
Criminal 
cases heard 
in County 

Court

School Trustee Election 
Set For May 5

Plains Independent School District will conduct a school trustee 
election on Saturday, M ay 5, 2001 from  7 a.m. until 7 p.m. in 
the foyer of the school auditorium. Two district places are up 
for election, District 2 and At-Large 7. All registered voters of 
the school district may vote for the At-Large candidate. Only 
voters residing in District 2 may vote for the candidate running 
in that position. Randy Tuggle, District 2, and Dwayne Canada, 
At-Large 7, are the current trustees in these positions.
The first day to apply for a place on the ballot was February 
19. Any person interested in running for a trustee position may 
file at the school administration offices from  9 a.m until 4:30 
p.m. on weekdays except for school holidays. Plains ISD will 
have a Spring Break on M arch 12 through M arch 16. The ad­
ministration offices will be closed during this week. Any inter­
ested potential candidate m ust apply by M arch 21.
The first day to accept applications for early voting ballots to 

be voted by mail is M arch 6. Those wishing to vote by mail 
should send their request to Gail Holley, Plains ISD, PO Box 
479, Plains, Texas, 79355.
Early voting by personal appearance begins April 18 and ends 
May 1. If you wish to view a map of the voting districts, please 
feel free to come by the the school superintendents office any­
time during the school day. Please call 456-7401 or 456-7483 
if you have questions.

Water District To 
Call Election

Members of the Sandy Land 
Underground Water Conserva­
tion District board of directors 
met in regular session Friday, 
February 9, 2001. The Board 
called for a board of directors 
e lec tion  to be held M ay 5, 
2001, for the purpose o f elect­
ing two (2) board directors at 
large. Application for place on 
the ballot is open and will be 
rec e iv e d  u n til 5 :00  p .m ., 
Wednesday, M arch 21, 2001. 
A p p lica tions  fo r f ilin g  fo r 
p lace on the board  can be 
picked up at the Sandy Land 
UWCD office.
The two (2) positions up for 

election include: D ennis G. 
H arrison and R.E. Bearden. 
In cu m b en ts  H a rriso n  and  
Bearden have already filed for 
re-election. These positions are

for four year terms.
Early voting by personal ap­

pearance  w ill be conducted  
each weekday at 1012 Avenue 
F, P la ins, TX ., betw een  the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5: p.m., 
beginning on April 18,2001 and 
c o n tin u in g  th ro u g h  M ay 1, 
2001. Additional early voting 
by personal appearance will be 
held at the Denver City Cham­
ber of Commerce, between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
Applications for ballot by mail 
sh o u ld  be m ailed  to K athy 
Jones, Early Voting Clerk, at 
P.O . B ox  130, P la in s , TX 
79355. April 27,2001 is the last 
day to receive application for 
early voting ballots by mail. 
Questions can be answered at 

806-456-2155.

Five cases were heard in the 
February session o f C ounty 
Court, Judge D allas B rew er 
presiding. The state was rep­
resented by Criminal District 
Attorney Richard Clark. 
Sandra Bazan pled guilty to a 

first DW I, breath test refused. 
A 90 day jail sentence was sus­
p en d ed  and  p ro b a te d  12 
months. She m ust pay a $500 
fine and $225 court costs, serve 
72 hours in jail with credit for 
16.5 h o u rs  se rv e d , a tte n d  
w eekly AA m eetings, com ­
plete the DW I first offender 
program, and serve 24 hours 
community service. Investigat­
ing officer was DPS Trooper 
Robert Shugart.
Jason Wayne Allen pled guilty 
to m inor in consumption o f al­
cohol, third offense enhanced. 
He will be confined in county 
jail up to 90 days or until space 
is available in the M anaged 
Care Center, Lubbock, where 
he will serve a term of confine­
ment and treatment o f up to six 
months, but not less than thirty 
days. Community supervision 
fees will be waived while he is 
confined, and will be resumed 
when he is released. He was 
represented by A ttorney Bill 
McGowan.
Adam  G regory Deines pled 

guilty to possession of less than 
two ounces of marijuana. He 
was sentenced to 30 days in jail. 
His attorney was Paul Mansur, 
and investigating officer was 
DPS Trooper Robert Shugart. 
Andrew Flores Jr. pled guilty 

to a first DWI, B.T. .120/. 132.
Ttirn to Page 2,
‘County Court’

Local photographer 
wins honors in 

world wide photo
contest

The photo shown here received one of four Honor­
able Mention spots in the huge New York Institue of 
Photography contest. The photo was taken by local 
artist Pat McNabb, and depicts the gloved hands of 
rancher and Commissioner Ty Earl Powell. McNabb 
said the contest, one of four held annually, required 
the subject matter of contest photos to be limited to 
expressive shots of peoples hands.
The photography institute is the oldest and most pres­
tigious teaching institution in the U.S., and the con­
tests draw contestants from around the world. 
McNabb, a member of the Yoakum County Art 

Association, has had prize winning photos in the lo­
cal art show and other areas shows. “ I was truly 
thrilled to have one of my pictures win a place in this 
contest,” she told CCN.

New precinct lines a 
strong possibility here

Census Bureau figures may lead to re-districting

Cowboys Bi-District, Area Champs!

Adam Garcia prepares to take jum p shot, trailed by Cowboys Eddy Gallegos and Kelsey Blundell.
In recent basketball playoff action, the Plains Cowboys took on the Post Antelopes February 
19 and scored a convincing 73-52 win to clinch Bi-District honors. They next journeyed to 
Big Spring Saturday, February 24 to meet the highly regarded Wall Hawks and again came 
away with a big 56-49 win to claim  the area championship trophy. They will next take on 
Reagan County in M idland at 7 PM  Tuesday, and the winner of that contest will be named 
Regional champ, and compete in the big regional tournament at ACU in Abilene.

W hen the U.S. Bureau o f the 
C ensus releases i t’s official 
number count o f all Americans, 
the constantly growing popu­
lation and population shifts will 
definitely call for re-drawing of 
congressional, state , county 
and city district lines through 
out the nation. County Judge 
D allas  B re w e r th in k s  it is 
highly likely some redistricting 
lines will have to be drawn in 
Yoakum County.
In an interview last Friday, the 
Judge said, “ Until we get the 
final census figures, we w on’t 
know for sure, but I feel it’s 
very possible there will have to 
be some adjustments to district 
lines here, p robably  for the 
most part in Denver City.” He

thinks economic fluctuations 
in the petroleum industry could 
have  c h a n g ed  th a t to w n ’s 
population numbers since the 
last census in 1991 enough to 
mandate re-drawing precinct 
lines. “ Plains, with a smaller 
and  p ro b ab ly  m ore s tab le  
population base, may not be 
looking at changes in its lines. 
W e’ll ju st have to wait and 
see,” the Judge added.
The Judge explained, “ The 

county has a contract with the 
Jim Allison and Associates law 
firm in Austin, the firm which 
re-drew our precinct lines in 
1991.They are scheduled to 
meet with commissioners court 
M arch 14 and give us their ini­
tia l assessm en t. O f course ,

nothing will be definite until 
the final and official census 
numbers are in place, and the 
deadline for that report is April 
1 .”

The Judge explained the con­
tract with the Austin law firm 
requires a payment o f $6,000 
for the first phase assessment 
o f  the  co u n ty  n u m b ers . I f  
enough population changes are 
apparent, requiring actual re­
drawing precinct lines, the firm 
would be paid $ 12,000 for that 
work, instead of the $6,000 fee. 
Com m issioners Court would 
have to accept the firms plan, 
and it would have to be sent to 
the Legislature, and finally to 
the US Census Bureau.

Home From Kosovo
Corporal Luke Smith arrived 

home in Plains February 23 
following a six month tour of 
peace keeping duties in strife 
tom Kosovo. The former PHS 
graduate is the son o f Debbie 
and Hershel Smith.
The young soldier furnished 

CCN an interesting interview 
last week. He and some 238 
men of the A rm y’s 2nd/327 In­
fantry were stationed in the 
small town of Vitana, popu­
lated mostly by ethnic Serbs. 
“ Our primary mission was to 
keep the peace betw een the 
Serbs and Albanians. We went 
on daily foot or truck patrols 
of the area, conducted random 
searches of suspected Albanian 
troublemakers, and guarded a 
Serb school and church against

bom b or g renade  a tta c k s .” 
Luke said his unit took no en­
emy fire directed at them, but 
there were frequent attacks on

Serb homes and buildings, and 
fir in g  b e tw een  the  e th n ic  

T\irn to Page 2, 
‘Kosovo’
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New Deputy In 
Sheriff Department Here

board as a new deputy in the 
C ounty  S h e riff  D ep artm en t 
February 1.
His law enforcem ent career 

started in 1990 after he com ­
pleted courses at South Plains 
Assn, of Governments in Lub­
bock, leading to his certifica­
tion as a peace officer. He first 
served as C h ief o f Police at 
Earth, Texas, later transferred 
to  L am b C o un ty  w h ere  he 
served in the K-9 division of the 
Lamb County Sheriff Depart­
ment. He was later promoted to 
the Criminal Investigation D i­
vision o f the department, where 
he w o rk ed  u n til  h ire d  by 
Yoakum County Sheriff Don 
Corzine.
Coffm an and his w ife have 

three children, a 15 year old 
son, Brandon, another son, 7 
year old Peyton, and a daugh­
ter, 4 year old Brianna. Asked 
how his family was experienc-

friendliest towns I have expe­
rienced. People have gone out 
of their way to meet me and my 
fam ily, o ffer to help  us get 
settled. My boy Brandon is in 
awe w ith the school system  
here, he thinks it’s just great. 
The younger son takes a bit 
longer to impress.”
The new officer also had posi­
tive comments about the sher­
iff  d ep artm en t. “ I am  im ­
pressed with the cooperation in 
the departm ent, and that be­
tween our department and the 
D enver C ity  Police D epart­
ment. The department here en­
joys an open door policy, and 
the citizens seem very comfort­
able approaching us about a 
question or assistance. It’s ob­
vious there is good team work 
in the department.
Coffm an believes the move 

here is a definite step upwards 
in his law enforcement career.

ing the move here, he said,
From Page One, “ KOSOVO ”

groups. Asked if  he thought Kosovo left him  feeling very
there would ever be true peace 
in the area, Smith said, “ I don’t 
see it happening anytime soon. 
There is ju st too m uch hate 
there, which has dominated the 
region for centuries.”
He said there was absolutely 

no social life for the G .I .’s 
when off duty. “ Some of us did 
get four days Qff to visit Bul­
garia, and my unit spent two 
weeks training with a Belgian 
Commando group in Brussels. 
We got to visit many of the fa­
m ous battle zones o f W orld 
War II, including the town of 
Bastogne where the Batle of 
the Bulge occured.”

Smith said the 60 day tour in to Germany.

grateful his unit suffered no 
casualties from the conflict.

W h en  he re tu rn s  to  Ft. 
Campbell, Kentucky, his per­
m anent base o f duty, he will 
attend a Prim ary Leadership 
Development course, and if  he 
successfully passes the course, 
will be promoted to Sergeant. 
Smith enlisted in the Army for 

three years in January, 1999. 
W hen his enlistm ent is up in 
2002 , he w ill g ive  se rio u s  
thought to re-enlisting. “ I can 
truthfully say I have enjoyed 
my Army experience so far. If 
I choose  to con tinue in the 
Army, I will try to be assigned

D i a b e t i c  P a t i e n t s !
If you have M edicare or Private Insurance, 

You may be eligible to receive your:
D ia b etic  su p p lies at

NO C ost To Y ou!
For more inform ation  call 
D iabetic Supply Program

Toll Free 1-888-466-2678_______ (no HMO patients, please)__________
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Let PowerShield help
Starting at $6.69/month

For more information call Lea County Electric today! 
(505) 396-3631 or toll Free: (800) 510-5232

a
Po werShield

HICKS
*Carpet *Heating *Air Conditioning 

*Maytag Appliances 
204 N. Main, Denver City 
806-592-3973 or 592-3930
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INSURANCE
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Credit Union hosts 52nd annual meeting

Some 140 members and guests attended the 
52nd Annual M eeting o f the Yoakum County 
Credit Union last Saturday evening in the Plains 
school cafeteria. M em bers brought covered 
dishes, salads and desserts, and the credit union 
provided ham for the annual supper.
The Presidents Report was delivered by Melvin 
Dearing, Ruby Sellers gave the Supervisory 
Committee report, and Vivian Rice presented 
the Treasurer’s report.
The invocation was given by Bill Adams, and 
the bened ic tion  was g iven  by P asto r Jose 
Rodriguez. An impressive display of donated 
door prizes w ere delivered  throughout the 
evening. M usical entertainment was furnished 
by Jason and Jimmy Robertson.
O fficers e lected  for 2001 include M elvin 

Dearing, President, Ruby Sellers, Vice Presi­
dent, Lisa Switzer, Secretary, Vivian Rice, Trea­
surer, Tom m ie B row n, C hair, Supervisory  
Comm. D irectors include A rlon Alexander, 
Owen Schneider, B ill Adam s, and Tommie 
Brown.
Door prize donors included Christy Brink’s 

Visualize Hair & Nails, The M agnolia, Sisters

‘n Friends, Liberty Drug, J.R. Slentz, Gonzales 
Tire Service, Hazel Lowrey, Lea County Sher­
iff Keith Rice & Shannon M cDonalds, Debbie 
Rushing, Agro Intnl., Yoakum County Library, 
Betty Rivas, Sellers Ag Supply, Grandm a Pride 
Candles, Higginbotham Lumber, Lanelle’s, Pal­
ace Drug, Richard Clark, Excel Equine Service, 
Crosswind Enterprises, Sonic Drive In, Dallas 
B rew er, Jack  C obb, A u re lio ’s R estau ran t, 
Woody Lindsey. Amigas Restaurant, Henry & 
Teddy Knox, Vickie Blundell, D ale’s Venture 
Foods, Jean n e tte  & Je rom e H ead , M elba  
Cmtcher, Western Sales, Yoakum County Coop 
Gin, D avid’s Appliance, Ag Insurance Plus, 
Doug’s Specialties, Hicks Air & Appliance, Bill 
Helwig, M ickey Cowart, Cowboy Cafe, West 
Texas Gas, Toni Jones, C harlie’s Restaurant, 
M arjories C oiffures, P ierre & M ary Jo St. 
R om ain , M ustang  C oun try , G ran d  E ntry , 
Johnn ie’s R estauran t, La E specia l B akery, 
Plains Dairy Queen, Lalitos Restaurant, Y.C. 
Fed. Credit Union, W illis A utom otive, Lea 
County Electric, Y.C. Abstract, Fam ily Dollar 
S to re , H ale  T ires, S ta r P rin tin g , K oun try  
Klipper, Ty Earl Powell,and R osa’s Restaurant.

Gov. Perry outlines math 
initiative to school officials

In a recent meeting o f Texas noted the scheduled changes in
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He received a 90 day jail sen­
tence, suspended and probated 
12 months. Time payments will 
meet $225 court costs and $500 
fine, he must serve 72 hours in 
jail, attend weekly AA m eet­
ings, com plete the DW I first 
o ffender program , serve 72 
hours in jail with credit for 12.5 
hours served , and 24 hours 
community service. Investigat­
ing officer was Sheriff Deputy 
Kenley Powell.
Rosendo Holguin pled guilty 

'to evading arrest and detention. 
A 30 day jail sentence was sus­
pended 12 months. $210 court 
costs and a $200 fine will be 
m et w ith tim e paym ents. He 
must perform 80 hours commu­
nity service, spend 24 hours in 
jail with credit for 11.5 hours 
served, and complete the anger 
management counseling class 
provided by the W omen’s Pro­
tective Service of Denver City, 
and pay the $25 cost. Investi­
g a tin g  o ff ic e r  w as D epu ty  
James Melendez.

Plains High 
School 2001 Quiz

Bowl Teams
Freshmen 

Black Team
Helena Neufeld 
Nolan Newsom 
Moriah Traweek 

Gold Team 
Stacie Alldredge 
Grady McNabb 

Manuela Villegas 
Sophomores 
Black Team 
Jordan Bean 

Amrio Bonilla 
Jill Gray 

Gold Team 
Manuel Ramoz 

Ryan Swann 
Liz Wilmeth 

Juniors 
Black Team 

Allison Butler 
Annaliesa O’Quinn 

Becky Wilmeth 
Gold Team 
Jared Bell 

Chris Hansen 
Jarod Newland 

Seniors 
Black Team 
Aaron Cain 

Nicole Haynes 
Dustin Six 
Gold Team 

Kelsey Blundell 
Eddie Gallegos 

Lesli Rowe
The Quiz Bowl will be played March 
6,7,8,9, at 10:00 am.-10:45 daily.

school administrators attending 
the TEA M idw inter C onfer­
ence, G overnor R ick  P erry  
asked the administrators to sup­
port his goal o f develop ing  
m ath  in it ia t iv e s  in  p u b lic  
schools to better prepare stu­
dents for college.
“ Only 55 percent o f college 

bound students can pass the 
c o lle g e  e n tra n ce  ex am  fo r 
math, and only 45 percent of 
Algebra One students passed 
the e n d -o f  co u rse  exam  in 
Texas last Spring,” The Gov­
ernor stated.
These test scores undeline the 
need for Texas to focus on ways 
to im prove m ath instruction 
and learning, Perry added. He

the Texas Assessment of Aca­
demic Skills ( TA A S), the state 
mandated testing program, and 
tougher high school graduation 
standards make his math initia­
tive even more imperative. Cit­
ing the success o f the Texas 
Reading Initiative, Perry said, 
“ Clearly we must now do for 
math what we have done for 
reading.”
His proposed math initiative 

w ould  p rov ide  fu n d in g  fo r 
M ath A cadem ies to prepare 
teachers on the best way to 
teach the subject; A M aster 
M ath Teacher program  would 
pay a $5,000 annual stipend to 
those who receive expert certi­
fication; and intensive summer 
and after school programs for 
students in danger of falling 
behind. The governor’s p ro­
posed budget earmarks some

$41 m illion for the plan.
The reading initiative is di­

rected at early education and 
pupils in kindergarten through 
third grade. Perry’s proposed 
math program  would focus on 
students in grades five through 
eight
T he G o v e rn o r’s p ro p o sed  

budget also would increase the 
Student Success Initiative by 
m ore than $100 million, and 
more than triple the Teach For 
Texas G rant Program  to en ­
courage more young people to 
pursue teaching careers.

April is 
Child Abuse 
AwarenessHIP REPLACEMENT?

If you had a hip replacement surgery between 
October 1999 and December 2000 

with a SulzerMedica Inter-Op hip shell, 
you may have a legal claim.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL: 
1-800-752-2716

Law Offices o f  Donald W. Puryear 
8108 Niles, Suite A Houston, TX 77017

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization 
Licensed by the Texas Supreme Court - Certain cases likely will be referred.

Some things are worse than your 
computer crashing...but not many.

mailto:ccn@hiplains.net
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Services Held For 
Verl Stephens

Verl Stephens, 84, o f Austin, died Sunday, February 25, 2001. 
She was bom  in Hollis, Oklahoma and lived most of her life in 

Brownfield, Tx. She was the daughter o f Lee and Ella W indham 
Hulse. She married Lowell Stephens on December 17, 1937 in 
Brownfield.
She is survived by her children, Rowe Stephens of Plains, Pamela 
Powers o f Lubbock, and Theresa Goldston and Senith Hickey of 
Austin. She is also survived by her ten grandchildren; twelve 
great grandchildren; one great great grandchild; one brother, 
Curtis Hulse o f Brownfield; and one sister, Rae Dunagan of 
Burleson.
Graveside services were held at 2:00 p.m., February 28,2001 at 
the Terry County M emorial Cemetery in Brownfield under the 
direction o f Amey Funeral Home.

County Student Makes 
President’s List

Abilene, TX-Hardin Simmons University announces that Plains 
resident Shaunda Eady has made the President’s List for the fall 
2000 semester.
The HSU President’s List honors students who com pleted at 

least 12 semester hours with a 4.0 grade point average.

QuickBooks Class Coming 
To Plains

Graveside 
Services Held 

For Ira 
Eldridge 
Tidwell

On F ebruary  25, 2001 , Ira  
Eldridge Tidwell, 88, a loving 
husband, father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, great great 
grandfather, and brother was 
called home to be with God. 
Ira was bom  October 26,1912, 
in M idlo th ian , E llis County, 
Texas. He was m arried on July 
12, 1941 to M arie E lisabeth  
Galyon. He lived and farmed in 
Y oakum  C ounty , T exas fo r 
more than fifty years.
Ira is preceded in death by his 

fa th e r, R u fu s  T id w e ll;  h is 
mother, Flossie Tidwell, and a 
brother, Floyd Tidwell.
He is survived by his wife of 

59 years, M arie T idw ell; his 
daughter and son in law Paula 
and Crawley Gazaway of Lake 
Sherwood, M issouri; his sons 
and daughters in law Eldridge 
and  D e a n n a  T id w e ll o f 
Coupland, Texas; Randy and 
Cindy Tidwell o f Troup, Texas; 
Lyndyl and Terry Tidwell of 
B ro w n w o o d , T exas; s is te r, 
Zellie Tidw ell M cA llister o f 
Lubbock, Texas; brother, Alton 
(Boots) Tidwell o f Lubbock, 
Texas; ten grandchildren, 12 
great grandchildren, and one 
great great grandchild.
The family will receive friends 
on Thursday, M arch 1, from  
6:00 until 8:00 pm  at Elgin Fu-

neral Home, 712 N. Ave., Elgin, 
Texas.
Graveside services will be held 
on Friday, M arch 2, at 10:30 
a.m . at the T idw ell F am ily  
Cemetery, 14000 S. Hwy 95, 
Coupland, Texas under the di­
rection of Elgin Funeral Home. 
The pallbearers w ill be the 

grandsons.

New Books at 
the Library

Fiction: Blood Lure..Nevada 
Barr, Cat Who Sm elled A 
Rat..Lilian Braun. Darkness More 
Than Night..Michael Connelly, 
Provinces Of Night..William Gay, 
This Heart Of M ine..Susan E. 
Phillips, Electric God. .Catherine 
R. Hyde. A Painted House..John 
Grisham, The Wav Forward Is 
With A Broken H eart..A lice 
Walker, Lakota Woman..Janelle 
Taylor, Outer Perim eter..Ken 
Goddard, A Good House..Bonnie 
Btirnard, Badger Bov..Elm er 
Kelton, The Island Wife.Jessica
Sterling, Cold_____ Flat
Junction. .Martha Grimes.

Non-Fiction: Stolen Valor: How 
The Vietnam Generation Was 
Robbed Of Its Heroes and Its 
History..B.G.Burkett, Painting 
Flowers A to Z ..Sherry Nelson, 
Painting With Thread: Embroi­
dered Pictures To Make and 
Cherish..Kit Nicol, Sassy Cats: 
Purr-Feet Craft Projects..Sheila 
Rauen. 25 Gergeous Sweaters For 
The Brand New Knitter. .Catherine 
Ham, Flashing Before Mv Eves: 
50 Years Of Headlines. Deadlines 
& Punchlines..Dick Schaap. Mind 
Siege: The Battle For Truth In The 
New Millennium..Tim LaHaye, 
Ice Bound: A Doctor’s Incredible 
Battle For Survival At The South 
Pole..Dr. Jerri Nielsen, Secrets Of 
The Babv Whisperer. .Tracv Hogg.

An “Introduction to 
QuickBooks” class will be 
presented in Plains on 
Wednesday, March 7th by 
Dan Cowan of Accelerated 
Learning Center.
“This hands on class cov­

ers important skills and 
dem onstrates the most 
commonly used features of 
QuickBooks bookkeeping 
software. Routine tasks 
such as setting up your 
company and handling ev­
eryday transactions are ex­
plained in simple and easy 
to understand terms.
The one day class will be

held in Plains, from 9:00 am. 
to 4:00 pm., at the Plains 
Community Building, 1006 
Ave. G. The cost is $129 per 
person. Call (888) 320-5552 
to reserve your seat or obtain 
more information.
This class is suitable for new 
and experienced computer 
users. Plus, there is a full sat­
isfaction, money back guar­
antee.
For more information about 
this class, call (888) 320- 
5552. Full details will be 
faxed or mailed to you about 
the class.

L i f e ,  H e a

L o n g  T e r m  C a r e  Ia r e  in su ra n c e

Ag Insurance Plus
James F. ( Jim) Brown, Agent

456-2788 * Mobile 806-891-0449 

or 891-0450 * Home 592-3490

Spring lime 
Is Plowing,

Buried high pressure pipelines may not be where you 
expect them. The direction and depth can change 

rapidly in a short distance. Pipeline 
Warning Signs tell the approximate location 

of buried pipelines.
To avoid serious accidents, you need to know 

the EXACT LOCATION. Before you dig, blast, drill, 
ditch, plow or drive posts, please call Texas 

Excavation System at 1-800-DIG-TESS, or 
our DENVER CITY OFFICE at 806-592-2555 
and we will locate and mark the pipelines in your 

area at no cost to you. In EMERGENCY call 
1-800-852-3602.

Operations Supervisor: 
Gary Crutcher 
Home: 806-592-2860 
Office: 806-592-7629 
Mobile: 806-893-8612

Asset Supervisor: 
Rodney Green 
Home: 806r592-7531 
Office: 806-592-7702 
Mobile: 806-893-8611

Maintenance
Supervisor:
Lanny Wood 
Home: 806-592-8445 
Office: 806-592-8186 
Mobile: 806-893-8615

EQUILOIM
m rntm  PIPELINE COMPANY LLC

May we suggest a more effective way to keep unwanted calls out of your home?

Call today for a FREE Caller ID 
Box-a $25 value-with either 
of these two great packages.

ALLTEL Caller ID Package.
Caller ID Deluxe, Enhanced Call 
Waiting, Caller ID on Call Waiting, 
and Call Return.

ALLTEL Complete Package.
12 great features, including Caller 
ID Deluxe, Enhanced Call Waiting, 
Caller ID on Call Waiting, Call Return, 
3-Way Calling, Call Forwarding,
Repeat Dial and more for only $ 14.95.

1-800-452-5354

^ClUXEt
The power to simplify
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Plains Elem entary UIL W innersCowboy
Basketball
Summary

KBST/14

Dustin Six,22, lays one in

Student of 
the Week

Eddy Gallegos prepares to shoot

3rd Grade

PHS Student of the Week is Moriah 
Traweek, a freshman and the daugh­
ter of Mr. & Mrs. Marc Traweek. 
She was nominated by Mrs Lusk, 
who said, •
“ Happy children just naturally sing 
and dream and imagine. This stu­
dent of the week does all three. She 
is a hard working and intelligent j 
young lady, who excels beyond her« 
years both in academics and sports. ■

Adam Garcia, with ball, is dwarfed by 6’7” wall player

Lena Wall PA-C
Will see Minor Emergencies, Chronic medical 

problems, Immunizations

TEXAS HEALTH STEPS
Toe Nail and Wart removal, Allergy Injections or stop by for

Cowboys lose 
opener

Plains City Hall weather in­
struments recorded wind gusts 
of 54 miles an hour last Satur­
day, and the Cowboy Baseball 
team  must have thought it was 
even higher In the miserable 
conditions, they fell to Morton 
in th e ir  o p en er 12-3. Jerry  
R ivas , R yan  M a rtin e z  and 
Arnold Cordova were the only 
Cow boys m anaging to score 
runs.

Ryan Martinez, right, gets ball too late to tag Morton runner

Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8-5 
Wednesday 8-12 noon

Thursday & Friday 8-5
Will take walk-ins. Appointments preferred

Please call 806-456-6365Arnold Cordova fires fast ball

BAYER LUMBER 
& HARDWARE

1018 Ave. E Plains, Tx 79355 
806-456-4800 Voice & Fax

^  SPECIALS ! P \
MINI - HAND WARMERS .99 

TOE WARMERS $1.25 
12 HOUR WARM PACKS .99 

RED LEATHER GLOVES $2.99 
WD - 40 $1.98

Professional, Licensed Applications 
At Affordable Rates !

806-456-6300 Office 
806-456-6790 Fax

U  JEt 806-456-7536 David Mobile G&B
806-456-7974 Sarah Mobile 
806-632-5375 Dain Mobile

4
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Scholarship Winner 
Announced

.‘The Texas Society o f CPA’s 
(jTSCPA) today announced re­
cipients o f academ ic scholar­
sh ips, aw arded  by TSCPA ’s 
Accounting Education Founda­
tion (AEF). Renewal o f schol­
arships from  last year’s recipi­
ents was also announced. 

Shaw na B ox o f P lains was 
awarded a TSCPA Accounting 
Education Foundation scholar­
ship. Shaw na is a student at 
Abilene Christian University. 
Since 1957, the TSCPA Ac-

counting Education Foundation 
has distributed almost $5 m il­
lion to prom ote, develop and 
advance accounting education 
in Texas. Through donations 
from  Texas CPA’s and interest 
on endowed funds, the TSCPA 
Accounting Education Founda­
tion is currently awarding ap­
proximately $95,000 in schol­
arships to the best and brightest 
students enrolled in accounting 
programs in the state.

Judge Moore Recognized
A u s tin -T h e  C o lleg e  o f  the 
State Bar o f Texas recognized 
3,900 attorneys as m em bers o f 
the College during its Annual 
Awards Luncheon in Austin on 
February 3. This distinguished 
group of attorneys accounts for 
less than eight percent o f the 
total num ber o f  attorneys in 
Texas.
The College was created in 

1982 by the Supreme Court of 
Texas as a means o f recogniz­
ing m em bers o f the State Bar 
who voluntarily attain an ex­
traordinary num ber o f continu­
ing legal education credits each

NEW BABY BOY!!
Irma & Bob Wilhelm proudly announce the birth of then- 
son, Jaxon Dean on February 1 in Seminole Hospital. He 
weighed 5 pounds 11 ounces, and was 19 inches long. He 
was welcomed by his sister Chelsi Wagnon and brother 

John Wagnon. Maternal grandparents are Anita and Bruno 
Gonzales of Plains. Paternal grandparents are Dean and 

Diana Wilhelm of Nazareth.

HAIR CLOGGED DRAINS?
10 MINUTE® HAIR CLOG REMOVER
• Dissolves Hair Clogs Fast
• Safe for all Pipes and Septic Systems
• Pours through standing water
• Guaranteed

Available In the hardware department at your local super discount store. 

Help Line 1-800-241-5656 • www.enforcer.com

Quick Vinegar VUaght Loss Shocks Woman
Now m s . uaiena nas reason to smne. one iouna 
an easy way to lose pounds without pills, diets or 
calorie counting. Her secret? The healthy vinegar 
plan. “I dropped 30 pounds so fa s t it scared me," 
she writes. Just a few tablespoons of vinegar daily 
will have you feeling and looking better as you 
melt away unhealthy pounds. For FREE information 
packet without obligation, write to: The Vinegar 
Plan, Dept FD5118, 718-12th Street N.W., Box 
24500, Canton, Ohio 44701. To help us cover 
printing and postage, $1 would be appreciated, but 
not necessary. ® 2 0 0 i t c o  FD0200S07Ms. Jeanne Galend

First United Methodist Church
1202 Avenue G - Plains, TX.

Cordially invites you to worship 
and grow in Christ with us!

Sunday Schedule
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

Morning Worship - 10:45 am 
Youth Fellowship - 5 - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Connections
Food & Fellowship-5:30-6:30 pm 
Eve. Bible Study - 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Other Opportunities 
Afternoon Bible Study - 5:15 pm Thursdays

GOD loves you and so do we!
Come grow in CHRIST with us!

Pastor, Laymen conference 
elects new officers

(,S e n io r  C i t i z e n s  C o r n e r

year. To qualify for m em ber­
ship, attorneys must complete 
80 hours o f continuing legal 
education (CLE) within a three 
year period or 45 hours during 
the current year. To maintain 
m em bership in the College, an 
attorney must complete at least 
30 hours o f CLE each year, 
tw ice the number o f hours re­
quired o f all lawyers in Texas.
Honored at the Awards Cer­

emonies was Kelly G. Moore, 
Judge of the 121 st Judicial Dis- 
tr ic t  o f  T erry  and Y oakum  
Counties.

N ew  officers for the P anhand le  P a s to rs ’ and L aym en’s 
Conferenve, held annually at W ayland Baptist University in 
Plainview, were elected during the February 19-20 event. The 
new officers will organize the 2002 event. Pictured, left to right, 
are President-Elect Bill W right, pastor of First Baptist Church 
Plains; Vice President Tim Holloway, pastor of Baptist Com ­
munity Services in Amarillo; President Phillip Hilton, pastor of 
First Baptist Church Sunray; and secretary/treasurer Dr. Charles 
Bassett, special assistant to the president at Wayland

Garden Club Meets
The Plains Garden Club met Tuesday, February 20th in the 

clubroom  for their regu lar m onthly m eeting, w ith D ebbie 
M orphis, President, presiding. The Spring District M eeting will 
be M arch 20th in Lubbock.
Other business discussed was Operation Christmas Card and 

the Cemetery project. If  anyone knows of an unmarked grave 
please let the club know, with information concerning the site, 
the Garden Club will arrange for a head stone.
New plants available was the subject of the program presented 

by Dean Richardson.
Those attending the meeting included Debbie M orphis, Kay 

Canon, Ruby Sellers, Velma Dearing and Dean Richardson.
A Hint: Plant bare rooted roses now, and cool season annual 

plants, including pinks, pansies, snapdragons, English daisies, 
calendulas, larkspurs, iceland poppies, alyssum and stocks.

The 121st Judicial District of Texas 
Community Supervision and 

Corrections Department invites you 
to attend Dedication Ceremonies for 

the Ray D. Anderson Community 
Corrections Facility to be held at 
2:00 PM, March 2, 2001 at 613 E. 
Bynum Street, Brownfield, Texas

Everyone is delighted to w el­
come new people as they visit 
our senior center. Some of those 
who have shared lunch with us 
in recent days are Betty W ill­
iam s, E la in e  and  W alte r 
Schnieder, C lara E llen  W ill­
iams, V.H. W right, M arjorie 
Keel, Earlene Rolin, Donaciana 
and Felipe Ceniceros, and G.W. 
Cleveland. Com e again soon 
and bring a guest. The delicious 
m eals and good fe llo w sh ip  
brighten any overcast day.
A personal note of appreciation 
to our excellent work force who 
brightens my day as I see them 
breathe a sigh and sit down to 
enjoy their own meal after mak­
ing sure every senior has been 
a d e q u a te ly  fed . G lo r ia  
Carrasco, w ho serves as our 
director, along with the kitchen 
team , c o n s is t in g  o f  M ary  
Flores, M ary Newman, M ary 
Moya, and Stella M ontes; and 
Sylvia Lozano w ho expertly  
drives our bus to deliver seniors 
to the cen te r for lunch  and 
home again at 1:00 o ’clock PM. 
These ladies’ lunch time laugh­
ter is like a ray o f sunshine. 
W hoever said laughter is life’s 
best medicine must have ladies 
like these in mind.
A special note of appreciation 
to Ann H olland w ho quietly

Library
Storytime

S to ry tim e  w as h e ld  on 
Wednesday, February 21 in the 
Yoakum County Library. Fol­
lo w in g  the  p led g e s  to the 
United States and Texas flags, 
the group w arm ed  up w ith 
Toddlerobics. Several songs 
were sung: Five Little M on­
keys Sitting In A Tree. If Your 
Happy and You Know It. Five 
Little M onkeys Jum ping On

keeps everything in the book­
keeping departm ent running 
smoothly. She slips in and out 
so quietly, it seems like things 
are accomplished by some kind 
o f magic.
W e’ve visited countless senior 
centers around these U nited 
States and com e hom e each 
time with new appreciation for 
our hometown facility and all 
of those who make it possible. 
Pool tournam ent results for 

th is  m onth  are  as fo llow s: 
Women 8-ball 1st Ireta Davis, 
2nd Betty Contrell, 9-ball 1st 
B e tty  C a n tre ll,  2nd  Ju n e  
Hanneman. Men 8-ball 1st Leo 
Daniel, 2nd Bob Fillipp, 9-ball 
1st Pete A ren ivas, 2nd Leo 
Daniel.

T he  H a rv e s te rs  from  
Levelland gave us an excellent 
program  o f gospel m usic on 
Jam b o ree  n ig h t las t w eek . 
They have promised to return 
soon.
We all rejoice for Tom and 

Darlene Clevenger as the re­
ports continue to improve for 
their grandson, Mark. Grand­
children are the favorite topic 
of conversation as we all gather 
each day.
Get well wishes go to Wanda 

and Layne Black who are ‘un­
der the w eather’ this week.

The Bed, and I ’m A Little Tea­
pot. We had a discussion about 
visiting a zoo and what kind of 
animals one might see there. 
The books read  w ere W ho 
L iv es  In  T he Z oo?  and A 
C h ild ren ’s Z o o . The group, 
M adison Davis, Clayton Gass, 
Claire Carpenter, Jentry Wall, 
A nthony and A ngel Torres, 
Xavier Martinez and Micah St. 
Romain enjoyed a film entitled 
“The Zoo.”

it  ......t ,1

March Into Spring ^ th  Great Savings!

OLD
H TRADE DAYS h  *

, 5th & Hwy 207, Post, Texas
March 2-4, 2001

* www.omtd.com (806) 495-3529
■ • ....g

’s t  Baptist C hurch
’lains, Texas

Sunday School 9:30 am. 
Morning Worship 10:45 am. 
Evening Program 6:00 pm. 

Wednesday
5:15 - 6:30 pm. Supper 

6:00 pm. Zombies
7:00 pm. - RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends, 
Generation X, Sanctuary Choir Practice

We strive to 
care Sor you... 

because WE CARE

a i m sP I

iV iem oria

C h a p e l
Norman & Judy Heady Oumers
910  Avenue E
Across from old couthouse

PO Box 40 
806-456-2152

Nelson Prescription 
(J? Pharmacy

"Your Business is Appreciated"

Our Toll-Free Number Is  For Your
Convenience Call 1-800-658-9604

For all your Pharmacy Needs !!

805 Tahoka Rd. Brownfield, Tx

http://www.enforcer.com
http://www.omtd.com
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In last w eek’s issue, we fea­
tured a photo of the young PHS 
Cowboy Baseball team w ork­
out.
N ostalig ia  kicked in, and I 

vaguely recalled my only expe­
rience involving the sport while 
in school at Pecos.
I remember somewhere in my 

last Junior High years, maybe 
even as a freshman, the athletic 
d e p a rtm e n t G u ru s d e c id e d  
baseball should be included in 
the P.E.agenda. At that time, the 
sport was non-existent. I imme­
diately decided I would become 
a pitcher. As dumb as I was, I 
already realized crowd atten­
tion  w as a lw ays c e n te re d , 
briefly, on the pitcher, every 
single play, and that was where 
I determined Glory would be 
found.
It was not a recognized UIL 

event in our district, just a PE 
e v e n t. I practiced pitching ev­
ery day. One o f my dim m er 
witted friends would serve as 
my catcher during recess, or 
whatever they called it then, 
and during lunch. I would burn 
that ball into his glove like a 
missle from  Hell, unerringly in 
the strike  zone. The genius 
coaches finally  schedu led  a 
mock game during a lunch pe­
riod. I was selected to pitch.
I was already anticipating col­
lege scholarship offers when I 
took the mound, w earing my 
usual Levis and boots. I faced 
the batter, a wimp looking kid 
one year younger than me, and 
thought, “ You are Dog Meat, 
you pimple on a m ole!”
I flung my best fastball which 

I thought reached supersonic 
speed levels, but if radar guns 
had been available it may have 
achieved 28 miles per hour. I 
had always been noted for my 
accuracy. I struck the Umpire, 
( also my Government Coach 
whom I hated ) square dab in 
the throat. Since it was just a fun 
game, and no one but the catch­
ers wore protective gear, the 
coach-ump suffered consider­
able discomfort and an abiding

hatred for me throughout my 
continuing outstanding high 
school athletic career.
They allow ed me a couple 

more pitches. I nailed my own 
classmate buddy on the knee, 
then, determined to really bare 
down and throw like I and God 
knew I could, against my third 
batter, I m anaged to hit my 
catcher on the only unprotected 
portion of his body, that big old 
knobby bone on your ankle, 
w hatever you call it, w hich 
seemed to create exquisite and 
very vocal pain reminiscent of 
Inquisition tortures.
I was retired from the un-of­

ficial team, and it was years 
later before Pecos High would 
even consider resuming base­
ball.

I had a very scary experience 
in Hobbs, NM  this weekend. I 
carried film  of the Cow boys 
baseball and basketball games 
to W alMart for developing. 
W hen I was giving them  the 

film, this big burly type guy 
about the size of a Green Bay 
Packer lineman nudged me and 
said, “ Hey, buddy I see your 
cap reads Plains, Is that Plains, 
Texas?”

I adm itted , yes ,it is. He 
asked,“ Do you know the guy 
that does that newspaper over 
there, the Cowboy something 
or other?”
My heart beat faster. This guy 

has read our paper, and is go­
ing to say something good to 
me. I answered politely, “ Yes 
sir, I do, quite well,” anticipat­
ing words o f praise and adora­
tion..
This huge hunk of m eat guy 

glowered like a hungry Rott­
weiler and said, “ Well, tell that 
je rk  idiot there’s some of us 
over here in Hobbs who wanta 
whup his hiney. We got some 
chubby folks, I admit, but they 
ain’t all in WalMart. He better 
not have been talking about my 
w ife. S h e ’s 5 ’ 9 ” ta ll, and 
weighs ju st 237, and by NFL 
standards, she’s in good shape.” 
I readily admit I thought I was 
in deep stuff, and said, “ Sir, the 
guy who writes all that garbage 
is a little wimp 86 year old. He 
is barely literate, his wife has 
terminal cancer, he tithes, sings 
in the church choir, donates to 
the Cancer'Society, the Kosovo 
Orphans fund, and the NRA. I 
would suggest, sir. you leave

A .B .C . R e n ta ls  C e n te r  A U C T IO N  (Quitting 
SA T., M A R C H  3, 2001  - 9 :3 3  A .M .Busincss)

LOCATED: PAMPA, TX, 2125 N. Hobart St.: Where Hobart Street & Per- 
ryton Parkway Y. Exit Left (West) onto Hobart St. (A.B.C. Rental Center). 
Wedding Accessories; Office Fum. & Sup.; Shop Tools; Power Snakes; 
Drain Rooters; Closet Augers & Sewer Tape; Floor: Maintained, Vacu­
ums, Extractors & Strippers; Bosch Power Hammers & Tools; Cement 
Tools; Site Levels; Power Washers; Com. Fbgl. & Alum. Ladders; Appl. 
Dollies; banquet Tables & Fldg. Chairs; Lawn Rigs; Air Compressors, 
Generators & Welder; Hole Diggers; Pumps, Trailers; Pallet Jacks; Heat­
ers: Work Benches & Cabinets; Moving Supplies, Parts Invent; Etc. 
Lyndon Loyd Auctioneers, (7119) Wheeler, TX - 806-826-5850

HEALTH BENEFITS 
for the ENTIRE FAMILY

only $70 per month!
•  FLAT RATE • GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE 

SELF-EMPLOYED OR NOT!- NO INCREASE!

DEEP MEDICAL DISCOUNTS ON DOCTOR,
DENTAL, CHIROPRACTIC, EMERGENCY ROOM,
HOSPITAL CONFINEMENT, VISION, RX & MORE! ( m  Deductible!)

Call: 1-800-801-5285 or visit www.naseweb.com

AG IN S U R A N C E  
PLUS

CROP INSURANCE MPCI-CRC-CAT-CROP HAIL

456-2788

Jim Brown, Agent Jeff Lowrey, Sales Assoc.
Mobile 806-891-0449 or 891-0450 Mobile 806-891-3133 

Home 592-3490 Home 456-3195

him alone. He is an extremely 
good man.”
The big bruiser sniffed, said, 
“ Well, I still ain’t fond o f him 
calling us Wal M art Hobbs 
shoppers all fat people. I can 
think o f lots more towns got 
fatter people than us. Like 
Tatum, maybe Eunice.”

Very humbly, I told him I 
would pass his comments on 
to the editor of the “ PLAINS 
W IPE ” , as he snarled it.
I ’ve got to be more careful 

about offending community 
pride, and I suspicion, the 
slightly over-weight readers 
in Hobbs, NM.

Larrx Combes! Comments

^Notice For 
Bids*

The Commissioners Court 
of Yoakum County will 
receive bids until 10:00 

A.M., Wednesday, March 
21,2001, for a County 

Depository for the County of 
Yoakum for a period of four 

(4) years
ending sixty days from the 
time fixed by law for the 

next selection of a 
depository.

Bids will be reviewed with 
contract to be awarded in 
Commissioners Court on 

Monday, March 26th, 2001.
For bid forms and 

specifications, please contact 
the Yoakum County Auditor, 
806-456-2422, P.O. Box 516, 

Plains, TX, 79355 or 
Yoakum County Treasurer, 
806-456-8794, P.O. Box 492, 

Plains TX 79355. 
Sealed bids should be 

marked “Bid-Depository” 
on the envelope and mailed 

or delivered to County 
Judge, Dallas Brewer, P.O. 
Box 456/Cowboy Way and 

Avenue G, Plains, TX 79355. 
NO FAX COPIES WILL BE 

ACCEPTED. 
Commissioners Court 

reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids.

Most of us remember the “sup­
ply and demand” lecture from 
our Economics 101 class. The 
goal is to have enough supply 
of your product to meet the de­
mand. Apparently, some folks 
in California skipped that class 
in high school. C alifornia is 
now  e x p e rie n c in g  a m ajo r  
power supply problem, causing 
serious concern for consumers 
and businesses, and potentially 
for the rest of the country.
The problems they are facing 

are simply supply/demand eco­
nomics that result from  a badly 
written deregulation law and 
som e poor energy  cho ices. 
W hile deregulation can bring 
low er pow er b ills, the 1996 
California electricity deregula­
tion put a cap on retail prices, 
hiding the true cost o f electric­
ity from consumers and leav­
ing them no incentive to con­
serve. It also did not cap whole­
sale prices and prevented utili­
ties from  entering  in to  long 
term  pow er con tacts, w hich 
made them  subject to the al- 

. ways volatile spot market. Now 
the utilities are facing the pain­
ful reality o f bankruptcy. 
California imports 25 percent 

of their electricity and discour­
ages energy production within 
the state. C alifo rn ians w ant 
electricity from  clean burning, 
environmentally correct natural 
gas, but they do not want to drill 
for it or build new plants. From  
1988-98, the s ta te ’s e lec tric  
generating capacity  actually  
declined five percent, accord­
ing to the Departm ent of E n­
ergy, yet, power consumption 
rose 15 percent over the same 
period. Not surprisingly, their 
surging dem and is now ou t­
stripping their dwindling sup­
ply, and doing so very quickly. 
Just like California our coun- 

try is headed for an energy cri­
sis. Fortunately, President Bush 
and the U.S. Congress have

Texas Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation 
Mechanic

Plains and Seagraves, TX 
www.txbollweeviI.org

Ag mechanic needed for the Plains and Seagraves district. Will 
work on high-cycle and mist blower equipment used in cotton 

fields. Electrical and hydraulic experience required. Must have a 
valid driver’s license and be insurable under foundation fleet 

policy. This position is temporary and is not eligible for benefits.
Submit your application and resume to:

Plains district office Seagraves district office
1179CR305 510 Railroad Ave
Plains, TX 79355 Seagraves, TX 79359
EOE/Drug-free Workplace

Capital Roofing 
Of Lubbock

We are looking for a P/T Rep 
to help cover your area. Earn 
some extra $$ by inspecting 
damage done to roofs and 

sidings. We will train how to 
write estimates and assess 

damages. If interested please 
call 806-785-7663, Monday- 

Friday, 8am to 5 pm

Newspaper Carrier needed in 
Plains for the Lubbock 

Avalanche-Journal. Great 
part-time job for someone 

willing to get up early. 
Looking for honest, 
dependable person 

with good transportation. 
Call David Goode at 

766-2187, or 1-800-692-4021, 
Ext. 2187

*For Sale*
10 Acres with 2 

wells, 11/2 Miles 
West of Plains. Will 
consider dividing
Call 456-2050

* Help Wanted* 
Full time position 

at Uncle’s 
Convenience 

Store in Plains. 
Come by for 
application.

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR
Massey Ferguson 

Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders, 

Lilliston Rolling 
Cultivators, Lorenz 

& Buffalo Cultivators, 
Baker Disc & Switch 
Plows, Spray Coupe, 

Wilmar Sprayer 
Brownfield, Tx. 

806-637-4569

made energy a top priority. I 
believe we have a monumen­
tal opportunity to correct the 
poor energy decisions of the 
past and adopt a com prehen­
sive, long term energy policy 
that promotes all forms of en­
ergy, particularly petroleum . 
O ur dom estic petro leum  re­
sources are not in short supply; 
however, access to that supply 
must be addressed in any leg­
islation.
To begin with, we must limit 

our dependence on foreign oil. 
A pprox im ately  56 o f crude 
consumed by our country last 
year was imported from foreign 
countries. This is projected to 
increase to 64 percent by 2020 
if policies stay the same. I have 
cosponsored legislation to es­
tablish a com petitive oil and 
gas leasing program for the ex­
ploration and production of oil 
and gas resources in the Arctic 
Coastal Plain. The U.S. Geo­
logical Survey estimates that 
there is enough oil to replace 
all imports from Saudi Arabia 
for the next 30 years. In addi­
tion, there is a pipeline less than 
90 m iles away w ith enough 
capacity to carry an additional 
million barrels of oil a day. The 
hurdle to opening ANW R, for 
the security of the nation, is the 
w ide spread m isinform ation 
being  prom oted by extrem e 
environmental groups.

Closer to home our farmers, 
ranchers and consum ers are 
fee lin g  the energy  crunch . 
Prices for fertilizer are at an all 
time high, the costs of irriga­
tion are skyrocketing, and con­
sum ers are s tru g g lin g  w ith  
huge natural gas and electric­
ity b ills. W hy has th is hap ­
pened? Our economy has been

boom ing and dem and for elec­
tricity throughout the nation is 
high. A lso , m any e lec tric ity  
generating plants have switched 
from coal to natural gas, which 
is in high dem and but o f which 
there is less in stock.
Because of several years of low 
petroleum  prices, exploration 
and d rillin g  fo r n a tu ra l gas 
slow ed  d ram a tica lly . W hen  
prices w ere ca tas tro p h ica lly  
low in 1998-99, the industry 
had to shut in productive wells, 
because they were no longer 
economical to operate. This in­
dustry downturn caused the loss 
of 50,000 jobs. The condition 
lasted for 18 months and gave 
consumers a period o f historic 
lows for petroleum  products. 
The “boom  or bust” cycle o f oil 
and gas prices is bad for con­
sumers. Producers in the Per­
mian Basin do not want a reli­
able price with which they can 
make long term  investment de­
c is ions . T he in d u stry  is re ­
bounding and doing their best 
to drill new wells, but there is a 
lag time o f 12-18 months to get 
that product from  well to mar­
ket.
Sadly, there is very little we can 
do in the short term  to fix the 
recent price escalation of energy 
products. But there is much that 
can be done for the long term. 
We m ust realize that there is no 
such thing as the perfect energy 
source, but that each is needed 
to produce a balanced mix that 
gives us stable energy supplies 
and prices. F urtherm ore, we 
cannot afford to demonize in­
dustries that benefit us. Energy 
production and environm ental 
protection and not mutually ex­
clusive. We need to protect our 
environment but in realistic and 
balanced terms.

ELECTION CALENDAR
Listed below are the major dates concerning the upcoming City 
Council General Election on Saturday, May 5, 2001. 
PURPOSE
To elect three (3 )  Council members. Those with expiring terms 
are: Arlon Alexander, Rick Ramos and Owen Schneider. 
FILING DATES TO RIJN
Tuesday, February 20, 2001 until Wednesday, March 21, 2001 
at 5:00 p.m.
LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE 
Thursday, April 5,2001 is the last day to register to vote in the 
May 5, 2001 City Council General Election. Voter registration 
is at the Yoakum County Courthouse Tax Office.
EARLY VOTING
By Personal Appearance - Wednesday, April 18,2001 until Tues­
day, May 1,2001. At Plains City Hall, 60111th Street from 8:00 
a.m. until 5 p.m.
ELECTION DAY
Saturday, May 5, 2001
Polls open from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
At Plains City Hall, 60111th Street

Commercial 
Building on 

Cowboy Way for 
sale or rent. For 
information or to 
see call 456-8811

Large House 
for Sale

2-3 Br., Lg. Den, Lg. 
Fenced backyard on 

corner lot 
110117th St. 

456-7110

Elbon Rye 
& Triticale 

for sale 
456-6075

Handyman Construction
W e would like to take this tim e to say THANK YOU 
to our last year custom ers for all d ie jobs we re­
ceived. W e are here to serve you in the new year. 
Odd jobs, electrical, 
remodel, or new construction.
W e are licensed and insured and bondable. 
Tommy W illiams 806-456-2277 or 806-891-0692

http://www.naseweb.com
http://www.txbollweeviI.org

