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RUNNING BACK BATTLE

City moves toward courthouse demolition

Council members approve request for qualifications for contractors

By Jmph Basco The city and ERP signed a purchase and sale agree- courthouse demolition because of historical purposes. but
jbasco@mrt.com ment in March 2013, which put the courthouse property noted that no one has come forward with a sohid plan that
on hold until developers were ready to begin construc- uses the property as it stands.

The city of Midland is seeking contractors who can tion. ERP canceled the purchase and sale agreement 18 Morales said if a developer proposes a project that does
provide oversight for the demolition of three downtown months later. not require demolition, then it will be considered
buildings that it owns, including the former Midland Now the city seeks courthouse asbestos removal and “l would want to make sure that whatever we put on
County Courthouse. demolition cost estimates from an oversight company the property can be utilized for all citizens and gives the

During the Sept. 9 City Council meeting, the council With that knowledge. the city will then solicit companies  best use for downtown,” Morales said
authornized a request for QUﬂliﬁCiﬂiUﬂ.‘i for contractors 10 do the actual asbestos removal and demolition of the Pat McDaniel, director of the H;IIL‘} Memonal l.thl;tl'}
who can oversee an environmental assessment. asbestos courthouse and the two Armngton butldings. Mayor Jern and History Center, echoed Morales. He said there needs
removal and demolition of the city-owned Mid-America Morales said. to be a concrete plan for the property that benetits the
Building and the Midland Executive Center buildings on "By just sitting on them and not knowing anvthing. it's  whole community.

West lllinois Avenue. not doing us any good.” Morales said Sept. Y “But 1t should not beneht a developer trom somewhere

The city added the courthouse property to its initial Morales listed several possibilities for the properties ¢lse that doesn’t necessanly have allegiance 1o West
request for qualifications days after negotiations with once the buildings are demolished. The city may request [exas.” McDaniel said
Energy Related Properties — the developer of the defunct  development proposals. Another option 1s for the city to McDaniel has also sottened his stance on the
Energy Tower project — fell through. The 53-floor pro)- do development of its own
ect was to be built at the courthouse property. Morales was mundful of the vocal opposition to the Please see HOMES/4A

Lizard’s fate

IN K T falls in middle

of oil boom

KRYLIRIIIL rf Pu A A

SAN ANTONIO A petition seeking
(o protect a hittle-known hzard that makes
its home 1n large portions of an area lead

ing the way in the new lexas o1l boom
remains in limbo

An environmental group has asked
the U'.S. Fish and Wildhite Service to
list the spot-tatled carless hzard as an
endangered or threatened species, the San
Antonio Express-News reported

'he rare hzard s hikely habitat includes
large swaths of the Eagle Ford Shale
formations. the prolihe ol and gas hield
in South Texas

The U.S. Fish and Wildlite Service in
2011 said there was substantial informa
tion that histing the spot-tarled earless
hhzard as endangcored or threatened might
be warranted. 1S the first step in what
can be a yearslong process to list a spe
cres. but it doesn’t mean the hzard will
ultimately recerve any histing

Austin attorney Alan Glen. who spe
crahizes in environmental law. sand atten
tion on the phight of the hizard has been
“something of a sleeping issue.

Much of the public’s attention 1o
potential endangered species in Texas has
zeroed inon a bird — the lesser pramne
chicken. In March. the federal govern
ment histed the bird as threatened

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram The U.S. Fish and Wildhite Service
has said the hsting 1s justihed by a steep
Crow Smith of Lucky Ducks Tattoo Shop in Midland works on a back tattoo for Jordan Spangler of Longview during the Yellow Rose Tattoo Expo decline 1in the bird s numbers 1in recent
on Saturday at Midland Center. years. The five states affected — Kansas,
' Colorado, New Mexico. Oklahoma and
By Rich l_,opez their needles cranking out 1OOS Texas — had fewer than 18,000 1n 201 3,
works that ranged from But pain thresholds vaned down almost S0 percent from 2012
simple touch-ups to preces from one gentleman hnish- The decision on the bird could aftfect
of art. By Sunday. organizer ing work on his 1Pad to agriculture. otl and gas drilhing. wind

]
The Takeaway:
Trent Valleau was feeling those who just couldn't take | farms and other activities in the hve

Yellow Rose OVer the woshend - Midland  cuiisfied with the turnout it — but had to. With palms states.
Center hosted the inaugural 10 their heads, coverning their | Glen said people have not been as

Yellow Rose Tattoo Expo. THE GRIMACE OF PAIN eyes and baring teeth, pan focused on the hzard. but added that 1

Tattm EXPO The three-day event featured was as common as a MOM “would be as big a deal as the prane

artists from around the coun- As needles buzzed, people lattoo. chicken™ if 1t gets simular protection
try displaying their talents were often splayed out for
with the perpetual buzz of their newly purchased tat- Please see EXPO/4A Please see FATEMA

Jjriopez@mrt.com

Tattoos invaded downtown
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There’s no free ride for drivers on the roads in Texas

0 you prefer to pay upfront, on “If it weren't for trucks, we'd all be ed, more damaged and more dangerous
delivery or on a payment plan? | hungry and naked,” Brian Fielkow, presi- The Texas Transportation Institute at
Each method has proponents, ' dent of trucking company Jetco Delivery,  Texas A&M University estimates that
and some people are happy to pay with | L told me. “There is a production cost in Texans spend an extra 37 hours in traffic
their time sitting in traffic or through | ' terms of time waiting in traffic. Crowded  every year because our roads have not
more frequent car and truck repairs. But . roads are less safe than roads that are kept up with our population and economy.
one thing is certain, we are going to pay a ' properly planned out for the population. Congestion costs the Texas economy
price for the roads we build, and the ones . Texas has had such explosive growth, our  $10.8 billion a year. the institute reports.
we don’t. infrastructure has not kept up.” More than a quarter of Texas transporta-
Covering economic development in thing we need for modern living, but in Fielkow's Houston-based company tion companies are based in Houston, and
Africa, | learned that roads literally deliver  Texas making those deliveries is becom- has 100 trucks and 145 employees. He's
ing more expensive. watched the roads become more congest- Please see TOMLINSON/MA

The big number Today in Plugged In 81, Sunday

Last raise for tip sarners was in Cateh up on ail the latest technology news. Page 18
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water well
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unearthed in
Stephenville

By Bill Hanna
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

STEPHENVILLE —
Carroll Mcinroe has vivid
memories of the 1950s
drought and his father’s
desperate search for water.
“Dad had lost the cotton
crop,” Mclnroe told the
Worth Star-Telegram. “He
had lost the peanut crop. If
he lost the cattle, he lost the
ranch. It was as simple as
that.”

As the drought intensi-
hed. Mcinroe remembered
tagging along with his fa-
ther to Lost Creek. the last
place on the family farm
north of Stephenville that
sulll had water

Mclinroe's father started

digging near where a spring |

fed the creek in the hope of

tractor got stuck. they found

the old well. Mclnroe said.
With the help of local

leenagers, they dug into the

e ——

finding its source. When the | mother

Y A

Elma Jean Bowers
. Deffenbaugh, 90, of Midland,

- 10 be with her Lord Jesus on
- October 4, 2014. Her stead-
- fast faith in God's best ena-
~ bled her to persevere in the
- last difficult years of aging.

- Words to descnibe this mar-

velous woman include quiet
yet deep believer in Chnst,
perfect  wife., tremendous
and mother-in-law,
creative and ultra fun grand-

" ma. devoted to fnends. hilan-

ously funny wit, avid stitcher,
golt devotee. sports fan de-

creek bed and hit pay dirt. | luxe. fantastic cook. deeply

uncarthing the hand-dug
well — with tool marks
along the side — that ap-
[K‘.ll‘t‘t[ o have been there
tor centunes

It quickly tilled wath
spring walcer and hL']PCll
heep the farming and
ranching operanon afloat
Mcinroe s Lather named 1t
“Gireen Hole because ol
the spring-fed well s color

"My dad got a big old
hand pump. and we would
nearly pumpat dry eveny
day.” Mclnroe sand. Tt was
VO LIL'[\'IHIHML‘ It saved
us durnng that drought ™

When the drought broke
and the creek was running
once agam. the well disap
peared. But Mclnroe never
torgot. He would dig it up
agamn after returming home
from the Army in the carly
19708 | |

And even when it disap-
peared a second time. the
old well staved fresh i his
mind

“yve been thinking about
that old well since | was S
vears old. Mclnroe sand
CIEwas soaimpressine o me
| have never forgotten it” |

With the ongoing drought
tghtenimyg its gnp on North
Fevas, Mclhnroe decided to
tap the well once agan. He
Hew back to Texas late last
month from his home 1n
Spokane. Washington, and
with the help of an excava-
tor. the “Gireen Hole' was
reborn

H}. the IH“HHIII}! Sunduy.
it was fitlled with water —
just like 60 years ago.

Mclnroe. however. 1s
seehing more than another
source of water for a ranch-
¢r who leases the land.

He wants to hind out the
well's age

I must dvang tor it to
be 6000 years ago. and |
admit that.” Mclnroe said.

In the S-acre pasture just
above the creek are indica-
tons that people have been
coming to this watering
hole tor ages

McInroe has tound old
stone-carving tools and ar-
rowheads. as well as stones
that appeared to be used as
fire pits. He has wondered
whether a small village was
once next to the creek

But it will take time and
money to answer those
questions. The age won't be
casy o determine because
the most important prece
of evidence was lost when
the well was dug up in the
|OSON |

“Since they excavated
it out back in the 1950k, |
it's hard for me tell you |
precisely how old 1t 18, sand
Charles Fredenck. a geo-
archacologist and research
fellow at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. He
explained that there i1s no
sediment around the well to
help determine its age. |

e .
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“The thing we have to |
rely upon i1s where it 1s on
the landscape.” said Freder-
ick. who was on hand when
the well was excavated.
“The fact that it 1s associat-
ed with the modern channel
would suggest it I1s associ-
ated with the most recent
regime of stream filling and
movement.

“On most streams in
Texas, that dates to the last
1,000 years to the Jast 1,500

 George

loved  others.
loved BY others.
Jean was born to Charles
Arthur Bowers and Elva
Grace Squyres Bowers on
December 30, 1923, in Exo-
dus. Nebraska. She was
raised 1n Lincoln. NE. gradu-
ating from Lincoln High and
then from the Umiv of Ne-
braska with a BS in Physical
Education. She was a mem-
ber ot Alpha X1 Delta Sororn-
ty there. and a lifelong Comn-
husker tan. She worked at
Kansas Univ and taught Kin-

and deeply

~ dergarten and PE n elemen-

tary school. In 1947 she mar-

- ned migh school sweetheart
- Jim Deftenbaugh after he re-

turned  from  serving In
WWII After graduation from
L' of Neb, Jim worked for
Conoco Onl for 30 yrs, Adobe
1l Corp 1n Midland until re-
trement 1in 1986. They had
three sons:  Charles. George.,
and Steve. and were mamed
59 vrs until has death in 2006.

Jean worked at Lee High _

School as a hibranan untl
1978 where she also volun-
leered as Rebelette sponsor.
lhe Lee Rebels were a be-
loved mainstay throughout
her life. She loved volunteer-
ing, serving at St. Luke’s
UMC. Midland Cerebral Pal-

sy Center, Midland County
Public Library. PEO Sister- |

hood (Philanthropic Educa-
tional Organization). and the

- Women's Auxilliary at Mid-
' land Memorial Hosp.

Besides volunteer work

| .
. Jean was an avid golfer and
. lifetime

member of
Ranchland Hills Women's
Golf Asso. She and Jim
loved going on golf junkets
with fniends as well as travel-

- ing. Although she was re-

served by nature, she loved
being in the middle of the
people and activities she
cherished. She stitched ex-
quisite pieces, including 20
stunning Christmas stockings
for her family. And. oh, how
she loved her family, espe-

cially grandkids and great

- grandkids.

After suffering a debilitat-
ing stroke 10 years ago,
Jean s truest gt and charac-

. ter shone through as she sur-
~ passed the odds for survival
-~ and flourished in the midst of

her greatest tnals. With an

~indommntable spinit for living,
- Jean was always progressing
. forward. Her unbndled opti-
- mism Kkept her from giving
~up at absolutely anything she

wanted to achieve. She was

an nspiration and model of

pressing on for her family
and fnends. and her constant
goal was to have fun doing it!

Jean was predeceased by

' her parents. her husband Jim,
" their infamt son Charles Lam-

bert. brother and sister-in-law
Jake and Jean Bowers. sister

and brother-in-law Gretchen

. and Tad Tucker, brother-in-

law Jack Deffenbaugh.

She 1s survived by son
Deffenbaugh and
wife Pam of Abilene; son
Steve Deffenbaugh and wife
Tish of Midland: brother Bob
Bowers and wife Gloria of
Lincoln. NE: sister-in-law
Arlene Deffenbaugh of Lin-

| TX. was ushered into eternity |

honorary pallbearers include,
the PEO Sisterhood of Mid-

land; the Keystone Class of
St. Luke’'s UMC; the Stitch-
ing Post girls

Memonals may be sent to
Midland Cerebral Palsy Cen-
ter; Midland County Public
Library: P.E.O. Sisterhood
Chap GD of Midland, (c/o
Jan Genter, 3507
Meadowndge Ln, Midland,
79707)., St. Luke's UMC
(3011 Kansas St., Midland.
79701)

A very special thanks goes
to the caregivers who played
such a vital role in Jean's life,
including Tome Rodnguez,
Janie Caldwell. Veronica Lo-
pez, Mana Simpson, Chayo
Valenzuela, Lacie Goodrum,
Stlhouette. Martha Ramurez.

Stephanie. and  Veronica
Bordayo.
Arrangements are under

the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory. Online condolen-
ces can be made at
www.npwelch.com

-Pickle & Welch
Funeral Home
& Crematory

(432) S50-5800

Frances Lillian Mills
Shuffield, of Midland, passed
away on Fnday. October 3.
2014 surrounded by her fami-
ly. The family will receive
friends on Monday, October
6, 2014 from 6:00 PM -8:00
PM at Nalley-Pickle &

| Welch Funeral Home in Mid-

land. Funeral services will be
held on Tuesday, October 7.
2014 at 10:00 AM at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church in
Midland with Pastor Danny
Anderson officiating.

Frances was born on No-
vember 12, 1926 at home on
a farm in Pflugerville, TX to
August and Helen Mills, the
fourth child in the family, af-
ter her brother Conway, sister
Mildred. and brother August,
Jr. She attended Gregg Ele-
mentary School (where she
graduated 3rd highest in the
country from among all the
Tth grade schools), and Man-
or and Pflugerville High
Schools. completing her edu-
cation in |lth grade at the
age of 16.

After she finished school.
Frances mamed Mark Pel-
ham. and in 1951 they had
their first child, Diana Marie.
followed by Marcus Lee four
years later, in 1955. While
she was married to Mark, she
had already begun to work--
first in the transportation de-
partment at Ft. Clark where
Mark was stationed, and next
at the Travis County Draft
Board when the couple
moved to Austin after Mark's
discharge, where she eventu-
ally became head of the pay-
roll section. After leaving
work to have her children,
she returned to work at the
Travis County Tax Assessor-
Collector’s office. where she
remained for 10 years, be-
coming assistant to the chief
assessor.

In 1964, she and Mark di-

years. Some of them are Associated Press
younger and go back only
600 years ago.” LLOS ANGELES — Paul
The well shows allthe | Revere, the organist and
signs of being dug by hand | leader of the Raiders rock
wtglmsl_ol:”u::s&w“| band, has died. He was 76.
s - Hant, for
marks of a water well,” Pl:logﬂb nlm
Frederick ;ﬂd N ers, said he died Sﬂﬁy at

sor. In 1980,
for the office of Mid-
County Tax Assessor-a
position she held '
until she retired in 1992. In
1981, Governor Bill
Clements appointed her to
serve on the new Texas
| Board of Tax Professional
Examiners, where she helped
establish the standards and
certification requirements for
persons entering the taxing
junisdictions.

Although she had a long,
distinguished career. Frances
was always an adventurous
spirit who loved to travel and
lo be surrounded by the beau-
ty of Nature. She and Joe
butlt a cabin in Cloudcroft,
New Mexico. which became
a retreat for the entire famuly.
and the location for many
family adventures. She also
loved camping. and together
she and Joe and her children
made trips all over the United
States; some of her personal
favonites included the Grand
Canyon. Glacier National
Park., Niagara Falls, and
Banff and Lake Louise In
Canada. Her life was cen-
tered on her family. whom
she loved very. very much.
She and Joe shared their life
and were very close to each
other all their years together.

She 1s survived by her hus-
band. Joe Shuffield of Mid-
land: daughter, Diana and
Rick Huntington of Cleburne.
TX: son. Marcus and Debra
Pelham of Midland: and son.

Gomez of Austin, TX. Her
grandchildren., Russell and
Chnisti - Huntington, Joshua
Pelham. and Jacob Pelham.
and great-grandchildren Ma-
deline. Alamma. and Tyler
Huntington

She is preceded in death by
her parents August and Helen
Mills. her brothers Conway
Roland Mills and August
Mills. Jr.. and her sister Mil-
dred Norma Mills.

Pallbearers will be Joshua
Pelham. Jacob Pelham. Rus-
sell Huntington. Eddie
Duvall. Honorable Dan Mills
and Jack Mills. Honorary
pallbearers will be Ted
Schmidt, John Reese. Bob
He)l. and Wilburn Long.

The family would like don-
ations to be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis,
TN, 38105 or to the Salvation

Army al
www.websa@salvationarmy.
org.

Arrangements arc under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences can be
made at www.npwelch.com.

alley-Pickle & Weilch
Funeral Home

& Cremator
(432) ‘.ﬂ-d

Michael Bangs Kelly of
Midland, Texas passed away
on October 2nd, 2014. Mike
was born on Apnl 12, 1937
in San Mateo, CA to Harold
Francis and Beatrice Kelly.
They moved to Midland in
1945 and Mike was a Mid-
land resident the rest of his
life.

He graduated in 1955 from
Midland High School, and at-

Joseph Shuffield and Jason |

| 8, 2014 at

Travis.
Anne

ful grandchildren:
Emilee, and Kelly
Hernandez; Whitney. Ade-
laide, Briggs. and Oliver Kel-
ly.

There will be a rosary at
Monday at 7pm in the St

Ann’s Catholic chapel. and a
service Tuesday. October 7.
2014 at 10:00am at St Ann s
Church. In heu of flowers.
donations may be made o
MARC., 2701 North A Street
Midland, TX 79705 or a
charity of your choice.

kllis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations

801 \sdrews v

[ignuty (432) 6R3-3353

Death Notices
Brookie Lee Green

Brookie Lee Green, 76, of
Midland. died on Friday. Oc-
tober 3, 2014, in Midland.

Visitaion will be held on
Tuesday might at Elhs Funer-
al Home from 6:00pm 1o
X:00pm.

Funeral Services will be
held on Wednesday. October
8. 2014 at 12 Noon at First
Baptist Church in Midland.

Maria Lopez

Mana Lopez. 61. of Mexi-
co passed away peacefully
surrounded by her family
Saturday  September 27,
2014,

Services are under the di-
rection of Heavenly Gate Fu-
neral Home. Family messag-
es and condolences may be

emailed to:
heavenlygate @ suddenlinkma
il.com.

Rosa Puente, 71, went

home to be with her lord
Thursday, October 2, 2014.
She was born r 6,
1943 in Irapuato Guanajuato.

Rosa is survived by her
husband, Perfecto Puente:
daughters, Maria, Blanca.
and Sonia Puegnte; sons, Per-
fecto Jr. and Francisco
Puente: brother. Reymundo
Vargas and sisters, Marna
Juese Parida and Mana
Partida.

Funeral Mass will be held
Monday, October 6, 2014 at
2:00 PM at St Stephens Cath-
olic Church. Interment will
follow at Serenity Memorial
Gardens under the direction
of Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin
Funeral Home. Family mes-
sages and condolences may

be emailed lo:
Epkin@‘ nis-online.nel.

Stephen Ray
Moore

Stephen Ray Moore, 64, of
Midland passed away sur-
rounded by his loved ones on
Thursday. October 02. 2014
Graveside services will be
held on Wednesday. October
10:00am a
Fairview Cemetery.

Stephen was born on Janu-
ary 7. 1950 in O'Donnell,
Texas to Edward and Hazel
Moore.

Survivors include his wife
of 42 years. Shirley Moore;
daughter, Teresa Emerson:
son, Stephen Moore, Jr.; sis-
ter, Terry Kimble; brother.
Eddie Moore: and grandchil-
dren, Rylan, Caden. and
Macey.

Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Weich Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences may be

tended the University of | made at www.npwelch.com

his home in Garden Valley,
Idaho, from cancer. Revere
was bomn in Harvard, Ne-
braska, Hart said.
Revere, born Paul Revere
Dick, became known as “the
madman of rock and roll”
for his theatrical colonial
wardrobe gnd infectious

i

onstage persona with the
band.

The group became popu-
lar in 1963 with its rendition
of Richard Bemry's “Louie,
Louie” before g its
Hungry” t0d “Goo
?u"'n-uwun

Paul Revere oFR_ai(i_ers ro;k band dies at 76

smash came in 1971 with
Paul Revere and the
Raiders served as the house
show “Where tion Is”
and made an as
themselves in the E
TV series. :
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By Connie Cass

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Ebola has arrived in the
United States and people

are frightened.

The nation’s top infec-

tious diseases expert said

it’s perfectly normal to feel
anxious about a discase
that kills so fast and is rav-

aging parts of West Africa.

“People who are scared,
| say, we don’t take lightly
your fear. We respect it.
We understand it,” Dr. An-
thony Fauci of the National
Institutes of Health said
Sunday.

But West Afnca, be-
cause of the weaknesses In
its health system, is not the
United States, Fauci said.
predicting “we won’t have
an outbreak.” Scientists
know how to stop the virus
from spreading.

That's not to say the
first Ebola case diagnosed
within the United States —
a traveler from Liberia who
began feeling the effects
after ammiving in Dallas —
will be the only one.

The government took
measures this past week to
ensure hospitals are ready.

Despite some initial mis-
steps in Dallas, tried-and-
true methods are under-
way: tracking everyone
who came 1nto contact
with the infected man
and isolating anyone who
shows symptoms.

What to know about
Ebola in America:

There's going
to be a lot of talk

Expect to hear news
reports 1n the coming
days about people who
are being cared for as
potential Ebola cases. That
doesn’t mean they have the
disease.

Doctors and hospitals
are imluling. individuals

they believe could be at
risk. That's based on a
combination of their symp-
toms and recent travel from
a country where Ebola is
present.

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion has consulted with
hospitals about more than
100 potentially suspicious
cases in recent months.
More than a dozen were
worrisome enough to merit
Ebola blood tests. Only the
Dallas patient had Ebola.

How It spreads

Ebola doesn’t spread
easily like the flu, a cold or
measles.

The virus isn’t airborne.
Instead, it’s in a sick per-
son’s bodily fluids, such as
blood, vomit, urine, semen
or saliva. Another person
can catch the disease by
getting those germs into
his own body, perhaps by
wiping his eyes or through
a cut in the skin.

Bodily fluids aren’t con-
tagious until the infected
person begins to feel sick.
The initial symptoms are
easily confused with other
ilinesses, however: fever,
headaches, flu-like body
aches and abdominal pain.
Vomiting, diarrhea and
sometimes bleeding follew
as the disease progresses,
increasing the risk to
others.

In West Afnca, the
disease has spread quickly
to family members who
tended the sick or handled
their bodies after death,
and infected doctors and
nurses working under pun-
ishing conditions, without
proper equipment. Bed
sheets or clothing contami-
nated by bodily fluids also
spread the disease.

Can you catch
it on a bus or plane?

It's very unlikcly

To be on the safe side,
the CDC defined “contact”
with the disease as spend-
ing a period
of time within 3 feet of
someone ill with Ebola, a
distance designed to pro-
tect health workers from

jectile vomiting.

But health officials
haven't seen real world
cases of the virus spread
by casual contact in public,
such as sitting next to
someone on a bus, said
Dr. Tom Frieden, the CDC
director.

“All of our experience
with Ebola in Aﬁc& the
last four decades indicates
direct contact is how it
spreads,” he said, “and
only direct contact with
someone who is ill with
Ebola.”

Passengers who flew on
the same plane as the Dal-
las patient, five days before
he developed symptoms,
are not considered at risk
by the CDC. Nor are the
schoolmates of children
who came in contact with
the infected Dallas man,
but showed no symptoms
of illness while in class.

As a precaution In case
they become sick and
therefore contagious, the
children who were in con-
tact with the infected man
were pulled from school
and are being monitored
for symptoms.

Initially, about 100
people were assessed for
potential exposure. Health
officials said Friday that 50
were still being monitored,
with 10 considered at the
most risk during the dis-
ease’s 21-day incubation
period.

Four family members
who shared their apartment
with the patient are under
quarantine.

Outside those circles.
the odds of getting infected
within the U.S. remain
minuscule, health authon-
ties said.

e e —

Ebola case glves Rick Perry

real-time leadership test

By Will Weissert

Associated Press

AUSTIN — The first
diagnosed case of Ebola
in the United States, and
the revelation that dozens
of others in Texas are
now being monitored, 1s a
potential health crisis that
gives Republican Gov.
Rick Perry another real-
time leadership test and a
chance to look presidential
— or ineffective — on a
national stage.

The once and possi-
bly future White House
candidate has seized on
similar opportunities
before. He deployed 1,000
National Guard troops to
the Texas-Mexico border
this summer after assail-
ing what he called the
Obama administration’s
inaction amid a surge of
unaccompanied immigrant
children pouring into U.S.
territory. Perry also helped
lead emergency response
efforts during a senes of
hurricanes that have hit
Texas since he took office
in December 2000, and he
threw open Texas™ doors to
refugees in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina.

“There have been many
times in his 14 years, given
floods, wildfires, hur-
ricanes and now with this
health crisis, where he's
had a chance to learn what
works,” said Robert Eck-
els, a former Harris County
judge who worked with
Perry to bring hundreds
of thousands of Katrina
evacuees to Texas in 2005.
“No matter where he goes
next, he will take that with
him.”

Perry has been trying to

rehabilitate his political

rcptmm since his 2011
“oops moment” during

a nationally televised presi-

dential debate. Weartng

l:o. been

-----

But the same event later
got dicey, when Dallas
hospital officials standing
alongside Perry acknowl-
edged that they had ni-
tially sent patient Thomas
Eric Duncan home with
antibiotics, even though
he reported that he had
recently been in Libena.

It underscored how
precarious this potential
opportunity is for Perry.
Just as the Ebola case
could boost him nationally
if things go right, it could
make him look weak if
the virus spreads. Indeed.
Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul.
a potential 2016 rival of
Perry’s, and other Repub-
licans have already begun
criticizing the federal
government for downplay-
ing the Ebo.a threat —
and Perry has potentially
opened himself to similar
attacks.

In an appearance on Fox
News, Perry said. “This
isn’t an outbreak, it's one
case,” and he praised the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol for being a “very will-
ing participant and partner
in this.”

-~ “Right now Perry’s
saying and doing the right
things,” said Republican
strategist Ford O'Connell.
“If he is ultimately able
to shepherd and neutral-
ize this situation, it will
certainly benefit his 2016
aspirations.”

Perry spokeswoman
Lucy Nashed said media

s aside, the
governor and his staff are
working closely with fed-
eral, state and local health
officials. Organizers said

he postponed a scheduled
political a nce Mon-
day morning in Bedford,
New Hampshire, because
of “urgent state business’
amid the Ebola case back
home.

Perry’s critics said his
actions are more about ego
than leadership.

“Our hope 1s he starts
to do what is right. which
1s step aside and listen to
local leaders,” Will Hailer,
executive director of the
Texas Democratic Party,
said of the Ebola case. "l
don’t know if a bunch of
photo-ops and jumping In
the middle of it is going to
help.”

During recent tnips to
lowa and New Hampshire.
where presidential pri-
mary season begins, Perry
bragged about dispatching
the National Guard to the
border in August. That
move has been cheered
in national conservative
circles, though some South
Texas sheriffs and business
leaders have worried about
border “militarization.”

After Hurricane Katrina
devastated New Orleans,
Perry made national
headlines by striking a
more-welcoming tone,
helping to bring refugees
to Houston's Astrodome.
State officials eventually
found permanent housing
for thousands who stayed
in Texas, though internal
emails later revealed that
Perry’s staff sought to
limit how many evacuees
streamed into the state
while still attempting to

protect the governor's
image.
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What health
officials are doing

The CDC is oversee-
ing muitiple layers of

8 The Ebola-hit Afri-
can nations are checking
people at airports for fever,
and asking them about any
contact with an infected
person, before allowing
them to board planes out of
the country.

@ Airlines are required
by law to watch for sick
travelers and to alert au-
thorities before landing.

8 The CDC is warning
doctors and hospitals to re-
member the possibility of
Ebola and rapidly isolate
and test sick patients with
a risk of exposure to the
virus, primarily those who
have traveled recently from
the hot spots.

“We all want to get to
zero risk to the U.S. We
can only do that by making
sure that we get it under
control in Africa. And
we're beginning to see the
response ramping up there.
But it's going to be a long,
hard fight,” Frieden said
Sunday.

The U.S. and other
countries have stepped up
aid to West African nations
struggling with the disease.
But the outbreak is out of
control.

“We have never seen an
Ebola epidemic before in
the world,” Frieden said.

Can local hospitais
handle this?

Before the Dallas case,
four Americans diagnosed
with Ebola in Africa re-
turned to the U.S. enclosed
in portable biohazard units,
attended by health care
workers protected by what
looked like puffy space
suits. The patients were
treated in special 1solation
units.

The U.S. has unI} four

Assocrated Press

DALLAS -—— A homeless
man being sought because
of possible contact with the
lone U.S. Ebola patient was
found Sunday in Texas after
several hours of searching.

. authonties said.

The person is not con-
sidered to be one of the 10
people who definitely had
contact with Thomas Enc
Duncan, who is in cnitical
condition at a Dallas hospi-
tal. However, he is part of
a larger group of 38 people
who may have been around
Duncan when he was
showing symptoms of the

- disease, officials said.

He was found a few hours
after officials on Sunday
moming announced he was

Ebola in US: People scared but outbreak unlikely

of those isolation units;
when people feel sick, they
g0 to their nearest health
care.
The CDC said any
American hospital should
be able to care for an Ebola

Emergency room staff,
potentially the first line,

are used to safeguarding
themselves from germs.
They routinely treat
patients with HIV, hepa-
titis and other infectious
diseases.

The CDC said it’s fine to
put a suspected Ebola case
into a regular private room
with its own bathroom, and
doctors and nurses need
only wear certain gowns,
masks and eye protection
to be safe, not the elaborate
biohazard suits.

Yet the system isn 't
perfect, as the Dallas case
shows.

When the patient,
Thomas Enc Duncan, hrst
arrived at a Dallas hos-
pital, he told a nurse that
he had recently traveled
from West Africa, yet the
possibility of Ebola was
overlooked and he was dis-
charged into the commu-
nity. He returned in worse
shape, by ambulance, two
days later and was diag-
nosed with the virus. He is
i critical condition.

This Ebola outbreak
is different, isn”t R?

Yes. It's the worst
Ebola outbreak in history,
and still out of control in
Liberia. Guinea and Sierra
Leone.

Previous outbreaks in
other parts of Afnica have
been halted more quickly.

Lack of expenence with
the disease in West Afnica
contributed to 1ts spread
this time. Other factors:

a shortage of medical
personnel and supplies,
widespread poverty, and
pulilit‘ill instability 1n at-

missing. Dallas city spokes-
woman Sana Syed said.

Duncan was listed in
critical condition Sunday at
a Dallas hospital.

Dallas County Judge
Clay Jenkins called the
man, whom he didn’t iden-
tify, a “low-nsk individual
Authorities had monitored
him a day earlier but want
to take his temperature
regularly to make sure
he doesn’t have a fever, a
possible symptom of Ebola
infection.

Jenkins said the man
would receive a mental
health evaluation at Dallas’
Parkland Hospital. The man
will eventually be placed
in housing that give allow
health workers direct access
to him daily. Syed sad 1t
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fected countries.

Also, the discase is
crossing national borders
and s ing in urban ar-
. Past outbreaks tended
to be in relatively isolated
Spots.

It's hard for Americans
to grasp how much more
casily discases can spread
in some of the poorest
places on earth versus in
the U.S., said Ebola expenrt
Thomas Geisbert of the
University of Texas Medi-
cal Branch at Galveston.

In countries where inad-
equate health systems have
been overwhelmed by the
virus, people are dying 1n
their homes, outside clinics
that are too overfilled to
take them, and sometimes
in the streets. Health work-
ers have been attacked by
panicked residents.

Yet the measures that
have stopped past out-
breaks still work, with
sufficient knowledge and
resources.

Senegal appears to have
stopped the disease at one
case this year. Nigeria had
eight deaths but brought 1ts
outbreak under control by
tracking 894 people who
had been in contact with a
man who brought the virus
from Libena, and visit-
ing 18,500 more people to
check for symptoms, the
CDC said.

U.S. officials are conh-
dent they can stay on top
of any more cases that
arrive.

This 1s the hirst case
of Ebola recorded in the
United States. But some of
its relatives have been here
— a case of Marburg virus,
considered just as deadly.
and four cases of Lassa
fever in the past decade.

“There i1s some histony
of people coming back
with these exotic, highly
lethal diseases where
it's been relatively well
controlled.” Geisbert said.
”Hnrx'l'ully that continues.”

Officials locate possnble patlent contact

was unlikely that the man
would be placed in a home-
less shelter.

The group of 10 people 15
composed of seven health
care workers and three fam-
ily members or community
contacts, said Dr. Tom Fne-
den. director of the federal
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

About 800 calls and
emails are coming in daily
to the CDC on Ebola, up
from about 50 to 100 before
Duncan was diagnosed
Tuesday. Frieden said.
Frieden said he 1s scheduled
to brief President Barack
Obama today.

Duncan has been hos-
pitalized at Texas Health
Presbyterian Hospital for

one week.

|

» Removes bad taste and odors
* Clean. filtered water emerges from every water
source in your home.

* Helps prevent scaling without the use of salt or
'SyﬂunTenduld Certified by Underwriters

N“&mhng water. No more

ﬂnﬁlumy times over.
Chiorine & Chioramines!

=
hy L
_ i

s nw--uvwﬂ..r- g

Healthy Water Systems

“ H-t A -y
P 1 S e S g

“As Seen On Dr. 07"
2-699-2312

“."




PAGE 4A

TODAY IN
MIDLAND

I.-z.dh

forum
League of Women Voters of Midiand

s hosting a forum, Public School Fund-

ng. Testing and Accountabiiity. 7 p.m

loday at Midland College's Schabauer |

Carrasco Room Speakers will be
Davd Garca, Midland ISD's chwe!
financal officer, and Tedra Hobertson
with the Equity Center in Austin

The event will be facinated
Dy SChoo! board member Karen
Nichotson

Meeting today

Planning and Zoning
Commission

30 pm

Cay Councd Chambers. City Hall

300 N Loraine Ave

Support groups, club
meetings today

@ Midiand Pariunson Support
Group. 6 30 pm  HealthSouth Reha-
bitabon Hospdal, 699-6640

@ for miscamage gnef recovery. call
570-5835

@ for post-aborhon heakng. call
570-5935

@ Tall Cty VFW Post 7208 1303 £
Tavior Ave bingo games 7 pm

Pink hair

Beginning today through the end
of October. the Midland College (Cos-
metology program will offer pink hair
axtensions 10 commemorate Breas!
ancer Awareness Mont!

Each extension costs 85 wheh
nCludes a donahion 1o the Susar
(> Komen tungd 1or breast cance!
qucahon research. advocacy health
programs

JICES anag SoCial subport
. 1-,--11.

0 make an apposntment call the
ymetology Department at 685-6721

Jobless rankings from
August
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Fd Family
FNess

The Mdlang Polce | epariment will
teach about bike satety and hrehghters
will talk about emergency response
ind show off a Midiang Fire Depart
ment truck There will be a station that
wil make 10 badges for kds food a
face panter and the Hike Blende:

{ complete the

irse will recenve 3 freg hike helme!

ne hirs! 150 oas

For more imormation call 620-8687
What’s on the radio
News talk

KCRS (AM 550

6-9am The Morning Drive with
Hober! Hallmark and Kurt Verie:

3-11 am Lynn Woolley

11 am -2 pm Rush Limbaugh

Z2-5 pm Dave Ramsey

56 pm Local news reports

5-9pm Roger Hedgecock

3-midnight Hugh Hewitt

Migmight-6 a m Coast 1o Coast with
Leorge Noory

web hitp ‘www newstalkkcrs com

KWEL AM 1070 FM 107 1)

6-10 a m Morning Show with Craig
Angerson

10 a m -noon Herman Cain

Noon-2 o m Glenn Beck

2-5pm Sean Hannty

Web hiip 'www kwel com

Other options

Contemporary Christan KFRI (FM
B8 7) KLVW (FM 90 5)

NPR KOCV (FM 91 3)

How to submit

@ Births Have informaton and a
picture about a newborn son  daughter
granason Or granddaughter you want in
the paper” Call Managing Editor Mary
Dearen at 687-8852

@ Engagement, wedding annver-
sary or quinceanera arnouncements
email write-up and photo 1o wed-
dngs @ mrt. com For more information
call 682-6222

@ Business and od industry néws
contact Od Editor Mella McEwen at
687-8860 or mmcewen @mr.com

@ lems of local inferest: contact
Editor Stewart Doreén at 687-8856 or
sdoreen @ mrt com

@ Letters o the editor: email 10 let-
ters @mri.com of mail 10 201 E linoss
Ave.. 79701 For more information call
687-8852

Today in history

On Oct. 6, 1939, in a speech 10 the
Rexchstag. German Chancelior Adolt
Hitler spoke of s plans 10 reorder
the ethnic layout of Europe — a plan
that would entail seftling the “Jewish
problem”

Expo

From IA

— ——— —————— . & - — -
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ALWAYS AN OPTIMIST

Despite a slow noon start
on Sunday, Valleau had
been in good spirits about
the turnout and expects to
bring the expo back.

“The word of mouth has
been great and 1'd love to
be back next year,” he said.

He said Saturday saw
about 400 people at max,
which, for a first time niche

event, 1S impressive.

Artists at vanous booths
expressed satisfaction with
both the interest and the

- business. The Ruthless Tat-

too team from Las Vegas

~ said they had stayed bus)

throughout the expo.
SAMPLER ART

The notebook samplers
ol art were as impressive
as the actual tattoos. Thenr
contents would showcase
the artists style from amime
to realistic to way-100-
realistic images of celebn-
hes and histoncal hgures.

TomLINSON

From IA

45 percent operate only
within the state. according
to the Texas Transportation
\ssocration. so trucking s
a big part of the Houston
ceonomy. Yet funding tor
roads 1 one of the toughest
Challenges tacing the state

levas needs $6.1 bithon
to simply keep roads sale
and S99 bithon to main-
Lain roads at a 2010 level.
according to the institute,
but the Texas Department
ol II.IIIHPHILIIIHII nnl} has
N2 N bilhon avarllable

[he biggest problem s
the tuel tax. which has re
mamed at 20 cents a gallon
since 1991 More tuel-eth
cient vehicles mean fewen
callons consumed and less
revenue per vehicle. The
JVUOTAU] vehicle owner Pass
N less ayear in tuel taxes
than in 1991, and inflation
means 20 cents buys less
than halt ot what 1t once
dhid

Money diverted

Factor in how law makers
o Austn have kept taxes
low by diverting $700 mul
hon a vear from the State
Highway Fund to pay for
state law enforcement, and
vou have a cnsis in road
tunding

\ crisis m road tunding
means a cnsis tor Houston
DUSTNESACS

CINO DCW Taxes 18 just
ann II'IL‘H[H‘IIHIhIL‘ when
vou e talking about infra-
structure. Our generation
was handed world-class
Intrastructure. we were
handed the interstate
highway system., and
we re gomg to hand worse
intrastructure to the nexd
gencration. Frielhow sand
as | watched a trathe jam
outside a Houston coffec

I'm not quite sure though
who would be requesting
an Abe Lincoln tatt.

Buzz

The expo was an on-
slaught on the ears. After a
while, the buzzing needles
started to grind on the ears
and even distort where
sound was coming from. In
addition, the hard rock over
the speakers on Sunday
was hardly an added bonus.
For next time, I'd recom-
mend ear plugs to dampen
the number of sounds.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY

Surprisingly, there were
many families on Sunday.
Tattoo art doesn’t ever
seem (o be on par with say
Disney or Marvel art, but
several parents with chil-
dren made it into an outing.
Perhaps the rad stickers at
every booth distracted from
some of the more shocking
artwork, and people sans
clothing getting their new
Lattoos.

shop. “The tuel tax 1s the
most fair and equitable
way based on use, and ob-
viously our industry being
such a big user would bear
a large part of 1"

Proposal yanked

Fielkow's comments re-
minded me of sitting on the
floor of the Texas House ot
Representatives last year
as state Rep. Drew Darby.
R-San Angelo. proposed
raising the vehicle registra-
hon tax and took a moment
to lament the stagnant fuel
tax. He warned his fellow
conservatives that they
were not properly fund-
ing roads, but they wanted
nothing to do with raising
taxes or fees of any kind
Darby pulled his proposal
to keep his colleagues from
casting an embarrassing
vole.

The call of
the toll road

Mike Herhgenstemn is
also a veteran of Austin
pohitics, serving both as
president of the Interna-
tonal Bnidge. Tunnel and
Turnpike Association and
as the executive director of
the Central Texas Regional
Mobility Authonty.

He said rather than pay
in advance through the fuel
tax. Texas voters and poli-
Licians are more comfort-
able with the pay-as-you-
go method of toll roads.

“I haven’'t had a public
ofhcial tell me in the last
five years that they didn't
want me to build a toll
road. he told me dunng
the group s annual meeting
in Austin. “We can build a
tolled road in five years, or
we can build a non-tolled
road 1n 25 years. That's an
ecasy choice.”

An artist works on a tattoo Saturday at the Yellow Rose Tattoo
Expo in Midland Center.

Axle-counting errors

An easy choice for a
politician, but not for a
trucker. Fielkow said his
drivers avoid toll roads
because the high fees for
trucks make 1t uneconomi-
cal and the machines that
count axles to determine
the charge produce errors.

“The toll system 1n
Houston 1s really expen-
sive right now. and there
1s a huge inaccuracy in
calculating tolls for trucks
by the axle.” he said. “You
get these crazy-high bills”

A third solution 1s
government debt, but we re
close to maxing out our
credit card. The state owes
$15.2 bilhon, which costs
us $1.3 bilhion a year to
pay off. The total highway
funding appropnated by
the Legislature tor 2014
was $2.8 billion.

LLawmakers found a way
around raising taxes or
tolling every highway by
urging voters o approve
Proposition | this Novem-
ber. The measure will di-
vert S1.7 bithon of onl and
gas income a year from the
state s ramny d..n fund and
spend it on non-toll roads.
That 1s a tar cry from the
$4 bilhon a year needed.
but 1t 1l help

Solving the problem

The real solution 1s an
all-of-th=-above strat-
egy. The fuel tax needs to
keep up with inflation to
maimntain roads. tolls roads
can address metropolitan
congestion, and bonds can
build new projects. The
question 1s whether we'll
do what's necessary to
remain a modern state.

After all. there's no such
thing as a free nde.

e —— == = e e

(Game of Thrones’ author Martin
to stump for Udall in New Mexico

Campaign representatives for the Demo-
cratic incumbent said most seats at the Santa

Assocrated Press

SANTA FE.NM.

Santa Fe

- George R.R. Martin
s going from the game of thrones to the
game of political campaigning.

The author behind the fantasy book series
that inspired HBO's “Game of Thrones™
will stump for U.S. Sen. Tom Udall at a
vouth voting rally Tuesday afternoon in

Fe Farmer’s Market Pavilion are being re-
served for high school and college students.

Martin will join Udall at a campaign

OWNS.

fundraising reception and dinner after at
the Jean Cocteau Cinema, which the author

Udal! faces Republican challenger Allen

Weh in the November election.

Balloon stolen at Albuquerque Balloon Fest

Assocrated Press

ALBUQUERQUE. N.M.
A Cahfornia woman
wasn t able to honor
her late husband at the
Albuquerque International
Balloon Fiesta after a thief

made off with the balloon

courthouse demolition,

which he opposed in
March 2013 when Energy

Tower was announced. He
said if the city can't find

From 1A
“It clearly would con-

| flict with the Eagle Ford

her daughter planned to
pilot.

Police said Lucinda
Wallace's hot air balloon
was taken sometime early
Saturday morning from
the Nativo Hotel. The
suspect also took a trailer
holding the balloon and a

any beneficial use for the
building, then there is no
alternative but to demol-
ish it.

“But historically, locally,
it's a huge loss,” McDan-
iel said. “But that part

Shale.” Glen said.
The Eagle Ford is
rapidly approaching the

Chevrolet Suburban with
a Califorma license plate
that reads “baluner.”

Wallace said daughter
Marilyn was going to fly
it in memory of her father.
Rick Wallace died more
than two months ago of
cancer.

of town, the city center,
should always be used to
benefit the community,
which is what the court-
house did, historically.”

| million barrels-per-day
mark for crude oil

production$

e

Tlp wage In Texas

Is frozen in time

By L.M. Sixel

Houston Chronicle

In 1991. George H W.
Bush was president, talk
show host Johnny Carson
announced his pending
retirement. and the Dow
Jones industnal average
closed at a record high of
3.168.

It was also the last tme

- upped workers got a raise

e — =

from the federal
government.
Even though the fed-

eral minimum wage has

increased several times
during the past 23 years

it's now $7.25 an hour

milhions of waiters, bar-

tenders. hairdressers and
other service workers are
still earning a base wage of
$2.13 an hour.

Under tederal wage law.
cmployers can pay work-
ers who customanly and

- regularly recerve more than
530 a month 1n ups a base

wage of $2.13 an hour
If the employee doesn’t
get enough tips to reach
$7.25 an hour over the pay
penod, the employer must
make up the difference.

In a nation 1n which

. many states have moved

A R e e e W S L

to raise their statewide
minimum wage for tipped
workers, Texas 1s becom-
ing somewhat of an outlier.
Twenty-four states plus
the District of Columbia
have already raised the tip
wage 1o above $2.13 an
hour. Several more states.
including Califorma.
Oregon and Washington,
prohibit companies from
paying their tipped em-

ployees a lower base wage.

In those states, employees
receive at least the full
mimmum wage and can
keep their tips.

In Texas and 19 other
states, employers can pay
their tipped workers a
minimum cash wage of
$2.13 an hour.

WHO THEY ARE

Waiters and bartend-
ersmake up the majonity
of the ti workforce,
according to the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute. The
nonprofit group, which
focuses on the low and
middle income workforce,
estimates that 4.3 milhon
employees nationwide are

| workers. About 2.5
million, or 58 percent of
the total, are waiters and
bartenders.

Most folks think of fine-
dining establishments that
generate decent tips when
they think of tipped work-
ers, said Heidi Shierholz,
chief economist for the
U.S. Department of Labor.
They don’t usually include
manicurists at nail salons,
car wash attendants, wait-
ers in small cafes or the
wheelchair pushers at the
nation’s ai who rely

airports
| on tips for the bulk of their

income.
Nor do most folks

| realize the lack of stability

said Shierholz. who said
the nation needs to raise
the tipped minimum wage.

Many of those workers
are trying to raise families
on highly unstable wages.
she said. noting that 34
percent of tipped workers
are parems.

PeNDING IN CONGRESS

A bill pending 1n
Congress would raise the
MINIMuUM Wage In a series
of steps to $10.10 an hour
and tie future increases 1o
the inflation rate. The bill.
introduced by Sen. Tom
Harkin. D-lowa, would re-
store the link between the
minimum wage and the up
wage and require employ-
ers o boost the tip wage to
70 percent of the federal
minimum wage.

Before 1996, the up
wage was one-half of the
minimum wage. But that
year legislators froze the
lip wage and severed the
link between the up wage
and the minimum wage.

It's essential to keep
it that way, some groups
said.

If the tip wage increases,
restaurants would have to
raise prices, lower the wag-
¢s of other workers or hind
ways to use fewer employ-
ees. said Richie Jackson,
CEO of the Texas Restau-
rant Association in Austn.
The group has about 6,000
members statewide from
full-service restaurants to
fast-food joints.

“There is only a finite
amount of profit in a res-
taurant.” Jackson said.

Restaurants are reluctant
lo raise prices, he said, be-
cause patrons have choices.
They don't have to go out
o eat; they can eat at home
or take food with them to
work.

It's also not easy to cut
the wage structure for the
employees who toil in the
“back of the house,” but
restaurants may have to do
that if they have to raise tip
wages, he said.

Or Texas restaurants will
have to follow the example
of their counterparts in the
states that do not permit
employers to pay a lower
tip wage, he said. In those
states, restaurants have cut
their workforces by install-
ing self-serve kiosks, using
pre-shredded lettuce or
having their secret tomato
sauce made off-site.

Shierholz has heard the
arguments before and de-
nies there’s any “doomsday
scenario.”

She cited California,
where restaurants are
required to pay their serv-
ers the full minimum wage
of $9 per hour before tips,
and pmnted to National
Restaurant Association
data that show restaurants
there are prqected o cre-
ate 9.1
during the next du:lde.
That works out to 141,100
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@ Contraception: The next fight over the new

""d'

J. Applewhite/AP

w»numuammur
peais in New Orieans.

Associated Press

As the
Supreme
Court
begins its
new term
today, pro-
life advo-
cates hoid
a prayer
vigil on the
plaza of
the high
court in
Wash-
ington on
Saturday.
The group.
Bound 4
Life, has
come 1o
the court
for ten
years 1o
make a si-
lent appeal
against
abortion

Justices’ new term has expectations on gay unions

By Mark Sherman

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A
Supreme Court term that
1s starting with a lack of
headline-grabbing cases
may end with a block-
buster that helps define the
legacy of the court under
Chief Justice John Roberts.

While same-sex mar-
riage 1s not yet on thewr
agenda, the justices appear
likely to take on the 1ssue
and decide once and for all
whether gay and lesbian
couples have a constitu-
tional nght to marry.

When the justices
formally open their new
term today, Roberts will
be beginning his 1Oth year
at the head of the court,
and the fifth with the same
lineup of justices. He has
been part of a ive-justice
conservative majornity that
has rolled back campaign
finance limits, upheld
abortion restrictions and
generally been skeptical of
the consideration of race in
public life.

But his court has taken
a different path in cases
involving gay and leshian
Americans, despite his op-
position most of the time.

The court’s record on
gay rights is comparable to
its embrace of civil rights
for African-Americans in
the 1950s and 1960s under
Chief Justice Earl Warren,
said University of Chi-
cago law professor David
Strauss. “The court will
go down in history as one
that was on the frontiers of
establishing rights for gays
and lesbians,” Strauss said.

The justices passed up
their first opportunity last
week to add gay marmage
cases to their calendar. But

they will have several more
chances in the coming
weeks 1o accept appeals
from officials in Indiana,
Oklahoma, Utah, Virginia
and Wisconsin who are
rying to preserve their
state bans on same-sex
marmage.

Those prohibitions fell
one after the other follow-
ing the high court’s June
2013 decision that struck
down part of a federal
law that defined marnage
as between a man and a
woman.

On the court’s plate n
the new term are cases
involving:

B rceligious, employment
and housing discrimina-
Lion.

@ the drawing of po-
litical districts in Alabama
and Anzona

@ a dispute between
Congress and the president

over passports that 1s heavy

with Middle East [HlliliL‘%_

@ a faulty traffic stop
over a car’'s broken brake
light in North Carolina.

@ the use of a law to
prevent document shred-
ding against a hsherman
accused of throv.ing
undersized red grouper
overboard.

@ the prosecution of a
self-styled rapper whose
Facebook postings threat-
ened his estranged wife.
an FBI agent and area
schools.

Today’s argument
involves the North Caro-
lina traffic stop that led to
the discovery of cocaine
in Nicholas Heien's Ford
Escort. A police officer
pulled over the car when
he saw the right brake light
wasn’t working, although
the left one was. Typi-
cally, evidence found in a
car pulled over for a valid

reason can be used against
a defendant. But North
Carolina’s quirky trathc
laws mandate that only
one brake light on a car be
working.

The case tests whether
the officer’s mistaken
understanding of the law
makes the traffic stop un-
reasonable and the ensuing
search a violation of Hei-
en’'s constitutional nghts.
Among Heilen's arguments
1s that citizens can’t plead
ignorance of the law when
they are charged with a
crime, so there shouldn 1
be a double standard for
the police. A divided state
Supreme Court said the
mistake was reasonable
enough to justify the rou-
tine traffic stop.

On Tuesday, the justices
will take up the case of
Arkansas prison inmate
Gregory Holt, who said his
Muslim beliefs require him
to grow a half-inch beard.
Arkansas prison officials
permit no beards. with the
exception of inmates with
certain skin conditions.
who can have beards a
quarter-inch long.

Prison officials said their
rule 1s a matter of security
because beards can be used
to hide prohibited 1tems,
and 18 states are backing
the state’s argument. But
groups across the political
spectrum and the Obama
administration said Holt
has a right to grow a beard
under a federal law aimed
at protecting prisoners’
religious rights. More than
40 states already allow
beards, with little evidence
that inmates have tried to
hide prohibited items In
them.

Last term, the court
bitterly divided over the
religious rights of family-

owned corporations that
objected to paying for
women's contraceptives
under President Barack
Obama's health care law.
This case appears likely

to unite the court, said
University of Notre Dame
law professor Richard Gar-
nett. 1 think there's every
reason to expect agreement
among the justices that
Arkansas hasn’t even come
close to satisfying the
burden,” Garnett said.

The court’s calendar
this fall also includes
a foray into the online
world. Anthony Elonis of
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,
1s challenging his convic-
tion for using Facebook to
post threats of violence.
The 1ssue in Elonis case
1s whether he had to intend
to make the threats. The
government argues that the
proper measure is whether
a reasonable person would
feel threatened.

Elonis said his online
postings should be consid-
ered speech that 1s pro-
tected by the First Amend-
ment, and that he used the

BASIN CAR!
INTERNAL MEDICIN

24 Months,

0% interest

financing with approved credit

forum to vent his frustra-
L1ION over a series of events
that included the loss of his

job and the breakup of his

marriage.
Beyond individual
cases on the docket, court
observers across the politi-
cal spectrum are using the
milestone 10th year to of-
fer assessments of Roberts
and the court he leads.
The liberal Constitu-
tional Accountability
Center has embarked on
a yearlong study of the
chief justice, noting that
he said at his confirmation
hearings he would pursue

restraint and unanimity on
the bench.

Some conservatives are
dismayed by what they see
as Roberts” unwillingness
0 take big steps on key
1ssues, and they have yet to
forgive his vote to uphold
Obama’s health care law
in 2012.

With the court closely
divided on key 1ssues,

a change on the bench

can mean the difference
between victory and
defeat. That was indeed
the case with the replace-
ment of Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor with Justice
Samuel Alito, affecting
outcomes In cases on abor-
tion, race and campaign
finance.
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OPINION
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B Just like any other voting bloc,
Latinos should expect candidates
to court them

ispanics contemplating the upcom-
ing elections must be wonderning:
“What now””

President Obama has shown Hispanics
that he takes us for granted. The midterm
elections won’t feature a “Latino vote™
storyline in the most contested high-level
races. As far as 2016 1s concerned. 1t's a
crapshoot.

How best to proceed then?

Disengage from the political process”

Carry on with straight-ticket voting and
hope that any new officeholders will be
better than the current ones’”

Decide that — at least in the voting
booth -- maybe the devil you know 1s re-
ally no better than the devil you don’t?

These gquestions are imperative to far
more Hispanics than just those whose most
important clection issue 18 immigration.

For many. the biggest concern going
into next month’s vote 1s whether or not
pohticians ol either party will ever take
Hispanic voters senously.

According to some longtime political
activists and community leaders, 1t all
depends on how much pressure Hispanics
can put on Washington

During a hve Blog TalkRadio roundtable

e

trathe and trade

Third-World threat

Monday might. state Sen. Dan Patnck was in tull-on. talk -radio
mode. claiming duning a televised debate that terronist groups such
as ISIS threaten to inhltrate the Texas-Mexico border. It wasn 't
the first time that the Republican candidate for hieutenant goven
nor spoke 1in conspiracy theories about our neighbor to the south
Fhroughout his campaign. Patnich's policy on Mexico seems more

driven by tear than hduciary duty

Rio Grande

in July to promote trade

dent Ennque Pena Nieto.

Something 1s wrong when the West Coast does free markets bet-
ter than Texas. Both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border need to get a
better handle on immagration. and Mexico has a bigger role to play
in policing its own side. But it 1s easier to catch criminals when we
provide clear and legal pathways, in both crossing points and in our

laws.

The border 1sn’t some Middle East desert. It is a multi-billion-
dollar trade cormidor. Texas politicians need to start acting like it
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GUEST VIEW

Texas should avoid
barriers to Mexican
oil/gas opportunities

Houston Chronicle

I ast month. while hundreds ol thousands paraded across the
globe to advocate action on chimate change. Texas hosted a
distinctly less impressive protest: Five people marching at

the Veteran s International Bnidge. a Texas-Mexaco border crossing

in Brownsville. The much-hyped but underwhelming event was
orgimally part ot a plan to block more than a dozen border cross
ngs m a protest agamst illegal immugration

Like activists who advocate shutting down every fracturing well

i lexas. these anti-immigration prnl}:ulvra want to hold the Texas |

ceonomy hostage to an rrational demand for pohicy punty. Shut

ting down those border crossings would shut down bilhon-dollar
avenues of trade and commerce between Texas and Mexico. It
anything. those ports of entry need to be expanded to accommodate

Untortunately. those hive protesters aren’t alone in their efforts
lexas pohitics s saturated with talking heads who view our state's
No_ | trading partner (and world's 14th Jargest economy ) as some

Mexaco s an the middle ot a pohicy revolution. For the tirst

tme 1in more than 70 vears. it s allowing private investment in

s ol and gas industry. Instead of talking about butlding walls.
Texas™ leaders should be talking about building roads. rail. pipe-
hines and clectaical connections. The Eagle Ford shale formation
doesn’t end at the border. and opportunities for Texas companies
shouldn 't end there. either. Without the right infrastructure, how-
ever. Texas hardware and knowledge might as well be stuck at the

With Texas statewide pohities tocusing on sideshows and
scare tactics, we re losing business opportunity to, of all places.
Cahitorma. Democratuce Califormia Gov. Jerry Brown has been
negotiating trade deals with Mexico to spur investment and trade.
University of Califorma System President Janet Napolitano
has been working to strengthen Califorma’s ties with Mexican
higher education. A 90-member delegation of public officials and
private-sector executives trom Califorma traveled to Mexico City

Our local policy leaders work hard to strengthen ties between the
Houston energy economy and the Mexican oil patch. yet statewide
pohticians like Gov. Rick Perry undermine those efforts when they
put troops on the border and send angry letters to Mexican Presi-
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discussion — “The Latino Political House
Is Divided: Which Side Are You On -
Immigrant Families or the Democratic
Party”” — three Latino organizers dis-
cussed their separation from the presumed
alhance of grassroots and national immi-
grant nghts organizations. They stressed
that Hispanic voters must overcome the
degradation that has enveloped both the
advocacy organizations that depend on
Washington funding and the politicians
who rely on these orgamizations’™ support.
“Some of us that have been outspoken
from the beginning have pointed out that
there 1s a flaw in the fundamental strat-
egy of how the justice-for-immigrants
movement has proceeded over the last 10
years, said Gonzalo Santos, a sociology

~ professor at Califorma State University

at Bakersheld and an immigrant nghts
activist. | We've relied| on the leader-
ship. guidance and direction of agents n
Washington — political organizations.
lobbying orgamzations. political parties

Independent is a great way for Hispanics to be

— and nationally elected leaders to frame
the issues, set the timelines and actually
negotiate among themselves the content of
what we call immigration reform.

“We have forfeited to Washington the
directing role in this matter. ... If we go
back in history and inspect the last suc-
cessful movement, Washington has always
followed the lead of authentic social
movements [that] never forfeited their
autonomy, independence, their voice |or]
their list of demands. ... The movement's
role 1s never to be confused with Washing-
ton’s role.”

Santos and fellow activists, who have
united under the name the National Co-
ordinating Committee 2014 for Fair and
Humane Immigration Reform, are calling
tor radical actions to upend politicians’
business-as-usual approach to Hispanic
voters — not the least of which is the
wholesale realignment of Hispanic party
allegiance.

“We are calling on Latinos to call
themselves independent.” said Armando
Vazquez-Ramos. president of the Califor-
nma-Mexico Studies Center in Long Beach,
Cahforma. “It's clear that it’s going to be
very tough for Democrats. ... |1t will be
an| uphill battle just to maintain control
of the Senate, and they have only them-
selves to blame for that. They can’t blame
Hispanics if they lose.

“And they have to understand that

Buckets of ice water are no answer

‘ B Gimmicks aside. we need the medical
research to be well-funded

Tu.u seemingly unrelated items of medical
news: Ebola s devastating West Afrnica.
and may spread around the world. and the
entertaining ice bucket challenge has raised $115
milhon tor ALS research

The hinkage 1 that both diseases have needed
and stull need medical research. So do hundreds of
other diseases and conditions

The truth 1s that the amount of money the
U'mited States spends on medical research s talling
precipitously. It has been hit by budget worries
in Congress. sequestration. and the decline in
rescarch funding by corporations.

Leo Chalupa. vice president for research at The
George Washington Unmiversity. said on “White
House Chronicle™ last weekend that the National

Institutes of Health budget for research grants has said.

decreased by 20 percent since 2004, He said that
five out of six research apphications are now re-
jected by the NIH. the principal condunit for federal
funding of biomedical rescarch.

The George Washington Umiversity 1s a member
of the Science Coalition, a group of more than 60
of the nation s leading public and private research
umiversities. Since its establhishment in 1994 the
coalition has advocated for sustained federal in-
vestment in basic scientific research as a means to
stimulate the economy. spur innovation and drive
Amernica’s global competitiveness

The late David Fishlock, science editor of the
Financial Times, wrote and spoke elegantly about
the problem democracies have in sustaining sci-
entific funding: how they tend to be heavy on the
gas, and then heavy on the brakes.

The government funds research through its own
network of institutes and laboratories, and through
grants to universities and corporations. When it
comes 1o capturing the energy and flair of young
researchers, the universities are vital.

Jennifer Reed, associate professor in the Depart-
ment of Chemical and Biological Engineering at
University of Wisconsin-Madison, said on “White
House Chronicle™ that universities contract with
graduate students for five years, but the federal
grants for research, when they get them, can be for
less time. Reed said this is devastating to the re-
search and the lives of the young researchers. Her
funding comes from the Department of Energy
and 1s aimed at using renewable materials to make

LLLEWELLYN

without action there is no vote. ... [Nei-
ther the president nor the Democrats| can
assume that by birth we are Catholics and
Democrats.”

Nativo Lopez-Vigil, the president of the
Mexican American Political Association,
said Hispanic support needs to be earned
like that of other voting blocs.

“We should be wooed by both parties.
The Democratic Party feels like they have
us snuggled up, wrapped up, wadded up in
their pocket so they don’'t have to fight for
our vote,” said Lopez-Vigil, his voice ris-
ing. “Our people should be independent.
A growing portion of the electorate across
the country is identifying as independent,
and when 1t comes down to crunch time
| politicians | court independents.”

Tellingly. he also reminded the audi-
ence that it's not all about immigration.
Citing Hispanic losses during the Great
Recession, he said “housing reform, the
foreclosure crisis ... it’s not just immigra-
tion, but health care, jobs,” and education
challenges.

Independent is a great way to be — suf-
ficiently cynical to never buy any politi-
cian’s snake oil but still optimistic enough
to participate in the political process.

So, Hispanics, please come on in to
the Unaffiliated Voter tent — you’ll be
welcome here and less likely to be taken
for granted when push comes to shove In
November 2016.

KING:

Hearst Newspapers

alternatives to fossil-based plastics and energy
storage.

The problem 1s acute in medical research, most
of which has its genesis in grants made by the
NIH. Contrary to popular belief that medical fund-
ing 1s shouldered in the private sector, Chalupa
said pharmaceutical companies often have narrow
interests in particular drugs for particular condi-
tions. *“They-have shareholders to answer 10, he

But it 1s not just funding that bedevils research,
it 1s politics as well. Good projects are canceled
and bad ones are incubated. depending on their
appeal to particular constituencies. For example.
fusion research has been lavished with money
compared to other nuclear research needs. includ-
ing the increased use of nuclear medicine to save
lives and suffering.

Also, the government funds research through
many agencies and this often reflects local or
political pressure. Some researchers have found
that they have to shop for funding, from NIH to
the Pentagon to the National Science Foundation.
Others have turned to crowd-funding, including
the famed virus hunter Dr. W. lan Lipkin, who
directs the Center for Infection and Immunity at
Columbia University's Mailman Schocl of Public
Health. Lipkin is now in high demand because of
the Ebola crisis. But if there had been more work
on viruses since the discovery of Ebola in 1976,
there might now be a vaccine or other therapy to
deal with the

The United States is still the creative engine of
the world. But without steady ex
be firing on all cylinders. Chalupa and Reed warn
that China is increasing its fundi
rapidly, and is set to overtake the United States.

One patient (or more) launched the iced water
caper out of frustration with the ALS research
effort. It has been creative and successful, but it
will not keep
home of brave discoveries. Or to help the sick.
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Poll: Americans worry
whether government
can provide protection

By Jill Colvin and Jennifer Agiesta

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Americans lack confidence in
the government s abilily to protect their personal safety
and economic security, a sign that their widespread
unease about the state of the nation extends far beyond
po:itics. according to the latest Associated Press-GfK
poll.

With Election Day about a month away, more than
half those in the survey said Washington can do little
to effectively lessen threats such as climate change.
mass shootings, racial tensions, economic uncertainty
and an unstable ]ob market.

“I think what we've got going on here in America is
the perfect storm of not good things,” said Joe Teas-
dale, 59, who lives in southwest Wisconsin and works
as an assistant engineer at a casino.

For many of those questioned in the poll, conducted
before doctors in Texas diagnosed a Liberian man with
the Ebola virus, the concern starts with the economy.

The poll found that 9 in 10 of those most likely
to vote in the Nov. 4 election call the economy an
extremely or very important issue. Teasdale is among
those who said the slow recovery from the recession is
a top concern.

Despite improvements nationally, business is far
from booming in his state, Teasdale said. He's been
supplementing his stagnant salary by renovating and
renting out duplexes and has little faith the situation
will improve soon. He wants government to get out of
the way of business.

“If you're putting so much restriction on them where
itisn’t prauiml for them to expand or grow, why
should they”” Teasdale asked.

Those surveyed also pointed to events such as the
protests in Ferguson, Missouri, that followed the fatal |
police shooting an unarmed black 18-year-old and the
beheading of a woman in an Oklahoma food process-
ing plant, apparently at the hand of a suspended co-
worker.

“This is the first time ['ve felt insecure in my own |
country,” said Jan Thomas, 75. of Stevensville, Mon-
tana. "Especially after the beheading in Oklahoma.
That’s scary.”

The poll found that Democrats tend to express more
faith in the government’s ability to protect them than
do Republicans. Yet even among Democrats, just 27
percent are confident the government can keep them
safe from terrorist attacks. Fewer than | in 5 said so on
each of the other issues, including climate change.

“There’s too many people who still don’t believe that
it's happening.” bemoaned Felicia Duncan, 53. who
lives in Sharonville, Ohio, a suburb of Cincinnati. and
works as an office manager at a mechanical contracting
company.

Urbanites tend to be more confident the government
will keep them safe from terrorist threats than do peo-
ple living in suburbs and rural areas. Younger Ameri-
cans are more confident than older people that the
government can minimize the threat of mass shootings.
When it comes to quelling racial tensions, Hispanics
are more confident than are blacks and whites.

Thirteen years after the Sept. 11 attacks, and as |
the Obama administration conducts airstrikes against
Islamic State militants in Syria and Irag, only 1 in S in |
the poll say they are extremely or very confident the
government can keep them safe from another terrarist
attack. Four in 10 express moderate confidence.

While there has not been a large-scale terrorist attack
on U.S. soil since 9/11, roughly one-third of Amen-
cans say they are not too confident or not confident at
all in the government’s ability to prevent another.

Bill Denison, 85, who lives in Bradenton, Florida,
is among the minority who thinks the government is
doing a good job keeping citizens safe, at least when it
comes to preventing domestic attacks.

“Overall | think that the best job that we've done in
this country is with anti-terrorism,” he said. “We're
doing a magnificent job, and so far it’s been pretty suc-
cessful.”

Still, he expressed disbelief at the recent secunity
breaches involving Secret Service agents, including an
incident in which a man scaled the White House fence
and made his way deep into the executive mansion.

“The fact that a guy can run into the White House
is pretty disturbing,” he said. “But we're only human.
And humans are going to make mistakes.”

The AP-GfK Poll was conducted September 25-29
using KnowledgePanel, GfK's probability-based panel
designed to be rcpnwntatwe of the U.S. population. It

involved online interviews with 1,845 adults, and has a
margm of sampling error of plus or minus 2.5 percent-
age points for all respondents.

Respondents were selected randomly using tele-
phone or mail survey methods, and later interviewed.

|

People selected for KnowledgePanel who didn’t other-
wise have access to the lnm were given free access.
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photos shows, from lefl, former Treasury Secretary
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Henry Paulson, former Treasury Secretary Timothy

Geithner and former Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke. Thoﬂmtopbrmrgovmnmnt leaders who devised the 2008 finan-
cial ballouts are set 10 testify this week in a lawsuit over the government’s rescue of the insurance giant AIG.

On the witness list: Paulson, Geithner,

Bernanke in AIG bailout lawsuit

By Josh Boak

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It
could be an awkward

 reunion.

Three top former
government leaders who
devised the 2008 financial
bailouts — Henry Paulson,
Timothy Geithner and Ben
Bernanke — are set to
testify this week in a law-
suit over the government's
rescue of the insurance
giant AlG.

Six years ago, their
rescue plan revived AlG,
protected its far-flung
financial partners and
helped save the financial
system. Yet AlIG’s former
CEO. 89-year old Maurice
Greenberg, argues that the
government's bailout was
illegitimate and i1s demand-
ing roughly $40 billion in
damages for shareholders.

Thas despite the fact that
Greenberg orchestrated

- a 2010 deal in which he

| unloaded $278 million in
' AIG shares that his hold-
| 1ng company owned — a
. windfall that might have

been impossible without
the government’s interven-
tion.

The lawsuit alleges
that the bailout violated
the Constitution’s Fifth
Amendment by taking con-
trol of AIG without “just
compensation.” Greenberg
objects to the government 's
takeover of a company
approaching bankruptcy in
exchange for what would
eventually become $180
billion-plus 1n taxpayer-
backed loans.

Many legal experts deem
the lawsuit a longshot.
But the trial serves as a
reminder that few were
satisfied by the govern-
ment’s response to the cn-
sis — even those who, like
Greenberg, fared far better
than the millions who lost
homes and jobs.

For Greenberg, the case
represents a chance to

make the former Federal
Reserve chairman (Bernan-
ke) and two past Treasury
secretanes (Paulson and
Geithner) defend a land-
mark action made at the
most pertlous moment for
the U.S. hinancial system
since the Great Depression.

All three. of course, have
well-honed and oft-repeat-
ed arguments in defense of
the AIG bailout. Geithner
released his memoirs
this year, while Paulson
appeared in a Netflix
documentary film about his
experiences last year. The
tight-lipped Bernanke is
now writing his own book.

During the height of the
CrisiS, NO private company
was willing to provide
loans to AIG. The insurer
“faced severe hquidity
pressures that threatened
to force it imminently into
bankruptcy,” Bernanke told
the House Financial Ser-
vices Committee in 2009,

An AlG collapse “would
have posed unacceptable
risks for the global finan-
cilal system and for our
economy, Bernanke said
The viability of state and
local governments. banks
and 401(k) plans was at
rsk, he warned.

Greenberg’s lawyer,
David Boies, is famed for
fighting for gay marriage
and arguing before the
Supreme Court on behalf
of Al Gore in the 2000
presidential election. But
in congressional hearings
and news conferences. the
three witnesses he intends
to grill before the U.S.
Court of Federal Claims
have learned to measure
their words carefully.

The challenge 1s whether
Boies can use the mul-
titude of their past com-
ments about AlG to trap
them 1n an inconsistency,
said Hester Peirce, a senior
research fellow at George
Mason University and
former Senate Banking
Committee staffer.

“They are in a pretty dif-
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ficult position because they
might have to contradict
what they previously said.”
Peirce said.

For Americans who
yearn to see reckless
bankers held accountable
In court, it’s somewhat
surreal to have a lawsuit
based on the premise that
the government 's rescue
unfairly punished a com-
pany whose collapse would
have threatened the global
financial system.

How so? AIG was
overexposed to subprime
mortgages back in 2008
That's because of a hinan-
cial instrument known as
a credit default swap. It
obligated AIG to pay out if
the mortgages defaulted.

Its stock and credit rat-
ings had nosedived. The
company largely built by
Greenberg appeared to be
freefalling into bankruptcy.
possibly dragging down
several major investment
banks with it.

So the government pro-
vided an initial $85 billion
loan — ultimately $182
billion — in return for an

8() percent stake in AIG.

That BO percent stake
angered Greenberg. He
remained the company s
most vocal shareholder
after being ousted as CEO
and chairman in 2005
amid a New York state
investigation into suspi-
clous financial transactions
under his watch. Green-
berg contends that AIG
shareholders were singled
out for retribution, while
the government chose to
extend loans on far more
generous terms to banks
such as Citigroup.

The division within
AlG that undermined the
company s balance sheet
was established under
Greenberg s watch, noted
James Cox. a law professor
at Duke Umiversity.

“Greenberg probably did
create a culture at AIG that
nurtured the aggressive-
ness of the swaps business
and the excessive greed
that we associated with the
crisis.” Cox said. “1 don’t
see him<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>