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Tested at Parmer  
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All Test Sites
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Medical Center

409

Pending  
Results from PMC

50 242

178

Parmer County COVID-19 stats
As of Monday, July 13, 2020

Amarillo Flights: Aerial Views of Llano Estacado Country at PPHM
Beginning July 17 and run-

ning through January 23, 2021, 
Paul Chaplo’s exhibit, Amaril-
lo Flights: Aerial Views of Lla-
no Estacado Country will pre-
miere at the Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Museum. The one-
person exhibit will showcase 
his personal aerial photogra-
phy of the high plains of the 
Llano Estacado, with a focus 
on the rugged escarpments 
and breaks in Texas, New 
Mexico, and Oklahoma. The 
exhibit will be on the second 
floor in PPHM’s Bivins Gallery 
for an almost six-month show-
ing and will feature approxi-
mately thirty-eight large for-
mat color photographs taken 
during Chaplo’s aerial expedi-
tions over nearly 40,000 square 
miles of land.

Continued on page 10
Lighthouse Peak - Paul Chaplo ©2020

Tiffany Sandoval and Mirelly Armendariz
National FCCLA Gold

Public Policy Advocate – Level 3

Election Unofficial Results Report
2020 JULY 14TH REPUBLICAN PRIMARY

July 14, 2020 - Parmer County

Election Unofficial Results Report
2020 JULY 14TH DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

July 14, 2020 - Parmer County

Justice, 7th Court of Appeals District, Place 4

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Candidate Name	 Early Voting	 Early Voting	 Election Day	 Early Voting	 Total 
	 By Mail	 In Person	 Count	 Count	 Votes 
 
Larry Doss	 18	 15	 120	 33	 153 
Steven Denny	 8	 2	 43	 10	 53

Candidate Name	 Early Voting	 Early Voting	 Election Day	 Early Voting	 Total 
	 By Mail	 In Person	 Count	 Count	 Votes 
 
Royce West	 1	 1	 8	 2	 10 
Mary “MJ” Hegar	 5	 0	 13	 5	 18

Candidate Name	 Early Voting	 Early Voting	 Election Day	 Early Voting	 Total 
	 By Mail	 In Person	 Count	 Count	 Votes 
 
Chrysta Castañeda	 3	 0	 14	 3	 17 
Roberto R. “Beto” Alonzo	3	 1	 7	 4	 11

Commissioners 
approve school funds

The Parmer County Com-
missioners Court met in 
regular session on Monday, 
July 13th at 10:00 a.m. in the 
County Courtroom of the 
Parmer County Courthouse 
in Farwell, Texas. The meet-
ing began with prayer and 
the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the American Flag and the 
Texas Flag. 

There were no public 
comments. Minutes from 
the June 22nd meeting were 
read and approved. Com-
missioners approved the 
payment of the accounts 
payables as presented by 
County Treasurer Sharon 
May. The Treasurer’s Re-
port was also approved. 

Dustin O’Dell, a repre-
sentative of El Paso Natural 
Gas, informed the commis-
sioners that the company 

utilizes robots to inspect 
their gas lines and that 
possible deterioration was 
discovered in an 8” line on 
county property near Coun-
ty Road 11 just north of 
County Road EE. Approval 
was given to repair the line 
if necessary. 

Commissioners also ap-
proved electric, water, and 
gas lines under County 
Road R just east of Highway 
214 for Del Rio Dairy. 

Commissioners approved 
the purchase of a Motor 
Grader for Precinct 4. Casey 
Russell, Commissioner for 
Precinct 4, informed the 
court that the Motor Grader 
will be purchased from War-
ren Cat of Lubbock and the 
final cost will be $144,000 
with trade-in. 

Continued on page 3

Jerry and Linda Stevens
2019 Tournament Champions

The field is full, again. Over 
80 two-person teams will tee 
it up on July 25th and 26th at 
the 12th Annual Pudge Ken-
drick Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment. This “second major” 
has grown in popularity since 
moving to Hereford in 2015. 
The Tierra Blanca tourna-
ment is considered the “first 
major” and is usually played  
in June. However, due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
“Pudge” will be held first this 
year. 

Proceeds from the event 
will benefit the Parmer Coun-
ty Cancer Coalition and the 
Hereford Cancer Coalition. 
Both organizations work to-
gether to help our local can-
cer patients. Greg Lewellen, 
spokesperson for the event 
said he would like to thank 
the Deaf Smith Chamber of 
Commerce, the City of Her-
eford, and the staff at John 
Pitman Golf Course for their 
help in coordinating the an-
nual event.

 The tournament will be 
held at the John Pitman Golf 
Club in Hereford, Texas and 
each day the morning flight 
will start at 8:00 a.m. and the 
afternoon flight will begin at 
1:30 p.m. Sunday’s tee times 
are based on flighting from 
Saturday’s results. On Sun-
day, prizes will be awarded in 
all flights. 

Last year’s tournament will 
be hard to match. A record 
eighty-eight teams compet-
ed and a record $13,000 in 
prize money was paid out to 
the top four finishers in each 
flight. The payout was $750 
for 1st place, $500 for 2nd 
place, $250 for 3rd place, and 
$125 for 4th place. Jerry & 
Linda Stevens were the tour-
nament champions.

HK “Pudge” Kendrick was 
a founding member of the 
Friona Country Club in 1962, 
and a two-time club champi-
on. When Pudge passed away 
in April 2009, Larry Johnston 
approached his son Danny 
about starting a golf tourna-
ment in Pudge’s honor, to 
continue his legacy at the Fri-
ona Country Club. This year 
marks the 12th anniversary 
for the tournament.

Pudge Kendrick Memorial Golf Tournament is July 25th-26th

In June 2014, The Pudge 
Kendrick Memorial Golf 
Tournament was the last 
event ever held at the Friona 
Country Club. There were 
69 teams with morning and 
afternoon tee times during 
that tournament. Dee King, 
the owner of the course at the 
time, closed the facility after 
play was finished that Sun-
day.

In 2015, the tournament 
moved to the John Pitman 
Golf Course in Hereford, at 
the urging, and with the help 
of Mike Mauldin and Rick 
Hanna. Mike was the Presi-
dent of First Financial Bank 
in Hereford, and Rick was the 
Hereford City Manager.

Past winners of the tour-
nament, held in Hereford, 
include Jay Stevens/Na-
than Sullivan (2015), Aaron 
White/Thomas Maldonado 
(2016), Aaron White/Phillip 
Kahlich (2017), Phillip Shel-
ton/Darren Renwick (2018), 
and Jerry Stevens/Linda Ste-
vens (2019).

To Get Involved:
You don’t have to play golf 

to help support the cause. 
This year there will be a raffle 
for a 4-wheeler donated by 
Clovis Sign Company. Tick-
ets are now available from 
cancer coalition members 
and on the Hereford Cancer 

Coalition facebook page. Pro-
ceeds benefit grants for our 
neighbors fighting cancer in 
Hereford and Parmer Coun-
ty. The drawing will be held 
on Friday, July 31st and you 
do not have to be present to 
win. (see photo of 4-wheeler 
on page 9)

Congratulations!!!



1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8 10 11 12 13 14 15

1816 1917

24 25 26 27

Copyright 2020 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

20

28

36

42

45

48

50

51

52

53

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  “house” in Mexico
  5  TXism: “small fish
      in _  ___ pond”
  6  Texas is 3 times 
      bigger than this
      northern state (abbr.)
  7  what an ADA offers:
      ____ bargain
  8  Parker County seat
16  Cut ___ Shoot, TX
17  TXism: “slippery __
      _  ________ pig”
21  country singer and
      rodeo champion:
      Chris __Doux
22  Denver ____, TX
23  Houston suburb:
      ______ Park, TX
24  some Texans have
      ___-___-her towels
29  actress Drake of 
      1953 film “Down
      Laredo Way”
30  TX-based Nokona
      baseball gloves
      are ____ by hand
31  “Hook ‘__ Horns!”
32  TX B.J. Thomas
      1968 hit: “Hooked
      __  _  _______”
34  TXism: “too ____
      irons in the fire”
35  TX Jim Reeves
      1957 hit: “__  _
      Losing You”
36  former name of
      fire education:
      “Texas ________
      Training School”
37  lubricates
38  biggest continent
39  take apart
41  pale from shock

  1  summer fun for
      girls near Hunt, TX
      (2 wds.)
  2  NFL  QB Case
      Keenum played for
      Wylie High School
      in this city
  3  this O’Connor
      performs on TX
      Willie’s “Across the
      Borderline” album
  4  TXism: “could shoot
      the eye out of _ 
      ____” (good shot)

42  this Bud starred in 
      TX-based 1970 film
      “Brewster McCloud”
43  Gussie ____ Davis
      founded the Kilgore
      College Rangerettes
44  chewable portions
45  TXism: “light as __
      empty egg shell”
46  Amarillo’s “___-State
      Fair & Rodeo”
47  _____ of beef

48  TX Janis
      album: “_ 
      ___  ___ Ol’
      Kozmic Blues
      Again Mama!”
50  tall Texas _____
51  “shop ___ you drop”
52  ___dale, TX
53  Jack Par___
      coached UH and
      the Houston Oilers

  9  _____ S. Ngor of
      “Vietnam, Texas”
10  TXism: “como ____”
      (how are you?)
11  TX blues rocker
      Stevie ___ Vaughan
12  3-point play in 
      football (abbr.)
13  church instruments
14  TXism: “primed and
      _____” (prepared)
15  cowgirl Evans who
      was born in Uvalde
18  dir. from Crockett
      to Woodville
19  adversaries
20  Fray ______
      Massanet built first
      TX Spanish mission

22  agree to
24  Santa word
25  U.S. withdrew from
      this treaty in 2019
26  “‘nuff ____” 
27  second biggest
      continent
28  Liam of film “Next
      of Kin” with TX
      Patrick Swayze  

29  unpleasant noises
30  masculine
33  “____ we forget”
34  East TX saw____
35  cremation remains
37  compelled
38  “_  ____-winder”
      (rousing speech)
40  TX Connally won
      “Legion of _____”
41  military assistant
44  cattle auction nods
47  fancy word for
      “gravestones”
49  TX Shelley Duvall
      role in 1980 film:
      “_____ Oyl”
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Texas Panhandle:
6,538 cases, 103 deaths
5,467 recoveries
Armstrong County: 3
Briscoe County: 9
Carson County: 10
Castro County: 120
Childress County: 7
Collingsworth County: 6
Cottle County: 4
Dallam County: 116
Deaf Smith County: 409
Donley County: 32
Gray County: 133
Hall County: 2
Hansford County: 35
Hartley County: 55
Hemphill County: 20
Hutchinson County: 73
Lipscomb County: 11
Moore County: 916
Motley County: 2
Ochiltree County: 63
Oldham County: 4
Parmer County: 242
Potter County: 3,056
Randall County: 1,105
Roberts County: 6
Sherman County: 32
Swisher County: 53
Wheeler County: 20

Eastern New Mexico: 
356 cases, 3 deaths
Curry County: 251
Quay County: 16
Roosevelt County: 79
Union County: 8

Oklahoma Panhandle:
1,038 cases, 6 deaths, 
1,015 recoveries
Beaver County: 32
Cimarron County: 1
Texas County: 1,005

Texas:
281,000 cases
3,378 deaths
108,000 recoveries

United States:
3,480,000 cases 
138,000 deaths
1,030,000 recoveries

Worldwide:
13,300,000 cases 
578,000 deaths
7,370,000 recoveries

Coronavirus cases confirmed

COVID-19 News

Wash your hands
Stay 6 foot away
Wear your mask

Stay at home if sick

The City Council met in regular ses-
sion on Monday, July 13, 2020. A brief 
summary of the things discussed during 
the meeting. (1) The council is consid-
ering entering into a business associate 
agreement with Emergicon, LLC out of 
Dallas, Texas to handle the ambulance 
billing and collection. Currently, the city 
attorney has the contract and the coun-
cil is waiting for the green light to move 
forward. (2) The council took action on 
appointing two new board members to 
serve on the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission for two year terms. The new 
board members are Danny Campbell 
and Mayra Olmos. (3) The council took 
action to give the city manager approval 
to act as the city’s authorized represen-
tative in all matters pertaining to the 
city’s participation in the Texas Division 
of Emergency Management (TDEM). 
In short, the city of Friona will receive 
$216,370 for a COVID-19 relief fund 
and the city manager will be authorized 
to distribute and record money spent 
from this fund. This action will solidify 
the council’s support of this grant. (4) 
The council approved the city manager 
to solicit bids for the Friona Public Li-
brary Bookshop project. (5) The council 
approved the city manager to act as the 
authorized representative in all matters 
pertaining to the city’s participation in 

the 2020 state, local, tribal, and territo-
rial information sharing technical as-
sistance program. In short, the city will 
apply for a grant through the Depart-
ment of Justice that will help fund the 
police department mobile data terminal 
project which will replace all the current 
in-car computer systems. The amount 
of money requested will not exceed 
$40,000 and will not require a monetary 
match from the city.  

 COVID-19 results: As of Monday, July 
13, 2020 Parmer County has recorded 
242 positive cases, 170 recoveries and 8 
deaths. Currently, there are 72 positive 
COVID cases that are under quarantine 
requirements. We know there are more 
positive cases that will be reported. 
There is a time delay from the time peo-
ple are tested, to getting results back, to 
the State calling the County Judge with 
those results. Out of 44 counties in our 
Health Region, Parmer County stands 
7th for highest number of positive COV-
ID-19 cases. Listed in order of total posi-
tive cases is Lubbock County, Potter, 
Randall, Moore, Hale, Deaf Smith, and 
Parmer County. As we continue to fight 
this disease, it’s important that we con-
tinue to wash hands frequently, wear a 
mask in public places, social distance in 
public places, and if you are sick…stay at 
home.

 It’s budgeting time for the city. City 
Manager Lee Davila is busy planning the 
city’s budget for next fiscal year (2020-
2021). Have you ever wondered where 
all of the money comes from that creates 
revenue for the city to operate? Listed 
below are the main areas that generate 
revenue for the city’s General Fund.

 
City of Friona
Budget Revenue sources:
• 30% Property Taxes
• 18% Ambulance Billing
• 12% Sales Taxes
• 10% Franchise Taxes
• 30% Everything Else

 
Currently, the city is doing very well 

with respect to revenue and expenses. 
We are on target to finish this year strong 
and under budget. The city will pay off 
another bond in February 2021 which 
will leave one bond remaining to be paid 
off in 2022. Once these bonds are paid 
off, the city will be in a financially stable 
position. It will be great to get our debt 
behind us. 

In the month of June, the city pumped 
28,027,400 gallons of water and sold 
22,433,000 gallons of water collect-
ing $101,445.69 on 1460 accounts. The 
month of July will be another month of 
high water usage. Pray for rain!!!

The New Normal By Walter V. Wendler, WTAMU President

The concept of “new normal” is weari-
some. Enterprises of every kind falter as-
suming there was an old normal. Normal-
cy is an innovation-robbing concept. In 
February, I reflected on demographics and 
their impact on shaping a regional research 
university like West Texas A&M University. 
In 1636, the first college in our nation was 
founded to educate clergy. From that day 
forward, the institution known eventually 
as Harvard has been changing, and when 
it stops, trouble starts. There was never a 
“normal” on the banks of the Charles River, 
nor should there be on the bluffs of Tierra 
Blanca Creek. 

Post COVID-19 forces will modulate 
mission at responsive universities. In-
creasingly the approximately 20 million 
post-secondary students in the U.S. are en-
rolled online, nearly seven million strong. 
Many, 1.5 million, are graduate students 
studying to advance career opportunities, 
often with the additional challenges of a 
full-time job. 

Students will seek hybrid approaches 
for the freedom and flexibility provided. 
Nearly half of the current online students 
cite pre-existing obligations that do not al-
low for full-time or traditional on-campus 
study. One in five is supported by employ-
ee incentives to continue to “better” them-
selves professionally. If there is a “new 
normal,” this might represent it, but not for 
long. The recognition that not all students 
are 18 and fresh out of high school is cur-
rently and singularly the strongest refining 
force in universities. It knows no age, color, 

ethnicity, creed, gender, physical capabil-
ity, preference, or orientation boundaries. 
Intellectual fulfillment and market-place 
value coupled with life experience require 
uniquely tailored responsiveness to the 
never-ending variety of students and their 
aspirations. 

Between 2016 and 2019, the portion of 
faculty who taught online increased from 
39% to 46%. Post COVID-19, nearly all 
faculty members have online experience 
following the blossoming coronavirus. 
But such teaching and learning must ac-
commodate a new flow of students. The 
old normal is being boiled away by cruel 
circumstances. 

At WTAMU, faculty who deliver online 
courses also develop the strategies and 
materials used to convey ideas and con-
cepts. Additionally, they are required to 
teach face-to-face on-campus. 

There are no shortcuts. It is one of the 
reasons why online courses have little im-
pact on instructional costs at WT. The total 
delivery cost per student credit hour at WT 
is $592. Faculty, including salary and ben-
efits, contribute nearly one-third ($176.36) 
to that total, appropriately the greatest re-
source demand of course delivery. Teach-
ing is an interpersonal art form that cannot 
be digitized. It was that way in 1636 and 
will remain so. Institutions that undercut 
the faculty equation for excellence fail. The 
litany of failed for-profits proves the point. 
Since 2016, four dozen such institutions 
have been shuttered. The market place 
works, if at times too slowly.

 The model that one faculty member can 
develop the material and 20 lower-paid 
others can teach 10,000 students is flawed. 
A rock star accompanied by a flock of 
groupies is a broken, ill-founded concep-
tion for learning. This does not diminish 
the concept that faculty and instructional 
designers have a great deal to add to quality 
teaching in the online environment. When 
father and son Hans and Zacharias Jensen 
purportedly invented the microscope in 
1590, many thought it an interesting cu-
riosity. It forever changed the way we see; 
that’s not a curiosity. Digitally enhanced 
instruction is changing the way we learn—
history, math, physics, sociology, theology, 
and everything else—it, too, is a new way 
of “seeing.” And it is universally available 
to all with a hand-held device and a Wi-Fi 
connection. (I know not everybody has the 
tools and/or the connection, but that is the 
subject of another discussion.) 

Essential elements of university courses 
are now expected to be online. Nine in ten 
faculty provide syllabi, seven in ten report 
grades, and over half communicate regu-
larly with students digitally. The digital 
toolkit of faculty and students is rapidly 
expanding.

 New modes of student interaction for 
study and sharing of insights are here, ex-
aggerated by a virus 125 nanometers in 
diameter. Not a new normal, but a single 
point along progress’s path. 

Walter V. Wendler is President of West 
Texas A&M University. His weekly columns 
are available at http://walterwendler.com

As of July 13, 2020
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At The Beach!
When I’m at the beach
   I like to eat a cold, juicy __________.
I like to hear the roar
  of waves slapping against the __________.
I like to watch
  the children __________ while picking up shells.
I like the strong, salty smell
  of water, land and freshly caught __________.
I like to stand in the rushing water to feel
  it pulling the sand out from under my “__________”!

shore

peach heel
mackerel

hopscotch

  Can you help Echo find 
his way through the wave 
maze to where the other
dolphins are jumping
and playing?
  As you go through the
waves, you cannot cross 
any animals or objects – 
you must go around them. Start

Finish

Jumping 
and Playing!

     What kind of bird
am I? I like to search
and swoop at the 
beach. Can you fill in my poem 
with the missing words?

           I  am  a
__  __  __  __  __  __ __e a u l

1. keep drinks cool and sandwiches safe from seagulls
2. large cloths to lay on; cover the hot sand
3. open and close, protect us from the sun’s rays
4. beachgoers, fans of the sand and surf
5. car with lots of space for boogie boards and beach chairs
6. sail, power and fishing; allow for travel on water
7. someone who searches the sandy beaches for something valuable
8. these crash against the beach; perfect for surfing
9. hot, yellow orb in sky; use lotion to protect from being burned
10. travel up and down the beach to protect; lifeguards, U.S. Coast Guard 
11. fruit growing along the northeastern coast; used in jams or jellies
12. pelicans, sandpipers, gulls
13. tough plant with long, thin, narrow leaves
14. countless grains make up beach; gets into every nook and cranny
15. light, brightly colored, inflated, round plastic toy
16. buildings of sand and water; moat; seashell windows and doors

1
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3
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8 11
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13
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109

coolers

beach umbrellas

people

boats

sand

blankets

ball

plum

surf patrol

station wagon

grass

beachcomber

sun

waves

birds

sandcastles

Read the clues to fill in the puzzle:

What’s For 
Lunch?
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  This 
crab 
usually 
has to find 
living matter 
in the sand to
eat lunch...   ...b

ut today he is sneaking

       
    one of the gulls’

       
       

       
favorite

       
       

       
    fo

ods!

Connect the dots to see what the crab is munching on!

Who Am I?
  I am a crustacean. Most in my 
family are brown with a few 
patches of orange. I am  
a rare find due 
to a mutation 
that only 
happens in 
one out 
of a 
million 
times. 
I can be  
found 
in the 
Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Follow the color key to see!
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K = Black
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FREE Digital 

Comic Book
   
     Visit readingclubfun.com for a FREE “Let’s Camp” puzzle set and a FREE copy (for 
the first 100 readers) of the “Chip n’ Fish” comic book by award-winning artist Matt Ryan           
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

Annimills LLC © 2020 V16-28

We’re headed to the beach for a... ...fun day in the sun, sand and surf!

Phone: 806-250-2211 • Fax: 806-250-5127 
Email: frionastar@wtrt.net

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, SheriffWarranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 

Clerk’s Office from July 2, 2020 to July 9, 2020

Susie Spring, County Clerk

Friona Flashbacks

(7/2/20) Altagracia Ortiz — Celia Quintana — All of my undi-
vided interest in the following property All of L 5 and 6 of B 13 of 
the Original Town of Bovina in Parmer County 

(7/2/20) David Woods — Adriana Woods — All of L 10, 11 and 
E 40 ft. of L 13, 14, 15, and 16 of B 63 Original Town of Friona in 
Parmer County 

(7/2/20) Melissa Fae Randolph, Priscilla Anne Chrysler, Mar-
tha Mae Shelton — Mark Menke, Denise Menke — E 5’ of L 35 
All of L 36 and 37 in B 2 of Western Addition to the City of Friona 
in Parmer County Vol 135 Pg 489 in Parmer County 

(7/7/20) Leonardo Gonzales Jr., Isabel Ovalle Gonzales — 
Carlos Perea, Rosalinda Perea — All of that 1.59 Ac tract of land 
out of Southeast 1/4 of Sec 16 Doud and Keefer Subdiv in Par-
mer County Vol 6 Pg 287

WIN TOURNEY….The Friona Major League all-
stars won the district tournament earlier this 
week in Borger, scoring two impressive wins. the 
team continues in the playoffs Friday, vying for 
the sectional title. Team members are front row, 
left to right, Michael Granado, Eloy Caballero, 
Rudy Bermea, Charlie Veazey, Ross Roden, Cody 
Scott, Mitchell Reeve, and Paul Melton. back: 
Larry Johnston (coach), Reese Fleming, Charlie 
Morgan, Rene Bermea, Scott Straw, Matt Loftis, 
Jeff Lundy, and Larry Fallwell, coach.

(Friona Star, July 30, 1978)

(7/7/20) John Kirk Jesko, 47, of Muleshoe was arrested by the Par-
mer County Sheriff’s Office on a MTR (unlawful possession of fire-
arm by felon) — pending District Court. 

(7/8/20) Jose Rodriguez, 17, of Farwell was arrested by the Farwell 
Police Department on a charge of Possession Marijuana < 2 oz. — 
Fine, Court Cost, and 12 months Deferred Adjudication. 

(7/8/20) Logan Smith, 19, of Farwell was arrested by the Farwell 
Police Department on a charge of Possession Marijuana < 2 oz. — 
Fine, Court Cost, and 12 months Deferred Adjudication.

 (7/8/20) Isaiah Martinez, 21, of Dimmitt was arrested by the Par-
mer County Sheriff’s Office on a MTR (possession marijuana < 2 oz.) 
— Probation Revoked pay out fines and cost in jail serve 120 days. 

(7/8/20) Kirstyn Langiven, 23, of Clovis, New Mexico was arrest-
ed by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of Forgery — 
pending District Court. 

(7/8/20) Danica Hogue, 43, of Clovis, New Mexico was arrested by 
the Parmer County sheriff’s Office on a charge of Assault — County 
Court. 

(7/9/20) Uriel Morales, 27, of Friona was arrested by the Parmer 
County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of Possession CS Pg 1 > 1 g. < 4 
g. — pending District Court. 

Raul Hernandez Salas, 26, of Friona was arrested by the Friona 
Police Department on a charge of Possession Marijuana < 2 oz. in 
Drug Free Zone — pending County Court. 

(7/9/20) Adrian Retana, 23, of Hereford was arrested by the Frio-
na Police Department on a charge of Possession Marijuana < 2 oz. in 
Drug Free Zone — pending County Court. 

(7/10/20) Jose Perez-Villa, 61, of Friona was arrested by the Parm-
er County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of Assault — pending County 
Court. 

(7/11/20) Lazaro Jiatz Mux, 44, of Friona was arrested by the De-
partment of Public Safety on a charge of DWI — pending County 
Court.

Continued from Page 1
Approval was given to Bovina ISD for $87,935.08 from 

their portion of the Permanent School fund to pay expens-
es for their current construction project. Also, Friona ISD 
was given $18,646.51 from their portion of the fund to pay 
for a new bus barn. 

Sheriff Randy Geries reported that he was currently 
housing 24 inmates in the Parmer County Law Enforce-
ment Center. Three of the inmates are eligible to be trans-
ferred to the Texas Department of Corrections. However, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Sheriff Geries says that 
seems unlikely to happen. 

Parmer County Judge Trey Ellis said that as of Monday, 
July 13th there were 242 reported cases of COVID-19 in the 
county. There have been 170 recoveries reported. Judge 
Ellis said that the recoveries are probably under-reported 
since many people are unwilling to report information to 
officials.  Eight deaths have been attributed to the pan-
demic. Judge Ellis would like to encourage everyone to 
continue to wash their hands often, wear a mask, and stay 
6’ away. Stay safe!!! 

All meetings are open to the public. The Commissioners 
Court reserves the right to go into Executive session at any 
time. Go to parmercounty.org to find meeting agendas. 
Information in this article is only a summary. Any ques-
tions concerning specific actions should be directed to the 
court.

Commissioners 
approve school funds

Sports and Cheerleading camps have been cancelled. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and ongoing school construction, the Frio-
na ISD has decided to cancel all sports camps and cheerleading 
camps this summer. 

«««
Congratulations to Tiffany Sandoval and Mirelly Armendariz for 

winning gold at FCCLA’s 2020 Virtual National Leadership Confer-
ence last week!!! See photo on front page. 

«««
It is amazing to see how technology has changed the voting pro-

cess. In the old days just after the flood (Friona only got .02 inches), 
you went to the polling location, grabbed a pencil, filled in an oval, 
and left. Now you have touch screens, card readers, printable bal-
lots, and a reusable stylus. What? Anyway, I did not recognize any 
of the names on my screen. I guess my polling location only had 
cable instead of dish. I kept looking for Ronny, or Josh, or NOTA!  

«««
A correction to last week’s sunset photo taken by Noah Rigler. 

Noah lives in Abernathy, not Plainview, and will be in 8th grade 
this year.  

«««
A hat trick is the achievement of a generally positive feat three 

times in a game, or another achievement based on the number 
three. The term “hat trick” originated among cricket players in 
19th-century England, according to the Oxford English Dictionary 
and other sources. A bowler was said to score a “hat trick” for tak-
ing “three wickets by three successive balls,” the OED says. In mod-
ern sports it refers to scoring three runs, goals, touchdowns, etc. in 
a single game. Friona has now completed a hat trick. Combine the 
Covid-19 pandemic with a Level 3 extreme drought and triple-digit 
heatwave and you have yourself a hat trick.   

«««
The “50 for 50” drawing will be held this year on Saturday, Sep-

tember 19th at the Friona Volunteer Fire Department. The drawing 
will take place at 1:00 p.m. and is open to the public. Entries need 
not be present to win, but you must be at least 21 years old to par-
ticipate. Only the ticket purchaser can claim the winning gun, and 
the claim period is up to 6 weeks after the drawing. There will be a 
maximum of 1,000 tickets sold. Each ticket will be re-entered into 
the drawing after each selection. All State and Federal regulations 
and laws will apply. Winners are responsible for all sales taxes and 
transfer fees. If the gun listed becomes unavailable, one of equal 
value will be supplied. Winners will be contacted by email and/
or phone by the information on the ticket. If contact information 
changes, it is the responsibility of the ticket holder to notify the 
Department. For more information you may contact Jim Taylor at 
(806) 265-7264, Randy McCasland at (580) 6491437 or John Taylor 
at (806) 265-7739. Tickets can be purchased from any member of 
the Friona Volunteer Fire Department.

«««

National Days 
July 16 — Get to Know Your Customers Day

July 17 — World Emoji Day
July 18 — Sour Candy Day
July 19 — Ice Cream Day

July 20 — Moon Day
July 21 — Junk Food Day
July 22 — Hot Dog Day



July 16
James Bland
John Bonner
Ab Hendley
Penny Mars

July 17
Dallas Bass

Lauren Buske
Mark Neill

Ashley Manning
Ophelia Florez

Kevin Steen
Maria Galvan

Ashley Manning

July 18
Brent Loflin
David Avila

Josh Jameson
Joy Bauer

July 19
Joe Kyle Reeve

Karen King
Dana Jameson

Tony Beauchamp
Amy Veggeberg
Cody Epperson
Peggy Goettsch
Karina Trevino

Kim Kimbrough

July 20
Dee Clark

Chance Lewellen
Alma Quintana

July 21
Lexie Monreal
Jamie Lewellen

Miranda (Frye) Wilson
Gaines Butman
Lisa McLellan
Brent Gatlin

Austin Schlenker
Gayle Murdock

July 22
Johnnie Wiseman
Amber Hansard

Jayton Rainey
Kirk Maberry
Shelby Silva
Doris Brazil
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Happy Birthday Friona Folks!

The bank designed with YOU in mind.

OUR MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
www.fnbhereford.com or https://fnbhereford.zipforhome.com.

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking  

Applying for A mortgAge is
As simple As going on-line!

NMLS #631662 TeleBank (806) 364-8300

The mortgage loans we provide are for Home Purchase, Home Refinance, 
Home Construction, Home Equity, or Home Improvement.JOSH WOOD

three locAtions
to serve you

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking
• Savings/ Real Saver

• Certificate of Deposits
• Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• ATM Cards/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

Gas prices rise slightly
By GasBuddy

Texas gas prices have risen 1.1 cents per gallon in the past 
week, averaging $1.89 per gallon, according to GasBuddy’s 
daily survey of 13,114 stations. Gas prices in Texas are 8.0 
cents per gallon higher than a month ago but 60.3 cents per 
gallon lower than a year ago. 

According to GasBuddy price reports, the cheapest station 
in Texas is priced at $0.99 while the most expensive is $2.52 
per gallon. The national average price of gasoline has risen 
1.1 cents per gallon in the last week, averaging $2.19 per gal-
lon. The national average is up 8.8 cents per gallon from a 
month ago but is still 60.8 cents per gallon lower than a year 
ago. 

“According to GasBuddy data, gasoline demand contin-
ues to struggle as of late, hitting some mid-summer blues 
as coronavirus cases continue to see upward movement in 
more states, but it hasn’t been a sharp enough drop to push 
gas prices lower last week,” said Patrick De Haan, head of pe-
troleum analysis for GasBuddy. “While prices for this time of 
year remain the lowest in over 15 years, it’s still easy to spend 
more than you need to on gas by letting your guard down, 
especially now with several states raising gasoline taxes in 
the midst of summer. For now, I continue to expect gas prices 
to move sideways- that is- the lack of a clear national trend 
for now, some will rise, some will fall, as we remain in a CO-
VID-19 holding pattern.” 

GasBuddy is the authoritative voice for gas prices and 
the only source for station-level data spanning nearly two 
decades. GasBuddy’s survey updates 288 times every day 
from the most diverse list of sources covering nearly 150,000 
stations nationwide, the most comprehensive and up-to-
date in the country. GasBuddy data is accessible at http://
FuelInsights.GasBuddy.com.

Comptroller Glenn Hegar Distributes $744.2 Million 
in Monthly Sales Tax Revenue to Local Governments

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar announced that he 
will send cities, counties, 
transit systems and spe-
cial purpose taxing dis-
tricts $744.2 million in lo-
cal sales tax allocations for 
July, 2.6 percent less than 
in July 2019. These alloca-
tions are based on sales 

made in May by business-
es that report tax monthly. 

The City of Friona will 
receive $46,400.53 for 
July. This payment is 58.18 
percent higher than the 
$29,332.18 the city re-
ceived last July. The 2020 
year-to-date allocation to-
tal of $294,938.03 is 28.62 

The family of R. H. ”Bob” Naylor would like to 
say thank you for your prayers and support dur-
ing his brief illness and eventual celebration 
of going Home. Friona welcomed him to this 
community and encouraged him to put down 
roots here about 19 years ago. You embraced 
him with open arms. He loved sharing his life, 
faith, and activities with the people here. 

To those of you who shared experiences 
with him, invited him to go with you to differ-
ent places, and helped him go back and forth 
to Amarillo for doctor’s appointments, we are 
truly grateful. We also thank the Parmer Medi-
cal Center doctors and nurses, Prairie Acres 
staff, and Bluebonnet Hospice for being there 
to minister to him in his time of need. Friona 
is a great little town with caring, loving people. 

The Naylor Cousins (including Dub & Virgin-
ia Cleveland) want to express our appreciation 
for your love and support to us as well.   

Thank you.

Abigayle Spoon, daughter 
of Teresa O’Brian Spoon and 
granddaughter of Dwight and 
Gayle O’Brian has been at-
tending Lamar University in 
Beaumont since August 2019.  

She made the Dean’s List 
for the fall semester 2019, 
and after changing her ma-
jor to Criminal Justice with a 
minor in Psychology for the 
spring semester 2020, she has 

Abigayle Spoon

been awarded the honor of 
making the President’s List.

 Abigayle graduated from 
Lubbock Roosevelt High 
School in May 2019 with over 
24 college hours to her credit. 

percent higher than the 
$229,204.13 the city re-

ceived last year during the 
same time frame.
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250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

251-1324
800 Hwy. 86    Bovina, Texas

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Friona Heritage Estates
Assisted Living
806-250-5599

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7
frionastar@wtrt.net

Send your church news to the

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

Obedience is Better than Understanding

By Teena Hughs
Ask God For Help

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that PARMER COUNTY SSA intends to de-
stroy records of students who received special education services 
ending during the 2012-2013 school year.  These records include only 
those located in the Parmer County SSA office located at 618 Main 
St., Friona, Texas.  Records herein described include students receiv-
ing special education services in the following school districts:  Bo-
vina ISD, Farwell ISD, Friona ISD and Lazbuddie ISD.  Legal parent/
guardian or adult student with disabilities may request copies of these 
records by contacting Carrie Arias, Director of Special Education, at 
the PARMER COUNTY SSA office at 618 Main Street, Friona, Texas 
79035, phone number (806) 250-3315 by July 27, 2020.  PLEASE RE-
MEMBER THAT THESE RECORDS MAY BE NEEDED FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY PURPOSES.

AVISO

Se está avisando que EL CONDADO DE PARMER SSA tiene in-
tención de destruir documentos de estudiantes que recibieron servi-
cios de Educación Especial antes y durante el Aňo 20012-2013.  Los 
únicos documentos que van a ser destruidos son los que están en la 
oficina de PARMER COUNTY SSA localizada en 618 Main Street, en 
Friona, Texas.  Documentos en esta oficina son de estudiantes que 
recibieron servicio de los siguientes distritos:  Bovina ISD, Farwell 
ISD, Friona ISD and Lazbuddie ISD.  Padres/guardianes legales  o 
estudiantes adultos con incapacidades fisicas/mentales pueden pedir 
copias de sus documentos.  Pueden llamar o escribir a Carrie Arias 
Directora de Educación Especial, en la oficina de PARMER COUNTY 
SSA, 618 Main Street, Friona Texas 79035, Número de teléfono es 
(806) 250-3315,  antes del 27 de Julio del 2020.  POR FAVOR RECU-
ERDEN QUE ESTOS DOCUMENTOS PUEDEN SER NECESARIOS 
PARA EL SEGURO SOCIAL.

Tomorrow, I will finish 
reading the book of Isaiah in 
my journey through the Bible 
in a year. Three verses caught 
my eye:  22:11, “Between the 
city walls, you build a reser-
voir for water from the old 
pool. But all your feverish 
plans are to no avail because 
you never ask God for help.”; 
43:22, God said, “my dear 
people, you refuse to ask 
for my help.”; and, 30:19, “O 
people of Zion, who live in 
Jerusalem, you will weep no 
more. He will be gracious if 
you ask for help. He will re-
spond instantly to the sound 
of your cries.”

All of these verses center 
around asking God for help. 
And, they led me to look at my 
prayer life: do I tell God what 
I want to happen, expecting 
Him to do everything, just so 
I can say I prayed about it; 
or, do I ask Him for His help 
and allow Him to use me to 
fix a problem, help someone, 
help myself, etc.?

Telling God you need His 
help is admitting that our 
independent natures cannot 

handle everything alone. It 
is admitting that we are not 
the superhuman beings we 
sometimes think we are. It 
is admitting that there is a 
Higher Being who knows 
more than we do; who is 
more than capable of figur-
ing things out; who knows 
the answers and what is best 
for our situation.   

I think God is sitting in 
Heaven longing for us to ask 
Him for His help.  I believe 
He longs to help us in any sit-
uation, large or small.  I know 
God wants us to depend on 
Him for everything.

Today, our country NEEDS 
God’s help.  We need people 
to make God the number 
one priority of their lives. We 
need leaders to stand up for, 
and act on, what is right in 
God’s eyes.  We need people 
to surrender their pride to 
Jesus, and ask Him for help, 
and then listen and work 
with God and the help He 
gives us.    

I hear people say that we 
need to take our country 
back, but do we ask God to 

help us/show us how to do 
that?

I hear people say we need 
to stand up for what is right, 
but do we ask God to help us 
know what to say or do?

I have been praying the 
wrong way; I should be ASK-
ING GOD FOR HELP:  help 
me turn the country back to 
Him; help me speak up when 
I am tempted to be a mem-
ber of the silent majority; 
help me be the example of 
Jesus others want to follow; 
help me lead people to Jesus 
and His Word; help me be 
His faithful, loyal, and loving 
servant.  

Since last week, I have 
been telling God I need His 
help before I pray for some-
thing. Sometimes I know 
of someone going through 
a tough time, and before I 
pray for them, I tell Him they 
need His help.  I believe Isa-
iah 30:19, that God is gra-
cious, and He is responding 
instantly to the sound of my 
cries for help. God is an AWE-
SOME God; He is just waiting 
for you to ask for help!  

The grandest cathedral, the 
most beautiful duet, the finest 
sermon, or anything else that 
would seem religious and in-
spirational is all for nothing 
if it is not coupled with lov-
ing, faith-filled obedience to 
the Lord Jesus.  Luke 5:1-11 
captures this truth as Jesus 
set out on a day filled with 
ministry to the people who 
gathered around him on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee.  
As the people pressed around 
him to hear the word of God, 
Jesus retreated to a boat that 
became his pulpit while he 
preached to the people who 
remained ashore.   

After his clear teaching, 
Jesus commanded the ex-
hausted fishermen to go out 

and throw their nets into the 
deep water.  Jesus, a carpen-
ter by trade, was directing ex-
perienced fishermen how to 
fish.  Simon Peter’s response 
in verse 5 was “Master, we 
toiled all night and took noth-
ing!  But at your word I will let 
down the nets.”  Simon’s re-
sponse did not overlook the 
obvious uncertainty at Jesus 
command, especially since 
the fishing had yielded noth-
ing all night, but Simon did 
not turn from the Lord’s com-
mand.  Instead, he expressed 
faith and obedience, by sim-
ply doing what Jesus told him 
to do.  Trust and obedience in 
the Lord is expressed in obey-
ing his word.  If a person says 
they love and follow Jesus, 

but rarely obeys his word, 
that person is deceived.  The 
obedience of these fisher-
men was better than all their 
eloquent excuses or reasons 
why they should not have let 
down their nets.  

Your obedience is essential 
if you will see God’s bless-
ings and power in your life.  
These fishermen found out 
that faith-filled obedience is 
better than understanding, 
as their nets and boats were 
filled to overflowing.  The 
Lord also wants to fill your 
life with his abundance, as 
Jesus said in John 10:10, but 
this will only happen through 
a saving faith in Christ alone 
that is lived out in faith-filled, 
loving obedience.

As the dog days of summer 
continue and temperatures 
across the state top triple dig-
its, the Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) wants to 
remind all Texans to take ex-
tra safety precautions, as the 
heat can pose an increased 
danger for at-risk populations 
— including children and the 
elderly — particularly in ve-
hicles.

 “We know extreme tem-
peratures place children at 
a greater risk for injury, and 
even death, when they are left 
unattended in a vehicle, and 
that’s why we want to remind 
Texans to take every precau-
tion possible and do their part 
to help ensure no children are 
left unattended in vehicles 
this summer,” said DPS Direc-
tor Steven McCraw. “Extreme 
heat brings many dangers, 
and those dangers should not 

be taken lightly. Heat-related 
injuries and deaths are often 
preventable, and we must all 
be vigilant in taking the neces-
sary steps to protect ourselves 
and others.”  

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA), ve-
hicular heatstroke is one of 
the leading causes of fatalities 
— that is not crash-related — 
among children. In 2019, 52 
children died in the U.S. due 
to heatstroke from being left 
in vehicles. 

Temperatures inside of a ve-
hicle can rise by more than 20 
degrees in 10 minutes. If it is a 
comfortable 60 degrees out-
side, it can be a sweltering 110 
degrees inside a vehicle. Leav-
ing windows partially rolled 
down doesn’t help. Addition-
ally, the younger the child, the 
more severe the effects of heat 

on their body because of their 
inability to regulate internal 
temperature. 

DPS offers the following 
tips to prevent vehicular heat-
stroke: 

1. Never leave a child unat-
tended in a vehicle, and al-
ways check the back seats or 
cargo areas of a vehicle before 
walking away.

2. Establish reminders that 
help ensure you remove chil-
dren from the vehicle. This 
can include leaving your bag, 
lunch or cell phone in the 
back seat with the child’s car 
seat.

3. If you see a child alone 
in a car, call 9-1-1, and emer-
gency personnel will provide 
guidance.

4. Teach children not to play 
in vehicles, and make sure to 
place keys out-of-reach when 
not in use.

DPS Reminds Texans to Take 
Extra Safety Precautions
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State Capital Highlights
By Ed Sterling

Check Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

Census News

National Response Rate.................................................. 62.1%
Texas Self-Response Rate................................................ 56.9%
Parmer County Self-Response Rate............................... 42.4%
          Friona Self-Response Rate...................................... 52.9%
          Bovina Self-Response Rate..................................... 35.6%
          Farwell Self-Response Rate.................................... 24.3%

2020 Census Self-Response Rate Information – July 13, 2020

When I’m at the beach
   I like to eat a cold, juicy __________.
I like to hear the roar
  of waves slapping against the __________.
I like to watch
   the children __________ while picking up shells.
I like the strong, salty smell
   of water, land and freshly caught __________.
I like to stand in the rushing water to feel
   it pulling the sand out from under my “__________”!

shore

peach

heel

mackerel

hopscotch

          I  am  a

__ __ __ __ __ __ __s  e  a  g  u   l   l

At The 
 Beach!
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Who Am I?
     I’m a blue lobster.
A rare find due
to a mutation that
only happens 
one out of a 
million times!

TxDot Seal Coat Season To Begin Next Week
More than 320 miles of state roadways are 

scheduled for preventative maintenance work 
during the months of July and August. The 
roads are part of the Lubbock District’s 2020 
sealcoat program.

 “Seal coating provides a variety of benefits 
to the roadway,” said Mike Wittie P.E., TxDOT 
Lubbock Area engineer, “including a water-
proof surface that prevents moisture from en-
tering and weakening the roadbed. Seal coat-
ing also reduces deterioration and cracking 
of the asphalt surface, which prolongs the life 
of the pavement.” Other roadway benefits in-

clude an improved non-skid surface in wet or 
icy conditions and an anti-glare and increased 
reflective surface for night and wet weather 
driving, Wittie noted. 

Contractors Lipham Asphalt & Paving Co., 
LLC, of Aspermont, Texas, and Cox Paving of 
Texas, LLC., of Blanco, Texas, are scheduled to 
begin sealcoat operations on the $12.44 mil-
lion project on Monday, July 13, to various lo-
cations on roadways in Floyd County (FM 54, 
FM 378, FM 97), before moving onto roads in 
Crosby County. Other roadways included in 
the 2020 seal coat program are:

 • Bailey—FM 1731 and FM 746
• Castro—FM 1055, FM 2392 and FM 168
• Cochran—SH 114
• Crosby—FM 193, FM 378 and SH 20
• Dawson—FM 2053, FM 179 and US 180
• Garza—US 84 and US 380
• Hale—FM 1071 and FM 179 
• Hockley—SH 114, FM 1585 and FM 41
• Lamb —US 385, FM 303 and FM 168
• Lubbock —US 62, FM 1730, FM 2255 and FM 1585
• Lynn—US 84 and US 380
• Parmer—FM 1731 and FM 1172
   FM 1731 runs north from Lariat, through Bovina, and intersects FM 2013 west of Friona
   FM 1172 runs north from Lazbuddie to Black
• Swisher—FM 1424 and FM 146
• Terry—US 62 and US 380 

The sealcoat operations are expected to 
continue through the end of August. Mo-
torists can expect lane closures and a pi-
lot car to guide traffic through the work 
zone, and are asked to drive with caution 

through the work zone, be on the look-
out for workers and avoid distractions 
for their own safety and the safety of the 
workers. Work will take place weather 
permitting.

Governor: Hospitals must expand capac-
ity as COVID-19 cases escalate

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott has again 
suspended elective surgeries in hospitals 
in 104 counties located within 11 of the 
state’s 22 trauma service areas.

Each of the trauma service areas has a re-
gional advisory council and a trauma sys-
tem plan to respond to health crises such 
as the COVID-19 pandemic.

Under the proclamation, Abbott direct-
ed all hospitals in designated counties to 
postpone surgeries and procedures that 
are not immediately, medically necessary 
to correct a serious medical condition or 
to preserve the life of a patient, as deter-
mined by the patient’s physician.

GA-27, a similar proclamation issued by 
Abbott on June 25, remains in effect and 
applies to the counties of Bexar, Cameron, 
Dallas, Harris, Hidalgo, Nueces, Travis and 
Webb.

“We are freeing up more resources to ad-
dress upticks in COVID-19 related cases,” 
Abbott said in a news release explaining 
the July 9 proclamation. “The State of Tex-
as will continue to do everything we can to 
mitigate the spread of this virus and sup-
port our hospitals and health care profes-
sionals as they care for their fellow Texans. 
We must all come together and continue to 
practice social distancing, wear a face cov-
ering in public, and stay home when pos-
sible,” added Abbott.

On July 10, Abbott extended his March 
13 COVID-19 disaster proclamation for all 
counties in Texas. Cumulative figures post-
ed July 12 by the Texas Department of State 
Health Services showed some 258,658 peo-
ple in Texas diagnosed with COVID-19 and 
3,192 confirmed deaths resulting from the 
disease.

City cancels GOP event
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner on July 

8 announced that he had instructed the 
city’s event licensor to exercise its contrac-
tual rights to cancel the Texas Republican 
Party’s in-person state convention.

Turner made the decision to proceed 
with the cancellation after Dr. David Persse 
of the Houston Health Department said the 
city “is confronting an unparalleled and 
frightening escalation in the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus” and called the planned 
convention “a clear and present danger.”

The convention, expected to attract 6,000 

delegates, was scheduled to start on July 16 
at the George R. Brown Convention Center.

The Republican Party of Texas sued 
Houston First Corporation, the City of 
Houston and Mayor Turner to allow the 
convention but Harris County District 
Court Judge Larry Weiman sided with the 
defendants. The Republican Party of Texas 
said it would file its appeal with the Texas 
Supreme Court.
State Fair is canceled

The Texas State Fair board of directors on 
July 7 voted to cancel the 2020 State Fair of 
Texas.

Only in rare circumstances has the fair 
been canceled. The last cancellations oc-
curred in war years: 1942 to 1945.

“While we cannot predict what the CO-
VID-19 pandemic will look like in Septem-
ber, the recent surge in positive cases is 
troubling for all of North Texas. The safest 
and most responsible decision we could 
make for all involved at this point in our 
134-year history is to take a hiatus for the 
2020 season,” said State Fair of Texas Board 
Chair Gina Norris.

Hospitals get Remdesivir
Gov. Abbott on July 4 announced that the 

Texas Department of State Health Services 
is distributing 448 cases of the antiviral 
drug Remdesivir to 157 hospitals across 
Texas.

The drug is being distributed to the states 
from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. This is the sixth round of 
distribution from the federal government. 
The supply is part of a donation from Can-
ada-headquartered drug maker Gilead.

Abbott said Remdesivir “has shown 
promise in early trials in speeding up the 
recovery time among hospitalized COV-
ID-19 patients.”

Hegar distributed revenue
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar on July 8 

announced he would send cities, counties, 
transit systems and special purpose taxing 
districts $744.2 million in local sales tax 
allocations for July, an amount 2.6% less 
than the amount distributed in July 2019.

Allocations are based on sales made in 
May by businesses that report tax monthly.

Widespread social distancing require-
ments were relaxed across much of the 
state in May, thus year-over-year declines 
were not as steep as they were last month, 
Hegar said.

I suffer from a grandparenting hangover 
this week after thirteen wonderful days 
spent with my two granddaughters.  My 
back hurts as does my heart ; Epsom salt 
will take care of the first ache but not so 
sure the other will mend as easily.  I miss 
‘em already.

I will miss my morning wake-up from 
22-month-old Ellie who opened doors and 
pounced in with full confidence that her 
pacifier grin would get me out of bed.  She 
was correct.

I will miss Lillie’s non-end-
ing “Pearl, do you want to play?”                                                                                
We played grocery store, hair styling, soc-
cer, Yahtzee, Barbies, Candy Land, school, 
and target practice with plastic balls sev-
eral times a day.

I will miss Ellie opening cabinet doors 
to scavenge for more food after she had al-
ready eaten twice. I will miss her sailor’s 
vocabulary, one that was not spoken ver-
bally but showed on her face when told no.

I will miss the Disney Channel where 
Lillie introduced me to the Descendants, 
a clever movie series in which the chil-
dren of all the Disney villains were trying 
to make better choices than their evil par-
ents.  (Carlos de Vil, son of Cruella, was a 
kind, devoted dog owner).  

I will miss Ellie’s own wicked little laugh 
(she watched the Descendants, too, which 
might explain a great deal now that I think 
about it) when she knocked down the 
block towers that Lillie and I worked to 
construct. Ellie just walked by each time 
and did the nonchalant swat of her hand 

and laughed, laughed, laughed. Her eyes 
may or may not have turned jade green 
while doing so. 

I will miss Lillie’s living room Zumba 
instruction. Shakira’s music video “Waka, 
Waka” reinforced that the hips don’t 
lie—mine were killing me after each ses-
sion.  The theme song from Zootopia and 
the Trolls movie also topped our morning 
workouts.  Ellie joined in when she $%*& 
well felt like it (again, with the look).

Oh, my goodness, I will miss our morn-
ing walks.  The three of us set out each day 
around 8:30 a.m.  Lillie walked the entire 
distance (usually a good mile) while Ellie 
rode in the comfort of her stroller, a Cadil-
lac version compared to what her mother 
had. We picked up rocks, an obsession of 
both girls. We spotted white-winged doves 
and tarantulas, the latter fascinating them 
both more than my comfort level ever did.  
The ducks were fed, and the swings were 
swung, and each walk gave us time to work 
on conversational skills. 

From the kitchen, I will miss my lit-
tle helpers getting on the stool to assist 
with supper. Maybe the next baking show 
should showcase and reward the patience 
of an adult and child teamworking the 
recipes.  (The key is to always have extra 
eggs).

Both girls easily fueled my heart with the 
affection that should last for a while. In 
the meantime, we are all ready for “these 
germs” (as Lillie calls the pandemic) to go 
away. 

I will not miss COVID.

Texas A&M System Inks Deal for Free COVID-19 
Testing for All Students, Faculty and Staff

COLLEGE STATION, Tex-
as — Students, faculty and 
staff at all 11 Texas A&M 
System universities across 
the state will soon have 
quick and easy access to 
free testing for COVID-19. 

“Ensuring the health 
and safety of our students 
is our top priority,” said 
John Sharp, chancellor of 
the Texas A&M University 
System. “Facilitating in-
creased accessibility and 
availability of COVID-19 
testing will help us miti-
gate the spread and help to 
protect each other by tak-
ing preventative and pro-
active measures.” 

Approximately 15,000 
test kits will be sent to 
system campuses each 
month. Each campus will 
set up a central location 
for the testing, which will 
consist of a simple, pain-
less mouth swab. Testing 
could start as early as late 
this week. 

The testing is possible 
thanks to an agreement 
Chancellor Sharp negoti-
ated with Curative Inc., a 
national testing company 
based in California. Cu-
rative has committed to 
turning around lab results 
within 30 hours from when 
the sample arrives at their 
lab. 

To date, Curative has re-
leased more than 1.2 mil-
lion test results and is pro-

cessing 55 to 60 thousand 
test kits per day with plenty 
of capacity. 

Students, faculty and 
staff are encouraged to 
get tested if they experi-
ence COVID-19 symptoms, 
or suspect that they have 
been exposed to someone 
with COVID-19. Close con-
tact is defined by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention as being 
within 6 feet of someone 
with COVID-19 for more 
than 15 minutes at any 
time, beginning 48 hours 
before the individual had 
symptoms, regardless of 
wearing a face mask. 

While the tests are free, 
those who have insurance 
are encouraged to use their 
primary care physician to 
access the test so that their 
test can be paid for by in-
surance. The on-campus 
tests will not be available 
to the general public. 

Each campus will estab-
lish an on-line test regis-
tration, and anyone wish-
ing to be tested must first 
sign up there. Trained 
personnel will monitor 
the self-administered oral 
swabbing required.

 
About Curative

Curative Inc. was found-
ed to develop tests for sep-
sis in January 2020 and piv-
oted to COVID-19 in early 
March 2020 upon realizing 

the urgent need for test 
development and produc-
tion in the United States. 
Founded by Fred Turner 
and comprised of a team 
of doctors, scientists, engi-
neers, and health industry 
experts, the Curative test is 
a simple-to-use oral fluid 
COVID-19 test that can be 
rapidly scaled to enable 
widespread access to test-
ing to keep our communi-
ties. For more details on 
Curative, please visit www.
curativeinc.com. 

 
About The Texas A&M 
University System

The Texas A&M Universi-
ty System is one of the larg-
est systems of higher edu-
cation in the nation with a 
budget of $6.3 billion. The 
System is a statewide net-
work of 11 universities; a 
comprehensive health sci-
ence center; eight state 
agencies, including the 
Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management; and 
the RELLIS Campus. The 
Texas A&M System edu-
cates more than 151,000 
students and makes more 
than 22 million addition-
al educational contacts 
through service and out-
reach programs each year. 
System-wide, research and 
development expenditures 
exceeded $1 billion in FY 
2019 and helped drive the 
state’s economy.



Let us sell your property!

Friona
4/5/3 Brick w/cent. h&a, basement, fp, close to high school, 
$25,000 cash allowance at closing..........................$291,775

NEW: 3/2/2 Brick/Siding w/cent. h&a, basement, fp, 
sprinkler f&b, close to HS, fenced backyard..........$169,900

3/2/2 Brick w/cent h&a, fireplace, granite countertops, 
extra lot....................................................................$131,000

NEW: 3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, fireplace, all electric, new 
storage building, new patio cover, sprinkler f&b.Cont Pend

NEW: 3/3/2 Brick w/ central heat & air, 2 living areas, 
fireplace, storage building, fenced backyard.......Cont Pend
 
NEW: 3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, entryway, 2 living areas, 
open floor plan, fenced backyard, close to HS....Cont Pend

3/1/1 Stone w/ central heat & air, carport, cellar, corner lot, 
close to schools, metal roof..................................Cont Pend

NEW: 2/2 Siding, 2 story, metal roof, close to hospital, 
carport...................................................................Cont Pend
                                  

Bovina
REDUCED: Commercial Building in Bovina:  Brick w/cent. 
h&a, (7) offices, extra lot........................................ Cont Pend

Sold
NEW: 4/3/2 Brick in Western Addition w/cent. h&a, 2 
living areas, screened patio, shop w/RV hook-up.........SOLD

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associates:
Karla Rector 806-382-7465
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

Advertise 
in the Star 

Classifieds

Call
806-250-2211

or email
frionastar@wtrt.net

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066

is on the Web!
www.frionaonline.com
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Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 
Friona Police 
Department

Building

Business

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

Don’t throw away 
your empty alumi-
num cans. Please 
place any cans you 
have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north 
side of the Friona Fire 
Department building 
on Main Street. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of 
the cans will go to the 
FHS Senior Class and 
help fund the gradua-
tion party.

You CAN do it!

806-250-2745

www.frionainn.com
frionainn@gmail.com

A 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, the relief of 
suffering among animals, and the 
extension of humane education.

Volunteer opportunity. You have 
skills? Parmer Paws needs you. 
Bring your talents, whatever they 
may be, and join us. 806-240-2211 
or ParmerPaws @yahoo.com     

Charity

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a substitute custodian that 
could possibly turn into full time.   Hours are based 
on need each day.  Interested applications may call 
Friona ISD 806-250-2747 or Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona de limpieza 
sustituto que posiblemente pueda convertirse en 
timpo completo. Las horas se basan en la necesidad 
de cada día.  Las personas interesadas pueden lla-
mar a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 
806-346-2091.

Friona Interbank is seeking individuals 
to fill a teller position. To apply online, 

please go to interbank.com. Thank You.

Malouf’s Fabrics
503 W. 11th, Friona TX

Seeking full-time employee. Must be computer 
literate. Pick up application at:

Holly Campbell
Broker

Sales Agent Previous Owner

Karla Rector
806-382-7465

The City of Friona will accept applications 
for the Public Works Department:

UTILITY MAINTENANCE WORKER I (1 position)
Full-Time, 40 hours a week
Salary: starting at $10/hr.

Candidates will perform construction, repair, and 
maintenance work on water/sewer lines; operate light 
equipment and perform extensive manual labor. Can-
didates may have other duties assigned to them by the 
Public Works Director. The applicant chosen for this 
position shall be required to submit to a pre-employ-
ment drug test at the cost to the individual.

Job descriptions and application forms may be 
picked up at the Friona City Hall, 623 Main Street, Fri-
ona. If you would like an application emailed to you, 
please email cityinfo@frionatx.us. Applications will be 
accepted until job is filled.

If you have a change of 
address for your Friona 

Star Subscription,
please mail it to us at:

Friona Star
P.O. Box 789

Friona, Texas 79035
or email us at

frionastar@wtrt.net
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OBITUARies
Governor Abbott Announces $123.6 Billion 

Economic Impact Of Military Bases In Texas
On June 22nd, Governor 

Greg Abbott announced the 
results of a study completed 
by the Texas Comptroller of 
Public Accounts at the re-
quest of the Texas Military 
Preparedness Commission 
(TMPC) analyzing the impact 
on the state’s economy of the 
various U.S. military installa-
tions within Texas. The Comp-
troller estimates these mili-
tary installations contributed 
at least $123.6 billion to the 
Texas economy in 2019 and 
supported more than 630,000 
jobs in communities across 
the state. 

“Texas is the proud home to 
15 military installations and 
the U.S. Army Futures Com-

mand,” said Governor Abbott. 
“Not only are these military 
installations critical for the 
defense of our nation, they 
support more than 630,000 
jobs in communities across 
this great state and are a key 
driver of the Texas economy. 
Now more than ever, these 
jobs add critical stability for 
communities focused on eco-
nomic recovery following the 
COVID-19 pandemic. That is 
why I will continue to work 
with the Texas Legislature and 
TMPC to ensure that military 
installations in Texas keep 
adding unmatched value for 
our nation.”

 “The military installations 
in Texas are a vital contribu-

tion to our strategic national 
defense and provide a sig-
nificant economic impact on 
the entire state economy,” 
said Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar. “In most cases these 
bases and the men and wom-
en who work there are the life-
blood of their communities 
– supporting local businesses, 
buying homes and creating 
the fabric of their neighbor-
hoods. But the economic 
impact can be felt by every 
Texan and supports jobs in a 
wide variety of industries and 
sectors of the state economy. 
I applaud the Governor’s ef-
forts to ensure continued 
support for these important 
installations.”

Estimated Contribution of U.S. Military 
Installations to the Texas Economy, 2019

Estimated Contribution of U.S. Military Installations in Texas, 2019

Total direct jobs	 226,555
Total employment (direct and indirect jobs)	 633,892
Economic output	 $123,653,980,000

Installation	 Direct/Indirect Jobs	 Economic Output
Army Futures Command, Austin	 2,34	 $359,285,000
Corpus Christi Army Depot, Corpus Christi	 10,887	 $1,776,685,000
Dyess Air Force Base, Abilene	 19,200	 $3,836,359,000
Ellington Field, Houston	 2,323	 $470,506,000
Fort Bliss, El Paso	 130,943	 $25,666,292,000
Fort Hood, Killeen	 152,701	 $29,859,518,000
Goodfellow Air Force Base, San Angelo	 21,410	 $4,538,086,000
Joint Base San Antonio, San Antonio
     Fort Sam Houston
     Lackland Air Force Base
     Randolph Air Force Base	 210,998	 $41,325,690,000
Laughlin Air Force Base, Del Rio	 10,201	 $2,032,980,000
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi	 15,261	 $2,795,340,000
Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base,
Fort Worth	 20,042	 $3,793,927,000
Naval Air Station Kingsville, Kingsville	 4,695	 $852,119,000
Red River Army Depot, Texarkana	 10,566	 $1,718,185,000
Sheppard Air Force Base, Wichita Falls	 22,323	 $4,629,008,000

The Comptroller’s study 
represents an analysis of 
the economic impact of the 
population and employees 
directly affiliated with the 
military installations in Tex-
as. This includes active duty, 
visiting and other military 
personnel, dependents, civil-

ian employees and contrac-
tors directly affiliated with 
the base. 

The TMPC within the Of-
fice of the Governor advises 
the Governor and the Legis-
lature on defense and mili-
tary issues, and on ways to 
strengthen the position of 

Texas military installations 
in preparation for any fu-
ture Base Realignment and 
Closure (BRAC). The com-
mission is composed of 13 
members serving six-year 
staggered terms, typically 
representing an installation 
in their community.

Bonnie Scaff. 72 of Bovina 
passed away on July 12, 2020 
at her home in Bovina. Cel-
ebration of Life Graveside 
Services will be held at 10:00 
A.M. Friday, July 17, 2020 at 
the Bovina Cemetery in Bo-
vina with Stan Miller, officiat-
ing. Cremation and arrange-
ments by HANSARD FAMILY 
Funeral Home of Friona.

Bonnie was born March 
8, 1948 in Paducah, Texas to 
D.W. and Virginia Mae Vin-
son Morris. She later married 
Tommy Scaff May 29, 1966 in 
Bovina.

Bonnie was a bookkeeper 
for several area businesses 

and loved to work. She had a 
strong faith in God and was 
a dedicated mom. She loved 
to cook, crochet and sew and 
tend to her gardens.

Bonnie is preceded in 
death by her parents, hus-
band, 1 sister-Charllotte Mid-
dleton, and 1 brother-Jerry 
Morris.

Those to carry on her legacy 
include two sons-Blake Scaff 
and wife Lena of Lubbock, 
Scott Scaff and wife Holly 
of New Home, 1 sister-Krita 
Potts and husband Jay of the 
Rhea Community, 1 brother 
Delbert Morris and wife Tish 
of Tulia, 6 grandchildren and 
3 great-grandchildren.

Bonnie Scaff

John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Spicy Fish Tacos with Mango Salsa and Guacamole
By Erin Barnett

From Find Us Faithful, the Friona United Methodist Church Cookbook

6 (6 oz.) flounder fillets or tilapia
1 lime
2 tablespoons chili powder
2 teaspoons salt
 2 teaspoons ground cumin
½ teaspoon ground red pepper

1 ½ cups yellow cornmeal
Vegetable oil
4 to 6 flour or corn tortillas
Mango Salsa
Guacamole

Place fish in shallow dish.  Squeeze juice of 1 lime over fillets.  Combine chili powder and next 3 
ingredients.  Sprinkle 1 ½ Tbsp.  seasoning mixture evenly over fish, coating both sides of fillets.  
Reserve remaining seasoning mixture.  Combine cornmeal and reserved seasoning mixture in a 
shallow dish.  Dredge fish fillets in cornmeal mixture, shaking off excess.  Pour oil to depth of 1 ½ 
inches in a Dutch oven; heat to 350oF.  Fry fillets, in batches, 2 to 3 minutes or until golden brown.  
Drain fillets on wire racks over paper towels. Or you can bake the fish fillets in a preheated 350oF 
oven on a parchment lined sheet pan for about 20 minutes or until the fish reaches 145oF internal 
temperature.  Break each fillet into chunks, using a fork.  Place fish in warmed tortillas, and serve 
with Mango salsa, guacamole, and desired toppings.  Garnish, if desired. 

Mango Salsa

1 mango, chopped
1 jalapeno, seeded and finely chopped
1 garlic clove, minced
1 T fresh lime juice

1 T finely chopped red onion
1 T chopped fresh cilantro
¼ tsp. salt

Stir together all ingredients.  Cover and chill until ready to serve.

Guacamole

2 ripe avocados
1 jalapeno, seeded and finely chopped 
1 garlic clove, minced
¼ cup sour cream

1 T. lime juice
½ tsp. finely chopped red onion
½ tsp. salt

Mix all ingredients together, smashing avocados as much as desired. 
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Water Weekly
For the week of 07/13/20

Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions as of July 7 
shows a mix of improving and worsening conditions.  
In the first week of July, areas south 
of San Angelo and east of Corsicana 
received significant rainfall. Areas south 
of Austin and San Antonio received 
almost no rainfall.

Drought conditions
 S 25% now
 S 28% a week ago
 S 19% three months ago
 S 1% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Data courtesy of NOAA

Brownsville 
rainfall
Brownsville was one 
of the few areas of 
the state that received 
above average rainfall 
in June when it 
received a total of 5.66 
inches for the month. 
That exceeded the city’s 
total rainfall during the 
previous 7 months. 
Unfortunately for 
Brownsville, July 2020 
has been dry so far.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Bryan McMath, Governmental Relations  |  bryan.mcmath@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-7850 
Sarah Haney, Media Relations  |  sarah.haney@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-5129

www.twdb.texas.gov Stay connected:

Four Months Into Disaster, Texas 
Has Doubled Its Hunger Problem

New research suggests 
food insecurity has doubled 
among Texas families on 
the four-month anniversary 
of Texas’ disaster declara-
tion for COVID-19. 

Feeding Texas, the state-
wide network of food banks, 
used Monday’s anniversary 
of the national and state-
wide disaster declaration 
to highlight an analysis of 
weekly Census survey data 
by Northwestern University 
showing a spike in food in-
security across the state. 

Researchers estimated 
that the prevalence of food 
insecurity in Texas may 
have reached 27% in May, 
nearly double the official 
rate found by USDA in 2018. 
Researchers predicted the 
sharpest increase among 
Black and Hispanic house-
holds, as well as families 
with children. 

“This data makes it clear 
that the new normal of 
COVID-19 includes a sig-
nificant increase in hun-
ger,” said Celia Cole, CEO 
of Feeding Texas. “Our law-
makers should recognize 
this requires a significant 
increase in the resources to 
fight hunger.” 

Related data found in the 
weekly survey shows that 
the level of food scarcity in 
the state has persisted at 
roughly the same level since 
tracking began nine weeks 
ago. 

Recently, state leaders 
have taken positive steps to 
maintain emergency fund-
ing for SNAP, FEMA funds 
for food banks and P-EBT, 
a new program to help 
families who missed school 
meals in April and May.  

However, Congress has 
failed to increase federal 
funding for SNAP as urged 
by food banks and advo-
cates citing the increased 
need.  

“A modest, fifteen per-
cent boost to SNAP while 
the pandemic continues 
would begin to counter 
this increase,” said Cole. “It 
would also be a strong fiscal 
stimulus for food retailers 
and farmers in our state. If 
we want to emerge stronger 
from this health crisis, we 
need to make sure everyone 
can afford to eat.”

 Feeding Texas leads a 
unified effort for a hunger-
free Texas. Go to www.feed-
ingtexas.org to learn more.

Friona ISD Construction Project Update

Friona Junior High Campus: New air conditioner units were hoisted to the roof of the band hall for installation. Window replacement is due to be finished at the end 
of July. Bathroom, corridor ceiling, waiting & entrance area remodels are scheduled to be completed by the middle of September.

New Primary School Campus: Crew members worked on concrete footings, 
grade beams, MEP rough-in, and slabs. Work is slightly behind schedule but the 
scheduled completion date for the new Primary School is not until July of 2021.

High School Campus: Workers replaced windows at the High School. The build-
ing will also get corridor ceiling, bathroom, and waiting & entrance area remod-
els. Work is scheduled to be completed by the middle of August. Work on the new 
band hall/storm shelter is also slightly behind schedule. Completion is set for the 
end of December of this year.

Elementary School Campus: The window replacement and remodels for the cor-
ridor ceiling, bathroom, and waiting & entrance areas for the Elementary build-
ing are scheduled to begin at the end of May 2021. 

Hit-or-miss pecan season expected
by Adam Russell

Texas pecan producers reported mixed 
crop expectations as they entered an im-
portant part of the growing season, said a 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service ex-
pert. Larry Stein, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension 
horticulturist, Uvalde, said he expects the 
hit-or-miss crop to produce average re-
sults overall, though pecan quality is still 
yet to be decided as kernels fill. 

“The pecan crop is up in the air right 
now,” he said. “But a lot of producers are 
saying they’re seeing a good crop, while 
others are considering whether they will 
even harvest.” Stein said some of the crop 
conditions this year are related to how 
individual growers fared in 2019. Pecans 
can be a boom-and-bust crop, meaning 
exceptional growing seasons can be fol-
lowed by a poor crop the following sea-
son. 

But pecan orchard maintenance mea-
sures, such as stepping up fertilization, 
thinning the crop and proper irrigation 
to reduce performance declines have im-
proved tree recuperation. Stein said com-
mercial producers typically assess their 
trees and manage them accordingly to 

avoid the boom-and-bust cycle.  
Stein said the dramatic drop in tem-

peratures last November damaged trees 
and caused premature leaf-drops that 
likely stunted crop performance in many 
areas. “You had temperatures go from 85 
degrees to 19 degrees in some produc-
tion areas, and that’s a dramatic shift,” 
he said. “We had 6-year-old trees killed, 
and the freeze likely caused more leaves 
to stop photosynthesis and storing up en-
ergy reserves for the winter. We typically 
say losing leaves before Thanksgiving is 
an indication that the following crop may 
not produce well.” 

Pecan pests
Stein said pecan growers should be 

assessing their potential crop now and 
making management decisions that will 
impact yields this year and next. Thin-
ning trees with heavy clusters, irrigation 
and treating for shuckworms and weevils 
should be priorities.

Producers should be checking pecans 
to see if shells are hardening, which is an 
indication shuckworms could be a prob-

lem soon, he said. 
“If you cut a cross-section of the nut and 

there is some resistance, they’re hard-
ening, and it’s time to spray for shuck-
worms,” he said. Weevils are another pest 
that can impact nut quality, Stein said. 
They typically emerge by mid-August 
when nuts enter the dough stage. “If you 
cut the nut open and it’s started gelling, 
it’s time to spray,” he said. “If it’s still just 
water when you cut it open, it’s not quite 
time.”

 
Late-season irrigation

Water is a major contributor to qual-
ity from now to harvest, Stein said. Wa-
ter feeds the kernel as it builds inside the 
shell. Last year, quality was fairly good 
because production areas received timely 
rains, he said. Most commercial produc-
ers have irrigation, which is an important 
factor for producing retail-quality pecans. 

Stein recommends 2 inches of water at 
and beyond the drip line per week.

“Late-season water is crucial to the ker-
nel,” he said. “Quality sells, and you can’t 
sell them if there’s a mediocre fill.”

Panhandle Weather Report

AgriLife Extension district report-
ers compiled the following summary: 

Crops and rangelands were suf-
fering from 100-plus degree heat 
with moderate winds. Wells were 
struggling to keep up with irrigation 

needs. Northern, central and south-
western parts of the district reported 
very short to short topsoil and sub-
soil moisture levels. Southeastern 
areas reported short to adequate soil 
moisture levels. Pasture and range-

land conditions were very poor to 
fair. Corn was in fair to good condi-
tion. Cotton condition was mostly 
fair to poor. Sorghum was poor to 
fair. Peanuts were in poor to fair con-
dition.

Cancer Coalition Raffle
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1 Opening the mail

2 Getting restaurant takeout

2 Pumping gasoline

2 Playing tennis

2 Going camping

3 Grocery shopping

3 Going for a walk, run, or bike ride with others

3 Playing golf

4 Staying at a hotel for two nights

4 Sitting in a doctor’s waiting room

4 Going to a library or museum

4 Eating in a restaurant (outside)

4 Walking in a busy downtown

4 Spending an hour at a playground

5 Having dinner at someone else’s house

5 Attending a backyard barbecue

5 Going to a beach

5 Shopping at a mall

6 Sending kids to school, camp, or day care

6 Working a week in an office building

6 Swimming in a public pool

6 Visiting an elderly relative or friend in their home

7 Going to a hair salon or barbershop

7 Eating in a restaurant (inside)

7 Attending a wedding or funeral

7 Traveling by plane

7 Playing basketball

7 Playing football

7 Hugging or shaking hands when greeting a friend

8 Eating at a buffet

8 Working out at a gym

8 Going to an amusement park

8 Going to a movie theater

9 Attending a large music concert

9 Going to a sports stadium

9 Attending a religious service with 500+ worshipers

9 Going to a bar
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BE INFORMED: 
Know Your  
Risk During 
COVID-19
On a scale of 1 to 10,  
how risky is...
Ranked by physicians from the TMA 
COVID-19 Task Force and the TMA  
Committee on Infectious Diseases.

Please assume that  participants in  
these activities are following currently 
recommended safety protocols when 
possible.

@texmed @wearetmawww.texmed.org

Texas Medical Association  |  401 W. 15th St.  |  Austin, TX 78701-1680

Back row (l-r) Kaityn Burk and Sydney Frye; Middle row (l-r): Arron Gutier-
rez,  Payton Gutierrez, Sheriff Geries, Grayson Gutierrez; Front row (l-r): Ad-
die Burk, Blake Morris, Norah Burk, and Roston Wilson

Sheriff talks to Bible Boot Camp kids
Aundrea Frye, Annette Frye, and Kim Smi-

ley planned a week long Bible Boot Camp, The 
Armor Of God, during the week of July 6-10 for 
their grandkids and Aundrea’s great grandkids. 

Sheriff Randy Geries came to visit to empha-
size the importance of always being ready to 

keep safe and resist the enemy. The kids gave 
him a certificate and a prayer for safety for him 
and all law enforcement personnel. We appre-
ciate Sheriff Geries and his willingness to visit 
our camp. We pray for all law enforcement ev-
erywhere who risk their lives to protect us. 

It is Llano Estacado’s great 
expanse and elusive beauty 
that makes aerial photogra-
phy of the area so special. 
Chaplo’s photographs of-
fer a vision of breathtaking 
landscapes as varied and 
diverse as Texas itself, with 
endless vistas, the formi-
dable Canadian River, and 
ventures far upstream into 
the Canyonlands of north-
eastern New Mexico. History 
fans will see traces of trails 
traveled by the Comanche, 
Goodnight and Loving; 
the top of Landergin Mesa 
where prehistoric Antelope 
people once dwelled; and 
battleground of Adobe Walls 
were Billy Dixon made “the 
shot of the century.” Chaplo 
says, “I also show the view 
from the Native American 
vantage point, looking west-
ward over the mesa.” 

The work covers a large 
area from Horsehead Cross-
ing north along the Mes-
calero Escarpment to the 
Canadian River Canyon, 
and west to the Antelope 
Hills, Oklahoma, including 
Castle Gap, Casa Amarillas, 
Fort Bascom site, Alibates 
Flint Quarries, Palo Duro 
Canyon, and many more 
dramatic landscapes and 
historic sites.   

Chaplo’s upcoming book 
titled, “Amarillo Flights: Aer-
ial Views of Llano Estacado 
Country,” is scheduled to 
be published by Texas A&M 
University Press in late 2020, 
as part of the West Texas 
A&M University’s “American 

Amarillo Flights: Aerial Views of 
Llano Estacado Country at PPHM
Continued from page 10

Wests” series. The art book 
features over 130 breath-
taking aerial color photo-
graphs. The book includes 
an introduction by Walt Da-
vis and a series preface by 
Bonney MacDonald. “The 
perspective from the air is 
mesmerizing” says Chaplo. 
Fine art photography from 
thousands to hundreds of 
feet in the air is no easy feat, 
but Chaplo’s approach is 
guided by his personal pas-
sion for flight. 

“I’m an Air Force brat, 
born on Wright-Patterson 
AFB and loved seeing the 
landscape from above since 
I was a kid flying with my 
Dad. My father was a ca-
reer US Air Force com-
bat and test pilot who was 
awarded multiple Air Med-
als and Distinguished Fly-
ing Crosses. I find a deep 
personal connection with 
my work because of my life 
experiences, and my love of 
the land. Sharing my vision 
from above with the rest of 
the world is something that 
brings me great joy,” Chaplo 
says. “I was raised with avia-
tion fuel on my corn flakes, 
and am passionate about 
interpreting the light and 
forms of the Llano and can-
yon lands using a fusion of 
digital and traditional fine 
art photography techniques. 
My inspiration is a spirit of 
soulful connection to the 
land.” 

Signed, limited editions 
of photos being shown in 
the exhibit will be available 
for acquisition by corporate 
and individual collectors. A 
price list will be available at 
the PPHM Store, with a por-
tion of the proceeds going 
to support PPHM. All of the 
photographs are printed on 
“Palo Duro” fine art paper by 
Chaplo’s exhibition sponsor, 
Red River Paper of Dallas. 

Amarillo Flights: Aerial 
Views of Llano Estacado 

Country is organized by the 
artist in conjunction with 
Panhandle-Plains Histori-
cal Museum and is dedi-
cated to his wife Cynthia. 
After premiering at PPHM, 
the exhibition will travel to 
other museums. The artist 
gratefully acknowledges the 
following for their support 
in the creation of the pho-
tographs, the book, and this 
exhibit: Red River Paper, 
Panhandle-Plains Histori-
cal Museum, TAMU Press, 
WTAMU, Cynthia Chaplo, T. 
Lindsay Baker, Paul H. Carl-
son, Walt Davis, Bill Mercer, 
and all his brave pilots.       

 
About the Artist

Paul Chaplo earned his 
Master of Fine Arts degree in 
Photography from Rochester 
Institute of Technology in 
Rochester, NY. His work has 
been nationally exhibited at 
numerous museums and gal-
leries including the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York, 
and the National Museum 
of American Art in Wash-
ington, D.C. His commercial 
work focuses on energy, rail-
road, architecture, engineer-
ing, and aerial photography 
in Texas, New Mexico, Loui-
siana, and Oklahoma.

 
About PPHM

Located on the campus of 
West Texas A&M University, 
the Panhandle-Plains His-
torical Museum is the larg-
est history museum in Tex-
as, with more than 285,000 
square feet—and over two 
million artifacts—dedicat-
ed to preserving this area’s 
past. PPHM offers visitors 
a chance to step into pan-
handle history with special 
exhibits, a permanent col-
lection, Pioneer Town, cell 
phone tours, educational 
tours and special events. 
For more information about 
PPHM please visit www.
panhandleplains.org .

Flying Behind the Storm - Paul Chaplo ©2020


