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Search for savings spurs boom for digital tools

Oil companies look for ways to swap pencils and paper for sensors and tablets

By Rhiannon Meyers

Houston Chronicle

In the predawn hours, Gaye Hester
would make her way down the South
Texas gravel ranch roads, checking on oil
wells like a doctor making rounds in a
hospital.

It was a ime-consuming routine
Hester, who works for private oil com-
pany Weldér Exploration & Production.
climbed each narrow staircase to the
tank's lid, dipped a long stick into the
darkness, jotted down her notes by hand,
then spent the afternoon logging num-

bers into a spreadsheet. A well could
lose hours of precious production before
Hester discovered the problem and called
a technician to make repairs.

O1l and gas companies have been work-

ing for years on ways to swap pencil and
paper in the oil patch for sophisticated
sensors and 1Pads, but the digital oilfield
initiative fell by the wayside durning the
flush days of the recent shale boom. That
effort is gaining renewed attention durning
the worst crude slump in decades as o1l
and gas firms scramble to squeeze more
out of smaller fleet of wells and workers
Since the collapse forced a slowdown In

the o1l patch, energy companies are takihg
a second look at devices, tools and soft
ware systems that promise to help them
produce more for less, even if that means
spending a little extra on technology while
cutting ¢lsewhere

“We re seeing a lot more traction now,
said Kirk Coburn, CEO of a Houston-
based company that funds energy tech
startups. “We will come out of this down
turn with a more digital tootprint than
we've ever had.”

I'he industry may be known for 1ts
space-age innovations to pull o1l and gas
from the toughest rocks and deepest scas

but basic daily functions. such as monitor
ing wells and keeping track ot production
remained old school. creating costly inet
hciencies and pricey delays. The dnve to
digitize the o1l held began in earnest years
ago as the industry looked to improve s
operations. make smarter decisions and
cut down on the time employees wasted
traveling between remote well sites

But 1t hasn t been easy

[ he cellphones and tablets consumers
¢mbraced had to be modihed to withstand
harsh conditions. Remote otl helds often
wee TOOLS/HA
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Regina lubbs, the new owner ol Wil
low, a women s clothing and jeweln
boutique 1in Midland, has decided to
combine her love of fashion with her lovi
for anmimals

len percent of the proceeds trom van
ous items will go to Lone Star Anmimal
Sanctuan

'‘My passion 1s puppies. and | really
wanted to hrm; donations back home
lubbs said. | love i.h‘j."u | wanted 1
contnbute back to the commumity. and
that was how | wanted to do 1t

Donations from the sale of scarves
will run through the end of February In
subsequent months, Tubbs will choose a
different item to promote and donate the
proceeds to Lone Star

- Lubbs alwavs had the desire to own 4
boutique. so when she walked into the
store on her birthday and learned then
owners Paula Cannon. Debbie Burke and
Diana Barker were thinking ol
she felt God had planned this tor het

“This store has never gotten out of my
head because | love 1t.” Tubbs said It
like a little Hill Country store nght her
in Midland. So when | came in. | asked
[:ana if they would ever considering sc
ing. and she was like "Well, actually w«
Are’ because theiwr hives had taken then
other places. So it just kinda happened
and two months later, we signed.

Everything was finalized by the maddl
of December. and Tubbs knew from the
start she d want to give back to Lone Stai
Sanctuan

Beth Meeks. sanctuary manager. Know s
the partnership with Willow will be a
tremendous help

“It's so exciting for us whenever any
body in the community wants to partne:
with us.” Meeks said. “"When they SUg
gt."ult.'d this. | was so excited

A Iunglhlr: gesture of this partner

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

Gage Hale and Paije Mulkey trim their goat during check-in for the Midiand County Livestock Show on Wednesday at the Hoseshoe Arena. Find
more information about the show on Page 4A
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In Texas, clean energy is ready to boom

By Mitchell Schnurman
Dallas Morning News

foho, 1s projected to grow sixfold this

year. By 2030, solar is expected to add
more generation than wind and natural
gas combined. Even conservation and

energy efficiency, often ridiculed here,
are improving.

Businesses, cities and individuals are
embracing clean energy and often wear-
ing the green halo proudly.

Facebook 1s buitlding a giant data farm
in Fort Worth that will be driven entirely
by wind power. Georgetown, north of
Austin, will soon get all of its energ)

B ANALYSIS

government.

While Texas has long been the top
state for o1l and gas, much more is going
on here. In electricity, cleaner-buming
natural gas plants are pushing out coal
faster than in the rest of the nation, and
that's before the next air pollution regu-
lations Kick in.

Texas easily leads all states in wind
power, and wind generation on the giant
ERCOT grid grew 26 percent in 2015.
Solar, a tiny part of the energy port-

Texas is greener and cleaner than 1t
sounds, and getting more so.

Elected officials often mock climate
change and sue the EPA regularly, giv-
ing the impression that we 're some kind
of backwater for clean energy. In fact,
Texas 1s a leader in many ways, espe-
cially electricity, and should be crowing
about it.

The progress is a result of market
competition, the deregulation of the
electricity market and a big boost from

Please see BOOM/4A Please see PARTNER/GA
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KOUNTZE

2 whooping cranes
shot dead in
Southeast Texas

Two endangered whoop-
ing cranes have been shot
dead in Southeast Texas,
and state game wardens
have identified a suspect.

A statement from then
International Crane Foun-
dation said the shootings
happened Sunday in Har-
din County, but state Game
Warden Mike Boone said
Wednesday in Kountze that
the shootings happened
just to the south in Jeffer-
son County.

No other details were
available, but the founda-
tion statement quoted
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department officials as
saying a suspect has been
identified. Boone said no
arrests had been made.

The foundation says
more than 20 whooping
cranes have been shot and
killed in the United States
over the past five years,
leaving about 600 whoop-
ing cranes in the world.
The two cranes shot Sun-
day were part of a Lou-
stana flock that numbered
about 30

BROWNSVILLE
Border Patrol agent,
4 others indicted in
decapitation death

A U.S. Border Patrol
agent and four other men
have been indicted on
capital murder and other
charges in the death of a
man whose decapitated
body was found floating
near Texas' South Padre
Island

Joel Luna 1s on indeh-
nite leave from the Border
Patrol. A Cameron County
grand jury in Brownsville
on Wednesday charged
him and the others with
capital murder, murder and
Iwo counts of engaging in
organized cnminal activity
He and the other four are
in the Cameron County jal
without bond

Jail records don 't list
attorneys for them

I'he body of Jose
Francisco Palacios-Paz
was found last March. Al
the ime of the November
arrests, Cameron County
Shenff Omar Lucio said
a safe at Luna’s Heb-
bronville home contained
nearly $90.000, a kilogram
of cocaine and handguns

GREENVILLE
StandofT ends, driver

held in Texas stolen
truck incident

A lexas standoft involv-
ing a stolen tractor-tratler
has safely ended with the
dnver captured

The Hunt County
Shenft s Ofhce dentihed
the driver in Wednesday's
chase as 60-year-old David
Allen Armold of Burkev-
ille, Virgima

The Texas Department
of Public Safety says
Fresno, Califormia-based
Intrade Industries had
reported its truck missing
A state trooper spotted
the ng on U.S. B0 near
Forney, about 15 miles
east of Dallas. He tnied to
pull the truck over, but the
driver paid no heed to the
trooper’'s flashing lights
Other units joined the 45-
mile pursuit that ended at
the dead end of an Inter-
state 30 frontage road near
Greenville.

An hourlong standoff en-
sued before tear gas forced
Amold and his dog from
the truck. Amold is jailed
on evading-arrest and
unauthorized motor vehicle

use charges.

CORPUS CHRISTI
Audit details items
bought with stolen
Corpus Christi funds

Auditors say two Corpus
Christi city beach workers
who guilty last
year to theft used stolen
city funds to buy fishing
supplies, deer feeders and

items could have been for
business purposes, but
were 0 iced.

The audit says the men
purchased “two Yeti ice
chests for $1,080. Simi-
larly-sized, less costly ice
chests would have cost
under $300."

City spokeswoman
Kim Womack said that
in response to the audit’s
findings, each city depart-
ment will now designate
an employee to review all
contracts and invoices.

E. Jay Ellington, the
director of the Parks and
Recreation Department,
who was not working for
the city at the ime of the
reported theft said, “We're
doing aiinual, biannual,
monthly checks with our
management team con-
cerning purchasing and
time allocations, as well as
implementing a thorough
checks and balance system

with our management team |

that hopefully prevents any
misuses in the future.

ARLINGTON
About 32K at AT&T

Stadium in Texas for
‘13 Hours’ premiere

More than 32,000 people
showed up at AT& T
Stadium in Texas for the
premiere of 13 Hours
The Secret Solders ol
Benghazi” but some left
carly amid trouble hearing
the movie

Organizers provided
30,000 free tickets for
Tuesday night's showing
at the home of the Dallas
('HWh(l}.'h

Stadium spokesman Joe
Trahan said a high-defini-
Lon screen was lowered
and sound engineered for
guests on the first, second
and third levels

The fourth level was
opened because so many
agdditional people showed
up. Trahan had no estimate
on how many people in
the upper area left due to
sound 1ssues.

The movie 1s about the
2012 attack on the U .S.
consulate in Benghazi,
Libya. and heroic actions
of veterans serving as pn-
vate security. Four Amen-
cans were killed, including

Stevens

SAN ANTONIO
South Texas jailer
charged with raping
female inmate in van

A South Texas shenft's
deputy has been charged
with raping a female
inmate 1n a transport van in
the jail parking lot.

Erick Montez was being
held Wednesday in San
Antonio on felony charges
of sexual assault and vio-
lating the civil rights of a
person in custody.

The Bexar County Sher-
iff 's Office on Tuesday
announced the arrest of the
35-year-old detention of-
ficer and plans to fire him.

The inmate reported that
Montez forced her to have

van while he was on duty.
A sheriff’s statement says
surveillance video appears
to support the allegations.
Investigators did not re-
lease further details on the
woman.

Jail records don’t list
an attorney to speak for
Montez, whose bond was
$85.000. He's been a
deputy since 2008,

HOUSTON
New York man
condemned for Texas

slayings loses appeal

Texas’ highest crimi-
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Alene Lippe
Alene wg , age 95, of
Odessa. , passed away
fully on January 12,
g()lﬁin Odessa.
Funeral Services will be at

- 1:00 pm, Thursday, January
14, 2016 at Sunset Funeral

Home Chapel withk Brother

'~ Jeff Franklin officiating. Bur-

1al will follow at Sunset Me-
monal gardens.

Alene was born on Novem-
ber 9. 1921 at home in Cole-
man County, TX to Trox
Ohver and Lena
(Eschburger) Burleson. She
marmed Edward Adolf l..llmt
in 1938 in Miles, TX. y
remained mamed until s
mn June of 1985
loved  gardening,

care of her family. She loved
to cook for her entire famly.

Alene is preceded in death
by her loving husband of 46
years, Edward Adolf Lippe:
daughter, Lena Pauline Par-
ish and grandson; Jimmy Rey
Pansh

She 1s survived by her sis-
ter, Ruth Lippe of Odessa,
TX. brother, Clifton Burleson
of Houston, TX: daughters,
LLaverne Ann Lippe, Barbara
Mane Lippe. both of Odessa.
I'X. Debrah Ruth Coots and
husband Jim Bob Coots of
Midland. TX, their children

Meagan Coots of Ft. Worth, |

TX and Caden Coots of
Odessa, TX. granddaughter,
Rhonda House and husband
Michael House, of Wood-
stock, GA., their children
Taylor House, of Tifton, GA

' and Jaden House of Wood-
' stock, GA:; grandson, John

Jones and wife Claudia
Jones. their child,
- Chnstabelle Jones all of

| Odessa, TX. grandson, Joe
' Jonmes of Round Rock. TX:

granddaughter, Renay Good-
man and husband, Tony
Goodman of Oak Point, TX
and their children, Bubba
Goodman of Oak Point, TX
and Ayren Goodman of San

- Angelo, TX: great grandsons,

Braden Parish, Cameron Par-

' ish, Jared Panish and Cabot
' Parish all of Crane, TX

Arrangements are entrust-
ed 1o Sunset Memonal Gar-

dens and Fungral Home. To
family condolences

_ Ve
SUNSET

MEMORIAL

GARDENS & FUNERAL HOME

By Adam Kealoha
Causey
Associated Press

PHOENIX — The lead

 prosecutor in the case that

sent newspaper heiress
Patty Hearst to jail in what
was then one of the most
sensational tnals in U.S.
has died in An-

James Browning Jr. died
in the Tucson suburb of
Oro Valiey on Tuesday af-
ter a fall, his brother David
Browning said.

Born in Globe, Arizona,
in 1932, James Browning
attended law school in San
Francisco before becoming
the utor in San Ma-
teo County, California. He
appointed U S. attor-
ney in Northern California
by then-President Richard
M. Nixon.

He rose to even greater
prominence when he won
the case against Hearst,
who was 19 when she was
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26, 1928 in Newport, Arkan-
sas. He was the youngest o
five children bomn to J
William and Willie
Younger of Newport. Mr.
Younger attended Newport
High School where he par-
ticipated in several sports, in-
cluding baseball and golf.
From 1950 tw 1952, Mr.
Younger honorably served
his country in the Korean
War, as a member of the Ar-
my's 45th Infantry Division.
After returning from Korea,
Joe was mamed to Wanda
Leigh Langston in 1953. Joe
and Wanda moved to Tulsa,
Oklahoma where Joe re-
ceived a degree in Petroleum
Engineering from Tulsa Um-
versity in 1957. Joe worked
many years for Marathon Ol

. Company before retinng in
- 1982,
' four children, six grandchil-

Joe and Wanda had

dren, three great grandchil-
dren, and remained mamed
until Wanda's death in 2011.
Joe and Wanda lived in sev-
eral towns in Oklahoma and

. Texas, and spent most of

their years in Hobbs, New

. Mexico and Midland, Texas

before returning to Newport
in 2008. Joe was a loving
husband and devoted father
and enjoyed tennis, golf, and
spending time with his fami-
ly and many friends.

Mr. Younger is preceded
in death by his mother, fa-
ther, sisters, Peggy Younger-
Penix, and Ruth Willbanks:
brothers, Billy Younger and
Robert Robinson: son Joseph
(Joey) Younger; and daugh-
ter Julie Lynne Younger.

Mr. Younger 1s survived
by his daughter, Sally Elza-
beth Younger
New Caneyv, Texas; and hus
son Thomas Craig Younger
of Santa Barbara, Califorma:
his grandchildren Timothy
Kyle Clifton of Asheville,
North Carolina; Kasey Leigh
Clifton of Midland, Texas:
James Phillip Slaughter and

Michael Aaron Slaughter of

Houston, Texas; Eric
Younger and Robert Clinton
Younger of Santa Barbara,
California; and his greal-

grlndthildren. Sophie
laughter, Naya Slaughter,
and James
Houston, Texas.

Funeral service will be at
Jackson Funeral Home in
Newport at I pm Saturday,
January 16, 2016 with Rever-
end Liz Lindsey officiating.

Harmier of |

Slaughter of

Othal ike
Fitzgerald

lke Fitzgerald, of Midland,
went 10 be with his Lord Je-
sus on Saturday, January 9,
2016

He was bom November
11, 1926 10 Esley Doyle Fitz-
gerald and Dola Lee Henley
in Guion, Texas. Six weeks
after lke was born the family
moved to Midland, Texas.

Ike grew up playing music
in his Dad’'s band "The Lone
Star Ramblers”. He also
played with his dad in the
Downtown Midland Lions
Club Orchestra.

After graduating from Mid-
land High School, lke joined
the Navy on November 3,
1944 and was later transfer-
red w the Mannes. He
fought »» World War 1l and
was honorably discharged Ju-
Iy 9, 1946.

lke and Sue were high
school sweethearts. Sue wait-
ed for lke and upon his return
from the service, they were
married on May 30, 1948 in
Austin, TX by lke's Uncle
Brice Fitzgerald, who was a
Baptist Preacher.

ke was a devoted husband
and his wife's best friend, a
loving Dad, Grandad and a
blessing to all who knew
him.

Ike learned at an carly age
(0 make money running parts
for his dad. lke sold his first
advertisement space on the

side of his dad’'s dvwntown

City Service Garage. It was
all uphill from there. He and
Sue owned a skating rink, an
amusement park with a
shide in Mudland, and
trained a hockey team, "The
Silver Wheels”. They also
made numerous real estate
investments throughout their
lifetime together.

Ike and Sue achieved many
accomplishments. He was a

jack of all trades but a master

of none. Like his Dad, ED.
"Fritz" Fitzgerald, lke retired
as a Captain with the Mid-
land Fire Department. ke
held several positions with
the Lions Club, locally, na-
tionally and internationally.
Ike was the driving force de-
veloping TLERC, Texas Li-
ons Eyeglass Recycling Cen-
ter. He's eternally grateful to
all the people who assisted in
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the honor a Lion can
muﬂ:.hhum
the _ of Good

-
Eg

been an active

of the Midiand

Lions Club since

IMLT:*M

town building 1s
named in his honor.

ke was always smiling.
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He in death

. toving

ES

Wayne Fitzgerald; and a

Bisine. Fitzgeraid all o
istine Fitzgerald all of
Midland, Texas.

The family will receive
friends at Ellis Funeral Home
Friday, January 15, 2016 be-
tween the hours of 6:00 PM
to 8:00 P.M., Services will be
held at Ellis Funeral Home
Saturday at 11:11 AM. fol-
lowed by graveside services
at Resthaven Memonial Park.
In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions in honor of lke may be
sent to the Texas Lions Eye-
glass Recycling Program C/O
Midland Downtown Lions
Club, 200 Plaza Dr., Mud-
land, Texas 79701.

Online condolences may
be offered al
www.ellisfunerals.com

Ellis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations

Copr=—-
Death Notices
Billy J. Smith

Billy J. Smith, 93, passed

away on Tuesday, January
12, 2016.
Family will be receiving

friends on Thursday, January
l4th from 6:00 pm to 8:00
at  Lewallen-Garcia-
ipkin Funeral Home. Grave-
side service will be held on
Friday, January 15th 2016 a
11 am. at Resthaven Memo-
ral Park
He is survived by his

Teresa

Teresa Mitchell, 53, of
Midland, Texas passed away
on January 11, 2016.

She is survived by her pa-
rents, Joe and Mary Crabtree.
husband, Mitch Mitchell;
daughter, Wilson
and brother Crabtree.

There will be a Visitation
at Elis Funeral Home on

Wednesday, January 13,
2016 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00
am. A Funeral Service will
held at Golf Course Road
Church of Christ at 1:00 p.m.
4:;; 6’Ih|nd.ly. Janvary 14,
16.
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Patty Hearst prosecutor James Browning dies at 83

was known as a low-key,
ticularly in comparison to
Bailey, whose courtroom
theatrics would aid in O.J.
Simpson’s acquittal two
decades later.

Bailey had portrayed
Hearst as a brainwashed
victim, and Deutsch said
the jury believed that until
Browning presented his
last piece of evidence. He
played a jail cell recording
of fyluru talking with a
friend. She was confident,
cursing and fully aware of
her role with the Symbio-
nese Liberation Army.

It changed the course of
the trial.
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. Liberation Army,
Caller-Times reported that The self-styled radicals
an audit to city viewed aspects of U.S. so-
officials y cited ciety as racist and oppres-
gaps in policies and weak- sive, and were accused of
nesses in internal controls killing a California school
that allowed the theft of superintendent. Several
more than $100,000 that members of the group died
was meant for the city. in a fire and shootout with
Arlena police in Los Angeles.
pones the audit. But it was a group ank
X | b3
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New Mexico AG seeks funds in Rio Grande water fight

Midland
Reporter-Telegram

n. He
"*""l AT YOUR SERVICE By Susan Montoya Bryan session next week. Balderas said the funding is 2013, claiming the state failed to
- gt ISSN 0890-5832 Associated Press ve finance analysts are critical since the water case is deliver water as required under the
award- A Hearst Newspeper : $500,000 for Bal-  raicheting up. Rio Grande Compact. The federal
' Good Putkshed each by the ALBUQUERQUE, NM. — deras’ office to use for the ongoing “I would think that we would re- government intervened and said
e m“m New Mexico General litigation. Past funding has topped  ceive from this committee  groundwater pumping in New
1 Hall TX 79701, Periodcale o | Hector Balderas on y $2 million and Balderas had to really consider at least keeping  Mexico is tapping the shallow
mm-—mnu | said the legal battle with Texas over requested $3 million for the next that funding line at the status quo,  aquifer that should drain back into
active uu::m-m ‘. 201 E of the Rjo'm is fiscal year. | especially when our economy and  the river and flow 10 Texas.
i dland Wnails Ave.. Midiand. TX 7970 moving ahead and this is no time The funding would come from our rural communities could be Balderas has said he wants to
' slmcs MAIN for the Legislature to cut fundi the attorney general’s consumer impacted.” he told lawmakers. find a reasonable resolution to the
Down- SWITCHBOARD Balderas testified before the protection fund, according to his Lawmakers indicated that they fight with Texas but still protect
ling is 432.682.5311 House A and Finance office. Balderas voiced concerns would weigh the request along the rights of New Mexico resi-
Co:nmlttu. one of the key panels last year that lawmakers would try u.mh numerous special appropria- dents. He contends that the federal
niling. PUBLISHER that will be hammering out the to siphon money from the fund to tions that will be considered dur- government is overreaching when
: -y state spending plan for the next pay for olhermgroyuts given that g the 30-day session. it comes (o the state's well-estab
| MM"’M.M“M 8880 fiscal year when the legislative i's a Ugh get year. Texas sued New Mexico in lished water rights
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doane v 487.8852 WACO earlier, the high court had cident site troubled boys at the facil- three counts of child abuse
Br | n':m"_cm Irishman sentenced to barred death sentences for N iy. resulting in death
md 2 rlesn for rhinece defendants under |8 AUSTIN Meanwhile, one of Several witnesses for
R Ber B ASSISTANT p or ' ros ——— Teenager dies after | 8-year-old Nehemiah both the prosecutors and
all of MANAGING EDITOR — horn tnﬁchng - : . Griego's teachers said he the defense have said the
PRODUCTION & DESIGN 1 killed, 1 hurt in .leep ﬂlps.. catches fire  wasa good student but had  teen was physically abused
ecelve Trevor Ihm 687-8854 An Irishman has been i . | il‘l SOUth AllStill clprchhcd I'Ht.‘.lhl View- by his father, a former
Mome thawes @ mrt.com sentenced 0 one year singie-engine piane points and a fascination pastor at an Albuquerque
16 be- S i in federal prison after crash in East Texas A teenage boy has died :fl‘lh l'!lhlllﬂ}. war and Nazi IHL'[ﬂi_.IL‘hUIL‘h and Army
0 PM Oscar LeRoy 687-8809 pleading guilty in Texas in a vehicle fire in South PRSRT—Y | veteran who had trained
will be olesey@mst.com to illcgal lrufﬁt:king in An East Texas P'l”' Austin | The lt.‘hlllllnl‘l}: from staft his son to use fhirearms and
Home rhinoceros homns. has been killed and his Austin-Travis County aldl{w.slfnfr:-n{n Sequoyan lasked him with guarding
A +f0]. 8 OIL EDITOR Palrlcl\g Sheridan was wife crilically hurt when EMS said crews were E‘\ ‘rlt..\-u.lgilt:t:dlnlwnl. ., the tamaly s Ihulu"
TVICes Mella McEwen 687-8860 arrested in January 2015 their single-engine plane called to the scene around icnler ';L_ hi '?u;'rq"“ b Al least once, Gnego
Park. mmcewen @ mrt.com in Holyhead, Wales, on an  crashed into some woods. 6 p.m. Tuesday. . e tNeg day of 2 was beaten so severely
eribu. indictment returned in May Emergency personnel Austin police said a hgu‘lﬂg Ihfll will determine he lost consciousness and
nay be ® PHOTO EDITOR 2014 by a federal grand around midnight Tuesday Jeep flipped and became “hﬂhﬁr (',”‘*',*’“ should be ikely has suflered trau-
§ Bye- Tim Fischer 687-8833 jury in Waco. It charged located the wreckage of the engulfed in flames in an f’:'jmlm.“"":‘_‘;;’ . “”'”“_I"_ Oran - matic brain injury from
m C/O s | that he and a co-defendant  Cessna 172 in a field near  area typically used for off- adult for kitling his parents  the abuse. public defende:
Lions | conspired to traffic in the Gilmer. roading. and thwee younger siblings Stephen Taylor said
Mid- m*maﬂﬁégm . homns of the critically The plane took off from An adult and two juve- ("”:-'Il-'“ . Ilﬁ “‘.‘h'“'" he l'? court on Wednesday.
r m i endangered black rhinoc- Sulphur Springs Municipal  niles were able to escape ;HPL nf{ "“} - 1;-;qnuly ) .Hcr‘.l‘: lu_wlllwd U.h“ Lneg
may Pt eros by using a “straw Airport earlier Tuesday uninjured, but the teenager " "J””" ol 4 {Illlf%ql:{l *“T“*“‘i *’“‘h‘-' tacihty with
al 8 ONLINE EDITOR buyer to buy two horns Relatives of the couple In the front passenger seal T ey : an intensely quiet and
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ment. Perales, now 28, will
be returned to the court

in Fort Worth for a new
sentencing hearing.

The U.S. Supreme Court
in 2012 ruled the mandato-
ry sentence for defendants
under 18 was unconstitu-
tional. When Perales was
tried for capital murder in
2007, it was the only sen-
tence available. Two years
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Selection varies by size and store. Previous markdowns may have been taken.
Call -800-345-52713 to find a Dillard’s store near you.
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TODAY IN
MIDLAND

GOP debate
on Suddenlink
Fon Business Network Nas leamed
4 with Suadenink 10 make the
spcomng Repubiican presidential
Jebates availabie 10 all subscribers
Tocay Suodeniink will unbundie Fox
Business Network, making the chan-

"ol avaniable 10 thew full subscriber
nase ahead of the debates

Source Fox Business Network

Things to do

B Kathieen Madigan. 7 p.m
Wagner Noel Performing Arts Center.
1310N. Farm-to-Market Road 1788
$29-$39 wagnernoel com

B JB and the Moonshine Band.
8 p.m. . Rockin' Rodeo, 4400 N. Big
Spring St $10 rockinrodeomidiand

COIT

Note: See more information on
s weekend's Entertamment calen-
a0 in Weekender

Support groups, club
meetings today

@ Permian Basin Community
Service Organization (for iIndwiduais
organizahons o businesses thal
PIOVae Srvices 10 Mprove Quanty
of e), 1145 am. M Pac ltakan
Hestaurant, 2607 N. Grangvew Ave
Odessa 432-210-4234

B Crronic fatigue fibro-myaigea
SYNAromes support group meets
noon, Rays of Hope Grief Center
520-3500

B TOPS (Take O Pounds
Sensibly) 5.30-7 30 pm . Christian
Church o' Midiand, 26089 Neely Ave
04 -B54 1

B Permian Basn Chess Club
6 pm  Unversity of Texas of the
Permian Basin student union, Steve
Dudiey. 556- 1920, Bnan Farrell
'88-7141, pbee S0gigs net. odes
sachess @ cabeone nel

B Sun Country Gentiemen, /
pm  Rea Greathouse Hoom at
Nagner Nosl Perorming Arts Center
553-1952 or 425-566¢

B The Midiand Blue Star Miitary
Family. 7 pm_  Koinonia Room at First
Presbyterian Church, Doc Weathers

i1- 7646 or docweathers @ sud
Jenhnk net

B Bingo. 7-10 pm  Amencar

Legon Post 19 501 Veterans Airpark
ane 682-5511

Early College High
School meetings

Meetings about Early College
High School @ Midiand College are
planned for parents of Midiand 1SD
eighth-graders The meetings are
5 30 pm today at Goddard Junor
High School. 630 pm Tuesday at
San Jacnto Jumwor High School and
630 pm Jan 25 at ECHS. Alksor
Fine Arts Buiding at MC

Parents can attend any of the
meetings For more information, call
685-464 1

Livestock Show

The Midiand County Livesiock
Show 1§ oday through Saturday at
the Midland County Morseshoe The
gvent Cks off noon today with poultry
and rabbnt shows ' he show continues
n Fnday with goat and lamb shows
al 8 am _ oliowed by steers and he#
ers al 1 pm The events on Saturday
are culngry arts at 10 am  pee-wee
rabbit show at 12 45 pm and inally
theé premwum auchon sale and awargs
i 1 pm A barbecue iunch, which s
pen 10 the pubic. will be served al
11 am Tickets are $10

FOr more nlormahon vist
mediandhorseshoe com of contact
Paula Mormson at pmmomson14@
ynad com

When it's open

City Hali
00 N Loraine St
dam 105 pm Monday through
Fniday

Customer Service ine 685-7320

Municipal Courthouse

408 E Minois Ave

830 am o5 pm Monday
through Wednesday and Fnday

830 am o7 pm on Thursday

A Jepostt box or payments s
pen 24 hours a day

685-7314

Lottery

Pick 3 moming: 6-4-3
Pick 3 day: 6-7-0
Pick 3 evening: 4-9-°
Pick 3 night: 6-9-5
Dally 4 moming: 7-9-7-0
Dally 4 day: 1-2-3-4
Daily 4 evening: 7-4-3-5
Daily 4 night: 6-3-5-6
Cash Five: 02-03-13-17-19
Lofto Texas: 03-08-14-15-26-41
Powerball: 04-08-19-27-34 PB: 10
Fower Play: 2

All or Nothing n-nhg 01-02-
13-04-06-12-15-16-18-21-23-24

All or Nothing day: 01-02-04-05-
07-1016-17-19-22

All or Nothing evening: 02-03-
04-05-07-10-11-15-16-18-21-23

Al or Nothing 04-06-07-
09-13-14-15-16-17-18-20-23

Today in history

in 1784 the United States ratified
the Treaty of Pars ending the Revo-
whonary War. Britan followed sult In
Apri 1784

In 1952. NBC's “Today” show
premwered. with Dave Garroway as
the host, or “communicator”

In 1954 Martyn Monroe and
Joe were mamed at San
Francisco City Hall (The marmiage
asted about nne Months )

One year ago: Eight nmates and
wo cormections officers died when a
prison bus skuaded off an icy West

Texas rvghway
ment and colided with a passing

"c-nwmrm

8 75 Movie writer-director
s 53 Rapper-
mu.ﬂ«l

S

Dave : ﬁ.::r

sid down an embank-

Y - =

Regina Tubbs, owner of Willow, shows off her new office dog, Vader, with Beth Meeks of Lone Star Animal Sanctuary
on Wednesday. Willow is partnering with Lone Star to give a portion of sales 1o help the sanctuary.

From IA

ship happened serendipitously
Wednesday moming. When
Meeks amved at Willow to pose
for a photo with Tubbs, she
brought along a hittle dog named
Vader.

As soon as Vader entered the
room, a symphony of “oohs”
and 4.1h\ erupted from every-
one in the store; he mlmcdialcl)
was the center of attention. And
from the hittle wag in his tail and
a brightness in his brown eyes,
Il was apparent he was enjoying
the wann welcome

I'he S-year-old mutt had been
hit by a car a little over a month
ago, and was left lying on the
street for five days before some-
one picked him up and brought
him to Lone Star, Meeks said
When Lone Star first got him a
month ago, he was in bad shape

“When we first got him, he
was really sick. They found him
at that first cold spell,” Meeks
sald. “He had a really nasty re-
spiratory infection so we treated
that, got him neutered and now
he's good to go. We took him
o our vet and they X-rayed him
and everything.”

Not only did Vader survive

ASsson 'luh‘d Pn‘_\ \

LLOS ANGELES — A
winning ticket in Wednes-
day nmight’s record $1.5
billion Powerball jackpot
was sold in suburban Los
Angeles, a spokesman for
the Calitorma lottery says

it could take several
hours before officials know
whether any winning tickets
were sold elsewhere. The
winning numbers were 4-8-
19-27-34 and Powerball 10

One winning ticket was
sold at a 7-Eleven in Chino
Hills, California, said Alex
Iravesta, a spokesman for
that state’s lottery. The
identity of the winner 1s
not yet known

Officials with the Mulu

‘Boom

From 1A
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rom renewable sources. Proctor
& Gamble and Mars are buying
enough Texas wind power to
meet all their electricity needs.
L.uminant, the state's larg-

est power generator and a big
coal user, signed a solar deal

O POWET over 50,000 homes.

Its sibling, TXU Energy, just
unveilled an all-solar electricity

. plan, which follows a solar roof-

top offer for-homeowners.
What's driving the clean

energy push — and what does it

say about business and politics”?

Falling prices

Start with the economigs: The
rices for wind and solar power

| veclrupredcnou'hwmﬂc
with fossil fuels. Solar prices,

fmmsw\cc are down over 80

five days on the side of the

road, but none of his bones had
been broken when he was hit.
However, the impact and lack

of immediate care caused his
back legs to heal oddly, and
Vader now walks with a bit of a
“wobble,” as Meeks described it.

“But nothing slows him
down,” Meeks said.

Vader is sweet, calm and
quiet, and Tubbs took a liking to
him from the starn.

After questioning Meeks
about whether he was house
trained, his barking habits and
friendliness, Tubbs — who al-
ready has three dogs — decided
to adopt Vader.

“He's our Willow puppy.
Everybody's gonna love him,
sweet baby boy,” Tubbs said,
scooping him up in her arms, as
he wagged his tail.

Vader is Jucky. There cur-
rently are 147 dogs and 53 cats
at Lone Star. Because of the ol
downturn and people needing
1o relocate, Lone Star has had
| 34 pets returned, which i1s more
than they ve ever had, Meeks
said.

The donations from Willow
will help Meeks and her eight
staff members manage and pro-

. B

Winning Powerball tlcket sold in Cahforma

State Lottery Association,
which runs the Powerball
game, said they expected
more than 85 percent of
the possible number com-
binations would have been
bought for the drawing.
The odds of winning were
| in 292.2 million.
Winners have to pay
9.6 percent of the pnze
in federal income taxes, in
addition to any state taxes
Estimated jackpot
amounts, which are
released daily, have been
steadily nising since Nov.
4. when the jackpot was
reset at $40 milhon.
Powerball tickets are sold
in 44 states, the District of
Columbia, the U.S. Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico.

to wind and solar is chiefly a
business decision based on cost
and price stability.”

For many others, it’s also
important to sustain-
able energy demonstrate
that they're not making climate

change worse.

Environmental concerns are
often top of mind for young
people and the i mucs are also

{0 many consumers
in , Asia and the U S.
C must be responsive,
especially those with interna-
tional operations.
“It’s about reputation, and
lt s important (o customers and

" said John Hall, state

dnm of clean energy for the
Environmental Defense Fund
in Austin. “They want to know

ymudomgmmm

vide for the influx of animals.

Meanwhile, as Vader explored
his new home, he slipped and
slid a little on the wood-paneled
floor, but his tail didn’t stop
wagging.

Tubbs doesn’t plan to offer
a dog line, but she said Vader
probably will be one of the best-
dressed pups in Midland.

Vader's spontancous adop-
tion reflects the store’s slogan:
“Have faith, give hope, show
love.” Tubbs also hopes to give
back at Chocolate Decadence, a
fundraiser for the Aphasia Cen-
ter of West Texas. Willow will
be the featured boutique at next
month’s event.

A candle line created by Wil-
low will be launched at the store
Feb. 1. All candles will be hand-
made and original. Tubbs also
plans to add plus-sized clothing
to the boutique.

As Tubbs and Meeks chat,
Vader wanders toward the front
door. Meeks lets him out and
he settles down on the sun-
drenched mat at the entrance.
He's already made himself at
home, and it looks like he has
a knack for his new job as bou-
tique dog and customer greeter
at Willow.

YPowerball hicket huyi-r
escued from hole

“Many companies feel they
have a social responsibility to
choose renewables,” said Brian
Walker, a pri at Energy
Edge Consulting in Dallas.

Among commercial and in-
dustrial users, he said, he’s never
seen so much interest in clean
energy.

“They're making big state-
ments,” he said. “And this isn’t
because of government man-
dates. The re;ul.ua-y issues are
secondary.”

Some clients are wormed
that fuel costs will rise, and
that may hinge on how quickly
states musi adjust to tougher air
pollution standards. But Texas
1s well- to thrive
because it has so much natural
gas, sunshine and wind — and

a competitive electricity market
that rewards the most efficient

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram
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| a surge of interest

lﬂ
“AtSlwpuhmel llnyﬁund.
‘Why break wunthin;thuswolhn.?
We’'re making of money. There's
mneedlo change what

we're Mmgwuw Bnan RM the
innovation at firm
Accenture, “Now, mmw
E 15 on the uhle and an
that can help you operate more
ciently and achieve more
worth looking at and pushmg
forward with.”

GroundMetrics, a San Diego-based
energy tech startup that uses clecm
netic sensors to subsurface image

struggled to drum up mee w:l.h od
executives to pitch lfle Fﬂ:ﬂ

the boom times because oil complmcs
were 100 busy to carve out the time,
CEO George Eiskamp said. Since the
downturn started, some of those firms
now are seeking meetings with Ground-
Metrics and bringing an entire team to
listen to the sales presentations, he said.

The privately owned ¢ y has
snapped up new customers in the past
year, locking in three big sales over a
three-week timeframe, and has plans
to to grow its Houston staff from three
to eight and establish an office space,
Eiskamp said.

“It’s surreal,” he said. “It’s like I'm
waiting for someone to pinch me and
say, ‘Now wake up."”

Cash-strapped oil com
spending and curtailing drilling plans are
trying to glean as much as possible from
existing investments. As the industry
shies away from exploration, the invest-
ment appetite has shifted from technolo-
gies that help companies peer under-
ground to find the sweetest spots to drill
to tools aimed at bolstering production.

WellAware, an oilfield monitoring and
data analytics company, said it's seen
rom customers in
the downturn, helping the San Antonio-
based company grow its customer base
and hire more employees despite the
slump.

“Our customers are coming to us and
asking how we can help streamline op-
erations, cut costs, improve production,
improve downtime and improve safety,”

- CEO Matt Harrison said. “It’s an entirely
different mindset that these customers
are in today than they were a year ago.”

The company worked with Welder
Exploration & Production'where Hester
works, to install meters and sensors at
the wellhead that monitor flow rates,
pressure and temperature, and transmit
that data via wireless network to Weld-
er’'s employees on their iPads, cellphones
Or computer screens.

WcllAwm s technology has improved

ies slashing

y's operations by transform-
-

from data gatherers to
lmublcshmrs. allowing them to pri-
oritize wells that need the most attention
and reducing the amount spent stuck be-
hind a wheel crisscrossing South Texas
ranchlands, said Welder CEO Raymond
Welder, who is also a board member of
WellAware.

“It makes a person much more effi-
cient, and that's fairly critical, especially
in this price environment,” he said.

For Hester, who now provides support
to the gaugers checking on wells out in
the field, the results have been tangible.

“It knocks out the whole process of
having to drive back to the office and
enter data into the , which
saves a lot of time,” she said. “A lot of
guys don’t even come back to the office
anymore. They go straight to the field
or straight home, and come to the office
only as needed.”

Digital intiatives also promise to save
money, a key selling point for oil compa-
nies struggling to balance their books.

An analysis by [HS found that in the
past , the application of digital

technologies boosted output by up to
8 percent and lowered operating costs
by up to 25 percent. Innovations helped
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Iraqi refugee held without bail on terror-related charges

By Juan A. Lozano
Associated Press
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Wittliff, who said that in addition to
wanting to set off bombs
at the two Houston malls, including
the popular Galleria mall, the Iraqi
man was also learning how to make
electronic transmitters that could be
used to detonate improvised explo-

witness at Wednesday's hearing.
DduannMMhdﬂnt

“He wanted to build them (the
transmitters) for ISIL,” Wittliff said.  present any witnesses but while ques-
ecutor :

“So he could kill people,” Witthiff

Al Hardan's arrest brought criti-
cism of the Obama administration’s FmSmdAlHudm has said his
refugee policies from Texas Gov. sibling has denied any wrongdo-
Greg Abbott, who has been a leader  ing and that neither his sibling nor
among Republican governors calling  anybody in their family had ever
for a halt to resettiement of Syrian

refugees in their states. Republican
presidential candidate Sen. Ted Cruz

expressed any support for the Islamic
State
Authorities say Al Hardan and Al-

of Texas called for a retroactive re- Jayab used socull media to discuss
view of all refugees who have come  their support of the terrorist group.
to the U.S. Al-Jayab and Al Hardan communi-

Immigrant advocates say they cated in April 2013, and Al Hardan
have full confidence in the vetting expressed interest in fighting in
process and that tens of thousands of  Syria, authorities said. Prosecutors
Iraqi refugees have been successfully allege Al Hardan tried to provide
resettied in the U.S. resources to the Islamic State begin-

Prosecutors allege Al Hardan was  ning around May 2014.
coordinating efforts with another If convicted, Al Hardan faces up to
Iragi refugee living in California, 25 years in prison.

Aws Mohammed Younis Al-Jayab, to
get weapons training and eventually
sneak into Synia to fight alongside
the terrorist group.

Wittliff was the only prosecution

Al Hardan, who is a legal per-
manent resident, is married, has an
8-month-old son and had worked as
a limousine driver before his arrest.
according to his brother.

US turns to UN for initial screenings
of refugees from Central America

By Josh Lederman
and Alicia Caldwell

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Obama administration
is planning to expand a
program to let would-be
migrants from Central
America apply for refugee
status before they attempt
to come to the U.S., Sec-
retary of State John Kerry
said Wednesday.

The office of the U.N.
High Commissioner for
Refugees will now conduct
initial screenings to see
whether mi from

X
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Associated Press

Omar Faraj Saeed Al Hardan, left, is escorted Friday by U.S
Marshals from the Bob Casey Federal Courthouse, in Houston
Al Hardan, who came to Houston from Iraq in 2009, was held
without ball Wednesday after his arrest on charges he tried to

help the Islamic State group
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Iran releases 10 US
Navy sailors unharmed
In less than a day
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DUBAI United Arab
Emirates — It turned out
(0 be the international
crisis that wasn't.

Less than a day after 10
U.S. Navy sailors were
detained in lran when
their boats drifted into
Iranian waters, they and
their vessels were back
safely Wednesday with the
American fleet

U.S. Secretary of State

. John Kerry tapped the per
. sonal relationship he has

formed with lranian For-
eign Minister Mohammad

ed greater openness with
the outside world despite
stndent opposition from
LlL‘L'ph entrenched hard
liners at home

“Rouhant’s policy of in
leraction 1s working,” said
Iranian political analysi
Saeed Lerlaz. “lran and
the U.S. have gone a long
way in reducing tensions
but still have a long way
(0 go 1n improving then
contacts. It was a big step
forward.”

 he nine men and one
woman were detained
luesday after at least one
of their boats suffered

Honduras, El Salvador and | Javad Zarif . Y
G la may lify as | Java Ant in the three mechanical problems off of
mfum e||'|b|¢ 10 come : ycurj. ol ncgnuunnm Over Fars: Island. an Outpost n
o the United States legally AP file photo | Iran’s nuclear program. the middie of the Persian
“l am pleased to an- A U.S. Border Patrol agent drives near the U.S.-Mexico border fence in Santa Teresa, N.M., on Jan. ’;f:“:‘{:;:g\“h".“[ :'.m,{" e ’;:” I,,h,‘" hR' h';l" -
nounce plans 1o expand the 4. A spike in families and children arriving at the U.S. southern border from Central America has ey ¢ d'}- 3 ;p S Sxpuar gl MSROTMANS
U.S. Repu'ee Admissions prompted fears of another crisis like the one that dominated national news during the summer of CITy crediled | . *4_““-‘* uard speedboats since the
Program to help vulnerable 2014 resolution to the “cnucal IUH.I N
families and individuals | role diplomacy plays in ['he Amencans small
from El Salvador. Guate- individ_uals. into safe zones vanct) of public relations world. Obama has called keeping our country secure Riverine h-thih were sailing
mala and Honduras. and to await prnccssing. Lampmgns to warn would- for rclmating ahmt 10,000 undlwlrnng,_ | between Kuwait and Bah
offer them a safe and ]es.] Refllﬂﬂ processing be migrants that Crossing Sy_nan refugees in the U.S. LS‘ Defense Sl:t.'rt.:lur} raimn on a lr.minng IMISSION
alternative to the danger- for Central Americans the border illegally would this year. Ash C ancr.lhun‘kud Kerry when the U.S. lost contact
MMY many are was launched as part of a not entitle them to stay In The refugcc program after the satlors _rr:h:-uuc I he sailors ‘h:-.lt the 1sland
currently tempted to begin, broader effort to curb the the United States. Until has come under fire from and couched the incident at 2:43 a.m. CST Wednes
making them easy prey unprecedented surge of now, the government had lawmakers who WOITY that | In humumtaﬂ'mn terms, day ‘{hmnl IhL'III boats.,
for human smugglers who families and children trav-  stopped short of calling that there are gaps in the | noting that “the U.S. Navy  the Navy said. They were
have no interest but their cling alone caught at the such immigrams. rcfugcch_ security vetung pnx:cm mulmclj._prm'ldca assis- plL‘kL'd up hj-. Nay y aircralt,
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