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laton Girls Halt Comanche
Finals Of Class AA, 51-45

B» DALTON WOOD

y’re great; they’re beau- 
they’re magnificent;

e No! 1!
hard to come up with 
ate superlatives to do 
to the smashing climax 

great season which the 
i Tigerettes engineered 
y and Saturday, but 
ay, they are the 1974 
> AA girls basketball 
pions of the State of 
, after a trem endous 
victory over Comanche

in the final game Saturday 
afternoon before 5,000 specta­
tors in Gregory gym at the 
University of Texas.

The path to the state  
championship and undisputed 
No. 1 rating for Coach Gay 
Benson and her 19 players 
who made the “ dream trip’’ 
to Austin started with a 62-17 
win over Ralls last fall and 
wound up with the fantastic 
win over a very good Coman­
che Maiden team which found 
itself No. 2 in state for the

second time in a row.
In between, Slaton lost just 

four games, two of them to 
AAA Canyon, which was 
playing for the state title  
immediately following the Sla­
ton game Saturday afternoon. 
And Slaton beat Canyon once 
on the Tigerettes’ wav to a 
30-4 season and the coveted 
trophy awarded the best AA 
team in 254 counties.

Slaton had an easy time 
beating Lyford 56-41 in the 
semifinal game Friday while 
Comanche pulled a big upset 
by toppling defending state 
champion Midway 49-43 to 
reach the finals.

Beating Comanche was no 
easy task for the Tigerettes. 
In the first game of the 
tournament it was Rosemary 
Scott who was the big 
offensive weapon for Slaton, 
so Comanche put its best 
guard, 1973 all-stater Cvndra 
Frick, on Rosemary in the 
first half of the final game. 
Slaton once more proved its 
balanced attack, k r  this 
turned loose Doris Meurer to 
drive in time and again for 
layups in the first quarter, 
scoring 10 points as Slaton 
took a 15-10 first period lead.

In the second quarter, it 
was Jan Davis who damaged 
Comanche’s Maidenly pride, 
as Jan scored 12 of her 
game-leading 24 points in that 
period, including two fine

shots from right under the 
basket, and once hitting six 
free throws in a row.

Kay Stephens was guarding 
Comanche’s other all-stater 
from last year, Linda An­
drews, and did an excellent 
job of containing her; in fact, 
live-wire guard LuAnne Fon- 
dy, who kept moving around
in jet-like spurts, and Becky Culver, who led Slaton 
rebounds with h. also did a fine job.

Slaton's forwards did a ureal job of harassing the guards 
trying to get the ball back downcourt to the Maiden 
forwards in fact, the whole team played fine ball.

I'he delirium of the exuberant Slaton moms, dads and 
just plain fans who followed the team to Austin is hard to 
describe Tears of happiness, shouts and dancing were the 
norm for Slaton folks

It was the first time a Slaton team ever had won a state 
championship One other girls team from Slaton went to the 
state meet in 1932, but lost.

After the 15-10 first period lead and taking a halftime 
edge of 2*12.1 into the dressing room, it may sound if Slaton 
won it going away This was not the case, as Comanche 
showed plenty of skill and muscle in the third quarter and 
Slaton forwards suddenly found the basketball just a little 
bigger around than the basket Karly in the third, Slaton 
took a big 12 point lead as Rosemary, finding that Miss 
Frick had moved over to guard Jan, hit three straight field 
goals to open the period.

Comanche, however, hit a hot streak and cut the margin 
to just four points as the period ended, with Linda Andrews 
horrifying Slaton fans with a fine demonstration of how she 
got to be all-state.

Scott hit a long outside shot, followed by two calmly fired 
free throws bv Davis to open the final period, though, and 
again the tide seemed to turn in Slaton's favor The 
Maidens never quit and came back to pull within just three 
points at 46-43 with only a minute and IS seconds 
remaining, and Slaton fans started biting their nails down 
to their elbows Jan then hit 3 of 4 free throw efforts, and 
Doris hit two more with just 43 seconds left and the

We're No. I" chant began Comanche scored another 
goal with just 17 seconds left, and that was the ball game.

Davis' 24 points led all scorers; Meurer had 12 and Scott 
15. Eor Comanche. Linda Andrews had 1*1. Sissy Andrews 
had 16 and Jenifer McDougal had 10.

• • • » •

In Friday afternoon's semifinal game. Miss Scott poured 
in an official 3h points to lead Slaton scoring as ihc 
Tig erettes took an early lead and were never in trouble with 
Lyford.

Actually, Miss Scott had only 34 points, and Doris 
Meurer. who was credited with 6. had 8. but anywav, 
Slaton wound up with 56 to just 41 for the Dogettcs from 
deep South Texas. Jan Davi* hit for II points. Kimmy 
Cooper 2 and Teresa Wright 1 to account for the other 
Slaton scores.

Guard Kav Stephens held Lvford's top scorer. Dianne 
Trolingcr. to just 2 points in the first half, as Slaton went in 
with a 31 10 halftime lead, but Miss Trolinger came back to 
score a total of 20 for the game Coach Benson cleared the 
bench in the last few minutes of the game, getting all the 
squad into the contest

Miss Stephens led Slaton tn rrbounds with 7. but the
(continued on Page 4)



■
■

CONGRATULATIONS T
THE SLATON TIGERETTES ON

BAIN AUTO 

828-6652 THE 1974  CLASS 
STATE CHAMPM

TOM’S 8 ’TIL LATE 
828-7102

COACH:

Goy Benson

r> PERKINS AUTO & SUPPLY

828 621P
WRECKER

828-6240

KITTEN MOSELEY 
FERTILIZER  

A SUPPLY. INK.

R. E. JANES GRAVEL CO. 
828-6203

heforr te e  ku>.

828-632*

BALCH OIL CO. 
828-3366

FARMER’S GIN 
828-5212

WILDERS MO SUPPLY

MX SO7 SLATON. TEXAS 
(8061 828 6511

PAULINE’S FLOWERS 
828-6275

SELF FURNITURE 
828-5684

L A H Hd*e l.l'ANNE FONDY heads downcoun as Becky is ready to help.

CUSTER GULF 
828-7128

Jan Davis 
Rosemary Scott 
Kay Stephens 
LuAnne Fondy 
Doris Meurer 
Becky Culver 
Debra Montgomery 
Frana Gass 
Patti Melton 
Teresa Wright 
Angela Kitten 
Diana Dunlap 
Jo Edna Smith 
Kimmy Cooper 
Rhonda Biggs 
Susan Hopper 
Loretta Wolf 
Ann Partain 
Mildred Maxwell 
Pam Howard

SIKES MACHINE SHOP 
828-6568

This special edition honoring the 
Tigerettes is made possible by:

828-1818

KIRKSEY GULF 
828-6272

A LL T H E  F O L K S  W H O SE  NAl 
A R E LISTED ON T H ESE  PAGES

Teague
Slaton Implement

International Farmall 828 69.13

Drug
828 6535

Kendrick
Insurance Agency

KCAS RADIO 
828-6217

828-6576

Max Arrants
Quality

Cleaners

County Commissioner
HANDY HUT

828

Edwards
Insurance Agency

828 6216
E*e*»e I>uni«f> Jaaic IMh

Wh+.» l lrn U rr

828-6332

BING BINGHAM 
Girls #1 Supporter!

WAYNE MOSES GIN
WAYNE ~ PAT ~ TROY 

PHaa* «96 2613

WHITE’S AUTO*»“**
BILL REED DITCHING 

828-6814

Bill Adarv.s
Olds--Pontiac-Glw

828-6554

828 6127

Partain 
Frozen Fi

Stricklin Builders
S28-A434
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OACH GAY BENSON AND 
E GREATEST SEASON EVER

V w

HAPPINESS IS WINNING STATE - The girl* come off the court after the final game.

w '- K .  C *  *  I f c / M  1 '

TACKLE BY JAN — Jan Davis halts a l.vford guard at the
line of scrimmage.

n‘* . J  T° " my Davis5— G M v H  , D S Rap'  828-3787
PEMBER INSURANCE 

828-6251
BOH KERN

r* 2. Ball & Co.
828 3247

irtain 
n Foofl

Becker Bros. 
Mobil Station

* »  7 i r

ilders | f la,on Flying Service

BOWNDS BODY SHOP 
828-6447

PONDY’S WESTERN LEATHER 
8J8 6846

M. D. GEER TEXACO 
828-3456

HAM’S FOOD MART 
828-6307

BROWNING & MARRIOTT
Insurance and Real Ealalc

828-3216
SANDER’S FASHIONS

828-3020 -  720 SOLTH 6th STREET

Coy
Biggs

*> 828-6202

SLAT-CO
PRINTING

Slaton Savings Association

828-6557 | Eblen

SLATON BAKERY
Pharmacy

828-3253 828-6537

Slaton
Pharmacy

828 6815

MOSSER T.V. 
828-6475

MR. BURGER 
828-5211

STATE FARM INSURANCE
BOB B B A K I: -  PHONfc R2B-M33

SLATON MONUMENTS 
828-5600

Bryant
Farm

Supply

RED BARN CHEMICALS 
828-6228

Dairy Queen
828-5443

SLATON CO-OP GINS
828-6578

Ray’s Highlander 
Laundry Center 

828-7122

Triangle

Mfg.
828-6573

Englunds
oberI. Dubbin. Dot

The
Bud, Clenna, Robert,T)ubbin. Donna Kay

Zfr */»l

O. D. Kenney 
Auto Parts

LUMBIR.

828-6147

Wendel
T.V. & Appliance

828 6226

Smith Ford, Inc.
828-6201

Ws •

828-6106

The
Slatonite

828-6201 
IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 

IN THE SLATONITE



TIGERETTES
game's top rebounder was Lyford Guard Sharon Anderson, 
who had It before fouling out. Miss Davis had 6 rebounds, 
and Miss Scott and Guard Becky Culver had S each.

About 200 Slaton fans watched as Miss Davis outjumped 
her Lyford counterpart at the start of the game (as she did 
on at least four other occasions). Meurer hit the game's 
first points at 7:2b left in the first. Then Lyford's Peggy 
Nyquist tied it 2-2 at 6 58. but Davis and Scott hit field 
goals which put Slaton ahead to stay. Lyford never led in 
the entire game

Scott was hitting from the outside in the first game, and 
methodically put in 10 points in each of the first three 
periods. Slaton hit only 38.7 per cent from the field in that 
game, to 4b per cent for Lyford. but the Tigerettes hit 8 of 
12 free throws to 5 of II for the Dogettes. Slaton had 16 
fouls, four of them by Stephens, and Lyford 15 Official 
attendance at the game was 2500

In the other semifinal Friday. Comanche upset the 
defending state champions, tall and talented Midway of 
Waco 44-43. with the quick guards doing a magnificent )ob 
of holding (he Pantherettes far below their average. 
Midway had beaten Comanche in last year's finals 65-46 
and had beaten the Maidens again in regular season play 
this year by the comfortable |7-point margin of 64-47.

It was Comanche's version of the Andrews Sisters who 
doomed Midway on offense, as sophomore Sissy Andrews 
and junior Linda Andrews scored most of Comanche's 
points in that victory. The girls arc daughters of the

Comanche coach. Mrs. Lets Andrews.
Midway had gone over 100 points eight times in regular 

season, once hitting an incredible 160 points against 41 for 
Groesbeck.

( umaiu he
L Andrews
S Andrews
MctXnigal
Frick
Davis
Mackin
Shaw
Team
Totals 18 43 4-13 30 14 45

FGM FTM-
FGA FT A
6 15 12 14

Slaton
Davis
Kosemary Scot' 6-14 3-7 2
Meurer 5-7 2-5 0
Stephens
Culver 8
Funds 2
Totals 17-36 17-26 24

Comanche 10 13 10 12-45
Slaton 15 14 8 14-51

Slaton rGA
Davis 5-13
Scott 16-33
Meurer 3-12
Melton 0-1
Cooper 0-1
Partain 0-1
Wright 0-0
Montgomery 0-1 
Stephens 0-0
Culver 0-0
Fondy 0-0
Gass 0-0
Kitten 0-0
Wolf 0-0
Smith 0-0
Hopper 0-0
Biggs 0-0
Team
Totals 24-62

0-0 0
0-0 0
0-0 0

Lyford
Trolinger
Williams
Terry
Nyquist
/.dansky
Christian
Krupala
Anderson
Fletcher
Zdansky
Studebaker
Garcia
Christian
Team
to ta ls

Slaton
Lvford

FGM  FTM  
FG A  FTA

2 0 o18-39 S-|I IS  is 4|

M 17 12 1356
6 4 12 |9  41
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HORRORS The eipresuon on Doris Meurer’s face tells something Dons had just driven in toward 
the basket and Comanche's Fredda Davis has her hand up. when the referee at left blew his whistle 
and called Dona for walking (SLATONITE PHOTO)

(.AVS ON TOP Frank Benson and someone else lifted his wife. Coach Gay Benson, up nil 
carried her off the court after Slaton won the state title at Gregors Gvm in Austin Saturday Happl

tSLATONITI 1’HU’O ESlaton fans arc at left.

EMPHATICALLY, ABSOLUTELY AND 
UNDENIABLY, SLATON TIGERETTES ARE

TOPS IN THE STATE
OF TEXAS!

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
COACH GAY BENSON 

AND ALL THE GIRLS,
FROM CITIZENS STATE B A N K !


