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Tornado north of Tahoka . »  Traffic was stcwpad on us 87 about 8 miles north of Tahoka w hen 
a tornado touched dow n about 4 miles north  of Tahoka, heading east/southeast. This photo, taken by 
Erin W llcoK, shows an Incredible view  looking south from  her vehicle as the tornado picked up dirt and 
debris. Some damage was reported to  homes and pro perty about 4 miles north  and east of Tahoka, as 
w ell as In the D ra w  area, but no Injuries w ere reported.

Tornado near Draw ... This large tornado was seen In eastern Lynn County 
Sunday afternoon, w ith the storm  also producing baseball to softball sized hail In 
areas. This tornado was about five miles east and tw o  miles south of U.S. 380 in Lynn 
County, iessica Ash brook took this photo on the w ay to  her storm cellar.
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Parents and Grandparents:
Turn in your congrats ads for 

your favorite graduating senior 

to the Lynn County News by 

W EDNESDAY, M A Y 15!

These ads will be placed with the 
senior biographies in the LCN's 
Graduation Edition on May 23.

Ad a cute photo, prices vary 
according to size!

'Outside
NWS official readingf for Tahoka

Data Low

May 4 75 54 0.05'
May 5 ' 71 54
May 6 47 54 0.70*
(PrtcipiUitlonAtmps mtasurtdosoj 7a.m. on 
dott reporttd, for the prevtout i4-hr period)

Total Praclp for Jan; 0.00*
Total Pradp for Fab; 0.00*
Total Fraclp for Mar; 1.54*
Total Fraclp for Apr; 5.27*
Total Fraclp for May; 0.73*

Total Prtdp. for 2019: SM"
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4-6 tornadoes spawned in Lynn County 
during Sunday evening thunderstorms
by JU A N E U  JONES

Four or more tornadoes were 
spawned in severe thunderstorms 
that struck the Lynn County area 
Sunday evening, with no injuries 
reported but some damage caused 
to homes, bams and farm equip­
ment. Flash flooding in some areas, 
and hail from pea size up to soft- 
ball size, were also reported.

Persomvel from tiM National 
Weather Service were in Taho­
ka, Draw and O’Donnell areas on 
Monday to determine from damage 
and debris trails left behind, wheth­
er there were four, or possibly six, 
tornadoes that had touched down. 
Initial estimates indicated there 
may have been six tornadoes, an 
NWS representative said. As press 
time Tuesday afternoon, no official 
summary had been released by 
NWS on the number or severity of 
the tornadoes.

US 87 was closed down from 
Tahoka to 8 miles north of Tahoka, 
stopping traffic from proceeding 
as the first twister touched ground 
four miles northeast of Tahoka just 
after 6 p.m. Some reports of dam­
ages to homes north and east of 
Tahoka were reported, including

a carport destroyed at one home, 
and roof, garage and other damage 
at another home. Power lines east 
of Tahoka were down as well, and 
Hwy 380 east of Tahoka was closed 
down for a time while tornadoes 
were in the area.

A large “wedge” tornado was 
reported in the Draw area, and then

as the storm moved south there 
were at least two reports of torna­
does in the O’Donnell area, with 
one west of the city, and another 
southeast of the city.

John and Lisa Hawthorne’s res­
idence near Draw, about 5-6 miles 
east and 2-3 miles south of Taho­
ka. was hit hard, with a portion of

Large hall...iawn  storms passad through aastam Lynn County on Sunday 
afternoon producing large hall and tornadoes. Jesske Ashbrook, w h o  lives 
five miles cast of Tahoka, took this picture of softball sized hell In her hand.

the roof tom from their home and 
a ceiling collapsed in a bedroom. 
A circle of trees surrounding the 
house were sheared off, farm equip­
ment was flipped over or damaged, 
and a bam destroyed. The family 
was not home at the time that the 
tornado occurred, but discovered 
the dam|ge when they returned 
home from church just before dark.

“I’m really glad we weren’t 
home,” John Hawthorne admit­
ted. “We had gone to a business 
meeting at church, which I had not 
really wanted to go to, but I went 
anyway and I’m sure glad I did. We 
would have survived it, I think, but 
we would have really been shook 
up,” he said.

“When we were coming home, 
it was still light enough to see from 
the Draw highway as we were ap­
proaching -  and I told Lisa, ‘Our 
trees are gone.’ We knew then that 
we were going to find more de­
struction. But the important thing 
is, no one was hurt.”

Hawthorne said there was de­
bris for a mile in every direction 
from his place. A boll buggy and 
module builder were flipped over, 
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Voters approve TISD bond for new sports facilities
by JU A N E U  JONES

n e w  gym nasium  and other sports facilities are in Taho­

ka ISO's near future, as voters w ithin  the school district 

.a p p ro ve d  a $7.5 million bond in the M a y  4 election.

The bond issue passed by a 
margin of 137, with 226 votes cast 
in favor and 89 votes against the 
proposed bond. Early reports on 
Saturday night indicated the count 
at 220-120, but election officials re­
vised the official count to 226-89. 
It was a small voter turnout, with 
only 315 voters casting ballots in 
the TTSD election for which the 
bond issue was the only consider­
ation for voters, since the trustee 
election was canceled due to unop­
posed candidates.

With the bond approved, TISD

Superintendent Dick Van Hoose 
and the Board of Trustees can move 
forward with projects that will be 
built on the N. 5th Street projjerty 
located one block away from the 
current gym, which was built in the 
1960s.

The new gym will feature chair 
seating for 650, and will share 
the lobby/concessions area and 
restroom facilities with adjacent 
baseball and softball fields. A new 
field house and football practice 
field will also be constructed at the 
site, and the bond funds will also

be used for some renovation of the 
current high school facility.

“We already have a meeting 
scheduled for next week with the 
architects and contractor, and will 
meet with the financial advisor 
about the bond process as well,” 
Supt. Van Hoose told The News on 
Monday morning. It will most like­
ly be two years before the projects 
are completed.

Three other elections were 
held in Lynn County on May 4th, 
'including the Wilson ISD trustee 
election, O’Donnell ISD trustee 
election, and City of O’Donnell 
election.

In the Wilson ISD election 
for three trustees, incumbent Les 
Walker led the ticket with 55 votes.

Oscar Ortega had 39 votes, and JJ 
Pena Jr. had 38 votes, to claim the 
three seats. Also running was in­
cumbent IVacy Kendrick, who had 
27 votes.

In the O’Donnell ISD election 
for three trustees, the three incum­
bents were re-elected for another 
term, with Billy Edwards leading 
the ticket with 104 votes, Landon 
Mires 78, and Melissa Pedroza 69. 
Also running was Simon Resendez, 
with 23 votes.

In the City of O’Donnell elec­
tion for two council seats, incum­
bent Bruce Vaughn led the ticket 
with 76 votes, and Katy Mires was 
also elected, with 51 votes. Also 
running was Jessie Perez, 32 votes, 
and Paul Hale, 7.

3 4 1 4  4

Did
you know? There's a popular m isconception that tornadoes can't pass 

over valleys, m ountains, lakes or rivers. W h e n  th e y pass over 

water, th ey becom e w aterspouts.
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There is a new outreach 
program available in Lynn 
County for those struggling 
with alcohol'and drug addic­
tion, and for their families. Be­
ginning Friday, May 10, “Path­
way to Freedom” meetings 
will be offered at 6:30 p.m. 
every Friday evening, to offer 
a recovery program addressing 
these issues. The Pathway to 
Freedom program, sponsored 
by the Lynn County Ministeri­
al Alliance, is free and open to 
anycHie struggling with drug/ 
alcohol abuse, as well as for 
supportive families or friends.

The weekly Friday night 
meetings will be held at Sweet 
Street Baptist Church in Taho­
ka, located at 1300 Ave. J.

The Lynn County Minis­
terial Alliance represents 21 
churches encompassing all 
faiths in Lynn County that 
work together to share the 
love of Christ and minister 
to the physical and spiritual 
needs of their communities. 
Recognizing the continued in-

'nXM/nJOL

Brians Hernandez will be 
graduatlni from Wayland 
Baptist University on May 
11th, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.
She will be earning a 

Bachelor of Arts Degree 
In Justice Administration. 
She will be i^ognized for 
Academic Honors and being 
a part of the Alpha Mu 
Oamma and Psl Chi Honors 
Society.

Her family Is very proud 
of her accomplishments 
and loves her very much.

^ ______________ - ______La.

creasing trend drug and alco­
hol abuse in their communities 
has brought about the desire to 
reach out a helping hand to those 
in addiction. Extending addic­
tion ministry to prevention and 
advocacy addresses the system­
ic root causes that lead people to 
need recovery programs.

“The Pathway to Freedom 
meetings provide a Bible- 
based recovery program for 
drug and alcohol abuse,” ex­
plains Sharia Lee, who along 
with her husband Mike started 
the Pathway to Freedom meet­
ings in (October of 2013 in 
Lamesa. As part of the minis­
try, each participant in the pro­
gram receives a Life Recovery 
Bible that iiKludes reference 
points for people in addiction.

The Pathway to Freedom 
meetings s^ll continue in 
Lamesa, every Ibesday and 
Thursday night at 7:30 p.m. 
at Believer’s Baptist Church 
located at 528 North First in 
Lamesa. There have been ap­
proximately 1200 people at­
tend the Lamesa meetings 
since its beginning. Mike 
passed away from cancer in 
N4ay of 2016, but his legacy 
continues to be carried out 
by his wife Sharia and their 
church family.

Sharia Lee works in Taho­
ka as the LCHD Clinic Direc­
tor. She reached out to Lynn 
County Ministerial Alliance 
to begin the Lynn County out­
reach program, with the initial 
meeting ^  for Friday, May 10.

“Our local pastors can 
see a wide variety of issues 
affecting their communities, 
and they arc ready to call 
their members to faithful liv­
ing and acting in the world. 
This is an environment ripe 
for activating people in efforts 
to thwart the social cost of

J T e x i ^ f l a i n s  F e d e r a l
Just plain Texas... just like you!

Open for Business on M ay 6th 

1801 W  Access Rd, Tahoka

GRAND O PEN ING  CECEBRATION

M ay 17th

Reward Checking Auto Loans 
Visa Debit Mortage Loans
Direct Deposit 
Online Banking 
Mobile Banking

Signature Loans 
Share Certificates 
IRAs/HSAs

* * * Membership available if you 
live, work,or worship in 

Lynn, Garza, or Terry Counties,

www.texasplainsfederal.org

facebook

Amarillo 
804 S Madison 
Amarillo, TX 79101

Crosbyton 
522 W  Main 
Crosbyton, TX 79322

Floydada Tulia
206 W California 123 N Maxwell
Floydada, TX  79235 Tulia, TX 79088

addiction and ultimately save 
lives,” said Lee.

One way people can help, 
Lee says, is by donating the 
Life Recovery Bibles for the 
Pathway to Freedom meetings.

“We provide the personal 
size Life Recovery Bibles to 
those participating in the re­
covery program. Anyone who 
would like to purchase these 
can go online to Amazon, or 
Target, and look for the per­
sonal size Life Recovery Bi­
ble -  the cost is approximately 
$13 each,” she explains.

To donate these Bibles, 
bring them to any participating 
church, or to Lee at the LCHD 
Specialty Clinic, or call her 
at 806-201-5292 to make ar­
rangements for pick up.

According to Lee, an esti­
mated 22.5 million Americans 
age 12 and over self-reported 
needing treatment for alcohol 
and/or drug addiction, in 2014. 
By 2020, mental health and 
substance abuse disorders will 
surpass all physical diseases 
as a major cause of disability 
worldwide, she stated.

“Texas was ranked third 
in the U.S. for the amount of 
heroin seized by authorities. 
The amount of cocaine seized 
by Texas authorities was more 
tha'h anywhere else in the na­
tion,” said Lee. t.

For more information 
about the Pathway to Freedom 
recovery program, contact 
Lee at 806-201-5292.

Senior CitiiMS
LUNCH NENU

$ot a Storm Shelter?
REGISTER YOUR LOCATION

WITH LYNN COUNTY EMERGENa 
MANAGEMENT OFFICE (EMO)

This information m il assist the 

emergency responders in a 

quicker response with rescue, 
medical services and recovery.

If you wish tohavtyour 
information on tht list, pleas, 
provide your address, phone, 
type of sheiter and location 
on the property.

MoH, email or call information to; 

Lynn County EMO 

P.O. Box 1166, Tahoka, TX 79373 

Phone806-561-S244 -o r - email 

to: lynncountyemc#co.lynn.tx.us 

or stop by the office located at 

1627 Ave Kin Tahoka.

Daniel Hernandez 
graduates from 
Naval Boot Camp

David M. Hernandez, of 
Tahoka, graduated from Na­
val Boot Camp on April 19, 
2019 in Great Lakes, 111. He 
graduated in the top 3% of 
his Division 19-177, placing 
him 8*' of 400 recruits. He is a 

2015 graduate of Tahoka High 
School.

He is the son of Robert 
and Diana F. Hernandez of 
Tahoka.

DUSn JO MARTIN AND SWADE CONNELLY HAMMONDS

Couple announces engagement
Martin and Dina Hammonds announce the engagement 

of their son, Swade Connelly Hammonds to Dusti Jo Martin, 
daughter of Terry and Angie Martin of Olton, Texas.

Both Swade and Dusti are graduates of their respective 
home-town high schools and West Texas A&M University.

The couple will reside in the Tahoka area where Swade 
is engaged in farming in southeast Lynn County. Dusti is 
employed with AimTcoh Crop Insurance Company in 
Lubbock. The wedding will be July 12th at Horseshoe Knot 
Event Center in LublxKk, Texas.

Pathway to Freedom ... a  drug/akohol recovery pro ­
gram , caHed Pathway to  Freedom , will be offered every Friday 
night In Tahoka, sponsored by the Lynn County M inisterial A lli­
ance. Pictured here are some of the Alliance pastors, from  left, 
Gloria M o o re  w ith  Pleasant G rove Baptist Church; Billy Everett 
w ith  First United M ethodist Church of Tahoka; Pete Paniagua, 
LCHD Chaplain; Sharia Lee, w h o  along w ith  her late husband 
M ike InM atad the program ; and Cliff Holdridge w ith  First Bap­
tist Church of Tahoka.

t« ( • eFvrtvl 4*1 I**'
DID Y O U  K N O W ... about tornadoes s
• Tornadoes can abruptly change direction, or even backtrack, when 
they're hit by outflow wirHlstrom a thunderstorm's core. But most 
move in the same directions -  from southwest to northeast, or west 
to east.

• Tornadoes come in different colors. Some are white, while others 
are black or gray, or even red. They tend to look darkest when 
you're looking at them toward the rK>rtheast in the afternoon, when 
they're silhouetted in front of a light source such as brighter skies 
west of the thurrderstorm.

May 13-17
Monday: Beef soft tacos, 
Spanish rice, broccoli, com, 
mandarin oranges 
'Diesday: Breaded chicken 
tenders, baked potato, peas & 
carrots, strawberries 
Wednesday: Meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, winter 
blend veggies, apple fluff, 
Thnrsday: Liver & onions, 
scalloped potatoes, carrots, 
coleslaw, cake w/ fruit 
topping
Friday: Turkey pot pie, com, 
salad, ambrosia

Sunday is Mother's Day!
Stop by fo r  flowers fo r  Mother's Day!

Hfjsigu U out we are OPEN!

? u l l^  *«» (Hows will wry until ichool boat)

f t A  ! ' i « t . i,

Julia Allen 239-9517

BeddingFlowas Hanging Baskets # Vegoabk Plants
ih u lm a n ( i r iY iih m is c  in Tahoka '•

North Ave. L • T A H O K A

2«SW.I*J.87
laenM-liMa |

MONDAT
Enchilada Plate (3)(cheetc, 
chidten or beef-red or greeii
sauce) rice & beans.

TUESDAT
Three soft or crispy tacos 

Aen) ri

ar5»H49l

(bceforcfaickeny rice & beans.

WEDNESDAY ^
C am e G uisada Plate, Red or Green sauce, rice & 
beans, (2) com  or floor tortillas.

TUDRSDAT
Enchilada Plate (3)(cfaec9c, dikken or beef-red 
or green sauce) rke & beans

FRIDAY
Three soft or crispy tacos 
(beef or chicken) rke 8c beans.

SATURDAY
Texas Nachos

CaBkt your order to be readynhen you arrhrJ 
Visit our website: www.cardiscafc.com
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NATIONAL HOSPITAL WEEK 2019
Tahoka, Lynn County, fortunate to have 
services of Lynn County Hospital District

A b yJU A N E LL JO N E S

hospital is more than a place where people go to 
heal -  it is a part of the community that fosters 
health and represents hope. From providing 

treatment and comfort to the sick, to providing emergency 

care, to promoting wellness and physical fitness, the Lynn 
County Hospital and its umbrella facilities are central to a 

healthy and optimistic community. During National Hospital 
Week, May 12-18, tell those at Lynn County Hospital 
Distria (LCHD) how much they are appreciated for the 

compassionate and professional services they provide their 

community. The theme of the 2019 National Hospital Week is 

"Celebrating Hope and Healing."

Nationai Hospital Week 
2019 celebrates hope and heal­
ing, and the hospitals, health 
systems, and the women and 
men who support the health 
and well-being of their com­
munities through dedication 
and care from the heart.

Celebrating National Hos­
pital Week provides an oppor­
tunity to thank all of the dedi­
cated individuals -  physicians, 
nurses, therapists, food and 
maintenance service workers, 
volunteers, administrators and 
so many more at Lynn County 
Hospital -  for their contribu­
tions, as well as the staff of 
LCHD’s umbrella facilities, 
including Lynn County EMS, 
'Lynnwood Independent &  As­
sisted Living Center, LCHD 
Family Wellness Clinic and 

' Physical Therapy/Fitness Cen­
ter in Tahoka, LCHD Clinic in 
O'Donnell, and Tahoka Drug.

On lliesday. May 14, the 
community is invited to come 
hear a “State of the Union” 
address about Lynn County 
Hospital District presented by 
Dr. Melanie Richburg, CEO, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Tahoka Hous­
ing Authority Center’s com­
munity room, located at South 
3rd and Ave. K in Tahoka. Dr. 
Richburg will present an over­
view of LCHD during the past 
year, as well as information 
about their goals and plans for 
the future.

“LCHD is your hospital!” 
states Dr. Richburg. “We want 
you to think first of LCHD in 
all aspects of healthcare, be­
cause we truly have compas­
sionate and caring staff (rfTer- 
ing healthcare closer to home.”

She invites citizeiu to 
come to Tbesday night’s meet­
ing to hear how the hospital is 
accomplishing its goals.

This month marks the 
one-year anniversary of Dr.

Richburg’s leadership as Chief 
Executive Officer of Lynn 
County Hospital District. 
She moved into the leader­
ship position after serving as 
a medical provider at LCHD's 
Family Wellness Clinic, as a 
Family Nurse Practitioner for 
13 years.

“I miss seeing my pa­
tients,’̂  Richburg admits. “But 
without exception, there has 
not been one day that I’ve re­
gretted this move. Every day 
I’m nK»e excited to make 
people wonder what’s next at 
LCHD! I want people talking 
about us because they want to 
know what’s going on,” she 
said with a smile.

When Dr. Richburg first 
took over the leadership posi­
tion at LCHD, her new “office” 
was in a storeroom for the be­
ginning of the reorganization 
of some of the crffice facilities.

“When I started, my of­
fice was in a storeroom,” she 
laughs. “But I’m flexible, and 
eventually the office space was 
reorganized, and we started 
team building, making a stra­
tegic plan for our current and 
future goals with our manag­
ers and with our board of di­
rectors.”

Dr. Richburg is a strong 
believer in team building and 
strategic (banning. She is pas­
sionate about providing the 
best possible healthcare for 
Lynn County and adjacent 
communities, and excited 
about the futiue of LCHD.

She is, however^the first 
to admit that it is difficult for 
her to let go and “get out of 
the way,” to allow the suff to 
move forward.

“If you’re going to get 
people to believe in your pas­
sion, then you have to believe 
in your people, and support 
them. The hardest part for me

OR. M ELAN IE RICHBURG 
LCHD CEO

is getting out of the way,” she 
says with a small sigh. “Lead­
ership means assigning and 
designating, and then stepping 
back to allow them to do their 
jobs. You’ve got to choose the 
right people and trust that they 
can do it. That’s hard for me to 
let go, because I’ve been in the 
front line for so many years.

“I’ve been really blessed 
with our staff -  the things that 
I’ve asked them to do are turn­
ing out -sometimes maybe 
not as good as I’d hoped for, 
but we’re getting there. I’m 
humbled by their commitment 
to our mission and our vision. 
We’ve got a new vision -  it’s 
‘healthcare closer to home.’ 
We want to take care of all 
things health, and if we can’t 
help you then we will help you 
get to someone who can,” said 
Dr. Richburg. ,

‘,‘We have a strategic plan 
now. We’re building a good 
solid foundation. Our focus 
is four areas of needs assess­
ment -  employees, our service 
line, community, and finance,” 
she added.

The CEO explained that 
assessments of these four ar­
eas have targeted such things 
as a student work program, 
needs assessment on employ­
ees, patient transportation, 
pediatrics care, geriatrics care, 
a multi-media presence, com­
munity classes on a variety of 
health issues, and being pres­
ent in the community. In the 
financial arena. Dr. Richburg 
says that LCHD needs to fo­
cus on implementing the right 
infrastructure and reporting 
systems, using it effectively, 
creating the proper reports, 
making short and long-term 
financial goals, seeking grants 
and non-traditional revenue.

■IIParents. Grandparents. Annts & Gncles
^  your eohgntMim ad in 

by Wednesday May \9 
^  the graduittlon issue!

If you  w o u ld  like to  congratu late  y o u r  h igh  sch oo l se n io r  in 

The  Lynn  C o u n ty  N e w s ' g ra d u a t io n  is su e  o n  M a y  23,

send  $8.50 (for a sm all size ad w ith o u t a photo) o r  $17 (for 

a^^^d w ith  a photo), the  nam e  o f the  student, h igh  schoo l 

and  cong ra tu la to rs  n am es to  Box 1170, Tahoka  o r  com e  by 

the  N e w s  Office at 1617 M a in  St. o r em ail it to 

L y n n C o N e w s@ p o k a .c o m .

HURRYIDEMUNEIS
WEDRESDAY,iAY15.

This graduation Issue will 
include New Home, 

Wilson, O'Donnell and 
Tahoka senlorsi
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and implementing incentives 
to give to the LCHD Founda­
tion. I

“I can promise you -  with 
myself and the CFO that I 
hired here, with 100% confi­
dence I can tell you that the 
money we raise through the 
LCHD Foundation will be 
spent on a project that will 
directly affect and impact the 
people of Lynn County,” Dr. 
Richburg stated.

Looking back at her first 
year as CEO, Dr. Richburg is 
pleased with the direction that 
LCHD is going, and that the 
staff is buying into her vision 
as leader. She calls them her 
team, and she believes in them.

“You always wonder if 
people around you believe 
like you do, and you always 
want to hold that at the core 
of us there’s good. I think the 
thing that’s been the most in­
spiring for me is that I’ve seen 
the good come out, because 
people trust in what I’m trying 
to do here. If I say we’re go­
ing to do something. I’m going 
to do it, or I’m going tell you 
why we didn’t do it, or we’re 
going to try find another way 
to do it. And I’m tenacious. I’ll 
just keep askipg until we get it 
right,” she said with a smile.

“People really do care 
that work here. And, they care 
about their community. Most 
of us that chose the profes­
sion we’re in, did it because 
we care about people. So now 
I feel like they know they’ve* 
got someone that they know, 
foremost, that taking care of 
people is who I am.”

A team that cares and has 
compassion is, she believes, 
a good foundation for build­
ing the future of Lynn County 
Hospital District.

ThS pitch . . .  Tahoka's Braden Stone pitched for the Bulldogs 
In their bi-district playoff game against N ew  Deal, but N ew  
Deal took the 7-1 w in , ending the Bulldogs' playoff run.

ILCN PHOTO b y  C ary Jones)
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Marathon runners ... Tahokans Carlos M oralez, Sabrina 
M orales, D on Hilger and Kcisi Hilgcr all ran in the 2nd Annual 
Lubbock M ayor's  M arathon on Sunday, April ZB.

A T T E N T I O N
Citizens of Lynn County

[ LC H D  is Y O U R  Hospital! ]

CoMe hear our

state of the Union
address

Uiesday, May 14th at 7:00 p.m.
in the Tahoka Housing Authority Center

S.3rianiAioK • Tahoka, Toub

Dr. Melanie Richburg, CEO 
will present a look back at the last year, 

and how our hospital is doing now.
Please come hear how YOUR hospital 

is working hard to serve you!

Healthcare
--------  c loser to  --------

H i S i M E
Lynn County Hospital District

‘  1
i j

LCHD M EDICAL STAFF
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Sheriff's Office gets lots of calls 
during Sunday's tornadic storms
b y JU A N E L U O N E S

Numerous reports of 
downed power lines and water 
over roads were reported to the 
Lynn County Sheriffs Office 
and 9-1-1 emergency system 
during Sunday evening’s thun­
derstorm, and several motor­
ists called for assistance on FM 
1054 after flash flooding in the 
area. Traffic was stopped on 
US 87 and Hwy 380 during tor­
nadic activity in the county as 
well. No injuries were reported 
in any of these calls.

On April 25, a driver pass­
ing by the Wilson Cemetery on 
FM 400 saw a man hanging 
from a tree inside the cemetery 
at about 7:15 a.m. The man, 
23-year-old (Toby Villarreal of 
Wilson, was declared dead at 
the scene. Lynn County Sher­
iffs Office requested the Texas 
Rangers take the lead in inves­
tigating the case, which is being 
investigated as a questionable 
death. The case is still ongoing.

An accident was reported 
at 6:35 a.m. April 23 from a 
location at 926 CR 11, with 
the caller to the Lynn Coun­
ty Sheriffs Office reporting 
that a neighbor had struck 
her truck with his vehicle. 
The complainant was issued a 
form for insurance purposes.

In Tahoka, two vehicles 
collided at the intersection of 
the 1800 block of S. 3rd and 
1300 block of Ave. M at 12:20 
p.m. May 6, when a 2000 sil­
ver Lincoln Town Car driven 
by Judy Sepeda Hernandez 
failed to yield to a 2007 white 
Chevrolet C/K 2500 driven 
by Nathan Paul Garcia. Both 
drivers advised of possible in­
juries but refused EMS treat­
ment at the scene, choosing 
to go by private vehicle for 
medical treatment.

A gun and two sets of keys 
were reported stolen from acab- 
inet in a home at 696 FM 179, 
reported at 4:54 pm. April 27.

At 7:33 p.m. April 27, a 
caller reported someone stole a 
gas lid off a tractor, bix)ke down 
a part of the fence, stole a feed 
bank, tipped over a well wa­
ter tank, and tipped over some 
equipment at CR C and CR 13.

At 7:51 a.m. April 29, a

caller reported someone had 
broken into his white 2007 
Chevy pickup at 599 FM 400 
and had taken several items, 
and also reported that his barn 
door was left open but did not 
know if any items were miss­
ing.

On May 4, at 11:22 a.m., a 
push lawn mower was report­
ed taken from a shed at 102 
Aubrey Lane in New Home.

At 4:10 p.m. May 1, the 
Lynn County Sheriffs Office 
received a call from Lubbock 
UMC ER advising that they 
had a 4-year-old child in the 
ER with a dog bite that oc­
curred in Lynn County. The 
bite was from a family dog, 
and the family reported they 
would quarantine the dog for 
10 days and provide proof of 
vaccinations.

A caller at 9:45 a.m. May 
3 told the Lynn County S.O. 
that he had found a hawk with 
two broken legs near 2822 
CR Y. The Game Warden 
was notified, and the i n j ^ d  
hawk was taken to the ^ u th  
Plains Wildlife Rehab Center 
in Lubbock.

Tahoka Police arrested a 
35-year-old Lubbock male on 
charges of public intoxication, 
after being called to a location 
in the 2000 block of N. 2nd 
Street at 5 p.m. May 6 for a 
report of an intoxicated man 
reportedly trying to initiate a 
fight with a resident in that lo­
cation.

A 51-year-old Tahoka fe­
male was charged with ha­
rassment on May I after a 
man contacted Tahoka Police 
and reported the woman kept 
calling his residence, posting 
comments online and using 
his family photographer on 
her social media page. Po­
lice already had an open case 
against the woman for harass- 

flif^ t and added the new in- 
iibrmation to the report.

Lynn County Jail held 42 
inmates during the past week, 
including 23 for Ector County 
and 19 for Lynn. Local charg­
es inclutfed one for DWl 3rd 
or more offense, and one for 
temper/fabricate physical evi­
dence.

TEXAS Display Xetwork:
statew ide Advertising

C O L L IN  C O U N T Y  
N O W  H IR IN G

DETEMTI0\ OFFICERS
• HIGHER STARTING SALARY FOR QUALIFIED EXPERIENCE

• MEDICAL, DENTAL, VISION t  LIFE INSURANCE

• CERTIFICATION I  SPECIAL TEAMS PAY

• RETIREMENT WITH A 2-1 MATCH

• PROMOTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

• LOCATED IN MCKINNEY, TX

• TUITION REIMBURSEMENT

• UNIFORMS PROVIDED

$18,49
Hourly P.jy

$38,455
Annual Pay

GNTKT IS IT: GCMMOBCiCQUlCOHman

IPPLYMIETOMT
MIPK//ViVX4kCMItyGLill/|VMil/Upiilf1

FEEDLOT FOR SALE
ON 560+ ACRES

BEAVER COUNTY, OKLAHOMA
• 3,500 sq. ft. office
• Three steam flakers 

w/stainless tanks
• 80' truck scale
• 45,000 bushell grain storage
• Tw o cattle scales
• 30,000 ft. of concrete bunks ^
• Three shops
• Tw o hospitals
• Horse and hay barns 
> 60,000 gal. water storage

PRICING

4  •

•  m Seller is Licensed Broker

E Z i ^ i I i V N I ^  n o n s to c k
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REALTY bigironrealty
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J b r a r y
CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY*'

1717 Main St. • Tahoka TX 
(Intidt the Ufa Enrichmtnt Centtr)

Teddy Bear Picnic
A big surprise was waiting 

for the little ones who came to 
the library fur Kidspace. Be­
neath the trees Teddy Bears 
were waiting to picnic with 
the littles. The Teddy Bears 
served up a marvelous lunch 
and had a lovely time with the 
children. Because the Teddy 
Bears were tired the littles 
took them home for a nap.

Summer Readers Enter To 
Win A Free Pool Party

Win a FREE POOL PAR­
TY with Early Summer Read­
ing Sign-up. Babies thru 5th 
graders who sign-up between 
May 28th -  May 30th will be 
entered to win a FREE 2-hour 
pool party for a maximum of 
50 people at the City of Taho­
ka Pool. School age kids sign­
ing up for Summer Reading 
will be their 2018-2019 school 
year. The City-County Li­
brary is encouraging expand­
ing minds and imagination 
through Summer Reading.

Summer Kickoff
Save the date for the City- 

County Library’s Annual 
Summer Kickoff Friday, May 
31st. The FREE Petting Zoo 
will be back at the library 
from 11:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. 
While youjre waiting for the 
Petting Zoo to open, come 
inside and shop with Bella 
Thrift Shoppe, Rustic Sign 
Junkie, Heirlooms Etc. and 
Boots N Bows from 10:00 
a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Chick-fil-A 
will be serving up lunch at the 
Petting Zoo. Shop, pet and 
feed the animals, bring Chick- 
fil-A inside to eat and then pet 
the animals again.

Law Enforcement Torch Run . . .  26 law enforcement officers from  West Texas ran through 
Tahoka on their w ay to San Antonio, last Tuesday morning. It was all a part of the Law Enforcement 
Torch Run to  raise awareness and funds for the Special Olympics m ovem ent. Tahoka ISO Special 
Education classes and Lyntegar employees came out to  support these local heroes as they ran 
through Tahoka on the access road of H W Y  87. Tahoka ISO will be hosting a Special Olympics 
Track and Field M eet on Thursday, M ay 16th starting at 9 a.m. Special Olympics athletes will be 
represented from  6 area schools including Tahoka, Seagraves, Lamesa, Post, Brownfield, and 
Denver City. Anyone is welcome to come out to the Tahoka track on M ay 16 to  support these youth.

PCG alerts grow ers to importance of sourcing 
seed in Pima Cotton due to FOV4 risk ^

You are
23 Times

more likely to crash 
when you text while 

driving. Texting 
while driving

IS  ILLEG A L  

IN  T EX A S.
Is sending an 

LOL text message 
really worth an 

accident?

Park the phone 
when you drive.

by Mary Jane Buerfcle and Shawn 
Wade
from Plains Cotton Growars website

It’s planting time on the 
Texas High Plains, aixt growers 
throughout the region are sitting 
on “Go,” ready to plant their 2019 
cotton acreage, if they haven't al­
ready started.

A few growers have indi­
cated an intention to experiment 
with Pima cotton this season. 
as well, which raises a point 
concern due to the recent identi­
fication of the soil-borne fungus 
Fusarium oxysponim f. sp. vasin- 
fectum Race 4 (FOV4) in the El 
Paso Valley production region.

Before making good on that 
decision, represeiXatives from 
Texas A&M AgriLife Exten­
sion and Lubbock-based Plains 
Cotton Growers are encouraging 
growers to verify the source of 
the seed they intend to plant and 
avoid planting any seed that has 
been sourced from California or 
the El Paso Valley regions where 
the POV4 fungus has been con­
firmed to exist.

Due to the recent identifica­
tion of POV4 in the El Paso Val­
ley production region, PCG and 
other experts have graire con­
cerns about the potential for this 
devastating disease to be spread 
to the Texas High Plains.

“We want it to be abundantly 
clear that by no means are we 
discouraging growers who de­
cide to plant Pima cotton,” PCG 
Executive Vice President Steve 
Verett said. “Our concern cen­
ters around helping ensure that 
growers are one hundred percent 
aware and sure of where their 
Pima seed is coming from.”

Fusarium wih is a highly 
virulent cotton disease caused by 
the soil-borne fungus Fusarium

oxysponim f. sp. vasinfectum. 
This new Race 4 was first de­
tected in California in the early 
2000s and most recently was dis­
covered in the Upper Rio Grande 
Valley area in Texas, in El Paso 
and Hudspeth counties.

One reason this is especially 
alarming is that there currently is 
no variety of upland cotton that 
is resistant to FOV4, and once it’s 
introduced onto a farm, it will be 
a permanent infestation and there 
are no chemical control options 
for contn^ling FOV4.

Dr. Terry Wheeler, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research plant 
pathologist, said that a troubling 
point related to the potential in­
troduction of POV4 via infected

planting seed is that it would take 
at least five years for the popu­
lations to build to a point where 
symptoms would be readily iden­
tifiable, and that the introduc­
tion of the disease in the region 
would significantly limit the op­
portunity to maintain commer­
cial seed production in this area 
in addition to negatively impact­
ing yields in infected fields. The 
pathogen is easily spread by in­
fected seed and movement of soil 
infested with the pathogen.

Impact on seed production is 
a short-term effect of POV4, but 
long-term impacts include de­
creases in yield and overall abil­
ity to grow upland cotton unless 
resistant varieties are developed.

a
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Tornado approaching.. .  Laura Staphara took this photo of 
an approaching tornado north of Tahoka on Sunday, as sh t and 
har husband Darricfc and famHy took shaftar insida tha Utchan 
pantry in Darrick's grandmothar's hom a (GHda Taytor). Tha  homa 
and proparty suffarad soma damaga, but no ona was injurad.

THREE PACKING HOUSES NEARBY |

B L A T T N E R ^
E N E R G Y  f

Local Services & JOB FAIR— May 22nd 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Blattner Energy, Inc. will be hosting a Job Fair in Post, TX 
for our project in Lynn and Garza counties.

W e  are looking for safety conscious personnel w ith  experience or interest in the follow ing positions:

• General Laborers
• Equipment Operators
• Electrical Workers
• Tower Installation
• Mechanics and Oilers (CDL Required)

Interested parties are encouraged to stop by the:
Post Community Center 

113 W Main 
Post, TX 79356

From 10:CX) AM —  2:00 PM on Wednesday, May 22

If you are unable to attend our Job fair or would like to apply prior to 
the job fair, please visit our website at www.blattnerenergy.com.

All job offers are contingent upon receiving a negative drug/alcohol test result and a satisfactory physical 
examination. Field employees are subject to random drug testing and some may require a criminal background 

check and a valid driver's license with an acceptable motacyehicie record.
EEO Mlnoritles/Women/Disabled/Veterans

Cit

lOUl

http://www.blattnerenergy.com
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D E A D L IN E  F O R  N E W S  A N D  A D S  IS  N O O N  T U E S D A Y S

GENERAL
Bella Thrift Shoppe

1660 Main St. • Tahoka (at the red light)
■OURS: T im .  & T h a n . • a J L  • I  p j L  • W M .t -7 f J B .  C om ctccuil

JOIN US FOR ART CLASSES MAT 18!
city Hall Meeting Room (Former Lyntegar Meeting Room) 

SATURDAY, May 18th*
9-12 noon Oil Painting Clan with local artist Donna Roberson 

10-noon Charcoal art class with local artist Arlene Ohlson! 
2-5 p.m. Acrylk art class with local artist Arlene Ohlson! 

FREE Meal served after each class! Free bottle of wine to go!
CaU 8(16-548-4410 fiv OKMT mformatkn 00 Art Classes! $25 per dass!

SALES
Tool Sale

Saturday M ay 11, 2019 • 8:30 to 5:00 
309 9*̂  St. • O'Donnell, TX 

Senior Citizen Buiiding
John Deere riding lawnmower, 29 gallon air compressor, 
wet vacs, shelves, lawn care equipment, lawn mowers, 
golf clubs, camping equipment, tools, tool chests, many, 
many tools and other items. Sponsored by Senior 
Citizens Proceeds to to benefit Senior Citizens for new 
roof and repairs. .

Bella Thrift Shoppe
1660 Main St. • Tahoka (at the red light)

■OURS: Tiet. & Tkua. • a jL  - • p.m. • 1M . 1 - 7 PJL Comcieeiu!

50% off sale! Come see us!

HELP WANTED

Rrst Baptist Church of Tahoka is accepting 
applications for a nursery worker for Sunday mornings, 2nd 

and 4th Monday evenings, and Wednesday evenings. Pick up 
application at FBC church office, 1701 Ave. K, Tahoka.

Call 806-544-1719 or 806-759-4959 tor more information 
V  »

NOTICE
The City of Tahoka is currently taking applications 
for a position in the Water &  Sewer Department. 

Requirements include a high diploma or GED, a valid 
Texas driver's license, and must be able to pass a 

background check. This is a full time position with 
benefits. Questions about the position may be directed 

to the Public Works Director, Raymond Vega at 806- 
759-1222. The City of Tahoka Is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer.
18-21C

^ HELP WANTED >
Full time cleaning person for hunting lodge in Gall, TX.

Duties include cleaning all rooms, laundry, shopping 
for and stocking supplies, minor griaintenance. Full 
time p>osition with full benefits; health insurance, 401k, 
vacation, holidays.Needed Monday through Thursday 
32-40 hours a week.
W Call Riley at (806) 392-2118 is 3tp .

BUSINESS FOR SALE

LAUNDROMAT FOR SALE
Do you need extra income? Good solid operating 

business, requires Uttle tiiiK or labor. Building, land and 
equipment. For more information contact
Kent Powers 806-241-4015

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Upright freezer, gold 
in color. $75. 2009 N. 4th

ktaSiomSheltBr?
REGISTER YOUR LOCATION

WITH LYNN COUNTY EMERGENa 
MANAGEMENT OFFICE (EMO)

This information will assist the 
emergency responders in a 

quicker response with rescue, 
medical services and recovery.

If you wish to have your 
information on the list, please 
provide your address, phone, 
type of shelter and location 
on the property.

Moil, email or call information to: 

Lynn County EMO 

P.O. Box 1166, Tahoka, TX 79373 

Phone806-561-5244 - o r- email 

to: lynncotintyemc9co.lynn.tx.us 

or stop by the office located at 

1627 Ave. X in Tahoka*

Visit the

City-County
Library

located inside the

Life Enrichment Center
1717 Main St., Tahoka

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 
9am -6 pm ; Fridays 9-5

(closed 12-1 forhirKh)

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

' • '* 1

N EED
TREES

T R IM M E D ?

Call Joshua 
806-201-1663

A ir  C o n d itio n in g  

P lu m b in g  ft

Electrical

John L Wilaon
806-470-1491 Lorry Murphy 

106-474-7104

M-3777* - nMpantMX MmW PMntw 
MiM ■ etHMcal Connonr

fxcLBMTME - AC a n»Mg««tDii ConawH
WBndOCoriGWcSon^̂ iwl.oom

h:

^  help support smad 
businesses.

HAlfMANN
Heat & Air

If  s time for a
PRE-SEASON

checkup on 
your AC unit.

S e r ^ g  O'Donnell and surrounding areas. 
Your local service for all heating and A/C needs 

for the last 20 years!
Call todayl

806- 332-4513
l a l l l a l l M n

OWNER/OPERATOR

TEXAS Display Xetwork;
statew ide Advertising;

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

B o a J A n g e l

" 2 - N l a h t F r e e V a e a t l o n r

l o l r o o i f f l y

V w w w .b o a t a n Q c l .e o i M
\ — N H iw -io w t iw  neewteeweMw

A A  *  Be Your Own B o s s  *  w w 
C hoose  Your Own Boutes!

m U H U r C i m r t w t m i a B i w r a t w i n ir t i aB

lU Apply Online at 
www.qualitvdriveaway.com 

or call 574-642-2023

,WE BUYSffi

'a1
Both nofl-prociucing end producing

incaican9 iwn-nriKipOTm̂  noywiy ■iwwfi iPirvui
Provide us your desired price for m  otfer evahstion.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422

LOBQ MINEIULS, LLC
fO Im  UiO  • Ubbock. n  TMOe-lMO
LoboMineralsLLC9gmail.com

Professional Directory
?City-County Library

561-4050 • 1M7 Main • Tahoka, TX
Onik* ufr tMridmnU Crairr) 

MoMn-TlMndaT Vaa •b -Nomi, le a -M t m  
Fik U n  Vta <a-N«oa, IM -SM  p a

imaNET ACCESS AVARABU

Tahoka Plonaar Musaum
LttuU Wood, Mgr »Obl441-9$51 

1600 Lockwood « P a n  Fri. 6  Sat. 10:00-2:00

r
S A M  A S H C R A F T  

C R O P  I N S U R A N C E

HAIL • MULTI PERIL ~
561-1112 

Mobile • 759-1111

^ ^ O K A L A M B R O

TA H O K A  O FFICE 
1647 Avenue J  • (806)561-5600

MiSA M¥0T ntm inOM CO.
\  620USHWY.87

WILSON, TEXAS 79381 
PHONE (806) 924-7257

COOY DONALD, manager 
(XU80^1-S860

r ■MX. Janet Lara
S b  ncALTon
W  Can: eoe-sss-Tm 

oflica; Boe-Tee-azoo

4701 SLOOP 2 M  
‘ Lubbock, TX7M 24 

)anatlara#ramaxlubbock .com 
www.ramaxtubbock.com

• HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING, INC.

tall 8M-749-(00l (26tf)
for Tov heaiig, coobig u4 piubiig Mck.
Fraudlj ■̂ .eng tPw readante of Waat T#*ae anea 979

ANTLER 1
=  =

1913 US Highway 87 (West Access Road) 
Tahoka. T X

Space Availablel Call 998-4863J

Juiu

> v
Aurora 

Cooperative
A o H  Cnp TralKdm * S«di 

TBwAbpoit-TaiMika 

Offler 806^998-4060

mxXw Ommr'i ifWf a NM*

Pio-OonadCatsa Ptekups 
Buy • M  • Tndt 
Wtiolsuls • RatH

E-Ma« psreoZIlOaolooia 
Mobla (80e)S77.»1l 

BuMWsa (106)9864377

I.R.RASCO REY LOPEZ 
4461 AVENUE A 
LUBBOCK. TX 7*404

Advertising Fats!
Place your ad here by contacting

The Lynn County News
561-48M, LynnCoNews#poka.cem

Health • Accident • Life • Medicare 
Individual or (3roup

R o s s  M a s o n
Independent Broker/Owner

Ctll: (432) S28-9109 
Fu: (906)402-6061 

rostmaKmS9ayihoo.com
r o  Box 1290 
Tihoks, TX 79371

http://searchlubbocktxhomes.com

http://www.boatanQcl.eoiM
http://www.qualitvdriveaway.com
http://www.ramaxtubbock.com
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Pitching in .. . Lynn coun ty Com m issioner Don Biair arrived 
at com m issioner John Hawthorne's hom e to help w ith  cleanup 
M onday, after a tornado wreaked havoc w ith  the property. 
Th e  Haw thorne's estimated betw een 30-50 friends and 
neighbors came to help clean up debris. N o one was injured 
in the tornado, but the home, barn, and farm  equipm ent was 
damaged, and trees destroyed. (LCN PHOTO by Gary Jones)

Tornadoes ...
(Continued from page 1) 

windows blown out of a trac­
tor, ^ a rn  destroyed, and a 
stock trailer had been picked 
up, sheared off the top of a 
tractor, rolled over two pick­
ups and iknded on its wheels a 
good distance from the barn. 
The chicken coop was lost 
in the wind, and some of the 
chickens were lost. Three dogs 
on the place had run away 
Sunday night, and two had 
returned on Monday morning. 
Later in the day, a friend help­
ing pick up debris heard a dog 
barking from inside a closed 
storage container, opened the 
door, and the dog ran out.

“1 don’t know how she 
got in there,” Hawthorne said. 
“The door must have blown 
open, the dog ran in, and then 
the door blew shut. But she’s 
okay.”

Hawthorne sai^ that in ad­
dition to the tornado damage, 
there was some damage from 
golf-ball size hail as well. As 
of Monday afternoon he did 
not have an estimate of the to­
tal amount of damage.

On Monday morning, 
Mrs. Hawthorpe said an es­

timated 30-50 friends and 
neighbors had arrived with 
tractors and other equipment 
at their home to help clear de­
bris left from the storm.

“We want to thank every­
one who came to help us, we 
appreciate it so very much,” 
she said.

“I’ve lived here all my life, 
and I’ve watched tornadoes 
off in the distance ... I just 
never dreamed one woilld hit 
us,” John admitted. He said 
that there is an old dirt cel­
lar in the back yard that had 
collapsed and is unusable, 
and that he had just recently 
planned to cave it in and redo 
the yard. “But now I’m kind 
of rethinking that -  there’s no 
place to shelter from a storm 
here, and our kids live nearby 
and they don’t have a shelter. 
After this tornado. I’m think­
ing either we put in a new 
cellar or a safe room, but defi­
nitely something,” he added.

Closer to Tahoka, Gilda 
Taylor’s home about 4 miles 
northeast of town was in 
the path of the tornado. She 
wasn’t home, but her grandson 
and his family were there at

-••i'

-  -

Pole impaled in ground ... a  steel beam was impaled 
Into the ground at the hom e of Gilda Taylor northeast of 
Tahoka on Sunday evening. W hat's impressive Is that this 
Is a 14-foot steal beam w ith  a 3-foot concrete base, which 
tornadic w inds picked up and impaled into the ground. Less 
than five feet of the pole rem ained above ground.

(LCN PHOTO by Gary Jones)

Come join us for a

Sample PartyĴ
Tuesdayyl^y 21, from 10-2

V,

TAHOKA DROa
806- 561-4041

Monday-Friday 1:31 -  0:00 p.m. • Saturday l:3 f  *12:N 
t a i l  Main, Tahoka • www.tahokadrng.coM

the time. She said they hid in 
the kitchen pantry after see­
ing the tornado heading their 
way.

“It was really, really loud,” 
Derrick Stephens told The 
News. “Almost like a bomb 
going off!” he added. He and 
his family survived safely in­
side the home, however.

Some trees in the front of 
the brick home were damaged, 
the glass front door and some 
windows were broken, and a 
steel-siding garage had panels 
ripped from the roof and the 
door caved in. A shed on the 
property was blown away, and 
one of the 14-foot poles from 
the shed had been impaled in 
the ground.

“We were lucky -  no one 
was hurt, and all the rest can 
be fixed,” Taylor said.

A large portion of Tahoka 
was without electricity for a 
brief time period, and Lyn- 
tegar Electric Cooperative’s 
rural customers in the Draw 
area were also without power. 
On Lyntegar’s facebook page, 
at 6:09 p.m„ Lyntegar report­
ed that due to tornadic weath­
er, crews would be dispatched 
when the weather allowed. 
Another posting at 6:30 said 
there were numerous Xcel 
and Lyntegar Electric poles 
down and that crews would 
be dispatched when weather 
allowed. At 8 p.m., a posting 
reported at least 40 transmis­
sion poles on Lyntegar’s Draw 
substation were down, as 
well as numerous distribution 
poles in the area.

No hail was reported in 
Tahoka, but outlying areas 
saw some hail. Jessica Ash- 
brook, a rural resident about 4 
miles east of Tahoka off Hwy 
380, had a picture of a soft­
ball-size hailstone, which she 
says she picked up on her way 
to the storm cellar. She also 
had photos of the tornado, but 
fortunately the twister missed 
their property.

The aftermath ... This is the hom e of John and Lisa H aw thorne, whose hom e and farm  
and suffered damage after a tornado w hipped through Sunday evening, near Draw . Front porch 
posts w ere ripped from  beneath the front porch, and on the back side of the house, the roof was 
peeled off and a celling collapsed inside a bedroom . No one was hom e at the time.

(LCN PHOTO by Gary Jones)

Most of the damage was 
east of Tahoka and in the 
Draw area, with flash flood­
ing reported on some Farm- 
to-Maricet roads and County 
roads.

Ball for Billy Paul 
Fundraiser May 18

A fundraising tournament 
has. been set to benefit basket­
ball referee Billy Paul, to help 
with medical expenses after 
he was diagnosed with MS.

The basketball tourna­
ment will be held Saturday, 
May 18, at Lubbock Cooper 
High School. Boys and girls 
first through eighth grade are 
eligible to sign up. Cost will 
be $150 per team.

For more information or 
to sign up go to ballforbilly- 
paul.com.

• W here is Tornado Alley? The 
heart of Tornado Alley includes 
parts of Texas, Oklahoma,
Kansas, Nebraska, eastern 
Colorado, and South Dakota.
Less intense areas of Tornado 
Alley include parts of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Iowa, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Wisconsin, 
and Minnesota.

Topsy turvy ... a  tornado near Draw  damaged farm 
equipm ent on the John and Lisa Hawthorrtc property, tossing 
tfils m odule builder on to p  of a cotton stripper.

(LCN PHOTO b y  Gary Jones)

Radio tower bent... This
radio tow er southeast of Tahoka 

was bent to the ground, after 
a tornado passed through on 

Sunday evening. 
(LCN PHOTO b y  Gary Jones)
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A ll things are possible
It is God who makes us able

to do all that we do.
~2 Cormdtians 12:9

In the midst o f trying 
situations, there are days 

when we're so exhausted we feel 
like we can barely put on foot in 
front o f the other. The thought 
o f creating some semblance 
of a meal, or even getting out 
o f bed for that matter, seems 
near impossible. Forget about 
responding gracefully when 
people say or do ridiculous 
things. Forget about the project 
that was supposed to be finished 
two weeks ago. Forget about 
going to that event we thought 
we wanted to attend. We just 
can't keep up.

The good news is God doesn't 
expect us to. In fact, he doesn't 
even want us to. When we allow 
ourselves to be weak in our grief- 
filled moments, we give God the 
opportunity to show his strength. 
We don't have to be "willing and 
able"; we can just be willing 
because God is able.
Do you need a church home?
PleuM vWt one of the churches Isted on this 

page. May the peace and love of God, In Christ, 
be with yo u
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