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MAVERICKS LOSE 

Hoy Boyson enjoys a beer as he talks with Julie Albers, bartender. Monday at Longhorn Steakhouse 

People line up early for 
LongHorn Steakhouse’s first day 

From staff reports 

Monday was a big doy 
for those wanting their steak 
done a little differently 
LongHorn Steakhouse 

opened its doors, giving fans 
of red meat another choice in 
Midland. Located in the Mid 
land Park Mall parking lot, 
LongHorn Steakhouse joins 
a list of chain steak restau 
rants with Midland locations 
including Texas Roadhouse 
Logan's Roadhouse, Salt 
grass Steakhouse, Outback 
Steakhouse and Cattle Baron 
Steak & Seafood 

People were lined up even 
before the scheduled 3 p.m 
opening, looking to be the 
first in the city to try the new 

est addition to the restaurant 
scene 

LongHorn Steakhouse will 
employ between 85 and 90 
people, according to Manag 
ing Partner Mike Watts, and 
the restaurant can seat be 
tween 160 to 180 customers 
inside its 5 850-square-foot 
restaurant. Other LongHom 
locations in Texas include 
Lubbock, Amarillo, San 
Antonio and Austin 

Shortly before the restau 
rant opened, Watts talked to 
the Reporter- Telegram and 

320,000 readers in print and online 

Tim Fischer/Reporter- Telegram 

By Alex Veiga 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Shoppers braving the mall 
this holiday season may notice more that's new 
than the day's discounts. 
Many mall owners are spending billions to add 

more upscale restaurants and bars, premium 
movie theaters with dine-in options, bowling alleys 
and similar amenities. Some have tumed swaths 
of space that previously housed department stores 

over 10 health clubs and grocery stores. Others 
are undergoing no less than 8 ground-up transfor. 
mation to make room for ofice space. hotels and 
apartments. 
The trend has been gaining traction as the 

companies that operate malls look for ways to 
keep people coming in at a time when Macy's, 
Sears and other big department store chains have 
shuftered hundreds of stores and consumers 
increasingly opt to shop st Amazon.com and other 
e-commerce sites. 

Please see MALLS/MA 

what patrons can expect 
Watts said he will be leading 
operations in 
Midland for at least two years 
afer being recruited from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

MRT: With 2 percent 
unemployment how hard 
was it 10 find workers for the 
restaurant” 
Mike Watts: | think 

staffing was challenging to 
a point. We had tons of appli 
cants we were able to screen 
very thoroughly. We were 
staffed up in the amount of 
time we wanted 10 be staffed 
up. That allotted time for 
proper training. | would say 
that on a scale of | to 10, it 
was probably a § 

MRT: Was the 

construction, setting up and 
staffing of this restaurant 
much different than other 
markets? 
Mike Watts: Construction 

always has its ups and downs 
and different codes and dif 
ferent guidelines. It was just 
like normal, some ups and 
downs 

MRT: LongHom Steak 
house is located in the park 
ing lot at Midland Park Mall 
and parking looks as though 
it could be tight. Will location 
be an issue? 
Mike Watts: | don't think 

it will be an issue. | know 
that during the holiday season 
parking will be tight. It is 
something that we have had 
to deal with for a couple days 
just having guests come and 

Price of of 

$57.16 v $0.14 
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park with us and with people 
going to the mall. | think after 
the holidays are over, parking 
won't be much of an issue at 
all. Most of the most parking 
lot behind me is empty 90 
percent of the time 

MRT: What will make 

LongHorn Steakhouse a 
unique experience, especially 
for those who enjoy steaks? 
Mike Watts: The quality 

Our steaks are fresh, never 
frozen, so when you get a 
fresh-never-frozen steak that 
will change the quality drasti- 
cally. You are getting aged 
beef, properly maintained, 
boldly seasoned and grilled to 
perfection. When it is grilled 

Please see LONGHORNMA 

Word of the Day: 
juxtapose 
Do you know what 1 
masa? Find out he 
defniton on Page JA 

Energy industry 
confronts 
NAFTA 
doldrums 
By James Osborne 

Houston Chronicle 

President Donald Trump sent shock 
waves through the Texas business world 
when he opened up the North American 
Free Trade Agreement for renegotiation 
four months ago 
Would he tear up the deal? Would he 

imperil what for many is a lucrative cross 
border trade between Texas and Mexico” 

But so far developments have been slow 
in coming, with government officials an 
nouncing that otiations would extend 
through at least end of March 
“Most people think this is going to take 

a while,” said Chet Thompson, president 
of the American Fuel & Petrochemical 
Manufacturers, which represents a num 
ber of Texas refineries. “You have the 
Mexican election and the U.S. midterms 
to contend with. This could easily go 
through 2018." 

Texans in Washington are left trying to 
figure out what the White House is trying 

Please see NAFTA 2A 

DPS: Two 

dead after 

collision 

on SH 158 
From staff reports 

Two people died Saturday afternoon in 
a two-vehicle collision on State Highway 
158, four miles cast of Midland, accord 
mg to the Texas Department of Public 
Safety 
Orlando F. Oviedo, 24, of Rio Grande 

City and Diego Pena, 24, of Roma died at 
the scene after their Nissan Versa struck 
the rear of a truck tractor that was towing 
a semi-trailer, according to the DPS press 
release 

The truck tractor was traveling west on 
SH 158 and began to slow down to make 
a left turn. Ovesdo failed to control his 
vehicle's speed and struck the rear of the 
semi-trailer, according to the release 
Oviedo and Pena were not wearing seat 

belts 
The truck driver was wearing a seat 

belt and was not injured 
The men are the 40* and 41" persons to 

die on roads inside Midland County this 
year, according to Reporter- Telegram re 
cords. This year will go down among the 
deadliest year on inside Midland 
Soouniy, goin back tn at ledut 2014 when 
there were 44 fatalities. Last year, there 
were 18. In 2015, there were 30, 

This fatality accident was the second 
this month. A 29-year-old Pinedale, 
Wyorhing, man on Dec. 9 in a two- 
vehicle wreck at the intersection of Busi- 
ness Interstate 20 and South Loop 250. 

Brought to you dally by 



Texas with visitation begin- 
ning at 1:00pm. Burial will 
be , December 21, 

ber 26, 1933 10 JH. "Skeet" 
and Faye Floyd Mace in 
Dalhart, Texas and moved to 

graduated a year carly from 
Eldorado High School where 
she was a cheerleader and 
Valedictonan of her class 
She then attended Texas | 
Tech University. lretta 
married Albert L. Stanford, a 
petroleum engineer, also 

| from Eldorado, on June 6, 

“Casey” Garren 
Casaundra Coradell 

“Casey” Jones Garren, of | 
Midlaxd Texas passed from | 
this life at the age of 47 on 
December 15. 2017. The 
family will receive guests 
from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm, 

Wednesday, December 20, 
2017 at Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home m 
Midland Funeral services 
will be at 2:00 pm Thursday 
December 21, 2017 at 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Chapel with Rev Corey 
Brand officiating A recep 
tion will follow the service at 
The Branch at NPW 
Cascy was bon m Sher- 

man TX to CA and Bettye 
Jones on August 7. 1970 She 
attended S&S from Kinder 
garten thru 9th grade and 
then moved to Maud, Okla- 
homa with her parents and 

graduated hgh school m 
1988 Casey mamed her gh 
school sweetheart Larry 
Garren on September | 
198% They celebrated 29 

years of mamage this year 

Casey was always very proud 

of her children and ber 
hushand. she was an amazing 
mother to her children and 
others that came into her life 
Cascy 1s survived by her 
loving husband Larry Garren 

of Midland, daughter Kaley 
Garren, son Jordy Garren and 
wife Puge. five grandchil 
dren. She 1s preceded in 

death by her mother Bettye 

Jones. and her father Clayns 

Jones 
Arrangements are under 

the direction of Nalley-Pickle 

& Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Midland. On- 
line condolences can be 
made at www npwelch com 

Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home 
& Crematory 
432) 550-5800 

iretta Faye Mace 
Stanford 

Iretta Faye Mace Stanford 
84, of Midland passed away 
Saturday, December 16, 2017 | 
mn Midland. Funeral service | 
celebrating her life will be 
2:00 ‘ednesday, Decem 
ber 20, 2017 at the North 
western Baptist Church, 1901 
Mockingbird Lance, Midland, 

From 1A 

to accomplish 
What has many corporate leaders wor 

ried is U.S. Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer's focus on a provision within 
NAFTA that allows companies that feel 
they have not been treated fairly by a host 
government to take their claims before an 
independent tribunal 
The US 

energy sector is open to 
oil executives are among NA 

Chamber of Commerce main 
tains the provision is critical to protecting 
U.S. investments abroad. And 
ing the billions US. oil companies are 
readying to invest in Mexico now that its 

1953; they were married for 
64 years 

Iretta was a homemaker 
and clementary school teach- 
er in Louisiana and also in 
Midland where she retired 
after 23 years. She was very 

| artistic and enjoyed sewing 
and crafting lretta loved 
attending sporting cvents 
especially when any of her | 
children or grandchildren 
were involved and always 
cheered on the Red Raiders 
She found great joy in her 
family and loving and caring 
for them 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her grandson 
Chris Stanford. and her 
daughter-in-law Connie 
Stanford. She 1s survived by 
her husband Al, sister Paula 
and her husband Dr. Harlan 
Fisher, daughter Faye 
Phillips and her husband 
Brad, son Dr. Jim Stanford 
son Mike Stanford and his 
wifc Mary, and son Paul 
Stanford. Grandchildren in 
clude Brian Phillips and his 
wife Chene, Cara Waits and 
her husband Michael 
Geoffrey Stanford, Sarah 
Hatstat and her husband 
Bobby. Brady Stanford and 
his wife Anna, Tracy 
Stanford, Joey Stanford. Nick 
Stanford and fiancée 
Kaitlynn Smith. Great grand 
children include Foster and 
Jack Phillips and Michaela 
Waits 

Iretta will always be m our 
hearts. because that 1s where 
she 1s still alive 

In heu of flowers, the fam- 
ly requests donations to the 
ALS Association Louisiana 
Mississippi 
(webla alsa org) or the chan 
ty of your choice 

Arrangements arc under 
the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
&Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Midland On 
line condoiences can be 
made at www npwelch com 

Aialley-Pickle & Welch 
funeral Home 
& Crematory 

Philips 
James "Jimny" Phillips 

69, of Midland passed away 

2017 surrounded by his 

family. Funeral services will 
be held on Wi 3 
December 20, 2017 at 11:00 
am at Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Chapel in Midland 
Jimmy was bom on June 

29, 1948 10 Mary Alice and 
James A. Phillips in 
wil , NC. Jimmy was 
career Military and served 
two tours in Vietnam after re- 
tirement, he then served as 
Midlands Veteran Services 
Officer. But his true calling 
might have been entertain- 
ment. He discovered music 
carly and was 
records almost he 
could walk. He later shared 
with other music lovers host- 
i the Blues Nest on 
KOCV. He was a walking 
encyclopedia of masic, facts 
and trivia. His iTunes playlist 

| contamed songs from over 
8,000 albums. His love of 
fast and classic cars ran a 
close second and he was an 

| avid NASCAR fan. He had 
an infectious lsugh and loved 
spinning yams and telling 
jokes. He was, in fact, quite | 

the entertainer 
He is survived by his wife 

Sherry Phillips; sister 
Deborah Downs; sons, 
Jonathan Phillips, Anthony | 
“Bryan” Philips. James 
“Alex” Phillips Ill (Kim): 
and stepson, Chnstopher 
Cooper (Susan) 
children, Alexa, James IV 
Austin, Jonathan Jr. Justin, 
Joseph and Jacob Phillips 
canine companion, Katya 

who stayed devotedly by his 
side 

He 1s preceded in death by 
his parents 

In lieu of flowers the 
family suggests memonals be 
donated 10 Hospice Midland 
and any local SPCA 

Arrangements arc under 
the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Midland On 
hone condolences can be 
made at www npwelch com 

& Crematory 
(432) $50.50 

Chapter 

i 

Kermit Keiso 
| Lowts 
| Kermit Kelso Lewis, 83 of 
| Midland, Texas was bom on 
March 28, 1934, in Midland, | 

on Saturday, December 16, | Texas. On the moming of | 
December 16, 2017 he left 

market for U.S. natural gas producers, at 
the same time refineries along the Gulf 
Coast rely on crude from Mexico and 

. in W 

“We hope 
§ tactics,” 

investors, 

A's big- 

Canada to operate 
But Trump is ridi 

cism within the Ri 
cratic parties on free-trade deals that 
many see as giveaways to multinational 
corporations at the expense of the domes- 
tic workforce 
But just how far he is willing to go re- 

mains an open question among 

some of this is just negotiat- 
said 

increasing skepti 
ican and Demo- 

grand- | 
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cotton. He relished in hus 
moming ritual of opening the 
Coop so that the carly birds 
could enjoy thew moming 
coffee in a seat at the “round 
table of knowledge * 
He is preceded mn death by 

wife Frances Lewis, parents. 
stepfather Bill Roush, and 
daughter mn law Shelly 
Lewis 
He 1s survived by his three 

children Perry Lewis and his 
children Ben, Blair, and 
Bryce Lewis of Midland 
Kim and husband Tony 
Foster and ther children 
Kelsey, Kade. and Kourtney 
Foster all of Midland 
Tammy and husband Kevin 
Shelton and daughter Mollie 
Shelton of Abilene, Texas 
his stepmother Teresa Lewts 
of Rising Star, sisters Kay 
and husband Jerry Prosser of 
Mansfield, Sharon and 
Ronme Bond of Cross Plains, 
and brother Randy Lewis of 
Rising Star He 1s also 
survived by a number of 
meces and nephews 

Pallbearers include Doug 
Boone, George Hargrave 
Ricky Raley Andy 
Schumann, Jody Schumann 
and Scott Shirley 

There will be a visitation 
on Tuesday, December 19 
2017 from 6 to 8 p.m at Ellis 
Funeral Home A Funeral 

| Service will be held in the 
| Elis Funeral Home Chapel 
on Wednesday, December 
20, 2017 ot | pm. Burial will 
follow at Resthaven Memon 
al Park 

In lieu of flowers the fam 
ly has asked that you make 
donations to Hospice of Mid 
land, 911 W. Texas Ave 
Midland, Texas 79701 or 
your favorite charity 

| Online condolences may | 
be offered st 

| www ellisfunerals com 

Ellis Funeral Home 
Funerals & Cremations 

Oo) Samm 

hited by 330 PA 
irr pitino 

| Wanda Hill 

School and the University of 
Oklahoma At OU she 
joined the Chi Omega Sorori- 
ty. and was a lifelong mem- 
ber of the organization. She 

| met her husband of 61 years 
at a XO mixer before World | 

| War Il. During the war while 
Bob served overseas 
Margaret volunteered at 

| Tinker Air Force Base mak- | 
mg meals for young pilots 
training for the war effort 
They were mamed in 1945 
after the war 

Margaret and Bob moved 
to Midland in 1951 and 
raised five children here 
They were blessed with 12 
grandchildren and 14 great 
grandchildren. Margaret was 
the ultimate mother, grand 
mother and grandmoth- 
er. Her family was the most 
important thing in her life 
She was always available for 
them and there were few 
times in her life when she did | 
not have some of her family 
around her. She was a very 
fun lady who enjoyed life, 
traveling, and card games 

Margaret and Bob joined 
Holy Trinity 
Church when they moved to 
Midland, and they were 
members of the church for 
over fifty years. Margaret 
was involved in many chan 
table organizations in 
Midland, and she was very 

concerned about the needs of | 
others 

Margaret had many, many | 
friends, and foremost among | 
them in her later years was 
Berenice Gomez, who helped 
her in the home and was a | 
wonderful companion. An- 
other great companion was | 

| Sandra Reynosa who spemt 
many hours with Margaret in 
the cvenings. She was also 

| helped greatly by caregivers 
from Nurses Unhimited and 

| most particularly by Diane 
Faith 

Darlene Wilson, 
Ratliff, Bob Anglin 

Farusa 

would also like 10 thank 
Cindy Manley and Hospice | 
of Midland for the care and 

Episcopal | 

Frances | 
and 

The family | 

Betty Meldrum, 81 of Mid 
land, passed away on Decem- 
ber 16, 2017. There will be a 
memorial service at Solid 
Rock Fellowship on Wednes- 
day, December 20. 2017 at 

| 4:00pm 

Faye Hawidns 
Faye Hawkins, 88 of 

Midland, passed away on 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 
in Midland. The family will 

| receive friends on Tuesday 
December 19. 2017 from 
500-700PM at Nalley 
Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home in Midland Funeral 
services will be held on Wed 
nesday, December 20, 2017 
at J00PM at First Baptist 
Church Chapel in Midland 
Burial will follow a 
Resthaven Cemetery 

She is survived by her 
children, Steve Hawkins and 

Sara Draper 

Herbert “Hoot” 

Herbert "Hoot™ Martin, #% 
of Big Spring, passed away 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 
Memonal services will be 
held at 4:00 pm, Thursday 
December 21, 2017 at First 

| Baptist Church Chapel in 
Midland All floral ammange 
ments may be delivered to 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu 

Reyes Chacon  Viscamo 
65 of Midland, passed away 
on Sunday December 17 
2017 

He us survived by his 
daughter, Diana Lucio and 
three sons,  Reymundo 
Viscaino, Auden Viscaino 
and Jesse Viscaino, three 
brothers and four sisters 



WORD OF THE DAY 
brought 9 you dally by 

Juxtapose 
[juhk-stuh-pohz, 
juhk-stuh-pohz) 

verb 
1. to place close 

together or side 
by side, especially 

for comparison or 
contrast. 
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W How can | submit an 
obituary? obits@mn com 
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Circulation 688.2700 
Advertising 687 8806 

CUSTOMER 
SERVICE HOURS | 

Wontny Steg § 4m Ap» 

on TDI 1 pons ren 
J rs cot aviv ny Suny wn. 4 

a ca Se. | FL 0 dy rd a i I aie 
hy ep — | 

Cereb Be row Sey | 
Rd ——— Ce LL LL 
HOME DELIVERY | 

AN supncrpons 
in advance 

| rem mh 
| 0 47 pw wo 
| ——— 
Lp 

rr — 
"OT pr — 
Sunt Sy Tt 

<a 7 
aad He — 

Watt roles — Ofer USA 
29 p- w— 

tS 2 — 

This date in 
Midland history 
On Dec. 19, 1998, he Loe High 

School football team trounced San 
Antonio MacArthur, 54-0, in Irving's 
Texas Stadium 1 win the frst of 
ree straight Class SA state football 
championships. 

Things to do 
Palos Clb Painting, 9 a.m to 

noon, Paletie Club. 907 W. Wadley 
Ave. palefieciubmidiand com 

Watercolor art classes by 
Sara Drescher, 10 am and 6 p.m 
Arts Council of Midland, 1508 W. 
nos Ave. To register. emall sara @ 

com, 
Bridge game play. 1 pm. 

for ages 210 6 and thew caregivers. 
4:30 p.m, Midland County Public 

Library Centennial branch, 2503 W 
Loop 250 N. 
0 Downtown Family Game Might 

with 3 variety of Classic and new 
board games, 4:30 p.m. Midland 
County Public Library downtown 
branch, 301 W. Missouri Ave 

Bingo, 8 pm Tall City VPW 

14, 4915 SW Loop 250 N. $17.28 
fathomevents. com 
8 Two-Doler Tuesdays with he 

same price for games. shoes, select 
beers and arcade card after 8 p.m 
S320 W. Loop 250 N. bowlero com 
1 Verry-achi Christmas” with 

Marsch Sof de Mexico de Jose 
Homandez, 8 pm. Wagner Noe! 
Pertorming Arts Center, 1310 N 
Farm-o-Market Road 1788 $29 50 

$45.50 org 
0 Karaoke with AL 8pm Your 

Place. 3704 W Wall St 
8 Karaoke and pool tournament 

at The Lone Star Bar. 621 W Wail 51 

Holiday Event 

Triple Chance: 13182423 
042455 

Note: Bigar s Stars is haved 
wn the degree of your sun at 
birth The sigm name is simply 
a label astrologers put on a set 
of degrees for convenience For 
best reswits. readers should refer 
10 the dates following each sign 

A baby born today has » Sun 

in Artes and a Moon in Sagit 
(ars 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Tuoesday, Dec. 19, 2017 

This your you open up to new 
ideas and lear to listen 10 your 

sixth sense. You will re 
the of ex) 
your circle of friends. With tha 
expansion comes the realize 
tion of at least one long-term 
dream. If you are single, you 
could meet The One sometime 
this year Don’t settle, you will 

TODAYINMIDLAND 

Very Merry Midland Reindeer 
Games, 58.30 pm Tuesday Sets 

day, 303 W. Wal St The event down 
town features Santa's Workshop. © 
skating. gant human snow globe ive 

holiday window displays and a ren 
deer exhibit Free admission but $6 
for skating and snow globe photos. 

Doyourcity us 

Dome Shows 

B® “0 My Backyard” dome show 
noon. Tuesdays- Saturdays in Decem 

Texas Two Step: 413.21.32 
88 20 

Al or Nothing morning: 2-3 
4579131416182028 
Al or Nothing dey: 34.568 

FIT NR2BM 

All or Nothing evening. 1 3-5 
810-11-12-17-18-19.21.2¢ 

AN or Nothing night: 4.6.9 

1418171819201 2 

os Fava. 

ber Blakemore Planetarium, 1705 W 

Missour Ave. museurmsw ory 

® “Str of Bethishem™ dome 
show. 2 pm Tuesdays Saturdays 
nd 3pm Sundays December 
Blakemore Planetarium, 1708 W 
Missour Ave museumew org. 

Memorial Dedication 

Show of Support wit dedicate 
5 “Show of Support Hero Plazs” at 
noon Wednesday at 6 Desta Drive 

Weather 

High 66 

Low 3 
Normal high 58 
Normal low 

Dec. 18% records 
Record high: 78 set in 
1939 

Record low: 12 set in | 

Precipitation 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Month total 
Year total 1 

Normal total 

(year to date) 

Winds 
Average: 5 & mph 
Wind speed: 10 mph 
Gust speed: 16 mph 

Dec. 19 forecast 
High: 63 

996 

0.00 n 
0.00 n 
036 in 

Om 

1436 m 

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram 

The Midland Farmers Market hosted Winter Market on Saturday at the Museum of 
the Southwest. Between November and March, the market operates two 
Saturdays a month. For the schedule, visit midlanddowntownfarmersmarket.com. 

The memorial honors the four 

veterans who ded and the others 
who were injured when & rain ht » 
Show of Support parade flost on Nov 
15 2012 

Large Hem pickup 

For residential customers, he ofty 
of Midand will pick up funiture and 
applances at no additional charge 
These tems must be placed in he 
ley in he oly nght-of-way. he city 
wil not gO OMD private property 

Do not place your fem next 10 the 
Dumpster: 1 needs 10 be behind your 

home. in he alley. These larger tem 
colections must be scheduled wilh 

he Sold Waste Division. Please 
call 432-685-7278 to schedule this 
sorace 

Stay Connected 

Web mt.com 
Twiler Omwinews 

Facabook: facebook com Thee 
porter Telegram 

Forecast for Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Low: 19 

Conditions: Partly sunny 

during the day/clear at night 

Winds: 5-10 mph during 

the day and night 

©2017 AceviWasther me 
Chance of rain: 30 percent 

chance during the day 
Sunrise 744 am 
Sunset S48 pm 

Sowrve Namonal Weather Service 

The stars show the kind of day vou Il have: S-dymamic. 4-positive; 3-average: 2-so-so. |-difficult 

*RRRR A partner soem lo 
be less generous in several ways, 
not just financially You will 

need to come to an understand 
ing about what ails this person 
Instiste » conversation, but know 
that he or she might be able to 
explain only so much Tonight: 
Spend quality time with » dear 

friend 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
*& #& Others tend to dom: 

nate You might find that an 
associate wants your stiention 
Understand that this person will 
need some long-term 
2s he or she transforms his or 
attitude. Be sure that you want 
this type of experience before 
leaping in. Tonight: Listen well 

LEO 13-Aug 12) 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
hdd You smile 
expresses a satisfied mood. You 
have put yourself on the line 10 
achieve as much as you can, and 
you have met the bar Reach 
owt 10 8 child or loved one who 
might need some of your help 
You'll express the holiday sprit 
10 the fullest Towight Put on 
me music 

SAGITTARIUS (Nev. 22 
Dec. 21) 
RR You sense 8 new 

resilience within you, though 
you'll choose not 10 express it 
Someone might want to prich in 
and help you with your holiday 

her as well. Tonight: Get some 
Rand R 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 12-Jan. 

L) 
wha # A friend clues you 

in to what could be a perfect 
soenano for you to act out with » 
loved one. Be sure to thank this 

AQUARIUS (Jun. 20-Feb. 
n 
wd You might feel as if 

days. You don’t want 10 upset 
someone who isn't as upbeat as 
you sre. Tombght Wrap some 
pifts, or bake your favorite 
covkion 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
wha ad You can't help but 

ero in on the right course of sc 
ton 10 take Trust your intuitive 
abilities. and follow through on 
those moments of inspiration 

A mecting or get-together will 
make you smile, as others seem 
ext enthusiastic. Tonlght: 
Make time for a holiday concert 

BORN TODAY 
Thusionist Criss Angel 
(1967), sctress Jennifer Beals 
(1963), actress Alyssa Milano 
am 



Federal judge retires 
as he faces accusations 

from women 
By SUDHIN THANAWALA 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO —- The sexual mis 
conduct allegations that have cut a swath 
through Congress brought down a promi- 
nent member of the judicial branch Monday 
with the resignation of Alex Kozinski, a 
federal appeals court judge known for his 
blunt and colorful legal opinions. 

Kozinski, a 67-year-old member and 
former chief judge of the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, the nation's largest fed 
eral appeals court, said in a statement that 
a battle over the accusations would not be 
good for the judiciary. He retired, effective 
immediately 

The move came days after the 9th Circuit 
opened a misconduct inquiry following the 
first in a pair of Washington Post stories that 
said 15 women — some of whom worked 
for him as law clerks or in other positions 

accused him of groping them, making lewd 
comments or showing them pornography 

Kozinski, who was known to have a 
bawdy side well before his resignation, said 
that while speaking in a “candid way” with 
male and female clerks, he “may not have 

been mindful enough of the special chal- 
lenges and pressures that women face in the 
workplace.” 

“It grieves me 10 lear that | caused any 
of my clerks to feel uncomfortable; this 
was never my intent,” he said. “For this | 
sincerely apologize.” 
The 9th Circuit hears cases from nine 

Western states, inc California and 
Arizona, and has been bitterly criticized by 
President Donald Trump following rulings 
that blocked his travel ban against mostly 
Muslim countries. 
Some legal ex said Kozinski's 

resignation may the judiciary avoid an 
drawn-out investigation that 

would damage its reputation and potentially 
imperil its independence. Federal j are 
appointed for life and can be removed only 
by impeachment by Congress. The goal is to 
maintain judicial independence by prevent 
ing the easy removal of judges for unpopu 
lar decisions 

“I take him at his word that he probably 
understood that this could be very detrimen 
tal to the federal judiciary and to individuals 
mn the judiciary and his colleagues.” said 
Carl Tobias, a professor at the University of 
Richmond School of Law 

Pal Sakuma 

Judge Alex Kozinski, of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, gestures Sept. 22, 2003 in San 
Francisco. Krazinski announced his immediate retirement Monday. days after women alleged he 
subjected them ic inappropriate sexual conduct or comments. 

It was not clear whether the investigation 
of Kozinski by the judiciary will continue 
An email to a 9th Circuit spokesman was 
not immediately retuned 

Complaints against judges rarely result 
in their forced removal from the bench. But 
some federal judges have stepped down in 

recent years amid controversy 
Mark Fuller, a trial judge in Alabama, left 

the bench in 2015 following an 

fight in a hotel room in Atlanta; and Richard 
Roberts, the chief trial judge in Washing 
ton, D.C, retired on a medical disability on 

the same day in 2016 that a woman filed a 

lawsuit accusing Roberts of sexual assault 
mn 198] 

The son of Holocaust survivors from 
Romania, Kozinski was appointed to the 
appeals court in 1985 when he was in his 
mid-30s by Republican President Ronald 

Sarah Palin’s son charged 
with beating his father 

By Seema Mehta 
as Angeles Times (TNS) 

New details emerged 

Monday about the arrest 
of Track Palin, the cldest 
son of former Alaska Gov 

Sarah Palin, with charging 
documents saying he broke 
into his parents’ home 
and beat his father, who 
was brandishing a gun but 
refused to shoot 

Track Palin, 28, was 
arrested Saturday and 1s 
charged with first-degree 
burglary, fourth-degree 
assault and criminal 
mischief; he remains in 
custody. A court filing 
describes a chaotic scene 
at the family's home in 
Wasilla, Alaska, when 
Track Palin confromed 
his father over a truck he 
wanted 10 pick up 

His father, Todd Palin 
had told him not to come 
to the home because Track 
Palin had been drinking 
and tak ing fain medica 
tion, according to a sworn 
police affidavit and charg 
ing documents 

“Track told lum he was 
(going to) come anyway 
to beat his ass,” accord 
ng to an affidavit filed 
by Wasilla Police Officer 
Adam LaPointe 
When Todd Palin con 

fronted his son at the door 
with a pistol, the younger 
Palin broke a window 
and entered the house and 
started beating his father 
according to court filings 
Palin pushed his father 
to the ground and hit im 
repeatedly on the head, the 
documents say 

Sarah Palin, the 2008 
Republican vice Jrkiden 
tial nominee, cal plice 
at 8:30 p.m. and said her 
son was “freaking out 
and was on some type of 
medication.” 
When police amved, 

they saw Todd and Sarah 
Palin flecing the house in 
separate vehicles, Todd 
Palin with blood running 
down his face and Sarah 
Palin looking “visibly up- 
set,” the documents say 

Police confronted Track 
Palin in the residence. He 
called them “peasants” and 
told them to lay down their 
weapons, according to the 
documents. Eventually, 
Palin left the house and 
was placed in handcuffs 
He told police that when 

he arrived at the house, his 
father had his gun aimed at 

J. Kalytiak said if Palin 
remains in custody, his 

office must take the case 
to the grand jury within 
10 days. If Palin pays bail 
and 1s releasad, prosecutors 
will have 20 days to go 

before the grand jury 
An attorney for Sarah 

and Todd Palin declined 
comment on the case 

‘Given the nature of 
actions addressed .. by 
law enforcement and the 
charges involved, the Pal 
ns are unable to comment 
further,” John Tiemessen 
said in a statement. “They 
ask that the family’s priva 
cy is respected during this 
challenging situation just 
as others dealing with a 
struggling family member 
would also request 

Track Palin has had 
previous brushes with the 
law. In January 2016, le 
was arrested for allegedly 
punching his girlfriend at 
the same Wasilla home He 
pleaded guilty to possess 
ing a firearm while in 
toxicated, and took a plea 
deal that resulted in other 
charges being dismissed 
His girlfi later filed for 
custody of their child and 
sought a protective order 
against him 

At the time of that arrest 
Sarah Palin was campaign 
ing for then-candidate 
Donald Trump during 
the GOP primaries and 
caucuses. She alluded to 
her son’s arrest during a 
ca ign rally, suggesting 
that he suffered from post 
traumatic stress disorder 
after returning from a mili 
tary deployment in Iraq 

She described soldiers 
“who come home from the 
battlefield bringing new 
battles with them (and) 
coming back different than 
when they left for the war 
zone.” 
“When my own son is 

going th h what he 
goes through coming back. 
| can certainly relate to 
other families who feel 

these ramifications of 
PTSD,” she said, before 
blaming then-President 
Barack Obama for not 

respecting veterans 
During the 2008 pres: 

dential campaign, when 
Sarah Palin was Sen. John 
McCain's running mate, 
she frequently spoke of 
her son's service in the 
military. He was stationed 
in Iraq during most of the 
general election campaign 

Palin had been governor 
of Alaska for less than two 
years and was a relative 
unknown when she was 
thrust onto the national 
stage. The move eventu 
ally proved unpopular 
AMONg some conservatives | 

who questioned whether 
Palin had the experience 
and knowledge to be a 
heartbeat away from the 

presidency 
But Palin's folksy per 

sonality and colloquialisms | 
strongly resonated with | 
the party's base, and she 
became a powerful force in | 
national GOP politics fol 
lowing her and McCain's 
loss in 2008 
She resigned as governor 

the following year, but was 
a frequent presence in the 
media and on the campaign 
trail as a forceful critic 
of Obama and an early 
supporter of the tea party 
Palin sparred with the 
GOP establishment, and 

her endorsement swung 
Republican primary races 
and drew dollars 

She was the subject of 
several books as well as 
a documentary by Steve 
Bannon. She starred in a 
television show and flirted 
with a presidential run in 
2012. Her prominence has 
waned since then, but she 
remains a popular draw 
among socially conserva 
tive voters 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency, LLC 

allegation that he beat his wife during a 

FromiA 
“The mix of uses at our 

| malls is changing,” said 
Stephen Lebovitz, CEO of 
mall owner CBL Proper 
ties. “It’s becoming less 

| apparel and more dining. 
more entertainment, more 

| service, more fitness, 
| wellness the types of 

categories that are more 
| popular.” 

CBL, which owns and 
manages | 19 es, 

| including malls, outlets and 
| open-air retail centers, has 
| been adding more non 

retail tenants afler a wave 
| of retailer bankruptcies 
and store closures in 2015 
and this year, including at 
Gymboree, Payless Shoe 
Source and The Limited 

At its CoolSprings Gal 
leria mall in a suburb of 
Nashville, CBL has put 
in a bowling alley and an 
indoor trampoline park, 

| among other attractions. 
Lebovitz said the company 

| 1s also trying to add dine-n 
movie theaters with rechin 
ng seats. “It’s a nicer, more 
experience- focused type of 

LONGHORN 
From 1A 

to perfection and is a tender and juicy cut 
we feel 
knowledgeable 

is going 10 separate us 
from the competitors in the market 

of meat, that is somethin 
served with a smile and 
staff that we have 

MRT: What is the thing eughe who 
have never been to LongHorn 
should try that might surprise them? 
Mike Watts: A lot of people come to 

LongHorn Steakhouse — we have the 

Reagan. He is known as a libertarian 

use.’ 
Carving out space for 

movie theaters, videogame 
arcades and food courts 
isn’t a new strategy. What's 
noteworthy is the degree to 
which mall owners are now 
counting on tenants that 
sell experiences, rather than 
physical goods. The share 
of space occupied by non 
retail tenants at regional 
shopping malls reached 
nearly |3 percent last year, 
according to commercial 
real estate tracker CoStar 
It was 10.5 percent in 2012 

Since 2014, about 90 
large U.S. malls have 
invested more than $8 
billion in major renova 

tions, according to a study 
by commercial real estate 
firm JLL. Some 41 percent 
of the malls in the study 
spruced up their food and 
beverage offerings with an 
emphasis on restaurants 
that serve more vaned fare 
and, in some cases, alcohol 

“It was not that long ago 
that the food offerings in 
the traditional food court 
at shopping centers in the 
80s and ‘90s were really 

that 

indicator 

more about just giving you 
something to eat while you 
shop,” sasd James Cook, 
director of retail research 
at JLL. “Now the food and 
beverage is part of the at 
traction.” 

Westfield's Century 
City mall in Los Angeles 

has spent $1 billion to 

add more than 400,000 
square feet of retail space 
The renovation included 
a swanky outdoor dining 
plaza with gourmet res- 
taurants and cafes. It also 
added the first Eataly on 
the West Coast. The Italian 
food market, which houses 
a variety of restaurants, 
drew an average of 1,600 

people a day during its 
opening weekend 
The mall features a 

15-screen movie theater 
grocery store, fitness 
clubs and a health clinic 
Westfield also installed an 
events and entertainment 
space. Pop bands Fitz & 
the Tantrums and DNC 
took the stage at the mall's 
reopening gala in October 
and “The Nutcracker” bal 
let played more recently 

name steakhouse so they affiliate it as a 
steakhouse, our steaks are phenomenal 

but our chicken and seafood as well is 
fresh, never frozen, and the same quality 

that all-natural, fresh chicken 
that is so fresh and juicy and the salmon 

akhouse you fresh 
that has never been frozen but coming to 

10 have more of a 
fresh flavor Al we are a steakhouse 
all three of our proteins, chicken, fish and 
steak are phenomenal products 

as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ at 

St. Ann’s Catholic Church 

Sacrament of Penance 

1906 W. Texas Avenue 
Midland, Texas 
432-682-6303 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 
Advent Reconciliation Service at St. Ann's, 7:00 PM. 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 

Children's Christmas Mass 
with Children/Youth Choirs 

(Doors open at 4:00 PM.) 

Vigil Mass of Christmas - Bi-lingual 
Preceded by Carols at 7:30 PM. 

Choral Christmas Eucharist 
Preceded by Carols with combined 
Choirs & Brass at 10:30 PM. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Monday, December 28, 2017 

Mass for Christmas Day 

10:00 AM. 
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PBS slams Tavis Smiley after he says it 
made ‘a huge mistake’ dumping his show 
By Christie D’Zurilla 
Los Angeles Times (TNS) 

AY, vd 

employees, then struggled to 
recall the number of current 

with whom he has had 
sex,” the PBS said. 
“This contradicts his Facebook 
post from last week, where he 
cited only one previous relation- 
ship with 
Smiley said on IMA" that he 

found out he was being investi- 
only after he got calls from 

jormer staffers who were get- 
ting “strange phone calls asking 
strange questions.” That's when 
he lawyered up. 

“They were prepared to close 
this investigation without talk- 

when they did, talked to me 
for three hours they never told 
me who the accusers were, what 
the all ions were.” Quizzed 
as to wi it was important 

that he know the identity of his 
accusers, he said, yes, 50 he better 
answers any questions. 

ifformation 
— To appear in For Your Information call Paul Wiseman at 697-7468 or your Midland Reporter- Telegram account executive at 682-5311. 

Save 50 percent on Christmas decor this week at Flowerland! 

story straight,” a PBS spokesper- 
son said in a statement. The rep 
also confirmed the decision to 
keep Smiley's show on indefinite 

ion 
On “GMA" — where Smiley 

maintained his innocence while 
also admitting to “consensual” 
relationships with colleagues and 
an “intense” atmosphere 
production — he faulted PBS for 
not sharing the identities of his 
accusers during an investigation 
conducted by an outside law firm 

“Witnesses who have bravely 
come forward to speak with the 
independent investigators retained 
by PBS report a fear of retribution 

for speaking out. PBS stands by 
its decision to respect the ano- 
nymity of those who are afraid to 
come forward publicly. Additional 
allegations are continuing to come 
10 light since last week's an- 
nouncement,” the network spokes- 
person said. 

In response to Smiley's expla- 
nation that his company did not 

particularly where employment 
decisions may be linked to sex.” 

Last week on Facebook, Smiley 
said, “1 have the utmost respect 
for women and celebrate the 
courage of those who have come 
forth to tell their truth. To be clear, 
| have never coerced, or 
exposed if inappropriately 
to any colleague in my 
entire broadcast career, covering 
six networks over 30 years.” 
PBS on Monday noted conflicts 

between that post and his com 
ments on “GMA.” 
On the show, “Mr. Smiley 

acknowledged he has had multiple 
sexual encounters with his 

Tavis Smiley called out PBS 
on Monday for making what he 
calls “a huge mistake” when it 
stopped distributing his show over 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
against him 
“I'm going to do anything to 

protect my reputation,” Smiley 
said on “Good Moming Amer 
ca 

PBS didn't take the host's 
moming-show offensive sitting 
down 

“Tavis Smiley needs to get h 

where your heart's going to lead 
you,” PBS’s rep said the network 
was “certain that it should not lead 
to multiple sexual relationships 
between the owner of a company 
and subordinates over many years 

He who hesitates saves 
big! That's the lesson on fes- 
tive Christmas decorations 
at Flowerland 

Maybe you just discov 

ered that you're now the host 
for this year's family Chnst- 

and your holiday dec- mas 

orating needs a last-minute 
boost. Or perhaps you're 
looking ahead to next year. 
and want to save significant 
moncy in the process 

There are so many rea- 
sons to go by Flowerland 
this week and connect with 

your inner Santa. You'll still 
find him and some of his 
clves busy with those last- 
minute gift projects. There 
are still lots of sparklingly 
decorative omaments and 
decorations for you tree and 
for your home 

Special offer on gas logs this 

season at 
This is the season 
oming home. hight. 

ng ws 
and relaxing with farmly 

friends 

for 
SOME Warm gas 

hot chocolate and 

So 1f you don’t have 

gas logs or the ones you 
have are showing their age 

call Bill's 

all be 
tween now and Chiistmas 

1°11 get a special offer 
Owner Bill Rodriguez 

this 1s the ime to 
Fireplace If you ¢ 

wants you to have an top- 
juality Peterson gas log 

et. so he's ready to help 

ou With the purchase of 

1 log set, Bill will clean 
the firebox (not mcluding 

the chimney) and check 
the gas valve and connec- 
tions for leaks, at no extra 
haige And, of course 

he always offers complete 
service after the sale Pe- 
terson gas logs come with 

1» lifetime warranty 
Gas logs (and acces 

sores like fireplace screens 
and tools for anyone with 

a wood burning fireplace) 
cen make great gifis, even 
if there's not quite time 1c 

get them installed before 
the holiday The promise of 
gas logs can make her very 
happy at gift opening time’ 

If you have a wood 
burning fireplace, Bill is 
still the area’s longt 
expert on chimney 
ing For fire safety reasons 
vour chimney should be 
cleaned after every cord of 
wood you burn, depending 
on the type of wood. If you 
burn something soft like 
pe, it should be cleaned 
after every half cord 

Bill recommends every 
chimney have a cap on nt 
for several reasons. First 
it keeps out rain, sleet and 
snow-—whose moisture can 
rust the damper and make 
it operable. Second 
because it keeps critters 
out-—birds can build nests 
that clog the chimney, and 
squirrels. You do nor want 
a squirrel to fall down the 
chimney and get loose in 
vour home' Bill installs 
chimney covers that look 
great and protect your fire- 
place and chimney from all 
the risks listed above 

Celebrating SO years 
of fireplace and chimney 
crafismanship—40 years 

Cal Today for A PRET in-home 
Re 

www. ahi-texas.com 
432-550-7224 

Geta 
Call BI 

- 

Bill’s Fireplace 
REY 

firebox and a free check of your gas valve for leaks 
when you buy a Peterson gas log set. 
Here Bill Rodriguez displays two treasures: A 1969 
letter from Odessa’s William A Graham offering to 
sell Graham's business, The Home Store, to Bill; 
and a newspaper article telling how Bill and family 
are all involved in helping the community. 

as the owner of Bill's Fire 
place Center—Bill Rodn 
gucz has pleased hundreds 
of arca homeowners during 
that time, with an impres- 
sive number of repeat cus- 

tomers across generations 
now. He's ready to put his 
experience and integrity to 
work for you this season 

Not satisfied simply to 
do an outstanding job for 
customers, Bill feels that 
he and his entire family 
owe the community at 
large—so they volunteer 
n charitable organizations 
such as Casa de Amigos 

Safe Place and others 
A fireplace should be 

a place to relax and enjoy 

life. Call the experienced 
expert for repairs, chimney 

cleaning and for the instal- 
lation of warm, cozy gas 

logs. And get ready to relax 
in front of that fireplace! 

Bill s Fireplace Center 
is located at 1509 North 

Big Spring. Owner Bill 

Rodriguez has owned Bill's 

Firelace Cemter for 40 

vears Call Bill's at 682 
5157 

Tues Sat |Oam-5 A0pm 

2306 W. Michigan 
Across from 

ends Book Store 

This year, as always, 
Flowerland's Chief De- 
signer, Chris Collum, 
AIFD, TMF, has reached 
new heights with the most 
amazing selection of Christ 
mas you'll find anywhere 
While his decorating is the 
ultimate, you can choose 
your own favorite colors and 
designs, picking them right 
off the tree like low-hanging 
fruit if you want 

His designs are always 
spectacular because Chris 
spends the year gathering 
the brightest ideas for your 
home's holiday décor. No 
question, you've gof fo see 
what hes found this year’ 
Evervihing on the trees and 
on display anywhere in the 
showroom is available for 
you to purchase for your 
own home or for gifts =t 50 
percent off the list price 

Friends and family will 
be asking you, “Where did 
you get these beautiful deco- 
rations? These are amaz- 
ing!" So it's up to you to 
decide whether to fess up 

You can browse among 
the classic colors of red 
and green, or soak up the 
more reflective designs in 
gold and silver. Woodland 
creatures gaily dressed in 
holiday regalia are ready to 
greet you when you do 

Plus the most tradition- 
al—Joseph, Mary, Baby Je- 
sus and the animals around 
the manger are on hand as 

Bill’s Fireplace Center 
| 59 Years Experience + Sees & Service All Work Guaranteed 
CALL NOW for your Fireplace Cleaning & Maintenance 

1 4 commey sweer 
[] * RAIN CAPS 

+ FIREPLACE REPLACEMENT 
| + L0G LIGHTERS 

voasvaves | 
+ CHANEY CAP 3 
+ GAS LOGS 

5 
13 682-5157 % 1509 N. Big Spring § 

Master Plumber #771) - Since 1977 
[| SS EEE 

ORIENTAL . 200 
Rug Cleaning 

Aire 

Professional In-Plant 

Refringing 

Rug Pad 
Moth Treatment 

Cleaning & Restoration 550-8325 
Holman Padgett 
Certified Rug Speciaiist NubEes 
Trustworthy, Caring, Professional 

(432) 618-1818 

well 
Stop in just to breathe in 

the joy of the holiday--and 
take home a special for your 
self or as a gift 

It’s what the scason is 
all about! 

Flowerland is located 
at 413 Andrews Highway in 
Midland. The phone member 
is 682-1634. Flowerland is 

an FTD and Teleflora flovist 
Their web address is www 

floweriandmidland. com 
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Congratulations to president for winning a war 
8 The uber-hawks and biased jour- 
nalists among us should take note 
that the war against ISIS was won 

here is nothing more characteristic 
of the Trump era, with its fire hose 
of misinformation, scandal and 

hyperbole, than that America and its allies 

recently managed to win a war that just 
two years ago consumed headlines and 
dominated political debate and helped 
Donald Trump get elected president - and 

somehow nobody seemed to notice 
| mean the war against the Islamic State, 

whose expansion was the defining foreign 
policy calamity of Barack Obama's sec 
ond term, whose executions of Americans 

made the U.S. look impotent and whose 

utopian experiment drew volunteers 
drunk on world-historical ambitions and 

metaphysical dreams. Its defeat was begun 
under Obama, and the hardest fighting 
has been done by Iraqis — but this was 

an American war 100, and we succeeded 
without massive infusions of ground 
troops, without accidentally getting into a 
war with Russia, and without inspiring a 
huge wave of terrorism in the West 

Why haven't we noticed this success” 

One reason is the nature of our victory 

As Max Abrahms and John Glaser wrote 

recently in the Los Angeles Times, the 
defeat of the Islamic State didn’t hap 
pen the way many foreign policy hawks 

envisioned. because it didn't require also 

Ross 
DOUTHAT 

New York Times News Service 

going to war with Bashar al-Assad or 
creating a new Synan opposition army 
At the same time, it happened more casily 
than intervention skeptics feared - so 
there isn't a pundit chorus, right or left, 
ready to claim vindication in the victory 
Other reasons for the lack of attention 

are suggested by National Review's David 
French, in a piece that helped inspire this 
one: a war-weary assumption that if you 
crush one terrorist group another just 

springs up (true to a point, but crushing 

an ambitious terrorist state is still a real 

achievement); a popular appetite for bad 
news that leaves little room for celebrating 

victory; and the inability of Trump to take 

credit for anything without immediately 
finng up some unrelated controversy 

But this is also a press failure, a case 

where the media is not adequately report 
ing an important success because it does 
not fit into the narrative of Trumpian 

disaster in which our journalistic entities 

are all invested 
1 include myself in this indictment. For 

eign policy is the place where the risks of 

r 

north Midland 

OUR VIEW 

Recipe for winning 
local elections 

isn’t complicated 
ast weekend we read about the road bond campaign that 

dominated high-voter regions of town, including central and 

As we look back at the election, the road bond campaign didn't 

re-invent or change the dynamics of local politics in id 
organizers had a solid message about an urgent need, Saimpaigned 

10 the entire community and let the facts speak for themselves 

People needed to know exactly what was on the ballot, and of 

ficials report there were 72 presentations around town for anyone 

who cared enough to attend one And in the end. campaign officials 

were successful, whereas those involved with the tax ratification 

election in October 2016 and the 4B election in May failed 
Case in point: The road bond election lost six of 23 precincts 

That was a 180-degree turn compared to what was experienced 

during the previous two local elections. The TRE won just one of 

45 precincts and the 4B clection captured five of 15 
In reviewing these local elections, we also learned that those 

supporting local tax elections will have friendly precincts (204, 205 

and 403 in central and north Midland come to mind) and those they 

and. The 

electing Trump seemed to me particularly 
unac: , and I've tended to focus on 
narcatives that fit that fear, from the risk 
of regional war in the Middle East to the 
perils in our North Korean brinksmansh 
Those fears are still reasonable. But al 

punditry is provisional, and for now, the 
administration's approach to the 

Middle East has been moderately suc- 
cessful, and indeed close to what | would 
have hoped for from a normal Republican 
president following a realist-international- 
1st course. 

In particular, Trump has avoided the 
temptation often afflicting Republican 
uber-hawks, in which we ‘re supposed to 
fight all bad actors on 16 fronts at once 
Instead, he's slow-walked his hawkish 
instincts on Iran, tolerated Assad and 
avoided dialing up tensions with Russia 
The last issue 1s, of course, entangled with 
the great collusion debate — but it’s still 

a good thing that our mini-cold war has 
remained relatively cool and we aren't 

strafing each other over Syna 
The Saudi war in Yemen remains a 

humanitarian catastrophe and our rela 
tionship with the House of Saud remains 

corrupt. But the war in Yemen was already 
an American-abetted disaster under 
Obama, and the Trump White House has 

at least called for Riyadh to lift its Yemen 
embargo and seen the new king promise 
some mild social and economic reforms 

And the Trump strategy on Israel and 

the Palestinians, the butt of many Jared 

Kushner jokes, seems ... not crazy? The 
relatively mild reaction to recognizing 
Jerusalem as Israel's capital may be a case 
study in expert consensus falling behind 
the facts; the Arab world has di 
concerns than it did in 1995, and Trump's 
move has helped clarify that cha 

Likewise, getting the Saudis to 
hard on the Palestinians, to float radical 
ideas for a supersized Gaza and & very 
Israel-friendly solution elsewhere, is as 

plausible an attempt to break the logjam 
as was the pressure Obama put on Israel 
The truth is that the specific two-state 
vision of the late 1990s was overtaken by 

events a while ago, and demonstrating 
that some Arab states are more amenable 
to accommodating Israel is a useful step 

toward diplomatic clarity 
The rule with this White House is that if 

you write in praise of anything it has done. 

something disastrous swiftly follows. So 

if this column conjures up a Saudi inva- 

sion of Lebanon, a renewed intifada, or 
something terrible in the Koreas —— well. | 
apologize in advance 

But if you had told me in late 2016 

that almost a year into the Trump era the 

caliphate would be all-but-beaten without 
something far worse happening in the 

Middle East, | would have been surprised 
and gratified So very provisionally, credit 

belongs where it's due — to our soldiers 

and diplomats, yes, but to our president as 
well 

THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN AN OOD STATEMENT A YEAR ASO 

Dems should be sad that Moore lost 
8 If Democrats were serious about com- 
peting in Alabama, they would not have 

will have to work harder to win over. Precincts 405 (around Lee 
High School), 407 (north of Wadley Avenue and west of Midland 

Drive) and 410 (northwest Midland) appear to be the toughest sells 

based on the 2017 tax elections. 
Those looking to ask the community for tax dollars in the future 

have data to pore over. Anyone running a campaign who has the 

community's best interest at heart better go through it. You can find 

out the areas of town where people vote, the areas where they don't 

vote, those precincts more tikely 10 support certain initiatives and 

those where the measures will be a tougher sell 

But in the end, anyone who looks at the road bond campaign ver 
sus previous elections knows the quality of the campaign matters, 

the quality of the message being delivered matters and the ability 

to connect with Midl matters. Remember all those people 

who said fewer Midlanders voting means ar item has a better 

chance of passing” 2017 didn't confirm their theory 

The same can be said of 2012, 2009, 2005, 2003, 2001 and 1999 

Prope tax or sales tax, large voter turnout or small, we saw 

Midlanders support passage of tax elections during those years 
a good campaign and better That brings us back to this adage 

message will win elections 
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nominated a pro-abortion extremist in one 

of the most pro-life states in the country 

oor Al Franken. The Minnesota Democrat 

P= kicked to the curb by a party that, until 

a few months ago, not only turned a blind 

eye to sexual misconduct but also lionized serial 
predators such as Bill Clinton and Ted Kennedy 
So why was Franken a too far for Demo- 
crats” Because he stood in the way of their effort 

10 claim the “moral high ground” when Roy 
Moore was elected to the United States Senate 
Democrats were looking forward to spending 

the next year wrapping Moore around the necks of 
Republicans. They were gearing up for a Senate 
Ethics Committee investigation that would keep 
Moore in the spotlight for months and preparing to 
demand public hearings where his accusers cou 
be before the media. They were waiting 
with bated breath for the cavalcade of bigoted 
gaffes Moore would have made. They were look 
ing forward to seeing Republicans squirm, as they 
were forced to court an increasingly toxic Moore 
for his vote in a narrowly divi Senate. And 
they were ready to pummel Republicans when, 
in the end, the GOP-controlled Senate would fail 

knowing full well there was no 
for removing a senator from office for 

actions he allegedly committed decades ago, be- 
fore he was a senator, and that voters knew about 
before electing him. 

“Sen. Roy Moore, R-Ala.,” would have been 
the greatest Christmas gift Democrats could have 
wished for. Instead, Santa lefl them with a lump of 
coal. Moore isn't coming to Washington after all 
There will be rio fvestijation, no public hearings 
The voters of Ri Alabama, 
in their wisdom, decided that was not wor- 
thy to represent them in the United States Senate 
Roll tide! 
Of course, the idea that Democrats could have 

claimed moral superiority when xt comes to the 
sexual abuse of women was laughable to begin 
with. Just last year. Democrats gave Clinton - who 
faced credible allegations of rape and other sexual 
misconduct —— a hero's welcome at their conven- 

ion in Philadelphia. nominated Hillary 
Clinton, who rather than the women stood 
by her husband through the allegations, as their 

10 expel him 

MARC 
THIESSEN 

Special 10 the Washington Post 

standard-bearer. And just a few years ago, they 
named a Senate caucus room for Ted and John F 

Kennedy, both harassers as well 
Wat! the party of Clinton, Kennedy, Franken, 

Conyers, , Condit and countless others exco- 

riating anyone over sexual misconduct would have 
been rich indeed. But Moore's election would have 
given Democrats a credible pretext to do just that 
Instead, they got Doug Jones. Democrats never 
intended for Jones to win. After all, if they were 
serious about competing in Alabama, they would 
not have nominated a abortion extremist in 
one of the most pro-life states in the country 
Indeed, Jones would have lost easily Tuesday 
night if any Republican other than an alleged sex 
predator had been on the ballot. And he is virtually 

to lose his seat in 2020 
Democrats will take the benefits of 
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House GOP pushing 
$81B disaster relief 
for fires, hurricanes 

By Andrew Taylor 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON House Repub- 
licans plan to unveil an $81 billion 
disaster aid package to help hurricane- 
ravaged communities and states hit by 
wildfires, almost double the amount 
requested by President Donald Trump 
last month 

The emergency aid would provide 
$26 billion for community develop 
ment block grants, which would help 
Florida, Texas and the Caribbean 
rebuild along with Western states 
recovering from wildfires 

There's funding for prevention of 
future flooding, highway repairs and 
help for small businesses. The pack 
age also would provide $3 8 billion 
for agnculture. Flonda lawmakers 
have said citrus crops in their state 
have been suffering 

“It’s a big win for Flonda's agricul 
ture,” said Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Fla 

Last month, Trump requested $44 
billion, his third emergency request 
since hurricanes Harvey, Irma and 
Mana slammed the Gulf Coast and 
Canbbean. The request sparked howls 
from lawmakers from hurmcane-hit 
states 

While it was not everything, it was 

further than the administration pro 
posed.” Rep. Pete Sessions, R-Texas 
said Monday 

The emergency relief could be 
paired with a stopgap spending bill to 
avert a government shutdown at mid 
night Fnday or advance separately 

The Senate's top Republican an 
nounced a lengthy wish list that he 
hopes to attach to a must-do spending 

bill this week, but there's no agree- 
ment with the chambers Democrats 
and little time to waste. 

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
is eyeing the measure as a shortcut to 
power several other items into law, in- 
cluding hurricane relief, a renewal of 
a children's health insurance program 
nd funding to stabilize “Obamacare™ 
insurance markets. 

But top Senate Democrat Chuck 
Schumer has other priorities, chiefly 
protection from deportation of im- 
migrants commonly referred to as 
“Dreamers” and securing spending 
increases for domestic agencies to 
match huge budget increases sought 
by defense hawks for the Pentagon 

The must-pass spending bill would 
be the main tem of congressional 
business remaining after R licans 
wrap up action on their -fought 
tax bill. Lawmakers are cager to head 
home for the holidays 
GOP leaders are aiming for Tues. 

day votes in both the House and Sen 
ate on the tax measure, which would 
be the biggest win by far for Trump 
on Capitol Hill 

As Republicans controlling Con 
gress hashed out their tax measure, 
however, a stack of unfinished legisla 
tion has piled up 

Negotiations have produced some 
progress, but many disagreements 
remain. Perhaps most sigaificantly 
Democrats are demanding that Trump 
fulfill pledges to address the immigra 
tion issue, which involves protections 
for immigrants who were brought to 
the country illegally as children and 
who have often known no other home 
that the US 

Republicans leaders don’t want to 

take on the politically explosive issue 
of immigration this year but promise 
it will be taken care of next year. And 
GOP leaders have so far 
Democratic demands that 
agencies and foreign aid accounts 
receive increases at 
ih the 360 billion 10 $70 bi lion or 
more increase that icans want 
to award the Department of Defense. 

In the House, GOP leaders have 
announced a plan to pair a huge 
Pentagon funding bill with record 
spending increases with a stopgap 
spending measure called a continuing 
resolution that would keep the rest 
of the government running at current 
levels through Jan. 19. 

They have also added a GOP-draft- 
ed renewal of the popular Clinton-era 
Children's Health Insurance Program. 
The House GOP plan has little 

chance of surviving in the Senate. Un- 
like the tax bill, which is advancing 
under special filibuster-proof proce- 
dures, Democratic votes are needed to 
pass the year-end measure. 

“We need action on Dreamers, and 
we need our Republican colleagues to 
cooperate,” Schumer said. “On these 
issues and more, there is a lot of work 
left to do.” 
And in the Senate, McConnell 

promised several additions of his own, | 
cluding tens of billions of dollars 
in hurricane aid, renewal of a contro- 
versial overseas wiretapping program 
that's valuable in fighting terrorism, 
and a budget waiver that would make 
sure the tax bill doesn’t trigger cuts to 
Medicare and other benefit programs 
under pay-as-you-go rules enacted 
when Democrats controlled Congress 

The complexity of the agenda 
and Capitol Hill's spotty track record 
of bipartisan success in the Trump 
era has spawned speculation that 
lawmakers will do the bare minimum 
to avert a shutdown and punt almost 
all the rest of the issues into the new 
year 

‘Congress must do what is nght for 
the American people and take action 
this week,” McConnell said, urging 
his colleagues 10 “come together and 
help pass a funding agreement that 
fulfills our responsibilities to the na 
tion 

FROM STAFF REPORTS 

MISSISSIPPI 

Nightclub is shut after 
shooting wounds 4 

people 

AS THEL- A dvd nigh 
club in ississippi is 
temporarily shut down after 
four were shot and 

there during the 
weekend. 

Attala County Sheriff Tim 
Nail tells multiple news out- 
lets that a fifth person was 
also injured, but not shot, 
during the disturbance carly 
Sunday at the Attala County 
Lounge near Ethel 

MISSOURI 
Pitcher Hamels gives 
mansion to camp for 
special needs kids 

REEDS SPRING 
Texas Rangers pitcher Cole 
Hamels and his wife, Heidi, 
are ing a mansion and 
100 acres of land in south- 
west Missouri to charity that 
provides camps for children 
with special needs and 
chronic illnesses and their 

siblings 
The 32,000-square foot 

home will be donated to 
Camp Bamabas. 

The mansion and land 
is near Table Rock Lake 
near Reeds Springs. Heidi 
Hamels grew up in Buffalo, 
Missoun 

FLORIDA 
Attorney charged with 
paying female inmate 

for sex 

ST. PETERSBURG 

Authorities SY.a Fiotida 
attorney used his position 

in access 10 a women's 
jail and film himself having 
sex with a female inmate. 

A Pinellas C Sher- 
if"s Office news 
says 54-year-old Andrew 
Spark was arrested Sunday 
and charged with soliciting 
for prostitution and other 
counts. 
Detectives began inves- 

th Spark last month 
following a tip that he was 
soliciting sex from female 
inmates at the Pinellas 
County Jail 
The release says Spark 

had sex with one 28-year- 
old inmate at least six times 
since her June arrest on drug 

in similar activity at other 
jails. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Disabled woman dies in 
North Carolina 

house fire 

GREENSBORO Of 
ficials say a disabled woman 
has died in a house fire in 
North Carolina. 

The News & Record of 
Greensboro reports fire 
fighters g to a fire 
around 11:30 a.m. on Mon 
day found flames coming 
out of the windows in the 
front and back of the house 
Spokesman Dwayne 

Church said firefighters 
found the unidentified wom 
an’s body in a bedroom 

Holiday travel chaos ahead after airport outage 
Jonathan 

Landrum Jr. 
San Antonio Express-News 

ATLANTA While 

power has been restored to 
the world’s busiest airport 
the travel woes will linger 

for days 

Thousands of people 
were stranded Monday 
morning at Hartsfield 

Jackson Atlanta Interna 
tonal Airport, where more 
than 1,000 flights were 
grounded just days before 

the start of the Christmas 
travel rush 

A sudden power outage 
that Georgia Power said 
was caused by a fire in 
an underground electrical 
facility brought the airport 
to a standstill Sunday about 
I pm 

All outgoing flights were 
halted, and amving planes 
were held on the ground 
at their point of departure 
International flights were 
being diverted, officials 
said. San Antonio Inter 
national Airport, though 
reported little impact from 
Atlanta's troubles 
Delta Air Lines, with its 

biggest hub in Atlanta, will 
be hardest hit. By Sunday 
evening, Delta had already 
canceled nearly 900 flights 
and another 300 Monday 
nearly all of them in At 
lanta, according to tracking 
service FlightA ware com 

Robert Mann, an avia 
tion consultant and former 
American Airlines execu 
tive, said it likely will be 
Tuesday before Delta's 
operations in Atlanta return 
10 normal, and for pas 
sengers “it could be most 
of the week” because there 
aren't many open seats 
on other flights in the last 
week before Christmas 
Ome bit of news, 

according to Mann: Delta 
has more spare planes and 
available crews in Atlanta 
than anywhere else, which 
should it to recover 

Delta customers flying to 
or from Atlanta can make 
a one-time change to travel 
plans without incurring 
4 $200 change fee. The 
airline also 
travelers not to up 
their bags because 

of anticipated congestion at 
the airport 

Still. when flights at 
Atlanta were grounded for 
most of one day last spring 
it took Delta five days 
and about 4,000 canceled 
flights before it fully 
recovered 

Like Sunday's outage 
that April storm hit Delta's 
largest hub at a busy travel 
time when there weren't 
many empty seats 10 ac 

commodate customers 
from cancelled flights. At 
the ime, CEO Ed Bastian 
vowed Delta would make 
significant improvements 

10 its system for scheduling 
and tracking aircraft crews 
to recover more quickly 
from disruptions. 
Other airlines also can 

celed flights for the rest of 
Sunday. American Airlines 
canceled 24 departures 
and an equal number of 
arrivals, said spokesman 
Ross Feinstein. The airline 
also diverted three planes 
that were headed to Atlanta 
when the outage struck, 
sending them instead to 

Dallas, Nashville and back 
to Philadelphia 

The city of Atlanta pro 
vided shuttle service to the 
Georgia Convention Center 

on Sunday for travelers 
needing a place to stay 

Delta passenger Emilia 
Duca, 12, was on her way 
to Wisconsin from Bogota 
Colombia, when she got 
stuck in Atlanta. She said 
police made passengers 
who were in the baggage 
claim area move to a higher 
floor. She said restaurants 
and shops were closed 
Vending machines weren't 
working 

“A lot of people are 
arriving, and no one is go 
ing out. No one is saying 
anything official. We are 
stuck here,” she said. “It’s a 
nightmare 
Some passengers sad 

there was a lack of informa 
tion from airport officials 
and little help from first re 
sponders to get the disabled 
and the elderly through the 
airport without the use of 
escalators and elevators 
“They had these elderly 
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Luke 26-7 
While they were there, the time came for the baby 

to be bom, and she gave birth to her fintbom, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 

manger, because there was no guest room available 

for them. 

ple, handicapped people 
ined up in wheelchairs 
said stranded passenger 
Rutia Curry. “The people 
were helpless, they can’t 
get down the stairs. It was 
just a nightmare.” 

Passenger James Be 
atty said there was no real 
method for evacuation 

“1 mean there was 40 or 

50 people per the terminal 
area that were confined to 
wheelchairs and some that 
couldn't get through the 
airport very well, some of 
them actually couldn't walk 
and there was no plan at 
all 10 get them out of here 
without any power.” 

Beatty said passengers 
carried those who used 
wheelchairs down stairs 
The FAA said it would 

staff the airport control 
tower throughout the night 
0 it could handle f) 
once they resume 
FAA said the tower coud 
operate normally but flights 
were affected because 
airport equipment in the 
terminals was not working. 

According to a Georgia 
Power statement, the utility 

believes a piece of equip 
ment in an underground 
electrical facility may have 
failed, causing the fire. The 
fire was next to equipment 
for a backup system, caus 
ing that to also fail 
“No personnel or passen 

gers were in danger at any 
time,” the statement said 
No areas outside of the 

airport were affected by the 
power loss. The utility said 
there are “many redundant 
systems in place” 10 ensure 
the power supply to the 
airport and that such out 
ages at the airport “are very ang 

Anthony Foxx, who 
served as U.S. transporta 
tion secretary under former 
President Barack Obama, 
tweeted that he was among 
the many travelers stuck 
for hours on a plane on the 
tarmac 

“Total and abject failure 
here at ATL Airport today,” 
he tweeted, adding that 
there was “no excuse for 
lack of workable redundant 
power source. NONE! 

In another tweet, Foxx 

Problels was “compounded 
y confusion and poor 

communication.” 
Once he was off the 

lane, Foxx tweeted that 
hoped to rent a car to 

drive to Charlotte, North 
Carolina, to catch a flight 
Monday moming. 

Sara Melillo and her 
husband, Greg Presto, were 
traveling from Kenya, 
where they live, to Pitts 
burgh to spend Christmas 
with his family when they 
were stuck on the tarmac 
for six hours. The 
had made stops in Nairobi 
and Amsterdam and landed 
shortly after the lights went 
out in Atlanta 

Melillo said the pilot 
didn’t have a lot of infor- 
mation for the travelers but 
the plane had air condition- 
ing and attendants offered 
water and a few times 
She the Delta 
terminal as chaos” 
with not customer 
service for the hundreds 
of people trying to find a 
flight to ther next destina. 
tion and a place to sleep for 
the night 



By Rachel La Corte, Gillian Flaccus And 
Michael Sisak 
Associated Press 

DUPONT, Wash An Amtrak train making the first- 
ever run along a faster new route hurtled off an overpass 
south of Seattle on Monday and spilled some of its cars 
onto the highway below, killing at least three people, injus- 
ing more than 100 and crushing two vehicles, authorities 
said 

Attention quickly turned to the train's speed. A website 
that maps location and speed using data from Amtrak's 
train tracker app showed the train was going 81.1 mph 
about a quarter of a mile from the point where it derailed, 
where the speed limit is significantly lower 

Seventy-seven passengers and seven crew members 
were aboard when the train derailed and pulled 13 cas 
off the tracks. Authorities said there were three confirmed 
deaths and more than a dozen people with critical or seri- 
ous injuries. 

About two hours afier the accident, a U.S. official who 
with others was briefed on the investigation said he was 
tok at least six people were killed. No additional briefings 
were provided by late afternoon, and the official said he 
had no new information to explain the discrepancy in the 
numbers 

The official was not authorized to discuss the investiga- 
tion publicly and spoke to The Associated Press on condi 
tion of anonymity 

A track chart prepared by the Washington State Depart 
ment of Transportation shows the maximum speed drops 
from 79 mph to 30 mph for passenger trains just before the 
tracks curve to cross Interstate 5, which is where the train 
went off the tracks 

The chart, dated Feb. 7, 2017, was submitted to the Fed 
eral Railroad Administration in anticipation of the start of 
passenger service along a new bypass route that shaves 10 
minutes off the trip between Seattle and Portland 

It was not clear how fast the train was moving at the 
precise moment when it derailed 

Kimberly Reason with Sound Transit, the Seattie-area 
transit agency that owns the tracks, confirmed to the AP 
that the speed limit at the point where the train derailed is 
30 mph. Speed signs are posted two miles before the speed 
zone and just before the speed zone approaching the curve, 
she said 

In a radio transmission immediately after the accident, 
the conductor can be heard saying the train was coming 
around a comer and was crossing a bridge that passed over 
Interstate S when it derailed. Dispatch audio also indicated 
that the engineer survived with bleeding from the head and 
both eyes swollen shut 

I'm still figuring that out. We've got cars everywhere 
and down onto the highway.” he tells the dispatcher, who 
asks if everyone is OK 

Aleksander Kristiansen, a 24-year-old exchange student 
at the University of Washington {rom Copenhagen, was 
gong to Portland to visit the city for the day 

1 was just coming out of the bathroom when the ac 
cident happened. My car just started shaking really, really 
badly. Things were falling off the shelf. Right away, you 
knew that this was not something minor,” he said 

The back of his train car was wide open because it had 
separated from the rest of the train, so he and others were 
able to jump out to safety. He was at about the middle of 
the train, either the sixth or seventh car, he said, and was 
one of the lucky ones 

Emma Schafer was headed home to Vancouver 

Bettina Hansen/The Seettie Times vie Associated Press 

Cars from an Amirak train that derailed above le spifled onto Interstate 5 Monday in DuPont, Wash. The Amtrak train making the first 
over run slong a faster new routs hurled off the overpass Monday near Tacoma and spilled some of its cars onto the highway below 
killing several people, authorities said 

Washington, on winter break from the Cornish College 
of the Arts in Seattle and was napping when the crash oc 
curred 

She awoke to find her body at a 45-degree angle and her 
train car dangling from the overpass. Someone behind her 
was pinned by the legs, she said, and she and others who 
could walk exited the train by crawling onto a car under- 
neath theirs that had been crushed. 

“It felt oddly silent after the actual crashing. There was 
a lot of metal, a lot of screeching, a lot of being thrown 
around. It was very quiet. Then there was people scream 
ing,” Schafer said 

“I don’t know if | actually heard the sirens, but they were 
there. A guy was like, ‘Hey, I'm Robert. We'll get you out 
of here." 

Dr. Nathan Seiden, a neurosurgeon at the Oregon Health 
& Science University in Port! , said he and his son drove 
through the accident scene while traveling north to visit 
Seattle. The doctor asked if he could help and was ushered 
10 a medical triage tent in the highway median 

The most seriously injured had already been whisked 
away, but the patients he helped red to have open 
head wounds and skull, pelvic or leg fractures, as well as 
small cuts and neck sprains, he said 
He called it a miracle that an infant child he saw from the 

scene appeared completely unharmed 
President Donald Trump used the deadly derailment to 

call for more infrastructure spending in a tweet sent about 
three hours after the accident. He said the wreck shows 
‘more than ever why our soon to be submitted infrastruc 
ture plan must be approved quickly.” The accidat hap. 
pened on a newly completed bypass. 
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Here’s why you don’t 
have to rush to get a 
divorce before 2018 

epublican 

lawmakers are 
giving unhappy 

couples just a little more 
time to try to work out 
their differences 

The final version of 
the GOP tax bill includes 

a controversial provi 
sion that would scrap the 

break divorcees get for 
paying alimony but it 

Still, Stutman said it 
would be wise for par- 

will only apply to divorce 
or separation agreements 

executed after Dec. 31 
2018 
An carlier iteration 

of the House legislation 
called for the ~givorce 
penalty” to take effect 
next year 

Under the revised legis- 
lation, taxpayers making 
alimony payments would 
no longer be allowed to 
deduct the payments from 
their taxable income 

Recipients would no 
longer need to report the 
benefit as taxable income 
Historically, men have 
paid alimony to women 

Right now, every dollar 
in alimony reduces the 
payer's taxable income 
by the same amount 

Critics have said get- 
ting rid of the deduction 
would not only increase 
the financial strain of 

ing an ex, but 
could also lead to more 
legal disputes and deprive 
the less-well-off party of 
much-needed income 
Any change could 

also have lasting conse- 
quences for child y 
which is often 
in tandem with a , 
The GOP tax legisla- 

ties to add language in 
amended settlements 
saying payments may 

need to be renegotiated 
for a more “un i 
ate allocation” if the tax 
treatment of the payments 
is different from what's 
expected 
About 800,000 Ameri- 

can couples called it quits 
in 2015, a rate of about a 

ALEXIS 

LEONDIS 
Bloomberg 

100 divorces every hour, 
figures from the National 
Center for Health Statis- 
tics showed 
While divorce rates 

have dropped among 

younger adults in the past 
quarter century, those 
among older married cou- 
ples have risen, accord- 
ing to the Pew Research 
Center. For those over 50, 

The train was making the inaugural run on the new route 
as part of a $180.7 million project designed to speed up 
service by removing passenger trains from a route thoi 
Puget Sound u's bogged n by curves, single-traci 
tunnels and freight tra 
The Amtrak Cascades service that runs from Vancouver, 

British Columbia, to Eugene, Oregon, is jointly owned by 
the Washington and Oregon transportation departments. 
Amtrak operates the service for the two states as a contrac 
tor and is responsible for day-to-day operations 

The Amtrak schedule called for the train to leave Seattle 
around 6 a.m. and arrive in Portland about 3 1/2 hours lzter 

The new bypass was built on an existing inland rail line 
that runs along Interstate 5 from Tacoma to DuPont, near 
where Train 501 derailed. Track testing began in January 
and February in advance of Monday's launch and con 
tinued through at least July, according to the Washington 
State Department of T 

The tracks, known as the Point Defiance Bypass, were 
previously owned by BNSF and were used for occasional 

and military transport. 
mayor of Lakewood, Washington, a city along the 

new route, predicted a deadly crash — but one involv 
ing a fast-moving train hitting a car or pedetiign ata 
grade-crossing, not a train tumbling off an overpass. Ata 
recent public meeting, he called on state planners to build 
overpass-like rail structures instead of having trains cross 
busy streets 

Eric Corp, a councilman for the small city of DuPont 
near the derailment, said he rode the train with about 30 or 
0 dignitaries and others on a special trip Friday before the 
service opened 10 the public Monday 
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SBOE begins work on public school long-range plan 
Board members are gathering input on what is needed to prepare students 

By Eva-Marie Ayala 
Dallas Morning News 

State officials say they want engaged 
families, quality teachers and better 
access to opportunities for all students 
But how does Texas get there? 

The State Board of Education has 
kicked off work to build Texas’ next 
long-range plan for public schools, 
which officials hope will be the blue 
print that drives future policy decisions 
and even legislation 

Texans who are gathering at a series 
of public forms on the plan agree, but 
they ‘re adamant that they want a plan 
with teeth, too, to make sure kids are 
ready for life after high school, whether 
that be in college or a career 

A group of educators, parents, busi 

ness representatives and others shared 
their ideas on what to include in that 
plan during one of the public meetings 
Wednesday evening at the El Centro- 
West campus in Dallas 
“We don’t want something that just 

sits on a table,” said Barbara Cargill, a 
state board of education member from 
The Woodlands who is on the steer- 
ing committee developing the plan 
“We want something that will give us 
direction to take action, to make public 
education better.” 

The plan will cover objectives such 
as improving students’ academics and 
boosting teacher recruitment, prepara 

tion and retention 

The last time Texas launched a long 
range plan for public education was in 
2001, which was to carry the state over 
five years. Much of that plan focused 

on academics, with goals to increase 
enrollment in pre-kindergarten and 
boost the number of campuses earning 
the highest state schools accountability 
rating 

But Texas has been without a road 
map for far too long, said Erika Beltran, 
a state board member from Fort Worth 
The state is about to launch its second 

accountability system since the last 
plan was developed and also is working 
toward another ambitious goal: to have 
60 percent of 25- to 34-year-olds earn a 
degree or career certification by 2030 

Texas needs a more comprehensive 
approach that focuses on not only aca 
demic measures but addresses equity 
funding, teacher quality, workforce 
needs and more 
“This is something that we as a board 
and others — can turn to to filter 

TEACHING LIFE LESSONS 

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram 

Al center. Dervse Voska. an economics teacher at Lee High School talks with junior Mad Castro and senior Gina Khieuon Thursday in the Lee 
High School library 

Economics teacher to be recognized 
for students’ AP scores 

B® Lee High's Denise Vosika 
pushes students to be successful 

By Simone Jasper 
sjasper@mrt com 

When Lee High School students 
register for Advanced Placement eco 
nomics courses, they know they will 
face a challenging year. Over time, 
Denise Vosika has built a reputation as 
a teacher who pushes her students to 
be successful 

Like all AP courses, Vosika's 
microeconomics and macroeconom 

PC game 
Minecraft 
can be a 

teaching too 
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ics class introduces high schoolers to 
undergraduate-level curriculum. The 
coursework culminates in two tests, 
and studei« with high exam scores 
can eam cutlege credit 
“Even if they don’t pass that AP 

test, they ‘re going to walk into a col 
lege classroom of micro- or macroeco 

nomics and be ready,” Vosika said. “It 
is as much about the learning as it is 
about the test scores” 
Nearly 80 percent of Lee High 

students who took microeconomics 
and macroeconomics AP tests this 
spring received “passing” scores of 3, 

inecrafl is a game that most 
ople certainly have heard of 

f you do not know about the 

4 or 5. Also, the results from 2013 to 
2017 often surpassed both the Texas 
and global mean scores, according 
to information gathered by parents 
of gifted and talented Midland ISD 
students 

To recognize Vosika's efforts, the 
GT Parents Association is planning 
a ceremony this afternoon at the 
Lee High library. The association is 
scheduled 10 present the teacher with 
a plaque and a $300 check during the 
event 

Please see HONOR 2B 

game, ask a child who will likely to give 
a very enthusiastic response that can last 
up to several minutes (or hours depending 
on the child). As of the time | wrote this 
article, Minecraft was the No. | best- 
selling PC game in history. Minecrafl has 
been so successful that it caught the at- 
tention of Microsoft, which purchased the 

, as well as the founding company, 
in 2014, 

1 first heard about Minecraft about 
three years ago when numerous students 
in my class constantly talked about it. 
Hearing about this game so annoyed me 

that | wanted to do with it. The 
concept of Minecraft sounded confusing 
to me, and | could not figure out why it 
was such a game with children 
About # year after | first heard about it, | 
caved in and bought the game to check it 
out. As the saying goes: “curiosity killed 

our decisions that we make for kids,” 
Beltran said. 

At last week's meeting, community 
members said they wanted to boost the 
overall image of teaching and develop 
mentoring programs to attract the 
brightest candidates into the field. They 
want schools that are safe places for 
children to learn. They want focused 
programs that help kids learn even when 
balancing their lives with disabilities or 
language barriers 

“I really hope that they take what we 
say and give it some weight and open 
the door for more community involve- 

ment,” said parent Lori Kirkpatrick, 
who unsuccessfully ran for a spot on the 
Dallas school board 
Chanel Brown, a volunteer who 

Please see PLAN2B 

MIDLAND 

CoLLEGE PROFILES 
By Rebecca Bell 

Native Peruvian 

pursues passion 

for music 
ighteen-year-old Miguel Ardiles 

E arrived in Midland from Lima, 
Peru, on Aug. 15. He didn’t know 

much English, but 
studying music in the 
United States had been 
a dream of his for quite 
some time. His aunt, 
Edith Ardiles, lives in 
Midland, and she wel 
comed Miguel into her 
home so that he could 
attend Midland College 
and pursue his passion 
for playing the guitar 

“1 started taking guitar lessons in 
Peru when | was a child,” said Ardiles 
“My mother had cancer, and | would 
practice while she would sit or lie on 
the couch listening. | think it soothed 
her” 

Ardiles studied guitar with the An 
dean guitarist Raul Garcia Zarate, who 
is best known for larizing the Pecu 
vian song “Adibs Pueblo de Ayacucho 
“Raul Garcia Zarate was the best 

teacher in Peru.” said Ardiles. “He 
helped me to develop my own style, 
which is Peruvian and classical fusion 
| played in my first concert when | 
was 12 just two months before my 
mother passed away. She was too sick 
to attend the concert, but the concert 
was videotaped. | was able to show the 
video 10 my mother, and she was very 
proud.” 
While guitar is Miguel Ardiles’ favor 

ite instrument, he also plays the piano, 
tuba, trumpet and saxophone 

Music is appreciated much more in 
the U.S. than it is in Peru,” said Ardiles 
“That's why | wanted to study here, 
even though my father didn't want me 
to come to the U.S. because it is so far 
away, and he thought | was too young 
Fortunately, my aunt was able to con 
vince him to allow me to live with her 

Please see PROFILE2B 

the cat” It definitely killed my skepticism 
about the game, and | became ed 
within just a ¢ days. One wight | 
played Minecraft so intensely that it was 
1 a.m. before | realized it 
For those who don't know about 

yers can be in creative 
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Midland Freshman High School recently hosted its fourth annual Winter Wishes. More than $3.500 
was raised and 70 Christmas wishes were granted to students 

LHS, LFHS band members 
try out for All-Region band 

From staff reports 

Members of the Lee 
High School and Lee 
Freshman High School 
bands participated in the 
TMEA Region 6 All 
Region Band tryouts on 
Dec. 9 in Abilene 

Thirty-three LHS stu 
dents participated; 23 stu 
dents were selected to the 
All-Region Band. Five 
students were selected 
as first chair, and 17 stu 
dents have an opportunity 
to audition for the Texas 
All-State Band 
Twenty-two LFHS 

students participated, 
12 were selected to the 
Freshman All-Region 
Band. Five students 
were selected as first 
chair. Also, three fresh 

men were selected to the 
Region 6 TMEA All-Re 
gion Band and competed 
against older students 
Two of those students 
Nathan Perez and Cole 
Pool, will have a chance 
to advance to the Texas 
All-State Band 

Lex Hig Scoot 

® First chair: Laura 
Wilson, oboe, Alexis 

Parada Eb clarinet 
Rachel Stansell, Bb 
clarinet, Zach Mitchell, 
zlto saxophone and tenor 
saxophone 
® Students who ad 

vanced to area: Angel 
Muniz, piccolo, Laura 
Wilson, oboe; Cole Pool, 
bassoon; McKenzie Bon- 
ner, Bb clarinet. Wel Jin 
Sun, Bb clarinet, Noah 
Alaniz, trumpet; Zoe 
MeCright, trumpet. Luke 
Rodriguez, hom; Jayden 
Lee, horn, Madi Garcia, 
horn. Nathan Perez, 
trombone, Ryan Sun, 
euphonium; Dylan Blasé, 
tuba. Parada: Stansell and 
Mitchell 
® Students who were 

selected to All-Region 
Band: Melody Barraza, 
flute; Zach Limb, alto 
saxophone; Dominic Wil- 
Hs, percussion; Lainey 
Wilson, hom; Evelynn 
Flores, trombone; Austin 

Williams, euphonium 
Wilson; Pool; Parada; 
Stansell; Bonner, Wei Jin 
Sun; Mitchell; Alaniz, 
McCright; Rodriguez. Lee 
Garcia; Perez; Ryan Sun 
and Blasé 

Lee FRESHMAN 
Hign Scnoon 

® First chair: H 
Lee, flute; Bethany 
oboe; Carston Holder, 
alto saxophone; Marcus 
Marquez, trumpet, Bran 
don Hinds, trombone 
® Students selected 10 

All-Region Band: Edni 
Castro, Bb clarinet; Ryan 
Palmer, alto saxophone, 
Isanc Wilcox, horn; Jaden 
Rosas, trumpet; Ashlin 
Bullock, trumpet; Adrian 
Escontrias, trumpet; Rich- | 
ard Loya, trumpet; Lee; 
Smith; Holder; Marquez 
and Hinds 
® Students selected to 

high school All-Region 
Band: Pool, Perez and 
Willis 

Sowrce MISD 

Rameo 

hunting animals and planting gardens; 
and build an appropriate to protect 
themselves from monsters that are ready 
to attack or blow up the players. Minecraft 
is available in mul mode so numer- 
ous people can build in the same world at 
the same time 

Parents and teachers need to be in tune 
with what children are engaged in and 
find ways to use it as an educational tool 
Minecraft is one of the rare games that can 
be used in every classroom and 
beyond. Children are still fascinated with 
the game, so this is our chance to capital- 
ize on it and use it to our advantage. 

Here are some ideas for you to use 
Minecraft with your children or students 
® Math and Minecraft go hand in hand in 

several ways. 
One, it is very casy to integrate area and 

perimeter in the game. Have the child build 
something with a square shape in Mine- 
craft, and after they are done they can count 
the blocks on each side and calculate the 
area and perimeter. For older elementary 
and junior high children, integrate volume 
as well and have them find the answer 
Each block in Minecraft is one meter long, 
wide, and high. Older students can calcu 
late the exact area and perimeter using that 
information 

Another topic that usually is introduced 
in fifth 1s finding the area of com- 
posite A teacher approached me 
and told me that her students were not 
doing well in this topic, so | taught it using 
Minecraft to see how the students would 
respond. As | broke the 
down into two different shapes using differ 
ent blocks, it clicked for the class. Stu 
dents’ scores in this topic went up dramati 
cally, and it was all because of the game 
® You can use Minecrafl in science by 

allowing students to be creative 
If younger students are having a difficult 

time understanding ecosystems, there is a 
world that can be loaded that intro- 
duces different habitats. For older students 
who are learning about the respiratory sys 
tem, download a world where students can 
explore how air travels down the trachea to 

TEACHER 

lungs 
If you google the subject you are look- 

ing, for followed by “Minecraft world,” 
there's a good chance that a world already 
has been made. 

® Reading and Minecraft work very well 
, believe it or not. 

You can have the child recreate a scene 
from a book they are reading and have 
them act out what they have read so far. 
You can also have them place signs in order 
and have them type the sequence of events 
in the story. Signs have many uses, such as 
creating a story and having the child read 
it out loud. They also can be very helpful 
with comprehension, phonics or any other 
topic the child is not doing well in. 
® Minecraft can also be used in social 

studies, foreign languages or art 
You can show the child a building from 

the 1700s and have them recreate it by 
using the features being studied. Signs can 
also be used to label different parts in a 
house in the language they are learning. In 
art, students can recreate a painting to the 
best of their ability io identify shading, tint 
and more 

Minecraft can even be used as an assess- 
ment tool. You can get real creative and 
make rooms with four doors as the answer 
choices. Place the question on a sign on the 
side of the room, then place chests behind 
each door. The right answer choice can 

have food of some sort, while the wrong 
answer choice can have rotten flesh 

These are just a few ideas on how 
Minecraft can be tailored to the needs of 
the child to increase learning in whatever 
subject is being taught. This game has the 
amazing power of immediately engaging 
students, so | challenge you today to help 
your children or students by implementing 
ideas such as this 10 bring leaming to their 
level. A big thing holding us back is fear, 
so for the sake of the children, let's get out 
of our comfort bubble and do what's best 
for them 

D.J Rambo teaches technology at Pease 
Communications and Technology Academy 

From 1B 

Rooney Mestas, GTPA 
president, said past AP 

| scores show Vosika has 
prepared her students to 
reach the school district's 
goal: to graduate college 

| and carcer-ready students 
“She's doing everything 

we could ever ask for and 
then some,” Mestas said 

The association in 
2018 will examine ways 
to incentivize the dis 
trict’s other AP teachers 
according to Mestas 
Recently, the GTPA ana 
lyzed AP course enroll 
ment numbers and test 
results for the past five 
years, based on informa 
tion from the College 

| Board and MISD 
While a majority of 

Lee High's AP econom 
| 1cs students passed their 
| course's 2017 tests, SO 
percent or fewer Lee 

and Midland high school 
students received pass 
ing scores on some other 

AP exams including 
literature and composi 
tion, English, U S. hs 
tory, biology, calculus and 
physics 

Vosika said her students 

ProfLE 
From IB 

in Midland 

deserve credit for their 
scores. 

“The kids that take my 
AP class -- they work 
very hard.” she said 
They know when they 

sign up; they ‘ve heard of 
my reputation.” 

Another way Vosika's 
students stand out is that 
they consistently take 
AP tests at the end of 
the course. This year, 
96 and 100 percent of 
those enrolled took the 
microeconomics and 
MACTOSCONOMICS exams 

respectively 
“It’s 100 hard for you 

to take this class and to 
not take it,” Vosika said 
‘I just don’t make it an 
option. Everything we 
do every day is targeted 
toward them getting that 
credit 

Student Gina Khieu 
plans to study political 
science and wanted to 
take Vosika's course to 
receive credit toward a 
degree. She said knowing 
previous students’ scores 
motivates her to do well 
in the class 

“1 think it's amaz 
ing that it’s such a hard 
course.and a hard test 

and that she actuaily has 

a lot of her students pass 

it and get that college 
credit,” said Khieu, a 
senior 

To prepare her students 

Vosika familiarizes them 
with AP exam questions 
and gives daily quizzes 
to test their knowledge 
of course concepts. The 
rigor extends to students 
who are taking non-AP 
economics classes 

“She makes sure every 
one is capable of get 
ting to the success mark 
and then going beyond 
that,” said Madi Castro 
a junior. “Her strategy of 
teaching, it helps you. It’s 

not just by the book every 
day” 

As the recognition 
event nears, Vosika sad 

she has long known that 
all her students strive to 
excel. For AP students, 
she 1s proud that most 
take credits with them to 

college 
“I do this so that they 

get those scores, and | 
couldn't imagine going to 
a different job every day, 
she said 

“Miguel is one of my students, and 
I have admired his diligence and drive 
to succeed,” said William Christopher 

Ardiles is active in Stonegate Fellow 
ship and is looking forward to playing 
the guitar with Stonegate’s worship 
team. Ardiles is also an avid table 
tennis player and plays on a Midland 
College intramural team every Monday 
Wednesday and Friday in the college's 
Scharbauer Student Center 

Ardiles has successfully completed 
seven classes. While he wants to pursue 
a degree in music, he also wants to 
study business administration so he can 
manage the day-to-day operations of his 
music career. He is studying music with 
MC adjunct instructor Mary Miller 
During the fall semester, he per- 

formed several recitals, which garnered 
the attention of various college faculty 
members 

1 
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helps high school se- 
niors through the col- 

's come across 
Dallas-area students who 
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will be held across the 
state through February 
(There isn’t a meet- 
ing currently scheduled 
for Midland or Odessa, 
according to the SBOE 
website). The input will 

to be forwarded to the steer- 

Brown, associate professor of English 
and technical writing. “When | heard 
him play the guitar at his first recital, 
| was very impressed with his musical 
style and his talent.” 

Ardiles is spending Christmas in 
Lima with his father and brothers. He 
plans to return to Midland in January to 
continue his studies 

“I've met some really great people 
who are very supportive of helping me 
attain my education in music and busi 
ness,” said Ardiles. “I fell blessed to 
be in Midland and attending Midland 
College ” 

Rebecca C. Bell is dean of Commu- 

nity Relations, at Midland College 

eager to participate after 
feedback from local em- 
ployers indicated that the 
area needs a more skilled 
workforce. Only sbout 13 
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Karaoke fans have more GOREN BRIDGE 
love for singing than talent wo 
“Karen,” loves to sing karaoke 
along with many others, most of | 

Listening to some of them can be Write Dear Abby at www Dear Abby.com or PO. perforce, 4 low diamond. 
grueling when we go out. Karen Bax 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. Her cohumn is NORTH West ducked his ace and dummy’ king 
knows many of these -perform- distributed by Universal Press Syndicate. won the trick. Declarer cashed the ace of 
en.” and they finish, she ; spades and led another spade to Fast's goes and tells them what a great 2 and East shifted 10 a club. South job they've done. When | asked queen, 

4KQ9 and led his remaining diamond. West 
- 218 rose with his sce and led another ci 

er to the point that she now be- oe} oom +? o duds tc ahh i 
now A | M 

lieves she has a competition-wor- i 10 | aN7654) dummy’s last heart. This was the posi 
thy voice. In reality, while her im TA ton: 

isn't terrible, it's nowhere h '5 NORTH 
near wha she thinks t i pre Lit 945) * Voud 
A wie i the love of my lie outright > ” ood 

known. I'm concemed for the ay hey J Sp— 08 
future if someone should ever 7 I 2" $2 
be honest with her. Should | tell © “ WEST EAST 
her the truth or should | keep my pode, SRB # void KY 

Opening lead: Jack of OK © Voul 
0) 0 vod 

1 ooking af the ace of the enemy trump ® Void 
ut, South was sure that four hearts 
would be defeated, hut he hoped his 
SKE A SE ko 
ood 10 take 10 tricks in a spade 
contract. He was right, a 2 nomnal 3.2 

n spades give him 2 reason AAEM uk 
chance. The given 4-1 splitmade it led the diamond from scored 

Took like there would be four losers — ~~ his 10 of spades “en for his 
three spades and 2 diamond. tenth trick. Well played! 
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To submit information to the sports 
department, email sports@mrt.com 

Bryant, Cowboys happy over return of Elliott 
By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

FRISCO — Dallas receiver Dez 
Bryant doesn't remember the last time 
he was double-teamed as much as he 
was in the Cowboys’ paper-thin win 
over the Oakland Raiders. 

Throw that near the top of the list of 
reasons the Cowboys are happy run 
ning back Ezekiel Elliott's six-game 
suspension over domestic violence 
allegations has ended 

“He's got some abilities that not 
many people have,” said quarterback 
Dak Prescott, who was NFL Offen 
sive Rookie of the Year last season 
while his fellow first-year star was the 
league's leading rusher. “We're going 
to believe in him when he comes back, 
giving him the ball and him making 

people miss and getting those dirty 
8-yard runs and eventually it tums into 
15 yards, and you know the rest of it 
Defenses can't play us the same.” 

Bryant agrees, pointing to the 40- 
yard catch he made in single coverage 
three plays after referee Gene Stera- 
tore used a folded index card between 
the chain and the ball to confirm what 
he said he had already seen as a Dallas 
first down on Prescott’s fourth-and- | 
sneak 

Before that catch to set up the 
ticbreaking ficld goal in the final two 
minutes of a 20-17 Dallas win, the 
Raiders held Bryant to one 19-yard 
grab. 
“Even at halftime | asked coach 

Jack Del Rio, | said, ‘Hey man, what's 
up with all this doubling? Let's play 
some football,” Bryant said. “Just 

joking. Nothing too serious. They gave 
us one-on-one one time and they paid 
for it” 
The Cowboys (8-6) have won three 

straight games to keep their wild-card 
hopes alive after losing the first three 
without Elliott. His return shoul! help 
Prescott as much as anyone. A year 
after setting an NFL rookie record for 
passer rating, Prescott had three of the 
four worst ratings of his career in the 
six games without Elliott 
While Alfred Morris did an 

adequate job filling in for Elliot, 
Prescott’s difficulties making plays 
downfield could be traced to defenses 
not having quite the same respect for 
the Dallas running game. The Cow 
boys face Seattle (8-6) at home 

Datlas Cowboys wide receiver Dez 
against Oakland Raiders cornerback 

Eric Risberg/Associated Press 

(88) catches a pass 
Smith (21) 

the second half of an NFL game Sunday in Oakland, Calif 
Please see COWBOYS/4( 

MHS 

grad 
Mannix 

shines for 

Nevada 
By Christopher 

Hadorn 
chadorn@mrt.com 

It didn't take long for 
Nevada true freshman wide 
receiver McLane Mannix to 
make a splash at the NCAA 
Division | Football Bow! 
Subdivision level 

It took only two quarters 
mn fact 

In the Wolf Pack 's season. 
opening 31-20 loss at 
Northwestern, Mannix burst 
on the scene with a 41-yard 
touchdown reception in the 
second quarter, which was 
the first catch of his college 
career. 

The Midland High grad 
and Midland Christian alum 
never slowed down, as he 
made TD receptions in his 
first three games and had 
three 100-yard receiving 
performances in his debut 
season 
Mannix finished the year 

with 57 catches for 778% 
receiving yards and six 
touchdowns. His yardage 
total ranked third nationally 
among all freshmen receiv 
ers during the 2017 regular 
season 

The S-foot-10, 175-pound 
wideout was a little sur 
prised how quickly circum 
stances worked in his favor 
after he missed significant 
practice time in the pre 
season with a hamstring 
pull 

“1 didnt really know how 
much | was going to play 
right off the bat,” Mannix 
sad. “1 got limited reps 
mn the first quarter against 
Northwestern and then in 
the second quarter, (of 
fensive coordinator Matt 
Mumme), he just decided to 
take a deep shot for a touch 
down. | guess after that, | 

Tom R. Smedes/Associsted Press 

Nevada wide receiver McLane Mannix runs down the sideline against UNLV in the first half of an NCAA game 
Nov. 25 in Reno, Nev. 

became the starting slot receiver.” 
When Mannix was sidelined by a hamstring 

mjury, he said mental repetitions played a major 
role in his preparation 

“It was very frustrating,” Mannix said of his 
setback. “1 missed almost three weeks 

of fall camp. | had to work out every day with our 
strength coach (Jordon Simmons). It was pretty 
frustrating having to watch practice every day and 
| couldn't really do anything running wise 

“I just studied the playbook. | watched film 
every day with (recetvers conch Timmy Chang) 

| learned the schemes. | leaned the defenses. | 

Even though Mannix had individual success as 
a freshman, Nevada had a trying season as it fell 
short of a bowl bid with a 3-9 record 

However, the Wolf Pack finished strong by 
winning two of its last three games — a 59-14 
win over San Jose State and a 23-16 victory over 

rival UNLV. 

“That was very important, going into the 
offseason and going nto next season with some 
momentum,” Mannix Cid. “We're a very young 
team and we've got a lot of good recruits coming 
in this next year. | think we're going to have a 

Like his Nevada team, Mannix closed the sea 
son with a flurry 100, seven receptions 
for 107 yards in the fi against UNLV. 
Mannix also made two punt returns for $1 

yards, including a long return of 34 yards. 
“It was really big.” Mannix said. “My parents, 

my and my brother and my sister 
all came for that game. | was able to have 
another 100-yard game. | actually did some punt 
returns in that game 100 and | was pretty excited 
for that, the first time all year™ 

Please cee MANNIX/4C 

Suns complete 97-91 comeback win against Mavericks 
By Sean Shapiro 

Associated Press 

DALLAS — Alex Len had 
14 points and 14 rebounds to 
help the Phoenix Suns rally 
past the Dallas Mavericks 
97-91 on Monday night for 
their second consecutive 
comeback victory. 

TJ Warren scored 19 
points and Isaiah Canaan 
added 17 as Phoenix (11-21) 
improved 10 2-0 on a three- 

game road trip play- 
ing without guard 
Devin Booker. 

Dallas (8-23) lost its third 
game and has one 

win mn its last seven. 
Harrison Barnes had 26 
points and Devin Harris 
added 14 for Dallas. Yogi 

F 
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Cowboys won 20-17 

It’s time for a 
whole bunch 
of things to 
happen in 
NFL 

By Barry Wilner 
Associated Press 

It’s time 
After 15 weeks of the NFL season, it's 

time to acknowledge a whole bunch of 
items that have become apparent 
Some did so over the course of the 

schedule, and some became crystallized 
Sunday 
Such as 
® Teams get antsy and/or dumb when 

they play the Patriots 
Looks as if the AFC road to the Super 

Bowl will go through Foxborough again, 
but not because an yed with 
fear against New England. Mat do, of 
course. And others make ridiculous deci- 
sions with a chance 10 beat Tom Brady 
and Ci ; think back to the two most 
recent NFL championships the Patriots 
won, Seattle and Atlanta 
The Steelers had no fear SunGay. And 

they had some real bad kuck once more; 
in the AFC title contest last January, they 
lost Le"Veon Bell carly. This time, it was 
Antonio Brown 

Yet they were in position to win, or at 
worst, force overtime. But Ben Roethlis 
berger gambled when he didn’t need to 

and 
“We're not to look back and 

Roethlisberger said. ~We lost & game and 
1 threw a pick in the end zone at the end 
of the game to lose it.” 
Just as bad, the Steelers were in control 

in the fourth quarter and didn't look com 
fortable. all the time against the 
Patriots, especially for 
® The Seahawks are out of control 
Pete Carroll is one of the NFL's best 

coaches; nobody gets his guys to play 
harder. However, what Carroll has been 
geting for sin that 8 shonth will eos 

a playofY berth, ending five 

undisciplined as any team. It's a shame, 
because Russell Wilson has enhanced his 
game so much, but has little to show for 
" 
“No, there is nothing to be happy 

about. That wie 4 really das prefor 
mance by us,” Carroll said after getting 
hammered by the Rams, 42.7 
® The NFC is the place to go in the 

postseason 
Sure, Patriots- Steelers was entertaining 

Sunday. Whether it will be so in a month 
if the teams meet again, who knows? 

It’s time to recognize the wide-open 



DAILYRUNDOWN 
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

ON THE AIR 
College Football 

Boca Raton Bowl: Akron vs 
FAU, 6 p.m. ESPN 
Men's College Basketball 
Marshall at Xavier, 5:30 

p.m. FS1 
South Carolina at Clemson, 

6 p.m, ESPN2 
Dartmouth at Notre Dame, 6 

p.m. ESPNU 
Texas ABM-Corpus Christi 

ot Ole Miss, 6 p.m., SEC 
The Citadel at Ohio State, 6 

pm. BTN 
FAU at Texas Tech. 7 p.m 

FSSW+, FCSC 
Belmont at Western Ken. 

tucky, 7 p.m., FCSA 
Chicago State at SIU Ed 

wardsville, 7 p.m , FCSP 
Morehead State at Butler 

7.30 p.m. FS1 

Georgia Tech at Georgia, 8 
pm. ESPN2 
Stephen F Austin at Mis. 

souri, 8 p.m. ESPNU 
Mercer vs Alabama, 8 pm 

SEC 
Southern Utah at lowa_ 8 

pm, BTN 
Rice at New Mexico, 8:30 

FAU at Texas Tech, 7 p.m 
KPET 105.1 FM/890 AM 

(Lamesa) 

WHAT'S ON DECK 
High School 

Boys Basketball 

Midland High at Crane, 7 pm 

Trinity at Lubbock Al Saints. 7 30 pm 
MCA at Greenwood, 8 p.m 

Brownfield at Andrews. 6 p m 

Garden City at Trent. 8 pm 

Girls Basketball 

Abilene Cooper at Midland High, 6 p.m 
MCA at Greenwood. 6 30 pm 

Trinity at Lubbock All Saints. 6 p m 

Garden City at Trent, 6.30 p tn 
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Coahoma’s Billingsley honored 
on APSE Class 3A all-state team 

| From staff and wire reports 

Coahoma senior line- 
backer Caimon Billingsley 
has been named to the 
honorable 
mention 
defense of 
the 2017 

Class 3A 
| all-state 
| high 
school football team 

Billingsley had 112 
tackles, two sacks, five 
tackles for loss, four forced 
fumbles, four fumble 
recoveries and one fumble 
return for a touchdown 
during the Bulldogs’ 2017 
regular season 

TEXAS APSE CLASS JA ALL STATE 
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NPSL: Barnes steps down as Sockers FC coach 
From staff reports 

vThe Midland-Odessa Sockers F( 
announced Monday - 
that head coach Matt 
Barnes has stepped 
down from his post 
after a four-year 
stint 

Barnes’ decision 
was motivated by his 
desire 10 spend more | 
time with his family 
during the summer 
months in San 

Antonio, where he serves as head 

coach at St. Mary's University 
The Sockers FC achieved many 

milestones under Barnes, which 
included an appearance in the 2017 
National Premier Soccer League 

national championship game, a first 
round win in its first-ever U.S. Open 
Cup mn 2015, and a run to the Premier 
Development League national semifi 
nals in 2016 

The Sockers reached the postsea 
son in three of Bares’ four seasons 
“We cannot thank Matt enough for 

what he has done for our team during 
his four-year tenure in West Texas,” 
Sockers FC general manager of soc 

~er operations Jeff VonHolle said in a 
press release. “Without his leadership 
on the pitch, Sockers FC would not 
have been able to grow the way it has 
in that time.” 

The Sockers FC are now in search 
of a head coach for the 2018 season 
The Sockers are seeking coaches 
with college or club level experience, 
and that have a multitude of contacts 
with college coaches in order to 
bring players to West Texas. 

Interested applicants should con 
tact VonHolle by phone at (432) 520 
2255 or via e-mail at jvonholle@ 
midlandrockhounds.org 

Freeman runs for 126 yards, Falcons hold off Bucs 24-21 
By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla Devonta Freeman 
rushed for 126 yards and a touch 
down to help the Atlanta Falcons stay 
close in the tight NFC South race 
with a 24-21 victory over the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers on Monday ni; 
Freeman scored on a 32-yard run 

midway through the fourth quarter, 
restoring a 10-point lead for the Fal 
cons (9-5), who then barely hung on 

| 10 win for the fifth time in six games 
and remain one behind New 
Orleans and Carolina in the division 
standings 

Freeman also caught five passes for 
a team- 68 yards and had a first 
half recovered in the end zone 
by teamma‘e Levine Toilolo for a 
touchdown. Matt Ryan threw an ear} 
TD pass to Justin Hardy and fin 

| 17 of 31 passing for 212 yards and no 
L 

| ¥ | Jameis Winston threw for 299 
yards and three TDs for the Bucs (4- 
10), including a |6-yarder to Adam 

| Humphries that trimmed Atlanta's 
| lead 10 24-21 with 3:51 remaining 
| Winston, who also threw TD passes 
| of 30 yards to OJ. Howard and 42 
| yards to Mike Evans, got the ball 

with a minute and nearly 

passes 
his 29 to the Atlanta 36. Patrick 
Murray came on to try a S4-yard field 
goal 10 tie it, but the kick sailed wide 

| right as time expired. 
| The Falcons play at New Orleans 
| next Sunday, then close the regular 
| season at home against Carolina 
the two teams they ‘re chasing in the 
division race. 
The Bucs have lost nine of 11 fol- 
ing 4 3.5 lst Jing 8 dp tech 
after finishing 9-7 a year ago in their 

Tampa 

Phelan M. EbenhackiAssociated Press 

Buccaneers free safety Chris Conte (23) bresks up a pass intended for 
Atianta wide receiver Justin Hardy during the second half of an NFL game 
Monday in Tampa, Fla. 

first season under coach Dirk Koetter 

Ring of honor 

Former Bucs coach Jon Gruden, 
who's spent the past nine seasons as 
ESPN's game analyst on Monday 
Night Football, was inducted into the 

of Honor at James 

Gruden was acquired from the 
Oskland Raiders in exchange for two 

12/31 Toasting for Tails New Year's Eve Bash 
at DoubleTree 8 pm - 1am 
tickets: toastingfortails.eventbrite.com 
PLEASE VISIT THE EVENTS SECTION OF OUR WEBSITE 

WWW. .MIDLANDHUMANE ORG 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Gruden was fired after the 2008 
season and moved into the broadcast 
booth the following season. The Bucs 
haven't made the playoffs since 2007 
and don’t have a postseason win since 
their Super Bow! run 1S years ago 
The coach's sons — Deuce, Mike 

and Jayson — led the Bucs out of the 
tunnel before the game as the team's 

flag runners. 
Gruden is the | 1th member of the 

Ri or Hcnes. utaing ai of Fo. 

nd Derrch y and Brooks, as well as 
Williams, John Lynch, John McKay, 
Mike Alstott, Jimmie Giles, Paul 
Gruber and Malcom Glazer. 

ENHANCED ADOPTION CENTER 
Open for adoptions Mon. - Sat. 12-7 6 Sun. 124 Services with unique 

Co 



Bushong’s 25 propels 
Klondike past MCA 

From staff reports 

LAMESA — Alexi Bushong scored a 
game-high 25 points to lead the Klondike 
girls basketball team to a 57-46 win over 
No. 4-ranked Midland Classical in a non- 
district game Monday 
MCA (8-4) had two players score in 

double figures, as Leia Beattie recorded 
21 points and Kori Kirk contributed with 
10. 

Trailing 42-40 through three quarters, 

the Lady Knights were held to only six 
fourth-quarter points by the Lady Cou- 
gars’ defense 
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TEXAS COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL ROUNDUP 

NO. 15 TCU 91, TEXAS SOUTHERN 72 
FORT WORTH — Viadimir Brodziansky had 

18 points and 10 rebounds, leading undefeated 
No. 15 TCU over winless Texas Southern 91.72 
on Monday right 

Consecutive 3-pointers from Alex Robinson 

and Kenrich Wilhams sparked a second-half 
surge. giving the Horned Frogs (11-0) some 

breathing room after a surprisingly close first 
half. The Frogs led by just two at the break, but 
their lead grew to 25 after halftime JO Miller led 
TCU with 20 points. 

Trae Jeflerson 22.8 points per 
game. finished with 29 for Texas Southern (0 
12) He had 13 points before the break. shooting 
3 of § from 3-point range 

Texas Southern went on a 16-5 run late in the 
first half. punctuated by Robert Lewis’ 3-pointer 
with 2 24 left 10 give the Tigers their first lead 
since 2-0. But the Horned Frogs closed out the 
half with a 6-0 run in the final minute. including 
two free throws by Desmond Bane after the of 
ficials put 0 1 seconds back on the dock 

TCU stretched its winning streak to 16 dating 
10 last season, the longest in the nation. Texas 
Southern has yet to play a home game and 
remains winless 

Women 
NO. § BAYLOR 85, NICHOLLS STATE 43 
THIBODAUX, La — Kalan: Brown had 18 

manned Los Angeles Clippers 109-91 

on Monday night in Kawhi Leonard's 
home debut this season 

Tony Parker had 16 points and 
seven assists in 23 minutes, his 
second-longest stint after missing the 
first 19 games while recovering from 
loft quadriceps tendon surgery 

San Antonio is taking a similar 
incremental approach with Leonard, 

limiting his minutes afer he missed 
the first 27 games of the season due 
to right quadriceps tendinopathy 

Leonard did not play in the second 

hall against the Clippers after scoring 
seven points in 16 minutes during 
the first halt. ending Nis streak of 110 
straight games scoring in double 
figures 

ROCKETS 120, JAZZ 9 
HOUSTON — Eric Gordon scored 

17 of his season-high 33 points in the 
fourth quarter to power a huge run 
that put the Houston Rockets on lop. 
ar Guy CAI ul 24h SHS 
win, 120-99 over the Utah Jazz on 
Monday night 
Houston used a 15-0 run early 

n the fourth 10 take the lead and 

by 
Gordon io make it 111-88 with about 
three minutes lo go. 

James Harden added 26 points. 
Clint Capela had 24 points and 20 

range for most of the night, making 
just rine of 31 3-pointers in the frst 
three quarters. The found their groove 
in the final period. when they made 
eight of 12 with five from Gordon 
10 pull sway for their 20h win In 21 
games. 
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points and seven rebounds in a return 10 her na- 

tive south Louisiana, and No. 6 Baylor defeated 

Nicholls State 85-43 on Monday night 
Lauren Cox scored 15 points on 7-of-8 shoot 

ng for Baylor (10-1) which also finished with 

a 55-23 rebounding advantage en route 10 its 
seventh straight victory 
Freshman Ursin Moon, also playing near 

home made her first career start and delighted 
a throng of green-clad tans behind the Baylor 
bench She scored her most points yet with 11 

Tykoria Wiliams scored 21 for Nicholls Giate 
(5-5), but she had tle help as the Colonels saw 

thew four-game winning streek snapped 
Kristy Wallace added 14 points for the Lady 

Bears. who outshot Nicholls 55 9 percent (33 of 

59) to 28.3 percent (17 of 80) 

Nicholls was able 10 keep the game compet 

tive throughout the first quarter. largely because 
the Lady Bears’ shoolers needed a few minutes 
to find ther range 

Baylor led just 12-10 late in the first penod 
and was stil as close as 23-17 early in the 
second period when Tia Charles fed Cassidy 

Barrios for a layup 

Juicy Landrum who finished with 11 ponts 

ht a 3 10 begin Baylor's onslaught, igniting 
2 10-1 run that became a 35-4 surge that 

spanned until late in the third period and made 
the score 58-21 

#
 

i
 

| 
{i

 H 

j
i
n
i
 

ST
H | { i

f
 

i 5 i f 

iff
 

TABC HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL RANKINGS 
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Edward A. Ornelas/San Antonio Express-News 

Evans (1), from left, Austin Rivers (25) and 
the ATAT Center. The Spurs won 109-91 

had 15 and Torrey 
career-high 14 for the 
lod by 10 points early in 
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Associated Press Coach of the 
Year is UCF’s Scott Frost 

By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 

Scott Frost 1s The Associated Press 
coach of the year after leading Cen 
tral Florida to an unbeaten season 
and a spot in the Peach Bowl! 

Frost has already accepted the Ne 
braska head coaching job, but plans 
10 complete the season with UCF 
and coach the 1 0th-ranked Knights 
against No. 7 Auburn 

Frost received 21 first-place votes 
and 100 points from 57 Top 25 poll 
voters who submitted ballots. Kirby 
Smart of Georgia finished second 
with seven first-place votes and 55 
points. Clemson's Dabo Swinney 
finished third with seven votes and 
1X points 

Oklahoma's Lincoln Riley (four 
16) was fourth and Miami's Mark 
Richt (five. 28) was fifth. UAB's Bill 
Clark (six). Wisconsin's Paul Chryst 

(three), lowa State's Matt Campbell 
(two), Fresno State's Jeff Tedford 
(one) and Auburn's Gus Malzahn 
(one) also received first-place votes 

Frost took over at UCF two years 
ago with the Knights coming off an 
0-12 season. He got them to a bowl! 
game last season, going 6-7. This 
season, the Knights exceeded all 
expectations. UCF won the Amencan 
Athletic Conference and were the 
highest-scoring team in the country 
at 49 points per game 

“I was very fortunate to work with 
a special group at UCF for the last 
two years,” Frost said in a statement 
to the AP. “I've told them a number 
of times that what they accomplished 
this season was nothing short of 
impossible. Any honor or award | 
receive based on what we accom 
plished 2s a team is a credit to those 
student-athletes. I'm very proud 
10 have been a part of this magical 

season.” 
The 42-year-old Frost took the 

job as Nebraska coach right after 
the AAC title game, returning to his 
alma mater and home-state school 
He has essentially been doing two 
jobs since, recruiting for Nebraska 

and preparing the Knights for the 
bow! game 

Frost was offensive coordinator at 
Oregon before taking the UCF job. 
The former Nebraska quarterback is 
taking over a team that went 4-8 this 
season under Mike Riley 
The AP coach of the year was 

started in 1998 Frost is the first 
coach from UCF to win the award 
and the second coach from outside 
a Power Five or BCS automatic 
qualifying conference to win. The 
first was Gary Patterson of TCU in 
2009, when the Horned Frogs were 
members for the Mountain West 
Conference 

Panthers name Tina Becker COO, 
she now runs daily operation 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N( 

The Panthers have an 
nounced Tina Becker has 
been promoted to Chief 
Operating Officer and been 
given full control of the 
day-to-day management of 
the organization 

The move comes after 
the NFL launched an 
mvestigation into alleged 
sexual and racist miscon 
duct by longtime owner 
Jerry Richardson. The 
81-year-old is stepping 
away from the daily opera 
tion of the team and will 
focus on the pending sale 
of the franchise 

These have been some 
of the most difficult days 
of my 19 years with the 
Panthers, but | am lifted up 
by the strong resolve and 
the commitment our em 
ployees have shown to this 
organization,” Becker said 

Mike McCarn/Associeted Press 

Carolina Panthers owner Jerry Richardson watches the action during the first naif of an NFL game 
between the Caroline Panthers and the Green Bay Packers on Sunday in Charlotte, N.C. The 
Carolina Panthers have announced that owner Jerry Richardson is selfing the NFL franchise amid 
an investigation by the league into allegations of sexual and racist misconduct by Richardson in the 
workplace 

in a news release Monday 
Our team on the field 

1s performing at a very 
high level, and | believe 1s 
bound for the Super Bow! 
“My immediate focus 

will be to ensure the cor 
porate side of the organiza 
tion performs at the same 

1 st bowl game since 2008 for Florida Atlantic 
Associated Press 

Boca Raton Bowl: Ak 
ron (7-6) vs. FAU (10-3), 
Dec. 19, 6 p.m. (ESPN) 

Line: Florida Atlantic 
by 22 

Series Record: first 
meeting 

In coach Lane Kiffin's 
first year at Florida Ar- 
lantic, the Owls reached a 
bowl for the first time since 
a 2008 Motor City Bow! 
victory, and a win would 

Tor the program. The program. 
who went 3.9 
past three years, 
on Hie eSgised 

onference USA 
is season. The 

high level, while address 
ing the real concerns that 
have been raised in recent 
days 

Team president Danny 
Morrison had resigned 
carlier in the year, and 

there was no COO before, 
or after, his resignation 

Becker began her 
career with the Panthers 
as a cheerleader and later 
became the squad's coach 
She has served in a variety 
of other management roles 
during her career with 
the Panthers, including 
directing the organization's 

business and administrative 
operations, ticketing and 
sponsorship, and stadium 
operations as well as deal 
ing with league affairs 

Prior to joining the 
owner's office, Becker was 
the team’s director of en 
tertainment from 2012-14 

a postseason game in their 
home stadium 

Key matchup 

LB Ulysees Gilbert will 
likely need to tackle Devin 
S 4 lot to keep 

Akron in the 
game is a first 
team all-Mid- American 

120 tackles each of the last 
two seasons. has 

a; touch: 
orm Tory erie Atlanic 
while averaging 6.5 yards 
per carry. 

Players to watch 

Florida Atlantic: 
10 create holes for 
tary are LT Reggie 

LG Roman Fernandez and 
CA Woods. Each 
's a Conference USA first- 
team choice. 

Akron: DB Alvin 
59and 170 

2005 , thea lost 10 Toledo 
FAU leads the 

The Owls rank sixth 
in rushing offense with 283 
yards per game, and ninth 
in scoring offense at 39.8 
... Owls § Jalen Young is 
tied for first with seven 
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From 1C 

tenured coach with the 
same team in the league 

| It's time for Cincinnati to 
move on from the coach 

| who is 0-7 in the play 
offs and whose team has 
regressed in all facets 

It's even worse across 
the state in Cleveland 

| In a league where teams 
commonly leap from the 
bottom toward the top 
the Eagles, Rams, Jaguars 
and Saints this year — the 
Browns remain bottom 
feeders. Unless they pull a 
repeat of 2016 by winning 
their 1 5th game after 14 
straight defeats, they'll 
almost certainly match 
Detroit's 0-16 ignominy of 
2008 
Who should go? Down 

trodden Cleveland fans 

Cowsoys 
From 1C 

Cowboys face Seattle (8-6) 
at home Sunday in another 
game with playoff implica 
tons. 

“Any time you add a 
layer of Zeke's caliber 

k in the lineup, he's 
going 10 help you,” coach 
jason Garrett said. “He's 
going 10 take some pres 
sure off else 
He's just that kind of 

yer and he's been that 
ind of player for us.” 
Cowboys owner Jerry 

Jones said he was planning 
to meet with Elliott on 
Monday, the first the 
running back was all 
back into team headquar 
fers 
While Jones denied a 

connection, the suspension 
was followed by friction 
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will sum it up succinctly 

Everyone.” 
8 Green Bay should 

shut down Aaron Rodgers 
The Packers quarter 

back is one of the best 
ever, headed for Canton 
Watching him at Carolina 
on Sunday was almost as 

painful as the shots he was 
taking and the looks on 
his face after them. Yes, 
Rodgers is a courageous 
performer and leader, but 
with the Pack headed home 
on New Year's Day (bar 
ring some major collapses 

throughout the NFC), let 
him fully heal for 2018 
® Jimmy Garoppolo is 

the real deal 
Hey, Niners, sign the 

guy this week to a long 

term deal. He'll be worth 
it 

between Jones and Com 
missioner Roger Goodell 
over a contract extension 

for Goodell. The deal was 
eventually completed, 
with Jones and Goodell 
trying to appear as if all 
was forgiven during NFI 
meetings in the Dallas area 
last week 
“We're just glad to have 

him back,” Jones said of 
Elliott. “This has been a 
rough year for Zeke, and 
he'll be the first to say that 
he knows his fans have 
had it up and down with 
him here. And now they're 
back together again, and 
maybe we'll get a chance 
to really do something 
special. Maybe we can get 
in the playoffs.” 
The Cowboys still need 

help to get there 
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How to play - Complete the crosswond puzzie by 
looking at the Cues and unscrambling the answers 

2.40.17 
“7 CLUE: At age 16, this actor was accepted to the 

National Youth Theater of Great Britain 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 

fo form four ordinary words 

SOLSF 

©2017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC = 

Jumbles: ALBUM APPLY SHABBY UNPAID 
Yostarday's Answer. The future eye doctors were — PUPILS 

DiS rosy 
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By Grant Boroughs 
(c12017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 

Each Wuzzle is a word riddle which 
creates a disguises word, phrase, name, 

pine ample 
OON ye GOOD AFTERNOON 

3 WUZZLES BOOKLETS 

“The Best of Wuzzies™ (34 00), “More of the 
Best of Wuzzles™ ($4 50), and “Wuzzles for 
il (34 33) wre veslable oupud, WORD PUZZLES BY T= (34.25) ae available. 

yoo emg 7 $2406 

Print Your LITT] Here: 

Today's Answers: 

sanswang ‘gz 

suopaesy Supnpay | 
12-19 

Created hy Tom Underwood LJ 2 poo 
www wurzieking com 

smsuy 
insu 7 

womsren: SITTIN 
Theres a litde bit of everything in 

Education 
Look for it in Tuesday’ edition of the Reporter. Telegram 
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Campbell, Hershey bet that 
salty snacks will reignite sales 

By Craig Giammona 

Bloomberg 

In a packaged-food industry suffering 
from weak demand and shifting consumer 
tastes, there's still one safe bet: salty snacks 

Potato chips, popcorn and other savory 
fare have cemained strong sellers, cven as 
other categories languish. And that's driving 
companies’ M&A strategies: Campbell Soup 
Co. and Hershey Co. both announced deals 
on Monday that give them well-known 
savory brands 
Campbell is acquiring Snyder's-Lance Inc 

for about $4.9 billion in cash, adding Cape 
Cod potato chips, Snyder's pretzels and Pop 
Secret popcorn 10 its portfolio. Hershey, 
meanwhile, is snapping up Amplify Snack 
Brands, spending roughly $921 million for a 
business that's best known for Skinny Pop 
popcom 

t's no coincidence that the two deals are 
targeting the same category, said Ken Shea, 
an analyst at Bloomberg Intelligence. “It’s a 
group that's been growing consistently.” he 
said 
Campbell and Hershey occupy different 

parts of the supermarket, but their core prod 
ucts are suffering a similar form of stagna 
tion. Canned soup has lost favor with many 
Americans, sending Campbell into a three 
year slump. At Hershey, management is 
grappling with sugary treats becoming more 

Toys ‘R’ Us may close at least 100 stores | 
By Lauren Coleman-Lochner 

and Matt Townsend 
Bloomberg 

Toys “R™ Us, which filed for bankruptcy 
in September, 1s considering closing at least 
100 U.S. stores in the face of weak holiday 

sales, according to people with knowledge 
of the situation 

U.S. sales have declined about 15 percent 
this Christmas-shopping season from a year 
earlier, according to people recently briefed 
on the matter who asked not to be ident 
fied because the information isn't public 

The number of closed stores could reach 
approximately 200, one of the people sad 
but no decision has been made 

‘Final decisions about our real estate 
portfolio will be done only after careful 
consideration about the best interests of our 
business,” said spokeswoman Amy von 
Walter. “Any speculation on that figure 1s 
premature and likely to be inaccurate 
The Wayne, New Jersey-based company 

operated 879 U.S. stores as of the end of 
January, according to its last annual report 

| The prospect of Toys “R" Us closing 
locations deals another potential blow to its 
biggest suppliers, Mattel and Hasbro. The 
toymakers have already blamed Toys “R” 
Us's bankruptcy for hurting results 

Mattel, the maker of Barbie and Fisher 
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taboo especially its hallmark milk choco- 
late 
As tastes change, the 10 largest packaged- 

food companies in the U.S. have seen about 
$17 billion in revenue evaporate over the 
past three years. Consumers are seeking out 
more fresh food, which is typically found on 
the perimeter of supermarkets. Breakfast 
cereal and other longtime staples are 
increasingly gering leh out of grocery carts 

Though potato chips and pretzels aren't 
typically viewed as healthy, they've 
remained popular with Americans seeking 
convenience and on-the-go snacking. And 
the category of pre- popcorn, such as 
Skinny Pop, has in recent years. 
Campbell's expects the Snyder 's-Lance 

deal to begin ing to eamings by fiscal 
2019, which ends in July of that year. The 
Camden, New Jersey-based company has 
already scen the power of savory snacks 
within its current lineup. While soup has 
slumped, sales of its Goldfish crackers have 
helped boost results. 
Campbell shares rose as much as 2.2 per. 

cent to $50.66 on Monday in the wake of the 
announcement. Snyder’s-Lance climbed 6.9 

percent to $50.01, in line with the deal price 
Hershey rose up to | percent to $115.32 

Amplify, whose ticker BETR 1s meant to 
convey the idea of better snacking, gained as 
much as 72 percent to $12.01 close to its 
$12-a-share transaction price 

Price, has been particularly hard hit, with 
sales plunging in North America last quar 
ter. 

Shutting stores is common practice for 
bankrupt retailers, but Toys “R”™ Us has said 
that its Chapter 11 filing wouldn't herald a 
big retrenchment for the largest toy-store 
chain 

Chief Executive Officer Dave Brandon 
said in Segue that the company was 
pushing al with plans to open more 
stores in some cities 

And it was contemplating extending the 
lease on its Times Square location, which 
opened in August as a temporary holiday 
shop 

But with sales continuing to tumble, Toys 
R"” Us may have tough choices ahead. The 

bankruptcy process makes it easier to exit 
leases and shut down the company's worst 
performing locations 
And the sop has said that it would 

continue to eva 

the restructuring process 
Weak holiday results threaten to compl 

cate the retailer's plans to get its finances in 
order and emerge from bankruptcy with an 
improved balance sheet 

Before filing for bankruptcy, the compa 
ny had been weighed down by roughly $5 
billion in debt, stemming from a leveraged 
buyout last decade led by Bain Capital 
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| Deals and hopes for corporate 
| tax cuts drive stocks higher 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks 
climbed again Monday and set more 
records as investors grew more cer- 

| twin Republicans will pass their tax 
plan this week. Technology compa- 

| nies climbed, as did banks and 

or taxes 

Stocks have made hefty gains as | 

| 
| 

gained 14.35 points, or 0.5 percent 

to 2,690.16. The Dow Jones indus- 
trial average advanced 140 46 
points, or 0.6 percent, to 24,792 20 
The Nasdaq composite traded 
above 7,000 for the first time but lat- 
or slipped below that milestone. It 
rose 58 18 points, or 0.8 percent, lo 
6,994.76 The Russell 2000 index of 
smaller company stocks climbed 
18 50 points. or 1 2 percent, to 

1.548 92 

Metal prices rise 
Gold rose $8 to $1,265 50 an 

ounce. Silver added 14 cents to 
| $16.21 an ounce. Copper picked up 
| 1 cent to $3 15 a pound 

MIDLAND STOCKS 
Publicly 

| Concho Resources (CXO) 
Closing Price $138 51 Up 2 11 

Dawson Geophysical (DWSN) 
Closing Price $4 92 Up 0 13 

Diamondback Energy (FANG) 
Closing Price $109.65 Up 0 13 

Legacy Reserves (LGCY) 
Closing Price $1.23 Down 0 03 

(MXC) 
3.99 Up 0 24 

| Mexco E: 
Closing Price 

| Natural Gas Services Group (NGS) 
Closing Price $25 40 Down 0.30 

| ProPetro Holdings (PUMP) 
Closing Price $19 00 Up 0.15 

| RSP Permian (RSPP) 
| Closing Price $36 91 Up 0 39 

| Ring Energy (REN) 
Closing Price $13.22 Up 0.38 

Viper Energy Partners 
| Closing Price $21 97 Up 0.27 

on 
id 
cu 

-- 
on 

»~ 
1000 
» 

ma 
ny 

oo» 
ed 
"a 
no 
ae 
"ne 

na 
"es 
nm» 
“wn 
awn 
"ns 
"nn 
mn 
war 
ns 
10 
om 
nu 
nn 
0 

on 

Rd 
oo» 
m 

“sy 
-» 
“ee 

“Nn 
or 
ow 
“an 
“en 
» 

-o- 
-™ 
“ew 

2 
mn 
on H

T
H
 H
TI
HA
S 

OE 

stocks or mutual funds listed? 
Send your favorite to sdoreen@mrt.com or mmcewen@mirt com 

We will regularly update the Permian Basin stocks list 
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The wi built his house rock 

PROOFING S- Then he hired Hartman t roof ft OOFIN 
432-522-1117 All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates aponvinn this ad. and receive $300.00 

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE Commercial ® Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!! www. HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more 
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client interaction are essential Excelent Salary and Benefit package 
For more information or 10 Submit your resume, contact 
‘employment@ngegi.com or call 412-262-2700 

This is a AE me salaried position. shite for Al benefits Inchuding he sith 
sion. dental and paid me off with excellent staring salary 

To apply, please email your resume and cover letter 0 
sheckierfihearsing com 
No phone calle pleese 

UINTAH 
SURVEYOR 

Land Survey Crew Chiefs 
UINTAN is looking 19 Nee in Saminele TX | Coridhad NM 

GueBhicotions. 

* Mhrimum of 1 pears reperence with Tremble (9% Surveying Products 

* Experience in OF and Gan Surveying 

+ Leperence coflectng survey dota 10 support Ovi Engreerng desig projects 

Lroakont benef package snd competitive rages 

Wel orf ot www ALINE (0 

a  —— 0  — —  ~5 
——. —— — 

EARN UP TO 
$500 PER WEEK! 
Do you have 

a reliable car V 4 2 
with insurance 

and a phone?? 

Become an 

independent 

contractor delivering 

the Midland 
Reporter-Telegram 
in the in the Midland, 

Odessa, Andrews, Stanton, 

and Big Spring areas. 

Please come by our office 

located at 201 E. Illinois 

and fill out a carrier 

information sheet. Oscar 

Ronquillo 432-687-9001 

LAE EISENSS SP Ka LP B.1 

THE 

Midland. Texas T9707 or emal them to Bily Mays at 
biy@Rmidteschminand com You may seo fax your resume io (412) 894 

£ MAND WELDERS NEEDED 
| 3 Yen Experience § 8 Pon Tout Render 
Apply In parson only - no phone calle 

Fab Tech Drilling Equipment 
| | 2228 Swen Road, Odessa TX T9784 

LOCAL TRUCK DRIVER COL A OR 8 / SHOT CREW MEMBER 

Austin Powder Company ia hiring ot sur Midland. TX location 
Duties 

| | Operate company vehicles to Wanapont products to and from job shes 

Company. 
Email humanresources@eustinpowder com or Fax: (716) 991-1568 

LEO Employer WF Veta Dinsbied 
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GAN 
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tuff for 
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mrt classifieds 
. Q) 4326826999 @ 432.682.6222 QQ) mrtclassific 

Cause No. 7104 in the | | 8 t h District 

Court in Martin County, Texas, the fol- 
lowing property will be sald by public 

auction 

THE SURFACE ONLY OF SECTION 43, § 
BLOCK 37, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH, 
TEXAS & PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA- J 
NY SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 233, 
MARTIN COUNTY, TEXAS, CONTAIN-} 
ING 640.81 ACRES OF LAND, MORE § 
OR LESS 

am. and 10:30 am 

For information about the property, | 
| please contact Brent Preston at (806) § 

] 470-0464 

Kitchen 
ystem 

Lal 
Dwector 

1 i 
f
g
 

ISSUANCE Dee 1, 2017 StanaPermdt No §33126 
NOTICE OF PROTEST DEADLINE 5.00 PM. Jan 5. 2078 
Re Rarosd Commission of Texas 

ATTN Dring Permit Unt 

PO Box 12087 
Austin. Texas 78711.2087 

Fax (512) 463.4780 
Ema SWRITQRAC TEXAS GOV 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

Yon 10 he LEASE LINE requirement for the NEW DRILL perm in Sec. 23. Bk 

Thurs., Dec 21st, 2pm a 17 ma 8. dc AND, evn PURBOANT TO THE TED of 

Cometasion's Dring Permit Unit ot nde 37 (914834791 

WF YOU WISH TO REQUEST A HEARING ON THIS APPLICATION, AN INTENT TO AP. 

LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO PROTEST AND THE REQUESTED PERMIT MAY 
ADMBISTRATIVELY 

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICATION REQUIRES PUBLICA TION 

The ication and identity of the wet it as shown below 
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You can advertise your business 
for as little as $47.00 month 

Freezers, Stoves, Washers & Dryers. 
Free Service Call with Repair. Free Removal. 

Full Warranty, Very Affordable Prices. 
M&M Appliances 

ll Culligan of West Texas 
Residential & Commercial 
FREE WATER ANALYSIS 

563-2690 

We buy homes in any areca 
| in any condition. 

Call the Scott Williams 
Team of Realtors 

days! 432-661-0622 

EXPERIENCED 
MOUSE CLEANING 
432.681.0493 

Let Classifieds Work for 
You! Call 

432-682-6222 
HAULING & Cleanouts 
Home. slomge. or of 
foe 432-809-139 

You pick $200 ®, or | 
pick $4.00 © 432.528. 
210. 

Classified 

Brel 

‘w/ borus om 

2 car garnge 
$1100me. Midland 
Leave 0 own 
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Wee IN 2% 
omputer desk 528. 

0 gallon plastic ber 
rein $5 pipe Bveader 
sot $40 432.382.8419 

b i noe ownhome ) bed: 
rom 3 bate. We. 
place. double car 8 
rage. sorinkier system. 

682-6222 
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Midland Rep 

Media Group 

remier media provider in the community. Let our team of expert 

t driven, first rate digital and print marketing strategy for your | 

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES 

MAT Media Group has an extensive offering of digtal 
promotional took that produce measurable results for 
today's online marketing arena We offer marketing 

solutions through digital channels such as search engines, 
websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

MAGAZINE MARKETING SERVICES 

MAT Media Group has an extensive ine of Magazine 

publications offering » variety of local content and 

specialized categories to Mt all your needs We offer MRT 

Business insider, Midland Magazine, Discover Midland, MRT 

AN American and MRT Off Report 

PRINT MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group is a seven day » week paper offering a 
variety of local content and specialized categories to ft all 
your needs. We offer Education, Health. The Weekender, 

Faith & Philanthropy, Off and Gas and Cultural sections. 

We don't sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers 

and engage with them to grow your business! 

Local, Trustworthy, News At Your Finger Tips. 
Advertise - 432-687-8811 
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John Leicester /Associated Press 

This photo taken from a 4K video Oct. 18 shows a skier performing a jump during training on the glacier above Saas-Fee, Switzerland. The 
attracted skiers and snowboard athletes from an array of nations, who came hunting for snow on which 10 irsin sarly in the season shead 

Pyeongchang Olympics 
the 2018 

Climate change hits Winter 
Olympic preparation 

By Eddie Pells 
and John Leicester 

Associated Press 

SAAS-FEE, Switzerland — The ath 

letes’ half-hour commute in the Swiss Alps 
up two gondolas, then through a tunnel 

mn the world's highest underground train to 
a glacier at 11,000 feet — served up daily 
grim reminders that global warming is 
threatening their line of work 

After exiting the train, they squelched 
through a field of grayish mud to reach 
shrinking snowfields scarred by new 
crevasses. Occasionally, they heard the 
sharp roars of glacial ice breaking off in 
monster chunks, then echoing across the 
peaks where they trained jumps, tricks and 
turns for the Pyeongchang Olympics. Most 
days, they basked in brilliant, snow-melting 
sunshine that bathed the whole scene in 
deceptive beauty 

Another subtle but telltale indicator of 
climate change’s disruptive impact on 
winter sports: Many athletes — here 5,000 
miles away from the Rockies and 3,500 
miles from the Green Mountains of New 
England had the letters “USA” embla 
zoned on their jackets. Americans once had 
little need to swap continents to guarantee 
offseason access to snow. But warming is 
forcing athletes 10 hunt farther from home 
for wintry conditions, particularly just 
months away from an Olympics. 
“Without the snow and the cold in the 

places in the States where it’s normall 
cold, we have 10 travel over here and a 
place on a glacier to get a couple of jumps 
off,” said Jon Lillis, world champion in 
aerials skiing. “Something that terrifies 
every winter athlete daily is the fact that the 
conditions are not as good as they used to 

be. You see videos of people skiing on gla 
ciers back in the ‘80s and ‘70s, and half of 
that glacier doesn't even exist anymore 

Last year, the acrials team sic water 
training at its headquarters in Park City, 
Utah, in mid-October, then sat and waited 
a month for snow that came late to the 
mountain that hosted the Winter Games | 5 
years ago. The World Cup season began in 
China, and the Americans were forced to 
travel there not having set foot on snow in 
months. The results, not surprisingly, were 
dismal: not a single podium and only one 
finish in the top § 

Lesson learned: This season, they up- 
rooted to glaciers at Saas-Fee, Switzerland, 
and Ruka, Finland, for autumn training 
needed to be competitive at February's 
Winter Games in South Korea 

The hunt for offseason training spots 
like these is increasingly a scramble, and 
not just for the Americans. The hellishly 
named “Lucifer” heat wave that baked 
Europe in July and August wreaked havoc 
on teams’ schedules. Canadian skicross 
racers had to cancel plans to train on Italy's 
Stelvio glacier that tumed a sickly gray, 
rerouting to Mount Hood, Oregon, mstead 
Canadians endured issues elsewhere, scrub. 
bing a planned summer training trip to 
Argentina because of hostile weather and 
extreme winds. 

France's moguls team cut short a July 
training camp on its home glacier in Tignes 
afler a crevasse opened the course, 
which this Jou had just one jump instead 
of the usual two because of a shortage of 
snow, said team member Ben Cavet 
He was shocked by the visible deterio 

ration of his regular venue for summer 
training 

“It’s crazy, you know? | always thought 
global warming was like your granddad 

going, ‘Oh, | used to go and ski here 20 or 
30 years ago and there was more snow, 
Cavet said in an interview. “But now we re 
ally are talking eight years. | can see a huge 
difference. Up on the glacier, now there s 
this huge po 3 you know like a big rock, 
that you couldn't even see before.” 

“It is worrying, very worrying,” he 
added. “What scares me about global 
warming is that you can see that the world 
is suffering in some of the most beautiful 
places on Earth." 

Other glaciers suffered, too 
® Austria's Moelltaler Glacier closed 

from Aug. 15-Sept. 7 because of what its 
operators said were “water gutters in the 
ice” and other safety concerns 
® The Stubai Glacier, also in Austria, is 

deteriorating. U.S. coach Mike Jankowski, 
who brought some of the snowboarders 
and freeskiers there afier the Saas-Fee trip, 
said there are concerns that some of the big 
buildings, drilled into the permafrost on 
the glacier, might not be stable for much 
longer. 
® Italy's Stelvio, billed as the Alps’ larg. 

est summer skiing area, shut for 21 days in 
August , a sobering first since the opening 
of its lifts in the 1950s. Italian athletes 
who still came to train were hauled up on 
SNOW-Cats. 

“Partly it was because of the heat.” said 
Umberto Capitani, in charge of the ski area 
“But it’s also been three years that we've 
had very little snowfall.” 
® The Horstman Glacier in Whistler, 

Canada, near the 2010 Olympic Alpine 
venue, has deteriorated so badly that a re- 
nowned recreational snowboard camp was 
canceled , and other activities curtailed 

“There used 10 be like nine lanes for 
different camps there, and now it's five or 
six,” said US. moguls skier Troy Murphy 

Disease wastes 
corals, despite 
end of bleaching 

By David Fleshler 
Sun Sentinel 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — A 
epidemic continues to 

South Florida's reefs, trans- 
forming corals into lifeless skeletons 
and threatening undersea structures 
that support tourism, provide hur- 
ricane and serve as homes 
to a vast range of marine life 

Called white plague, white blotch 

from the Middle Keys through Palm 
Beach County, according to the 
Florida Department of Environmen- 
tal Protection. On the reefs running 
from mid-Miami-Dade County 
through Martin County, scientists 
have observed a 35 percent loss of 
reef-building coral 

“The reef is in a state of emer- 
gency,” said Jennifer Stein, South 
Florida marine conservation coordi- 
nator for The Nature Conservancy 
“It needs a lot of attention, a lot of 
research, a lot of focus, especially 
with this disease.” 
The disease arose during a world- 

wide, three-year coral catastrophe 
called bleaching, in which unusually 
warm ocean water led many corals to 
expel the piece of algae that provided 
them with color and gave them a 
source of nutrition through photosyn- 
thesis. Although coral can recover 
from bleaching, the ordeal weakens 
them and makes them vulnerable 
to disease. Particularly hard hit was 
Australia's famed Great Barrier Reef 

Despite the conclusion of the 
bleaching episode last summer, 
South Florida coral reefs have not 
recovered, with more and more cor- 
als falling victim to a disease that can 
kill within two weeks of infection 
Scientists at universities, state and 
federal governments and environ 
mental groups are racing to study the 
disease, in hopes of finding ways to 
stop it 

Corals are tiny animals that live 
inside skeletons they construct from 
minerals drawn from seawater. Gen 
erations of these skeletons form coral 
reefs, rocky structures built up over 
centuries, with a thin layer of living 
coral tissue on the surface 

ite occupying only a tiny frac- 
tion of the footprint of the world's 
oceans, coral reefs provide habitat 
for about a quarter of the world's 
marine species. South Florida's 
reefs, the only near-shore reefs in the 
continental United States, draw thou- 
sands of visitors for fishing, diving 
and snorkeling and provide homes 
to fish, crabs, lobsters, sponges, sea 
turtles and other creatures. 

Since appearing in South Florida 
in late 2014, as corals were weak- 
ened by bleaching, the epidemic has 
spread quickly. A 35 percent loss 
of stony coral has taken place off 
the South Florida coast north of the 
Keys, from the losses seen at 
sites monitored by Nova Southeast- 
em U , said David Gilliam, 
sh ast of marine and 
environmental science at the uni- 
versity’s Halmos College of Natural 
Sciences and Oceanography. 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

These websites will help with countless renovation decisions 
Dear ‘Heads: Inspired by my 

newfound love of HGTV, | decided 10 take 
on a major home renovation. | figured if 
they can make a doublewide farmhouse 
chic in an hour, why can’t I? I'm feeling a 
little overwhelmed. Any tips? 

A: Of course, it makes total sense that 
you would come 10 the arbiters of style, 
the PropellerHeads. Our design ic 
has been coveted ever since we built a 
decorative wall of empty soda cans at 
the threshold of our cube and hung that 
nearly nude pic of Costanza (bit 
ly/220FiTM) in the 's lavatory. 

For real, at least lerHead is in 
the throes of a major reno f and | sm 
happy to share some of my tips. To paint a 

and begin our i 

your own homework to complement your 
team’s, this app will let you take pics or 
Video of yal Hpce With yur phone ot 
tablet, it will measure and draw a floor Sicraker bace how tihng 

else's 
Zillow Digs (zillow.com/digs): 

i 2 i 

eZ Thank you Chevron for supporting Newspapers in Education 


