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MPD: Running vehicles easy targets for theft

Law enforcement has responded to more than 10 auto theft cases in January

1s avoidable, he said.

“We need the citizens to do their part;
just help us,” Clements said.

MPD Chief Prnice Robinson said dnivers
should always take their keys with them as
a way to prevent these incidents.

The department remains vigilant in com-
bating vehicle theft, Clements said

Patrol officers refer to a “hot sheet™ that
lists stolen vehicles. and the department re-
cerves anonymous tips that may help in the
search for these stolen vehicles. he said.

woman Sara Higgins.

These thefts occurred during moming
hours in northwest Midland neighbor-
hoods and apartment complexes, but
leaving vehicles running and unattended
1s a risk regardless of time or place, said
Sgt. Darin Clements, with MPD’s Crime
Prevention Unit.

“I’'m hoping these are just isolated in-
cidents. Having that many (vehicle thefts)
in the first month i1s not where we want to
g0, he said.

By Tyler White

rwhite@mrt.com

In data released Friday, the department
reported a slight decrease in vehicle theft
— from 137 in 2011 to 136 1n 2012, or
less than 1 percent.

Vehicle owners who leave running vehi-
cles unattended can be cited up to $500 for
a Class C misdemeanor under Transporta-
tion Code Chapter 545.404, Higgins said.

Many new-model cars will not lock if the
engine 1s running, which makes it easier for
a theft to occur, Clements said.

Residents need to help prevent crime that

IS IT SPRING YET?

Vehicles left running and unattended
have been easy targets for thieves, with
Midland police responding to more than
10 cases this month, according to the
city’s public information officer.

In some instances the dniver left the
vehicle running at a conveninence store;
in other 1nstances the dnver was waiting
for the vehicle to warm up, said spokes-

County
approves
guidelines
for colonia

septic tanks

B $500.000 in grant tunds mayv
provide about 75 septic tanks for
families hiving in colomas.

By Joseph Basco

jhasco@ mrt.com

The hves of an estimated 75 tamihes
south of Interstate 20 might get casier after
Midland County commissioners approved
gurdelines tor a $500.000 grant to install
septic tanks in colonmia areas.

Colomas are detined as communities of
low-income tamihies that hive within 150
miles of the Mexico/U.S. border.

Precinct 3 Commussioner Luis Sanches
said the grant will provide septic tanks
to “more or less about 75 tamihlies that
apply and quahtfy based on factors such
as income. property nghts and the current
state of the existing septic tank.

In the largest colonia area. which over-
laps parts of Precincts 1. 2 and 3. there are
about 6,000 tamihies that may require a
new seplic tank.

“The ulumate goal 1s to provide septic
tanks for all those who qualify.” Sanchez
said.

He said construction will start thas year
and could be completed next year.

“Every individual has a nght to sate and
disposable sewage at home. County Judge
Mike Bradford said.

In other court news. the commissioners
awarded Jon Floyd. a clerk who works 1n
the Tax Assessor’s Office, with the Em-
ployee of the Year Award.

Floyd won a framed certificate and
a $300 check for his honor as the best
among |1 other Employee of the Month
winners for the 2012 year. as voted by
county employees.

“l try to be positive and always smile
while working with the public.” said
Floyd. regarding why he thinks he won.
“It’s a give-and-take relationship with the
public: if you're nice to them. they're nice
o you.”

Bailey Lively. employee relations

Rachael Morris
helps her niece,
Anihya Patton, 4,
steer around a corner
as she rides her bike

around Hill Park on
Monday afternoon.

Winter weather reprieve

sibly gusting as high as 50 mph this afternoon. The
low tonight should dip into the low 30s. The winds
could stay around with gusts as high as 40 mph.

wriesed
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Record for sustained winds in January: 46 mph

(Jan. 12, 2005)
Record for peak wind speed: 59 mph (Jan. 17,

19986)
Source: National Weather Service

Weather quick ‘cast’

Monday’s high: 77

Record high for Jan. 28: 79 (1950, 1987, 2002)
Normal high for Jan. 28: 59
Degrees above normal: 18

How things will
Today expect a high in the upper 50s and very
cast calls for winds increasing to 35 mph and pos-
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Please see COUNTY/2A

Texas Republicans cool to bipartisan immigration plan

By Gary Martin and
Richard S. Dunham
Hearst Newspapers

WASHINGTON — A bipartisan

Senate immigration reform proposal
unveiled Monday received a

to the state’s growing minority
In announcing the framework

offered by a group of four Republi-
cans and four Democrats, Sen. John

4

McCain, R-Anz., was crystal clear
about why he behieves it is impera-
tive that the proposal becomes law.
“Elections. Elections,” McCain
said. ““The Republican Party is losing
support of our Hispanic citizens.”
The bipartisan plan includes a
path to citizenship for the country’s
estimated 11 million undocumented
Texas Republican Sens. John
Comyn and Ted Cruz were not
enthusiastic.
Comyn will review the Senate

¥
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proposal, but first and foremost, a
focus must be placed on the “porous
border,” said his spokeswoman Me-
gan Mitchell.

“Unfortunately, President Obama
has consistently shown he prefers to

use the 1ssue to score political points,

and any progress will require his
leadership,” Mitchell said.

“1 appreciate the good work that
senators in both parties have put into
trying to fix our broken immigration
system,” said Cruz in a statement.
“There are some good elements in

e

. ) e o=y
I o (™ L3
.
% & S

A

e v ol - iy -
A SN g

Mmm|mn|mn|m

this proposal, especially increas-
ing the resources and manpower to
secure our border and also improving
and streamlining legal immigration.
However, 1 have deep concerns with
the proposed path to citizenship. To
allow those who came here illegally
to be placed on such a path is both
inconsistent with rule of law and
profoundly unfair to the millions of
legal immigrants who waited years,
if not decades, to come to America

Please see IMMIGRATION/2A
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The Hartem Giobetotiers, 7 p.m.,
AG Chapamal Center,
Ry ¢ campus. Tickets:
$17. Call B00-462-7979 or go 10 www.

e
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The Midiand ISD board of '
trustees will have special meetings on
Thursday and Friday to discuss the
building projects funded by the bond
referendum passed by Midiand voters
in November.

The meetings are scheduled for
noon each day at the administration
building, 615 W. Missouri Ave.

Young

mvereting

The Midiand County Young
Republican Chapter will meet at 7 pm.
today at Gerardo's Casita, 2407 N. Big
Spring St.

Bobby Bumns, former Midiand
mayor and cument president/CEQ of
the Midiand Chamber of Commerce,
will discuss his involvemnent in politics
and give an updale regarding the
chamber. All nterested community
members are invited 10 atlend.

More information about the chapter
can be found by wisiting the MCYR
website hitp//midiand texasyoungre-
publicans.com, facebook (Midiand
Co. Young Republicans), twitter (@
MidiandYR), or calling J.Ross Lacy,
president at 432-279-0084.

Support groups, club
meetings today

B A conhdential peer-o-peer
support gathering for combat veterans,
first, third and fifth Tuesdays at Midiand
College Cogdell Center, 201 Flonda
Ave.; Steve Cree, 770-7469.

B8 Peer 1o Peer support group for
velerans, active duty, guard, reserves
and their families, 6 p.m., Permian
Basin Community Center, 401 E.
213-5342, wilkam_hoggard @wicmhmr.
org.

B Midiand Optimest Club, noon,
Abuelo's, 4610 N. Gartield St ; 685-
7486.

Water tracker

The following is the amount of
waler delivered 1o the city of Midiand
from the Colorado River Municipal
Water Distnct and the Paul Dawis
water helds.

Friday's total: 12,352,000 gallons
(CRMWOD 8.829.000, Paul Dawss helds
3,523,000)

Saturday total: 11,034,000 gallons
(CRMWD 7,876,000, Paul Daws fields |
3,158,000)

Sunday's total: 11,034,000 galions
(CRMWD 8,343,000, Paul Dawis helds
3,161.000)

Companng 10 previous week
Jan 18: 12,084,000

Jan 19: 12,798,000 |

Jan. 20: 13,502,000

Current total storage by CRMWD
in thew lakes is 153 837 acre-feet. (1
acre-fool s approximately 325,800
gallons). Total storage last year at the
same time was 102,540 acre-feet. The
current average for January 2013 1s
10.550.667.

Mewi outdoor

watering schedule

A new outdoor watenng schedule
that will allow residents and busi-
nesses in the city of Midiand 1o water
twice per week is in effect.

Even numbered addresses

rrwﬂefmm:-rsmthfsam
Tuesdays from 6 p.m. until mdmight
continue their dedicahon o practicing

Source: City of Mdiand I

Midiand Memorial Hospital has |
partnered with Medical Center
Hospital in Odessa on the telephone
nurse triage program “68-NURSE." in
order 10 bning the service 10 the entire

The program is designed 1o help
people determine whether or not thew
health situation warrants a trip 10 the
can call the line by dialing 686-8773.

The program is free and avadable
24 hours a day-365 days a year. Local
nurses are available 10 help you deter-
mine the best place 1o receive care for
you save time and money by directing
you fo the most appropriate healthcare
option, whether it's a neighborhood
room ... of just staying home.

Happy birthday to you

Debbie Trantham, of Stanton,
turns 61 today.

1 oftery

Pick 3 day: 909

Pick 3 night: 3-34

Daily 4 day: 7-2-3-9

Dally 4 night: 0-9-1-2

Cash Five: 2-4-11-19-32

Texas Two Step: 6-15-19-29
BB: 20

All or Nothing (moming): 2-3-4-5-
6-8-9-15-17-18-20-24

All or Nothing (day): 1-2-6-8-12-
14-15-16-17-18-21-2

All or Nothing {(evening): 3-4-7-
12-13-14-15-16-17-19-22-24

AN or Nothing (night): 2-5-8-11-
13-14-15-17-20-21-23-24

Today in history

On this date:

In 1845, Edgar Allan Poe's poem
“The Raven” was first published in the
- New York Evening Mimor.

in 1919, the ratification of the 18th
Amendment 10 the Constitution, wihich
launched Prohibition, was certified by
Frank L. Polk, acting secretary of state.

Tyter White/Reporter- Telegram

DPS troopers clean up scattered debris from a rollover crash Monday afternoon on Interstate 20.

By Tyler White

twhite@mrt.com

A dnver sustained non-life-threatening
injuries and was transported to Midland
Memorial Hospital on Monday afternoon

after rolling his SUV on Interstate 20.
|  DPS troopers and Midland Fire Depart-
ment responded to the crash at about 2
p.m. at the 11000 block of West 1-20.

The 21-year-old man from El Paso
was driving an SUV west in the outside
lane on 1-20 when he clipped the left
bumper of a pickup and lost control of

DPS: 1 injured in I-20 rollover

the vehicle. The SUV then veered across

the median and the eastbound lanes and
rolled over across the median separating

not mjured.

the eastbound lanes and a service road.

Evidence at the scene indicates the
SUV may have gone airborne when
crossing the eastbound lanes, according
to a DPS trooper investigating the crash.

The driver,
belt, sustained a head injury. A passenger
in the SUV and the pickup drniver were

who was wearing his seat

The investigation 1s ongoing. and cita-
tions are pending against the SUV dniver.

Speech will be scrutinized for
clues to Gov. Perry’s future

By Jonathan Tilove
Cox Newspapers

AUSTIN — Gov. Rick
Perry will deliver his
seventh State of the State
address today. a speech that
will help set the tone for
the legislative session and
might also reveal a hittle
bit about his own state of
mind.

Perhaps not since his first
State of the State address
in 2001 have Perry’s future
plans and current standing
been so uncertain.

“It’s a political state-
ment, it is a tone-setting
statement. 1t’s a policy
statement. and. if you have
a governor who may be
considening running for
another ofhce, 1t could
even be seen as a statement
aimed beyond the boundar-
ies of the state of Texas.”
said Shemn Greenberg,
director of the Center for
Politics and Governance at
the LBJ School of Public
Affairs at the University of
Texas. who served in the

From 1A

legally.”
The carefully chosen

words of the Texas sena-
tors underscore the political

| dilemma they face.

Comyn and Cruz both
sit on the Senate Judiciary
Committee, the panel with
jurisdiction over immigra-
tion legislation, giving the
Texas lawmakers a venue

| to shape a bill. But if they

immediately reject the
framework, they could be
marginalized if such legis-
lation is successful.

Also, as Senate Repub-
lican Whip, Comyn plays
a major role. He could be
forced to whip votes for
such a bill if the rest of the

| GOP leadership decides to

support 1t

Immigrant nghts groups
are watching Comyn and
Cruz, who oppose citizen-
ship proposals, to see how
their positions play politi-
cally in Texas, a state that 1s
expected to move steadily
from being solidly Repub-
lican toward a Democratic

| majority.

“How the Texas Senate
duo handles immagration in
the coming debate will set
the course for the future of
the GOP” in the state, said
Frank Sharry, executive di-
rector of the pro-immigrant
advocacy group America’s
Voice.

Despite the GOP’s
overtures on immigration

 after last year’s election,

in which Hispanics voted
overwhelmingly to re-elect
President Barack Obama,
Texas Republicans includ-
ing Gov. Rick Perry were
critical of the plan’s path-
to-citizenship proposal,
claiming 1t was an “am-
nesty” that would reward
lawbreakers who entered
the country illegally.

“Gov. Perry has made his
position clear that securing
the border must be the No.
| priority of any immigra-

-

Texas House with Perry.

Perry has said he won't
announce whether he will
seek re-election or run for
president until after the ses-
S101M 1S OVCL

In the meantime. said
Enc Bearse. a former
Perry speechwniter who has
worked on four State of the
State speeches, “this is the
governor s chance to assert
himself in the session.
to set a forward-looking
agenda that legislators can
grab onto so that working
together they can succeed
in making our state a better
place to hive.”

“1 suspect his speech will
be a blend of Texas excep-
tionalism, the record of
achievement and forward-
looking policy proposals to
move the state forward and
ensure that there are jobs
and opportunities for the
next generation, Bearse
said.

In some very obvious
ways, Perry, who will speak
at 11 a.m. today before the
joint session of the House
and Senate, 1s a man dimin-

ished.

Two years ago, the gov-
ernor strode to the podium
at a time of greater fiscal
peril for the state, but at the
peak of his political pow-
ers. He had pulvenzed Sen.
Kay Bailey Hutchison’s
challenge to the gubema-
tonal throne. and he was
preparing a presidential run
in which he was viewed as
a fearsome contender.

Unfortunately for Perry,
his presidential candi-
dacy peaked the day he
announced. and, with a
series of unfortunate debate
appearances, his fortunes
faded.

He is already the longest-
serving governor in the
nation and in Texas history.
That makes him an object
of respect but also some
frustration for a generation
of politicians who have
come of age and are now
aging 1n offices they might
have imagined-as mere way
stations on the way up.

For them, Perry has been
the big stopper on the genie
of their ambaitions.

The Senate immigration proposals

Here are some details of the

Senate framework

reform announced Monday. President Barack

on immigration
MhWbMaﬂ*ﬂdMW

during an appearance in Las Vegas.
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unmamnned drones, surveillance equipment and more border

agents;
B Require compietion of an entry-exit system 1o track wheth-
er peopie in the U.S. on temporary visas have left as required;
B Create a commission of lawmakers and community lead-
ers the southwest border 10 make a recommen-

dation
completed,

the border security measures have been

B While security measures are under way, illegal immigrants

can register with the government, pass background checks and
pay fines and back taxes in order to eam “probationary legal

status.”
@ Once

security measures are in place, immigrants on “pro-

bationary legal status” could apply for permanent legal status

behind other

already in the system.

immigrants
B People brought to the U.S. as children and farmworkers,

would have a quicker path 10 citizenship.

N otucs oo iy and erpiomen

Immmnmmmm
degrees in science, technology, engineering or math from

American universities.

8 O

electronic system for requiring pro-
spective workers to demonstrate legal status and identity;

IMMNMMHWWM
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they were unsuccessiul in recruiting an American and the hiring

of an will not

immigrant
B Create an agricultural worker program

American workers;
fo meet the

dnmmmmmm

not available;
B Allow more lower-skilled

hmt:hm

try when the economy s creating jobs, and fewer when it is not;
B Permit workers who have succeeded in the workplace
and contributed 10 their communities over years 10 eam green

cards.

tion plan and 1t must con-
tain an wronclad commit-
ment to upholding the rule
of law to ensure that those
who have violated it are not
rewarded for their lawless-
ness,” said Josh Havens, a
spokesman in Austin.

A spokesman for Re-
publican Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst, Matt Hirsch,
said that “despite the fed-

"
- -

Associated Press

eral government’s uninspir-
ing record,” Dewhurst was
“hopeful Washington law-
makers will propose serious
and significant reforms to
help secure our border once
and for all.”

Latino and minokity
growth in Texas over the
last decade resulted in four
néw cmgressnonal seats for
the state.

| groups

Ol

retreat frOhl
no-gays policy

Associated Press
NEW YORK

decide whether to accept
gays as Scouts and leaders
— a potentially dramatic
retreat from an exclusion-
ary nationwide policy that
has provoked relentless
protests.

Under the change now
being discussed, the dif-
ferent religious and civic
that sponsor Scout
units would be able to de-
cide for themselves how to
address the issue — either
maintaining an exclusion
of gays, as 1s now required
of all units,-or opening up
their membership.

Monday’s announcement
of the possible change
comes after years of
protests over the no-gays
policy — including peti-
tion campaigns that have
prompted some corpora-
tions to suspend donations
to the Boy Scouts.

Under the proposed
change. said BSA spokes-
man Deron Smith, “the
Boy Scouts would not,
under any circumstances,
dictate a position to units,
members or parents.”

Smith said the change
could be announced as
early as next week. after
BSA'’s national board con-
cludes a regularly sched-
uled meeting on Feb. 6.
The meeting will be closed
to the public.

The BSA. which
celebrated its 100th an-
nmiversary in 2010, has
long excluded both gays
and atheists. Smith said
a change n the policy
toward atheists was not
being considered, and that

the BSA continued to view

“Duty to God™ as one of its
basic principles.

Protests over the no-gays
policy gained momentum
in 2000, when the U .S.
Supreme Court upheld
the BSA’s nght to exclude
gays. Scout units lost spon-
sorships by public schools
and other entities that
adhered to nondiscrimina-
tion policies. and several
local Scout councils made
public their displeasure
with the policy.

More recently, amud
petition campaigns, ship-
ping giant UPS Inc. and
drug-manufacturer Merck
announced that they were
halting donations from
their chantable foundations
to the Boy Scouts as long
as the no-gays policy was
in force.

Also, local Scout of-
ficials drew widespread
criticism in recent months
for ousting Jennifer Tyr-
rell, a lesbian mom, as a
den leader of her son’s Cub
Scout pack in Ohio and
for refusing to approve an
Eagle Scout application by
Ryan Andresen, a Califor-

County

From IA

coordinator, said this is the
third year the county has

given out the award during
the Commissioners’ Court

| meeting.

Employees who have
worked for Midland Coun-

| ty for five, 10, 15, 20 or 30
| years also were acknowl-

edged. Lively said there

FELONYARRESTS
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nia teen who came out as
gay last fall.

Tyrrell said she’s thrilled
for parents and their chil-
dren who’ve been excluded
from Scouting and “for
those who are in Scouts
and hiding who they are.”

“For me it’s not just
about the Boy Scouts of
America, it’s about equal-
ity,” she told The Associ-
ated Press. “This is a step
toward equality in all

‘<"

Many of the protest
campaigns, including one
seeking Tyrrell’s reinstate-
ment, had been waged
with help from the Gay &
Lesbian Alhhance Against
Defamation.

“The Boy Scouts of
America have heard from
Scouts, corporations and
millions of Amenicans that
discriminating against gay
Scouts and Scout leaders
1s wrong, said Herndon
Graddick, GLAAD’s presi-
dent. “Scouting is a valu-
able institution, and this
change will only strength-
en its core principles of
fairness and respect.”

The Scouts had reaf-
firmed the no-gays policy
as recently as last year, and
appeared to have strong
backing from conservative
religious denominations
— notably the Mormons,
Roman Catholics and
Southern Baptists — which
sponsor large numbers of
Scout units. Under the pro-
posed change, they could
continue excluding gays.

Before Monday’s an-
nouncement, the BSA con-
ferred with some leaders
of these religious groups.
although there were no of-
ficial statements as to how
they would respond.

Said Sister Mary Ann
Walsh, a spokeswoman
for the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, “The
bishops hope the Boy
Scouts will continue to
work under the Judeo-
Christian principles upon
which they were founded
and under which they have
served youth well.”

Were the change ad-
opted, said Smith, “there
would no longer be any
national policy regarding
sexual onentation, and
the chartered organiza-
tions that oversee and
deliver Scouting would
accept membership and
select leaders consistent
with each organization’s
mission, principles, or
religious beliefs.

“BSA members and
parents would be able to
choose a local unit that
best meets the needs of
their families,” he said.
“Under this proposed
policy, the BSA would
not require any chartered
organization to act in ways
inconsistent with that
organization’s mission,
principles, or religious
beliefs.”

were 69 awards handed
out this year, excluding
the Employee of the Year
award.

“The county is a family,”
said Shenff Gary Painter.
“We reward people who
go through hard times and
good times.”

Bradford said it is the
court’s firm belief to do this
in public every year.
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charge of theft of a firearm.

Ruben D. Conway, 47, of Texarkana, was amrested Sunday

on charges of unlawful possession of a firearm by a felon and

obstruction or retaliation.

Federico F. Granadas, 28, of Odessa, was arrested Sunday

on a charge of evading arrest.

William D. Green, 32, of Midland, was arrested Sunday on a

third or more charge of while intoxicated.
William W. Lagrand, 24, of Midland, was arrested Sunday on
a charge of burglary of a building.

Benito V. Monroy, 33, of Midiand, was amested Sunday on

charges of aggravated assault on a date, family or househoid
member with a weapon, WMWaM

weapon and child

charge of aggravated robbery.
charge of fraud.

charge of violation of

endangerment.
Victor Nava Jr., 28, of Midiand, was amrested Sunday on a
Kenneth S. Payne, 35, of Midland, was arrested Sunday on a
Martin R. Perez Jr., 26, of Midland, was arrested Sunday on a

Cindy A. Roberts, 31, dlldnnd was arrested Sunday on a

mdmd-mmﬁuum1m

container.

a drug-free zone
mamm UMHW
third or more charge of driving while intoxicated
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B How de | submit a letter to
the editor?

By fax: 570-7650

By email: letters@mrt.com
Letters must have name, phone
number and address. Limut: 350
words.

B How can | handle a billing
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AP file photo

Guests stand outside the new Spaceport America hangar in Upham, N.M., in October 2011. Virgin
Galactic has agreed to start paying New Mexico rent on the nearly quarter-billion dollar spaceport

the state built for British businessman Richard Branson's space

tourism business, but it says it is
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documents obtained by The Associated Press.

Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE. N.M. — Virgin
Galactic has agreed to start paying New
Mexico rent on the nearly quarter-billion
dollar spaceport the state built for Bnt-
ish businessman Richard Branson's space
tourism business, but it says it 1s doing so
under protest and without waiving its rnight
to walk away from the project. according
to documents obtained by The Associated

Press.

In a Jan. 16 email to the New Mexico
Spaceport Authority. Virgin Galactic said
it does not believe the state has finished the
work necessary to trigger activation of its
$1 million annual rent obligation. and said
if the work 1s not complete to its satisfac-
tion by March 31. 1t “may either stop pay-
ing rent. pay reduced rent or give notice to

terminate’” its lease.

Virgin Galactic has publicly expressed
concerns about the state’s mability to at-
tract more businesses to the project and has
hinted it could leave if lawmakers retuse
for a third year in a row to expand habil-
ity exemptions for the commercial space

industry.

The Legislature 1s in session until
mid-March and a compromise bill was
endorsed Monday by the Senate Judiciary

Committee.

The dispute also comes as questions
mount about whether the company will be
able to start flying later this year or early
next year, or whether 1t expects further
delays in getting its $200.000-per-head

spaceflights off the ground.

OR RENT

Virgin shuns binding spaceport lease |

Spaceport America was developed with
much fanfare under an agreement between

former Gov. Bill Richardson and Branson.
The deal called for taxpayers to build the
spaceport and Virgin Galactic to develop
the spacecraft.

With buildings mostly done. the state
in November received from the architect
a certificate of “base building standard
completion.” which under the agreement
signed by the state and Virgin Galactic in

2008 1s supposed to tngger rent and user

fees from Virgin Galactic. the project’s an-
chor tenant. At that ime. Virgin Galactic 18
also supposed to give the state a 52 muthon
letter of credit to serve as a deposit.

In the Jan. 16 email to NMSA Execu-
tive Director Christine Anderson. Jonathan
Firth. Virgin Galacuc’s director ot projects
and operations. said that while the com-

pany does not believe the state has finished

the work required. 1t 1s agreemng 1o star
paying under protest. “being mirdful that
NMSA has agreed not to charge VG any
user fees until VG starts flving

In a response dated Thursday. Anderson
said the statement that New Mexico has

agreed to waive user fees 7is not gquite

correct’” and states that “NMSA conhrms
its current right to demand User Fees for a
minimum number of missions or termnate

the lease if VG fails to fly at least 25 mas-

sions 1n a calendar year.”

“While the starting date 1s 1ll-defined in
the lease.” she continued. 1 think this high-
lights the need for VG to provide NMSA
accurate flight projections with frequent

updates as appropnate.

REGIONROUNDUP
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DALLAS
Police: Man pointed
laser at helicopter

Dallas police have ar-
rested a man accused of
pointing a green laser beam
at a police helicopter flying
during an investigation.

Police said Kenneth
Santodomingo pointed the
laser several imes at the
helicopter as it assisted of-
ficers looking for a suspect
in a vehicle burglary.

After it was hit multiple

times, the helicopter’s pilots

found where the light was
coming from and directed
officers on the ground to
Santodomingo’s location.

The 22-year-old Santo-
domingo is charged with
illuminating an aircraft with
a laser ponter.

Prosecutors on Monday
dropped charges against a
22-year-old man who au-
thorities initially believed
was involved in a shooting
that wounded him and two
others at a Houston-area
community college.

Carlton Berry was ar-
rested soon after the Jan.
22 shootings at Lone Star
College and charged with
two counts of aggra-
vated assault with a deadly
weapon. But authorities

Outdoor Rooms, Low

later accused another man.
Trey Foster, 22, of being
the shooter.

Foster has been charged
with two counts of ag-
gravated assault and faces
a charge of resisting arrest
in an earhier case. He was
arrested Friday in the Dal-
las suburb of Plano.

Harris County Shenff
Adrian Garcia defended
his agency’s imtial arrest
of Berry, saying two of the
victims initially indicated
that was the shooter.

He also said Berry at
first refused to talk to
investigators, and it was
only after he was charged
that he pointed authorities
to Foster.

HOUSTON
2 officers accused of

cocaine conspiracy

Two police officers have
been charged with accept-
ing bribes and allowing
cocaine to be smuggled
and distributed in the
Houston area.

Federal prosecutors on
Monday announced the
arrest of Houston police
Officer Emerson Canizales
of Kingwood and Officer
Michael Miceli of Humble.

Both face court appear-

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE
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The longest backwards run was 3,100 miles.
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ances on charges of con-
SpIracy to possess cocaine
with intent to distnibute
and accepting bribes for
protection services.

NEW MEXICO
Fraud allegedly

targeted Dell
Computers

ALBUQUERQUE —
Court papers allege that
somebody fraudulently
obtained more than $1
million in parts from Dell
Computers by making
hundreds of calls while
pretending to place orders
for Sandia and Los Ala-
mos national laboratones
in New Mexico.

The Albuquerque
Journal reported that the
alleged fraud reportedly
started in 2007 and contin-
ved until 2010. The case
was turned over to the
Secret Service that year
after a security investiga-
tor for Round Rock-based
Dell contacted Albuquer-
que police.

Two Albuquerque men
were indicted last May
on 131 state counts each
of fraud up to $20,000.
Ronald Campus and Allan
Friedt have pleaded not

guilty.
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critical state audit

Associated Press

AUSTIN — A troubled
$3 billion cancer-fighting
agency under criminal
investigation must address
“significant issues™ with
accountability and trans-
parepcy, according tQ a
ined
Monday by The Associ-
ated Press.

Auditors found that the

Cancer Prevention and

Research Institute of Texas
could not produce re-

cords surrounding several

lucrative taxpayer-funded
grants. They also said the
agency’s former executive
director recommended
three projects for funding
even though scientific peer
review councils failed to
endorse the projects. That
trio of applicants wound
up receiving more than $56
million combined. accord-
ing to the State Auditor’s
Ofhce.

“By not ensuring that
all grant applications are
properly evaluated and
documented. CPRIT weak-
ens its ability to ensure that
its award decisions best
align with the agency s
mission.” the report said.

State auditors had not

 yet officially released the
~ 100-page report betore
- copies began to trickle out

Monday. But the audit had
been eagerly anticipated
by both Republhican and

- Democratic lawmakers

who have lined up to blasi
the beleaguered agency In
recent weeks and demand
sweeping reforms.

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas
needs more than tax cuts
to thrive and will require

| investments in education.
- infrastructure and water
. 10 keep growing. House

T

Speaker Joe Straus told
the Texas Association of
Broadcasters on Monday.

The San Antonio Re-
publican said the state's
rapidly growing population
and economy means the
state must spend more on
what he called the govern-
ment’s core responsibili-
ties. The speaker oversees
the Texas House and sets
the legislative agenda.

“I believe 1n the impor-
tance of cutting spending
wherever possible and
keeping taxes low.” Straus
said. “But we also have to
recognize that a healthy

' business climate needs

more than low taxes. Job
creators want to know that
Texas will have water.
roads and a work force that
they will need in order to

thrive.”
Straus t his
priorities f8 the 83rd Leg-

islature a day before Gov.
Rick Perry was scheduled
to give his State of the
State speech. Perry has
said state spending on edu-
cation has been “phenome-
nal” and suggested that tax
cuts might be in order.

The 2011 Legislature

Audit blasts Texas
cancer agency over
transparency

Speaker says Texas needs
more than tax cuts

1 Peter 3:15

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.
Abways be prepared to give an answer o
everyone who asks you to give the reason
» for the hope that you have. But do this
* mmwm o '
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The audit 1s the lat-
est black eye for CPRIT,
which has been in upheaval .
for much of the past year.
The agency was a darling
of the scientific community
and some of the nation’s
biggest advocacy groups .
after launching in 2009 as
an unprecedented cancer-
fighting effort on the state
level.

The agency oversees
the nation’s second-largest
pot of cancer research
dollars, next to only the
federal National Institutes
of Health.

That money 1S now
frozen, as CPRIT 1s under
a moratorium following
revelations of improperly
awarded grants that have
drawn the attention of
Texas prosecutors. The
agency's top three execu-
tives have all resigned n
the past nine months.

Among the new revela-
tions in Monday s report
was CPRIT tailing to pro-
duce documentation from
scientific peer reviewers
in support of a $25 million
statewide chinmical tnal net-
work — the largest single
award 1n the agency s
history.

The Chinical Trnals
Network of Texas also
did not receive matching
funds from other investors
as required. auditors said.
The same was true of at the
time the agency awarded
$11 milhion to Dallas-
based Peloton Therapeu-
tics. which also never had
its funding apphication
independently reviewed.

cut government services
by $27 billion. and Straus
said lawmakers will have
to restore some of those
cuts with a supplemental
spending bill in March.
Lawmakers shorted Med-
icaid. the health plan for
the poor and disabled. by
$4.8 bilhion. and 1t will run
out of money 1f a bill 1sn't
passed soon.

“We are n a signifi-
cantly better hiscal position
than we were two years
ago.” he said. “"We re going
to have to go back and cor-
rect some of the things that
we did last session.

Democrats have called
on the Legislature to
restore $5.4 bilhon n cuts
1o public schools. But
Straus said he was only
committed to funding new
enrollments.

Legislators are reluctant
to make any major changes
to school finance until a
final ruling 1n a lawsun
brought by school districts
against the state for insuf-
ficient funding, he said.

Straus said quality
schools. good roads and
clean water should be
bipartisan 1ssues.

However, he faces
persistent criticism from
tea party members who
complain that a true con-
servative should push for
greater cuts in government
spending. not a larger state
budget.
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Congress approves $50.5B Sandy aid | =

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Three months after
Superstorm Sandy ravaged
coastal areas in much of
the Northeast, Congress
on Monday sent a $50.5
billion emergency rehief
measure for storm vic-
tims to President Barack
Obama for his signature.

“I commend Congress
for giving families and
businesses the help they
deserve, and | will sign
this bill into law as soon
as it hits my desk,” Obama
said 1n a statement late
Monday.

Despite opposition from
conservatives concerned
about adding billions of
dollars more to the na-
tion’s debt, the Senate
cleared the long-delayed
bill, 62-36, after House
Republicans had stripped
it earlier this month of
spending unrelated to
disasters.

All 36 votes against the
bill were from Republican
senators.

“This is a huge relief.”
said Sen. Charles Schum-
er. D-N.Y., noting the vote
came 91 days after Sandy
struck. “We are now just
a presidential pen-stroke
away from beginning
the rebuilding process n
earnest.”

Lawmakers said the
money is urgently needed
to start rebuilding homes.
businesses, public trans-
portation facilities and
other infrastructure dam-
aged by the Oct. 29 storm.
one of the worst to stnke
the Northeast. Sandy 1s
blamed for more than 130
deaths in the U.S. and
tens of billions of dollars
in property damages. par-
ticularly in New York and
New Jersey.

The House passed the
bill two weeks ago. The
measure i1s aimed primar-

NAL LN

Debris is piled near a beach-side business that was damaged by
Superstorm Sandy in Seaside Heights, N.J., on Jan. 3.

ily at helping residents and
businesses, as well as state
and local governments,
rebuild from the storm that
roared up the East Coast.

The biggest chunk
of money is $16 billion
for Housing and Urban
Development Department
community development
block grants. Of that,
about $12.1 billion will be
shared among Sandy vic-
tims as well as those from
other federally declared
disasters in 2011-2013.
The remaining $3.9 billion
is solely for Sandy-related
projects.

More than $11 billion
will go to the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency’s disaster re-
lief aid fund for shelter,
restoring power and other
storm-interrupted utility
services and meeting other
immediate needs arising
from Sandy and other
disasters. Another $10 bil-
lion 1s devoted to repainng
New York and New Jersey
transit systems and mak-
ing them more resistant to
future storms.

“The funding in this
bill 1s urgently needed.”
said Sen. Barbara Mikul-
ski. D-Md. “Hundreds of

thousands of families have
seen their lives turmed
upside down.”

Sen. Dan Coats, R-Ind.,
said Republicans weren't
seeking “to undermine”
help for Sandy vicims
but instead were trying to
make sure that the money
was actually being spent
on emergency needs.

“We’'re simply trying to
say we need some stan-
dards,” Coats said.

Earlier in January, Con-
gress approved and Obama
signed a $9.7 billion bill
to replenish the National
Flood Insurance Program.,
which has received more
than 100.000 flood insur-
ance claims from busi-
nesses, homeowners and
renters related to Sandy.

Added to the new, $50.5
billion package. the total
1s roughly in line with the
$60.4 billion that Obama
requested in December.

Sandy damaged or
destroyed 305,000 hous-
ing units 1in New York
and more than 265,000
businesses were disrupted
there, according to of-
ficials. In New Jersey.
more than 346,000 house-
holds were destroyed or
damaged.

The recovery

package
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and Urban Development
Department community
development block grants.
Of that, $12.1 billion is for
Sandy recovery as well as
for projects in states with
other federally declared
disasters in 2011-2013;
while $3.9 billion is solely
for Sandy-related projects.
HUD community develop-
ment grants can be used
for roads and
hospitals, other infrastruc-
ture projects, heiping small
businesses reopen, restor-
ing utilities and providing
rental subsidies. The grants

are popular with state and

local because

of flexibility on how the .
is spent.

B $11.49 billion for the
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s disaster
relief aid fund for Sandy
and other disasters. The
money is used for shelter,
restoring utilities and meet-

@ $10.9 billion for New
York and New Jersey

transit system recovery

B $476 million for the
National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration,
much of it for programs
and equipment to improve
weather forecasting.

B $274 million for repair-
ing Sandy damages 10
Coast Guard facilities.

B $235 million for repair-
ing Sandy damages at
Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment facilities.

Associated Press

Officials:
Thousands
lost cash In

Ky.-based

scheme

Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. —
Authonties sei1zed a far-
flung marketing operation
Monday over claims the
Kentucky-based company
amounted to a global pyra-
mid scheme that siphoned
hundreds of millions of
dollars from people who
paid steep fees to become
sales representatives but
made a pittance for selling
products.

Federal and state agents

- converged on Fortune Hi-

- Tech Marketing’'s head-
quarters in Lexington and
its warehouse in Danville
after a federal judge in Chi-
cago ordered the company
to cease operations. The
judge appointed a receiver
to oversee the company’s
assets.

“We think today's actions
are the beginning of the end
- for one of the most prolific
pyramid schemes operating
in North Amenca.” sad
Kentucky Attorney General
Jack Conway. who joined
in a federal lawsut filed in
Chicago against Fortune.

Besides Kentucky, other
plaintiffs are the states of
lllinois and North Caro-
lina and the Federal Trade
Commission. The company
said in a recorded phone
message at its Lexington
headquarters that it will
vigorously defend itself and
~expects to be vindicated.

Barge hits Mississippi River

Associated Press

VICKSBURG. Miss.

— Experts say the stretch
of Mississippt River
where vessel trafhc was
halted after a barge hit a
railroad bridge on Sunday
1s one of the most danger-
ous along the 2.500-mile-
long nver.

Late Monday, cleanup
crews were skimming oily
water near Vicksburg, a
day after a barge struck a
bridge. rupturing a com-
partment holding 80,000
gallons of oil.

Authorities said that the
o1l was being contained
and there was no evidence
of it washing ashore
downriver. Orange boom
was stretched across part
of the nver downstream
from the barge, and small
boats patrolled the area as
oil was pumped from the
ruptured tank into another
tank on the same barge.
Officials hope to eventu-

| ally transfer all the oil to

another barge.

Tugs were holding the
barge at the bank on the
Louisiana side of the
river, directly across from
Vicksburg’s Riverwalk
and Lady Luck casinos.

Coast Guard spokesman
Lt. Ryan Gomez said a
tug was pushing two tank
barges when the colli-
sion occurred about 1:30
a.m. Sunday. Both barges
were damaged, but only
one leaked. Authorities
declared the bridge safe
after an inspection.

Gomez said United
States Environmental Ser-
vices, an oil spill response
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company, was collecting
oily water.

Ofhicials did not yet have
an estimate of how much
o1l had been pumped out, or
how much spilled into the
Mississippi.

Another Coast Guard
spokesman, Petty Officer
3rd Class Jonathan Lally,
said the oil was contained
and skimmers would work
through the night collect-
ing it. He said a flyover by
a Coast Guard helicopter
from Vicksburg 50 miles
to the south didn’t find
evidence of shoreline
impact.

Authorities said a major
environmental disaster
was unlikely as the swift
current dispersed the oil.
They were less certain
when the river would
reopen to vessels.

Drew Smith, a hy-
draulic engineer with the
Army Corps of Engineers,
wouldn’t speculate on the
specific cause of Sunday’s
crash, which is under
investigation by the Coast
Guard.

But he said the Missis-
sippi at Vicksburg is chal-
lenging for southbound ves-
sels, mostly barges carrying
grain and other products
from the nation’s heartland.

Southbound tows must
travel faster than the flow
of the water for their rud-
ders to steer effectively.
At Vicksburg they must
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bridge; oil cleanup ongoing

negotiate a 120-degree
turn on the meandering
Mississippi, then straight-
en up to pass under the
railroad bridge and the
Interstate 20 bndge.

The task 1s made more
difficult by the Yazoo
River, which empties into
the Mississippi north of
the bridges, increasing the
speed of the current.

Herman Smith, supenn-
tendent of the Vicksburg
Bridge Commission,
said the railroad bridge
1s struck once or twice a
year, usually dunng peri-
ods of high water. Duning
the river’s historic 2011
flood, the span took five
hits over two weeks. The
river isn’t in flood stage
now, he said.

“There’s a curve to the
north of us, about three-
quarters to a mile away
from us. But it’s the cur-
rent,” Herman Smith said.

The niver’s other most
dangerous stretch is at St.
Louis. There, six bndges
cross the river over a dis-
tance of four miles,

Smith said.

On Monday, 31 tugboats,
barges and other vessels
were parked waiting for
the river to reopen, said
Army Corps spokesman
Kavanaugh Breazeale.
The niver was closed to
traffic for 16 miles —
eight miles north and eight
miles south of Vicksburg.
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Certainly, other things are in your home: your Xbox,
your 60-inch plasma TV, a few other things—but the best
thing about home is kicking your shoes off and squiggling
your toes in that warm carpet.

Actually, right now, your carpet is a Southwest Floors.
You'll want to go by and pick out which one you want, but
it’s there waiting for you.

Oh, you're not sure which one you want yet? No prob-
lem! Travis Kendrick and Tebo Vaughn are waiting for you.
Theyre ready to put their years and years of expenence to
work answering your questions. After all, they've learned
so much about carpet and other flooring, and which types
of carpet are right for which situations, that they ‘re excited
about sharing it with you.

They can tell you about the latest styles. the newest
colors and patterns, and help you match your lifestyle. No
pressure sales at all—they give you the information and
let you make the decision—especially about the colors.
Before Travis and Tebo are happy. YOU must be happy
with your choices.

Speaking of which, carpet is far from the only flooring
at Southwest Floors. Ceramic tile, laminates that look like
real wood—and, of course, real wood, are all available.

Possibly the most versatile flooring known to man is
ceramic tile. Now it comes in all kinds of looks, from the
classic hot pink, green and red of the old days, to warm
stone-like earth tones, ceramic tile is always kid-and-pet-
friendly. It survives all the foot traffic imaginable, it is easily
cleaned with a dust mop or, in case of spills. with a damp
cloth and maybe some household cleaner. It works 1n just
about any room and it lasts and lasts.

Laminate is a close second—it wears well. 1t cleans
easily and it also can go in just about any room. Laminates
come in rich, deep tones or brighter, sunnier shades that
complement any room’s décor.

Then there is the elegance of real wood. This you want
to save for that formal dining room or other formal area.
Nothing communicates charm and ambiance like real
wood. Wood used to come with a caveat that it scratched
easily—but today’s wood products solve that in two ways.
They have a tough but thin and invisible wear coating that
protects the wood. Plus, wood flooring is textured at the
factory, given the appearance of antique, worn wood, so
that any scratches that do appear only add to the character
of your floor.

With great advice, lots of choices and, finally, expert
installation, you can only go right at Southwest Floors.
Go by today and let Travis and Tebo help you refresh your
home’s décor for the new year.

Southwest Floors was opened by Robert Burton in 1990.
They carrv a wide selection of carpet, tile, wood and vinyl
tile flooring. The address is 1113 Andrews Highway. next to
McDonald’s. The phone number is 689-9312. Store hours
are 9-5:30 Monday through Friday and 10-1 Saturday.
They accept Visa, Master Card, American Express and
Discover.
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4.1l Have your draperies cleaned now to
1 prolong their life and beauty. Dirt, sun
+ and household heat cause fabric to wear
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Rustic and unique fumiture would look great in
your office, and A-1’s Santa Fe line fills that bill.
See them in the big yeliow building at 401 West
Industrial, or call Steve Ausmus at 288-4837.

Get a sweetheart of a

deal in February at
A-1 Office Furniture

A-1 Office Furniture general manager Steve Ausmus
has seen the prices go up on everything in town, from socks
to pump jacks, and he’s out to do what he can to alleviate
your pain. So from now through the end of February Steve
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To appear in For Your Information call Paul Wiseman at 697-7468 or your Midland Reporter-Telegram account executive at 682-5311. ______

Call Advance Cleaning for fire, water damage

All this cold weather
has led to water damage
from burst pipes across
the Permian Basin, which
can be devastating to any

_home or business! When

sible so you can get back to
your normal life. When this

damage happens, who do
you call?

You call the leader in
the field—a company that
has been around for decades
and has the commitment and
expertise you need to get
the job done quickly and
professionally. That would
be Advance Cleaning.

All of Advance Clean-
ing’s technicians have been
certified by the Institute of
Inspection, Cleaning and
Restoration. “Insurance
companies trust us for
prompt and thorough ser-
vice,” says Advance Clean-
ing’s Elsa Padgett.

Their services are
comprehensive, including
light reconstruction, clean-
ing of oriental rugs, up-
holstery and all kinds of
flooring, from carpet to tile
to wood and others.

They have deodonzing
equipment and they can
repair smoke damage 1n an
environmentally friendly

1s offening a sweetheart of a deal, knocking 15 percent off Wway.

the price of all new fumniture in the store.

To get this price you don’t have to bring in a coupon,
say a special phrase or sing a song. Just go by or call, pick
out the quality furniture you need for your expanding office,
and get 15 percent off the price.

In fact, if you buy $4,000 or more in furniture, you’ll get
your choice of bonuses: a free pencil drawer or a computer
tray. And if you spend $2,500 or more you will receive a
free plant from their in-store inventory.

With purchases of $3,000 or more, A-1 includes free
delivery and setup anywhere within a 50 mile radius of
Midland. That includes Big Spring, Odessa and Stanton.

If you are looking for an office full of traditional desks.
chairs, meeting room tables, file cabinets, break room fur-
niture, credenzas and more, you'll find a huge supply of
those 1n stock. They’ll all be from guality manutfacturers
like Hahn, Kimball Office Systems, DMI (several different
styles 1n this line are available), Madison, Kent, Martin.
Steelcase and more.

But if you want something that’s unique, yet distinctively
Texas, ask about the rustic Santa Fe line. Handcrafted n
south Texas, Santa Fe furniture conjures up visions of
the old west, while giving you the file drawers, computer
desks and other modemn features you need to accommodate
today’s office.

You can have these custom made 1f you're willing to
wait a hittle bit for them to be built for you. But they 're very
much worth the wait. A-1 can fimish or stain the desktop or
the entire desk, to protect it from coffee or tea stains, for an
extra fee. Or you can have a glass desktop installed.

Save even more money by choosing from A-1’s selection
of quality used furniture. Steve buys only the best quality
used pieces, so you're still getting quality, long-lasting
furniture. You'll still save money on used furniture, and the
free delivery offer is good for this furniture.

Buying new furniture often accompanies a move, expan-
sion or other furniture-in-motion scenanos. Don’t subject
your employees to banged knees and strained backs 1n that
process—let A-1’s professional installer/movers do that
for you. That way your employees can get*right back to
working for you.

Call or go by A-1 today and get sweetheart deals on
the workspace fumniture you need to keep your business
moving smoothly.

A-1 Office Furniture is located at 401 West Industrial in

Midland, in the Big Yellow Building at the southern edge of

downtown. The phone number is 432-570-9599 or call Steve
on his cell phone at 432-288-4837 or 432-553-6296.
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I dedicated to making a difference in your

most important investment decisions!
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$32-618-1818
432-687-6500
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Because speed 1s of the
essence in keeping damage
to a minimum, Advance
Cleaning’s services are
available 24/7 with just a
phone call. When they amive
they will assess the situation
and quickly put together
a plan that will minimize
damage and get you back

WBC Custom Homes, LLC
Design Build Remodel

Residential/Commercial
4" Licensed and Insured

Monty Wheeler 432-638-5227
www.wbccustomhomes.com

up and running as soon as
possible.

When 1t’s not an emer-
gency, Advance Cleaning
can still help you. Advance
Cleaning’s Holman Padgett
i1s also an expert at the clean-
ing and repair of valuable
oriental rugs. He has trav-
eled the world learing how
these rugs are made and how
to clean and repair them.
Advance Cleaning has the
only plant in the area that
employs a Moore® wringer/
washer, plus a specialized
drying room. His work-
ers brush and hand-check
each piete before declanng
it ready to return to your
home.

They also use the latest
technology for cleaning
brick. wood, stone and ter-
razzo floors. In addition
to cleaning, they can en-
liven the colors 1n your stone
floor, antique them or leave
the stone with its completely
natural look.

Cleaning of carpets and
upholstery is no problem for

g ORIENTAL .o ™™

Rug Cleaning ¢ Refringing
N isal
P2 IR |

Professional in-Plant
Cleaning & Restoration

Holman Padgett
Certified Rug Specialist

* Moth Treatment

963-5748
1-800-725-6864

Midland & Ward Co. Land Records
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“We Have Hiring Solutions”

& Staffing Resources
The Power in Personnel
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in electnic bills) while keep-

Advance.
Duct cleaning 1s another 1ng the air in your home
specialty of Advance Clean- cleaner!

Call Advance Cleaning
today. Estimates are free!

ing. Your air conditioner
1S working hard this sum-
mer'! Having Advance clean
those ducts can help your air
conditioner work more ef-
ficiently (saving you money

Miracle-Ear Center

NEW ClearAmp Technology \
* Free Electronic Hearing Evaluation
* Digital Heaning Awds For As Low As 28 Per Month
* Over 1.200 Miracle-Ear Locations Nationwide
00T W. Lw 250 N., Suite C-121

920-5566
800-862-9317

Call Advance Cleaning
at (432) 550-5325.
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3399

Universal Paint Package !

Save 200 |

ALLSTAR REFINISHING]
AND COLLISION l

Production Painting System ||
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A-1 Ofhice Furniture

In the Big Yellow Building

Buy Sell Rent Lease
New and Used

Desks. Chairs. File Cabinets. Conference Tables & More

——-  Rehable Delivery Moving & Installation
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- 4# “We started on FYI when we
' first opened for business n
1990. It’s been the best thing
we've ever done.
“We got off FYI for awhile
and our business dropped ofl.
We learned from our mistake
and got back on and haven’t
been off since.
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“Everybody reads FYI. The
Robert Burton, articles help educate people
Owner about what we’'re doing.”

Find your place in the Midiand Reporter-Telegram!
it’N do you good.
Paul Wiseman at 697-7468 or your MRT sales

representative for rates.
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It’s time to focus on parents for edn

B Parents have responsibility to
ensure that their children excel.

as much as that of student academic
achievement. .

So after several years of hashing out
policies fogused on the quality of teacher
education programs and teacher perfor-
mance in the classroom, it’s only nght that
the gaze of accountability should turn to
parents.

A new tool to measure the quality of
parent-school relationships 1s starting to
make its way into several school distncts,
according to Education Week.

Harvard University and SurveyMonkey,
a Web-based polling company, devel-
oped a 7l-item parent questionnaire that
includes inquiries such as “How often do
you meet in person with the teachers at
your child’s school?” and “How often do
you have conversations with your child
about what his or her class 1s learning at
school””

The purpose is to measure family and
community engagement and to collect
data that can determine what parents
think about their school’s effectiveness. In
some cases. the information will be used
for meeting federal Race to the Top grant
requirements.

Tumaboul 1s fair play, and in no arena

ESTHER
CEPEDA

Washington Post
Writers Group

How | wish that in these pilot districts,
all parents would be required to take the
survey (or the school risks losing federal
funding) and then be issued a report card
to be posted on the district’s website un-
derneath their pictures.

I know I'm dreaming. But what if those
parent report card scores were aggregated
in such a way that they could be compared
school to school and district to district?
What if, as the government compares the
academic performance of schools by way
of their own report cards and then gives
adequate progress or failing grades, school
communities were given those designa-
tions as well?

It might do little more than shame
some people into paying more attention
to what'’s going on at their kids’ schools.
Or it might quantify what | believe is the
most pervasive problem impacting the
quality of public school education: lack of
student support at home.

T

As an ex-teacher, I'm always ready to
criticize lazy teachers and inept admn-
istrators for the failings of the Amernican
education system. But I'm also eager
to lay the blame for much of it where 1t
rightly belongs: with parents.

My favorite statistic to counter the
popular myth that the sole determinant of
academic success is teacher quality comes
from David C. Berliner’s 2009 research
paper “Poverty and Potential: Out-of-
School Factors and School Success.” In it,
Berliner notes that “U.S. students spend
about 1,150 waking hours a year in school
versus about 4,700 more waking hours per
year in their families and neighborhoods.”

Slice those figures anyway you want,
but parents are responsible for the quality
of the time their children spend away
from school and should understand that
they have responsibility for at least a
third of the academic hours, too (with
both students and teachers making up the
remainder).

I’ll leave it to those who like to use the
ills of poverty to explain away why poor
and minority children underperform in
school to duke it out with those who de-
mand that all teachers be brilliant educa-
tors, entertainers, life coaches and social
workers.

But instead of finding the perfect place
to lay blame for our country’s educational

cation failures

are actually taking root nationwide — is a
greadt time to put parents in the spotlight.

One of my education reform heroes
is Phillip Jackson, executive director of
the Black Star Project, an organization
working to eliminate the ethnic and racial
achievement gap. He recently wrote 1n an
email blast:

“Those who say °... a parent’s income
and educational level are the biggest
predictors of school success’ are :
.. Here are the real and best predictors of
school and students’ success: 1) motivat-
ed, inspired, hardworking and minimally
skilled students, 2) engaged parents who
have a burning desire for their children to
receive a good education and 3) excellent
teachers with high student-achievement
expectations.”

Thank goodness that, so far, education
reform efforts have addressed item No. 3
in order to cultivate item No. 1, but neither
works without engaged parents who have
that burning desire for their kids to excel
academically.

So why not put parents on the spot?

If teachers have to be evaluated based
on a “value-added” equation that includes
their pupils’ standardized test perfor-
mance, it’s only fair that they have the
students’ parental engagement grades
factored into their final score.

OUR VIEW

Councilman James is
right about need for
Vision 2020 update

‘ ' Voters of Midland that the city should reassess the Vision

2020 plan.

Vision 2020 was a community-initiated project from 2009 that
planned and set goals for the city to achieve by the year 2020. The
project had multiple commuttees that focused on sectors of growth.

Even though it has been less than four years since the city took
on the Vision 2020 project. we think it was a great forward think-
tng movement for our community. We can just look at the changes
we ve seen in our City since that ume.

We have a new hospital patient tower that has expanded our
ability 1o dehiver health care to our citizens. We have met our 1im-
mediate future water needs. tollowing a record drought. We are
embarking on an unprecedented move to improve our public school
facihities. There are so many other lesser projects that have aided
our growth through infrastructure improvements, new business
expansions and a booming economy.

We could argue that Midland 1s not the same community as
it was four years ago. In our view. we should once again take a
forward-thinking look at our city and once again project ourselves
forward.

The previous 2020 Vision committees did a tremendous job in
pointing our community leaders to this moment. Most probably
didn’t think so much could have been accomplished in this time
frame or just how much our city’s face would change in less than
hive years. much less the changes we can now envision for 2020.

With that in mind. 1t makes sense to revisit the project to keep
our focus pointed forward. We want to build a community that
can overcome its hurdles. whether those obstacles come from
infrastructure, housing. water, workforce, education, health care,
entertainment opportunities or other 1ssues.

Also. we think when we review this project everything should
be on the table, including all our funding mechanisms. As our city
changes, we also might conclude that changes are needed in how
we direct our tax dollars. At the very least, we shouldn’t be afraid
to have a discussion.

The Vision 2020 project of 2009 doesn’t have to be the end-all of
our work to keep our community on task. That’s why we side with
Councilman James on his call to revisit this project.

Not only do we think it’s a good 1dea, we think 1t 1s imperative to
continually plan and look forward to protect the growth of our city.

It will be this kind of thinking that will propel us into the future.

¢ wholeheartedly agree with City Councilman John
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From the Left | Doonesbury

WELCOME TO THE POONES-
BURY MAILBAS. WHICH, OF
COURSE. NO LONGER HOLPS

WELCOME BACK TO
YOUR SECOND SEMESTER,
CLASS. LET'SMAKEIT A
BANNER YEAR, AND I'M
HERE TO HELR IF THERE
ARE ANY QUESTIONS,
FIRE AWAY!
LET ME REPHRASE THAT.

B Shrewd politics? The governor 1s bet-
ting calls for reform will resonate with the
electorate.

On& of the high profile, high stakes battles
currently being waged in the Texas capital

1s over what higher education in Texas will
look like in the future. Gov. Rick Perry declared the
war by concluding that the state’s major universi-
ties, and the University of Texas and Texas A&M n
particular, were in need of serious reform.

The intellectual fuel for Perry’s ideas of reform
come from the Texas Public Policy Foundation
(TPPF), a conservative Austin think tank that de-
votes a substantial portion of its efforts proposing
solutions to what it believes are inefficiencies and
wasle 1n state government.

TPPF and its allies have been advocating a menu
of changes to the way higher education is managed.
It believes those changes would bring down the
costs for students and, nearer to its heart, taxpayers.
TPPF’s proposals attempt to create some account-
ability for higher education’s productivity.

But there is where the rub begins. To measure
productivity, we must not only know the input
costs, but what it is that we are trying to produce.
So what is it exactly that we expect our universi-
ties to produce? Well, that depends on who you
ask. TPPF and its allies think higher education
should mostly be about producing young Texans
with college degrees, something that academics
see as only part of their mission.

One place where this battle i1s playing out 1s
in what would otherwise be the mundane area
of accounting for higher education costs. Higher
education has traditionally made little attempt to
segregate its costs. TPPF and its allies are press-
ing for higher education to account separately for
instructional and research costs. They believe that
such segregation would allow some judgments as
to the efficacy and efficiency of each.

As you can imagine, the traditional academy
sees this as nothing less than an all-out assault on
a university system that has existed for centuries.
They see such attempts at quantification as the first
steps down a slippery slope that would undermine
support for basic research and liberal arts gener-
ally, not to mention various academic privileges
such as tenure.

Now it may seem that reform of higher educa-
tion is not exactly in Perry’s wheelhouse. But 1t
may actually be very shrewd politics. And not-
withstanding his embarrassing foray into presiden-
tial politics, Perry’s raw political instincts should
never be underestimated.

The average Texas family has seen astronomical

increases in the costs of sending their children to
college. Until 2003, the Texas Legislature set the
tuition that state universities could charge their
students. Then in 2003, faced with growing fund-
ing demands from the universities, the Legislature
“deregulated™ tuition rates. This was really just
code for “We don’t have the guts to increase taxes
so we are going to force the boards of the universi-
ties to increase tuition on the students instead.”

And that is exactly what happened. Since 2003,
the tuition and fees to attend the state’s four-year
universities have more than doubled, far outpacing
the rate of inflation. ,

On top of that, many families have seen their
own children denied access to their alma maters
because of the “10 percent rule” guaranteeing ad-
mission to the top students in Texas high schools
and increasing competition for college slots.
Together these two developments are a pretty good
mix to breed discontent among the rank and file
against the traditional academic community. And
my guess is that a lot of families in this situation
are going to be white suburbanites generally vot-
ing in the Republican primary. |

But those who favor the traditional model of
higher education have begun to push back. A
group of well-heeled Texans has organized the
Texas Coalition for Excellence in Higher Educa-
tion and begun raising money.

It will be an interesting issue to follow through
the Legislature and over the next couple of years,
both to see what effect it will have on higher
education and whether Perry can use the 1ssue to
resuscitate his moribund approval ratings.

Education, at all levels, is one of our most
change-resistant institutions. It is hard to imagine
that the breakthroughs in information technol-
ogy that have brought revolutionary changes to so
many industries and institutions are not going to
leave their mark on the traditional academic model
for higher education as well.

All of that remains to be seen, but I will make
one prediction. Perry’s assault on UT guarantees
that anyone who decides to take him on in the
primary or general election next year will have
burnt-orange campaign cash to burn. Some things
in Texas never change.

From the Right | Mallard Fillmore
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By Charles J. Lewis
Hearss Newspapers

WASHINGTON —
President Obama met
Monday with the police
chief of Newtown, Conn.,
and other law eaforcement
officers from around the
country to urge congres-
sional approval of gun
measures that he said
would prevent more mass
violence.

Obama invited New-
town Police Chief Michael
Kehoe and the others to
the White House to tout
the administration’s ef-
forts to set stricter rules
for gun ownership in the
aftermath of the Dec. 14
massacre at Sandy Hook
Elementary School where
20 students and six adults
were murdered by a lone
gunman.

Also at the meeting
was John Edwards, police
chief from Oak Creek,
Wis., where six people
were killed in a shooting
rampage at a Sikh temple
last August; Daniel Oates,
police chief at Aurora,
Colo., where a gunman
shot and killed 12 movie-
goers last July, and Robert
Villasenor, police chief
from Tucson, Anz.. near
where then-Rep. Gabby
Giftords, D-Anz.. was
shot and six others were
killed by a gunman.

“The only way that
we're going to be able to
do everything that needs
o be done 1s with the
cooperation of Congress,”
Obama told the law en-

gun control to
law enforcement

forcement officials. “And
that means serious
laws that restrict the access
and availability of assault
clips that aren’t necessary
for hunters and sportsmen
and those responsible gun ‘
owners who are out there.
It means that we are seri-
ous about universal back-
ground checks. It means
that we take seriously
issues of mental health
and school safety.”

The president said
meeting participants came
from a wide cross-section
of communities across the
country. “If law enforce-
ment officials who are
dealing with this stuff
every single day can come
to some basic consensus
in terms of steps that we
need to take, Congress is
going to be paying atten-
tion to them and we’ll be
able to make progress.”

Jay Carney, White
House press secretary,
later charactenized the
meeting as “very produc-
tive.” ""This all is part of
the effort the president
has undertaken to press
forward on common-sense
measures that can help
reduce the scourge of gun
violence in this country.

Obama and the 13
police chiefs and shenffs
were joined at the White
House meeting by Vice
President Joe Biden.
Attorney General Enc
Holder, Homeland Secu-
nty Secretary Janet Na-
politano. and Bruce Reed,
Biden's chief of staff.

- GUNCONTROL

FROM WIRE RI" I'"RT%

MINNESOTA
House panel plans
gun hearings

ST. PAUL — A Min-
nesota House commattee 1s
gearing up for three days
of hearings next week to
take testimony on proposed
changes to the state's gun
laws.

The House Public Safety
and Finance and Policy
Committee has reserved to-
day through Thursday for
the heanngs. Committee
Chairman Michael Paymar
says he anticipates as many
as 10 bills to either restrict
or expand the presence of
guns will be heard.

Paymar, who supports
tightening the state’s gun
laws, says votes will come
later in the session on a
comprehensive gun bill.
Some possible components
are mandatory background
checks for purchases of
pistols and semi-automatic
guns no matter where a
gun 1s sold and limits on

the size of bullet chips.
WASHINGTON

Background checks
peak after Conn.

shooting

The FBI said Monday
it conducted more back-
ground checks for firearms
sales and permits to carry
guns the week follow-
ing the Newtown, Conn.,
shooting massacre than it
has in any other one-week
period since 1998.

The second highest
week for background
checks came earlier this
month as President Barack
Obama announced sweep-
ing plans to curb gun
violence.

The FBI started keeping
track of federally man-

Miracle-Ear

dated background checks
in 1998,

The newly released
FBI data confirms what
many gun dealers around
the country have said
about s.iles going up atter
the deadly Connecticul
shooting that left 26 dead.
including 20 children. as
gun enthusiasts braced ftor
stricter controls.

The number ot back-
ground checks does not
represent the number of
firearms purchased. but
gun manufacturers use
these statistics to mea-
sure the health of the gun
industry in the U S.

After the Dec. 14 shoot-
ing at a Newtown el-
ementary scheol. the FBI
conducted 953.613 back-
ground checks between
Dec. 17 and Dec. 23.

The highest number of
background checks in a
single day since 1998 was
Dec. 21, just one week af-
ter the Connecticut shoot-
ings. The second high-
est day for background
checks was December 20.

Durning the week that
Obama announced his

plans to curb gun vio-

lence, the FBI conducted
641,501 background
checks. The 10th highest
single day for background
checks came Jan. 19, three
days after Obama spoke
about gun violence and
new gun control measures.
Obama has announced
a $500 million plan to
tighten federal gun laws,
and he is urging Congress
to pass new laws that
would ban “military-style
assault weapons.”
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US borders increasé
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in Texas and the Yoma, Ariz., sector Annncm*mrm Guate-
all made more arrests in the last year. mala, El Salvador and Honduras.
WASHINGTON — A year after Arrests in other sectors were down That portion of the Texas-Mexico
Border Patrol s of compared to a ago. buﬁcnslhcs.hortmdmt'lm
illegal border crossers to Customs Border Protection Central Amenica. %
the lowest levels in nearly said in a statement that apprehen- The numbers of Guatemalans
agmtshavcmashghtincrcasem sions remain at “historic lows” and passing through the area increased so
arrests, according to Border Patrol ™~ pointed to continued decreases in much recently that the country opened
arrest data obtained by The Associ- agrests in California, New Mexico a consulate in McAllen. Guatemala’s
ated Press. and most of Arizona as evidence that comsul there, Alba Caceres, said that A
In the budget year that ended in fewer are crossing the border  Honduras or El Salvador might share
September, Border Patrol agents illegally. their office space this year.
arrested 356,873 would-be border In the Rio Grande Valley, illegal Nationwide, arrests by the Border
crossers along the Mexican border. border crossers from countries other  Patrol increased by about 7 per-
In fiscal year 2011, agents along than Mexico made up the majority cent from 340,252 in fiscal 2011
the Mexican border made 327,577 of the increase in arrests, the Border  1q 364,768 last year. Despite the
arrests. Patrol has said previously. increases, arrests of illegal border
According to the arrest statistics, Most of those people made their crossers remain at the lowest point
| agents in three Border Patrol sectors  way to the border from Central since 1971.

Money fears, real benefits in Medicaid choice

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
President Barack Obama
thinks his health care law
makes states an offer they
can t refuse.

Whether to expand
Medicaid, the federal-state
program for the poor and
disabled, could be the
most important decision
facing governors and
legislatures this year. The
repercussions go beyond
their budgets. directly af-
fecting the well-being of
residents and the hinances
of critical hospitals.

Here's the offer:

It states expand their
Medicaid programs to cov-
er millions of low-income
people now left out, the
federal government will
pick up the full cost for
the first three years and 90
percent over the long haul.
About 21 million unin-
sured people. most of them
adults. eventually would
gain health coverage if all

- the states agree.

Adding up the Medicaid

costs under the law. less

than S100 billion 1n state

- spending could tngger

nearly $1 tnilhon in federal
dollars over a decade. ac
cording to the nonpartisan
Urban Institute.

“Its the biggest expan-

ston of Medicaid in a long

nime. and the biggest ever
in terms of adults cov-
cred. sard Mark McClel-
lan. who ran Mediwcare and

- Medicaid when George W.

Bush was president.
“Although the fed-

eral government 1s on the

hook for most of the cost.

- Medicaid on the whole 1s
~one of the biggest items

in state budgets and the
fastest growing. So there
are some understandable
concerns about the finan-
ciral imphications and how
implementation would
work,” McClellan said.

A major worry for states
1s that deficit-burdened
Washington sooner or later
will renege on the 90-per-
cent deal. The regular
Medicaid match rate aver-
ages closer to 50 percent.
That would represent a
significant cost shift to the
states.

Many Republicans
also are unwilling to keep
expanding government
programs, particularly one
as complicated as Medic-
aid, which has a reputation
for being inefficient and
unwieldy.

Awaiting decisions are
people such as Debra Walk-
er, of Houston, a part-time
home health care provider.
She had a good job with
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‘& “Change The Path OFf A Pets Life”
4206 W. Loop 250 - Midland, TX 79707

432-520-3134 ext. 7
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How the new health law will affect Texas

AUSTIN — This fall, online health insurance  not qualify, such as non-citizens.
mrketsmllg'uctmwﬂmnhemh
state as part of the new | health care $vs
e LAt il vl e
a selection insurance plans, with the .
government subsidies for some who federal government is pressing the
can't afford the pmmhnis- states to expand Medicaid, the government

Gov. Rick Perry has said Texas will not set

up its own exchange, instead relying on the
federal government to do so. Here's a look at
how the new system will affect Texas:

How many people are unin-

sured in Texas?

Texas has the highest percentage of people
without health insurance in the country, about
29 percent of the non-elderly, or 6.6 million
people. The new health insurance system is
forecast to cut the number in half, to about 3.2

mithon people.

The remainder will be people who are either

health care program for the poor and disabled,
to cover more low-income people. Perry has
rejected the idea, but some state lawmakers
are exploring the possibility. Texas has one

of the most stringent Medicaid programs in

the country and for the most part bars single
adults from participating.

More than 3.6 million people are enrolied,

with 2.7 million of them under 19. Experts say
expanding Medicaid would add between 1.5
milhon and 2 milhon people to the program.
Under the new law, the federal government
would cover the full cos! of the expansion

through 2016, with the state’s contnbution ris-

too poor to afford health insurance or who do

health insurance until she
got lawd off in 2007

Walker recently was di-
agnosed with diabetes. and
she’s trying to manage by
getting discounted medica-
tions through a county
program for low-income
uninsured people.

Walker estimates she
carned about $10.000 last
year. which means she
would quahtfy under the
income cutoft for the Med-
icaid expansion. But that
could happen only if Gov.
Rick Perry reconsiders his
opposition.

“I think that would be
awesome 1l the governor
would allow that program
1o come nto the state,”
Walker said. “"That would
be a help for me. robbing
Paul to pay Peter tor my
medicines.”

She seems determined
to deal with her diabetes
problem. 1 don’t want
to lose a hhmb later on in
hte.” said Walker, 58. |
want to beat this. 1 dont
want to carry this around
forever.”

As Obama’s law was
originally written, low-
income people such as
Walker would not have had
to worry or wait. Roughly
halt the uninsured people
gaining coverage under
the law were expected to
go into Medicaid. The
middle-class uninsured
would get taxpayer-sub-
sidized private coverage
In new insurance markets
called exchanges.

But last year the Supreme
Court gave states the nght
to opt out of the Medic-
aid expansion. The court
upheld the rest of the law.
including insurance ex-
changes and a mandate that
virtually everyone in the
United States have health
coverage, or face a fine.

The health care law

will go into full effect
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next Jan. 1. and states are
scrambling to crunch the

numbers and understand

the Medicaid trade-otis

States can refuse the ex-
pansion outright or indeh-
nitely postpone a decision.
But if states think they 'l
ultimately end up tak-
ing the deal. there's a big
incentive to act now: The
three vears of full federal
funding for newly ehigible
enrollees are only avaal-
able trom 2014 through
2016.

So far. 17 states and
the District of Columbia
have said they 1l take it.
That group includes three
Republican-led states.
Arnizona, Nevada and New
Mexico. Arizona Gov. Jan
Brewer was prominent
among GOP leaders who
had tned get the law
overturned.

An additional 1] states.
all led by Republicans.
say they want no part of
it. Perry said 1t tramples
states’ nghts.

The remaining states are
considering options.

In some cascs. GOP
governors are trying to
persuade balky legisla-
tures led by Republicans.
Hospitals treating the
uninsured are pressing
for the expansion. as are
advocates for the poor
and some chambers of
commerce. which see an
economic mulupher trom
the infusion of federal dol-
lars. Conservative foes of
“Obamacare,” defeated at
the national level. want to
hold the hne.

The entire debate is
overshadowed by some big
misconceptions. including

R
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ing in stages to 10 percent.

Associated Press

that the poor already have
Medicand.

Many of them do. but
not all. Medicand gener-
ally covers low-income
disabled people. children.
pregnant women and some
parents. Childless adults
are left out in most states.

The other nusconcep-
tion 1s that Medicad 18 ~o
skimpy that people are bet-
ter off being unisured.

Two recent studies de-
bunked that

One found a 6 percent
drop in the adult death rate
in states that already have
expanded Medicaid along
the hines of the tederal
health care law.

A second looked at
Oregonians who won
a lottery tor Medicand
and compared them with
ones who weren t picked
and remained uminsured.
The Medicand group had
greater access to health
care. less hkelthood of be-
ing saddled with medical
bills. and telt better about
their overall health.

Skeptics reman
unconvinced.

Louisiana’s health sec-
retary. Bruce D. Green-
stein. 1s concerned that the
Medicaid expansion could
replace private insurance
for many low-wage work-
ers in his state, dragging
down quahty throughout
the health care system
because the program pays
doctors and hospitals tar
less than private insurance.

He said the Obama
administration and Con-
gress missed a chance to
overhaul Medicaid and
give states a bigger say n
rurining the program.
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Chadian soldiers, above, patrol the streets of Gao, Northern Mali, on Monday.

Mali military enters

fabled Timbuktu

Associated Press

SEVARE. Mali —
Backed by French heh-
coplers and paratroopers,
Malian soldiers entered the
fabled city of Timbuktu
on Monday after al-Qaida-
linked militants who ruled
the outpost by fear for
nearly 10 months fled into
the desert, setting fire to a
library that held thousands
of manuscnpts dating to
the Middle Ages.

French Col. Thierry
Burkhard. chief military
spokesman 1n Pans, said
that there had been no
combat with the Islamists
but that the French and
Mahan forces did not yet
control the town.

Sull. there was celebra-
tton among the thousands
of Timbuktu residents who
fled the city rather than
live under strict and piti-
less Islamic rule and the
dire poverty that worsened
after the tounist industry

Japan S new import rules to
help beef, ranching industry

Associated Press

OMAHA. Neb. — Ranchers welcomed

was destroyed.

“In the heart of people
from northern Mali, it’s a
relief — freedom, finally,
said Cheick Sormoye, a
Timbuktu resident who

fled to Bamako, the capital.

Timbuktu. a city of
mud-walled buildings and
50.000 people. was for
centuries a seat of Islamic
learning and a major trad-
ing center along the North
African caravan routes that
carried slaves. gold and
salt. In Europe. legend had
it that it was a city of gold.
Today. 1ts name 1S syn-
onymous to many with the
ends of the earth.

It has been home to
some 20,000 irreplaceable
manuscrnpts. some dating
to the 12th century. It was
not immediately known
how many were destroyed
in the blaze that was set
in recent days 1n an act ot
vengeance by the Islamasts
before they withdrew.

Michael Covitt. chair-

—_— ————— = = ==

man of the Malian Manu-
script Foundation, called
the arson a “desecration to
humanity.”

“These manuscnpts are
ureplaceable. They have
the wisdom of the ages
angd 1t’s the most important
find since the Dead Sea
Scrolls.” he said.

The militants seized
Timbuktu last April and
began imposing a strict
Islamic version of Shanah.
or religious law, across
northern Mali, carrying
out amputations and public
executions.

Women could be
whipped for going out Iin
public withcut weanng
veils. while men could be
lashed for having cigarettes.

Just over two weeks after
the French began therr
military intervention 1n
Mali, French and Mahian
forces armved 1n Timbuktu
overnight. the French
military spokesman said
Monday.

e

ing 918 mullion pounds of beef. If Japan's
loosening of restrictions leads to higher

demand overall, Amencan consumers may

Japan's decision Monday to ease restric-
tions on U.S. beef imports. saying 1t will
provide a boost to the Amencan meat
industry but cautioning that it will take time
before exports to Japan reach their levels of
a decade ago.

Japan 1s one of the biggest importers
of U.S. beef. despite restrictions that for
years haven t allowed the import of beet
from cattle older than 20) months instead of
the industry standard of 30 months. Those
restricted imports were only allowed after
Japan banned U.S. beef altogether in 2003
after the U.S. recorded its first case of mad
cow disease. which can cause a fatal brain
disease in humans.

The news of the expanded export market
i1s especially welcome now because the
beef industry has been hurt by several years
of high feed prices and the drought that hit
cattle country hard the past two years, said
J.D. Alexander. president of the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association.

“It’s a great shot in the arm.” said Alex-
ander. who runs a feedlot and corn farm
near Pilger in northeast Nebraska. “This 1s
going to help the profitability of the beef
industry.

U.S. beef producers eventually hope to
restore Japanese sales to their 2003 levels,
when Japan was the biggest customer. buy-

For All Your Pre-Owned Auto Needs!

pay more for beef.

But the North Amencan Meat Associa-
tion said the effect on prices 1s likely to be
limited because many popular cuts of meat
in Japan, like tongue. aren’t popular in
America.

Still. the U.S. Meat Expont Federation
predicts that exports to Japan will grow to
nearly 500 million pounds this year now
that the restrictions are eased. That would
be worth $1.5 billion.

Japan imported 317.2 million pounds n
the first 11 months of 2012 and 456 milhon
pounds of U.S. beef in 201 1.

The number of cattle in the U.S. 1s down
because Plains ranchers have been selling
off much of their herds because they can’t
afford to feed them.

The supply of cattle 1s lean enough that
Cargill shut down one of its processing
plants near Plainview this month.

Ranchers likely will be glad to have any
positive news in the midst of the drought.
Exports accounted for nearly 11 percent of
U.S. beef production in 2011 and 9 percent
of the total in 2010.

“Anytime we have an expansion of ac-
cess to an export market. it’s good news for
us.” said Michael Kelsey. executive vice
president of the Nebraska Cattlemen trade

group.
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Eight local students make All-State Band, Choir

Lee, Midland High teens head to San Antomo to perform at conventzon

By Meredith Moriak

mmonriak@mrt.com

If there’s one thing Lee High School
senior Celest Bejil has learned during the
past six months, it’s that “hard work pays
off and beats talent any day.”

After hundreds of hours leaming,
practicing and perfecting music used
during the audition process, Bejil's hard
work finally paid off' when she placed high
enough at the area competition to eam a
spot in the 2013 Texas Music Educators
Association’s All-State Choir.

More than 60,000 Texas high school
students initially entered the All-State
competitive process in band, choir and
orchestra; only 1,560 students are selected
to participate in 13 performing ensembles.

This year, eight Midland ISD students
— three in choir and five in band —
earned the distinction of All-State musi-
cians, the highest honor a Texas music

student can receive after performing at
the highest level during region and area
competitions.

Band members are Lee sophomore
Mary Smith, MHS juniors Cory Tamez,
Hannah Snow and Will Scott and MHS
senior Hannah Wilcox. Choir members
are LHS jumors Jared Campbell, Jacob
Moreno and Bejil.

These students will perform Feb. 16 1n
San Antonio after three days of rehears-
als and chnics dunng the annual TMEA
Convention, which is attended by more

than 26,000 people.

“I'm looking forward to being around
people who are good and care about what
they do.” said Tamez, who will play bass
clarinet in the All-State Band.

Though he typically plays B-flat clannet
in concert band, Tamez decided to try out
on bass clannet this year, hoping he would
place higher than he had in the two previ-
ous years on B-flat clarinet.

“There are lots of people fighting for
just a few chairs, and 1 felt hike | could
succeed on bass clannet.” said Tamez.

who leammed to play bass clannet for a jazz
quartet last spring.

Strategically choosing their instrument
was a tactic also employed by Smith and
Snow, who made the band on contrabas-
soon and contra-alto clarinet. respectively.

“1 knew there was a lot better chance
of making 1t with contrabassoon.” said
Smith. who auditioned on bassoon at area
but also submitted an audition tape on
contrabassoon to TMEA.

Please see ALL-STATE/3B
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DARRELL
BENTON

San Jacinto Junior High

Education
funding has
decreased,

teachers’
commitment

has not

ilions of Texas collectively
Mgmhhcd their wallets on Jan.

8: the Texas Legislature was in
SESS10N.

The Texas economy continues to
improve, and revenues are increasing.
thus. the battle of expenditures 1s at hand.
Two years ago, $5.4 billion was cut from
education in order to balance the budget.
In addition. even though Texas schools are
adding 80.000 additional students each
year, funding for growth was not allotted.

Parents often get lost in the financial
numbers and vanous funding arguments to
the point of political dizziness. However,
their minds are clear on the central 1ssue:
Is my child getting a quality education?

I am not a political animal by nature. |
am conservative and my 20 years in the
corporate world allowed me to see how
government overreach and regulations
cost jobs. However, my focus every wak-
ing hour i1s on my students and how 1 can
improve my classroom and my lessons to
help my kids compete effectively in the
2 1st century.

Teaching has become more challenging.

Three years ago, | taught five classes
and had about 115 students. With the
funding cutbacks and downsizing, | now
teach seven classes with 187 students.
Midland still is growing, and in the past
few days. | have added nine students.

Something similar happened to me
when | was with AT&T General Business
Systems. As a senior systems consultant
and project manager, | ongmally cov-
ered Midland-Odessa, Abilene and San
Angelo. In the mid-1990s, 1 added EI
Paso to my temritory. A few years later, |
picked up Lubbock and Amanllo. | was
out of town 50 nights per year and worked
70- to 80-hour weeks. In the midst of this,
| remembered what my hiring manager
in Dallas said back in 1981. He looked
me in the eye and quietly said, “Ths is a

professional position. If you can do the job

in six hours each day, fine; if it takes you
12 hours, fine.” The message was clear.

| had a job to do. Period. There would
be no excuses, just an expected level of
performance.

Business continually looks to improve
operating efficiency. Some people argue
that education in the past was bloated
and inefficient and that the Legislature
was merely forcing the education com-
munity to become more lean and optimal
in its operations. As an insider, | disagree.
Although under the previous superinten-
dent many of us questioned the expendi-
tures on outside consultants, our concern
was based on the concept of opportunity
cost. In economics, opportunity cost 1s
the difference in return between a chosen
investment arid one that is passed up. In
short, we felt that the expenditures on
consultants would more efficiently be
used by updating and replacing teachers’

computers.

Under MISD Superintendent Ryder
Warren, the consulting contracts were not
renewed. In my opinion, Dr. Warren, the
school board and Chief Financial Officer

David Garcia meticulously have scrubbed
the budget to remove superfluous spmﬁng

y Please sce BENTON/3B
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Jeff Fentem, choir director, gives

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

the cast feedback while his four-legged helper, Fiona, checks out some

nearby sandwiches during rehearsal for the districtwide production of “Annie” on Jan. 16 at Midiand High.

See page 6B for more photos from the rehearsal.

GOP waits and sees on school fundmg

state judge is expected to rule next
week on whether the school finance

Asystem is broken, but lawmakers aren 't
anywhere near ready to launch repairs.

Instead, Republican leaders plan to wait for
an appeal and a final Texas Supreme Court
ruling so they know exactly what they are
forced to do.

In a twist, some of their rhetoric seems to
suggest school districts have only themselves
to blame for the postponement of hopes of
restoring funds cut back from education two
years ago.

The delay in acting is business-as-usual
for the Legislature, which as an institution
typically waits as education funding problems
get bad enough to prompt a lawsuit by school
districts. Then lawmakers wait some more,
until the state’s highest court outlines the
parameters of the mess they must fix.

Senate Finance Chairman Tommy Wil-
liams, R-The Woodlands, said at a hearing
last week that lawmakers should pay attention
to those who want funding restored for key
education programs.

But Williams also stressed the need to
weigh that against other education-related
fundingdcmuxls.andhcrepealedhisbelicf
lhlt the ongoing lawsuit makes it difficult
thﬂn in additional mmy for

PEGGY
FIKAC

San Antonio Express-News

He also seemed to suggest that schébl das-
tricts used the courthouse as an alternative to
discussion, odd to those who remember quite
a school funding debate in the 2011 legisla-
tive session.

“l1 wish the school districts would sit down
and talk to us,” Williams said. “It really ties
our hands when they file a lawsuit.”

From one perspective, it makes sense for
lawmakers to hang on to state dollars until
they know what they have to do. If lawmakers
put money in one place, and the court rules
that funds are needed elsewhere, they could
be in a fix.

But it makes little sense to blame school
districts for suing after lawmakers in 2011
cut back spending by $5.4 billion, compared

to previous funding levels, to help bridge

coming

POTENTIAL PILFERER Longtime

MISD
employee
retires

Bv Meredith Moriak

pmmoriak @ mrt. com

Another chapter n
Patty Smith's hife story 1S

to a close
Thursday
upon her
retire-
ment from
Mudland
ISD.

Smith
worked
52 years
for MISD
in positions including
substitute. Midland High
instructional services di-
rector and district director
of social studies. Her most
recent position, director of
the annual Celebrations ot
Light Storvtelhing Festival.
has been her favornte.

“Social studies. charac-
ter education and storytell-
ing are all special interests
of mine. but nothing could
have been more fun and
rewarding the last few
vears than the storytelling
festival.” said Smith, who
retired from her duties as
director of MISD's soial
studhes and character
education departments n
2008 to focus solely on the
storytelling testival on a
part-time basis.

Smith introduced a
storytelling presence to
Midland in 1992 when
two tellers shared thewr
tactics with 65 teachers.
Over the years. the festival
has grown to include three
weeks of in-school instruc-
tional workshops. teacher
traiming workshops and
communitywide concerts
that feature 10 storytell-
ers. The program touched
12.235 members of the
community i 2012, Smith
said.

Though difficult to let
go, knowing storytell-
ing may never have the
same presence in Mid-
land’s schools. Smith said
it’s time she truly enter
retirement so she and her
husband can travel, relax,
visit family and pursue
hobbies.

*“So many people wait to
retire until they 're unable
to do anything because of
their health, and thankfully.
we’re not in that position,”
Smith saxd last week while
taking a break from pack-
ing her office in the MISD
administration building.

Though she no longer
will be responsible for the
program, Smith said she
has agreed to serve as an
advisor to a group of Mid-
landers who would like to
continue the festival.

“I'd hope that we'll be
able to have a festival here
in December of every year
to try and continue the es-
tablished precedent,” sad
Sue Roseberry, who has
participated in the festival
for nine years and hopes to
continue the tradition.

Smith

Please see SMJTH/3B
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Albert Neal Provence, 83,
of Midland passed away on
Janvary 26, 2013. He was
bom on November 17, 1929
i Dale, Oklahoma After a
serics of moves including
Sulpher Spnings, Bogato,
Spur, Terminal and ultimate-
ly Midland he retired.

He i1s preceded in death by
his wife Florence Anna, pa-
rents, Willie Robert and Net-
tic Lee Provence, one broth-
er, Lonnmie Leo Provence,
three sisters:  Kathenne
Brantley, Pearl Cherry and
Joyce Proctor. |

He 1s survived by his two
daughters, Donna Holbrook
of Cushing, Texas and Linda
SuCarol Provence Ortiz and
husband Richard of Midland.
Texas. He 1s also survived by
seven grandchildren: Gaylene
Tubbe and husband James of
Reklaw. Texas. Rebecca Hol-
brook of Reklaw. Texas, Jeff
Holbrook and wife Karen of

East Mountain. Texas. Betti- |

na Holbrook of Cushing,
Texas. Joseph Holbrook and
Frankie of Cushing. Texas,
Sissy  Oruz
Storm Ortiz both of Midland.
He also leaves behind 20
great grandchildren. 15 great
great  grandchildren  one

and Gabnel |

niece. one nephew and sever-
al cousins. The tamrly would
like to give a special thanks

to Lindell P. Finch.

Graveside service will be
held at 10:00am on Wednes-
2013 at
Park
with Joe Sanders officiating.
Online condolences may be

day. January 30,
Resthaven Memonal

offered at www ellisfunerals.
CUMIT.

lis Funeral Home

Funcrals & Cremations
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Cheryl Roark

Cheryl Roark. 68. of An-
drews passed away Fndayv.
Janvary 25, 2013 in a Lub-
bock Hospital.

A vistaton will be held
Monday from 6-8 PM ai
McNett Funeral Home.

Funeral services will be
[:00 PM January 29. 2013 at
Means memonal  United
Methodist Church. Rev.
James Egan of Gamesville.
Texas will officiate. Bunal
will follow in Kermut Ceme-
tery in Kermit. Texas.

Cheryl was born Septem-
ber 26. 1944 in Lubbock.
Texas to CA. and Vivian
Mitchell. She grew up In
Kermit. and was the first
Kermit Yellow Jacket mas-
col.  She mamed Robert
Roark February 20. 1963 n
Carlsbad. NM. Thev moved
10 Andrews from Dumas.
lexas in 1979.

Chervl was the grand-
daughter of one of the Pio-
neer Ranch famihies of West
Teéxas.

She loved going to Kermut
High School reumons and
Ex's gathenings and catching
up with all of her old frniends
and classmates. She loved to
visit Santa Fe, NM and she
loved ant. Cheryl also loved
gomng to Rudoso and the
horse races. She was a mem-
ber of the Amenican Quarter
Horse Association and each
vear would go to the AQHA
World Show.

Chervl loved people and
talking to people and she was
very involved with her chil-
dren and grandchildren.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, C_A. and Viv-
ian  Mitchell. grandparents

FIKAC
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turned out to be bilhions of dollars off

the mark).

School districts are coping with the
reduced spending as they deal with
higher state academic standards and
a growing population of low-income
students. who can need extra help in

sCchool.

There’s an argument to be made
for paying for programs that educa-
tion experts say are beneficial to such
students — such as the one help-

ing schools expand prekindergarten
programs from a half day to a tull
day — whether or not a count forces

the 1ssue.

Lawyer David Thompson, a veteran
participant in Texas’ senes of pub-

lic education funding lawsuits who

IS representing a group of school

of Dallas; grandchildren,

Finnley “Finn" Mitchell Ran-

kin and Vivian Mills Rankin.

Memonal fits may be
made to Cal Farley's boys

Ranch, the AQHA or the
American Diabetes Associa-
lion.

Geneva Turner

Geneva Campbell Tumer
long-ime resident of Mid-
land, Texas. departed this hfe
on January 27. 2013. Gene-
va was born August 6. 1922
in Randlett. Oklahoma to pa-
rents Bessie Doss Campbell
(1895-1981) and L. O.
Campbell (1891-1953). both
of whom predeceased her.
The family moved from
Randlett to Burkbumett.
Texas in 1927. where her fa-
therr owned a grocery
store/service station. Geneva
graduated from Burkburnett
high school in 1939 and at-
tended Draughan's Business
College m Wichita Falls.
Texas. and later Cameron

. University in Lawton, OKkla-

homa. She mamed John Ed-
win Tumer (1919-1995) on
October 26, 1945. The cou-
ple resided in Austin. Texas

“while John obtained his de-

gree 1n geology. They
moved to Midland. Texas in
February 1950, and resided
in Mudland from 1950 to
John's death. John was a
consulting geologist in Mid-
land for many years with the
firm of Penn Hills & Turner.
Geneva worked at Sinclair

- il Company (later Atlantic
- Richfield) for over 30 years

- and retired in 1984. Her be-

loved companion and hus-
band John predeceased her in
1995. She temporanly resid-
ed in Duncan, Oklahoma at
the Chisholm Traill Retire-
ment Center from 2002 to
2007 and then returned to
Midland permanently.
Geneva 1s survived by her
sister,
Burkbumett. Texas: sister-in-
law. Dorothy Campbell of
Duncan. Oklahoma; eight
niecces and nephews. Lisa
Kuntz of Austin, Sylvia

Sparks, Carole Buckholts and |

Robin Emerson, all of Dun-
can. Rhett Campbell of
Houston, Karl Kuntz of Bel-
lingham. Washington. Enc
Kuntz of Fairbanks, Alaska.
and Renae Campbell of
McKinney. Texas: and nu-
merous great- and great-great

nieces and nephews.  She |

was also predeceased by her
brother Carl T. Campbell
(1916-1999) of Duncan.
Oklahoma: sister Nedra
Kuntz (1918-2004) of San
Antonio, Texas; brother Rob-
ert L. Campbell (1924-2008)
of Duncan. Oklahoma; and
niece. Ronda . Campbell
(1952-2004) of Burkbumett,
Texas.

Geneva was a very special
person. _full of life and ener-
gy. always smling. and con-

- tinually brightening the lives

of all who knew and loved
her. She knew and loved the
word of God and will be
deeply missed by her many
loving friends and relations.
The family will receive
fnends at the funeral home
on Tuesday, Janvary 29,
2013 from 6:00-8:00PM. A

districts 1n the current case. said that
“there has been a tremendous amount l

S
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service will be held Wednes-

, Jansary 30, 2013 &
l: at the Funeral Home.
Interment will be at the
Resthaven Memonal Park in
Midland.

The famly specially | guestbook
thanks her fnends and | hamil.com

caregivers, Mana Bacza, Ro-
sa Sanchez, Ruth Natividad,
Teena McKinney, and Yo-
landa Ohlivas; and special
thanks and a big hug to
Stephana Meek, John’s long-
time secretary and Geneva's
long-time fnend.
Armrangements are being
handled by Nalley-Pickle and
Welch Funeral Home. Online
condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Lucille Bohner of |

Lloyd Duane Hagemeier.
77, passed away Sunday.
Janvary 27. 2013. m
Duncanville, TX. Graveside
services will be 2:00p.m..
Wednesday. January 30,
2013 in the Elhott-Hamil
Garden of Memones Ceme-
tery with Allen McNew offi-
ciating. Visitation will be

Tuesday eveming from 5 to |

7p.m. at Elliott-Hamil Funer-
al Home, 5701 Hwy 277
South.

Lloyd was born on Febru-
ary 3. 1935 to Loyd A. and
Louise A. Hagemeier in Ster-
ling. Colorado. His family
moved to California in 1938
and lived in Fresno, CA untl
his mother’s death in 1946.
He then moved with his fa-
ther and step-mother, Ruby
Hagemeier te San Jose. CA
in 1947 and lived there until
he graduated from Willow
Glen High School in 1953.

Lloyd joined the Air Force
on January 8, 1954 and
served with the Air Force Se-
cunty Service stationed 1n
Alaska. Germany. New
York. Califorma, and Texas.
He mamed Sandra Lynn

Chatfee in 1957 and they di- |

vorced in 1974

After discharge from the
service. Lloyd hived in Owe-
go, N.Y. and Arlington, TX
while working for Prudential
Insurance Co. He entered the
ministry in 1969 while in Ar-
lington, and served many
churches 1in Central Texas
Conference of the United
Methodist Church. Lloyd
was a 1972 graduate of Bay-
lor University in Waco, TX
(BA) and Texas Chnstian
University. Brte Divimity
School in 1977(Mdiv).

In 1975 Lloyd mamed Ol-
lie Jewell Sides Hagemerer
and together, they continued
to serve United Methodist
Churches m the Central
Texas area until their retire-
ment on June 1, 1999. They
moved to Midland and then
to Abilene 1n 2010.

Survivors include his wife,
Ollie Hagemeier of Abilene;
his children, Laura Lynn
Bourgeois of Tyler, TX,
Douglas Duane Hagemeier of
Round Rock, TX, Stephen
Sean Hagemeier of Aubum,
CA. Patnck Paul Hagemeier
of Hereford. TX, and Kerryn
Kelly Barrera of Sugar Land.
TX. sixteen grandchildren;
and fourteen great-
grandchildren. He s also
survived by four step-sons.
Jimmy Wayne McNew of
Kerrville, TX. Tom McNew
of Abilene, TX. Allen
McNew of Midland, TX,
Ralph L. McNew of Duncan,

OK.: eleven step-

grandchildren: and seventeen | DOFSTRY Nillired

step-great-grandchildren. m m
In hieu of flowers, the fami-

ly has asked that memonals
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| Pike, Justin Boles. Chnsty

Al 1N

Teresa Ann Boles

SERVICES: Wednesday |
Jan. 30, 2013 at 2:00 P.M. at
LaGrone Blackbum Shaw |
Funeral Home Coulter Road
Chapel, 8310 S. Coulter, |
Amarillo. The family will re-
ceive guests this evening al
the funeral home from 5
PM.-7PM.

BURIAL: Memonal Park
Cemetery by LaGrone Black-
burn Shaw Funeral Directors
Coulter Road.

BIOGRAPHY: Teresa
was born on March 16, 1927
in Elgin, OK to Thomas Tit-
ah Parker. son of Quanah
Parker, and Helen Mane
Fisher Parker. She graduated
from Chilocco Indian School
in Chilocco, OK. Teresa had
worked as a cook at the Her-
ring Hotel and Campbell’s
Pancake House and as a meat
wrapper at the meat market
of Furr’s Supermarket. She is
the grand-daughter of Chief
Quanah Parker, the last chief
of the Comanche nation, and
she was a member of the
Inter-Tnbal Organization
here in Amarillo.

PRECEDED IN DEATH:
her parents, 2 brothers, Ed-
ward Parker of Apache, OK
and Wiliam Parker of Ho- |
bart. OK. 2 great-grandsons,

Cole Kelley and Travis
Boles.
SURVIVORS : 4 daugh-

ters, Mary Ann Endres and
husband John of Okmulgee.
OK, Ginger Stephens and
husband Mike of Friona.
Melanie Bowman of Mid-
land. and Nancy Boles of
Amanllo; a son. Richard
Boles and wife Cyndi of
Amanllo: 7 granddaughters
and 4 grandsons. Lesley

Boles. and Holly Kelley all
of Amarillo and Bobby Ellis,
Debrah McKay and Brenda
Sloan all of Okmulgee, OK,
John Stephens of Clovis.
NM. Amy and Dawvid Ste-
phens of Fniona, and Katie
Bowman of Midland; a step-
granddaughter, Sarah Lee of
Amanllo; a step-grandson,
Jason Wilhlams of AZ; 2
brothers. Elmer Parker of
Salt Lake Cuy, UT and
Charles Parker of Lubbock:
and 30 great-grandchildren.
MEMORIALS: Famly
suggests memonials be made
to Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Amarnllo or Amanllo Hu-
mane Society.
Please wvisit our

online

guestbook at: www_lagronebl
ackburnshaw.com

Dorothy Mildred Riley
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held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday.
anuary 29, 2013 at First
Baptist Church in Seminole.
Burial will follow at Gaines
County Memorial Cemetery.
All services are under the di-

| S

she was introduced to by a mgfﬂoyuf:umra]
common friend during WWII | Home of Seminole.

whom she had only talked on | He is survived by three
the phone and had wntten | sons Carl Stracemer, Roy

letters for about two months.
She amved In Gaimsvi_llc,

when he passed away, 56
years 11 months and 6 days.

This mamage produced
four childrep of which Jerry
Joe Strickland and Tana Gail
Strickland both died at birth.
Survivors are son (Bill)
Wilham B. Stnckland, Jr.
and wife Virgima of Stanton
and daughter Pamela Sue
Strickland Busbee of Mid-
land and the late Bobby Lee
Busbee. Grandchildren, Me-
lissa Ann Strickland Burnett
and spouse Gary of New
Braunfels, Texas: Bnan Todd
Strickland and spouse Chris-
ty of New Braunfels, Texas;
Cody Lee Busbee of Mid-
land: and Lindsay Renee
Busbee Haltom and spouse
Chns of Edmond. Oklahoma:
seven great grandchildren
and many mieces and neph-
Eews.

Dorothy lived in Midland
for 66 years. Duning part of
that ume she worked in a
small delvhamburger place in
west Midland called Bowen's
Drug Store on Thomason
Dnve behind Bowen's Gro-
cery Store located at Wall &
Thomason. She served many
hamburgers. pimento cheese
sandwiches and tuna fish
sandwiches to lots of Mid-
land residents. Our mother
was the sweetest hittle lady
and will be deeply missed.

Graveside services will be

Dean Stracener and wife Cin-
dy, Paul Lee Stracener and

Salvador. Olivas Galindo.
73, passed away on Monday.
January 28. 2013.

Prayer service will be held
tonight at 7:00p.m. at
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin
Chapel. Funeral service is set
for Wed.. Jan. 30, 2013 al
11:00 a.m. at Iglesia Bautista
Betel. Interment will follow
at Seremity Memonal Gar-
dens.

He is survived by his wife.
Jesus H. Galindo; his son.
Leo Galindo a; daughters.
Mariveh Armendariz, Bahola
Galindo. Norma Hemandez.
Josefina Aranda, Mary Cor-
tez and Leticia Gonzalez.
brothers. Bemjamin Galindo.
Leopoldo Galindo. and Isidro
Galindo and Victor Galindo:
two  sisters.  Evangelina
Baeza and Aulana Galindo:
nineteen grandchildren. elev-
en great grandchildren. one
great-great  grandchild and
numerous nephews, nieces
and cousins.

Scott Randall Whitlow. 35.
of Big Sprning died Monday.
January 21. 2013.

Memonal services will be
held at a later date. Arrange-
ments are by Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

He 1s survived by one

| ' daughter: Amanda Whitlow

oy esday. Ay = | of Victoria. TX: and two

Myron Unruh officiating &f:::hf;;hisoﬂ?xwmﬂﬂiﬁ:
at Resthaven Cemetery in | i 0 or G andfalls. TX
Midland. S
Arrangements are  under | il McNealey

the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory. Online condolen-
ces can be made at www.npw
elch.com

' Death Notices

Cielo and Estrella Luna. |

stillborn twins of Joel and
Christina Luna of Midland,
passed away on Fniday, Janu-
ary 25, 2013.

Graveside service was held
yesterday at Seremty Memo-
nal Gardens. Graveside serv-
ice 1s under the direction of
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin  Fu-
neral Home and Chapel.

They are survived by
their parents: grandparents.
Viviana Sauceda of Midland.
Femando Luna of Odessa
and Arlene Luna of Midland;
Numerous uncles. aunts. and
COusins.

Dorothy Jones
Dorothy J. (Dottie) Jones
of Big Spring. passed away
on Sunday, January 27, 2013.
Graveside services will be
held at the Peace Chapel at
Trinity Memonal Park Wed-
nesday, January 30, 2013, at
11:00 a.m. Visitation will be
held at Nalley-Pickle &

| Welch Funeral Home from

Wilham Thomas
McNealey. 96, passed away
on January 27. 2013 in Big
Spring. Texas.

Funeral mass will be held
today at 2:00 p.m. at St. Ste-
phen’s Catholic Church. In-
terment will be held 1in Clin-
ton, lowa. Funeral mass s
under the direcion of
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin  Fu-
neral Home.

He is survived by his fami-
ly. sons. Larry McNealey:
Thomas (Tommy) McNealy
and Robert (Bob) McNealey:
a daughter, Mardelle L. Wise
and a brother, David
McNealey. three grandchil-
dren. eight great grandchil-
dren and numerous nephews,
nieces and cousins.

Willy Zacharias Jr.

Willy Zachanas, Jr. passed
away Sunday. Januvary 27.
2013.

Funeral services will be
held Friday, February 1, 2013
at First Baptist Church al
2:00 p.m. Bunal will follow
at Gaines County Cemetery.
All services are onder the di-
rection of Boyer Funeral
Home. |

He is survived by: father
Wilhelm Zachanas, mother
Helena Zachanas, one broth-
er, six sisters, and numerous
nephews and nieces.

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, it g 4 L ARES] 1
January 29. 2013, All Obituaries must be
She is survived by her hus- | submifed by 3:30 PM. prior

be sent to the Amencan | Strnickland, 88 of Midland | Jones: three sons, Dana

Olive Garden sponsors essay contest on hunger

of dialogue between school districts

and the Legislature, and | hope and

said.

expect that that will continue.”
Thompson would like to see a sense
of urgency about matching the fund-
ing available with the amount it takes I
to educate a diverse group of students
at the level expected by the state.
Waiting to deal with the issue, while
not unusual, means an opportunity
lost for another group of children, he

“Were not talking about widgets
or ball bearings. We're talking about
kids,” Thompson said. “l do think

there’s some urgency around it. ... The

history has been that the Legislature
has tended to wait until they get a
Supreme Court decision, but there’s
nothing that requires them to do that.”

.

‘ -

From wire reports ner at the Olive Garden in. March 22.
Times Square and a $2,500 Entry forms and complete
ORLANDO, Fla. — Es- savings bond. In addition, rules are available at www.
says on ending hunger are Olive Garden will provide olivegarden.com/About-Us/
being accepted for the 17th  a $5,000 grant to support News-and-Media/Pasta- |
annual Pasta Tales contest hunger initiatives in the Tales/. |
sponsored by Olive Garden.  winner’s community. Entries must include the
The contest is for first- The winners in each of writer's name, C
through 12th-graders. The the 12 grade categories will  address, phone number with
essays should be between receive a $500 savings bond  area code, grade, date of
50 and 250 words and on and a family dinner at alo-  birth and a statement that
the topic “How would you  cal Olive Garden restaurant.  the work is his or her own.
| help end hunger in your Submissions will be Entries must be
community?” judged based on creativity, by March 22 and sent to
The grand-prize winner adherence to theme, organi- Pasta Tales, PMB 2000,
will receive a three-day zation, grammar, punctua- , 6278 N. Federal Hi
family trip to New York tion and spelling. way, Fort , Fla.
City that includes din- Deadline to enter is , 33308-1916.

wWww.mywestitexas.com
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UNM redesigns math class
for struggling students

i ! ™

"J

Associated Press
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — The University of New
Mexico is taking a new approach to help ing math

students as the school strives to reach higher pass and

retention rates.

A new math lab provides a setting for a redesigned

remedial course, with students using
pace instead of attending

at their own

to leam
lectures.

Teachersandlulmmmhandmdrhbtoassist |
The course is divided into three sections, and students

have to master each section before

they move on to the

next. Students can stretch the course work beyond a
semester if they need more time to finish, the university

said.

UNM President Bob Frank said the goal “is to have
our students succeed, and we know that this a stumbling
block for many students because they 're not well-pre-
pared in math,” the Albuquerque Journal reported.

There was a celebration for the new lab’s opening on

Fnday.
The university

conducted a pilot program for the

redesigned course, Math 120, last fall, and now more than

1.000 students are enrolled.

Math lecturer Jenny Ross, who helps run the new pro-
gram, said many students in last semester’s pilot program
said they failed Math 120 multiple times, including some
who were taking the course for the fifth and sixth times.

Ross said it’s too early to show how students in the pi-
lot program performed compared to their peers who took
the traditional lecture course last semester.

However, one challenge that’s evident so far has
been to keep students engaged and completing their

coursework.

Because the program is self-paced and without dead-
lines. keeping students on track has been “a little hard.”

Ross said.

Rural school officials:

Give Texas teachers guns

Associated Press

*“ AUSTIN — Supennten-
dents of three small rural
school districts that allow
some teachers to carry
guns told Texas lawmakers
Monday that the practice
provides a cnitical measure
of safety for students in the
event of a campus shoot-
ing. but a law enforcement
cxpert said it also could put
those teachers at “high nsk™
of being mistakenly shot by
responding officers.

Lawmakenrs are grappling
with the idea of allowing
more non-law enforcement
personnel to bring guns into
classrooms n the wake ot
last month’s shootings at

From 1B

while increasing salanes to
attract teaching applicants
o an area where housing
1s scarce and exceedingly
eXpensive,

There 1s cautious hope
that with the economy
rebounding. the Legisla-
ture will, at a4 mimimum.
fund Texas schools for the
80.000 additional students
coming into the system
¢ach year and. at best.
restore some of the cuts
made two years ago. We
will see.

So. what does this mean
to the average parent’
Class sizes have increased.
Teachers must grade more
papers. work harder and
above all. work smarter. It
1s similar to what I expen-
enced at AT&T, except my
pay 1s half what it was n
the corporate world.

Has the commitment
lessened in the classroom?
The answer 1s a strong no.

Over the past few years |
have spoken to UTPB edu-
cation majors and opined
that they should not teach
because they love science
or social studies. They
should enter-the teaching
profession only if they love
kids and love the mission

Smimn

From 1B

—_—

Without someone to
coordinate the festival and

write grants dunng the year,

Roseberry said 1t’s likely
future storytelling festi-
vals will follow a differemt
framework that doesn’t
involve weeks of school-
based workshops. Instead,
the event will focus on a
weekend of concerts with
national storytellers.

“If there is going to be
success going forward,
we'll owe that all to Patty
and how well she camed
everything out during her
tenure,” Roseberry said.
“She has single-handedly
run this festival for 20
years. Yes, she’s had help
and she’ll be sure to give
that credit, but she’s done
all the grant writing and is
the face of storytelling in

our community. I can’t even

imagine trying to undertake
what she did.” |
Roseberry said she plans
partaer with an existing
nonprofit with a similar

mwbq&m

to

a Connecticut elementary
school. The rural school
officials testified duning a
joint hearing of the Senate
education and agniculture.
rural affairs and homeland
security committees — the
first such heanng to take
public tesumony on the
matter.

Dawvid Thweatt. supenn-
tendent of Harrold Indepen-
dent School Distnict near the
Oklahoma border. said some
teachers and administrators
who have concealed hand-
gun licenses are allowed to
bring their weapons 1o class.
The goal. he said. 15 to mini-
mize the damage a gunman
can do inside a school in the
time it takes police officers
[0 amve.

of prepanng our kids for
an ever-changing world.

[eaching 1s a tough,
stress-laden profession.
Each day 1s ditterent and
unpredictable. This year.
I 've had a male student
break down n tears at the
end of class from self-
induced tension and had a
girl remove a tooth nmd-
class, holding 1 up for all
to see. Teachers are not just
academicians anymore. We
deal with students who are
impacted by divorce. fam-
ily dysfunction. hunger and
homelessness.

| guess you tould call
me an optimist or insane.
Yet | have students, who
have lost a parent through
death or who have been
shuffled around to multiple
guardians, come 1n each
day with a smile and gentle
resolve to give their best.
Students want someone 10
believe in them and often
a teacher 1s the only one to
do so.

| cannot control what
the Texas Legislature does.
But, | can control my
classroom. My classroom
will be a safe place, a
warm place and a place to
belong for your student.
And, we will learn, we will
grow and we will thrive.

going.

Though it’s sad 10 move
on, Smith said she knows
it’s time.

“I will miss every bat of
this and will have to leamn
to cope with it and not get
strung out,” Smith said.

“1 have loved every job |
have ever had with Midland
schools and I would wish
for evéry employee to be
able to say that.”

A retirement party for
Smith is planned for 3to 5
p.m. Thursday in room 101
of the Midland ISD admin-
istration building, 615 W.
Missour Ave.
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ALL-STATE
From IB “I dont do well in in the All-State Band the truly dedicate rehearsal

Though she didn't mak
state on bassoon. Smth s

submitted recording on the

contrabassoon did 1m-
press judges and she was
selected to the All-State
Band.

“My mtention in the
future 1s 1o make all-state

on bassoon. not just sneak

through the back door on
contra.” said Smith. who
looking forward to conce

rehearsals with other musi-

cians at TMEA.

As a second-year all-
stater, Moreno said he
knows his peers will be
amazed by the high-level

of musicality they experi-

ence at All-State.

“1 was not prepared tor

school so thas s the thing |
¢ can be good at. My parents
are finally proud of me.”

sard Snow. who would

practice cach might after
cetiing off work at Chack-

hl-A.
Securnng her spot in

the All-State Band didn't
happen overmight and was
something that took a lot
of patience and determina-
is  ton. said Wilcox. a French

rt  horn playel

moved on.”

people to be amazing and

flawless hike that.” said

Moreno of his expenence
last February. “There’s so ﬂ

much talent in the All-
State Choir and everyone

1s so involved 1n the music.

With the music. you feel
more than what you've
ever felt.”

For Snow, making All-
State Band was a huge

feeling of accomplishment

HOLIYWOOD

THEATERS

TALLCITY 14
4915 W. Loop 250 N.

GOHOLLYWOOD .cow

Get ready for the
weekend by reading

Thursdays in the
Reporter-Telegram
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