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EPA approves
use in Deepwater Horizon oil spill cleanup

By MERIDETH MURPHEY

Starr WriTer

Fibertect™, a nonwoven cotton-
carbon material, created by Seshadri
Ramkumar, an associate professor of
nonwoven materials for The Insti-
tute of Environmental and Human
Heath, has been approved by the
Environmental Protection Agency
as a sorbent for oil application in the
cleanup of the Deepwater Horizon
oil spill.

The EPA approval came after First »

Line Technologies, a Virginia-based
company that commercializes Fiber-
tect™, sent a crew to Grand Isle, La.
to test the absorption material on oil
that had washed ashore.

“It was observed that when the
oil was viscous, and even semi-solid,”

ch cotton technology for

PHOTO COURTESY OF MURALIDHAR LALAGIRI
SUDHEER JINKA (LEFT) and Vinit Kumar Singh, both graduate students working within The Institute
of Environmental and Human Health, produce nonwoven cotton in Seshadri Ramkumar’s laboratory at the
institute.

Ramkumar said, “the Fibertect™ was
able to absorb the oil.”

Not only is the oil spill contami-
nating the surface of the water, but
recently the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration —
NOAA — has reported plumes below
the surface releasing toxins.

Ramkumar said Fibertect™ will
prove to be more successful in clean-
ing than other methods that are being
used, such as dispersants, because it is
a non-toxic material that eliminates
harmful vapors released by the oil.

“Recently, there have been some
reports, which have been endorsed by
NOAA,” Ramkumar said, “that even
at a depth of 400 meters below the
surface of sea there are some plumes,
the oil is seen as a plume from which
volatile gases such as benzene and

other volatile forms of the oil are
emanating, and these volatile gases
are known to have carcinogenic ef-
fects, and they are also known to
give some catastrophic damage to the
marine life, so this is one important
finding.”

He said these plumes are reducing
oxygen levels by up to 40% and that
Fibertect™ not only absorbs oil, but
also combats the oxygen depletion.

Originally, Ramkumar did not
develop Fibertect™ for oil absorp-
tion but said although this oil spill is
a tragedy, it was a perfect fit for his
research and the advancement of the
technology.

“My original application was
to develop a wipe, cleaning mate-
rial for soldiers and fighter planes,”
Ramkumar said, “just dealing with

toxic vapors.”

The use of Fibertect™ to clean the
oil spill has led to the EPA approval
which will lead to the development
of new Fibertect™ materials such as
gloves, face masks that block toxins,
carpet, industrial and household
cleaning materials and more.

Amber Dean, associate manag-
ing director of licensing and busi-
ness development of technology
commercialization for Tech, said
the EPA approval of Fibertect™ is
bringing notoriety to the university
and Ramkumar.

“There has been a lot of interest,”
Dean said, “Texas Tech has been in
the news quite a bit because of it.”

She said it is also bringing fund-
ing for the university.

“In addition to a portion coming

PHOTO COUTRTESY OF FIRST LINE TECHNOLOG
FIBERTECT™, A NONWOVEN cotton product initially designed at Texas Tech for the cleaning of toxic
chemicals, absorbs semi-solid oil during its inital evaluation in Grand Isle, La. The Environmental Protection
Agency has approved the product for use in the cleanup of the Deepwater Horizon spill.

back to Tech,” Dean said, “a portion
is going to the researcher. There’s
also a portion going to Ramkumar’s
college and Ramkumar’s department
for additional research. So, it’s very
beneficial for us to license a tech-
nology and for there to be revenues
generated from the sales of that
technology.”

Fibertect™ has licensing agree-
ments with First Line Technologies
as well as Hobbs Bonded Fibers in
Waco.

Todd Reno, director of business
development at the Reese Technol-
ogy Center and Tech alumnus, said
this approval will help bring Tech to
a new level of recognition.

“When Tech can get out in front
and be the spokespeople and be the
problem solvers for any kind of is-

sue that’s a good thing,” Reno said,
“but when it’s something of this
magnitude, obviously it’s going to
bring additional attention to Tech
and to the university.”

He said Ramkumar and his
invention will help bring Tech
to status as a National Research
University because researchers and
students from all around the world
want to work with him.

“Part of the Tier One plot is you
have to bring in researchers,” Reno
said. “You have to bring in this top-
notch talent.”

Ramkumar said within a year
there will be new products on the
market and High Plains cotton
farmers will see an increase in
revenues.

»»merideth.murphey@ttu.edu

Mortgage rates continue to sink, reach lowest on record

By ALAN ZIBEL

Tue Associatep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Mortgage rates fell this week to the
lowest level on record, giving con-
sumers added incentive to lock in
low payments for home purchases
and refinanced loans.

The average rate for 30-year
fixed loans sank to 4.69 percent,
from 4.75 percent last week; mort-
gage company Freddie Mac said
Thursday.

That'’s the lowest point since
Freddie Mac began tracking rates
in 1971. The previous record of
4.71 percent was set in December.
Rates for 15-year and five-year
mortgages also hit lows.

Mortgage rates have fallen over
the past two months as nervous
investors have shifted money into
the safety of Treasury bonds. The

demand for Treasurys has caused
Treasury yields to fall. And mort-
gage rates tend to track the yields
on long-term Treasurys.

Yet the falling rates have yet
to spark a home-buying boom
— or energize the economy. New-
home sales collapsed in May after
homebuying tax credits expired.
The economy also remains under
pressure from high unemployment.
And many people don’t qualify
under tightened lending rules.

“As long as prospective home-
buyers are still concerned about
their jobs and financial well-being,
many will be reluctant to take the
plunge, even though affordability
has never been better,” said Greg
McBride, senior financial analyst
with Bankrate.com.

Low rates throughout the
economy also hurt one group of
Anmericans: savers. Puny rates are

especially hard on people living on
fixed incomes who are earning next
to nothing on

on their mortgages than their
homes are worth — often called
“under water”

their savings. e — and can’t

Lending' = £ ,@ refinance. The
activiey re-  [£5 not the desire to  Obama ad-
mains sluggish. ministration

Mortgage ap-
plication vol-
ume dipped 6
percent last
week from a
week earlier,
according to
the Mortgage
Bankers As-
sociation.
Refinancing
activity fell 7
percent. And

refinance; its the
ability to
refinance. A lot
of people who can
already have, -,

CHRIS BROWN

Loan Officer
Trinity Mortgage Company

has launched
programs to
help borrow-
ers refinance
if they owe up
to 25 percent
more than
their home’s
value and have
loans owned
or guaranteed
by mortgage
giants Freddie

mortgage ap-

plications to

buy homes slipped 1.2 percent.
Many Americans owe more

Mac or Fannie
Mae.

About 291,000 homeowners
have participated as of March.

Yet that’s a small fraction of the
nearly 15 million homeowners
who are under water, according to
Moody’s Economy.com, and can-
not refinance. In hard-hit areas in
Nevada and Florida, for example,
home prices have fallen 50 per-
cent or more from their highs.
Record-low rates can’t rescue those
homeowners.

“It’s not the desire to refinance;
it’s the ability to refinance,” Chris
Brown, a loan officer with Trinity
Mortgage Co. in Orlando, Fla. “A
lot of the people who can already
have.”

Given the costs of refinancing,
some mortgage experts say a refi-
nancing can be worthwhile if you
can shave at least 0.75 percentage
point from an existing rate. Others
suggest waiting until you can lower
your rate by at least a point.

Despite some lenders’ ads, re-

financing is never free. A fee nor-
mally goes to the mortgage broker
or lender. There are also fees for
title insurance, a new appraisal,
document processing and other
charges. Often, mortgage brokers
or lenders create the appearance of
a “no fee” mortgage by adding the
costs to a total loan amount or by
charging a higher interest rate.

People considering refinancing
should factor in such fees. They
should also calculate how many
months it would take to recover
them. For those who expect to stay-
in their home for two years or less,
the fees might outweigh the savings
from a lower rate.

Freddie Mac collects mort-
gage rates on Monday through
Wednesday of each week from
lenders around the country. Rates
often fluctuate, even within a
given day.
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Tech adds to award-winning public art collection

By EVAN JANSA
Starr WRITER

With the recent addition of public
artwork in front of Horn Residence
Hall, Texas Tech continues to add to its
award-winning collection of public art
on campus.

The artwork in front of the residence
hall consists of three benches that have
seed-pod skeletons which act as support
— both structurally and artistically.

According to project manager for
Facilities, Planning and Construction
Rick Richeda, the $15,000 project was
completed on May 27 by Denver-based
artist Robert Tully. Tully’s inspiration for
the artwork stemmed simply from the
natural environment surrounding the
residence hall.

“(The inspiration) mostly came from
the trees in that immediate location,”
Tully said. “I tried to think of something
that would work with that landscape.
(The artwork) doesn’t really stand by
itself. It really makes you look around at
the trees, too.”

Tully was selected to complete the
project after he responded to Tech’s
request for qualifications was sent out,
according to director of project administra-
tion for Facilities, Planning and Construc-
tion Linda Owen.

After the qualifications are submitted
by numerous artists, the public art commit-
tee then takes the next step in selecting
the most competent artist.

“At that point, the artists bring in
designs and make a presentation,” Owen
said. “Once an artist is determined, they’re
contracted through our office.”

having completed around 25 works in
the past, also had some experience with
benches.

“The university specifically requested
bench artwork,” Tully said. “I've done
some benches in the past as parts of larger
artworks before. I think that’s why they
selected me.”

The artwork itself encourages creative
thinking and its meaning goes much
deeper than the surface of the structure.

“The artwork changes its nature when
peoplesitinit,” Tully said. “People become
part of the artwork. All of the sudden you
view the artwork differently. There’s some
sort of relationship between people and
their natural setting.”

According to Tully, those residing in
Hom Residence Hall, students, faculty and
visitors can explore the artwork on many
different levels.

“It’s perfect for a university,” Tully
said. “It enlivens the whole environment
when you have something that deals with
intellect and other values that aren't ad-
dressed in your daily working environment
otherwise.”

During the construction, Tully was
aided by landscape architect for Facilities,
Planning and Construction Jason Hodges
and Richeda.

“They really helped the project hap-
pen,” Tully said. “They helped facilitate
foundations, locations and installation.”

Richeda was also pleased with the out-
come of the artwork from start to finish.

“(Tully) was thorough,” Richeda said.
“He provided all the necessary pictures
and information throughout the process.
When he came to install it, everything was
organized and it went together fine.”

PHOTO BY RALSTON ROLLO/The Daily Toreador

ROBERT TULLY’S “SEED Seats,” located near the southeast corner of Horn Residence Hall, were inspired by the natural environment surround-
ing the residence hall. Tully, from Denver, Colo., creates art that includes people through interaction.

Tully, already an established artist »»evan.jansa@ttu.edu
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OU president says Sooners, Aggies received invites from SEC

ARDMORE, Okla. (AP) —
The president of the University of
Oklahoma said Wednesday that
his school and Texas A&M both
received invitations to join the
Southeastern Conference during
the last round of conference realign-
ment.

Although Oklahoma ended up
remaining in the Big 12, univer-
sity president David Boren said the
Sooners had offers from both the
SEC and the Pac-10. Boren spoke
with reporters after a regents meet-

ing for almost 40 minutes about the
conference realignment process.

“I'll put it this way — we were
well positioned for whatever worked
out,” Boren said.

SEC spokesman Craig Pinkerton
said he was “not in a position to
comment” on what Boren said. Bo-
ren declined to say who in the SEC
issued the invitation, only that that
person had the authority to do so.

Boren said the Pac-10 offer was

for five Big 12 schools — Oklahoma,

Oklahoma State, Texas, Texas A&M

and Texas Tech — to join as a group.
Pac-10 Commissioner Larry Scott
visited the schools earlier this month
to extend the invitations.

“The invitation was really to the
group,” Boren said. “It had to be,
because you couldn’t have our teams
all flying to the Pacific coast every
week to play games. There had to be
an eastern division of schools.”

Boren said the SEC extended
offers only to Oklahoma and Texas
A&M, both of which opted to stay

—in-aslimmed-down Big 12 after
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Colorado left for the Pac-10 and Ne-
braska left for the Big Ten. Because
the SEC offer didn’t include two of
the Sooners’ key rivals, Oklahoma
State and Texas, Boren said he didn’t
consider it a good option.

“There was a time when A&M
thought they were going to the SEC
and they very much wanted us to go
with them,” Boren said. “Oklahoma,
in the whole thing, we were posi-
tioned in a way where virtually we
could not have lost.”

Last Friday, Oklahoma State
president Burns Hargis confirmed
that his school “never had an of-
fer” from the SEC, “so it was never
anything to consider.” Both he and
Boren expressed a strong interest in
sticking together through any future
conference realignment.

“Had the Pac-10 thing fallen
apart, had the Big 12 minus two not
been put back together, we would
have probably ended up having
much more serious conversations
with the SEC, and (asked) would
they take OSU and Texas, for ex-
ample,” Boren said. “It never got
to that.”

Boren characterized the Pac-10
offer as one that obviously had been
researched and planned, while the
SEC’s offer was “more of a reaction
to the situation. When they saw that
the Big 12 might be no more, that
all the schools might go somewhere
else, they then started thinking
about ‘Who would we want?”

Scott said the Pac-10 offer went
nowhere because Texas decided
against it. Boren said it “basically
fell apart because of the difference
of opinion in Texas” regarding Texas
A&M’s interest in the SEC.

“One school doesn’t like the
other one to tell them what to do,”
Boren said, referring to Texas and
Texas A&M.

Texas A&M president R. Bowen
Loftin was out of his office Wednes-
day. In a June 14 letter posted on
the school’s website, he said that by
remaining a member of the Big 12,
“We were able to more than double
our financial return to the levels be-
ing offered by other conferences.”

Loftin added that another consid-
eration in staying in the conference
was maintaining Texas A&M’s “strong
foothold” in the state and preserving
longtime rivalries.

Big 12 athletic directors met this
week in Irving, Texas, to discuss the
conference’s future. Commissioner Dan
Beebe said the Big 12 has “no interest
in expansion” and that it was “not a
consideration” at the meeting.

“There is a great deal of ex-
citement about the future of the
conference,” Beebe said in a state-
ment. “Our member institutions
look forward to the continuation of
excellent competition and provid-
ing outstanding experiences for our
student-athletes. The 10-school
model is one that is extremely attrac-
tive and provides the opportunity for
continued long-term success.”
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School of Music presents weekly
Judson Maynard Carillon Series

By TRISTIN WALKER
Svarr Writer

Every Sunday this summer, the
Lubbock com-

They are also invited to come up
after the performance and feel the

different weights of the clappers.
“I do encourage everyone to
come and

munity can
come and en-
joy an evening
with the Jud-
son Maynard
Carillon Se-
ries presented
by the Texas
Tech Univer-
sity School of

1t is remarkable to
see what it means
to play and how it

all works.

watch us play
while the per-
formance is go-
ing on,” Wil-
son said. “It is
remarkable to
see what ex-
actly it means
to play a caril-
lon and how it

Music. ROY WILSON all works.”
The Caril- Adjunct Professor TheCharles

lon Series is'a Carillon and Organ and Ruth Baird

performance Memorial

of electronic

bells — called carillons — that will
be chiming throughout the Texas
Tech campus every Sunday evening
with an hour of joyful music.

Families with children, Tech
students and the public community
are all welcome to bring their lawn
chairs and picnic tables to listen
to the chiming bells play a variety
of works including popular songs,
classical songs, folk music, hymns,
children’s songs and original com-
positions for the carillon.

All performances start right
after the electronic bells chime the
hour for 8 p.m. The concert lasts
for 40 to 45 minutes, and the best
place to listen is from Memorial
Circle north of the Administration
building.

This Sunday, the public can
come and enjoy songs from Jim
Quashnock, who will be play-
ing the Carillon. Quashnock is a
church organist from Wichita Falls
who will be performing songs such
as The Lord of the Dance, some
French folk songs, Amazing Grace
and more.

Roy Wilson, orchestra director
for Lubbock Independent School
District, organist at St. John’s
United Methodist Church and
adjunct professor of carillon and
organ at Tech, said he has been
playing for the Carillon Series since
he returned to Lubbock in 1976.

“I always enjoy playing,” Wil-
son said. “We all very much enjoy
playing in the Carillon Series, as
well as in the fall for the memorial
service.”

Wilson said the carillon at Tech,
which is located on the west side of
the Administration building, has a
total of 43 chromatic bells.

He said the public is also wel-
come to come up to the western
tower of the Administration build-
ing and observe the performance
from the best seat in the house.

Carillon is a
Tech tradition that first started

in 1973 when Ruth Baird Lara-
bee made a donation to Tech
to buy and install a carillon in
memory of her parents.

Tech’s first Carillon Series,
in which Wilson performed,
began in the summer of 1979,
He said he is still proud to be
performing this summer.

Wilson has been training
other musicians so that the
number of people who vol-
unteer to play the carillon
during the summer series has
increased.

This year will be the 21st
year for the summer Carillon
Series, a Tech tradition that
does not seem to be going any-
where anytime soon.
»p-tristin.walker@ttu.edu

ATLANTA (AP) — Most
U.S. adults should eat less than
a teaspoon of salt each day, but a
new government report says just
1 in 18 meet that goal.

“This is not good news,” said
Janelle Peralez Gunn of the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, lead author of a new
study released Thursday.

Health officials currently say
no adult should eat more than a
teaspoon of salt each day. They
go on to advise that 70 percent of
adults — including people with
high blood pressure, all African-
Americans and everyone over
40 — should actually limit their
salt intake to a more restrictive
two-thirds of a teaspoon.

Sodium increases the risk
of high blood pressure, which
is major cause of heart disease
and stroke. Salt — or sodium
chloride — is the main source
of sodium for most people.
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Overall, only 1 in 10 adults
meet the teaspoon standard, said
the CDC study. But for those who
should be even stingier, only 1 in
18 manage to do it.

The research repeated what
others have found, that the vast
majority of dietary salt comes
from processed and restaurant
foods. And it concluded that salt
was most commonly found in cold
cuts and other meats, and in baked
goods and other items counted as
grain-based products.

“It’s not a matter of Americans
taking a salt shaker and adding
salt to their food,” said Linda Van
Horn, a Northwestern University
medical school professor who chairs
the American Heart Association’s
Nutrition Committee.

Salt reduction has become a
recent focus of public health cam-
paigns. New York City, the heart
association and nearly three dozen
other groups have been trying to

Small fraction of Americans meet salt guidelines

persuade food manufacturers and
chain restaurants to reduce salt
content by more than 50 percent
over the next 10 years. The CDC
and federal health agencies also
have had sodium-reduction talks
with food companies.

The CDC study is based on a
national survey of nearly 4,000
adults ages 20 and older in the
years 2005 and 2006. They had
their blood pressure taken and
answered questions about what
they ate. :

The participants tended to
consume roughly 1% teaspoons
of salt each day. People in the
more restrictive group — those
at increased risk of high blood
pressure — were eating twice as
much as they should have, the
study found.

One in three U.S. adults has
high blood pressure, and the gov-
ernment estimates that nine in 10
will develop it in their lifetime.
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Puzzles by PageFiller

In Sudoku, all the
numbers 1 to 9 must
be in every row,
column and 3 x 3 box. Use
logic to define the answers.

Cmbuds Office
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Solution to yesterday’s puzzle

A safe place for students & staff

fo bring concerns.

Ombuds Office-

“A safe place to

bring concerns and find solutions.
742-SAFE

SuiteJ024)(EasiiBasement)

Deadlines

Classified Line Ads:

Placed and paid for by 11 a.m. one
day in advance.

Classified Display Ads:

4 p.m. three days in advance.
Please call for rates for display
advertising.

(et

yments

All classifieds ads must be prepaid
prior to publication by credit card,
cash or personal check.

Checks should be made payable to
The Daily Toreador.

7428 SAEE]

ing You

www.dailytoreador.com
For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for
your ad online! Click on the “Classifieds” hnk on our
Web site to get started!
E-mail: dawn.zuerker @ttu.edu
Remember to include a contact number!
Phone: 806.742.3384
Call us to place your ad by credit card.
Fax: 806.742.2434

Call and confirm pricing and payment.

TUTORS

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

ROOMMATES

VIOLIN, VIOLA & piano lessons. Near Tech. (806)
317-0042. www.beststudentviolins.com/Studio.html

HELP WANTED

BEST COLLEGE JOB EVER!
Apply online www.GETASUPERTAN.com or 4
locations: 82nd & Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & lola
and 82nd & University.

CURRENT FINANCIAL Accountants. Job comes
with great benefits. Applicants should kindly e-mail
resumes or inquiies to Michelle Cloer,
Michelleinc01@yahoo.com

ENGLISH OR JOURNALISM MAJORS

Publishing Company seeks part-time editorial assis-
tant. Duties include proofing copy, editing, writing,
customer service, shipping materials, and other
clerical tasks. 8-10 hours per week. Send resume
to info@caprockpress.com.
FEDEX GROUND hiring part time package han-
dlers. Starting pay $9.50/hour. $1500/year tuition
assistance available. 3:45-8a.m. Tuesday - Satur-
day. Apply at 8214 Ash Ave (SE corner of Central
Freight).

GET A FREAKING JOB
Supertan is hiring. Apply online www.getasupertan.
com or 4 locations: 82nd & Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd
& lola and 82nd & University.

CRAPHIC DESIGN/ MARKETING

INTERN NEEDED
Please contact Teresa at 806-797-3162 for details.

MASSAGE ENVY is looking for an enthusiastic
Sales Associate. Must be available Tuesday/Thurs-
day 7:30am to 3:00pm for the fall semester.
Employment may begin immediately. $7.25 + com-
mission. Apply in person at 4414-82nd St., or call

Ashley or Craig at 687-3689.

OFFICE ~ ASSISTANT  needed for local
mortgage  company.  Please  call  806-
748-1305.

POOR AND PALE?
Fix that today! Supertan is hiring. Apply online
www.GETASUPERTAN.com or 4 locations 82nd &
Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & lola and 82nd & Univer-

3 BEDROOM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat,
refigerated  air.  No  pets.  Washer/dryer.
$950/month. Bills paid. 792-3118.

32/T $850. 4209 39th St. No Smoking, 799-0891
or (806)241-4973,

sity.

TOTALLY FURNISHED: 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths.
2615-40th St. Central H/A. Hardwood floors.
$795/month. No pets. 806-632-0028.

3114-31ST. 3/1. Central H/A, w/d connections,
fenced yard. $975. Available 7/1. Castle Property
Management 783-3040.

4205 17TH. 3/3, two living areas. Stained concrete
floors. Must see! Available 8/1. $1200. Castle Prop-
erty Management 783-3040.

1 BLOCK to Tech. One bedroom apartment. Bills
paid. $485. 2313-13th. Nice, quiet, spotless. Lawn
kept. Available August 9th. No pets. 765-7182.

1619 UNIVERSITY #3. 2/2 Farmhouse studio
across from Tech. All appliances. $675. Castle
Property Management 783-3040.

1619 UNIVERSITY, #6. 1/1 Farmhouse studio
across from Tech. All appliances. $600. Castie
Property Management. 783-3040.

1716 23RD. 2/1 house. Central H/A, w/d connec-
tions, fenced yard. Available 8/1. $700. Castle
Property Management 783-3040.

2 BLOCKS FROM TECH

2313 Broadway. Garage efficiency apartment. One
bedroom. Hardwood floors. $500 plus electric.
Available June 1st. 747-2856.

2/1 HOUSE, $620, 2316-15th. 2/2 Garage apart-
ment, $830, 2020-17th. No dogs. Available August
1st. Sheri Gallo Realtor 512-695-2002.
sherigallo@austin.rr.com.

2124 20TH. 3/2. Hardwoods, large kitchen, wid

connections. $995. Castle Property Management
783-3040.

2628-C 26th. Cute efficiency in Tech Terrace.
Fenced yard and private parking. $400. Castle
Property Management 783-3040.

CLOSE TO CAMPUS

We have some wonderful 1, 2, 3 bedroom homes
in quiet residential areas. Short leases to Decem-
ber available for one bedrooms. Roscoe-Wilson
school. Pets welcome at most properties. Reason-
able prices. Nice appliances. Lovely yards. Come
by our office 1-5, Monday-Saturday at 4211-34th.
795-2011.

CLOSE TO CAMPUS
Available now. Newly remodeled 2 bedroom brick
home with 1 full bath. Close to campus on 26th.
12 blocks off campus. Appliances plus washer/
dryer. Hardwood floors. Large living/dining rooms.
Security system.Private parking and private fenced
yard. $699 monthly plus pet fee. Short or long lease
available. For appointment come by our office at
4211-34th. 795-2011.

CLOSE TO CAMPUS

Backhouse. Lease today for July 15. 3 blocks off
campus. One bedroom efficiency. Size of dorm
room and bath. Appliances. Alley entrance. Private
parking. Near 22nd & University. $299. For appoint-
ment to view come by 4211-34th or call 795-2011.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage
type efficiency apartment. No pets. Parking. Seri-
ous students only. A/C. $335/month, utilities paid.
792-3118.

LEASE TODAY FOR JULY 15
4 blocks off campus. 19th & University. Large 2
bedroom brick home. One full bath. Two living
areas. Hardwoods. Appliances with washer/dryer.
1600 sf. Private parking. Carport. $799. For
appointment to view come by 4211 34th or call
795-2011.

NEAR TECH AND COVENANT
Lease today for July 31st. Near 32nd & Indiana.
Nice 3 bedroom house 3 full baths. Large living.
Central H/A. Hardwoods. Appliances. W/D hookups.
Corner lot. Large private yard. $900 plus pet fee.
For appointment to view come by 4211 34th or
call 795-2011.

NEWLY REMODELED 2 bedroom. Central
heat/air. Double carport. Convenient to Tech.
www.lubbockleasehomes.com 771-1890.

ONE AND two bedroom houses, some with 2
baths. No pets. Close to campus. 806-789-5435.

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath with 2 bed/1bath backhouse.
2005 28th St. 1978sf. New roof and carpet. Both
with W/D hookups. Roy 632-5500.

BEAUTIFUL 3/2/2 at 2101-28th. 2-story, hardwood
floors, 2 living areas, formal dining, sunroom.
$125,000. 806-239-7256.

BULLFROG SPA. Pick from 17 different jet packs
for hydrotherapy needs. Last spa you'll ever need.
www.bullfrogspas.com Local Lubbock dealer. 806-
535-0835.

JUNIOR ENGINEERING student looking for 2
roommates for 3/2/2 near Tech. $500 person, fur-
nished, utilities included. Available immediately
and for 2010-2011 term. Call Adam 281-990-9965.

NEED STUDENT to rent one room in large 3/2/2.
Safe, quiet neighborhood, 5 minutes to Tech off of
19th St. Totally furnished including bedrooms.
$475 with utilities included. No pets, no inside
smokers, prefer serious student. More info and pho-
tos from Adam at b_anderson58@att.net

DOUBLE OR full size pillowtop mattress set. New
with original tags and warranty. $125. Twin size
mattress set, $120. 806-549-3110.

FAMILY FRIENDLY chenille (durable) sofa and
loveseat set. Made in USA. Brand new, $550. 2
piece end table set, $75. 806-549-3110.

KING SIZE (Ashley) bedroom suite. Includes head-
board and bed frame, dresser, mirror, and night-
stand. Heavy set, brand new. $690. 806-549-3110.

SUBLEASE, FIRST month FREE. Unversity Trails
apartments. Close to Tech. Furnished 3 bedroom.
$509, all bills paid. 254-747-3676.

TINY GARAGE apartment. Close distance to Tech.
$300 plus electricity. 2313 Broadway. Available July
1st. 747-2856.

UPSTAIRS LOFT

Lease today. 4 blocks off campus. Comfy, spa-
cious one bedroom upstairs loft. Nice appliances.
$399. Private parking for one car. Come by our of-
fice at 4211 34th for appointment to view. 795-

LEATHER RENAISSANCE sleigh bed. Brand new
queen, $299. King $399. Padded leather queen
size headboard and bed frame, never used. $199.
806-549-3110.

SPACIOUS 4/2.5/2. Office, second story additional
living or gameroom. 2939 sq.ft. Move-in ready.
Less than 10 minutes to Texas Tech and Medical
District in North Pointe Addition. 5005 Hanover St.
$209,950. Offered by Brandy Plunkett, Roberson
Realtors 806-438-0014.

MISCELLANEOUS

~ FORSALE

2007 16TH St. Fabulous 3/2.5/2 close to Tech!
Hardwood floors, gorgeous updates, 2-story, nice
patio. $129,900. 806-239-7256.

LUBBOCKHOSPITALITY.COM Lubbock’s guide to
hotels, restaurants, night clubs, attractions, enter-
tainment and recreation.

RECENTLY REMODELED. Roommates wanted.
Unfurnished bedrooms. $350+bills. No pets. 806-
438-7750. Close to Tech/LCU.

ROOMMATE WANTED!
Female college/graduate student. Beautiful
2bed/2bath  apartment.  Close Tech.
$470/month. Call 806.773.0235.

SERVICES

AFFORDABLE MOVING

Quick, easy professional moving
Reasonable  prices. Local or long - dis-
tance Boxes, paper, etc. Free  esti-
mate on the phone. Call 799-4033.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free chicken fried steak included. Only $26.95.
Cell 781-2931. More Information www.Lubbock-
Class.com.

LEARN TO FLY

HUB CITY AVIATION offers ‘personalized flight

to

training at all levels, including beginners. Aircraf
rentals also available. Visit www.hubcityaviation -
icom or call 806-687-1070.
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Human Genome Project promises insight

BY CHRIS LEAL

This Saturday, June 26, marks the 10th
anniversary of interpreting the human
genome. Interestingly, there is not much
mainstream public excitement for the
Human Genome Project, which, regardless
of how much press it gets, will undoubtedly
forever change the way humans view them-
selves and the world around them.

The HGP modestly states its goals as
identifying the roughly 20,000 to 25,000
genes and the 3 billion chemical base pairs
that comprise human DNA, and then stor-
ing this information in digital databases.

This monumental task, figuratively and
literally, will identify and interpret these
chemical bases that have evolved over
the roughly 3.8 billion years that life has
existed on earth. If you do the math, that
averages the rate of evolution at roughly a
new chemical base pair every 9.5 months in
order to get to where humans — taxonomi-
cally referred to as Homo Sapiens — exist
today.

It’s hard to underestimate the impact
of the results of this study. In retrospect,
it could be seen as a turning point in the
self-awareness of the human species. To
put things into perspective, humans and
mice contain roughly the same range of
genes, 20,000 to 25,000. But, look at how

just minor chemical changes in the same

amount of genes constitutes an entirely
different animal altogether.

A more complete understanding of
our genetic structure will help us to better
piece together the puzzle of evolution,
linking us with our ancestors and helping
us to understand what it is about humans
that sets us so markedly apart from the rest
of nature.

Applications of the mapping of the
human genome will bring new, ground-
breaking and innovative approaches to
medicine. We will be better at identifying
genetic predispositions to diseases, and
consequently finding more advanced
medicines, treatments and methods of
gene therapy.

There will be commercial applications
of genomic knowledge beyond just health
care, as we could see improvements in the
manufacturing of material and organic
chemical compounds and possibly even
increased efficiencies in crop yields and
other methods of food production.

However, the deep-seated changes
will be in the ripple effects of how societ-
ies interact and view themselves. The
revelations that come from the studies
of genomic knowledge threaten to come
down with the mighty force of a hammer
on the anthropocentric values that people
and greater societies currently hold as

fundamental.

But what if we were to find tangible
genetic variations within the population;
differences in race, culture, intelligence
and personality?

Ifit only takes less than a year to develop
anew base pair then the past few thousand
years of society could prove to be very
divisive. Racialists, hate groups arid clas-
sicists could be given some sort of courage
in their ways, though the differences could
very well be hardly distinguishable enough
to constitute a reason for discrimination.
Also, fear of the unknown is hardly a reason
to live in ignorance.

It will also be interesting to see how
the religions of the world have to adapt the
possible revelatory insights that come about.
Religions and other metaphysical dogmas
have been around for thousands of years, and
while exponential advancements in science
have begun to limit their role somewhat in
the logical functions of the human psyche,
I doubt humans will lose their religions
altogether anytime in the near future.

Overall the outcomes of the Human
Genome Project promise to be extremely
insightful, to say the least. We're living in a
very exciting time in human history, and we
may soon be able to answer questions that
philosophers, scientists and religious leaders
have posited and debated upon since the
beginning of conscious thought.
»»-chris.leal@ttu.edu
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Recent government, military actions could
leave US vulnerable to terroristic attack

By THOMAS LOTT

General Stanley McChrystal
resigned Wednesday from his
position as commander in Af-
ghanistan. His resignation was
necessary because of his blatant in-
subordination toward the Obama
administration. v

First of all, his resignation was
completely called for. What he
said in his interview with Roll-
ing Stone was overstepping his
bounds, and he never should have
done it.

That being said, how much
more is this country going to turn
to pacifism?

When President Obama was
running for office, he said that he
wanted to get our troops out of

*Iraq. I understand the sentiment,

as | have had several friends that
have served in Iraq. One of my
friends’ brothers died over there
and another was hurt badly in an
explosion. I can see the horrible
consequences of the war, but I
really believe Iraq still needs our
help. ;

One of President Obama’s first
acts in office was the closing of

Guantanamo Bay —a U.S. deten--

tion camp in Cuba formerly used
to hold terrorism suspects without
rights provided by the Geneva
Convention. ] have to believe this
was done as a way to stop viola-
tions of human rights.

Showplace 6

$3 Dollar Movie Theater

6707 South University
806-745-3636
showplace6lubbock.com

For the lack of a better way to
put this, anyone that tries to kill
innocent Americans in our country
in an act of terrorism deserves what
they get. Would anyone that was
alive on September 11, 2001 want
to see one of those terrorists in a
civilian court with the possibility
of getting off?

Now, before you freak out, I
know they would not get away with
it, I am not that stupid. But enemy
combatants are just that. And much
more, they are terrorists. We should
treat them as terrorists, not as U.S.
citizens. If guilty, they do not de-
serve the right to a trial.

When the “Underwear Bomber”
attempted to blow up a plane on
Dec. 25 of last year, I was upset to
say the least. [t made me question
whether flying anywhere was safe if
a man on a no-fly list could not only
board a plane, but board that plane
with a bomb in his pants.

Now that man is going to be
tried in a civilian court. The man
tried to blow up a jetliner in a
terrorist attack and he is being
prosecuted in US courts. He is not
even a US citizen by any means, so
how does he deserve that?

Now that McChrystal is out
of a job in Afghanistan, I wonder
whether we will have any chance
of staying there. He may have been
replaced, but I doubt Petraeus will
be as strong or as willing to do what
is necessary as McChrystal. Osama

Bin Laden seeks to kill Americans,
and there is no way around that.
Don’t you think it would be best to

find that man and give him what is

coming to him?

What happens if we leave Af-
ghanistan? Will we ever find him?
Will the frequency of terrorist at-
tacks increase? I have to believe
that they will.

This whole sequence of events
our current administration has be-
gun is leading toward indifference.
It is almost beyond indifference — it
almost seems as if they are encourag-
ing terrorists to attack us. But don’t
you worry; Janet Napolitano says
that the system works. Who doesn’t
trust her?

We are slowly but surely pulling
out of Iraq, and there is still work
to be done over there. I will not
be surprised if we leave and the
country regresses back to the way
it was when Saddam Hussein was
running things.

We have no where else but Gitmo
to put the men that are being pros-
ecuted for terrorist attacks. I have
heard at one point that the men in
Gitmo could wind up in prison in
I11. I really don’t know if that’s true,
but if it is, [ seriously doubt that our
country would be for that.

We are prosecuting the underwear
bomber in a civilian court. [ think that
is all that I need to say on that one.

What is next? Do we pull out of
Afghanistan now that McChrystal is
done? I don’t know what is going to
happen but I really wish that [ could
feel that our government is trying to
protect us from imminent threats.
And terrorism is an imminent threat,
don’t kid yourself.

I really hope that President
Obama does not have to deal with
a terrorist attack, but if he doesn’t
start being proactive in defending
this country, and above all what we
stand for, I am afraid that is just what
could happen.

»»tlott33@yahoo.com
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