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Heavenly hotel service

Robert Lee Domn is a joyful man, a minister of the Gospel,
a preacher at no particular church, but a witness always
In his renewed life. Wherever you see him, there is the

countdo

pulpit. “| preach anywhere,” the affable Hilton bellman
says. “Christ is The Truth. From Him, we get our life."/1B
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Boy killed

A 10-year-oid boy died Sunday
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Editor’'s Note: This is the second
of a two-part series looking at the
Y2K computer problem and its
potential for disruptions in differ-
ent aspects of society.

By Gary Shanks
Staff Writer

he lynchpins of our tech-
nological society may be
those things that can be

taken for granted — electric-
ity, phone service, natural
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Y2K: What's it ‘oil’

gas supply.

Buried and forgotten or
streaming discretely in from
the back, these services link
the modern home to society
in a way undreamed of when
the first settlers were felling
logs to build independent
homes.

Providers of utilities throughout
the country are focused on testing,
repairing and replacement of hard-
ware and programs for year 2000
compliance — lest every American
wake to the new year in their own lit-
tle house on the prairie.

With testing programs completed,
those who provide utilities to Midland
are currently replacing hardware
and computer programs that will not
function properly when the clock
rolls over to Jan. 1, 2000.

SBC Communications Inc., which
owns three of the so-called Baby Bells
including Southwestern Bell, has
thousands of employees working to
;nake sure phone service does not

ail.

SBC staffers are upgrading 1,100
central office switches, including
some in Midland.

Locally, all of the computerized
switching stations have been upgrad-
ed and certified free of Y2K bugs,
sald Linda Foster, Southwestern Bell

Please see UTILITIES/2A

By John Paul Pitts

Oil industry taking
steps to prepare for ;
turn of the century

The oll industry depends on computers for everything from payrolis to pipelines. Every aspect of the oil patch is prey to the
potential havoc of the Millenium Bug.

COUNTDOWN TO

Agriculture Department

hopes to exterminate
rural Y2K Bug problem

By Rick Lopez

Curt WilcottV/Reporter-Telegram

Oil Editor

Staff Writer

INSIDE

B City officials in ‘final

stages of contingency plans’
for Y2K/3A

thousands of humming computers neatly
arranged 1n corporate otfices

In reality . its wrath extends to even the most rural Texas
farms, where some ranches have evolved from simple
two-person operations to a digital. sophisticated enter
prise.

Officials with the Department of Agriculture fear that
onJan. 1. 2000, computerized irrigation £vstems won't turn
on. Tractors programmed to remember what areas of the
f1eld to plow won’t function. Electronic scales will be use-
less

In the long run, this means that meats. fruits and veg
etables won t make their way to your grocery store. vour
breakfast table and your child s lunch box

That's why the Agriculture Department plans on
launching o campaign called “Beat the Bug.” which helps

: ;nmv might think that the Y2K Bug only thrives inside
the

oint interest billing, payroll accounting, lease terms, pro-

duction agreements, pipelines, refineries, strategic
J planning, global positioning, automation equipment, gas
measurements — every aspect of every sector of the oil
patch is controlled by computers and will be impacted by
the Y2K Bug.

That's the bad news.

The good news is that the oil industry is well aware of the
problem and is moving full speed ahead to become compliant
by the year 2000.

“It is amazing how short-term the horizon is for some peo-
ple,” said Jerry Hays, with Arco Permian, in a recent Oil
Report article. “They simply could not see the problems
involved when the year turns to 2000.”

Those companies not prepared, said Lorin Brass. vice

B Midland Independent

School District must trust
service center in San Anto-
nio for compliance/3A

cease to function properly.

Computer analyst Karen Bruce, in an article for Shell Oil
Please see OIL/2A

president of operations for Shell Oil Co., will dread the year
2000. When the calender rolls around to 2000, computers and
computer chips will recognize it as 1900, and programs will

B Midland County officials
expect nary a glitch when
Millennium bell tolls/3A

Stale

prevent farmers and ranchers from hving this nightmare
said JoAnn Nobles, department spokeswoman
The office estimates that more than 65 percent of the

Ms. Nobles said. If they don't seek wavs to become Y2K

< 180.000 farms are vulnerable to-the Millennium Bug

Please see RURAL/2A

Latest tool for police a beacon to light those in darkness

E_v,_c__mchard Acosta

Staff Writer

Local law enforcement personnel are promoting a
new product that will help light the way for emergency
vehicles.

Gene Duke, with Citizens On Patrol, read about the
Emergency Bedcon in a newsletter and thought it could
be useful to Midland residents, Midland police Sgt. Dale
Seago said.

The beacon works just like any other light bulb, but
will act like a strobe light when activated, Seago said.

“The good thing about this light is that it doesn’t
require any special fixture,” Seago said. “You can plug
it in to your porch light, lamp, anything. One flip of the
switch, and you have a regular light. Two flips and it
blinks like a beacon. That is why it is very helpful when
trying to find a house.”

Traffic Officer Bruce Williams said trying to find a
house is hard enough during the day, much less at night
when it's dark. X

“Wg_ have a city ordinance that all houseg have to be

clearly marked,” Wilhhams said. “But most neighbor-
hoods in Midland are dark.

*Apartment complexes have hundreds of rooms.
Sometimes it can be hard find the right one. Our crys-
tal ball batteries are not always fully charged. So some-
thing that would draw our attention to the right house
would be nice.” - |

Larry Stewart is a fire truck driver for the city of Mid-
land. He said it can be very diffieult for them to find
where they are supposed to be

“Sometimes it is down right impossible to find a house
unless someone 1s waving us down, especially in the
county,” Stewart said. “A lot of people in the county don't
put addresses on their houses. It 1s really good for us
when the sheriff's deputies beat us out there, because
we can find the house easier. Seconds count and we can
not afford to pass a house once or twice. Sc mething that
can help us find a house fast would be great.”

Paramedic James Howard said not being able to find
a house can be frustrating.

“Every second vou ['HF{I’ start working on a person

- cons avatlable tor sale the beeinning of Februam

can really make a difference in their outcome
Howard said. “Not being able to start yvour job or have
to start late, puts more pressure on you

“Something that will help us find the location fastes
would help us help people and that 1s what we are all
about I think evervone in the fire house would agree
with that .~

Wilhams said that the hght would not just help emer
gency vehicles. but would also serve as a ecrime deter
rent

“The hight won't stop at Just helping pohice to find the
house.” Williams said “In neighborhoods with neigh
borhood watch programs they will know something is
wrong. Il vou can't stav in vour home to talk to a 91
operator you can hit the hght

The police have already donated 100 Emergency Bea
cons to the Senior Citizens Center. Seago sad

I'he Midland Police Department will have Emergency Bea

.r’r' ’{‘H"

chase a light. call the department at 685-7108
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area manager for external
affairs.

“All of our computer switches
that handle local traffic have been
upgraded for Y2K compliance,”
Ms. Foster said.

Other PC-based functions are
also to be upgraded at the local
office, Ms. Foster said.

“We are about 99 percent com-
plete on upgrading our own per-
sonal computers,” she said.

Throughout the SBC system,
more than 100,000 personal com-
puters and the software run on
them have been tested.

The staff has reviewed and con-
tinues to review millions of lines of
computer code, as well as testing
thousands of computer chips for
date problems, SBC officials said.

SBC is participating in Telco
Year 2000 Forum, which is a con-
sortium of major telephone com-
panies that are working together
with Bellcore laboratories to
ensure Y2K compliance.

Most software and hardware
systems have been fixed, with
replacement ongoing in some Sys-
tems.

SBC and other telecommunica-
tions companies are saving time
and money by using what techni-
cians have dubbed the 60/40 win-
dowing solution.

That allows many two-digit date
chips to remain in operation. Pro-
grammers are simply adding
additional “logic” computer cod-
ing in the programs that will
make the year 00 be recognized as
the year 2000 and not the year 1900,
an SBC technician said.

This two-digit date will be

WE

accepted as future years up to the
year 2059.

For any two-digit date greater
than 59, the affected system will
recognize that as part of this cen-
tury. For example, the two-digit
year 78 will be recognized as 1978,
whereas the two-digit year 14 will
be recognized as 2014.

That should be enough leeway to
maintain an accurate, active
database. Obviously, this patch-
work system could not hold
archives older than 1960, nor could
it project a date beyond 2059.

The nation's electric compa-
nies, including TU Electric and
Cap Rock Electric, are banding
together to combat the Y2K prob-
lem just as the telecommunica-
tions companies are.

The reason for this is that any
break in the chain could cause por-
tions of the national “grid” to go
down, leaving all downstream
electric utility companies without
the power to distribute to their cus-
tomers, local power company offi-
cials said.

Both TU and Cap Rock employ-
ees are continuing their extensive
testing and remediation efforts to
ensure that all monitoring and
switching systems will be opera-
tional on Jan. 1.

TU staffers are well into their
identification, repair and replace-
ment schedule, said Eric Schmitt,
communications support manag-
er for TU in Dallas.

“We're about 50 to 60 percent
complete,” Schmitt said. “We
haven’t encountered any signifi-
cant problems,” he said.

System-wide, TU is spending an
estimated $36 million to ensure
proper function when Jan. 1

THER

Today's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a high in the mid-
to upper 70s and breezy with southeast winds gusting at 15-25 mph.

This evening should be partly cloudy, becoming mostly cloudy
the night. The low overnight should be in the low to mid-40s, with 15-25

mph gusty winds turning to 5-15 mph late.

Tuesday's forecast calls for mostly cloudy skies with a high of 68 and

a low of 45 Wednesday'’s forecast calls for fair skies and a high of 68.
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arrives.

“These are the kinds of numbers
we’'re seeing in other companies ...
it’s fairly typical for the industry,”
he said.

At TU, crews are working on the
mainframe computer system, oth-
er systems running on PC com-
puters and “embedded systems,”
which are electronic components
specific to the transmission of
electricity to customers, Schmitt
said.

Most of these embedded sys-
tems are checking out, and will
operate in a Y2K situation,

Telegram

Gary Reid, a technician with Caprock Electric, mhﬁﬁnm
itoring system of the utility. The system,
will be upgraded to become Y2K compliant, Reid says.

which monitors 19 substations,

although a number of “date
stamp” problems have been
found.

While the component may
record the wrong date, it will not
fail to function when the calendar
year rolls over, he said.

These components are listed as
“Y2K-ready, but not totally com-
pliant,” he said.

Most of the work and the repairs
are happening in the software
realm for TU teams.

“We're dealing with 300 appli-
cations and 113 million lines of
code,” Schmitt said.

TU teams, however, are pre-
dlctmf readiness by late summer
or early fall.

“We have some work in front of
us, but we’re becoming more and
more confident.” he said.

Cap Rock equipment is checking
out, for the most part, but as with
TU there are significant software
changes that need to be made, said
Cap Rock spokeswoman Peggy
Luxton.

“We're going to a completely
new computer system ... there just
wasn’'t a way to upgrade,” Ms.
Luxton said.

The computer system that mon-
itors lines and substations will
need to be completely replaced,
and that effort is ongoing.

Fortunately, this system,
installed in 1987, is reaching the
end of its useful life and company
officials have been planning for its
eventual replacement — which
has just been stepped up to clear
any Y2K problems, said Cap Rock
engineer Gary Reid.

“It’s not something we decided
yesterday,” Ms. Luxton said. “But
it blew several years’ budgets,”
she said.

A much smaller company than
TU, Cap Rock is expected to be
able to clear its Y2K problems for
under $1 million, she said.

Cap Rock crews are ensuring
Y2K compliance at both ends of
their service grid, in case portions
of the national grid go down, she
said.

“We have done our part on the
distribution end,” she said. “If we
don’t get the power — it’s not going
to make any difference,” she said.

The industry as a whole is work-
ing to make sure no weak links are

UTILITIES: Nation's electric compames ang together to combat problem

ing to be found in the chain come’
an 1 and both local electrical

providers are part of this nation-
al effort.

US. Energy Secretary Bill
Richardson has said that the
industry must aim for a perfect
“1000 batting average®” in Y2K
readiness because of the chain-like

nature of the national grid.

Companies throughout the coun-
try, however, are reporting that
there should not be any problems
in 2000 that will shut down the grid,
although more work remains to be
done.

Y2K checks at all of the coun-
try’s nuclear power stations indi-
cate that there are no problems
that could affect the safe shutting
down of the reaction chambers,
according to industry reports.

As in other utilities, Y2K prob-
lems are being taken seriously at
Atmos Energy, the parent com-
pany of Energas.

Atmos officials believe they
have a jump on the problem, hav-
ing been implementing four-digit
date chips and software since 1996
and are participating in the Amer-
ican Gas Association Alliance
Program addressing Y2K issues in
all the industry’s embedded sys-
tems.

“Our goal 1s to make the year
2000 issue a non-event for our cus-
tomers,” an Atmos spokesman
said.

Atmos teams report confidence
that they will meet their summer
deadline for identification and
remediation of Y2K problems in
the system.

OIL: Many independents lack resources to cope with Y2K

(From 1A)

Co., said that 80 to 90 percent of
computers worldwide will experi-
ence Y2K problems, and the cost
of fixing them could run as high as
$600 billion. Most major oil com-
panies are spending $50 million to
$100 million to become compliant.

All major oil companies and
most larger independents in the
Permian Basin, such as Pioneer
Natural Resources, Wagner &
Brown and Clayton Energy Inc.,
have computer specialists work-
ing on the problem full time, but
many of the smaller oil companies

(From 1A)

compliant, the United States

are still not in compliance.

John Hood, area technology
manager for Arco Permjan, said
recently that his company has a
full-time staff person “debugging”
all computer systems and that
they expect to be fully compliant
by the year 2000. “I fear some of
the small companies that are still
struggling with Y2K may not
make it.”

Most smaller oil companies are
well aware of the problem and are
moving at varying rates to identi-
fy and exterminate the Millenni-
um Bug in all computer systems.
“If they move now, smaller oil

ranching agencies are doing:

B The Supply Working
Group (FSWG) of the President’s

companies can still become com-
pliant by the end of the year,”
Hood said.

In some cases, becoming com-
pliant will be as simple as con-
tacting one’s software vendor and
acquiring program upgrades.
Computer experts say oil compa-
nies should not overlook those
programs that have been written
in-house. If new software is pur-
chased, it should be 2000-compli-
ant.

In some cases older computers
may have a chip that makes them
incapable of becoming compliant
and will have to be replaced. A

December 1998 and June. NMA
firms that reported the money
they’'d spent on fixing their com-

vendor or computer consultant

can advise on this matter.

Independents looking for Y2K
help can find it on the Internet at
www.year2000.com , or they can
contact a local computer analyst
with experience in Y2K debug-

ging.

Shell 0Qil Co. offers a compre-
hensive consulting program for oil
companies for conducting a sys-
tems inventory of potential bugs,
debugging programs, installing
new programs and testing. The
address is: www.renew2000.com.

RURAL: Agriculture Department reaching out to help farmers

tion, he said.

“This major task was accom-
plished ahead of our own schedule
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Coltege Station 9 Rockport S a musical or comedy motion picture, and Lynn Red- in his mouth, saying, ““Oh man, I just got through eat- MAIL RA}'EB — O Us‘:o those link
Comos I San Aogeto % 37 grave of ‘Gods and Monsters’’ won the movie sup- ing dinner.” Daily and - * | .
Denton 8 36 Torrel L porting actress trophy. Backstage he noted that ‘“The Truman Show’’ came g, $306.00 $198.00 $99.00 $33.00 Web site: y
bt L~ I:;,“'“"M o 37 The Hollywood Foreign Press Association voted outin the summer, long before studios traditionally SunOnly $123.00 $66.00 $33.00 $11.00
Gtveston 88 47, Waco § 77 4 ABC’s ““The Pracﬁce” as best television drama roll out their award-worthy product. “'I'm glad that r wmmmmw 1
“""""“m LA ooy A~ series, and Fgx’'s “Ally McBeal’’ won as best televi- _ people didn’t forget about it,”" he sgid. Al payable in advance. )
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ByEdTodd =
Staff Writer :

When mankind’s calendar, like the
odometer on your car, turns from 1999 to
2000, any glitches in Midland County's
computer system’s hardware microchips
and software programming ought to have
been purged or corrected by then.

“I think we are in pretty good shape” (in
becoming Y2K-compliant) said William P.
McCullough, the county’s chief informa-
tion system officer.

“The first concern is to get those soft-
ware programs recompiled and recon-
figured so that they can support a full four-
digit date” vs. old two-digit format,
McCullough said.

“It all boils down to whether it is an
embedded chip (in the computers) or if it
is a software problem. The applications
need to be able to address a full four-dig-
it year vs. a two (-digit format). Typical-
ly, a lot of software in the past has been
developed and not concerned about the
four-digit format.”

McCullough expects county govern-
ment and, hence, the Midland County Pub-
lic Library and Midland College’s Learn-
ing Resource Center , to bridge the gap
with hardly a notice.

The libraries’ electronic functions,
including the computerized card-index
files, are on the county’s $815,000 IBM AS
400 computer .

“We've got to keep the (courthouse)
doors open, and we’ve got to serve the pub-
lic,” McCullough said. “We've got todo our
business.

“The concern that the (Commissioners’)
Court would have is that those operations
are maintained. We don’t want to come up
to a situation that we don’t get a payroll
out, can’t check out a book, or record a
deed. We just need to do business as usu-
al.”

The county’s computer system has a
built-in redundancy system, though.

“We are imaging every (paper) docu-
ment,” McCullough said. “Security is the
most important thing that we do at the
courthouse. We back everything up with
(high-density) tape. If you want a hard
copy, you punch a button and print it out.”

Midland County Judge Bill Morrow, as
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County officials expect nary a glltch when Millennium bell tolls

“I think we are in pretty good shape,” McCullough said.

a matter of course, is putting his trust in
McCullough and his technical staff to
move into 2000 with nary a bump or only
a slight one.

“He has spent a good deal of time work-
Ing on it and is very diligently pursuing all
the possible glitches,” Morrow said. “As

far as we know, we’ve got that (Y2K) thing

conquered.”

McCullough’s computer-world baili-

i

i

|

Curt WilcottVReporter-Telegram
Willlam McCuliough, chief information systems officer for Midland County, says the county is on track to become Y2K compliant.

The county's
IBM $62,500 RS (Risk) 6000.

s financial computer i1s the

“The new financial package we are get-

ernment . for budgeting purposes and
preparation of the budget to see where you
are.

As Sandra Wegner, hibrary director
recalled. Midland County started ventur
INg mto the computer age about two
decades ago

“We began preparations for our com
puterized catalogs as early as 1981.7 Mrs
Wegner said. "But we didn't actually do it
until 1993.°

Though she suggested a fair amount ol
confidence in the county’s Y2K transition
Mrs. Wegner 1s. nevertheless, cautious

“I have a contingency plan just n
case,” she said. “I am not going to get rid
of all of my pencils and paper just in case
we need to keep a record of who checked
out what. That's my contingency plan
paper and pencil.

“My automation software people tell me
that we are OK. (Hardware) 1s the coun-
tv's responsibility .’

Two years ago, the county spent $180.000
to upgrade its AS 400 (for advanced-sys-
tem computer) . said McCullough. who not
ed that the county contracts out its appl-
cation software. We don’t do anyv devel
opment in-house .~

Within the county detention facilities
security should go uninterrupted from the
end of 1999 into the start of 2000

“We don't think that there 1s anyv date-
sensitive, embedded chips within those
electronic devices.” McCullough said
“That's our understanding = todayv. The
Sheriff's Office has checked with their
electronic doors over at the jail for open
ing and closing. Theyv ' ve checked with
their vendors, and they haven't uncovered
any problems with any embedded chips in
the Sheriff's Office and jail.”

From McCullough's perspective, if the
year 2000 were to arrive tomorrow. “I.
would think that we (1in county govern-
ment) would continue to function

"We may have a couple of glhitches. But
we should be able to address those very
rapidly. I don’t think that it (Y2K) would
be of a magnitude that would shut down
our operation

wick, which is operating on a $673,000 bud-
get, keeps track of the county's almost
$21.9 million general-fund budget and

ting is, of course, (Y2K-) compliant,” Mor-
row said. “Each department can look up
and see where they are in their budget and

“I personally am looking forward to the
year 2000 to get this behind and address

$30.5 million overall budget.

B! Gl:z Shanks

Staff Writer

than city services.

A team headed by Tom-
my Hudson, assistant to
City Manager Mike McGre-
gor and Communications
and Information Systems
Director Charles Gipson
have been spearheading the
effort for more than a year.

Working with individual
department heads, city
equipment has been tested,
literally turning the internal
clocks up to see if prob-

ance from equipment vendors.

All of the city’s systems that failed the test-
ing will be replaced shortly, and contingency
plans in case of catastrophic utilities failures
will be adopted by early summer, Hudson said,

“We're in the final stages of our contingency

' Hudson said.
One benefit to the

plans,”

Starting early with a concerted push to

address year 2000 computer problems, the city
of Midland will spend much of the next year wor-
rying about needs not locally controlled, rather

COUNTDOWN T
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lems occur, or have received letters of compli-

City officials in “final stages
of contingency plans’ for Y2K

staff are continuing to form worst-case-sce-

narios to ensure the safety of local residents.

cilals said.

by Burns.

Barring the loss of utilities,
land should be in fine shape for 2000, city offi-

the city of Mid-

“I'm really impressed with what our city has
done to protect itself,” said Midland Mayor Bob-

“Our motto has been:

late. And
there,”

electronic

hand.

Beat the clock before it's too

I think we're

Hudson said.

For the most part, only
minor problems have been
identified in city systems.
Traffic signals,
control stations and other

pipeline

gear have all

checked out and vendor
promissory letters are In

The most important equipment to fail year

2000 (Y2K) tests are the communications con-

soles at the Mid-

land Police
Department’s dis-
patch area.

have a
date-stamp fail-

‘O

ur motto has
These did not been: Beat the clock
simple pafore it’s too late.

‘I’m — city is the readily yre, meaning they And I think we’re
' - i avallable power gen- would function but there.’
impressed with erators, which will would record
robably be avail- | r d; — Tommy Hudson

what our city has P y improper dates — tant to Citv M

; able for lease before these electronic asSistantio Lity Manager
done to protect 2000, as the sagging comsoles failed Mike McGregor
itself.’ oil and gas industry totally.

Bobby Burns

erated traffic lights will be needed.

staff said.

potable tap water.

son said.

— Midland Mayor Will probably have
generators to spare.

These generators
will be used to power
any critical part of city infrastructure that could
not be used in case of power-grid failure.

The city’s major traffic intersections are
being identified and studied, to determine if stop
signs, human traffic direction or locally gen-

With only a few critical pumps powered by
generators, the city’s wastewater and potable
water systems can operate on gravity alone, city

Most of the generation power will be needed
to pump the city’s groundwater fields to provide

A catastrophic power grid failure is not antic-
ipated, but thes. contingency plans will be honed
and ready for ir1plementation just in case, Hud-

While they will likely never be needed, city

son said.

Negotiations for the purchase of nine new con-
soles, which route all radio, 9-1-1 and data trans-
mission for city emergency services, are ongo-
ing and purchase is expected in February, Hud-

The purchase is expected to be nearly $1 mil- .
lion, making this the most significant problem
by far that the city must face,

All replacement hardware, software and

city staff said.

training on the new equipment is expected to be

puter bug.

city services.

the caller.

completed by the end of the summer, putting
Midlandin a position to weather any storm that
might arise from the much-hyped Y2K com-

The city has established a Y2K hotline — 685-
7544 — for those with specific questions about
Recorded questions will be
retrieved daily and responses made directly to

In addition, those linked to the Internet can

keep track of city Y2K plans at a dedicated Web

site: y2kinfo@basinlink.com.

e -
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The city has established a Y2K hotline — 685-7544 — for those with
specific questions about city services. Recorded questions will be
retrieved daily and responses made directly to the caller. In addition,
those linked to the Internet can keep track of city Y2K plans at a dedicated
| Web site: y2kinfo@basinlink.com.

will have online capability in county gov-

what issues that may come up and get on
to other business,”

T‘i]‘{'FU“(}l]gl’l sald

MISD must trust service center
in San Antonio for compliance

By Daniel Arp

Staff Writer

Midland Independent School District 1s doing
much of its Y2K work long-distance, but the poten-
tial problems the bug may cause couldn't be clos-

er to home.

The district’'s mainframe computer — on which
all of its payroll, student attendance and grading
applications reside — is actually located in San
Antonio, at the state's Region 20 education service

center.

There, a staff of about.50 analySts 1s checking
over all the district’'s data processing software and
hardware, trying to anticipate any incompatibili-
ties when the year 2000 hits. So far, 4,000 of those
programs have had to be modified or rewritten.

“We feel we're dealing with the problem — and
it 1s a problem — as best we can,
by. executive director of computer

vices for MISD.

The district has been working for the past three
years on the Y2K problem. Overall. Lusby said it’'s
difficult to estimate how much will be spent on Y2K
“very gross guess,  he
said, would be half-a-milhion dollars

“The biggest expenditure is in time — personnel
hard to put a dollar figure on it

before the work i1s done. A

time. It'S
And for equipment alone?

“Just right off the top of my head, I can come up
he said.
The district is scrutinizing Y2K compatibility 1n
data processing, instructional
technology and auxiliary services

The data processing problems are being handled
in San Antonio. The other two areas of scrutiny fall

with $250,000 pretty easily,”

three main areas

in the laps of district employees.

routers and microcomputers have had to be eval
uated for Y2K compliance
5.000 microcomputers. Lusby said anywhere [rom
1,500 to 2,000 of those will not be Y2Kk- compliant
In some cases, when computers are for stand

The district has aboul

alone personal use, compliance will not be impor

INg systems.

said Larry Lus-

and pupil ser- 'S fairly ne

LLusby

to handle any

"he said ariseon Jan. 1

In November,
report. work was 75 percent complete
kinks are supposed to be worked out by July |

The district will also have to make sure 1t 18 ready
unexpected problems that may

tant, Lusby said. But computers hooked up to the
district’'s wide-area network will have to

“There are a number of those gld machines that
we have on our wide-area network now that we havi
to replace,” he said

Auxiliary services that need to be
include security
schools, gas pumps, elevators and heating and cool

comply

evaluated
systems, bell systems 1n the

Some of the equipment u--vd in auxiliary services
w. So the district is 1n good shape.

Sadldl

when MISD had its last status
All the Y2K

“It’s kind of hard to plan for something that yvou

ficulties

In the instructional technology area, all servers. end.”

Midland College anticipates smooth

but tedious transition into Y2K

By Daniel Arp
Staff Writer

Midland College does not have as
massive a job in preparing for the
yvear 2000 as a place like the Uni-
versity of Texas, but because of the
nature of the Y2K problem, the job
IS about as tedious

MC computer service adminis-
trators have spent the past year or
so combing all hardware and soft-
ware used by the college for com-
patibility problems. But there is no
guarantee, no matter how close
they look, that they’ll find every-
thing.

“That's the big bug-a-boo: are
you going to miss something?”
Hope not,” said Dennis Sever,
director of instructional informa-
tion systems.

MC has to order patches for
about 750 PCs across campus,
Sever said. It has spent $100.000
replacing and patching adminis-
trative software and $30,000 on the
school-wide network operating
system and related software

Sever said the college’s work 1s
between 50 ahd 60 percent com-

plete. The goal is to be finished by
September, but that i1s not a dead-
line, Sever said. Right now, M( 18
in the process of reviewing the soft-
ware for environmental systems
like heating and cooling

Officials have already p.ur-
chased upgrades that will make 1ts
administrative software Y2K-
compliant. That means functions
like payroll, student and financial
records and financial aid should
not show any glitches

But, in the unlikely event that
any of those functions become cor-
rupted Jan 1, Sever said the col-
lege already has emergency pro
cedures in place

If there were problems with
payroll, for instance — an area of
obvious personal concern off
cials would make new hires on a
temporary basis to produce pay-
checks by hand. The same would
be the case for all other adminis-
trative software functions

Student financial aid may be a
dicier issue — not at the college but
at the national level

“Those systems (used by the fed
eral government for financial aid)

don't know what you're planning for,”
But he added he does not foresee any major dif

LLusby said

“I think it is a manageable situation I think it 1s
a very real situation, but I thmk by
panies and organizations are-taking it seriously.”
LLusby said. “The world 1s not going

and-large com-

to come 10 an

are very, very old and very. ver)
large.” Sever said

Though he was assured that th
college systems for financial ad
would run smoothly he admitted
“If something happens at the fed
eral level. we’ll get complaints
about 1t

A worst-case scenario would be
if students were unable to get fed
eral Pell Grants. About one-fourth
of MC students rely on the grant:
to provide them with up to $1.500
per semester

But Sever said. no matter the
scenario, the school would handle
It and continue to function

*We would see that somehow
thev got them (grants) .~ said Sey
er. “That's what we do. That s
what this college 1s here tor

Records could not possibly b
lost. Sever said. The worst that
could happen would be if softwar
or hardware that read the data
ceased to function properly  he
said

Sever estimates that, when it s
all said and done. the college will
have spent as much as a quarte}
million dollars fixing the, Y2K bug
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By Victor L. Simpson R—

Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — A million faithful packed
a dusty Mexico City racetrack Sunday to hear
a call to arms from Pope John Paul Il — a sum-
mons to take to the streets and confront the
challenge of Protestant evangelism.

The papal Mass was a powerful display of the
aging pontiff’'s spell over this predominantly
Roman Catholic nation. ‘*"Mexico, always faith-
ful' " chanted the crowd, intent on showing the
pope that their affection hasn't diminished
since his first trip here 1n 1979

Organizers estimated the crowd at 1 million,
and thousands more listened from outside the
packed racetrack grounds. Parishioners
perched on sagging tree branches, stood on
friends’ shoulders or clambered onto loud-
speaker stands to view the spectacle.

Thousands of makeshift cardboard
periscopes poked above the crowd so that those
toward the back of the track, nearly a mile
from the altar, could catch a ghmpse of the
pope.

John Paul urged his audience to 1ignore the
seductions of what he called *‘fallacious and
novel ideologies’” and to spread the word of the
church — a central theme of his visit, in which

Pope celebrates Mass before 1 million faithful

he has called upon his followers to aggressively
combat significant inroads made by Protes-
tantism. -

“Don’t fail to respond to the Master who
calls. Follow him to become, like the apostles,
fishers of men,’’ the pontiff declared. ‘‘Make
Christ' s word reach those who still do not know
him. Have the courage to bear witness to the
gospel on the streets and in the town squares,
in the valleys and mountains of this nation'”

Few in the crowd complained about the cold,
the overflowing portable toilets or the mounds
of trash.

“It's worth it. To see the pope, anything is
worth the sacrifice,’” said Miguel Duran, a 19-
year-old student who peered into a periscope
fashioned from a box of crackers and a mirror.

[t was the biggest event in the pope’s five-day
trip to Mexico, which has a special relationship
with the pontiff rooted in a shared veneration
for the country’s patron saint, the Virgin of
(Guadalupe. Animage of the virgin hung above
the altar.

Hundreds of people arrived days before the
Mass, and hundreds of thousands shivered in
temperatures that plunged to 23 degrees
overnight. The pilgrims were asked to stand at
5:30 a.m. to make room for the growing crowd.

As the sun rose, many kept warm by danc-
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ing, jumping in place and enthusiastically clap-
Eing to music played over loudspeakers. Still,

undreds of people were treated for hypother-
mia and other ailments, health workers said.

Amparo Anzures, a 75-year-old pilgrim from
Puebla state, said the cold didn’t bother her.
“For the love of God, we didn’t feel it because
he is our blanket.”

Sounding familiar themes, John Paul
demanded respect for the human rights of Indi-
ans, ethnic minorities and the poor. He reiter-
ated the church’s ban on abortion and its
emphasis on respect for the family.

John Paul began his fourth visit to Mexico on
Friday. On Saturday, he announced a new
strategy for the church in the Americas:
Catholics must struggle against the excesses
of capitalism and the church must try harder
to reach the rich and powerful, not just the poor.

At each stepof his visit, masses of emotion-
al believers have cheered the 78-year-old pon-
tiff.

On Saturday, John Paul celebrated Mass at
Mexico’s holiest site, the Basilica of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, and met with President Ernesto
Zedillo. On Monday, he holds a ““meeting of the
generations’’ at the Azteca soccer stadium, and
he meets Tuesday with President Clinton in St.
Louis.
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Olympic leaders recommend six expulsions in Salt Lake scandal

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP)
— Olympic leaders recommended
the expulsions of six IOC members
Sunday 1n an unprecedented
response linked to the biggest cor-
ruption scandal in the history of the
games

The embattled president of the
International Olympic Commit-
tee said the action was aimed at
ending “‘the ugliest chapter in the
history’’ of the world's biggest
sports event, which in the last two
decades has also become a billion-
dollar business.

As a third member resigned 1n
the scandal, IOC president Juan
Antonio Samaranch said three oth-
er members remained under
investigation, while a fourth was
warned about his actions by the
ruling executive board.

“The members violated their
Olympic oath and betrayed the
confidence put in them by the
Olympic family.”” Samaranch
said.

. A six-person I0C investigative

panel concluded its report Sunday
morning into the cash payments,
scholarships and other favors tied
to Salt Lake’s winning bid for the
. 2002 Winter Games.

The members were cited for
accepting inducements — report-
<edly totaling close to $800,000 in
cash and benefits — from Salt
~ Lake boosters.

There also were reports of lav-
1sh gifts, free medical care and oth-
er improper exchanges between
the members and the Salt Lake
bidders.

One member, Jean-Claude Gan-
ga of the Republic of Congo,
received $226,000 from Salt Lake in
- cash, medical and travel expens-
es, gifts and entertainment,
according to the 10C report.

Samaranch said the vote on the
sanctions was unanimous and all
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six had been asked to resign
because they had done ‘‘great
harm to the Olympic movement.”

“I express my deepest apology
to the athletes, the people of Salt
Lake City and Utah, the global
Olympic family and the millions of
citizens worldwide who love and
respect the games,”” Samaranch
said.

David Sibandze of Swaziland
was the latest member to quit in
the scandal, handing his resigna-
tion to Samaranch )just before the
report was released. Two other
[OC members resigned last week.

The other six were urged by
Samaranch to step down ““to put an,
end to the ugliest chapter in the his-
tory of the Olympic Games. ... The
greatest service to the Olympic
movement is to accept their fate.”

Samaranch said that the 2000
Summer Games would remain in
Sydney and the 2002 Winter Games
in Salt Lake, despite the scandal
that now encompasses both cities.
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Samaranch said the 10C would
form an ethics commission and
continue the corruption investiga-
tion in other cities, going back to
the bids for the 1996 Games won by
Atlanta.

“We will do all that 1s necessary
to preserve the integrity and ideals
of the Olympic Games to restore
the confidence of the public in the
Olympic movement,”’ he said.
““This is the beginring, not the end
of our work.”’

And, while he said he had no
plans to resign, he said he would
ask for a vote of confidence on his
leadership at a special I0OC assem-
bly March 17-18, called to consid-
er the executive board recom-
mendations. Until then, the six
members will be suspended,
Samaranch said.

I0C director general Francois

Patsy
Welmaker

570-8200
or 682-8906

203 West Wall
Downtown Midland
Phone (915) 683-4411

3211 W. Wadley Ave.

694-0011

T ——

Gripper or Zip Front

Carrard said those members rec-
ommended for expulsion were
Ganga, Agustin Arroyo of
Ecuador, Zein El Abdin Ahmed
Abdel Gadir of Sudan, Lamine
Keita of Mali, Charles Mukora of
Kenya and Sergio Santander of
Chile.

Still under investigation were
Louis Guirandou-N’'Diaye of the
Ivory Coast; Kim Un-yong of
South Korea and Vitaly Smirnov of
Russia, Carrard said.

In addition, he said, Anton
Geesink of the Netherlands had
been issued a warning.
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Flag retirement
ceremony should
be supported

ohn Crosby of Midland 1s a man
with a mission — a mission that '
should be carried out.

Crosby, who as a youth attained the
rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America, has scheduled Mid-
land’s first annual American Flag
Retirement Ceremony for Feb. 7 at a
location north of ClayDesta Inn, 4108
N. Big Spring St.

The idea is to bring respect and honor
back to the American flag, the symbol
of the United States of America. Or, as
Crosby puts it, “The American flag
represents
everything that —
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people back to
where they
respected the
flag, it might
[ change some attitudes that are very
prevalent now.” One of them is the lack
of concern some people show to others.

So, Crosby began organizing the
American flag retirement ceremony to
encourage people to show respect for
the flag. It is a campaign Midlanders ‘
should support wholeheartedly. One
reason is that Old Glory deserves the
respect Crosby is encouraging, but
another — and certainly just as impor-
tant — is to foster support for the
nation.

Most military veterans are strong
advocates of respect for the flag. Most
are also highly patriotic. But every
American should show respect to the
flag and the nation.

Yes, the American flag is merely a
symbol of the United States of Ameri-
ca, but to show the flag disrespect is to
| show the United States disrespect.

As the United States Supreme court
has noted, “A person gets from a sym-
| bol the meaning he puts into it.”

TODAY IN HISTORY
Today 1s Monday, Jan. 25, the 25th day of 1999. There

JACK ANDERSON

' I \he wide-ranging problems in America’s meat-
packing industry may be worse than we've
reported.

Recently we've detailed unsanitary plant condi-
tions and abuses of immigrant workers that depict
an industry not much different today than the one
Upton Sinclair wrote about
in his seminal book, "“The |
Jungle,’” nearly a century
ago.

We've also exposed a fun-
damental contradiction: At
a time when meatpackers
and 1ndustry representa-
tives claim that safety and
sanitation are better than
they’'ve ever been, food-
borne illnesses caused by
eating red meat are at an all-
time high.

Unsanitary conditions
might not be as dangerous to
consumers, we've discov-
ered, if the system for recalling tainted meat
worked better.

Most meat contamination occurs at processing
plants, where the U.S. Department of Agriculture
relies on random sampling to detect pathogens like
the deadly E. coli virus. When inspectors find con-
tamination, they issue a recall. The problem is, cur-
rent regulations say that the USDA must first nego-
tiate the terms of the recall with meatpackers, which
can delay the process for days or even weeks.

According to an analysis of USDA data by the Cen-
ter for Public Integrity, Americans consumed over
17.9 million pounds of contaminated meat between
1990 and 1997, most of which wasin ‘‘Class I, a cat-

Anderson

OPINION

egory that includes the deadly strain of E. coll.

But the USDA had actually recalled 32.5 million
pounds of meat. Doing the math, we learn that just
45 percent of all recalled meat was actually recov-
ered.

“(The 45 percent figure) doesn’t really surprise
me because recalls are (an) after-the-fact attempt
to mitigate problems that have already gone
through the system.’’ said Patrick Boyle, president
of the American Meat Institute. The AMI is the meat-
packing industry’'s main public-relations and lob-
bying arm

Although meatpackers and the USDA know with-
in 24 hours whether a shipment might be contami-
nated, USDA's policy 1s to confirm the results before
iIssuing a recall. Confirmation can take several
weeks — during which time the tainted product
makes its way to grocer's shelves and backyard bar-
becues.

Meatpackers are in the driver’'s seat throughout
the recall process. There are no regulations requir-
Ing that meatpackers wait for test results — even
the preliminary ones — before they ship, and they
negotiate the scope and timing of each recall with
the USDA.

Once the meat has been shipped, recovery
becomes exceptionally difficult. Many grocery
store butchers combine different types of meat into
one package or combine meat from several differ-
ent packinghouses. The origin of meat in a specific
package Is anyone's guess.

Boyle said it is a fallacy for the government to sug-
gest that testing for pathogens will eliminate them.
Because testing destroys the meat sample, it would
be impossible to test an entire shipment.

Earlier this month, Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa,
introduced a proposal that would give the USDA
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LOOK, HONEY! THE FIRST SNOWFALL!
IGN'T IT ROMANTIC? LET'S THROW A LOG
ON THE FIRE AND I'LL GET THE SHERRY.
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Shakespearian reflections on the news

esperate times require great books.
D The ongoing (and ongoing and ongoing) sto-
ry of President Clinton’s inappropriate inti-
mate conduct, his historic impeachment and parti-
san bickering in Congress have one thing in common:
They can really get a guy
down.

You're lucky. You can pick

up the paper, read until
you re disgusted, and put it
away. Me, I've got to think
about this stuff 24/7.
- When you're working
round-the-clock, it's hard to
find escape. I can barely
even get to the movies.

Friends Mary Ann Quisen-
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cats in this play. This is supposed to be ominous, the
celestial macrocosm reflects the Roman microcosm,
yada-yada, but instead it just reminds me of the win-

ter of 1999. Every time I fly, we get snow, sleet and/or

electrical storms. Traveler’'s weather advisory: If
['m traveling, the weather’s lousy.

REALLY in here. But I read the line this way: ‘I am
Armey, and dangers are indifferent to me."

B Henry Hyde. Even using poetic license, the lead-
ing Republican in the real-life drama can’t be
described as having ‘‘a lean and hungry look.” It's
wrong to read the line: ‘‘Hyde, thy faces in smiles
and affability'”’

B Heroes and Villains. Scholars debate who the
hero of ‘‘Julius Caesar’’ is: not Brutus (gullible ide-
alist), not Caesar (arrogant dictator), not Antony

B Dick Armey. Well, the Texas congressman isn’t

Monday, January 25, 1999:

Meatpacking picture looks even worse today

mandatory recall authority and require meatpack-
ers to notify them of all instances of contamination.
Similar proposals were defeated in 1994, 1995 and
1997.

The only realistic solution is to minimize the pos-
sibility of the meat being contaminated in the first
place. We have reported on the deplorable safety and
sanitation conditions in many plants. Dozens of large
plants continue to operate in spite of extensive vio-
lations. In 1996, there were seven plants with over
1,000 violations. One plant tallied 1,753 violations, yet
never missed a day of operation until a reporter for
Cox News Service began researching an article
about the plant.

But the chances are dim that safety and sanita-
tion will improve anytime soon. Under the USDA's
new inspection system, industry inspectors perform
many of the tasks formerly done by the USDA.
Under the new system, launched last January, san-
itation and safety records have improved signifi-
cantly at plants that were once among the industry’s
worst offenders.

Industry reps, of course, maintain that safety and
sanitation are the best they’ve ever been — regard-
less of who is doing the inspecting. But when we
asked Boyle if the claimed improvements would
result in fewer recalls, he squirmed a bit.

““That’s a very difficult question to answer,'’ said
Boyle. ""Our quality control and sanitation programs
are dramatically improved from where they were
as recently as 10 years ago, but the (USDA’s
pathogen) detection process has also improved dra-
matically.”

-

Jack Anderson’s column is distributed by United Fea-
ture Syndicate, Inc.

CHARLEY REESE

Forget impeachment
trial — focus on our
neglected defense

I'll skip any comment on ‘“‘Zipper Bill's"”

impeachment trial until it’s over. The only
important thing from here on out is the final
vote — to adjourn, convict or acquit.

Until then, I plan to ignore the beltway buzz gen-
erated by politicians, spin doctors, TV talking
heads and journalists
indulging in speculation
and slinging general barn-
yard manure they call
“‘analysis.”” Those folks in
Washington generate as
much greenhouse gas as a
power plant.

There’'s nothing to ana-
lyze. No point to the exer-
cise. Just wait. Eventual-
ly, the Senate will take
the final vote.

In the meantime, we
ought to nudge our repre-
sentatives toward a few
important issues, such as a defense which both the
administration and Congress have neglected in
recent years.

Defense is the main job the Constitution assigns
to the federal government. As long as people still

-have thermonuclear warheads and missiles,
defense cannot be ignored safely. Nuclear
weapons are nation killers. All other issues will be
moot if the United States becomes a dead nation.

Be careful not to be misled by semantics. It is
easy to say the Cold War is over. But what do the
words ‘‘Cold War’' actually mean? It's just a
phrase used to describe a period of time in the rela-
tionship between the United States and the Soviet
Union. The United States and the core of the Sovi-
et Union (and its missiles), Russia, still exist. They
still have relations. And they aren’t doing so hot
lately.

And then there’s China. In short, we are not out
of the nuclear woods yet, and what should have
been the top priority of the administration, nuclear

Reese
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disarmament, has been ignored with one excep-
tion. The one exception is the United States,
which the current administration seems to think

are 340 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Jan. 25, 1959, American Airlines opened the jet

berry and Betsy Smith have
urged me for months to see
“Shakespeare in Love,’’ but

(cowardly opportunist — but speaks well), and not
Cinna (because Cinnas are immoral). Our Bilious
bestrides the world like a Celossus, but he’'s never

age in the United States with the first scheduled
transcontinental flight of a Boeing 707

On this date:

In 1533, England’s King Henry VIII secretly married
his second wife, Anne Boleyn, who later gave birth to
Elizabeth I.

In 1579, the Treaty of Utrecht was signed. marking
the beginning of the Dutch Republic.

In 1787, Shays' Rebellion suffered a setback when
debt-ridden farmers led by Capt. Daniel Shays failed
to capture an arsenal at Springfield, Mass.

In 1890. the United Mine Workers of America was
founded.

In 1915, the inventor of the telephone, Alexander Gra-
ham Bell, inaugurated U.S. transcontinental telephone
service.

1In 1946, the United Mine Workers rejoined the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor.

In 1947, American gangster Al Capone died in Mia-
mi Beach, Fla., at age 48.

In 1961, President Kennedy held the first presiden-
t@a] news conference carried live on radio and televi-
sion.

In 1971, Charles Manson and three women followers
were convicted in Los Angeles of murder and con-
spiracy in the 1969 slayings of seven people, including
actress Sharon Tate.

In 1981, the 52 Americans held hostage by Iran for
444 days arrived in the United States.

Tea years ago: The Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee opened confirmation hearings on the nomina-
tion of John Tower to be secretary of defense.

One year ago: Pope John Paul Il ended his historic
journey to Cuba. American astronaut Andrew Thomas
moved from the space shuttle Endeavour intb the Russ-
1an space station Mir as the relief for David Wolf. The

Denver Broncos won their first Super Bowl title in four _

tries, defeating the Green Bay Packers 31-24.

Thought for Today: ‘‘By the time a person has
achieved years adequate for choosing a direction, the
die is cast and the moment has long passed which deter-
mined the future.”’ — Zelda Bayre Fitzgerald, Amer-
ican writer (1900-1948) .

the kid at the mall slams the

multiplex doors in my face

and tells me they don't sell tickets at four in the morn-
Ing. (At this rate, I'll be lucky to see that Charlie
Chaplin fellow I keep hearing about.)

At last I turned to the next-best thing to “‘Shake-
speare in Love.”" Namely, Shakespeare himself. Like
the movie, he can also be found at the mall, but he
stays open all night.

From school days, I remember this: Shakespeare
was NEVER a reporter. Here, I might find refuge
from the headlines of the day.

What fool this mortal be.

I picked up a drama of dark political intrigue:
Some Republicans plot the downfall of a charismatic
but flawed leader. They attack him in the Senate,
then clash among themselves; the rival party pre-
vails in the end. ,

Sure, the name of the play is “‘Julius Caesar,’”’ but
you could easily rename it “‘Bilious Clinton."’

Allow me to share a few stunning parallels
between ‘‘Julius Caesar’’ and reality.

B The Weather. ‘“Julius Caesar’’ has the worst
weather of any Shakespeare play I know, including
‘“The Tempest’’ and ‘‘Lear.”” It rains everything but

Doonesbury

been ‘‘constant as the northern star.”’ And although

our real-life Republicans tell us they're doing the
right thing (""We will shake him, or worse days

endure,”’ as Cassius says), I fear we’ll be debating
the morals and motivations of all the principal play-
ers in our real-life drama for a long time.

B At one point, Caesar says, “Whois it in the press
that calls on me? 1 hear a tongue, shriller than all
the music, cry.” Well, HAVEN'T we in the press been
shrill sometimes?

B Cassius observes,

““Men at some times are masters of their fates.

The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars,

But in ourselves ... “

Ed Murrow auoted that incessantly. Murrow was
right. Shakespeare was right. If the time 1s out of

joint, we have only ourselves to blame.
[ still haven’t found any interns or Gap dresses any-

where in this play — more reasons to like Shake-

speare.
Read on, Macduff'

— e

Dan Rather’s column is distributed by King Features

Syndicate

can be disarmed without any reciprocal actions on
the part of other nations.

Not so. Something so serious as nuclear weapons
cannot be allowed to get out of balance. If it is pos-
sible to get real reductions, then they must be car-
ried out carefully and simultaneously.

Don’t forget the axiom that intentions can
change overnight but capability cannot. So long as
Russia and China have nuclear weapons capabil-
ity, we cannot trust mere intentions. Not only can
intentions change overnight, but so can govern-
ments.

Cementing a relationship with Russia, and
bringing Russia into the Western coalition, should
have been the No. 1 priority of this administration.
Alas, this administration is corrupt and, for the
most part, incompetent. It has succeeded in dri-
ving Russia away from the Western coalition.
Almost surely any new government in Moscow that
rises out of the ashes of the current economic mess
will be less pro-Western, thanks to the Clinton
administration.

As I mentioned before, we do not, if we have any
sense, want to wake up one morning, disarmed,
and facing a hostile nuclear troika of Russia, Chi-
na and India. That would give elitists who slobber
over dreams of U.S. hegemony a headache. That's
a new world order Americans wouldn't like.
There are indeed better reasons to get rid of ““Zip-
per Bill'’ than his games with a broad-hipped blab-
bermouth Valley Girl.

But the press is as much of a goofus as Clinton.
Imagine, a basketball player retires (for the sec-
ond time) agd you would think that’s the single
most important thing happening on the third rock
from the sun.

Jeez.

People who put their faith in human reason need
a lot more faith than those who believe in-religion.

Charley Reese’ s e-mail address is OSOreeseaol com.

Charley Reese’s column is distributed by King Fea-

tures Syndicate S "
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would help senators find ‘truth’

Oy Larry Margesak

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — At a critical juscture in President
Clinton’s impeachment trial, House prosecutors inter-
viewed Monica Lewinsky for almost two hours on Sun-
day and asserted her testirnony would help the Senate
““determine the truth.”

After a session that triggered partisan convulsions
even before it was held, Ms. Lewinsky’s lawyer, Pla-
to Cacheris, said she ‘‘added nothing to the record that
is already sitting before the Senate right now.”

Yet all three House managers who participated in the
interview called the session productive.

“I believe she would be a witness that would hel
them determine the truth, and that’s what we are a
endeavoring to do during this process,’’ said Rep. Asa
Hutchinson, R-Ark. Rep. Bill McCollum, R-Fla., said
Ms. Lewinsky ““might be a very helpful witness to the
Senate if called.”” Rep. Ed Bryant, R-Tenn., called the
former White House intern ‘‘an impressive person.”

Cacheris said his client ‘‘was candid, forthright and
extremely truthful’’ but he insisted that anything she
told the Senate would cover familiar ground. He
urged the managers to tell their colleagues that it is
unnecessary to call Ms. Lewinsky as a witness, so that
her ““long nightmare’’ could come to an end.

The House prosecutors were set to meet Monday, the
deadline for submitting a witness list to the Senate. Sen-
ators then will debate whether to call witnesses before
taking two votes: first on a motion to dismiss the case
and then on the decision to take depositions of witnesses.

Earlier Sunday, three Republican senators said they
wanted a swift end to the case and two of them
expressed hope for a conclusion this week.

Republican Sens. Olympia Snowe of Maine, Slade
Gorton of Washington and Richard Shelby of Alabama
sought a fast conclusion to the trial. Snowe even pre-
dicted, ‘I think we will reach a conclusion by the end
of this week’’” with a “‘chance to vote up or down on the

articles of impeachment.”
Gorton also said he hoped a solution could be found

this week, said both parties 'ghuuld agree on a final vote
and ‘‘gettoit ... promptly.”” Added Shelby: ‘‘Let’s close
this thing out. Let’s vote on it up or down.”

The prosecutors also indicated they wanted to talk
to presidential friend Vernon Jordan, who helped Ms.
Lewinsky in her job search. Hutchinson said he met with
Jordan’s lawyer ‘‘laying the groundwork ... in the even-
tuality that he is called as witness. And hopefully, I'll
be able to talk to Mr. Jordan.”

Separately, former Clinton political adviser Dick Mor-
ris was interviewed by House impeachment investi-
gators- He said he was asked about his conversations
with Clinton as the Lewinsky scandal was breaking a
year ago. House managers, in presenting their case to
the Senate, said Clinton's state of mind was important
when he asked Morris for a poll on Americans’ opin-
ion of his conduct with Ms. Lewinsky.

Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, meanwhile, said
he would go ahead with a plan to submit written ques-
tions to Clinton, even though White House lawyers —
who first suggested the questions — now say the attor-
neys would respond rather than the president.

"“We will continue to prepare a letter in hopes that the
president will respond to the senators’ interrogatories,”’
Lott said in a statement. A response by Clinton attor-
neys “‘is not a substitute for the president answering the
questions,’’ he said.

In Reno, Nev ., former President Bush said Saturday
night that he was deeply concerned by ‘‘what appears
to be a lack of respect’ for the presidency by Clinton.
But Clinton’s predecessor said the case ‘‘will soon pass
away and once again our country will be respected and
strong around the world.”

In a move that shattered the Senate’s bipartisan
approach to the impeachment trial and caught sena-
tors from both parties off guard, Independent Counsel
Kenneth Starr’s office obtained a court order to help the
House schedule the interview with Ms. Lewinsky.

Starr told reporters outside his home Sunday that his
office took ‘‘the appropriate action”” and was ‘‘not in any
way participating other than responding to requests’
from House managers.

NATION
House prosecutors say Lewinsky

Tumble from canoe leads to First Amendment fight

STANDISH, Mich. (AP) — Tim-
othy Boomer made a bigger splash
than he bargained for after a tum-
ble from a canoe landed him in a
fight over whether foul language is
legally protected free speech.

A sheriff’'s deputy says he heard
Boomer explode in) a three-minute
barrage of profanity after the
mishap on the Rifle River last sum-
mer, loud enough to be heard a
quarter-mile away. What’s more,
he says, a woman and her two
young children were nearby.

So the officer ticketed Boomer
under an 1897 Michigan law that
prohibits cursing in front of women
and children.

Boomer, 24, insists his words
have been exaggerated. But
defense attorney William Street,
who took the case on behalf of the
American Civil Liberties Union,
says that even if Boomer was boor-
ish, he was within his First Amend-
ment rights.

Boomer’s trial is scheduled for
Thursday, but Street on Monday
will ask a judge to throw out the
charge and declare the law uncon-
stitutional.

“There is an understandable
desire for more civility in our soci-
ety. But do we want to give police
the power to enforce it?’’ Street
asked. “Heaven forbid, we have sex
police. Are we now going to have
language police?”’

Assistant Arenac County Prose-
cutor Richard Vollbach says the
case involves no lofty constitution-
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Post Holiday Let-down?
Curl up with a
great book! |}

8 Oak Ridge Sq. Moa.-Fri 76 Sat. 106 |
(NE Corner of Wadley & Garfield) 915570-5282

al issues. Instead, he says, it is a
simple matter of disorderly con-
duct.

“People think this poor, hard-
working guy fell in the river and just
said ‘Oh, damn’ and the Nazis
came and arrested him,’’ Vollbach
said. ‘‘He’s doing what he can to
come across as a martyr, but thai
1S not the case.”

If the case goes to trial and
Boomer is convicted, he could get
up to 90 days in jail and a $100 fine.

The Rifle River winds through
rural Ogemaw and Arenac counties,
about 130 miles north of Detroit,
before emptying into Lake Huron.
It's a slow-moving, tree-lined

waterway popular with canoeists.
People living along the river have
complained about cursing and oth-
er rowdy behavior by boaters, said
Ben Welmers, editor of the weekly

INTERNAL MEDICINE

314 Secor
For appointments: 620-0515

e |
.‘ - -
IHE FINFE
i & -
-.:Fr' *.I. {

Dr. Padmaja Patel, MD
Board Certified Internal Medicine

Arenac County Independent. The
newspaper reported last spring
that police were beefing up patrols
along the river. ~

“I've been canoeing on that riv-
er a lot,”’ said Jessica Davidson, a
bakery cook in the county seat of
Standish. ‘“There’s no reason for all
the screaming and lewdness.”’

Boomer, who lives in the Detroit
suburb of Roseville and works for a
company that makes automobile
assembly lines, went canoeing with
his fiancee and four other couples in
August.

Both sides agree Boomer fell into
the water. What happened next is in
dispute.

“He went on a three-minute pro-
fanity tirade in front of a 2-year-old
girl and a 5-year-old boy,’” Vollbach
said. ‘‘The mother literally covered
the ears of her daughter.”
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New Medical Breakthrough'!

"Lose A Pound A day
Without Changing What You Eat”

FREE TRIAL!... of an Amazing New All Natural Weight
Reduction Pill, That is 100% Guaranteed.

My name is Bill Collins. I am
a research writer on the subject of
health related products and | am
going to explain how Eurofit Inc.,
of Port St. Lucie, Florida can
make you this unheard of offer.
They are willing to take all of the
risk to prove it to you.

You will get a risk free
opportunity to get the trim, sexy
body you've always dreamed of
in days or weeks, instead of
months or years, without going
through painful exercises and
unbearable diets.

Eurofit Inc. has developed an
Amazing New and Natural
Weight Reduction Pill called
“Alpha-Lean” that lets you
accomplish all of the things you
only dreamed of until now. No
prescription 1s required, it’s
totally nsk FREE.

No more Yo-Yo diets! With
“Alpha-Lean” you just take one
to three capsules before each
meal, eat what you want and then
let these wonderful little capsules
do their magic.

Not A Drug
Absolutely Safe!

How it works!... Here’s why
“Alpha-Lean” capsules work. Put
in the simplest terms, the all
natural and patented ingredients
contained in the small powerful
capsules go into your stomach and
wait for the food you eat to arrive.
Then they grab all of the saturated
fats (“bad fats™) and stop them
from being digested into your
system, so they just pass right
through you into the toilet leaving
nothing to add weight to your

was the simple
explanation! The more scientific
explanation would tell you that fat
has a neutral polarity, and the
hydrochloric acid released by
your body during the digestive
process changes the saturated fats
from neutral to negative. The
patented and natural ingredient
"Alpha Lipomin Biopolymer
Fiber" in “Alpha-Lean” has a
positive charge, so when the fat
meets up with the positively
charged “Alpha-Lean”, they bind.
This binding process changes the
fat to an inert substance that is
indigestible and bio-unavailable
so 1t passes right through your
body. Personally...I like the
simple explanation better!

Whatisit!...“Alpha-Lean” is
natural and patented fat
eliminator, it's not a fruit, it’s not
a vegetable, 1t’s not an herbal
blend, there are no sulfates, no
caffeine, no MSG and it's not a
laxative. It 1s safe for diabetics.
So you are assured that “Alpha-
Lean” will not upset the
metabolism or the normal
function of your body. Actually 1t
will enhance 1t!

Best of all “Alpha-Lean™ 1s a
small easy to take capsule that 1s
non-addictive, nroven safe and
eftective with 1 ) side effects.

If you have a weight problem
from as little as S pounds to 100+
pounds “Alpha-Lean” will change
your life forever.

You will get another
wonderful benefit of taking
“Alpha-Lean”. It is best stated by
Janet B. Shingletown, CA, "l have
been taking Alpha-Lean for the
past 27 days. Since this time |
went in and had another blood test
done and my cholesterol has
reduced drastically. It went from
357 down to 192. My doctor was
amazed that I took such a drastic
jump so quickly. I give that large
of a reduction to Alpha-Lean!"

Yes'! All Cholesterol and
triglycerides levels have shown
dramatic reductions in every test
that Eurofit Inc. have conducted...
Every test!

16 Pounds in 16
days!...You'll also be glad to
know that, “Alpha-Lean™ fights
triglycerides too, here is what
Kenneth B. of Washington,
Indiana said, “In just 16 days I
lost 16 pounds and reduced my
triglycerides by 100 points!”
Wow! Would that help your
health, and it was a bonus to
losing the weight.

Alex A. of Stuart, Florida
said, “Although I was happy to

“lose a few pounds | was more

intrigued with the idea of eating

fat without the negative effects so
I tried the product... 30 days later
my lab report showed a 13.6%
decrease in my cholesterol. I went
from an abnormal level of 205 to
a normal of 177 without changing
my diet. The “Alpha-Lean”
capsules really let me “have my
cheese and eat it to!”

To show you what we mean.
Lois D. of Stuart, Florida said *1
have achieved my desired body
weight but I got an added bonus.
| have always had constipation,
and have been diagnosed with IBS
(Irritable Bowel Syndrome).
Since taking “Alpha-Lean” | have
had no symptoms, and have been
able to enjoy more of the foods
that would normally bother me!”

Enough about those great side
benefits you'll get from*“Alpha-
Lean”. Let’s talk about the results
of our customers' weight losses.
Richard of Kennesaw, GA, lost 64
pounds in three months! "My wife
purchased the Eurofit, Alpha-
Lean program. Now I am happy
and proud to say-that | have lost
64 pounds in just three months
and have gone from 268 pounds
to my weight now of 204 pounds.
I have been on the same diet and
exercise with the exception that |
added the Alpha-Lean to my diet
morning and afternoon.” Now
you will receive these kinds of
benefits, and you could be only
days away from starting, and
remember it is 100% rnisk free!

And like Richard, if you have
50 to 100 pounds or more to lose,
you will have to use “Alpha-
Lean” on a regular basis for
several weeks (not months) to
achieve your goal.

It gets better!... A lot better,
you can get the body you want and
have always dreamed of... without
the disappointment of starting and
stopping one diet after another...
without feeling guilty every time
you eat your favorite food...
without ever doing another boring
exercise... without having to tell
another person you failed at your
diet.

With "Alpha-Lean” you will
have total control of your weight...
and your life. Behavioral
Psychologists have discovered
that men and women who are able
to reach and maintain their weight
have 88% greater success of
acquirnng and attracting money
and love, something we all want.
Imagine having all your dreams
come true without the pain and
misery of restricted food dieting
and painful exercise.

... And Linda S. of Port St
Lucie, Florida said, “In 3 1/2
weeks | lost 14 pounds, and have
more energy. | also love cheese
and have not cut back on
my regular cheese feasts.”
Remember what you learned!
Cheese 1s one of those bad fats
that goes right through your body
when you use “Alpha-Lean”.

... And Lenore also of Port 5St.
Lucie, Florida said, "'l purchased
"Alpha-Lean” a week ago and
started to use the product the next
day.

Last week I lost 31/2 Ibs and
got on the scale today. and lost a
total of 8 pounds.

[ am very pleased with the
product. Above all, because it has
no drugs. It 1s easy to follow the
directions and I eat normally. |
am not depressed at meal time. |

‘Speclal FREE Bonus for
acting within 48 hours!

wasn't losing before I took
"Alpha-Lean” and I am very
happy | am losing now."

We at Eurofit Inc. "Believe
“Alpha-Lean” 1s the most
powerful, most effective and
safest weight loss product on the
market today."

Don’t miss out on this
special risk free 30 day trial
offer to prove it to yourself.

So, there you have it! I hope |
have done a good job of
introducing you to this wonderful
new product. I personally believe
“Alpha-Lean” 1s hands down the
best and most effective weight
loss product on the market today,
and I have seen hundreds of them,
and yes, | take “Alpha-Lean™!

Let's review a few of the
benefits of “Alpha-Lean”;

1. No prescription is required, it's
not a drug. |

2. Don't changeé your eating
habits, and still lose weight.

3. 30 day nisk free tnal.

4. Natural and Patented.

5. Won't upset your metabolism.
6. Helps improve the normal
functions of your body.

7. Non-addictive.

8. Proven safe and effective.

9. No side effects.

10. Can reduce cholesterol levels.

11. Can reduce triglycerides

levels.

Now! With all of that
information you should be ready
to get started on your special no
risk FREE 30 day trial offer.
Remember you have nothing to
lose but pounds of ugly fat.

You need to act now!!! This
free tnal offer is only available to
the first 1000 people who call or
write.

Absolutely Risk Free!

If after 30 days “Alpha-Lean”
didn't do everything you
expected, just send back the bottle
of unused capsules. Your credit
card account will be credited, or
a refund check will be sent
immediately to you.

So...Don’t miss out on this
fantastic offer. Order Now!

Here's how easy it is!... Just
pick up the phone and dial toll
free 1-800-669-8359 have your
credit card ready and ask for
Dept. 934 "Alpha-Lean” 30 day
free tnal offer.

If you don't have a credit card,
and have to order by mail, just
write the words "Alpha-Lean Free
Tnal” on a piece of paper with
your name and mailing address.
Enclose a check or money order
payable to Eurofit Inc. for $39.95
plus $4.95 shipping and handling
(total of $44.90). Limited to 2
bottles per household.

Mail to:

Eurofit Inc. Dept. 934,

1950 SE Port St. Lucie Blvd.
Suite 203

Port St. Lucie, FL 34952

All orders are shipped
priority mail.

Thanks for your attention,
and remember good things
happen to people who take action,
and follow those actions.

Good luck.
Bill Collins

If you have any questions’
call 561-335-9807. Eurofit Inc.
1s a member of the Port St. Lucie
Better Business Bureau, and
Chamber Of Commerce.

- © 1999 Eurofit Inc ALVS (C

| For everyone who orders "Alpha Lean™ within 48 hours
| of the publication date of this newspaper Eurofit Inc., will give

each of you a free voucher for:

| 2 Roundtrip Airfares To:
LONDON, ORLANDO, HAWAII
! BAHAMAS or MEXICO

conjunction with a 7 night stay.

Yes! It's true, Eurofit Inc., has made arrangements with an authonzed
travel agency to make these roundtnip airfare vouchers available to first
time buyers of "Alpha-Lean". After you lose weight you can celebrate by
going on vacation to show off the new slim you'

You will be entitled to two (2) roundtrip airfares good on major
cammiers to London, Orlando, Hawan, Bahamas and Mexico, from all major
airports in the United States, Montreal and Toronto when you use them in

These vouchers are transferable and are good for one year.
Ground and air accomodations must be booked through Apex Travel to
receive free airfare. You may keep the airfare vouchers as our gift even if
"Alpha-Lean" didn’t do everything you expected, and you return the bottle

| to us. Supply 1s limited. One voucher per customer.
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NATION
Welfare rolls still falling, but more slowly in some states

~Section
Midlanc
“Monday

Er Laura Moc:klor_
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The number of
people on welfare has fallen to 1Its
lowest level in 30 years, President
Clinton will announce Monday. But
the new figures also show the dra-
matic declines of recent years are
beginning to slow in certain states.

The president will also offer a
package of programs aimed at
helping more people get to jobs and
encouraging businesses to continue
hiring them.

Nationally, just under 8 million
people remained on welfare at the
end of September, down 44 percent
from 14.3 million in 1994. But state
officials and academics alike have
long cautioned that, at some point,
nearly all the people who can move
off welfare with relative ease will
have left. That will leave those with
deeper problems like substance
abuse, domestic violence and very
little education.

“With welfare reform, the more
you succeed, the harder the job
becomes, ' said Don Winstead, who
heads Florida's welfare reform
program.

Clinton hopes to make that job
easier. Administration officials
sald he will announce proposals
included in the budget he will sub-
mit to Congress next month, includ-
Ing:

B $1 billion to help 200,000 long-
term welfare recipients in high-
poverty areas move to work. It's the
continuation of a two-year-old pro-
gram with a new requirement that
20 percent be used for low-income
fathers.

B $430 million to give 75,000 hous-
ing vouchers that help people on
welfare move closer to a new )ob.

B $150 million in transportation
money to help people get to jobs,
often in suburbs not served by pub-
lic transportation.

B $530 million to extend the tax
credit for businesses that hire peo-
ple off welfare.

As he did in his State of the
Union address, the president will
also trumpet the falling welfare
numbers.

“On a national basis, the caseload
drop has been remarkably steady,”
sald Bruce Reed, the president’s
chief domestic policy adviser.

But the figures show the drops in
some states may have begun to
slow in the final quarter of fiscal
yvear 1998. In at least eight states,
most of which have seen incredible
drops since 1993, the reductions
slowed to a trickle in July, August
and September 1998.

“There's a difference between the
first three quarters of the year and
the last quarter of the year,”’ said
Michael Kharfen, a Department of
Health and Human Services
spokesman.

State officials say they are
preparing to serve welfare recipi-

ents with tougher problems, mov-
ing dbeyond the “‘work first”
approach that helps recipients look
for wark and then pushes them to
take any job they can find. Under
work first, states don’t try to solve
every problem or get people the
education they may need. They sim-
ply try to find them jobs, reasoning
that work experience will help
them move up the economic ladder.

But that 1sn't enough for every-
one, state officials say.

"“We're past the situation where
someone comes in who may need a
little bit of confidence building,
who may need a brush-up on skills
and may need a new battery for the
car — all things we can do,"”’ said
John Garlinger of the Kansas
Department of Social and Rehahil-
itation Services. ‘“We are left with
the hard-core people.”

Kansas has cut its welfare rolls
by 62 percent since 1993, but by the
end of the last fiscal year, healthy
quarterly drops of 8 to 10 percent

What’s Read?

Classified is. |

Studies show that more readers turn to Classified every
day than almost any other section of the newspaper.

Call Classified Today!
682-6222
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Rainbows and Spec'rum is an effective support
group program for children and adolescents who bave
experienced death, divorce, separation, abandonment
or any other painful transition in their lives.

For more information about our Thursday evening
sessions beginning February 4th, please call Hospice

of Midland at 682-2980

fell to just 1.7 percent.

Other states seeing dropoffs
include Arizona, Arkansas, Con-
necticut, Florida, Massachusetts
and North Carolina.

Seasonal variations may explain
sompe of it. In Massachusetts, the
rolls always stay higher near Sep-
tember, when the state gives cloth-
ing vouchers for every child on wel-
fare.

But other states say they have
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Loop 250 & Garficld
570-1840

begun to '‘bottom out.”

“We knew that after that wave of
families went off the rolls, the
somewhat harder work would
begin,’’ said Joe Quinn, spokesman

- Bruised Gredit?
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Relimance

for the Arkansas Department of
Human Services. In Arkansas, the
rolls fell just 2.7 percent in the last
quarter after drops of about 9 per-
cent in previous quarters.

\New
Home Purchases

Home Lguiny
Debt Consolidation

-24-Hour Loan Approvals

Soomatemaes Bad I s Hu;!;u n lo Good P .r;lf-

Wo l nderstand

___1-888-a0-1END-1

FNSC Bils Nauqnal Security Corporation @

S e e S

o4 aaliaian |

o I . _ o -
ZHTEITE KAl EUPHNLETE ZINTEITE KAl EUPHIETE "'l" R I N I T Y S (: H 0 O L | ZHMTEITE KAl EUPHLETE ZHTEITE KAl EUPMLIETE
TR R A e I e Y. ‘

Challenging the Intellect, Nourishing the Spirit...

Preschool through Grade Twelve
College Preparatory Program

Daily Chapel

Now Accepting Applications for 1999-2000

Founded in 1958, Accredited by the Independent
Schools Association of the Southwest, Member of the
National Association of Independent Schools.
Recognized by the Texas Education Agency.

3500 West Wadley Midland, Texas 79707-5748
Telephone: 915-697-3281

Trinity School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, national
or ethnic ongin in administration of its educational policies, admission policies,
scholarship programs, athletic, and other school administered programs
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oW EATER

Orig. $28-S36

Orig.

$40-S48

Spice up your winter wardrobe with our collection of
newly reduced sweaters! Choose from a wide variety
of casual vests, pullovers and cardigans in eye-

catching patterns and versatile solids. Assorted
fabrics, misses sizes S M,L,XL.

Selected styles. Selection may vary by store. All items subject to prior sale. Previous markdowns may have been taken.

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.
SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10.M TO 9P.M.; SUNDAY, NOON TO 6PM. * Midland Park Mall, 697-7911
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ON THE SIDE

Religion Briefs

“The Week Ahead,” A look at
Faith Opportunities in the Permian
Basin for the coming week, can be
found on Page 2B

Lots of shoes

Amangoosiﬂoapotm‘ .and
telis the owner that he wants to buy
a pet that can do eve .

The owner says, "How

?l

man replies, "Come on, a

doq::onmrsays,'MMa

cat?”

The man replies, “No way! A cat
certainly can't do .lwanta
pet that can do everything!”

The owner thinks for a minute,
then says, "I've got itt A
centipede!”

The man says, “A centipede? |

The centipede says, “I'm goin’!
I'm goin’! I'm just puttin’ on my
shoes!”

How cold is it?

60 degrees - Californians put their
sweaters on.

50 degrees - Miami residents tum
on the heat.

45 degrees - Vermont residents
go to outdoor concert.

40 degrees - You can see your
breath, Californians shiver uncontrol-
lably, Minnesotans go swimming.

35 degrees - Italian cars don't start.

32 degrees - Water freezes.

Smiley face creator takes off the ch-wes

B! Leslie Miller

Associated Press Writer

BOSTON — No more Mr. Nice
Guy.

The creator of the smiley face
has declared commercial warfare
on those who have profited from
the friendly yellow icon he squig-
gled for an msurance company 35
years ago.

Graphic artist Harvey Ball, who
earned $45 for designing the joyful
face, has formed the World Smile
Corp. His “‘signature smiley”’
products will include his signa-
ture inside the smiley drawing.
Profits from greeting cards, but-

e —————

Robert Dorn for-
sook temptation
and now, when
not serving as
bellman at the
Midiand Hilton, Is
a minister.

Brian Adamcik/
Reporter-Telegram

By Ed Todd
Staff Writer

Robert Lee Dorn is a joyful man,
a minister of the Gospel, a preach-
er at no particular church, but a
witness always in his renewed life.

Wherever you see him, there is
the pulpit. He is a witness, never
imposing, but a servant of the Lord
and of mankind. That is his mis-
sion.

“I preach anywhere, preach to
people,” said the affable Dorn, who

30 degrees - You plan your vaca-
tion in Australia.

City water freezes, Miami residents
plan vacation farther south.

15 degrees - French cars don't
start, cat insists on sleeping in your
bed with you.

10 degrees - You need jumper
cables to get the car going.

5 degrees - American cars don't
start.

0 degrees - Alaskans put on T-
shirts. -

-10 degrees - German cars don't
start, eyes freeze shut when you
step outside.

-15 degrees - You can cut your
breath and use it to build an igioo,
Arkansans stick tongue on metal -
objects, Miami residents cease to exist.

-20 degrees - Cat insists on sleep-
ing in pajamas v'ith you, politicians
actually do something about the
homeless, Minnesotans shovel snow
off roof, Japanese cars don't start.

-25 degrees - Too cold to think, you
need jumper cables to get the driver

il

30 degrees - You plan a two week

hot Bath, Swedish cars don't start.

-40 degrees - Californians disap-
pear, Minnesotans button top button,
Canadians put on sweater, your car
helps you plan your trip South.

-50 degrees - Congressional hot
air freezes, Alaskans close the bath-
room window.

IS a 54-year-old bellman at Mid-
land’s Hilton Hotel.

And 1n his messages, Dorn
preaches truths. “If you are going
to witness, be good, tell the whole
truth.

“Christ 1s The Truth,” he said,
“and from Him, we get our life.”

Dorn, who is one of 12 children
born to a Central Texas sharecrop-
per who later became a Midland
porter and a soft-spoken mother,

was named after Robert E. Lee, the

American Civil War Confederate
Army general whom Dorn beholds
as a gentleman and an honorable
man from Virginia.

Lee, who was respected by
Northerners and Southerners alike,

JiIMMY PATTERSON

tons and other products will go to
charity.

L.ast spring, Ball learned that
French entrepreneur Franklin
Loufrani had registered the smi-
ley trademark in more than 75
countries and was threatening to
sue U.S. companies that sell smi-
ley products overseas.

The 77-year-old Ball thought
about a lawsuit but decided he
just couldn’t sue over a smile.
“It’s repugnant. Yucky,’’ he said
Wednesday.

Suing Loufrani would also tie
him up for years, perhaps
decades, in litigation without a

MONDAY IMORNING

Dave Barry/2B

certain outcome, said Ball's son,
('harlit allwyer

Srn:itf} > been pretty success-
ful in the commercial arena, '
Charlie Ball said. “'If we're going
to take it to Loufrani, let sdo it In
the marketplace.”

Nicholas Loufrani, Franklin
Loufrani’s son and vice president
of marketing for London-based
Smiley Licensing Corp., wishes
Ball the best.

““He has the right to use the
smiley character in the U.S.,"" he
said. "'If he’s able to sell smiley
products and give the money 1o
charity, that's great.”’

| Cy DEBOER

First, resolve
to start small
WOrk way up

ews flash: It 1s past mid-January and I
have managed to keep all of my New
Year's resolutions' This has never hap-
pened before. My last
longest record was January
4, 1996.
For the past 20 years, my

= - ==

annual list of resolutions
has had the same general
theme. See if you recognize
any of these goals as those
you ve had on your lists
over the years:

WEIGHT — I resolve to
lose 10 pounds by swimsuit
season. This 1s a bogus goal
since | gained 10 pounds 1n
December knowing I was going to have to diet
beginning January 1. Every Christmas cookie,
piece of fudge, and half gallon of gravy I con-
sume is justified by this looming date of January
1. when the fun is over. Even if I lose the 10
pounds, my net loss only puts me to where I was
In November and trust me the swimsuit didn't
look any better in November than 1t will in June
[t's a darn good thing I don't swim!'

EXERCISE — Here we go'! Every year ] am
going to get in shape! I am the proud owner of
Abs of Steel, Buns of Steel, Thighs of Steel (the
videos, not the actually body). My video collec-
tion dates back to “feeling the burn” with Jane
Fonda. | feel the burn alright ... it's in my check-
book. I buy the exercise mat du jour, the aerobic
tennis shoes, the snappy pony tail holders (even
though I don't have a pony tail), the scrunchy
socks, the warm-up suit, the Gatorade, the wrist
bands, the rubber bands, the head bands and the
Spandex Body Suit. They haven’'t made the
Lycra that will make me look like those women.
By the time I get in all my gear, I am too
exhausted to actually do the work out video, so |
sit on my mat eating Twinkies and watching
those perky babes sweat and smile!

ACHIEVEMENTS — Each year | grow older, |
realize I still haven't exactly “set the world on
fire” like I originally planned. January 1 of every
yvear 1s going to be the beginning of a new era of
achievement for me. It seems each vear my
options grow fewer. Originally I planned on star-
ring in one of the "Rocky”™ movies. Even though
they went up to Rocky XIV, I never made the
) cut. Then, I was going to try to get adopted by

DeBoer

was a dignified man who saw the
evil effect of slavery and had freed
his own slaves before the 19th cen-
tury war. Black soldiers fought for
the Confederacy, he said. “He (the
black soldier) was fighting for his
cause, his livelihood.”

“The man (Lee) was a patriot,”
Dorn said. “You can’t hate a man
for that.”

In his ministry, Dorn speaks of
the glory that is due God.

“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto

s,” he said in reciting his favorite
Scripture, Psalm 115: 1, “but unto
thy name give glory, for thy mercy
and for thy truth’s sake.”

He grew into service of the Lord
not through seminary or playing
the sanctimonious role but through
repentance after doing what unre-
pentant man does best at his worst
and, some say, naturally. And that
IS SInning.

“I did all of that the drugs, alco-
hol, money, sex,” Dorn said. “It did
not matter. If it felt good, 1 did 1t.”

But one day, after experiencing
the ills of the Devil long enough,

Dorn found faith in 1973. “1 gave my

life to the Lord in September 1973. 1
accepted the call to preach in 1974
“What brought me to my knees

Heavenly hotel service

Whether as bellman or preacher, man says he’s here to serve

was desperation,” he confessed. He

had experienced many of the
world’'s temptations, as many

young men are wont to do but that
“wasn’'t enough.” There still was a

vold and pain.

“I had wine, women, and song,

and that wasn't the answer.’
Instead,. “the answer”™ was in
Jesus Christ, who offered him

peace within, life eternal and a mis-

sion on Earth.

“Most people think that because

the Osmond family and ride their coattails to
success. One vear | decided I was going to write
an epic novel about the South during the Civil
War. It was going to have everything: romance
the burning of Atlanta ... then I found out some
one named Margaret Mitchell had stolen my
idea and her book was apparently already on the
book store shelves.

The past 15 Januarys I have been resolving to

Please see DeBOER/2B

Thank You Note

appreciation to a lot of fine people In
our community. Duning Chnstmas time,
when there 1s a need for help, there 1s a way
for families to be extra blessed with love and
sharing, provided for families in need.
“Survivors ol Homicide™ Support Group

Iwant to express my sincere thanks and

I'm a preacher, all I do i1s preach.”

Not so.

“I meet people and greet people”
in his courtesy role at work where
he witnesses in kindness and 1n ser-
vice. “I love my job here” at the
Hilton which, he said in qualifying
his comment, “is the only four-star
hotel in West Texas according to
Robert Dorn.”

His job there 1s “all about serv-
ing people, making myself avail-
able to them, comforting them. If it
wasn't for people, I wouldn't have a
job.”

Blessed with a melodious voice
ranging bétween tenor and bari-
tone, Dorn sings songs such as

Please see DORN/2B

wants to thank all who helped in our special
party for viciums and their children.

In special, we’d like to say thank you to the
Independent Order of Foresters. Calico at the
Spot Restaurant, the Cnisis Intervention Unit.
The Disney Store, Toys R Us, Shenff Gary
Painter, Midland Police Officers Association-
Clint Lovejoy, Ruth Fallis, Sharon Stuart,
Glona Newman and Lt. David Wilkes.

It’s wonderful to know that our community
1s full of people who really care and take the
time to make a difference for the children;
they were so happy and thrnilled, especially to
have a visit from Santa Claus, who made
their night complete.

— Lvdia Frescaz

|

'Cat in the Woods: Is there or isn’t there?

One of the really nice things about the mountains
of New Mexico is the beauty. With the area s tall,
whispering pines, rolling terrain, cool temperatures,
and cold streams that run beside
winding two-lane roads, the scenery
1S beyond description.

Another memorable aspect of
making frequent escapes to such a
peaceful place is the mystique that
the mountains hold.

If you have kids, namely young
kids — under 10, for instance — the
main mystique 1s that there may, In
fact, be something dangerous just
beyond their line of sight.

We found this out last weekend. A
family member is fortunate enough to
own a house nestled in a small neighborhood on a
quaint little nine-hole golf course 10 miles outside of
Cloudcroft. If you want to go somewhere just because
there is no one else there — this is your place.

It was our first morning in the mountains last
weekend. The three kids got up and perched them-

Patterson

selves on a couch by the window, pulled back the cur-
tains and looked out onto the third fairway of the golf
course. Trotting across the course was what looked
like a cat. Exrept this cat was the size of a Border
Collie. Big cat. Not King of the Beast big, but a big-
ger cat than what you're likely to find darting in front
of your grill on the way to work in the morning

This was not the household cat variety.

And so c:nnwnne uttered the unrd Bobcat. Is that
what we had seen

The three children n perched on the couch became
quickly unperched. Nothing will make a small child
move faster than the mention of the possibility that
all that separates them from a wild animal is a pane
of glass and about 100 feet.

Suggest that there may be a bobcat close by and it
only takes a few seconds for that bobcat to magically
transform itself into something even bigger: Maybe
it was a Mountain Lion. Or a Cougar. Heck we didn't
get the best look at 1ts hide, maybe 1t was a ... a
a... LEOPARD.

Whatever it was, it was dangerous beyond our
wildest imagination, never mind the fact that the
minute 1t laid eyes on me, 1t ran for the hills

Yes, being the brave protector of my [ imily, the
minute we all spotted the cat that may or may not
have itself been spotted. 1 {orced myself to put on o
brave face and walk outside to seef I could better
see jJust exactly what it was we had all seen

My bravery came at the heated disapproval of
Mrs. P and the children. all of whom feared death
was near at hand for Dear O’ Dad. The door was five
steps away: the leopard was about 500 steps away
Call me a Lion-tamer wannabe. but I think my odds
were pretty good at returning to the house safely

When the possibility exists that a leopard. or a
cougar or a mountain hon. or even a measiv bobeat
may be foraging near the safety of our little moun
tain hideaway, it's pretty interesting to see what
becomes of small children

Take The Boy. for instance. Later in the dayv. after
the mystery feline had returned to the trees. the kids
and I went for a walk through the wooded neighbor
hood

As he held my hand tightlyv. The Boy was the pic

Please see PATTERSON/2B
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DAVE BARRY

Paper covers rock: The impeachment of a president | %z

n case you've been too busy to follow
the Trial Of The Century in the U.S.
Senate, here’s the complete official

transcript so far:

SERGEANT AT ARMS: Hear ye!

Hear ye! Hear ye!
All persons shut up
and pay attention
for the trial of the
impeachment of
the president of the
United States,
William Jefferson
Clinton, on charges
of messing around!
No chewing of
gum'

SEN. LOTT: At
this time, in accor-
dance with the
United States Senate

Barry

Big Book O’ Rules, Sen. Thurmond shall
swear in the Chief Justice of the United

States.

SEN. THURMOND: Raise your right

hand.

(The Chief Justice raises his hand.)
SEN. THURMOND (whispering to
Sen. Lott): Why is he raising his hand?

SEN LOTT: You told him to.

SEN THURMOND: I told WHO to?

SEN LOTT: The Chief Justice.

SEN THURMOND: Well, that's dif-
ferent. (To the Chief Justice: ) Do you
solemnly swear to tell the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, until death do
you part?

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: I do.

SEN. THURMOND: You do WHAT?

SEN. LOTT: At this time, the Chief
Justice shall administer the Oath Of
Solemn Swearing to all senators here-
intofore present.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Do you
solemnly swear that in all things apper-
taining to and in pursuance of the trial
of the impeachment of William James
Madison Clinton, cross your heart and
hope to die, including engine and trans-
mission for three years or 30,000 miles,
whichever comes first?

SENATORS: I do.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: At this time,
the Chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee shall present the Articles of
Impeachment of President Abraham
Lincoln Clinton.

REP. HYDE (presenting the arti-
cles): Check out these babies.

SENATORS: Whoa.

want that cigar?

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: The articles
of impeachment of President William
Woodrow Wilson having been presented,
the Majority Leader and the Minority
Leader shall now proceed with the
Choosing Of Who Goes First.

SEN. LOTT and SEN. DASCHLE.:
Once, twice, three ... shoot!

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: The Chair
observes that the Minority Leader made
a rock and the Majority Leader made
paper. The Chair rules that paper beats
rock.

SEN. DASCHLE: Ididn’t make a
rock! I made a crab!

SEN. LOTT: Objection' This is Rock,
Paper, Scissors' You can’t make a
crab!

SEN. DASCHLE: Yes I can' Laook!
He’s waving his claws!

CHIEF JUSTICE: The Chair rules
that paper beats crab. The prosecution
shall proceed.

REP. HYDE: For its first witness,
the prosecution calls to the stand White
House aide Sidney Blumenthal. Mr. Blu-
menthal, please state your name.

MR. BLUMENTHAL: I don’t recall.

SEN. THURMOND: Me either.

it be fair to state that you remind a lot
of people of some kmcj of burrowing car-
nivore”?

PERRY MASON: Objection, your
honor! He’s badgering the witness!'

REP. HYDE: I'll withdraw the ques-
tion. The prosecution calls as its next
witness Monica S. Lewinsky. Miss
Lewinsky, on the evening of Nov. 15,
1995, did you go to the White House
wearing ‘‘thong’’ style underwear?

MISS LEWINSKY: Yes.

REP. HYDE: And are these the
underwear in question?

PERRY MASON: Objection! He's
wearing them backward!

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: The Chair
will allow it.

REP. HYDE: And while you were

thus bethonged, Miss Lewinsky, did the .

president, William Baines Johnson, to
your knowledge, commit a high crime
or misdemeanor or take some form of
gander?

SEN. THURMOND: Are we voting on
Barbecue Safety Awareness Week?

REP. HYDE: Not right now.

SEN. THURMOND: Good, because
I'm against it.

MISS LEWINSKY: Yes.

MISS LEWINSKY: I don’t recall.

SEN. THURMOND: Or maybe I'm
for it.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: You know,
The Chair has been thinking, and The
Chair is starting to wonder if maybe

crab beats paper, after all. Because the
crab could EAT the paper, right? Is The
Chair right?

SEN. LOTT: How come you always
refer to yourself as ‘“The Chair?"”’

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: The Chair
doesn’t know; The Chair just always
has. Even as a child, The Chair would
tell its mother, ““Wah! The Chair wants
a bottle! '’ Speaking of which, The Chair
could eat a horse. All in favor of lunch
say ‘“‘Aye.”’

SENATORS: Aye!

SEN. THURMOND: You may now
kiss the bride.

SEN. KENNEDY': This thing tastes
TERRIBLE.

(Dave Barry is a humor columnist for the
Miami Herald. Write to him c/o Tropic Maga-
zine, The Miami Herald, One Herald Plaza,
Miami FL 33132.) (C) 1999, THE MIAMI HER-
ALD DISTRIBUTED BY TRIBUNE MEDIA
SERVICES, INC.
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being a Broadway star.

She never made the Great
White Way. But she has a Gold-
en Nose. She’s the Dean of the

gie on his head, right?”

I laughed a little and told him
if he held the thing down, I'd
maybe even give it three or four

just as a-scared of us as we are
of him, OK?"

With every statement I made,
The Boy shook his head, looking

lowest levels sin
conditions have
tough for the in
“stripper’’ wells

in the morning till 12 at night.”’

Not that it’s always been a
bed of SQUiﬂiﬂi roses. There’s
the occasional heckler or magic

In the Clowns on Rounds pro-
gram, she visits hospital
tients under the alias Dr.
ybones. And she’s has

‘““This is the way we honor the
clowns that are out there doing
the everyday work, making a
difference in people’s lives,”’

- AR i : , his summer, : . . :
e . Boy Siq;;g:db:fl}eéidtzzgﬂ word that gﬂg f#}fljgﬁiieﬁf ;pf{“ ght with sﬁqld Hall Ef f‘hameg:éecllimve ﬁentored some who now teach  know-it-all; mostly, she said, | g:ﬁeeéfi‘::{yu;acgé
let loose of my hand without ight stars of another kind — some of Director Rathryn O-Dell. | morrow’s clowns. she views them as a challenge. ol dotrintilc ki
rehliiing wha}tr MEY e it intluu:lg?ﬂr :}Ililgt :-Ef, rlrigr'}'th?:'lt{;f \:’rzﬂt the greatest clowns of all time. Beck is known mainly as Mis- COAI President Judy Quest =~ She ll invite t.helrln to help blow @oana ind:pen
suddenly dawned on him that he  tes Jater, I walked back in to It all began in 1979, when a chief, a name she took from her  called Beck "a clown's clown, uE]fculptmg balloons — an that it costs therr
was a good three or four feet check on him. Eyes wide open. clown friend working a church husband Jerry’s habit of saying ag:lh sm;:l hert vn;:rsatlh_ttyl; am]:l au i%set l_mo;:_osiltb;et&iiltt ifor the vl of cil ot of th

grip, not knowing that my pro-
tective grip wouldn't have done a
lot of good if a monstrous beast
came running at us. But in his
eyes, he was safe when he held
my hand, and so I let him keep
believing.

But there he was without my
hand. Without himself attached
to me, his courage and certainty
that he and I would noogie the
bobcat to near death turned to
fear and trepidation and self-
doubt.

*Dad, what do bobcats eat?”

"Dad, how big are bobcats?”

"Dad, where do bobcats live?”

"Dad, are you a-scared of bob-
cats?”

The questions were many, and
were asked in a coy attempt to
slowly return to the protective
grip of my hand. With each ques-
tion, The Boy came nearer to me.

We went to bed later that
night. Still the questions came.
And the answers were from the

(From 1B)

“Sweet Beulah Land,” “Sweet
Hour of Prayer,” “Just As |
Am,” and “Amazing Grace.” He
1s amazed by the life of John
Newton, the 1700s English slave-
ship sea captain who, after his
“amazing” conversion amid a
storm, entered the ministry and
wrote the lyrics to “Amazing
Grace' . . . how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me! |
once was lost but now am found.
Was blind but now I see.”

Songs “minister to me,” he
said. “They minister.

Dorn and his wife, Trina,
share an angelic child, 8-year-
old Miracle Rochelle.

“She has blessed my life with
happiness, her joy, her cheerful-
ness,” he said. “I have never
seen her angry. She doesn’t
know anger or hatred. She

Two hours, still wide awake.
Almost three hours after he had
been put to bed, I walked into his
room, looked down on him, and
he was asleep. Soundly.

And so I joined Mrs. P and
looked forward to a night free
from the terror that The Boy had
experienced. Just as I began the
dozing off process, I heard the
scampering of socked feet run-
ning down the hallway.

"Dad,” The Boy said, no doubt
reaching out for my hand in the
dark. "Where do bobcats sleep?”

The last thing I remember was
the sound of him crawling into
bed, then up and over me so he
could perch himself in between
me and his mom. Thirty seconds
later, I looked down at him once
again. Sound asleep.

A ——

Jimmy Patterson is a staff writer
for the Reporter-Telegram. He can
be reached at jpatterson@basin-
link.com.

DORN: Songs minister to man

throws kisses to everyone.”

Miracle was born “with half a
brain,” Dorn said, “and she was
diagnosed as severely retard-
ed,” which, he said, “doesn’t
mean crazy, just slow.”

In today’s world fraught with
wars and rumors of war and
immorality, Dorn finds hope in
the context of Scripture.

“The Scripture speaks of the
last days when people will be
lovers of themselves, and they

will be haters of God,” Dorn
said.

Those days are near, he reck-
oned, when the resurrected Lord
Jesus Christ will return to Earth
from Heaven.

“There 1s something to rejoice
for,” Dorn said. “And the Scrip-
ture says ‘Hope is the anchor of
our souls and keeps us from
drifting.”

DeBOER: From now on, no more
driving next door to borrow sugar

(From 1B)

get on Oprah. I've even worked
“on becoming dysfunctional
enough to be on Jerry Springer.
If I had known 30 years ago, |
would have become a White
House intern ... there’s a step-
ping stone to success, huh?

As you can easily conclude
from my past goals, the bar has
been set far too high. They have
been unachievable, self-defeat-
ing and have left me feeling like
a failure. Therefore, this year |
can attribute my success to
being far more realistic in my
resolving:

1999 New Years Resolutions

WEIGHT:
. 1. I will lose an ounce every
month. If necessary, I can
Tremove my shoes before weigh-
4.
* 2. I will cut down on my
Borscht intake.
. 3. I wall only have gravy when
&t is available.
L 4. 1 will switch from Twi'kies

to Twinkie Lights whenever pos-
sible.

EXERCISE:

1. I will walk next door to bor-
row sugar instead of drive.

2. I will not take the elevator if
there isn't one.

3. I will not drive my golf cart
on the putting green.

4. I will take deep breaths.
ACHIEVEMENTS:

1. I will discover Victona's
Secret. (I already think it has
something to do with underwires
and padding) .

2. 1 will not watch Geraldo.

3. I will water my plants if |
think they need it.

4.1 will teach my dog to beg.

It's going to be tough, I'll keep
you posted

e — —

Cy DeBoer is a Midland writer and
the founder of the non-profit organiza-
tion Bin Blessed, which benefits local
charities. Her columns appear twice
monthly. Cy's r-nmu"]ddrf*ﬂ is bede-
boer@aol com

nearly begged off, but, she real-

ized, she always did have a

comic streak. In her Broadway

dream, her role models were
goofballs like Red Skelton and
Carol Burnett.

“I did have the clown in me,
but I neyer thought of it that
way,’' she said. I put on the
makeup and I had a ball.”’

Twenty years later, Beck, 57,

is having the best laugh: She’s
been named Clown of the Year
by Clowns of America Interna-
tional, one of the top awards in
the trade. It follows her award

a top regional prize.
For the achievement, she’ll

be the cover clown on COAI's
magazine, The New Calliope,

‘ and be honored in August at the

last August of the Golden Nose,

“Because | see the mischief in
your eyes.”’

Though Mischief is her nom
de clown for birthdays and oth-
er commercial work, Beck, like
many clowns, has a religious
side. She founded a ministry,
“The Joyful Joeys,”” named for
the father of modern clowning,
Joseph Grimaldi (1778-1837).
She does religious theme clown-
ing in churches under the name
Delight (as in, ““I'm de light of
de Lord.")

“To me it’s the easiest thing
in the world to tell a joke and
make people smile,’’” she said.
“Whatever I have in life, 1 got
it from my God, I¢'s a gift.”

She does service work, too,
raising money for hospice and
the sudden infant death syn-

Faith Opportunities in the Permian Basin, Tuesday-Friday

Tuesday

¢’ Midland Association

of Churches meeting

The Midland Association of
Churches’ monthly meeting begins
at 11:45 a.m. Tuesday at Memonal
Rehabilitation Hospital, Loop 250 at
Thomason Drive. The meeting
includes lunch. The new officers will
be installed. They include Fane
Downs, president; Jim Rudd, vice
president; Lael Cordes-Pitts, secre-
tary; and Jan Artley, treasurer. New
board members include Sharae
Buskirk, Iris Foster, Steve Wilkins,
Jo Gay, Tom Kelly and Pam Smith.
The program will be a video, "Home
Sweet Home,” dealing with how to
help people remain in their homes
as long as possible and be indepen-
dent. The Rev. Alan Williams, chap-
lain at Memorial Hospital, will moder-
ate the program. A response will be
provided by an occupational thera-
pist form Memorial rehabilitation

Hospital.

Wednesday

v Spiritual Empowerment

Shekinah Glory Church, 712
Scharbauer Drive, is hosting the
Spiritual Empowerment for the 21st
century Conference Jan. 27-30. The
theme is “the Return of the Spirit of
Holiness.” All services begin at 7
p.m. Speakers include the Rev. Ken
Redmon, Jan. 27; A.C. Taylor, Jan.
28; the Rev. Donnie Brackens, Jan.
29; and the Rev. Jessie Morns and
Brackens, Jan. 30. A special anoint-
ing service will be held at 8 a.m.
Jan. 30. Registration for the confer-
ence is $10.

Thursday

v’ Miracles course

A Course in Miracles group is
meeting at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays.
Those inferested in joining the group
are asked-to call 697-3593 for more
information or the location.

v Classical education

Dr. John Egresto, president of
St. John's College in Santa Fe,
N.M., will speak on {pe benefits of a

leagues made her stand out.

““Some people in this business
are pretty people,’”’ Quest said.
“Other people are good at a
specialty. But she, across the
board, was excellent. And other
clowns respect her so much;
let’s face it, there’s a lot of egos
in clowning.”’

Offstage, Beck juggled being
a single mother of five before
her second marriage to Jerry
Beck, and a 25-year career as a
state day care licensing official
before retiring in 1997.

Admittedly obsessive, Beck
spends three to four days a
week at her craft. She’s taken
classes in mime, juggling and
ventriloquism (no singing: ‘I
have the voice of a frog.”’), and
filled a room with awards and

The Week Ahead:

classical education Thursday at 7
p.m. in the Hillander auditorium. The
classical-tutoring approach centers
on in-class discussions on such
great works as The lliad, Shake-
speare and the Bible. A classical
education school, Midland Classical
Academy, started classes Aug. 31,
1998, with 35 secondary age stu-
dents.

Friday

-+ Scholar at Lumberyard

Joseph Good, Biblical scholar and
founder of Hativka Ministries of Ned-
erland, Tex., will appear at the Lum-
beryard Church, 401 S. Main, at 7
p.m., Friday. His ' focus
on finding the full intent of Scripture,
specifically as it pertains to interpre-
tation, and Temple research.

v Midlanders in the news

Robert Griffin, son of Royce and
Suzanne Griffin of Midland will report
to Missionary Training Center of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in Provo, Utah, on Feb. 3 to
prepare for a two-year mission in the
Navada Las Vegas West Mission.
Gniffin is a 1998 graduate of Lee
High School. -

Alyse Weidmann, daughter of
Bob and Karen Weidmlann of Mid-
land recently received the Young
Womanhood Recognition Award, the
highest award a young women can
eam in the youth program of The
Church of Jesus of Latter-day
Saints. To receive the gold medal-
lion award, Miss Weidmann complet-
ed all of the requirement for the six
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years of the Young Women's pro-
gram of the Church, beginning at
age 12. Miss Weidmann is a 1998
honor graduate of Lee High School.

First Presbyterian Church also
recently honored the following elders
and deacons who will be leaving
office; Stuart Beal, Emily Blonkvist,
Walter Dueease Jr., Clare Ellis, Peg-
gy Gault, Betsy Haney, Charlie Har-
ris, Nancy Jordan, Kerry Meise, Ter-
ry Miller, Diane Shannon, Mark
Thomas, Peggy Armst , William
Bosworth, Kay Burleson, Susie Foy,
Ralph A. Green, Dexter Harmon,
Willis Price, Suzie Seright, Larry
Snyder and Sally Wood.

Reverand Steve Cox and his
wife Tonl were recently appointed to
serve the Bethel United Church here
in Midland. They moved here from
Abilene where he was serving in his
first appointment at the Eula United
Methodist Church. Steve is a second
career pastor having worked for 30
years in the convenience store busi-
ness. Bethel has been meeting at
the YMCA but recently moved to
their new home at 4411 W. lllinois.
The church is working on plans to
build a new church on Loop 250
between Wadley and Andrgws_High-
way. Steve says he is glad to be
here in Midland and looks forward to
the challenges of building the church
and pastoring the people in the com-
munity.

v Competition

NASHVILLE—Embassy Music of
Nashville, Tenn. is conducting its 5th
annual artist and song search, The

Ultimate Talent Search will offer over

- -
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BOBBY GARCIA-OWNER

s

“If you can get one of them to
say to the other, boy, she’s ‘
good, you've won them over,”’
Beck said.

She’s amused kids interna-
tionally from Ecuador to
Bosnia, where several years
ago she entertained some 300
children without knowing their
language, while fighting raged
30 miles away.

For all the trappings and
tricks, though, she says the art
comes down to something basic
and internal. ‘

“All you need to be a clown
is, you need to like people and
you need to have a sense of
humor,”’ she said. “‘And then
you can go anywhere with it."”’

$50,000 in prizes, which includes a
recording contract for the grand
prize winner in the artist's division.
The grand prize winning song will be
recorded and distributed nationwide
to christian radio. Entry forms will be
available January 28. All entries

must be received no later than
March 22. To receive an entry for
call The Ultimate Hotline at (615) -
345-2500 or send a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to Embassy
Music, 1161 Murfreesboro Road,
Suite 323, Nashville, Tenn, 37217.

v Upcoming

First Baptist Chiid Development
Center, 2104 W. Louisiana Ave.,
has started registration for the 1999-
2000 school year. The center is for
those 3 years old by Sept. 1 through
fi st grade. Day care is provided for
the children in the program if need-
ed. For more information call 683-
0638 or stop by between 7:30 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Fn-
day.

MERKEL —
LIGHT (Living in Greater Heights
Together) Ministries is planning a
woman'’s retreat March 19-21 at
Camp Butman here. For more infor-
mation call Jannie Linney, (915)
756-3688. Speakers include Ms. Lin-
ney of Stanton and Debbie Robin-
sOon.
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« NEW DELHI, India — Enron did nothing to
stop India’ s brutal campmgn against opponents
“of Lhe U.S. energy giant’s multibillion-dollar
power deal, a New York-based human rights
group charged in a report released Munday
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STATE

‘Enron Corp linked to human rights abuses

By Donna Bryson

JAssociated Press

report, but believed the events described in it
"involved only the police,
and had been resolved. The MSEB is Enron's
junior partner in the power plant at Guhagar,
210 miles south of Bombay.

Human Rights Watch called thg episode a les-
son for other powerful companies.

“Unless an explicit and programmatic com-

happened long ago,

calling it ’

payee's

released a preliminary company statement
‘out of context at best.

Human Rights Watch called on the federal
government to conduct a criminal investigation
into.the alleged abuses and punish those
responsible. Prime Minister Atal Bihari Va)-
spokesman had no
response to the report

immediate
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n Enron Power Development Corp.’s $2.4 bil- mitment to human rights exists, respect and o , atthe U S gov.
lion power project in the western Indian state protection for these rigghts will not impf:fve, and e Wd.lthdug Eroup ddd?d thf ki 1l > ”gc.n_»
: . : . ernment also bore some responsibility because
/, of Maharashtra has been dogged by questions may deteriorate, even in countries that are con- . e d E s biisineas nlang
1e of corruption and environmental degradation sidered democratic and open,”’ the report Ilg;r,ﬂufliﬁ f‘{l,p”“'ﬁf‘ o il “"‘\‘.“f*',“"“‘""'itl:. ‘:i";‘
! since it began in 1992. The company is a sub- stated. in ‘ndia. 1he U.S. Embassy In | cw Delhi di
 the - sidiary of Houston-based Enron Corp. Enron, Human Rights Watch said, paid not immediately respond to a request for
The . Inits 166-page report, Human Rights Watch police officers who struck back at generally comment. _ : . .
charged that the government tried to silencé peaceful protests with clubs and tear gas. Indi- The Human Rights Watch investigation
yS opposition by unleashing police to beat pro- anlaw requires companies to pay for extraor- included interviews with key figures in India
testers and illegally detain leading activists. In  dinary security provided by police under cer- andthe United States, m'th‘Jdmg Frank Wisner,
r one instance, it said, the pregnant wife of a vil- tain circumstances. U.S. ambassador to India in the early 1990s. In AP Photo
8 lage leader was dragged naked from her “We have no control over (police) just 1997, after leaving the diplomatic corps, Wis- A danger sign warns the people of Tehaucana to keep away, instead
Id home and beaten in the street. because we're required to offset the cost’”” of ner joined Enron’s board of directors. they are rallying to boycott Vuican Materials Company from destroy-
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Oil patch lawmakers press for relief for battered industry - .
es |
By Michelle Mittiestadt . take some 100 million barrels off thé $2 5 m I | I I 0 n I aw S u It
Associated Press " domestic market, buying the oil to
_- WASt:llNGTON - : Everyone thinks of oil and you think J.R. replenish the Strategic Petroleum .
a- — oncerne ; | s RESE“’E
,r about the depressed state of Amer- Ewing. And that’s not the case. “We think that would help really TEHUACANA (AP) — This their rights to ban blasting.
JER- ica’s energy industry, Qil patch law- — HEP Mac Thornberry, R-Clarendon bring the market back into bal- Central Texas town of 322 people ""Any quarrying activity that

makers on Capitol Hill are pro

ing tax breaks and other relief for
producers reeling from collapsed oil
prices.

But first they acknowledge that
they’ll have to dispel some myths
about the industry, which runs the
gamut frof giant multinationals to
the small independents operating
wells that pump a few barrels of oil
a day.

been depressed by a world over-
supply.

With the nation already heavily
dependent on foreign energy
sources, keeping those indepen-
dents afloat is “‘a security issue for
our country,’’ said Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison, R-Texas, who is co-
chair of the Congressional Oil and
(zas Forum.

“By providing tax relief for mar-
ginal and inactive wells, we hope to
help maintain existing jobs and
domestic production and decrease
our dependence on foreign sources
of oil,”” said Sen. Don Nickles, R-
Okla., a key sponsor of the legisla-
tion.

Their cause may be aided by the
latest indicator of the industry’s

ance,”’ Espenshade said.

Just as steel producers launched
a public-relations blitz to highlight
their industry’s troubles, energy
officials say they’ll have to work
harder to make the public under-
stand the job loss and economic dis-
I‘Uptiun occurring in their field.

“Certainly, we need to raise thr

P.R. (public-relations) campaign,
said Lee Fuller, chief lobbyist for

an industrial giant over the right
to blast rock within the town lim-
ILS.

I feel like we're looking up at
this gigantic mountain that's
about to come down and squash
us,”” said city council member
| Billy Duke. ““It’s a horrible feel-
ing, but there’s not much we can
do except try our best to fight it.”’

| faces a $25 million lawsuit from

involves powerful explosives is
simply a nuisance to the resi-
dents of the town,"” Fred Neale,
a Mexla attorney representing
the town, told the Corsicana Dai-
ly Sun. "*It's a heavy industrial
business. There's nothing wrong
with that, but it doesn’t belong in
the town limits.”

Jeffalene Stuver said cracks
have shown up in her garage

r- “Everyone thinks of oil and you Thornberry agreed. troubles. Last week, the number of the petroleum producers’ associa- Vulcan Materials Co., the floor, and she blames nearby
to think J.R. Ewing,"’ said Rep. Mac ““The big oil companies are not domestic rigs actively exploring for tjon. nation’s biggest supplier of blasting. Other residents say
Thornberry, R-Clarendon. “‘And looking predominately for new oil oil and natural gas hit an all-time Industry officials say nearly crushed rock with more than $1.5 their homes have suffered foun-
that’s not the case.” ~ inside the continental United States low of 588. During the oil boomof the 500,000 energy-sector jobs have | billionin annualsales, claimsin dation damage.
7 With oil prices at some of their . apd so the onl}f people that are 1980s, the rig cuunt_peaked at4,530. been lost since the early '80s, more a lawsuit filed in federal court in “We start hearing them every-
' lowest levels since the Depression, looking for new oil and producing “The less we drill today means than 29,000 of them last year alone Waco that it will lose $25 million day very early in the morning,
conditions have been ESPECIEU}’ most of the oil from existing the less crude oil we are most like- And they estimate the industry's If Tehuacana blocks its plan to almost before the sun rises,”’ Ms.
. tough for the indepept!ents. Their reserves inside the United States ly going to find for tomorrow, " said troubles have deprived federal and blast within the town limits. Stuver said of the blasting oper-
?ic “stripper’’ wells individually pro- are these small and mid-sized pro- Scott Espenshade, chief economist state governments of $1.6 billion in Vulcan claims the city council ation, which can be seen from
| duce fewer than 10 barrels daily but ducers,’’ he said. for the _lndepender_lt Petroleum royalties and taxes over the last 14 damaged the company’s busi- her back porch. ""One day I was
| collectively account for 20 percent Mrs. Hutchison is poised to intro- Association of America. months. ness by passing an ordinance last lying on the couch and they
N of domestic production. o duce legislation, backed by many IPAA, which 'represents the “It's having a major effect on a month prohibiting mining and blasted. It lifted me and the
Some lndEpendents are f]ﬂdlng oil-state CﬂllEﬂgues. that would pro- nation's iﬂdEpﬂﬂdEnlS, backs the lot of towns and school systems and rock h]ﬂﬁ“ﬂg within the town, 25, couch off of the floor.”
that it costs them more to get a bar- vide tax credits toindependents and Hutchison measure. In the short c¢ounty budgets around the country | miles southwest of Corsicana Blasting opponents claim a
rel of oil out of the ground than they give them incentives to returninac- term, however, the trade group that rely on royalties for their tax The ordinance was adopted two 1981 ordinance which blocked
can earn on the rharket, which has tive wells to production. wants the Clinton administrationto pase ’’ Fuller said. months after Vulcan bought drilling and coring activities in
property in the town. Tehuacana would have stopped
to “We have a government enti- Vulcan's plans and that the new
' - ty here telling us we can’'t work, ordinance was just an addition-
DEAR ABBY can't use our own property,”’ al precaution
Tom Ransdell. Vulcan's South- City and company officials are
i ’ P . ' west region president said. expectedto meet in federal court
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Three Locations to Serve You

Central -682-2551 Northeast-682-8469 |
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Your generous sponsorship of the Midland

3 \~ | Reporter-Telegram’s Newspaper In Education Program
\ has provided newspapers to our local schools.

On behalf of students, teachers and the

Midland Reporter- Eelegrom

Thank You!
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John W. Foster Sr., M.D.
W.C. wWatson Ill, M.D.
samuel N. Macferran, Jr., M.D.
Merrill C. Horne, M.D.

Proudly announce the association of

Dr. Lori Sherman Adcock

Board certified by the American Board of Pediatrics
Subspecialty certified in Pediatric Endocrinology

Specializing in the treatment of diabetes, thyroid diease,
growth disorders, and other endocrine disorders. -
Dr. Adcock will also see general pediatric patients.

Midland Pediatric Associates offers
scheduled clinic hours 7 days per week.

2409 West lllinois, Suite D
Midland, Texas 79701

. Phone 915-620-TOTS (8687) to sChedule appointments

Saturday Appointments
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Weigh of Life -Looks So Good On You!
(915) 682-5433
Weigh of Life Clinic

3107 N. Big Spring, Midland
A range of prescription medications
A Maintenance Program to heep vour results
Options that work with or without medication
NEW- Alternative | ood Program using Packaged Foods

Ask about *Buddy Program®

Phvsician Manaved BWeight Reduction Clinn

G.R. Albertson. D.O.* D. W. Davison. M.D.
G. Lang, M.D.
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_LEd Todd
Staff Writer

Handsome Jack, who is 12-year-
old Whitney Merket's grand-
champion beef steer in the 47th
annual Midland County Livestock
Show this weekend, is both a ras-
cal and a pussycat.

“He can be mean and he can be
a baby,” Whitney said of the mid-
night-black, 1,197-pound Maine-
Anjou steer.

She’s investing the $2,900 that
top-bidders Cattleman’s Steak
House and Autry
Stephens of Mid-

land donated to | 1oy year’s auction, 130 Midland County

Whitney for rais-
ing the

steer. The animal

was bred by ranch- in the auction of their livestock projects.

er-schoolteacher

Kent Boyd of
Loraine in Martin
County.

“It’s going in a savings account
for college,” said Whitney, whose
10-year-old sister, Meagan, helped
her raise the big callf.

“It takes a lot of hard work, and
they did a very good job,” said the
girls’ stepmother, Darla Merket.
“This is one time when hard work
won the day.”

Last year’s grand-champion

Midlander Kylle Mitchell, 2, car-
ries her goat, Casper, Into the
exhibit buliding Saturday before
the goat judging for the Midland
County Livestock Show.

Tim Fischer
Reporter-Telegram

TEEN BEAT

LOCAL

Although lacking in rump, calf’s good 'LOCAL IN BRIEF
looks steer him to grand championship oz

steer, exhibited by Hoot Fox, was
a Hereford calf produced by Mar-
tin County rancher Tee Knox.

Handsome Jack pleased the
steer judge who “liked every-
thing” about the calf, including his
profile, noted Whitney’s father,
Adam Merket. But the judge “just
wished he had a little more rear
end — a little more rump,” Mer-
ket said.

“That’s one judge‘s opinion on
one steer on one day,” Merket said
of the judge’s choice. “It might be
different tomorrow -Who knows?”
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pions “varies from year to year,”
sald Mrs. Jones, whose son,
Dustin Jones, exhibited grand
champion and reserve champion
steers in recent years.

Sydney's reserve-champion
steer brought her $2,300 at the bid-
ding of Midland American Bank
and Agri-Empresa.

The grand champion goat,
exhibited Joseph O’Brien, brought
$900. Lindsey Childs’s reserve
champion goat got a $900 high bid.

Cara Watzl's grand champion
swine drew a $2,050 top bid. The
reserve champi-

show’s 4-H Club boys and girls and FFA (Future
grand champion £armaerg of America) youths earned $95,000

He said that Whitney is taking
Handsome Jack to the Southwest-
ern Exposition and Livestock
Show 1n Fort Worth for competi-
tion.

The show’s reserve champion
steer was a 1,150-pound black
Angus named Simon shown by 13-
year-old Sydney Jones, who just
happened to lead the steer past
Whitney and Handsome Jack in
the steer tent.

“Good job,” Whitney told Syd-
ney.

Syndey’s mother, Patrice
Jones, noted that the steer judge
said that Whitney’s black Angus
was “hard to criticize” and was
“pretty well-balanced.”

What judge looks for in cham-

on swine exhibit-
ed by Tim Rogers
brought $1,400.

The grand
champion and
reserve champi-
on lambs were
exhibited by
Taryn McNeil,
who got a $1,600 bid on the grand
champion and $1,000 on the
reserve.

Katy Lehman showed the grand
champion pen of rabbits, which
got a $550 top bid. Mackenzie Con-
der showed the reserve champion
pen of rabbits, which got a $500
final bid.

Tara Price exhibited the grand
champion poultry, which attract-

ed a $650 top bid. Amy Hanson's

reserve champion pen of broilers
took a top bid uf $450.

In last year’s auction, 130 Mid-
land County 4-H Club boys and
girls and FFA (Future Farmers of
America) youths earned $95,000 in
the auction of their livestock pro-
jects.

“O1l Patch Dreams” and “Birds in
Art” opened Friday at the Museum
of the Southwest, 1705 W. Missouri
Ave,

“Birds in Art 1998" a traveling
exhibition that features 60 works by
internationally renowned artists
using diverse media, remains
through Feb. 28.

“Oil Patch Dreams: Images of the
Petroleum Industry in American
Art,” features 60 works from Amer-
ican artists (1901-1991) including
Norman Rockwell, Andy Warhol
and Thomas Hart Benton. This
exhibit, which remains through
March 14, captures the impact of oil
on the 20th century.

(N A

LUBBOCK — Humanities pro-
fessor Kenneth R. Davis will present
a lecture titled “Exploration: The
Renaissance to the Coronelli Globe”
at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the Formby
Room of the Southwest Collec-
tion/Special Collections Library at
Texas Tech University.

After the lecture, individuals will
have the opportunity to view the
library’s 1688 Coronelli globe that
went on permanent display this
month in the Rotunda of the library.
A gallery exhibit, “The World of
Coronelli,” also will provide guests
with information on Franciscan
Father Vipcenzo Coronelli’'s life,
the mapmaker charged with the
globe’s construction, as well as his-
torical information on the library’s
acquisition of the globe.

The lecture, sponsored by the
University Library and the Friends
of the University Library/Southwest
Collection, is $5 for Friends mem-
bers and $7 for the general public.
Admission is free to students. To
make reservations call (806) 742-
3685.

Impeachment trial Is making an impression on youth of West Texas

By Matt Jose

s history unfolds with only the sec-

ond impeachment process ever

instigated against a United States
president, what is the opinion of those who
hold the reigns of the
future; or do they even
care? 1 pondered the
question for myself and
began to find out.

First of all, students
must admit that politi-
cal affairs (no pun
intended) are near the
bottom of our lunch dis-
cussions, but that does-
n't mean that it's far
from our minds, like
some adults may think.
Responses range as to how frequently the
topic is discussed.

As one freshman responded when asked
If she and her friends ever talked about
President Clinton, “Only in history class.”

However, few shy away from the tcpic, and
most have distinct opinions. The reason
many students don’t discuss the political
scene is because they think it doesn’t real-
ly pertain to us, but they still think it's
Interesting.

Most students are just as informed
about what's going on as adults are, and
not just because of keeping up with it for
school. A surprising number of people who
I talked to watched at least part of Clin-
ton’s State of the Union speech Tuesday
evening. I'll admit that some caught triv-
ialities that appeal to their interests,
namely Sammy Sosa's position near
Hillary Clinton, but they still retained the
gist of the speech.

Overshadowing anything Clinton said is
the ongoing debate on whether he should
be removed from office.

I asked a friend who definitely had an
opinion: “He’s a jerk. They should kick him
out of office. If anyone else does something
wrong then they get punished. Just
because he’s the president. ...”

While here in West Texas it's easy to
accept the general consensus of parents
and the community, students claim their
independence. While parents' opinions
may affect students, most form their own
beliefs. “My interest in politics is my own’’
said a participant in the MHS chapter of
Model Organization of American States.

Though some students don’t know what
their parents’ views are and therefore
come up with their own, one student
declared “I make my own opinions. My
dad thinks they should kick him out. I think
he should just be punished with a censure.”

That same student had the attitude held
by numerous students:

“They should get over it, because he’ll
be gone in a couple of years anyway.”’

“Move on; let it go.”

“It doesn’t matter because by the time

they got him impeached, he'd be out of

office already.”
Though logical,

response that I received pointed out that

“the process is a waste. It costs $12,000 an

the most unusual -

hour to run a session of Congress."’

While I didn't check out his figures, the
point is that it may be necessary to start
worrying about our political and econom-
Ic agendas at hand, and that's why anoth-
er student thinks he shouldn’t be removed.
“He's helping the economy right now, and
we can’'t get anywhere until they get this
settled.”

That student continues. “People are
gossipping out of control, rather than
focusing on the future of America.”

Morality is definitely an issue in this
debate, one that students aren’t afraid to
tackle: “If we've set up our government so
that you're impeached when you break the
law, then we need to proceed. If he really
did lie under oath, which is against the law,
we have a duty to perform.”

Others repeat, essentially agreeing he
should be impeached “for lying under oath,
not for the Lewinsky matter,”’ because
“adultery isn't right, but it’s net against the
law, either. "’

As for me, I believe that most of us use

what our parents have taught us a mea-

suring stick with which to judge the world,

but by this stage in life one begins to mea-

sure for oneself, and occasionally adjusts

;hrat ruler to an individualized outlook on
ife.

In general, students have the attitude
that, “You can never plan the future by the
past.” (Edmund Burke). They, or we 1
should say, think that it's time to move on
with what’'s best for America, whatever
that may be, because partisan bickering
and maneuvering cannot undo “the
wrongs we seek to condemn and punish.”’

As the Senate continues to deliberate,
perhaps it should consider what, “We the
people of the United States do ordain and
establish ...”” and that includes the input of
my generation who are constantly form-
ing their ideas and views that will soon
Fecome the very compass of America’s

ate.

Matrtt Josefy is a junior at Midland High
School.

TEEN BEAT

That barbarian at the gate is probably a teen-ager wanting to do a good deeq

e e

n ancient times, the most feared

enemy of the Romans were the

German Barbarians. They were
savage warriors, who had no appre-
ciation for art and civilization.
Today, the Bar-
barians no [
longer exist, but N
we have a
threatening
equivalent: the
American Teen-
ager (at least in
the eyes of all of
those over 21.) :

Headlines and B
TV shows pro-
claim the evil
teen-agers of the
'90s. They kill
their classmates, use drugs and slap
graffiti all over town.

The truth 1s, for every teen-ager
who has a rap sheet, there are
dozens who devote themselves to
productive causes. There are actu-
ally teen-agers who focus their ener-
£V In positive ways, thereby making
an impact on the community.

They don’'t make the news, but
they do improve the world.

In Midland, candy stripers at the
hospital work long hours to assist in
nursing patients back to health.
Teen-age volunteers visit residents
of nursing homes, helping to lift spir-
its and give hope

-.Church youth groups offer a
wealth of volunteerism. They serve
at the soup kitchen, conduct food dri-
ves, participate in Chrismas in
April and adopt sections of the high-
way to collect litter. Midland
churches send teams of youth on
mission projects, often to impover-
iIshed countries.

Last fall, the senior youth depart-
ment at a Midland church:- was
called upon to serve a special need.
The carnival at an elementary
school was low on parent volunteers
to run the booths. The carnival was
on Halloween night, a big social
night among teen-agers. The carni-
val chairman happened to be a
high school Sunday School teacher.
After a chain of phone calls, the spir-
it of volunteerism spread and 25
teen-agers arrived on Halloween
night to assist with the carnival

Sure, social plans had to be can-
celled, but the need to serve was
stronger than the desire to have fun.

On the sports fields across Mid-

Hersh berger

land, 1t's a common sight to see
teams of preschoolers and elemen-
tary kids being assisted by teen-age
volunteers. They are ready and
willing to pass on their knowledge
and love of the game, whether it be
soccer, football, baseball or bas-
ketball |

Teen Court, the judicial system
for determining punishment of teen-
agers who have committed offens-
es, 1s staffed by teen-age volunteers
who serve as jurors and attor-
neys.The purpose i1s to raise self-
esteem, foster volunteerism and
reduce crime by youth, thereby
producing better citizens.

Youth Advisory Council of Mid-
land, the City Council for those 18
years and under, was established in
the fall of 1998 to serve the commu-
nity. Council members have put in
volunteer hours mentoring children
at Casa de Amigos and the Boy's
and Girl’s Club. Community service
1S the main emphasis of Youth
Council.

Pickwick Plavers, the acting
troupe that volunteers huge
amounts of time to putting on pro-
ductions for Midland Community
Threatre, help with after-school
programs and assist with theater
classes.

Who could forget the ever-
respected Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts? Scouts volunteer countless
hours to the community, conducting
food drives and providing assis-
tance at big public events.

Somehow, few of these groups
ever see the headlines.

If the idea of a good teen-ager is

ONE DAY
SALE!

SATURDAY

January 30th
10am.-6p.m.

20% -

5038 JNNg

MATTRESSES

40%
OFF EVERYTHING

( No Reasonable Offer Refused)
Crystal Cabinets

Furnituée Outlet

7114 W. Hwy. 80
behind A-1 Mobile Homes

news to you, you're not alone. The
media seems tq shout the bad news
on the front page, and whisper the
good news somewhere in the back.

Chief Justice Earl Warren once

The Future

said,-“I always turn to the sports
pages first, which record people’s
accomplishments. The front page
has nothing but man'’s failures.”
Those juvenile gunmen who ter-

rorize their schools are made don’t be afraid to say thanks We
famous, while the majority of teen- really aren’t all that bad.

agers make the world a better
place. Next time you see a teen help-
ing an old lady carry her groceries,

James Hershberger is a student at Lee
Freshman High School.

of Family Health Care has Arrived.

The variety of medical practices available at

P.V. Patel,

M.D. & Associates

makes this a one stop family health care clinic.
Each doctor 1s board certified or a specialist
INn his or her area of practice. No referral is required,
and new patients are now being accepted.

Meena Patel, M.D.
Psychiatry

Specializing in Depression and Stress

related disorder

F.A.A.P., F.A.C.C.
Pediatric Cardiology

Somkid Sridaromont, M.D.,

Board Certified Pediatric Cardiology
Children and Adolescent Heart Diseases

P.V. Patel, M.D., F.A.C.C.

Board Certified Cardiology & Internal Medicine
Specializing in Prevention & Treatment

of Heart & Vascular Diseases and
Interventional Cardiology

Serving Midland since 1982

Nasir Rasheed, M.D.

internal Medicine / Pediatrics
Board Certified Internal Medicine
Providing Primary & Preventive Care

WEeE AcceEPT ALL |NSUFIANCE
Medicare » Medicaid * HMO « Blue Cross
First Care & Others

O P.V. Patel M. D & Assoclates

2103 W. MICHIGAN
AT 2103 W.

WE ARE STIL L

T RS i T AT SRR T S TR o e

915

MICHIGAN AVENUE "

WE WILL BEMOV.

Mohiuddin Waseem, M.D.

Internal Medicine & Endocrinology
Specializing in Diabetes & Hormone
related disorders

Board Certified Internal Medicine

Cezary Kuprlanowlc, M.D.
(Dr. Kup)

Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine
Board Certified Internal Medicine
Specializing in Lungs & Huupiratory

Mughis Sheerani, M.D.

Neurology
Specializing in Diagnosis & Treatment
of Epilepsy and Neuromuscular Diseases

— Other Services —

Supervised Cardiac Rehabilitation
On Site Blood Test Lab
Pacemaker Monitoring

-687-3366 °* MIDLAND, TEXAS

O ODUR NEW LOCATION SOON

* MIDLAND REP(
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‘Chemically castrated’ rapi be ed agai
he hemically castrated’ rapist to be sentenced again
n
of SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Aman other sex crimes since the late toshow much concern, we decid-
m- who was required to undergo 1980s. ed to take (Smith) off our books,"’
on ““chemical castration’’ after a Texas and Virginia authorities Virginia Department of Correc-
2's sex-crimes conviction 16 years are now blaming each other for tions spokesman Larry Traylor '
ago in Bexar County is renewing not watching Smith more closely. said. 1A
a debate over the procedure after Bexar County officials said Bexar County officials T RS TP
gh raping a 5-year-old girl in Vir- Iilsey monitored irgitg for the full acknowledged they made an —_— S e
ginia. years required by his sentence administrative error, communi- ‘ ’”
== Treating repeat sex offenders and believed he had stayed out of cating directly with Virginia pro- WINTER SERVICE lN HOURS - NOT DAYS s 1999
mm cll;eagucaés goaineg curreriﬁy troBubled. y bation authorities and not with an — '
in the s and "90s and is now the ut doctors and Virginia pro- agency that coordinates probation
g\}rlfin severlesltatgs, iBnclud:ing bation officials reieasid SnPlith bEtwei:n states. g HOW YOll Can Blly A NEW $l?800
alifornia an orida. Butithas from their supervision in 1988 “Itdidn’t always fit the rules of
d critics, who are seizing on the because, they said, Texas officials administrative p::*ucedure, but ... Furnace fOI‘ $438
- case of Joseph Frank Smith. stopped corresponding with things were more relaxed back
““Chemical treatments don’t them, the Express-News report- then,” said Edward Castart. .
Ne work,”’ said Florida state Sen. ed. deputy chief of the Bexar County (Read Amazing Story Below)
William ."Duc': Myers, who "*As long as Texas didn’t seem probation office.
- gggfrs:g;:ﬁ :ﬁtf ‘S“_}u o fggnf?:;i{e Yes, it's absolutely true, you can actually replace your old (and probably very

inefficient) furnace and air conditioner as a package for up to $1,800" less than you

off, even if you put them under would have to pay at any other time

David Pearce Upholstery

f,ﬁf;; ‘ilt":'g“;fﬁ_.?“d they re; out - . - Let me explain.

Dr. Collier Cole of Galveston. a Ww Here’s what our wEvmear the monthsf of January, February and March can “Kill" our business.
former chairman of the Texas e stand to lose a ton of money during these “Killer” months and it can take us the
Council on Sex Offender Treat- INVENTORY CLEARANCE SALE customers are saying | remaining nine months to make up for them and we're looking for the same thing to
ment, said chemical injections about Service Etpeﬂl... happen this year.
rarely, if ever, successfully treat 25% - 50% O l I oy _
psychopathic criminals. . . Qur Problem Is Your Opportunity

In 1983, a San Antonio jury con- In-stock fabric & pillows “You could not Ask for any ‘ Every year, the big manufacturers of air conditioners have to guess how many to

build to meet the demand. Of course, they're never exactly right. So, they always
have some inventory they must hold over until the next summer season. We went to
one of these companies (Amana) and contracted for the purchase of 50 air
conditioners and fumaces in the five most popular sizes used in the Permian Basin.
. | Because of the quantity and time of year, we were able to buy them at incredibly low
off-season prices.

They are brand new models. They are NOT seconds or “blems” or standard
“builder” models. They are factory fresh premium air conditioners and have full
factory warranties :

Here's How You Can Get a Furnace for $438

Here's the great deal for you: If you buy one of these 50 new premium air
conditioners (but only if one of the five sizes we have will fit your house, of course)
we are including the fumace for an unbelievable low pnce of $438.

| Here's How

Just call us nght away at 561-9440. A Home Comfort Advisor will come out,
measure your home and show you the substantial savings now. Ad it will include all
labor and installation matenals. Nothing is left out. There is absolutely no obligation.

If you decide you don't want to take advantage of the spectacular savings-that's
okay. We'll give you a surpnse gift worth $50 because you are kind enough to give
us the chance to solve our problem. We want you to think well of Service Experts*
even if you don't buy.

victed Smith, 45, of twice bur-
glarizing and attempting to rape
the same woman while wearing
only a ski mask and socks. Jurors
gave him 10 years’ probation on
the condition that he get weekly
injections of Depo-Provera,
which reduces male hormones in
the bloodstream.

Texas authorities sent Smith to
a clinic for sex offenders at Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore,
Bexar County probation officials
told the San Antonio Express-
News. For a time, Smith, a Vir-
ginia native, commuted to Balti-
more from his sister’s home in
Richmond, Va.

Smith found work as a truck dri-
ver and married the nurse who
administered his shots at Johns
Hopkins, said his lawyer, John K.
Honey Jr. He fathered two girls
and moved to a nice home in the
suburbs.

But authorities say appear-
ances hid an uglier truth.

Smith was arrested -and con-
victed of raping a 5-year-old girl
in Virginia, and he will be sen-
tenced next month. Authorities
there link Smith to as many as 70

We are now representing Graber & Skandis Window Fashion
2404 W. Wall 683-2935 » 570-4883

Jim Cosgnen
682-0326

3300 . “ A" Gt
Midland, X

Registered Gnvestment _Ad.ison installation wasvely |

Concervative Qnvectons

“Free Consultation

Securities offered through SunAmerica Securities, Inc. Member NASD, SIPC

You Can Buy With No Cash

You don't even have to pay us night away because we've set up terrific financing
with competitive rates.**

It you decide to make monthly instaliments instead of paying cash, the entire
amount of your payments might be more than offset by the savings on your utility
bills. It's like "having your cake and eating it, too”"

Ironclad Guarantee

We are so confident, that if your current system is over ten years old you will save
at least 20% on your cooling and heating bills with a new system (We're projecting

How Do You |
Measure the Growth of A Child?

POLICE REPORTS

Un.nnumwh for ciiiideen - - - more like 30% to 50%) that we will pay you Double The Difference for one year if
2 * hving n h-n.rn-r; of the pooresd ( }”E!.'_l f wanl o kﬂ'ﬂﬂ' ‘fﬂLI d0n+t '
| Midland Police Department oairiax .f- the world ,: akes Y. more about Childreach. THERE IS NO WAY YOU CAN LOSE

Saturday
Vandalism: A residence at 900
Neely Ave. was vandalized. It was
reported at 6:35 p.m.

mowre than fading marks on & wall

You must act betore Apnil 15th. Give Carol a call now at 561-9440. She will set an
appointment for your no-obligation survey

Thank you for reading ...we hope you will profit greatly because of it

Warmly,

Tim Claire, President

Childreach. one of the oldes
and largest chald sponsorship
OTRaAMZalions, measurcs growth

by the number of hospitals. wells
for clean water. and self-help st'
programs w¢ build in panincrship

Theft: A bicycle was taken from
House Park at 4800 Ric Drive. It

was reported at 2: 08 p.m.

with the proud lamihies and

communiics where our

lllllll
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andorg. Find out all the important details
about the United Way, our member agencies,
and where your gift dollars go. For the time
being, you can still reach us at www basin-
ink.com/unitedway, but update those book-
marks soon! You can also e-mail us at unit-
edway @ basinlink.com.

In addition, the 1997-88 Directory of Com-
munity Services for Midiand County is on the
web. This listing of more than 100 local health
and human service agencies, chid care

providers, clubs and civic organizations and
more can be found at www _basinlink comy/unit-

edway/dir htm

DO YOU NEED HELP?
i you need any kind of assistance, from
counseling and support groups 10 INcCome tax
Questions, you can get that help with a sim-
ple phone call. Information and Referral Mid-
land is a local hotline which can put you in
touch with someone who can assist you. &R
Midiand helps more than 250 people each
month. Call I&R at 682-4357 (682-HELP).
information and Referral Midiand is a program
of Casa de Amigos, a United Way of Midland
member agency.

SWEETEST PERSON IN
THE PERMIAN BASIN
Unce again, it's time 10 submit your nomi-

nation(s) for the "Sweetest Person in the Per-
mian Basin." This contest is designed to rec-
ognize that individual who exemplifies Camp
Fire's motio: “Give Service.” If you know some-
one who gives of themseives and their time
and never asks for recognition, goes out of their
way 10 care for others, or truly has a hearn of
goid, nominate that person for this very spe-
cial award. The entry deadiine is February 5.
For more information, please call Camp Fire
at 520-1522

SCOUTING FOR FOOD

On Saturday, February 6, local Cub Scouts,
Boy Scouts and Explorers will canvass the
Permian Basin communities in the 12th annu-
al "Scouting for Food™ drive 1o benefit the West
Texas Food Bank. During the week prior, food
bags donated by Albertsons will be delivered
10 your home.

¥ you're interested in giving 10 this drive, sim-
ply place canned or non-perishable ems in
the bag and leave it on yowr doorstep on the
moming of February 6. A Scout will come by
and collect the bag. ¥ you would like more
information on the Scouting for Food drive,
please contact the Boy Scouts at 570-7801.

hosting all day Child Care programs for chil-
dren ages 5-12 on February 15 and 16 for
MISD in-service days. Enroliment is now open.

The Alamo YMCA Gymnastics program s
now anroliing for its Spring 99 season. Class-
es are available for ages 3-5 and 6 and up.

For registration information for any of
these programs please call the Central YMCA
at 682-2551, the Alamo YMCA at 604-2528 or
the Northeast YMCA at 682-8469

SPECIAL PARENTING

TOPICS PROVIDE HELP

s ‘ 10N of CEN
TERS for Children and Families will begin a
seres of special nterest topics for parents. The
first workshop, on January 26, will cover "Mak-
ng Time-Out Work " The workshop will be
offered from 8:30 am_ 10 11:00 am. at West
Elementary School, and again from 1:00 p m
o 2230 pm. at Bunch Elementary. Future
workshops will cover such topics as Stress
Management/Shaken Baby Syndrome, Deal-
ing with Difficult Behavior, and more. For more
information on these workshops, please call
CENTERS at 570-1823

BATTERED WOMENS SHELTER

VOLUNTEER TRAINING
e - - *

Basin Center for Battered Women and Their
Children will begin on Saturday, January 30,
1989 if you are interested in lsaming how you
can help individuals and familles affected by
domestic violence, please call Marsha Craw-
ford, 683-1300.

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND
MEMBER AGENCIES
American Red Cross

6846161

Biag Brothers Big Sisters
687-0195
Boy Scouts

Boys and Girls Club of Midiand
683-0050

Camp Fire, inc.
520-1522

Casa de Amigos
682-9701

Centers for Children and Families
570-1084

Community and Semor Services
6896693

Freewill Foster Home
683-3948

Midland Need to Read
685-4572

Palmer Drug Abuse Program
EB'J- 3645

Permian Basin Girl Scouts
550.- 2680

YMCA
682-2551

I
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a record $3.056 million. That year, the oil
and gas industry in west Texas was looking
strong, and the local economy was thriving. In
early 1998, things began to change, with oil
prices beginning a downward turn which has yet
to reverse itself. By the ume the 1998 United
Way campaign began in September, prices were
the lowest they'd been in a decade.

The United Way braced itself for quite a blow
(o giving, as companies began layoffs or left
Midland altogether. But, as has been the case
many tumes before, Midlanders stepped up in the

[ n 1997, the United Way of Midland raised

face of adversity and answered the communi-
ty's call for help. The 1998 campaign raised $2.9
million, a remarkable accomplishment given the
state of the economy. Oil and gas companies
and their employees again played a major role,
some giving at record levels despite their uncer-
tain futures.

Just as the local economy relies heavily on oil
and gas, so 100 does the United Way of Mid-
land. We would like to extend a very heartfelt
"thank you" to all the o1l and gas companies and
employees in Midland who gave of themselves
so generously. Below is a listing of the oil, gas,

and related service companies who contributed
$15,000 or more to the 1998 United Way of Mid-

land campaign.

ARCO Permian

Burlington Resource Company

Chevron, U.S.A.

>

of Midland _

Thank You To The Oil & Gas Companies

Marathon Oil Company
Mobil Exploration and Production

Oxy U.S.A.
Schlumberger Companies

Texaco Exploration and Production

West Texas Equipment

Compressor Systems

Conoco, Inc.

Dawson Geophysical Company
Enron O1l and Gas

GPM Gas Corporation

Henry Petroleum Corporation
Key Energy Services

Program teaches students Life Lessons

By Marsha Carwford

Permian Basin Center for Battered
Women and Their Children

n its first semester in Midland
high schools, 37 students gradu-
ated with success from the Recon-
necting-Youth Program, adminis-
tered by the Permian Basin Center
for Battered Women and Their
Children. The program, funded by
a grant from the Texas Commussion
on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, is par
of a national drug abuse-reduction
program based in Seattle. It s also
designed to improve communication
and decision-making skills. Leamn-
ing how to cope with problems,
communicate with teachers and
parents, monitor their school atten-
dance and how to give and take cnit-
icism are among the skills students
leamn in the classes. One participant
in the program was quoted as say-

ing "I skipped a lot last year!" While enrolled in the fall
semester classes, her attendance and grades improved
tremendously. She has become a role model to other stu-

D'Marria Monday and
dasses ot Lee High School,

Leading

Burlington Resources engineer Tom
Bieschke (left) and Vice-President-Mid
(right) present United Way of Midland
Bl e

,100.00 1998 Campaign.
The check represents Burlington’s cor-
porate pledge to United Way. The com-
pany also ran a very successhul
employee campaign.

- e—— S e e S w R — —H—-—-—-I-_I-I-J'r-q—-—-_—-

¢

dents and has a goal to graduate from high school. This
1S just one example of the positive benefits this program
1S having on students 1n the Midland and Odessa schools.

the Way

27 N

Obviously, we also want to thank every com-

to hive.

ters
cy

not only help raise

the benefits of the BBBS
former President and First Lady.

long.
at 687-0195.

Bowl For Kids Sake

You don't have to be a great bowler to bowl
for a great cause. Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Midland needs your talents February 20th for
their third-annual *“Bowl For Kids' Sake."
Bowl For Kids' Sake is Big Brothers Big Sis-
annual fand-raiser, and all ot the mon-
raised stays in Midland to benefit the local
BBBS agency. Bymmghﬂﬁsmym

necessary to match qual-
_ity volunteers with children from single
~homes; you also help to increase community
i awareness about the needs of these children and
This year the
honorary Co-Chairs for Bowl For Kids' Sake are George and Barbara Bush, the

The event will take place at Midland Park Lanes, and will offer the following

four *flights” of bowlers:

10am. - 12 pm.: "BBBS Friends and Family"

12pm.-2pm. : “"Education”

2pm -4pm. : "Business and Professionals*

4pm. -6pm. : "Qil and Gas Industry"

Each bowler who registers will get a sponsor sheet and be asked to collect spon-
sorships, with a minimum total ip of $25. Teams of four will

against each other in the various flights
to the bowling, there will be food, awards, and door prizes given away all day

. Pre-registration is

For more information on Bowl For Kids' Sake, call Big Brothers Big Sisters

pany, business and individual who gave to the
United Way campaign in 1998. Your generos- -
ity will help more than 33,000 people this year. .
You are making your community a better place '
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NO LOCK-OUT HERE

YCMA Youth Basketball
is in Full Swing

By Terry Rudd
YMCA

Midland - The YMCA Youth Bas-
ketball League has officially kicked
off, and you do not have to worry
about these boys and girls holding out
for more money or facing a manage-
ment lock-out. This year the YMCA
has 127 teams (over 1,300 boys and
girls) that you can come out and cheer
for. The kids range from Kindergarten
to 6th grade and play games on Tues-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays.

Volunteers have always played a
key role in YMCA programs and
operations, serving on boards, com-
mittecs and helping with fundraising.
Youth sports is no exception. Vol-
unteer coaches and assistant coaches,
team moms and scorekeepers all
contribute to the success of the pro-
gram. "Without these parents vol-
unteering their ime, these programs
could not exist", says Eddie Venzant,
YMCA Youth Director. With 127
teams participating this year, the
YMCA estimates that over 400 peo-
ple will be volunteering their time for
this program.

Basketball was invented in the

YMCA over 100 years ago. The pop-
ulanity of the sport continues to grow
each year. "Each year we are amazed
at the number of kids interested in
playing", says Mr. Venzant. The

YMCA has three goals for the pro-
gram. The first is to teach the basic
fundamentals of basketball, such as
dnibbling, passing and shooting. The
second 1s to teach kids the importance
of teamwork, and the third is to let the
kids have fun. "We want to use this
program to develop character in these
kids", says Terry Rudd, V.P. of
Operations. "We want to focus on the
four basic values of caring, honesty,
respect and responsibility, and the
sport of basketball allows you the
opportunity to teach these values”.
The YMCA does not keep team stand-
ings, and each child plays at least half
of the game. The YMCA is not about
winning or losing. "These kids will
be exposed to that when they get old-
er", says Mr. Rudd. "We want to
teach these kids about team work,
building self-esteem and sportsman-
ship. We also want the kids to have
fun. If we were to keep team stand-
ings then we would be emphasizing
winning over having fun, and that
would defeat our objective”.

Having fun, isn't that what being a
child’is all about?

For more information about the
YMCA and the programs and services
that are provided please call 682-2551
or stop by any of the three Midland
YMCA facilities.

“Leading this AR (il S X mbkiive/ Hidsletter of

the United Way of Midland, featuring news ond ©
information about the United Way and 16 mem-

ber agericies in Midiand. information appearing on

this poge is compiled and edited by Pat Monacel-

i unless otherwise indicaled. We welcome your R
feedback! Please call the United Way ot 685-7700. ==

UNITED WAY OF MIOLAND » 1209 W. Wall 5t. = Midland, TX 79701 « Ph 685-7700 « Fax 682-4462 Email umitedwaybasinlink.com « Web site: www.unitedwayofmid'and org
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NEW YORK (AP) — Joe
DiMaggioisin grave condition at
his home, permanently bedridden
and using a ventilator, the Daily
News reported Sunday.

The 84-year-old baseball great
was released from the hospital
Jan. 18 because there was nothing

SPORTS '

DiMaggio’s release he was looking
forward to having DiMaggio
throw out the first ball on opening
day April 9 at Yankee Stadium.

Lawyer Morris Engelberg, a
neighbor and longtime friend, vis-
ited DiMaggio on Sunday but did

& COMICS -
| Report: DiMaggio in grave condition

Scoreboard/3C
Comics/6C

his hotel room three decades ago.

The Yankees had wanted him to
throw out the ceremonial first
pitch at the World Series, but by
then he was in the hospital. He cel-
ebrated his 84th birthday in the
hospital Nov. 25, surrounded by
family.

NBC says technical error led to failse
report about baseball great’s death

NEW YORK (AP) — NBC blamed a technician who acci-
dentally pressed a wrong button for its airing Sunday of an
erroneous report on ‘‘Dateline NBC'’ that baseball great Joe

on - - not return calls. Steinbrenner DiMaggio had died.
< ;‘;1‘;;;*3;3‘;;;—3“ 33;3;2";}; referred questions about DiMag-  DiMaggio’s 56-game hitting | The report was corrected about 20 minutes after it was
unidentified source. gio to Engelberg. _ ‘ streak in 1941 is still considered broadcast. :
. DiMaggio spent 99 days in _ DiMaggio entered the hospital one of the greatest feats in all It came on as a crawl, or words running at the bottom of
100 intensive care at Memoria] ©O¢ct-12and had surgery two days sports. the TV screen, at about 7:30 p.m. EST: ““This is an NBC
Regional Hospital in Pfollywuod later to remove a cancerous lung He was voted into the Hall of | News Special Report. Baseball legend Joe DiMaggio has
Fla., after contracting lung can- tUmor. _ Fame in 1955, four years after his | died at his Florida home. He was 84 years old and had.” The
every com- cer. He is too weak to undergo  He then was stricken with retirement, andin 1969 was chosen | message was then cut off.
‘gave to the chemotherapy pneumonia in his left lung and had as the greatest living baseball An NBC employee had typed the report and stored it in
JUr generos- - Although DiMaggio reportedly fluid drained from his lung several player. . NBC's computer earlier in the day after reading a New York
le th - walked out on his own when he left times. He slipped into acomalast ~ DiMaggio played in 11 All-Star | Daily News report that DiMaggio was in grave condition
3G SIS Yo « the hospital, the Daily News said Month and was given last rites. ~ games and 10 World Series in 13 | and using a ventilator. Many news organizations prepare
better place | he was taken home on a stretch.  DiMaggio’s last public appear- seasons with the Yankees. He | obituary material in advance to be able to move quickly

when a major public figure dies.

A technician in NBC’s New York control room inadver-
tently sent the message out live to all the network’s East
Coast affiliates, spokesman Cory Shields said.

O’Neil, Howe to
be featured at WT
Sports Banquet

Staff Report

The ninth annual West Texas Sports
Banquet and Memorabilia Auction on
Wednesday, Feb. 3, at the Holiday Inn
Convention Center will feature one man
who is baseball history and another who
may be guiding a “dynasty of the future.”

John “Buck O'Nell is baseball history.
While the color barrier of the 1930°'s and
40's prevented him from reaching the
Major Leagues as a player, he would lat-
er make an historic breakthrough as
Major League Baseball's first blaek
coach with the Chicago Cubs in 1962

Prior to becoming the Majors’ first
black coach, O’'Neil made an extraordi-
nary mark on baseball as a scout. He is
credited with signing Ernie Banks, Lou

- - ance was Sept. 27, when he was batted .325 with 361 home runs

. eceivin -the- ' : _ * ns,

E{wgﬁu}ii,ﬂg Ce;:e § Fnn-te honored at Yankee Stadium and was a two-time batting champion

Yankees owner Ceurge Stein- received replicas of nine champi- and a three-time most valuable
brenner said at the time of ©nshipringsthatwere stolenfrom player.

SUPER Bowl, XXXIII

{ Brock and Joe Carter, who played in Mid-
2 15 land with the Midland Cubs in his first
3. Port Arthur Lincoin professional year.

4. Crowley As a player, O'Neil spent 17 years with

the Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro
LLeagues and teamed with the legendary

;

' R4 Satchel Paige during the height of the
9. Longview Pine Tree “barnstorming” days when the Negro
10, Waxahachie
. Cisbs 3A League teams traveled across the coun-
q 1. Seminole - try playing countless exhibition games
for the pro 2.0 | y O’Neil now serves as a scout for the
- B = Ag LA "1 __.XKansas City Royals and is chairman of
ch the basic A Glen k1 ~ the board of the Negro Leagues Baseball
all, such as 6. Ciyde Museum and is a member of the Base-
ooting. The ::MI.IVHI ball Hall of Fame veteran s committee
> Importance w Former Houston Astros manager Art
d is to let the :&Lh I | Howe, who now coaches the Oakland Ath-
1t to use this | : Class 2A letics, will also be at the banquet. F“Bas_r-
ter it | . Krum ball America” says that Howe's A’s.
1d ,:,np e;? | ;"w “could become (baseball’s) next
i e | 4 dynasty.”
O S S Atianta Faicons coach Dan Reeves speak ference after arriving at the team’s hotel in Miami on Sunday. The Howe's Athletics have an arsenal of
ng, honesty, 8. Peaster nta ra n s at a news con arriving, eam's n mi on Sunday. _ aet okt Rookie of the
ity, and the - Falcons play the Denver Broncos in Super Bowl XXXIil on Sunday, Jan. 31. JOUDE taichic, INCIUGIME 00 f'ehf] f ;
. s o e : . . Y o e
e e = Super Bowl finally living up to its name | i e forme e
) team stand- A p
1. Brookeland
s at least half . | | Please see BANQUET/2C
& ni:;b;ul im ' By Dave Goldberg But Atlanta also has another incen- Then there’s history.
% kide will 4 Milano AP Football Writer tive, one that was rekindled last week, Elway, win or lose, is almost sure to “.u " M “ \
ot s l:;l 5. Evadale : -2) R with Falcons coach Dan Reevesonone retire after 16 glorious NFL seasons.
£y 0% | g‘m ‘g'_;; MIAMI — No, it's not the Stupor gjde and Broncos coach Mike Shanahan The Broncos, naturally, will use the Memorabilia Auction
We want to | .:m’ 12-2) Bowl any more. The game finally has 3pd quarterback John Elway on the ‘“‘win one for John’ angle to get him a |
team work, | 9. Paducah 172) - come of age. other. second consecutive ring. Elway will be When: Wednesday, February 3.
| sportsman- | 10. . Forthe last decadc, there have been  Reeves, who coached Denver for 12  starting his fifth Super Bowl, the most Doors open at 6 p.m., dinner at 6: 45
kids to have Walk Sports Services) as many exciting Super Bowls as clunk-  ge350ns, believes Shanahan and Elway by any quarterback. p.m., program, 7:30 p.m., auctions
team stand- | 1. Dallas Jesult ers, a departure from the first 20-plus  got him fired by the Broncos after the But history says it will also be a good, throughout the evening.
-mphasizing | 2. San Antonlo games, when only three or four were 992 season. competitive game, as it has been in the Where: Holiday Inn Convention |
2 and thes }m - worth watching. _ “It would probably mean more to lastthree Super Bowls — last year's a Center.
e | 5_"::-“?" And Sunday’s game between the pim getting the Super Bowl trophy 31-24 victory by Denver over Green Bay Cost: Individual tickets $50. chil-
. 6 Dalas Atlanta Falcons and Denver Broncos against us because he was here and the that broke a 13-game losing streak for dren (12-under) $40. Sponsor tables
what th:lﬂg d 7. Beaumont figllres to be Cﬂmpﬂll¥l\'9 again. ) _ way he was dismissed and all the the AFC. $425 (includes seating for fﬂght and a
:m fa?flile:;e;' ‘theld*EIE:Idln#dCll?mflgné;s thlngS thﬂt h*irﬂ'e t’.‘il"(‘u]{:‘ltt‘d Hbﬂl.lt hlS Th!‘ee 'U'f thﬂSE‘ WEI‘(’_ b}* DEHVET. baSEbﬂ" autﬂgraphed by one Of t_he
o abont e 'H:l.m. » y only a touchdown, 1argely  career here,”” Denver tight end Shan- coached by Reeves, which lost by an special guests)
ecause the Falcons were 14-2 during f R vs] 1d f 32 poi 1987, 1988 and : :
h SCTVICES the regular season and proved them- g; * ition if h 1d : : :
sea! ) give him more ammunition if he cou 1990. . In Midland call Ch
all 682-2551 selves by winning at Minnesota last : : > tions: In Midland, ca ristensen
' . weok get it against us. Stadium at 683-4251. In Odessa, call
ree Midland * Please see SUPER/2C Ector County Coliseum at 552-7825.
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America past World

By Ken Rappoport linemates Theo Fleury and Mark Recchi.
AP Hockey Writer “I'd like both for the (New York)

. Rangers."
TAMPA, Fla. — Once again, it was  Agysual, the NHL All-Star game was

Gretzky and goals in the NHL All-Star j4 checking, no hitting and no goaltend-
game. , ing in the wide-open midseason game

Led by Wayne Gretzky, the greatest that has become a nightmare for net-
All-Star of them all, the goals came fast inders.

and easy as the North America team beat All-Star games in the previous nine

the World team 8-6 Sunday in another typ- games of the decade have averaged 16.5

ical "90s shootout. goals — a direct contrast to the regular

1 was II;-ECII:}HIIEGI ?PGDIH}’I{W“h‘EW':; season that has produced a steady
very unselfish players,”” Gretzky said o
Please see NHL/3C

Jacks rock past Wizards

ﬂ Ted Battles was answered again Sunday night in

MRT Correspondent this taut battle that found the Jacks

- hanging on for dear life the final two
ODESSA— After a night of WCW periods

wrestling and Tough Man competition, “I didn't know if I'd play or not, but I

ice hockey returned to the Jack Shack  decided to try,” Laine said, “I took my

(sometimes referred to as the Ector full shifts the first period and then only

County Coliseum) when the Odessa three or four shifts the final two peri-

Jackalopes edged Waco's Wizards, the ods. I feel good.”

WPHL Central Division leaders, 3-2, in Scoring two goals and an assist,

a tension fraught shootout. . including the dramatic game winner in
If there was ever any question as to '

wha].'Sami Laine means to this team, it

AP Pholo
North American All-Star Wayne Gretzky, left, waves to teammates, including Ray

Bourque (77), after being named the Most Valuable Player in the 1999 NHL All-Star
game Sunday afternoon at the ice Palace <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>