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Probable Cases

326
Confirmed Cases

808
Active Cases

35
Recoveries

1066
Fatalities

33

Parmer County COVID-19 stats as of January 26

Blood drive was a success

Nohemi Castillo and Breanna Godinez were two of the 48 donors at last week’s Friona Community Blood 
Drive hosted by the Friona Noon Lions Club. Coffee Memorial Blood Center representative Misty Newsom 
would like to thank Friona blood donors for their gifts of life.

We got the power!!!

The Friona HIgh School Boys Powerlifting Team won first place at last week’s Dimmitt Invitational 
Meet. It was the second team win of the season for the Chiefs. They also won the Cub Classic a couple 
of weeks ago in Brownfield. Check out the complete boys and girls powerlifting results on page 9.

Judge Jo Beth Gipson is 
serving her final week as 
Justice of the Peace for Pre-
cinct 1. She tendered her 
resignation on January 11th 
at the Parmer County Com-
missioner Court meeting in 
Farwell. 

Judge Gipson was first 
elected JP in 2010 when she 
ran against Jerry Loflin. She 
ran unopposed in the 2014 
election and won office for a 
third time in 2018 when she 
ran against Ross Paiz.

The JP Precinct 1 office 
will remain vacant until ac-
tion by the Commissioners 
Court or until the next elec-
tion in 2022. The current Jus-
tice of the Peace for Precinct 
2 is Judge Deena Leuea and 
Judge Pam Haseloff is the 
Justice of the Peace for Pre-
cinct 3. 

Jo Beth and husband Bruce 
are moving to Graham, Texas 
to be closer to family. Bruce 
was the Director of the Com-
munity Supervision & Cor-

Judge serving final week

rection Department from 
March 2005 until October 
2016. He then worked briefly 
for Deaf Smith County as a 
CS&C officer and for Bench-
mark Solutions. In August 
2017, he began work as a Su-
pervisor in the Special Case 
Loads at CSCD where he is 
currently employed until his 
retirement on February 24th.  

Jo Beth and Bruce have 
been a vital part of our com-
munity and will be missed. 
We wish them the very best.

Future of rural telephone 
service is uncertain

The Friona community rose to the 
occasion again as they made the 
“2020-2021 Fingers Crossed” blood 
drive last Thursday a huge success. 
Even in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, brave donors showed up 
to help others in need.

Out of the 56 who registered, 48 
were able to donate. At the end of 
the day, Coffee Memorial Blood 

Center employees collected 41 units 
of whole blood, 4 RBC (doubles/8 
units), and 3 plasma (CCP) dona-
tions. A low iron level or high blood 
pressure are the main reasons that 
prevent some from being able to do-
nate.

The convalescent plasma is used 
to treat patients who have contract-
ed the COVID-19 virus. Anyone who 

has recovered from the COVID-19  
virus and has not taken a vaccine is 
eligible to donate plasma for use in 
treating the virus. Call 806-358-4563 
for more information.

Donors received a long sleeve t-
shirt and a free pass to “Escape the 
Trap House” in Amarillo. The next 
Friona community blood drive will 
be in April.

By state code, every Texan 
is entitled to a telephone con-
nection. The ability to make 
and receive emergency 911 
calls from anywhere in the 
state was the guiding force in 
the legislation. Telecommu-
nication companies such as 
West Texas Rural Telephone 
are approved to fulfill that 
mandate. 

The Texas Universal Ser-
vice Fund (USF) was estab-
lished to ensure that the net-
works necessary to provide 
that mandate could be built 
and maintained. The USF is 
funded by a broad-based as-
sessment on instate voice 
calls made in Texas (about 
27 million phone customers 
paying about 50 cents per 
month). These funds are al-
located by the Public Utilities 
Commisison (PUC), through 
a third party, among the ap-
proved providers (i.e. WTRT) 
to support Texans in high cost 
and rural areas of the state. 
In turn, the providers have 
dedicated service areas that 
they are obligated to serve. 
They must maintain service 
quality and bear the respon-
sibility of providing service to 
anyone in their territory who 
asks to have service. These 
service providers must also 
file detailed annual financial 
reports with the PUC. 

Last Friday, the PUC re-
duced the payments sent to 
the rural telephone providers 
by 66%. Providers were noti-
fied by email of the impend-
ing shortage 72 hours before 
it happened. This shortfall has 
already caused some compa-
nies to stop new investments 
in networks, and further lost 

revenues may result in lay-
offs, longer service response 
times, and ultimately higher 
local phone rates. Some small 
companies might be in dan-
ger of financial ruin. The PUC 
has known for over a year that 
changes were needed to keep 
the USF viable but has taken 
no action to either raise rates 
or find new income sources. 

Faced with financial un-
certainty and the responsi-
bility for the integrity of the 
rural telephone network, ru-
ral phone providers, includ-
ing WTRT, filed a lawsuit in 
Travis County District Court 
requesting a court order re-
quiring the state to remit its 
missed payments and issue 
an injunction that requires 
the state to fulfill its obliga-
tions going forward. In short, 
the suit asks the court to re-
quire the PUC to fully fund 
the support the PUCT has 
previously approved for rural 
telephone customers. Amy 
Linzey, CEO of WTRT, said, 
“Filing a lawsuit is the last 
thing that West Texas Rural 
Telephone Cooperative want-
ed to do and we are very dis-
appointed that we had to do 
so — but with such a drastic 
reduction in state support, we 
simply did not have any other 
viable options.” 

With no relief, the reduced 
revenue could cost rural pro-
viders over $80 million this 
year and over $140 million 
in 2022. Eventually, rural 
customers could lose their 
phone and internet service. 
The 911 system could also be 
in jeopardy. Rural customers 
and their service providers 
face an uncertain future.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  in San Patricio
      County on U.S. 77
  5  TXism for “no”
  6  Whitney, Manning,
      & UT grad Wallach
  7  noted pianist from
      Texas, Samaroff
  8  TXism: “a ___
      piece” (distant)
  9  this boxer took TX
      Foreman’s title in
      1974 in Zaire
12  TXism: “come _____
      at the seams”
17  a John Deere, e.g.
19  TXism: “gone __
      ____” (deteriorated)
21  “what _______ in
      Vegas, stays . . .”
22  instrument for 
      7-across (2 wds.)
23  Biden and Trump
      did it twice in 2020
28  TXism: “I got the
      ____ of it” (learned)
29  H.E.B. transport
30  TXism: “happy __  _
      ___ with two tails”
31  TXism: “I ___  __” 
      (intend)
35  Astro or Ranger
      mistake
36  TXism: “as much
      chance __  _  _____ 
      __  _ packing plant”
42  TXism: “______  __
      _ mummy’s tomb”
44  TXism: “put my
      head in a _____” 
      (created trouble)
46  part of college that
      isn’t athletics
48  “___  ___ gaunlet”

  1  Menger Hotel’s
      mango ice cream:
      “___  __  ___ 
      ______ treasures
      in American life”
  2  investing a ______
      _ day will yield huge
      dividends later in life
  3  newspaper in
      Springtown, TX
  4  flat-topped hill
  9  _  ___ gallon hat
10  TXism: “____  __  _
      _______ mile”
11  TX Willie’s “The ___
      Tapes: Who’ll Buy
      My Memories?”
12  TX Tanya’s “One
      Love __  _ Time”

49  TXism: “he’s ___ playing
      with a full deck” 
50  non-Jew, to a Jew  
51  elevator man
52  TX-born Debbie
      Reynolds 1966 film:
      “The Singing ___”
53  TX-based restaurant
      chain: “____ Cabana”
54  biggest TX universities
      are ____ Division 1
56  late TX actor “Rip”

57  what a
      tachometer
      measures
      (abbr.)
58  TXism: “does a
      wet dog stink?”

13  TXism: “high as
      _______  __  _
      picture show”
14  continent for Texas
      mohair exports
15  TX Nimitz’s rank
      before WWII:
      “____ admiral”
16  camping shelter
18  TXism: “tax
      wrangler” (abbr.)
20  TX Willie’s “Why __
      I Have to Choose”
23  co. prosecutor
24  dir. from Marlin to
      Groveton
25  saloons
26  this TX Peterson
      is a star NFL RB

27  “Hughes ____  __”
      was the beginning
      of Howard’s wealth
32  with 33-down, 
      TX Willie sang
      “Let __ . . . 
33  . . . Be __”
34  Jay Novacek pos.
36  enjoyed supper
37  General Houston

38  “it’s _  ____ of
      the times”
39  relating to ions
40  a Texan wants to
      move to the north?
      “___  __ much”
41  TX Mary Kay ___
43  state on Canadian
      border, directly
      north of TX (abbr.)
45  a boot width
47  medical word for
      “fainting”
48  in Fisher County
      on highway 70
55  2nd Amendment
      subject 
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Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  frionastar@wtrt.net

call (806) 250-2211 or fax  (806) 250-5127

January 31
• St. Ann’s German Sausage Dinner 11:30 
am till 2 pm at Parish Hall in Bovina

February 1
• Friona Noon Lions Club meeting at The Farmwife Kitchen

February 2
• Groundhog Day

February 12
• Deadline at 5 pm for candidates to file for May 1st election

February 14
• Valentine’s Day

February 15
• President’s Day

February 17
• Ash Wednesday

U.S. Government
President: Donald J. Trump, The White House, 1600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111, 
fax 202-456-2461, email comments@whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-5922. 

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 Longworth, House 
Office Building, 202-225-4005. Lubbock District Office, 1312 
Texsas Ave. #219, Lubbock, TX 79401. Abilene District Office, 
500 Chestnut St. #819, Abilene, TX 79602

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 

12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.
Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, 

Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capi-
tol P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st Floor, Lobby box 28, 
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.
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Wash your hands
Stay 6 feet away
Wear your mask

Stay at home if sick

PAGE 2

The teachers, staff, and students of the Friona Independent School Dis-
trict wish to thank the Board of Trustess for their loyal service to the 
district and to our community.

Thank You Trustess!!!

Wade Schueler

Darrin GIlleyJamie LewellenJason Rector

Jeri Lynn WhiteAndy MontanaAntonio Rocha
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 Look 
at the 
mound 
of dirt!

Weather Superstitions and Forecasts?
      Grrrr...
Who woke me?

Match these weather superstitions and forecasts:  
(More than 1 superstition can have the same forecast...you’ll see!)

1. If squirrels store large numbers of acorns
2. When frogs croak louder and faster
3. If March comes in like a lion
4. When tree leaves flip over
5. "Red sky at night, sailor's delight
      Red sky in morning,...
6. If animals grow heavy fur
7. If a groundhog awakens from hibernation 
    and sees sunshine and his shadow
8. When your bones ache

A. it is going to rain.
B. it will go out like a lamb.
C. it is going to rain.
D. sailors take warning.
E. it will be a long, cold winter.
F. spring is far away!
G. it will be a long, hard winter.
H. rain is coming.
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     Why did the groundhogs cheer when they came out 
of their burrows and saw only clouds? Use the alphabet 
code to fill in the blanks and find out:
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  Are you awake, Mr. Groundhog?
I don't mean to hound you, but 
maybe you can predict the winner 
of the Super Bowl, too? Hello!

1. a long winter's nap
2. a warm-blooded creature
3. another name for the groundhog
4. curls into this to sleep
5. something people believe in or think 
    will happen without facts or proof
6. the groundhog's ________ pumps 
    more slowly when it hibernates
7. the groundhog is part of this family
8. young are born in this month
9. males are about two feet long and weigh about 
    twelve pounds; females are _______
10. to tell about an event before it happens

Yay!  It's 

  cloudy.

     Do you think that 
a groundhog can predict the 
weather? On February 2, some people 
will get up very early to watch the 
groundhog come out of its home.They 
will stand around the groundhog's hole 
in the ground and study the sky. As soon 
as they see the groundhog poke out of its 
hole they will snap pictures. Who do you 
think will see the funnier sight...the people 
or the groundhog?
 

Groundhog Weather 
      Forecaster?

  Hey, let me shine!

Is Winter Almost Over?

Don’t look
   at me!

Zz z z

?

Ahhhh...I’m 
ready for 
springtime 
weather!

  What's that 
sound? Do I 
hear cheering?
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woodchuck

hibernation

squirrel

heart 

superstition

      spring

underground forecast

smaller

  April

 mammal

ball

Read the clues to fill in 
                the crossword puzzle: 

Football Fever

     Off to watch the 
Super Bowl...chicken 
wings, potato chips, 
veggies and dips...yay!

  Look at 
him bound 
off to watch 
the game!

Home TeamVisitorsFind and circle these football terms:

touchdown
offense
defense
teams
huddle

tackle
referee
kickoff
field goal
quarterback

H C B R T B N B A S X K Z A O K I C K O F F
D A O F I T F G O V L D R Z C Q W C L P K H 
Y B S A G O Q F D Z U N M E K V A H U A E R
L X W J T U F A E R A N I X F B A K Y L X X
E F S V C C Z I F G P Y E V R E X B K O W A
P A J W A H Z H E Z D Y I E L Q R C V F K N
P O I O I D L L N L Q W T L M R A E H F T R
O U W T A O G L S U D R H C X T E Q E E E B 
P E P X Y W L K E S A G D M V G I G C N A Y
F H G D U N Z A I U Q X O J L X H U V S M P
P R W O G D T G Q O G P D A Q L R L C E S 
J A H U D D L E V Q J I U C L W N Z E

1. __ ain __  ow
2. cl __ ud __
3. met __ oro __ ogis __
4. __ liz __ ard

5. o __ erca __ t
6. cli __ at __
7. tem __ era __ ure
8. dr __ zzl __

Fill in the blanks to spell weather words!

r bb oy z se epm el tti v

hound

mound

sound

wound
crowned

found

round

browned

frowned

     Find and circle the ten words
that rhyme with “ground.”

pound

Time to Rhyme!

groaned

pounce

crouch

count

crowd

*

11. it is said that when the groundhog pokes out of his 
      hole and sees the sun there will be six more weeks 
      of winter, but when he sees clouds, ________ is near
12. where the groundhog lives

     Our whole 
family doesn't 
weigh a pound!
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!
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I hope the groundhog sees the... ...sun so we can keep having winter fun.

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County Clerk’s 
Office from January 14, 2020 to January 21, 2021

Susie Spring, County Clerk

From the Friona Star Archives

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1517

       O D E M
       N O P E
       E L I S
       O L G A
       F A R  A L I  A P A R T
       T R A C T O R  T O S E E D
       H A P P E N S  A P I A N O
  D E B A T E  H A N G    C A R T
  A S A D O G     A I M T O
   E R R O R  A S A S T E E R I N A
    S I L E N T A S A    N O O S E
     A C A D E M I C S  R A N T H E
     N O T    G O Y  O T I S
           N U N  T A C O
            N C A A
            T O R N
            R P M
            Y E S

BANKIN’ ON DA’ BOYS…Friona State Bank employees were getting ready for 
Super Bowl Sunday. L-r, back row, Lou Fields, Dorothy Jackson, Susan London, 
Marca Lynn Herring, Judy Martin, Dave Hutson. Front, Collette Torres, Elaine 
Cain, Cathy Spencer, Kathy Hitchcock, and Carolyn Dement. (We counted three 
Emmitts, three Troys, one Moose, and some UFOs). (Friona Star, Saturday Febru-
ary 3, 1996)

(1/14/21) Arnulfo Gallego — Elaine Hernandez — All of Lot 5 
Blk 6 Drake Addition to City of Friona in Parmer County 

(1/14/21) 4T Electric and Construction Inc. — Vicente E. Ter-
rones, Juana I. Terrones — 4.050 Ac of Land out of Sec 10 Blk E 
Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer County, A Tract of Land in 
NW/4 Sec 10 Blk E Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer County 

(1/14/21) Robert Dial Sparks — Justin Lyn Ware — The NW/4 
of Sec 25 Blk B Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer County 

(1/15/21) Jesse Onod, Leah Senibalo Onod — Carlos Eduardo 
Hernandez — Lot 1 Blk 7 Lakeview Addition City of Friona in 
Parmer County 

(1/15/21) Preston Greg Martin, Timothy Boyd Martin, Laual 
Kirt Martin, Paula Rolyn Martin, Keith Dewitt Martin — Larry 
J. Smith, Shauna L. Smith — A 69.9 Ac Tract of Land in Garden 
Lots 11 and 14 E 1/2 SW 1/2 Sec 34 T9S R1E Capitol Syndicate 
Subdiv in Parmer County 

(1/15/21) Preston Greg Martin, Timothy Boyd Martin, Laual 
Kirt Martin, Paula Rolyn Martin, Keith Dewitt Martin — Larry J. 
Smith, Shauna L. Smith — A 10.00 Ac Tract of Land in Garden 
Lots 11 and 14 E 1/2 SW 1/2 Sec 34 T9S R1E Capitol Syndicate 
Subdiv in Parmer County

(1/19/21) Jorge Castillo, 36, of Friona was arrested by the Par-
mer County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of Unauthorized Use of 
Motor Vehicle, pending Grand Jury. 

(1/19/21) Jeremiah Kando, 19, of Farwell was arrested by the 
Friona Police Department on a charge of Possession of Mari-
juana < 2 oz. in Drug Free Zone, pending County Court. 

(1/21/21) Kristen Carter, 25, of Amarillo was arrested by the 
Friona Police Department on charges of Possession of Marijua-
na < 2 oz. in Drug Free Zone and Possession of Dangerous Drug, 
pending County Court.

The 2021 FHS Mid-Winter 
Senior Recognition Night 
Ceremony will be on Tues-
day, February 2nd immedi-
ately following the Friona 
Squaws basketball game. The 
Basketball King & Queen will 
be announced and Senior 
basketball players, powerlift-
ers, and cheerleaders will be 
recognized along with their 
parents.

 «««
FYI — St. Ann’s Catholic 

Church of Bovina is hav-
ing their annual German 
Sausage Dinner on Sunday, 
January 31, 2021 from 11:30 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. (Texas 
time) at the St. Ann’s Parish 
Hall on 3rd Street in Bovina, 
Texas. Donations will be $12 
for adults and $6 for children 
under six years of age. Take-

out plates will be available at 
no additional charge.

 «««
Candidate filing is open 

for positions on the Friona 
Independent School District 
Board of Trustees, Friona City 
Council, and Parmer County 
Hospital District Board of 
Directors. The filing period 
ends at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
February 12th. The general 
election will be held on Sat-
urday, May 1st from 7:00 a.m. 
until 7:00 p.m.

 «««
February joined the calen-

dar with January around 700 
B.C. When February was first 
added to the calendar along 
with January in 700 B.C. by 
Numa Pompilius, it became 
the last month of the year. 
Pompilius tacked on these 

two months to line up with 
the lunar cycle. Julius Caesar 
attempted to align the calen-
dar with the solar season cre-
ating the Julian calendar. Feb-
ruary, already a short month, 
gained a few days bringing it 
to 28. Then every four years, 
a leap day was added. Under 
the current Gregorian calen-
dar, the leap year functions 
differently. Leap years are 
divisible by four, with one 
exception. Centennial years 
must be divisible by 400. Feb-
ruary is unique in other ways, 
too. Because it usually has 28 
days, once every 6 years, it’s 
the only month to have 4 full 
7 day weeks. In the years that 
aren’t leap years (otherwise 
known as common years), 
February and March start on 
the same day of the week.

January 28: Have Fun At Work Day
January 29: Puzzle Day

January 30: Croissant Day
January 31: Hot Chocolate Day

February 1: Freedom Day
February 2: Groundhog Day

February 3: Missing Persons Day
 «««

National Days

Water Weekly
For the week of 01/25/21

Water conditions
After two weeks of significant 
improvement, the latest drought map for 
conditions as of January 19 shows little 
change from the previous week. Because 
of additional rainfall across the Panhandle 
and Central Texas since January 19, 
next week’s drought map should further 
reduce the area of the state in drought.

Drought conditions
 S 49% now
 S 48% a week ago
 S 40% three months ago
 S 35% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

Map courtesy of 
NOAA

U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
By the end of April, the 
National Weather Service 
expects drought to 
expand to cover all of the 
Panhandle and Central 
Texas. But drought is 
not expected to impact 
north central and East 
Texas, making this the 
most optimistic seasonal 
outlook produced for 
several months.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Bryan McMath, Governmental Relations  |  bryan.mcmath@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-7850 
Lauren Munguia, Media Relations  |  lauren.munguia@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-2322 

www.twdb.texas.gov Stay connected:
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To have your birthdays listed in the 
newspaper, email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net
or call @806.250.2211

Happy Birthday Friona Folks!

Jan. 28
Margie Rivera

Jan. 29
David Barnett

Weldon Williams
Copper Brewster

Charlie Milner
Andrew Chico

Jazzy Reyes

Jan. 30
Denise Padilla

Clay Hurst
Justin Hyde

Camryn Kube
Brittany Jones

Styler Haddock
Mayra Garcia

Jan. 31
Blake Stowers
Ellie McEuen
Louise Walker
Skyler Harris

Lupe (Braillif) Taylor

Feb. 1
Randy Geries

Don Spring,Sr.
Lorraine Jarecki
J’Mae Randolph
Garth McDonald
Diana Santellana

Molly (Carthel) Sue
Brenner Barnett
Debi Goodwin

Amber (Widner) White

Feb. 2
John Fred White

Sonny Mays
Emily Silva

Feb. 3
Tonya Lookingbill

Josh Barnett
Lezli St. Clair
Derek Alger

Commissioners table lease agreement extension
The Parmer County Com-

missioners Court met in 
regular session on Monday, 
January 25, 2021 at 10 a.m. in 
the County Courtroom of the 
Parmer County Courthouse 
in Farwell, Texas. The meet-
ing began with prayer and 
the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the American Flag and Texas 
Flag.

 There were no public com-
ments. Minutes from the Jan-
uary 11th meeting were read 
and approved. Commission-
ers approved the payment of 
the accounts payables as pre-
sented by County Treasurer 
Sharon May. The Treasurer’s 
Report and the Quarterly Re-
port were also approved. 

Commissioners discussed 
a lease extension involving 
the county’s land in the Per-
manent School Fund. Dis-
agreements arose over the 
wording of the extension and 
whether or not the county 
would have any control over 
the publication of an intend-
ed survey of the property by 
the company currently leas-
ing the land. The discussion 
was tabled until the next 
meeting. 

Approval was given for 
contracting of part-time as-
sistance in the Treasurer’s 
Office. Altha Herrington has 
been hired in the past to as-
sist with the budget process 
and the end-of-year bud-
get adjustments that are re-
quired. 

Commissioners approved 
the purchase of a Road Grad-
er for use in Precinct 1. The 
new grader will be purchased 
from Warren Cat in Lubbock 
utilizing their 5-year trade-in 
program. The $127,600 pay-

ment will be made in full to 
avoid any interest charges. 
The purchase price for a new 
grader is $272,000 without 
trade-in. 

A new COVID-19 Leave Pol-
icy was approved. The policy 
grants each county employee 
80 hours of COVID-19 leave 
with the stipulation that they 
must take the vaccine when 
available to remain eligible 
for the leave time. The policy 
also becomes null and void if 
the federal government offers 
an identical COVID-19 Leave 
Policy. 

In other business, a bond 
was approved for Tax Asses-
sor Awyna Sanchez, twenty 
CE hours were approved for 
District Clerk Sandra Warren, 
and consideration on a water 
line under a county road was 
tabled until the next meeting. 

Approval was given to the 
request by Bovina ISD for 
$116,290.88 of its Permanent 
School Fund money to pay 
for construction projects. 

An internet provider con-
tract was approved with Pla-
teau for $392 per month to fa-
cilitate the installation of the 
new phone system.

 A lease agreement was ex-
tended with Sea Scrolls for 
the Friona offices of Justice 
of the Peace #1, Department 
of Public Safety, and Parmer 
County Sheriff. 

Commissioners accepted 
the resignation of long-time 
groundskeeper Andria Gris-
wold. 

Sheriff Randy Geries re-
ported that he is currently 
housing 20 inmates in the 
Parmer County Law Enforce-
ment Center. Approval was 
given for a security fence to 

The Friona Junior High Student of the Month embodies our mission and exhibits good character, leadership, 
and personal academic success. Left to Right: 6th Grade: Mason Ramos, 7th Grade: Francisco Gutierrez, 
Esmeralda Guevara, 8th Grade: Alexis Soto and Arturo Tafolla.  Not Pictured - 6th Grade:  Jocelyn Reyes

Jr. High News

be constructed to protect the 
new generator that was in-
stalled at the center. 

The next scheduled Com-
missioners Court meeting is 
Monday, February 8th. 

All meetings are open to the 
public. The Commissioner’s 

Court reserves the right to 
go into Executive Session at 
any time. The agenda may be 
found on the Parmer County 
website. Information in this 
article is only a summary. Any 
questions concerning specific 
actions should be directed to 
the Commissioners Court.

Precinct 3 & 4 Directors 
receive Oath of Office

The Cross Section

Tony Beauchamp of Muleshoe and Lynn Tate of Amarillo re-
ceived their respective Oaths of Office as Precinct Three and 
Precinct Four District Director during the January 12th HPWD 
Board of Directors meeting in Muleshoe.

The regular meeting was held at the City of Muleshoe Train-
ing Facility due to ongoing renovations at the District’s office in 
Lubbock.

The newly-elected HPWD Board Officers include Tate as 
President; Precinct Two Director Brad Heffington as Vice-Pres-
ident; and Precinct Five Director Ronnie Hopper as Secretary-
Treasurer.

Other business items included:
• Approval of the Consent Agenda
• Approved Fiscal Year 2020 financial Audit Report
• Approved purchase of surety bonds for newly-elected direc-
tors
• Discussed submission of a grant funding application to the 
TWDB Agricultural Water Conservation Program
• Approved Fiscal Year 2020 HPWD Annual Report
• Reappointed current County Advisory Committee members 
for a one-year term
• Received an update on HPWD Office building improvement 
& renovation
• Discussed future board meeting locations as a result of office 
renovation.

The next Board of Directors meeting will be Feb. 9, 2021. The 
Cross Section is a publication of the High Plains Water District

Bailey County Judge Sherri Harrison administers 
the oath of office to Precinct 3 Director Tony Beau-
champ (left) and Precinct 4 Director Lynn Tate 
(right) during the January 12th Board Meeting at 
the City of Muleshoe Training Facility.

Friona Chamber of Commerce 
& Ag Fundraiser

 
Chance to win 30 high quality
firearms over a 30 day period

Winning Tickets will be re-entered
for each day’s drawing

 
Winners will receive firearms

directly from Tyler Gun Works, LLC
All Federal Bureau of Alcohol and

Tobacco & Firearms rules will apply
 

Drawing every day in APRIL 2021
Need not be present to win

Must be 21 to enter
– Call 250-3491 for tickets or info –

 
$25.00 Donation

30 in 30 Days
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250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Friona Heritage Estates
Assisted Living
806-250-5599

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7

Send your
church news to the

frionastar@wtrt.net

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

By Teena Hughs
Take America Back

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

Government Authority

Weather Superstitions and Forecasts?
1. E, 2. A or C, 3. B, 4. A or C, 5. D, 6. G, 7. F, 8. H  
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     Why did the groundhogs cheer when they came out of their burrows and   
saw only clouds?  Use the alphabet code to fill in the blanks and find out:

Yay!  It's 

 cloudy.

     Ten words that rhyme with "ground:"  
sound, pound, found, mound, crowned,
frowned, wound, round and browned
and hound.
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Groundhog Weather 
       Forecaster?

Ahhhh...I’m 
ready for 
springtime 
weather!

  What's that 
sound? Do I 
hear cheering?

  Has Arid 
found the 
groundhog?

  Hey, let me shine!

  Are you awake, Mr. Groundhog?
I don't mean to hound you, but 
maybe you can predict the winner 
of the Super Bowl, too? Hello!

I told you last week that co-
vid messed with my mind; so, 
this week, I may be proving 
that. I need to give you some 
disclaimers: I think the elec-
tion was stolen from Presi-
dent Trump; I was very disap-
pointed when Mike Pence did 
not return the electors to the 
states that requested them so 
they could fix their state’s mis-
takes; I was disappointed that 
fear stopped people in the 
House and Senate from doing 
their jobs on January 6th.

With that said, I almost 
laughed when, after people 
broke into the Capitol, and the 
police just stood there and let 
it happen, the National Guard 
was called in to protect the 
Capitol and members of the 
House and Senate.

Members of the House and 
Senate, both Republicans and 
Democrats have done things 
to further themselves and 
their lifestyles, and we, the 
hard-working American peo-
ple, have had to pay for it. Just 
look at their healthcare vs. our 
healthcare. 

The thing of it is, they play 
by one set of rules, and we 
have to play by another set 
of rules. And, very seldom is 
their set of rules fair. So, when 
things happen, like what hap-

pened on January 6th at the 
Capitol, they got scared. They 
didn’t know what President 
Trump was going to do; they 
didn’t know what his sup-
porters were going to do; and, 
they were scared. Thus, 30,000 
members of the National 
Guard were called out to pro-
tect everyone on Inauguration 
Day!

When you don’t live your 
life right, like many in the 
House and Senate, you are 
always looking over your 
shoulders to see who is com-
ing after you. You live your life 
in fear and worry. Of course, if 
you do try to live your life ac-
cording to God’s Word, you 
don’t have to live your life be-
ing scared. In fact, God tells us 
in 2Timothy 1:7 that He does 
not give us a spirit of fear, but a 
spirit of power, love, and self-
confidence, sound mind, or 
self-control, depending on the 
version of the Bible you read.

A LOT of bad things are try-
ing to be put into effect with 
the Biden administration, 
and it is time for Christians 
to stand up and fight against 
those things. We need to fight 
ILLEGAL immigration; we 
need to fight things like boys 
getting to compete against 
girls just because the boys 

In scripture, the authorities 
that God has established are 
an integral part of his created 
order and are to be honored.  
God’s authority and sover-
eignty is the ultimate author-
ity, and all authorities that he 
has allowed or instituted will 
give account to him.  In Ro-
mans 13:1-7 scripture details 
the God given establishment 
and purpose of government 
authority, as well as the atti-
tude a believer should have 
toward their government.  

Paul makes clear that all 
authority is a subsidiary un-
der God’s authority, and that 

one is to willingly submit to 
the government authority 
over them.  The reason for 
such submission is twofold.  
First, you submit to avoid 
punishment, but secondly, 
you submit for conscience 
sake.  Romans 13:5 says, 
“Therefore one must be in 
subjection, not only to avoid 
God’s wrath but also for the 
sake of conscience.”  Based 
on these verses, it is impos-
sible to be in step with the 
Lord, if you are blatantly 
disobeying the government 
authority that is over you, un-
less that authority is pressur-

ing or forcing you to disobey 
God.  This is because one’s 
view of their government’s 
authority is a reflection of 
how they view God’s ulti-
mate authority.  Obviously, 
no government perfectly 
dispenses its authority, but 
the abundant abuses and 
imperfections of government 
authority, cause us to long 
for the one’s authority who 
will one day fill the earth, as 
all things are made new and 
only under the jurisdiction 
of the King of Kings, the Lord 
of Lords, and the Prince of 
Peace, Jesus Christ!

feel like they are females; we 
need to fight for the unborn; 
we need to fight to stay ener-
gy-independent; and, the list 
goes on and on with what is 
important to you.

Plus, there is an effort by the 
left to ruin people like Mike 
Lindell, the My Pillow guy. 
People have been lying about 
him in the media; they have 
been making robo calls to big 
box stores and so his prod-
ucts are no longer being sold 
in those stores; all because 
he is an evangelical Christian 
whose life was changed by 
God and he supported Presi-
dent Trump. He is not the only 
one this will happen to. So, I 
called Bed Bath and Beyond, 
and I canceled my discount 
membership, and told them 
their politics were costing 
them customers like me!

I plan to bombard Senators 
Cruz and Cornyn and my new 
House member Tony Gon-
zales with letters about how 
I feel about issues and what I 
expect them to do. Your house 
rep is Jody Arrington; get to 
know him on a first-name ba-
sis!

Friends, it is time for Chris-
tians to stand up and take our 
country back.  Your letters, 
emails, texts etc. make a dif-
ference. Liz Cheney wasn’t 
paying attention to her con-
stituents in the good state of 
Wyoming. She never dreamed 
she would experience the 
backlash she has, and an op-
ponent for 2022, because she 
voted to impeach President 
Trump. Believe me, others in 
the House and Senate took 
notice to the quick action of 
the people of Wyoming, and 
they will take notice when we 
let them know our feelings. 

Don’t live in fear. Use the 
power and self-confidence 
God has given you to help 
take our country back. Trust 
me when I say that people 
who live in fear have no idea 
what to do with people who 
have God on their side. Take 
America Back!!!!

January 2021 WASDE report highlights
WHEAT: The outlook for 

2020/21 U.S. wheat this month 
is for stable supplies, higher 
domestic use, unchanged ex-
ports, and lower ending stocks. 
The 2020/21 global wheat out-
look is for smaller supplies, in-
creased consumption, higher 
exports, and reduced stocks. 

COARSE GRAINS: This 
month’s 2020/21 U.S. corn out-
look is for lower production, 
reduced corn used for ethanol, 
smaller feed and residual use 
and exports, and decreased 
ending stocks. Corn produc-
tion is estimated at 14.182 bil-
lion bushels, down 324 mil-
lion on a lower yield and slight 
reduction in harvested area. 
Sorghum production is esti-
mated 2 million bushels high-
er as increased harvested area 
more than offsets a reduction 
in yield. Global coarse grain 
production for 2020/21 is fore-
cast down 9.3 million tons to 
1,438.5 million. This month’s 
foreign coarse grain outlook is 
for lower production and con-
sumption, and smaller ending 
stocks. 

OILSEEDS: U.S. oilseed pro-
duction for 2020/21 is estimat-
ed at 122.4 million tons, down 
1.25 million from the previous 
report. Foreign 2020/21 oil-

seed production is relatively 
unchanged, with higher sun-
flowerseed mostly offset by 
lower soybean, cottonseed, 
peanut, rapeseed, and palm 
kernel output.

LIVESTOCK, POULTRY, 
AND DAIRY: The 2020 total red 
meat and poultry production 
estimate is reduced from last 
month. The beef production 
estimate is reduced on lower 
cattle slaughter. The pork pro-
duction estimate is reduced as 
the slower pace of slaughter 
in late 2020 more than offset 
heavier carcass weights. The 
broiler production estimate is 
reduced on recent hatchery 
and slaughter data, while the 
turkey production estimate is 
lowered or recent production 
data. The egg production esti-
mate is unchanged. The milk 
production estimate for 2020 
and forecast for 2021 are raised 
from December on growth 
in milk per cow and higher 
dairy cow numbers. Fat basis 
imports for 2020 and 2021 are 
reduced from last month on 
lower expected imports of but-
terfat products 

COTTON: The U.S. 2020/21 
cotton outlook shows higher 
exports, and lower production 
and ending stocks this month. 

Production is lowered nearly 
1 million bales to 15.0 million, 
led by a 500,000-bale decline 
in Texas. The largest changes 
in the global 2020/21 cotton 
outlook this month are lower 
production and ending stocks, 
led by changes in the United 
States. World production is 
forecast more than 1.0 million 
bales lower. 

The World Agricultural Sup-
ply and Demand Estimates 
are published monthly by the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture.
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Friona School Calendar for February 2021
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

-JH Basketball vs. 

Littlefield G(H) B(T) 5:00

- HS Basketball vs. 

Littlefield 5:00

-Parents Night 

-District CX Debate @ 

Denver City

-No School

-JH U.I.L Solo and 

Ensemble @ Palo Duro 

HS 

-HS Basketball vs. 

Lamesa 5:00

-Powerlifting @ Dumas

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

-FISD School Board 

Meeting 7:00

-HS Boys Basketball vs.

Dimmitt 5:00 

-1st Grade Valentine’s 

Program 2:00 & 5:30

-Early Release

-Baseball @ Denver City

4:00

-Last Day to File an 

Application for School 

Board Election 8:00- 

4:00

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

-No School

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

-Baseball @ Boys 

Ranch 4:00

-JH Track @ 

Muleshoe

-Parent Teacher 

Conference for Primary 

& Elementary 

-HS Track @ Muleshoe

28

Friona School Calendar for February 2021

Gas prices unchanged

Texas gas prices are unchanged in the past week, averaging 
$2.09 per gallon, according to GasBuddy’s daily survey of 13,114 
stations. Gas prices in Texas are 16.5 cents per gallon higher 
than a month ago but stand 10.6 cents per gallon lower than a 
year ago. 

According to GasBuddy price reports, the cheapest station in 
Texas is priced at $1.74 while the most expensive is $2.81 per 
gallon. The national average price of gasoline has risen 1.1 cents 
in the last week to $2.40 per gallon. The national average is up 
14.4 cents per gallon from a month ago but are still 12.6 cents 
per gallon lower than a year ago. 

“Finally, after several weeks of sharply rising gas prices, the 
pace of price increases has slowed significantly in recent days 
as prices are now largely caught up to oil’s increases as of late,” 
said Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum analysis for GasBuddy. 
“While the national average remains at its highest level since 
the pandemic, increases are likely to slow down in the imme-
diate short-term unless and until oil prices see renewed mo-
mentum. When it comes to demand, Pay with GasBuddy data 
showed last week’s gasoline demand at its highest level since 
November, another bullish factor as the nation continues to see 
slow improvement from the pandemic.” 

GasBuddy is the authoritative voice for gas prices and the 
only source for station-level data spanning nearly two decades. 
GasBuddy’s survey updates 288 times every day from the most 
diverse list of sources covering nearly 150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most comprehensive and up-to-date in the country. 
GasBuddy data is accessible at http://FuelInsights.GasBuddy.
com.

By GasBuddy

Driver licenses expiration waiver ends in April
The Texas Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) is reminding the pub-
lic the waiver on expiration dates for 
driver licenses (DLs) and identification 
cards (IDs) ends on April 14, 2021. Cus-
tomers who need to renew are urged to 
make an appointment or renew online 
today. 

The waiver, granted by Governor 
Greg Abbott in March due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, applied to DLs, 
commercial DLs, commercial learner 
permits, ID cards and election identi-
fication certificates that expired on or 
after March 13, 2020. 

“Driver License employees have 
worked diligently to help Texans dur-
ing challenging times and should be 
commended for their dedication,” said 
DPS Director Steven McCraw. “The 
Driver License Division has innovated 
to better serve constituents by imple-
menting a new appointment solution 
to improve services and by providing 
extended hours at several locations 
across the state.”

 
Online renewals still a convenient 
option

Many Texans are eligible to skip the 

trip to the office entirely by renewing 
their DL/ID card or changing their ad-
dress online at texas.gov. Customers 
can also renew by phone at 1-866-DL-
RENEW (1-866-357-3639). The re-
quirements and cost for online and 
phone renewal are the same as in-per-
son transactions.

 
Scheduling an appointment

Services at driver license offices are 
now conducted by appointment only. 
To schedule an appointment or check 
availability, visit the online appoint-
ment scheduler. If you are unable to 
find an appointment at the office of 
your choice, check back for availability 
at that office or other locations nearby. 
Please check often as availability does 
change. 

If you are unable to make your sched-
uled appointment, please reschedule 
or cancel it ahead of time. While the de-
partment is working to serve as many 
customers as possible, people with ap-
pointments not showing up continues 
to be a major obstacle. In December 
2020, for example, approximately 31% 
of people were no-shows for their ap-
pointments. 

The appointment system, which de-
buted in May 2020, is designed to pro-
vide additional convenience, reducing 
the time Texans wait in line. Customers 
can book appointments for a specific 
day and time, up to six months in ad-
vance, and show up 30 minutes or less 
before their scheduled time. Custom-
ers can check-in using the kiosk inside 
the office or from their mobile device. 

All offices offer a limited number 
of same-day appointments. These ap-
pointments are available on a first-
come, first-served basis. Customers 
who book these appointments can 
leave the DL office until their desig-
nated time. 

Additionally, most offices also offer 
customers without an appointment 
a spot on a “standby” list. These cus-
tomers are required to wait in the of-
fice and are assisted in the event of a 
cancelation or no-show. The number 
of standby appointments available is 
limited to ensure all customers who 
are placed on the list will be served by 
the end of the day. 

To ensure a safe environment, COV-
ID-19 protocols have been implement-
ed at DL offices.



Let us sell your property!

Friona
3/3/2 w/cent. h&a, close to H.S., corner lot, fireplace, 2 living 
areas, fenced backyard, sprinkler system f&b .... Cont. Pend.

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associates:
Karla Rector 806-382-7465
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

Subscribe to the
Friona Star Today!
806-250-2211 • frionastar@wtrt.net

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066
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Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 
Friona Police 
Department

Building
public.txdpsscheduler.com

By appointment only.

Business

**Sign-On Bonuses Offered** Due to growth, 
Prairie Acres is seeking to fill multiple positions 
including CNA’s (both shifts), nurses, dietary 
and housekeeping employees! We are pleased 
to offer great health, dental, vision and life in-
surances, paid time off and sign-on bonuses for 
those that qualify! Interested? Come by and see 
us at 201 East 15th St. today!

Don’t throw away your empty aluminum cans. 
Please place any cans you have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north side of the Friona Fire Depart-
ment building on Main Street. Proceeds from the 
sale of the cans will go to the FHS Senior Class 
and help fund the graduation party.

You CAN do it!

806-250-2745

www.frionainn.com
frionainn@gmail.com

Homes For Sale

2171 FM 214-FRIONA, TEXAS-South of Friona - 3/3/2 
brick home, 1.285+/- acres, Easy access to Friona-Clovis-
Hereford. 2 living areas, fireplace, large office/utility/
storage, two wells, septic system, storage/workshop.

Please view our website for details on these properties, 
choice NM ranches (large & small), irr./dryland/CRP 
& commercial properties. We need your listings on any 
types of ag properties in TX., NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com
Ben G. Scott - Broker

Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB
800-933-9698 5:00 a.m./10:00 p.m.

Charity

For Sale

Notice

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a full time custodian.   
Hours are 7 am -6 pm with a 2 hour lunch and a 30 
minute break in the morning and afternoon.  Inter-
ested applicants may call Friona ISD 806-250-2747 
or Martha Moreno 806-346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona que ayude 
a limpiar la escuela a tiempo completo. El horario 
es de 7 am a 6 pm con un almuerzo de 2 horas y 
un descanso de 30 minutos por la mañana y por 
la tarde. Las personas interesadas pueden llamar 
a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.

Holly Campbell

Sales Agent Broker

Karla Rector
806-382-7465

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

A 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, the relief of 
suffering among animals, and the 
extension of humane education.

Volunteer opportunity. You have 
skills? Parmer Paws needs you. 
Bring your talents, whatever they 
may be, and join us. 806-240-2211 
or ParmerPaws @yahoo.com     

is on the Web at frionaonline.com

HELP WANTED

Contact Friona Inn at
(806) 250-2784

House keeping needed. 
Must be able to work weekends.

The City of Friona will accept applications 
for the Public Works Department:

UTILITY MAINTENANCE WORKER I (1 position)
Full-Time, 40 hours a week
Salary: starting at $10/hr.

Candidates will perform construction, repair, and 
maintenance work on water/sewer lines; operate light 
equipment and perform extensive manual labor. Can-
didates may have other duties assigned to them by the 
Public Works Director. The applicant chosen for this 
position shall be required to submit to a pre-employ-
ment drug test at the cost to the individual.

Job descriptions and application forms may be 
picked up at the Friona City Hall, 623 Main Street, Fri-
ona. If you would like an application emailed to you, 
please email cityinfo@frionatx.us. Applications will be 
accepted until job is filled.

Grain Truck drivers needed. CDL Required. 
All local hauls. Good pay and work conditions. 

Apply at Bar G Feedyard. 
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

608 Ashland 
1 bedroom & 1 bath + garage
2 bedroom & 2 bath + garage 

Application and Background Check will be re-
quired. Text 806-680-2676 for a link to the applica-
tion. Ready to Move in

New Apartments for Rent

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

Bring this coupon for
$1 off of a combo!

This is to give notice of intent to introduce in the 
87th Legislature, Regular Session, a bill relating 
to the Sunset Commission’s recommendations 
for the Brazos River Authority.

Friona Interbank has an opening for a 
full-time teller. To apply online, please 

go to interbank.com. Thank You.

FOR SALE
2010 White F-150 Ford Pickup

4x2 Regular Cab with 5.4L V8 Engine
Manual windows & locks
— Only 22,200 miles —

New premium wheels & tires
(806) 265-5200
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Check Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

State Capital Highlights
By Chris Cobler

Lawmakers start $7 billion away from 
target

Texas House and Senate leaders ap-
pear to agree on their proposed budgets. 
Next, they just have to figure out how to 
cut $7.2 billion.

Senate Finance Chair Jane Nelson, 
R-Flower Mound, worked with Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick to propose a state budget of 
$119.7 billion in general funds. House 
Speaker Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, 
proposed the same budget figure, indi-
cating a collaborative spirit at the start of 
the 87th session.

That spirit will be tested as legislators 
try to meet Comptroller Glen Hegar’s 
budgeted revenue forecast of $112.5 bil-
lion. 

“We have many tools available to bal-
ance this budget, which will require us 
to re-establish our priorities, stretch ev-
ery dollar and find more efficient ways 
to deliver services,” Nelson said in a 
statement.

Among the priorities she set:
• Maintaining the education funding 

increases and teacher pay raises estab-
lished in 2019, including $3.1 billion to 
fund enrollment growth for public edu-
cation and $1 billion in additional state 
aid related to property tax compression 
in the 2022-23 biennium.

• $5 billion for payroll growth and con-
tinued reforms to the Teacher Retire-
ment System passed last session.

• $8.1 billion to fund higher education 
institution formulas.

• Combined projected funding of $8 
billion for mental health across 24 state 
agencies, including an increase of $19.5 
million to maintain operations for the 
Texas Child Mental Health Care Consor-
tium; more than $1 million in new fund-
ing to create a peer-to-peer counseling 
network and increase access to licensed 
mental health providers for Texas Law 
Enforcement Officers; and $145 million 
to continue community mental health 
grant programs.

• $352.6 million for women’s health 

programs, including the continuation of 
the Healthy Texas Women program’s en-
hanced postpartum care services imple-
mented by the Legislature last session.

• $57.6 million to continue fighting 
human trafficking through prevention, 
detection, victim services and the jus-
tice system.

•  $1.3 million to perform necessary 
maintenance on the Texas Election 
Administration Management System, 
which manages voter registration in 
Texas.

• $39.1 million in new appropriations 
to fortify security at the Texas Capitol, 
including additional troopers and en-
hanced safety measures.

• $30.4 billion to the Texas Department 
of Transportation to address the state’s 
transportation needs, including $26.4 
billion dedicated for highway planning, 
design, construction and maintenance.

Phelan’s statement indicated the 
same support for public education and 
also included an appropriation of $74.2 
billion for the Texas Medicaid program, 
including $27.4 billion in general rev-
enue.The House version includes an 
additional $920 million to address pro-
jected caseload growth.

“The decisions we make during the 
87th legislative session will have lasting 
effects on the future of our state, which 
is why the House will work to improve 
our business climate, foster economic 
prosperity, and do what’s right for our 
students,” Phelan said.

Strawberry fields forever
You don’t find many strawberry fields 

in Texas, but that could change if a seed 
planted by the Texas Department of Ag-
riculture takes root.

The department has awarded a sec-
ond grant to the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service to research and test 
how the state’s farmers can make more 
money growing strawberries.

Leading the project is AgriLife exten-
sion’s Russ Wallace, a horticulturist in 

Lubbock. You might call him the John 
Lennon of Texas strawberries.

“We’re extremely excited about what 
we’ve learned thus far to successfully 
grow strawberries in Texas and increase 
profitability,” Wallace said in an AgriL-
ife news release. “This is the next step in 
our ongoing research where we’ll be do-
ing more work with shading trials, fine-
tuning fertilization and additional work 
with herbicides.”

Strawberries have some juicy poten-
tial as a specialty crop because consum-
ers have shown an increasing hunger for 
locally grown produce, ag experts say, 
although they don’t often use bad puns.

One of the research sites is Atascosa 
County’s Poteet, the self-proclaimed 
strawberry capital of Texas. Poteet 
Strawberry Festival organizers recently 
announced the event will go on April 
9-11.

Some readers of the festival’s Face-
book page criticized the move as having 
the potential to spread COVID-19 faster 
than jam on toast.

Festival organizers responded that 
“we’ve been working and hoping for a 
blessing that we can continue, within al-
lowable restrictions or capabilities, but 
still continuing as possible. We hope all 
goes well.”

With your permission, gentle readers, 
we’ll close here with this Beatles’ open-
ing stanza and try to leave you with a 
song in your heart:

Let me take you down
’Cause I’m going to Strawberry Fields
Nothing is real
And nothing to get hung about
Strawberry Fields forever

Chris Cobler is a board member and 
past president of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Foundation of Texas. He welcomes 
email at ccobler@texaspress.com. Vet-
eran journalist Gary Borders will be tak-
ing over the “Capital Highlights” column 
starting next week as Cobler embarks on 
a new challenge.

January 27 is designated 
as International Holocaust 
Day. In 2005 the United Na-
tions adopted a resolution 
“for commemoration of the 
victims of the Nazi regime.”  
What struck me as even more 
significant about this resolu-
tion was its second mission 
statement:   support the de-
velopment of educational 
programs to remember the 
Holocaust and to prevent fur-
ther genocide.

On January 27, 1945, the 
first Allied troops (the Sovi-
ets, in this case) reached the 
concentration camp in Aus-
chwitz, Poland. Auschwitz 
was what could be referred to 
as a triple threat—a concen-
tration camp to relocate Jews, 
a death camp, and if one were 
“lucky,” a labor camp. When 
educating others about the 
Holocaust, the transport 
story is as compelling as any.  
Nazis loaded Jews on the rail 
cars such as the one pictured 
below.

“The train arrived in the 
middle of the night, so we 
were greeted by very bright 
lights shining down on us. 
We were greeted by soldiers, 
SS men, as well as women. 
We were greeted by dogs 
and whips, by shouting and 
screaming, orders to try to 
empty the train, by confu-
sion. There is no way to de-
scribe your first coming to 
Auschwitz --Survivor Fritzie 
Weiss Fritzshall. 

The Soviets discovered only 
remnants of humanity that 
January day.  The Nazis had 
retreated with 60,000 Jews 
on a death march away from 
the camp.  The SS left behind 
some 7,000 of the weakest 
prisoners to die in Auschwitz.  
One of the first Soviets to en-
ter the camp, 21-year-old 
Ivan Martynushkin, recalled 
65 years later his experience 
in a 2010 television interview.

“We saw emaciated, tor-
tured, impoverished people,” 
Martynushkin said. “Those 
were the people I first en-
countered. We could tell from 
their eyes that they were hap-
py to be saved from this hell. 
Happy that now they weren’t 

threatened by death in a cre-
matorium. Happy to be freed. 
And we had the feeling of do-
ing a good deed — liberating 
these people from this hell.” 
(Washington Post, January 
27, 2015). 

*************
Just as we cannot assume 

children will learn courtesy 
and manners independently 
without guidance, we must 
remember that much of text-
book education, especially 
history, is crucial, too.  We 
don’t want our kids wiping 
their noses on their sleeves.  
We want them to learn to say 
please and thank you.  We 
should also make it a priority 
that they know what hate and 
ignorance can reap.

Discussions are hard when 
it comes to explaining how 
the  Holocaust came to be.  
Sure, it’s impactful to show a 
PowerPoint of the emaciated 
prisoners, the piled corpses, 
the crematoriums—those 
visuals say far more than a 
class lecture.  Watch The Boy 
in the Striped Pajamas and 
Schindler’s List and Escape 
from Sobibor.  Have them 
read The Diary of Anne Frank. 
But try to do this with your 
children as an informed par-
ent, educator, or guest speak-
er.  Preview the movies.  Read 
the books first, or even better, 
with them.  Then, create that 
safe space in your home or 
classroom where questions 
can be asked and candidly 
answered, age-appropriate.  
The how and the why of the 
Holocaust deserve this. Don’t 
shoot from the hip.  Inform 
yourself first and then fire a 
cannon—one that catapults 
the unbelievable events of 
1939-1945 in a manner suit-
able for your audience.

In August 2017, I drove to 
New York City for the sole 
purpose of meeting Johanna 

Reiss.  Her book, The Upstairs 
Room, was a Sixth-Grade 
reading assignment for many 
of my classes. We began an 
email correspondence in 
2015 that gave me an incred-
ible opportunity to speak to a 
survivor of the Jewish perse-
cution during World War II.  
She escaped the concentra-
tion camps due to her father’s 
pro-active plans to relocate 
his children. For two years, 
Johanna lived in hiding. She 
was a prisoner of sorts in an 
attic with her older sister as 
her only companion.  

Johanna invited me into 
her home in downtown Man-
hattan (a very modest place, 
not confused with penthouse 
living).  She talked freely and 
delighted in showing me the 
artwork that her sister Sini 
had painted.  She allowed me 
to take photos, walk through 
her rooms, ask any question, 
and afterward accepted my 
invitation to walk down the 
street to buy our breakfast.  

Meeting Johanna was like a 
continuing education course 
for me. She has lived in the 
United States since the early 
1950s. In her 80s now, much 
of her life’s work today is tell-
ing her story to schoolchil-
dren in the United States. On 
occasion, she will travel back 
to her hometown in the Neth-
erlands and then to Germany 

to speak to schools there.
Once the pandemic ends, 

your family may be ready for 
some road trips.  Maybe you 
could consider some his-
torical sites along with your 
beach and amusement parks.  
The United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C., along with oth-
er history museums on the 
National Mall, are field trip 
heaven.  For in-state educa-
tional opportunities to learn 
about the Holocaust, I have 
visited Holocaust Museums 
in El Paso and Dallas—both 
smaller but certainly infor-
mative. Houston and San 
Antonio also have museums 
dedicated to the remem-
brance of this event.

The Final Solution hap-
pened.  Genocides like it con-
tinue, but like many events in 
this new age, we have grown 
jaded to headlines that might 
once have horrified us. If for 
no other reason, remember 
and educate so that evil is 
held accountable.

REPORT OF Sharon A. May County Treasurer of PARMER 
County, Texas, of Receipts and Expenditures from October 
01, to December 31, 2020 Inclusive:

JURY FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ....  $125,946.43
Amount Received Since Last Report ...........................  $2,380.94
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  ..............................  $511.86
12/31/20 Balance  .......................................................  $127,815.51  

GENERAL FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  .. $3,721,802.63
Amount Received Since Last Report  ....................  $1,277,877.57
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  ....................  $1,214,415.03
 12/31/20 Balance  ...................................................  $3,785,265.17

FARM TO MARKET FUND
  Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020 .  $1,913,038.31
Amount Received Since Last Report .......................  $397,289.35
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  .......................  $270,749.20
 12/31/20 Balance ....................................................  $2,039,578.46

CONTINGENCY FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ....  $288,113.64
Amount Received Since Last Report .......................  $109,987.84
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  .......................  $345,600.00
 12/31/20 Balance  ........................................................  $52,501.48

PARMER COUNTY FORFEITURE FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ......  $28,295.69
Amount Received Since Last Report  ..............................  $253.27
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  ..................................   $0.00
 12/31/20 Balance  ........................................................  $28,548.96

PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020 .....  $167,725.64
Amount Received Since Last Report  ...........................  $9,355.30
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report ..........................  $17,197.64
 12/31/20 Balance .......................................................  $159,883.30

REVENUE FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ....  $209,829.54
Amount Received Since Last Report  .........................  $58,019.24
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report ..........................  $90,652.80
 12/31/20 Balance  ......................................................  $177,195.98

JUVENILE PROBATION FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ........  $4,869.77
Amount Received Since Last Report  ................................   $90.99
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  ..................................   $0.00
 12/31/20 Balance  ..........................................................  $4,960.76

COUNTY ATTORNEY - CHECK COLLECTION FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020 .........  $3,412.89
Amount Received Since Last Report ..............................  $607.70
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  ..............................  $637.00
 12/31/20 Balance  ..........................................................  $3,383.59

DISTRICT ATTORNEY CHECK 
COLLECTION - 287TH FUND

Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ........  $4,431.28
Amount Received Since Last Report  .........................  $15,205.06
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report ............................  $8,453.02
 12/31/20 Balance  ........................................................  $11,183.82

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FORFEITURE FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ......  $46,729.15
Amount Received Since Last Report  .........................  $29,155.59
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  .........................  $25,599.46
 12/31/20 Balance  ........................................................  $50,285.28

COUNTY ATTORNEY FORFEITURE FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ........  $4,844.87
Amount Received Since Last Report ..................................   $0.98
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  ..................................   $0.00
 12/31/20 Balance  ..........................................................  $4,845.85

INTEREST & SINKING FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ......  $87,360.65
Amount Received Since Last Report  .........................  $29,469.46
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  ..................................   $0.00
 12/31/20 Balance  ......................................................  $116,830.11

LATERAL FUND
Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020  ...............   $0.00
Amount Received Since Last Report  .........................  $30,401.16
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  .........................  $30,401.16
 12/31/20 Balance  .................................................................   $0.00

PARMER COUNTY ATTORNEY 
PRETRIAL DIVERSION FUND

Balance Last Report, Filed September 30, 2020 .........  $6,278.04
Amount Received Since Last Report  ..............................  $761.87
Amount Paid Out Since Last Report  ...........................  $4,112.44
 12/31/20 Balance  ..........................................................  $2,927.47

RECAPITULATION
Jury Fund ...................................................................... $127.815.51         
General Fund ............................................................ $3,785,265.17                                  
Farm To Market Fund .............................................. $2,039,578.46                                                 
Contingency Fund......................................................... $52,501.48                                                                               
Parmer County Forfeiture Fund .................................. $28,548.96                                          
Permanent Improvement Fund ................................ $159,883.30                                     
Revenue Fund .............................................................. $177,195.98                                        
Juvenile Probation Fund ................................................. $4,960.76                                                                                       
County Attorney - Check Collection Fund ................... $3,383.59                                                                 
District Check Collection - 287Th Fund ..................... $11,183.82                                                               
District Attorney Forfeiture Fund ................................ $50,285.28                                                                               
County Attorney Forfeiture Fund .................................. $4,845.85                                       
Interest & Sinking Fund .............................................. $116,830.11                                   
Lateral Fund .............................................................................$0.00                                                                                           
Parmer County Attorney Pretrial Diversion ................ $2,927.47    
Total  .......................................................................... $6,565,205.74    

LIST OF BONDS AND OTHER SECURITIES ON HAND
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
GENERAL FUND              
JURY
PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT
INVESTMENTS
TOTAL

T R E A S U R E R’S   R E P O R T
PARMER COUNTY, TEXAS

THE STATE OF TEXAS

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day 
personally appeared Sharon A. May, County Treasurer of 
Parmer County, who by me duly sworn, upon oath, says that 
the within and foregoing report is true and correct.

Sharon A. May
County Treasurer
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 25th Day of  
January, 2021.

Trey Ellis
County Judge - Parmer County, Texas
Examined and approved in open Commissioners’ Court 
this 25th Day of January, 2021.
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AGENCY: USDA Rural Development (RD)

ACTION: Notice of Availability of an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
 
SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that RD, as required by the National Environmental Policy 
Act, is issuing an EA in connection with possible impacts related to the project proposed Del Rio 
Dairy, of Friona, Texas.  The proposal is for construction of an anaerobic digestion facility in 
Parmer County. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: To obtain copies of the EA, or for further information, contact:  
Terry Czerwien, State Environmental Coordinator, 101 South Main Street, Temple, Texas 76501, 
at 254-742-9789 or terry.czerwien@tx.usda.gov.  The EA is also available for public review at 
Amarillo Area Office, 6565 Amarillo Boulevard West, Suite C, Amarillo, Texas 79106.   
 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Del Rio Dairy proposes to construct an anaerobic digestion 
renewable energy facility to convert cow manure to biogas, on approximately 22 acres of land 
south of Friona.  
 
Analytical Environmental Services, an environmental consultant, prepared an environmental 
assessment for RBS that describes the project, assesses the proposed project’s environmental 
impacts, and summarizes as applicable any mitigation measures used to minimize environmental 
effects.  
 
RD has conducted an independent evaluation of the EA and believes that it accurately assesses 
the impacts of the proposed project.  No significant impacts are expected as a result of the 
construction of the project. 
  
Questions and comments should be sent to RD at the address provided.  RD will accept questions 
and comments on the EA for 14 days from the date of publication of this notice. 
 
Any final action by RD related to the proposed project will be subject to, and contingent upon, 
compliance with all relevant Federal environmental laws and regulations and completion of 
environmental review procedures as prescribed by 7 CFR Part 1970, Environmental Policies and 
Procedures. 
 
A general location map of the proposal is shown below.  
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Powerlifting Results

Wt. Place Athlete BWT Squat Bench Dead Total
123 1 Giovanny Ponce 121.2 345 170 350 865
123 4 Michael Bautista 119.6 265 165 275 705
132 1 Mario Bautista 132 315 230 325 870
165 3 Tony Rodriguez 163.2 325 170 335 830
165 6 Jarrett White 160.6 260 155 310 725
165 8 Isaac Olmos 153 260 165 275 700
181 2 Matthew Dimas 175.4 365 200 370 935
181 9 Gabe Abarca 177.6 270 135 260 665
198 3 Eduardo Juarez 197.6 345 190 320 855
242 1 Aaron Rodriguez 236.4 445 185 385 1015
242 2 Anthony Abarca 229.2 400 215 380 995
242 3 Frank Perez 236.6 380 215 360 955

Wt. Place Athlete BWT Squat Bench Dead Total
97 1 Trinity Ramos 96 155 70 185 410
105 3 Amor Espinoza 98 135 70 160 365
132 2 Magdalena Licerio 132.4 225 125 250 600
132 6 Janessa Garcia 128 180 85 200 465
198 4 Ahtziri Soltero 197 280 85 230 595

Dimmitt Boys Invitational - Dimmitt AC - 1/23/2021

Dimmitt Invitational Girls Meet - Dimmitt Activity Center - 1/23/2021

Team Results: 1. Friona: 42 points, 2. Tulia: 41 points, 3. Dimmitt: 28 points, 4. Wolfforth 
Frenship: 27 points, 5. Amarillo Highland Park: 24 points, 6. Muleshoe: 12 points

Team Results: 1. Dimmitt: 60 points, 2. Tulia: 41 points, 3. Brownfield: 30 points, 
4. Friona: 17 points, 5. Muleshoe: 14 points, 6. Wolfforth Frenship: 5 points

ENGINEERING SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Friona is seeking to select a qualified engineer/engineering firm registered to practice in

the State of Texas to A) prepare certain application material necessary for application submission to

the  Texas  Department  of  Agriculture  for  a  2021  Downtown  Revitalization  Project  and  B)

{Contingent upon funding availability from TDA} Provision of engineering services associated

with project implementation including all preliminary and final design plans and specifications, and

to conduct all necessary interim and final inspections. The City of Friona wishes to improve slum

and blight conditions in an area of Downtown Friona. Project activities may include: replacing

old and dangerous sidewalks in the downtown area with ADA compliant sidewalks and access

ramps and other eligible Downtown Revitalization program activities.

A copy of the Request for Proposal for Services may be obtained from the Panhandle Regional

Planning Commission, P.O. Box 9257, Amarillo, Texas 79105, ATTN:  Alex Guerrero, (806) 372-

3381.  A statement of qualifications for these proposed services will be required.  

Please submit your proposal and statement of qualifications to the address below:

Leander Davila, City Manager 

City of Friona

623 Main Street, Friona, TX 79035

Qualifications must be received by the City no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, February 8,

2021,  to  be  considered.   Proposals  will  be  considered  during  the  regular  Council  Meeting

scheduled on February 8, 2021 at Friona City Hall at 6:30 P.M. The City reserves the right to

negotiate with any and all individuals, engineers or firms that submit qualifications, as per the

Texas Professional Services Procurement Act and the Uniform Grant and Contract Management

Standards. Section 3 Residents and Business Concerns, Minority Business Enterprises, Small

Business Enterprises and Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to submit proposals. All

engineers/firms  must  not  be debarred or  suspended from the Excluded Parties  List  System

(EPLS) of the System for Award Management (SAM) www.sam.gov.

The City of Friona is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.

Billie Jo Hand, long time res-
ident of Friona, Texas, passed 
from this earth on Saturday, 
January 23, 2021, surrounded 
by her adoring family.  View-
ing will be held from 9:00 A.M. 
to 8:00 P.M. Thursday, January 
28, 2021 in the Ron Smiley Me-
morial Chapel of HANSARD 
FAMILY. Celebration of Life 
Services have been scheduled 
for 10:00 A.M. Friday, Janu-
ary 29, 2021 at the Sixth Street 
Church of Christ in Friona with 
Jeff Procter and Mark Dennis, 
officiating. Burial following in 
the Friona Cemetery by HAN-
SARD FAMILY Funeral Home 
of Friona.

A Valentine’s baby, Billie Jo 
was born on February 14 1926 
to Delmar and Carrie Brock 
Shirley in Wellington, Texas.  
She married her love, John 
Hand, in 1944 and built a life 
and family with him at their 
home and farm in Hub, Texas.  
Billie Jo was a woman of many 
talents but many of those tal-
ents revolved around her hard 
working, loving hands.  With 
her hands, she could create the 
most delicious desserts. Her 
hands painted pictures that 
many might mistake for a fa-
mous artist.  Her hands could 
play the most beautiful piano 
music that ranged from coun-
try to the blues.  Her hands 
loved playing Skip Bo with her 
grandkids until they saw cards 
in their sleep.  But most of all, 

her hands were always seen 
holding onto those she loved. 

Billie Jo grew up listening to 
her talented father and uncles 
playing the fiddle and guitar 
in their band.  Because of this, 
she loved listening to music 
and anytime it was playing 
she was sure to be found tap-
ping her foot and shaking her 
finger in such a way that was 
contagious to everyone else in 
the room.   “When you dance, 
your purpose is not to get to a 
certain place on the floor.  It’s 
to enjoy each step along the 
way.”-Wayne Dier.  Billie Jo did 
just that, not only on the dance 
floor but in life as well.  You 
might see her sitting in church 
wearing her pearls one day and 
the next she might be killing 
rattlesnakes in her backyard 
or fighting off bear cubs with a 
broom from her back porch in 
Ruidoso.   Although all of this 
brought a smile to her face, her 
greatest love was being with 
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Billie Jo Hand

Mario Vega Sr., 55 of Friona 
passed away January 25, 2021 
in Lubbock. Memorial Ser-
vices will be held at a later 
date. Burial will be held at 
the Parroquia del Sagrado 
Corazón in Apaseo El Alto 
Guanajuato Mexico. Crema-
tion arrangements by HAN-
SARD FAMILY Funeral Home 
of Friona.

Mario was born January 4, 
1966 in Celaya Guanajuato 
Mexico to Jesus and Maria 
Luisa Jimenez Vega. He later 
married Maria Magdalena 
Hernandez.

He loved music, specifi-
cally playing keyboard and 
singing. While being a very 

humble man, he also was 
a jokester. He loved soccer, 
wrestling, and martial arts, as 
well. 

He is preceded in death by 
his father Jesus Vega Sr.

Mario Vega Sr.

her family; whenever they 
were together she had every-
thing she needed.  Billie Jo was 
a member of Sixth St. Church 
of Christ in Friona, Texas and a 
resident of Autumn Hill Man-
or in Weatherford, Texas. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband of 68 years, 
John Hand, her parents and 
one sister, Peggy Fern Milloy. 

Billie Jo will be dearly 
missed and loved by her two 
sons- Gary Hand and wife Gail 
of Friona, Texas, Rex Hand 
and wife Evelyn of Gainesville, 
Texas  and one daughter- Cari 
Dennis and husband Mark 
of Aledo, Texas.  Billie Jo was 
blessed with eight grandchil-
dren-Tamara Outland of Shal-
lowater Texas, Boone Hand 
and wife Amy of Cave Creek, 
Arizona, Trista Stallings and 
husband Tommy of Shallowa-
ter, Texas, Bowie Hand and 
wife Abby of Austin, Texas, 
Tania Raindl and husband 
Brady of Shallowater, Texas, 
Josh Dennis and wife Lexi of 
Trophy Club, Texas, Jeremy 
Dennis of Hurst, Texas and 
Chase Hamilton and wife 
Karaline of Ft Worth, Texas,  
and twelve great-grandchil-
dren who will all miss her 
warmth and kindness, laugh-
ter and love. 

Those to carry on his legacy 
include his mother-Maria 
Luisa Vega, his wife-Maria 
Magdalena Vega, 2 sons-Ma-
rio Vega, Jr., and Alessander 
Vega, all of Friona, 2 daugh-
ters Maria Ulibarri and hus-
band Nicholas of Clovis, and 
Yesenia Giron and husband 
Jesus of Pilot Point, Texas, 1 
brother-Jesus Vega and wife 
Erika, 2 sisters-Teresa March-
ant and husband Alfred, and 
Guillermina Vega, all of Frio-
na, and 4 grandchildren.

Varsity Girls Basketball
Friona 31 Dimmitt 51

Friona 24 Denver City 43
Friona 43 Muleshoe 59

Record: 2-14 District: 0-10

Varsity Boys Basketball
Friona 36 Denver City 46
Husted (11 pts) Rejino (10 pts) 
Friona 43 Muleshoe 59
Husted (13 pts) Rejino 11 (pts)
Record: 1-12 District 0-9
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Wednesday 

February 3 

10:00-11:00am 

Join us! 

Come to 
STORYTIME 

at 
Created With Purpose 

of West Texas 
Open to all kids  

18mo-4yrs & their siblings 
Must be accompanied 
by parent or caretaker. 

907 Hwy 86, Bovina, Texas 79009 806-251-4673

Snacks

Juice Box

The Tex-Mex 15u South-
west Volleyball Club team 
played their first ever 
tournament in Lubbock 
on January 17, 2021. They 
played in Division III 15u 
of the Next Level Tourna-
ment. 

The team played three 
pool play games and then 

had to play two more sets 
in a second place tiebreak-
er match. They came up 
one set short of playing in 
the Gold Bracket. 

Next, the team had a bye 
in round one of the Silver 
Bracket. They won two 
hard fought matches to 
finish up as the champi-

ons of that bracket. 
Team members are: 

Back row (l-r) Kinzee 
Crow, Reese Stowers, 
Jacee Burney, and Kitzy 
Welch. Front row (l-r) Erin 
Creasy, Reyna Arias, and 
Arela Sacerio. Coaches 
are Carrie Arias and Casey 
Sharrock.

Southwest Volleyball Club team makes debut

The Friona Economic De-
velopment Corporation held 
its Annual Meeting on Thurs-
day, January 21st at 7:30 a.m. 
in the City Council Chambers 
at 619 Main in Friona, Texas. 

The meeting began with a 
roll call. There were no pub-
lic comments. Re-appointed 
board members were sworn 
in. Minutes of the September 
29, 2020 Quarterly Meeting 
were reviewed and approved. 
Approval was given for the 
year-to-date financial state-
ment for December 2020. 

FEDC officers were elected 
for the year 2020-2021. Danny 
Kendrick was re-elected as 
President, Andy Alexander 
will continue as Vice Presi-
dent, and Holly Campbelll 
will continue serving as Sec-
retary. 

Approval was given for a 
loan request of $25,000.00 by 
Yvette Williams and Mayra 
Olmos for their company, 
Dos Chixx. The business 
specializes in mass custom 
printing with a goal to even-
tually add gift ship services 

and items.
 Approval was given for the 

replacement of the plastic tire 
climber section of the play-
ground equipment located at 
Reeve Lake. 

The Store Front project that 
was begun on Main Street last 
year will be expanded in the 
upcoming year. 

The Board also heard a re-
port from City Manager Lee 
Davila concerning the busi-
ness climate in Friona and the 
need for a survey to quantify 
the needs of the community.

FEDC holds quarterly meeting

Re-appointed FEDC board members (l-r) Henry Clark, Andy Alexander, Holly 
Campbell, and Justin Jeter, are sworn in for another term.

You and your spouse are invited to a romantic 
Valentine’s Date Night.  Cost per couple is $30,
and covers a delicious meal at a table for two, great 
entertainment, a photo of you and your spouse, on-site 
childcare, and biblical encouragement for your marriage.
This is open to married couples of any age, but get 
your ticket soon, as space is limited. Tickets available from 
the FBC Church office, 806-250-3933 or from Ivy Cottage.  

fbcfriona.com

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking • TeleBank (806) 364-8300

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking 
• Savings/ Real Saver

“The bank designed with YOU in mind.”
Three LocaTions To serve You

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

• Certificate of Deposits
•Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• ATM Cards/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

try our mobile app today!
Keep up with your account balances as well as 
all of your transactions with our free mobile 

banking app. Everything you need to 
know about your accounts is in the 

palm of your hand. 


