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Architect, developers reveal tower site design

By Joseph Basco

jbasco@mrt.com

Energy Related Properties,
Wexford Capital and Edmonds
International revealed Thursday
how the site of the proposed
Energy Tower, composed of
multiple parts, will transform
after construction is complete.

Michael Edmonds, archi-
tect and founder of Edmonds
International, presented the
plans during a press conference
at Centennial Plaza. He talked
about how the space, from the
western parking lot of the old
Midland County Courthouse
to the eastern end of Midland
Center, will become a city
center.

Regarding the tower itself,
the rooftop will feature a
lounge area. Underneath the

lounge will be 28 floors, or
560,177 square feet of office

Check out video and more

* photos from the event at www.

mywesttexas.com.

space. Underneath the of-
fice space will be 12 floors of
residential space, 12 floors of
hotel space, one floor of retail
and five underground parking
levels.

Outside the tower, 104,410
square feet will be used for
public park space. And 59,500
square feet will be used for con-
vention and ballroom space.

“They all feed off each other
to become greater than the sum
of their parts,” Edmonds said
regarding all the components of
Energy Tower. “That’s the idea
of mixed use.”

Edmonds then went further
into the philosophy of mixed-
use projects. He said projects

like Energy Tower make life
better not just for the end user
but also the community.

“You have this idea of work,
play and live in one location,”
Edmonds said.

ERP partners Bill Meyer,
William Meyer and Wendell
“Scooter” Brown, as well as
Joseph Jacobs, president of
Connecticut-based investment
firm Wexford Capital, also
spoke during the press confer-
ence.

Bill Meyer, the first to speak, -

told a story to the audience
about how when people across
the country in places like New
York City or even Dallas ask
him where is office is located,
he says it is in Midland. He said
those people had no idea where
Midland even was.

He then said it was impor-
tant for Midland, a place he

Please see TOWER/4A

Midland police investigate a fatal accident involving a motorc

Tim FIscher/Repoﬂer— Telegram

ycle and SUV Thursday afterneon in the 500 block of Longview Avenue, just outside

the southside Wal-Mart. The motorcyclist, heading east on Longview was not wearing a heimet and collided with a GMC Yukon leaving the Wal-

Mart parking lot. The molorcychst was transported to Midland

Memorial Hospital, where he died from his injuries, according to the city. .

City: Motorcyclist diesf after crash with SUV

From staff reports

A 22-year-old motorcyclist was
pronounced dead at Midland Memorial
- Hospital on Thursday afternoon after a
collision near the southside Wal-Mart,
according to a press release from Sara
Higgins, the city’s public information

officer.

Colten Lance Duran was living in
Odessa, according to friends and family

members.

Duran is the second person to die on
local roads during the past week and
the 15th this year, according to previous -
Reporter-Telegram reports. That is an
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average of a death every 6.2 days.

On Thursday, the Midland police and
fire departments responded to an ac- -
cident involving a motorcycle and SUV
at 12:22 p.m. on Longview Avenue, near
the Wal-Mart parking lol s northside

entrance.

Energy prices

WTiFutures $93.26 v $1.19
WTiPosted $89.75 v $1.25
WTS Posted $8645 v $1.25
Natural Gas $3.947 2 50.047

Gasoline $3.522 v $0.009 I

The driver of a Yukon according to
MPD, was attempting to turn left out
of the parking lot after coming to a
complete stop when she collided with a
motorcyclist headed east on Longview

- Avenue. Duran, who was not wearing a
helmet, hit the SUV’s driver's side, ac-
cording to the press release.

He was transported to Midland Me-

Injuries.
Higgins said.

he hit a pickup
The big number

Lead poisoning affects

1 in 38 children,
= i

monal Hospital, where he died from his

No charges had been filed late Thurs-
day as police are investigating the crash.
Investigators are trying to determine
if Duran’s speed was a possible factor.

The incident was the second dcalh of
a motorcychist in 2013. On Jan. 11, Jesse

Kinsey, of Midland, was traveling south-
bound on Midland Drive and died when

traveling northbound. The

pickup was tuining left into an apartment
complex near Sinclair Avenue when the
motorcycle collided with the truck’s pas-
senger side, Higgins said at the time.

Today in Religion

Coming this weekend

Read about the Pope John Paul Nl exhibit. Page 1B | ﬂ
Wldantlhm life after the Nov. 15 train crash.

Bill and William
Meyer, partners
of Energy Re-
lated Properties,
talk during the
Energy Tower
press confer-
ence and recep-
tion Thursday

at Centennial
Plaza.

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

Patriot Guard
Riders, Reel
Thanx exempt
from city
ordinance

By Joseph Basco

_H?H.'{{ o@mrt.com

The city of Midland has reclassified
the Patniot Guard Riders’ military veteran
escorts as honor processions. which
would make these types of events exempt
from the city’s revised special events
ordinance.

Patriot Guard Riders and Reel Thanx
are the two organizations exempt from
the special event law when they are es-
corting veterans. Sara Higgins, the city’s
public information officer. said Thursday

Mayor Wes Perry said he signed a
letter Tuesday to Patriot Guard Riders.
informing them of the exemption.

“What we treat them hike i1s stmilar to a
funeral procession.” Perry said. “So that’s
outside of the ordinance together.”

City Manager Courtney Sharp said this
did not have to go through a City Council
vote because the mayor’s letter was basi-
cally an interpretation of the special event
ordinance.

According to the special event ordi-
nance. funeral processions are exempt
from the permit requirement and all other
mandates that it entails. such as obtaining
insurance for both the participants and
spectators.

Sharp said the city will visit with
Patniot Guard Riders regarding A Ride to
Remember to see if the event will require
a permit.

Members of the Patriot Guard Riders
attended last week'’s City Council meet-
Ing to speak out against the city’s revised
special events ordinance. They said the
new requirements for a special event per-
mit are cost-prohibitive for a nonprofit.

The council unanimously approved
the authorization for the City Attorney s
Ofhce to obtain automobile and general
hability insurance through the Texas
Municipal League Intergovernmental
Risk Pool.

The limit for each policy will be
$1 million, and the deductible will be
$50,000.
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the couple’s love, warmth and
public service as law enforcement
continued the search for their
killers.

Mike and Cynthia McLelland
shared a single, flag-draped casket
inside a suburban Dallas church.
Cynthia’s remains were cremated
and placed inside the coffin with
the body of her husband, the
Kaufman County district attorney.

Friends and colleagues at the
service described them as the
perfect mismatch: an outgoing
Army veteran known for his wit
and humor, and a quieter partner
who loved quilting and supported
her husband’s work.

Dozens of law enforcement of-

Shirley Woodward, mother of Cynthia McLelland, holds a flag and is comforted by
family after memorial services for her daughter and son-in-law, Kaufman County
District Attorney Mike McLelland, after a memorial services in Mesquite on

Associated Press
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Associated Press

The mother of a dying 3-year-old ad-
opted Russian boy was frantic and crying
as she tried to revive her son while EMS

) APRIL S, 2013

March 18 not to indict Laura Shatto and
her husband Alan in their son’s death.

personnel raced to her rural West Texas death.

home, a recording released Thursday

revealed.

The boy, born Maxim Kuzmin, died Jan.
21 after his mother found him unrespon- -
sive outside their home in Gardendale. Ec-
tor County District Attorney Bobby Bland
said Max likely suffered the fatal internal

Russian officials have expressed disbelief
at the decision not to charge the Shat-
tos. They blame the Shattos for the boy’s

Laura Shatto told a 911 operator on Jan.

21 that her son wasn't breathing. Later,

injuries to an artery during 10 minutes that home.

Laura Shatto was in the bathroom. Four
pathologists reviewed the autopsy report
and ruled Max’s death to be accidental.
Officials released the tape of the
»20-minute call after grand jurors decided

she was heard pleading for help as she
performed CPR on the boy. Shatto said
she wasn’t sure what happened, and that
she left Max playing outside while she
went to use the bathroom in her

She told the operator her son was
autistic, self-injurious and on medica-
tion. About 18 minutes into the tape
without finding a pulse, Shatto, who had a
stethoscope with her, told the operator she

believed she had a heartbeat.

“It’s really faint,” she told the operator,
who then asked her to check the boy’s
carotid artery. “I’'m not getting anything.”

As time goes on Laura Shatto asks,
“Where are they?” referring to EMS per-
sonnel, and pleads through apparent sobs
to the operator, “Please, I need help.”

Max Shatto’s younger half-brother was
nearby during the 911 call, and he can be

heard occasionally crying.

“Mama’s not hurting him,”
the toddler. “Mama’s trying to help.”

The Shattos, who live in a rural area just
outside Odessa, adopted the boy and his

half-brother last fall.

Max had more than 30 bruises and
other marks on his body as well as signs
that he was routinely injured by accident,

she said to

PAGE

911 call: Mom tried to revive adopted Russian boy

according to an autopsy report. A medi-

cal examiner’s investigator wrote that she
found abrasions, scrapes and bruises from
head to toe on Max’s body.

Alan Shatto told authorities that Max
hit his head against items in the home and
had serious behavioral probleins. He said
a doctor had prescribed the anti-psychotic
drug Risperidone, but the couple stopped
giving Max the drug after about four days

after reading about the side effects and

because it appeared the boy was having
trouble swallowing.

Laura Shatto reported that three days
before his death, Max nearly choked on a

cooked carrot. She said he tended to bang

STATEBRIEFS
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his head and claw himself, which she tried
o prevent by cutting his nails short and
having him wear gloves at night.

GALVESTON
Texas couple arrested
in Las Vegas over
boy in box

A couple arrested 1n
Nevada agreed Thursday
to be extradited back to
South Texas on child abuse
charges that allege they
forced a 9-year-old boy to
live at times in a locked
wooden box.

Officials said the
43-year-old man and his
49-year-old wife appeared
Thursday for a hearing in
Las Vegas, two days after
being found in a home not
far from the Las Vegas
Strip. The man is the father
of the boy and thé woman
his stepmother. The As-
sociated Press isn’t naming
the adults to protect the
identity of the child.

Galveston authorities
had been searching for the
couple since last month,
when the man was indicted
on two counts of injury
to a child and one count
of unlawful restraint of
a child. The woman was
indicted on a single count
of injury 1o a child and
another count of unlawful
restraint of a child.

The boy ran away from

home last July and is now
in foster care. The home
was searched and investi-
gators said they found an
8-by-6-foot particleboard
box in a laundry room.

MCALLEN
Former deputy to
appear in court
on drug charges

A former South Texas
sheriff’s deputy facing
drug conspiracy charges 1s
to appear in federal court
to ask a judge for bond.

Former Hidalgo County
sheriff’s Deputy Jorge
Garza is the seventh
member of the department
accused of helping to steal
or protect drugs to be re-
sold by a trafficker. He was
arrested Monday and has
a1s court hearing scheduled
for today.

Two former Mission
police officers also were
charged in December in
what began as an investiga-
tion by a joint drug task
force between the shertfi’s
office and Mission police.
One of the officers charged
is the son of Hidalgo
County Shenft Lupe Tre-
vino, the other 1s the son
of Hidalgo Police Chief

FELONYARRESTS

FROM WIRE REPORTS

Bryan A. Dunn, 29, of Midland, was arrested Wednesday on a

charge of burglary of a habitation.

Latunya Rosine Foster, 40, of Midland, was arrested
Wednesday on a charge of manufacturing and/or delivery of a
controlled substance between 4 and 200 grams.

John C. Franks, 47, of Midland, was arrested Wednesday on
a charge of driving while intoxicated.

Siromie Dewayne Johnson, 31, of Midland, was arrested
Wednesday on a charge of evading arrest and/or detention with

previous convictions.

Erik Jay Reyes, 33, of Midland, was arrested Wednesday on a

charge of violation of probation. |
-39, of Midland, was arrested

Christina Alicia Rogers

Wednesday on a charge of forgery of a financial instrument and a
charge of violation of probation.

- Carina Sanchez, 36, of Midland, was arrested Wednesday on
a charge of credit and/or debit card abuse.

Source: Midland County Sheriff's Office

N

.

ST TS o LS

!

s

L l.
\""I"'lf"
'i-l'l-'l'.
-

Do _x P. Doctor, MD

mmnmmw

s * Diabetes / High Sugar * High Blood Pressure
/ Triglyceride * Heart Disease / Heart Fallure
/ Acid Reflux « Emphysema / Asthma Bronchitis

Allergies * Osteoporosis * Annual Physical Exam
Cancer Screening * Pap Smears / Women's Health

2800 N. Big Spring St Midland, TX - 432-686-2905 N\
HounTues.-Fri 10—6and5¢t 10-5

Specialized Care in:

Ziniomiio lhimli ]

: R} 180
Uil Ey ot

o8 | HEav 0e¢ | HIIHI | R9ND F‘-LJ

g 3 B

L
r

'

Rodolfo “Rudy” Espinoza.

The former law enforce-
ment officers previously
charged have all been
granted bond.

TEMPLE
Central Texas power
plant to double in size

Officials say a natural
gas-fueled power plant 1n
Central Texas will double
in size and supply power to
approximmately 1.5 million
homes.

It was only last Septem-
ber when Dallas-based
Panda Power Funds broke
ground on a 758-megawatl
plant in Temple, about 35
miles southwest of Waco.

Panda announced Thurs-
day that it will double the
size of the plant, ulimately
generating 1,516 mega-
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cembellished heels.

watts. Company officials
say up to 800 construction
jobs will be created and the
second generating station
will be online by summer
2015.

Panda spokesman Bill
Pentak declined to discuss
the cost ot the project,
but the U.S. Energy
Information Administra-
tion estimates it costs $1
million per megawatt of
energy being produced.
That would mean the latest
Panda project will cost
about $758 million.

BROWNSVILLE
Texas judge overturns
convictions of dead
attorney
A judge has overturned

the convictions of a South
Texas lawyer whose body
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was found on the day he
was to report to prison in a
judicial bribery scandal.

U.S. District Judge An-
drew Hanen set aside the
racketeering, extortion and
mail fraud convictions of
56-year-old Ray Marchan.
Marchan’s appeal was
pending at the time of his
death.

Marchan’s body was
discovered Feb. 28 after
he jumped from the Queen
Isabella Memonial Cause-

way 1n an apparent suicide.

Marchan was sentenced
to more than three years in
prison for his role in brib-
Ing ex-state District Judge
Abel Limas.

Limas has pleaded guilty
to racketeering and awaits
sentencing.

Courts have said deaths,
before the appeals process
has been exhausted, are
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“Change The Path Of A Pet’s Life”

Midland SPCA 6'

2701 S. County Rd. 1206
Midland, TX 79706

32-684-7582
ponsored by Brown's Permian Electric *ﬁ“*
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grounds for throwing out
convictions. Hanen vacated
the convictions Tuesday.

TYLER
3 treated after a house
explosion, fire

Witnesses reported see-
Ing a man on fire after an
explosion at an East Texas
house being remodeled in
an accident that left two
rescuers hurt.

The Tyler Fire Depart-
ment said the cntically
burned man apparently was
using solvents to refinish
the floor when the vapors
ignited.

Authornities said two
other people who saw the
house on fire Wednesday
and helped search the
structure were treated for
smoke inhalation.
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TODAY IN
MIDLAND

Thing to do

B Concert, Graham Wilkinson,
7 p.m., Basin Burger House, 607 N.
Colorgdo Ave. Free. Info: www.basin-
burgers.com or call 687-5696

Celebration
of the Arts

The 30th annual Celebration of the
Arts is presented by the Arts Council
of Midland at Midland Center and
Centennial Plaza

Today

B Prewiew Party, 7-10 p.m. Admis-
sion: $85 at the door.

Saturday

B Festival, 10 am. to 5 p.m. Ad-
mission: $4 for adults, $3 for seniors,
$1 for ages 12 1o 4 and free for 1gps
3 and younger

B Street Concert, 7 p.m_ (Drew
Womack 7 p.m. Radney Foster 8 p.m.
Sawyer Brown 9 p.m_). Admission:
$30 at the door.

Sunday

B Festival, noon to 5 p.m. Admis-
sion: $4 for adults, $3 for seniors, $1
for ages 12 to 4 and free for ages 3
and younger.

B “Poodies, Doodles and Friends
Canine Parade, 3 p.m. Entrance for
dogs: Main and Wall Street admission
gate

Community calendar

@ Polo Park Estates is planning
events, activities and seminars for
owners and their pets.

Each event is free and open to
the public

The events include:

— Pet Parade & Adoption Day, 2
p.m_today

— Let's Talk Seniors - Pet Care
Tips Saturday, 11 am

— Humane Society Fundraiser,
noon Sunday

To RSVP or to learn more, call
Polo Park Estates at 682-5772

B The Midiand High School
orchestra will present “Beethoven and
Blue Jeans. a dinner and concert,
from 5:30 to 7.30 p.m. Saturday at
the Martin Luther King Jr. Community
Center, 2300 Butternut Lane.

@ The Midland Archeological
Society 1S hosting the 49th South-
western Federation of Archeological
Societies meeting 9 am Saturday at
Sibley Nature Center, 1307 E. Wadley
Ave. Registration begins at 8 30 a.m

Avocational and professional
archeologists and histonians will be
making 30-minute presentations on
topics involving the archeology and
nistory of West Texas and eastern
New Mexico

The event 1S open to the public.
registration 1s $10

B Texas Tech Physicians Odessa
has teamed up with the Buffalo Trail
Council of the Boy Scouts to offer free
physicals beginning 9 a m. Saturday
at 701 W.5th St , Odessa

Scouts must make an appoin-
rment by calling 570-7601. Walk-ins
will not be seen. Each boy must bring
a copy of his medical history and
immunization record

B The Silver Spur Gun and Blade
Trade Show 1s set for Saturday and
Sunday at the Horseshoe. Hours are
9a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 10 am
to 5 p.m. Sunday

Admission is $5 for adults and free
for children under the age of 12. For
the first hour each day there will be
a special two for the price of one ad-
mission. Active military and National
Hifle Association members receive a
$1 admission discount with 1D

New movies
in Midland

@ At Tall City 14: Evil Dead” and
Jurassic Park™ 3D
@ At Big Sky Drive-in: Evil Dead

Water Tracker

The following is the amount of
water delivered to the city of Midland
from the Colorado River Municipal
Water District and the Paul Davis
waler fields |

B Tuesday's total: 12 963.000
gallons (CRMWD 9,501.000. Paul
Davis fields 3.372.000)

® Wednesday's total: 13 967 000
gallons (CRMWD 9,700.000, Paul
Dawvis fields 4,267 000)

Last week

B March 26 total: 16 811,000
gallons :

B March 27 total: 13,773,000
gallons

Gas prices

B Cheapest gas: 53 45 (Stripes,
Brarwood Avenue/Midiand Drive.
Texaco, Brnarwood/Northcrest Dnive
Murphy USA. Midland Drive/Briarwood
H-E-B. Wadley Avenue/Midkff Road)

@ Most expensive gas: $3 69
(Town & Country. Andrews Highway
Boeing Drive)

B Most common prices: $3 49
$3 55 8359

B Cheapest gas in West Texas:
Lubbock $3 21 Odessa $3.36.

+ Abilene $3 37, San Angelo $3.42
Midland $3 45

, Mid-Od Texas
Thursday $3522  $3495
Last week $3.535 $3.521
Last month ...93.626 $3.576
Last year ... 93.848 $3.839

Source TexasGasPrices.com
Lottery

Pick 3 day: 9-9-2

Pick 3 night: 4-5-0

Daily 4 day: 2-4-1-8

Daily 4 night: 2-1-1-8

Cash Five: 2-14-15-24-34

Texas Two Step: 23-31-33-34 BB 14

All or Nothing (morning): 2-3-4-
>-7-9-11-14-15-18-20-24

All or Nothing (day): 1-2-4-5-7-8-
9-14-15-20-23-24

All or Nothing (eyening): 2-4-5-
6-7-8-11-14-16-19-23-24

All or Nothing (night): 1-4-5-6-8-
10-11-13-47-19-20-23

Today in history

On Apnil 5, 1933, President Frank-
in D. Roosevelt signed an executive
order creating the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps and an anti-hoarding order
that effectively prohibited private

ownership of gold
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Associated Press

AUSTIN — A new Texas bud-
get won approval late Thursday
in-the House, where Republicans
and Democrats brokered deals to
diffuse volatile ideological battles
but could not sidestep clashes over
Medicaid expansion and a school
voucher push now rendered poten-
tially dead in the Legislature.

A marathon debate over a two-
year, $93.5 billion state spending
plan ended after nightfall with .
leaders in the Republican-con-
trolled House boasting additional
money for public schools, col-
lege campuses and mental health.
Critics say the bill doesn’t spend
enough to cover the needs of a
rapidly growing Texas population,
but a major spending battle never
erupted on the House flopy.

The budget overwhelmingly
passed 135-12 after nearly 12
hours of debate.

The House plan boosts state
spending across the board by 7
percent. State employees would ™
see small raises, and financially
shaky state parks would be spared

NEWS

made possible by a roaring Texas
economy. -“

“Voting out the House budget is a

significant milestone in a 140-day
“session that has enjoyed relatively

feel-good bipartisanship — at least

compared to the acrimony in 2011,

when the Republican-controlled

Legislature cut the budget to the

bone. -
“We’ve been able to restore sig-
nificant portions of last session’s
cuts,” said Republican state Rep.
Jim Pitts, the House's chief budget
writer. “We've not done so reck-
lessly, and we have not replaced
every dollar removed from last
session.”

But dollars didn’t set off the
most intense clashes.

Nearly 270 amendments were
filed for debate, and none flared
emotions more than add-ons
related to Medicaid and school
vouchers. As the floor session
approached its 10th hour, con-
servatives scrambled to make a
fresh stand on Medicaid — after
the Republican-controlled House
initially adopted an outline of how
the state might expand health care

not to expand Medicaid ynder

the federal Affordable Care Act.
Approval of an amendment to
merely open the door to Medic-
aid expansion negotiations-drew
instant criticism conservative
activists outside the Capitol, and
Republicans later pulled the vote
back.

But one defeat that will stick
with social conservatives was
passage of an anti-school voucher
amendment. The measure passed
the House 103-43 and dealt a
potential knockout punch to a
priority item of Lt: Gov. David De-
whurst and other Senate leaders.

Backroom deals doused other
potential fireworks. A bipartisan
pact led to the withdrawal of
amendments related to women’s
health and abortion, averting the
rehash of another intense political
feud in 2011 when the Legisla-
ture cut state funding to Planned
Parenthood.

Rep. Bryan Hughes, among the

leading tea party members in the pass both chambers. The $3 billion

House, said both sides backed
down because funding for wom-
en’s health funding would increase

5, 201

Texas House adopts $93.5 billion budget

linked to abortion services.

“We were able to get that done
without having some divisive de-
bates on the floor,” Hughes said.

Combined with federal dollars,
the total price tag of the bill is

. $193.8 billion. The budget plan

doesn’t restore about $15 billion
lawmakers slashed in 2011 —
which included about $5.4 billion
cut from public schools. The
House budget restores about $2.5
billion to school districts, $1 bil-
lion more than the budget passed
by the Senate last month.

Neither of Perry’s two signature
economic development pro-
grams, the Emerging Technology
Fund and the deal-closing Texas
Enterprise Fund, would receive
new taxpayer dollars for private
businesses.

Replenishing the scandal-
wracked Cancer Prevention and
Research Institute of Texas is also
on hold until sweeping reforms

cancer-fighting agency, known as
CPRIT, is under criminal investi-
gation and a spending freeze fol-

from closure, symbolic of the to the working poor. and taxpayer dollars are already lowing the revelation of grants that
Legislature’s spending power Gov. Rick Pesry has vowed off-limits to health providers bypassed the review process.

what he hopes to accomplish while in office.

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

| Sen. Ted Cruz speaks Thursday at the Petroleum Museum about his time in the Senate so far and

Cruz: Growth will come
from the private sector

By Joseph Basco

thasco@mrt.com

First-year U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas.
spoke in Midland on Thursday in front
ol Midland and Odessa residents and
officials at the Petroleum Museum, say-

| 1ing his top priority in office is to restore

economic growth,
“The last four years, our economy has

- grown 0.8 percent a year,” Cruz said. “If

we don't turn that around, we can’t solve
any other problems we got that’s coming.”
Cruz said he thinks economic growth

- should be a bipartisan issue, followed
- by detailing three subpriorities to regain

economic growth.
He said his first subprionity is to restrain

- out-of-control spending and unsustainable
. debt in-Washington.

e EEERER S e . - — e - = o

"I think what were doing 1s fundamen-
tally immoral.” Cruz said. "It is wrong
that we are sticking our kids and grand-
kKids with crushing debt that they'll spend
their whole life working on and trying to
get out of”

Cruz’s second subpriority is fundamen-
tal tax reform, he said. Cruz compared the
IRS code to the Bible, saying that the tax
code has more words than the Bible.

“We need to dramatically simplify the
code. lower the rates. flatten it out and
make it fair” Cruz said. “I'd like for the
average American family to fill out their
Laxes on a postcard and send 1t.”

The senator’s third subpriority on re-

| storing economic growth is to lessen regu-

e

- AUSTIN — Texas

"Houston Democrat. com-

lations for businesses, specifically small
businesses. He said everyone working in
the private sector has to deal with “one
regulation after another,” making it harder
for small businesses to survive.

“Economic growth is not going to come
from a bunch of blowhard politicians in
Washington,” Cruz said. “Its going to
come from the private sector.”

Cruz concluded his speech by talking
about why the economy should grow, not-
ing that it 1s the “key to opportunity.” He
talked about how people who are starting
to climb the economic ladder are the ones
hit the hardest by an unhealthy ‘economy.

“T'he ones that are losing their jobs are
the people who are just starting out,” Cruz

- —— e e — e

e

said.
After his speech, Cruz answered ques-
tions from the audience on topics such as

gun control and energy. He said there are a

lot of Democrats in Washington trying to
take away guns after the Sandy Hook El-
ementary School sheoting in Connecticut.

Regarding energy, Cruz said he signed
a bipartisan letter to President Barack
Obama that urges the approval of the
Keystone pipeline, which the audience
applauded. He also connected economic
growth to energy sources such as oil and
natural gas, saying it brings the potential
for jobs.

“The only thing that can screw it up is
the federal government,” Cruz said.

After the question-and-answer session,
Cruz spoke to the media to discuss im-
migration. He said he is both optimistic
and pessimistic about immigration reform,
which will have bills introduced into both
the House of Representative and Senate
next week.

On the optimistic side, Cruz said he
thinks there is a lot of bipartisan agree-
ment on some aspects of immigration
reform, such as border security and the le-
gal immigration system. He said he wants
tighter border security and less red tape
for legal immigrants to enter the country.

On the pessimistic side, Cruz said he
thinks Obama does not want to pass im-
migration reform.. ;

“I think, unfortunately, President
Obama is looking for a political issue in
2014 rather than try to pass a bill,” Cruz
said. “And I think that’s why the president
IS Insisting upon a path to citizenship
for those who are here illegally. And my
view, as long as President Obama insists
on a path to citizenship, any immigraiion
reform bill is likely to fail.” .

As previously reported in May of 2012,
Midlanders overwhelmingly raised more
funds for Cruz compared to Senate candi-
date and Texas Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst.
Despite the support Midlanders have
tor Cruz, the senator said he has not yet
opened a West Texas office but will do so
after assessing potential sites.

“He’s making big headlines in Wash-
ington, and we're glad he’s one of our
senators,” Mayor Wes Perry said, “I think
he has a great, great future ahead of him.”

Texas Senate votes to ban smoking at Capitol

Associated Press

Senafdrs have voted to ban
smoking from the Capitol
grounds.

Sem. John Whitmire, a

a $500 fine.

plains that smokers pollute
the areas and entryways
around the Capitol and

subject visiting school
children to second-hand
smoke, His proposal would
madke 1t a Class C misde-
meanor, which 1s subject to

Whitmire said that’s the
same penalty for smoking
on a public school campus.

Smokers would have
to move outside the fence

surrounding the Capitol
grounds, which can be sev-
eral hundred feet from the
building in some places. -
The ban was placed on
a broader bill about the
agency that manages the
state Capitol complex.
That bill, and the smok-
ing ban, now goes to the
House for congideration.

Firearms training
for teachers bill

moves on to Senate

Associated Press

AUSTIN — A plan to
train armed teachers for
gunfights in classrooms or
al campus sporting events
or board meetings won .
approval Thursday from
the Texas Senate Education
Committee and now heads

to the full chamber.

Texas already allows
teachers and other school
personnel who have previ-
ously been certified to
carry concealed weapons
to do so 1n classrooms with
the permission of their lo-
cal school districts.

The proposal calls for 16
hours of training to instruct
teachers how to first conceal
children during an attack,
and then return fire. It would
apply to charter schools and
public schools that don’t al-
ready employ armed guards.

In order to obtain a con-
cealed handgun license, all
Texans must complete 10
hours of classroom instruc-
tion 1n safety and responsi-
bility and pass a shooting
test at a gun range. The bill
would bolster that training
for teachers, with special
emphasis on classroom

emergencies.

But a separate bill that
passed Thursday in the
Senate Criminal Justice
Committee and was placed
on an expedited calendar to
clear the full Senate would
reduce the training time
required for a license to
just four hours of instruc-
tion. Supporters say it’s a
Second Amendment issue
and that the current classes
are long and redundant.

The Education Commit-
tee, which bill sponsor state
Sen. Dan Patnick chairs,
voted 9-0 to send Patrick’s
measure to the Senate, but
only after modifying it to
allow teachers and school
officials with handgun
licenses to carry firearms at
campus board meetings and
University Interscholastic
League events.

Sen. Kel Seliger said
he'd rather not allocate any
state money toward class-
room firearms training.

“Ithink my problem is
spending public money on
something that should be
paid for by the school dis-
trict, if they wish, or by the
teachers themselves,” the
Amarillo Republican said.

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

MUCH TO TALK ABOUT

Jane Goodall speaks Thursday at Midland
| Distinguished Lecture Series. Goodall is a primatologist and

College’s Davidson

conservationist who is perhaps most famous for her research with
primates that has redefined the relationship between humans and
animals. She spoke about the threats facing chimpanzees, other
environmental crises and her reasons for hope that humankind
will solve the problems it has imposed on the Earth.
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called the “Oil Capital of
America,” to have identity.
He added that structures
define communities.

“Oil is power,” Bill Mey-
er said. “Oil is pride. Oil is
truly oyr destiny here.”

Wheh asked after the
press conference about
what attracted Wexford
Capital to the Energy
Tower project, Jacobs told
the Reporter-Telegram that
although he is an out-
sider to Midland, Wexford
Capital has an oil company

L e  —
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and owns property here,
giving it some insight to
the community. He said
he has talked to le in
Midland that said there is
a shortage of office space,
housing and employees.
“We thought, if we're
going to do a project, as
Michael Edmonds pointed
out, you g‘)“uld have done
scparaté ildings,” Jacobs
said. “I don’t think it
would have dramatically
impacted the cost, but it
would have had less of an
impact. So we figured we
put them all together.” ,
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NATION

Lead poisoning toll revised

to 1 in 38 young children

Associated Press

NEW YORK — More
than half a million U.S.
children are now believed
to have lead poisoning,
roughly twice the previous
high estimate, health of-
ficials reported Thursday.

The increase is the result

of the government last year

lowering the threshold for
lead poisoning, so now
more children are consid-
ered at nisk.

*Too much lead can harm
developing brains and can
mean a lower 1Q. Lead poi-
soning used to be a much

larger concern in the United

States but has declined
significantly as lead was
removed from paint and
gasoline and other sources.

The new number
translates to about 1 in
38 young children. That
estimate suggests a need
for more testing and
preventive measures, some
experts said, but budget
cuts last year eliminated
federal grant funding for
such programs.

Lead-can harm a child’s
brain, kidneys and other
organs. High levels in the
blood can cause coma,
convulsions and death.
Lower levels can reduce
intelligence, impair hear-
ing and behavior and cause
other problems.

Most cases of lead
poisoning are handled by
tracking and removing the
lead source and monitor-
ing the children to make
sure lead levels stay down.
A special treatment to re-
move lead and other heavy

©2013 HEB, 13-26N

metals is used only for
extremely high levels.
Often, children who get
lead poisoning live in old
homes that are dilapidated
or under renovation. They
pick up paint chips or dust
and put it in their mouth.
Other sources include
soil contaminated by old
leaded gasoline, dust from
industrial worksites and
tainted drinking water
Lead has been banned in
household paint since 1978
and was gone from gaso-
line by the late 1980s."
After lowering the
standard, the Centers
for Disease Control and
Preveption went back and
looked at old blood tests
from 1,653 children under
6 to determine how many
would have lead poisoning
under the new definition.
About 3 percent of them
—- or about 50 kids — had
blood lead levels higher
than the new threshold of

5 micrograms of lead per
deciliter of blood. Using
that result, CDC officials
calculated that an estimat-
ed 535,000 young children
have lead poisoning.

A year ago, when the
threshold was 10 micro-
grams, experts estimated
that somewhere between
77,000 and 255,000 young

kids had high levels of lead.

These estimates have fo-
cysed on children younger
than 6 and who have been
considered most at risk
of neurological problems
because of lead.

Overall, the new CDC
study found lead counts
were higher on average in
children who were poor or
African-American, said the
CDC’s Mary Jean Brown,
an author of the study.

Those kids are more

likely to live in old housing

or in neighborhoods with

greater exposure to lead,
she added.

Friday, April 19
6:00pm

Hilton Garden Inn
5221 JBS Pkwy

Odessa, Texas

Register Today! ! ONLINE: LiveAmpyraEvent.com

Complimentary
Food Served

-------

Annette Howard, MD, Medical Director
Multiple Sclerosis Institute of Texas

E PHONE: 1-800-397-8082

Saturday, April 20
i:lSpm

Courtyard Marriott
1505 Tradewind

Midland, Texas
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CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS
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§ 30™ ANNIVERSARY OF

ACM

s sl & Pl

Midland’s longest running, DOWNTOWN annual event!

CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS
STREET CONCERT

Saturday, April 6th
Starring Sawyer Brown

Line Up:
[:15pm
2:45pm
4:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
8:00pm
9:30pm

Purchase tickets online @ www.acmidland.org
$25 in advance * $30 at the gate

Brush Fire
Rob Baird
Mike Ryan
Intermission

(ates reopen

Drew Womack

Radney Foster

Sawyer Brown - Headliner

™

MORE QUESTIONS?
432-687-1149
www.acmidland.org
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Taste Buds On Tour!

We're featuring unique sandwich ideas
from around the world, like our

Leaning Tower of Meat-Sa Italian Meatball Sub,
the Philly-Tex Steak, or the Catch-O-The-Day Po’ Boy
to name a few. Plus, we'll have cooking demonstrations
; and free samples on the weekends. From the best things
1' between two slices of bread to delicious sides,

it’s a celebration of global proportions.

| hebf. com/sandwich




OrINION

Midland'chortet-Telegnm | mywesttexas.com/opinion | Friday, April 5, 2013 | Page 6A .

B It appears the president doesn’t
have a problem sabotaging pas-
sage of any law that has a serious
enforcement trigger.

hand? It's close. Last week, the AFL-

ClO and the Chamber of Commerce
worked out a guest-worker compromise
that allows in foreignjworkers on a sliding
scale of 20,000 to 200,000, depending on
the strength of the economy.

Nice deal. As are the other elements of
the Senate’s bipartisan Gang of Eight plan
— the expansion of H-1B visas for skilled
immigrants, serious tracking of visa over-
stayers and, most important, a universal
E-Venfy system that would make it very
risky for any employer to hire an illegal
immigrant.

But there’s a rub. It’s the perennial
rub. Are Democrats serious about border
enforcement? It’s supposed to be the trig-
ger that would allow illegal immigrants to
start on the path to citizenship.

Why 1s a trigger necessary? To pre-
vent a repeat of the 1986 fiasco where
amnesty was granted and border enforce-
ment never came — giving us today's 11
million hiving in the shadows. Yet just a
week ago, Homeland Security Secretary
Janet Napolitano, referring to border
enforcement, averred that “relying on one
thing as a so-called trigger i1s not the way

Is a bipartisan immigration deal at

CHARLES
KRAUTHAMMER

Washington Post
Writers Group

to go.” Regarding legalization, “there
needs to be certainty.” But not for border
security?

And she’s the person in charge of
securing that border. Now listen to
President Obama: “Given the size of the
border, it’s never going to be 110 percent
perfect. What we can do 1s to continue to
improve it.”

The usual Obama straw man. Who's
asking for 110 percent enforcement?
And the need is for something a lot
more than just improvement. The objec-
tive is to reduce a river to a trickle. It’s
doable. The two sections with triple
fencing outside San Diego have reduced
infiltration by 92 percent.

To be sure, the Gang of Eight enforce-
ment trigger 1s not ideal. The 11 million
get near-instant legalization — on the
day. perhaps six to nine months after the
bill 1s signed, when Homeland Security
submits a plan (with the required fund-
ing) to achieve within a decade 90 percent

apprehension and 100 percent real-time
surveillance.

This plan triggers “probationary”
legalization, which in reality is perma-
nent, because once the 11 million register,
It is inconceivable their status would be
revoked. :

Let’s be clear. A mere DHS enforce-
ment plan is a very weak trigger. I would
prefer legalization to occur later, once
the plan is actually carried out and some

independent body certifies that the border

1s essentially closed.

But that simply will not happen.
Democrats control the Senate and the
White House, and they will only agree to
a weaker trigger. Which is? Legalization
first — 1.e., living here openly without
fear of deportation but nothing more until
the border is controlled. Until then, no one
even starts on the path to citizenship — no
green card, no naturalization.

So why is Obama undermining even
that compromise, asserting that “this
earned pathway to citizenship” must not
be “put off further and further,” that it
must be “certain” — not contingent on
verifiable benchmarks of border closure?

Are he and Napolitano signaling to their
hard-core open-border constituency that
they will try to sabotage passage of any
law that has a serious enforcement trigger,
or that they will try to sabotage enforce-
ment if a strict law is nonetheless enacted?

Does Obama want immigration debate to continue?

Why? Isn’t border control an elementa-
ry principle of sovereignty? What country
deliberately forfeits the right to decide
who gets to join its communal life?

Remember: We're not talking about
the 11 million already here who will be
legalized as a matter of both practicality
and compassion. We're talking about the
next 11 million. Without border enforce-
ment, they will be here. If you don’t build
it — the fence, the visa-tracker, E-Verify
— they will come.

Why deliberately create the next im-
migration crisis? Is it because you coldly
calculate that this wave and the next are
destined to be partisans of your politi-
cal party? Talk about placing party over
country.

Or perhaps Obama intends this to be a
poison pill: (1) Demonstrate unmistakable
bad faith on enforcement. (2) Undermine
the Gang of Eight's already weak border-
control “trigger.” (3) And thus force
Republicans to defeat this “immigration
reform” — as newly defined and newly
defanged of enforcement.

Obama seems to want an issue, not a
solution — a potent political issue for
Democrats to demagogue in 2014 and
2016 and forever. If so, given the Demo-
crats’ incessant and lachrymose expres-
sions of compassion for those living in
the shadows, this would be the ultimate in
cynicism.

I ~ OURVIEW
ChinaAid’s importance
cannot be overstated

Mnrgunizatiun. we are shocked by some of the things going
on inside the borders of one of the world’s most closed societies.

Chen Guangcheng. who made international headlines last year
when he escaped to the United States through help from ChinaAid,
spoke this week at Midland Country Club, delivering another
glimpse at a world Americans rarely see or even hear about.

Chen 1s a blind, self-taught lawyer who was imprisoned for four
years and three months and then placed under house arrest for two
years for his 2005 study and research into the Chinese govern-
ment’s forced abortions and massive abuses in the official family-
planning policy.

He said 1t 1s untrue that forced abortions only happen for those
who have had more than one child. If a family hasn’t obtained a
birth permit, whether it’s their second child or their first one, the
women are kidnapped and taken to a hospital where they are forced
to have their babies killed.

Some of those women are even into their eighth and ninth
months of their pregnancies, he said.

Chen’s study documented the 130,000 pregnant women who
were forced to abort their babies and the 600,000 family members,
neighbors and friends who were tortured and arrested for helping
the women 1o escape the abortions.

We believe eftorts like the one from the courageous Chen is an
open hight to the world, telling a horrific story of human rights
abuses that are unprecedented in human history.

We also appreciate the efforts of the ChinaAid program for the
work they do in bringing these rights violations to the attention of
the world. Even though China is one of today's great world powers,
it should not be immune to world scrutiny when it comes to these
Kind of human rights violations.

ChinaAid has worked to help thousands of individuals and
sponsored more than 30 legal defense cases as well as financially
supporting more than 100 individuals and their families who are
imprisoned.

We support the work of ChinaAid and we are grateful that many
Midlanders have given their support. These atrocities cannot be al-
lowed to continue, no matter the status of any country where there
are abuses of human rights of so many individuals.

idland 1s no stranger to Bob Fu and his ChinaAid program.

Web: http://www.chinaaid.org/
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President missed on gun control

B In the end, Obama miscalculated the
pulse of the country and its representa-
tives on realistic measures.

arely has the political class whipped itself
into a lather that has abated so quickly.
After the Newtown, Conn., massacre. so
many 1nvested so much hope in President Barack
Obama’s pledge to “use whatever power this office
holds™ to pass new gun-control laws.

The president has certainly done his part. He
has held rallies. He has used children as props.
He has held events with parents of the little vic-
tims of Newtown. He has shamed the nation for
its alleged forgetfulness over the terrible events
of that day.

Yet the needle of public opinion is moving the
wrong way. CBS News found that support for
stricter gun laws dropped from 57 percent to 47
percent, and CNN from 52 percent to 43 percent.
The headline on a CNN story on the latest polling
was titled “Polls Suggest Congress Might Have
Waited Too Long on Gun Control.” It has waited
all of four months.

But the assault-weapons ban has been deep-
sixed by Democrats in the Senate. Same with any
limit on the size.of magazines. The argument now
i1s all about increasing the reach of background
checks, although any bill that can pass Congress
will be much less extensive than the president or
his supporters would like.

The gun-control debate has shown the president
again to be hopelessly detached as a legislative -
mechanic and ineffectual as a shaper of public opin-
ion. Before writing rhetorical checks that his own
party’s majority leader in the Senate, Harry Reid,
couldn’t cash, the president might have at least
consulted with the wily old son of a gun about what
was plausible and adjusted accordingly.

It is true that 90 percent of Americans sup-
port universal background checks. Who can
be against background checks? Heck, even the
National Rifle Association wants states to keep
more complete records of who is forbidden from
purchasing guns.

But it gets complicated quickly when you try
to control almost every transfer of a gun. Sen.
Chuck Schumer’s current version of the bill would
forbid a “temporary transfer” to a friend for target
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shooting if the range is not “owned or occupied
by a duly incorporated organization organized for
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