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The first time, two of the top teams in the country met in the
Great Eight. The second time, two of the top teams in the
country will meet in the Final Four. The game Saturday

Final Four

night between top-ranked Duke and Michigan State is far | upt

more important, of course. And this time the winner gets to
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play for the national championship on Monday night./1B
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TODAY
Mostly cloudy
with high in
mid-60s. _ ‘

Weather on 4A /

Oilmen say further cuts needed

B Policy toward lraq is

still crippling domestic
industry, men charge.
By Mella McEwen

Staff Writer

The economic crisis in the
domestic energy industry could be
eased if the Clinton administration
would act to restrict imports,
according to three Permian Basin
men who recently took this mes-
sage to Washington.

“Even with recent price
increases, we still have extreme-
ly low oil prices — the lowest since
World War Il — and we needed to
get our plight before Washington,”
independent oilman Jim Henry
said Friday.

Henry, president of Henry
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Petroleum and president of the
Permian Basin Petroleum Asso-
ciation, was one of three area par-
ticipants in the recent “Crude
Awakening.”

The nationwide event was spon-
sored by the Independent Petro-
leum Association of America.

Crude prices closed above $16 on
the New York Mercantile
Exchange Friday, strengthened
by gasoline futures that rose to 10-
month highs following a fire
Thursday at a Chevron refinery in
California.

Henry and Bob Landreth, anoth-
er Midland independent oil pro-
ducer, said the primary cause of
low o1l prices is the administra-
tion’s policy on Iraqg’s “Oil for
Food” program.

Currently, proceeds from Iraq’s

Please see OIL/4A
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MFHS students '
rehearse future
‘Career Choices’ ™

-

ne of the most important
decisions teens will make
is what to do with the rest

of their lives. More often than
not, teen-agers will change their
minds many times as the clock
counts down toward graduation.

In an attempt to help some students
with their decisions, Rene Ralston of the
Texas State Technical College in Sweet-
water and Midland Freshman High
School dean of students, Linda Harris,
talked to students about “Career Choic-
es” Thursday at Midland Freshman.

The purpose of the presentation was to
inform parents and students about future
career options, provide information on
emerging occupations and “to stress to
parents that college is not the only door
to a successful career,” Ms. Harris said.

The women's presentations included
the option of technical schools.

“It used to be that students needed to
go to a four-year university to get a good
job,” Ms. Harris said. “Now the pendu-
lum has swung the other direction. We
are needing more and more technical
workers.”

The program, a first for Midland Inde-
pendent School District, was presented
before students preregister for classes for
the next school year so those interested
in technological fields can take some
basic courses at Midland High School and
Midland College, Ms. Harris said.

One of the students at the event was
Manuela Urias. Ms. Urias and her
father, Enrique Urias, went to the pre-
sentation so she could think about her
future.

“They talked to my dad and he said,
‘let’s go see about getting you a career
for your life,”” Ms. Urias said. “All my
brothers and sister have gon~ (to college
or technical school) and they told me,
‘you really can’t get by without going to
school.””

Please see CAREER/4A

Above: Manuela Urias and her father,
Enrique, attended the “Career Choices”
presentation Thursday at Midland Fresh-
man High School.

At left: Rene Ralston of the Texas State
Technical College in Sweetwater talked to
Midiand Freshman High School students
about “Career Choices.”

Photos by Brian Adamcik/Reporter-Telegram
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Group offers
skills to find
employment

By Mella McEwen

Staff Writer

ith Midland unemploy-
ment climbing to 6.5
percent, local churches

have begun working to help

unemployed Midlanders find
new work.

One project is Next Steps, Midland’s
Job Network, which offers support to
those affected by the energy industry’s
economic downturn.

“Next Steps grew out of a concern that
the church be in a position to minister
to those undergoing transition or suf-
fering the stress of unemployment or job
insecurity in this downturn,” said David
Cameron, minister of education at First
United Methodist Church. The group
meets weekly and hosts speakers on a
variety of topics.

At the most recent meeting, executive
search expert Fred Pierce of Pierce &
Associates described ways to find job
openings, submit eye-catching resumes
and have successful interviews.

The meeting drew only a modest
crowd, but one attendant, Hank Kirk,
said he picked up some valuable point-
ers about resumes and interviewing
techniques.

“Most opportunities are hidden,”
Pierce began. In his profession, “we
know about 10 to 15 percent of the job
openings. The majority are found by
word of mouth and personal network-
ing.”

Because most people don’'t change
jobs too often, “there’s a lot of fear and
trepidation about what to do and where
to go. I learned a long time ago that
employers look for people with native
intelligence, honesty, who understand
commitment and loyalty, are straight-
forward and are self-assured. I can
teach anyone to paint a wall, hang a door

Please see SKILL/4A
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Kosovo conflict draws
attention of economists

By Rick Lopez

Staff Writer

For months, fighting has raged across Kosovo, killing more than

2,000 people in a battle over the historic Serbian province.
Images of massacres and other atrocities have been captured in news
videos since 1989, when Slo-

bodan Milosevic took away
. HG'&ted StOﬂOSIGA, 7A the province’s autonomy.
But now that the United
States and their NATO allies have intervened and issued raids on
Yugoslavia, more Americans have opened their to the crisis, said
Witold J. Lukaszewski, a Sam Houston State University political sci-
ence professor.

The United States still sees itself as an extension of European pow-
er, he said. United States, viewed as the leader in NATO, is often seen
as the guarantor of international peace, he said. _

“The U.S. went to war to defeat Nazis and others communists in

y

Please see KOSOVO/4A
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BIG SPI“ING — Perry S. Dai-
ly, 91, of Big Spring, died Thurs-
day, March 25, at a Midland hos-
pital.

Services ‘re tobe 10 a.m. Mon-
day, March 29, at Myers & Smith
Chapelwith I.he Rey. Don Snipes
officiating. Burial is to follow at
Trinity Memorial Park under the
direction of Myers & Smith
Funeral Home in Big Spring.

He was born April 26, 1907, in
Big Spring, .

He was a carpenter and a con-
tractor. He was a member of
Baptist Temple Church.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Techla Daily, Nov. 13
1998.

Survivors include a son, Perry
L. Daily of Midland; three sis-
ters, Era Davis of Dallas, Clau-
dia Chambers and Grady Nourse,
both of Stockton, Calif.: a broth-

er, Orbin Daily of Big Spring; one

granddaughter; and several

nieces and nephews.

Tomi Dean

Tomi Jane Dean died Thurs-
day, March 25, at her Midland
home.

Services are tobe 2 p.m. today,
March 27, at Ellis Funeral Home

Chapel. Burial is to follow at
Resthaven Memorial Park under
the direction of Ellis Funeral
Home.

She was born July 8,
Lamesa.

She moved to Midland Novem-
ber 1966. She worked with The
Centers for Families and Chil-
dren nearly 30 years, before
retiring in 1997.

Survivors include her husband,
Johny Dean of Midland; a daugh-
ter, Cristy Dean of Midland; a
brother, Michael Childers of Cal-
ifornia; and a grandson.

1943, 1n

Joyce Bellomy

KERRVILLE — Former Mid-
lander Joyce Adele Bellomy, 66,
died Thursday, March 25, at her
Kerrville residence.

Graveside services are to be 10
a.m. today, March 27, at Garden
of Memories Cemetery with the
Rev. Thomas W. Currie 111 offi-
ciating. Memorial services will
be 1 p.m. today at First Presby-
terian Church in Kerrville, under
the direction of Kerrville Funer-

4

OBITUARIES

P4 = ~

Robert Hobbs

Robert A. Hobbs died on Thurs-
day, March 25, 1999, at the age of
79. He was born on October 19,
1919, in Los Angeles, California.
He attended grade school iIn

TODAY S FUNERALS

TOMI DEAN
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al Home.

She was born April 27, 1932, in
Detroit.

She taught at Midland and Lee
high schools for many years and
at Schreiner College. She was a
member of the League of Women
Voters and First Presbyterian
Church. She had lived in Ker-
rville for the past 17 years.

Survivors include a brother,
Bruce B. Bellomy of Knoxville,
Tenn: and two nieces and a
nephew.

Memorials may be made to
the Humane Society of Kerrville.

Sylvia Holguin

STANTON — Sylvia Ramirez
Holguin of Homestead, Fla., died
Sunday, March 21, in Miami.

Funeral Mass is to be 10 a.m.
Monday, March 29, at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Stanton with
the Rev. Arturo Pestin and Ernie
Sanchez officiating. Burial 1s to
follow at St. Joseph Catholic
Cemetery under the direction of
Stanton Memorial Funeral
Home. Rosary is to be recited
7:30 p.m. today, March 27, and
Sunday, March 28, at the funeral
home.

She was born July 7,
Fort Morgan, Colo.

She worked as a waitress.

Survivors include three sons,
Manuel Holguin Jr. and Joe L.
Holguin, both of Coahoma, and
Raul A. Ramirez of Midland;
her mother, Carmen Baeza of
Midland: her father, Santos
Ramirez Jr. of Phoenix, Ariz.; a
brother, Santos Ramirez III of
Midland: and five sisters, Jessie
Ramirez, Santa M. Ramirez,
Crystal J. Ramirez and Monica
.. Ramirez, all of Midland and
Inez Ramirez of Homestead, Fla.

1968, 1n

Howard Salisbury

BIG SPRING — Howard Salis-
bury, 78, died Thursday, March
25, at a Big Spring hospital.

Services are to be 2 p.m. Mon-
day, March 29, at First United
Methodist Church in Big Spring
with the Rev. Ed Williamson offi-
ciating. Burial is to follow at
Trinity Memorial Park under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home in Big
Spring.

He was born April 22, 1920, In
North Ridgeville, Ohio.

He worked at Hall-Bennett

Toronto, Canada, and high school
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He
attended Michigan State Univer-
sity in Lansing, Michigan, and
Olivet College, where he met his
wife, Carole Cornell. They were
married in August 1942. He joined
the U.S. Navy Air Corp In July
1941 and was called to active
duty September 1941. and was in
the first war class at Corpus
Christi. He served two tours of
carrier duty in the Pacific as a
fighter pilot, receiving five air
medals and a Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross. He returned to Michi-
gan State University January
1946, earning a master's degree In
geology. He was employed by
Texaco, Warren Petroleum and
finally Gulf Oil Corp. for 27 years.
He retired in November 1979 due
to poor health. He enjoyed being

AssisfTfance

A UTHORIZED
BANKRUPTCY
PETITION PREPARER.
Free initial consultation.
Call for appointment.
Stephen C. Murphy
915-682-6030

Hospital in Big Spring, was
administrator of Pecos County
Hospital in Fort Stockton 21
years, then returned to Hall-Ben-
nett for a number of years. He
was a member of First United
Methodist Church, Big Spring
Squares, Downtown Lions Club,
was past president of the Council
on Aging, and was a volunteer
and delivered Meals on Wheels
for 17 years.

Survivors include his wife,
Ruth Thomas Salisbury of Big
Spring; three daughters, Anne
Gilley of Midland, Betty Kithcart
of Phoenix, Ariz., and Kay Castle
of Midland; a son, Tom Salisbury
of Bellevue, Wash.; a sister, Lau-
ra Bainbridge of Mesa, Ariz.;
seven grandchildren; and many
nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be made to
First United Methodist Church,
P. 0. Box 1229, Big Spring, Texas

79721-1229: or the donor’s favorite
charity.

W. R. Purser

BIG SPRING —W. R. Purser,
76, died Thursday, March 25, at a
Big Spring hospital.

Services are to be 4 p.m. Mon-
day, March 29, at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Rosewood Chapel with
Carroll Kohl officiating. Military
graveside rites will follow at
Trinity Memorial Park by Good-
fellow Air Force Base in San
Angelo. Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home in Big
Spring.

He was born Aug. 24, 1922, in
Big Spring.

He lived in Stanton before mov-
ing to Big Spring. He was a mem-
ber of the Methodist church.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Katie F. Randell Purs-
er, on Aug. 13, 1992.

Survivors include two sons,
Rick Purser of Big Spring and
William R. Purser Jr. of Napa,
Calif.; a daughter, Beverly Van
Gundy of San Jose, Calif.; a sis-
ter, Nora Kennedy of Grass Val-
ley, Calif.; five grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to
Permian Basin Chapter of Ex-
POWs, 2711 Lynn, Big Spring,
Texas 79720.

Mary Koger

BIG SPRING — Mary Louise

a member of the Confederate Air

Force.

Mr. Hobbs is survived by his
wife, Carole Hobbs of Midland;
his daughter and her husband,
Leslie and Fred King of Houston;
and his granddaughter, Amelia
King of Houston.

A memorial service has been
scheduled for Monday at 11 a.m.
in First Presbyterian Church
with Dr. Jerry Hilton officiating.

Ellis Funeral Home is handling

the arrangements.

The family requests, in lieu of
flowers, memorials be directed to

Community Children’s Clinic, P.

0. Box 3328, Midland, Texas 79702

or Midland Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary, 2200 W. Illinois, Mid-
land, Texas 79701.
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Koger, 80, died Thursday, March
25, at a Big Spring nursing center.

No public services are planned.
Arrangements are under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home in Big
Spring.

She was born March 17, 1919, in
Big Spring: |

She taught in the Big Spring
school system for more than 25
years. She was a member of St.
Mary's Episcopal Church.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, M. R. Koger, on
March 18, 1995.

Survivors include a daughter,
Karon Passow of El Paso; a
brother, William W. Inkman of
Big Spring; a sister, Camille
Boykin of Dallas; and two grand-
daughters.

Memorials may be made to
the charity of your choice.

Luther Armstrong

Luther L. Armstrong died Fri-
day, March 26, at a local hospital.

Funeral services are pending
with Ellis Funeral Home.

Brenda Fitzgerald
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‘Art Rocks!’ chosen as theme of

annual Celebration of the Artg

mem

“Art Rocks! " has been selected as
the theme of this year’s Celebration
of the Arts, scheduled for May 14-16
at Midland Center.

The COA T-shirt — which is sold
to benefit the celebration’s sponsor,
Arts Assembly of Midland — i1s a
visual pun on the celebration’s
theme, according to Linda Bond,
assembly executive director. The
shirt was designed by San Angelo
artist Joan Mertz.

She said the celebration theme
was selected by volunteers “to
evoke the energy and excitement
inherent in the creative process,
extending to all forms of art,” she
said.

The Distinguished Artist for the
16th annual festival is former Mid-
lander Art Cole. Cole, founder of
Midland Community Theatre, spent

42 years designing and directing

some 350 stage productions. A self-
taught “Sunday painter,” his water-
colors, oils and portraits are now in
private and corporate collections in
Canada, Europe, the Bahamas,
Mexico, and the United States, said
Robin Sams, COA co-chair.

Cole retired in 1981 and now
resides in Santa Fe. His water col-
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Sln Angaln lﬂllt Joan Mertz
designed the shirt for this year's
Celebration of the Arts. The theme
of the 16th annual festival is “Art
Rocks!”

Celebration of the Arts is a three-
day festival of the visual and per-
forming arts featuring both local
and visiting artists. It includes
entertainment, arts and crafts and
food booths.

The event begins 6: 30 p.m. May 14
with a Preview Party and continues
10 a.m.-6 p.m. May 15 and noon-5
p.m. May 16.

Admission on May 15-16 is $3 for
adults, $2 for senior citizens, and $1
for children 3 to 12. Children under

by
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Brenda F. Fitzgerald, 58, died or “Apache Canyon Church” is fea- 3 are free. |
Thursday, March 25. | tured on this year’s COA limitededi-  For more information call 687-
Services are pending with Pip- tion poster. 1149.

kin Funeral Home.

POLICE REPORTS

Midland Police Department
Thursday
Criminal mischief: Criminal mis-

Gladys Oliver

Gladys Oliver, 88, died Thurs-
day, March 25.

Services are pending with Pip-
kin Funeral Home.

Midland County Sheriff’s Office
Thursday
Theft: A wheelbarrow was taken

chief was reported at 710 W. Ohio at 10105 W. County Road 50. It was
Ave. It was reported at 7: 57 a.m.

Office DEPOT

reported at 3: 27 p.m.
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Ez Sandra Soblern[

Associated Press

. TUNIS, Tunisia — Girls whose legs are
‘burned with acid because ankles peek from
beneath their skirts. Teen- -agers raped and
pressed into slavery. Trained professional
‘women denied jobs and forced to beg for food.

Hillary Rodham Clinton decried such snap-

shots from Algeria and Afghanistan on Fri-
.day, and condemned Islamic fundamentalists
Iﬂ?ere who brutalize women in the name of reli-
£Lion.
. "'Those who perpetrate these hateful deeds
pervert the great religion in whose name they
«¢laim to act,”’ the first lady said at a women’s
‘rights conference in the Tunisian capital, less
.than a three-hour'’s drive from the Algerian
‘border.
. The tens of thousands of Algerians killed by
Islamic radicals over seven years of fighting
“‘'were victims of a war that is civil in name
only,” Mrs. Clinton said, noting that she spoke
on behalf of her husband and the American
people.

She exhorted her audience of about 1,000

Permain Basin Girl Scout Council to honor 18 ‘Women of Distinction’

liTho:ma who perpetrate these
hateful deeds pervert the great
religion in whose name they

claim to act.’
— Hillary Rodham Clinton

mostly professional Tunisian women, who
enjoy a progressive variety of rights, also to
speak out against Afghanistan, where women

‘are being brutalized by the Taliban once
again in the name — the misused name — of
religion.”

In keeping with the non-confrontational
style she’s adopted toward her host govern-
ments on this 12-day North African tour, now
at its midpoint, Mrs. Clinton made r.nnl;,r !
thickly veiled reference to Tunisia’s tight
clamp on political freedoms.

The government in this tiny country
wedged between volatile Libya and Algeria
maintains stability by imprisoning its critics
and restricting the creation of political par-

1 LocAL & WORLD
First lady condemns Islamic radicals in Algeria, Afghanistan

ties and nongovernmental organizations.

“We must speak out when women are
stopped from starting NGO’s, from freely
expressing their views, or participating in the
political process,”” Mrs. Clinton said.

From Tunis, the first lady and her
entourage ventured 100 miles south to the old
Muslim holy city of Kairouan. She toured one
of the nation’s 23 family-planning and abor-
tion clinics.

Contraceptives and abortions are provided
free to Tunisian women.

"“Tunisia’s far-sighted and successful fam-
ily planning policies have played an important
role in advancing the status of women,’’ Mrs.
Clinton said.

Inside the spotless clinic, she smiled and
nodded when gynecologist Rached Nagra
sald he encourages men to consider vasec-
tomies instead of looking to women to take
care of contraception.

“I agree with that,”” Mrs. Clinton said. “You
are the first health clinic I've visited any-
where in the world that has recognized that.
I'm very impressed.”’

From Staff Flggrts _

Texas first lady Laura Bush
and Midland volunteer Joan
Baskin are among the 18 women
who will be honored at the eighth
.annual Women of Distinction
Scholarship Banquet tonight at
the Petroleum Club.

The women who were chosen
were honored for active partici-
pation in their communities and
helping to improve the quality of
life, according to a Cindy Shelton,
with the Permian Basin Girl Scout
Council.

The other honorees are Donna
Adams, volunteer from Fort
Davis; Iris Correa, executive
director of MANO in Odessa: Iris

Foster, in public relations at
Samaritan Counseling Center;
Linda Foster, area manager with
Southwestern Bell in Midland;
Alma Guerrero, principal of
Odessa High School; Elsie S. Hug-
ly, volunteer in Midland; Mar-
garet E. Kerley, grant writer with
Ector County Independent School
District;: Janet Frizell Kopec, a
consultant and lecturer from Gar-
land: Joan Lamkin, volunteer in
Marathon; Mary Lucille Kiser
Laquey, volunteer in McCamey,
Carolyn Medlock, claims supervi-
sor for the city of Odessa; Mary
Kay Moore, Odessa assistant city
manager; Alice Park, volunteer in
Midland; Deana L. Savage, asso-

ciate vice president of instruction
at Midland College; Debra
Thomas, executive director of the
West of the Pecos Museum in
Pecos: and Brooke M. Wiseman,
former executive director of the
Permian Basin Girl Scout Council,
and now executive director of the
Girl Scouts of Chicago.

Also at the banquet, three Per-
mian Basin Girl Scouts will

receive scholarships. (named for
the women who initiated them):
Midlander Reagan Viney, Janice
Eleanor Hill Matthews Gold
Award Scholarship; Liberty Lentz
of Kermit, Mary Wynn Hinkle

Gold Award Scholarship; and
Amanda Havens of Alpine, Betty
Jo Greene Morgan Graduating
Senior Scholarship.
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Jesus came back to life. Why can't your faith do the same?’
Come join us this Easter as we celebrate the miracle of the resurrection

(_ The Episcopal Church Welcomes You )

Church of the Holy Trimity St. Nicholas’ Church
1400 W. Illinois * 683-4207 2900 Princeton Ave. * 694-8856

*3:00 AM, *8:50 AM, *11:05 AM, &
5:15 PM, Holy Eucharist

8 *9:15 AM Moming Prayer & Praise
10:05 AM Christian Education 500 PM La Santa Eocaristia ®
o e i m Cr + Use Gash, Check, Visa or Mastercar
11:00 AM Holy Eucharist Hclltng $:30 PM in the Cloister
*7:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Thursday, April | 9 j
Foot Washing *8:00 PM Holy Eucharist,
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QUARTER SALE!

Candle Company

2400 W. INDIANA - MIDLAND.TX 79701
570-5163 - 687-0699 FAX
MARSHA MERRELL, Owner
Open M-W-F9-6 T-Th 9-5 SAT. 10-2

£ &
S DeBOM S
It your faith has died,

what better time than
Easter to resurrect it?

*8:00 AM, *10:30AM Holy Eucharist
*9:15 AM Sunday School

T

END OF

TODAY ONLY!

..-"‘rl

PRICES SI.ASHED'

TO SPEED UP SELLING
SATURDAY 10-6 - CLOSED PALM SUNDAY

———————

(lesaqpeatie- fitrii:

DREXEL HERITAGE

Great $2 Million Furniture

2101 West Wadley Avenue, Midland

Disposal & Remodeling Sale!

1
9
9

9
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WEATHER

3-day forecast

Midland forecast

_ ) 7/
Today Sunday Monday
Mostly cloudy Mostly cloudy Mostly cloudy
High 65 High 70 High 71
Low 45 Low 43 Low 44

Today's forecast calls for cloudy skies with a 60 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms with a high of 60-65 and southeast winds

blowing at 10-20 mph.

Tonight's forecast calls for mostly cloudy skies with a 50 percent
chance of showers and a low in the mid-40s. |

Sunday’s forecast calls for mostly cloudy skies with a 30 percent
chance of showers and a high near 70.

After an overnight low of 49, Friday’s high reached 60, compared to
the record high for that date of 90 set in 1956. The record low of 20 was

set 1n 1965.

Yosterdafy's precipitation
Rainfall Friday ..... ... 0.00 in.
Rainfall Thursday . ... .. 0.00 in.
Total for month ... ... ..0.601n.
Total for year ......... 0.93 1n.

Normal total yr to date ..1.52 in.

Sunrise ... 6:44 a.m.
Sunset ... 7:05 p.m.

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day

Yesterday's temperatures
HIER . .ous o i & anmera 60
LOW = .o 5 cnas 5 vare s 49
Normalhigh ......... 74
Normallow .......... 43
Pollen count

Trees: High Weeds: Low
Grass: Absent Molds: Low

Dust: Low Warnings: Trees
Courtesy: John D. Bray, MD.

National forecast

The AccuWeather® forecast for noon, Saturday, March 27.

Wu

© 1999 AccuWeather, Inc. COLD WA RM STATIONARY
Prossure: | | T . . —
@ [ M B B3 B3 E L s ab

High Low Showers Rain

T-storms Flurries Snow ice

Sunny PL Cloudy Cloudy

‘@ A ssocated Press

United States temperatures

Temperatures indicate previous day s hgh and
overmnight low 1o 7-:00 pm EST

.................... Ml Lo Prc Otik
Akron Ohwo 45 22 chr
Albany N Y S0 24 cir
Albuguergue 67 45 cay
Allentown Pa 52 24 cay
Anchorage 40 25 coy
Asheviile e 43 22 cdy
Atianta 58 37 cdy
Atlantc City . A8 28 m
Austin 70 51 cay
Bammore S0 32 L g
Baton Rouge 66 45 cir
Bithngs 7 46 cdy
Birmingham 57 33 cir
Bismarck 68 38 cdy
Bose 51 46 05 cdy
Boston 44 30 cir
Brdgeport 45 30 cdy
Brownsville 75 68 cdy
Buftalo 43 25 chr
Burlington Vi 43 29 cir
Caribou Maine 41 23 01 cir
Casper 69 38 chr
Charleston S C S0 50 12 cay
Charleston W Va 53 30 clr
Chariotte. N C 52 46 cdy
Chattanooga 57 38 cdy
Cheyenne 66 28 coy
Chicago 44 30 chr
Cincinnati 46 29 cir
Cleveland 37 29 cir
Colorado Springs 69 29 cdy
Columbea S.C 48 48 33 cdy
Dayton 45 25 cir
Daytona Beach 78 59 cir
Danver - 33 cdy
Des Mones 54 27 cdy
Detron 45 24 chr
Duluth 51 27 cdy
Elkins 50 18 cir
Ene 37 30 cir
Eugene 50 39 06 m
Evansviiie 49 30 clr
Fairbanks 20 29 cdy
Fargo 55 33 m
Flagsta®™ 60 29 cir
Fhrt 47 17 cir
Fort Smith 61 33 cdy
Fort Wayne 47 25 cir
Fresno 70 52 clr
Goodiand 62 32 coy
Grand Junction 71 44 cdy
Grand Rapids 50 20 cir

State forecast

Texas temperatures

Highest temperature last 12 hours, lowes! past 18
hours and precipitation for 24 hours at 6 p.m

Low Pcp
Abilane

Ahce

Amaniio

Arkngton

Austin Bergstrom
Austin Musiier
Beaumont
Brownswilie

Bumet

Childress -
College Station
Conroe .
Corpus Christi
Corsicana

Cotulla

Dalhart

Dallas Love Field

Del Rio

Denton

DFW Airport

El Paso

Fort Stockion

Fort Worth Alllance87
Fort Worth Meacham
Harlingen .

0.04

003

Y288 8RR IR 2222R 8220329
A8 ZE28BL5222528520988482

CAREER: Ms. Urias wants to take cosmetology

(From 1A)

Ms. Urias said that she is not sure
what classes she wants to take, but
she has a good idea of what she
wants to do.

“I want to take cosmetology,”
Ms. Urias said. “I have always
wanted to take it, ‘cause other
ﬁlmay o away, but I will always

ve work.

“My sister, Maria Flores, is a
ygist. She lives in Min-

syl

nesota right now
?' L] J':Ljﬂljl*—. [ ] l = I
1< =¥ . 1 P -
Ll 5 Sl P
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Great Falls 53 41 cdy
Green Bay 52 21 cir
Greensboro N C 53 ¥ 01 cdy
Harrisburg 54 26 cdy
Hartford Spghd 52 25 ooy
Helena 48 37 cdy
Honolulu a2 68 03 m
Kansas City 55 28 coy
Knoxville 40 40 ooy
Lake Charles 68 48 cir
Lansing a7 15 cir
Las Vegas 79 60 clr
Lexington a7 27 clr
Lincoin 58 19 coy
Little Rock 60 36 clr
Los Angeles 64 49 12 cir
Memphis 54 37 clr
Miami Beach B4 85 T2 cir
Milwaukee 43 23 chr
Mpis-St Paul 53 23 cdy
Mobie 65 43 cir
Montgomery 62 39 cir
Nashwille 52 33 cir
New Orieans B5 51 cir
New York City 50 33 coy
Newark 52 N cdy
Norfolk Va 48 43 m
North Platte 59 33 m
Oxlahoma City 61 35 cdy
Omaha 59 25 cdy
Philadeiphia 51 32 m
Phoenix T2 66 clr
Pittsburgh 47 24 cir
Richmond 49 34 m
Sacramento 67 47 cir
St Louis 47 30 cir
St Thomas B4 76 cdy
Salem Ore 49 30 03 m
Salt Lake City 63 47 cdy
San Diego 62 52 20 cir
San Francisco 58 49 cir
Seattie 45 38 07 m
Shrevepon 65 43 clr
Sioux City 80 20 cdy
Sioux Falls 56 28 cay
South Bend 48 18 clr
Tallahassee T 48 cir
Tampa-5t Pirsbg 76 85 cir
Toledo 44 25 cir
Topeka 58 24 cdy
Tulsa 60 31 cay
Tupeio 57 K.} cir
Washington D.C 52 34 Ly
W Paim Beach B8 59 32 Cir
Wichita 57 28 cody

Hondo

Houston Hobby
Houston Intrctnl
Huntsville

Junction

Kingsville

Laredo

Longview

Lubbock

Lufian

Marta

McAllen

McKinney

Midland

Mineral Wells
Navy Corpus

New Braunisis
Palacios

Pars

Rockport

San Angelo

San Antonio
Shreveport, La
Terredl . . .
Texarkana, Ar . . .
Tyler .
Victoria
Waco
Wichita Falls . :

0.01

0.01

0.01

0.01

ARITIRI2IE22E2I22RIZZNGS

0.01

0.01

BELR2BLLEAYREREEERESEAETISGSGERN

2222

perm.’ She told me, ‘see, you can
make lots of money doing this.’”

Ms. Urias said that although she
already had career goals before she
went to the presentation, she thinks
that some of the things said were
very important.

“If I hadn’t made up my mind
about going to school I think I would
have after what said,” Ms

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 199

(From 1A)

sale of oil is allocated through the United
Nations for food and medicine. In addition,
the country receives $300 million every six
months to increase production capacity,
they said. At present, the U.N. allows Iraq to
export $5.26 billion in oil every six months —
2.9 million barrels daily at $10 per barrel —
though Iraq is only exporting 2.1 million bar-

rels daily.

Landreth said that cutting Iraq’'s exports
“just a little” — to 2 million barrels daily —
would benefit the domestic industry.

“It would benefit the world and stabilize
world production if Iraqi exports were cut to
2 million barrels,” Henry agreed.

The third member of the Permian Basin
delegation was Ruben Ramirez, an oil-field
worker who has been laid off from his job in
Kermit. He is also president of the Permian
Basin council of the League of Unifed Latin

American Citizens (LULAC).

Noting that he was the first Hisp
the first non-union worker to addr
issue, Ramirez said that he attended th
ly because “we’re the workers who work 16
hour days, we are the backbone of the indus-
try. We are people who should be respected.
As a worker, and as a laid-off worker, I'll con-
tinue this fight until something is done. I'm
fighting for the right cause — that everyone
should be treated fairly. I'm the face of the

(From 1A)

or drill a well but I can’'t teach
them honesty and straightfor-
wardness. I teach my recruits
that if they can draw on those val-
ues thev learned as a child, it will
be helpiul in their job search.”

A first step is to identify job
openings. While some applicants
find jobs through help-wanted ads,
Pierce said people should be
aware that they will be one of
many responding in a short peri-
od of time and could easily be over-

looked.

He recommended following up a
week or two later with a phone call
or letter. He also pointed out that
want ads can be a valuable source
of information in terms of a com-
pany profile, specific job require-
ments and daily priorities.

Strong sources of job openings
include professional organizations,
peers who a person has worked
with either at the same company
or through business ventures,
trade journals, trade shows, trade
conferences, civic groups like
churches, clubs, non-profit orga-
nizations, even family and friends,

(From 1A)

Europe in two world wars and the
Cold War, so it’s obvious that the
U.S. cares what happens to
Europe,” Lukaszewski said. “It's
important to our economic, mili-
tary and humanitarian security.
That’s the reason that we're there
now.”

American families with loved
ones in the military fear the Koso-
vo conflict might reach the level of
killings seen in Bosnian battles.
This week’s air raids also drew
more attention to the conflict and
proved to spectators that both
countries are now armed with
weapons more sophisticated than
ever before.

“They have more weapons avail-
able that can kill more people. It's
no longer just bows and arrows,” he
said.

Kosovo also has the potential to
leave a multi-million-dollar dent in
the Texas economy, economists
say. The Russian ruble, which pur-
chased huge amounts of industrial
machinery, chemicals and
processed foods from Texas last
year, is at its worst.

“The comments out of Russia,
throwing the NATO guys out of
Moscow and breaking off contact,

ByRicklopez

Staff Writer

For the first time in days, Tam-
my Jones was able to enjoy a
night’s sleep in her own bed, instead
of an unfamiliar hotel room.

She’s no longer desperate to pick
up the phone on the first ring and
about not spending entire days
inside a stuffy courthouse.

Ms. Jones’ quest to bring three of
her children back to Midland has
finally come to an end.

On March 15, Ms. Jones and her
13-year-old daughter, Angel, came
home from a trip to Georgia only to
find the rest of their family missing.
Five days went by before Ms. Jones
was told her children — Rebecca,
15, Theresa, 13, and Terry, 4 — went
on a cross-country excursion with
their father, Ronald Jones.

Jones has said that he and his chil-
dren took a trip to Arkansas, and
were heading to Flagstaff, Ariz.,
when the family’s car broke down
in Amarillo.

They hitchhiked to Albuquerque,

Correction

Chesapeake Interiors will not
close during the upcoming
remodeling.

lncorre;lt 4nf::rmatlon was
provided ednesday’s Busi-
ness Scene column.

Reporter-Telegram

The
regrets the error |

Ramirez

ic and
S the

Pilerce said.

“Build your network to as many
people as possible,” he suggested.
“And let them know your skills and
what you want to accomplish.”

Research is also crucial, he said,
particularly after a job seeker
has targeted a company with
which he would like to interview.
He recommends finding out who
the management is, who has the
hiring authority and thoroughly
researching the company’s prod-
ucts, its competitors, market
share and any other information
that might be useful.

The next step is to send In a
resume.

In the 20 years he has been in the
executive search business, Pierce
said he has learned that “man-
agers spend about nine to 11 sec-
onds deciding if they want to read
an emtire resume. So you have nine
to 10 seconds to make an impres-
sion.

“I've found resumes need to be
individually designed, as unique as
the job you’'re app'ving for. If you
do a generic res! 1e, you may
leave out something that's impor-
tant to that company or cover up

oil-field worker. People need to see the real
face of the industry, the people who are los-
ing their homes, their cars.”

Participants also showed their support for
legislation, proposed by U.S. Sen. Pete
Domenici (R- New Mexico), that would pro- revail. But if they’'re dumping a product at
vide the industry with marginal tax credits, B
enhanced recovery incentives, alternative
minimum tax relief and an increase iIn
depletion allowance, among other benefits.
The benefits would apply when imports
- exceed 50 percent, and they currently are at
57 or 58 percent, Henry said.

“We see (a restriction of imports) as the
most meaningful solution for the short-term
.." Landreth said. “But representatives turn
the topic to tax incentives. We tell them tax
relief isn't helpful if you don't have any

- s

OIL: Group shows support for Domenici tax cut

-

Henry

done.”

3 - - - - -

income to be taxed. The Domenici bill is
excellent and when we get back on our feet
it will have a positive effect.”

The difficulty is balancing the desire for
free trade with the need to prevent the dis-
mantling of the oil industry by having cheap
imports dumped on the U.S. market, Lan-
dreth said.

Henry said that cheap imports are picking
off American industries one by one and the
administration is allowing that to happen.in
the spirit of free trade. He thinks that the low-
cost producer should prevail.

“In West Texas, we’'ve been free-traders,
opposing government intervention. But when
policy lets cheap imports kill an industry,
something needs to be done. If they can pro-
duce a product at a lower cost, they should

elow their costs in order to eliminate U.S.
capacity so they can dominate the market
and then raise prices, something needs to be

Landreth said that even though prices are
up sharply from their lows seen in December,
and prices at the gasoline pump are reflect-
ing higher crude prices, “unfortunately gaso-
line prices need to go higher. Even at the cur-
rent level, we need another $3 or $4 before
drilling rigs can go back to work and people

like Ruben go back to work.”

SKILL: Research is ‘crucial’ to finding a new job

that information with non-essential
facts.”

While the resume should contain
basic information — name,
address, telephone number and e-
mail address — the key to getting
a manager’s attention will be a
paragraph of three to five descrip-
tive sentences summarizing the
applicant’s strengths, experiences
and accomplishments as they
relate to a particular company.

Work history should be present-
ed in reverse chronological order,
salary requirements should be
kept open and references available
on request, he said.

If a job seeker is successful in
getting an interview, Pierce said
that there are four things the hir-
ing manager wants addressed —
either directly or indirectly.

The first is whether or not the
applicant is technically capable.
Secondly, he wants to know that if
he hires the applicant, his compa-
ny will get a return on its invest-
ment of time and training expense.
He also wants to know if the appli-
cant sincerely admires the com-
pany’s product or service. And
fourth, he’'s concerned about the

H
|t's important to our economic, military and
humanitarian security. That’s the reason that

we’re there now.’

— Witold J. Lukaszewski,

“chemistry” between himself and
the applicant — whether he and the
applicant would work well togeth-
er or if the applicant would fit into
the company culture.

The first phase of the interview
process, the introduction, is criti-
cal because first impressions are
extremely important. Pierce said
first impressions include the appli-
cant’s appearance, attitude, how
the application is filled out, even
initial eye contact and handshake.

“In those first few minutes, if you
form a positive impression (and)
give them a positive attitude
toward you, they’ll look for reasons
to make you an offer,” he said.

The second phase, where the
manager determines the appli-
cant’s qualifications and where the
applicant might fit into the com-
pany, also offers an opportunity for
applicants to address any objec-
tions or concerns the manager
may have but may not raise.
These may include concerns about
technical qualifications or the
applicant’s motives for leaving a
previous jJob or looking to leave a
current job.

KOSOVO: Sophisticated weapons draw attention to conflict

situation pretty well,” he said.
“Mexico and Canada are responsi-
ble for most of the state’s export
growth during the year and will
help offset the export declines to

a Sam Houston University political science professor Russia.”

were certainly one of the catalysts
this morning,” said Bruce
McClane, a spokesman for the
state Economic Development
Commission (EDC). “The Kosovo
bombings further damaged the
ruble.”

On Friday, the ruble hit a record
low of 30, which means that the
Russian ruble is worth about $.03
cents to the U.S. dollar, McClane
said. It was at 24 earlier this week,
he said.

“The ruble dropped to a new low
Friday from market jitters ... as
Russia retaliated by expelling rep-
resentatives of NATO ... and West-
ern military in the Balkans deep-
ened,” McClane said.

“The move by Moscow — a Ser-
bian ally opposed to the bombing —
surprised market players as NATO
added daylight air raids on
Yugoslavia to its three days of
bombardment,” he said.

While Texas exported more than

Tammy Jones returns to Midland with her children

where authorities detained them for
hitchhiking, a misdemeanor in New
Mexico. Jones said he pulled the
kids out of school and left Midland
to look for a job outside of Texas.

Ms. Jones, Angel and a church
friend were in Albuquerque begin-
ning Tuesday trying to obtain a
court order to bring her other chil-
dren back home.

“It was a living hell,” Ms. Jones
said. “No one could tell me what was
going on.”

The children were released to her
Thursday afternoon.

“They weren't very talkative at
first. I think they were afraid that
they were in trouble,” Ms. Jones
said. “Once we got in the car, we

started laughing, talking, singing ...

Pick 3 Texas

$360 million in goods to Russia last
year, its effect on the state's econ-
omy is trivial compared to iIts
trade with other countries,
McClane said. In comparison,
Texas exported more than $40 bil-
lion in goods to NAFTA partners
Mexico and Canada, according to
the Massachusetts Institute for
Social and Economic Research.

Texas’ top 10 export markets, in
descending order, are Mexico,
Canada, the United Kingdom,
Japan, Singapore, Taiwan, Brazil,
Netherlands, Venezuela and
Korea, according to the institute.

Texas, No. 2 on the top 10 export-
ing U S. states (Californiais No. 1),
exported more than $86.8 billion last
year. West Texas, along with the
rest of the country, won't grieve
over the ruble devaluation, while it
suffers when the Mexican peso
drops, McClane said.

“The world markets, including
the United States, took the Kosovo

it was great to see them do that
again.”

The children’s father stayed in
New Mexico, Ms. Jones said.

The kids were told by the family
court judge in New Mexico not to
talk to reporters as the custody case
unfolds, Ms. Jones said.

The children seem to be glad that
they’re home again, Ms. Jones
said. And neighbors have joined in
on the family’s reunion. The fami-
ly’s friends celebrated the Joneses’
homecoming by decorating their
front yard with ribbons and “Wel-
come Home” banners.

“It’s been an experience,” Ms.
Jones said. “We’ve done a lot of
learning from it.”

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick 3 winning numbers drawn Friday by

the Texas Lottery, in order:

9-4-9

Cash Five

AUSTIN (AP) — The Cash Five winning numbers drawn Friday

by the Texas Lottery, in order:

7-15-20-28-31

Texas Million

AUSTIN (AP) — The Texas Million winning

numbers drawn Fri-

the , In order:
L sy, s
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Blaze in Mont

Blanc tunnel
Kills at least 35

CHAMONIX, France (AP) —
Firefighters searched among the
charred remains of cars and trac-
tor-trailers Friday for victims of a
catastrophic fire — a blaze that
killed at least 35 people in a seven-
mile tunnel under Western
Europe’s highest peak.

The blaze in the Mont Blanc tun-
nel, which broke out Wednesday on
a Belgian truck carrying flour
and margarine, was not extin-
guished until Friday afternoon.

The Alpine tunnel is a major
route connecting France and Italy,
used daily by up to 4,000 trucks.

On the French side, Philippe
Pathous, fire chief for the Haute-
Savoie region, said as many as 40
people may have died. On the Ital-
1an side, tunnel director Francesco
Colombo put the toll at 35.

Among the survivors was the
driver of the Belgian truck, Gilbert
Degraves. Driving from France to
Italy, he said he was alerted to the
fire when oncoming vehicles
flashed their headlights about four
miles into the tunnel.

Smoke billowed from his truck.
He stopped, checked underneath
and “‘it exploded,”’ Degraves, a
truck driver for 25 years, told
RTL radio. ‘“It was a ball of fire for
about 30 seconds.”’

Most of the victims were found

" inor around their vehicles. Only a

few had been able to reach the 17
heat-resistant bunkers lining the
tunnel. .

It was the first fatal fire in the
tunnel, which was the longest in the
world when President Charles de
Gaulle opened it in 1965.

The fire raised immediate ques-
tions about the emergency systems
in the tunnel, which is equipped
with ventilation equipment as well
as the 17 bunkers, each of which
can hold dozens of people. Howev-
er, the bunkers are designed to
resist heat and toxic fumes for only
about two hours.

Among other safety measures,
drivers in the two-lane tunnel can
pull out every 1,000 feet in case of
breakdowns or if they need to turn
around. Tunnel officials also can
send messages to drivers through
an emergency broadcast system.

The tunnel operator, Mont Blanc
Tunnel and Highway, said about 20
tractor-trailer trucks and 11 cars
were destroyed in the blaze.

“It was truly a dramatic spec-
tacle, and an apocalyptic situa-
tion,”’ Pathous told a news confer-
ence at the French entrance.
‘“There will be a problem identi-
fying the bodies.”

Temperatures in the tunnel
reached at least 1,832 degrees at
one point, officials said.

The bodies were still in the tun-
nel Friday evening, left in place so
investigators could better conduct
their inquiry into the causes of the
fire. It wasn’t known when they
would be removed.

About 100 firefighters from
France, Italy and Switzerland bat-
tled toxic fumes and searing tem-
peratures for two days to tame the
blaze. For the first time Friday,
they managed to penetrate the
length of the tunnel.

Using a spray mist, they cooled
it down to 158 degrees, then to 122
degrees. Smoke rose from their
protective gear as they emerged
from forays into the tunnel. They
declined to speak to reporters.

Winds blowing through the pas-
sage sent toxic fumes from Italy to
France, forcing rescuers to focus
on the Italian side. The stench of
burning rubber and acrid fumes
hung in the mountain air. |

The burning flour in the Belgian

.‘truck thickened the smoke In the
. tunnel immediately, Colombo said
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AP Photo
An unidentified firefighter receives first aid at the entrance of the Mont
ur, northern Rtaly, Friday, after he was over-
inside the tunnel that connects Rtaly to
peak. A blaze that broke out inside the

Blanc tunnel, near Courmaye
come by smoke while operating
France through Europe’s highest

:

tunnel Wednesday is feared to have killed at least 35 people.

on the Italian side.

Many felt the tunnel’s safety
measures were not enough.

“For a long time now,"’’ said the
mayor of Chamonix, Michel
Charlet, ‘‘it has been said that the
Mont Blanc tunnel is no longer suit-
ed”’ to heavy truck traffic. He
appealed for a ban on heavy trucks
in the tunnel.

Speaking from his hospital bed,
Chamonix fire chief Christian
Comte said he spent five hours in
the tunnel Wednesday, looking for
his men.

“The smoke was very dense
and the temperatures were soar-
ing, but I knew that I had to go help
them,’’ he said from the Sallanch-
es Hospital, where he was recov-
ering from smoke inhalation.

Speaking to The Associated
Press by telephone, Comte said he
worked his way along the wall of
the tunnel until he came to a group
of six firefighters — all lying on the
ground with their jackets over
their heads, motionless.

s ™™ ™

’ : —
| %

l

\

Open
830-5
Mon - Sat
682-8533

Closed
Sunday
mm—— W =

NEW SHIPMENTS

‘ SPRING COLORS!

ALYSSUM, SNAPS,
. CALENDULA,

PETUNIAS,
. DIANTHUS,
l

CANDYTUFT,
HERBS
AND MORE

4" 32 59
POTS - EA

. 10 or more, $2.35 ea.

| NEW GARDEN
DECORATIONS:

‘ « BRASS RAIN GAUGES
AND THERMOMETERS
) « WALL PLAQUES
« CERAMIC AND PAINTED
] POTTERY
) - DOOR MATS

| f

Ny, - -

AN

MY

-J'

DIG HOLES

ferti-lome_ |

20LB. Coverscd 4
BAG 1h)

.

EASTER PA

““I thought they were all dead,”
he said. He helped them all leave,
but one died later.

Among the victims was Pierlu-
cio Tinazi, a 33-year-old Italian tun-
nel employee. He saved 10 people,
Italian officials told a news con-
ference, making repeated trips on
his motorcycle before succumbing
to the fire.

“I consider him a real hero,”
Colombo said. ‘‘He did his duty and
we are very grateful to him.”

Colombo said an Italian family
of four from a nearby village was
also killed.

Five other Italians died. Among
the French victims were the fire-
fighter and a couple from Lyon.

Two days of searing heat, smoke
and flame took its toll on the tun-
nel’s structure. Police said the
ceiling had collapsed for a length
of about 100 yards over the fire.
French Transport Minister Jean-
Claude Gayssot said the tunnel
would remain closed for several
weeks.
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WORLD
Good economic news in Brazil turns panic to euphoria

RIO DE JANEIRQ, Brazil (AP) — In just two
months, economic panic has given way to euphoria
in Brazil as a flurry of good news has people believ-
ing the worst is over.

Stock markets are surging, the currency 1s
stronger, inflation is lessening and investors are slow-
ly returning. The crisis may not be over, but there’s
a growing sense that Latin America’s largest econ-
omy is recovering.

“I believe we've seen the worst in Brazil,”” James
A. Harmon, president and chairman of the U.S.
Export-Import Bank, told a group of international
bankers in Miami on Wednesday.

Merrill Lynch agrees. The U.S. investment bank
picked Brazil as its favorite Latin American equity
market for the second quarter.

It’s a dramatic change from a month ago. Brazil's
currency, the real, was in free fall, investors scur-
ried to pull their money from banks, and President
Fernando Henrique Cardoso went on national tele-
vision to plead for calm.

It was the low point of a crisis that began with an
abrupt devaluation of the real on Jan. 13. In three
weeks, the currency plunged 46 percent, and the gov-
ernment seemed powerless to stop it.

Today, the government’s challenge is to keep the
new-found ebullience in check and convince Brazil-
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ians that the battle for economic stability isn’t over
yet.

On Friday, Finance Minister Pedro Malan warned
against the premature optimism pervading markets
and predicted the turbulence will persist for months.

Still, it’s hard to resist so many positive signs.

The real, worth only about 48 cents at the end of
February, was up to 56 cents on Friday. That’s still
well below the 82 cents the real cost at the end of 1998,
but a significant improvement nonetheless.

After losing $1.82 billion last year, Brazilian stock
markets are enjoying a new bull run. The Bovespa
index of the Sao Paulo Stock Exchange, Latin Amer-

ica’s largest, surged 15 percent in the first week of
March alone.

Inflation, which was about 2 percent last year but
threatened to roar back with the devaluation, is way
below initial predictions. Consumer prices in Sao
Paulo rose just 0.8 percent in the past four weeks,
down from 1.4 percent in January.

The optimism grew when Brazil signed a new
agreement with the International Monetary Fund,
which underpins a $41.5 billion rescue plan. The coun-

try hopes to receive $8.6 billion of that money by ear-
ly April.
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