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NEW YORK (AP) — Crude oil prices 
have fallen to new lows for this year. So 
you’d think gas prices would sink right 
along with them.

Not so.
Last Thursday, for example, crude oil 

closed just under $34 a barrel, its lowest 
point for 2009. But the national average 
price of a gallon of gas rose to $1.95 on 
the same day, its peak for the year. On 
Friday gas went a penny higher.

To drivers once again grimacing as 
they tank up, it sounds like a conspira-
cy. But it has more to do with an energy 
market turned upside-down that has 
left gas cut off from its usual economic 
moorings.

The price of gas is indeed tied to oil. 
It’s just a matter of which oil.

The benchmark for crude oil prices 
is West Texas Intermediate, drilled ex-
actly where you would imagine. That’s 
the price, set at the New York Mercan-

See PRICES, Page 3

(AP photo/Paul Sakuma)

A customer gets ready to pump gasoline. Murmurs of price gouging by gas station owners and big oil companies 
turned into a howl last week as benchmark crude prices fell to a yearly low on the same day that retail gas prices 
hit a new high.

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Heads up, prospectors and 
rock hounds.

The Big Spring Prospectors 
Club is set to present its 40th 
annual Gem, Mineral and 
Jewelry Show March 7-8, and 
according to event coordina-
tors, the event is just as di-
verse as the stones and gems 
they work with.

Prospectors Club spokes-

woman Lola Lamb 
said the show — 
which is slated 
for the Howard 
County Fair Barn 
— has something 
or everyone in the 
family.

“Admission is 
free. We’ll have a 

dozen dealers coming from 
all over Texas, New Mexico 
and Arizona, and club mem-

bers will be doing demonstra-
tions. We’ll also have the spin-
ning wheel for the children, 
and there will be a wider of 
variety of novelties for the 
children to take home” said 
Lamb, a longtime Prospectors 
Club member. “There will be 
displays from the prospector 
groups in Midland and Lub-
bock, and possibly Abilene. 
They attend our shows and 
set up displays, and when 

they hold their shows we do 
the same for them.

“A lot of people probably 
don’t realize what can be in-
side what appears to be an 
ugly old rock. There will be 
plenty of displays showing 
what is actually inside a rock, 
and how it’s worked into jew-
elry. Several people at the 
show will be working with 
the stones so people can see 
the process they go through 

first hand.”
Lamb said demonstrations 

are a big part of the Gem and 
Mineral Show, which is slat-
ed for 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 7, and 10 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. Sunday, March 8.

“All of the demonstrations 
this year are going to be done 
by our local club members,” 
said Lamb. “They will be 

See SHOW, Page 3

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

A sprinkling of area school 
board candidates have thrown 
their hats into the ring, offi-
cials said.

Although several area dis-
tricts have yet to officially 
call for the May 9 elections, 

candidates can file at any 
time up until March 9.

School districts in Big 
Spring, Coahoma, Forsan, 
Stanton and Sands will hold 
trustee elections May 9. 
Glasscock County and Grady 
school districts hold their 
trustee elections at a later 
time, while Howard College 

will not have trustee elec-
tions this year.

In Big Spring, seats cur-
rently held by Maria Padilla 
(District 2) and Tony Ken-
nedy (District 4) are up for 
election this year. Both Pa-
dilla and Kennedy have filed 
their candidacies but no chal-
lengers have emerged as yet, 

Business Manager Debra 
Green said.

Both positions are for three 
years.

Candidates may file at the 
BSISD business office locat-
ed across the street from the 
high school on 11th Place dur-
ing normal business hours, 
Green noted.

Coahoma ISD will elect 
three trustees this year, offi-
cials noted. At-large positions 
currently held by Jody Reid, 
Allen Wright and Kirk Allen 
will be decided this year.

As of Friday, no one had 
filed for the election, said

See ELECTIONS, Page 3

ISD elections draw few candidates so far

What’s
the deal?
Crude prices down
but gasoline is rising

A gem of a show coming March 7-8

Lamb

By BETH FOUHY
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — It may sound like a 
nice problem for states — figuring 
out how to spend the billions in in-
frastructure funding they’ll receive 
as part of President Barack Obama’s 
economic stimulus plan.

But the task is more complicated 

than it seems, as state officials try 
to set priorities while managing 
competing pressures from commu-
nities, watchdog groups and federal 
regulators over how the money is al-
located.

Under the plan Obama is expected 
to sign into law early this week, 
states will divide $27 billion to build 

and repair roads and bridges. That 
is less than half the $64 billion in 
projects states told the American 
Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials late last 
year that they had ready to go.

The law also requires that half 

See STIMULUS, Page 3

States face competing priorities 
for spending stimulus monies 
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James ‘Jim’ Clary
James “Jim” Clary, 78, of Stanton died Saturday, 

Feb. 14, 2009, at his residence. His services are 
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home 
& Crematory of Big Spring.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 
a.m. today:

Note: An arrest log for Sunday, Feb. 15, was not 
made available by the BSPD in time for press.

• CLIFFORD STANLEY, 28, of Oregon, was arrest-
ed Saturday on a charge of parole violation issued 
by the Oregon Parole Board.

• EUGENE MANRIQUEZ, 48, of 637 Manor Lane, 
was arrested Saturday on a charge of hindering the 
discharge of officers’ official duties.

• THEFT was reported:
in the 1200 block of 11th Place.
in the 700 block of Interstate Highway 20.
in the 1700 block of FM 700.
• POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA was 

reported in the 300 block of Settles.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
in the 500 block of Westover Road.
in the 900 block of Runnels.
• ASSAULT BY CONTACT was reported in the 

1900 block of Highway 87.
• ABANDONING/ENDANGERING A CHILD was 

reported in the 800 block of Eighth Street.

• Rides of Hope is seeking vol-
unteers to assist with driving pa-
tients to Allison Cancer Center 
for appointments. Our plans are 
for round trip milage reimburse-
ment through RSVP. A meeting is 
planned to discuss this volunteer 
opportunity, Wednesday Feb. 
18 at 10 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church, located at 
the corner of Fourth and Scurry. 
The meeting will be in the Youth 
Hall.

• Due to the recent migration of 
bats at the Sacred Heart Church 
building, mass is being moved 
to Immaculate Heart of Mary on 
Hearn Street until further notice. 
These include 3:30 p.m. confes-
sions, the 5 p.m. mass and the 
11:30 a.m. mass.

• The mission of CASA of West 
Texas is to promote and support 
quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and 
neglect children in court in an 
effort to find each child a safe, 
nurturing and permanent home.  
CASA currently has 10 active vol-
unteers to serve the 55 plus chil-
dren of Howard County in foster 
care. A class is forming in How-
ard County and 20 volunteers are 
needed. For more information 
on becoming a CASA volunteer, 
please contact Robyn LaForge at 
(432) 683-1114.

• West Texas Opportunities 
Inc., through a Job Access Re-
verse Commute project with 
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation offers transportation 
to employment in Midland, on 
a limited schedule, Monday 

through Friday each week. This 
fixed route currently leaves Big 
Spring at 7 a.m. and makes a stop 
at the EZ Rider bus connection 
in downtown Midland. The route 
leaves Midland for the return to 
Big spring at 4:15 p.m. As a pro-
motional introduction, no fare 
is charged. Beginning April 1, 
the daily fare will be from $3 to 
$8, round-trip, depending on the 
number of passengers using the 
service. For more information, 
call Victor Enriquez, JARC coor-
dinator, at West Texas Opportu-
nities, (800) 245-9028.

• The Permian Basin Founda-
tion has awarded West Texas 
Opportunities Inc. $130,000 
through the Texas Resources for 
Iraq Afghanistan Deployment 
fund. WTO will assist current 
and former military personnel 
serving in Iraq or Afghanistan 
and their families. Funding will 
serve Howard, Martin, Andrews, 
Borden, Dawson, Ector, Fisher, 
Gaines, Glasscock, Midland, 
Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and Up-
ton counties. For more informa-
tion, contact Diana Martinez or 
Debbie Wilson at 110 Johnson in 
Big Spring or call (432) 267-9536.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Cen-
ter’s Relay for Life team is selling 
cookbooks to raise funds for the 
American Cancer Society. The 
cookbooks can be purchased at 
the PBX operator’s booth for $10 
apiece. For more information, 
contact Beverly Grant at 268-
4952.

• HATS (Hope After The Sad-
ness), an American Cancer Soci-
ety Resource Room is available 
at First Methodist Church. This 
center provides information and 
valuable resources for those af-
fected by cancer. This HATS 

ministry, established in memory 
of the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, 
maintains a room with free hats, 
wigs and head coverings avail-
able for check-out by those deal-
ing with hair loss due to cancer 
treatment. Other services and 
resources are also available. Con-
tact the “Hat Lady,” Marci Lyk-
ken at 267-2915.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored 
by the American Cancer Society, 
seeks volunteers to drive cancer 
patients to treatment in Midland. 
This requires just a few hours 
commitment each month. To vol-
unteer, or to request a ride for 
treatment, call (877) 277-1618, the 
High Plains American Cancer 
Group Report Center. Anyone 
wishing to volunteer to drive in 
this program should call Sherry 
Hodnett, president of the Big 
Spring ACS Board, at 264-7599 at 
her office at Home Hospice.

• Bring joy and kindness to oth-
ers by becoming a Compass Hos-
pice volunteer. Help those at the 
end of life’s journey. Make a dif-
ference in someone’s life. Call 
263-5999 to begin your journey.

• All Creatures Sanctuary and 
Rescue has an account set up 
with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 
N. Hwy. 87 for all types of metals 
and aluminum cans. Please tell 
them that your donations are for 
All Creatures Sanctuary and Res-
cue. All Creatures Sanctuary and 
Rescue is also still taking weight 
circles off of all Purina brand dog 
foods. Send your Purina Weight 
Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, 
Coahoma 79511. All Creatures 
Sanctuary and Rescue is still ac-
cepting old and used cell phones 
and ink jet cartridges, for drop off 
locations in Big Spring and Coa-
homa, Call Melanie at 267-7387.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to 

noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the 
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 
398-5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets 
at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

TUESDAY
• Grief share, sponsored by Home Hospice and the 

First Presbyterian Church, Seventh and Runnels 
(north end door), meets at 6 p.m.. Drop-ins are 
welcome. For more information, contact Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599.

• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St. 

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m. and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 

more information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 

p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-
smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 
p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers 
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday 
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each 
month at 8 p.m.

CHANGING DATES
• The local National Alliance on Mental Illness 

group meets every two weeks in the basement of 
the Howard County Library. For dates and times, 
contact Ramona Blassingane at 263-9748.

Residents who were unable to attend the Texas 
Department of Highways presentation on the 
pending renovation of Gregg Street may see it on 
Channel 17 at 9 p.m. through Feb. 22.

Exceptions are Monday and Wednesday, when 
city council meetings will air.

You can also access the video by going to www.
mybigspring.com and click on Community TV on 
the left panel.

The $5.8 million project, which is expected to begin 
soon and last for about 10 months, will result in a 
complete resurfacing of Gregg from FM 700 north to 
Fourth Street.

Your Local Weather
Tue

2/17

76/43
Considerable clouds
early. Some decrease in
clouds later in the day.
Warm.

Wed
2/18

70/34
Sunshine. Highs in the
low 70s and lows in the
mid 30s.

Thu
2/19

59/30
Mainly sunny. Highs in
the upper 50s and lows
in the low 30s.
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Police blotter

Take Note

Support Groups

TODAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 

meets at 5 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 
10th and Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting be-
gins at 5:30 p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819. 

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:45 p.m. at 
Dragon China Buffett. 

• DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 
p.m. at 610 Abrams St.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 
p.m. at 606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane. 

• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. 
in the high school band hall. All band parents 
are invited to attend. 

• Howard County Master Gardeners meet at 
5:30 p.m. in the basement of the county court-
house. The public is invited.

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Howard County Library. All working 
artists and those interested in art are invited 
to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Free blood pressure screenings from 9:30 

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Salvation Army, 811 W. 
Fifth St., provided by InHome Care. 

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane. 

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the 
Big Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 
p.m. in the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St. 

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp 

U42060 meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restau-
rant. 

• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. 

• Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Associa-
tion meets at 5:30 p.m. in the Big Spring City 
Council Chambers, 307 E. Fourth.

• League of United Latin American Citizens 
LULAC Chapter 4791 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. The 
public is invited. 

• American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. 
Call 263-2084 for more information.

• Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of 
America meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg 
Building, 309 S. Main St.

• Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 
7:30 p.m. at 2101 Lancaster. 

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 

9 a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 
267-1037 or 267-7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restau-
rant.

• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at 
noon at the Howard College Cactus Room.

• Dance at the Senior Center, 1901 Simler, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

	
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact 
the Herald news room at 263-7331 or email edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com
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SHOW
Continued from Page 1

doing bead making, fas-
tening and cabochons, 
which are the round 
oblong stones you some-
times see in belt buckles 
and bolo ties.”

With 40 years of gem 
shows to celebrate, 
Lamb said the local 
group is doing it in 
style.

“The ruby is the 
40-year anniversary 
stone,” said Lamb. “So 
to celebrate 40 years 
of gem shows in Big 
Spring, we’ll be giving 
away a manmade ruby 
cut into the Star of Big 
Spring. That will be the 
grand prize.”

And while door prizes 
and plenty of beautiful 
stones for sale is a ma-
jor draw for the show 
each year, Lamb said 

she hopes area residents 
who have been bitten by 
the rock bug will use 
it as an opportunity to 
learn about the club and 
idts members do.

“It’s a hobby, but it’s 
also an ongoing pro-
cess,” she said with a 
smile. “You learn some-
thing new everyday, 
not only from other 
club members, but also 
when you go to a show 
or you pick up the rock 

and gem magazine. It’s 
a learning process, and 
most rockhounds like to 
share their knowledge 
with other people.

“My favorite part of 
the club is the collect-
ing and the mystery of 
it. Sawing a rock in half 
and seeing what’s inside 
is quite an experience, 
because you can’t tell 
what a rock looks like 
just by the outside of it. 
It’s fascinating to see 

how pretty it is on the 
inside sometimes. On 
the other hand, some-
times it’s nothing, but 
you just never know. 
You kick a rock, or 
throw it, and you never 
really think about what 
kind of beauty might be 
inside of it.”

For more information 
on the show, contact 
Lamb at 263-3340.

Contact Thomas Jen-

kins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

STIMULUS
Continued from Page 1

the money be spent on 
projects that have been 
vetted by the federal 
government and deemed 
“ready to go” in 120 
days, as a way to jolt the 
economy and create 
jobs. That means state 
officials are under pres-
sure to make decisions 
quickly on which proj-
ects to fund and which 
to bypass.

While many states 
have made their lists 
of “ready-to-go” infra-
structure projects avail-
able online for public 
review, others have re-
sisted, in part because 
the limited stimulus 
funding means only a 
fraction of the projects 
will receive money. 
Watchdog groups say 
it’s likely that state offi-
cials fear angering con-
stituents if a project ap-
pears on a wish list and 
then is struck from the 
final allocation.

“There will be huge in-
ternal battles in states 
about priorities,” said 
Phineas Baxandall of 
the Public Interest Re-
search Group.

In California, for ex-
ample, Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s office 
rejected a request by 
The Associated Press for 
a detailed list of “ready-
to-go” projects. The AP 
sought the information 
under the California 
Public Records Act, but 
the governor’s office 
last week said the docu-
ments were internal 
drafts, adding “disclo-
sure would chill critical 
communications to and 
within the Governor’s 
Office, thereby harming 
the public interest.”

The sheer volume of 
money directed toward 
state projects has fueled 
calls for transparency, 
with journalists, inter-
est groups and others 
demanding a full ac-
counting of which proj-
ects receive the fund-
ing, which are rejected, 
and why.

Massachusetts Gov. 
Deval Patrick addressed 
that sentiment last week 
when he named a local 
real estate developer to 
oversee bidding for the 
stimulus money. Patrick 
also set up a new Web 
site with information 
on every project that re-
ceives the money.

“I don’t want to send 
a mistaken impression 
there are pet projects,” 
Patrick said.

The governor appeared 
with the state’s attor-
ney general, Martha 
Coakley, who also will 
help track the stimulus 
funds.

“An ounce of preven-
tion in handling the 
money is worth a pound 
of grand jury investiga-
tions and civil litigation 
down the road,” Coak-
ley said.

Mindful of the accel-
erated timetable they 
face, states are mov-
ing quickly to develop 
mechanisms for identi-
fying priority projects 
and disbursing funding 
for them.

Some have created 
oversight commissions 
while others are leaving 
decisions to state tran-
sit officials. Some are re-
quired by law to involve 
state legislators, while 
legislators in states that 
don’t require their par-
ticipation are pressing 
to have input.

Ohio Gov. Ted Strick-
land, a Democrat, has 
retained a former U.S. 
diplomat as a tempo-
rary, unpaid “infra-

structure czar.” But the 
Republican-controlled 
Senate, concerned that 
Strickland could try to 
push stimulus funding 
through the state’s Con-
trolling Board instead of 
through the legislature, 
has drawn up a separate 
“spending blueprint” 
for the federal stimulus 
money.

Alabama Gov. Bob Ri-
ley, a Republican, has 
hired two former state 
finance officials to over-
see the stimulus money. 
New Hampshire Gov. 
John Lynch, a Demo-
crat, tapped a former at-
torney general to man-
age the funds, while 
Wisconsin Democratic 
Gov. Jim Doyle estab-
lished a state Office of 
Recovery and Reinvest-
ment led by the presi-
dent of a local electric 
utility and a vice chan-
cellor of the University 
of Wisconsin.

In Virginia, Gov. Tim 
Kaine, a Democrat, is 
taking a grass-roots ap-
proach, setting up a Web 
site seeking input from 
residents, local govern-
ments and community 
groups as to how the 
money should be spent. 
Nearly 600 suggestions 

poured in on the first 
day alone, state officials 
said.
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Juan Martinez Gonzales, 
75, died Thursday.  
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home

ELECTIONS
Continued from Page 1

Judy Dobbs, superintendent’s 
secretary for the district. Filings 
will be accepted at the CISD 
administration office adjacent to 
the high school.

At-large positions held by 
Lewis Boeker and Misty Rhoten 
will be decided this year at For-
san ISD. As of Friday afternoon, 
Boeker was the only candidate to 
have filed for election, said Judy 
Park, administration secretary 
for the district.

Candidates may file at the su-
perintendent’s office in the high 
school/junior high building, 
Park added.

Stanton ISD Superintendent 
David Carr said three positions 
on the SISD board are up for 
election this year — the District 
2 seat currently held by Ramiro 
Reyes and two at-large positions 
held by James “Pinky” Jones 
and Reggie Franklin, respec-
tively.

Both Reyes and Jones have 
filed for re-election, Carr said. 
Filings will be accepted during 
normal business hours at the ad-
ministration office at 200 N. Col-
lege St. in Stanton.

Sands CISD voters will elect 
three trustees this May, Superin-
tendent Wayne Blount said. At-
large positions currently held by 
Amy Parker, Steve Blagrave and 
Tommy Staggs will be decided.

The race has attracted two 
challengers — Wes Hughes and 
Nate Avey — but none of the in-
cumbents had filed as of Friday 
afternoon, Blount said.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Rea-
gan at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-
mail at reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com
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tile Exchange, that you see 
quoted on business channels 
and in the morning paper.

Right now, in an unusual mar-
ket trend, West Texas crude is 
selling for much less than infe-
rior grades of crude from other 
places around the world. A se-
vere economic downturn has 
left U.S. storage facilities brim-
ming with it, sending prices for 
the premium crude to five-year 
lows.

But it is the overseas crude 
that goes into most of the gas 
made in the United States. So 
prices at the pump will prob-
ably keep going up no matter 
what happens to the benchmark 
price of crude oil.

“We’re going definitely over 
$2, and I bet we’ll hit $2.50 be-
fore spring,” said Tom Kloza, 
publisher and chief oil analyst 
at Oil Price Information Ser-
vice. “This is going to be an un-
usual year.”

On the last day of 2008, gas 
went for $1.62 on average, ac-
cording to the auto club AAA, 
the Oil Price Information Ser-
vice and Wright Express, a 
company that tracks transpor-
tation data.

The recession in America has 
dramatically cut demand for 
crude oil, and inventories are 
piling up. So prices for West 
Texas crude have fallen well be-
low what oil costs from places 
like the North Sea, Saudi Ara-
bia and South America.

That foreign oil sells in some 
cases for $10 more per barrel — 
and that doesn’t even include 
shipping.

Brent North Sea crude, which 
feeds some East Coast refiner-

ies — and therefore winds up at 
many gas pumps around Amer-
ica — now costs about $7 more 
per barrel than the West Texas 
crude. Deutsche Bank analysts 
say the trend should continue.

Historically, West Texas Inter-
national crude has cost more. 
So nobody bothered building 
the necessary pipelines to carry 
it beyond the nearby refineries 
in the Midwest, parts of Texas 
and a handful of other places.

Now that the premium oil is 
suddenly very inexpensive, re-
finers elsewhere can’t get their 
hands on it.

“It’s so cheap,” said Lynn West-
phall, the senior VP of external 
affairs at San Antonio-based 
Tesoro, which owns a half doz-
en refineries on the West Coast 
and Hawaii. “But you can’t just 
build a pipeline to everywhere. 
We know we can’t get it.”

Tesoro’s refineries in North 
Dakota and Utah use locally 
drilled oil and Canadian oil, 
which also has been running 
about $10 more per barrel than 
West Texas crude.

So why not build more pipe-
lines? Because investing bil-
lions of dollars over several 
years makes no sense when 
the prices could just flip a year 
from now to where they were 
before.

“How long is WTI going to be 
cheaper than Venezuelan oil? 
Than Canadian?” asked Charles 
T. Drevna, president of the Na-
tional Petrochemical and Refin-
ers Association. “You just don’t 
build a pipeline like that.”

At the same time, refiners have 
seen the same headlines as ev-
eryone else about job losses and 
consumer spending. They’ve 
slashed production just to 
avoid taking losses on gasoline 
no one will buy. Result: Higher 

People report seeing 
falling debris in Texas 

DALLAS (AP) — Law enforcement agencies across 
Texas received numerous reports Sunday of a fire-
ball and falling debris.

John Foster, a spokesman for the Williamson 
County Sheriff’s Office in Georgetown, said depu-
ties and firefighters were out looking for debris af-
ter callers said they thought they saw a plane crash-
ing. Foster said the department took its helicopter 
up to search for the source of the debris, but found 
nothing.

“We don’t doubt what people saw” but they found 
no debris, he said.

The Federal Aviation Administration said it re-
ceived numerous reports across Texas of falling 
debris.

“We don’t know what it was,” said FAA spokes-
man Roland Herwig.

The U.S. Strategic Command said there was no 
connection to the sightings over Texas and Tues-
day’s collision of satellites from the U.S. and Rus-
sia.

“There is no correlation between the debris from 
that collision and those reports of re-entry,” said 
Maj. Regina Winchester, with STRATCOM.

The FAA notified pilots on Saturday to be aware of 
possible space debris after a collision Tuesday be-
tween U.S. and Russian communication satellites.

3 dead in apparent 
murder-suicide near Lufkin 

LUFKIN (AP) — Three people are dead near Lufkin 
after an apparent double murder-suicide.

Investigators believe 45-year-old Rickey Mullin, of 
Lufkin, shot and killed his estranged wife and her 
mother before turning the gun on himself. Authori-
ties found the bodies of 35-year-old Margaret Renee 
Mullin and her mother, 58-year-old Brenda Sue 
Mayo Alderman in a van and Rickey Mullin’s body 
in the yard of his home just outside Lufkin Satur-
day morning. The women lived in Nacogdoches.

Renee Mullin had filed for divorce in November.
Angelina County Sheriff’s investigator David Ro-

driguez says the women came over to the residence 
and “something went horribly wrong,” The Lufkin 
Daily News reported in its online edition Sunday.

State Briefs▼



P
resident Barack Obama 
just signed his first piece 
of legislation — the Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. 

You may remember Ledbetter’s 
case. She worked for the Good-
year Tire & Rubber Company for 
most of her career, 
and found out after 
many years that 
she had been paid 
less than the men 
doing the same job 
all along. To add 
insult to injury, 
she had trained 
a couple of those 
guys. 

The George W. 
Bush/Roberts/Ali-
to Supreme Court 
ruled in 2007 that 
though Ledbetter had indeed 
experienced discrimination, 
she was not entitled to damages 
because she hadn’t filed her 
lawsuit within 180 days of that 
first short paycheck — never 
mind that she didn’t discover the 
discrimination for more than a 
decade. 

The ruling overturned 40+ 
years of precedent. Up until 
Ledbetter v. Goodyear, courts 
had always ruled that a victim 
of wage discrimination had 180 
days from the day she found out 
about it to file suit, and that each 
new short paycheck started the 
countdown clock over again. In 
passing the new bill, Congress 
and President Obama have 
restored the law to the way it has 
been interpreted for the last four 
decades. 

But if you think that’s the 

answer to women’s pay inequity 
prayers, you’re dead wrong. 
Women still make only 77 cents 
to the dollar a man makes for 
full time year round work. We 
need more — much more. The 
main reason Lilly Ledbetter got 
shafted was that she didn’t know 
her situation as compared to the 
men. Employers are under no 
obligation to report pay statis-
tics, and in most companies you 
can get fired for talking pay with 
co-workers. Though federal leg-
islation to fix these two problems 
is in the pipeline, it’s been in the 
pipeline for over a decade. 

The governor of one state 
— New Mexico — is not wait-
ing. Bill Richardson (Obama’s 
choice for commerce secretary 
who voluntarily dropped out of 
consideration) has just signed 
an executive order in his state 
that is groundbreaking. Not only 
will the state as an employer 
have to study and report its own 
pay practices when it comes to 
gender and race, so will private 
sector companies that want state 
contracts. Richardson has de-
clared overcoming pay inequity 
and job segregation a priority, 
and established a high-powered 
task force to implement the 
needed changes. 

Employers are likely to wail 
and gnash their teeth. Won’t 
this cost money? Well maybe, 
but probably not that much. 
They already know who works 
for them, the gender and race of 
their employees, and how much 
they’re paid by job category. 
So gathering the data ought to 
be relatively simple. Besides, 

all employers won’t have to do 
it – just those that want state 
contracts, paid with dollars from 
taxpayers. In this day of bailouts 
and boondoggles at taxpayer ex-
pense, citizens footing the bills 
have a right to expect that any 
company getting government 
business pays its workers fairly. 
And there will be technical as-
sistance and reasonable excep-
tions for small business. 

By doing internal pay equity 
analyses, companies that have 
a problem and don’t know it 
will be able to find out and fix 
it before they get hauled into 
court for discrimination. And 
if they’re not doing anything 
wrong, they ought to be proud of 
it and willing to tell the world. 
Sure would cut down on all those 
“frivolous lawsuits” if employ-
ees could see the statistics up 
front and know they weren’t be-
ing shorted in the pay envelope. 

Congress did the right thing by 
bringing us back to a 40-year-old 
standard when it fixed Ledbet-
ter. But the state of New Mexico 
is way ahead of the curve, look-
ing forward, not backward.

Women ought to push the other 
49 governors to follow Richard-
son’s lead — particularly one 
self-described “feminist” who 
can see Russia from her house. 

 
Martha Burk is the author of 

“Cult of Power: Sex Discrimina-
tion in Corporate America and 
What Can Be Done About It,” just 
out from Scribner. She is also 
director, corporate accountability 
project for the National Council 
of Women’s Organizations.

I
n my unending desire to 
become even more famous, 
I now plan to become either 
an unbending leftist or a un-

wavering conservative. I’ll prob-
ably decide which by flipping a 
coin or checking to 
see whether I look 
better in a jacket 
and jeans or a suit 
with a bow tie.

Whether I want 
to be Rush Lim-
baugh or Keith 
Olbermann, I’ll fol-
low the easy path 
of never having to 
question anything 
to fame, riches 
and maybe a really 
big boat. When all 
your thoughts and 
values adhere rigidly to one phi-
losophy, there’s never any doubt 
how you feel about an issue and 
you never waste a single second 
thinking.

If I pick Republican, then 
Democrats are bad and I get 
to make easy points by calling 
them “Dumbocrats” saying “tax 
and spend” a lot and raising the 
specter of socialism. If I select 
the Democrats, then the GOP 
gets to be evil and I have to start 
saying “fat cats,” and talking 
about how everything favors the 
oil companies.

This plan should make me a 
TV star because picking all your 
views from one neatly labeled 

basket makes for an efficient TV 
or radio show. Viewers know 
instantly whether your opin-
ions outrage them or endear 
you to them. Nobody ever has 
to be outside their comfort zone 
and everything remains clearly 
black or white.

It would be entertaining if just 
once one of these talking heads 
offered an opinion that clashed 
with his core beliefs. It seems 
impossible to me that no liberal 
pundit has ever found a tradi-
tionally Republican view that he 
believes in and equally baffling 
that it never happens in the 
other direction.

Even politicians occasionally 
emerge who cross party lines. 
Democrat Joe Lieberman sup-
ports the war and Republican 
Rudy Guiliani supports gay 
rights. But, on television and the 
radio, our pundits and commen-
tators must be one or the other 
which leaves little room for 
intelligent debate.  

Basically, becoming a famous 
radio, TV or even print media 
personality requires being be-
loved by one side of the political 
spectrum and hated by the other. 
Those of us who actually think 
about each issue and have the 
ability to change our minds are 
relegated to the minor leagues.

Perhaps this happens because 
the public allows itself to be 
pulled too easily into rigid ideol-
ogies or maybe media executives 

simply like taking the easiest 
road. Agreeing with one large 
group and making another large 
group the enemy has worked for 
everyone from Bill O’Reilly to 
Adolph Hitler.

I could easily write a column 
that, regardless of what I actu-
ally think, always plays up to 
one side or the other. Being anti-
Obama would be an easy way to 
inflame passions on both sides 
of the aisle as would becoming 
a crusader for liberal social 
causes.

Taking either of those paths 
would make me more market-
able and an easier sell to news-
papers and ultimately other 
forms of media. Unfortunately, 
playing a character for fame and 
pretending you actually are that 
character, pretty much means 
selling out. This makes every-
thing you say hard to believe 
and, for me, would make me it a 
little hard to live myself even if I 
was living in a really big house.

I’d like to be famous and I’m 
pretty sure I’m good enough in 
this medium, not to mention on 
TV or the radio, to keep people 
interested. Still, I’d rather be 
writing to you from the relative 
anonymity of the op-ed page 
than be just another unthinking 
buffoon collecting a paycheck.

Daniel B. Kline’s work appears 
in over 100 papers weekly. He can 
be reached at dan@notastep.com.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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No fair pay for women yet

Rigid ideas: Good TV, bad people

T
he 2009 Legislature has barely begun 
its work in Austin. Most of what has 
been done since the session convened 
on Jan. 13 has been aimed at getting 

organized.
But thanks to Sens. Steve Ogden of Bryan 

and Florence Shapiro of Plano, there is a hint 
of major change in the wind on one of state gov-
ernment’s perennially most-difficult issues.

Ogden and Shapiro, two of the Senate’s most 
powerful members (he chairs the Finance Com-
mittee and she chairs the Education Commit-
tee), say they want to change the state’s system 
of public school finance.

Details of that potential change are not worked 
out, but the fact that these two are talking pub-
licly about it is highly significant. When the 
session began, most experts were saying that 
major school finance legislation would have to 
wait until the 2011 session.

Ogden explained his reasoning during a Fi-
nance Committee hearing last Wednesday.

“The tradition (on school finance) in the Leg-
islature is, you know, we just kind of wait until 
we get sued and then we wait until the court 
tells us what to do and we go try to do it,” he 
said. The Texas Supreme Court has decided 
five major school finance suits against the state 
since 1989.

“I would like to get off of that treadmill,” 
Ogden said. “I would like to kind of anticipate 
and say, now look, is this system meeting the 
kind of constitutional guidelines that we’ve 
been given by the court, and if it’s not, we need 
to fix it.”

He added, “I don’t think we need to wait until 
2011.”

Shapiro, also a Finance Committee member, 
agreed.

The current school finance system does not 
meet constitutional standards.

The Texas Constitution requires the Legisla-
ture to establish “an efficient system of public 
free schools.”

The Supreme Court has interpreted efficient 
to mean a system that allows school districts 
to raise similar amounts of money per student 
when they have similar tax rates. That is far 
from the case in Texas today.

According to guidelines set by the Legisla-
ture in 2006, most school districts have mainte-
nance and operations tax rates of $1.04 for each 
$100 of taxable property value.

Calculations from the Equity Center, an Aus-
tin advocacy group organized by less-wealthy 
school districts, show that the $1.04 rate deliv-
ers widely varied per-student income to Tar-
rant County districts under the 2006 law.

The amounts range from $4,927 in the Ever-
man district to $6,139 per student in Southlake’s 
Carroll district. For Carroll, that amounts to 
almost $500,000 more to spend on operating a 
typical 400-student elementary school. That 
makes a big difference when it comes to hiring 
the best teachers and administrators.

The Northwest school district raises even 
more, and with a lower tax rate. Its mainte-
nance and operations rate of $1 for each $100 in 
property value delivers $6,695 per student.

School administrators frequently say that 
they need more money, and they do. But that’s 
not the point that Ogden and Shapiro are start-
ing from. They’re looking for a system that is 
fair to all districts and to all students.

That’s what Texas needs, and there is no rea-
son why the Legislature can’t deliver it.

The Star-Telegram

Fort Worth

Legislature should
provide education
reform this time

A Small Prayer

May we spend time studying Your word, 
Lord.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson



American Institute 
for Cancer Research

Add some spice to 
a cold day with this 
unique version of a 
Spanish classic, tama-
les. This spicy creation 
is easy to prepare and 
offers a wonderful mix 
of flavors and nutrition. 
Although a departure 
from the traditional ta-
male, this dish is sure to 
become a classic in your 
recipe book.

The Spanish tamale is 
a traditional Mexican 
food consisting of corn 
dough filled with meat, 
cheese or vegetables. 
Tamales were first de-
veloped as portable ra-
tions and they were as 
varied as the sandwich 
is today. Although usu-
ally wrapped in a corn 
husk (or sometimes 
plantain leaves), AICR’s 
version in encased in a 
whole-wheat piecrust.

A key ingredient in this 
week’s recipe is the pin-
to bean. A medium-sized 
pale pink bean with red-
dish-brown streaks, its 
name actually translates 
to “painted” in Span-
ish. Like most legumes, 
pinto beans are rich in 
fiber. According to ex-
perts, foods containing 
dietary fiber probably 
play a role in combating 
colorectal cancer.

Adding lima beans 
provides additional 
fiber, texture and 
taste. Native to 
South America, this 
ancient legume is 
sometimes referred 
to as the aristocrat 
of beans. A member 
of the kidney bean 
family, lima beans 
are commonly avail-
able in large or baby 
lima beans. They 
contain potassium, 
folate and other dis-
ease-fighting nutri-
ents.

Just the right combina-
tion of spices brings out 
the flavor of the dish, 
beginning with a touch 
of chili powder to add 
some heat, compliment-
ed by cumin, which im-
parts an earthy flavor. 
Oregano and cilantro 
round out the flavors.

Tamale Pie
Vegetable cooking spray
2 (15-oz.) cans unsalted 

pinto beans
2 medium zucchini, cut 

into ¾-inch chunks
1 (14-oz.) can roasted 

and diced tomatoes with 
mild green chiles

1 cup frozen sweet corn
1 cup frozen lima beans
1 cup (medium hot) 

salsa
1 tsp. chili powder
1/2 tsp. cumin

1/2 tsp. oregano
2 Tbsp. fresh cilantro, 

chopped
1 store bought refrigerat-

ed whole-wheat pie crust 
(8-9 inch)

1 cup reduced-fat, 
shredded cheddar cheese

Preheat oven to 400 de-
grees.

Spray shallow 2 ½ 
quart baking dish with 
cooking spray.

In 5-quart saucepan, 
stir together beans, zuc-
chini, tomatoes, corn, 
lima beans, salsa and 
herbs. Bring to boil. 
Reduce heat, cover and 

simmer 10 minutes.
Spoon into baking dish. 

Place rolled out piecrust 
on top.

Bake about 25 minutes 
or until bubbly at the 
edges. Sprinkle with 
cheese and bake 3 addi-
tional minutes or until 
cheese is fully melted.

Let stand 10 minutes 
and serve.

Makes 6 servings.

Per serving: 380 calo-
ries, 10 g total fat (2.5 g 
saturated fat), 53 g car-
bohydrate, 16 g protein, 
11 g dietary fiber, 470 mg 
sodium.
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com
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Good heart health is 
a combination of 
diet, exercise and 
knowing your risk 

factors for heart disease, as 
well as recognizing the signs 
of a heart at-
tack. A heart 
attack rarely 
happens with-
out warning 
— it’s up to us 
to identify the 
signals and act 
in time. In hon-
or of American 
Heart Month, 
do your heart 
a favor: learn 
the facts about 
how to keep 
your and your loved one’s 
heart healthy and strong.

If you’ve never had a heart 
attack, you may picture it as 
you’ve seen it depicted in the 
movies: the sudden, sharp 
chest pain, staggering and 
eventual collapse. Actually, 
the signs of a heart attack are 
much more subtle and are 
not the same for everyone. 

We’ve all heard about the 
differences between Mars 
and Venus when it comes to 
matters of the heart. These 
differences hold true when 
it comes to heart health, as 

well. Knowing how to recog-
nize the early symptoms of 
a possible heart attack, can 
help men and women — and 
their doctors — to prevent it, 
or intervene in time to mini-
mize the damaging effects on 
the heart. 

Men usually experience 
what we know as the “clas-
sic” signs of a heart attack:  
heavy squeezing or chest 
pain, discomfort in areas of 
the upper body (arms, back, 
neck, jaw or stomach); short-
ness of breath; a cold sweat 
or nausea. 

Women suffering a heart 
attack sometimes experi-
ence chest pain, but not as 
frequently as men do — and, 
they experience other symp-
toms that people don’t gen-
erally link to heart trouble: 
shortness of breath, nausea 
or vomiting, and back or jaw 
pain. Women also experience 
symptoms earlier: for men, 
symptoms come either right 
before, or during a heart at-
tack. 

Research by the National 
Institutes of Health indicates 
that women experience dif-
ferent physical symptoms 
as long as a month or more 
before experiencing a heart 
attack. In a  2007 study of 

more than 500 women, 95 per-
cent of participants reported 
experiencing new symptoms 
at least a month before their 
heart attack, including 
unusual fatigue, sleep dis-
turbance and shortness of 
breath. Less than 30 percent 
of women studied experi-
enced chest pains prior to the 
attack, and 43 percent had no 
chest pain during the attack. 
Other symptoms included 
indigestion and anxiety. The 
study was one of the first to 
examine the differences in 
the way men and women ex-
perience a heart attack. 

Knowing the differences is 
important for many reasons. 
Women who experienced 
these non-traditional symp-
toms did not identify them 
as a heart attack and put off 
seeking medical attention — 
decreasing their chances for 
preventing, or surviving, the 
attack. The American Heart 
Association estimates that 
about 95 percent of sudden 
cardiac arrest victims die 
before reaching the hospital. 

The reason these differ-
ences are just now coming 
to light is that heart disease 
has, for decades, been consid-
ered a man’s disease that did 
not generally affect women 

— so, research focused pri-
marily on men. However, 
cardiovascular disease has 
claimed the lives of more 
women than men, every year 
since 1984.

Talk to your doctor today 
about steps you can take to 
educate yourself about heart 
health and any recommend-
ed health screenings based 
on your individual profile. 

Remember that symptoms 
may come and go. Even if 
you’re not sure if it’s a heart 
attack, it’s important to be 
checked by a doctor. New 
medications and treatments 
are now available that can 
stop some heart attacks in 
progress and save lives — 
but these drugs must be ad-
ministered at the first sign of 
heart attack symptoms, for 
maximum effectiveness. 

During American Heart 
Month, take care of the ones 
you love. Knowing the symp-
toms of a heart attack and 
how to minimize its effects 
will help ensure that you and 
your loved ones are heart-
healthy for many years to 
come. 

Board-certified in Family 
Medicine, Dr. Cynthia Rut-
ledge has been a part of the 

experienced and dedicated 
medical team at Family Medi-
cal Center for more than six 
years. 

Men and women experience heart attacks differently

Dr.
Cynthia

Rutledge

Go Red Event, 
Luncheon 
reservations due

Dr. Rutledge and her 
Family Medical Center 
teammate, Dr. Sue Roberts, 
will be the featured speak-
ers at the 2009 American 
Heart Association Go Red 
for Women Event and 
Luncheon, scheduled for 
Thursday, Feb. 19 at the 
Dora Roberts Community 
Center. Presented by the 
Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center Healthy Woman 
Program, women and the 
men who love them are in-
vited to attend the free lun-
cheon to learn more about 
what they can do to lead 
a heart healthy life style. 
A complimentary heart 
healthy lunch is being 
served, so reservations are 
a must!  Log on to www.
smmccares.com and click 
on the Healthy Woman 
button, or call Kim Howell 
at 268-4842 to reserve your 
seat today.

Q: Are nutrient density and energy density 
the same thing?

A: No. Nutrient density looks at how many nu-
trients a food gives you compared to the calories 
it contains; these calculations take into account 
not just vitamins and minerals, but 
also dietary fiber and cancer-pro-
tective phytochemicals. The foods 
highest in nutrient density tend 
to be vegetables and fruits. Whole 
grains, beans, low fat dairy, sea-
food and lean poultry and meat are 
also considered high. It’s impor-
tant to note, however, that while a 
food can be high in nutrients, if it’s 
loaded with fat and sugar that send 
calories soaring, it’s no nutritional 
bargain. Energy density, on the 
other hand, refers to the calories 
in a given amount of food. In fact, 
it is often referred to as calorie density. Unlike 
nutrient density, high-energy-dense foods are not 
what you should be looking for, unless you are 
trying to promote weight gain. Foods low in en-
ergy density provide few calories in a larger por-
tion of food to make you feel full with less. Most 
vegetables (unless they’re fried), fruits and broth 
or vegetable-based soups are good examples of 
foods that help you feel full for fewer calories.

Q: Does drinking cranberry juice help pre-
vent urinary tract infections?

A: Cranberries contain two compounds that 
seem to prevent bacteria from sticking to cells 
lining the urinary tract. Although many stud-
ies have been done, results are hard to interpret, 
because they use different products (cranberry 
juice concentrate, cocktail or capsules) and vary-
ing doses. While needing more research, most 
experts acknowledge that cranberry juice may 
help prevent urinary tract infections, mainly in 
women who develop them repeatedly. Women 
who rarely get these infections may not derive 
any special benefit. Research does not currently 
support a role for cranberries in the treatment of 
preexisting urinary tract infections. Also note 
that people with diabetes or prediabetes should 
be careful since regular cranberry juice is sweet-
ened with large amounts of sugar; choosing a 
reduced-sugar product is therefore important for 
these consumers.

Karen

Collins

MS, RD, CDN

Nutrition Wise

Defining density,
cranberry juice

Spicing up a cold day the healthy way



Obama has auto recovery, 
stimulus bill, foreclosure 
plan on the agenda

WASHINGTON (AP) — It will take 
more than one “car czar” to help get 
the embattled U.S. auto industry back 
on track, President Barack Obama 
has decided. Instead, his adminis-
tration is establishing a presidential 
task force to direct the restructuring 
of General Motors Corp. and Chrysler 
LLC, a senior administration official 
said Sunday night.

Treasury Secretary Timothy Geith-
ner and National Economic Council 
Director Lawrence Summers will 
oversee the across-the-government 
panel, the official said, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity because 
no announcement has been made.

GM and Chrysler are expected to 
submit restructuring plans to the gov-
ernment by Tuesday, the deadline for 
showing how they can repay billions 
in loans and become viable in spite of 
a huge drop in auto sales.

The auto industry task force is just 
one element of Obama’s plan to revive 
the flailing economy. On Tuesday 
he’s flying to Denver to sign the $787 
billion stimulus bill into law, taking 
his economic message to the Ameri-
can people, who are giving him high 
marks for handling the crisis.

Obama will also be tackling the 
home mortgage foreclosure crisis. 
The direct appeals for public support 
follow scant GOP backing in Con-
gress for his agenda and increasing 
partisan bickering.

Secretary Clinton visits 
Tokyo and warns North 
Korea about nuclear 
programs

TOKYO (AP) — Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, in Tokyo to 
begin her first trip abroad as Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s chief diplomat, 
said Washington’s alliance with Ja-
pan is a cornerstone for the U.S. and 
warned North Korea to live up to its 
commitments to dismantle its nucle-
ar programs.

She arrived Monday in Tokyo to a 
large group of dignitaries, including 
two Japanese astronauts who flew on 
the U.S. space shuttle.

Clinton is in Asia to meet with the 

leaders of Japan, China, South Korea 
and Indonesia.

“The bilateral relationship between 
the United States and Japan is a cor-
nerstone in our efforts around the 
world,” she said. “We will be looking 
for ways to collaborate on issues that 
go beyond just our mutual concerns to 
really addressing global concerns.”

Clinton said the main issues on 
her agenda included climate change, 
clean energy and nuclear prolifera-
tion, along with the global financial 
crisis.

Israel takes control of 
more West Bank land, 
paving way for 2,500 
settlement homes

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel has 
taken control of a large chunk of land 
near a prominent West Bank settle-
ment, paving the way for the pos-
sible construction of 2,500 settlement 
homes, officials said Monday, in a 
new challenge to Mideast peacemak-
ing.

Successive Israeli governments 
have broken promises to the United 
States to halt settlement expansion, 
defined by Washington as an obstacle 
to peace. Ongoing expansion is likely 
to create friction not only with the 
Palestinians, but with President Ba-
rack Obama, whose Mideast envoy, 
George Mitchell, has long pushed for 
a settlement freeze. Obama has said 
he’d get involved quickly in Mideast 
peace efforts.

The composition of Israel’s next gov-
ernment is not clear yet following in-
conclusive elections last week. How-
ever, right-wing parties are given a 
better chance to form a ruling coali-
tion, with hardline leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu at the helm.

Netanyahu supports settlement ex-
pansion and has derided peace talks 
with the Palestinians as a waste of 
time, saying he would focus instead 
of trying to improve the Palestin-
ian economy. Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas has dismissed Ne-
tanyahu’s approach as a non-starter, 
and his aides said recently that peace 
talks can only resume after a settle-
ment freeze.

At the center of the latest expansion 
plans is Efrat, a settlement of about 

1,600 families south of Jerusalem.

Pakistan imposes Islamic 
law in parts of northwest 
to pacify Taliban

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) — The 
government agreed to implement 
Islamic law across a large swath of 
northwest Pakistan on Monday in 
a concession aimed at pacifying a 
spreading Taliban insurgency.

The decision was announced after 
talks with a pro-Taliban group from 
the Swat Valley, a one-time tourist 
haven in the northwest where ex-
tremists have gained sway through 
brutal tactics including beheadings 
and burning girls schools.

Officials gave few details on the what 
kind of Islamic or Shariah law they 
were planning to implement in Mala-
kand region, which includes Swat, 
but said laws that do not comply with 
Islamic texts had been suspended ef-
fective from Monday.

“This was the peoples’ demand. 
There was a (legal) vacuum,” said 
Chief Minister Amir Haider Khan 
Hoti, saying the change would not 
violate the constitution — which stip-
ulates a secular legal system — or hu-
man rights in the region.

Several past deals with militants 
in northwest Pakistan have failed, 
including one in Swat last year. The 
U.S. has warned such pacts simply 
give insurgents time to regroup, but 
the country’s civilian government in-
sists force alone cannot defeat the ex-
tremists wreaking havoc in Pakistan 
and attacking U.S. troops in neigh-
boring Afghanistan.

Illinois GOP leader calls 
on new Sen. Burris to 
resign after questions 
arise on his testimony

CHICAGO (AP) — One month after 
Roland Burris was sworn in to the 
U.S. Senate to represent Illinois and 
fill Barack Obama’s vacant seat, he’s 
hearing calls for his resignation.

“I can’t believe anything that comes 
out of Mr. Burris at this point,” state 
Rep. Jim Durkin said. “I think it would 
be in the best interest of the state if 
he resigned because I don’t think the 
state can stand this anymore.”

Durkin and House Republican Lead-
er Tom Cross want an investigation 
of Burris for possible perjury.

Their statements come after Bur-
ris over the weekend released a Feb. 
5 affidavit that he filed with the Illi-
nois House committee investigating 
the impeachment of former Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich. The affidavit contradicts 
statements he made last month in 
front of the committee, before being 
sworn in Jan. 15.

The discrepancy could mean he per-
jured himself.

Iraqi officials say bombs 
targeting minibuses filled 
with Shiite pilgrims kill 8, 
injure 24

BAGHDAD (AP) — Roadside bombs 
struck two minibuses filled with Shi-
ite pilgrims returning to Baghdad 
on Monday, killing eight people and 
wounding 24 others, officials said, in 
the latest of a series of deadly attacks 
targeting the pilgrims.

The first bomb rocked a minibus 
pulling into a busy square in the 
Shiite neighborhood of Sadr City 
in Baghdad, killing four people and 
wounding 11 others, a police official 
said. The driver, who refused to give 
his name, said his minibus was filled 

with pilgrims returning from the Shi-
ite holy city of Karbala, about 50 miles 
(80 kilometers) south of the capital.

The second minibus coming from 
Karbala was attacked in the Shiite 
neighborhood of al-Kamaliya in Bagh-
dad, killing four people and wounding 
13 others, said the police official.

Medical officials confirmed the num-
ber of dead and wounded in the two at-
tacks. All the officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they were 
not authorized to talk to the media.

The attacks followed a series of 
bombings last week targeting pil-
grims on their way to Karbala that 
killed 60 people and wounded 170.

Justin Timberlake leads 
GQ’s list of ‘10 Most 
Stylish Men in America’

NEW YORK (AP) — Justin Timber-
lake wins style props in the March 
issue of GQ magazine. The maga-
zine picked the entertainer to lead 
a list of the “10 Most Stylish Men in 
America.” It singled out Timberlake 
for his impact on fashion, willingness 
to take risks and “knack for target-
ing trends” such as hats, three-piece 
suits, skinny ties and beards.

Timberlake, who launched his cloth-
ing line William Rast several years 
ago, tells GQ he considers model Kate 
Moss a style icon because she “could 
put a barrel on and it would be some 
sort of statement.”

It irks the 28-year-old heartthrob 
when an entire outfit revolves around 
a hat, and he’d never wear an argyle 
sweater vest off the golf course. He 
prefers to keep it simple, clothes-
wise.

Other “Stylish Men” include Kanye 
West, T.I., Jason Schwartzman, hote-
lier Andre Balazs and photographer 
Alexi Lubomirski.

‘Astonishing richness’ 
as survey counts 13,000 
species in Arctic, Antarctic 
oceans

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — The 
polar oceans are not biological des-
erts after all. A marine census re-
leased Monday documented 7,500 
species in the Antarctic and 5,500 in 
the Arctic, including several hundred 
that researchers believe could be new 
to science.

“The textbooks have said there is less 
diversity at the poles than the tropics, 
but we found astonishing richness of 
marine life in the Antarctic and Arc-
tic oceans,” said Victoria Wadley, a 
researcher from the Australian Ant-
arctic Division who took part in the 
Antarctic survey. “We are rewriting 
the textbooks.”

In one of the biggest surprises, re-
searchers said they discovered doz-
ens of species common to both polar 
seas — separated by nearly 7,000 miles 
(11,000 kilometers). Now they have to 
figure out how they separated.

“We probably know more about deep 
space than we do about the deep polar 
oceans in our own backyard,” said 
Gilly Llewellyn, leader of the oceans 
program for the environmental group 
WWF-Australia. She did not take part 
in the survey. “This critical research 
is helping reveal the amazing biodi-
versity of the polar regions.”

Most of the new discoveries were 
simpler life forms known as inver-
tebrates, or animals without back-
bones.
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Herald Staff Report
ANDREWS —  Surprise.
That was the message Big Spring 

High School swimmer Cameron 
Hughey sent his teammate DeShae 
Green Saturday at the Class 4A, 
Region I Swim Meet in Andrews. 

Green entered the 100-yard freestyle 
race heavily favored to sweep the 
competition. He had posted the best 
time in the preliminaries and his 
qualifying mark was nearly two sec-
onds better than Hughey’s. 

However, a strong first 50 meters 
put Hughey out in front just enough 
to hold off Green in the final stretch, 

giving the under-
dog a regional 
championship and 
a berth to the state 
meet in Austin Feb. 
27 and 28.

“That was 
DeShae’s race. The 
100 definitely isn’t 
Cameron’s stron-
gest event,” said 
Big Spring Swim 

Coach Kenneth Nelson. “Cameron 
really shocked us all and came out of 
nowhere to win this one.”

Still, there was good news for Green 

— he’ll still be making a trip to the 
state meet.

Green, a senior, will also be compet-
ing in the 200-meter freestyle at the 
state championships after finishing 
the race in record time Saturday. 
Unfortunately, Abilene Wylie’s Chris 
Price also put up a record-breaking 
performance and was just four-tenths 
of a second quicker than Green. 

Still, Green earned a bid into the 
event at Austin due to once again 
posting one of the best times in the 
state. 

“DeShae has had an outstanding 
senior season,” said Nelson. “He’s set 

the school record in the 100 and 200 
several times this season. I’m excited 
for him to reach state.”

On the girls’ side, junior Kelly Sage 
came closest to qualifying for state, 
finishing fourth in the 100-yard back-
stroke. Sage was also fifth in the 200 
freestyle and teamed with Simone 
Rist, Jenni Walker and Doris Brant 
for a fourth-place performance in the 
200-yard freestyle relay.

“Our girls have had a great season,” 
said Nelson. “Kelly has been a fantas-
tic leader. I’m really excited about 

See SWIM, Page 12
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Hawks softball goes 2-2
at Cowtown Classic

Howard College played four games at the Cowtown 
Classic softball tournament in Fort Worth over the 
weekend, splitting with a 2-2 record.

The Hawks opened with a 2-1 victory over Eastern 
Oklahoma, but fell hard in their second game, 
19-2.

The Hawks rebounded with an 8-0 win over 
Lovett College, then finished with a 4-2 loss to 
North Central.

The Hawks are now 8-7 on the season and travel 
to play Ranger college at 1 p.m. Wednesday.

Steers raising funds with
50-inning game Saturday

The Big Spring Steers will play a 50-inning 
intrasquad baseball game at 9 a.m. Saturday at 
Steer Park in hopes of raising funds for the booster 
club.

Admission is $1 and donations will also be accept-
ed. The concession stand will be open with all prof-
its going toward the booster club.

The Big Spring Baseball Boosters will meet at 6 
p.m. Thursday at Steer Park to discuss the 50-inning 
game as well as other business regarding the 
upcoming season. All parents of Steers baseball 
players are encouraged to attend.

Anyone with questions can call Denise Carrillo 
at 816-1685.

Big Spring & Coahoma Little 
League sign-ups continue

Big Spring and Coahoma Little League baseball 
organizations have merged this year and sign-ups 
for the community have begun at the old Athletic 
Supply Store in the Big Spring Mall.

Registration will last through Saturday.  Available 
times for sign-ups are as follows:

Monday through Friday: 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Cost is $60 with no raffle and parents should 

bring their child’s birth certificate with them.
For more information, contact Robert Smith at 

263-7331 or 263-3333.

Everyone wearing red or black
at HC game tonight gets in free

Howard College will be hosting Odessa College in 
doubleheader basketball action Monday starting at 
5:30 p.m.

All fans wearing red or black will be admitted 
free of charge. 

Halftime entertainment will be SHOUT — a 
dance team from Odessa.

Howard College hosting practice 
and girls basketball playoff games

Howard College is always playing host to several 
different high school basketball playoff games 
every season and the 2009 version of the postseason 
is no different. Here’s the schedule put in place so 
far:

Tuesday
Klondike vs. Water Valley, 6 p.m.

Friday
Greenwood vs. Abilene Wylie, 8 p.m. (only if 

Greenwood wins its first round game Tuesday.)

BSCC hosting 4-person
scramble this weekend

The Big Spring Country Club is hosting a 4-per-
son scramble tournament Saturday and Sunday 
with a 1 p.m. shotgun start both days.

Entry fee is $75 per player plus cart, although 
private carts are welcome.

Entry includes barbecue on the course both days 
and practice rounds on Friday.

The field will be flighted by first-round score.
Call the Pro Shop at 267-5354 for information.

Sports in brief

Hughey

Green, Hughey advance to state swim meet
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Big Spring Lady Steers pitcher Kenzie Hunt winds up in action 
from the 2008 softball season at Lady Steer Park. The Lady 
Steers start their season at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday at Lady Steers 
Park, hosting Monahans.

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

One of the signs that spring is near is 
when local high schools prepare to field the 
latest version of their softball and baseball 
teams.

For the Big Spring Lady Steers, the soft-
ball season begins Tuesday.

The Lady Steers open their 2009 campaign, 
by playing host to Monahans at 5:30 p.m. at 
Lady Steer Field. 

Last season, a young Lady Steers squad 
posted a 17-25 record and advanced three 
rounds deep into the playoffs before losing 
to district rival Frenship in the regional 
quarterfinals. 

Only one starter — shortstop Desiree 
Yanez — is missing from that team, mean-
ing Big Spring is returning much of its fire 
power from last season.

Also missing from last year’s squad is 
head coach Jennifer Reyes. Reyes left the 
team to spend more time with her family, 
allowing John Sparks, who had been the 
assistant the past two years under Reyes, 
the opportunity to head the program.

Sparks says there will be some difference 
between the 2009 version of the Lady Steers 
as opposed to what has been seen the last 
two seasons.

“We’re going to be very aggressive on the 
base paths,” said Sparks. “I think we’re 
going to surprise some teams with our

See SOFTBALL, Page 12

BSHS opens
2009 softball
season Tuesday
Big Spring plays host
to Monahans at 5:30 p.m.

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

Howard College’s baseball team 
remained perfect on the season, 
sweeping its first four-game week-
end series of the year.

The Hawks dominated Lon Morris 
College Saturday, taking both 
games of the second doubleheader 
in as many days, 9-2 and 10-0.

As was expected this season, the 

Hawks (6-0) remain strong on the 
mound, allowing just two runs and 
10 hits in the two games combined.

Friday, the Hawks won Game 1, 
5-2, then rolled to an easy win in 
Game 2, 11-0. The second contest 
was over after five innings as the 
Hawks hit two grand slams in a 
single inning to pick up the victo-
ry.

“The series was good in a lot of 

ways. We came out the first day in 
the first game and let them play 
with us,” said Howard College 
Coach Britt Smith. “Our pitching 
and defense was outstanding, but 
our hitting just wasn’t very good. 
We took a lot of bad at-bats. After a 
little griping from the coaching 
staff, they played a lot better in the

See HOWARD, Page 12

Howard completes 4-game sweep of Lon Morris Saturday

By JONATHAN HULL
Sports Editor

Measuring success is subjective. It all 
comes from one’s point of view.

After finishing 0-28 last season, it’s not 
farfetched to call the 2008-2009 season a 
success for the Big Spring Lady Steers. 

The Lady Steers (9-19) saw a nine-game 
improvement this year and are currently 
on a three-game win streak that has car-
ried them into the postseason for the first 
time since 2000. They clinched their play-
off berth following a 52-38 victory over 
San Angelo Lake View Friday in a play-in 
game for the fourth and final postseason 
spot available out of District 4-4A.

However, competing in the playoffs 
means facing probably the toughest team 
the Lady Steers have seen all season.

Big Spring will meet the Amarillo Palo 
Duro Lady Dons at 6 p.m. Tuesday at 
Lubbock Christian University. The Lady 
Dons come into the game with a 23-6 
record and are ranked seventh in the 
state. 

They received the No. 1 seed out of 
District 3-4A via coin toss after finishing 
tied atop the league with third-ranked 
Canyon.

“This is super, super, super,” said Lady 
Steers Head Coach Mike Warren. “We 
won’t know for a couple of years, but I 
think this opportunity to play a team like 
Amarillo Palo Duro in the postseason is 
going to be important to this team’s devel-
opment. We know how tough Palo Duro is 
going to be. They’re going to be awesome. 
Just to listen to the girls in the locker 
room and to see how much fun they’re 
having and how much confidence they’re 
gaining. It’s hard to describe exactly how 
important this opportunity is going to 
be.”

Palo Duro will throw a relentless high 
pressure defense at the Lady Steers, hop-
ing to force a plethora of turnovers and 
turn those mishaps into easy points. 

“We just want to try and go compete and 
maybe handle a little bit of their pres-
sure,” explained Warren. “I understand 
they’re going to pressure us from start to 
finish. I’ve heard they don’t call of the 
dogs. Hopefully, playing Frenship and 
Plainview can help us deal with what 
Palo Duro is going to throw at us. If we 
can break their press, then I think we 
have a chance to compete. Palo Duro is 
going to have five athletes on the floor 
who are going to run, run, run and run.”

Lady Steers face 
No. 7 Lady Dons
in bi-district round
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Announcements

FUN IN The Air Inflatable 
Games out of Abilene, is NOW 
servicing your area. 

Visit 
www.funintheair

inflatables.vpweb.com
(325)232-6647

Cemetery Lots
2 CEMETERY plots in Trinity 
Memorial Park for sale. Call 
Linda Kiser at 903-399-2766 or 
903-687-3164.

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout 
plans available.  No interest or 
carrying charges. $10.00 down. 
The Little Red Barn across 
from Mt. Olive Cemetery. 
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Help Wanted

DRIVERS WANTED. We need 
drivers now and get hired on 
the spot, subject to qualifica-
tions. We have best delivery 
compensation in the business. 
Make cash every day. Great 
part time and full time shifts. 
Health Insurance plan. Great 
starting wage- $7.00 an hour, 
plus delivery compensation, 
plus tips. We more than com-
pensate for high gas prices. 
Got experience? Work for 
Papa or the Hut? Come on 
over and get an additional hir-
ing bonus. Senior citizens and 
stay at home Moms always 
welcome. Apply at Domino’s 
Pizza.

EXTRA MONEY- Work 
5:00a.m.-7:30a.m. at Jack & Jill 
Child Care. Later hours also 
available. Apply in person at 
1708 Nolan.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

POST OFFICE Hiring Nation-
ally! Avg. pay $20/hr, $57K/yr 
including Federal Benefits, 
OT. Optional fee-based test 
prep materials, not affiliated 
with the US Postal Service. 
1-866-795-4058.

Help Wanted
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Wanted 
You will work on a variety of 
print related projects from lo-
gos, branding, packaging, 
POS, advertisements, sales 
presentations, large banner 
graphics, magazine design and 
much more? The ideal candi-
date will have at least 2-3 
years of experience in graphic 
design and have a strong com-
mand of Adobe Programs. 
To apply please visit us online 
at www.themediaco.net or 
email your resume to 
brian@themediaco.net or call 
432-599-8018.

INDEPENDENT OIL and Gas 
Contractor are looking for reli-
able/dependable employees to 
work in the Big Spring and 
Colorado city area. We are in 
need of 2-Roustabouts, 
1-Driller and 2-Helpers. CDL 
and H2S certification is a nec-
essary. Pre-employment drug 
test required. You must be able 
to work independently with 
minimal supervision, have 
good origination and communi-
cation skills. We offer competi-
tive pay (DOE), insurance, paid 
life insurance, 401K after 1 
year. Standard holiday pay. 
40-60 hrs. a week. Please 
send resume to: P.O. Box 
52508, Midland, TX. 
79710-2508.

MEDICAL OFFICE needs bill-
ing clerk for front desk. Send 
resume to P.O. Box 150, Big 
Spring, Texas 79721.

NEED GRAPHIC Designer/
Office help. Mature & responsi-
ble person. Apply @ 217 E. 
3rd.

NEED WAREHOUSE help & 
delivery. Apply @ 217 E. 3rd.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING Mental Health 
Aide. 4pm-Midnight shift. Come 
by 2607 Chanute and pick up 
application.

NURSERY workers needed, 
10-12 hours per month. Must 
be 21 or older. College Baptist 
Church, 1105 Birdwell Lane. 
Pick up application at Church 
Office, Mon.-Fri., 8:00-12:00 or 
1:00-4:00. Gauranteed $100.00 
a month.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now seeking a 
full time 10/6 Charge Nurse. 
This position will offer retire-
ment, paid vacation, health in-
surance bonus, great starting 
pay and a friendly working en-
vironment. Stop by or fill out an 
application online at 
www.parkviewnursing.net
3200 Parkway
432.263.4041.

WESTEX AUTO Parts is now 
hiring for a parts puller/dis-
mantler. Must have own tools. 
Please apply at 1511 Highway 
350 in Big Spring.

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

Instructional
PIANO & VOICE 

LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
BRAND NAME Queen pillow 
top mattress set. NEW in wrap-
per Only $160. 432-664-8980.
.................................................
Cherry Sleigh Bed, Solid wood 
with mattress set. $325. 
432-664-8980.

BRAND NEW Micro fiber 
Sofa/Love seat, with Warranty. 
$550. 432-664-8980.
..................................................
BED--King mattress set, pillow 
Top w/warranty, brand new in 
plastic, $240. 432-664-8980.

FIREWOOD. SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. $295.00 Full Cord 
& $160.00 Half Cord. Delivered 
and Stacked. Call 
325-648-2818 or 
512-913-8297.

FOR SALE Baldwin console 
oak piano. $1000.00, Call 
432-270-2177.

FULL PILLOW Top Mattress 
set  with frame Only $175. 
432-664-8980.
.................................................
Leather Sofa and Love brand 
new has Warranty Will take 
$665. 432-664-8980.

STAND ALONE Generator, 
Onan, 4 cylinder, 20k, gas. 
This Generator is in Excellent 
Condition. For more informa-
tion call (432)816-1705 or 
816-2988.

Miscellaneous
2005 HARLEY Roadking only 
1,100 miles. Immaculate condi-
tion $13,500 OBO. 2005 See-
Doo Jet Ski with trailer, $5500 
OBO. Great condition, call 
432-816-8980. 

BRAND NEW CHERRY ped-
estal dining table, chairs, 
lighted china cabinet, $990. 
806-549-3110...........................
CHERRY 6-pc dining table & 
chairs with leaf. Still in box from 
factory. $390. 806-549-3110.....

National Ads
"CAN YOU Dig It?" Heavy 
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. Start digging 
dirt Now. 866-362-6497. 

$500! CARS from $500! 
Buy Police Impounds! 
Hondas/Toyotas/Fords and 
More! For Listings 
800-410-7505 ext. A141. 

***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. LOW Down 
Payment. Call NOW! 
1-800-817-6272.

3 BED 2 Bath $17,500! 
3 Bed 3 Bath $34,000! 
4 Bed 3 Bath $67,900! 
Buy Foreclosed Homes! 
For Listings 800-508-8176 ext. 
1975.

National Ads
AIRLINES ARE HIRING ñ 
Train for high paying Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid 
if qualified - Housing available.
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (888) 349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE 100% 
ONLINE - Military Tuition As-
sistance - *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, Computers, *Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. 
Call 800-509-5085 
www.CenturaOnline.com 

DRIVERS - ENGLANDTRANS-
PORT.net is Now Accepting 
Applications for Driver Train-
ees. No Experience Needed. 
Training Available! Great Pay, 
Home Time & Benefits. 
1-866-619-6081 Ad # 3120
www.atruckjob.com 

ERASE BAD CREDIT! See 
dramatic improvement within 
90 days! Call Now for FREE 
CONSULTATION. 
1-866-916-8449. 

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS! 
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per 
hour / No Experience
Full Benefits / Paid Training
1-866-409-2663 ext. 22. 

FREE DIRECTV 4 Room Sys-
tem! 265+ Channels! Starts 
$29.99! FREE HBO, Showtime, 
Starz! 130 HD Channels! 
FREE DVR/HD! No Start Up 
Costs! Local Installers! 
1-800-234-9094.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get 
paid to shop! Retail/Dining es-
tablishments need undercover 
clients to judge quality/cus-
tomer service. Earn up to $150 
a day. Call 1-877-306-3966.

OWN A Computer? 
Put it to Work! 
Earn $1500-$7500/mo. PT/FT 
FREE info package online. 
www.HeresLiving.com 

POST OFFICE Hring Nation-
ally! Avg. Pay $20/hr, $57K /yr,
incl. Fed ben, OT optional 
fee-based test prep materials,
not affiliated with the US Postal 
Service.1-866-483-1059.

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m 
Ladies Free!! 
1-800-201-TALK.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today over 
750 Companies! One Applica-
tion, Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerlanejobs.com 

On the Farm
2008 HAY

Hybrid Sorghum Sudangrass
Tridan (Sweet)

1- 2500 Round Bales 5x6
806-239-1942

Pets
FREE TO good home 2 Beauti-
ful Blonde Labradoodles (fe-
males) 2 yrs old. Moving must 
find good home. They look like 
a lab. Call (432)634-7518.

FREE TO good home. Female 
White/Tan Cairn-Poo. Good 
family pet. Good with children. 
Housebroken- Spayed- 
micro-chipped. (432)816-9591.

Real Estate for Rent
$380/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 30 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 
x F086.

Real Estate for Rent
108 MCDONALD Road. 2 Bed-
room, 2 bath mobile home, 
CH/A, washer, dryer, stove, re-
frigerator furnished. For more 
info. call (432)816-2988 or 
816-1705.

14X80 MOBILE Home 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, CH/A. Forsan 
School District. Water fur-
nished, electrical only utility. 
Call (432)267-1180 or 
816-4644.

1734 PURDUE 3 bdr, 2 bath, 
Fenced yard. $850/ month, 
$750/ deposit. Call after 5pm 
432-816-1255.

AVAILABLE MARCH 1st. 
Three bedroom house. Fenced 
yard. Call Anna after 5:30pm. 
(432)438-1717 or 
(909)795-3904.

BUILDING FOR Rent or Sale-
4 large overhead doors, office 
space, large fenced yard, in 
Coahoma 2 blocks south of 
IS20. 512 First Street. Please 
call 432-267-6006 for more in-
formation.

FURNISHED CORPORATE
RENTAL AVAILABLE. 30 day 
Minimal Stay. Beautifully fur-
nished with new appliances, 
complete kitchen appliances, 
BBQ, cable internet. Call 
James at (432)816-4453 or 
email: 
torreyhomes@hue-llc.com

LOFT FOR Lease, 123-C 
Main. $1,000. month plus de-
posit. One year lease required. 
No pets. (432)770-5656. or 
(432)517-0038 or office 
(432)263-6514.

Under New Ownership
New Name

TANGLEWOOD GROVE 
APTS

Efficiency, 
One- Two- Three Bedroom

(Unfurnished)
*All New Appliances & Fixtures
*Security System in Place
*FREE HS Wireless Internet
*Picnic/BBQ Area 
*Laundry & Vending Facility

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432)714-4840
(559)309-1968

VALENTINES SPECIAL!!
$100. off 1st month rent!

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
1 Bdrm  $350 month 
2  Bdrm $395 month

!!!!!!! Now Available !!!!!!!

Real Estate for Sale
1704 OWENS- Needs a little 
TLC. 2 Bedroom, 1 bath. 
$3000. Down, $295. monthly 
with a 10 yrs. note. Call 
432-263-1792, 816-9984.

2106 GRACE Street. Newly 
Remodeled 3 Bedroom, 2 bath, 
approximately over 1900 
square feet, CH/A, 1/2 acre lot, 
Forsan ISD.  Priced Reduced! 
$86,000. Call 432-816-8970.

4 BEDROOM 3 bath Foreclo-
sure Only $44,900! For Listings
800-544-6258 x S382.

BY OWNER 3/2/2, 1885 sq. 
feet. 525 Scott, Highland 
South, Remodeled in 2007. 
$145,000.00. Call 
432-264-1364.

BY OWNER- 3547 Sq. Ft. 
Brick-  4 bdrm, 2-1/2 baths, 3 
living rooms,  2 car garage, 
1-1/2 acres. 8403 Gail Hwy. 
Below appraisal $179,500.00. 
432-270-4646. 

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER----- 8011 Old 
Colorado  City  Hwy., 2 Bdrm, 
1 bath, 2 living areas, 2 car 
carport. Great view, Secluded, 
County Living. Coahoma ISD. 
$125,000. Call 432-263-1792, 
816-9984.

FORECLOSURE! 3 bdrm, 2 
bath! Only $22,900!  Must see! 
For listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER will FINANCE!!! No 
closing costs! TruStar RE has 
helped thousands of families 
begin living their dream of 
home ownership. Call for a list 
of homes in your area! (Call 
Milton 806-790-0827).

OWNER FINANCE, 5 Bed-
room, 2 bath,  2,500 sq. ft.. 
$3,950. Down, $735. per 
month plus taxes and insur-
ance. Call United Agent 
(432)816-9591.

OWNER FINANCE- 2715 Cen-
tral Drive, Kentwood addition, 
near school. 3/2, fireplace, 
shop, fenced. $5,000.00 
Down with terms, $998.00 
monthly. Call (512)940-5200, 
(432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE. $3,950 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
United Agent  (432)816-9591.

PERFECT FOR SINGLE OR 
COUPLE Small 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 
close to college, lg. fenced 
yard, w/deck, garage, CH/A. 
Call (432)263-6887 or 
213-8220. $26,500. NO 
OWNER FINANCE.

REMODELED BUILDING and 
lot for sale/zoned commercial 
or residential. 706 East 4th St. 
Tax $26.00 a year. $7500.00 
432-213-5376.

OWNER FINANCE, Low 
Down, Low Monthly, Easy 
Terms. 1505 Cherokee- 3/2, 
808 Settles- 3/2. Call Trent 
512-426-1850.

WE BUY HOUSES and LAND. 
Any Condition. Tax Liens No 
Problem. Call (512)940-5200, 
432-631-8100.

Vehicles
2000 HONDA Civic SI Cheap! 
$300 Firm! Runs! For listings 
800-544-1092 x N237.

2004 FORD F350 Crew cab 
4x4 power stroke, auto trans-
mission, custom flat bed with 
tool box. $13,500. Call 
(432)816-8970.

2006 MERCEDES SLK350, 
Hard top convertible, 16,200 
miles, black w/tan interior. Ex-
cellent condition. $31,000.00. 
Call 432-213-1388.

$16.75         $16.75         $16.75         $16.75

$16.75         $16.75         $16.75         $16.75

GARAGE SALE
AD PACKAGE

$16.75
+ Up to 25 Words
+ 2 Days
+ Deadline Wednesday Before Noon
+ Garage Sale Kit

 (includes Signs, Labels)

+ Package of Flavored Drink Mix
 (for the Kids to Open a Drink Stand)

+
 (Place an ad to sell those left-over garage sale items & get $3 off)

TUESDAY BEFORE NOON
Get 3 Days For Only $17.00

Call 263-7331 Today! 16178

We are currently seeking a Sales Executive in the Big 
Spring area. It is an honor to care for our employees & to 

packages, supportive work environment, tuition assistance 
and online CE courses. Opportunities for advancement are 
offered to all who work hard with a great attitude. Happi-
ness & joy are cornerstones of our workplace.

15871

We are currently seeking a RN in the Big Spring area. It is 
an honor to care for our employees & to serve our patients. 

-
ive work environment, tuition assistance and online CE 
courses. Opportunities for advancement are offered to all 
who work hard with a great attitude. Happiness & joy are 
cornerstones of our workplace.
Prefer an RN with 1 year experience.

16329

16329 accolade-2-5-09.indd   1 2/5/09   9:01:32 AM

We Can Save 
You Money By

Advertising Your
Business In Our

Professional 
Service Directory! 

Call 
263-7331

for more information.
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways • Sidewalks
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,

Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Pro Spa Nail Salon

P e d i c u r e : 
$21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set:   $20.00 & Up

SPECIAL
Solar Nails: $29.00

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

REALTY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NAIL SALON PEST CONTROL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FENCES

CONCRETE FENCES

GUARD & PATROL

ROOFINGRENTALS

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655

11th Place Shopping
Center For Cash Sale
Very Reasonable

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE’S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years
of experience. Stump

grinder available.
For Tree Trimming

and removal.

Call 

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types
of fences,
tile fence
& repairs.

Concrete work, carports, stucco work
All work guaranteed.

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

CONCRETE

111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110       (432) 263-6245
(Next To Wal-Mart)

LAWN CARE
FALL CLEANUP

Rake Leaves, Hauling
Tree Trimming, Tilling, Odd Jobs

Scoggin 
Lawn Service

816-6150 or
267-5460

FREE ESTIMATES 18675

AIR CONDITIONING

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE

Repair Specialist
Resident & Commercial

Loran Warren
NATE Certified Service Technician

Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner

1600  S. Gregg
432-714-4900

Leah Hughes
432.270.2416

Christie Larson
432.213.4647

Vanessa Jordan
432.816.5490

Zac Hall
806.544.9211

11912

HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
Complete Home Remodel

Tile - Sheetrock - 
- Appliance Install -

Free Estimates
432-816-6282

JANITORIAL

BREATHE E-Z
Chimney, Air Duct 

Specials!
We clean everything!

Offices, Homes, 
Carpets, etc.

INSURED

1-866-843-1837 17
95

9

PHONE WIRING
Small Business & Residential

Phone Wiring
Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices

432-213-3910
A.W. Stansel

29 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720 17

95
7

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heaters
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heater
Parts and Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Ashley 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 18480

FALL CREEK
SECURITY

• Armed & Unarmed Security
  Offi cers
• Vehicle Patrol
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential - Homeowners
   Association
• Body Guards
• Liability Insurance
• State Licensed By
   Texas DPS

ST. LIC. B13300

CALL
ED HEARNE

1-800-768-7117

18
30

3

HOUSEKEEPING

PROFESSIONAL 
HOUSE 

CLEANING
References Available

Fair Prices &
 Quality Work

CALL
(432) 213-599118477

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 466-0573
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Fred Rubio                   Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

PRODUCTS

12
98

0

Quality Products since 1868.
Home Care, Personal Care, 
Home Remedies, Watkins, 

Vanilla, Natural Gourmet Spices.
www.watkinsonline.com/aholmes

Call: Annette (432) 267-3901
(Ind. Sales Associate) ID# 357980

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH

CALL
(432) 264-6134

“Se Habla Espanol”
*With RAL Approval

On Income Tax Refund
Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
406 Runnels
(Across From Bargain Mart)

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CALL RON

432-213-5540

L & R 
Construction
 Complete Home remodeling, 

Repairs, Additions, Floor and Wall 
Tile, Glass Block, Stone, Interior & 

Exterior Painting, Laminate 
Counter Tops, Cabinets, Drywall, 

WE CAN DO IT ALL.

16
16

9

STORAGE

Bk self storage
mini storage • boat • rv

all sizes available
our storage free's up

your space

432-267-1810
432-816-9416 15

73
8

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EXECUTIVE PAINTING
Comm. / Res.

Interior / Exterior
Drywall - Texture Repair

20 yrs. experience
432-816-3903

LEAVE MESSAGE15879

15879-GARY WEEKS-2-1.indd   1 1/30/09   9:56:25 AM

PAINTING

Production Painting
Interior • Exterior

Residential • Commercial
Tape • Bed • Texture
Acoustic Removal

432-212-1610
RENE FABIAN PANTOJA

16408

16408-KENE PANTOJA.indd   1 2/10/09   8:22:42 AM

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$7.95

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

helena.indd   1 2/10/09   8:23:23 AM

CONCRETE
All types of Concrete work 

and Repair Jobs
Concrete, Stucco, Block, 

Brick, Stone.

Free Estimates
CALL DAVID LOPEZ

213-4752
or 213-1181 16397

16397-lopez.indd   1 2/13/09   8:59:36 AM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Michael's
Home & Bus. Repair

Carpentry, Painting, Drywall, 
Appliances & Fixtures, Minor 

Plumbing & Electrical.  
Personal Asst./Shopper

20+ Yrs. Exp.
HOW MAY I BE OF SERVICE

(2-HR. MIN.)
432-213-2316 16402

16402-MICHAEL MADRY-2-13.indd   1 2/13/09   9:00:03 AM

LAWN SERVICE

16519

CALL DAVE 432-935-2406
Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

All Work Guaranteed

CYC Lawn Service
Yards Mowed $25.00

Big Spring Area
• Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming

• Flower Beds Cleaned • Alleys Cleaned  
• All Types Of Hauling
• All Types Of Odd Jobs

FULLY INSURED

16519 CYC LAWN.indd   1 2/13/09   8:53:37 AM

BUS & SERV-2-13-09.indd   1 2/13/09   9:28:16 AM
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Romance novelist Nora Roberts poses in a one of the literary-themed rooms at the newly renovated 
hotel she opened Friday, Feb. 13, in Boonsboro, Md.

By DAVID DISHNEAU
Associated Press Writer

BOONSBORO, Maryland (AP) 
—Tragedy, desire and a happy 
ending. A new Nora Roberts’ 
novel?

Close. It’s her new bed-and-
breakfast, a luxurious getaway 
built from the charred remains 
of a 210-year-old hotel in down-
town Boonsboro, near Roberts’ 
western Maryland home.

The eight, literary-themed 
rooms are furnished with items 
largely chosen by Roberts and 
purchased or made locally, 
reflecting her love affair with the 
little town that has become a des-
tination for 
romance 
readers.

The best-
s e l l i n g 
author and 
her hus-
b a n d , 
B r u c e 
Wilder, will 
w e l c o m e 
their first 
g u e s t s 
Tuesday to 
I n n 
BoonsBoro, 
nearly a year 
after an acci-
dental fire 
destroyed all 
but the stone 
walls.

Roberts said 
she had 
dreamed for 
years of restor-
ing the three- story 
structure, located across Main 
Street from the Turn the Page 
Bookstore Cafe that she and 
Wilder opened in 1995. The shop 
holds book signings that draw up 
to 250 readers to Boonsboro, a 
town of 3,400 that had no tourist 
lodging.

In 2007, Roberts and Wilder 
bought the former Boone Hotel 
and a nearby restaurant building 
in hopes of reviving the faded 
business district of what has 
become a bedroom community 
for workers in Washington and 
Baltimore, each about 60 miles 
(96 kilometers) away.

The hotel “was really in dire 
straits” but “I sort of had half the 
idea already in place — you could 
do a B&B, and the rooms could 
all be different and unique,” 
Roberts said. “And then, when 
we were able to get it, we just 
went forward with that.”

The $3 million renovation has 
made the hotel a decorator’s 
showcase in shades of tan, green 
and blue, with each room except 
the penthouse suite designed 
around a literary couple.

Lovers of “Pride and Prejudice” 
can choose the “Elizabeth and 
Darcy” room, done up like an 
E n g l i s h 

country 
house with a velvet chair and 
cashmere throw.

The “Nick and Nora” room, 
based on Dashiell Hammett’s 
“The Thin Man,” features Art 
Deco touches including a curli-
cue lamp that Roberts proudly 
proclaims she assembled her-
self.

The only room dedicated to a 
Roberts couple is the “Eve and 
Roarke” room, with Lucite chairs 
and other modern furnishings 
suggesting the slightly futuristic 
world of the “In Death” series, 
written under the name J.D. 
Robb.

All this luxury doesn’t come 

cheap. The price for a night’s 
stay ranges from $220 to $300. 
Packages incorporating massag-
es, champagne or tours of the 
nearby Antietam Civil War bat-
tlefield are available.

Roberts, 58, and her downtown 
neighbors fully expect the B&B 
to fuel the tourist economy that 
has developed around her work. 
Paintings and photographs by 
local artists adorning the inn’s 
walls are for sale, and more are 
available at nearby Gifts Inn 
BoonsBoro, a shop Roberts and 
Wilder recently opened offering 

locally made art, 
crafts, soap and 
furniture.

“We have a 
deep well of tal-
ent in the area, 
and so we want 
to showcase 
that,” Roberts 
said.

B o o n s b o r o 
Mayor Charles 
F. “Skip” 
Kauffman is 
deeply appre-
ciative of what 
Roberts and 
Wilder have 
done for 
Boonsboro.

“ T h e y ’ r e 
great people 
and they’re 
people of 
their word. 
They say 

they’re going to 
do something and they do it — 
and they’ve got the money to do it 
with,” he said.

With the B&B finished, Roberts 
said she’s eager to get started on 
a new J.D. Robb book — working 
title, “Fantasy in Death” — after 
a nearly three-week break from 
writing.

“I’m a writer who wants to 
write,” she said. “Come Tuesday 
morning — or Monday afternoon, 
if I can manage it — I’m back to 
work and all will be well.”

On the Net:
Inn BoonsBoro: http://www.

InnBoonsboro.com
    

Author Roberts opening 
hotel nearly lost to fire

(AP Photo/Rob Carr)

Two women walk by the newly renovated hotel that romance novelist 

Nora Roberts owns in Boonsboro, Md. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). Someone 
notices your subtle 
changes in mood. This 
quality of attention 
should tell you some-
thing — 
you are 
loved. Also, 
you have 
an effect on 
others even 
when you 
don’t real-
ize it, 
which is 
quite a 
r e s p o n s i -
bility. 

TAURUS 
(April 20-May 20). 
Everyone treats family 
differently from the way 
they respond to a strang-
er. Often the strangers 

get more patience. 
Today, it is those closest 
to you that will require 
your utmost care and 
compassion. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Think broad and 
work small. It’s the nice 
little things you do and 
the pleasant way you 
are that will make some-
one want your work, 
buy your product, be in 
your club and/or on 
your side. 

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). The quick-
est way to building your 
confidence is to take on 
a procrastinated task, 
especially one that has 
to do with tidying up 
your home. As soon as 
you get into the thick of 
a project, helpers arrive 

to bring it to the finish 
line. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Connections happen 
quickly, if not immedi-
ately. Be aware of the 
small social details. If 
all you do is smile and 
exchange a few pleas-
antries you may very 
well be entering into a 
new relationship.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You get excited at 
the very mention of a 
makeover. That’s you, 
always eager to improve. 
The subject may be your 
business, home or rela-
tionships. In all areas 
you make quick prog-
ress. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). What used to make 
your heart sing has now 

become too ordinary. 
You will enjoy your old 
favorites again, but only 
after you venture off for 
a while. Keep looking 
for inspiration. It comes 
from many different 
places.

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Focusing 
too intently on problems 
just creates more of 
them. Take charge. 
Distract yourself. You’re 
really having to work at 
being positive, but this 
is the most important 
work you could do.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). You are 
always operating at 
many levels at once, 
though you’re usually 
not so conscious of your 
m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l 

activity as you are 
today. You’ll get practi-
cal information through 
extrasensory means. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). The plan for 
increasing your finan-
cial flow will come 
together quickly. It all 
springs from who you 
are. Write down what 
you’re good at, what 
you’re bad at, your likes 
and dislikes. Get to 
know yourself all over 
again.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). You don’t 
need to change a single 
physical thing about 
yourself in order to be 
mega-attractive. Your 
body, hair, clothes — 
it’s all fine. All you have 
to do is know what you 

like and love about 
yourself and accentuate 
that.

PISCES  (Feb. 
19-March 20). You can 
work when you’re not 
inspired, but what’s the 
fun in that? You’ll be 
much more productive 
after you take a break. 
During your down time 
muses will stimulate 
your creativity. 

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis 
page, or you may send 
her a postcard in the 
mail. 

® 2009 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.

Holiday

Mathis

Dear Annie: I’m a 
40-year-old man who has 
moved back home with 
my mother to recover 
from a car accident. The 
recovery is nearly com-
plete, but the economy 
is slowing my progress 
toward moving out of 
the house.

Mom is very intrusive. 
When I first moved back 
home, I was in traction 
and unable to protest 
the carefully pressed 
undergarments and 
starch in my shorts. I 
have quite a lot of cor-
respondence related to 
the accident, which my 
mother rearranges regu-
larly when I’m not in 
the room. 

I some-
times won-
der wheth-
er I’m 
receiving 
all my 
mail. She 
s c r e e n s 
my phone 
calls by 
l e a v i n g 
the ringer 
off so I 
don’t hear 
the phone, 
and the 
answering 
m a c h i n e 
is in her 
bedroom.

The most irritating 
aspect is that Mom 
stealthily walks up 
behind me when I’m 
using the computer. I’m 
not surfing any ques-
tionable websites, but 
I’d like my e-mail and 
Facebook activities to 
be private. I’d be happy 
to show her most of this 
if she’d just ask.

I don’t know how to 
get my mother to respect 
my personal space. I’m 
hoping she’ll see this 
letter in print and under-
stand. — Smothered in 
Louisville, Ky.

Dear Smothered: 
Mom isn’t going to 
“understand.” You need 
to discuss this with her 
directly. Don’t be con-
frontational. 

Say lovingly, “Mom, I 
know you care about 
me, but I feel suffocated 
when you look over my 
mail, screen my phone 
calls and check what I’m 
doing on the computer. 

If you want to know 
something, just ask me. 
I’ll be happy to tell you.” 
We hope you can move 
out soon.

Dear Annie: I have a 
male friend who is mar-
ried. I socialize with 
him and his wife. I’ve 
known since I met 
“Todd” that he finds me 
attractive.

A few weeks ago, Todd 
and his wife came over 
to my house for a party 
my family was giving. 

Drinking was 
involved, and Todd and 
I ended up messing 
around, kissing and 
stuff. I feel so awful. I 
don’t know what to do.

Should I tell his wife? 
Should I keep away from 
Todd? I feel so guilty, I 
can’t stand it. Do you 
have some advice? — 

Sorry Now
Dear Sorry: You may 

socialize with the two of 
them, but never be any-
where alone with Todd, 
even if it’s just the kitch-
en. 

Say nothing now, but 
if he gets too friendly, 
tell him firmly that you 
are not interested and if 
he comes one step clos-
er, you will tell his wife. 
And watch your liquor 
intake. It obviously 
impairs your judgment.

Dear Annie: This is 
in response to 
“Complaining in 
Tennessee,” about what 
to do with unwanted 
note cards, note pads, 
calendars, etc.

Could you 
p l e a s e 
e n c o u r a g e 
readers to 
donate their 
surplus to 
their local 
p u b l i c 
schools? 

Many dis-
trict budgets 
include a 
r e l a t i v e l y 
s m a l l 
amount for 
teachers to 
spend on the 
surprisingly 
varied and 
overwhelm-

ing needs of their stu-
dents. Teachers often 
spend hundreds of their 
own dollars to fill these 
needs.

Need some ideas? 
Some kids wait outside 
in the cold in the morn-
ings with no gloves, hats 
or proper coats. How 
about giving your old 
ones to the schools to 
distribute? 

Plastic crates, bins 
and small containers 
come in handy in the 
classroom. Magazines, 
fabric and craft goods 
make for creative fun. 
We’ll take those miscel-
laneous pens, pencils 
and markers collecting 
in your kitchen junk 
drawer. 

Bookcases? Yup. Your 
kids outgrow their board 
games? We’ll use them. 
Puzzles? Legos? Even 
lamps and old pillows 
can be recycled in a 
classroom to create a 
cozy area for kids to curl 
up with a good book.

Most of the teachers 
I’ve had the pleasure to 
work with want to do 
their part to nurture, 
encourage and chal-
lenge America’s future 
citizens. Your donations 
would be greatly appre-
ciated. — Ready to 
Recycle in Rifle, Colo.

Dear Ready: This is a 
great idea. Interested 
parents can call the 
school or ask individual 
teachers if they can use 
what you would like to 
give away.

Annie’s Mailbox is 
written by Kathy 
Mitchell and Marcy 
Sugar, longtime editors 
of the Ann Landers col-
umn. 

® 2009 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox ®

Kathy Mitchell
Marcy Sugar
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Today is Monday, Feb. 16, 
the 47th day of 2009. There are 
318 days left in the year. This is 
Presidents’ Day.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 16, 1862, during the 
Civil War, some 14,000 
Confederate soldiers surren-
dered at Fort Donelson, Tenn. 
(Union Gen. Ulysses S. Grant’s 
victory earned him the nick-
name “Unconditional 
Surrender Grant.”)

On this date:
In 1804, Lt. Stephen Decatur 

led a successful raid into 
Tripoli Harbor to burn the U.S. 
Navy frigate Philadelphia, 
which had fallen into the hands 
of pirates.

In 1868, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks was 
organized in New York City.

In 1918, Lithuania proclaimed 
its independence, which lasted 
until World War II. (It again 
declared independence in 
1990).

In 1923, the burial chamber 

of King Tutankhamen’s recent-
ly unearthed tomb was unsealed 
in Egypt by English archaeolo-
gist Howard Carter.

In 1945, American troops 
landed on the island of 
Corregidor in the Philippines 
during World War II.

In 1959, Fidel Castro became 
premier of Cuba a month and a 
half after the overthrow of 
Fulgencio Batista.

In 1968, the nation’s first 911 
emergency telephone system 
was inaugurated, in Haleyville, 
Ala.

In 1977, Janani Luwum, the 
Anglican archbishop of 
Uganda, and two other men 
were killed in what Ugandan 
authorities said was an auto-
mobile accident.

In 1988, seven people were 
shot to death during an office 
rampage in Sunnyvale, Calif., 
by a man who was obsessed 
with a co-worker. (The gun-
man, Richard Farley, is under 
sentence of death.)

In 1998, a China Airlines 
Airbus A300-600R trying to land 
in fog near Taipei, Taiwan, 
crashed, killing all 196 people 
on board.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer 
Patty Andrews is 91. Kim Jong 
Il, the president of North Korea, 

is 67. Actor Jeremy Bulloch is 
63. Actor Pete Postlethwaite is 
63. Actor William Katt is 58. 
Actor LeVar Burton is 52. 
Actor-rapper Ice-T is 51. Actress 
Lisa Loring is 51. Tennis Hall 
of Fame player John McEnroe 
is 50. Rock musician Andy 
Taylor is 48. Rock musician 
Dave Lombardo (Slayer) is 44. 
Rock musician Taylor Hawkins 
(Foofighters) is 37. Singer Sam 
Salter is 34. Rapper Lupe Fiasco 
is 27. Actor Mike Weinberg is 
16.

Thought for Today: “The 
heart may think it knows bet-
ter: the senses know that 
absence blots people out. We 
have really no absent friends.” 
— Elizabeth Bowen, Irish-born 
author (1899-1973).    

® 2009 The Associated Press.
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  :AM
 5 :30

News Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married... Israel (Off Air) Ab Se Movie: How 
to Steal a 
Million, Eli 
Wallach 

Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Phineas Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

News News Married... Cortes Paid Paid Movers

  :AM
 6 :30

News Despierta 
América

Feldick Levántate SavedBell Swallow Arthur Paid Paid Angel Popoff Handy
Life To SavedBell Israel Martha Robison Paid BET Morning 

Inspiration
Mickey SportsCenter 

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Good Morn-
ing America 

Believers The Early 
Show 

Today SavedBell Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Paid BABY Charmed Handy
Believers SavedBell Sid Paid (:45) Movie: 

Send Me 
No Flowers, 
Tony Randall 

Money Handy

  :AM
 8 :30

Tyra Banks 
Show

Pagado Fresh Pr. Super Dirty Jobs UFC Fight 
Night

Charmed BET Now Handy SportsCenter 
Pagado Fresh Pr. Clifford Handy

  :AM
 9 :30

Good Morn-
ing Texas

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

Mike & Juliet Regis and 
Kelly

Madre Luna Movie: Into 
the Blue, 
Scott Caan 

Morde Sesame 
Street

Dirty Jobs ER Baldwin Phineas ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Swann Baldwin Phineas

  :AM
 10 :30

The View The View Casos de 
Familia

Ellen Show The Price Is 
Right

Hagee Dragon Dirty Jobs Movie: Lover 
Come Back, 
Tony Randall 

UFC Fight 
Night

Law & Order Baldwin Phineas SportsCenter 
Plateados Cortes Word Baldwin Phineas

  :AM
 11 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

New Day Mujer... 
Casos

Judge Mathis Young-Rest-
less

Sin Senos The People’s 
Court

Movie: 
Jurassic Park 
III, Tea Leoni 

McGee Super Dirty Jobs Law & Order To Be An-
nounced

Suite Life ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
MerMedia Dr. Young Sid Suite Life

  :PM
 12 :30

News All My Chil-
dren 

Mariana de 
la Noche

Judge A. News El Cuerpo 
del Deseo

Days of our 
Lives

Israel Big World Dirty Jobs UFC Fight 
Night

Law & Order Suite Life SportsCenter 
Judge A. Bold Faye H. Gardener Movie: 

Pretty in 
Pink, Andrew 
McCarthy

Suite Life

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

One Life to 
Live

Pobre Mil-
lonaria

Hatchett As the World 
Turns

Dame 
Chocolate

Rachael Ray Movie: 
Doom, Rosa-
mund Pike 

Scrivner Spain Dirty Jobs Law & Order Montana Mike and 
Mike

SportsCenter 
Hatchett Swallow Food Montana

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

General 
Hospital

Juro Que Te 
Amo

Judge Guiding Light The Doctors Light of the 
Southwest

Brush Dirty Jobs Ult. Knock-
outs

Law & Order Montana 1st and Lines
Judge Martha Movie: Stand 

by Me, Corey 
Feldman 

Montana Strongest Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Millionaire Judge J. El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Bonnie Hunt Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil King Maya Dirty Jobs Ultimate 
Knockouts

Law & Order Montana Lines NFL Live
Millionaire Judge J. King WordGirl Wizards Football Burning

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Oprah 
Winfrey 

Primer 
Impacto

Deal No Feud Al Rojo Vivo News Raymond Moving for 
Christ

Fetch Dirty Jobs Ult. Knock-
outs

Law & Order Wizards NASCAR 
Now 

Horn
Deal No News Inside Raymond Cyber Movie: Rudy, 

Charles S. 
Dutton

Wizards Interrupt

  :PM
 5 :30

News News Locura Lopez News Noticias News Raymond CCM BBC Dirty Jobs Ult. Knock-
outs

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Wizards Horn SportsCenter 
ABC ABC Noticiero Lopez CBS Noticiero NBC Friends Granger Business Wizards Interrupt

  :PM
 6 :30

News Jeopardy! Tontas Cielo Two Men News 12 Cora-
zones

News Seinfeld Van Impe News-Lehrer Dirty Jobs Ult. Knock-
outs

Law & Order Wizards NFL Live College 
BasketballEntertain Fortune Two Men Entertain Millionaire Seinfeld Hagee Movie: 

Madea’s 
Family Re-
union, Lynn 
Whitfi eld 

Montana Women’s 
College 
Basketball

  :PM
 7 :30

The Bachelor The Bachelor Cuidado-
Ángel

House Big Bang Doña Bar-
bara

Chuck Fam. Guy Israel Antiques 
Roadshow

Destroyed Movie: 
Million 
Dollar Baby, 
Morgan 
Freeman

Knockouts 5 Law Order: 
CI

Movie: 
Dadnapped How I Met Fam. Guy Harris Destroyed

  :PM
 8 :30

Fuego en la 
Sangre

24 Two Men El Rostro de 
Analia

Heroes Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

American 
Exp.

1 Way Movie: Ring 
of Death, 
Charlotte 
Ross

The Closer College Bas-
ketball: Texas 
at Texas 
A&M.

Worst Fam. Guy 1 Way Wizards E:60

  :PM
 9 :30

True Beauty True Beauty Cristina TMZ CSI: Miami Sin Senos Medium Name Rough 
Crossings

Man vs. Wild Trust Me 2009 BET 
Honors 

Montana
Raymond El Cartel Name Montana Mexico City

  :PM
 10 :30

News News Impacto Raymond News Noticias News Seinfeld Israel Dirty Jobs Movie: First 
Blood, Brian 
Dennehy

UFC 95 
Countdown

Saving 
Grace 

Suite Life SportsCenter 
Nightline Nightline Noticiero King-Hill Late Show Decisiones 

de
Tonight Show Sex & Sala Digital Montana Blame

  :PM
 11 :30

Insider Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Hora de 
la Risa

Law Order: 
CI

Sex & Uri Harel Smiley Destroyed CSI: NY The Closer Movie: 
Woman Thou 
Art Loosed 

So Raven NASCAR 
Now 

NFL Live
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Late Late 
Show

Decisiones 
de

Late Night Movie: The 
Cookout 

Mark Smiley Destroyed Cory Final

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Contra 
Viento

RENO 911 Israel (Off Air) 1 Way Movie: First 
Blood, Brian 
Dennehy

Disorderly 
Con.

Trust Me Replace Who’s Num-
ber 1?

SportsCenter 
News Basco Consumer Insider Programa 

Pagado
News Cortes 1 Way Kim

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Paid Clasicos Friends Entertain Poker After 
Dark

(:15) Movie: 
King’s Ran-
som 

Light of the 
Southwest

Man vs. Wild Amazing 
Video

Law & Order The Deal Emperor Boxing: 
Friday Night 
Fights. 

SportsCenter 
Paid Paid Humor Consumer Paid Pelicula: 

Lauro Pu-
ñales, Jaime 
Fernández

Dragon

  :AM
 2 :30

Paid (:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

RENO 911 (:07) CBS Up 
to the Minute

Young Popoff Adventure-
Sherlock 
Holmes-
Brother

Star Trek: 
Voyager

Law & Order Hell Date Proud SportsCenter 
Paid Consumer Young P90X Hell Date Whiskers

  :AM
 3 :30

(:10) ABC 
World News 
Now

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie Last Call (:15) Movie: 
The Cookout 

Best of 
Light of the 
Southwest

Paid Paid Cold Case BET Inspira-
tion

Recess Mexico City SportsCenter 
Plateados Early Tdy Paid Paid Mermaid

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy P90X Movie: Silent 
Movie

Paid Cold Case Lilo Stitch ESPNews SportsCenter 
Morning AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Popoff Paid Popoff Lilo Stitch ESPNews
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the potential she has in her senior 
year.”

For Hughey, who also teamed with 
Green, Drew Breckenridge and John 

McMahon for a school-record perfor-
mance in the 200-yard freestyle relay 
in which they finished second, this 
will be a second consecutive trip to 
the state meet.

Last season, Hughey qualified for 
state in the 50 freestyle and finished 
12th. This season Hughey suffered 
some heartbreak, flinching on the 

stand and being flagged for a false 
start at the district meet. The mishap 
disqualified Hughey from advancing 
in his best race.

“Cameron was really upset after the 
district meet, but he was also moti-
vated by the mistake,” said Nelson. 
“He showed how badly he wanted to 
return to state with his performance 
in the 100. The 50 was his specialty. It 
was his race and he’d have easily 
advanced to state if it wasn’t for the 
DQ. I’m very proud of the way he’s 
approached preparing for the 100 
instead.

“I think Cameron and DeShae have 
a great shot at competing at state,” he 
continued. “I don’t want to put an 
expected place on him. They were so 
much better in their times at region-
als when compared to what they did 
at district. I think anything is possi-
ble at state.”

Women 200 Yard Medley Relay
 1, Pecos High School 1:58.68R. 2, El Paso 

Chapin ‘A’  2:02.82. 3,  Abilene Cooper High 
School ‘A’ 2:05.00. 4, Jefferson/Silva ‘A’ 2:11.52. 5, 
Pampa High School ‘A’ 2:12.96. 6, El Paso High ‘A’ 
2:13.38. 7, Big Spring ‘A’ (Sage, Kelly, Hagland, 
Audrey, Walker, Jenni, Rist, Simone), 2:15.53. 8, 
Monahans High School ‘A’ 2:19.17. 

Men 200 Yard Medley Relay
 1, El Paso High ‘A’ 1:45.93. 2, Pecos High 

School  ‘A’ 1:46.18. 3, Parkland Matadors ‘A’ 
1:50.00. 4, Abilene Cooper High School ‘A’ 1:50.77. 
5, El Paso Chapin ‘A’ 1:51.60. 6, Monahans High 
School ‘A’ 1:51.78. 7, Big Spring ‘A’ (Richey, AJ, 
Garcia, Joe, Rodriguez, Matt, McMahon, John), 
1:58.90.

Women 200 Yard Freestyle
 1, Contreras, Danya G, EP Andress, 2:03.20. 2, 

Elliott, Lauren, Pecos,  2:05.86. 3, Porras, Lauren, 
El Paso High, 2:06.29. 4, Ellis, Raq, EP Jeff/Silva, 
2:10.50. 5, Sage, Kelly, Big Spring, 2:10.63. 6, 
Wilson, Mackenzie  L, Andrews, 2:13.47. 7, 
McBride, Aimee, Monahans, 2:16.85. 8, Swindell,  
Stormy, Wylie, 2:24.65. 

Men 200 Yard Freestyle
 1, Price, Chris, Wylie, 1:47.94P. 2, Green, 

DeShae D, Big Spring, 1:48.34P. 3, Gonzalez- 
Arranda, Mauricio, EP Jeff/Silva, 1:49.64. 4, Dennis, 
Colby N,  Pampa, 1:56.78. 5, Carl, Hunter, EP 
Chapin, 1:57.84. 6, Diaz, Jose, EP Austin, 1:58.05. 
7, Navarro, Edward, Pecos, 1:58.66. 8, Guyer, Cole 
A, Pampa, 2:01.76. 

Women 200 Yard IM
 1, Drennan, Jocelin, Greenwood, 2:14.61R. 2, 

Partida, Gaby, El Paso High, 2:16.68. 3, Mendoza, 
Alexcia, Pecos, 2:26.89. 4, Hernandez, Anatalia, 
Pecos, 2:30.68. 5, Young, Xaimarie, EP Jeff/Silva, 
2:33.97. 6, Maese, Sofia, El Paso High, 2:40.55. 7, 
West, Abby G, Pampa, 2:40.70. 8, Emeliyanova, 
Ksusha, Andrews, 2:50.40. 

Men 200 Yard IM
 1, Elliott, Josh, Pecos, 2:05.86. 2, Anzano, 

Michael A, EP Parkland, 2:07.98. 3, McGee, Ian, 
EP Chapin, 2:09.55. 4, Matlock, David A, Caprock, 
2:10.44. 5, Stoffle, Kelly T, Pampa, 2:10.69. 6, 
Farmer, Jacob R, Andrews, 2:14.37. 7, Lopez, 
Kevin, EP Del Valle, 2:16.11. 8, Vasquez, Aaron, 
EP Irvin, 2:16.17. 

Women 50 Yard Freestyle
 1, Mohr, Alison, Andrews, 26.05. 2, Deer, 

Kathleen, El Paso High, 26.88. 3, Ford, Trisha, 
Cooper, 26.93. 4, Rex, Miranda, Andrews, 27.57. 5, 
Lujan, Edith, EP Andress, 27.81. 6, Morado, Celia, 
EP Irvin, 28.07. 7, Roman, Adrianna, Pecos, 28.18. 
8, Montes, Nadia, EP Del Valle, 28.31. 

Men 50 Yard Freestyle
 1, Neef, Dustin K, Pampa, 22.61. 2, DE LA 

Vega, Jorge, EP Del Valle, 22.83. 3, Young, Josh N, 
EP Andress, 22.97. 4, Williams, Seth, El Paso 
High, 23.15. 5, Carrillo, Josh, Seminole, 23.23. 6, 
Robbins, Jacob, Monahans, 23.40. 7, Giner, 
Andrew, EP Burges, 23.42. 8, Nolen, Jacob, EP 
Chapin, 23.51. 

Women 100 Yard Butterfly
 1, Drennan, Jocelin, Greenwood, 1:01.44. 2, 

Mendoza, Alexcia, Pecos, 1:04.64. 3, Martin, 
Jessica, EP Chapin, 1:06.59. 4, Hernandez, 
Anatalia, Pecos, 1:08.41. 5, Barraza, Elisa, El Paso 
High, 1:13.29. 6, Hernandez, Jessica, EP Burges, 
1:14.30. 7, Gallagher, Casey, El Paso High, 1:15.64. 

8, Popham, Haley D, Monahans, 1:21.89. 
Men 100 Yard Butterfly
 1, Williams, Seth, El Paso High, 55.37. 2, 

Carrillo, Josh, Seminole, 57.66. 3,  Spinks, Brandon, 
Monahans, 58.53. 4, Tighe, Jonathan, El Paso 
High, 59.28. 5,  Stoffle, Kelly T, Pampa, 59.37. 6, 
Farmer, Jacob R, Andrews, 1:00.78. 7, Vasquez, 
Aaron, EP Irvin, 1:01.21. 8, Mendoza, Gus, Pecos, 
1:05.15. 

Women 100 Yard Freestyle
 1, Thyfault, Mackayla, EP Chapin, 55.58. 2, 

Elliott, Lauren, Pecos, 58.11. 3, Armstrong, Conner, 
Pecos, 59.26. 4, Campos, Amanda, Cooper, 59.35. 
5, Deer, Kathleen, El Paso High, 59.69. 6, Tucek, 
Nicole, Wylie, 1:00.21. 7, Rex, Miranda, Andrews, 
1:02.80. 8, Gomez, Brenda, EP Irvin, 1:03.20. 

Men 100 Yard Freestyle
 1, Hughey, Cameron C, Big Spring, 49.19. 2, 

Green, DeSahe D, Big Spring, 49.48. 3, DE LA 
Vega, Jorge, EP Del Valle, 51.23. 4, Giner, Andrew, 
EP Burges, 51.24. 5, Neef, Dustin K, Pampa, 
51.53. 6, Navarro, Carlos, Pecos, 51.92. 7, Robbins, 
Jacob, Monahans, 53.26. --, Young, Josh N, EP 
Andress, DQ. 

Women 500 Yard Freestyle
 1, Reynolds, Alyson, Pecos, 5:32.76. 2, Roman, 

Adrianna, Pecos, 5:42.03. 3, Porras, Lauren, El 
Paso High, 5:46.26. 4, Ellis, Raq, EP Jeff/Silva, 
5:46.87.  5, McBride, Aimee, Monahans, 6:13.31. 
6, Hernandez, Maggie, Pecos, 6:23.91. 7, Ramey, 
Kendle R, Pampa, 6:25.54. 8, Clary, Ashley, EP 
Burges, 6:26.47. 

Men 500 Yard Freestyle
 1, Gonzalez- Arranda, Mauricio, EP Jeff/Silva, 

5:03.75. 2, Navarro, Edward,  Pecos, 5:21.39. 3, 
Claflin, Sam, El Paso High, 5:25.83. 4, Morin, 
Frankie,  Pecos, 5:29.21. 5, Avila, Jose, EP Jeff/
Silva, 5:40.86. 6, Lynch, Cyle,  Monahans, 5:43.04. 
7, Richey, AJ, Big Spring, 5:49.50. 8, Jaramillo, 
Daniel, EP Burges, 5:54.57. 

Women 200 Yard Freestyle Relay
 1, El Paso High ‘A’ 1:47.78P. 2, Pecos High 

School ‘A’ 1:48.34P. 3, El Paso Chapin ‘A’ 1:48.97P. 
4, Big Spring ‘A’ (Rist, Simone, Brant, Doris, 
Walker, Jenni, Sage, Kelly), 1:53.46. 5, Abilene 
Wylie ‘A’ 1:54.87. 6, Del Valle High School ‘A’ 
1:55.30. 7, Monahans High School ‘A’ 1:56.62.

Men 200 Yard Freestyle Relay
 1, Pampa High School ‘A’ 1:32.09R. 2, Big 

Spring ‘A’ (Green, DeSahe, Breckenridge, Drew, 
McMahon, John, Hughey, Cameron), 1:33.06P. 
3, Del Valle High School ‘A’ 1:36.57. 4, Abilene 
Cooper High School ‘A’ 1:37.92. 5, Pecos High 
School ‘A’ 1:38.30. 6, El Paso Burges ‘A’ 1:39.09.

Women 100 Yard Backstroke
 1, Partida, Gaby, El Paso High, 1:01.83R. 2, 

Contreras, Danya G, EP Andress, 1:04.80. 3, 
Armstrong, Conner, Pecos, 1:06.34. 4, Sage, 
Kelly, Big Spring, 1:08.24. 5, Wilson, Mackenzie 
L, Andrews, 1:09.61. 6, Tooke, Bailey, EP Chapin, 
1:12.81. 7, Bernal, Daniela, EP Parkland, 1:13.64. 
8, Carr, Kaitlyn, EP Jeff/Silva, 1:14.37. 

Men 100 Yard Backstroke
 1, Elliott, Josh, Pecos, 55.69. 2, Jennings, Eran, 

Cooper, 56.26. 3, Price, Chris, Wylie, 57.98. 4, 
McGee, Ian, EP Chapin, 58.99. 5, Carl, Hunter, EP 
Chapin, 59.47. 6, Guyer, Cole A, Pampa, 1:01.52. 
7, Nolen, Jacob, EP Chapin, 1:02.65. 8, Smiley, 
Brian C, EP Andress, 1:03.34. 

Women 100 Yard Breaststroke
 1, Reynolds, Alyson, Pecos, 1:11.19. 2, Campos, 

Amanda, Cooper, 1:11.35. 3, Mohr, Alison, Andrews, 
1:13.17. 4, Tucek, Nicole, Wylie, 1:16.14. 5, West, 
Abby G, Pampa, 1:20.19. 6, Arreola, Rachel, El 
Paso High, 1:21.93. 7, Hicks, Hannah, Seminole, 
1:22.51. 8, Carreon, Ariel, EP Chapin, 1:24.93. 

Men 100 Yard Breaststroke
 1, Anzano, Michael A, EP Parkland, 1:04.07. 2, 

Wilkinson, Grant, El Paso High, 1:04.85. 3, Navarro, 
Carlos, Pecos, 1:07.06. 4, Richardson, Jonathon, 
EP Chapin, 1:07.95. 5, Teague, Derek, Pecos, 
1:08.85. 6, Burns, Kevin, EP Andress, 1:09.89. 7, 
Hudson, Cody J, Pampa, 1:11.11. 8, Carrington, 
Oliver, EP Del Valle, 1:11.53. 

Women 400 Yard Freestyle Relay
 1, Pecos High School ‘A’ 3:54.45. 2, El Paso 

High ‘A’ 3:57.87. 3, Andrews ‘A’ 4:09.89. 4, 
Jefferson/ Silva ‘A’ 4:12.02. 5, Abilene Cooper High 
School ‘A’ 4:12.39. 6, El Paso Chapin ‘A’ 4:17.22. 
7, Abilene Wylie ‘A’ 4:17.34. 8, Monahans High 
School ‘A’ 4:19.42. 

Men 400 Yard Freestyle Relay
 1, Pampa High School ‘A’ 3:26.55. 2, El Paso 

Chapin ‘A’ 3:27.15. 3, Pecos High School ‘A’  
3:30.97. 4, Big Spring ‘A’ (Green, DeSahe, 
Breckenridge, Drew, McMahon, John, Hughey, 
Cameron 12), 3:34.40. 5, Del Valle High School ‘A’ 
3:37.15. 6, Andress High School ‘A’ 3:37.65. 7, 
Monahans High School ‘A’ 3:38.02. 8, Abilene 
Cooper High School ‘A’ 3:38.68.
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SOFTBALL
Continued from Page 7

aggressiveness. We’ve got a lot of the 
same girls back from last year, so the 
experience is there. We have strug-
gled some in our scrimmages, but 
there has been plenty to be encour-
aged by as well.”

One of the reasons the Lady Steers 
might be struggling in scrimmages is 
due to the lack of some key players 
who are still on the basketball team, 
mainly Linzee Yarbar and Valerie 
Ross, who Sparks expects to make up 
the middle infield of the team.

“Either Linzee or Valerie will play 
shortstop and the other will play sec-
ond,” said Sparks. “I’m not trying to 
rush them back either. I want the bas-
ketball team to do well. We’ll have 
time to get them into a softball groove 
before the district season starts.”

Also returning from last season’s 
infield is third baseman Jillian Valle 
and first baseman Kenzie Hunt, who 
Sparks says will start the season as 
the Lady Steers’ ace on the mound. 

Hunt gets the early nod due to last 
year’s ace Kelly Sage just now being 
available for practice as she wrapped 
up the swimming season Saturday. 

“Kenzie will be our No. 1 starter for 
now, but I’m excited to get Kelly back 
as well. They made a good pitching 
duo for us last year,” noted Sparks. 
“Both are reliable hitters as well. 
Kenzie and Jillian have been two of 
the top hitters in our scrimmages. 
We’ve got a lot of experience and abil-
ity in the infield.”

A familiar face will be behind home 
plate as Baylea Fox will start at catch-
er for a third consecutive season. Fox 
is the only returning starter who is a 
senior this year. Sparks is comfort-
able with her presence behind the 
plate.

“Baylea has taken this team three 
deep into the playoffs the last two sea-
sons, so I’m definitely OK with her at 
catcher,” Sparks said.

In the outfield is where the Lady 
Steers are needing some players to 
step up. Sparks is hopeful sophomore 
Jessica Womack can be one of those 
athletes.

“Jessica gets a good jump on the 
ball and has flashed a pretty solid 
glove,” he noted. “She’s got a pretty 
strong arm and I’m interested in how 
she’ll do in the outfield. I think she 
could be an answer for us out there.”

As for matching up in District 4-4A, 
Sparks feels like the Lady Steers can 
play with anyone in the league, 
including perennial favorite 
Frenship.

Frenship hasn’t lost a district soft-
ball game in two years, but has been 
challenged most by Big Spring. Last 
season, the Lady Steers stretched 
Frenship to its limit in the regional 

quarterfinals.
Big Spring eventually was swept in 

the best-of-three series in two tightly 
played games.

“I think we can play with Frenship. 
We showed we can last season,” said 
Sparks. “Our biggest challenge is the 
mental part of the game. We’ve got 
the physical ability. The biggest thing 
I have to accomplish as a coach is to 
get these girls mentally prepared to 
play.

“Our first and foremost goal this 
season is to have a winning record,” 
he continued. “We haven’t had one is 
three seasons. Obtaining the winning 
season will lead to several other goals 
including a district title and advance-
ment in the playoffs.”

Contact Sports Editor Jonathan Hull 
by calling 263-7331, ext. 237, or by 
e-mailing him at sports@bigspringh-
erald.com.

HOWARD
Continued from Page 7

second game. 
“Now, our pitching and defense was 

fantastic all weekend long,” Smith 
continued. “So, it was good to see us 
respond offensively.”

Saturday, the Hawks’ bats didn’t 
catch fire until the fourth inning of 
the first game, when they posted four 
runs to break a 2-2 tie. Howard added 
three more in the fifth to go up 9-2 — a 
margin that held until the end. 

Freshman Duncan McGee picked 
up his first win of the season.

Bryan Johns stood out offensively, 
hitting a double and a triple and 
knocking in four runs. Miles Hamblin 
had two RBI, while Andrew Collazo, 

Nick Popescu and Joe Leftridge each 
had one.

The Howard bats stayed hot as the 
Hawks’ pitching staff threw a shutout 
in the second game. 

Howard got off to a great start in the 
first inning. After two consecutive 
walks and a hit batter loaded the 
bases for Howard, Popescu took 
advantage by hitting a triple that 
scored Johns, Hamblin and Monk 
Kreder, giving Howard a 3-0 lead.

The Hawks added three more runs 
in the second and two in the fifth and 
sixth innings. Jonathon Castillo 
ended the game with a single back up 
the middle of the infield that scored 
Hamblin and Tommy Vukovich with 
two outs in the sixth inning.

Burch Smith picked up the win for 
the Hawks.

Howard travels to Abilene to face 

Vernon College at 1 p.m. Tuesday. 
Smith is pleased with the way the 

team is playing right now, but is also 
cautious that the Hawks don’t get too 
comfortable with their ability.

“We thought we were going to be 
about pitching and defense and to see 
us come out and live up to that expec-
tation is nice,” said Smith. “Honestly, 
we’ve swung the bat a little better 
than I’ve expected. I knew we could 
score runs, but I thought we would 
have to manufacture more runs with 
solid base running.

“The tough thing is that when you 
win a bunch complacency can set in,” 
he continued. “It’s going to be more 
about us taking care of our business 
and not worrying about who we’re 
playing. Really, that’s our only con-
cern. If we show up to play, then 
we’re going to be good. I don’t know 

that we’re going to run into anybody 
with more talent than us. It’s just a 
matter of us playing well. It doesn’t 
mean we can’t get beat. We’ve got a 
lot of talent, but we’ve got to play 
well, too.”

Howard College 9,
Lon Morris 2

Lon Morris  002 000 0—2   4 0
Howard	     101 430 x—9 11 0

WP – Duncan McGee (1-0).
2B: LM - None, HC – Bryan Johns, Stephen 

Niedwieki. 3B: LM – None, HC – Johns, Andrew 
Collazo. HR: LM – Roestel, HC – Nick Popescu. 
RBI: LM – Roestel 2, HC – Hamblin 2, Johns 4, 
Collazo, Popescu, Leftridge.

Game 2
Howard College 10,

Lon Morris 0
Lon Morris  000 000—  0 6 2
Howard	     330 022—10 9 2

WP – Burch Smith (1-0).
2B: LM – None, HC – Runey Davis, Collazo, 

Popescu. 3B: LM – None, HC – Jonathan Castillo. 
HR: LM – None, HC – None. RBI: LM – None, HC 
– Monk Kreder 2, Popescu 3, Bobby, Castillo 2, 
Davis, Johns.


