
35All Around 
The Town
By M ary A nn S archet

I saw on TV the other day that 
Lauren Fulton Corson would be 
starring in “The Barber of Seville’’ 
opera in Amarillo.

She is the granddaughter of Mrs. 
Joe B. Mercer and also has several 
relatives here, including two great- 
aunts, Mrs. Fred Mercer and Mrs. 
Frank Mercer, a great-uncle, J. R.
Steele, and several cousins.

*
Speaking of J. R. Steele, he has 

announced plans to move to 
Plainview soon. He will be retir­
ing from his furniture refinishing
work at the end of the summer.

*
Cally Payne, sister of Briscoe 

County Extension Agent-FCS 
Cory Payne, has been chosen as 
Swisher County’s new Extension 
Agent-FCS. Cally is a former
Briscoe County Extension Agent. 

*
1 heard that Rick Perry is the 

first Texas A&M-educated gover­
nor Texas has ever had.

*

Silverton Senior Citizens will 
have their monthly luncheon and 
business meeting Friday at the 
Center. The Friendship Quilters
will host the luncheon.

*
A truck-load sale will be held 

at the Happy Community Center 
March 16-17-18, with proceeds to 
benefit the Happy Community 
Center building fund. This will be 
discontinued and bring back mer­
chandise, including whirlpool tubs, 
humidifiers, entertainment centers, 
lamps, bathtubs, cabinets, tool 
items, folding doors, sinks, lumber, 
large selection of finishing oak and
pine wood trim, etc.

*

-#  The Texas Plains Two-Cylinder 
Club will have a show March 24- 
25 at the Ollie Liner Center in 
Plainview. Hours Saturday will be 
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sunday, the 
show will be open from 9:00 a.m. 
until 4:00 p.m.

The building will be open Fri­
day from 12:00 noon until 5:00 
p.m. for setting up.

There will be daily parades, ven­
dors, arts and crafts. Admission is 
free and donations accepted.

Concessions are by the Hale 
County Farm and Ranch Museum 
Association.

Among items shown will be 
antique tractors, antique equip­
ment, antique engines. All makes 
welcome.

*

Fire D epartm ent 
M eets Here Today

Silverton Volunteer Fire Depart­
ment will meet at 7:(K) p.m. today 
(Thursday, March 15) at the City 
Hall.

Baze Bookbinding 3 
514 Ul. 7th Street 
Amari Ilo TX 79101
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T D A  To H o n o r A g ric u ltu ra l P io n eers Rhoderick Irrigation, Inc. Honored  
For Custom er Service, Perform anceAgriculture Commissioner Su­

san Combs will honor 115 Texas 
farms and ranches during the 26th 
annual Family Land Heritage Pro­
gram ceremonies Friday, March 
16, in Austin. The Family Land 
Heritage Program honors families 
whose farms or ranches have been 
in continuous operation for 100 
years or more.

Ceremonies begin at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Au­
ditorium on the University of Texas 
campus.

For the first time, the Texas De­
partment of Agriculture will honor 
farms and ranches in the 150- and 
200-year categories.

“Texas agriculture has endured 
generations, and these new catego­
ries will help us honor the legacy 
that is passed on to our sons and 
daughters, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren,” Combs said.

Ranches being honored for 200 
years are El Sauz Ranch, Los 
Chapotes Ranch and the San An­
tonio Ranch “La Mahada Ranch”

B o o s te r C lu b  To  
M eet M o n d ay

Silverton Booster Club will 
meet at 7:00 p.m. Monday, March 
19, in the board room at school.

The annual Athletic Banquet 
will be planned at this time.

The Belgian people are gener­
ally divided into two groups: 
Flemings and Walloons. Flemings 
live in the north and speak Dutch. 
Walloons live in the south and 
speak French.

The power to prevent legislation 
from being implemented is called 
a veto. The word is a Latin word 
meaning 1 forbid.

Powerlifters Going 
To State Meet Friday

The female powerlifters will be 
going to their State Meet Friday, 
March 16, in Killeen.

Those who will be representing 
Silverton High School are Tarran 
Forbes, Monica Garcia, Kassie 
Strange, Brooke Garvin and 
Krystal Clinton.

Clifton Baker and Duncan 
Vernon will be competing in the 
boys stale powerlifting meet at 
Texas Christian University on 
March 24.

in Starr County.
For 150 years, operations being 

honored are: The High Prairie 
Place -1842, Brazos County, Heri­
tage Hill, Chris Jones Farm and 
Gene Washburn Farm, Grayson 
County; Griffin Ranch, Gregg 
County; and Daddy’s Place - Twin 
Pines, 4-H Farm, Hallplace I and 
Mager’s Place, Rusk County.

Among the farms and ranches 
that will be honored for 100 years 
is the James F. and Frances Annell 
Davis Farm - 1899. This farm is 
owned and operated by James F. 
and Frances Annell Davis.

TxD O T’s Sum m er 
Hiring Program  
Set to Begin

Hands-on experience and being 
a part of the team solving Texas 
transportation problems is what 
students will get from being a sum­
mer employee at the Texas Depart­
ment of Transportation (TxDOT).

Recruiting for TxDOT’s sum­
mer hire program is in full swing 
and the department is looking for 
full-time college students and 
graduating high school students 
eager to learn. In addition to learn­
ing how the nation’s largest state- 
maintained highway system is 
built, students will hve an excel­
lent opportunity to learn what it 
takes to operate and maintain a 
system of this size.

Students can apply for positions 
in a variety of fields such as engi­
neering information technology, 
maintenance and administrative 
support. The summer job opportu­
nities are available statewide at any 
of TxDOT’s 25 district offices or 
division offices in Austin.

Approximately 1,200 summer 
positions are available statewide. 
A total of 27 positions are avail­
able in TxDOT Childress District’s 
13 counties: Briscoe, Childress, 
Collingsworth, Cottle, Dickens, 
King, Donley, Foard, Hall, 
Hardeman, Knox, Motley and 
Wheeler. The closing date for ap­
plications is april 15, 2001. No 
applications will be accepted alter 
the closing date.

The department’s summer hire 
program has been a great training 
ground for future engineers, com­
puter specialists and transportation 
planners, said TxDOT officials.

Of the summer employees hired 
since 1994, more than 500 are still

Lindsay Manufacturing Com­
pany recently honored Rhoderick 
Irrigation, Inc. of Silverton with 
itws Distinguished Performance 
Award at the company’s annual 
convention in San Antonio. This 
honor is given to Zimmatic irriga­
tion dealerships that provide grow­
ers with top-notch customer ser­
vice and have implemented high- 
performing marketing programs.

“During 2000 Rhoderick Irriga­
tion, Inc. was very successful at 
helping growers save time, labor 
and money through Zimmatic’s 
industry-leading line of automated 
irrigation equipment and prod­
ucts,” said Bob Snoozy, Vice Presi­
dent of Sales. “Their partnership 
approach to customer service was 
a big reason for their success.”

Zimmatic dealers are a critical
working for TxDOT in full-time 
positions. In addition, 17 of the 
department’s current district engi­
neers and division/office directors 
began their careers as TxDOT 
summer employees.

“This is a great program that 
gives students a head-start in build­
ing their careers,” said Wes Heald, 
TxDOT executive director. “Many 
times they like working at TxDOT 
so much they make a career of it.”

TxDOT’s Summer Hire Pro­
gram offers students state health 
benefits, a traditional 40 hour work 
week with weekends off, and a 
competitive hourly wage, which 
increases for additional semester 
hours and for returning summer 
hires.

To get more information on job 
opportunities and applications in 
the 13-county Childress District, 
students can contact Donna Lively 
or Linda Morgan at 940-937-2751 
or visit www.dot.state.tx.us and 
click on job opportunities. Stu­
dents also may pick up an appli­
cation at Childress District office 
located at 7599 U. S. 287, 
Childress, TX. Applications are 
now being accepted until April 15, 
2001.

The rhea is a small South 
American bird that resembles the 
ostrich. After the female lays the 
eggs, the male sits on them until 
they hatch. He then raises the 
young.

Weather stripping applied to the 
bottom o f a rocking chair can keep 
it from marring a wood floor. It 
tends to keep the noise down, too.

link in the chain between custom­
ers and Lindsay Manufacturing. 
Lindsay provides several product 
education and training seminars to 
the dealers who in turn pass the in­
formation on to their customers. 
Many dealers also provide custom­
ers with a hands-on training oppor­
tunity by hosting the Zimmatic 
Technical Training Center as part 
of a one-day irrigation equipment 
seminar.

Lindsay Manufacturing Com­
pany is a world leading manufac­
turer of irrigation equipment, in­
cluding center pivots, towable piv­
ots, lateral move and corner sys­
tems. Irrigation equipment pro­
duced by Lindsay Manufacturing 
is sold under the Zimmatic brand 
name.

Exercise Program  
To Begin M onday

Cory Payne, Briscoe County 
Farmily and Consumer Science 
Agent, invites anyone who is inter­
ested to join her and the Silverton 
Senior Citizens for an exercise pro­
gram which will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
Monday, March 19, 2001.

The eight-week series (March 
19 through April 30) is designed to 
target Senior Citizens.

Miss Payne will come every 
Monday and give information on 
health and exercise as well as an 
exercise routine for the week.

Valeria Weaver and Glenda 
Francis have volunteered to con­
tinue leading the weekly exercise 
routines on Wednesdays and Fri­
days.

The benefits of physical activ­
ity include helping reduce the risk 
of a heart attack, helping reduce 
blood pressure, helping with 
weight control, and helping prevent 
osteoporosis.

The National Institute on Aging 
provides the following facts on ex­
ercise:

•Exercise can help older people 
feel better and enjoy life more, even 
those who think they’re too old or 
too out of shape.

•Most older adults don’t get 
enough physical activity.

•Lack of physical activity and 
poor diet, taken together, are the

See Exercise- 
Continued on PUge Two

http://www.dot.state.tx.us
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I T H E  
J O B  D O N E !

B u y  • S e ll  • T ra d e  • R e n t  • H ir e

FO R  S A L E
S E R V IC E S  I  R E A L ESTATE

Call For Your Personal and Business 
Cellular Phone needs. Free Phone on 
new activations. Call if you need a 
Rate Plan Change. 800-687-9910 Tom 
Burson or 847-7070 Bryan Burson. 
CellularONE-Silverton-Quitaque-Tur- 
key. 33-tfc
Feeds and VIGORTONE Minerals. 
Call 847-7070 or 800-687-9910

Thank-you notes at the Briscoe 
County News offiice. 37-tfnc

New shipment of sympathy cards 
has arrived at the Briscoe County 
News. 9-tfnc

Solar-powered Well Water Pump 
for Cattle. Rex Tiffin, 296-7217 or 
292-1756. ll-8tp

Get your Watkins products at 
Briscoe County News in Silver- 
ton. We have pepper, vanilla, cin­
namon, and others. 823-2333.

For Sale: 1988 Half Ton Chevrolet 
Pickup. Good condition. See at 
Hutsell Insurance Agency. Dorthy 
Hale. 6-tfc

C ustom  C attle  
Hauling

One Stack Mack,
No Shack on the Back 
5 0  ft. S tra igh t T ra ile r  
Norman Strange 

Box 533
Silverton, TX 79257

WINDSHIELD ROCK BREAK 
REPAIRS. Guaranteed. Dee Inglis, 
668-4657. 20-tf
AA-Al-Anon Meetings Mondays at 
8:00 p.m. at Quitaque. Call 806-823- 
2020 or 806-455-1258. 26-tfnc
SILVERTON AA and Al-Anon Meet­
ings. Wednesdays at 8:00 p.m. Call 
806-823-2020 or 806-455-1258. 
^3-tfnc

ALCOHOLICS Anonymous and Al- 
Anon Meetings, Tuesdays, 8:00 p.m., 
I ll N. Wall St. (1 block north of 
courthouse), Floydada, 1-806-983- 
3635. 16-tfnc

W A N T E D
Looking for 530 LP John Deere 
Tractor. 800-411 -4547 52-4tnc

N O T IC E
Just want to let customers of Hoe 
Master Service know my mobil 
phone number has changed to 847- 
7560. Gordon Lowrey. 11 -2tc

Magic Memories will be closed 
Saturday, March 17. 11-ltc
CHILI PEPPERS LOOK 
PROMISING ON PLAINS

The Texas South Plains is fer­
tile ground for cotton and grain 
production, but some producers 
are focusing on a new crop-chile 
peppers.

Chile peppers are well adapted 
to the High Plains of Texas be­
cause of fertile soil, high quality

FOR SALE: Jane Pigg’s Resi­
dence, 100 N. Braidfoot: 3 BR, 1 
1/2 B, LR, Den, Dining, Kit., Util­
ity, Cnt. H, Patio, Cellar, Carport. 
Price Reduced to $45,000.00. 
Also: 307 E. 11th Street; 3 BR, 1 
Bath Stucco Res. on 300’x 150’ lot. 
$12,900. Hodges Real Estate, 806- 
995-3503. Weekends & Nights, 
806-995-3128. 17-tfc

Two Bedroom Home on Large 
Corner Lot For Sale. 293-1384, 
Walter Hill. 6-tfc

J. C. Bonds country home for sale 
with 160 acres of grassland and 
outbuildings, two irrigation wells. 
Good brick home, two bedrooms, 
1 1/2 baths, kitchen and dining 
room combined. Please call 995- 
1777. 11 -2tc

CARDS OF THANKS
Silverton Volunteer Ambulance 

Service and its Board of Directors 
would like to thank the Caprock 
Jamboree for its generous dona­
tion. The Jamboree was a great 
source for organizations to make 
money and provided wonderful 
entertainment for all those who 
attended. We appreciate their as­
sets being given back to their com­
munity.

I would like to thank everyone 
who called, sent cards, provided 
prayers, and brought food, espe­
cially the Methodist Women, while 
I was in the hospital and since I’ve 
been home.

Dottie Long

water, and the ability to irrigate fre­
quently. The area also has high lev­
els of sunlight, which is required 
for a quality chile pod. Many of the 
herbicides and pesticides used to 
grow cotton are also compatible 
with chile pepper production.

Although peppers require more 
management than other crops, it is 
not unusual for a skilled grower to 
make as much as twenty five hun­
dred dollars per acre in gross in­
come.

WE RENT CARS 
FLOYDADA 

FORD-MERCURY
983-3761

F re e  1-877-983-3761

Terry Grimland Welding

Shop - Portable - Aluminum 
Nodding - Small Engine 

Repair - Dealer for Nichols 
Sweeps & Tillage Tools 

8 0 6 -8 2 3 -2 2 14

Home Phone 806-823-2571  
Mobile Number 806-847-7206

H O E  M A S T E R  S E R V IC E S
BACKHOE SERVICES 
IRRIGATION REPAIR

G O RDO N LO W REY  
Box 795
Silverton, T X  79257

SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
TRENCHING

Mobile (806) 847-7560  
Home (806) 823-2255

C a p ro c k  A p p lia n c e
Appliance Repair, Delivery, Installation 

We service all brands
Call Randy Powell 

806-455-1170

Buy USA Grown & Made—It Matters!

B JOHNSON GIN 
COMPANY

1-800-338-3960 
Rex Johnson Family

J*.G. Box 717
\ j >ilverton, Texas 79257_______________

Phone 806-823-2224 
or 823-222^/

Texas Extension Service
Texas 4-H Reaches Million-Member Milestone

Cory Payne, CEA-FCS

Each child in Texas 4-H is now 
literally “one in a million.” One 
point two million Texas children 
ages five to nineteen took part in 
one or more 4-H programs last 
year.

Texas 4-H began in 1908 with 
a 25-member boys’ “corn club” in 
Jack County west of Fort Worth. 
It was formed to teach children 
new methods of agricultural pro­
duction and food preservation. But 
4-H has evolved into an organiza­
tion dedicated to the development 
of youth people. It remains rooted 
in the heart of rural communities, 
but it thrives in the cities—where 
most young people in Texas now 
live. In fact, more than half of 
Texas 4-H’ers life in Houston and 
surrounding Harris County. Harris 
County actually has more 4-H’ers 
than any other state.

For more information on Texas 
4-H, visit the website at texas4- 
h.tamu.edu.

*
People who cook burgers on 

their gas grills could have a food 
safety problem if they rely on color 
to determine when the meat is ad­
equately cooked.

USDA researchers found that 
burgers with brown centers are not 
necessarily cooked and safe to eat. 
The researchers cooked ground 
beef patties on a gas grill and used 
a thermometer to determine when 
the burgers reached safe tempera­
tures. They also cooked burgers 
until the meat color turned brown 
without using a thermometer. Pre-

mature browning was not evident 
in frozen patties that were thawed 
and then cooked. However, beef 
that was frozen in blk, thawed, 
formed into patties, and immedi­
ately cooked showed brown color 
at unsafe temperatures. The re­
search confirms current USDA rec­
ommendations: always use a meat 
thermometer to be sure that burgers 
are cooked to one hundred sixty 
degrees Fahrenheit.

Texas Crop & Weather
High natural gas prices are caus­

ing many Texas farmers to consider 
growing crops that require less 
water. The cost increase will sig­
nificantly raise the price of produc­
tion by increasing fertilizer and ir­
rigation costs. This will reduce re­
gional production levels of cotton 
and other major crops grown on the 
South Plains. It will be a hard situ­
ation in many places because pro­
ducers will have good soil mois­
ture but they will be limited on 
what they can do in terms of 
fertiility.

JCaroVs JCountry 
JComer 

Quitaque, Texas
Call toll free 
877-455-1174 
for all your 

Gift & Floral Needs
We will deliver

m r

t Free Cell-ONE Phones
Now - 500 Anytime & 1500 Nites & Weekends 

America Toll-Free & Caller ID - $39.99!!
Call DON HENDERSON

Your Cell-TONE, Authorized Cel-ONE Professional
Ph. 292-0009 or 296-0009 j

P. O. Box 771 806-823-2074

ZIEGLER PUMP
SILVERTON, TEXAS

DOMESTIC, IRRIGATION AND WINDMILL WORK 

JERRY MILLER, 806-823-2167

VourIndependent Rgent
806-823-2189 1 -888-529-9985

IGF INSURANCE COMPANY 
.vjum'Mnvu ai*c 'MPwjtMivr aMoainii

O ffice Hours 
9:00 a.m . - 6:00 D.m.

Mobile 847-7807  
P.0. Bok 190 

Siluerton, Texas

★

cH
$aue Progressiue Car Insurance $aue

Let us giue you quote
SPECIALIZIN G  IN CROP INSURRNCE J
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LIGHTHOUSE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Jimmy Green Pastor 

SUNDAY
F e llo w sh ip ......................... 10 :00  a .m .
Morning W orship.............10:30 a.m .
Evening Worship............................6:00 p.m.

SILVERTON 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Hal Rogers, Minister 
SUNDAY:
Sunday School.................................9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship..... ........... 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.............................6:00 p.m.

W EDNESDAY:
Bible Study........................................7:00 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Randy G. Mullin, Pastor

SUNDAY:
Library Opens.................... ...9:15 a.m.
Bible Study/S.S................. .. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.............. ..10:30 a.m
L a d ies  G ro u p ................ .4 :0 0  p .m .
Evening Worship............... ...6:00 p.m.

MONDAY:
RAs, GAs, Mission
Friends................................ ...3:30 p.m.

TUESDAY
Mens Group..................... ...6:30 a.m.

SEC O N D  & FO URTH
TUESDAYS:

Baptist W om en............... ....9:30 a.m.
W EDNESDAY:

Library Opens................... ....6:30 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer....... ....7:00 p.m.

Team KID........................... ...7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY

Ladies Prayer Group.... ....9:00 a,m,
Weigh Down Workshop. ....7:00 p.m.

SILVERTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Jay Stinson, Pastor 
SUNDAY:
Sunday School.............................. 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service............................10:55 a.m.
Choir Practice.............................. 5:00 p.m.
Evening Bible Study.......  6:00 p.m.

TUESDAY:
Unit. Meth. W om en..........  9:30 a.m.

W EDNESDAY:
In-home Bible Study......... 7:00 p.m.

FRIDAY:
Unit. Meth. M en...........................  6:30 a.m.

NEW FELLOWSHIP 
BAPTIST MISSON

SUNDAY:
Sunday School........ ..............9:45 a.m.
Worship Service..... ........... 11:00 a.m.
Training Union......... ..............5:00 p.m.
Evening Service..... ..............6:00 p.m.

W EDNESDAY:
Choir Rehearsal....... .............. 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Service........ ..............8:00 p.m.

OUR LADY OF LORETO
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Ed Graff, Pastor
SUNDAY:
M ass.......................... ..............9:00 a.m.

W EDNESDAY:
Doctrina Class....... ....4:30-5:30 p.m.
Junior & Senior
High............................ ....4:30-5:30 p.m.

ROCK CREEK
CHURCH OF CHRIST

SUNDAY:
Worship Service..... ........... 10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship ... ..............6:00 p.m.

W EDNESDAY:
Worship Service..... ..............7:30 p.m.
La Iglesia de Dios De Jesus

604 Grady
Armando Davalia, Pastor

SUNDAY:
Worship............................................. 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening............................  6:00 p.m.
W EDNESDAY:
Worship Service............................  7:30 p.m.

MONDAY-SATURDAY:
Prayer Meeting...................... 9:00 a.m.

God is Always 
Watching

☆ Being our Creator, God knows us better than we 
know ourselves, and He is aware of everything in 
our lives. He knows about all of our problems and 
all of our joys, and he knows our good qualities as 
well as our shortcomings. Sometimes we may forget 
that God is watching us. We may believe that when 
we do something wrong, it’s not really that bad if 
no one sees us or if we do not get caught. We may 
even rationalize our actions and try to convince 
ourselves that the wrong we did was justified. 
However, God never rationalizes our behavior and 
he knows what is in our hearts. Even with all of our 
imperfections, He loves us and forgives our wrong­
doing. Whenever we are tempted or realize that we 
may have sinned or hurt someone, we should ask 
our Lords forgiveness and try to make amends. The 
Lord’s Prayer exemplifies God’s grace and mercy 
when we pray, “forgive us our sins, just as we have 
forgiven those who have sinned against us.”

/

1'fwe confess our sins, He is fa ithful andjust, and w ill 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from  all unrighteousness.

R.S.V. 1 John 1:9

A .
m p

R. Photography 

Myers-Long Funeral Directors 

Lavy Pump Service

Nance’s Food Store

Briscoe Implement

Briscoe County News 

Brown-McMurtry Implement CellularONE s*m *»**m »*«m

G Mid-Plains Rural Telephone

Goen & Goen
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Letter to the Editor

Obituary
RIDDELL C. HUTSELL

Services for Riddell C. Hutsell, 
80, of Silverton were conducted at 
2:00 p.m. Monday at the First Bap­
tist Church.

Burial was in the Silverton 
Cemetery, with arrangements 
made by Myers-Long Funeral Di­
rectors.

Mr. Hutsell died Friday, March 
9, 2001.

He was Born July 4, 1920 in 
Lockney, Texas. He married 
Walburg Eipper in 1989 in Alaska.

He joined the Naval Air Force 
in 1942 after attending Wayland 
College. He was in the first class 
of the naval air cadets that gradu­
ated after the start of World War 
II. He stayed in the service until 
1958 after serving in World War 
II and Korea.

Mr. Hutsell loved to be in the 
air, and spent 60 of his 80 years 
flying.

He was preceded in death by a 
sister, Clynell Tidwell, in 1964.

Survivors include his wife, 
Walburg Hutsell, of the home; 
eight children from a previous 
marriage to Grace Hutsell of 
Beach, North Dakota, four daugh­
ters, Sally Grimland of Silverton, 
Cindy Weast of San Antonio, 
Claudia Carson of Houston, Pam 
Vaughan of Colleyville, Ellen 
Pacheco of Laguna Niguel, Cali­
fornia; three sons, Rick Hutsell of 
Am arillo, Wayne Hutsell of 
Monticello, Florida, and Elliott 
Hutsell of Lewisville; three broth­
ers, Flunoy Hutsell and Esdell 
Hutsell, both of Silverton, and Joe 
Dell Hutsell of Amarillo; 20 
grandchildren and three great-

E x e rc is e --
Continued From Page One
second largest underlying cause of 
death in the United States.

•Regular exercise can improve 
some diseases and disabilities in 
older people who already have 
them. It can improve mood and re­
lieve depression, too.

•Staying physically active on a 
regular, permanent basis can help 
prevent or delay certain diseases 
and disabilities as people grow 
older.

“We hope that many will join us 
for this fun fitness program!” Miss 
Payne concluded.

T exas  W ild f lo w er  
H o tlin e  A v a ila b le

Motorists searching for the best 
wildflower locations along Texas 
highways have help at their finger­
tips.

The Texas Department of 
Transportation’s (TxDOT) wild­
flower hotline (800-452-9292) 
gives callers information on the 
best spots to find wildflowers along 
the 79,000-mile Texas highway 
system.

To make it easier to find where 
the wildflowers are in bloom, call­
ers may request information by 
seven different regions of the state. 
Those regions include Big Bend, 
Gulf Coast, Hill country, Pan­
handle, Piney Woods (East Texas), 
Prairies and Lakes (North Central 
Texas) and Southwest Texas.

“The stage is set for an excel­
lent crop of bluebonnets,” said 
Herb Neimann, TxDOT Landscape 
grandchildren.

Pallbearers were Justin 
Vaughan, John Vaughan, Robert 
Vaughan, Ryan Vaughan, Jeffrey 
Grimland and Nathan Weast.

C a p ro c k  A p p lia n c e
Appliance Repair, Delivery, Installation 

We service all brands
Call Randy Powell 

806-455-1170

GOEN & GOEN
First Rate Service With Discount Prices!

Come See us For a Quote.
Kyle Smith, Pam Bennett,

Elaine LaBaume, Glenda Couch

Serving You For Over 70 Years!
In Silverton Thursdays

Silverton - 823-2173 Floydada - 983-3524

Dear Editor,
We appreciated the comments 

from the Quitaque group that were 
in the paper about our work with 
the Jamboree, but can’t rest in 
peace without bringing to attention 
the others who helped make it the 
“Best in West Texas.”

Many thanks actually go to 
Janice Hill, who was instrumental 
in getting it off to a good start; Cliff 
Stodghill, who was always willing 
and ready to do whatever needed 
to be done; Lane Garvin, who ran 
our sound system; Joy Stodghill, 
Jim Burson and the rest of the 
Houseband, and to Rick and Jana 
Beesinger for serving on our board 
of directors.

Respectfully yours,
John and Maebelle

H ap p y  B irth d ay -
March 15-Miles Comer, Gaylia 

Long, John Burson, Krista Smith 
March 16-Glen Kingery, Dara 

Johnston, Traci Bounds, Abby 
Chappell

March 17-Colleen Sternberger, 
Lois Hill, LaToya Baker

March 18—Haleigh Renee 
McGavock, Ky Williams, Mary Jo 
Brannon

March 19-Betty Olive 
March 20—Missy Forbes 
March 21—Kathy Perkins, Dick 

Cogdell, Latisia Stidham
Designer. “The dry summer and 
unseasonably cool and wet winter 
have made excellent conditions for 
a colorful spring show of flowers.” 

April is considered to be the 
prime blooming month for wild­
flowers, according to Neimann.

The department’s wildflower 
program is part of a comprehen­
sive vegetation management pro­
gram, which encourages the 
growth of native species that re­
quire less mowing and care.

Each year, TxDOT sows more 
than 47,000 pounds of wildflower 
seeds along Texas highways and 
each pound contains at least 30 
varieties of wildflowers.

The hotline will be active 
through early May.

F ree  T rip s  For 
Local W in n ers

An all-expense-paid trip to 
Washington, D. C. next June will 
be awarded to two young people 
from this area by Lighthouse Elec­
tric Cooperative, according to Bill 
Harbin, manager of the Coopera­
tive.

Harbin said winners of an es- 
say/oral presentation contest 
would be awarded the trip which 
is set for June 14-26, 2001. Area 
high school aged youths in the 
system’s service area, including 
the school districts of Crosbyton, 
Motley County, Petersburg, 
Plainview, Lockney, Floydada, 
Valley and memphis, are eligible 
to enter the contest. Call 983-2814 
for further information.

4 l

S ilv e rto n  S ch o o l 
A c tiv itie s

Friday, March 16—Girls State 
Powerlifting Meet at Killeen 

Wednesday, March 21—Pre-K 
through 8th spring pictures, 8:00; 
Tarleton Judging Contest

Thursday, March 22—Academic 
UIL for High School at Lazbuddie 

Friday, March 23—Lefors JH 
track meet; Immunization Clinic, 
10-12

Saturday, March 24— Boys 
State Powerlifting Meet at TCU; 
Sweetwater judging contest; 
Lefors HS track meet

Tuesday, March 27-South Zone 
OAP at Wayland

Thursday, March 29—District 
OAP at Amarillo College

Friday, March 30—WTA&M 
Judging Contests

Friday and Saturday, March 30- 
31 -Miami JH and HS Track Meet 

Saturday, March 31 —Clarendon 
Judging Contests

S ilv e rto n  S c h o o l 
Lu n ch  M enu

Monday, March 19—Steak, 
Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Okra, 
Hot Rolls, Milk, Fruit

Tuesday, March 20—Lasagna, 
Salad, Corn, Crackers, Milk, Rice 
Krispies Treat

Wednesday, March 21— Ham 
Slice, Macaroni & Cheese, 
Blackeyed Peas, Hot Rolls, Milk, 
Brownies

Thursday, March 22—Chicken 
Fajita, Hot Sauce, Salad, Rice, 
Chips, Milk, Fruit

Friday, March 23—Chili Dog, 
Tator Tots, Milk, Fruit and Jello

Happy Anniversary-
March 16-Mr. and Mrs. Don 

Curry
March 18—Mr. and Mrs. Chris 

Aylesworth, Mr. and Mrs. Jess 
Brannon

March 20-Mr. and Mrs. Rob­
ert Gragson

Im m u n iza tio n s  
A v a ila b le  H e re  
Friday, M arch  23

An immunization clinic offer­
ing vaccines that give protection 
against several childhood diseases 
will be held at the Silverton City 
Hall from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 
noon on Friday, March 23.

These vaccines offer protection 
for polio, diphtheria, tetanus (lock­
jaw), pertussis (whooping cough), 
measles, mumps, rubella, HIB 
(Haemophillis influenza type B) 
and varicella (chickenpox).

A charge for vaccination will be 
assessed based on family income, 
family size, and the ability of the 
individual or family to pay; how­
ever, no one will be turned away 
if not able to pay. These charges 
are necessary in order to help de­
fray the cost of keeping the clinic 
operating.

Additionally, flu shots also will 
be available at the clinic to be 
given to the general public.

The time and date is subject to 
change or cancellation due to 
weather or scheduling conflicts.

The Tulia immunization clinic 
located at 219 SE Second Street 
will no longer offer an immuniza­
tion clinic on the last Wednesday 
of each month.

NEW ARRIVAL
Casey and Tyra Page of Odessa, ^ 

are parents of a son, Connor James 
Page, born at 9:55 p.m. at Odessa 
Regional Hospital March 9, 2001.
He weighed six pounds and six 
ounces, and measured 18” in length 
on arrival.

Maternal grandm other is 
Cynthia Younger of Silverton, and 
paternal grandparents are Phil and 
Kay Page of Odessa.

Great-grandparents are Lou 
Younger of Silverton and Billy 
Rackley of Lubbock.

'v* Sharyl McMurtrey Ramirez
<5* ^  bride of Adrian Ramirez

*V has Shower Selections in our store.
Cp

Magic Memories

Romans 1:16

I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God for 
the salvation of everyone who be­

lieves; first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile.

R o ck  C re e k  C h u rch  o f C h ris t

m

*
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LOOKING BACK
through the files of the 
Briscoe County News

Ja n u a ry  3, 1991—Bradley 
Brunson has been named Defen­
sive Player of the Year and a mem­
ber of the second annual Globe- 
News Six Man Super Football 
Team. Brunson, middle linebacker 
for the Owls, repeated as the Su­
per Team’s Defensive Player of the 
Year. He was in on 121 tackles and 
intercepted two passes in the regu­

l a r  season.. .  Julie To we and Teddy 
. Hubbard receive valedictorian and 

salutatorian scholarships at Texas 
, Tech University . . . Former 
- Silverton Coach Robert Paul 

Whelchel buried at Claude . . . 
Frank Lowrey (diesel mechanics 
technology) recently was named to 
Texas State Technical Institute- 
Amarillo Dean of Instruction’s 
Honor Roll with a 3.5 or better 
grade point average for the fall 
quarter. . .

..4* F eb ru ary  26, 1981—Buck 
Payne, 63, buried Tuesday.. .  Owls 
close season with loss to Valley . . .  
Taxes to eat up most of the state 
employee raises . . . Named to the 
deans’ honor rolls at Texas Tech 
University for the fall semester 
were Brent and Kyle Bean, sons of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bean, and 
Michael Long, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Beryl Long . . . Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronald Kitchens were in Quitaque 
Saturday to attend the funeral of 

-̂ •‘Mrs. Bessie Nall. . .  Rev. and Mrs. 
Royce Denton announce the en­
gagement and approaching mar­
riage of their daughter, Janie, to 
Rick Cooper...  Mr. and Mrs. Alvin 
May are parents of a daughter, Sa­
rah A nn. . .  ,

March 4,1971—Silverton popu­
lation is 1026... Dwain Henderson 
was named Outstanding Young 
Farmer at the awards banquet held 
Saturday night . . . Sharon Jarrett 
was recognized as the Outstanding 
4-H Girl by the Silverton Young 
Farmers...  Bill Strange and Ronny 
Vaughan were recognizdd as the 
Outstanding 4-H Boy and Out­
standing FFA member by the 
Silverton Young Farmers . . . Six­
teen members of the Silverton Judo 
Club participated in a judo tourna­
ment in Dallas last Saturday. Mike 
Cornett and Jack Robertson, jr. won 
trophies and thereby qualified for 
the National Judo Finals to be held 

^ ¡ n  Odessa . . . Mr. and Mrs. 
Wayland Fitzgerald hosted a trail 
ride for members and friends of 
Golden Spread Appaloosa Horse 
Club Saturday . . .

March 16,1961—Gospel meet­
ing to be led at Silverton Church 
of Christ by the twin Kite broth­
ers, Haun Kite and Smith Kite . . . 
Oscar Weaks has been appointed 
temporary chairman to organize a 
Plains Irrigation Gas Users Asso­
ciation in Briscoe County . . .  Mrs. 
J. A. Ziegler fell at her home Thurs­
day of last week, injuring her pel­
vis bone .. . Rodeo arena to be re­

built with VFW funds . . . J. W. 
Reid, jr. and W. E. Schott, jr. will 
be running for re-election as school 
trustees, and others in the contest 
are Ray Teeple, J. L. Self, Carroll 
Garrison, Clyde Mercer and Louie 
Kitchens. H. A. Cagle is running for 
County School Trustee-at-Large ..
. Gardening is Carolyn Garrison’s 
pet 4-H project. . .  The Friendship 
Club met in the home of Mrs. Bill 
Boling and did some quilting last 
week. Those attending were Mrs. 
Jeff Terrill, Mrs. Harold Brock, 
Mrs. Joe Nance, Mrs. Alvie Francis, 
Mrs. Bill Boling, Mrs. Rita Lyles, 
Mrs. Tommy Green, Mrs. Jeff 
Moore, Mrs. John Gaither and Mrs. 
Tom Johnson . . .

M arch 1, 1951—General rain 
fell over Briscoe County Saturday, 
Sunday . . . John Howard Burson, 
4-H Club member of Silverton, 
showed the grand champion calf at 
the Fat Stock Show here last Fri­
day. He is eight years old and this 
was his first time to enter the show 
and his competition was declared 
to be of the toughest . . . Miss 
Edwina (Tina) Jackson, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Haskell Jackson, and 
Joe Davis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jeff 
Davis, both of Silverton, were 
united in marriage Sunday, Febru­
ary 23, at 2:00 p.m. at Sunnyside 
Church near Dimmitt. Rev. Edwin 
Norris read the vows . . . Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Arnold, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Arnold and Mr. and Mrs. 
Wayne Hamilton attended the Fat 
Stock Show in Amarillo Monday .
. . Mona Kay Mayfield, Sandra 
Mercer, Eddie Black and Bobby 
Kitchens are back in the first grade 
class after having been out with the 
chickenpox . . . Claude Crossing 
Club met with Mrs. Jo Mallow. 
Mrs. Louie Reithmeyer was a visi­
tor and Mrs. Donald Alexander was 
a new member . . . Mrs. M. K. 
Grimland visited her son, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Grimland, in Amarillo 
Sunday . . . Mr. and Mrs. Ray C. 
Bomar were visitors in Lubbock 
Monday .. .

April 25, 1946- -Six families in 
Silverton will be furnished a place 
to live as soon as Mr. and Mrs. H. 
E. Fowler can complete their new 
apartment building which is just 
north of the Silverton Hotel. It is 
being constructed of brick and tile. 
The east and south sides will be 
faced with native rock.. .  Last rites 
Friday for Charlsie Glen Allard . . .  
Purchase of Raymond’s Conoco 
Station is announced this week by 
Joe Brooks...  Mr. and Mrs. Martell 
Grover of Rexburg, Idaho are par­
ents of a seven-pound boy who ar­
rived April 14 and has been named 
Freddie Martell. . .  Included in the 
cast of the senior play are Bruce 
Price, Clenda Arnold, Lester Paige, 
Erma May, Dorothy Bailey, Betty 
Burson, Deal Self, Jeanne Dudley, 
Thelma Gean Mercer, Bobby

Bradford, Mildred Carruth, 
Lugene McClendon . . . Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Brannon and Othel 
Welch spent Sunday in the Shorty 
Hartman home . . .  Dr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Mast and daughter, Sue, 
of Lubbock spent the weekend 
with Mrs. Mast’s parents, Dr. and 
Mrs. O. T. Bundy . . .  Gene Arnold 
of Canyon spent the Easter holi­
days with relatives in Silverton .. 
. Garland Francis, Fl/c, of Long 
Beach, California called his par­
ents last week. He had spent the 
past two months in Japan . . .  A 
bridal shower honoring Mrs. 
Wylie Bomar, jr. was given Friday 
afternoon in the home of Mrs. 
Woodrow Bice. Mrs. Bomar is the 
former Betty Hyatt . . . Mr. and 
Mrs. Shelby Haynes and Shirley 
were shopping in Plainview last

Thursday. They also visited Mrs. 
Haynes’ parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
R. Burson . . . Mrs. D. E. Brown 
spent the weekend in Dallas with 
relatives . . .

M arch 27, 1941—It rained
again; everybody’s happy...........
Editor Roy Hahn wrote: “Does it 
ever rain on the Plains? Truly, this 
is the wettest county in the world- 
Silverton Light. The comment 
above is the first editorial obser­
vation ever made in Silverton. It 
is the open-line of the Silverton 
Light, by T. J. Briscoe, editor, in 
the first issue that ever rolled off 
the press in Silverton October 2, 
1891. And now fifty years after, 
I’m beginning to believe that he 
may have been right. (This is writ­
ten Tuesday morning. I hope the 
dust storm holds off until after

press day). Wheat here has the best 
chance in years—in fact since Pot­
ter, Anderson and Stevenson fin­
ished digging the canyon. I won­
der what ever became of that first 
editor, Mr. Briscoe. He ended up 
rich, no doubt. Yo u have heard the 
one about the country newspaper­
man who retired at the age of 50 
with $100,000 in the bank, haven’t 
you? He was asked to speak at a 
community affair given in his 
honor, and tell just how he did it. 
‘Well,’ he said, ‘I am able to retire 
with this small fortune because of 
three things—diligence in my 
work, economical living, and the 
fact that my uncle died and left me 
$99,600.’ The only flaw in that 
guy’s talk is ‘where did he get the 
$400’?” ..

citybankonline. com

Member FDiC
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TEXAS
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Cotton 
Market
w e e k l y

A Service Provided by Plains Cotton Cooperative Association

The market traded sluggishly 
this week as traders marked time 
awaiting the release of USDA’s 
monthly supply/demand report. 
The report reflected a slightly 
larger-than-expected buildup in 
domestic cotton stocks which 
weighed heavily on cotton futures 
at the end of the week.

Traders saw the buildup in 
stocks, though it was at the high 
end of industry expectations, as 
signaling the potential for a further 
hike in ending stocks and the be­
ginning 2001-02 inventory unless 
demand improves.

With expanded cotton plantings 
and generally good subsoil mois­
ture in prospect for the upcomign 
year, the largest projected 
carryover since 1998-89 is seen by 
most in the industry as a factor that 
will intensify a long-term negative 
scenario.

A 300,000 bale jump to 4.8 mil­
lion bales in projected U. S. 
carryout lifted the stocks-to-use 
ratio to 29.27 percent from the 
26.95 percent projected a month 
ago and 23.07 percent at the con­
clusion of last season.

While USDA was aggressive in 
changing its U. S. supply/demand 
report, alterations in the world 
numbers were more moderate. The 
department’s estimates reflected a 
stocks-to-use ratio of 41.02 per­
cent, up from 40.47 percent pro­
jected a month ago, but down from 
44.63 percent at the end of the 
1999-00 marketing year.

It appears China will not import 
a substantial amount of cotton. A 
200,000-bale cut in China’s ex­
ports, now peggeed at 500,000 
bales, produced a corresponding 
increase to 11.95 million in the 
country’s ending stocks. Estimated 
imports were unchanged at
500.000 bales.

Australia’s crop was raised
100.000 bales to 3.4 million by 
USDA. Australia, where the cot­
ton harvest is just beginning, is 
known for producing high quality 
cotton, and the movement of its 
crop into the world marketplace 
could encroach on U. S. export 
sales. However, the Australian 
crop already is heavily committed, 
possibly by 80 percent to as much 
as 90 percent, according to some 
sources.

Additionally, U. S. export sales 
could be damaged by a failing 
economy in Turkey, a country that 
typically is a large importer of U. 
S. cotton. In USDA’s report, do­
mestic use in Turkey fell 100,000 
bales to 5.2 million, resulting in

imports dropping by the same 
amount to 1.55 million bales, 
down from 2.4 million last season.

As for future price direction, 
one analyst said he expected the 
market to move where the volume 
is, and over time a fundamental 
story, perhaps involving planting 
difficulties, would be needed to get 
speculators and funds to take prof­
its on their large short position.

“I think this will be (a level) 
where producers are willing to sell 
the rest of the cotton in the ware­
house.” he said. “But, it could be 
a while before any planting delay 
fears can be raised. After all, it’s 
hard to kill a crop that’s not in the 
ground,” he quipped.

USDA’s weekly export sales 
report held a minor surprise for 
traders. While net export sales of 
U. S. cotton for the week ended 
March 1 were well below expec­
tations at 101,400 bales, shipments 
hit a marketing year high of 
181,200 bales and were well above 
the average needed to reach the 
USDA estimate. Indonesia, 
Mexico and Peru were the premier 
buyers of U. S. cotton for the 
week; however, the market took 
notice to the fact that China bought 
a small lot of 9,500 bales and 
boosted its commitment for the 
season to 100,500 bales, of which 
56,900 already have been shipped.

Online sales by producers of 
Texas/Oklahoma/Kansas cotton 
bounced higher in the week ended 
March 8 as 13,938 bales were sold, 
a considerable climb from the 
5,019 bales traded the previous 
week. Average daily prices re­
ceived by producers utilizing the 
Internet trading system ranged 
from 40.86 to 42.16 cents per 
pound compared to 39.41 to 44.04 
cents one week ago..

*

Last week’s volatility quickly 
turned into a slaughter for cotton 
futures prices this week as traders 
stampeded to liquidate their March 
positions ahead of the contract’s 
first notice day on February 22. 
Words like shock and dismay 
probably best described many ana­
lysts’ reactions to the price plunge.

The futures price fall-off 
seemed to defy logic, according to 
one trader who noted a major mer­
chant took more than 90 percent 
of the March contract; action that 
should have pushed the market 
higher. Meanwhile, expectations 
for large U. S. export sales in the 
most recent reporting period also 
should have lent support this week. 
There is little doubt the market will

breathe a collective sigh of relief 
when the March contract fades into 
history.

USDA released its latest export 
sales report February 23, a day later 
than normal due to the Presidents’ 
Day holiday. The report showed a 
net increase in U. S. export sales 
of 166,600 running bales for the 
week ended February 16, 30 per­
cent more than the previous week 
and 71 percent more than the four- 
week average. Mexico was the fea­
tured buyer with purchases of 
54,800 bales.

Shipments totaled 104,400 bales 
during the same week with 31,500 
going to Mexico. The shipment to­
tal was nine percent less than the 
previous week and 18 percent short 
of the four-week average.

While few, if any, analysts and 
taders made mention of it this 
week, there is little doubt that a 
deepening financial and political 
crisis in Turkey has added to the 
cotton market’s instability. Turkey, 
after all, ranks among the top five 
export customers for U. S. cotto n.

The country responded to the 
mounting crisis this week by drop­
ping its exchange rate controls, ef­
fectively allowing a devaluation ot 
its currency, according to Associ­
ated Press (AP). The news service 
explained the government and 
Central Bank hope the move will 
help control skyrocketing interest 
rates. Overnight lending rates 
reached an annualized 7,500 per­
cent Wednesday, and the stock 
market saw its steenest fall ever.

losing 18 percent, AP reported.
The moves indicate Turkey is 

abandoning a key element of its 
economic stabilization program 
backed by $ 11 billion in loans from 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). However, the government 
said it remains committed to the 
program, according to AP, and a 
spokesman for the IMF expressed 
support for the action taken by the 
Turkish Central Bank. IMF also 
indicated it would consider mak­
ing additional financial resources 
available to the country.

On Wednesday, the exchange 
rate was 688,000 Turkish lira to 
one U. S. dollar. Less than 24 hours 
later, the rate was 962,499 lira to 
the dollar; a steep devaluation by 
any standard.

The developments in Turkey are 
a concern to the U. S. cotton in­
dustry. Through mid-February, 
Turkey had purchased 467,400 
bales of U. S. cotton this market­
ing year but only 58 percent or 
271,600 bales had been shipped. 
Thus, almost 200,000 bales cur­
rently are in danger of cancellation 
or delay. There is additional con­
cern that the lira’s devaluation also 
could bring a halt to any further 
purchases of U. S. cotton this mar­
keting season.

Like futures prices, spot market 
prices received by producers de­
clined this week. Online sales of 
Texas/Oklahoma/Kansas cotton in 
the week ending February 22 to­
taled 4,282 bales compared to 
5.091 a week earlier.

Never bear more than one 
trouble at a time. Some people bear 
three kinds-all they have had, all 
they have now, and all they expect 
to have.

-Edward Everett Hale

PUBLIC NOTICE
HELP WANTED

TEXAS DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

Childress District 
(various locations) 

Summer Jobs for full-time 
college students + graduating 

high school students 17 & 
over

Summer Engineer Tech 
Summer Maintenance Tech 

Summer Support Tech 
Summer IT Tech 

Positions will close on april 15, 
2001 at 5:00 p.m.

Interested applicants may call 
940-937-7190 for complete job 
vacancy and application informa­
tion. A completed State of Texas 
Application for Employment is 
required. Mailed applications must 
be postmarked no later than April 
15,2001.

An applicant needing an ac­
commodation in order to apply, 
may call 1-800-893-6848 or TTY 
512/416-2977.

W e b s i t e : h t t p / /
www.dot.,state.tx.us/

An Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer 11 -1 tc

“D on’t squat with your spurs on. ”
Eugene Shipp worked maintenance for an electric coop for 
twenty-eight years. During an ice storm in ‘78, he worked 
thirty-eight hours straight, fixing downed lines and restoring 
power. He retired two years ago to spend more time on his ranch, 
working his own hours. He uses coop power; he knows he can 
count on it.

Eugene belongs to a Smart Choice cooperative. What’s “Smart 
Choice?” Were a coalition o f West Texas coops committed to 
making the right decision on electric deregulation.

The goal o f deregulation is to bring the benefits o f  retail 
competition to the power industry. But so far, in states such as 
California and Pennsylvania, reality has fallen short o f  the 
promise, often bringing higher rates and even outages. The 
Legislature gives coops the opportunity' to decide whether they' 
will opt in or out o f  deregulation. We intend to take advantage 
o f that to be sure deregulation is right for our owner-members.

Texas electric cooperatives have been providing power to Texans 
since 1937. As coops, we are non-profit and member-owned. 
Watch for other articles to learn more about us and how we re 
responding to the challenge and opportunity o f  electric 
deregulation.

the smart c
Your Smart Choke Electric Cooperatives.

Big Country Electric Cooperative, Inc. * Coleman County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Comanche Electric Cooperative, Inc. • Concho Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

R io Grande Electric Cooperative, Inc. • Southwest Texas Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Swisher Electric Cooperative, Inc.

www.smartchoicecoops.com

http://www.smartchoicecoops.com
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Did You Know?
Factoids About Trees in America

• Some American trees went to sea.
“Old Ironsides,” formally known as the USS 
Constitution,was built in 1797 from more than 
1,500 trees—  white oak for the keel, white pine 
for the tall masts, and live oak for its hull. Live 
oak gave the hull great strength. During a 
ferocious battle with the HMS Guerriere, during 
the War of 1812, seamen cheered as British 
cannonballs bounced off their ship’s sides: 
“Huzzah for ‘Old Ironsides’.” The name stuck, 
and today this national treasure may be visited 
at the Charlestown Navy Yard, part of Boston 
National Historical Park.

• The U.S. has more than twice the number of 
tree species as are found in all of Europe.

Because of its great geographic diversity and its north-south trending 
mountain ranges, North America is home to far more tree species than 
Europe, with its east-west trending mountains. With the advance of ice sheets 
and glaciers during the ice ages, the European Alps were a barrier to plant 
migration. In North America, the Appalachians and Rocky Mountains served 
as paths for species to move ahead of the ice, and as high elevation 
sanctuaries when northern species were pushed far south.

• Tree roots live a secret life in the underworld.

It’s not how you think it is: Instead of forming a mirror image of the branches 
above the ground, a tree’s roots more often spread out less than two feet 
below the surface of the ground, much like an extra-wide base on a wine 
glass. Some roots extend far beyond the tree’s drip line, the farthest reach of 
the branches and leaves in the tree’s crown. In some species, roots extend 
horizontally as far as two and one-half times the height of the tree.

• Each leaf is a tiny food factory, air purifier, 
and cooling machine.

A tree’s leaves or needles perform some vital 
functions that help make life possible on earth.
Through photosynthesis, leaves use energy from the 
sun to create carbohydrates from water and 
atmospheric carbon dioxide, forming an important link 
in the food chain for all living things. In the process, 
leaves remove excess carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, release life-giving oxygen into the air, 
and filter out dust.

Water pulled up from the 
roots by these processes is given off 
into the atmosphere, cooling the 
area near the tree. Urban areas 
with trees can be as much as 12 
degrees cooler on a hot summer 
day than areas in the community 
that do not have trees.

W ater vapor

Oxygen
Carbon
dioxide W ater  

from roots

C arbohydrates
to rest of tree

• A tree grows itself from the outside out.
A tree’s branches lengthen from terminal buds at the ends, but otherwise a 
tree grows by expanding itself. The cambium, a microscopic zone of cells that 
specialize in cell division, lies just inside a tree’s bark. Each year the cambium 
creates a new layer of wood that is added to the outside of a tree, and the 
trunk and branches expand in diameter.

A tree’s cambium layer is the only part of 
the tree that actually grows. Each year, 
this layer creates two kinds of new cells. 
Those on the inside of the layer become 
the xylem or sapwood, that conducts 
water from the roots to the leaves. Cells 
on the outside of the layer become 
phloem and transport sugars produced by 
the leaves to the roots and other living 
cells throughout the tree. Older phloem 
layers become the bark, a protective 
“skin” for the tree. Each year’s growth is 
marked by an annual “ring.”

• Trees are a living record of our history.
The annual rings of a tree may be counted to determine the tree's age. Tree 
rings reveal that one gnarled old bristlecone pine on a mountainside in 
eastern California is the oldest living tree on earth, sprouting from a seed 
more than 4,760 years ago. Ancient oaks in the eastern United States may 
have 300 or more annual rings. Some of these trees actually witnessed major 
events in American history as they took place.

©  2001 National Arbor Day Foundation

Cambium Xylem

Arbor Day Foundation Hosts 
Vote for America’s National Tree

Now, for the first time, 
you can help choose a 
national symbol
NEBRASKA CITY Neb. —  The 
National Arbor Day Foundation is 
hosting a process that makes it pos­
sible for people to vote for America’s 
National Tree, either by visiting the 
Foundation’s Web site, arborday.org, 
or through the mail.

“America has the grandest trees 
on earth —  the largest, the oldest, 
and, we think, the most beautiful,” 
John Rosenow, president o f The Na­
tional Arbor Day Foundation, said. 
“It’s time for the American people to 
select a national tree as an enduring 
sym bol o f all o f  our m agnificent 
trees, and o f our natural heritage.”

The United States has a national 
emblem, the bald eagle, a national an­
them, the “Star Spangled Banner,” a 
national motto, “In God We Trust,” a 
national flower, the rose, even a na­
tional march, “The Stars and Stripes 
Forever.”

But a national tree has not yet 
been designated.

The voting process hosted by the 
Arbor Day Foundation will make it 
possible for Americans o f all walks 
of life to help select the tree that will 
best serve as this important national 
symbol.

You can vote directly on the Ar­
bor Day F oundation’s Web site, 
arborday.org, which contains educa­
tional material on the list of tree can­
didates. You are invited to visit 
arborday.org, learn more about each 
broad tree type or genus, and then cast 
your vote.

Vote Before National Arbor Day
Online voting will take place 

from January 1, 2001, through mid­
night before National Arbor Day, the 
last Friday in April, April 27, 2001.

If you don’t have Internet access, 
you can mail your vote to National 
Tree, The National Arbor Day Foun­
dation, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by 
April 1,2001. Include your name and 
address on a 3 x 5” card and the tree 
of your choice. The Foundation will 
add these votes to those made online.

“Voting for A m erica’s N a­
tional Tree is important for many 
reasons,” Rosenow said. “For one, 
schoolchildren will have their first 
opportunity to vote for something 
o f national s ig n ifica n ce . Our 
arborday.org Web site includes 
classroom activities relating to the 
Vote for America’s National Tree, 
and a special voting process for 
schools.

“The United States is blessed 
with a wealth of tree species, twice 
the species as in all o f Europe. It 
is important that we plant the right 
tree in the right place, if they are 
to have their greatest environmen­
tal and econ om ic  value. Our 
arborday.org Web site helps people 
select the right tree for planting ac­
cording to factors such as their lo­
cal hardiness zone, and soil, sun,

and m oisture co n d it io n s . 
Arborday.org visitors also learn 
how to plant trees correctly, to 
prune them as they grow, and other 
important aspects of tree care.”

The results o f the vote will be 
announced on National Arbor Day, 
the last Friday in April, at Arbor 
Day Farm in Nebraska City, Ne­
braska and throughout the nation. 
Then America’s National Tree can 
take its place with those which 
have been designated in countries 
around the world.

T he N ational Arbor D ay  
Foundation is a nonprofit educa­
tion organization w hich helps 
people plant and care for trees. 
More information on the Founda­
tion and the Vote for America’s Na­
tional Tree is available online at 
arborday.org.

arborday.org
Vote online before National Arbor Day, April 27,2001j§j

jfl

Plant Trees fo r America
You Can Join The National Arbor Day Foundation And Get 10 Free Flowering Trees

2 Flowering 2 Flowering 2 Golden- 2 Washington 2 American 
Dogwoods Craba/tples ralntrees Hawthorns Redbuds

Join The National Arbor Day Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization, and you'll receive ten free flowering trees 
— 2 W hite F low ering D ogw oods, 2 F low ering 
Crabapples, 2 Goldenraintrees, 2 Washington Hawthorns, and 

2 American Redbuds, or other trees selected for your area.
You will also receive the Foundation’s colorful bimonthly, 

Arbor Day, a membership card, and The Tree Book with tree 
planting and care information with your six month member­
ship. Your six to twelve inch trees are guaranteed to grow and 
come postpaid with easy planting instructions. Trees are shipped 
at the right time for planting in your area, Feb. through May in 
the spring or Oct. through mid-Dec. in the fall. Join today, 
and plant your Trees for America!

rYES! Please send my 10 
free flowering trees, and 
free French lilac. M y $10
membership contribution is 
enclosed.

Name ___________________________________________________ I

Address_____________________________________  1

City------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1

State___________________ ZIP_____________________________I
, ■ 3623  !I National Arbor Day Foundation 

, 211 N. 12th Street • Lincoln, NE 68508
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Friday March 

23 Time O ats Clock/Books
Concession 1 
Supervisor Concession Concession Concession

Jay Stinson 
Kyle Fusion 5:00 Renee M artinez

Rick/Jana
Beesinper

Lucinda Smith 
Kim Minyard |

Byron/Shelley
Brock

Arturo/Tonia
Fabela

Kippi/Jana
Bronc/Am y 5:45

Charoiette
Rhoderick

M ike/Laura
Long

Ronnie/Karla
Hale

Jay/M ichelle
Stinson

M ari Patino • 
Connie Simpson 6:30 Hope Patino

Dick/Kippi
Cogdell

Ted/Jennifer
Daughtery

Fred/M ary
Ram irez

K ippi/Jennifer 
Scott Perkins 7:15 M ari Patino

Santos/M ary J. 
G arcia

JefT/Vickie
Tiffin

Stephen/Brenda
Jasper Bertha Perez

Tuesday 
March 27 Time Gate Clock/Books

Concession
Supervisor Concession Concession Concession

Randy/Oeborah
Bronc/Am y 5:00 O belia Bullock

David/D ebbie
Holt

Letlsia Stidham  
Kim Minyard

Lance/Letisia
Stidham

Norbie/Tonia
G arcia

Letisia/Tonia
K ippi/Jana 5:45 U z G riffin

A rturo/T onia 
Fabela

Randy/Valorie
Mullin

Sloart/Deborah
Grabbe

D iana Ivory 
M arl Patino 6:30 Shana Strange

Ross/Meiiss
Estes

Bryan/Lana
Burson

Fred/M ary
Ram irez Paula Montague

Ross Estes 
K ippi/Jennifer 7:15 Brenda Jasper

Cam /M issy
Forbes M ari Patino Kim Minyard Carol Braddock

Friday 
March 30 Time Gate Clock/Books

Concession
Supervisor Concession Concession Concession

K yle Fusion 
Jay Stinson 5:00 Carlos G arcia

Randy/Valorte
Mutlin

Letisia Stidham  
Lucinda Smith

Lance/Letisia
Stidham Tam m y Smith

Letisia/Tonia
Randy/Deborah 5:45

Cam m ie
Frizzell

Bryan/Lisa
Schott\

Brad/Jonetta
Ziegler

Eddie/Charoiette
Rhoderick

D iana ivory 
Connie Sim pson 6:30 Ana Baeza

W ayne/Colleen
Reed Lucinda Smith Hope Patino Rosa Vargas

Ross Estes 
Scott Perkins 7:15 Becky Dunn

M itchell/Connie
Simpson

Marcos/Jam ie
Scarborough

M ark/Derinda
Patton

G in n e r F o c u s  on In c re a s in g  C o tto n  
P ro d u c e r P ro fits  a t 2001 W o rk s h o p

Cotton
tew News
from Plains Cotton Growers, Inc.

Rex Johnson of Johnson Gin in 
Silverton participated in the Cot­
ton Conditioning 2001 Workshop, 
which focused on increasing cot­
ton producers’ profits through in­
novative ginning techniques. The 
workshop was sponsored by 
Samuel Jackson, Inc. and held at 
its factory in Lubbock.

Cotton conditioning is based on 
controlling the moisture of the cot­
ton as it is processed through the 
gin. Moisture control includes dry­
ing the cotton thoroughly before 
cleaning, restoring moisture to the 
fiber before the gin stand, and add­
ing moisture to the cotton just prior 
to bale packaging. The workshop 
included classes, lab exercises, 
guest speakers, and forum discus­
sions, each geared toward increas­
ing producer profits.

“The cotton conditioning tech­
niques discussed at the workshop 
can have a huge impact on a 
producer’s bottom line,” said Neil 
Turhner, Technology Manager for 
Samuel Jackson, Inc. He added, 
“The value of a cotton bale can be 
increased by $25 or more by using 
these techniques to protect staple, 
increase turnout, and restore mois­
ture weight to the cotton before it 
is baled. The participants of this 
workshop are showing their com­
mitment to their customers by 
learning the latest information pre­
sented here.”

The workshop had 40 registered 
participants from 24 gins located 
in nine states covering most of the 
Cotton Belt. “We were very 
pleased with the response from this 
workshop. The exchange of ideas 
helps us continue to make im­
provements in our products, which 
isn turn help the gins using our 
products serve their growers bet­
ter,” said Chris Jackson, president 
of Samuel Jackson, Inc.

The workshop also qualifies as 
Continuing Education Credit 
(CEC) for participants of the Cer­
tified Ginner Program offered by 
the National Cotton Council. Mar­

tin Mehner, Chief ngineer of 
Samuel Jackson, Incorporated, 
said, “We really enjoyed hosting a 
workshop dedicated solely to cot­
ton conditioning. We benefited 
from great feed-back and sugges­
tions from all of the participants 
and they benefitted by learning 
about the economic impact cotton 
conditioning can have for both the 
gin and the cotton producer.”

Samuel Jackson, Inc. has spe­
cialized in cotton moisture control 
products for cotton gins for over 
50 years. The company is based in 
Lubbock, with a field office in 
Dallas.

Friendship Quilters
News & Notes

by Nina Martin

The quilters last Thursday were 
Lallie Patton, Ann Norris, Bobbye 
Bean, Wanda Strange, Joy 
Stodghill, Nadyne Childress, Sybil 
King and Ada Clay. The group fin­
ished Bobby’s “Bear Paws.”

Joe McWaters was surprised 
last Saturday with a birthday party. 
Celebrating his 90th year were his 
sons, Dale and Glenn, and all their 
families. Lucy McDaniel of Rock 
Creek spent the day.

Ruby Brannon was surprised 
Sunday on her 79th birthday. 
Peggy, Amy and Brannon Stewart 
had brought a cake on Saturday. 
Mary Shurbet and Travis Young of 
Floydada; Tessa Merriwether of 
Lubbock; Donnie Bowman, Joe 
and Vaughnell Brannon, Wade and 
Mary Jo Brannon came after lunch 
on Sunday.

I hafve a new great-grandson 
born on March 11. Ky and Amy 
Martin welcomed Kragen Cade 
about 12:00 p.m. He weighed 
seven pounds and two ounces, and 
is 20 inches long. Stan and Roma 
Martin are the grandparents. He 
has a sister, Kyleigh, and a brother, 
Keaton. Jerry and Joann Clayton 
of Grandview and Charlotte 
Moulder of Cleburne are great- 
grandparents.

Young People 
Show Their Project 
Animals at Houston

Several Briscoe County boys 
and girls showed their livestock 
projects at the Houston Livestock 
Show, and brought home ribbons 
as the reward for the good work in 
their feeding programs.

In the Maine-Anjou class of Jun­
ior Market Steers, Cody Ware of 
Lockney placed sixth. He is the 
grandson of Peggy Garvin of 
Silverton.

Monty Wood placed fifth in 
Class 2 of the Charolais Division.

Beau Brock placed second in 
Class 2 of All Other Breeds.

Clay Ware of Lockney, another 
grandson of Peggy Garvin, placed 
tenth in the Chiannias.

Caleb Francis placed 26th in 
Crossbrted Junior Market Barrows.

Thor Patton placed 14th in Class 
2, Hampshires.

True Burson was 15th in Class 
3 of the Hampshires.

Dusty Burson was 13th in Class 
3 in the Chester White and Other 
Purebreds.

Stampede Continues 
Toward Texas 
Annual Meeting

The Stampede continues toward 
the 40th annual meeting of the 
Texas Panhandle Heritage Founda­
tion, the non-profit producer of the 
TEXAS Musical Drama. TPHF 
members and new guests with in­
terest in supporting this Panhandle 
treasure are welcome to join us for 
an evening of fine dining, good 
company, Texas culture and the 
humor of Cactus Pryor, the evening 
of april 7, 2001, at the Tascosa 
Country Club in Amarillo.

Cactus, a renowned emcee, 
toastmaster, actor, writing and af­
ter-dinner speaker, has entertained 
some of the world’s most famous 
people, including Presidents Ford, 
Carter, Reagan and Johnson, and 
was a favorite emcee of Lyndon B. 
Johnson for many years.

Representatives of the Texas 
Cotton Producers organization met 
in Austin Monday, March 5, to dis­
cuss the status of critical legisla­
tive and regulatory issues.

The meeting, held in conjunc­
tion with the biennial “Cotton Day 
at the Capitol 2001” celebration, 
included updates on the status of 
key crop protection chemicals that 
will only be available to growers 
through Section 18 requests.

The Texas Department of Agri­
culture, in an effort to prevent the 
last-minute approval of products, 
submitted Section 18 requests ear­
lier than usual to ensure adequate 
supplies of pesticides for the con­
trol of aphid and beef armywork 
outbreaks.

Among the chemicals being 
sought through the Section 18 pro­
cess are Denim, Centric, Assail and 
Furadan.

The first product, Denim, is tar­
geted for beet armyworm control 
while Assail, Centric and Furadan 
are targeted for use against aphids.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) boasts of a less than 
50-day turnaround for Section 18 
requests.

Reality, however, shows that the 
request for Furadan (carbofuran) 
has been in the department over 
100 days already (submitted De­
cember 1, 2000) with discussion 
not scheduled to begin until some­
time next week.

TDA officials have noted that 
the best-case scenario would be to 
have carbofuran available since it 
has proven effectiveness against 
aphids and to also gain approval for 
Centric and Assail in order to bet­
ter determine their ability to be ef­
fective replacements for 
carbofuran in the future.

The request for Assail has been 
at EPA since December 20 with no 
final answer yet received.

Centric’s Section 18 request was 
readied in December but not turned 
in after EPA assurances that a full 
Section 3 label would be approved 
for the product by March 15.

EPA has since advised the Texas 
Department of Agriculture that the 
Section 3 label for Centric would 
not be completed until much later 
and that a Section 18 request would 
indeed be necessary to have it 
available for growers. That request 
was turned in March 7.

TDA’s Denim Section 18 re­
quest was turned in March 5.

2001 Precipitation  
Sum m ary

Normal Precip.
Precip. Received

January .65 1.94
February .60 .87
March .93 2.35
Totals 2.18 5.16

Plains Cotton Growers, Inc. and 
the High Plains cotton industry lost 
a good friend and mentor March 7 
with the passing of Lee Don 
Anderson, 77, of Lubbock.

Over the years Anderson, who 
served two terms as PCG President 
from 1967-1969, was involved in 
both the production and marketing 
of High Plains cotton in Crosby 
County after his graduation from 
Texas Tech University in 1948. 
Anderson also was a banker, cot­
ton marketer and businessman.

In the early 1960’s Anderson led 
the effort to establish the High 
Plains Boll Weevil Dispause Con­
trol Program. That program, oper­
ated continuously from 1964- 
1996, eventually became known as 
one of the longest-running, suc­
cessful pest control programs ever 
operated.

In addition to his tremendous 
accomplishments in the area of 
boll weevil control, Anderson also 
was a tireless promoter of High 
Plains cotton and traveled through­
out the world touting the quality 
and value of the cotton produced 
in this region.

In recognition of his many ac­
complishments on behalf of Texas 
agriculture, Anderson was in­
ducted into the Texas Heritage Hall 
of Honor.

Past accomplishments included 
serving as a special advisor to the 
Texas Governor in 1969, and later 
to the Governor’s World Trade 
Council, participating on numer­
ous foreign trade teams, and be­
ing a U. S. delegate to the Interna­
tional Cotton Advisory Commit­
tee.

Anderson was a member and 
leader in many organizations, in­
cluding the Texas Tech Ex-Stu- 
dents Association, TTU Textile 
Advisory Committee, etc.

WEATHER
6:00 a.m. Daily March 
Weather Observations

High Low Precip.
1 33 20 .04
2 59 31
3 55 40
4 62 36 .14 ^
5 62 33
6 69 33
7 65 37
8 58 37 .43
9 42 38 1.74

10 54 39
11 57 40
12 64 36
13 64 36
Total Precip in March 2.35
Normal Precip. for March .93
Total Precip. in 2001 5.16
Normal Precip. for 2001
To Date 2.18
Soil Temperature 46°
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