to keep breathing

“"One more breath' One more

'Is he not breath-

breath!” Quintero tells him. “There

you go Jaydon. One more breath'

There you go Jaydon. Good job!

Just stay with me, OK”? OK”™
Sanchez then asks again, “'Is he

in the shrubs outside the house where
17-year-0ld Jaydon Chavez-Silver was shot and killed while socializing

the dispatcher says.

it seemed from the tape that
Sanchez hung up on the caller in
mid-sentence.

“No, my friend is dying,” she
said as the call ended.

Dr. Jeff Clawson, medical and
research director of the Interna-
tional Academies of Emergency
Dispatch, said records show that
Sanchez became certified as a dis-
patcher in February 2012 and was
recertihed two years later.

The exchange illustrates the
stress that comes with life-and-
death 91 calls and how they can
be mishandled

“Somebody with no experience
at all, it’s almost understandable
said Brett Patterson, also of the
academies. “But if you're trained
and certified, 1t's not forgivable
['hat should never happen.”

Officials saxd Sanchez was
employed by the Albuquerque Fire
Department for 10 years and was
a firefighter before being assigned
o a dispatcher job. It was unclear
why the change was made

Police said Chavez-Silver was
watching a card game at a fnend’s
house when six shots were fired
at the bay windows from outside
Witnesses said Chavez-Silver
yelled that he had been shot then
fell to the floor

A bullet struck Chavez-Silver in
the upper body, and he was rushed

—— e

Chavez-Silver, 17, later died,
police said. Sanchez had sent an
ambulance before hanging up, and
it arrived within minutes, officials

said.

He resigned Tuesday, and efforts
to reach him have been unsuccess-

—-— T T— T E—

keeping him alive!

changes after historic

losses in 2014

By Russell Contreras
Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE.
N.M. — Eight months ago.
Republican Gov. Susana
Martinez won re-election

by a wide margin and the

- GOP ook control of the

New Mexico House for
the first ime since Dwight

Eisenhower was president.

s

The 2014 losses were
historic for New Mexico
Democrats, who had long
held power in the state
with the highest percent-
age of Hispanic residents.
Party activists grew even
more disheartened in the
aftermath, as phone calls
weren 't returned and an
energized Republican Party
appeared to be dictating
the state’s agenda on taxes
and education.

Now the state’'s Demo-
crats are INg a new
executive director and
chairwoman will steer the
once-dominant back
into power after months of
uncertainty and infighting.

The party announced

. this week it has selected
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Denver attorney Joe Ka-
bourek as its executive di-
rector, and officials plan on
embarking on a statewide
tour to speak to “dispir-
ited” activists. Officials say
Kabourek was selected out
of around 30 candidates
and comes to the position
with extensive fundrais-

ing into a 2016
ntial election cycle.
“I think it's safe to say

the Democratic Party

of New Mexico is m a
rebuilding " saud
Brian m Al-

I:.lqtm'qugpollster.“’nn
Democratic Party brand
had some problems locally
and nationally.”

The 2014 losses came
even though state Demo-
crats outnumbered Repub-
licans in voter regi 10N
1.5-to-1.

Democratic Party of

New Mexico chairwoman
Débra Haaland, who was
recently elected as chair,
said 2014 was difficult be-

cause the party failed to get only minutes after gunfire

its base out to the polls in
an election that saw overall
low voter turnout. Haaland
was the Democratic candi-
date for lieutenant gover-
nor with losing gubernato-
rial nominee Gary King.

Some Democrats blamed
the losses on infighting and
the misuse of resources on
unwinnable races instead
of focusing on baitling
GOP surges in traditionally
safe Democrats seats.

But if Democrats recruit
the right candidates and
reach out to the state’s
rural voters, Haaland says
voter turnout will be much
larger in 2016. ] don’t
have any doubt that we
will win back the House,"
she said

Kabourek, who starts
his job Aug. 10, said his
first tasks areé to rebuild
the Democratic bench and
put the party in position
to retake the New Mexico
House in 2016.

“It’s a great time to be a

Democrat in New Mexico.”

Kabourek said. “We're
moving on from what was
a dispirited election.”

To do that, Democrats
need to traip new candi-
dates and move to a new
system that uses metadata
to better target voters and
raise money, Kabourek
said.

for the R
New Mexico, said it didn't
matter who was in charge
of the state Democrats

if their stances on issues
didn’t change.

“For over 50 years, New
Mexico Democrats have
been directly to blame for
holding back reform,” Gar-
rett said. “Last year voters
wanted a different direc-
tion, yet we see the same

attitude from the State
Democratic Party — pro-
tecting a failed status quo
at all costs.”

Convicted rapist in New Mexico

_m o

been sentenced to an ad-

ditional in |
for three
‘sault cases in New lﬁo.
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- victims were attacked in

mﬁmmyenrsinprhon

saulting two teenage girls
and a woman in 1990 and
1993.

Prosecutors say the

their homes by a masked
man and Blea was linked

to the cases through DNA
evidence.

‘and one count

Press that she wished Sanchez had
done more to help after Chavez-
Silver was shot while watching
friends play cards inside a home
In the recording of the call.
Quintero is heard saying. | am

breathing”"

By Michael
Kunzelman
Associated Press

BAr()N R()LI(I[' I .

| — The urgent call went

out across a police radio

| erupted insidde a Lafayette

movie theater: [he suspect
was inside an auditorium
and had reloaded his gun
“We have an active
shooter here. one officer
said, calling for help from
others with rifles. “Listen,

. we need everybody over
here. Send anybody you

got.”

“Take it easy,” another

- officer interjected. “Ev-
| erybody is en route. We're

coming.

Police radio transmis-
sions released Thurs-
day — a week after the
rampage — show that John

" Russell Houser was dead

within four minutes of a
dispatcher broadcasting
his bare-bones description:
white male, white shirt,
khaki shorts.

Officers found Houser's
body inside the same au-
ditorium at The Grand 16

' theater in Lafayette where

he opened fire 20 minutes
into a screening of “Train-

. wreck” on the night of July

23. Houser shot and killed
two people and wounded

' nine others before fatally
. shooting himself, police

i
|
i
|
B
i
|
|

R

said.
Authorities also released
a batch of 911 emergency

- calls in response to public

records requests by.The

Pat Garrett, a spokesman | Associated Press and other

. news outlets.

epublican Party of |

Inone 911 call, a man

; breathing heavily said
' he heard six or seven

shots from a man who
‘shot right at people.” In

another, a man pleads for

the dispatcher to send more

' ambalances. A woman in

another call says she saw a

Quintero responded,
barely breathing. how many times
do | have to (expletive) tell you””

“OK, you know what ma’'am”’
You can deal with it yourself. | am
not going to deal with this, OK™"

o a hospital where he died. inves

.iHc l“

girl who got shot walking
out of the theater as she
was walking in

Authorities also released
video from the dashboard
of a police vehicle and
brief snmippets of surveil-
lance video that shows
Houser purchase a ticket
at the theater and walk
through the lobby and
down a hallway toward
the auditorium where the
shooting occurred

I'he collection of audio
and video painted a picture
of moviegoers and police
rying to make sense of
a dangerous and chaotic
scene that was swiftly un
folding.

While many of the 91|
callers appear to be out of
breath, they also seemed
remarkably collected as
they relayed gruesome
details of what the victims
were wearnng or where
on their bodies were shot
Many used “Ma’'am™ to
refer to the female 911 op-
erators and took the time to
use courtesies like “Thank
you  and “please.”

Theater patrons who
could be seen leaving
as the first police officer
drove up were walking
instead of running.

Although terse and
often speaking in codes,
the voices over the police
radio provided a clearer,
real-time narrative of
how quickly the rampage
ended.

After the officer relayed
a report that the shooter
was reloading, another
called for setting up a
perimeter.

“Don’t forget the exit
doors. And then we’ll star
making our way inside to
get people out,” the officer
said.

“Alright, headquarters
we are making entry,  an
officer said.

“He’s in Theater 14, I'm

Ligators said

His family said Chavez-Silver
a recent high school graduate, had
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force

NO arrests have been made 1n
the shooting

New Mexico Dems eye = 911 calls describe harrowing scene
after Louisiana theater shooting

advised.” a woman sawd
“OK. we're just advised
the suspect shot himself

“Alnght we ve got sev
eral more victims inside.,
an officer said. “Suspect 1s
down. Suspect 1s down. We
have several more vic-
nms inside with gunshot
wounds.

“We need more umits
inside to start helping tn-
age. Also, bring first-aud
Kits. Immediately,” another
offhicer said

A lawyer for the city
said the tapes don tinclude
hundreds of other calls to
police. Names of the police
officers and 911 callers on
the tapes were withheld

Investigators found wigs
and disguises 1in Houser s
lLafayette motel room,
suggesting he hoped to
escape after the shoot-
ing. They said he tned to
blend in with the crowd of

" fleeing people but turmed

back after spotting officers
entering the theater

A police spokesman
said investigators also
recovered a “journal type
book™ from the Motel 6
room where Houser had
been staying since early
July. Authorities haven't
disclosed any details about
the journal s contents.

In 2008, a Georgia judge
ordered Houser detained
for a mental evaluation
after relatives claimed he
was a danger 1o himself
and others. But the judge
says she didn’t have him
involuntanly commit-
ted, which could explain
how he passed a federal
background check last year
that enabled him to buy the
40-caliber handgun.

Funeral services were
held Monday for 33-year-
old Jillian Johnson and
21-year-old Mayci Breaux,
the two women Kkilled by
Houser.
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Center
@ Oid Miners Maze family amuse-
uf:t.ﬂmdnﬂi Soott .
::m': BendinFarWest | Sprin '.‘g ly summer pelted
D R ot | i I et
Atttude, sundown, Noe! Plaza i tional Weather Service.
Odessa. lacebook comvodessaarts lﬂm. stones ﬂbh“

S s S OF fell on a
%nmmm

G;Ma:ﬁﬂ':::n Mmm:d‘:&:':um
-l"'"'-"m"':" The couple live in a mobile home in a
g e T3pm. | small neighborhood east of the city. Two
@ Summer Mummers “Masked months ago, hail stones 3 inches in diam-
Mummers n Midtropolis  or No eter swept through the area, Broadway

News s Good News” at the Yucca said, puncturing holes in the home’s roof.
Theatre summermummers.com “It just sou like a bunch of rocks
hitting the roof,” he said. “It was real loud
Pools hours today | __ jasted ly 30 to 45 minutes.” * sopfinde 4
@ Doug Russell Aquatic Center

13
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pox on his neigh

The hail stones left their signature Yy
900 N. Midland Drive, noon o 7 p.m bors’ vehicle hoods and Grimes and his
B Washington Aquatic Center

1601 E. Indiana Ave., noon 1o 7 p.m.

New movies in
Midland

B At Cinergy Cinemas: “Mission.
impossible - Rogue Nation™ “Vaca-
on”

B Al Big Sky Drive-in: “Mission
impossible - Rogue Nation™ “Vaca-
hon”

B At Tall City 14: "Miission: Impos-

Gas prices in Midland

Cheapest gas: §2 18 (Sam’s Club,
Tradewinds/SH 191)

Cheapest gas (non-membership
chub): $2.23 USA, Midland
Drive/Briarwood: Stripes, Midiand
Drive/Briarwood, Texaco, Briarwood/
Northcrest)

Most expensive gas $2 69
(Chevron, Rankin Highway and ECRH
135)

Most common prices: $2 53
$2.65

Cheapest prices in West Texas
Midiand $2.18, Lubbock $225
Odessa $2 27, San Angelo $2 27
Abilene $2 33

Gasoline prices down

nickel across Texas

Retal gasoline prices across
Texas shpped a nickel this week 10
seftie at $2.48 psr gallon

AAA Texas on Thursday reported
the nationwide price at the pump
dechined 7 cents (s week 10 reach
an average $2. 67 per gallon

Texarkana has the cheapes!
gasoline in Texas this week at §2.36
per gallon. Drivers in El Paso are pay-
ing the most statewide at an average
$2 66 per galion

AAA says most drivers are seeing
the lowest July retail gasoline prices
since 2009

Association experts say regional
price volatility continues in some
markets due 10 localized refinery

issues and hght supplies
Source: Associated Press

Watering schedule

The current outdoor walterng
schedule allows residents and busi-
nesses in the city of Midiand o water

Any violation may result in a fine
Jp 10 $500
The washing outdoor surfaces ban
s still in effect
Source: city of Midiand

Community calendar

B Sibley Nature Center s 10
present Odonata Celebration §
am.-1 p.m. Saturday The event will
leature lectures, guided trail hikes, art
and photography displays and kids’
activities

For more information, call 684-
6827. The schedule of Odonata
events 1s avalable a! sibleynature-
center.org

B United Blood Services will be
conducting a blood drive 1-4 p.m
Saturday in the parking lot of Midland
Park Mall. Donors will be entered in a

drawing for prizes, inciuding a cookie
cake from Great American Cookie

and a family meal from Luciano Pizza.

To register for the blood drive, call
Kathy Lujan at 689-8000. For more
information, visit www.iacebook comy
MidlandParkMall or www_simon_comny

mal/midtand-park-mall
Correction

A deputy with the Midland County
Sheriff's Office asrested a man
Wednesday for assault on a public
servant. A story in Thursday's edition
had the wrong law enforcement

agency
The Reporter- Telegram regrets
the eror.

throughou

county.

Ohlenburg.

Weather Service.

areas, and generally the

people aren’t aware of it."

cracked the windows of their homes.
Localized hail events continued

t June and July. Golf ball-size

pellets battered Greenwood residences and

neighborhoods on the western side of the

July is an unlikely month for hail con-
sidering the heated atmosphere, atcording
to the National Weather Service. But “in
Texas, nothing surprises us here,” said
local State Farm insurance agent Eddy

Earlier this month his office received
about 50 claims scattered throughout the
Greenwood area resulting from a hail
event that went undetected by the National

“It can be real, real localized in certain
public doesn’t

know that,” Ohlenburg said. “If it didn’t “B
get on TV or the front page, basically the

So while hail can pummel roofs and
assault cars in one neighborhood, there
. can be can be sunshine and rainbows in said.

1,000 customers in the

Raintree is one of about six

panies that dominate the local \
l-letdddlisye.h;mub“m

thnnlutye-"whw “probably

$10,000.” Grimes said his company breaks

even most years.

Last year Texas ranked No. | for home
and auto in 2014 with 51,193
hail-related c , according to State
Farm statistics. But the year that Grimes
and Ohlenburg remember is 2009, when
hail events paid high dividends to roofers.

sified by State Farm as “catastrophic.”

“It beat up cars, it knocked out wind-
shields. Basically, we felt that we re-
roofed Midland, but all the other insur-
ance companies felt that way t00,” he said.
oy, it was a monster.”

And for Grimes, his company netted
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

“Midland didn’t have a good storm unti}
2009, and that paid off super for me,” he

A storm on April 11 of that year was clas- |

_Arctic-bound ship leaves
Portland after oil drilling protest

By Steven DuBois
and Dan Joling

Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — A

" Royal Dutch Shell ice-
. breaker that was the target

of environmental protesters

. left Portland, Oregon, on

Thursday bound for an Arc-

' tic drilling operation after

a tense standoff ended with

| kayakers and activists who

had dangled from a bridge
to block its path.

The Fennica left dry dock
and made its way down the

- Willamette River toward
' the Pacific Ocean soon after

authorities forced the dem-
onstrators from the river and

' the St. Johns Bridge.

Several protesters in
kayaks moved toward the
center of the river as the ship
began its trip, but authon-

ties in boats and personal

From 1A

prices on record, with aver-
. age and median sold prices
reaching $340,000 and
$280,000 respectively.

The PBBOR also
reported that the average
. and median prices for last
month are still between 5
and 6 percent higher than
the average for the first five
months of 20185.

The price drop reflects
the drop in oil prices since
November of last year, when
the Organization of Petro-
| leum Exporting Countries

(OPEC) announced that it
would not change produc-
tion levels to stabilize the
falling price of oil. That an-
nouncement sent West Téxas
Intermediate crude into a
tailspin where it hit $42 a
barrel in March before rising
to between $50 and $60 a
barrel. It has recently fallen
to $47 a barrel after the
of the Iran nuclear
deal, rising oil supplies and
a weak economy.
The PBBOR numbers
also showed 434 homes
on the market in June, an

increase compared to May

watercraft cleared a narrow ice and carnes equi

that can stop ing oil.
Authorities moved in

hours after a federal judge in

Alaska ordered

USA to pay a fine of $2,500

Friday, $7.500 an hour Sat-
urday, and $10,000 an hour

protects Shell’s fleet from Sunday

(424) but a decrease com-
pared to the average of the
first five months of 2015
(498). Days on the market
rose to an average of 50.

Odessa also showed signs
of strain in its real estate
market, as the number of
homes sold dropped by a
quarter compared to June
2014, according to data
from the Texas Real Estate
Center at Texas A&M
University. Average home
prices fell by over 5 per-
cent, while median prices
remained stagnant. The
number of homes on the
market stayed relatively the
same. Until June Odessa’s
real estate market seemed
to have fared better than
Midland’s as home prices
continued to rise and inven-
tory remained low.

Home prices are not the
only measure to have fluc-
tuated since the price of oil
fell. Apartment prices have
boueutbyovuulu.
while occupancy has fallen
by over 10 percent, accord-
ing to a previous article.

June homes report

(All information accord-
ing to the Permian Basin
Board of Realtors)

Total homes on market,
(average first five months
of 2015); 498

Total homes on market,
June 2015: 434

Homes sold, June 2015
(most on record): 228

Homes sold, June 2014
(second most on record):

=

|

obeyed
commands, according to his

arrest affidavit.

Scientist:

Oil slick

likely from natural
seafloor seepage

By Christopher
Weber
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Coast
Guard officials say it will
likely be a couple more days
before they can defipitively
say what caused a miles-
long oil slick to matenialize
off the Santa Barbara Coun-
ty coast this week, but an

also about 100 barrels of

i petroleum per day,
Jordan Clark,

of earth science and environ-

mental studies at University

of California, Santa Barbara.
it’s not uncommon for

even amounts of oil
to be “burped”
from the sea . he said,

noting that Spanish explor-

who had just come ashore
with their legs and boats
covered in oil. One of them,
Bob Seiler, told KABC-TV
that he and a friend were
fishing when they suddenly
found themselves enveloped
by the oil.

“We were heading to the
end of the kelp bed that’s out
there and the further we got
out there the thicker this film
was,” he said.

Although the slick was
large, it wasn’t thick and
gooey enough to be scooped
up, Coast Guard Petty Offi-
cer Sondra-Kay Kneen said.
It should simply break up
and deplete on its own in the
days ahead, she said.
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July 19 shooting of Samuel
DuBose, who was stopped
for not having a front license
plate.

Defense attorney Stewart
Mathews said there are two
sides to the case and the
officer’s much-viewed body
camera video of the traffic
stop can be interpreted dif-
ferently from the prosecu-
tor’s version.

I-lechlu'MTamngns

Here's what
Betty White

thinks of
Cecil the
lion's killing
) ey

BEVERLY HILLS,
Calif. — White, a
passionate activ-
1st, has harsh words for
the Minnesota dentist who
killed Cecil the lion while
on a hunting trip in Zimba-
bwe this month.

“You don't wint to hear
some of the things | want
to do to that man,” the
93-year-old actress told
The Associated Press on

“It's mch a heartbreaker.

By Molly Hennessy-Fiske

Los Angeles Times

HOUSTON — Ten immigrunt
women who had been held at

government-contracted family
mwmw

with the
Smhyonm'ldlynlle;hg
that they and their children had
received substandard medical care
at the faciljties.
“These 10 complaints are repre-
sentative of the regular failures of
D}Bwptovidendequmm
care for mothers and children in
family detention facilities, and
they add to the already evi-
dence demonstrating why fami
detention must end,” the immigra-
tion attorneys’ groups representing
the women said in a statement.

The groups urged the depart-
ment to “conduct a prompt and
thorough investigation into these
e immediately and to take
swift action to fully investigate the
systemic problems.”

A Homeland Security spokes-
woman did not immediately

to a request for comment.

But officials have defended the

as humane facilities well equi

to provide medical, educati

and other services to women and
children. Last month, officials
announced added oversight and
case reviews intended to improve
family detention.

The Obama administration has
been expanding immigrant family
detention since last summer’s
surge of illegal immigratinn on the

By Jill Colvin
and Alicia A.
Caldwell

ofﬂcilhfm'dacaths |

Pmulby l-raemmry

detention centers in the past

race for the Republican

also arrested on criminal
charges. But that program

has been challenged in
court. Meanwhile, hun-

of Americans.” said Clim dreds of local jurisdictions -
Bolick, an Arizona lawyer are no longer complying .
who co-authored a book on ~ With requests to detain .
with for- immigrants until federal !
mmm Bush, authorities can take cus- .
himself a GOP presidential  tody of them. .
candidate. The nation's immigra- -
an interview tion courts already face a e
on CNN, Trump  yearslong backlog of more :
said the "good ones” could than 451,000 deportation
return via an “expedited” cases. For immigrants who
process and then remain in choose to fight the govern-
the ment's efforts to remove on
mmme business- them from the country, the o
man and former reality process can take several
| television star has shot to the  years. :

AN

southern border, primarily from
Central America. The number of
family detention facilities was
expanded from one 95-bed family
detention center in Pe ia to
three, the larger two in Texas, with
;:dlp.cﬁybyywscndoI'Sm

The women allege in their com-
plaints to Homelnnd Security’s in-

;pecu: general and Office of Civil
ights and Civil Liberties that they
and their children were denied
medical care and mistreated, and
that they endured medical errors,
including:

—A child vomiting blood was
told to drink water and was not
referred for off-site medical care
for three days.

—A woman with two broken
fingers was denied medical care
and advised to “drink more water.”

—A woman with breast cancer
was repeatedly denied medical
treatment.

—More than 250 children were
mistakenly given adult doses of a
Hepatitis A vaccine.

—A S-year-old was repeatedly
transferred off site for medical
care only to have on-site medical
professionals later refuse to issue
prescribed medication.

The complaints were submitted
on behalf of the women by the
American Immigration Council,
American Immigration Lawyers
Association, Catholic Legal Immi-
gration Network Inc., Immigrant
Justice Corps, Women's Refugee
Commission and Refugee and Im-
migrant Center for Education and
Legal Services, or RAICES.

The attorneys did not identify

. l because of his ears ago.
Associated Press mip;nsmmc on immigra- g Su -
aon.

NEW YORK — In o “I want to move ‘em out,
of his first forays into policy 44 we're going to move |
as a presidential candidate. .1, hack in and let them be
R Donald Tump 1004 * he told CNN.

for the deportation As for his plans for the

0““ 11 milkion peopie "bad ones,” Trump said:
estimated to be living in “We have a lot of bad dudes.
the muﬂlﬂmy while as | said. We have a lot of
“""“"'E‘mm y good really bad people here. |

s & plan o il want to get the bad ones |
with few ].'m'm___m& out. ... And, by the way, and

Tenﬂc; P they're never coming back.” |

ORS COmpSMed I l'ft)l{\c But Trump dodged |
mymw{;‘ sys::m questioned in the interview

Such an effort may be | about how he would locate
more difficult than Trump létosc he wanlskm deport.

: ampaign spokeswoman
wmma Hope Hicks declined to
finding them first. The | answer questions Thursday
government dusn unt haow about that process or how
the identities of many of the ITllllCh it might COSl.hc
millions of people n recent years, {

— lmgf the m\:;w:ll:vc Obama*administration
gally or remained after their has relied on fingerprints
legally issued visas expired collected by local jails and
Locating immigrants who sent to the FBI to identify
don't have a legal immi- immigrants living in the
gration status has stymied country illegally who were

——

.
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Associated Press

SEATTLE — Kurt Co-
bain’s widow and daughter
are urging a Seattle judge
not to release death-scene

' photos and records that a
top of polls in the crowded | Jawsuit claims will prove
' the Nirvana frontman was
presidential nomination in . murdered more than 20

perior Ceurt Judge
Theresa Doyle is set 10
hear arguments today over
whether to proceed with

a trial after Richard Lee,

. who runs a Seattle public

- access TV show, sued the

. city and the Seattle Police cult,
Department for the matenal
he says will show Cobain
didn’t die of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound in 1994,

' The Seattle Times reported
' The city is arguing that
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the women in the complaint but
their identities separately
to Homeland Security.

One complaint alleges that a
29-year-old woman from Hon-
duras struggled to get treatment
for breast cancer in detention.

The woman fled Central America
with her two childeen, ages 4 and
6, after being targeted by a gang
When she suffered headaches and
vomited for several days at a time
at the detention center in Dilley,
she had to wait days to see a doc
tor, the complaint alleges.

The attorneys also quote a
24-year-old Honduran woman
held in Dilley with her.S-year-old
daughter. “These are delicate situ-
ations when someone is sick and
vulnerable. They just care about
control,” the woman said.

She alleges in her complaint that
it took weeks to get her daughter
treated, eventually with help from
the Honduran Consulate, and even
then, she could not get prescribed
medications at the detention
center.

“I thought I came to this country
to escape abuse, mistreatment and
disrespect,” she said. “But it's the
same here.”

Jonathan Ryan, executive
director of San Antonio-based
RAICES, said the group had not
received a response Thursday from
Homeland Secunty.

“The substandard medical care
that these women have access to
1$ one of the principal examples of
ICE’s inability to manage family
detention in a way that is safe~
Ryan said. “There are mothers and
children in these facilities with

sealed for the sake of

daughter have written
to the court about the

have on their lives
“1 have had to cope

because of my father’

photographs could be

" Frances Bean (
wrole.
tionalizing 1t through

able pain.
She wrote that she
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the matenal should stay
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