Teacher parade ... Along line of cars decorated with signs wound through Tahoka streets Sunday evening, filled with teachers honking horns and waving, to let children of Tahoka ISD
know that their teachers were missing seeing them in classrooms. This week student instruction at home began, with teachers getting creative by having parents pick up work packets and/or

adopting new online or digital ways of classroom instruction, as schools remain closed due to COVID-19 precautions.
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Lynn County Hospital

COVID-19 Hotline
806-561-2076

answered 24-hours-a-day
by LCHD healthcare providers
Please call if you think you have
symptoms of COVID-19, including
fever, cough, shortness of breath
or persistent pressure in chest

Get the local updates!

Local medical/government
officials will offer weekly
live video reports of
Lynn County COVID-19
at 4 pm every Thursday
starting April 9. Go to the
Lynn County Hospital District’s

facebook page to watch, & to
send in your questions live!

Watin
n \‘
Dears!

Do you live in a

neighborhood

where people are out walking?
Put a teddy bear (or other
stuffed animal) in your window!

It's a new trend, for citizens to put a
teddy bear in the window so families
“Bear Hunt”
to see how many they can spot

can go on a walk for a
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NWS official readings for Tahoka

Date High Low Precip

Mar 24 76 45
Mar 25 89 45
Mar 26 93 55
Mar 27 80 45
Mar 28 67 a2
Mar 29 70 41
Mar 30 78 41

(Precipitation/temps measured asof 7am

the previous 24-hr period)
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0.48"
2.56"

3.62"

n date reported. for

Total Precip for Jan
Total Precip for Feb
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Lynn County has two confirmed cases of COVID-19

lahoka l ynn County

by JUANELL JONES
s of Tuesday afternoon this week, Lynn County now has
its first two confirmed cases of the COVID-19 Coronavirus,
both of whom are O’Donnell residents residing in the same

household, and another case in O'Donnell is a resident who resides in
the Dawson County portion of O’Donnell

Lynn County Judge Mike Brad
dock released a public notification
at 445 p.m. Friday afternoon that
the Texas Dept. of State Health Ser
vices had confirmed the first case
of COVID-19 in Lynn County, and
the second case was confirmed on
Saturday. According to the not

fication, the infected individuals
contracted the
son-to-person contact and no travel
history outside the United States

media

virus from per

According to social
posts, the infected person was an
O’Donnell man, and after his wife
was tested she was also confirmed
as the second case the next day
I'he couple are reportedly under a
14-day quarantine mandated by the
State Health Department,
home

The other O'Donnell case, re

ported to be a female O Donnell

in ther

resident over the age ot 65 whose

residence 1s actually in Dawson
County and not Lynn County, 15
reportedly under hospital care tor
COVID-19.  This

confirmed on Friday

case was also
A social media posting by Kim
Mayor of O'Donnell. had
the following information

Parker,

“To the Citizens of the City of
O'Donnell: We are doing our best to
keep you informed about the ongo
ing information tor the COVID-19
pandemic. We have received posi
tive confirmation of three (3) cases

of Coronavirus in O'Donnell. two

(2) in Lynn County and one (1) in
Dawson County. The Lynn County
cases have been self-quarantined
until their symptoms worsen and
other medical measures are need-

1. The Dawson county case 1s hos-
pitalized. The Lynn County cases

were not tested at Lynn County
Hospital, nor seen 1n any of their
chimics. Due to HIPA A restrictions,
no further information is available
for public release

“So what happens now? | be-
lieve that Lynn County, the City of
O'Donnell, City of Tahoka, Lynn
County Hospital District as well as
Dawson County and City of Lame-
sa have been very proactive in this
reacted early,

time and putting

contingency plans 1n place. I am
working collaboratively with all to
ensure we are all on the same page
in keeping each other and pur com
munities informed

“As for the City of O'Donnell
the few businesses we do have are
open as they are ‘essential’ ones
Our restaurants have complied with
Gov Abbott’s executive order. Ac
cess to City Hall has been limited

“The things we have been do
ing are working. It you are watch
ing the numbers they are low and
we are one of the last counties to
have a positive case of COVID-19

“Again we ask
O'Donnell County to
continue their efforts to ‘flatten the

See COVID-19 UPDATE, page 6)

all citizens of

and lynn

Five burglaries cleared in

by JUANELL JONES

Tahoka Police officials say that
five burglaries that occurred in the
three months were cleared
they

searches of four homes in Tahoka

past
on Sunday after conducted
and found items which owners had
reported to have been stolen

One male juvenile was taken
into custody. with charges pending
for five counts of burglary and one
count of arson (because he alleged
ly attempted to burn papers inside
one of the vacant residences). and
another 17-year-old male suspect
is reported to be cooperating with
police in providing information
on these cases. He may be facing
charges including possession of
stolen property and/or two counts
of burglary, according to police

Police Chief Jeff Parker told

The News that police conducted

WadFds of ;
Tnspi

I'aho
Judge

searches on two homes 1n

ka Sunday
Reed Filley signed atfidavits for

after District
search warrants at their locations,
and an additional two homes were
searched with consent of individ-
vals residing there. The searches
Sunday. Re-

included a firearm

began about 9 p.m
covered items
identified by its owner as one of his
missing guns, and other items iden
tiied by victims

I'he burglaries and vandahism
reported in the last 2-3 months in
cluded the Cake Palace at 1613 Ave
J. a vacant building on South 7th
that was formerly a nursing home, a
shop building 1n the 2000 block of
N 3rd,
in the

and two vacant houses, one
2000 block of Ave. M, and
one most recently discovered in the
1900 block of N. 3rd. Chief Parker
said that the investigation is con
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Drive-up COVID clinic ... Lynn County Hospital in Tahoka has a
drive-up COVID Clinic that is open weekdays from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Anyone with COVID symptoms (fever, cough, shortness of breath) may
drive up to the Emergency Room parking lot on the west side of the
hospital, stay in your car, and call LCHD’s COVID hotline 806-561-2076
for further instructions. A team will come to your vehicle to assess you.

No businesses ordered to close
in Tahoka, says the mayor

by JUANELL JONES

While there are some business
es in Lubbock that their city gov
ernment mandated be closed due
to precautionary measures for the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Mayor of
Tahoka wants local citizens to know
that no such mandates have been re
quired by the City of Tahoka

There are no city mandates 1n
place at this time requiring any
I'ahoka businesses to close, accord
ing to Mayor John Baker
distancing 1s highly encouraged.

Social

including personal contact in any
business
“The Governor of Texas man

dated that restaurants close their
dine-in areas and to operate as car
ryout only, and our restaurants are
following those mandates We hope
our citizens continue to support our
local restaurants by calling tor cai
ry-outs. However, there are no state
or local mandates requiring the clo
sure of any businesses here. We are
not dictating that any businesses

(See NO BUSINESSES page 6

Sunday evening raid here

tinuing in these cases, to attempt to
recover other missing items

Police responded to the Dollar
Store at 7:29 a.m. last Wednesday
for a report of theft, where store
employees said that an unidentified
man took an eyeliner product with
out paying

A caller reported noises com
ing from a vacant house in the 1900
block of N. 6th at 7:35 am
Wednesday, but officers responding

last

to the scene found no suspects, and
the house appeared to be intact
Other calls to police during the
week included suspicious vehicles,
loud music, a reckless driver, com
plaints of kids in an alley, and a
complaint of someone digging in a
dumpster. A fight in progress was
reported at a residence in the 1100
block of Ave. K at 5:14 p.m. Mon
day, and officers responding found

a man who was bleeding inside the
home, but he reportedly told oth

cers the incident was a misunder
standing and no charges were tiled

An accident was reported 4
1054 on CR 3K

at 10:08 p.m. last Thursday. with a

miles east of FM

driver reporting that his semi trail
er hauling o1l had fallen into a ditch
and was on 1ts side. but no injurnes
were reported

An unknown vehicle reported
211 last

leaving a portion of a

ly struck a mailbox on kM
Thursday,
side mirror and parts of a car. ncar
CR Nora,
Office call sheet reports

Shenff’s
to a call for
ing bulls on US 380 last Tuesday
about 9 a.m. Several calls report

according to Shenitt's

deputies  responded

assistance 1n Ccross

ed suspicious persons/vehicles and
(See POLICE REPORT, page 6)
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‘For I know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, ‘plans to

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’

Jeremiah 29 11
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The Lynn County News

The Lynn County News (USPS 32-3200) by Denise Sherrod

is published weekly by Lynn County
News, Inc. on Thursday (52 issues per
year) at Tahoka, Lynn County, Texas.
Periodical postage paid at Tahoka, Texas
79373. Postmaster: Send address change
to The Lynn County News, P.0. Box 1170,
Tahoka, TX 79373.

{ )t‘;i!u‘.lri(‘s 'JL New Home Happenings

From the Mayor: New
Home mayor Jim Olsen has
requested that New Home
citizens shelter in place. This
means stay home unless you

know of people in our area
who are going to stores ev-
ery other day. That is not es-
sential. “Essential” shopping
would be a case where you

A

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: are doing something essential are down to a can of cream
LYM(W"WW@Y'”OY“‘ like surgery or bringing me of mushroom soup and a can
Other Addresses in U.S. - $35 year nachos. No...seriously, forget of stewed tomatoes but have
y, lorg
PUBLISHER / NEWS EDITOR the nachos. I can wait. Stay NO hamburger meat. And if
Juanell Jones home and enjoy your family you need a Big Red, hit me
PADVE:‘:T]S'NG MANAGER like you Never. Have. Before. up. I had to buy 24 cans the
am , < - ’ - :
by 2620 The ymn County ews Dgnt play'plckup bas}fetbdll othe'r day just to get one. Es
with the neighbors, don’t have sentials...
DEADLINE: Noon Tuesdays Jerr Dean a quilting bee, and don’t go City Hall is open but not
q g g P
CONTACT US: Williams to Walmart on the off chance for socializing; the door is
Office: 806-561-4888 - v that they have toilet paper. I locked. You may use the dro
y pap y P O\
Fax: (806) 561-6308 Jerry Dean Williams of 7 B box to pay your bill, or if nec-
E-Mail: LynnCoNews@poka.com Midland, TX died peacefully essary, knock on the door or
1617 Main Street in his sleep Saturday March League baseball coach and 4 ' i1dl side it aiid con
PO. Box 1170 21, 2020 at Terrace West helped support the Tower B [
Tahoka, Tx 79373 oo : _ ’ o Teresa will carefully” take In
Nursing Home Little League Association. s . ;
A _ o , " your money. Call if you have 4 VID-19
OFFICE HOURS: He was born Mdl%h 11, He was knqwn by many as a problem. GARRETJONES AND OLIVIAHAMMONDS venk &
Monday-Thursday, 9 am to 5:30 pm 1938 in Draw, Lynn County Coach Williams and later to T —— State o
Closed Fridays. Drop box available by front door TX to Carl and Bertha Wil- many more as Gramps. Jerry rit'mngk'md yet \:0 nccehssary Couple announces engagement ;ireas (
® “Like” us on Facebook ... hams. He was ”‘_C sixth of —and Dorothy became regular . o1 in motion. and all Mr. and Mrs. Martin Hammonds of Tahoka, announce has lz;s
www.facebook.com/LynnCountyNews ~ nine children, so family was Square and Round [)ancerﬁ we can do now is play our |the engagement of their daughter, Olivia Monea Hammonds et 6
: always important to him v at M\-Squ.arc Arene.l. One of game! | have no more sports | 1o Garret Ray Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Tones of with er
After graduating from High his favorite past times was metaphors, so please do as | Hondo, Texas. Orders
T' l JomsPress Schml where he was are playing with his gra‘nd*}ds our mayor and neighboring Olivia is a 2017 graduate of Tahoka High School and {ito Hi
C“ld, :\cmng running b?ld\ for and attending their sporting mayors are asking and STAY | will be a December 2020 graduate of Texas A&M University
the Tahoka Bulldogs fm)lbull cvcnls: (xramps was wonder- HOME. Plagues generally |with a B.S. degree in Plant & Environmental Soil Science -
team. he married his high ful with children and made end; now we just call them |and will then pursue a Masters Degree in Ag Business. )
. fosh school  sweetheart Dorothy them feel at ease and much T s wil May 2020 graduate of Texas A&M Uni-
Senior Citizens Menu Ann Taylor of New Home, loved pandgmgs. . J.()DCS-WI ; bc‘a 4 0 gracuse o o Qs ~m
n ey IN€ ome, loved. _ _ If you see me out walking | versity with a B.S. degree in Plant & Environmental Soil Sci-

April 9-13 X Together they raised four » _J'f")’ i survived by his my dog, stay at least 6-27 feet | ence and will be employed by Helena Agri-Enterprises. l I'n'
Mondiiy: Soft beef tago, ebildren; Deborali Anm Chu- wile and four children, seven away and shout hello. I'll even The couple plans to marry on January 16,2021 in the San | \
Spanish rice. broccoli, corn, ate of Midland, TX: Kelly grandchildren; Scotty and pause my book to give you a | Antonio area and will reside in Hondo, Texas. | H 3
mandarin oranges & Terry Kuykendall of Mid-  Sisley Treadway, Joe and Ka- R c‘t
Tuesday: Baked chicken & land, TX: Michael & Sandra tie McKinney, Nicole and Ste- o submit ems for New -
dumplings. peas. salad. win- Williams ot Chantilly, VA:  ven Sutton, Roy Don Kuyken- A —T—T )
ter fruit cup Mitchel & Laura Williams of  dall, Lucca Michael Williams, s‘hcrmd(ﬂ';l‘n'ul Cin" i Red paper or green? clecth
Wednesday: Roast  beef,  Spokane, WA Al will miss  Dawn Michelle Kelly, Aaron ‘l()-()() amins 'I‘.ucxd'n\ " ] counci
brown gravy. mashed pota- him dearly Axel Williams-Pier, and five ' o - Mayor aSkS over 65 5 to place postpc
toes. carrots. salad. banana After farming in Lynn great grandchildren; Zachery co|ored paper on front doors Ma)’ ‘
pudding County for several years, the Wayne Harris, Dean William lacing a ted or roen Hiece 2020,
Thursday: Pork chop black family moved to Midland in McKinney, Anne Elizabeth Ar.e YOu age ~65 or‘)()lder, F:fdt"i ir )ne:h:ir Tr );( dloor: outbr§
eye peas. spinach, baked ap 1967 where Jerry became a  McKinney, Collin Hayes Sut- S “ 0 P an’d hv_mg .u.1 l'ahoka’ Thc :0 l:‘hgt n(c] vl :an C’NI-\; Cil
ple slices car salesman for the Chevro- ton, and Wyatt Williams Sut ‘A Hiayor 15.‘15kmg you o p;:rf r— b)n nkeds htl‘. ’ postpc

\iDé 2 at see if someone needs help.

Friday: Closed for Good let dealership. He bought his  ton _ “f'p‘"c M8 P“’fxm’_"" “‘ N hat We 456 Sii cs‘;:lm: o pre
Friday own used car lot in the late A memorial service 1s I e “_'” let your nelgh. ors know i< that if | I‘ ~[.’ ggv \h'vk' tage o
NOTICE: I'he Center 1s 70°s and continued to sell cars planned for later this year. Fu- Sl PPOB' "J BlSlMSS(S if you a.rc nkay., ()rlfy()u m?Cd ' I Al SEELE PR Abbot
7 . ) , help with getting something ~someone in their neighbor local «

CLOSED tfor dine - n. For ull he retred neral arrangements are entrusted TVAT ARE KERE FOR YOU d d ) th hood that they know is age
curbside pick up.(east side) During many of those to Avalos-Sanchez and Thomas AND YOUR CONMUNITY aney S n‘ec |fng g I’ng. 65 oF older “; be especially BT
call in betore 10 am. each Yycars he served as a Little  Funeral Home (PAID) ' ‘ ‘ A red piece of paper means ) ) S M
b, ‘51556 “I need help with something”  aware of whether there is a oppos
day. JO1-020¢ and a green piece of paper red or green piece of paper on T dic
means “Everything is OK.” their front door. If you see a seafs
“This was suggested to red piece of paper, please call cludin
me, and | think it is a great Tahoka City Hall at 561-4211 Lucra
O idea, especially for senior and give us their address, and well
. citizens who live alone,” Wwe will have someone check Bairri
. O - says John Baker, Mayor of onthem. he explained ad Bt
Tahoka. “We are asking se For more information, N
nior citizens to p-rticipate by - contact City Hall dates
currel
¢ .:.‘;’; | — . to sei
| k d . . electi

P ical assist f

ease seek medical assistance i B

showing any symptoms of GOWID 19.

Please follow these guidelines IF:

YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS: ' c
L
e Fever QVER 100.4 * Cough © Shortness of Breath .
e Persistent pain or pressure in chest \
% Green paper means “I'm ok” ... ATahoka s.enior citizen v
CALL A MEDICAL PROVIDER e e e it s & T
- . 1 and does not need assistance. Tahoka Mayor John Baker has
* (all ahead BEFORE visifing a medical office. PRt gk ool syt
* Follow the provider's instructions on festing. | the sddvess e called i o Cty il ¢ S61. 4711, il sormeane G
. . | will check on the individual at that address. (LCN PHOTO) k
* STAY HOME unless advised by your provider. ' c
o [} L
If you think you're sick Area News ...
. : inted fi
* Keep 6 feet away from others if possible rEprinied rolftares ARRSpAPLLS )
* Listen for instructions from local government City, county order business :
e Wear a face mask if sick closures in Lamesa, Dawson i
. . LAMESA - All non-essential businesses in Lamesa and through
® Fo”ow u“ other preven“on "ps K:t l?;:\;;()n County have been ordered to close as of 6 p.m. Saturday,
Those orders came in nearly-identical declarations issued Friday
by County Judge Foy O'Brien and Lamesa Mayor Josh Stevens >

GOVID HOTLINE 806-361-2076

AVAILABLE 24 - HOURS A DAY
FOR ANYONE WITH QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS ABOUT THE DISEASE

Lynn County Hospital District

2600 LOCKWOOD - TAHOKA - 806-998-4533

Stevens, however, said the orders will affect only a small percent

age of businesses in Lamesa.

“The majority of Lamesa businesses are essential due to agricul
ture, oilfield and the service industry,” he said

Each business identified as non-essential will receive a letter
hand-delivered by either the Lamesa Police Department or Dawson

County Sheriff’s Department.

Those letters were starting to be delivered on Friday
O'Brien stressed that those orders do not require residents to shel
ter in place, which basically means to avoid traveling anywhere in the

city or county.

Both the mayor and county judge said they plan to avoid issuing a
shelter-in-lace order if at all possible

from the Lamesa Press-Reporter

el
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Governor mandates quarantines for travelers
coming into Texas from certain locations

In response to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and to pre-
vent further spread into the
state of Texas from hotspot
areas, Governor Greg Abbott
has tasked the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS)
with enforcing two Executive
Orders surrounding travel
into the state of Texas. GA-11

The City of O’Donnell
election for mayor and three
council members has been
postponed, rescheduled from
May 2, 2020 to November
2020, due to the Coronavirus
outbreak

City officials chose to
postpone the election for safe-
ty precautions, taking advan-
tage of Texas Governor Greg
Abbott’s declaration allowing
local elections to be delayed
due to the pandemic.

Mayor Kim Parker is un-
opposed in the election. Five
candidates have filed for three
seats on the city council, in-
cluding incumbents Joseph
LLuera and Jessie Perez, as
well as candidates Gustine
Bairrington, Trent Hancock
and Joe Renteria Jr

No changes other than the
dates will be affected. The
current council will continue
to serve until the November

election

was issued on March 26 and
specifically addresses air trav-
el, while GA-12 was issued on
March 29 and addresses travel
by roadways from Louisiana
into Texas.

The requirements under
both Executive Orders are the
same — a covered person un-
der the mandated quarantines
shall remain in the designated
quarantine location for a pe-
riod of 14 days or the duration
of the person’s presence in
Texas, whichever is shorter. A
violation of the orders is sub-
ject to criminal penalties, and
the department encourages
all individuals to abide by all
measures that have been en-
acted by the Governor to miti-
gate the consequences of the
current public health disaster.

The quarantine restric-
tions related to air travelers do
not apply to travel related to
military service, emergency
response, health response or
critical infrastructure func-
tions. The quarantine restric-
tions related to ground travel
include all the previously
mentioned exclusions, plus
travel related to commercial
activity.

Last week, Governor Ab-
bott issued GA-11 requiring
individuals traveling to Texas
— with Texas being their final
destination — through an air-
port from the Tri-State Area
of New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut, as well as from
the city of New Orleans, to
comply with a mandatory 14-
day self-quarantine. GA-11
was expanded by proclama-
tion on Sunday, March 29, to

include air travelers coming
into Texas from the following
locations: California; Loui-
siana, Washington; Atlanta,
Ga.; Chicago, IlIl; Detroit,
Mich.; and Miami, F1.

DPS Troopers are sta-
tioned at Texas airports to
screen passengers traveling
from the designated quaran-
tine areas. Travelers who are
subject to the self-quarantine
are required to complete a
travel form to provide DPS
with identifying information,
including their full name, date
of birth, home address, driver
license/passport information
and quarantine location.

Effective Monday, March
30, at noon, GA-12 states that
every person who enters the
state of Texas through road-
ways from Louisiana will be
subject to the mandated 14
day self-quarantine. DPS has
been tasked with enforcing
GA-12, and the public can ex-
pect to see an increased law
enforcement presence along
the Texas/Louisiana border.
The form for arrivals for road
travelers is also available on-
line.

Pursuant to Governor Ab-
bott’s Executive Orders, in
dividuals must comply with
the Mandatory Terms of Self-
Quarantine. The departmént
will vigorously enforce the
executive order, as these or-
ders are designed to protect
the public and stop the spread
of COVID-19. It is impor-
tant to note that under Texas
Government Code § 418.173,
failure to comply with these
mandatory terms 1s a criminal

best interest.

To our Loyal Customers,

Out of an abundance of caution, we have
determined that it is in the best interest of our
customers and employees to close our lobby
until further notice.

The drive up windows will remain open

with our normal business hours:
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Monday - Friday.

We encourage you to use our Telebank
Service, Internet Banking Service and Mobile
deposit services.

Should you need loan information, please
call us directly. We are fully staffed to assist
you. We appreciate each and every one of you
and made this decision in our communities

The First National Bank of Tahoka

» Online Banking with Online Bill Pay » Savings Accounts » Safe Deposit Boxes » Checking Accounts
» Loans: Farm, Commercial, Auto and Installment » Certificates of Deposit
» Instant Issue Debit Cards » Bank by Mail » Direct Deposit

1601 South 1st St., Tahoka * 806 / 561-4511 * Member F.D.I.C.
www.fnbtahoka.com * 24-Hr. Bank by Phone: 1-855-232-8603 (toll free)

HOURS: Drive-Thru - 9:00-6:00 Monday-Friday * ATM at Stripes Convenlence Store, Tahoke

Respectfully,

2)FDIC
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National Doctors Day ... On March
30th each year, National Doctors Day honors
the professionals for their dedication and
contributions to society and the community.
Their dedication puts the patient first time
and again. On National Doctors Day, we say
“thank you” to our physicians for all that
they do for us and our loved ones. Lynn
County is blessed to have four doctors who
work for Lynn County Hospital District: Dr.
Donald Freitag, Dr. Griengsak Chowpaknam,
Dr. Chris Leach, and Dr. Jarrett Ross.

We miss our teachers ... These little girls held up their own sign
that they missed seeing them, as the teachers drove by and honked and waved in a “teacher
parade” throughout Tahoka on Sunday evening. (LCN PHOTO by Pam Eirod)

Dio? %Du Lhow?

¢ The word racecar and
kayak are the same whether
they are read left to right

or right to left. They are

the mandates for self-quar-
up to $1,000, confinement in antine, can be found online
jail for up to 180 days,or both. at  www.dps.texas.gov/CO-
DPS will take the appropriate VIDtravel.

action against U

offense punishable by a fine of

enforcement
anyone who fails to comply

; . . » African elephants only have
with the Executive Orders. P Ll

s e : 4 teeth
Iravel information, in- palindromes (words spelled
cluding the required form and * Bats are the only mammals  the same way frontwards
that fly and backwards).

y
For your Medical needs

contact one of the following clinics!

'Fast Track Clinic

Monday-Friday 7:00 AM-6:00 PM
No appointment needed

“For when you need to be seen today”

2600 Lockwood ¢ Suite C H ealthca re

Tahoka, Texas —— closer to

806-561-4802 HaéaM E

31 Lynn County Hospital District 'E

s e e A e et el i

Family Wellness Clinic
1809 LOCKWOOD * Tahoka * 806-998-4604

CLINIC HOURS: Monday, Thursday & Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Tuesdays & Wednesdays: 8:00 am - 7:00 pm « Sat. (Closed at this time)

Anais Molina FNP-C
Christopher Leach MD

Shannon Hammonds FNP-C
Dr. Jarrett Ross MD

P T T O

f LCHD O’Donnell Clinic
|
|

|
506 5th Street in 0’Donnell » 806-428-3211 I
Clinic Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00-5:00 I

GRIENGSAK CHOWPAKNAM MD, MBA, FAAP CYNDE SCHNEIDER MSN, APRN, FNP-C

L—_—_—————_———-J

Call to schedule an appointment with

any of these healthcare professionals.

Bring valid insurance card and drivers
license to your appointment.

B April2,2020 3
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These local firms are
sponsoring this

FARM NEWS:

AgTexas
Farm Credit

Services
Travis Ferguson and Mike Metzig

Capital

Farm Credit

Jason Gandy
Shaun Wied

Farmers Co-op

Association
No. 1

FirstBank &

Trust
Karl McDonald

Lynn County
Farm Bureau

Area News

Borden County
school board
picks finalist for

superintendent
In a called meeting this
past Monday, the Borden

County ISD board of trustees
iamed Stephanie Behrens as
the lone finalist for the su-
perintendent’s position at the

chool. Behrens presently is

the Assistant Superintendent
ind  Principal of Timpson
ISD, located northeast of Na
ogdoches., Texas

She has 24 years of expe
ience having worked in vari
us  positions in Panhandle
SD, Claude ISD, Poteet ISD,
ind Goldthwaite ISD. She has
een married to Phil Behrens
or 25 years and has six chil-
iren

I am excited for the op
ortunity that has been of-
ered to Stephanie. Having
sraduated. from “high - school
n Nazareth ISD, I know that
he will bring her small town
ilues and standards of be-
\avior along with a wealth of
nowledge of public schools
vith her to our school,” said
nterim \LI;'(‘IHHCH\‘CH[ John-

fubb

By

1ave to wait tor

law, the district will
>| days before
3ehrens can officially be ap-

I as superintendent
from the

Borden County Star

ih e BB T T e o B S e Y R AT O S

AgriLifé Extensibn provides
auxin CEU training online

From the office of: Cody Hill, Lynn County Agrilife Extension Agent AG/NR

COVID-19 might have
much of the world social dis-
tancing, but agricultural crops
still must be planted, and pro-
ducers still have regulations to
follow. Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service is ready to
help the process.

Agricultural  producers
needing auxin training can
still turn to AgriLife Exten-
sion for their continuing edu-
cation credits, CEUs, despite
the COVID-19 cancellation
of all in-person meetings and
trainings.

“Texas A&M AgriLife ef-
forts to help people with their
pesticide recertification and
auxin training continues,’
said Dan Hale, Ph.D., associ-
ate director for ag and natu-
ral resources and Path to the
Plate director. “We were al-
ready planning to offer these
trainings online beginning
this year within our Agril-
ife Extension county offices.
There they would have had to
be proctored. However, now
we have the proctoring re-
quirement lifted, so producers
can take the course ()nlille\n
their homes.”

Online auxin CEUs

In addition to participat
ing in any online webinars
scheduled by county
agents, producers can gain ac-
cess to the course by going to

local

AgriLife Learn pest and weed .

control online courses or by
this direct link.

This auxin training quali-
fies for one CEU of laws and
regulations. To receive a cer-
tificate of completion for the
course, participants must ob-
tain a score of 100% on the
online Auxin Specific Appli-
cator Test. The learner may
retake the test as often as is
necessary.

“The Environmental
Protection Agency revised
dicamba labels for Engenia,
FeXapan, Tavium and Xtendi-
max labeling these herbicides
federally ‘restricted-use’ pes-
ticides, thereby relegating
their use to licensed pesticide
applicators only nationwide,”
said Don Renchie, Ph.D,
AgriLife Extension program
leader and coordinator for
the Pesticide Safety Educa-
tion Program, College Sta-
tion. “Tavium Plus VaporGrip
Technology, a dicamba pre-

Visit a County Landmark!

Lynn County Teachers. ..

Arrangements for Staff Development Training can be scheduled
for public school teachers, in which information about the

ways the facility at Tahoka Lake Pasture can satisfy the State
requirements in every subject in every public school grade?

that TLP is protected by a non-profit

501-C3 foundation that can offer Community
Service hours & the possibility of CE professional units?

2
DENINE™ that every OCTOBER...

long before there were calendars, very, very, long before that, multi-
thousands of Sand Hill Crane left their breeding grounds often inside
the Arctic Circle and Northern Russia and fly to TLP where they
roost at night and fly out each morning to find food. Often, family
groups will send out scouts to find the best site to feed, then large
groups will leave the lake. Cranes mate for life. If two are seen flying
together, they are a permanent pair. If there are three in a group, one
s an offspring that is being taught what it needs to know before they
Il leave in March to return to the far north.

that TLP

is one of only a few spring-fed salinas
remaining on the plains of the Americas?

Lyhﬂ' County Educators, Clubs, Civic
'Organizations, & Residents: Please help us
| care for this God-given treasure.

Text: 806-535-5147
Mail: TLP, 883 FM 400,
n, TX 79381-2160

Jur biggest deficit at this time is communication because
electronic and even landline phone service is erratic at TLP.
[ext and mail are our best ways:

Tahoka Lake Pasture

mix with s-metolachlor, re-
ceived a federal label in 2019
and is the fourth approved
dicamba for use in dicamba-
tolerant cotton.”

In addition to being feder-
ally restricted-use pesticides,
these dicamba products are
‘state-limited-use’ pesticides
in Texas, requiring Auxin
Specific Applicator Training
annually prior to use, Renchie
said.

Also, Texas Department
of Agriculture added 24-D
choline formulations — Enlist
Duo and Enlist One — for use
on 24-D-tolerant crops to
be included in these manda-
tory Auxin trainings, he said.
These 2,4-D herbicides are
State-Limited-Use pesticides,
and they can be sold to and
used only by certified appli-
cators or those working under
the supervision of a certi-
fied applicator. Annual auxin
training is also required prior
to their use.

Many auxin trainings had
been planned by AgriLife
Extension around the state,
but those occurring in the
next few months had to be
canceled, said Scott Nolte,
Agrilife Extension state
weed specialist, College Sta-
tion.

However, because the la-
bel states only certified ap-
plicators may apply dicamba
over the top of the crop, many
producers still need to take
the course, Nolte said. Agril-
ife Extension trained more
than 7,000 producers in 2018
and 4,500 in 2019. The 2020
training started in December
and typically continues into
mid-summer.

Private applicator
training CEUs

Nolte clarified that the
auxin trainings are not a sub-
stitute for the state-specified
private applicator training,
which is required for pro-
ducers to purchase and use
restricted-use, as well as state-
limited use pesticides.

“AgriLife Extension spe-
cialists and county agents pro-
vide training that qualifies for
CEUs statewide, however, the
credits are also provided by
various third parties, which
TDA requires to seek approv-
al prior to conducting any ac-
tivities statewide,” said Mark
Matocha, Ph.D., AgriLife
Extension specialist with the
Pesticide Safety Education
Program, College Station.

Matocha said AgriLife
Extension faculty are working
with TDA and the private sec-
tor to “determine how to best
meet audience needs during
this time.”

Many AgriLife Extension
programs are expected to be
shifted to online delivery. A
plan for those programs for
the remainder of March and
into April will be announced
by AgriLife Extension admin-
istration. CEUs for programs
will be offered as permitted
and within required guide-
lines.

For questions or more in-
formation, contact Cody Hill,
Lynn County AgriLife Exten-
sion AG/NR at 806-561-4562.

For more COVID-19 in-
formation, visit texashelp.
tamu.edu.

Dif ol kow?

« It is physically impossible
for you to lick your elbow.
e Like fingerprints,
everyone’s tongue print is
different.

* Your heart beats over
100,000 times a day.

* |t takes approximately 12
hours for food to entirely
digest.

* A sneeze travels out your
mouth at over 100 m.p.h.

* Women blink nearly twice
as often as men.

* Most of the dust particles
in your house are dead skin.
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Service with a mask! ... Tahoka Drugis still open to serve customers with their prescriptions
or other needs, but they ask all customers to call them at 806-561-4041 when arriving, for
curbside pickup, instead of coming inside the store.

Area News

News items from area newspapers

Officials confirm three COVID-19 cases in Dawson County

LAMESA - In the space of just two days this past week, three cases of the COVID-19 novel
coronavirus have been confirmed in Dawson County.

Health authorities notified Dawson County and city of Lamesa authorities about 5 p.m. Fri-
day (March 27) that two more cases had been confirmed in Dawson County.

The initial case was reported in an 85-year-old man from Lamesa. Although initially treated
here for pneumonia and an infection, he was later transferred to a Lubbock hospital where he
eventually was tested for COVID-19.

County Judge Foy O’Brien said the two cases confirmed on Friday involve a 41-year-old
female resident of Lamesa and a female from the O’Donnell area who is over age 65.

The older resident currently is hospitalized at Covenant Medical Center in Lubbock and the g
Lamesa resident has been self-quarantined, he said. '

“From what I understand, both of these are classified by the state as low-risk,” O’Brien said.

“They are low-risk and the symptoms on both of these are very light. They are not severe,” he
said.

In both cases confirmed Friday, he said, the individuals self-quarantined and contacted
medical personnel immediately after experiencing symptoms. ;

“They suspected it, they met the criteria and they went and got tested,”.he.said.

— from the Lamesa Press-Reporter

An important announcement from

TAHOKA DRUG

Beginning Tuesday, March 24", 2020

the pharmacy will be locked to public access, but
WE WILL REMAIN OPEN FOR BUSINESS! | -

Ly
%
»

L.

Until further notice, will continue serving
our community by:

1 Curbside Service- Call the pharmacy at 806-561-4041 when
you get here and we will bring your prescription, OTC or
gift shop items to you.

2 App: Rx2go or Online: www.tahokadrug.com
Please use the mobile app or online, or automated phone
system for refills and that will help lessen phone calls and
reserve those for people whom are here to pick up.

3 Deliveries - Deliveries are still available as normal. Please
call in before noon for same day delivery in town .
O’Donnell deliveries are still offered on Tuesday.

*If you experience any symptoms that you may
think is related to the Coronavirus, please do
NOT come to the pharmacy or the clinic,
CALL the COVID Clinic at 806-561-2076.

Thank you for understanding we are protecting your health
and our employees!

TAHOKA DRUG ¢ 561-4041

Monday-Friday 8:30 - 6:00 p.m. * Saturday 8:30-12:00
1610 Main, Tahoka * www.tahokadrug.com

Tahoka Drug
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= (all 561-4888

,) by NOON Tuesday

DEADLINE FOR NEWS AND ADS IS NOON TUESDAYS

CARD OF
THANKS

AheartfeltthankyoutoShannon
Hammonds, Dr Freitag and the
entire staff of nurses and aides
at LCHD who cared for mother
during her recent hospital stay.
Thankyoudearfriends and family
for each expression of kindness
and especially your prayers. We
aresoblessedtobe part of sucha
wonderful community. God bless
each of you.

The family of Ima Robinson

Planning a

Control Burn?

Landowners in Lynn
County are asked to notify
the Lynn County Sheriff’s
Office at 806-561-4505
when a control burn

is going to occur. This
notification will allow

the Sheriff’s Office to be
aware of control burns
when fire reports are
called in by passersby or
others, and will assist the
$.0. in knowing if area fire
departments need to be
called to respond to a fire.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

LEGAL NOTICES

~ ' Public Notice
F r ee ma n N E E D Purchasing Cooperative of America will receive proposals until 11:00am
o CT on Tuesday, April 28, 2020. RFPs are located through the PCA Website
L awn 5 ervice Portal for the City of O’Donnell, 615 8" Street, 0’Donnell, TX 79351,
TR E Es for the following national RFP contracts: (1) RFP OD-300-20 Energy
i Conservation and Performance Enhancements; (2) RFP OD-307-20
Over Seeding TRIMMED? Trenchless Rehabilitation & Related items & Services; (3) RFP OD-308-
4 20 Office Supplies & Related Items; (4) RFP OD-309-20 Paper & Paper
Mowing Products; (5) OD-310-20 Substitutes & Other Temporary Personnel,
: Including Virtual Classrooms & Offices; (6) OD-311-20 Specialty Trades:
Edging Call Joshua Electrical,Plumbing, HVAC, Bldg Waterproofing, Cement Work, & Other
Trades for Installs, Repair&Maint; (7) OD 312-20 Auction Services
CALL 806-759-9276 806 -201'1663 for Public Entities. Go to: www.pcamerica.org/solicitations for more
HLFREEMAN.LEO@gmail.com L information. Call 844-722-6374 for issues not resolved in 24 hours.
it 14-1tc

“Like” us on s «>on Sy
Facebook! CONTROL BURN
check us out: IN LYNN COUNTY
www. facebook.com/LynnCountyNews

TEXAS Display Networlk:

Statewide Advertising

WE BUY il

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

- Pierce Painting

Call 806-928-1107

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

& Remodel -

“Serving the area for over 30 years”

Commercial Construction
Residential - Remodeling
Interior , Painting
Exterior Drywall
Large or $mall Staining

No need to pay extra for “Out of Town” experience, we're right here in Tahoka!

FOR RENT

“Three Trees”
APARTMENTS

Spacious Floor Plan « 2 Bedrooms + 2 Bath + 960 sq ft
r « Furnished Appliances + Washer/Dryer « Covered Parking

+ Pet Friendly + Fenced Yard or Balcony « Energy Efficient
FREE: Internet / Water / Trash Pick-Up

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Need office supplies? Shop at the
Lynn County News * 1617 Main St, in Tahoka
OPEN MON-THURS, 9-5:30
806-561-4888

E-mail: halfmannheatandalt@;mall com

2208 AVENUE P (& N. 6™) in TAHOKA

CLOTHES BINS
1626 Ave. J ® Tahoka

.2 H ALFMANN JOHNL. WILSON, OWNER (806) 470-1452

5 : Heat & Air -

BH  806-332-4513 IR | %
S 2 LICH TACLA 72565E Jeff 0'1?,',5'0“",,,“:', Bring your gently used clothing to the

All donations benefit the Medina Children's Home

NEWS ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
12 NOON on Tuesdays

\ J

VOLUNTEER ... and help others!

Make a difference in your world.

PROFESSIO

CROP INSURANCE

~YPOKALAMBRO

HAIL - MULTI PERIL
TAHOKA OFFICE

:::::

FARMER'S CO-OP
ASSOCIATION

9; OF O'DONNELL
Customer Satisfaction and Quality Ginning
is Our Top Priority!

DUNCAN WELCH, General Manager
428-3215 + Fax 428-3217 + Cell 500-7818

1 Pre

Aurora
Cooperative |

Aerial, Crop Protection & Seeds [
1706 CR N « Lamesa
Office: 806-872-9696
"Tougher Together"

Bmy

“Dont ry to buy se your home alone! [N
Contact a local expert! | am from Tahoka
& currently live here. Call TODAY!"

JANIE ENGLE RrEALTOR®

A«\ 806/441-0984
gre-o- Ay muncnqemmkmm ﬂm 0

CIty-COunty lerary

561-4050 » 1717 Main * Tahoka, TX
(In the Life Enrichment Center)
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-Noon, 1:00-6:00 pm
Fridays 9:00 am-Noon, 1:00-5:00 pm
INTERNET ACCESS AVAILABLE

Tahoka Pioneer Museum
Lenda Wood, Mgr. 806/441-9851
1600 Lockwood * Open Fri. & Sat. 10:00-2:00

«{ HALFMAN
?g Heat & Air
i 806-332-451
(o) é LIC# TACLAT2565E }
“ lofi Raitmann
(Mm!()pﬂno' '

F-mail: halfmannheatandair@gmail com
Your local service for all heating and A/C needs for the last 19 years

] 361 FM 2182
Wilson, TX 79381

LICENSED CHILD CARE
Let the Children Come

Cuie Peveropment Cenrer

561-1112
Mobile - 759-1111

1647 Avenue J + (806) 561-5600

KELLERWLLAMS

0: 808.771.7710

C: 806.750.1139 « BEATING - COOLING - PLUMBING, INC.
=} Call 806-749-COOL (2665)
Lubbock, TX 79424 for your heating, cooling and plumbing needs.

-Owned Cars & Pickups 1=
Buy + Sel » Trade . AGENCY, LLC
Wholesale - Retail Main Office: 127 W. Broadway, New Home, Tx 78383

- Consignment Branch Offics: 1201 8. Rentro, Meadow, Tx 78047 [

. Over 30 Yoars Crop Insurance Experience .
PARCO P o s -G e
& Rhonda Parmer  E-Mail parco213@aol.com "G5 R WOORE  JANETS.DEAN  DEBE J. PIATAK

Mobile: (806) 577-2018

Business: (806) 996-5377 New Home - (806) 824-7411

Toll Free 1-800-375-2500 - Fax (806) 924-7413

MASON INSURANCE SERVICES

Health « Accident « Life « Medicare
Individual or Group

Ross MASON
Independent Broker/Owner

Cell: (432) 528-9109
Fax: (806) 402-6061
rossmason59@yahoo.com

1913 US Highway 87 (West Access Road)
Tahoka, TX

Available! Call 998-4863

P.O. Box 1290
Tahoka, TX 79373

at First United Methodist Church
1801 AVENUE J « TAHOKA * 806-561-4529

FOR AGES 6 WEEKS TO 10 YEARS * FULL & PART TIME
CCS PROVIDER

620 US HWY. 87
WILSON, TEXAS 79381
PHONE (806) 924-7257

cm mahm

T BARN -
Al.l. TYPES OF FLOORING
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
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New business attire ...

R S AR

No businesses ordered to close ...

(Continued from page 1)
here should close. Business
owners may choose whether
to close or remain open, or
whether to limit public access
or to have employees work re
motely, as part of their safety

£

Police report.

(Continued from page 1)

domestic disturbances during
the week, and one caller re
ported that an elderly female
that seemed confused and
was crying was driving a blue
SUV on FM 1730 near New
Home High School about 5
p.n. Saturday, but deputies
responding to the scene were
unable to locate the vehicle

Deputies notified TxDOT
of a report of large rocks that
had been dumped on the road
on FM 179 about a half mile
north of US 380

Lynn County Jail held
35 inmates during the week,
including 20 held for Ector
County, 1 for Floyd, and 14
for Lynn

precautions, but that is up to
each owner,” Baker told The
News

“I do not want to inter-
rupt anyone’s life or liveli-
hood here anymore than it has
been already, if I don’t have
to. We are asking that people
distancing,
be smart, and, take necessary
ut the City of
lahoka is NOT requiring any
’ stated Bak-

maintain social

pre cautions,

business to close,
er.

He added that it is his
belief that if everyone fol-
safety precaution
plans that are currently in

lows the

place — covering your cough
or sneeze, washing hands fre-
quently, social distancing, and
staying at home if ill — that it
will be a sufficient benefit for
l'ahoka

“We are fortunate to live
in a small community, in a
place that is fairly secluded.
It's not all gloom and doom
here, and we need to look
on the positive. Get out and
spend time outdoors, enjoy
life in this beautiful weather.

Courtney Holdren made masks for the Lynn County Hospital business office workers, who were
/ delighted with their new masks, and appreciated the contribution that showed such consideration of the medical staff here.

HHSC launches statewide COVID-19
mental health support line for free help

Texas Health and Human
Services has launched a 24/7
statewide mental health sup-
port line to help Texans ex-
periencing anxiety, stress or
emotional challenges due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

This new resource offers
COVID-19-related mental
health support for all Texans.
People can call the Statewide
COVID-19 Mental Health
Support Line 24 hours a day,
7 days a week toll-free at 833-
986-1919.

“Through this new effort,
we are connecting Texans with
mental health professionals
who can help provide support
to those who are feeling over-
whelmed and stressed,” said
Sonjd Gaines, Dcputv Execu-
Work in your yard, take fam-
ily walks (while maintain-
ing social distancing from
others), and call your family,
friends and neighbors. Find
something positive each day
— we will get through this to-
gether,” Baker added.

tive Commissioner for Intellec-
tual and Developmental Dis-
ability and Behavioral Health
Services. “It can be helpful to
talk to someone when you are
facing anxiety, depression and
stress, which are not" uncom-
mon to experience in the face
of a rapidly changing situation
like a pandemic.”

Operated by the Har-
ris Center for Mental Health
and IDD, the support line of-
fers trauma-informed support
and psychological first aid to
those experiencing stress and
anxiety related to COVID-19.
Counseling services are con-
fidential and free of charge to
people who call the hotline.

“It is important to recog-
nize how our mental health
can be affected by the pan-
demic,” said Sen. Jane Nelson.
“The mental health support
line for COVID-19 will go
a long way to ensure Texans
who are struggling with anxi-
ety, depression or other mental
health issues can access the
care they need.”

Please visit these Lynn County Churches
The Letter

O my people, trust in him at all
times. Pour out your heart to him, for
God is our refuge.

Flrst Baptist Church

1701 Ave. K « Box 1547 « Tahoka, TX 79373
{806) 561-4557 » www.fbctahoka.org

PASTOR CLIFF HOLDRIDGE

Sunday School - 9:45 am
Morning Worship Service - 10:45 am
SNL (Youth) - 6:00 pm Sunday
Activities For All Ages -

Call For Complete Schedule

Tahoka Trinity Church

. v
1925 Lockwood « Box 1168 - Tahoka « (806) 561-5317
. PASTOR: PERRY SHUFFIELD
" Sunday School - 9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:45 am
Sunday Evening Worship - 6 pm
Youth - Sundays at 7 pm
For aride to Sunday School or Church, call 561-5317

Wilson

- First Baptist Church

1403 13th St. » Box 67 - Wilson, TX 79381 - (806) 628-6333
PASTOR: BILLY PARMER

Sunday School - 9:45 am
Sunday Worship -~ 11:00 am & 6:00 pm
Discipleship Training - 5 pm Sunday

6:30 pm Wednesdays:
hlmﬂuuauuﬂorﬂhgu

« Bible Study & Prayer Mtg - Youth

First Methodist
of Tahoka
1801 Ave. ) « Tahoka + (806) 561-4503
email: fumctahoka@poka.com
Billy Everett, Pastor
School - 9:30 am

mm =~ 10:30 am (Fellowship Hall)
W”Mbookm . facebook/FMofTahoka

Let the Children Come  7amspm

“ LICENSED CHILD CARE  806-561-4529 M-F

~ Psalm 62:8

It’s always good to have a
confidante: someone we can unload
on without fear of rejection or

criticism. To Christians, God offers
himself as that person. There is a
story told in 2 Kings that illustrates
this truth. King Hezekiah of Judah
was a God fearing king who did what
was pleasing in God’s sight. His
enemy, the king of Assyria, began a
campaign to instill fear in the people
by mocking their faith in God. When
King Hezekiah received a letter
threatening annihilation, he took
that letter and spread it out before
the Lord. He poured his heart out
to God, praying for deliverance, and
God miraculously rescued them.
Our God is waiting on us to pour
out our hearts to him. Go ahead;
write out your copcerns and
burdens, and spread your letter out
before the Lord. He is our refuge. He
will take our worries and concerns
and hide us away in safety.

Thank you, Lord, for the invitation to pour
out my heart to you, Here are my burdens - |
relinquish them to you and trust you with them.

Do you need a church home?

Please visit one of the churches listed on this
page. May the peace and love of God, in Christ,
be with you.

Wilson
St. Paul
Lutheran Church
16th & Houston 5t. « Box 136 « Wilson, TX 79381

(806) 628-6471 « www.stpaulwilson.com
PASTOR: DAVID W. ROHDE

wsawnsam « Divine Service 10:15 am
Christ Serves People”

LynnCoNews@poka.com

COVID-19 Update ...

(Continued from page 1)

curve’ by reducing contact
with people in small and large
groups and maintain 6-ft ‘so-
cial distancing’ If they don’t
live in YOUR house, use
the phone or FaceTime App
to stay in touch. Wash your
hands often, don’t touch your
face until you have washed
your hands, and cough or
sneeze into your elbow. Wear
even a simple mask if you feel
sick. Limit all non-essential
travel, even to Lubbock (high-
er infection area). Buy local,
if at all possible. Our busi-
nesses are continuing health
and safety precautions for all
of us,” said Mayor Parker.

After health officials de-
termined individuals who may
have been in contact with the
infected persons, there were
concerns about two employ-
ees, one each at two separate
businesses that are open to the
public. One employee works
at the O’'Donnell Allsups con-
venience store, and the other
employee works at the Tahoka
Cash Savers Supermarket.
The two employees were re-
portedly placed on leave for
a 14-day self-quarantine as a
precautionary measure, and
both businesses closed tempo-
rarily to undergo deep clean-
ing procedures. Both busi-
nesses have re-opened to the
public, with the stores imple-
menting safety measures for
employees and customers.

Tahoka Cash Savers Su-
permarket was closed from 6
a.m. until 12 noon Saturday to
undergo deep cleaning proce-
dures.

“Because we have one em-
ployee that could have come
in contact with a person who
tested positive for COVID-19,
we followed the industry
procedures for cleaning, us-
ing CDC-approved cleaning
solutions to sanitize all sur-
faces in the store,” said Kyle
Lawrence, with Lawrence
Management corporate office,
which owns the Tahoka Cash
Savers Supermarket. “All the
produce and meat were pulled
from the racks, and the racks

were sanitized, as well as all

other surfaces. We continue
to implement those cleaning
procedures, either hourly or
daily, depending on the need,
and we are monitoring the
health of all our employees,
asking that if anyone has signs
of any kind of illness to stay
home.

“We are taking safety
measures very seriously. We
are, first and foremost, con-
cerned about the health and
safety of our employees as
well as the public, and con-
tinue to look to the CDC for
any new directives,” added
Lawrence.

The O’Donnell Allsup’s
convenience store was also
closed for deep cleaning, and
the employee who could have
come in contact with an in-
fected person was placed on
leave/quarantine for 14 days
as well.

Bill Schoemann, Lynn
County Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator, said that
he followed up with both the
O’Donnell Allsups and Taho-
ka Cash Savers Supermarket
to ensure that these businesses
were following CDC recom-
mended guidelines for public
health and safety.

“Both places are comply-
ing and doing what they need
to. The cleaning procedures
were done, and the employ-
ees are wearing gloves,” said
Schoemann this week.

A live video session
was held at 4 p.m. Monday
through the Lynn County
Hospital District’s face-
book page, in which Wilson,
Tahoka and O’Donnell city
officials, Tahoka ISD, county
officials, and LCHD offi-
cials presented information.
The main message continu-
ally stressed to citizens is to
stay home and reduce contact
with people in gatherings,

and to maintain a 4 to 6 feet
social distance with people,
sanitize and wash hands, and
wipe surfaces that others may
touch. That 42-minute video
session can still be seen on the
LCHD facebook page, as well
as shared links on the Lynn
County News facebook page,
and possibly city facebook
pages.

Schoemann said that the
Lynn County Emergency
Management office would
soon have a facebook page
where public information
would be posted as soon as it
becomes available.

“It’s important to realize
that all of this is a team ef-
fort,” said Schoemann. “Our
city, county and healthcare
officials are all working to-
gether to provide information
when we can. The only way
for us to get through this is
for everyone to do their part,
including our citizens — please
follow the safety precautions
that help keep this disease
from spreading.”

He added that in the event
that if a person has a con-
firmed case of COVID-19
who is employed at a Lynn
County business, that he will
personally follow up to moni-
tor the situation and ensure
the necessary public health
and safety measures are tak-
en.

“Currently there is no one
who works at a business in
Lynn County who has been
confirmed to have COVID-19.
There are the two people who
came in contact with infected
persons, but both of those
businesses where each of
these employees worked, have
followed the necessary mea-
sures,” he reiterated.

Schoemann said that it is
the State Health Dept. that
follows up with COVID-19
patients to determine with
whom they may have come
in contact, and not local offi-
cials.

Tahoka Mayor John Baker
said, “If you don’t have an
essential need to get out, we
need you to stay home. Do
your very best not to travel.
The City of Tahoka has not
issued a curfew or no-travel
order, as we feel citizens un-
derstand the ramifications of
not taking precautions, but we
do ask you to take these pre-
cautions seriously.”

Dr. Melanie Richburg,
CEO of Lynn County Hos-
pital District, said in the live
video on Monday that cur-
rently none of the COVID-19
tests that LCHD has submit-
ted have had positive results.

“All of the tests that we
have sent in to the state lab
have had negative results. The
three O’Donnell cases were
not tested through our facility,
and were not seen at LCHD,”
said Dr. Richburg.

When asked what citizens
could do to help during this
time, she responded, “Stay
calm. This is not the time to
get hysterical. Support your
local medical, city and coun-
ty officials. There are going
to be more people that come
up positive with COVID-19.
We're going to tell you what
we know to be true, as soon as
we can. If you are concerned
about your health or any signs
of illness, please call your pri-
mary health provider. If they
feel you have the symptoms
of COVID-19 then you will
be directed as to your next
step. There is a drive-up CO-
VID-19 clinic in the parking
lot of the hospital, where you
can stay in your vehicle and
call us at 806-561-2076, and
medical personnel will come
to your vehicle to asses you.”

Anyone with questions or
concerns about COVID-19,
or who feel they may have
symptoms, may call the Lynn
County Hospital District CO-
VID-19 Hotline, at 806-561-
2076. The hotline is answered
24-hours-a-day by local
healthcare providers.
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