Officers plead not guilty

Four Los Angeles police officers pleaded not
guilty Tuesday in the beating of a motorist
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Baressi to stay

Midland Independent School
District won't lose its superinten-
dant to Plano. Although MISD
superintendent Joseph Baressi Jr.
was one of the final two candi-
dates in the running for the Plano
Independent School District su-
perintendent post, James Surratt
of Daytona Beach, Fla., was se-
lected. PISD board members ap-
proved a three-year contract to
Surratt effective July 1, to head
the district in a regular board
meeting Tuesday night, according
to PISD spokesperson Nancy
Young. Surratt was the superinten-
dent of Volusia County Schools
in Daytona Beach.

‘Signiflcant other’

AMHERST, Mass. — Contend-
mg that a “'significant other'’ isn't
just another taxpayer, select-
men in this college town have ex-
tended the state’s anti-nepo-
tism laws to their friends and
lovers. In a 3-1 vote Monday
night, selectmen adopted a policy
barring the appointment of their
own relatives or “significant oth-
ers’’ to town boards and com-
mittees. Selectman Harry Oldham
Brooks cast the lone voté
against the policy. Last month his
fiancee Margot Parrot publicly
broke their engagement, maintain-
ing she had failed to gain ap-
pointment to the Finance Commit-
tee and the Planning Board
because of her romance with
Brooks. “'This is tofglly ab-
surd,”’ said residentiMary Went-
worth.

Kennedy film

DALLAS — Dallas County
commissioners Juesday again
turned down movie director Oli-
ver Stone’s proposal to film from
the former
Texas School
Book Depo-
sitory’s sixth
floor in a |
re-enactment
of Presi-
dent John F.
Kennedy's
" assassina-
tion. Com- '
missioners Stone
said they wouldn't reconsider
their decision against allowing
Stone use of the sixth floor and

Lee’s soccer season ends

Midland Lee's 1991 soccer season comes to an
abrupt halt in the first round of the playoffs

State income tax debate

State officials debate income tax before
newspaper publishers
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D Lee flag

Symbol to be retained in ‘historical context’

B Advisory committee
proposes to develop a new
LHS spirit logo.

By Myra Lee Salcedo
Staff Writer

The Midland school board Tuesday ap-
proved a recommendation to “phase
out” Lee High School’s Rebel flag as an
official school spirit symbol, but to retain

Bush opts
to let Iraq
quell strife

B Assertion reflects
conclusion that by protecting
rebel forces, U.S. would

risk fracturing the country.

N.Y. Times News Service

WASHINGTON — President Bush has
decided to let President Saddam Hussein
put down rebellions in his country with-
out American intervention rather than
risk the splintering of Iraq, according to
official statements and private briefings
on Tuesday.

The White House said publicly that it

~ will stay out of Iraq’s internal strife, de-

spite reports of atrocities by Saddam’s
forces, and a senior official said the
American military has no plans to act on
a warning to Iraq not to use combat heli-
copters against the insurgents. The Unit-
ed States acknowledges that Iraq has de-
fied that warning.

The assertion that the administration
has decided not to make any new moves
to protect Iraqi rebel forces at this time
reflects a conclusion that the insurgents
cannot control all of Iraq and would only
succeed in fracturing the country, offi-
cials said.

Bush also believes that an overt Ameri-
can move to support the rebels would be
opposed by Washington’s Arab allies, stir
up domestic political opposition and
spoil hopes for progress on other region-
al issues, a senior official said.

That policy was reaffirmed on Tues-
day at a meeting of Bush’'s seven top

Please see STRIFE/2A™

Impact of CAF

it in a historical context.

The vote was taken in Midland High
School’s auditorium following the dinner
break of the Midland school board’s reg-
ular meeting. The meeting was moved
from the administration building to the
high school auditorium to accommodate
the 25-member flag advisory committee.

The recommendation, proposed by the
advisory committee appointed by the
board, was approved in a 52 vote. James
Fuller and Adela Marmolejo opposed the

recommendation.

The advisory committee, which includ-
ed seven LHS students, proposed to de-
velop a new LHS spirit logo in school
colors selected from a student contest.
The new logo would be displayed on
such items as banners, pennants, T-shirts
and on the uniforms of LHS athletes and
band members.

The proposal said, “The adopted spirit
logo would be the officially sanctioned
spirit symbol for all school organiza-

tions.” It alse decreed that the 1966 flag
adoption by the school board, which ap-
proved “use of the Confederate battle
flag as an official flag of Lee High
School” will “remain unchanged as the
historical symbol of Midland’s Robert E.
Lee High School.” ‘
The Rev. Michael DeVaughn, a com-
mittee member who said he did not at-
tend the meetings due to church con-
flicts, said, “I am concerned about item

Please see FLAG/2A

EQUAL JUSTIC

-llimatn at the El Centro Service Processing Center
in El Centro, Calif., relax in the desert sun, hoping

Dan Freedman Hears! News Service

to find a way to avoid a one-way ticket back home.
inmate come from 30 nations.

Discrepancies mark INS decisions

By Dan Freedman

arst Service
Second iIn a four-part series.

FROM THE BORDER

—I—R;latod_storlnf 4Al
Although the INS headquarters here

- translates immigration laws passed by

Congress into national policy, INS pro-
gram managers in Washington have
virtually no muscle when it comes to
enforcing the policy evenly through-
out the country. ¥
oINS . . functions as if it were
posed of numerous totally ind |
dent units,” said Raymond M. Mom-
boisse, former INS general counsel, in
a 1989 internal memo. “There has been
no national uniformity in the enforce-
ment of the law, or implementation of
A wide discrepancy exists, for in-
stance, between the INS Southern and
Western Regions on whether to give
legal status to relatives of lawful
imnrigrants. 5
The INS Western Region — Califor-
nia, Nevada, Arizona, Hawaii and

Please see INS/S5A

WASHINGTON — If you owned a
-clothing factory in San Antonio in 1989
and the Immigration and Naturaliza-

Service found out you illegally
ployed workers from Mexico, you
ve been liable for a fine aver-

a sniper’s view of Eilm Street. It
was the third time in three
weeks that the Kennedy film’s co-
producer had made the request.
One alternative is filming from the
building’'s seventh floor, offi-
cials have said. But commission-
ers decided against allowing
access to the sixth floor

More about PEOPLE /SE

INSIDE TODAY

Busindes &ON ...
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tourism shows
early takeoff

By Brian Pearson
Staff Writer

Tourists already have inked in Mid-
land on their travel calendars more than
eight months before Confederate Air

Force operations are expected to take
off here.

Some hotels already are filled during
the dates of the CAF's air show in Octo-
ber and grand opening ceremony in De-
cember, a2 Midland Chamber of Com-
merce spokeswoman said Tuesday.

To make sure Permian Basin motels
and hotels stay bustling after the CAF's

Please see CAF/2A

Senate passes package ™ Kremlin bans protests,
to reform school finance [§=

4 pro-Yeltsin gatherings

Parker, said failure to pass it could

it levies, but there shouldn’t be that
sharp a variation,” said Michael Fix,
co-author of the study. “People have to
be treated similarly, place to place.”

Fix said the variation is not due to

demonstration near Red Square this Thursday
favor of his chief opponent, Russian Repub-

AUSTIN (AP) — The Texas Sen-
ate approved a school finance re-
form plan Tuesday that would cost
an estimated $13.9 billion over the
next five years in additional state
and local property tax money.

Passed under threat of a Texas
Supreme Court order to cut off
state education spending, the bill
would shift hundreds of millions of
dollars in local property tax money
from wealthier to poorer school
districts. ‘

The .,?.i“'l sponsor, Sen. Carl

MOSCOW (NYT) — The
Soviet government Tues
day banned rallies and
demonstrations and or-

Gorbachev  dered striking coal miners
back to work, setting the stage for a show-
down this week between champions of demo-
cratic reform and communist stalwarts.

The miners and prodemocracy marchers
said they would ignore the government and
proceed with their protests.

The ban could result in a violent confronta-
ion &ould foes of Soviet President Mikhail S.

t
GorDachey\go through with plans for a mass

mean that some schools would -
close next month, some students
not be graduated from high school
and some teachers not get paid.

“Don’t vote for the bill for me.
Don't vote for the bill for you. Vote
for it for the school children of
Texas,” said Parker, D-Port Arthur.

The measure was described as
the “nasty, awful, horrible bill that
$0 many people hate” by one sup-
porter, Sen. Teel Bivins.

Please see SENATE/2A
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Sunny, windy weather to stay

Today’s forecast calls for mostly sunny skies and windy with a high in
the lower 70s and southwest to west winds increasing to 20 to 30 mph,
according to the National Weather Service in Midland.

Tonight will be partly cloudy with a low in the mid-40s.

Thursday is expected to be mostly cloudy with a high in the upper 60s.

After an overnight low of 58, the high for Tuesday was 83 compared
with the record high for this date of 90 in 1956. The record low for
today’s date was 14 set in 1931.

STATE

Most of Texas had cloudy skies Tuesday as moisture from the Gulf of
Mexico continued to stream across the state. Some thunderstorms were
triggered in the southern Panhandle.

Skies were clear at Harlingen in the Lower Rio Grande Valley while
the rest of South Texas had partly to mostly cloudy skies. Mid- and high-
level clouds were still keeping skies partly to mostly cloudy over West
and North Texas.

Meanwhile, a large area of low pressure stretched across the southern
Rockies into the northern High Plains. A ridge of high pressure was
stationed over the coast. This combination caused the strong gusty
winds of 25 to 20 mph. Blowing dust was reported at Corpus Christi and
Lubbock where south winds were gusting over 40 mph. Guadalupe Pass
had winds in excess 75 mph.

A boundary known as a dry line curved across the extreme eastern
part of the Panhandle and South Plains into the Trans-Pecos. The dry
line was still the dividing point between the drier air in the west from
the moist and unstable air over North Texas.

NATION

A large storm spread heavy snow and rain over much of the West on
Tuesday, with up to 2 feet in some mountain areas. Record highs in the
70s and 80s were reported from Minnesota to Mississippi.

At midday, snow fell in westcentral Nevada, east-central California,
central through north-central Arizona, southwestern Utah, northwest-
ern Colorado, north-central Wyoming, east-central Oregon, southeast-
ern Washington state, the Idaho Panhandle, southeastern Idaho, north-
ern and south-central Montana and northwestern North Dakota.

On the eastern slopes of the Sierra Nevada, as much as 2 feet of snow
fell overnight in the mountains near Lake Tahoe. Two feet of snow fell
in 24 hours at the Alpine Meadows ski resort, bringing their snowfall so
far in March to 15 feet.

Skiers were ecstatic over the Sierra Nevada snow pack.

“We'll stay open into May, as long as we have skiers and snow.
Obviously, we think we’ll have the snow,” Mike Allen of the Kirkwood
ski resort said Tuesday. “We've had 72 inches in this past storm, and we
have anywhere from 11 to 13 feet on the ground now.”

But even with the unusually heavy March snow and rainfall, total
precipitation for the season is below normal in most areas of California
for the fifth consecutive year. The same goes for reservoir water levels.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Midland statistics Texas temperatures
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SENATE: Bill now goes

to the House for debate

(From 1A)
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S TRIFE: White House sees risk of splintering Iraqg

YFrom 1A)

military and national security ad-
visers, officials said, during which
the president and his aides also
completed preparations for a
cease-fire resolution that is to be
offered tojthe United Nations Se-
curity Council this week.
Although the current draft of

| that resolution imposes somewhat

less stringent terms on Iraq than
Washington originally wanted, the
United States believes that it will
be able to insure the destruction
of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc-
tion and continue a campaign of
political and economic pressure
aimed at weakening Saddam's po-
sition, the officials continued.

Bush also was informed about
the fighting in Iraq, where the
United States on Tuesday said
Kurdish rebels in the north had
seized the city of Kirkuk, an im-
portant gain.

But the Pentagon raised doubts
about whether the rebels con-
trolled Kirkuk's airfield. Officials
said the Baghdad government’s
military forces had not yet fully
engaged the Kurds and were in-
stead protecting important instal-
lations and oilfields.

In the south, the Pentagon said,
iraqi forces were continuing to re-
assert control over areas briefly
held by Shiite Muslim rebels
backed by Iran.

Concerned by mounting ques-
tions about the administration’s
intentions toward the rebellions in
Iraq, Bush and his advisers sent
Marlin Fitzwater, the White House
spokesman, into the briefing room
after Tuesday’s meeting to issue a
statement intended to dampen
speculation that the United States
might move to further support the
Iraqi insurgents.

Though American spokesmen
used imprecise language to de-
scribe the policy on the helicop-
ters, it amounted to a deci
least temporarily, to let Sad
freely deal with internal dissent

“We never made any promi
to these people,” the senior off
cial said, adding: “Frankly, the
is complete agreement in this gov-
ernment that the American people
have absolutely no stomach for a
major military operation to dic-
tate the outcome of a political
struggle in Iraq. There is no inter-
est in the coalition in further mili-
tary operations.”

The official, who was familiar

with Tuesday’'s meeting, said the
United States would continue to
urge Saddam’s ouster by his own
people and would maintain its pol-
icy of putting pressure on the
Iraqi leader through the United
Nations.

The calculation is that if the in-
surrections fail, as officials here
increasingly believe they will, Sad-
dam’s own political organization
will remove him.

“We don't want Iraq dismem-
bered, since that would go counter
to the reason we fought the war,”
another official said. “Let (Sad-
dam) Hussein deal with this, then
the dust will settle and he’s going
to have to pay the piper for the
war over Kuwait. Or at least, that
S what we are counting on.”

Thus, the senior official said
that while the United States would
continue to shoot down Iraqi fight-
ers and bombers, it would not at-
tack helicopters unless they di-
rectly threaten allied forces.

“The contrast in the way we
have responded to fixed-wing op-
erations and helicopter operations
is probably going to continue,” he
said, acknowledging that permit-
ting use of the helicopters could
enhance Saddam’s chances of suc-

cess against the rebels.

Officially, Fitzwater said that
Bush was deliberately leaving his
intentions “murky.” But he point-
edly added that the United States
did not intend to interfere with
Baghdad’'s attempts to put down
the rebellion and did not consider
the helicopters a threat to allied
forces.

Fitzwater sought to play down
the notion that the flights by the
Iraqi copters against insurgent
troops violated any formal agree-
ment between Iraq and the coali-
tion. He said that Gen. H. Norman
Schwarzkopf, the allied command-
er, agreed in a desert meeting on
March 3 to an Iraqi request to use
its helicopters to ferry troops and
supplies as “a side oral discussion,
nothing in writing.”

But Fitzwater’s explanation was

in' direct conflict with a reasser-
tion on Tuesday by the Pentagon
spokesman, Pete Williams, that
armed-helicopter flights would be
considered a threat to coalition
forces.

Schwarzkopf said in a television
intedview to be broadcast on
Wednesday that he felt fooled by
the Iraqi generals with whom he
negotiated.

KREMLIN: Ban on rallies runs through April 15

(From 1A)

creased political tensions and im-
mediately cast Thursday’s planned
rally as a duel between those
wanting democracy — Yeltsin and
his followers including coal min-
ers — and those wanting more
conservative, Communist rule —
including Gorbachev, his cabinet
and the Communist Party.
Gorbachev on Tuesday issued a
decree that gives the Soviét Interi-
or Ministry direct control over
Moscow’s police force and in-
creases his power to enforce the
ban. The move also was bitterly
opposed by the Moscow City Coun-
cil, led by democratic reformists,

which said the rally ban is illegal. -

Pro-Gorbachev Communists in
the Russian parliament demanded
Thursday’s no-confidence vote be-

cause Yeltsin has called on Gorba-
chev to step down.

“The opposition can’'t compete
with us,” Gorbachev said Tuesday
night in an interview on the gov-
ernment-controlled television,
adding that his opponents had
only rallies with slogans but did
not offer a concrete program for a
way out of the country’s crisis. He
used the lengthy interview to re-
peat his claim that only a strong
central government can stabilize
the country.

Pavlov echoed Gorbachev, argu-
ing that the pro-Yeltsin camp was
driving. the country to economic
collapse.

The pro-Yeltsin forces want “to
turn the country’s most sacred
place, Red Square, into a meeting
ground,” Pavlov said in a state-

ment read on the national televi-
SiIOn News.

Actually, the Yeltsin demonstra-
tion is to be held in a location adja-
cent to Red Square. And despite
Pavlov's statement, Red Square is
frequently used as a meeting
ground for pro-government pa-
rades and assemblies. -

Yeltsin’s supporters are “en-
gaged in criminal deception of the
people, frightening them with the
specter of dictatorship,” Pavlov
said.

Like Yeltsin's supporters, the
miners said they would pay no at-
tention to the order telling them
to go back to work immediately.

Their primary goal is also to see

Gorbachev ousted from power.
The strike, which began early
this month, has grown to the point

that now a quarter of the nation’s
600 mines are at a standstill.
“The government may decide
whatever it wants, it has been do-
ing this for the last 70 years (since
the Communist Party came to
power). The miners themselves
will decide what to do,” said strike

leader Yuri Zhuk.
Pavlov last weekend issued an

ultimatum to the miners demand-
ing they return to work by Mon-
day. The strikers ignored him. The
government has refused to negoti-
ate with them unless they first re-
turn to work and drop their politi-
cal demands — namely that
Gorbachev quit.

“They can only stop it by force.
If they try that, we’ll see what we
do in response,” said Ukrainian
strike leader Nikolai Volynko.

CAF: Council approves joint promotional effort

(From 1A)

descent, the Midland City Council
on Tuesday approved a joint pro-
motional effort with the city of
Odessa.

Suzy Lundy, conventions and
visitors bureau director with the
chamber, said the CAF already
has sold itself well.

As of Tuesday, more than 700
hotel and motel rooms in Midland
had been booked for the CAF's air
show Oct. 12-13, Ms. Lundy said.
About 600 rooms had been re-
served for the Dec. 7 grand open-
ing, she said.

“We have some hotels that are
alreadv sold out during those time
periods,” Ms. Lundy said. “We've
been taking reservations since

February.
“December is usually the slow-

(From 1A)

number four (keeping the flag as a
historical symbol).”

School Board President Ken
Morrison said, “I think the intent
of the proposal is to allow the Re-
bel flag to die a slow death by non-
use at the school.”

Jackie Hamilton, school board
trustee, said the Rebel flag could
“still be used in the stands.”

“It’s a First Amendment right to
wave that flag,” she said.

Committee member R.J. Carri-
er, who has two sons who graduat-
ed from Lee, said that the flag
should be preserved in an histori-
cal context for former LHS

graduates.

LHS principal Jack Fryar
agreed. “We have lots of traditions
at Lee. You can’'t change
traditions.”

Fryar noted that some 28-year-
old benches at the school were

est month for hotels, and we've
already surpassed a record num-
ber of reservations for this
December.”

In addition, she said four World
War Il veterans groups — with a
combined 1,172 members — have
scheduled conventions here
through 1993. The chamber is
working with another 11 veterans
groups wanting to hold conven-
tions here, she said.

“The CAF will definitely have
an impact on tourism,” Ms. Lundy
said.

Midland councilmen said they
want to make sure word about the
CAF and its museum, which will
be located at Midland Internation-
al Airport, spreads nationwide and
internationally.

The council Tuesday approved

While members of the commit-
tee and board members said they
hoped students and parents would
show goodwill in adopting the
new logo and spirit symbol, Trey
Morrison said he thought the Re-
bel flag shouldn't be eliminated

from the school’s history

“What are we going to'do," he
asked, “rip up pictures from the
past that have the Rebel flag in it?

The flag is part of the past and

longer be a school spirit symbol.
We will have a new one to unify
the school.”

An unidentified student in the
audience decried the Rebel flag
“dying a slow death.”

“If it dies a slow death than you
are letting one side win,” she said.
“What is your definition of com-
promise, Mr. Fuller?”

Fuller said his definition of com-
promise would be to develop “a
flag of neutrality” and to elimi
nate the Rebel flag.

“Well, I disagree with you,” the
disgruntled student said.

Cheryl Franklin, e
board, asking if the proposal
meant that the school district
would in fact have two sanctioned
symbols.

“We will have one official and.

one historical symbol,” Baressi re-
plied. “By leaving the 19868 adop-

“What if my son carries one flag
and yours carries another?” Ms.
Franklin asked.

“We can’t stop spectators at

games from bringing whatev
ﬂagdwymttnh'tng."mn:‘

e superintendent said stu-
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spending $67,500 in a joint promo-
tional effort with the city of Odes-
sa, which also will throw in

$67,000.
The Odessa City Council on

Tuesday approved funding its end
of the advertising effort.

Midland Mayor Carroll Thomas
said the advertising strategy will
be hammered out soon between
CAF officials and the cities of Mid-
land and Odessa.

“Both communities are going to
benefit from the CAF,” Thomas
said. “Odessa will get as much mo-
tel and restaurant activity as
Midland.

“It's a joint project and it has
been a joint project all along.”

Odessa City Manager Bill Brown
said his city is eager to help Mid-
land promote the CAF.

Seveéral students said that they
didn’t think the Rebel flag would
cause disruptions.

Committee member Wayne Wil
son, a junior at LHS, said, “I don’t
think there are any Confederate
flags being displayed right now,
except for the one painted on the
wall at the Lee Youth Center and
they have agreed to paint over
with the new school spirit logo.

A man in

Center board member agreed
the center would support the new
logo chosen by the students.

will be selected April 19. “It will be

keted in August for the 199182
school year,” he said.

“We have to have a solution,”
Trey Morrison said. “When foot

somethiing to show that we have
more school spirit than some
school 20 miles away.”

School board trustee Larry Rusk
said, “I-dearly hope that spirit will
be displayed here. Spirit is needed
to resolve this problem.”

Fuller said that he objected to
the recommendation for not
“eliminating that symbol which

body.”

Rebel flag will disappear,

Other disgruntled audience
members said that as long as the
Rebel flag was on the books as
symbol, it would be diffi-
cuilt to phase it

“Here we go again,” said Alma
Marshall, cha

Serve)

:

“It's going to have such a tre-
mendous impact on both cities,”
Brown said. “The (Odessa) City
Council as well as myself are grati-
fied that we were able to help Mid-
land and attract the CAF to this
al'e..."

The promotional effort has even
filtered down to the city of Mid-
land’s planning and development
department.

Richard Hennessy, planning and
development director, said his de-
partment will erect signs through-
out the city pointing the way to
the CAF.

Texas Department of Highways
and Tr tion officials have
said they will erect directional
signs on state roadways through-
out the Permian Basin, Hennessy

said

-FLAG: Panel proposes to develop new. LHS logo

Citizens for Positive change which
sought a compromise) and Ms.
Marshall objected to the board’s
relying on the “goodwill” of Mid-
land citizens to adopt a new school
spirit logo.

“The Confederate flag hasn't
been phased out in 200 years, why
should it be phased out now?” Ms.
Marshall asked.

In other action, the board ac-
cepted the resignation tendered
by Fred Stricklin, Goddard Junior
High School social studies teacher
and coach who was found guilty of
a misdemeanor simple assault on
March 12

LHS and Lee Freshman High

principal’s office by 4 p.m. April
19. All entries will be screened by
the flag committee.
tee will then submit
lections to the student body for
approval by popular vote. The

signer of the winning entry
receive a $100 cash award.
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By Steven A. Hoimes
N.Y. Times News Service

WASHINGTON — With new gun
control legislation pending in both
the House and the Senate, the Na-
tional Rifle Association is in the
grip of internal turmoil and there
are signs that it may be losing some
of its effectiveness as one of the
nation’s most powerful lobbying
organizations.

Long considered a muscular
presence on Capitol Hill, the rifle
association is an increasingly trou-
bled organization these days.

It has lost more than 300,000
members in the last two years as
membership has fallen to 2.6 mil-
lion. It is torn by factional strife,
with a group of dissidents deriding
the current leadership as being too
moderate.

Facing complaints of misman-
agement and sexual improprieties,
J. Warren Cassidy, the association's
executive vice president, resigned
last month under pressure from
the board of directors, former offi-
cials of the organization say.

When the association holds its
annual convention next month in
San Antonio, a major topic will be
who should be named as perma-
nent successor to Cassidy. The post,
to be filled by the board of direc-
tors, is the organization's top staff
job.

But the group will also try to de-
velop strategies to counter the
growing perception that its ability
to persuade or coerce lawmakers
into supporting their positions is

r.

To be sure, no one is suggesting
that the association is a toothless
tiger, and it is mainly its critics
who promote the idea of a weak-
ened organization. The group re
tains the ability to punish some of
its political enemies and reward
some of its friends.

And, despite some early setbacks
in Congress, like Senate approval
last May of a ban on the manufac-
ture and sale of nine types of semi-
automatic weapons, no gun control
measures were voted into law last
year.

Still, with its antagonists better
organized than ever before, with
many law enforcement groups will-
ing to-actively lobby on behalf of
gun control measures that the asso-
ciation opposes, and with the na-
tion shaken by an epidemic of vio-
lence, lawmakers and others are
questioning whether the group’s
influence has diminished on Capi-
tol Hill.

The pending gun control legisla-
tion poses a major test for the asso-
ciation. Just last week, Rep. Les
AuCoin, a Democrat from Oregon
who had been a staunch NRA ad-
herent, announced that he would
support a bill requiring anyone
purchasing a pistol to wait seven
days to conclude the sale. AuCoin
said he was switching because of
concerns over the rising level of
violent crime in the country.

“I have told myself that gun con-
trol isn't crime control,” AuCoin
said at a news conference. “But
more and more, the argument in

my own ears sounded threadbare.”

The bill would allow, but would
not require, background checks by
local law enforcement agencies to
determine if a potential handgun
buyer has a criminal record, is a
fugitive from justice or has ever
been committed to a mental
institution.

The measure, which has drawn
bitter criticism from the rifle asso-
ciation, is known as the Brady bill,
after President Ronald Reagan’s
former press secretary, James Bra-
dy, who was critically wounded in
the head in an attempt to assassi-
nate the president in 1981. The at-
tack left Brady with brain damage
and unable to walk.

AuCoin, who opposed the Brady
bill last year before switching his
view, said he believed that the rifle
association no longer inspired the
fear among legislators that it once
did.

“The NRA'’s leadership is so far
out of step with thoughtful people
that any choke hold it had is, in
fact, broken.” he said.

AuCoin is not alone in that view.
Last year’s Senate bill to ban some
semiautomatic weapons was spon-
sored by a lifetime NRA member,
Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz.

If some lawmakers view the asso-
ciation as too extreme in its gener-
al opposition to gun control, the
organization is, paradoxically, fac-
ing another challenge from within
its ranks from dissidents who as-
sert that it is losing its plinch be-
cause it has grown too moderate.

“We had the image of a winner,”
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said Neal Knox, a former official of

the association. “Now we have the
image of someone you can roll over

like AuCoin did the other day.”

Knox and others maintain that in
recent years, the organization’s pol-
icies have become weak and con-
tradictory. Knox points out that
the association supported a 15day
waiting period in Oregon, while op-
posing a national 7-day waiting
period.

Current officials of the group de-
clined requests for interviews and
would only respond in writing to
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Turmoll grlps NRA amid signs it’'s losing lobbying effectiveness

written questions by a reporter.

Former officials say that Cassidy
was forced to resign because of an-
ger over the drop in membership
and problems with a new $10 mil-
lion computer system that was sup-
posed to be in operation by Decem-
ber 1980, but still is not working.
The association says the delay is a
common occurrence in installing a
new computer system.

Cassidy was also under fire as a
result of the settlement, reported
to be $500,000, of a lawsuit charg-
ing the association with sex dis

TABLECLOTHS

1 OOALL SIZES

crimination in dismissing a female
empiloyee. Among the charges lev-
eled by Marsha A. Beasley, the dis-
missed employee, was that Cassidy
favored female employees “who
would deal with him on other than
a professional basis.”

Cassidy, who denied the charge
in court papers, is now a consultant
to the rifle association. He could
not be reached for comment, and
he did not respond to requests for
interviews relayed through the as
sociation. He had previously cited
“personal reasons” for his decision.
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Airport, amassed at least $800,000
with two accomplices between
1986 and last year selling 127 green
cards to members of Colombian
drug cartels. Green cards entitle
immigrants to permanent U.S.
residence.

Matos had been promoted to
manager of the service's Hispanic
employment program when he
was arrested last year.

He pleaded guiity to four counts
of bribery and money laundering
last December and is scheduled to
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Guam — has approved 72 percent
of the relatives’ applications it has
received, while the INS Southern
Region — stretching from Florida
through Texas to New Mexico —
has granted only 27 percent, ac-
cording to INS figures.

Discrepancies also are apparent
in the way the INS decides who is
and is not entitled to immigrant
status in the United States.

The INS adjudications staff han-
dles close to 3 million applications
a year from immigrants, most of
them seeking te work their way
up the legal immigration ladder,
from temporary visa holder to per-
manent resident alien with a
"‘green card’’ to naturalized
citizen.

Responding to complaints that
the INS was too slow in sifting
through this mountain of paper,
Congress nearly doubled the
funds available for INS adjudica-
tions between 1986 and 1989. Con-
gress in 1989 even permitted the
service to charge immigrants ap-
plication fees of up to $185, with
the money going to improve its
services.

The result? According to a re-
port released in January by the
General Accounting Office, the
main investigative arm-of Con-
gress, the INS still takes up to 12
months or more to approve or
deny immigrant applications. The
problem stems from outdated
computers, unfilled job vacancies
and the service's failure to put
people and equipment where the
work is, the GAO concluded.

Thus, if you are an immigrant
seeking permanent-resident sta-
tus, asylum from political repres-
sion in your native land or a tem-
porary worker visa, your waiting
time is more likely to depend on
where you file than on the merits
of your application.

The INS sets four months as the
standard for considering such ap-
plications. Nevertheless, the San
Francisco district office, for in-
stance, takes 5.8 months to decide
asylum applications and 8.6
months for naturalizations, the
GAO reported. The Miami district
office averages a year or more for
asylum and naturalization
applications.

The INS Miami district office
could not account for more than
23,000 citizenship and naturaliza-
tion certificates, worth up to $115
million on the black market, Jus-
tice auditors found in 1989. When
checked again last year, the Miami
office-still could not find 5,500 of
those certificates.

Errors in processing applica-

Houston INS head named

HOUSTON (AP) — Robert A.
Wallis was named director of the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service’s Houston district, the
agency announced Tuesday.

Wallis, who was the deputy dis-
trict director in San Antonio for
the past three years, replaces Ron
Parra.

District employees had com-
plained about Parra to the federal
Merit Systems Protection Board. A
settlement between Parra and the
board included his agreement to
step down about three months
ago, said INS spokesman Verne
Jervis.

Parra is now an INS criminal in-
vestigator in Houston, but works
outside the INS district office, Jer-
vis said.

Wallis joined the INS in 1974 as
an immigrant inspector in Detroit.
He then served as an INS criminal
investigator-in Boston and was the
INS' deputy assistant regional
commissioner for antismuggling
in Southern Region headquarters
in Dallas.

The INS said it expects to name
a deputy director in the next few
weeks.
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tions also are common. A 1989 Jus-
tice Department audit found a 17
percent error rate in 84 cases
pulled from INS files at the Dallas
Regional Service Center and the
San Francisco District Office.

INS Commissioner Gene
McNary, responding to the GAO
report, said the INS had “made
major progress” on the adjudica-
tions front, channeling excess ap-
plications to four new INS process-
ing centers, one for each of the
service's regions.

However, an internal Justice De-
partment inspection last year of
the Western Region's processing
center in Laguna Niguel, Calif.,
found that INS employees there
were underworked.

Even so, the INS was paying
tens of thousands of dollars in
overtime to service center employ-
ees there although “the size of the
center's staff was more than ade-
quate for the volume of work re-
ceived,” the Justice report said.

A similar study of the Eastern
Region’s processing center in St.
Albans, Vt., found employees
there overworked. The INS had
permitted the deluge of paper
there to build up by failing to
spread applications to INS port in-
spectors, who are assigned to re-
view them in off-peak hours.

Michael Aytes, INS director of
service center operations, said
that since the Justice audit, the
Western Regional service center’s
workload has gone up and over-
time payments have come down.

The Eastern Regional process-
ing center has boosted its output
and no longer has to send out ex-
cess applications, he added.

Still, effective law enforcement
suffers in some parts of the coun-
try because powerful INS district
directors thumb their noses at
guidelines from Washington.

In San Francisco, for instance,
district director David lichert has
forbidden INS agents from accom-
panying other federal or local law
enforcement on drug raids with-
out the approval of his office or
the U.S. attorney’s office.

Justice Department rules draft-
ed in 1988 give agents free rein to
accompany police when executing
search warrants. They do not re-
quire that agents get clearance for
each operation.

Some INS agents in San Francis-
co complain that the rule has hurt
efforts to control drug trafficking
in the Bay Area. Police depend on
INS agents to detain suspected
traffickers on immigration
charges when raids on distribu-
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tion points yield insufficient evi-
dence for immediate drug arrests.

“This review process is so clum-
sy that it's impractical,” said one
INS agent. “Police know they’ll en-
counter aliens, so they ask us to go
along. That's standard practice ev-
erywhere but San Francisco.”

lichert declined to comment.
Duke Austin, INS spokesman in
Washington, said that Iichert had
been advised that such restric-
tions on agents were “not a requir-
ement.” But, Austin added, “he’s
within his discretion to do it. He's
being very cautious.”

A similar failure of the INS to
cooperate with other law enforce-
ment agencies came in New York,
when then district director
Charles Sava in 1988 ordered two
members of a Jamaican drug-traf-
ficking posse deported, despite an
appeal from the U.S. attorney’s of-
fice in Brooklyn to hold them in
jail, INS agents said.

By the time the two were indict-
ed for drug crimes, they were
safely back in Jamaica.

In Chicago last year, INS agents
detained illegals at a Mexican res-
taurant in an Hispanic neighbor-
hood on the city’s West Side. The
restaurant owner happened to be
a sponsor of a cable television
show hosted by the INS’s Chicago
district director, A.D. Moyer.

As a result, Moyer issued an or-
der that all future checks of the
restaurant and other eateries in
the neighborhood must be ap-
proved in advance by him, accord-
ing to Jim McIntyre, a special
agent in Chicago who also is vice
president of the INS National
Council, which represents agency
employees.

Connections with powerful poli-
ticians are another hallmark of

—l
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INS: Unequal justice marks agency decisions

the power of local and regional
INS officials.

Moyer is a personal friend of
Sen. Howard Metzenbaum, D-Ohio.
Terry Metzenbaum, nephew of the
senator, served briefly as an agent
in the Chicago INS office in the
early 1980s under Moyer, but was
fired because he failed an exam in
Spanish and could not qualify
with a gun.

With Metzenbaum'’s office staff
iInquiring about the status of the
senator's nephew, Moyer appar-
ently became nervous that the fir-
ing spelled trouble for him.

S0, he fired two other agents as
well, according to testimony be-
fore the federal Merit System Pro-
tection Board. The two agents, like
Terry Metzenbaum, also were on
probation but had received posi-
tive appraisals.

In 1984, the board found that

“discrimination because of parti-
san political reasons” was behind
the INS’ firing of one of the two
agents.

A Metzenbaum press aide at the
time quoted the senator as saying
the firing of the two was “abso-
lutely ridiculous.”

Moyer declined comment on the
policy stemming from the Mexi-
can restaurant raid and on his ac-
tions involving Metzenbaum's
nephew. Chicago INS spokeswom-
an Carol Massar blamed “disgrun-
tled employees” for disseminating

factually erroneous observa-
tions” about Moyer. However, she
declined to say where the observa-
tions were in error.
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Parade captured’

red, white and blue wave of patriotissn swept over Midland
Saturday as thousands upon thousands of Midlanders lined Wall
Avenue to show their heartfelt thanks to troops who served in
the Persian Gulf War and those who served in prior wars.

The message was clear: We support you. You have our undying
gratitude and thanks. Know that you'll never be forgotten.

Attribute it to the waning of patriotism during the Korean War and
Vietnam War years or to the divisiveness the nation experienced during
the 1960’'s and 1970’s, but the mood that ruled in Midland during the
weeks of the gulf war and since has been one of unbridled patriotism

JACK ANDERSON

the war with Iraq did so because they
were pre-programmed with digital maps that
showed intact buildings in Baghdad. Once al
lied bombers began lev-
eling those buildings,

wrong targets, some-
times killing civilians.
The Persian Gulf War

from ships and subma- Anderson
rines in the Gulf and the Red Sea.

The first Pentagon briefings on the perfor-
mance of the Tomahawks were glowing. Of
the first 52 fired, 51 hit their targets. More
than 300 were eventually fired at Iraq with an
accuracy rate of more than 85 percent.

What the Pentagon didn’t reveal was that
the lack .of accurate computer programs

OPINION-

for the Tomahawks needed daily updates on
their maps of Iraq, and during the heat of
combat that was impossible.

The Tomahawks are low-flying, sub-sonic,
surface-hugging missiles that can be guided to

from the ship, and then it drops off. At that
point the cruise missile seems to hang in mid-
air before a jet engine takes over and sends it

are programmed into its guidance system.
Near the target, a Digital Scene Matching Area
Correlator takes over. That is the map of the
area around the target, and it includes details
such as the height of surrounding buildings.
The Tomahawk “looks” at what is in front of
it, compares that to the prefed digital maps,
and then strikes.

But that only works if the buildings are still

Wednesday, March 27, 1991

many of them weren't.

Put simply, the Tomahawks got “confused.”
They would reach the city and look for a
multi-story building — say, an air defense
headquarters — that was a landmark on their

searching until it finally, accidentally,
slammed into the wrong target.

Western correspondents in Baghdad report-

them slam into civilian targets.

The cruise missiles were among the first
weapons used in the war. They were fired at
1:40 a.m. (Saudi time) on Jan. 17 from the USS
Wisconsin. They were reserved for heavily de-
fended buildings that would have been too
dangerous for piloted aircraft to go up against.

The Navy had more than 3,000 cruise mis-
siles before the war began and used more than

- 400 of them. They were purchased from Gen-

Sup
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o« Some Tomahawk missiles miss marks Ry o

Charles A. Spence James E. Servatius be regarded as
Publisher Editor but must always

Gary R. Ott William E. Modisett ASHINGTON — Tomahawk cruise punched in by human controllers played a sig- there as advertised. Massive bombings of sal of the convi

City Editor Editorial Page Editor missiles that missed their targets in nificant role in the misses. The programmers Baghdad and other cities guaranteed that While there i

sure the eventu

apparent. The
from a long-he

N o vk i Womss Baraitg 5 St e Rt within 20 yards of a target 1,500 miles away. digital map. Unfortunately for the Toma erced confessior
outdated. and a few The 20-foot-long missile is propelled by a 70000 hawks’ computers, the top floors would have class by themse

—an ey “confused” Tomahawks pound rocket booster. The booster does its job already been blown off by an F-117 Steaith government mis

slammed into the for about 12 seconds, lifting the missile away fighter-bomber. So the cruise would keep And the deci

the turn the cou
en, at least in the
law, ince the ret

= = 4 marked the first time on its way. ed with wonderment seeing the missiles fly by mer of Justice W

that the cruise missiles The missile moves along at speeds up t0 550 their upper-floor hotel rooms at eye level, Jr.
S p I rl O V l C O ry were used in combat. mph and sometimes skims as low as 100 feet make a sweeping turn and head off to some The ruling on 1
They were launched above the surface, following terrain maps that (arget. They also reported watching some of der case from .

first in which th
most certainly h
opposite result }
been replaced by
Souter.

Souter provide
Chief Justice W
quist’s conclusior
sion of a coerce
confession can
“harmless erroi

and support for the troops. eral Dynamics and McDonnell Douglas for shown that othe
That spirit was captured in the Salute to Troops Parade, organized by about $1.3 million each. The missiles used dur- tained independe
a committee of Midlanders and sponsored by the City of Midland and ing the war could drop a 1,000-pound, high- fession, was also |
the Midland Reporter-Telegram. explosive warhead, or a cluster of 166 “bomb- al and was adeq:
Those on the parade committee who should get special thanks for lets.” The American ships had nuclear-armed verdict of guilty.
their efforts include Joann and Arthur Dinsmoor, Gayle Dodson, Hank cruise missiles on board, but did not use them. dard, the use of tk
Henry, Charlie Welch, Don Roderick, Dorothy Strickland, Sandra Staley sion must be “ha
and Pam Cotte. They constituted the “people behind the scenes” who — Secre of State reasonable doubt
made the parade a rousing success! James Baker has warned President Bush thal Justices Sandr
The special people in the parade, of course, were the 10 veterans of Soviet military leaders may sabotage the disar- Antonin Scalia, :
the war against Iraq and the veterans of earlier wars who participated. mament agreement. Soviet diplomats believe Kennedy also join
They were the reason for the parade and for the upsurge in patriotism cooperation with the West will reduce their tice in this part

this country is experiencing.
Their comments reflected the emotions the parade evoked. “It was
overwhelming to say the least,” said one. “l never expected this much

massive military spending and divert money

to their flagging economy. But the generals

were alarmed at the display of American mili-

convoluted ruli
shifting coalitior

questions present

attention,"” said another. A third affirmed that, “It's a great day in West ; In a bitter dis:
o= _ : = might in the Persian Gulf war and they
Texas and it's a great day in Midland. st:;yit uga threat to Soviet security. Now, with which he took the
The parade and other festivities were exactly what they should have the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe step of reading f
been — a special recognition of the community’s gratitude to the young the Red Army is afraid that former Soviet Justice Byron R.
men and women who served in the war against Iraq and recognition for satellites will join NATO, drastically altering majority opinion

all the veterans of this nation’s earlier wars.

Those who answer the call to take up arms and fight for the principles
this nation supports will always have a special place in the hearts of
freedom-loving people. They will never be forgotten.

LETTER
Deputy disagrees
on fund comment

ART BUCHWALD

the balance of power. So the defense ministry
is demanding more military muscle instead of

a disarmament treaty.

Jack Anderson's and Dale Van Atta’s column

is distributed by United Feature Syndicate.

Seven days a long wait for gun purchase

hey held Congressional hearings last
I week on a bill which would require a

your breath for seven days for something you
truly wanted?”

“So you say. But pretty soon they'll be
checking on citizens who are prone to causing

“meaningless d
tween different
errors.

White said the
overruled a “vast
dent” and in so «
“one of the funda)
our criminal justi
tices Thurgood Ma
Blackmun and Jot
joined White’s dis

erced confession v

though I do not always thing but above board. seven-day waiting period before a per-  “I know that a week is a lifetime — but gun accidents. Do you think a seven-day check THE TOUR (
agree with the Midland Re-  There are legal sanctions son could purchase a gun. Witnesses were di- maybe you could do something useful in the on John Wilkes Booth would have prevented Prese:
porter-Telegram posture on against the handling of the vided into two groups: Those who had either meantime.” mEl from shooting Lincoln?”
some issues, I have always re- funds that are not in compli- been wounded by a “Such as?” No, but John Hinckley might have been Springtime In
spected the fact that the ance with the laws of the gun, or had had a rela- “Community service. How about going into Prevented from shooting President Reagan. May 11
newspaper looks at both sides State of Texas. The sheriff’s of - tive killed b}' one, and the slums and he]p the young mp'e?" Well, tell me this,” Milton said. “How come _
and then makes a rational, fice is not interested in sup- were in favor of the “I'm not going into the slums. They might if the seven-day registration bill is so good for * Private Motorc:
articulate statement. However, plementing any employee’s sal- bill, and National Rifle shoot me.” I.hE country, President Bush is against it?” * 8 Days - 7 Nigl
I consider the editorial on ary out of the fund, Association lobbyists President Bush owes a lot to the National * Most Meals
March 7th, entitled “Forfeiture particularly an employee who and Justice [kp‘ﬂment “Ah, there you have it. Why do they have Rifle Association, and he doesn’t want to of- * Mesa Verde Na
law needs amending,” to be is directly or indirectly in- officials who were guns in slums? They have them because the fend them. They could do him a lot of damage * Durango
a knee-jerk reaction to a purely  volved in the seizure of assets. against it. shooters don’t have to wait seven days to buy in the election year if he starts supporting any * Narrow gauge 1
political issue. That fact should indicate to I've never understood one. The law they're trying to pass is not gun control bills in this country. Bush wants a Silverton
This is not the first time anyone that we recognize the why anyone would ob- aimed at honest, law-abiding Americans like kinder and gentler America, but he also wants * Ouray
the forfeiture fund has been an  potential that our activities ject to waiting seven yourself — it is to weed out people who pur- a tough America, and it cannot be accom- * Telluride, Roya
issue. The first time there might appear to be “entrepren- days for a firearm, so | chase them to do bodily harm to others.” plished if people have to wait seven days for * Colorado Sprin,
was an attempt to “freeze” thé eurial” in nature and took sought guidance from Buchwald Milton replied, “I once had to wait seven delivery of a weapon to defend themselves.” and more
sheriff’s forfeiture fund un- steps to safeguard against that. Milton Hammmer, a pistol aficionado who days for an electric train set when I was a kid. Milton said, “'m with him. No one in this 5966
til a civil case stemmming out of Midland Reporter-Tele- once told me at a picnic, “I may not agree with 1 vomited every morning. The Constitution country should be required to wait a week to
Brooks County could be re- gram quoted Judge Seltzer as what you say, but I will shoot to death anyone says I can buy a firearm any time I want to. shoot a'duck."
solved in the appellate courts. saying “the taxpayers pay who tries to stop you from saying it.” That'’s because the Founding Fathers “You're going to shoot a duck with a pistol?” Palo Duro (
The Brooks County case in- the salaries and share the liabil- - when someone wanted a gun, they should get “If it was going to break into your house, and " Texas"
I asked mn, What is your obmll to i oOwW.” idn't 9
volved the wording in the stat- ity in the event that an agen- delaying the purchase of a n for seven tN . wou you: A 20
utes relative to whether or cy violates someone’s rights, so days?” gu “They just want the seven days to see if | _ ug.
. not a commissioner’s court or it’s the taxpayers who should ' people have a criminal record, or if they are = Art Buchwald’s column is distributed by the » Private Motorco
sheriff’s office was entitled benefit from the forfeiture.” “It's too long. Have you ever had to hold crazy. That's not asking a lot.” Los Angeles Times Syndicate. * 2 Days - 1 night
( to control forfeiture funds. It Do the taxpayers not benefit * Some meals
" was the commissioners’ pos- from the forfeitures now? Ev- * Canyon Tour
ture that should the Brooks ery dime of the funds that WIiLLIAM SAFIRE \ * Prime Ticket to
Mbeau mumm Girecily benefit P . ‘ J s14‘
encom directly benefits the '
thus applicable to Midland taxpayers. R p b , t t g h t
T e epublicans concoct ‘toughness’ stance e
{ When I tried to explain to the statutes as they are written. and Indian |
1 them about the finality of a What | am trying to defend ASHINGTON — Secretary of State eign Relations Committee in the most embar- Back in Washington, April Glaspie on a State |
: judgement, they didn’t lis- is the concept that our legisla- Baker was hailed at the Gridiron Club  rassing session that declining body has held in Middle East desk ultimately learned of the | Ang. 14-
p ten. When | tried to explain tors recognized that, in the dinner for releasing April Glaspie, Yyears. envoy's faithlessness to State’s chain of com- i- 4 Days - 3 Nitgh
that they did not have statu- eyes of most political subdivi- our ambassador to Baghdad, “physically Chairman Claiborne Pell did not want to mand; when it came to Secretary Shultz, he * Some Meals
I tory authority to circumvent sions, law enforcement is unharmed.” criticize a foreign service officer; Jesse Helms disciplined Kelly by putting a written repri- * 2 Operas
¢ orders signed by a district low on the priority list because Miss Glaspie had been : mand in his file, presumably blighting his for- * Indian Market
b judge, they didn't listen. At that it is indeed the most expen- in silent limbo at the eign service career. f-Prmeanies
¢ time, I was told that my in- sive. The legislative intent of State Department for We can see little love lost between the poin- ° Museums
¢ terpretation of the law was in- the statute is to place forfeit- seven months while dextrous Mr. Kelly and the loyalist Miss Gla- = Galleries
correct. Since that time, ed funds beyond the control of Baker aides tried to fig- spie. However, when George Bush was elected, ' $
¢ someone has finally taken a governmental entities so ure out a way to explain his new Secretary of State, James Baker, was ] 525
" minute to read the law be- that those funds could be used away her fawning audi- eager to put his thumb in the eye of his prede- §
cause now they would like to to fight crime and benefit ence with Saddam Hus- cessor at Foggy Bottom, who had come out of Big Bend and
¢ see the law changed! the citizens in a more direct sein just before he in- Iran-Contra all too clean. .
According to the editorial, way. vaded Kuwait. The device: Sec Baker promoted Kel- Oct. 17-2
MWMC‘M"‘ mm A of that ly.dﬂrleedbyShultz,tothetOpjobinthe * Private Motorco
whether or not the forfeited Midland | bugged meeting had Middle East as assistant secretary. » 4 Days - 3 Night
funds are being overseen in a EDITOR’S NOTE: is Accordingly, when Kelly saw Miss Glaspie in » All Meals
“proper fashion.” | personal- a lieutenant with the the dis- Safire difficuilt straits, returning on home leave se- » Prude Ranch
ly resent the that  County Sheriff’s Department | traught US. envoy had given him the green ' : ;Hayride
the handling of the funds and is in charge of eriminal light. Skywatch Party
has been or ever will be any- investigations and marcoties. Baker’s problem was that Miss Glaspie’ %_la;ita%
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WASHINGTON (NYT) — A
sharply divided Supreme Court
ruled on Tuesday that the use of a
coerced confession in a criminal
trial does not automatically invali-
date 1 conviction.

The 5to4 decision significantly
undercut a 1967 ruling by the high
court that the use of a coerced or
involuntary confession can never
be regarded as “harmless error”
but must always result in a rever-
sal of the conviction.

While there is no way to mea-
sure the eventual impact on spe-
cific cases, the symbolic effect of
Tuesday’s ruling was immediately
apparent. The court retreated
from a long-held view that co-
erced confessions are almost in a
class by themselves as a form of
government misconduct.

And the decision underscored
the turn the court may have tak-
en, at least in the area of criminal
law, ince the retirement last sum-
mer of Justice William J. Brennan
Jr.

The ruling on Tuesday, in a mur-
der case from Arizona, was the
first in which the court would al-
most certainly have reached the
opposite result had Brennan not
been replaced by Justice David H.
Souter.

Souter provided a fifth vote for
Chief Justice William H. Rehn-
quist’s conclusion that the admis-
sion of a coerced or involuntary
confession can be excused as
“harmless error” if it can be
shown that other evidence, ob-
tained independently of the con-
fession, was also introduced at tri-
al and was adequate to sustain a
verdict of guilty. Under this stan-
dard, the use of the tainted confes-
sion must be “harmless -beyond a
reasonable doubt.”

Justices Sandra Day O’Connor,

Supreme Court reverses rule on coerced confessions

Antonin Scalia, and Anthony M.

Kennedy also joined the chief jus-
tice in this part of an unusually
convoluted ruling marked by
shifting coalitions on different
questions presented by the case.

In a bitter dissenting opinion,
which he took the highly unusual
step of reading from the bench,
Justice Byron R. White said the
majority opinion was based on a
“meaningless dichotomy’ be-
tween different constitutional
errors.

White said the majority had
overruled a “vast body of prece-
dent” and in so doing dislodged
“one of the fundamental tenets of
our criminal justice system.” Jus-
tices Thurgood Marshall, Harry A.
Blackmun and John Paul Stevens
joined White's dissent.

Rehnquist said a “harmless er-
ror” approach to the use of a co-
erced confession was appropriate
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because the introduction of a
fainted confession was simply a
“trial error” that can be “quantita-
tively assessed in the context of
other evidence presented.”

He said this type of error dif-
fered from more serious errors,
such as a “total deprivation of the
right to counsel at trial” or the

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, WED., MARCH 27, 1991

analysis.

It was one of the ano of
this case, Arizona v. Fulm te,
No. 80839, that White commanded
a majority of the court on two oth-
er aspects of the ruling.

These included the conclusion
that the confession at issue had
been coerced, and that its use at

PAGE 7A

daughter, was
affirmed.

The Arizona court, relying on
Supreme Court precedent, had
ruled that the use of the coerced
confession automatically required
a new trial and could not be con-
sidered “harmless error.”

technically

“Permitting a coerced confes
sion to be part of the evidence on
which a jury is free to base its
verdict of guilty is inconsistent
with the thesis that ours is not an
inquisitorial system of criminal
justice,” he said.

trial was, in fact, not “harmless
error’ under the circumstances.

As a result, a decision of the Ari-
zona Supreme Court, ordering a
new trial for a man convicted of
murdering his 11-year-old step-

presence of a biased judge.

These are “structural defects”
in a trial, the chief justice said,
that can never be balanced against
other factors and therefore can
never be “harmless.”

The 1967 precedent, Chapman v.
California, had identified all three
errors — coerced confessions, ab-
sence of counsel and a biased
judge — as automatically invali-
dating a conviction and as never
being subject to harmless-error

Under other Supreme Court
precedents, a variety of trial er-
rors, such as improper instruc-
tions to the jury and mistaken ex-
clusion of certain testimony, can
be regarded as harmless if they

can be shown not to have affected
the outcome.

In his dissent, White said co-
erced confessions were different
in kind from any of the errors that
the court had previously consid-
ered as occasionally harmless.

White said the Arizona Supreme
Court had properly concluded
that because the confession was
the result of “a credible threat of
physical violence,” it had been
coerced.
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LOS ANGELES (NYT) — Four
police officers pleaded not guilty
Tuesday in the beating of a motor-
Ist they stopped for speeding,
while some of their fellow officers
refused to cooperate with a feder-
al investigation into the incident.

In firm voices, the four accused
officers, dressed in business suits,
each answered charges of assault
and other offenses, saying, ‘“Not
guilty.”

They face maximum sentences
ranging from four years to more
than seven in the March 3 beating,
which provoked nationwide out
rage after an amateur viodetape
taken that night showed officers
hitting the man more than 50
times.

Judge Gary Klausner of the Los
Angeles County Superior Court
said their trial might start as early
as the week of April 28.

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, WED., MARCH 27, 1991

Los Angeles officers plead not guilty in taped beating

In a federal investigation, FBI
agents broke off interviews with
some colleagues of the accused of-
ficers after the officers declined
to answer the agents’ questions
voluntarily, a police union repre-
sentative said.

Gegrge Aliano, president of the

LLos Angeles Police Protective

League, said that once an officer
said he was giving his statement
under duress the FBI terminated

the interview. He said about 25 in-
terviews had been terminated in
this way.

Cecil Marr, a lawyer for the Los
Angeles Police Protective League,
said the FBI insisted that the offi-
cers statements be given volun-
tarily. Scores of officers from the
250-member Foothill Division,
where the accused officers
worked, were called for question-
ing, he said.

Study finds 5.5 million children go hungry

WASHINGTON (NYT) — A net-
work of researchers estimated
Tuesday that 5.5 million people in
the United States under the age of
12 were hungry.

The study, by the Food Re-
search and Action Center, a non-
profit anti-hunger group, was
based on interviews with 2335
low-income households at séven
locations around the country.

The authors of the study called
it the most comprehensive effort
0 date to measure hunger in
America.

The study defined hunger as pe-
riodic food shortages resulting
from a family’'s limited economic
resources. It did not attempt to
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measure clinical malnutrition.

Families wére classified as
hungry if they answered ves to
five of eight standard questions
such as these:

“Thinking about the past 12
months, did your household ever
run out of money to buy food to
make meals? Did you ever cut the
size of your children’s meals, or
did they skip meals because there
was not enough money for food?”

Robert J. Fersh, executive direc-
tor of the Food Research and Ac-
tion Center, said the findings sug-
gested that one in eight children
in the United States experienced
hunger each year.
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Catherine A. Bertini, assistant
secretary of Agriculture for Food
and Consumer Services, welcomed
the efforts to measure hunger.

But, in a telephone interview
from Columbia, S.C., where she
was examining local social ser-
vices, she said, “l cannot endorse
the numbers in the report because
I cannot say the numbers are ei-
ther correct or incorrect.”

Bush administration officials re-
frained from criticizing the re-
port, saying they did not want dis-
cussion of hunger to degenerate
into a debate over numbers or the
proper technique for measuring
the problem.

Ms. Bertini said the administra-

tion, like the authors of the report,
was eager to provide “adequate
services to children at risk of
hunger.

The report does not have the im-
primatur of a federal agency; the
government does not collect such
data. The Food Research and Ac-
tion Center, a 20-year-old founda-
tion-supported organization, is an
advocacy group in that it seeks to
eradicate hunger and
malnutrition.

But the authors said they tried
to make the study as reliable as
possible and solicited expert ad-
vice on statistical technique.

Fred Reagan, a spokesman for
the FBI, said the agency’s investi-
gation was proceeding, but he de-
clined to confirm whether some of
the interviews had been broken
off.

The agency is investigating the
possibility of bringing a civil
rights case in connection with the
beating. FBI agents have already
interviewed the four officers who
were indicted as well as witnesses
to the incident.

A spokesmen for the Los Ange-
les Police Department declined to
comment on the federal
investigation.

Mayor Tom Bradley said he
hoped the officers would

cooperate.
“1 have asked for cooperation,
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the police chief has asked for co-
operation, and, frankly, I'm disap-
pointed there would be reluctance
to do so0,” he said.

In court on Tuesday, pleas of not
guilty were entered by Sgt. Stacey
D. Koon and Officers Laurence M.
Powell, Timothy E. Wind and
Theodore J. Briseno. All were
charged with assault with a deadly
weapon, the feet and police ba-
tons, on Rodney G. King, an unem-
ployed construction worker who
was stopped for speeding.

All four were also charged with
violating the law that makes it a
crime for an officer to assault or
beat any person unnecessarily.
Koon and Powell were also
charged with filing false police re-
ports.

?

M.L. Blevins
CPA
Serving Midland for
14 Years

TALL CITY
CHIROPRACTIC

..get a second opinion.

902 North Big Spring
MIDLAND

682-3500

-

bection B
Midland Rep.
Wednesday,

:JBE

ly Mella McEwe

!taﬂ Writer

- Monthly unemp!
ics released by the
pent Commission
rought both signs
ming local econom
aution about earl

Meris Kidd, mana
and TEC office, sai
imployment r<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>