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IP OF YEAR—Capt. James E. Nickel, left, a class commander with the 64th Student

Squadron, goes over part of the extensive preflighting of a Cessna T-37 with 2nd Lt
James B, Reinertsen prior to takeoff. Captain Nickel has been selected as Reese In-

- )

Capt. James E. Nickel has been selected as the Instructor
Pilot of the Year for 1972 and will soon represent Reese in the
Air Training Command (ATC) competition. :

Captain Nickel is a class commander for the 64th Student
Squadron. He is responsible for supervising all activities of the
officers assigned to his class and is involved in every aspect of
training in the Cessna T-37 phase of the Undergraduate Pilot
Training (UPT) program.

After OTS

Following his graduation from Officer Training School (OTS)
at Lackland AFB, Tex., in September, 1969, Captain Nickel at-
tended UPT at Williams AFB, Ariz. He was assigned to Reese
following Pilot Instructor Training (PIT) at Perrin and Randolph
AFBs, Tex.

The captain served as an IP with the 3501st Pilot Training
Squadron at Reese (presently the 35th Flying Training Squadron)
for one year prior to his assignment to the 64th Student Squad-
ron.

In nominating the captain, Maj. Rodney E. Franklin, 64th
Student Squadron commander, said, “The most notable of Cap-
tain Nickel’s accomplishments is his ability to motivate stu-
dents, both toward UPT and the United States Air Force.”

Excellent Ratings

The nomination letter continued, “His instructional ability
and effectiveness in training students are reflected in the ex-
cellent ratings he receives on all flight evaluations. Consistently
outstanding effectiveness reports are testimony to his officer
qualities.” ‘ _

Other comments about the captain came from some of his
students on their phase critiques; “Captain Nickel was singu-
larly the most motivating and inspirational force in T-37 train-
ing. He exemplifies all the things an outstanding officer should
be”; “Captain Nickel was a superb class commander. The fact
that he was always around was indicative of his concern. I felt
I could always talk to him.”

Lubbock, Texas March 16, 1973 )

structor Pilot of the Year and will represent Reese in the upcoming Air Training Com-

mand competition. See story below. (U.S. Air Force Photo by Sgt. Howard Fritzke)

Captain Nickel earns IP of Year honors

Captain Nickel has several duties in addition to his job as an
IP. He presently serves as squadron protocol officer and per-
iodically gives briefings around Reese concerning military cus-
toms and courtesies. As squadron athletic officer, Captain
Nickel organized a program that resulted in the awarding of the
Commander’s Trophy to his organization.

While assigned to the 3501st PTS, he coordinated with main-
tenance officials to have T-37 crew chiefs’ names painted on
their aircraft.

Special Projects

Captain Nickel also serves in several special project activi-
ties. He is in charge of the monthly Wing Commander’s awards
ceremony. He is also assisting in the planning and execution of
the current dormitory dedications as well as preparing and pre-
senting special briefings for local Reserve Officer Training
Corps (ROTC) detachments.

The captain is also involved in the Lubbock community. He is
active in the Lubbock Optimist Youth Program as the coach of
a “Little Dribblers” basketball team. This team is comprised
of 9 and 10-year-old boys who are members of minority groups.
His assistance in this community service was termed “invalu-
able” in the nomination letter.

Professional Officer

Major Franklin concluded in the nominating letter, “Captain
Nickel’s impressive list of accomplishments speaks for itself.
He is an outstanding individual and a professional officer of the
highest caliber. His leadership, enthusiasm and ability to moti-
vate are an inspiration to all with whom he comes in contact.
Captain Nickel is most deserving of the selection as Instructor
Pilot of the Year for Reese and the Air Training Command.”

The 28-year-old native of Springfield, Mo., has spent most
of his life in Sacramento, Calif. His wife, the former Miss Marie
E. Lester, is a native of Sacramento. They have one son, Brett
Alan, and are expecting another child soon.
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