HOME EDITION

<
b
ik 3

F &L ¢
L’

Liquor has been blamed for many accl
jents on highways, but this morning may
jave been the first accident to be blamed
According to
police, Ray Delacruz of Odessa was driving
truck from Odessa to San

for liguor on the highways

a Lone Star Co
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Angelo when his truck overturned on Inter
state 20, spilling cases of liquor along 1-20
near Holiday Hill Road. Delacruz was listed
in satisfactory condition in Midland Memo
rial Hospital this morning (Staff Photo by
Brian Hendershot)
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New Iranian statement

anxiously awaited here

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — The influential Ayatollah Moham-
mad Beheshti told a news conference in Tehran today that he
hoped Iran’s new statement on the American hostages would
lead to a quick solution to the crisis

But Beheshti, leader of the hard-line Islamic Republican
Party, would not reveal details of Iran’s demand for U.S.
financial guarantees that could lead to release of the 52 Ameri-
cans, in their 410th day of captivity today i

Beheshti said the U.S. reply to Iran’s four DAY 410
conditions and modifications of the Ameri
“can give
both sides a very acceptable solution te the
problem.”

He said the U.S. response needed ‘‘some
necessary corrections,” but would not go
into details of the Iranian position. Prime
Minister Mohammad Ali Rajai said Tuesday
Iran sought ‘“‘financial guarantees™ from the
United States and that the hostages ( ould be
freed by Christmas if the U.S. government
gave the guarantees

Secretary of State Edmund S Muskie
appearing on NBC TV's *Today Show’’.was asked about Behesh
ti's statement 5

“Corrections to them (the Iranians) could be something
substantive, or it could be something tec hnical, or it could be
something involving the modalities of implementing an agree
ment: we really don’t know which itis :

“Sometimes they put these significant points in the cogtext of
something insignificant in order to try to persuade us to take
them.’

In Washington, U.S. officials were awailing the Iranian mes
sage to see if Iran is softening its demands for release of the
hostages. Jody Powell ' President ( arter's chief spokesman, and
other U.S. officials were trying Lo avoid raising any hopes
following Rajai's statement

A senior White House official who de« lined to be identified said
the .United States did not expect to hear from the Algerian
int~ rmediaries until the weekend. “If there really was a break
through, we would have gotten a signal from the Algerians by
now and that has not come,” the official said

Rajai said Iran’s statement represented a ‘‘final reply’ in the
negotiations. The answer was expe ted to be relayed through
Algeria, which has been acting as intermediary in the negotia
tions

In Tehran, Algerian Ambassador Abdul Karim Gharieab said
that the Algerian diplomats still had not received a copy of the
Iranian response, but they expected to “‘very soon.’

Rajai’s remarks Tuesday raised the possibility that Iran would
be satisfied with an American guardhtee that it would try to
meet the demands rather than COm pie fulfiliment of Iran’s
original four conditions for release of the Americans

Iran wants a pledge that the 1 nited States will not interfere in
Iranian affairs, return of the wealth of the late shah and his
family, unfreezing of Iranian assets held in the United States and

~——INSIDE TODAY—

v IN THE NEWS: Odyssey over

dropping lawsuits against Iran in U.S. courts

From the U.S. government’s viewpoint, it is legally powerless
to satisfy Iran’s demands for return of the shah’s wealth, which
Iran puts at $32 billion. The United States has also maintained
that it cannot cancel all legal claims against Iran that have been
filed by U.S. banks and companys who say they have lost
investments in Iran’because of the Islamic reyolution

Although he would not discuss details of Iran’s latest position,
Beheshti again raised the possibility of trials for the Americans if
the United States fails to agree to Iran’s conditions.

Asked what the next step would be if the United States argues
that legal problems prevent compliance with the demands, Be-
heshti replied: ‘‘Then the next step should be explained by the
government or Majlis (parliament). Maybe there will be a trial
of these 52 Americans and the aim of this trial is to ,show the
world more details about the American policy in Iran and the
domination through this policy.”

Haig’'s nomination

drawing criticism

WASHINGTON (AP) Ronald Reagan's choice of retired
Gen. Alexander M. Haig Jr. to be secretary of state is already
drawing sharp criticism from Democrats upset with Haig's role
six years ago as Richard M Nixon's last chief of staff

Haig. who staunchly defended Nixon during the final days of
the Watergate scandal, will also face questions on how he will
handle the State Department job as the first ex-general to take
the post in more than three decades

Reagan announced another potentially controversial Cabinet
appointment Tuesday, naming New Jersey construction execu-
tive Raymond Donovan as labor secretary

Donovan, who managed the president-elect’'s New Jersey
campaign, was chosen despite the Teamsters union's public
support for his chief rival, Betty S. Murphy, former chairwoman
of the National Labor Relations Board

The 2-million-member union was the first and largest labor
organization to endorse Reéagan

The two nominations left Reagan with five of 15 Cabinet-level
jobs ‘still to fill. Reagan aides said other — and possibly all —
remaining Cabinet posts would be filled by the end of the week

Senate Democratic Whip Alan Cranston, D-Calif., warned that
Haig's appointment could mean an early end to Reagan's
““honeymoon’’ with Congress “1t will provoke a serious contro-
versy that will jar the harmony that has prey ailed since Ronald
Reagan’s election.”

Cranston said Senate confirmation hearings would examine
Haig’s role in Watergate the Vietnham War and circumstances
surrounding the pardon that Nixon received from President
Gerald Ford after resigning from office in 1974

Defendant's child provides sharp contrast

EDITOR'S NOTE: Ed Todd has
been covering the murder trial of
Patricia “Patty” McPeters since it
began Dec. 8§

By ED TODD
Staff Writer

Hev. cowboy'!’ the young fellow
holdlv velled to the Texas Ranger, as
he walked straight down the hallway

his Western atlire

The’ Ranger stopped and turned
und

You got a f

Id asked

N

You got a hors«

No said the Ranger

got two kids

retruck the plavfu

l"i\ |4!
Byrnes I've 'hat's all
I can do is feed them

He said so long and rode the eleva
tor down at noon Lim¢

The horse-less Ranger left the boy
314 .year-old D.J McPeters, behind
with-his-grandmother

The curious little fellow, In altof his
bovhood innocence, has been spend
ing the lasl week just outside the
courtroom

Inside the hall of justice his reti
cent mother, who occasionally im
parts the quiel whisper of a smil
when she views her son through the
courtroom doors’ glass panels, is
being tried for the murder of the boy’s
father

As the trial enters i wenth day of

School bond election di

By DAVID CAMPBELL
; Staff Writer

Christmas may come early next
year for the school district
" 1If school board members, adminis
trators and supporters can pvrxsludv
Midland voters in a bond electior this
spring, then the district may gel a
new elementary school to relieve al
ready crowded classrooms

But, if the Midland voter Says no to
the bond election, many parents may
see their children squeezed into
alreadyerowded elementary s¢ hnql\

During Tuedday’s meeting, Kay
Sowders, Mary Beck, Mollie Bedrich
and Kathorin;' Nichols, representa
tives of the Emerson Elementary
Parent Teachers Association, pre
sented to the trustees a resolution
urging construction of a new elemen-
tary school.

2i-year
Patty
taken the stand in her

his mother
old Patricia Louise
McPeters, ha

ywn defense

testimony toda)

TH! BOY IS totally unaware of the
ignificance of the proceedings said
his grandmother, Billye Stovall, a
Crane schoolteacher. The child ac
cepts that his mother is on some sort
of business and that's why he can only

{ her

When the presiding judge, Perry D
10-minute
hour in the 142nd State
District Courtroom, the McPeters
child darts into the courtroom and
gives his mother a Kiss or a hug. She
smiles slightly,  talks softly to him
but doesn't weep or cry. She appears
stoic and impassive. Their visit 1s
brief. She speeds her son back to his
grandmother, who patiently waits in
the hallway, before the court recon
vénes

This child, who radiates happi
Hees and-vigorin-the-mornings, Tuns
back into the hallway-to his grand
mother. to his toys and just about
anybody who will -pay attention to
him. By the time the afternoon pro
ceedings arrive, he 1s tired and takes
a nap on his grandmother’s lap

Pickell ilis a recess

1bout every

“HE'S LIKE HIS father,” said his
grandmother.'‘He's oul-going He
likes people.” The courtroom people,
including adverse witnesses who are

In her comments to the board, Mrs
Sowders, president of the Emerson
PTA, explained that during th first
week of school, 512 children were
officially enrolled at Emerson

However, last week that number
had grown to 551 students, she report
ed. “The most affected areas are the
kindergarten through third grade
classes.”

And Dr. James Mailey, school su
perintendent, indicated there would
be a shortage of 14 classrooms next
year :

When presented to the general ses
sion of the Emerson PTA, S
Sowders notéd the resolution received
unanimous support.

Following the Emerson presenta
tion, trustees announced a joint meet
ing with City Council members Feb
10 to discuss the city’s development of
a site .north pf FM 868 for the ngw

testifving in the case against his
mother. are charmed by his personal
ity

Prosecutors David Joers and Jim
Rex stop to greet the fellow. His
mother’s defense attorney, Leonard
Howell. does likewise. So do Texas
Rangers David Byrnes and Bill
Gerth, Deputy Sheriff Jim Atwater
Bailiff Roy Merket and relatives and

Courtroom accounts of
the alleged murder-for-hire
scenario have been both
conflicting and sinister.
And this drawn-out ftrial
seems to be taxing the
patience of both jurors and

jurists.

o e ———————————————

friends of the McPeters family, and
courthouse “*hands’’ who happen to be
on the third floor of the Midland Coun-
ty Courthouse

The boy, radiating warmth and in
nocence, is a contrast to what is going
on in the courtroom

COURTROOM ACCOUNTS of the
alleged murder-for-hire scenario
have been both conflicting and sinis

f
elementary school

“We would anticipate a bond elec
tion in the spring for the construction
of a new elementary school,” said Ed
Runyan, trustee president.

“1 feel bad for the city and the
schook district that we have crowded
school conditions,” said Trustee
Parker Humes

And he noted it would be hard for
some people to believe that there are
crowded schools

“But. we invite them to go to the
schools and see children squeezed into
a room that at one time was closet
space.” Y

Trustee Johnny Warren mentioned
that major reconstruction work for
DeZavala Elementary might be in-
cluded in the bond election.

“Don't put it (new elementary
school bond election) under a lot of
other things,'’ suggested Mrs.

'he McPeter i
James), is una of that
it seems. has been D
boring, especially to the the five-mar
en-woman jury. The jurors repea
tedlv hear sworn accounts of the July
victim, James

wWarte

T'he trial
’

)8 stabbing of the
David McPeters, 46

rhev listen to lawyers objecting
and fine
overruling or
tions. The
ytside
when the

than

and haggling over issues
oints and to the judge
granting motions and obijec
judge admonishes

the presence of the jury

the lawvers
judge senses | been less
prudent in conduclir case. The
lawyers tussi

That's the adversa
tice; sometimes S«

And this drawn-out triai
taxing the patience of both jurors and
jurists

Everyv now and then, the judge will
urge the lead prosecutor the soft-spo
ken Joers, to ““Speak up Mr. Joers,
speak up' or to “‘move along and

speed up'’ if he gets bogged down-in
belaboring a poinl

Outside the presence of the jury the
judge repeatedly has told the law
yers, p;\rl\(nl.fﬂu Howell, to ''get to
the point’’ of the examination Or
cross-examination. The judge has
cautioned the lawyers not (o exasper
ate or bore the jurors by repeatedly

vstem of jus
verworked
eems 1o be

(See DEFENDANT'S, Page 1A)

scussed

Sowders

In another action, trustees ap
proved $29,816 in change orders for
renovation work at Midland High
School . :

Charles Neuhardt, of Neuhardt and
Babb Architects firm, reported that
most of the work in the high school
is nearing completion. Se far, two
inspections of the work were complet
od before and after Thanksgiving, he
said .
Final inspection of the renovation
will be conducted in January before it
will be accepted by the school dis-
trict

Also approved by the trustees were
bids for shop equipment totaling $21,-
194 and flooring for the Midland High
School auditorium costing $6,355, and
dn independent audit of the 1979-80
fipan(-ial records.
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City council eyes sewer
crunch near air terminal

By LANA CUNNINGHAM
Staff Writer

Increasing industrialization around
Midland Air Terminal, will overload
the sewage- treatment plant in thal
area in the near future, so the Mid
land City Council gave the go ahead
on Tuesday for a study to determine
how to resolve the impending prob
lem

The council, meeting in regular ses
sion in City Hall Council Chambers,
heard a report from John Lowe,
director of public utilities, on the situ
ation. The continuing expansion
around Air Terminal and industrial-
ization in the area ‘‘are presenting
demands on the waste water system”
at the airport, he said

Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, an engi
neering firm, conducted a study about
two years ago and proferred some
guesses as to what could be done then,
he said. But since that study, growth
patterns have been accelerating past
what had been expected, he related

The sewage treatment plant at Air
Terminal was constructed during the
1940s by the Air Force, according to
Lowe. The flow now is at 100,000
gallons per day, but “the system is
getting old and it will soon be needing
to handle half a million gallons per
day.”

Two solutions have been proposed,
said Lowe, and the cost of each
with various alternatives will be re-
viewed in the $50,000 study. One of the

“Terminal,

solutions calls for constFucting a new
plant at Air Terminal, and the other
involves layving a line from the airport
down to the. main plant south of the
\'H_\

Either way is expensive, he
warned. The new plant would also
have to be staffed and run 24 hours a
day. But if a line is laid to the main
plant, it will be about 9% miles long
and the city will have to dig intb a
caliche base :

The Parkhill study two years ago
recommended the new plant, he said
A ridge line runs through the area,
and the study ¢laimed it would be
easier to channel the sewage to Air
rather than over. the
ridge

Cost of the study also includes ob-
taining a permit from the state Lowe
said that either method the council
decides to use will require a permit
change

The council approved plans and
specifications for moving the Opera-
tions Building at the garage area to a
nearby location, and will advertise
for bids. To pay for the project, the
council said it probably will sell*Cer-
tificates of Obligation. If the publi¢
objects, a petition can be signed and a

_ referendum called to have an elec-

tion

The Operations Building is situated
over an old:tandfill, whith is sinking.
As the ‘ground shifts and drops, the

(See CITY COUNCIL, Page 4A)
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Col. Harland Sanders is shown above preparing a batch of the

“finger-lickin" chicken he used to make Kentucky Fried Chicken
Inc. into an international symbol. Sanders died Tuesday at age 90.

(AP Laserphoto)

Fugitive Italian industrialist dies

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Camilo
Crociani, a fugitive Italian industrial-
ist convicted of corruption in_a Lock-
heed payoff scandal, has died of can-
cer. He was 59.

A friend, who asked not to be identi-
fied, said Crociani had been ‘“very
sick for several months' and died in
his home early Monday. He was cre-
mated.

An Italian Embassyespokesman
said Crociani had generalized cancer,
especially affecting the liver.

Crociani, who lived in Mexico for
the last two years, is survived by his
wife and two daughters.

Crociani was a millionaire and for-
mer head of the Italian state industri-
al concern Finmeccanica. He was a
close friend of former Italian Premier

Mariano Rumor and was so well con-
nected he was known in Italy as “Mr
Insider."”

He fled from ltaly ahead of an
arrest warrant and was in Switzer-
land when he was tried in absentia
and sentenced March 1, 1979, to 28
months imprisonment by a 28-judge
Italian constitutional court, the only
body empowered to try present and
former cabinet ministers.

He was convicted on charges of
corruption in connection with $1.6
million in payoffs Lockheed reported
ly made to seal the sale of 14 C130
cargo planes to Italy

He was arrested in Mexico Septem-
Ber 1979 on warrants for extradition,
but was released three months ago
after a Mexican court ruled against
extradition.

Turkish police seize terrorist leader

ISTANBUL, Turkey

miles west of Istanbul,

and killed Sgt. Edward

Flags at half-staff to honor fa

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —-Flags were flying at
half-staff here today as Kentucky honored Col. Har-
land Sanders, the smiling, white-suited gentleman
whose “‘secret recipe” started an intérnational fried
chicken empire.

Sanders, founder of the Kentucky Fried Chicken
franchise, died Tuesday at age 90.

The immediate cause of death was pneumonia,
Eggravated by leukemia, said KFC spokesman John

0X. L

His body will lie in state in the Capitol rotunda in
Frankfort from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday.

A memorial service will be held Thursday, said
KFC spokesman John Cox, and a funeral will be held
Saturday at Alumni Chapel, Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in Louisville, with burial at Cave
Hill Cemetery in Louisville.

Gov. John Y. Brown ‘Jr., who bought Kentucky
Fried Chicken from Sanders for $2 million and sold it
several years later for $250 million, announced that a
statue of Sanders would be erected at the entrance of
the Capitol. ;

He ordered flags flown at half-staff on state build-
ings and on city buildings here. :
. Brown said Sanders was an ‘“‘example that the
great American dream still exists in this country. It
rings of folklore but it’s true that out of the back end
of a small kitchen in Corbin, Ky., he changed the
eating habits of the world.”

Sanders had been hospitalized Nov. 7 for treatment
of an infection of the kidney and bladder. While
undergoing treatment, he developed pneumonia for
the third time this year and lapsed into critical
condition.

During an earlier hospital stay, doctors found he
also was suffering from leukemia, a blood disease.

Kentuckians praised Sanders, who stayed with the
business as a.consultant until he died, for his friend-
liness, good humor, sense of adventure and business
savvy.

“The people he touched and the friendly"Kentucky
image he projected will be remembered and

DEATHS
Martha Hays

Graveside services for Mrs

Mrs. John Tarlton

¢

cherished by millions,” said Sen. Walter Huddleston,
D-Ky. y

“He stood for s0 many good things that we associ-
ate with Kentuckians — good humor, friendliness, a
gentle spirit and an eternally optimistic outlook on
life. He fought his last battle like all others, with
determination and faith,”” Huddleston said.

KFC Chairman Mike Miles called Sanders ‘‘a@
American original. At an age when most e
retire, he pioneered the quick-service food indus-
try.” 3>

Sanders, born in Indiana in 1890, settled in Corbin,
Ky., in 1930, built a motel and restaurant and
developed a process for quick-cooked chicken. The
recipe with 11 herbs and spices is still secret,
although Sanders had said the ingredients “can be
found on just about any housewife’s shelf.”

Touting his chicken as “‘finger lickin’ good,’’ Sand-
ers went on the road in the mid-1950s to recrpit
franchises, making a nickel-a-chicken profit when
each handshake deal was concluded.

On a sales trip to Colorado in the '50s, Sanders first

Child found on way home

VILLAS, N.J. (AP) — Five-year-old Mike Biers-
bach apparently decided he'd rather be at home than
in the principal’s office. /

So the kindergartener, who will be 6 on Friday,
walked out of the South Jersey Christian Academy in
Erma on Tuesday and headed for home in Schooner
Landing — six miles away, officials said.

Before long, Mike was reported missing, and
several Lower Township police cars, a U.S. Coast
Guard helicopter and volunteer firefighters from
Town Bank and Erma began a search. ¢

About 45 minutes later, the boy was found two
miles from home along the route his school bus
takes, police said. He was rejurned to the school and
later was taken home

; Scotch tape

inventor dies

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP)

Jeba ™ Richard G. Drew, who

~(AP) — Turkish police
captured the founder of a
leftist terrorist band held
responsible for at least 11
murders including the
slaying of an American
serviceman near here
last year, the moderate
newspaper Milliyet re
ported today.

It identified the man as
Omer Faruk Aydin, the

on May 11, 1979

After Mosley's killing,
callers told newspapers
that the attack had been
carried out by the Front,
and that the group was
pledged to wipe out
“American jmperialism
and its stooges' in this
NATO-member country

Gunmen believed to be

leftist terrorists also shot

Claypool in Izmir in
April of 1979, four em-
ployees of a NATO muni-
tions depot on Dec. 14
Near Atakoy, Master
Chief Petty Officer Sam
Novello in April and
more recently Air Force
Sgt. William C. Herring-
ton in Adana, the site of a
major NATOair base in
southern Turkey

founder of the Turkish
Peoples Liberation
Party Front Warriors
and chairman of its cen-
tral ‘committee, who is
known to police as the
“Red Doctor.”

Quoting police sources,
Milliyet said Aydin per-
sonally planned and exe-
cuted the ambush-slay-
ing of Army Spec. 5
Thomas Mosley in Ata
koy, a summer resort 15
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Martha Hays, 55, 2102 Western
Drive, died early today in a Midland
hospital after a lengthy illness

Services will be at 2 p.m. Friday in
Fannin Terrace Baptist Church with
the Rev. Ben Walker, pastor, officiat
ing. Burial will be in Resthaven Me
morial Park directed by Newnie W
Ellis Funeral Home. :

She was born Feb. 27, 1925, in Cole
man and was reared in Abilene. Mrs
Hays was graduated from Hardin
Simmons University at Abilene with
degrees in English and education. She
taught school for 15 years, teaching
the last 10 in the Midland Independent
School District. She was a teacher for
homebound students

Mrs. Hays moved to Midland in 1959
from Snyder where she had lived for
nine years. She retired from the Mid-
land school district this year. She was
a member of Texas State Teachers
Association, National Education As
sociation and Fannin Terrace Baptist
Church, where she had taught Sunday
School for many years

Survivors include her husband,

_Curtis Hays; two daughters; a sister,
Lola Soileau of Baton Rouge, La.; and
two grandchildren.

The family has -requested memori
als be directed to Fannin Terrace
Baptist Church or to the American
Cancer Society

dren
A

Tarlton, 75, Route 2, Box 163G, will
be at 3 p.m. Wednesday in Resthaven
Memorial Park with the Rev. J.B.
Stewart officiating. .Burial will be
directed by Newnie W. Ellis Funeral
Home

She died Tuesday in her home fol
lowing a short illness

Mrs. Tarlton was born Feb. 16,
1905, in McKinney. She moved to Mid
land in March, 1978 from Snyder,
where she had lived for 28 years. Mrs
Tarlton was a member of the Meth
odist Church

Survivors include he™husband,
John B. Tarlton of Midland, three
sons, Jimmy L. Tarlton of Snyder,
Billy Tarlton of Midland and John B
Tarlton of Georgia; two daughters,
Mrs. G.W. (Shirley) Green of Midland
and Mrs. J.R. (Emma) Harralson of
Monahans; a sister, Mrs. Frank
Myrick of McKinney; seven grand
children and two great-grandchil

Page to reprise role

HOLLYWOOD (AP) LLaWanda
Page will reprise her role as Aunt
Esther from “*Sanford and Son™ in an
episode of NBC's “*Sanford."”

Miss Page is a long-time friend of
star Redd Foxx, and they met when
she made her debut as a dancer at the
Brass Rail Club

Make his gift
a classic...Enro

How else but with some
timeless oxford button
down shirts. They're the
most direct way to
satisfy his classic taste
Every button-down buff
you know will endorse
the low-keyed colors of
success. Now in
our gift coll-
ection of stay
pressed cotton
oxfords. From
$20
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invented Scotch brand
transparent tape at Min
nesota Mining & Manu
facturing Co. 50 years
ago, has died at the age
of 81 Fhe

Drew, who died Sun
day in Santa Barbara,
Calif., retired from 3M 18
years ago. For the past«
several months, he had
been in failing health at a
nursing home in that Cal
ifornia city

The St. Paul native in
vented the world's firsi
cellophane transparent
adhesive tape in 1930,
nine years after he
joined 3M as a labora
tory technician

His only formal scien
tific training one year
of college and several
correspondence courses

was financed by play
ing a banjo in a dance
band

3JM's tape group now
accounts for $700 million
annually in worldwide
sales and 3M makes 600
varieties of pressure
sensitive adhesive tape

Place WANT ADS INSTANTLY! Dial 682-6222

Mmous chicken king'

e that became his

wore the white suit and string ti
trademark. =~ : ‘ ‘

He sold the business to Brown in 1964,
years later Br (
Heublein Inc., of l{arlford,'L'unn.,
tion then vahued at $250 million. 3 i

There are now more than 6,000 KFC franchises lr.\
48 countries with annual sales of more than $2
billion.

and seven

in a stock transac-
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More Texans buying in

to Christmas tree market

RO
taller

SE HILI
than the

l'exas (AP)
evergreens

With the price

more and

business of nurturing young saplings

of seedlings and the pine moth 1s tough on the trunk and limbs
Donnelly Hawkins, a 75-year-old retired plumber, cleared
family farm a few vears ago and planted a crop of Virgir
old his first trees wholesale to the Tomball Optimist Club
the trees at about half the price charged on commercial lots
Hawkins said the Christmas tree project **just kind of grow
Lanny Dreesen of the Agricultural Extension Service
sald Christmas-tree growing sprouted in this area in 1972
was such a success it has spread to other areas of the state
Dreesen says a Texa crop of \Inm!s pines cost about $
wit} 1 maximum of 1.299 trees an acre 'he Virginia 1
idapt well to the Texas clim ind need only three 1«
growth as opposed to 15 vears for other irietic
Christmas tree farms ih Texas now found in Mont;s
and Harris counties: near Quitman in Wood County '
doches ‘Hl”lT»‘- near Ben Wheeler Van Zandt Count

Rusk County

and near Jacks

HKer County ex
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of the Legislature

State Rep
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ten d end to serve in  soap solution for writing | bers said Tue \dd\ it may
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WASHINGTON. (AP) — For the

allow some inmates to have sex with
«their visiting spouses

The way for such visits,
might begin as soon as several
months from now, was opened Tues-
day when Attorney General Benjamin
R. Civiletti issued the first-ever com
prehensive federal standards for the
operation of prisons and jails

B. Renfrew said the biggest depar
ture from past operating practice was
a rule for extended stays by visiting
family members.
ual intercourse between between an
inmate and his or her visiting spouse

of conjugal visits -
sexual intercourse —
means of re
ual attacks and sexual tensions in
federal institutions

Emphasizing that final plans had
been worked out
said in an interview, **

Leader of protest will fight
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E Conjugal visits may be allowed
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" Federal prison rules cover many areas

conjugal visits will probabh only be

. by family members.”” He said conju-

gdl visits by boyfriends or glrlfrlends
“present some other problems.”

Renfrew said the conjugal visits
might be tried first at the federal
correctional institution-in -Butner.
N.C., and eventually extended to all
43 federal prisons.

“We’ll probably start at Butner be-
cause it’s a relatively new facility and
has tried a number nf innovative pro-
grams for prisoners,” Renfrew said

by the new standards as well.

At a news conference Tuesday, Ci
viletti said, ‘““These standards raise
our objectives for our institutions, not
for the coddling of prisoners but so
that we have a better chance of pro
tecting society, so_that people per-
haps in-the future will come out -of
prison less disruptive, less alienated,
less likely to cause enormous harm to
law-abiding and peaceful citizens.”

Norman A. Carlson, director of the
fedgral Bureau of Prisons, said that

federal prison rules may

which

40 federal prisons are substantially in
compliance with the standards now
and that it would cost $20 million over
the next four years to complete com-
pliance,

The attorney general pledged that
the federal government would not use
its powers- under-a new law to sie
state and local prison officials for
violating prisoners’ rights if the state
or locality is complying with the fed-
eral standards or is making a good-
faith-effort to achieve compliance.

The 352 rules announced Tu esday
cover d“ aspects of prison operation, [
and they represent mandatory objec-
tives for the federal system to meet

. by 1984. The standards also suggest
guidelines for state and local penal
officials.

The new rules cover the size of
cells, health and safety, food services.
security, inmate discipline, inmate
training and mail, and other many
other areas

Ultimately, Renfrew said he would
like to see greater use of furloughs of
up to three days, so that inmates
could visit their families at home.
Those furloughs, already in use in
some federal prisons, are authorized

Attorney General Charles

Renfrew said sex

luded in such visits

has long been an advocate
which could in
as-a
ducing violence, homosex-

Renfrew
At this point the

Dougherty
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Cold weather is expected from the northern and eastern Plain

into the Northeast. Snow is forecast for the northern Plains and

-Jower Great Lakes. Warm weather if forecast from the Southwest
to the Southeast. (AP Laserphoto)

Midland statistics
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arm afternoons
will stay around

Midland's there-ain't-ever-going-to
be-a-white-Christmas weather contin
ued Wednesday and the weatherman
was predicting warm afternoons and
only cool nights at least through
Thursday

The somewhat unusual mid-Decem
ber weather has sent the mercury
climbing in recent days and, proba
bly, has toned down the Christmas
spirit in the Tall City and elsewhere in
the Permian Basin .

The forecast offers no hope for
more ‘‘wintery’’ weather immedi-
ately. Low temperature tonight
should drop to near 40 and the high on
Thursday should be in the upper 76s

Winds tonight will be light and vari
able, but on Thursday they'll blow
from the southwest at 10-15 mph

Tuesday's high temperature was 71
springlike degrees, but still that fell
short of the record for that date — 50
degrees, set in 1946

Low this morning was 37. Record
low for today's date ir 18 degrees, set
in 1932

No precipitation was recorded at
the National Weather Service at Mid-
lapd Regional Airport for the 24-hour
period ending early this morning
That left the monthly rainfall accu-
mulation at 1.15 inches and the yearly
total so far at 17.76 inches
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child offers

contrast in murder trial

(Continued from Page 1A)

going “over and over” the same ma
terial, especially if it's trivial or irrel
evant

“WE'RE TAKING an inordinate
amount of time on things that aren’t
relevant. . _.that contribute absolutely
nothing to the case,” the judge has
said more than once

The defense attorney took excep-
tion and charged that the court’'s
“continuous harassment of defense
counsel has precluded a fair trial »

The court responded

“Why the state has stood by and let
you ramble and chase rabbits | can't
understand,”” Judge Pickett said

The defense attorney stood firm
and said It may be that I am incom-
petent and inept,”” but said that he
is using his best judgment — judg-
ment gained in more than 30 years of
trial court practice

MRS. McPETERS IS accused of
hiring Rex Shanks, 27, of Abilene and
W Jennings, 19, of Wichita Falls
to kill her husband along a road
between Midland and Odessa last
July 28. All three are charged with
murder, and the penalty for the crime
ranges from five years to 99 years or
life in prison.

Shanks became her companion on a
10-day fling that began on July 19 —
Mrs. McPeters’ birthday — after she
and McPeters were separated in Abi-
lene following a marital quarrel. She
took their son, D.J., and car with
her. .
Mrs. McPeters testified that she
had last seen Shanks in high school
days in Abilene in the early 1970s and
mmuy recounted old times

fling included drinking, some

hot-check writing, living in motels

and eating at fast food places_in Abi:

lene and Odessa and traveling to
Falls and back.

, & roofer, was a friend of

Shanks. Under threat of self-incrimi-

nation, he testified that Mrs.

Peters had promised him $7,000

a Mustang sports car to Belp

s kill — “get back” — at her

’

husband

But Jennings' wife, Tamn
Jennings, 22, testified t
and not Mrs. McPeters
her husband the mone:
assist in the killing and had 1
about McPeters fe ins
money. Both, however, said
tially they thought talk of McPeters
death was a “joke

He (Shanks) was enthused about
doing something. "' Mrs. Jennings tes
tified. “He didn't like Mr McPeters
because he was Mrs. McPeters' hus
band.”

In testifying in her own defense
Mrs. McPeters said that she did not
plot the death of her husband and did
not offer money to Shanks or Jen
nings :

She was vague in explaining why
she left her husband and took up with
Shanks

“I really don’t know the widow
testified. ““Just having to put up with
him for four years.”’ She said that her
husband sometimes mistreated her
and their son and that her intent was
to divorce her husband

Mrs. McPeters, who said she had
left her husband -in times past but
returned to him, said she left on that
last time on July 19 when he failed
acknowledge her birthday

“I JUST FELT neglected.”” the
widow said

Earlier in Tuesday's proceeding
the defense attorney had subpoenaed
Shanks to testify in Mrs. McPeters
defense. But Shanks, who sports the
tattoo of a black-widow spider on his
right arm, declined to waive his
rights under the Fifth Amendment
and chose not to subject himself to
self-incrimination

Four officials file

FORT WORTH (AP) — A suit chal
lenging a redistricting plan that
would cost three Tarrant County jus
tices of the peace and a constable
their jobs next year has been filed by
the elected officials.

THE MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, ‘ED DECEMBER 17, 1980

Hijacked
passengers
going home

HAVANA, Cuba (AP) — A hijacked
Colombian jetliner is returning home
today with mere than 60 freed hos-
tages, leaving the leftist guerrillas
who took it over two davs before in
Luba

A spokesman for the Cuban Foreign
Ministry said he did not think the
hijackers would be deported
There is a law here under which
we give protection and soligarity to
those who hijack airplanes for ';1"'>

&
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Odessa bond
election fails

"
-

Mrs. Wolz

T

Mr.and Mrs. Joe O'Neal, left, listen as Mavor G
r r tior ng O'Neal's

hane Kins re ©s 1 Drais
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1 a ourning
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house last Friday. The ceremony took piﬂf'l‘ during

ouncit! meeting "\'\d” Photo

Junior high student, 13,
tries to poison teacher

City Council
honors hero

rdir

w n

City council eyes sewer crunch near air terminal
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Continued from Page A

Blackout cause
still unknown

W wha

26,000 peopie garxknes
al power throughout Greer
shortiy fors
temperaturs w
jropping. Sem

Mavor | its Fancher Ji

city's two coal-fired power |

the connection that would have
plied the system with outside-pr

duced electricity all failed

Fancher said lights in the Leflore
County seat dimmed for about tw
minutes “‘and then faded out

Turkey Shootﬁ

GREENWOOD — A Turkey Shoot
sponsored by the Greenwood Optimist
Club. will be held from9%a m. to4p.m
Saturday at a caliche pit off the Gar
den City Highway near County Road
120 East, according to Optimist Pat
Anderson

Shooters will use 12-gauge and 410
gauge shotguns

The Optimists will furnish the 410
gauge shotguns and 7'%-shot shells to
be used in the contest. But shooters
have the option of bringing their own
12-gauge shotguns and shells to par
ticipate in the contest

Winners in the Turkey Shoot will be

Sfubborn blaze keeps firemen b

Police Roundup

nditioning
1

pump hi

| 4

e R nd Mallow of Ker
Bet Noel Martin of 120

ollided Tuesday morn

1l the ntersection of Andrews

hway and Holiday Hill Road

OW was eastbound qn FM 868

I Ms. Martin was southbound on
1ay Hill Road when the collision
urred at 10:19 a.m. The force of
accident caused_Mallow's car to

5C 81 JOuisiana Ave irike a stop sign at that intersec

d Street

Sstarted up agair
S for a little over t
0

scheduled

Turke Shont <ite aht n . morning sent an Odessa 1

f.Midland. and " ndicatir aind Memorial Host

|8 ..‘\
n of the shoot will be posted f According to police, Ray Manus
of Odessa was
bound on Interstate 20 near the

Delacruz
hut 1Yr. $Mes. 1Mo
il { FIm e mw

shooters and spectators alike. Ander Delacruz

v.\1,4 \, s dr &t v wi | T

id
} { the shoot hi mile marker

harged 1o spe Apparently

said tried to pull off on the shoulder
the shoulder at that section 074-20 has Fyvening Onty 4§ B0 270 M
a drop-off. Police said Delacruz hit
the drop-off and lost control of the

¢

Proceeds from the Turkev Shoot

will go toward an Op t'Club fund
to build baseball diamonds and a
recreational hall for Greenwood
youths, Anderson said. The shoot is
the second one of the season

vehicle

on the road, traveled 33‘(; feet and laid - bscriptions pay abie

ain fion

Mallow was taken to Midland Me

rnal emergency room by ambu
He was treated and released

Ms. Martin was taken to the emergen
v room in a private vehicle. She also

M
was treated and released

" The Midiand llh-?ortm Telegram

N \ nEs (¢

AY AN s ond Sa 2y and Sundas

| | 850 Midiand

HOME DELIVERY

Paid In Adyvance

132 i ’ S 19 532
HN e Re

i 8
MAIL RATES IN TEXAS

s
MAIL RATES OUTSIDE TEXAS

€5 a0t Sunday
& Only

The car traveled 159 feet, went back e §54 00 $27 00

rates furnished upon reguest

sher 1, 1978

usy

‘ot : Yro $Mos. 1M
g . » SN0 2a M

S050 $2525 42

nadvance All subscription rates

Advertise where buy




PAGE 6A

Che Midland Reporter- Celegram

Dial 682531

P (7 Boy 1650 Ydland
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
The ASSOCTACGPress is entitted-exethisively-to-the-use for republication

f rmrz' the

local news printed in this newspaper, as well as all AP news dispatehe
Rights of publication of all ather matters herein also reserved

WILLIAM C. THOMAS, PRESIDENT & PUBLISHI VI(

JAMES SERVATIUS, EDITOR

WILLIAM H. COLLYNS, EDITOR EMERITL S

Any erroncous reflection upon the character, standing or reputation of any person, firm
or corporation which may occur in the columns of The Reporter Telegram will be
gladly corrected upon being brought to the attention of the editor

The publisher is not responsible for copy omissions or typographical errors which may

occur other than to correct them in the

next issue after it is brought to his

attention-and in no case does the publisher hold himsclf liable for damage

further than the amound received by him

for actual SPACe covering

The right is reserved to reject or edit all advertising copy  Advertisin

accepted on this basis only

A matter of

It’s happened again. Mid
landers have opened their hearts
and their pocketbooks to help
their fellow man.

The United Way volunteers ex
celled this year, shattering the
challenging 1980 goal of $1,150.-
000.

The results of this year’s cam

_paign are further proof of the
continued committment of Mid-
landers to helping thosg around
them. Perhaps that, Tiiore than
anything else, is the true fmeasure
of a city. '

Recently, DBr. Robert Boynton
Smith, senior minister of First
Presbyterian Church, served as
one of the speakers at-a Leader-
ship Midland session. He noted
the spirit of Midlanders in helping
others, as well as to help Midland
itself

Fortunately, looking at all our
civic and social programs, there
is a high degree of voluntarism in
Midland. That, too, is a feather in
the city’s cap, so to speak, and a
credit to the people living here
Their willingness to get involved
and to take an active role in com
munity life is helping to change
things for the better in Midland
and to ensure a brighter future for
us all.

°
pride
That voluntarism evidenced in
the campaign this year, along
with the high level of giving by
Midlanders from all walks of life
reinforces the conviction of Mid
landers to put ‘‘their money
where their mouth is”” when it
comes 1o supporting the agencies
and institutions that help make
life worthwhile for all Mid
landers

That is true because United W .a._\
agencies do not serve merely one
segment of Midland's population
They serve Midland’'$s young and
they serve its old. They serve its
single people and its families
They serve its poor and they serve

“Midlanders of better means

United Way of Midland cuts
across all classes and economic
and racial levels of people. That is
one of the factors that make Unit
ed Way such an attractive agen
for contributory

It may be a cliche of sorts, but in
this instance we think it fits per
fectly. The support for United
Way evidenced in this vear’s
campaign is one of those wonder
ful facets that help make the Tall
City even taller than the glass and
steel structures for which it is
known

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 17, the
352nd day of 1980. There are 14 days
left in the year

Today's highlight in history

On Dec. 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur
Wright made the first successful air
plane flight, soaring over sand dunes
near Kitty Hawk, N.C

On this date

In 1538, Pope Paul 11l excommuni
cated England’s King Henry VIII

In 1843, the Charles Dickens classic
“A Christmas Carol”. was published
in England

In 1919, a federal arsenal at Pica
tinny, N.J., blew up and caused an
estimated $1 million in damage

In 1973, Arab guerrillas attacked an
American jetliner at the airport in
Rome, killing 31 people

Ten years ago: The Pentagon gave
commanders of military bases in the
United States the power to declare
housing off-limits if landlords dis
played racial bias

Five years ago: A federal court in
Sacramento, Calif., sentenced
Charles Manson disciple Lynette
Fromme to a life term for trying to
kill President Gerald Ford

One year ago: The OPEC v canwl
opened a year-end meeting with a

NICK THIMMESCH

United States needs economic ‘spring cleaning’ session b o, He weld " and

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Nick Thim
mesch is on vacation. His guest col-
umnist for today is George Weyer-
haeuser, president of the Weyer-
haeuser Co.)

By GEORGE WEYERHAEUSER

—— — — gty pa—

No family, corporation or country
can afford over the long-term to
spend beyond its income. But the
United States has placed itself in a
dangerously vulnerable position by
doing exactly that

Every year since 1970, with the
exception of the recession years of
1973 and 1975, when U.S. purchasing
power was reduced, our country has
imported more than it has exported
Each of the past three years, our
international trade deficit has stood
at about $30 billion

Were it not for sales abroad of
renewable agriculture and forest
products, which together pay for
about two-thirds of America's im
ported oil, we would be even more
deeply in the red. The domestic steel
and automobile industries have been
particularly big losers to foreign
competition.

Our country's national security and
economic well-being — and, in turn,
the preservation of our free institu-
tions — will be determined in large
part by whether we%re able to turn
our trade deficit into a trade sur
plus. ; :

What needs to be doné? As a nation,
we must:

— encourage new investment in
competitive sectors of our economy;

— improve our productivity and
avoid overBurdening our industrial
Jbase with excess regulation;

major spift on prices

Today's birthday: Author Erskine
Caldwell is 77 vears old

Thought for Today: Education is
that which remains when one has
forgotten evervthing he learned in
school Albert Einstein, German
born physicist (1879-1955)

BEN WICKS

“You're in luck. We've got
one left.”’

=

-
Nick
Thimmesch
- . —

develop an export mentality (less
than.10 percent of U.S. manufacturing
companies have steady export busi
ness)
work ceaselessly to reduce over
seas barriers to our exports; and
set new priorities among govern
ment, business, labor and agriculture
to build U.S. exports
All of this will take time. If we stick
with it, however, such a positive
program will have far larger payoffs
than quick, protectionist fixes, which
might, in the short-term, reduce our
deficit but would add to inflation and
set off international trade wars
Much of the remaining protectionist
sentiment in the United States is
based upon a mistaken impression
that American and other raw materi
als are exported to ‘“‘cheap labor’
nations that manufacture and return
tv us goods of less or comparable
quality at bargain prices
If there was ever any basis for that
impression, it has disappeared in the
basic industries during the past few
decades
The U.S. is now a net importer of
nonrenewable raw'materials
Wage and benefit rates for workers
in the companies of Western Europe
and Japan with which these Ameri
can industries compete are geherally
comparable to those here
Their energy and raw material
costs tend to be considerably hizher

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBSR-¥7- 1980

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND
Column sparks VOA letter-writing campaign’ i s pepic know it e

WASHINGTON ncle San
peaks to the Russian people through
the Voice of Amer)

language broadcasts, as 1 reported
1

Bet its Russian
last month, have developed a case of
the splutters

I charged that the Russian Service
was beset with favoritise and faux
pas, with cronyism and ideological
feuds. The story caused an uproar at
the Voice of America

Its direct« Mar
called a special meetir
column. She
ol Congre in N

fenving the allegations

The special meeting oce
day after the column appear
terman summoned the Ru

vice staff together and 1«
OSSP nst {o L{" p the
within the family. Publi
I RCN | !
ould
<l“1ilx r

Ir
med

m

This is simply
bloopers occurred
other last March

confidential me

“ear

When called on 1

Imports alow American consumer

fo have the widest possible selectior
of the world’s production of goods, not
just our own. 1 ol
Chooste thi best
value

Where American
compet n this market
it's simply because Amer
alized I.O[H?m' formatior or inves
ment in more productive manufa«

turing capacity, while discouraging
long-range research

In most of Western Europe, and in
Japan, capital formation, research
and productivity have been prime
national goals since World War 1]
Governments a 3 the private sector
have worked tog. ther to increase e«
nomic competitiveness in these cou
tries during that period

On the other hand, during much of
the same period, government and in
dustry in the United States have had
an adversary relationship. Until ver)
recently, mention of capital forma
tion as a national goal for the United
States would have resulted in raised
eyebrows at best, and, at worst
scornful laughter

Ities nas cnanged. But in some sed
tors the protectionist, quick fix of
limiting imports still has respectabihi
ty. Even stringer, in some quarters
and for some products, there is still
sentiment to limit exports; as well

Yet, only by significantly increas
ing exports of those American prod
ucts still competitive in the world
market can we slow the erosion of the
dollar_while American industry re
builds. !“urthermore, a growing num
heo of US. jobs depend on exports, as
well as imports.
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ART BUCHWALD | :
National Rifle Association

keeps-handguns from harm

WASHINGTON It was midnight
in Joe's Gun and Tackle Shop

‘Hi, baby, vou're a cute little .38
snub-nosed, pocket-sized revolver
Where are you from?’ : &

Connecticut. You're not bad-look Art
ing vourself, handsome. What's your Buchwald
name’ &

Saturday Night Special. I'm a .32
caliber Bulldog. They call me Bulldog
pecause ol my grip

I hear there's a big hue and cr)
tbout registering us because of John

:

l:v:lnw» : i el confiscated or thrown into the
on 't worry®about It, bab)y 1 P §
never happen. The do-gooders always l‘]‘(’:«]‘“ kid. The bleeding hearts
start yelling about handgun controls 45, pyve the stamina to hurt us
Besides., the Constitution -4s on our
side. Nobody in his right mind is going
to tell the Americdn people they can’t
How can you be so su own a handgun
We have the National Rifle Assn You sound so reassuring. But I
heard from a .44 magnum that more
the country. Theyvre. .4 more states are passing tough

that no laws are passed '

when someone famous gets shot. But
mee the noises dies down, 1t never

happen

'
Fhevw're the most power

indgun laws
wt of lands of th So one state passes a tough hand
' law. and the next state doesn't
have any laws at all. They can’t stop
omebody from buving us.’

What about the federal gun

vant i gun

i
'he Federal Handgun Law is
dead. Republican Sen. McClure of
Idaho has a bill in Congress right now
that w d rescind the law and take
nment ouf of the gun control
where it should never have
he first place. Even Reagan
1 gun contre
to know a lot about it
Saturday Night
If they really
n handgun
I'here are a
untry who would
v had half a chance

wouid D

ell for
ide in thi
r $50
s 1 think they |l ask

Jack h { ! prett ttle thing hike vou? With
Anderson ‘ few R hlue steel body and smooth wal
. I o } ' k | he't omebody would

vou under hi

smooth talker
v hody
primed

’

Omeh
good a chance as the

loesn 1 just i
s drawer
] n ty he
ind shoot u
‘nwg’,rn' arr—the
inybody
reget what the

I Kl peopit

better
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v and on the

handgun feel real
ce lalking 1o you
t. baby May b
1 dark allev one of
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WHO TO WRITE
! vVing is a list of the names and
W various state and federal
ils Midlanders may wish to con
L from 1 me totime
PRESIDENT: Jimmy Carter. The
Preside he White House, Wash
netor 15(4)
SENATORS: Llovd Bentsen (D)
nd hn Tower (R) Senate Office
' £, Washington. D.C. 20515
REPRESENTATIVE: Kent Hance
I ¢ Office Building, Washing
Also Room 208
Federal Building, 200
Wall, Midland, TX 79701
GOVERNOR: Bill Clements (R)
e Capitol Building, Austin. TX

Mal

STATE SENATORT WE Péle™
snelson (D), Senatorial District 25.
Midland, TX

\

19 N. Colorado St
H6X3-5164

STATE REPRESENTATIVE: Tom
Craddick (R), Representative Dis
trict 68, 408 W. Wall St., Midland, TX

82-7918 4
domestically that wil MARK RUSSELL SAYS

pete in that marketplac ' , i Last summer’s drought has left the
g e seodle 2 mallest peanut crop in 16 yvears
ader — Which means Jimmy Carter has to
pen indic that Starton those memoirs sooner than he
) thought

y (0 e &=
conomic house in order. Publi Fhe memoir crop should be very
there. A bipartisan coalition in d th no kood next year — a bountiful harvest
B Bhe 1 X, u»t r,r.tzg s by Carter, Mondale, Jordan,
| i : \ Powell and Brzezinski. A crop from
and they sh s which, unfortunately you won't be

January Inaugural comi able to make a peanut butter and jelly
sandwich g
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kKeeping
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Buyer’ or supplier? WANT ADS find both. Dial 682-6222

Man suspected

In

wife's death freed

AMARILLO, Texas (AP) — A 38-
year-old man was ordered freed from
jail after authorities found no physi-
cal evidence linking him to the death
of his wife, whose dismembered body
was found at a wrecking yard here.

Floyd Baker was jailed Dec. 1 after
the head and body of Linda Sue Baker
were discovered. He was charged
with murder four days later, lost his
job and the custody of his two children
and was evicted ‘from his home.

He emerged from Potter County
jail Tuesday bitter over news ac
counts and angry with the sheriff’s
office -

“I don’'t believe it is fair to ever
convict somebody the first day in the

Two arrested
following spree

SEMINOLE Two men were in
custody in the Gaines County Jail
here early this morning following a

Tuesday theft spree which led them

from Andrews County to Gaines
(nliu[}
Sheriff's deputy Jon Key said the

men allegedly stole 41980 Chevrolet
pickup from the Florey Store conve
nience grocery in Andrews and drove
north to a Phillips tank farm 12
miles outside of Seminole

The two men then held two workers

in the Phillips yard at gunpoint and
stole a 1980 Chevrolet truck around 4
p.m. Tuesday, leaving the Andrews
pickup at the site ccording to Key

Sheriff's (fr;mm‘ apprehended the

{wo men en route to Seminole at 5:05
p.m. Tuesday

'he men have been charged with
aggravated rabbery and theft, howev
er thetr names were withheld this
morning pending questioning, Ke)
aid ;

news media. There’s only one side
being presented. It’s not right. It’s not .
fair,” said Baker.

State District Judge George Dowlen
ordered Baker’s release after depu-
ties testified they had no physical
evidence linking him with the slay-
ing

The charge against Baker was to be
dropped today, said Potter County
District Attorney Tom Curtis.

A Potter Grand jury took no action
against Baker when it considered the
case last week, and Curtis said the
case would not be presented again
unless new evidence was developed.

Sheriff’s deputies testified Tuesday
that the only evidence linking Baker
to his wife's death was a statement
from the couple's 7-year-old son,
Monty

Deputy Carl Haidle had testified at
an earlier hearing that the boy told
authorities he saw his father kick his
mother, beat her with a hammer and
then cut her up

Baker said the boy probably deve-
loped his story after listening to dé-
tectives talking about the case

I think most children have pretty
vivid imaginations and they have
heen hearing different things from
different people. I'm sure they over
heard some of the conversations’' of
the detectives, he said

He said he had last seen his wife
Nov. 16 and reported her missing the
next day I loved my wife very
much,” Baker said

“The most important thing is to get
my kids back. To get some kind of life
re-established and get them over the
loss of their mother,” he said

Child welfare officials had taken
custody of Monty and his 5-year-old
brother, David, after an emergency
hearing Dec. 3. A hearing for perma
nent custody will be held in early

January

Arab-Americans urge release
of assassin ‘hero’ Sirhan

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) Sir
an Sirhan, the conviclted Killer ol
tobert F. Kennedy, | 2 hero to the
peo) f the Middle East” and should
be releas®d, an Arab-Ar n group
1%
M. T. Mehdi, pre ent of the Ne
\ based Ami« an-Arab Rela
s Committee, Tuesday called the
35-year-old Sirhan a “"political prison
er

He said Sirhan, a Jordanian, would

be welcomed with open rm n
Iraq, Lit ynd Jordar

Sirhan is highly regarded by Arab
Mehdi said, because his targel, Ker

brot! f the ite President.

John' Kennedy, was a proponent of
n tary aid to Israel

Sirhan, however remorseful

—ahottt-—Ris tKennedysr-famity—

Mehdl said
\1vm| ~m! he would ask Califor
Board of Prison Terms

special meeling s early

nia s to hold a
[ January
1 sider S rhan releast

vd has
parole hre
n Monda He is eligible |

in Septemix

Sirhan alre been turned
jown for

times. most
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I'he board’s executive officer
Robin Dezember, said it almost
nevi holds a special meeting

He described Sirhan as “‘an excel

nt prisoner a model inmate who
has done very well in prison,”” adding
that the parole date could ¢« on be
educed a couple of months

His next parole hearing date is in
July .

Sirhan, held since the June 1968

yssassination in Los Angeles of Ken
nedyv. a New York senator and presi
dential candidate, ‘“has paid for his
rime Mehdi said
His continuing impr
est of B vendetla, not In the
Mehdi said
instructor of con
sity of

sonment is "'in
nterest of justice

Mehdi, a former
titutional law at the Univer
-Eatfornia at Berkeley, planned to
meet Sirhan on l»n.’u* 1y in Soledad
prison to discuss strategy for his re¢
i‘ ast

The Arab-American Relations
Committee. with some 45,000 mem
of promoting Arab
Mehdi said
in the

1 goal
vmerican understanding
President Carter

has

upported

1st election
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French actor Jean-Francois Stevenin, at Tuesday’s reception in

London for the
War,”

world premiere of his latest film, ““The Dogs of
which opens there today. Stevenin, holds the XM-18

projectile launcher which weighs only 15 1/2 pounds and is light
enough for a man to carry in one hand, with a multi-barrelled

chamber which can fire a

combination of gas, smoke or high-im-

pact missiles within an amazing five-second period over a -~
distance up to 200 yards. The weapon is currently being appraised
and tested by both the Pentagon and the Ministry of Defense in
Britain. (AP Laserphoto)
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Murder victim’'s body not

PULASKI, Va. (AP)
Stephen M. Epperly has
been .convicted of mur
dering a Radford Univer
sity student. But first,
the prosecution had to
together evidence
0 prove she was dead

Commonwealth’s Al
wrney Everett Shockley
convinced the jury of Ep
perly’s guilt without pro
ducing a body, a rare but
not unprecedented legal
move in Virginia

(Gina Renee Hall, 18, a
freshman at the state
university near here,
last seen June 29
leaving a Blacksburg bar
and disco with Epperly
28. of Radiord

nece

WwWa

\ Pulaski Co
cuit Court jury de

unty Cir
berat
two hours
before convict
of first-de-
der and fecom
mending life imprison

ed almost
Tuesday
Ing f j::n"':\

ree mur

ment

Circuit Judge R. Wil
liam Arthur ordered Ep
perly held in jail pending
sentencing in’ January
Artl -u‘l[[ul

nd and
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deénied a defense request

* for a $100,000 bond

Defense attorney Glen
wood Lookabill of Pulas
ki said Epperly would
appeal the verdict to‘the
Virginia Supreme Court

The defense called no
witnesses

John Hall of Coeburn,
Miss Hall's father, said
after the trial he is sus
pending a $12,000 reward
he offered for informa
tion leading to recovery
of the body

‘1 think the verdict
rendered was appropri
ate, but my primary con
cern is still my daugh
ter,” said Hall

Shockley told the jury
he believed Epperly per
suaded Miss Hall to
the Marriott Inn
with him about 12:30
am. June 29 and then
drove (o a house on near
by Claytor Lake in her
car

leave

Epperly attempted to
have sex with Miss Hall
and was rebuffed, Shock-
ley said, and Epperly
beat her to death,
wrapped the bloody body
in a quilt and somehow
hid it

“That's what brought
it all about sex,” he
said. “This man’'s raw
desire for her and her
rebuff and he killed her
He had to have done it
That's your only conclu-
sion lhal he beat her to
death.’

Epperly told police he
was with Miss Hall the
night she disappeared
but said she took him
home and he didn't know
what happened to her

‘I submit to you a nor
mal. red-blooded Ameri
can boy does not kill
somebody because they

didn't get—sex;*Looka~|——

bill argued
Miss Hall’s car was
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Victim withdraws testimony,
but rapist denied new trial

MARYVILLE, Tenn.
(AP) — A 23-year-old
man convicted of rape
has been denied a new
trial although the victim
now says she was not
raped.

“We don’t drop cases
on the whim of the vic-
tim,”’ prosecuter Steve
Hawkins said Tuesday.

Defense lawyers had
argued that Kenny
Burns, 23, should not
have to spend 20 years in
jail because of testimony
from someone who had
switched stories.

“Don’t put that man in
the penitentiary on the
whim of the victim,’
said defense lawyer Her-
bert Moncier.

But Circuit Court
Judge John Crawford
ruled that ‘‘a criminal
offense is not a lawsuit
between a victim and a
defendant.”

The state is the plain-
tiff, he explained, and
the district attorney con-
trols the prosecution.

“It is not within the
control of the victim or
any other individual to
prosecute or not to prose-
cute, and obviously can-
not be and should not be
and is not so in this
state,” Crawford said.

After their motion for a
new trial was denied,
Burns' lawyers asked the
state Court of Criminal
Appeals to overturn his

found

found June 30, aban-

doned under a railroad
trestle that spanned the

New River between the
road to the lake house
and Epperly’s neighbor-
hood in Radford

John Preston, a track-

ing expert from Galeton,
Pa., testified his German
xhvpherd tracked Epper-

ly’s scent from where the
car was found to Epper-

ly’s front door

Laboratory evidence

showed some blood
stains found on Miss
Hall's clothing, two
towels and the'lake house
carpet matched Miss
Hall's O-type blood

rape conviction, which

carried a 20-year jail

sentence®

The case began in Sep-
tember when Lisa Noah,
18, reported that Burns
raped her near an isolat-
ed Tennessee Valley Au-
thority substation on
their first date.

When Burns came to
trial in late November,
the girl testified she had
been raped Sept. 7. Doc-
tors who examined her
after the incident had
found traces of sperm,
prosecutors said, and she
accepted hormone pills
to prevent a pregnancy.

After a one-day trial,
Burns was sentenced by
Crawford to 20 years in
jail.

But three days later,
Ms. Noah told Burns’
lawyer she had not been
raped. She signed an af-
fidavit saying she had
filed the charge because
she was angry at Burns.

She recanted her ear-

' lier testimony at a hear-

ing before Crawford on
Nov. 24, testifying that
she and Burns had en-
gaged in foreplay — not
intercourse — the night
of Sept. 7

But Hawkins and Dis-
trict Attorney General
David Ballard told the
judge at the recantation
hearing that the teen-
ager had told them she
felt a 20-year sentence
was too harsh for Burns
and feared for his life in
prison.

Crawford said he had
found Ms. Noah’s demea-
nor at the trial was<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>