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F.Y.I.
For Your Information

Seniors Hotline
State Attorney General John 

Cornyn announced the following 
hotline phone numbers:

To report Medicaid fraud or 
abuse of a Medicaid recipient 
contact the Attorney General’s 
Medicaid Fraud Control Unit at 
512-463-2011 or fax 512-320- 
0974. Email to:

mfcu@oag.state.tx.us
If you suspect that an elderly 

or disabled person is neglected 
or abused call 9-1-1 or local law 
enforcement if the person is in 
immediate danger. You may also 
call the Texas Dept, of Protective 
and Regulatory Services 24-hr. 
tollfree hotline at 800-252-5400.

For consumer complaints 
contact the Attorney General’s 
Consumer Protection hotline at 
800-621-0508.

— ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ —

Eldorado Tidbits
Eldorado’s first school year

book, titled “The Divide” was 
printed in 1923. That same year, 
the Boy Scouts were organized 
in Eldorado. Don McCormick and 
E.W. Brooks were Scoutmasters.

Eldorado’s first Girl Scout 
troop was organized in 1935. Its 
first leaders were Annie Herbert 
and Mrs. Palmer West. The ear- 
'ifist record of Cub Scouts in 
Schleicher County was in 1941. 
Buster Gunn was listed as 
Cubmaster.

— ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ —

On This Date
On this day in 1912 Jim 

Thorpe won the decathlon in the 
Olympic games in Stockholm, 
Sweden. In 1922 the duck-billed 
platypus was firs t seen in 
America. It arrived at the Bronx 
Zoo in New York City. In 1965 the 
spacecraft “Mariner IV” sent back 
the first close-up pictures of 
Mars. In 1968 commercial air 
travel between the United States 
and the U.S.S.R. began. In 1973 
Nolan Ryan, on the mound for the 
California Angels, threw his sec
ond no-hitter of the season.

Birthdays of note include: 
1606 artist Rembrandt (Van Rijn); 
1779 poet Clement Moore; 1931 
author Clive Cussler; 1944 actor 
Jan-Michael Vincent; 1946 singer 
Linda Ronstadt.

Odds and Ends
Dog lovers may be offended 

but, humans are the only animal 
with the ability to smile. Not even 
chimpanzees have mastered this 
trick.

The Mexican volcano 
Paricutin has the ability to spew 
as much as 4 million pounds per 
minute of rock and ash into the 
atmosphere. It almost never 
gives a warning before blowing 
its top.
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Fixing Eldorado’s Streets

Making the sparks fly — Inmate Johnny Atwell worked on a street sign recently a t the Schleicher 
County Sheriff's Department's Field Operations Unit on FM 915.

Sheriff: Inmate Work Program 
benefits outweigh cost to taxpayers
by Randy Mankin

Schleicher County Sheriff 
David Doran says his department’s 
Inmate Work Program is good for 
the county. “We’re able to get a lot 
of work done on public projects 
that couldn’t or wouldn’t be done 
otherwise,” Doran said. “The in
mates are happier and less 
disruptive...and, I think the taxpay
ers prefer that they be out working 
instead of laying around the jail.”

Doran noted that the program 
is beginning to attract attention 
from police and sheriff’s depart
ments around the 
state.

“ U s u a l l y ,  
small depart
ments like ours 
don’t take on a 
project of this 
size or complex
ity,” Doran said. “But we’ve been 
able to make it work, and now oth
ers are looking at us as a model to 
be copied in their communities.”

One key to the program’s suc
cess was the creation of a Field 
Corrections Officer position. Last 
year, Doran struck a deal with the 
Schleicher County Commissioners 
Court, his department would take 
over meal preparation for the 
Meals for Friends program and in 
return, Doran’s budget was in
creased to fund a field corrections

officer.
David Olivan, who worked in 

the department as a jailer/dis- 
patcher was promoted to Field 
Corrections Officer during the 
December of 1998. Since that time 
he as supervised the inmate work 
crews.

“For the program to work, the 
inmates had to be supervised,” 
Doran said. “It was essential that 
the citizens feel secure and have 
confidence in the program. That’s 
why I pushed for David Olivan’s 
position to be created.”

Doran noted that all inmates 
serving in the program have vol
unteered for the duty. “I won’t al
low violent offenders in the pro
gram,” Doran said. “Inmates are 
evaluated for risk, aptitude and 
skills before being assigned to the 
work detail.”

A major stumbling block came 
shortly after the program started. 
“In a very short time we had more 
work to do than we could handle 
with our facilities,” Doran stated.

“I still had a Sheriff’s Depart

ment to run...prisoners to transport 
in and out of the jail and our sally 
port was constantly in use as a shop 
for the work detail,” Doran con
tinued. “It was like we were vic
tims of our own success.”

So, Doran set out to find a 
building to serve as a headquarters 
for the work program. That build
ing turned out to be a vacant shop 
building, just outside the Eldorado 
city limits on FM 915.

“I was able to rent the building 
at nominal cost to the county and 
we’ve obtained government sur

plus tools and 
equipment to 
outfit a work 
shop,” Doran 
said.

The building, 
called the Field 
Operations Unit, 

or Field Ops. for short, is now in 
use six days a week with work de
tails coming from and going to 
various projects around the county.

Inside the shop, inmates have 
taken over routine service of the 
S heriff’s Dept, vehicles. Oil 
changes, lube and wash jobs which 
once were taken to outside shops 
are now performed in-house. With 
the recent addition of a tire ma
chine, inmates are now able to fix 
flats, rotate and balance tires. The 
Eldorado Volunteer Fire Depart
ment also takes its vehicles to Field 
Ops for service.

Inmate work crews have as
sisted with sidewalk improvements 
at the library. They’re working on 
awnings for the grandstands at the 
little league baseball fields and are 
fabricating new street signs for the 
City of Eldorado.

“With the decline in oil and gas, 
next year’s budgets are going to be 
tough for everyone,” Sheriff Doran 
said. “If we can help the county, city, 
hospital or school save money with 
inmate labor, then I’m all for it.” 

After county road department 
employees used heavy equipment 
to push brush on land adjacent to 
the Eldorado Cemetery, inmate 
work crews set about cutting the 
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by Randy Mankin
Eldorado Mayor John Nikolauk 

is happy about the street repairs 
going on around the school and 
those about to commence on East 
Street. “Yeah, I’m glad to see it,” 
Nikolauk said. “I was beginning to 
think it might never happen.”

For years, Nikolauk has wel
comed new members of the city 
council, all of whom seemed ea
ger to repair the streets, with a se
ries of loaded questions.

“What’s more important, mak
ing sure your toilet flushes, or fix
ing the streets?”

“What’s more important, mak
ing sure good clean water comes 
out when you open a faucet, or fix
ing the streets?”

“What’s more important, hav
ing your garbage picked up and 
taken away from your home, or fix
ing the streets?”

“What’s more important, see
ing to it that people have gas to heat 
their homes in the winter, or fix
ing the streets?”

Then Nikolauk, along with ex
perienced council members, 
would explain the financial di
lemma the city faced and the other 
needs which always seemed to 
push street repairs onto the back 
burner.

But this year, all that changed. 
As the city retired debt on its sewer 
plant, money for street repairs be
came available.

“The first priority were the 
streets around the school,” 
Nikolauk said. “They were in ter
rible shape and we knew it. We just 
didn’t have the money to fix them 
until now.”

New funds for street repairs 
may be rolling into city coffers 
soon from money the landfill is 
generating.

“Boy, that was a big one,” 
Nikolauk said of the battle to keep

the landfill open. “Now that its 
over some of that money can go to 
repairing the streets.” (see related 
story page 3)

Nikolauk went on to say that 
the street repairs underway around 
the school have been designed to 
address the drainage problems that 
Eldorado has always faced.

“Our town is basically flat and 
water doesn’t run off as it does in 
other places,” Nikolauk com
mented.

So, drainage gutters are being 
constructed to help direct water off 
of and away from the streets.

In all, t^e two projects will cost 
the city about $450,000.00. A por
tion of that is being offset with a 
Community Development Block 
(CDB) grant through the Concho 
Valley Council of Governments.

For several years, the city was 
prohibited from applying for a 
CDB grant to fund street repairs. 
The reason: it had already received 
grants for other projects.

“We received grants for the 
new water tower and for enlarging 
the wastewater treatment plant. 
While those were working we 
weren’t allowed to apply for a 
street repair grant,” Nikolauk said. 
“You only get one bite at the apple 
during each funding cycle.”

Last year, the city finally re
ceived a street repair grant and 
work should begin on East Street 
this summer.

“We want to do more and we 
plan to do more,” Nikolauk con
tinued. “We’ll just have to wait 
until we get a little more money.”

Nikolauk said the city will con
tinue to seek grants to fund addi
tional street repairs. In the mean 
time, he hopes Eldorado’s citizens 
will understand that the Mayor and 
City Council drive on the same 
streets. “We have to dodge pot
holes, too,” Nikolauk concluded.

photo by Kathy Mankin
Guard duty — Field Corrections Officer David Olivan supervises 
inmates in the Sheriff's Dept. Inmate Work Program.

photo by Kathy Mankin
Streets of Eldorado — Cement contractors working for Seidel 
Construction poured a gutter down the center o f Fields Street 
this week as street repairs continued around the school.
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disruptive...and, I think the taxpayers 
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What is it about Eldorado that 
brings out the best in people? I 
don’t know...but there’s more to 
this place than meets the eye.

While other towns crumble 
under the weight of adversity, El
dorado seems to thrive on it. 
Maybe that’s due to the pioneer
ing spirit that is still very much 
in evidence here.

“I’m just plain stubborn,” an 
oldtim er once told me about 
himself. “I wasn’t in school the 
day they taught us how to quit.”

He isn’t the only one around 
here with that kind of grit and 
determination.

Take the Meals for Friends 
program at the Sr. Citizens Cen
ter, for exam ple. Schleicher 
County’s tax base was declining 
and the cost of maintaining the 
program was escalating. Some-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

wood and transporting it to the 
Field Ops where it is being sold to 
the public for firewood. Proceeds 
from the wood goes to offset oper
ating costs of the work program.

Among scores of jobs taken on 
by the inmates are mowing in the 
parks, helping with flower beds 
and landscaping at the hospital, 
construction and erection of signs 
for the hospital’s emergency room, 
clean up of courthouse grounds 
before and after public functions 
and clean up at the rodeo arena.

Doran notes that a side benefit 
of the program is the boost in the 
inm ates’ self-esteem . “Once 
they ’ ve worked on a project or two 
and seen that their labor does make 
a difference to the community, they 
start feeling better about them
selves,” Doran stated. “I want in
mates who have served their time 
to realize that they can be produc

tive members of society. Maybe 
that way they won’t be as likely to 
return to jail.”

I

photo by Randy Mankin
High wire ac t— Inmate Joe Lee 
Luttrel used the bucket o f a  front 
end  lo a d e r as an e le va to r  
re ce n tly  w hile  w e ld ing  the  
fram e o f a  new  aw n ing  a t  
Schle icher C ounty 's  Legion  
Field baseball park.

Masthead Photo

The City o f Eldorado introduced 
1300 lbs. o f these Talapia Perch 
into the sewer p lan t rently in hopes 

o f combating the growth o f algae.
...see story on Page 5

by Kathy Mankin
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photo by Kathy Mankin
Groundskeeper — Inm ate Jimmy Herring m ow ed  one o f  
Schleicher County's baseball fields recently using a m ower 
acquired through the government surplus equipment program.

Sheriff measures worth of 
Inmate Work Program

INTRODUCING
HOMETOWN 

Crossword Puzzles
Crossword Puzzles 
with a distinct local flavor.
Each puzzle contains several 
clues and answers directly relating 
to Eldorado and Schleicher County!

Sponsored each week by 
KERBOW FUNERAL HOME
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The Human Lightning Rod
Geral Cox of Brady has been 

struck by lightning three times. He 
has had several near misses, like 
the time he and his dad were riding 
horseback and a storm came up. 
They decided to put some distance 
between them, so his dad rode on 
ahead a bit. He had no sooner got 
about 10 feet in front of Geral 
when a lightning bolt struck the 
ground between them.

Geral was a small boy the first 
time he was struck by lightning. It 
occurred on a ranch near Valentine, 
where he grew up. “Granddad and 
I were spraying cattle. A storm 
rolled in and it was the first time I 
had ever seen that blue light come 
across the cattle horns. It came on 
through the sprayer and hit me and 
knocked me over about ten or fif
teen feet. I ended up flat on my 
back.”

That same lightning storm 
threw a bolt of lightning through a 
window of the house and burned 
the kitchen stove. “It mined a batch 
of biscuits my grandmother was 
cooking.”

Geral’s second lightning strike 
occurred while he was moving 
some farm equipment on a high
way near Waco. “All I can remem
ber is just jumping up and down 
and shaking. I could hear the sound 
of bacon frying and I could smell 
rubber and hair burning. The metal 
clips on my shirt melted and cau
terized in my arm and went clear 
to the bone. I was burned badly 
across my chest and bit three quar
ters of my tongue off. It was hang
ing on by just a little piece of it.”

Geral was conscious, but 
couldn’t move for a few minutes 
after he was struck. His son was

purchased 75 acres adjacent to 
the site.

Now, neighboring towns like 
Sonora and Ozona have no land-Over The
fill and are paying handsomely

Back Fence
by R andy M ankin

thing had to give. That’s when 
Sheriff David Doran stepped in 
and offered to cook the meals at 
the jail.

At first, his idea seemed too 
easy...and folks begin to shoot 
holes in it. But, one by one, 
D oran answ ered the critics, 
plugged the holes and, with the 
help o f the C om m issioners 
Court, made the program work.

Another example is the City 
of Eldorado’s landfill. A chang
ing regulatory climate appeared 
to doom small town landfills. 
Once, I overheard a state official 
say that small towns like Eldo
rado lacked the financial strength 
and the expertise to operate a 
landfill under the new govern
ment guidelines.

And, it appears many small 
towns agreed with her. Landfills, 
by the thousands, were closed 
across the nation. One by one the 
larger commercial landfills were 
gobbled up by huge companies. 
None of these companies said 
they were trying to corner the 
market, but they were.

At same time, the Eldorado 
City Council decided to keep our 
landfill open, even expand it, and

to have their trash hauled away. 
Where does it go? Much of it 
goes into the Eldorado landfill 
and the cash register at City Hall 
rings every time a truckload 
crosses the scales.

At the school, officials have 
decided that Eldorado’s location 
in rural West Texas should not 
hinder its students from receiv
ing a first-rate education. So, 
innovative solutions have been 
sought there, as well.

A d is ta n ce  le a rn in g  lab 
which connects students, via 
high speed data link, to college 
instructors in far off cities, is but 
one of the tactics being em 
ployed. Another, is a back to 
basics approach in elementary 
which emphasizes building stu
dents’ reading skills.

Finding a way around, over 
or through a problem seems to 
be what folks in Eldorado do 
best. It isn’t always pretty and the 
transitions aren’t always smooth, 
but the stubborn  stick -to - 
itveness of Eldoradoans is unde
niable.

Necessity very well be the 
mother of invention, but in El
dorado, adversity has proven to 
be the father of innovation. Stub
bornness and innovation... now 
there’s a combination that’s hard 
to beat.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

also hurt in the incident. “I told him 
just to lie still for a while until our 
bodies settled down. After about 
thirty minutes we stopped shak
ing.”

Some fellow workers, took 
Geral to a hospital where he un
derwent several different tests, but 
they could find nothing wrong.

"A few days later, back at 
home, a thunderstorm came up. 
My wife woke up and screamed. I 
asked her what was the matter. She 
told me to go look in the mirror. I 
did and I was glowing like a fluo
rescent light. And there for a long 
time when those thunderstorms 
would come up, I could spread my 
fingers apart and see the electric
ity go between my fingers.”

The last time he was struck by 
lightning happened about five 
years ago. "I was working on a 
water trough. Storm came up and 
dang if it didn’t hit right there 
while I had both hands in the wa
ter working on a float. Lightning 
hit the fence and come down to the 
water. It burned my arms, singed 
all my hair and melted the crystal 
on my watch.”

Geral figures his body has some 
sort of magnetism that makes light
ning seek him out. He is outside a 
lot doing ranch work and people 
who spend a lot of time outdoors 
are more susceptible to lightning 
strikes than people who work in
doors. Several people around 
Brady know about Geral’s ability 
to attract lightning. When he goes 
to a football game in Brady’s metal 
stadium and a storm comes up, 
people move away from him.

Lightning kills more people 
each year than tornadoes.

ACROSS
1. Barrels 
6. Primitive aquatic 
organism  
10. Boundary
14. The hunter
15. Sam e type of article
16. Fibrous lignified 
substance
17. Regretted
18. Check
20. Provide with a 
nickname
21. (with 51 A} of th e ____
where Eldorado sits
23. Derives moisture from 
the air
25. British peers
27. Horselaugh
28. Older of two persons 
(abbr.)
29. A radioactive element 
31. Bloodwood tree
33. Appendage
35. Units of length
37. Tower
39. Slightest
42. Robert E .’s
descendants
44. Ancient Greek school
of philosophy
46. Cylindrical storage 
tower
47. Percolate 
49. Certain
5 1 .  __________of the (with 21A1
Eldorado’s perch
52. Playthings 
54. Subsequently

56. Local sports initials 22. Trickle
57. Ante meridian 24. Horse collar
59. Miseries connections
61. Sedate 26. Strategic arms treaty
63. Eldorado’s founder 29. Hamburger .
66. Experience owned early day eatery in
69. Eastern philosophy Eldorado
70. Eat at home 30. Hinged joint
72. Awful 32. Philippine mahogany
73. Flightless birds 34. Decoy
75. Afrikaans 36. Ceremonially place In
76. Emulsifying gum office
77. Be carried on an 38. Malodors
animal 40. Wild plum
78. “Duke o f____ ” early 41. Consume alcohol
rock & roll hit 43. Frown
79. Inclines 45. Schleicher County
DOWN fiber crop
1. Insulated conductor 48. U-shaped bone
2. Barbary sheep 50. Bring up
3. Strainer for separating 53. Of people from Near
lumps East or N. Africa
4. Alaskan brown bear 55. Enigma
5. Radio ratio (abbr.) 57. Fall-blooming herb
6. Veneration 58. Algonqulan
7. Former 60. Yemen’s largest city
8. Plot a  curve 62. Condescend
9. Antenna 64. Garish
10. Military acronym for 65. Almost
electronic warfare 67. Dry
11. Drilled first water well in 68. Optical device
Schleicher County 71. Unhealthy
12. Spanish, Angora and 74. Direction from which
Boer Callender Ave.
13. One who trims a approaches Memorial
garment Bldg.
18. P la te au _______ , local
races
19. British doctorate

76. Expressing a rate

This week’s
Hometown Crossword solution on Page 4
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32 133
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34
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Land office business 
at the landfill — A

garbage truck from 
Duncan Disposal 

was weighed when it 
arrived and again as 

it departed 
Eldorado 's landfill 

recently. Each 
truckload of 

garbage, averaging 
14,000 lbs. generates 

approx. $185.00 in 
"tipping fees" for the 

City. Over the 5- 
week period since 
the landfill began 

accepting garbage 
from out-of-county, 
the city has realized 

$13,077.76 in 
revenue. The scales 

pictured at right 
were purchased with 

a $30,000.00 grant 
from the Concho 
Valley Council o f 

Governments.
photo by Kathy Mankin
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Trash is big business for City of Eldorado
by Randy Mankin

A little over seven weeks ago, 
the City of Eldorado began to ben
efit from the City Council’s deci- 

^  sion not to close its landfill. That’s 
when a garbage truck, from Duncan 
Disposal arrived at the landfill’s 
gate house. The truck was weighed 
and the driver was instructed 
where to dump his load. On the 
way out of the facility, the truck 
was weighed again. The tally...just 
over seven tons of garbage. The 
benefit...$190.00 revenue for the 
city.

“That was a big day for us,” 
Eldorado Mayor John Nikolauk 
said. “It was the first load of gar
bage we accepted from out-of
county and the first since we con
tracted with Duncan Disposal to 
allow them to dump in our land
fill.”

Since that initial load, Duncan 
has been a regular customer at the 
landfill. In the first five weeks of 
operation the city billed Duncan 
more than $13,077.76 in “tipping 
fees”.

The City of Eldorado operates 
the landfill, 5 miles west of town, 
under a permit from the Texas 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Commission (TNRCC), which 
regulates the facility and inspects 
it periodically.

Presently, the city’s permit al
lows no more than 20 tons of gar- 
bage per day to be deposited in the 
facility.

“That’s 20 tons per day, aver
aged over 365 days per year,” 
Nikolauk explained. “We’re not in 
any danger of exceeding our per
mit.”

Under pressure from State and

photo by Kathy Mankin
Gate keeper — City employee 
Rudy Saldivar weighs loads o f 
in com ing  g a rb a g e  a n d  
enforces the city's new tarp law  
a t the landfill.

B ir t h d a y  L ist
JULY
15th Charlene Edmiston, Edna 
Crowder, Ty Martinez, Will Griffin, 
Edna Crowder 
16th Lula Mae Clark, Jackie 
Barrera, Luby Trevino, Lisa Wade, 
Fa'rah Fennern, Landon Neal,
Lula Mae Clark 
17th Jeremy Clark, Marcelina 
Ramon, William Edmiston, Dale 
Lipsett, Helen Ledbetter, Fred 
Logan, Joe Max Edmiston, Stacy 
Haynes
18th Carol Estrada, Linda 
Thomas, Wade Rinehart 
19th B.J. Dacy, Bud Arendt, 
Chance Meyer
20th Keith Nolen, Larry Mitchel, 
Crystal Vallejo, Juan Jesus 
Martinez, Jake & Angie Avila, 
Harvey Hill Jr., Jereme Ussery, 
Sabrina Samuels 
21st Jeff Johnson, Bobby 
Helmers, Clint Sykes, Kara Sue 
Garlitz, David Nolen, Kenneth 
Hight, Landry Broome, Martin 
Iglesias Sr.

A n n iv e r s a r y  L ist
JULY
17th Fred & Louise Logan 
18th Mr. & Mrs. Ken Newman, 
Jimmy and Sherry Belk 
20th Mr. & Mrs. Reyes C. Lozano 
21st Jimmy & Nancy Doyle, David 
& Kay Creek, Reyes & Mary 
Lozono

Federal regulations, small towns 
across the nation began closing 
tfyeir landfills a few years ago. 
And, larger facilities had to change 
their operations in order to con
form with the new rules.

“For years the city operated the 
landfill any way it w anted.” 
Nikolauk said. “First the feds out
lawed burning then they imple
mented Subtitle-D regulations 
which changed everything.”

For a time it appeared that El
dorado would be forced to close 
its landfill, as well.

“At first the rules were way to 
stringent,” the Mayor explained. 
“The EPA (Environmental Protec
tion Agency) placed the same re
quirements on us as the big metro
politan areas back east.”

According to Nikolauk repre
sentatives from municipalities 
across the state lobbied TNRCC 
for relief from the restrictions.

“The folks from Austin were on 
our side but they had to sell it to 
the EPA in Washington,” Nikolauk 
said.

It was at this point in the de
bate that the Eldorado City Coun
cil voted not to close the local land
fill.

“At that time, when just about 
every town in the area was closing 
its landfill, we decided to sit tight,” 
Nikolauk stated. “A lot of folks 
thought we were crazy.”

But Eldorado’s gamble began 
to pay dividends a year later when 
the TNRCC, arguing on behalf of 
small West Texas communities, 
convinced the EPA to exempt land
fills in arid regions of the country 
from many of the Subtitle-D re
strictions.

“The arid exemption was a 
Godsend for us,” Nikolauk said. 
“It’s the only way we could have 
remained open.”

To be designated as an arid ex
empt landfill, a facility must be 

in a portion of the state 
which receives less than 18 inches 
of rain per year, on average. Ac
cording to TNRCC maps the line 
delineating the wet areas, over 18 
inches of rain per year, from the 
arid areas, less than 18 inches, lies

f l o r a l
DESIGNS
by Liz Anderson

'201 S. O ak
Corner of S. Oak and Gillis

Phone 915/853-2659

Need Rehab?
No need to go to San Angelo. Ask your 

physician for a home referral.

Rehab following 
orthopedic surgery

Treatment following 
any type of injury

(work or sports related)

Call for art 
appointment

Christy Brown,
Physical Therapist

853-2507
Schleicher County 

Medical Center

j s s d s s l
POST

Just the thing for 
those aching feet 

a new shipment of
Home Owned Home Operated

(915) 853-2730
10 E. Gillis 

Eldorado Texas

Toland
Comfort

Mats
various colors and designs

►  RENTERS WANTED ◄
$500 DN. ALLOWS YOU TO OWN 

A 3 OR 4 BEDROOM MOBILE HOME 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT 

STOP THROWING MONEY AWAY 
AND START INVESTING
1-800-698-8003

about 70 miles east of Eldorado, 
at Brady.

The arid exemption lifted the 
burden of installing a clay liner, or 
other barriers in the landfill cells.

“The liner never was a big deal 
to us,” Nikolauk said. “The clay 
which other landfills must pur
chase and install as a liner, is the 
very stuff that we have occurring 
naturally.”

Another thing weighing in 
Eldorado’s favor is the depth of 
potable water...over 200 feet down.

“I don’t know anyone who 
wants to see our water supply jeop
ardized,” Nikolauk said. “The City 
Council has taken the issue very 
seriously and we have spent a lot 
of money on engineering studies 
to ensure that there is no threat to 
the water supply from the landfill.”

Nikolauk points to a water well 
located on the grounds of the cur

rent landfill.
1 “Our landfill has been where it 

is for more than 30 years. For most 
of that time there were very few 
restrictions as to what we could or 
couldn’t dump there,” Nikolauk 
explained. “Over that time, the 
water in the well located at the 
landfill hasn’t been affected.”

The city recently received a 
permit for a new 75 acre landfill, 
immediately north of the existing 
facility. It should be open for busi
ness in early September.

“The new landfill should meet 
our needs for the next several de
cades,” Nikolauk said. “Even if we 
put 20 tons a day in it, which is the 
limit, our engineer predicts the new 
site will last more than 80 years.” 

Nikolauk expressed his appre
ciation to the city staff and all cur
rent and former council members 
who worked on the landfill project. 
“We’ve had the benefit of some 
farsighted folks who understood 
that it was in Eldorado’s best in
terest to keep the landfill open.” 

When asked what the city 
planned to do with the revenue it 
would be receiving from the land
fill, Nikolauk answered, “One 
word...streets. We’re going to work 
on the streets.”

f/a ttree's
['A Y ONE PIECE 

s a fet y
SWIMWEAR

Help your toddler gain 
confidence in the water!

Bright Spot Fashion & Gifts
220 M ain, Sonora Texas

387-5918

T. Cy Griffin 
Insurance

Parents and/or grandparents, for as 
little as $5 per month, you can give 
your children or grandchildren a gift 

that will never break or get old. 
Instead, it grows as they grow. 

Call or come by for details.

109 SW Main Street 
Eldorado, TX 76936

office - 915/853-3826  
pager - 444-3239

photo by Kathy Mankin
Accurate to the inch — Measuring slopes and  grades are 
important when diverting runoff water around and aw ay from 
landfill pits. Here, city employee Mariano Fuentes used a  transit 
to establish a  level line while other workers constructed a  ditch 
to channel water aw ay from sensitive areas in the landfill site.

Interest on 
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Loans

Translates into 
Savings for You 

that Are

SAVING YOU MONEY
Another way we serve our customers, everyday!

FIRST 
NATIONAL 
BANK
OF ELDORADO Member FDIC

• Main 853-2561
• TeleBank 853-2567
• TeleTime 853-2569
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Jail house cookin’...just like Mama used to make
m .

m s m
photo by Kathy Mankin

Make mine to go — Containers o f hot food were loaded into the 
back o f a  pickup recently a t the Sheriff's Dept, for transportation 
to the Sr. Citizens Center. Pictured above are (L-R) Sr. Center 
Director Cindy Stuckey, TDC inmate Ernest White and dispatcher 
Jeffery Whitaker.

Steve M. Sessom, D.D.S.
General Dentistry

Hwy. 277 N. 
Eldorado, TX

304 Ave. D 
Ozona, TX 76943

(915) 853-2534 (915) 392-2575

CHEVROLET
OLDS

BUICK
PONTIAC

"WHEN THE PRODUCTS ARE SIMILAR 
THE DEALER MAKES THE DIFFERENCE"

RAYMON MOBLEY - SALES REP.
BUS: (915) 387-2529 1 -800-289-6066
RES: (915) 853-2707

FAX: (915) 387-3608 
102 GOLF COURSE RD. 

SONORA, TEXAS 76950

Proudly Supporting The Eagles!!!

John E. Meador Construction
General Oil Field Construction

Complete Roustabout Service
• Pumping Service
• Backhoe • Welding
• Sandblasting & Painting
• Polyethylene or Steel

Fully Insured 
& Radio Equipped

24-Hour Service 
Phone: (915) 853-3135

by Randy Mankin
Every weekday, a little before 

noon, Sr. Citizen Center Director 
Cindy Stuckey goes to jail...where 
she picks up piping hot meals and 
delivers them to back to her clients 
at the Sr. Center. The unusual ar
rangement is Schleicher County’s 
way of addressing a problem most 
rural counties face, how to fund a 
meals program for its elderly citi
zens.

For several years, meals for the 
program were prepared in Junction 
and transported to Menard where 
they were picked up and driven 
back to Eldorado. But escalating 
costs threatened to kill the program 
and sent County officials scram
bling to find a solution.

That’s when Schleicher County 
Sheriff David Doran dropped a 
bombshell on County Commission
ers. Doran offered to take over meal 
preparation in the jail, provided that 
the commissioners would fund one 
additional employee, to oversee his 
inmate work details.

“It just made sense,” Doran 
said. “For the cost of the extra 
employee, the Commissioners 
could eliminate the money they 
were sending to Junction each year. 
Plus, the county could receive 
funding from the C.O.G. which 
had for years been going to Kim
ble County.”

Doran noted that winning the 
Commissioners over was easy 
compared to convincing District 
Judge Barbara Walther.

Walther’s blessing was needed 
since she was the only one who 
could issue a bench warrant requir
ing a TDC (Texas Dept, of Cor
rections) inmate be transferred to 
the local jail. Not just any inmate, 
either, but one trained as a cook.

“Judge Walther had legitimate 
concerns about the idea,” Doran 
said. “But, after we went over the 
plan with her and explained, in

detail, how we expected it to work, 
she agreed.”

TDC inmate Ernest White was 
transferred to the Schleicher Coun
ty Jail on Walther’s warrant and 
Doran set about upgrading some 
of his kitchen equipment. He also 
went to work on the public rela
tions end of the equation.

“I was concerned that some of 
the senior citizens might not want 
to eat meals prepared by an in
mate,” Doran said. “So I visited 
with as many as I could and ex
plained that the prisoners in the 
jail, and the cook himself would 
be eating the same meal for 
lunch...that seemed to satisfy most 
people.”

On Monday, February .1, 1999 
the first meals were prepared in the 
jail and served at the Senior Citi
zens Center. The reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive.

“I just loved the baked ham 
with the pineapple on top. Every
thing was great!” Lois Etheredge 
said of the meal.

Others seem to like the food, 
as well. Cindy Stuckey indicates 
that attendance at the meals has 
improved and client donations 
from the Senior Citizens have in
creased.

“The food is better and its 
fresher and the seniors like the idea 
that the money is staying in Schle
icher County,” Stuckey said.

There are currently 45 meals 
per day being served through the 
Sr. Center. Many of those are de
livered to homebound clients who 
can’t come to the center each day. 
Stuckey also reports that there are 
9 people who would like to join 
the program that were put on a 
waiting list. “We’re hoping to in
crease the number of meals we 
serve next year,” Stuckey said.

photo by Kathy Mankin

Almost ready — The new  home o f the Schleicher County 
Volunteer EMS, adjacent to the Fire Hall on E. Murchison is nearly 
complete. The service should move into the facility in August.

EMS volunteers plan for 
move into new home

by Randy Mankin
After years of moving its busi

ness office from place to place, the 
Schleicher County Volunteer 
Emergency Medical Service is fi
nally getting a permanent home. 
Thanks to a grant from the San 
Angelo Health Foundation, the 
EMS began construction last in 
May on its new headquarters, lo
cated on the east side of the Fire

Coming July 20th

SPANISH LANGUAGE NETWORKS

U nivision & G alavision
Coming Tuesday, July 20th, and Galavision

Spanish language networks will be included in the 
DirecTV® Total Choice® programming package!

Get Yours TODAY!!!
CALL NO W !

Jerry’s TV Service
853-2314

Single
receiver system

$ Q Q 00
0 9  +  ta x

While Supplies Last
Dual receiver system^ 

only $249®

J
¡ « « t i l

photo by Kathy Mankin

Finishing touches — Cory  
Lawson o f San Angelo was one 
o f the contractors working on 
the new EMS building. Here he 
is shown painting a door.

Eldorado Division 
902 East Street 
(915) 853-2502

H A N O V E R
C OMPRESSI ON
A H A N O V E R  C O M P A N Y ™

From The Wellhead Through The Pipeline...Hanover People Perform.

Bad Credit? No Credit? Bankruptcy?

1-800-CAR LOAN
NO PROBLEM!
A Jim Bass Ford Company

Mittel Insurance Agency
“Your independent hometown agent”

Offering Commercial Lines of Insurance
including, but not limited to:

• Auto « Property « Flood 
• General Liablility • Ranch & Hunters Liability

Personal Lines of Insurance 
« Auto « Property • Flood 

« Mobile Home * Personal Liability 
• Motorcycle • Boat • RV

Life & Health Insurance
are also available 

Call Connie or Rosa at

853-2576
or com e by our o ffice  at

119 SW Main Street -  Eldorado

Mittel Insurance Agency

Hall, on East Murchison Ave.
The new building, actually at

tached to the Fire Hall structure, 
will not only house the service’s 
business office, but two ambu
lances, as well. The ambulances 
will be moved out of the Fire Hall 
where they have been kept for 
years. Currently, the service’s busi
ness office is located at Schleicher 
County Medical Center in a clinic 
area donated by the hospital dis
trict. .

Bobby Andrews, President of 
the EMS thinks the location will 
be a good one. “We work so close 
with the Fire Department that it 
makes sense for us to all be located 
at the same place.”

Construction of the EMS facil
ity became possible when voters 
last year approved a half-cent 
Health Services Sales Tax. Funds 
from that tax have been going to 
the EMS to help fund its opera
tions. Currently, Melissa Stanford 
works as the service’s business 
manager. There are also plans to 
hire a paid paramedic to help staff 
the service.

EMS volunteers have stayed 
very busy during the construction, 
of their new home, making 150 
ambulance runs through the first 
six months of 1999.

Stanford indicated that the 
EMS plans to offer CPR training 
to the public as soon as the service 
moves into its new home. “We will 
also be hosting EMT classes on a 
yearly basis for anyone wanting to 
become trained in emergency 
medical care.

Meals for 
Friends Menu

C< ^

Monday. July 19
M eatloaf, B lack-Eyed Peas, 
Honey G lazed C arrots, 
Cornbread Muffins, Melon Salad, 
Milk

Tuesday. July 20
Polynesian Chicken Salad, 
Sweet Peas, Golden Salad, 
Wheat Bread, Vanilla Pudding, 
Milk

Wednesday. July 21
Steak Fingers w/Gravy, Whipped 
Potatoes, Steamed Broccoli, 
Wheat Rolls, Peach Cobbler, Milk 

Thursday. July 22 
Oven Baked Pork Chops, 
Zucchini/Yellow Squash Medley, 
Corn With Red Pepper, Wheat 
Rolls, Tossed Salad, Fresh Fruit 
Parfait, Milk

Friday. July 23
Fried Catfish w/Tartar Sauce, 
Hominy, Okra & Tomato Gumbo, 
Dinner Rolls, Apple Crisp and 
Milk

' S

Kent's 
Automotive

712 N. Divide 
CarQuest Batteries

as low

$ 3 9 § 5

853-2733
k ________________________ ^
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Something fishy is going on at Eldorado’s sewer plant
by Randy Mankin

For years, the City of Eldorado 
has had problems with its waste- 
water treatment plant. Soaring tem
peratures in the summertime pro
mote algae growth in the ponds, 
which in turn, causes high readings 
of TSS (total suspended solids) in 
the samples sent to the lab. The 
Texas Natural Resource Conserva
tion Commission, (TNRCC) which 
monitors the sewer plant, has on

several occasions found it to be out 
of compliance with guidelines.

There have been numerous at
tempts made at solving the prob
lem. Adding enzymes to neutral
ize the algae growth didn’t work, 
neither did enlarging the sewer 
plant. In fact, a larger sewer plant 
only made more room for algae to 
grow.

“It’s a problem which has per
plexed experts all over Texas,”

photo by Kathy Mankin
Algae hungry fish — This basket o f live Talapia Perch was but one 
o f many poured into Eldorado's sewer ponds on June 10th o f this 
year in the hopes o f combating algae growth during hot summer 
months.

Eldorado Mayor John Nikolauk 
said.

Nikolauk has been an outspo
ken critic of the way TNRCC regu
lates wastewater treatment plants. 
“They need to devise a TSS test 
which differentiates between al
gae, which hurts nothing, and the 
bad stuff,” Nikolauk said.

One option the city has studied 
is to install a “Rock/Reed” system 
at the sewer plant to filter the 
wastewater before it is discharged.

“A rock/reed system would be 
great. In fact, Johnson City has one 
and they say it works fine,” 
Nikolauk said. “Unfortunately, we 
don’t have the money to operate 
the way Johnson City does.”

About a year ago, the City 
Council began discussing the pos
sibility of introducing algae-eating 
fish into the plant. Grass Carp were 
discussed, as were Talapia Perch, 
or Nile Perch. In the end, because 
of cost and availability the Coun
cil opted to try Talapia Perch.

Approval for the plan was 
sought from the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Dept. (TPW), which over
sees the use of the fish, and after a 
few weeks of waiting on the pa
perwork, the fish were delivered to

Eldorado.
Another delay came when 

TPW required the city to install 
stainless steel screens between 
ponds in order to keep the fish in 
the pond.

Finally, on June 10th of this 
year, a truck from Arms Bait Com
pany & Fish Farm, in Dublin, Tx., 
arrived at the sewer plant with 
1,300 lbs of Talapia Perch. The fish 
were dipped from tanks on the 
truck in baskets and poured into the 
sewer pond.

Since that time, city personnel 
have continued to monitor algae 
growth in the sewer plant.

“So far, so good,” reports 
Nikolauk. “This may not be the 
total solution to our problem, but 
it appears to be working for the 
time being.”

It should be noted that Talapia 
Perch are not considered to be cold 
weather fish.

“The experts say that we an 
expect a die off each winter, but 
they aren’t sure,” Nikolauk said. 
“But if these things work the way 
we think they will, then we won’t 
mind buying more each year. And, 
maybe a hardier fish that will do 
the same thing.”

Schleicher County ISD, expecting excellence...and getting it
by Randy Mankin

Schleicher County I.S.D. has a 
an appropriate motto, “Excellence 
is the norm.”

All three of SCISD’s main cam
puses have been honored by the 
Texas Education Agency (TEA), 
as has the district, itself. SCISD 
was rated “Exemplary” by the 
TEA last year. The High School 
and Middle School campuses were 
also rated as “Exemplary”. Eldo
rado Elementary’s campus re
ceived a “Recognized” rating from 
the TPA.

One measure of achievement is 
the TAAS (Texas Assessment of 
Academic Skills) Test. With a large 
number of students identified in 
the lower socio-economic levels, 
SCISD has continued to defy the 
trends and excel in TAAS scores.

But, SCISD isn’t resting on its 
laurels. Technology is changing 
rapidly, making a greater number 
of educational opportunities avail
able to local students.

One such opportunity is in the 
Distance Learning Lab where 
school employees have remodeled 
a meeting room and installed com
puters and video equipment. Soon, 
students will be able to sit in a 
classroom in Eldorado, and inter
act with a professor at Texas Tech

2BR MOBILE HOME
Great for retirement or for 

those just starting out! 
Very affordable 

Call NOW!!! 

1-800-698-8003

University in Lubbock, in real 
time.

Superintendent Hal Porter ex
plained that the Distance Learning 
Lab will allow for two-way com
munication between student and 
teacher. “Not only will the students 
be able to see and hear the instruc
tor, but the instructor will be able 
to see and hear the students,” Por
ter said.

Other innovative things happen
ing at SCISD include the Rural 
Challenge Program, which is 
funded with grant money from the 
Annenberg Foundation. Rural Chal
lenge is a 3-year program designed 
to address the specific challenges 
faced by isolated, rural districts.

Last year, SCISD opened a 
fourth campus, the AEP (Alterna
tive Education Program) campus, 
in a house across Fields Street from 
the school administration building. 
At risk students and students with 
other special needs now attend 
school on the AEP campus. Re
cently Bob Wanoreck was pro
moted to Principal of the AEP 
campus. He announced to the 
school board at a recent meeting 
that his students would be making 
use of the “Plato” system, a self- 
paced computer aided learning

•........... •

photo by Kathy Mankin
Welcome to your new home — Monty Greenwood poured a 
basket o f Talapia Perch into Eldorado's sewer p lant recently. The 
city hopes the fish will help control the growth o f algae during 
hot, summer months.

FINALLY HOMES TO FIT ANY BUDGET! 
SEVERAL 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOMES

FOR
UNDER $350 PER MO.*

CALL FOR DETAILS 
1-800-698-8003

('PAYMENT BASED ON 500 DN 10.50% A.P.R.
360 MO. PURCHASE W.A.C.)

photo by Kathy Mankin
How about a  little O.J.T. — There's more to learning than sitting in 
a  classroom all day. These students are getting some O.J.T. (On 
the Job Training) with summer jobs through the Concho Valley 
School to Work Program. They are (L-R) Kayla Case, Jason Brock, 
Tana Williams, Aaron Fuentes, Johnny Herrera and  Mr. Mark 
Marshall, Rural Challenge Coordinator.

program, in the morning. In the 
afternoons, AEP students will be 
given the opportunity for voca
tional training.

Supt. Porter explained that 
SCISD attempts to educate every 
child. “We don’t want any child 
falling through the cracks,” Porter 
told a recent meeting of the SCISD 
board of trustees.

Excellence is the norm at 
SCISD. Maybe that’s because ex- 
cellence is expected.

1 Eldorado Success
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Southwest Texas 
Electric Cooperative

Commemorating yet another year 
of progress on Top of the Divide

We salute our friends and neighbors in Eldorado 
and Schleicher County.

Working together to make our community 
better for generations to come!

Southwest Texas Electric Cooperative
101 E. Gillis Ave. ~ Eldorado ~ 853-2544

Nightime
Anytime

24-hours a day, 7-days a 
w eeL.w hen a need arises, 
we're here for you.

Acute Core, Emergency Room, Intensive 
Care, Laboratory, X-Ray, Physical 
Therapy...just a few of the things we do 
everyday so you can sleep better at night.

Caring People
In the Business of Caring for You

Schleicher County Medical Center
400 West Murchison ~ Eldorado, Texas 24-Hour Phone: 853-2507
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We are in Eldorado every Tuesday & Friday 
morning for your

Dry Cleaning and Laundry Service

Call Eldorado
THORP’S

LAUN-DRY
853-2900

Join our Eldorado customers! 
Customer satisfaction guaranteed.
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Manny’s Grocery

NOW OPEN

New Owner Linda Gonzalez 
Hours Sunday-Thursday 6AM-10PM 

Friday-Saturday 6AM-11 PM 
700 E. Murchinson (190 East)
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Texaco 
Star Stop

303 N. Divide
$3 ^  D a ily  D eli S p e c ia ls
Includes med. french fries and a 20 oz drink

#1 ......... .................................... Ham burger
#2...........................Chicken Strip Sandwich ®
#3...................... 2-pc. Fried Chicken Meal
# 4 .............................S teakfinge r Basket
#5.................................... B.B.Q. Sandwich

Deli Hours 5am to 10pm

853-3474
Store hours 5:00 am to 12:00 midnight —  EVERYDAY!

= = * A =  Pizza Pro
■■■ A «

?Mm= 853-2504

Double-Meat
Hamburger m o q  
Large Fries
a  a  i ,44oz. Drink

Hours: 11-2 & ,5-8

Texas Forts Trail Fall Festival 
gets boost from THC grant

by Randy Mankin
Only last year, Eldorado was 

included on the Texas Forts Trail, 
a pilot project of the Texas Depart
ment of Tourism. This year, in rec
ognition of that honor, a Texas 
Forts Trail Fall Festival is being 
planned for Eldorado in October.

Those plans received a big 
boost recently when the Texas His- 
torical Commission (THC) 
awarded a $3,500.00 Heritage 
Tourism Partnership Grant to the 
Schleicher County I.S.D. Rural 
Challenge Program to help fund 
the festival. The grant is one of 
many, created as part of the THC’s 
Texas Travel Trails Program, to 
encourage heritage sites to work 
with the tourism industry to plan 
and execute the projects.

“The THC awarded a total of 
$37,525.00 to nine organizations,” 
reported Mario L. Sanchez, direc
tor of the THC’s Heritage Tourism 
Program. The THC’s Heritage 
Tourism Committee reviewed, 
graded and selected the grant re
cipients.

The Texas Forts Trail Fall Fes
tival is intended to promote tour
ism in Eldorado in connection with 
the Texas Forts Trail. The trail cov
ers much of West Central Texas 
and includes stops at Ft. McKavett,
Ft. Concho in San Angelo and Ft.
Griffin, near Albany. Those forts, 
and others along the trail protected 
Texas’ western frontier during the 
1800’s.

The THC designed the grant 
program for communities like El
dorado to fund projects that will

enhance the visitor experience to 
cultural historic sites and events in 
the Texas Forts Trail region.

“Communities and heritage 
tourism organizations were eli
gible to receive grant money to be 
used for projects that promote this 
region as a heritage tourism desti
nation,” said Sanchez. “Projects 
could include: interpretive exhib
its, events highlighting historic 
sites, brochures that take travelers 
off the beaten path, and educa
tional materials.”

The Texas Travel Trails Pro
gram is a regional heritage tourism 
initiative providing training, edu
cation and technical and financial 
assistance to a targeted region. In 
1998, the THC introduced the 
Texas Forts Trail in West Central 
Texas, one of the 10 Texas Travel 
Trails, originally developed by the 
Texas Department of Tourism, as 
the pilot project of the program. 
The THC has a brochure available 
that highlights the Texas Forts 
Trail. To receive a free copy, call 
the San Angelo Convention and 
Visitors Bureau at 800-375-1206 
or the Abilene Convention and 
Visitors Bureau at 800-727-7704.

The Texas Historical Commis
sion is the state agency for historic 
preservation. The agency admin
isters a variety of programs to pre
serve the archeological, historical 
and cultural resources of Texas.

More details about the Fall 
Forts Trail Festival will be pub
lished as they become available.

photo by Kathy Mankin
Hard labor — Field Corrections Officer David Olivan supervised 
an inmate work detail recently as they removed a  portion o f the 
old sidewalk beside the Schleicher County Library.

Eldorado’s facelift continues
by Randy Mankin

It was full steam ahead for 
beautification efforts in Eldorado. 
Projects involving the Chamber 
Pride Committee, the Texas De
partm ent of Transportation 
(TxDOT), Schleicher County, the 
City of Eldorado, the Schleicher 
County Library Board and the 
Schleicher County Sheriff’s De
partment, proceeded at the inter
section of U.S. 277 and U.S. 190 
near the courthouse and alongside 
the Schleicher County Public Li
brary.

Earlier beautification efforts, 
spearheaded by the Chamber Pride 
Committee resulted in winning the 
Governor’s Community Achieve
ment Award. With that award came 
a grant from TxDOT which was 
used this year to complete land-
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scaping at the intersection of U.S. 
277 and U.S. 190 in the center of 
town. A prior Community 
Achievement Award, and the ac
companying grant, had paid for the 
landscaping along two sides of the 
Schleicher County courthouse 
square. This year’s TxDOT grant 
went toward landscaping the re
maining three comers of the inter
section.

Not to be outdone, the Schle
icher County Library Board 
pushed ahead a project to replace 
a deteriorating sidewalk along the 
side of the library building. The 
new sidewalk, recently completed 
maintains the style of the Pioneer 
Memorial Walk, completed for 
Eldorado’s Centennial in 1995, 
along the first block of Southwest 
Main Street.

The renovation was partially 
paid for by Library fund-raisers 
with the remainder coming from 
Schleicher County and the City of 
Eldorado.

The City’s portion of the fund
ing came from oil and gas royalty 
holdings under the original Eldo
rado townsite. That royalty was 
recently donated to the city last 
year by First National Bank of El
dorado.

Work on the library sidewalk 
project was planned and super
vised by Harris Napier, who also 
performed much of the labor.

Other labor for the project was 
donated by the City of Eldorado 
and the Schleicher County 
Sheriff’s Department which as
signed inmate work details to the 
job.
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