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BOB EASTERLING
RETIREMENT
Come join with us as we celebrate
Bob Easterling's retirement! After
40 years he is calling it quits!
Sunday afternoon July 20th 2:00
to 4:00 women's club downtown
Rochester.
CREATIVE WRITER'S
GROUP
The Creative Writer's Group will
meet this Saturday the 19th of July,
at the Senior Citizen's Center at 500
E. Belknap St. in Seymour, TX at
2 PM. The group was pleased last
month to have two visitors from
Wichita Falls and in May Dr. Joe
Miller of Wichita Falls brought our
program. We welcome all visitors.
Please join us.
K.C.R.A 2ND ANNUAL

©

- RANCH RODEO AND OPEN

BRONC RIDING

Knox City, Texas July 25th and
26th. Begins at 7pm both nights.
Ranch Rodeo: $500 per team
(team of 4 or 5). Open Ranch
Bronc Riding: $100 per man.
Only taking first 20 entries for
rodeo and bronc riding. For
more information call: Riley
Carver 940-256-1866, Tony
Hunter 940-256-8807 or Andy
Paul Jones 940-256-1050. Come
join the fun at the Watermelon
Festival and Rodeo.

WATERMELON FESTIVAL

The Chamber of Commerce
announces the 20th Annual Donald
Johnson Seedless Watermelon
Festival July 26, 2008. Plans are
shaping up for a fun filled day in the
park, beginning with a Parade on
Saturday, followed by the Classic
Car Show, activities for the kids,
various vendors and booths in the
city park. Mark the date and tell
your family and friends.

JOHN WESLEY ADVENTURE

SERIES
Knox City & Benjamin United
Methodist Churches will be host-
ing the Amazing John Wesley
Adventure Series on July 27-29,

2008 at the Knox City First United
Methodist Church at 406 SE 2nd
Street. Dr. Rev. Tom Fuller, General
Evangelist for the United Methodist
Church will present the series start-
ing on Sunday morning at 11:00
a.m. during the regular church ser-
vice and each evening at 6:30 p.m.
A meal will be provided prior to
each of the evening programs. The
Amazing John Wesley Adventure
is a concentrated, three day pre-
sentation Dr. Fuller brings to local
churches, on the life and beliefs of
John Wesley. The public is invited
to attend. Please call Knox City
FUMC office (940)658-3517 if you
plan to attend or need more infor-
mation.

- O’BRIEN HOMECOMING
Mark your calendar and check your
mail---the O’Brien Homecoming is
scheduled for October 10-12, 2008.
If you are an O’Brien Ex-Student
or O’Brien Ex-Teacher please share
your email and postal address with
us. ‘We want to keep you informed
about the Homecoming this year.
Email: derobe@srcaccess.net Or
O’Brien Homecoming Committee
P. O. Box 11 O’Brien, TX 79539 -

Proudly Serwng Knox and King Counties
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"The Watermelon Festival

Is Almost Here

As you can see throughout town Knox City is gearing up for the
20th Annual Donald Johnson Watermelon Festival, which is going
to be held on Saturday, July 26. Events are to begin at 9:00 am with
a parade.

Everyone is invited and encouraged to come participate in the
parade including Businesses, Individuals, Groups, Organizations,
Clubs, Churches, Bicycles, Classic Cars, Motorcycles, "Horses,
Golf Carts, Classes, ect. Categories for the parade include, Best
Decorated, Most Original, Best Business, Best Out of Town, and
What were you thinking? The Grand Marshals in the parade are the
members of The Ministerial Alliance.

The festivities at the the park will begin at 10:00 am which will
feature Arts and Crafts Booths, Food Booths, Free Swimming, Free
Watermelon Slices, Watermelon Eating Contest, Classic Car Show.
A bounce house, whizzer, giant slide, ring the bell, indian rope, spin-
ning tubs of fun, octopus ride, ferris wheel and more will be avail-
able for the kids to participate in throughout the day.

Activities include something for every age group. For those inter-
ested in a fun game of horseshoes or Washers, a tournament for both
games will be held. Please contact the Chamber office to enter or for
more information regarding the tournaments.

Melon Money Drawings are at various times throughout the day.
Shopping downtown will enter you in the drawings, every $10.00
spent gets you one chance closer to winning. You must be present
to win.

The Classic Car Show sponsored by Bailey Toliver in Haskell
will be going on all day. Judging for the Car Show will be at 12:30
pm. To enter the show please contact the Chamber office at 658-
3442. Awards are set to be held at approximately 3:00 pm.

Live music will be performed by Glory Band, Becky Kinninburgh,
and Country Recording Artist Gary Helms. Closing out the festivi-
ties is going to be a Street Dance from 8:00 pm - 11:00 pm featuring
Battle of the Bands winner "Brazos Stone". You can check out their
myspace at www.myspace.com/brazosstone. The Street Dance is
sponsored by Citizens Bank of Knox City.

Don't forget to get your 20th Annual Donald Johnson Watermelon
Festival t-shirt which is available at The Chamber Office, Knox City
Florist, Peppers, or Counts Real Estate. The shirts are $12 add $2
for each X after XL.

The Chamber Board needs your help! Volunteers are needed for
various activities including slicing melons, set up and clean up, run-
ning the 'bounce house', driving the watermelon train, and more.
Step up and contribute your time and energy! The Festival depends
on YOU!

E Main St.
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Knox 4-H'ers Compete at
Centennial Texas 4-H Roundup

Trimble

Knox County 4- H had two
judgers compete at the 2008
Texas 4-H Roundup in College
Station.

This year’s roundup was
a special occasion because it
marked 4-H’s 100th birthday.
4-H is a national organization
which has been teaching young

people across America leader-

ship, citizenship and life skills
for over 100 years.

There are more than 7 million
members from eight to eighteen
years of age involved in 4-H.

Samantha Esquivel and Cody
Trimble were fortunate enough
to be invited to the Centennial
Celebration to partake in this
year’s State 4-H Contests.
Esquivel qualified for State by
placing 2nd High Individual at
the District 3 Range and Pasture

Grass Identification Contest in
Breckenridge.

“During the contest, Samantha
had to identify and classify 40 to
50 live or mounted grass speci-
mens according to their life
span, season of growth, origin,
and grazing value for livestock
and wildlife.

‘She did a great job this year

-and she plans on winning the

entire contest next year.

Trimble qualified for the
State Livestock Judging Contest
by placing High Individual
Overall at the District 3
Livestock Judging Contest in
Weatherford.

The livestock contest was
made up of eight classes consist-
ing of three beef, two sheep, and
three swine. Cody had to place
all of the classes and then give

< §
Esquivel

oral reasons on four classes.

Trimble placed 6th High
Individual Overall and was 3rd
High Point in reasons and beef.

Knox 4-H would like to thank
Livestock Judging Coach Tim
Trimble and Grass ID Coach
Rudy Esquivel for all their time,
patience, and support.

SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Educational programs of the
Texas  AgriLife = Extension
Service are open to all citizens
without regard to race, color,
sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin.

Individuals with disabilities
who require an auxiliary aid,
service or accommodation in or-
der to participate in a meeting or
program are encouraged to con-
tact the Knox County Extension
office at (940)459-2651.

Knox City, |

In Taking Aim
At Credit-
Card Fees,

Congress Shoots

Consumers In

The Foot

By James Terry

Americans hold nearly $1 tril-
lion in credit—c\ard debt, accord-
ing to data just released by the
Federal Reserve. Now Congress
wants to make that burden even
heavier. Some misguided law-
makers are pushing legislation
that would saddle consumers
with fees that retailers don't want
to pay.

Under the deceptively named
" Credit Card Fair Fee "Congress
would effectively fix the rates

that merchants pay to accept

13181 FM 2701
HoME 1s A MUST SEE. ONE OF THE BEST IN KNox CITY. JUST REMODELED. 3
BEDROOM, 2 BATH, LARGE DEN, LARGE FORMAL LIVING. 11 ACRES IRRIGATED, 3

WATER WELLS, CIT WATER, BARN, 19 PECAN TREES, 19 PINE TREES. $194.900
Jerry Manske 325-370-3063

¥ ISEYMOUR MEDICALSUPPEY

| “Home Town Service You Deserve!” | 2L ® O
[10W. REIMAN * SEYMOUR,TEXAS 76380 ¢ CATHY HOSTAS AND DENISE ALLEN * 24 HOURS A DAY /7 DAYS A WEEK °* 940-889-6060 ¢ 1 866 889-1076

credit cards.

That'd be good news for re-
tailers. But it would be disas-
trous for consumers, who could
see the fees on everything from
their credit cards to their check-
ingaccounts rise.

~ To see why congressional in-
tervention would harm consum-
ers, it's important to understand
how credit- and debit-card trans-
actions work. When you swipe a
card at the local store, the stor-
eowner typically keeps just over
98 percent of the purchase price.
The remaining 2 percent goes
from the retailer's bank to the
bank that issued your card, or
perhaps your local bank or credit
union. It's called an "interchange
fee." Why do retailers accept this
cost?

For starters, credit card trans-
actions are guaranteed and se-
cure.

Storeowners don't have to
worry about a consumer's check
bouncing, extending credit, or

M See Credit Card on Page 8

e
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Governor Touts Survey Showing Texas Best State For Business

State Capital
HIGHLIGHTS

i

By Ed Sterling
AUSTIN - Gov. Rick Perry,
on his Web site July 9, pub-
lished that "Texas Is America's
Top State for Business," citing
results of the CNBC "Top States
for Business 2008" survey.

The survey scored each state
on 40 different measures of
competitiveness, using publicly
available data.

Among measures used in the
survey: cost of doing business,
workforce, economy, educa-
tion, quality of life, technology
and innovation, transportation,
cost of living, business friendli-

ness and access to capital.

Texas' strongest showings
were in economy, technology
and innovation, transportation
and cost of living.

Meanwhile, state
Comptroller Susan Combs, had
this to say in her "Comptroller's
Economic Outlook" dated July
10: "So far, the Texas economy
continues to be in better shape
than most other states.

While we see a cooling in
the economy, there are aspects
like good job growth and rev-
enue growth that show the state
is faring better than what's hap-
pening on the national front.

"Employment in Texas con-
tinues to expand. From May
2007 to May 2008, Texas gained
about 238,700 jobs, which is
more than the next seven top
job growth states combined.
Texas accounted for 53.4 per-
cent of the jobs gained in the
nation during that time period.

"Sales tax revenue is the

COW POKES®

state's largest source of gen-
eral revenue. So far this year,
sales tax revenue is 5.8 percent
higher than the same period last
year."

Tape Of Arson Remains

Secret

Asecurity camera videotaped
the June 8 arson fire that gutted
the Governor's Mansion.

The Texas Department of
Public Safety sought a rul-
ing from the Texas Attorney
General's Office to prevent re-
lease of the tape, or copies of it,
to the public.

If the fire had been ruled an
act of terrorism, the tape would
have been deemed confidential
under federal and state home-
land security laws. But there
has been no such ruling.

However, the contents of the
tape may be kept confidential
under the Texas public infor-
mation law, because it is part
of an ongoing criminal inves-

tigation, the Attorney General's

By Ace Reid
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“Wilbur if you want to lose weight so bad why don’t
you eat what you feed yore ole cows?”

Office ruled.
Ag Looks At Religious Lit
Courses

The Attorney General's Office
completed its required review
of proposed rules by the State
Board of Education regarding
"religious literature" courses
that Texas public high schools
can offer under a law passed by
the Legislature in 2007.

Deputy Attorney General
Andrew Weber, in a July 9 let-
ter to SBOE Chairman Don
McLeroy, wrote that it could
not be concluded whether Bible
courses would comply with the
First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution and that the attor-
ney general's office is unable to
"preclear" courses.

Constitutional ~ challenges
may arise over the way these
courses are taught.

Ag Files Medicaid Fraud

Lawsuit

Texas Attorney General Greg

Abbott on July 9 filed a lawsuit

in a Travis

County state district court
charging a list of generic drug
manufacturers with reporting
false, inflated drug prices to the
Texas Medicaid program.

The lawsuit alleges that the
manufacturers falsely reported
prices, and as a result, Medicaid
reimbursed pharmacies at vastly
inflated rates.

The false reporting of drug
prices is a violation of the Texas
Medicaid Fraud Prevention
Act.

The lawsuit names Watson/
Schein Pharmaceuticals Inc. of
California; Alpharma Inc. of
New Jersey; Par Pharmaceutical
Inc. of New Jersey; and Barr
Pharmaceuticals Inc. of New
York.

Census Ranks Fast Growing
Cities

The U.S. Census on July 10
released data showing that in
2007, McKinney, Killeen and
Denton ranked in the top 10

fastest growing cities in the
nation.

In another category, numeri-
cal population increase, data
showed Houston added 38,932
residents between July 1, 2006,
and July 1, 2007, to lead the
nation. Joining Houston in the
top 10 on that list were: San
Antonio, third; Fort Worth,
fourth; and Austin, eighth.

New Way To Track 'Your

Money'

For Texans interested in,
how their tax dollars are being '
spent, there is a new Web site:
TexasBudgetSource.com.

The site is a project of the
Austin-based conservative
think tank, Texas Public Policy
Foundation.

Talmadge Heflin, a former
state lawmaker, is director of
the foundation's Center for
Fiscal Policy. He said the pur-
pose of the Web site is to bring |
greater transparency to govern-
ment spending.

Hutchison
UNITED STATES SENATOR, TEXAS

Equipping Our Troops For The Battleﬁeld - And The Future

In 1944 the Congress passed the
Servicemen's Readjustment Act of
1944, better known as the GI Bill
of Rights, which rewarded World
War II veterans with higher educa-
tion benefits paid for by the federal
government. As a result some 7.8
million returning veterans were af-
forded the chance to complete their
education and prepare for the future
- at four-year colleges, vocational
schools or agricultural training pro-
grams.

The resulting efforts and enter-
prise of these veterans allowed the
United States ©¢onomy ' to” flour-
ish and laid the foundation for the
technological, industrial and agri-
cultural boom that would last for
decades.

The men and women of to-
day's military match the service,
valor, and sacrifice of that Greatest
Generation. Up until very recently,
however, some of the benefits our
active duty troops and veterans de-
pend on for their education have
not kept pace with rising education
costs, or the needs of military fami-
lies. They deserve benefits that will
place a prosperous future within
their grasp - whether in career mili-
tary service or in the civilian job
market. A substantial enhancement
of our veterans' financial assistance
has been long overdue.

In June, Congress passed, and
the President signed into law, an
emergency funding bill that includ-
ed a sweeping measure to provide
expanded education benefits to
educate and equip our troops and
veterans and their loved ones for

future opportunities.

I am pleased that the legislation
addressed an inequity that I have
actively worked in the Senate to
correct - the transferability of edu-
cation benefits to veterans' family
members. For more than a decade,
troops and veterans have implored
Congress to extend these benefits to
military families. In 2005, the Army
launched a pilot program allowing
GI Bill funds to be transferred to the
spouse of a service member with a
critical skill. Although a good start,
the .provision. was restrictive. and
limited transferability to a marrow
group of beneficiaries.

The new GI Bill will allow a
broader group of military person-
nel to transfer up to half of their
unused benefits to their spouse or
child after six years of service and
the full amount after ten years. In
January, I introduced the Education
Assistance Transferability Act
of 2008, a separate bill that goes
even further by allowing any ser-
vice member - active duty, Guard
or Reserve - who has paid into the
GI Bill program the ability to trans-
fer education benefits to his or her
spouse or child once the service
member has served six years and
commits to additional service.

The revised GI Bill that passed
broadens education benefits for all
active duty military personnel, as
well as eligible activated National
Guard and Reserve members, who
have paid into it and have served at
least three years since September
11, 2001. Veterans may receive ed-

ucational benefits along with a cost

of living stipend.

The law doubles the value of
education assistance, and restores
today's veterans' benefits to the lev-
els of aid that enabled World War II
veterans to thrive.

The bill signed by the President
also included a provision I authored
to forgive VA debts that are owed
by the courageous service men
and women who have lost their
lives in combat. Previously, the VA
Secretary was required by law to
notify the fallen hero's family of the
outstanding. debt, most commenly
educational payments, and attempt
to collect it.

It was unconscionable to com-
pound the grief of military families
with this insensitive requirement.

Finally, this bill will fund op-
erations in two theaters of conflict
well into 2009. It will provide our
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan the
resources and equipment they need
to complete their mission and to
help safeguard our nation from the
violent threat of global terrorism.

In a time of war, when our na-
tion's servicemen and women are
bravely carrying out the Global War
on Terror, it’is critical that lawmak- .
ers come together and stand behind
our troops.

With passage of this legislation,
Congress has provided our out-
standing military service men and
women, and their families who sac-
rifice so much, what they need and
deserve - both on the battlefield,.
and for their futures. .

Kay Bailey Hutchison is the se-|
nior U.S. Senator from Texas.
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ACROSS
1 Amarillo TV station
5 this Baldwin didn't
leave U.S. after
George W. election
6 in Starr Co. on 83
7 TXism: "shaking
like _ ___ dog"
8 State Fair sight:
“Big _u
9 TX Blue Bell
ingredient
16 Estrada of "Border
Blues" with TX-
born Gary Busey
18 got shutout
21 Gov. _ _ Culberson
22 fancy party
23 TX Busey '88 film:
"___ of Piracy"
24 Arbor Day activity:
v itree
30 noted bluebonnet
painter, TX Julian
34 Buna h.s. class
35 TXism: "feel like |
had a long drop on
3 rope"
(sore throat)
36 TX Storm who was
"Margie" on TV
37 TXism: "keeping
my eyeballs peeled"
39 Houston mayor
('92-'98)
43 soothing ointment
44 one who works
with horses
45 TXism: "can a
donkey fly?"
46 conipetes
47 TXism: "tight enough
toplokete et
__"(good fence)

49 young birds of prey

52 site for h.s. B-Ball

53 "7" preceder for
agent James Bond

54 TXism: "heavy as
the front end of a
John "

55 product pushers

58 Dodge engines

59 patriotic song"___
Bless the USA"

The Original

CROSSWORD

TEXAS

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2008 by Orbison Bros.

60 had some chicken

fried steak

61 "Texas

Lady" was a
___ Paul tune

DOWN

1 martial art
2 bluebonnet is the

state
3 in Brownsville: FLDS site in TX:
"Consulado ___ __dorado

" 15 maiden name of

38 Cowboys in NFL?

4 TXism: "wouldn't Houston's wife

40 cable TV network

chase _ __ " Margaret

(harmless dog) 17 Weatherford h.s.
9 Cybill of TX-based mascot

"The Last Picture 19 to a cowboy, these

Show" (init.) are bandanas

10 TX essayist aka 20 Cornynis a United 27 TXism:"__ :
SR ; just fact"
11 TX-born Swayze 24 Gov."_ " Ferguson 28 famous Austin tree: 50 topaz & opal in TX

"dean of TX letters" senator
film:"___ House" 25 Sul Ross State

12 this Guthrie
supported TX Ron
Paul in '08

13- PSR e s o
a caged cougar"

26 TXism: "she

horseshoe"

was named after 29 hotel lobby often
this Gowv. (init.) 31 TX Jenkins who 56 TXism:" 5
wrote "Semi-Tough"
dropped him like 32 UT grad Wallach 57 portray emotion
33 a local KKK unit

before it was Spike
41 this Greenwood
wrote 59-across
42 rest area sites

48 TX Powers Boothe
isVP ____ Daniels |
on TV "24" .

Oak" 51 TX-born actor
Tommy ___ Jones |

eagle" (attorney)

theatrically
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ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Have you seen the movie,
The Phoenix? A group of ad-
venturers crashed a big twin-
engine airplane in the Sahara
Desert. Over a period of
weeks they rigged together a
single engine plane out of the
pieces and flew off to a happy
ending. That movie crossed
my mind as I shouted down
to Mel, “Follow me, I’ll get it
rolling and coast to the truck
stop!”

It all began Monday after-
noon the day before. We had
hauled dirt for four hours un-
til the F750 dump truck that
Mel had rebuilt and Elmo was
driving, stalled while trying to
unload. Mel popped the hood
and Elmo climbed up beside
 him. Mel is a windmill man,
well driller, mule man, ma-
[ chinist and tinkerer of heavy
k equipment. Elmo grew up in
Mexico and can make any-
thing run if he has enough re-

bar and duct tape!
- “A solenoid...” they de-
duced. ‘“Maybe the wiring.

Rats, ya know. Wiggle the
battery cable. Hand me that
7/8 wrench.” 1did. He short-
circuited the solenoid and you
could hear the starter whine.
It was 4:45pm when I headed
to town for a new solenoid and
rebuilt starter. We agreed to
meet at 6:00am next day.

Tuesday morning with the
new:: parts. installed and. the
handy 7/8 wrench they kept
it running until noon when it
froze again at the dump spot...
still loaded, of course. They
diagnosed bad ignition. Then
checked the fuses to find that
the fuel pump was blown!
Back to town for parts. The
truck ran for the next fifteen
minutes, allowing us to unload
and giving us the false illusion
that we had it fixed. Enough
so that we hooked up the trail-
er and loaded the backhoe.
Mel babied the dump truck
and made it a hundred yards,
where it stalled again. Diag-
nosis: out of fuel.

THE DUMP TRUCK

Back to my shop, return,
pour in 2 gallons, put in second
fuse, short circuit the solenoid,
and the parade of truck, trailer,
loader and two pilot cars made
it to the paved farm road,
where it gasped and stopped
again. Fuse blown, plus Mel
and Elmo concluded it was the
wiring on the fuel pump...rats,
again. I go back to the shop to

- bring electrical wire and black

tape.

When I returned to what
now looked like a roadside at-
traction, they had concluded
it was the fuel pump itself.
Plan: to circumvent the fuel
pump altogether! Mel and I
arrived at the Auto Parts just
before it closed at 6:00pm.
He built a detour fuel line that
began with a brass nipple that
screwed into the carburetor in-
let, followed 9 feet of rubber
gas line and ended taped to the
spout of a two-gallon gas can.

Back at the scene of the
crime, Elmo is waiting for
us. The two-gallon can is
suspended from high up on
the side mirror with baling
wire and the rubber gas line
wending itself under the hood,
around the moving parts and
carrying gas by gravity into
the carb. Voild. Third fuse
replacement, 7/8 wrench, and
we are on our way. In the next
mile it stalled twice more but
at:7:30pm I coasted the brave

little*dump truck the last’ 500 |

yards into the Truck Stop
parking lot. As we swung
off the four-lane highway
in single file, hood not quite
latched, and a gas can hanging
off the right rear view mirror I
thought of The Phoenix. And
of Tom Joad and the Grapes
of Wrath. I concluded that if
I had to drive from Oklahoma
to California during the Dust
Bowl depression days in a
beat-up Model A with four
kids and a mattress on the top,
the two guys I’d want with me
would be Mel and Elmo. God
bless ‘em.

DEADLINE FOR NEWS AND
ADVERTISING 1S MONDAY
BY 400 PM
PHONE - 940-657-3142
FAX - 940-658-3228

Cris Hacker
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1008 East Main

Knox City, TX 79529
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Cell 940-453-2447
hackerauto@earthlink.com
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Texas Teens Gather At
Capitol For State 4-H

Congress

AUSTIN — The Texas 4-H
Congress convenes at the State
Capitol next week, bringing
together some 283 young del-
egates from across the state.

Participants will learn about
state government by acting like
elected state leaders, legislators,
lobbyists and news reporters.

“This is our premiere leader-
ship program in 4-H,” said Dr.
Toby Lepley, who coordinates
the Congress July 13-16.

“The kids get involved in
role-playing situations that call
upon their skills as speakers, de-
baters, negotiators and collabo-
rators.

They get a good sense of what
the legislative process involves,
and for some it’s a life-changing
experience.”

Lepley said 20 to 30 delegates
from each Congress typically
seek additional experiences in
a legislative setting, such as
serving in internships, becom-
ing full-time aides to senators
or representatives, or working
to influence legislation as lob-
byists.

At the Capitol, the 4-H del-
egates debate in the House and
Senate chambers the legislation
that they’ve drafted themselves.
Bills that are passed are sent
to the 4-H Congress governor,
who this year is Loni Woolley

of Johnson County.

Those bills that she signs will
eventually be presented to Gov.
Rick Perry, to give him an idea
about what these young people
see as important issues affecting
the state, Lepley said.

“From time to time, we will
see a 4-H Congress proposal re-
ceive serious consideration by
our state leaders,” Lepley said,
recalling, for example, that a
4-H measure to enhance the use
of wildflowers along the sides of
state highways led to actual leg-
islation that made it happen.

Texas 4-H, which is the
youth development program of
the Texas AgriLife Extension
Service, has held the Congress
on alternating years for 4-H
members ages 15-18 since 1980.
The Congress has been support-
ed by four major donors: Blue
Bell Creameries, the R.S.M.L.S.
Foundation, the Ed Rachel
Foundation and the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo.

Texas 4-H this year marks
its 100th anniversary; each year
it engages more than 640,000
young people in an array of pur-
suits aimed at learning leader-
ship, citizenship and life skills.
For more information, check
the 4-H Congress Web site at:
http://texas4-h.tamu.edu/events/
txcongress/index.html

American Red Cross
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swimming lessons given by Terri Fletcher an American Red Cross

instructor.

Terri has been teaching swimming lessons for over 40

years. She even taught lessons while living in Edinburgh, Scotland.
When asked what the best part of g1v1ng lessons was Terri said

"Watching how the kids progress".

Swimming lessons will be held July 22 - 25 from 10:00 am to
12 noon. The lessons are $25.00 per child 4 years and older. To
sign up contact Melissa Eads at the pool 658-3431 or at home 658-

1016.

By Dr. Alex Mills

Mr. T. Boone Pickens is back
in the news, again. He’s sing-
ing an old tune — America is ad-
dicted to foreign oil — but he has
a new arrangement that includes
wind energy and natural gas.

“In 1970, we imported 24%
of our oil,” Pickens said in a
full-page, color ad in The Wall
Street Journal on July 8. “Today,
it’s 70% and climbing.”

He notes that the U.S. will
send $700 billion to foreign
countries this year.

“Money that is building their
countries. Not ours,” the ad stat-
ed as it unveiled PickensPlan.
com.

“It’s time to stop America’s
addiction to foreign oil,” the ad
proclaimed.

“I have a plan that uses
American technology and al-
ternative energy to reduce our
dependency on foreign oil by
more than one third — and it
can be done in 10 years,” the ad
stated.

Pickens believes that the
“Great Plains states are home to
the greatest wind energy poten-
tial in the world — by far.”

“The Department of Energy
reports that 20% of America’s
electricity can come from wind.
North Dakota alone has the
potential to provide power for
more than a quarter of the coun-
try,” according to the web page
PickensPlan.com.

“Today’s wind turbines stand
up to 410 feet tall, with blades
that stretch 148 feet in length.
In one year, a 3-megawatt wind
turbine produces as much ener-
gy as 12,000 barrels of imported

oil,” the web page noted.

Building turbines from Texas
to North Dakota would cost
about $1 trillion and produce
20% of electricity for U.S. and
another $200 billion to build the
capacity to transmit that energy
to cities and towns.

Pickens wants to take the
natural gas that is used to gener-
ate electricity and put it in cars,
pickups and trucks to back out
imported oil that is used to make
gasoline and diesel. Pickens be-
lieves that using natural gas as
a transportation fuel would be
good for the U.S. economy and
the environment.

It would be sort of a double
whammy for the U.S. economy
and environment: wind energy
generating clean electricity and
domestic natural gas replacing
gasoline and diesel that generate
carbon dioxide when burned.

“According to the California
Energy Commission, critical
greenhouse gas emission from
natural gas are 23% lower than
diesel and 30% lower than gaso-
line,” Pickens’ web page stated.

PickensPlan.com notes that
natural gas currently is less ex-
pensive than gasoline and die-
sel.

Let’s recap: use U.S. wind
to generate electricity; take the
natural gas saved from electric
generation and use it as a trans-
portation fuel; replace foreign
oil used to make gasoline and
diesel with U.S. natural gas.
Lower fuel costs, boost U.S.
economy, and clean-up the en-
vironment. Mr. Pickens may be
on to something.

verdriveintheatreicom - .

Connect to Customer Choice

AS THE ELECTRIC DELIVERY COMPANY that has been serving south and west Texas for over
90 years, AEP Texas knows a thing or two about energy conservation. While we no longer sell
electricity or send out monthly electric bills, we recognize this is going to be a long, hot summer.

Since AEP Texas and its 1,700 employees are directly connected to the many communities we live
1in and serve, we’d like to share some information on how you can help manage your electric bills
through active retail choice and where you can go for additional help if need be.

One of the best ways to lower higher electric bills is to shop around for a less expensive retail
electric provider (REP). Finding different offers can be done quickly and efficiently.

1) Visit the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) electric choice website at www.
powertochoose.org. If you don’t have access to a computer, you can call the PUCT’s
Electric Choice hotline at 1-866-PWR-4-TEX (797-4839).

2) Use the information you receive to contact different REPs to collect more information on
various services and offers. Also contact your current REP at the number listed on your electric
bill for other offers that may be available. Ask about contract terms and prices and be sure to
look at the REPs’ Electricity Facts Labels to make a good comparison.

Need some help?

TDHCA Utility Bill Help and Other Assistance
www.tdhca.state.tx.us/assist_energy.htm

Customers having trouble paying their electric bills and wishing to avoid disconnection should
discuss their concerns with their current retail electric provider. All REPs are required to offer '
deferred payment plans to eligible customers who express an inability to pay. REPs also offer balanced
billing plans, which allow eligible customers to pay an average amount each month yearround.

Additionally, many community action agencies may be able to help with electric bills or energy efficiency
programs. For more information, contact the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs
(TDHCA) at 1-800-525-0657, e-mail at info@tdhca.state.tx.us or visiting one of the following websites.

TDHCA Home Repair Assistance and Weatherization
www.tdhca.state.tx.us/assist_repair.htm

www.aeptexas.com

T


mailto:hackerauto@eaithlirik.com
http://texas4-h.tamu.edu/events/
http://www.towerdriveintheatre.com
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Orel LaMoyne Patterson

LaMoyne was born to Orel Lee
and Eula Veta Love Patterson on
December 18, 1917 in the origi-
nal family homestead located 5 2
miles east of Benjamin. He gradu-
ated from Benjamin High School
in 1935. He attended West Texas
Teacher’s College for two years
then transferred to Texas A&M
University, where he graduated in
1941, with a Bachelor’s of Science
degree in Agriculture Education.
He married Wilma Christine
Mitchell on September 7, 1940 in |
Archer City. She preceded him in
death on July 12, 2001. He taught vocational ag. at Mobettie, Texas
for a term and also was an assistant county agent in Abilene. In 1943,
the family moved to Johnson City, Texas where he served as Blanco
County Agriculture Agent for 24 % years. He served in the United
States Army for a few months in 1945, but was discharged from his
post to return to work as a county agent. It was felt at the time, that
his agricultural work was more important to the war effort than his
service in the army. LaMoyne moved his family back to Benjamin in
1967 to assume responsibility of the Patterson Ranch until 1993.

He was very active in the Methodist Church both in Johnson City
and Benjamin. He was a 32nd Degree Mason. He was a member of
the Benjamin School Board and the Farm Bureau for many years. He
continued to support his Aggies to the end. He spent his later years
going from one community social to another. Always finding time
for coffee at the Munday Dairy Queen. He also made sure to check
on the "old" folks at the Munday Nursing Home. He never met a
stranger and never had a bad word to say about another. He loved his
family, community and his Lord. He will be missed daily.

He is survived by: 3 children - Orel Lynn Patterson and wife, Lu
of Amarillo; Michael Kynn Patterson of Benjamin and Veta LaNay
Cash and husband, Freddie of Truscott 5 grandchildren - Danneva
Patterson; Kim Gray and husband, Brandon; Lynn Patterson and
wife, Candy; Timmy Cash and Jason Patterson and wife, Anna

8 great grandchildren - Chris Miller; Teri Miller; Jet Cash;
McKenzie Gray; Bryce Kelley; Evyn Kelley; Leo Patterson; Zoey
Patterson and Joe Patterson 1 great great grandchild - Evan Miller

The family suggests memorials to Benjamin First United Methodist
Church.
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J.C. Swearengin

J.C. Swearengin was born
October 3, 1936 to the late James
Swearengin and Annie Bell Rogers
Swearengin. He departed from this
life July 5, 2008 at the age of 72.

A funeral service will be held
Saturday, July 12, 2008 at the
First Baptist Church, Knox City
with Pastor Gene Ward officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in the Knox
City Cemetery under the direction
of Mansell-Smith Funeral Home. A
visitation will be held Friday, July
11, 2008 from 7:00 to 8:00pm at
the funeral home.

He leaves to cherish his memory his wife Barbara Martin
Swearengin of Knox City; seven sons James Swearengin of Hale
Center, Michael and Sean Martin of Lubbock, Earnest and Earl
Swearengin of Abilene, Lonnie Ray Swearengin of California, and
Regionald Swearengin of Munday; three daughters Ann Moore of
Morton, Ollie Pearl Swearengin of Chicago and Gladys Walton
of Knox City. He is also survived by twenty-eight grandchildren,
ten great-grandchildren; brothers Floyd Swearengin of Martin,
TommieSwearengin of Lubbock, William and Lue Roy Swearengin
of Midland, Andrew Swearengin of Odessa; sisters Rosie Rigsby
of California and Linda Faye McCrary of Knox City; and a host of
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cusins and friends.

Be not worried, JC will not be alone, meeting him in glory will be

his parents James and Annie; one son Robert Swearengin; four broth-

ers John Ed, John L, James Jr. , and Jessie Swearengin; three sisters
Annie Mae Armstrong, Dorothy Hill, and Melinda Robinson.

Rex Allsup

Rex Allsup of Lubbock formally of Knox City, Texas departed this
life on July 9, 2008 at the age of 55 years. He was born on January
31, 1953 to Walter Dewitt and Betty Bratton Allsup in Mangum, OK.
Rex attended Dimmitt High School and graduated in 1971. He was
a member of Gillespie Baptist Church in Knox City.

Those left to cherish his memory are one son, Jeremy Allsup of
Conroe, Texas; two grandchildren, Lena and Chance Allsup; and one
brother Eddie Allsup.

He is preceded in death by his parents; grandparents; one grand-
son, Jeremy Allsup, Jr., and one brother, Gene Allsup.

Memorial Service will be held at 11:00 A.M., Saturday, July 12,
2008.at Gillespie Baptist Church in Knox City; Texasuys. 1 =il

Cremation arrangements are under the personal care of White
Funeral Home of Lubbock. Online condolences may be sent at
HYPERLINK "http://www.whitefuneralhome.com" www.whitefu-
neralhome.com.

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED ABOUT THE END TIMES OR
THOUGHT THAT THE BOOK OF REVELATION WAS CONFUSING?

JOIN US SUNDAY MORNINGS FOR OUR NEW
SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES ‘

“@U NDERSTANDING HE END '
‘witH Tex Co>

~ SUNDAY MORNINGS 9:
308 EasT MAIN

“THE CHURCH WITH THE BIG BLACK BELL”

ABUNDAN LIFE
CHRISTIAN ({FELLOWSHIP

Jerry’s Plumbing

B005658C

Phone: (940) 658-3322

RELAX ITS RHEEM®  If no answer: 658-5305 or 657-3863

Get Fit, Slim and Tone
and Beat the Heat!

God’s

Promises

By .fim Reid, Pastor
O’Brien Baptist Church

God puts so many oppor-
tunities before us each and
every day. Do you wonder
why? Or do you not see
these opportunities? Many
people miss so many bless-
ings each and every day
simply because they are not
expecting to be blessed of
God. He so desires to bless
us when we follow His lead-
ership in all things.

Too many people be-
lieve God expects too much
of them. They believe
He makes demands upon
them; they couldn’t begin
to perform or complete.
Therefore, they choose to
ignore God’s activity. His
presence is all around us all
the time.

Perhaps the reason you
fear God’s presence or even
His blessings is that you
fear Him. But fear can be-
come a justified excuse to
reject many new opportuni-
ties. Fear is not a blessing,
but if you step into the dis-
ciplines of God you will ex-
perience blessings that you
never could have imagined
before.

Some people  refuse to
step into God’s presence
because they believe God
will make them more than
they have ever been be-
fore. Of course He will, or
He wouldn’t be God would
He? He will always make
you more than you are and
more than you could ever
be without Him. Would

you like to be more than
you know of yourself, your
talents, your abilities even
your personality?

God is ready to equip you
to be more than you have
ever dreamed you could
be and He will prove it to
you, your family, your boss
and your friends. If you’re

. ready, all you have to do is
to ask Him to show His per-
son to you and to equip you
to represent Him to a lost
world. Really, it’s that easy.
Read and believe His word:
John 5: 19-21 (NASB)

19 Therefore Jesus an-
swered and was saying to
them, "Truly, truly, I say to
you the Son can do noth-
ing of Himself, unless it
is something He sees the
Father doing; for what-
ever the Father does, these
things the Son also does in
like manner.

20 For the Father loves
the Son, and shows Him all
things that He Himself is
doing; and the Father will
show Him greater works
than these, so that you will
marvel.

21 For just as the Father
raises the dead and gives .
them life, even so the Son |
also gives life to whom He
wishes.

You can truly be God’s
children and marvel at all
He does through you! :

I pray that you experi- |
ence the blessings of God |
every day in every way.

AIR AG INC. Stan & Donna Wojcik
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Office 940-658-3744
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Computerized Tax Returns & Bookkeeping
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98 Hill Drive °
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L PAINT & BODY SHOP

From 1952 to 2006,
Owner Sterling Lewis has been proudly
serving the Knox City Area.

Day or night, the only name you need to know.
Specializing in major repairs, custom painting &
stripping, windshield & door glass, door & wheel

alignments, and frame straightening. We can also replace
those worn-out headliners! We UNLOCK locked cars!

COME SEE US FIRST - NO JOB TOO LARGE
OR TOO SMALL! 24-hour wrecker service
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Everheardof H.R. 64587 Probably
not, but you should.

HR. 6458 was introduced by U.S.
Rep. Jackie Speier [D-CA] on July 10
and would change the national maxi-
mum speed limit to 60 miles per hour
on highways, and 65 miles per hour
on portions of the National Highway
System located outside of an urban-
ized area.

All the time, at the local, state and
federal levels, there are items intro-
duced which can effect you directly.

. Unless you are paying attention,
" many just slip by unnoticed until it is
too late.

Inrecentmonths, T. Boone Pickens
has been in the media regarding his
giant wind farm in the Panhandle and

. the fact he wants to claim eminent do-
main on across a very large section of
Texas. 4
He is able to claim such because
of two items placed in legislation
" during the most recent session of the
" Texas Congr&ss
+  Despite the countless watchdog
groups keeping an eye on various
pieces of legislation in Austin and
Washington, items are occasionally
"snuck” in. Its not right, but it's the
' truth.
« Other items recently introduced at

b

the national level include:

Senate Bill 3227, introduced July
7, is titled Iran Sanctions Act of 2008
and would impose sanctions on Iran.

House Bill 6453, introduced July
10, is titled Schoolchildren's Health
Protection Act and would amend the
General Education Provisions Act to
prohibit Federal education funding for
elementary or secondary schools that
provide access to emergency postco-
ital contraception.

In the perfect world, it would be
nice to be able to trust our elected of-
ficials to look out for the best interests
of the vast majority. Sadly, many are
looking out for a very small minority
and are nothing more than agenda-
driven puppets.

Next time you have a few min-
utes, go online and check new bills
which have introduced.

A good place to start is http:/
thomas.loc.gov/ . It is a bipartisan site
and provides a load of information
about the goings on in both the House
and Senate.

Christopher Blackbum is the
President and CEO of Blackbum
Media Group, Inc. BMG owns sever-
al newspapers in Texas and Oklahoma

including this publication.

: y : .
Hanaba Munn Welch

Four days on a musical
dude ranch and what do I have
to show for it?

Three hundred eighty-four
pictures, not counting culls al-
ready deleted.

If you’ve never heard of a
musical dude ranch, that’s un-
derstandable. I made up the
term. It’s where you go to mix
'with working musicians’ ' who
'sometimes wear boots and white
cowboy hats and you can too if
you want to. You learn to play
an acoustic instrument of the
Western variety, the standard
‘choice being guitar or fiddle.
-You never set foot in a stirrup
.or get your hands on a rope, ex-
cept maybe the one to the din-
ner bell. There are no tender-
foots — only tender fingers. You
.don’t earn your spurs. You earn
‘your calluses.

I didn’t exactly go. My gui-
-tar-playing husband did. I was
just there. That’s how I ended
up with all the pictures. I play

. the camera.

I play the guitar too, but only

tuition-paying bad guitar play-
ers get to play all they want. I
know my place.
. So there I was, an interlop-
‘er (almost sounds like a ranch
term), surrounded by wonderful
opportunities to shoot musicians
— some young and photogenic
and some old and photogenic.
Click, click, click. I couldn’t
help myself.

Now that it’s all over, the
music campers have their new
skills and their sore fingers and,
in the case of the fiddlers, their
sore necks to remind them what
a wonderful time they had.

But they still want pictures.

Remember the days of film?
You took pictures until your
film ran out. You didn’t get any-

thing developed until you got
home. Everybody exchanged
addresses and promised to send
pictures and didn’t. It was all so
easy.

Now everything is digital. If
you’ve got a laptop computer
in your saddlebag, the sky’s
the limit. Take pictures, down-
load pictures, take more pic-
tures, download ‘fiore pictures.
There’s no end of the trail for
the digital photographer. Whoa
is me.

But that’s all right. All I have
to do now is sort through the
images and prepare to respond
to requests from 40-something
music campers to provide them
shots that show them at their
musical and visual best — all
with just a few strokes of the
computer keys and moves of
the electronic mouse.

To borrow an overused
phrase, it sounds easy if you say
it fast.

Meanwhile, since I took all
those pictures to the sounds of
Western Swing tunes, a new
version of “Faded Love” seems
appropriate -- dedicated to me,
the ubiquitous photographer:
~ As I look at the pictures that
you sent to me

It’s you that I am thinking of

As I view the people that to
me are so dear

I remember your blasted
camera ...

and how you were every-
where, clicking away, often in
our faces, an annoying presence
and distraction.

What can I say? It’s what
I do best. It’s where pictures
come from.

But next year will be differ-
ent. I’'m not taking my camera.
I’m taking a fiddle.

Remind me I said that.

The staff at the Wichita Brazos Museum has been working
hard for months to gather information on Knox County Veterans
whose names are not on the Knox County Veterans Memorial, so
new names can be engraved this fall in time for the Veterans Day
Celebration on November 11, 2008.

A new application form and information form has been developed
and is available by calling or going by the museum at Benjamin.
A completed application must be turned in to qualify for having a
name engraved, just turning in a name is not sufficient. The infor-
mation form is needed so information to the Veterans Albums can be
added. A veteran must have an honorable discharge and have been
a resident of Knox County or buried in Knox County.

Please call (940) 459-2229 Tues-Fri., or write to Box 124,
Benjamin, TX 79505, or email kchc@srcaccess.net, if you know
of a veteran whose name is not on the memorial. The help of local
friends and relatives of such veterans is needed so there are none
missed.

We also have forms for adding family names to the granite wall
at the Museum. There are a limited numbers of the granite plaques
available, so if you are interested, please call soon.

The deadline for receiving forms for engraving veteran’s names
on the Memorial and engraving family names on the Museum gran-
ite wall is August, 15, 2008. Willis Granite of Granite, OK., will
come here to do the engraving.

Other Museum News

The Wichita Brazos Museum is moving on, with all kinds of
plans for Knox County in the coming year.

Friends of Knox County Historical Commission, the board of di-
rectors for the museum at Benjamin, met at the museum July 8th to
make plans for everything from fund raisers to exhibits to volun-
teers for helping maintain the building and establish some themed
exhibits. A favorite standby will start the year with the homemade
ice cream and baked goods sale booth at Knox City’s Watermelon
Festival on Saturday,.July 26.

At the meting directors volunteered to make ice cream or baked
goods. Anyone who wants to help with the cost of really good mu-
seum exhibits in the future is welcome to call the museum at 459-
2229 to volunteer to bring baked goods or home made ice cream on
July 26.

The next event discussed will be a big, big garage sale and grilled
hamburger lunch on Saturday, September 13th, at the Perry Patton
Center in Munday. Nearly every year this event has pulled in over
$1,000 for building the museum. With the help and enthusiasm of
Knox County supporters an even larger net is being aimed at this
year to help provide attractively designed exhibits inside the build-
ing.,

The museum board has appointed a member to contact museum
exhibit companies about helping with exhibit designs for the Wichita
Brazos Museum. It is hoped a meeting can be arranged soon.

Meanwhile ideas for an area dedicated to the communities of
Knox County are being explored. One idea is to give each com-
munity a space in which to tell the local story. These local exhib-
its could change from time to time with local themes like school,
churches, veterans, pioneers, etc. One museum has worked out this
idea with six food tall dividers giving each community a distinct
area. Ideas and thoughts on such a project are welcomed. Whatever
comes, small exhibits to large, or themed exhibits, the Wichita
Brazos Museum is gathering speed and moving into a new era!

So bring your unused (but still usable) masses of belongings out
of your closets, attics, and garages in September and help provide a
financial base for some exhibits that will “knock your eyes out”.

An estimated 1 in every 5 vehicles on our Texas roads has no automobile insurance, but that's
about to change. TexasSure Vehicle Insurance Verification matches vehicle registration
information to insurance policy data, which immediately tells law enforcement officers and tax
assessor-collectors who's driving without insurance. e So, if you're not covered, better get
insured! To learn more, visit: www.TexasSure.com

+™ catches drivers without insurance.

Deadline for news cnd
sdvertising is Moenday
by 4:00 p.m.
Phone - 9460-657-3142
Foax - 940-658-322&

Traffic Fatalities Down In

Texas

AUSTIN - In 2007, 96 fewer
lives were lost on Texas road-
ways, resulting in a 2.7 percent
decrease in the total number of
traffic fatalities suffered in the
state.

In recent years, TxDOT has
provided hundreds of millions
of dollars specifically targeted
for transportation safety.

The 2004 Safety Bond
Program funded 644 projects
to widen narrow two-lane high-
ways, to install dedicated left-
turn lanes, to install median bar-
riers and other important high-
way safety improvements.

TxDOT*s annual Highway
Safety Improvement Program
also funds hundreds of projects
that improve highway safety for
all public roads.

Improving safety is our most
important goal, said Amadeo
Saenz, TxDOT's executive di-
rector. This decrease in total
traffic fatalities demonstrates
that the major investments we
have made in transportation
safety are producing real and
significant results for our citi-
zens. Every life saved on our
highways represents a real trag-
edy that Texas families have not
had to endure. This is a major
step forward.

TxDOT*s Texas Traffic
Safety Program also provides
approximately $50 million per
year to improve driver behavior
by decreasing dangerous actions
such as driving while intoxicat-
ed, increasing safety belt com-
pliance, and enforcing speed
limits.

Making sure the public has
the safest transportation system
possible is at the center of ev-
erything we do, said Saenz. It is
extremely gratifying to see these
positive results in part from our
implementation of the Safety
Bond Program. The ability to
issue these bonds has allowed
us to target high-risk locations
and get projects on the ground
faster.

The Safety Bond Program
allows TxDOT to issue general
obligation bonds secured by the
state highway fund to acceler-
ate transportation projects, with
twenty percent of the bonds ear-
marked for safety projects.

It is extremely encouraging
to see the overall number of traf-
fic fatalities decrease, especially
considering how fast our state s
population is increasing* Saenz

said. We have more drivers and
vehicles than at any other time:
in our history.

In 2007, Texas had more than
20 million vehicles registered.
The total number of motor ve-
hicles registered in Texas during
2000 was 14.2 million.

As part of its efforts to make
Texas highways as safe as pos-
sible, TxDOT has installed more
than 400 miles of additional me-
dian cable barrier. These de-
vices, designed to prevent head-
on collisions when an errant
vehicle crosses a median into
oncoming traffic, prevented 18
fatalities and 26 serious injuries
during the first year of their use
in Texas.

‘The American Association
of State Highway and
Transportation Officials recently
adopted a national goal to reduce
the traffic fatalities by 1,000 per
year. The Texas decrease in
traffic fatalities for 2007 allows
the state to contribute approxi-
mately 10 percent to this impor-
tant national safety goal.

TxDOT also collects and
analyzes crash data as part of its
mission to improve transporta-
tion safety.

The 3,422 traffic fatalities
suffered in Texas during 2007
means there is still work to do.

How to Stay Safe
Buckle up.

Obey speed limits.
Don't drink and drive.
Designate a driver.

Call a cab.

Spend the night where
you are, if possible.

About the Texas Department
of Transportation The Texas
Department of Transportation

* % K X %X *

- is' responsible for maintaining

nearly 80,000 miles of road and
for supporting aviation, rail and
public transportation across the
state. TxDOT and its 15,000 em-
ployees strive to empower local
leaders to solve local transporta-
tion problems, and to use new
financial tools, including tolling
and public-private partnerships,
to reduce congestion and pave
the way for future economic
growth while enhancing safety,
improving air quality and in-
creasing the value of the state*s
transportation assets. Find out
more at www.txdot.gov

For more Information call
TxDOT*s Government & Public
Affairs Division at (512) 463 -
8588.

k@@;é Wis @ ivff'@ [ @":Z?@‘.@ tcoum
9/4/0-6/5/7-3142) < 940
6/58-3228 fax

Blossom s Boutzque
Tues. - Sat 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(940) 657-4011
Late Appointment’s Available

quelling Linnie & Claud Bath & Body Productsc®

Lll Kil
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Increasing Motorcycle Sales
Spur Safety Risks

AUSTIN - With gas prices
topping $4.00 per gallon, more
and more Texans are trading
their gas-guzzling SUV*s and
pickup trucks for more fuel-effi-
cient motorcycles to save at the
pump. More motorcycles on the
road means more motorcyclists
may crash and ultimately die on
Texas Roadways.

That's why the Texas
Department of Transportation
(TxDOT)is launching a motor-
cycle safety campaign encourag-
ing drivers to take extra caution
watching for motorcyclists on
roadways.

Because they have less physi-
cal protection than passenger
vehicle occupants, riders are par-

ticularly vulnerable in a crash.

Federal officials report that per
vehicle mile traveled, motor-
cyclists are about 35 times for
likely to die in a crash than pas-
senger vehicle occupants.
Registered motorcycles are at
an all-time high in Texas, said
Carlos Lopez, TxDOT's traf-
fic operations director. We're
reminding drivers to be on the
lookout for the nearly 400,000
motorcyclists on Texas road-
ways, especially at intersections
where many crashes happen.
Starting July 14, television
and radio commercials and bill-

boards along interstate highways
will urge drivers to look twice
for motorcyclists.

The public education initiative
will run for two weeks, coincid-
ing with National Ride to Work
Day on July 16.

Co-Sponsoring the effort is
the Texas Motorcycle Roadriders
Association, which educates rid-
ers and promotes motorcycle
safety in Texas.

TxDOT and the Texas
Motorcycle Roadriders
Association have these safety

tips for sharing the road with
motorcyclists:

*  Look twice for motorcy-
clists * at intersections, entering
highways and whenever turning
or changing lanes. The small
size of motorcycles often makes
them hard to see, and motorcy-
clists can get lost in blind spots.

*  Always maintain a safe
following distance. Motorcycles
can stop more quickly than pas-
senger vehicles.

*  When passing a motor-
cyclist, move to the other lane
and allow a full lane for the mo-
torcycle. After doing so, avoid
re-entering the lane too quickly.

In 2006, 346 motorcyclists
were killed on Texas roads,
which is nearly ten percent of all
fatalities.

Notice of Public Meeting

CHILDRESS — The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
will host a public meeting, inviting interested parties to participate in the
planning and development process for various Public Transportation
Program Projects beginning at 11:00 A.M., Tuesday, July 29, 2008 at
the TxDOT District Headquarters located at 7599 U.S. Highway 287,
Bldg. C, Childress, Texas 79201-9705.

The public meeting will include discussion and prioritization of
the following proposed FY 2009 Program Projects:

Elderly & Persons with Disabilities (5310)

JARC (5316)
New Freedom (5317)

The meeting concerns proposed Public Transportation Projects that
will provide and/or enhance public transportation services for Elderly
and Disabled citizens as well other members of the public for the fol-
lowing thirteen counties: Wheeler, Donley, Collingsworth, Briscoe,
Hall, Childress, Hardeman, Cottle, Foard, Motley, Dickens, King and

Knox.

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who
may need auxiliary aides or services such as interpreters for persons
who are deaf or hearing impaired, readers, large print or Braille are
requested to contact Carole Mayo at (940) 720-7727 one week prior to
the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

TDSHServices Knox City

Immunization Clinic

Vaccinations for children and-adults will be available including
Hepatitis A, pneumococcal conjugate, polio, MMR, HIB, Tetanus
Diphtheria Pertussis, Hepatitis B, HPV, meningitit and chickenpox
vaccine.

A parent, adult family member or guardian must accompany mi-
nors under 18 years of age. A copy of the child's immunization
record, social security card and Medicaid letter, if applicable, must
be provided

Services at the Department of the State Health Services are of-
fered on a sliding fee scale but no one is denied services.

For information about immunizations, call the Texas Department
of State Health office at 940-552-8770. Housing Authority Office,
203 SW 4th Street Thursday, August 7.10:00 am to noon and 1:00

pm - 3pm.
Public Notice

A sealed bid was received on the following property:

In Knox County Trust located at Truscott, Texas Block 58, Lots
7,8 and 11 in the Elandel Addition, Parcel Number # 8538,

Account #01100-00010-07013-00000 further described as
being, in Volume 21, Page 250 and Volume 25, Page 165 of the
Deed Records, Knox County, Texas. The Knox County Appraisal
District, acting as trustee for the taxing units is offering this prop-
erty for sealed bid to all interested parties. Sealed bids may be sent
to Knox County Appraisal District, P.O. Box 47, Benjamin Texas
79505, along with a cashiers check or money order for the amount
of the sealed bid. Please put the parcel number on the outside of
the envelope of the sealed bid.The taxing units, owners of the prop-
erty, reserve the to reject all bids. If your bid is rejected, your ca-
shiers check or money order will be returned. Sealed bids will be
opened and considered at least quarterly. For further information
please contact the Knox County Appraisal District at the above ad-
dress or phone: (940)459-3891.

Public Notice

A sealed bid was received on the following property:

In Knox County Trust located at Truscott, Texas Block 58, Lots
7,8 and 11 in the Elandel Addition, Parcel Number # 8538,

Account #01100-00010-07013-00000 further described as
being, in Volume 21, Page 250 and Volume 25, Page 165 of the
Deed Records, Knox County, Texas. The Knox County Appraisal
District, acting as trustee for the taxing units is offering this prop-
erty for sealed bid to all interested parties. Sealed bids may be sent
to Knox County Appraisal District, P.O. Box 47, Benjamin Texas
79505, along with a cashiers check or money order for the amount
of the sealed bid. Please put the parcel number on the outside of
the envelope of the sealed bid.The taxing units, owners of the prop-
erty, reserve the to reject all bids. If your bid is rejected, your ca-
shiers check or money order will be returned. Sealed bids will be
opened and considered at least quarterly...For further-information
please contact the Knox’ County Appraisal District at tt C
dress or phone: (940)459-3891.

BENJAMIN NEWS

- By Galdene Green

It'sbeen a little cooler Monday
with a few showers and clouds
in the area.

Certainly no rain of any sig-
nificance but a little moisture
and we will take all we can get.
With the winds the usually fol-
low, anything we get will likely
dry out soon!

Sympathy to the fam-
ily of Lamoyne Patterson today.
Laymoyn passed away Saturday
at UMC in Lubbock after being
there two weeks.

He had undergone triple by-
pass surgery and just never did
recover.

He will be misses by ev-
eryone. His funeral was today
(Monday).

About our Il

Loraine Powers returned
home yesterday after a four
week stay (and heart surgery) in
St. Luke's Hospital in Houston.
She is still weak and has a god
ways to go before complete re-
covery but her progress is en-
couraging.

We need to continue to re-
member her in prayer.

Donnie Hertel is having a few
problems but told me Sunday he
feels pretty well.

Has an appointment with his
oncologist on Thursday and
is anxious to hear what he had

to say. Donnie, also needs our
prayers.

Lucille Moorhouse has been a
patient in Knox County Hospital
several days. Was better at last
report and hoped to be released
in a day or so.

Here 'N There

Betty Parker and Chelsea of
Aspermont spent Sunday with
her mom, Gloria West and vis-
ited her Aunt, Lorene Powers.

Sue and Dave Terry and chil-
dren of Dallas were here for a
weekend visit with her parents
Jane Gideon and Weldon Gideon
and to help Weldon get a small
trailer ready to move into.

It's about ready, Just needs a
little more work on the plumbing
and a few last minute details.

Jessica Moorhouse of Tarlton
State was here for a visit with
parents, Debbie and Mike dur-
ing the weekend. |

Reba and Charlie Momll
have been "running around" the
past few week.

They spent a couple weeks in
Oregon and this past week have
been in Colorado for a family
reunion. Her brother, Jim Cox
also attended the get together
with the rest of the family.

Jack and Mary young and
their son, Jack Jr. and his wife
Cindy of Round Rock spent a
few days in Ruidoso recently.

DEADLINE FOR NEWS AND
ADVERTISING IS MONDAY
BY 400 PM
PHONE - 94Q-657-3142
FAX - 940-658-3228

657-3521

The Knox City-O’Brien CISD is accepting
proposals for the following:

Property and Casualty Insurance Motor Vehicle Fuel
These proposals should be addressed or delivered to Louis Baty,
Superintendent at 606 East Main Street, Knox City, Texas 79529.
Proposals are due by 12:00 noon on August 8, 2008. Proposals
will be reviewed by the Superintendent and presented to the Board
at the first board meeting after the deadline. The District reserves
the right to reject any or all proposals and accept the proposal
deemed most advantageous to the District and to waive any infor-
mality in the proposals. Specifications or additional information
may be obtained by contacting the Administration office at (940)

PRy R

The Deadline For News And Advertising Is Monday by 5 p.m.
940-657-3142 « kcnews®@valornet.com

Thera-Gesic®

Woman plays piano for
14 straight hours after using

BEXAR COUNTY- After applying Thera-Gesic®
to her arthritic hands, Mary Ann W. played piano
jazz music for 14 straight hours. When asked

why she played so long, especially since she never

Become a Texas Department of Public Safe
T State Trooper

Now accepting applications

Paid Internships also available

___ DPS is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Women and Minorities are encouraged to apply.
Veterans preference is granted by state law.

1-866-TXTROOP(898-7667) |

Salary Range: 34,965 yr to 57,733 yr

FORECLOSED HOME

AUCTI

| your a

kcnews@valornet.com

ILet us help
dvertising
| nee |

: The Knox County News
j

you, with!

S!

L _ 940-657:3142 ¢ 940-658:3228 fax _

PAID GOI TRAINING!

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!

Stevens Transport, the premier refrigerated
carrier in the US, sponsors the total cost of your
CDL training! In 17 short days you will earn your

T—

CDL and begin your paid on-the-job training! Earn $40K first
year and up to $150K fifth year! Excellent benefits and 401K!

For more information, call
Ste el

800-333-8595

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with over 85 years
combined expertise.

took lessons nor played piano before, she painless-
ly replied, “None of your dang business!”

Go painlessly with Thera Gesic® THERA-GESIC

THG-08911

FREE DIRECTV 4 ROOM SYSTEM!

FREE 4 MONTHS
ALL 265+ CHANNELS!
Includes HBO, Cinemax, Showtime,

Business slow?
You need a boost!

are not accidents. Someone was not pay-

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., ].D.

DIRECTV Starz, Sports...Everything! ing attention. Maybe they were distracted OF  Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice
Ends Soon, Ask H . G e :
'FREE DVRIHD! The Knox County News g'fgkte?c\jnjlgztlfa(;rer "s?é’eﬁ‘;"fr“é".é‘snif o TuljlloddldeA&pDOdc};nL(;CI;C
Pkgs. start only $29.99 has advertising plans to fit any budget. b ol b o BB e iy T 1 ad Cr
oo Slcit Eh 0 Call us to find out burns, paralysis or death, have many under- e PEE FOR FRSTUISIT

CAMERON, TEXAS

1-800-460-0606

www. YourCarWreck.com

We're Local Installers!

Toll Free 800-214-7110

lying and life altering consequences for you
and your family. Our experience can help
you now and your family’s future. Call us for
professional insight.

940-657-3142 * 940-658-3228 FAX
kcnews@valornet. com
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County News Marketplace

HELP WANTED
"Rolling Plains Management
Corporation is seeking ap-
plicants for the position of a
part-time Cook at the Knox
City Child Development
Center in Knox City. All ap-
plicants must be at least 18
years of age and possess a
high school diploma or its
equivalent. Applications may
be obtained by calling 1-800-
633-0852. Return completed
applications to Rolling Plains
Management Corporation, P.O.
Box 490, Crowell, TX 79227.
Applications must be received
on or before Friday, July
25, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. Equal
Opportunity Employer M/E."

HELP WANTED
"Rolling Plains Management
Corporation is accepting appli-
cations for classroom teacher
substitutes for the 2008-2009
Head Start program school
year. Applicants must be at
least 21 years old, have a high
school diploma or GED, and
have a valid Texas driver's li-
cense. Applicants must be
available for training August
11-15, 2008. Applications
may be. received by calling
Lori Durham or Genell Brown
at 1-800-633-0852. Deadline
for making application is July
18, 2008. Equal Opportunity
Employer M/E."

House For Sale

- Four bedroom, two bath, two

car garage, brick house with
central heating and cooling at
506 S. Central Avenue, Knox
City TX. Will consider financ-
ing on a fifteen year note. Call
423-366-1433. if no answer,
leave your name and phone
number.

STRAYED FROM
RHINELAND
8 yr old Brangus Bull branded
"OX" on left side. If found
please call Julius Pennartz 940-
422-4880 or Wayne Pennartz
940-422-4785.

FOR SALE:
On Brazos River and Croton
Creek, 580 acres. Land surface
only. $1,100 an acre. For in-
formation call 940-658-3092
or 940-658-3807 or
940-256-0182.

HELP WANTED
Basic Energy Services —
Rental & Fishing Tools is
looking for a Dependable

full time shophand/relief
truck driver, Class A CDL re-
quired, clean driving record
required. Benefits and re-
tirement available, no phone
calls please, apply in person,
Basic Energy Services - Hwy
6 North, Knox City.

HASKELL
HEALTHCARE
CENTER

is looking for

CNAs
& LVNs

Must have state License or Certi-
fication, with good “people skills”
and a positive attitude! For more
information, call Paulette or Cindy
at (940) 864-8537, or apply 1504
North First St., Haskell

Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED
Booe Commercial Roofing Inc.
is currently taking applications
for roofers. Driver's license
required. Some travel. Must
be able to climb tall ladders.

Contact Keila Cude at 940-

422-4500

Garage Sale
Saturday July 19th 8 am - 5 pm
806 Aspen Street Knox City

FRESH VEGETABLES
FOR SALE
509 E. 9th St. O'Brien, Tex-
as.940-657-3946

HELP WANTED

Basic Energy Services — Rental
& Fishing Tools is looking for
a Dependable full time sho-
phand/relief truck driver, Class
A CDL required, clean driving
record required. Benefits and
retirement available, no phone
calls please, apply in person,
Basic Energy Services - Hwy 6
North, Knox City.

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK
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OTR COMPANY DRIVERS: Great miles, solo -:::I_
TexSCAN Week of 2,500-2,800 miles, teams, excellent benefits, T
July 13, 2008 medica, 401K, 90% No-touch 1.770-551-8287,  POOL DISTRIBUTOR MUST sel it entir
y 1), : s .+ nventory of overstocked family-sized pools! Hugh
truckingcareers@verteksolutionsine.com or visit: ,
AUCTIONS 31°x19” with sundeck, fence, filter, ladders. Now

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION: Texas
Statewide 250+ homes must be sold! Free Catalog
1-800-489-8503, www.USHomeAuction.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ALL CASH CANDY Route. Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy route.
30 machines and candy. All for §9,995. 1-888-
625-5481. Multi Vend, LLC.

REMARKABLY SIMPLE EASY way to earn
up to $500 daily working part-time. For FREE
mind opening report: Dry Tech, Suite CL14270,
8920 Quartz Ave. Northridge, CA 91324

DRIVERS

CDL-A DRIVERS: EXPANDING Fleet offering
Regional/OTR runs. Outstanding pay package.
Excellent benefits. Generous hometime. Lease
Purchase on ‘07 Peterbilts. National Carriers, 1-
888-707-7729, www.nationalcarriers.com

DRIVERS- CDL- A The grass is Greener at
PTL. Students with CDL welcome - excel-
lent training program. Company drivers
earn up to 46¢ cpm. Owner Operators earn
$1.41 cpm. meet age requirement, 12 mos
OTR, No forced northeast! Company drivers
call: 1-800-848-0405. Owner operators call:
1-877-774-3533. www.ptl-inc.com

DRIVERS- FLATBED 44¢/mile recent all miles
paid. Immediate openings. Peterbilts available,
1-800-771-6318.

DRIVERS STUDENTS: START your new
career with sponsored training or tuition
reimbursement! Possible $40K Ist year.
Experienced drivers, ask about $5000 sign-on!
www.ffeinc.com, 1-800-569-9232

JULY DRIVERS: 13 DRIVERS needed Sign-On
bonus 35-42cpm, Earn over $1000 weekly. Excel-
/lent benefits, Need CDL- A & 3 months recent
JOTR. 1-800-635-8669, Melton Truck Lines.

vsitrucking.googlepages.com

SGT IS HIRING OTR drivers! Call now! Driver
referral bonus paid to anyone! EZ money! Call Paul
for details at 1-713-674-4206!

HELP WANTED

CAN YOU DIG it? Heavy equipment school.
3 week training program. Backhoes, bulldozer,
trackhoes. Local job placement asst. Starting
digging dirt now. 1-866-362-6497

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL EXCHANGE
Representative: Earn supplemental income placing
and supervising high school exchange students.

Volunteer host families also needed. Promote world
peace! 1-866-GO-AFICE or www.afice.org,

MECHANICS: UP TO $20,000 bonus. Keep the
Army National Guard Rolling. Fix Humvees, Stryk-
ers, etc. Expand your skills through career training. Be
a Soldier. 1-800-GO-GUARD.com/mechanic

HOMES FOR SALE

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION: Texas
Statewide 250+ homes must be sold! Free Catalog
1-800-489-8503, www.USHomeAuction.com

FORECLOSURES & BANK REPOS! 4BR/2BA
$29,343 or $245/mo! 3BR/2BA §10,300 or $199/
month!(5% down, 20 yrs, buy @ 8%) These
homes won't last! For BNI listings call 1-800-
544-6258 Ext. 9847

MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high
paying aviation maintenance career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if qualified. Job
placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 1-888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers, Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if qualified. Call 1-866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com

only $799! 100% financing. W.A.C. Installation
extra. Homeowners call us 24/7! 1-800-852-7946.

REAL ESTATE

FORECLOSURE SPECIAL! 100+ Acre CO
Ranch for §49,900 Year-round roads, utilities.
Access to 6,000+ acre recreation land. Call
1-866-OWN-LAND x 4391

MEYERS CANYON RANCH, #27, near Sand-
erson, 153.76 acres, $295 per acre, Hunting. Seller
finance or TX Vet, with 5% down. 1-866-286-0199.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com

MONTANA RANCH! 640 acres was: $599,900.
Now: $449,900. Limited time offer! BLM nearby, great
hunting and views. Easy access and power. Call now!
1-877-229-7840 www. WesternSkiesLand.com

NEW TO MARKET Colorado Mountain
Ranch. 35 Acres-$39,900. Priced for quick
sale. Overlooking a majestic lake, beautifully
treed, 360 degree mountain views, adjacent to
national forest. EZ Terms. 1-866-353-48100.

PRIME LAND NEAR Ruidoso, NM. 140 acre parcels
from $995/acre. Power, gravel roads, excellent horse
property, borders national forest. May split. Owner
financing! 1-877-289-6650. www.swproperties.com

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

Statewide Ad............oc.. $450
303 Newspapers, 1,017,914 Circulation

North Region Only........$195
98 Newspapers, 276,893 Circulation

South Region Only.......$195
103 Newspapers, 488,623 Circulation

West Region Only.........$195
102 Newspapers, 252,398 Circulation

To Order: Call This Newspaper

direct, or call Texas Press Service at
1-800-749-4793 Today!

'NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt
contact the Texas Attoney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

[ CLASSIFIED ADS - CLASSIFIED ADS

srcaccess.net
Get on-line now!
Dial us up for
more
information...

1-888-886-2217
Serving
Knox City
and surrounding
areas.

3-28 tfc

DILLON GREENHOUSE
IF YOU WANT TO PREVENT
YOUR PECAN TREES FROM

DRIPPING CALL DILLION
GREENHOUSE 940-658-3605
4-3/DGl/tfc

LEGAL NOTICE -

THAT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 30.05 OF
THE PENAL CODE OF TEX-
AS - (CRIMINAL TRESPASS
SENATE BILL [l LEGISLA-
TURE), NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN THATALL LANDS OF
THE W.T. WAGGONER ES-
TATE ARE POSTED - SAVE
AND EXCEPT WHERE
WRITTEN PERMISSION IS

.GIVEN TO COME UP ON

THE SAME.
GENE W. WILLINGHAM
A.B. WHARTON
WE (54)

Knox
County
‘Sheriff’s
Report

1.Ford, Stephen Tyler 6/13/08
Burglary of Vehicle (M-A) Knox
County

2.Aguayo, Alfredo  6/14/08
Public Intoxication (M-C) Knox
County

3.Baxter, Matthew D 6/14/08
Possess controlled Sub. (F-2) TBC
(M-B) Ector County Warrants (
Knox County) ' _

4.Gray, Clayton 6/16/08 DWI
3rd + (F-3) Baylor County

5.Cumba, Oscar David
6/18/08 Assault/Family Violence
(f-3) Knox County

6. Machado,
6/18/08
County

7. Masias, Andrew G. 6/19/08
City fines (M-C) Knox County

8.Bell-Davis, Judy Kay
6/21/08 Public Intoxication (M-C)
Knox County ~

9.Coody, Eric Lynn 6/21/08
Theft (M-C) Knox County

10.Phillips, Joe Allen 6/22/08
Theft (M-B) Criminal Trespass
(M-C) Knox County

11.Porter, Robbie Daron
6/27/08 Judgement NISI DWI 2nd
(M-A) arrested in Lubbock, Tx
Knox County

12.Fobbs, Willian Earl Jr.
6/22/08  Assault on Disabled
(M-A) Criminal Trespass (M-b)
Baylor County

13 Myers, Joshua D. 7/01/08
Motion to adjudicate/ Deadly con-
duct (M-A) DWI Ist (M-B) Knox
County

14.Ranjel, Cervalo 7/03/08
DWI 2nd (M-A) Foard County
~ 15.McMorris Dennis Ryan
7/03/08 Evading Arrest (M-B)
 Baylor county

 16.Welch, Marc Slade 7/06/08
DWI 3rd + (F-3) Baylor County

Margarito
Murder (F-1) Baylor

( b Counts Real Estate N\
i g David Counts, Broker
- Marla Hawkins, Agent Patsy Gonzales, Agent
102 North Ave. A (940)658-3390
, i - Knox City, Texas
10 Acres $12,500
Lots of Trees, North on Hwy 6
- 609 S Ave F $112,000
~ 4BR, 3 Ba. Master Suite, Pool
300 South 4th $30,000
. 2Ba, Corner Lot ~
~ 1106 South 2nd St. $27,500
- 3BR, Renovated Bath
~ 308 S Central Ave $25,000
 2BR, 1 Ba, Tall Ceilings
1109 SE 4th St. , $42,500
- 3BR, 2Ba, 2LivingAreas
- 1006 South 5th St. $42,500
I; - 3BR2Ba
. Benjamin, Like new! $85,000
- SBRK ,:‘Z'Ba, Great Kitchen
Mundag ; ‘ $88,500
- 3BR, 2Ba, 2Living areas
\i ~ Wehave Hunting Acres! Call For Details! ,
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OSPITAL DISTRICT
Knox County Hospital
Knox City Clinic  Munday Clinic

Knox County Home Health
Knox County EMS

Your Hometown
Healthcare Team
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SHORTES ¥

Construction Services,
Welding, Roustabout Service, Backhoe,
Dump Truck, Fiberglass Repair

Test Tank, Rental

W
Ixe. “'5 Bennett Shortes
Office (940) 658-3576
Mobile (940) 256-2370

P.O. Box 189 * Knox City, Texas ¢ 79529-0189

Sy &

Bill Stewart Insurance Services

Office (940) 658-3211 * Fax (940) 658-5509
Mobile (940) 256-2394
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Fever Ticks Lay Claim to a Million Acres in Texas

 The Texas Animal Health
Commission (TAHC) marked
an ominous anniversary July
3 by expanding the preventive
cattle fever tick quarantine area
in south Texas by 307,000 acres,
after the dangerous livestock
pests were detected on cattle
outside quarantine areas in Starr
and Zapata counties. Fever
ticks, capable of carrying and
transmitting deadly “tick fever”
to cattle, have been detected
on livestock or wildlife on 139
Texas pastures during the past
12 months.

© “InJuly 2007, the first preven-
tive quarantine was established
-39,325 acres in Starr County
-to enable the US. Department

of Agriculture’s Tick Force and -

the TAHC to inspect and treat
livestock moved from the area,
get ahead of the fever tick and
push it back across the quaran-
tine line,” said Dr. Bob Hillman,
Texas’ state veterinarian and
head of the Texas Animal Health
Commission, the state’s live-
stock and poultry health regula-
tory agency. “Now, a year later,
we have more than a million
acres under preventive quaran-
tines in Starr, Zapata, Jim Hogg,
Maverick, Dimmit and Webb
counties, in addition to the half-
million acres in the permanent
fever tick quarantine zone that
runs alongside the Rio Grande,
from Del Rio to Brownsville.”

. The enlarged preventive
quarantine includes portions
of Starr, Zapata counties and a
small area in Jim Hogg County.
It is bounded on the north by
Texas Highway 16, from its
intersection on the west with
US Highway 83 to its eastern
junction with Ranch Road 649.
Ranch Road 649 is the eastern
boundary to its southern inter-
section with US Highway 83,
which is the western boundary
stretching northward to the in-
tersection with Texas Highway
16. Maps of this and all preven-
tive fever tick quarantines are
avallable on the TAHC website
at http://www.tahc.state.tx.us
or by calling the TAHC at 800-
550-8242.

. “This is no longer a ‘border
war’ against the fever tick,” said
Dr. Hillman. “The fever tick
has gained a substantial foot-
hold on Texas soil, and without
adequate resources to fight this

No substitute for

pest, it will spread.” The fever
tick, which can survive winters
from coast to coast and as far
north as Washington, D. C., was
successfully pushed back into
Mexico in 1943. Periodic tick
incursions since then have oc-
curred in Texas, but only one,
in the 1970s, eclipsed the cur-
rent outbreak for the number of
premises infested and took six
years to eradicate.

“In smaller states, a quaran-
tine area the size of Delaware
would raise red flags,” said Dr.
Hillman. “Texas’ vastness and
the previous success at keeping
the fever tick controlled may be
working against us. Now we
need help, with a million more
acres to cover and finding about
a dozen infested premises a
month.”

“Early this year, the fever tick
program received $5.2 million of
the $13 million of federal funds
requested to fight the tick, and
while appreciated and used, it is
not enough to win this battle,”
said Dr. Hillman. “Furthermore,
there has been no funding for the
National Fever Tick Eradication
Strategic Plan, developed and
approved by USDA in 2006. It
called for preventing entry of
cattle fever ticks into the U.S.,
enhancing surveillance, and
eradicating infestations result-
ing from fever tick incursions.
The plan also was to identify
and procure the tools necessary
to keep the U.S. free of fever
ticks, and to work with Mexico,
where cattle fever ticks are not
controlled. The strategic plan
has not been implemented.”

“It’s really a ‘pay now or pay
later’ scenario, because this tick
won’t be stopped with less than
an all-out assault that requires
adequate personnel, sufficient
treatment products, and enough
equipment, such as portable dip-
ping vats or portable spray boxes
for cattle, and treatment equip-
ment for deer and other wildlife
hosts,” said Dr. Hillman. “Texas
has a ticking time bomb in south
Texas. So far, we have had only
two of the three elements for a
‘tick fever’ outbreak -fever ticks
and fever tick hosts -including
cattle, horses and several spe-
cies of wildlife.

If, however, some of these fe-
ver ticks carry babesia, a blood
parasite deadly to cattle, the

equation would be complete and
we could see livestock death
losses.”

On the front lines are the
ranchers in the preventive quar-
antine areas who must gather
their cattle for inspection which
in the south Texas brush country
usually requires helicopters and
cowboys on horseback. The
TAHC and USDA work coop-
eratively to provide the inspec-
tions to determine the scope of
infestation in the area. Cattle,
horses and ruminants, including
llamas and camels, also must be
inspected, treated and permitted
prior to leaving the area.

Dr. Hillman encouraged
ranchers to comply with the pre-
ventive quarantines and asked
producers in adjacent counties to
have their livestock checked pri-
or to movement out of the area.
“In discussions with ranchers,
it has been suggested that cattle
moving through south Texas
livestock markets be inspected
and dipped prior to sale,” said
Dr. Hillman. “This is being
considered, but it, too, requires
additional personnel, chemicals
and the construction of dipping
vats, resources we do nat have
at this time.”

“We have traced more than
1,000 cattle moved from ranches
later found to be tick-infested,”
said Dr. Hillman. “Requesting
an inspection prior to movement
costs nothing for the rancher,
but it could save us countless
hours of tracking cattle, time
that could be better used in the
field to fight the ticks. I also en-
courage ranchers anywhere in
Texas to call us if they see tick
infestations on their cattle.

We can check the animals,
and collect and send tick sam-
plés to the state-federal labora-
tory for identification. We do
not want to take any chances
with these ticks and spread them
further.” Ranchers can call their
area TAHC office, or the agency
headquarters at 800-550-8242.

Ranches where ticks have
been detected are quarantined,
and cattle are rounded up, in-
spected and treated as often as
every two weeks, or as seldom
as every 28 days, depending
on the treatment method dip-
ping, spraying or injection with
Dectomax, an injectable treat-
ment. The cattle are repeat-

There’s no substitute for experience. This is especially true when it comes to ag
banking. You’ve got to have roots in agriculture to be able to offer worthwhile advice
to someone who makes their living making things grow.

Our ag people know what they’re doing. We have years of ag lending experience. If
you’re in agriculture in this part of the country, we would like to be your bank.

First National Bank
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TIME & TEMPERATURE ~ 422-5459

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

PHONE ~ (940) 422-4522
TELEBANK ~ 422-4741

edly treated and returned to the
pasture to ‘pick up’ ticks on the
vegetation, until the animals
are tick-free, indicating that the
premises is free of the pests.

Another method of clearing
a pasture of ticks involves re-
moving clean, treated cattle and
‘vacating’ the pasture for as long
as nine months to starve out the
ticks. Recently, this method
has met with less than positive
results, as ticks have demon-
strated their adaptability to live
on wildlife when cattle hosts are
not available.

“Historically, fever ticks pre-
ferred cattle, and sometimes,
hitched a ride on horses. Now
fever ticks are being detected
not only on white-tailed deer
and nilgai, but also on aoudad
sheep, fallow, axis and red deer,
and elk. Fighting fever ticks on
a variety of species -especially
free-ranging animals that don’t
respect fences -makes this battle
much more difficult,” said Dr.
Hillman.

Currently, treatment of wild-
life or exotic livestock is limited
to providing corn treated with an
insecticide, or setting up feeding
stations equipped with treated
posts that transfer pyrethrin, an
insecticide, to the animal’s head
and neck.

Later, as the animal grooms
itself, the pyrethrin is distrib-
uted across its body, killing the
fever ticks. The problem: some
products require a 60-day with-
drawal period, so they can’t be
used just prior to or during the
hunting season. In the quaran-
tined areas, the hides of harvest-
ed animals are either left behind,
or inspected and treated prior to
being removed from the prem-
ises.

“Concernis dbotit fever ticks
run deep in Texas, where the
TAHC was established in 1893
to fight this pest. A Fever Tick
Working Group, with industry
and related agency membership,
is working on recommendations
for getting ahead of the fever
tick, so it can be pushed back to
the border. Likewise, a Wildlife
Subcommittee also is work-
ing on suggestions for address-
ing fever ticks on free-ranging
and exotic livestock,” said Dr.
Hillman. “Fighting fever ticks
may seem simple, but it’s not
easy...and it’s never cheap.”
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Credit Card Contiuned From Page 1

having huge sums of cash on
hand.

Credit cards also reduce la-
bor costs. Clerks don't have to
waste time counting change or
tabulating receipts. Transaction
records are automatically stored
on a computer system, making
accounting a breeze.

And credit cards are popular
with consumers. About 40 per-
cent of all transactions are con-
ducted using plastic.

Despite all the advantages of
credit cards, storeowners would
obviously prefer to avoid that 2
percent fee. So they've decided
to put pressure on Congress to
lower their costs. Specifically,
they've lobbied the government
to give them a special anti-trust-
exemption. If such a law were
passed, all the retailers could
form a massive cartel. Payment
systems and retailers would be
forced to negotiate for 90 days
over interchange fees. If they
did not come to an agreement,
retailers could then collectively
boycott an entire credit card net-
work.

In other words, consumers
would be denied the ability to
pay with their preferred method.

Retailers claim such "negotia-
tion" is necessary to lower prices
for shoppers, who supposedly
pay higher prices at the check-
out counter to offset interchange
fees.

But that's a misleading argu-
ment. In truth, if retailers collude
to negotiate lower interchange
fees, consumers won't see any
savings.

Instead, retailers will simply
pocket the difference.Just look at
what's happened in other coun-
tries. Australia recently capped
interchange fees, just as the
current congressional proposal
would effectively do:

The cap had no discernible
impact on prices paid by con-
sumers.

Not only would shoppers miss
any savings, they could also be
saddled with higher fees and
lose some great perks.

With retailers getting a free
ride courtesy of Uncle Sam,
card-issuing banks would need
to recoup their losses elsewhere
-- by either raising fees on credit-
card owners or ditching carrots
like frequent-flyer rewards.

Shoppers could say goodbye
to no-annual-fee cards.
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That's exactly what happened ‘

in Australia. Consumers there
now pay extra fees at the register
when they use a card.

Ordinary banking customers
would also suffer. Do you have
a free checking account? If so,
there's a good chance that it's
partly subsidized by 1nterchange
fees on debit cards. .

Banks make money on free
checking accounts by pairing
them with debit cards. If politi-
cians render that arrangement
unprofitable, banks will simply
stop offering free checking. And
you'd have to pay the bank to
maintain an account.

Seniors and others who re-
ceive state benefits would suffer
at the hands of this proposal too.

More than a million people
nationwide receive their Social
Security and other benefits on
prepaid cards. If retailers decide
to boycott plastic, these vulner-
able consumers would be unable:
to purchase necessary items like
groceries or medication. ‘

This measure would also hurt
those without bank accounts.

At low-wage jobs, it's increas-
ingly popular for employers to
issue paychecks on pre-paid
debit cards.

These"payroll " provide enor-
mous benefits. They eliminate
hefty check-cashing fees, reduce
the need to carry cash, and offer
employees the ability to make
purchases just about anywhere.
It's understandable that Congress
wants to help Americans in
debt.

But our politicians have com-.
pletely misdiagnosed the prob-,
lem -- which isn't credit card
companies, but people living be-
yond their means. Giving retail-
ers more money through regu-
lation of interchange fees won't
solve this.

Allowing retailers to form a
cartel is special-interest politics
at its worst.

And shifting fees from mer-
chants to consumers will do
nothing but drive shoppers fur-
ther into debt. Simply put, there's
nothing fair about the CreditCard
Fair Fee Act.

James Terry is the Chief Public
Advocate of the Consumers
Rights League, a non-profit,
non-partisan, educational orga-
nization dedicated to preserving
consumer choice in the market-
place.

Aging Center

Lunch Menu

7-21-08 TO
7-25-08 |

MONDAY JULY 21ST
CHICKEN SPAGHETTI
SWEET POTATOES
GREEN BEANS
SLICED BREAD
DESSERT
TUESDAY JULY 22ND
FRITO PIE
GARDEN SALAD
SPANISH RICE
CINNAMON ROLLS
WEDNESDAY JULY 23R
CHICKEN FRIED STEAK/

GRAVY
MASHED POTATOES
SWEET PEAS
BISCUIT
PEANUT BUTTER WHIP
THURSDAY JULY 24TH
PEPPER STEAK
MIXED VEGETABLES
GARDEN SALAD
HOT ROLLS
CAKE
FRIDAY JULY 25TH
BBQ ON A BUN
FRENCH FRIES
RANCH STYLE BEANS
DESSERT
Alternate Desserts For Diabetics
Call In Orders By 10:00 A.m.
657-3618
Orders Can Not Be Taken After
10 Am And Need To Be Picked Up
After 11 Am
YOUR COOPERATION IS
APPRECIATED!
(Menu Subject To Change)
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